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Gulfport’s Annual Springfest

By Leigh Clifton
Elyssa Spoerl,3, holds Chloe, the Spokesbunny for Little 
Miracles Rabbit Rescue during Gulfport’s annual Spring-
fest held last Saturday.                       

See Photos, page 41

Dean Darby Dickerson Selected as 
Business Woman of the Year
 

  Darby Dickerson, Vice President 
and Dean of Stetson University 
College of Law, is the St. Petersburg 
Area Chamber of Commerce 2010 
Business Woman of the Year. 
Dean Dickerson was selected from 
a pool of 21 candidates who were 
chosen for outstanding professional 
accomplishments in either the private 
or public sector and serving as role 
models and mentors for younger 

women. A panel of community leaders chose the finalists.  
  Under Dean Dickerson’s leadership during the past seven 
years, Stetson Law has increased nationally recognized 
academic offerings and student diversity, accelerated student 
community service and pro bono work, and opened Stetson’s 
Tampa Law Center.
 Dean Dickerson has served the greater Tampa Bay 
community in countless ways. She is past chair and a current 
board member of Tampa Bay Chapter of the American Red 
Cross and has served on the boards of both the Tampa 
Chamber of Commerce and the St. Petersburg Area Chamber 
of Commerce. Dean Dickerson received the 2009 Chief 
Judge’s Award from Florida’s 13th Judicial Circuit for her 
outstanding efforts and commitment to the court. 

Fun in the Sun 
Day Event
  The “Fun In The Sun” Day 
children’s event is presented 
by the City of Gulfport and 
Stetson College of Law Public 
Service Fellows. The event 
is Saturday, April 3 from 
10-12 p.m. at the Gulfport 
Recreation Center (5730 
Shore Boulevard S.). The 
free festivities will include 
an egg hunt for children ages 
8 and under, face painting, 
inflatables, entertainment, 
demonstrations and a 
barbecue. Children will also 
have the opportunity to 
climb into the driver’s seat of 
their favorite vehicle: police 
car, police boat, fire truck, 
ambulance, garbage truck 
and many more. Remember 
to bring a basket for the 
egg hunt and a camera to 
capture a photo with Peter 
Cottontail. 

Missing Bogie 
Baseball Equipment: 
Have You Seen It?
By Leigh Clifton

   On March 16, a Tuesday, Boca 
Ciega High School baseball 
team catcher Ben Cope was 
driving his truck on 66th and 
Central Ave. on his way to 
baseball practice. His baseball 
bag, with over $1000 worth of 
equipment, fell out of the bed of 
his truck and onto the road. By 
the time Ben was able to turn 
around to come back for the 
bag, someone already picked it 
up and drove away with it. The 
bag was clearly marked with 
Boca Ciega high school on it.

See Equipment, page 6
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Wine Tasting to Benefit 
Abilities Foundation
  Pic Pac Liquors & Wine Source, 6609 
Central Avenue in St. Petersburg, 
will host a wine tasting on Thursday, 
April 1 from 5-8 p.m. Event features 
eight red up town wines and three 
white rare wines, all above $40 retail 
prices. Food will be served by Salt 
Rock Grill. Cost is $20 each with 
partial proceeds to benefit Abilities 
Foundation, a non-profit organization 
that helps people with all types of 
disabilities obtain employment and 
affordable housing.

•••

Gulfport Lions 
Pancake Breakfast
  The Gulfport Lions will be presenting 
their fourth Pancake Breakfast of 
the season on Saturday, April 3 from  
7 a.m to 11 am. Please note these 
new serving hours.
  Breakfast will be served at the 
Gulfport Lions Center, 4630 Tifton 
Drive S. in the Gulfport Marina Area. 
Pancakes with syrup, scrambled 
eggs and sausage with coffee or tea 

to drink, and all you care to eat at 
the donation price of $4 per person. 
Bring your entire family and friends 
and spend an enjoyable morning 
overlooking beautiful Boca Ceiga 
Bay. You might even see some 
manatees. Children really love these 
breakfasts.
  When you come and support their 
fund raising activities, you are 
doing much to help us help those 
in need. Gulfport Lions is a service 
organization meeting the needs of 
those less fortunate.

•••

Casino Fundraiser to 
Benefit Chance Center
  Come out to the Gulfport Casino, 
5500 Shore Boulevard S., on Friday, 
April 9 from 6-10 p.m. for “An Evening 
of FUNdraiSing”. Event includes 
cash bar, prizes, food and karaoke. 
Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at 
the door. All proceeds to benefit the 
Chance Center, which provides and 
education and resources for those 
with liver disease. Call 323-7500.

•••
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Equipment, 
from front page

  Now I understand that these are the 
toughest of times and that people are 
struggling just to get by and put food 
on the table.  Equipment like this 
could probably be hocked at some 
pawn shop for little money. But is it 
worth it? These kids that play sports 
at Bogie are just like any other kids 
and their families; they are struggling 
to do well in school, play their sport 
well and be role models for younger 
kids. The cost and the loss of this 
equipment is incalculable to these 
kids. Most of the kids have  paid for 
some of it themselves by working after 
school jobs and their parents have 
often helped to foot the cost for bats, 

baseball gloves, pads, and baseballs. 
The fact that anyone would pick up 
and keep a bag of equipment that 
was clearly marked as being from 
Boca Ciega high school and keep it 
is appalling to me. Clearly, the right 
thing to do is if the person who picked 
up the bag is reading this, please 
return the bag to the high school, no 
questions asked. There is no reward 
being offered; just the hope and trust 
that whoever picked up the bag of 
equipment will bring it back. These 
kids worked very hard to get this 
equipment and they deserve to have 
it returned. Now maybe some Good 
Samaritan actually picked up the bag 
with the full intent of returning it but 
didn’t know where to take it. If that’s 
the case then please, bring it to Boca 

Ciega high school on 58th St… again, 
no questions asked.
   If anyone has any information 
about what happened to this bag of 
Boca Ciega baseball team equipment 
please e-mail me at:  LeighClifton@
the gabber.com and I will get in touch 
with the proper people so that the 
equipment can get back to the kids 
who need it to continue to play their 
baseball season. Thank you, Gulfport. 
Let’s do the right thing.

•••

Purina Incredible 
Dog Challenge
  Dogs, owners and pet enthusiasts 
will journey to Spa Beach Park in 
St. Petersburg to compete in and 
watch the Purina Incredible Dog 
Challenge on April 16-17, from 
11-4 p.m. This one-of-a-kind canine 
competition showcases the world’s 
most athletic dogs and their trainers. 
Events include agility, flying disc, 
Jack Russell hurdle races, head-to-
head 60-weave pole and the crowd 
favorite – dog diving. All events are 
free and open to the public. For more 
information visit www.purina.com. 

•••
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Easter Egg Hunt at 
Seabird Sanctuary
INDIAN SHORES:  Hundreds of eggs 
filled with candies and prizes will be 
hidden on the beach and throughout 
the site at the Suncoast Seabird 
Sanctuary at its annual Easter Egg 
Hunt and Basket Contest on Sunday, 
April 4, at 2 p.m.
  Prizes will be awarded for the 
most creative baskets in two age 
categories: ages 1-6 and 7-12. Free, 
large cookies will be handed out by 
sponsors DoubleTree Beach Resort 
and Mangos Restaurant & Tiki Bar.

   Participants must bring their own 
baskets and admission is free. The 
event is located at 18328 Gulf Blvd., 
Indian Shores and at beach trolley 
stop #13.
   For more information call 727-
391-6211 or 727-391-2473 or visit 
the website for more information: 
seabirdsanctuary.com.

•••

T.W.E.E.N. Party in 
St. Pete Beach
  ST. PETE BEACH:   The St. Pete 
Beach Community Center will be 
hosting its monthly T.W.E.E.N. Party 

on Friday, April 2 from 7-10 p.m.  
Parents can attend the free concert 
in the park while their tweens in 
6th through 8th grades enjoy music, 
a pizza dinner, pool and foosball 
competitions, and Nintendo Wii 
games played on our huge inflatable 
movie screen.  The party will be at the 
St. Pete Beach Community Center, 
7701 Boca Ciega Drive, and is just 
$5 for St. Pete Beach residents and 
$6.50 for non-residents.  Anyone who 
attended the first-ever T.W.E.E.N. 
party in March that brings a friend 
will get free admission!  All interested 
participants must be registered no 
later than the Wednesday prior to the 
party.  Call 363-9245 for details. 

•••

New Morning 
Yoga class
  A new morning Yoga class is held on 
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. at the Gulfport 
Recreation Center. Cost is $10 a 
class or $35 if you pay by the month. 
For more information call Valerie at 
727-557-4258 or go to her website-
getfitwithvalerie.com. Please bring a 
yoga mat and a bottle of water.

•••
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Arts Gathering Kicks Off 
Vision with “Pot Luck”
GULFPORT: A small but growing 
number of Gulfport residents have 
a vision in mind with a simple but 
apt name: “The Gathering.” At the 
Gathering, the work of local fine 
artists would be on display and for 
sale in a gallery centrally located in 
what has historically been Gulfport’s 
“Art Village.” At the same facility, 
artists in residence would have 
studio spaces devoted to the creation 
of their work. 
  To dedicate and draw attention 
and energy to this new effort, a “pot 
luck” event will be held on Thursday, 
April 1 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Peg’s 
Cantina and Brew Pub, 3038 Beach 
Boulevard S. in Gulfport. An original 
work of art valued at $350 by local 
award-winning glass artist Owen 
Pach is currently on display at Peg’s. 
Chances to win the art work are now 
available for $5 each at Peg’s. Chances 
are also available at Domain Home 
Accessories, 3129 Beach Blvd. South, 
where additional glass art pieces by 
Mr. Pach are available. The drawing 
will be held at 8 p.m. Funds from the 
“pot luck” will be used to defray non-
profit organizational start-up costs 
for The Gathering.
  Live music by local trio Blue Cypress 
will also be featured during the April 
1st event. Blue Cypress offers spare 
and sweet arrangements of old and 
original alt-Americana-style tunes, 
with guitar, banjo and lead vocals by 
Erin Janus.

  For more information about this 
event, contact Peg’s Cantina at 727-
328-2720.

•••

Theatre Walk Comes to 
Gulfport’s Art District
  After a four year hiatus, Three 
Muses & A Fool Productions is excited 
to present its 9th Theatre Walk 
“Smitings”. This lively theatrical 
event centers around six short plays 
written by award-winning writer, and 
author of the “hauntingly hilarious”, 
“Still Life with Bulls and Sangria”.
  This year, The Walk is led by a 
disgruntled substitute Sunday School 
teacher, trying her best to recall the 
biblical stories she’s supposed to 

be teaching. She ushers her “class” 
through Gulfport’s Art District, 
where her peculiar recollections of 
Goliath, Samson & Delilah, Jesus, 
Joan of Arc, and even the Norse 
God Odin materialize on the streets. 
Directed by Ciara Carinci, the 
cast includes veteran Walkers Jim 
Greene, Lynda Kavy, Tom Laitinin, 
Bethany Peabody and Peter Suarez.
  Performances are April 
1 and 3, Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.; Saturday at 8:30 p.m. The 
Walk commences at the Courtyard 
Village on Beach Blvd. in Gulfport’s 
Art District. Tickets are $10. Call 
727-321-1786 or become a fan of 
Theatre Walk on Facebook.

•••
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Large Dog Park Closes for Maintenance
  The City of Gulfport would like to remind you that the City Dog Park (large 
dog area) will be closed for routine maintenance from Monday, April 12 through 
Friday, April 23.  The park will reopen on on Saturday, April 24.  
  Please contact Bob Williams at (727) 893-1092 if you have any questions 
regarding the closure of the park.

The Garden Club 
of St. Petersburg
  The Garden Club of St. Petersburg 
will be holding a Coffee & Garden 
Crafts Workshop on Monday, April 5 
from 10-12 noon at the Garden Club 
Center, 500 Sunset Drive S. in St. 
Petersburg.  A materials fee of $3.50 
for Garden Club Members and $4.50 
for guest and the general public will 
be charged to cover supplies. 
  The workshop will be on 
“Decorating Candy Jars”.  Bring 
some of your favorite candy to fill 
the jar. All craft workshops are open 
to the general public, potential new 
members and guest.  Please bring 
your own scissors, pencil and small 
paint brushes.  Coffee and tea will 
be furnished.
  For additional information please 
call Betty Martin at (727) 343-2255.
  They will be holding their 
Horticulture for Weekend Gardeners, 
(aka the “Night Bloomers” Circle) on 
Tuesday , April 6 at 7 p.m. at the 
Garden Center.
  The program will be “Fun With 
Flowers”. Learn about materials, 
balance and competing in Flower 
Shows.  Hands-on workshop with all 
materials provided. Take home an 
arrangement you create! 
  Cost is $15 to cover materials, 
just bring snips or scissors to cut 
stems.   Please RSVP to Derri at 
727 432-7644 to be sure there will 
be enough materials. For additional 
information please contact Derri 
Davisson at derridavisson@hotmail.
com  or (727) 423-7644.

•••
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      Religious Services, Classes  & Events Call 321-6965
for more information on placing your ad in this special section

Places of Worship
Holy Week Schedule 
at St. Vincent’s
  St. Vincent’s Episcopal Church, 5441 
Ninth Avenue N. in St. Petersburg, 
will continues to celebrate Holy 
Week with an Agape Feast at 6 p.m. 
and Holy Eucharist/Foot Washing on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
Liturgy at 12 noon and 6 p.m. on 
April 2. 

•••
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First Friday Art Walk
  Gulfport’s First Friday Art Walk takes place on Friday, April 2 from 6-10 
p.m. Celebrate Gulfport’s 100th Birthday and absorb Gulfport’s authentic “Old 
Florida” atmosphere.
  Peruse the work of over 50 artists and crafters, as well as authors, antique 
dealers and entertainers stretched over a half-mile up and down scenic Beach 
Boulevard. While browsing the art and craft booths, don’t miss Gulfport’s 
unique shops, boutiques and galleries. Live entertainers including Gail 
Biron, New Horizons Band, Caribbean Cowboy, Edgewater and more will 
be appearing at venues throughout the Village. The Industrial Art Center 
continues to offer “Blow Your Own Glass Masterpiece” mini classes by master 
glass blower Jackie Ballard and the IAC team. Enjoy dinner at one of over a 
dozen fine restaurants within the Art District, now one of the foremost dining 
destinations in the Bay Area.   
  Gulfport Art Walk takes place on the First Friday and Third Saturday of 
every month, year-round. Parking is always available, the event is free, and 
free trolley rides are available from off-site parking areas, including nearby 
Catherine Hickman Theatre and Gulfport Public Library. Pet and family 
friendly! Experience a unique dining, shopping and cultural experience unlike 
any other. Once you discover Gulfport, Tampa Bay’s “best kept secret”, you’ll 
want to come back for more.
  For more information on many other Gulfport events, go to www. gulfportma.
com. The Gulfport Art Walk and event recorded information line is 866-
ART-WALK. Artists and vendors interested in participating can find more 
information and download an application at www.SIKPromotions.com.

Free Prom Dresses
  Non-profits Belle of the Ball Project 
and Dream a Dress will distribute 
free prom dresses and accessories 
to needy teens on Saturday, April 3 
at the Seminole Mall at 11201 Park 
Boulevard N. in Seminole. The store 
is next to Ross Department Store. 
There will also be distributions 
on April 17 and May 1. Times of 
distributions are from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. Dresses and accessories can 
also be donated at these times.
  Now in their seventh year of giving 
dresses and matching accessories 
to low income, in need, high school 
girls for that special night, Belle of 
the Ball and Dream a Dress’ motto 
is that no girl should be denied 
the opportunity to attend her high 
school dance because of financial 
difficulties. They have distributed 
over 1,500 dresses since their 
inception.
  Volunteers are needed to further 
this project! For more information, 
please visit their web site at www.
belleoftheballproject.com.

•••

Show Focuses on 
National Fair Housing 
   April is National Fair Housing 
Month. The protection of your rights 
in fair housing is the responsibility 
of Pinellas County’s Office of Human 
Rights. Learn more about the 
national program and how the local 
office protects residents’ rights on 
Thursday, April 1, on the radio show 
“There’s No Place Like Home”. This 

month’s guests are Leon Russell, 
director of Human Rights and Mark 
Esparza, senior equal opportunity 
coordinator for Human Rights.
  “There’s No Place Like Home”, 
sponsored by the Housing Finance 
Authority of Pinellas County, can 
also be watched on Pinellas County 
Connection Television, viewed online 
at Housing Finance Authority (www.
pinellascounty.org/community/hfa/
Media.htm). The show airs the first 
Thursday of each month from 10 to 
10:30 a.m. on WRXB 1590 AM.
  Questions or comments about 
the show may be e-mailed to 
H o u s i n g F i n a n c e A u t h o r i t y @
pinellascounty.org.

•••

American Idol 
Open House
  Come see Michael Lynche on the 
big screen as he competes for the 
title of Americn Idol. He is a member 
of the  St. Petersburg community 
and Tradewinds Christian Church 
located at  6740 Park Street S. in S 
outh Pasadena. On Tuesday, April 
6 at 7 p.m. they will be having food, 
followed by some worship songs at  
7:30 p.m. At 8 p.m. American Idol 
will be broadcast on a big screen for 
everyone to enjoy. No charge and 
everyone is welcome!  Come help them 
celebrate Big Mike’s achievement so 
far. Call 727-344-1501.

•••
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Easter Egg Hunt in 
Treasure Island
  The Gulf Beaches Rotary Club 
with the assistance of the Treasure 
Island Chamber of Commerce and 
the Isle of Capri Civic Association 
will sponsor an Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 3 at 10 a.m. in the 
Treasure Island Community Center 
and Park, Gulf Boulevard at 106th 
Avenue. Activities for children 10 
year old and younger will include an 
egg hunt; bonnet and hat contest; and 
a visit with the Easter Bunny. Bring 
your cameras so that you can take 
your picture with the Easter Bunny. 

The event is free. For additional 
information please contact the 
Chamber of Commerce at (727) 360-
4121 or (727) 367-2303.

•••

Volunteers Needed to 
Care for Baby Birds
INDIAN SHORES: Baby bird vol-
unteers are needed immediately 
and will receive training and infor-
mation at the Baby Bird Training 
Workshop on Saturday, April 3 at 
10 a.m. at the Suncoast Seabird 
Sanctuary.  Volunteers will work in  
aviaries and in the avian hospital 

feeding and caring for the babies. 
No experience is required but a 
commitment of at least four hours 
per week until July 1 is needed. 
  Volunteers must be able to lift 15 
pounds and be able to go up and 
down a step ladder. Duties will in-
clude direct bird care and observa-
tion, cage cleaning, housekeeping, 
food preparation and feeding.  The 
hours available seven days are a 
week are   from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.  
Please bring a picture I.D. for the 
volunteer paperwork.   
  The workshop is free of charge 
and will be held at the sanctuary 
at 18328 Gulf Boulevard in Indian 
Shores. For more information email 
jessicag@seabirdsanctuary.com or 
call 727-392-4291.

•••

Seniors’ Chat Room 
  Experience table topics with the 
Gulfport Senior Center’s Chat Room 
every Friday at 2 p.m. The Center 
is located at 5501 27 Avenue S. in 
Gulfport.

•••
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Guardian ad 
Litem Training
  The next training to become a 
Guardian ad Litem will be April 10 
to May 8,   Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. for five weeks at Pasadena 
Community Church, 227 70 Street S. 
in St. Petersburg. 
    As a Guardian ad Litem, you 
advocate in court and the child 
welfare system for abused, abandoned 
or neglected children and teens. The 
average time needed is six to eight 
hours a month.
  The Guardian ad Litem visits the 
child every month, becomes familiar 
with the child’s case and makes 
recommendations to the court to help 
ensure the child has a safe, caring 
and stable environment.
  For information and an application 
go to www.guardianadlitem6.org or 
call 464-6528.

•••

Expand Your Boating 
Knowledge and Skills
  The St. Petersburg Sail and Power 
Squadron will offer the America’s 

Boating Course to anyone 12 or 
older starting Monday, April 5, from 
7-9 p.m. at the St. Petersburg Sailing 
Center, 250 Second Avenue SE, 
Demens Landing, St. Petersburg.  
Instruction is free. Cost of the 
materials is $25 per family.  Classes 
are held once a week (two hours each 
Monday), for seven weeks.
  Completion of this course will 
enable the student to skipper a 
boat with confidence. Graduates are 
eligible to join the squadron and 
take advantage of all the other great 
educational opportunities afforded to 
SPSPS members. 

  Pre-registration is required.  You 
may do it online at www.boating-
stpete.org or call 727-498-4001. 

•••

Divorce Care Group at 
Tradewinds Church
  Divorce Care Group is a  13 week 
program for  those who are separated 
or divorced designed to help you face 
the challenges and move toward 
rebuilding your life. Classes will 
meet each Thursday  from  7-8:30 
p.m. at Tradewinds Church, 6740 
Park Street S. in So Pasadena.  Call 
(727) 344-1501.

•••

Kitchen 
is Open

Eat While 
You Play!

Kitchen 
is Open

Eat While 
You Play!
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This Week’s Solution

 The tea, flower show and business 
meeting will be held on April 8 at 
the Gulfport Presbyterian Church 
social hall, 5313 27 Avenue S. 
Officers will give brief reports and 
new officers will be elected to serve 
next year.
  The Social Hour begins at 11:30 
a.m. and the Tea begins at 12 
noon. Members are asked to 
provide finger sandwiches, fruit or 
vegetable trays or a dessert. Also 
have your teacup for the tea and 
wear a pretty or funny hat for the 
Easter Bonnet Parade.
  Plant and floral arrangements will 
be judged by Garden Club members. 
Categories are: Arrangements over 
12 Inches; Arrangements under 12 
Inches; Silk or Dry Arrangements; 
Oriental Arrangements; Foliage 
Plants; Flowering Plants; Miniature 
Arrangements (less than 6”x6”). 
Prizes will be awarded so bring 
your best artistic creation.
  Membership dues for next year 
will be collected starting at the 
April meeting. The $5 fee (check 
payable to the Gulfport Garden 
and Bird Club) must be paid before 
June in order to have your name 
included in the yearbook.

•••

Gulfport Garden 
            & Bird Club
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The Gabs
  By Leigh Clifton

How will you celebrate Easter 
this Sunday?

Brian Brady, Gulfport: “For 
Easter I’m going up to New Port 
Richey with my girlfriend Jessica to 
see my grandparents who live there. 
My mom, my dad and sister will all 
be there as well. There’ll be at least 
12 of us. We all grew up here and we 
stay pretty close. We’ll probably have 
ham and all the traditional fixings. 
They don’t let me near the food, I just 
eat it. My grandfather used to sit and 
tell me stories about Gulfport in the 
50s, both the good and the bad from 
the old days. We should have a lot of 
fun.”

•••

Lynne White and Ciara White, 
visiting from Minneapolis: “My 
daughter and I are in town visiting 
my mother who lives in Gulfport. 
There will be just the three of us and 
we usually go to brunch at the Don 
César. The Easter Bunny may be 
visiting my mom’s house while we’re 
gone but it’s always supposed to be a 
secret if he does. After brunch we go 
out to Mother’s Pier; it’s actually the 
Gulfport pier, but we call it Mother’s 
Pier because my mother’s mother, 
my grandmother Alene, used to walk 
it every day. She’s now 103 years old 
and still alive. So we walk the pier 
in honor of her. After that, if it’s nice 
we’ll sit by the pool. After all, we 
don’t get weather like this often in 
Minneapolis. And it’s been a tough 
winter for everyone.”

•••

Claire Rodriguez, Gulfport: “We haven’t made any plans yet; usually go to my 
sisters in Wesley Chapel and have dinner with her. We usually have about 10 
people but my husband isn’t sure he wants to go this year. It’s a pretty long drive 
but I think it’s important to keep a sense of family because everybody’s so busy 
these days. I have a niece; she’s 14 and every year I give her an Easter basket 
because it’s important for the kids to have a sense of family and continuity. We 
always play crack the eggs at the dinner table; everyone picks the best egg with 
the best color and then everyone tries to break everyone else’s egg. My father was 
Greek so I’m not sure if it’s a tradition from his family or not. We call the game 
the best egg-ceptional egg! This year I’ll give my husband an Easter basket to 
surprise him. I wish I could bake more like I used to but I can’t anymore. I work 
too much and have no time. So maybe I will be able to convince him to go and 
visit my family. We usually have about 10 people so it is a lot of fun.”

•••

Shaneice Williams, St. Pete: “This 
year it’s my mom’s birthday and my 
sister and I are taking her out to eat 
at Red Lobster. After that, we’ll go 
see a movie together. We used to do 
the traditional Easter dinner with 
the Easter outfits, dyed eggs and 
go to church for Easter service, but 
we stopped about three years ago. 
I had so much fun as a child. Now 
I’m expecting a baby; I wish she 
was here already so I could show 
her what I used to do and how we 
used to celebrate Easter. When the 
baby comes, I’ll definitely do the 
traditional Easter celebrations; the 
big dinner, hiding the dyed Easter 
eggs and dressing her up in beautiful 
traditional Easter outfits. I want her 
to have the whole thing.”

•••
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By Bruce Fallender

Watercolor 
Demonstration

  Susan Corbett, an award-winning 
artist from Sun City Center, will 
be giving a unique and interesting 
watercolor demonstration for the 
Art Guild of Treasure Island on 
Saturday, April 10 at 1 p.m. at 
the Treasure Island City Hall, 120 
108 Avenue. The public is cordially 
invited to attend this free event 
which also includes a reception 
with refreshments to meet this 
talented guest artist. A brief Art 
Guild meeting at which awards will 
be presented to the winners in the 
current art show will precede the 
demonstration.   
  Corbett loves to foster creativity 
with the hope of developing the 
artist within through learning to 
see with an artist’s eye and create 
from personal experience. Her 
demonstration will incorporate 
the creative watercolor procedures 
of “pouring” and various “resist” 
techniques. The artist is known for 
incorporating “hidden angels” in 
her watercolors who represent her 
many friends. She will have various 
examples of her work on display for 
the public to view. 
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Community Band to 
Perform Free Concert 
  Max Millspaugh, Musical Director 
of the South Pasadena Community 
Band, has announced that the band 
will present a concert in Galatea 
Garden on Thursday, April 8 at  
7:30 p.m.  The concert is free.
   “This concert brings the band 
back to the band shell and the park 
setting,” Millspaugh said. “The 
concert title is “A Little Park Music” 
and we will have a good variety of 

music.” The concert features familiar 
marches like Sousa’s “Semper 
Fidelis,” Broadway sounds such as 
“Les Miserables” and well-known 
pop sounds with a tribute to Jerome 
Kern.  “We have a very interesting 
mix of music that is very listenable 
and varied,” he commented.
  The concert is free to the public.  
Galatea Garden is located on Sunset 
Drive South two blocks north of 
the intersection of Pasadena Street 
and Gulfport Avenue.  Parking 
surrounds the park and persons 

attending the concert should bring a 
chair or blanket.
  Kathleen Peters, Mayor of South 
Pasadena commented, “We are very 
pleased to have the band back in the 
band shell now that the weather is 
cooperating. Concerts in the park 
are fun, relaxed and bring neighbors 
out to enjoy the beautiful setting, 
community camaraderie, and the 
music.”  The Mayor added that in 
the event of inclement weather 
the concert will move to the South 
Pasadena City Hall one block 
north of the park.  “People from 
the community can walk to the 
park, we can accommodate buses 
from residence communities and 
parking is available around the 
park.  Everyone is welcome,” she 
concluded.

•••
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By Matthew Margolis

A Tale of Two Adoptions
  It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times. -- Charles Dickens, A 
Tale of Two Cities 
  Adopting a new dog can feel a lot 
like that famous opening line by 
Dickens. You’ve just come home with 
a new furry companion, in some cases 
plucked from the jaws of death. In 
all likelihood, he’s latched on to you 
as his new best friend, the person 
he loves more than any other in the 
world. It’s a great feeling. But there’s 
almost always more to the story.
  Unless you live alone and prefer a 
solitary existence, your dog will have 
to get along with people other than 
you -- namely, your significant other, 
your children, neighbors, friends 
and extended family.  If you plan to 
introduce him to the world beyond 
your home and yard, he’ll have to 
tolerate strangers, too. 
  The following two letters from 
readers tell the tale of two adoptions. 
I print them both here in the hopes 
that the writer of the first -- along 

with any readers experiencing 
the same -- will heed the inherent 
warning of the second.
  The first reads as follows:
  “I just adopted ‘Red’ a week ago 
from a woman who rescued her from 
a shelter. She is showing signs of 
fear aggression: She has growled 
twice while we were walking, once at 
a person rolling a suitcase, and once 
at a person bent over gardening. She 
has also growled while in our yard at 
people she could hear talking next 
door in their yard and also at the 
occasional inanimate object. 
  “Red plays well at the dog park and 
with my children. She displays no 
signs of food or toy aggression. 
  “I work full time and am concerned 
that I don’t have the time to train 
her properly for aggression issues. 
The growling was not disclosed to me 
upon adoption. Your advice would be 
appreciated.”
  This next letter could be right out of 
Dickens, with his stories of children 
forced to endure abuses at the hands 
of unfeeling or unthinking adults. It is 
what some might deem a “cautionary 

tale,” and it’s what might happen 
should the writer of the previous 
letter opt not to make time in her 
busy schedule to get immediate and 
thorough professional training for 
Red:
  “I have three children, ages 4, 2 and 
1. We adopted ‘Ginger’ on Monday. 
Today is Sunday. So far: He mounted 
my 1-year-old and bit her ear while I 
was feeding her. He stole her bottle 
and growled at her when she took it 
back. He pinned my 4-year-old to the 
floor and ripped his pants. 
  “Ginger’s tail was tucked up under 
his body in all of these instances, and 
I had to physically remove him from 
my children. When he bit the baby’s 
ear, he saw me coming and let go. 
But while I was chasing him, he ran 
up to her and grabbed her ear again, 
biting and pulling on it until she 
was bleeding. I don’t know whether 
training will help. I just don’t know 
what to do.”
  Training almost always helps. 
But in any situation involving an 
aggressive dog living with children, 
the answer is to find the dog a new 
home -- one without children and that 
includes an adult who is prepared to 
devote as much time as necessary to 
the training and socialization of an 
aggressive dog.
  This may not be the popular 
answer, but it’s the truth. And in 
some lesser known words of Dickens, 
“There is nothing so strong or safe 
in an emergency of life as the simple 
truth.”

•••
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Meet Bingo, a handsome fawn and white male, 
who is an all-around nice boy. He is kid, cat 
and small dog friendly. This loveable boy has a 
distinguished white face and striped tail. Bingo 
enjoys romping and playing during turnout, so he 
would do best with a fenced yard. If you would 
like to meet Bingo or any of our many other 
greyhounds ready to find their own comfy home 
please contact Greyhound Pets of America at 
(727) 595-7852, our website:  greyhoundpets.com 
or see us at the Tyrone PetSmart on most Sundays from noon to 2 p.m.

Bella is a DSH petite young lady who is a little over 
a year old. She has the most beautiful calico coat. 
Her previous owners were moving and could not take 
Bella along. If you want to add beauty to your home, 
then come on by the SPCA Tampa Bay and bring 
Bella home today, 9099 130 Avenue N. in Largo or 
call 727-586-3591.

SPCA Pet of the Week

Adopt or Foster a Greyhound

Veronica is a very loving 4 year old DSH Torti (Tortoise 
Shell). She is good natured and gets along with other 
cats.  Veronica is very sweet and will call out to let you 
know she wants to get out of the cage and play.  If you 
can provide a good loving home for Veronica, please stop 
by Friends of Strays Adoption Center at 2911 47 Avenue 
N. in St. Petersburg. She is yearning to get out of the 
cage!  For more information call 727-522-6566 or  visit  
www.friendsofstrays.com.  All adoption fees include 
spay/neuter,  microchip, vaccines and county license.

Friends of Strays

Gulfport Senior 
Center Snack Bar

5501 27 Avenue S. in Gulfport
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Always Available Menu: 
Bagels and assorted Danish

Sandwiches:
Hot Dogs

Tuna, Egg and Chicken Salad
Assorted Soups
Ice Cream items

Beverages Available include: 
Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate, 

Sodas and Juices
Check for Daily Specials!

Daily Congregate Dining offered
By Neighborly Care Network
Monday to Friday at 12 noon

Contact Jay at 344-2111 
to apply for the program 
(5 day processing time)

Prepaid Guest meals available 
$5.25 (3 days notice needed)

Volunteer Opportunities
Senior Center:

Contact Cynthia at 893-1231

Meals on Wheels:
Contact Pat Hazell at 

573-9444, ext. 291
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Music at Gulfport 
Beach Pavilion

Monday, 1-3:30 p.m.
  Cookie with karaoke & dancing
Tuesday, 1-3:30 p.m.
  Open
1-3:30 p.m.
  Melody Tunes Karaoke
Thursday, 1-3:30 p.m.
  Carol & Joe, Karaoke Kraze
Friday, 1-4 p.m.
  Joanne & Chris, The Silver 
Spinners
Saturday, 1-3:30 p.m.
  Jay & Lolita “Toonsters”
Sunday, 1-3:30 p.m.
  Italian American accordion by 
Woody for fun & dancing 

Donations accepted
Weather permitting

  ARIES (March 21-April 19). 
Relationships could use a new spark 
of excitement. It may feel artificial 
to introduce this on your own, but if 
you wait around for circumstances 
to change, you’ll be waiting for a 
very long, boring time. So put your 
thinking-and-dreaming cap on, and 
drum up some juicy adventure for 
you and the ones you love.  
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Self-
esteem is ultimately up to you. But no 
person is an island. The people around 
you can make a huge difference in 
the way you view yourself. When 
someone else sees you as perfect and 
loves you unconditionally, you’ll start 
to feel that this is true. This week 
you benefit from the support of loved 
ones.
  GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The 
world can be a harsh and shadowy 
place. Make an extra effort to be 
around wholesome and sweet stimuli. 
Maybe it’s the taste of fresh cinnamon 
bread or the smell of baking apples 
that puts you in the “life is good” 
frame of mind. Or maybe it’s that 
laughing person with the dancing 
eyes.
  CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’ll 
probably allow for more interruptions 
and diversions than you normally 
would, simply because there is so 
much you have missed in the past 
two weeks that is now demanding 
your attention. It’s nice to stop and 
catch up every once in a while. By 
Thursday you’ll be back on track with 
all of your responsibilities.
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You know 
that a relationship would be better if 
a certain someone would adjust his or 
her behavior. Loved ones will change 
in their own good time. Concentrate 
on yourself. You’ll inspire others with 
your commitment to being the best 
person you can be. And before you 
know it, the relationship is renewed.
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 

How comfortable are you with 
nonconformity? You’ll find out this 
week, when you come across folks 
who think that recipes are just 
starting points for experimentation 
and the lines in the roads are merely 
suggestions as to where one could 
drive if one so chooses. You’ll fight a 
good fight for order and decency.
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You 
have a way of unifying people. Your 
communication skills are stellar. 
And you know what the group needs 
to do in order to arrive together at 
a desired point in the future. This 
week will be a learning process. You 
will eventually figure out how to get 
people as focused on team goals as 
they are on their individual goals.
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). This 
week gives you a lot to consider. 
New people and influences show 
you options you never would have 
considered a few weeks ago. By 
Friday, you’ll likely figure out that 
you’ve had enough time to decide 
on your course. Jump off the diving 
board. Just do it. What you do will 
matter -- that is, if you actually do 
it.
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). You’ll be intent on your work, 
but hopefully not so singularly 
focused that you miss the peripheral 
excitement. It’s possible that the 
distractions are more important than 
the main focus. Though it is noble to 
hone your talents, in the end you will 
be judged not for your abilities, but 
for your heart. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’re happy with simple things, 
but you also have your heart set on a 
high-ticket item. Recognize the many 
forms of abundance that are already 
in your life. That will help you 
figure out how you’re going to make 
the money to get this thing you’re 
thinking about. Remember that 
money is an exchange of energy.

  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Perfectionism can be a thief, robbing 
you of new possibilities. When you 
decide what “perfect” is, you are 
placing limits on your future, thinking 
only one way can be the best. Pay 
attention to details only insomuch 
that they excite you, challenge you 
and give you greater appreciation of 
truth and beauty.
  PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The 
poets and dreamers are the first 
explorers of the world. The scientists 
and builders always arrive later. 
When things aren’t happening easily, 
take a step back. Your insistence on 
tangible results may be premature. 
Meditate and imagine, and then try 
again. Let your spirit blaze a trail for 
the rest of you to follow. 
  This Week’s Birthdays: You were 
endowed with talents and physical 
attributes from birth -- you can 
hardly take credit for that. But you 
can take credit for how well you 
use your gifts this year. You will be 
honing a craft, and your diligence 
will be rewarded this month. May 
brings a new teacher. There will be 
an audience to please in June -- and 
please you will. A romantic bond 
is established or re-established in 
August. There will be more work in 
September and a sound investment 
opportunity, too. 

•••
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LaSala to Address 
Democratic Club
  Robert LaSala, Pinellas County 
Administrator, will be the featured 
speaker at the April 8 meeting of 
the Greater Pinellas Democratic 
Club. Mr. LaSala will discuss the 
interplay of various functions of 
the complicated, ever evolving and 
varied responsibilities in running the 
county’s business. Working with the 

County Commissioners in this large 
and diverse county, he makes timely 
decisions that affect all citizens. 
  The meeting, to be held at Banquet 
Masters, 8100 Park Boulevard in 
Pinellas Park, starts with cocktails 
(cash bar) and social time at  
6 p.m., followed by a varied and 
sumptuous buffet dinner at 6:30 p.m.  
and concludes with Mr. LaSala’s 
presentation and discussion. Don’t 
miss this chance to hear and 

ask questions about the current 
challenges facing your County 
Administrator.  
  For questions or reservations 
(dinner $15) call Betty Morgenstein 
at 727 360-3971. Everyone welcome.

•••

The Sunsation 
Show Chorus
 Broadway music is always a 
perennial favorite. The Sunsation 
Show Chorus will present the last 
show of the season, “Broadway: 
Opening Night” on April 11, 3 p.m. 
at Pinellas Park Performing Arts 
Center, 4951 78 Avenue N. and April 
18, 3 p.m. at Largo, Faith United 
Methodist Church, 403 First Ave. 
S.W.  
  For tickets call 688-5189; 541-4501 
or visit www.sunsationshowchorus.
com.

•••
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Merry Pier Kids Fishing Tournament
Photo by Cathy Salustri

  Zack Yore, 8, shows off this Sheepshead 
his friend caught at Saturday’s Hooked on 
Fishing children’s tournament at Merry 
Pier. Zack lives in Old Northeast. The city 
of St. Pete Beach sponsored the tournament, 
and the Pinellas Marine Institute and 
McDonald’s provided lunch. 
  We took more photos than we can print 
here. If we took your photo at Saturday’s 
event, you can view in on The Gabber 
Newspaper’s Facebook page. To become our 
fan on Facebook, click on the Facebook icon 
at TheGabber.com.

Beach Picnic Pot Luck
  The 1st Annual Crime Awareness 
and Prevention Picnic is quickly 
approaching.  It will be on Saturday, 
April 17 at 1 p.m. at the large 
pavilion on the beach (Shore Blvd. 
S.) The entire city is invited. This is a 
great opportunity to bring neighbors 
who haven’t been involved in their 
local crime watch group to get their 
feet wet. It’s also a great way to meet 
your Council Members, as well as 
those who help protect us (Police, 
Fire and the CERT Team).
  This is a pot luck picnic, so bring 
your favorite dish to share and drinks 
and plates/utensils for yourself.
  For more information, you can 
contact Steven Karbowski at 
stevenkarbowski@msn.com or Jeri 
Reed at jrvolunteer@aol.com or at 
727-548-5566 (days) or 727-327-3509 
(evenings).

•••
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Recreation Center  5730 Shore Blvd. So   893-1068

Gulfport Library      5501 28th Ave. So.   893-1074  
                    or fax 893-1072

Gulfport Creative Short Story 
Writers: Every Wednesday, 10:00 
am.
AARP Tax Aid:  Fridays through 
April 9.  Doors open at 10:00 am, 
no new clients admitted after 3:00 
pm.  A free service for seniors & 
others on low or fixed incomes.  
First-come, first-served.  Bring all 
tax papers and a copy of last year’s 
return.
One-on-One Computer Instruc-
tion: By appointment only--contact 
Alex Hooks at the Reference Desk, 
or call 893-1073.   
READ-A-THON: TAKE A RE-
FRESHING “READING BREAK” 
AT THE LIBRARY!  Readers of all 
ages are invited to pick up a read-
ing log to record minutes you spend 

reading at the Gulfport Library dur-
ing National Library Week, April 
12-17.  Read at whatever time you 
choose and for as long as you like.  
At the end of NLW, we’ll tally up 
the logs and publish the total num-
ber of in-Library reading-time!
Exhibition of Paintings by 
Jim Joiner.  Through April 
29.  Opening Reception: Friday, 
April 2, 5:00-7:00 pm.
Suncoast Computer Users 
Group (SCUG):  Thursday, April 
8, 6:00 pm.
Coffee/Talk Movie: Wednes-
day, April 14, 1:30 pm.  “Hunger” 
(“Sult”). This award-winning Scan-
diavian film paints a landscape of 
obsession: the realm of a literally 
starving artist.  Based on the novel 

by Knut Hamsun.  (Henning Carls-
en, 1966, 112 min. subtitled)  
Coffee/Talk Book Club: Thurs-
day, April 15, 10:00 am.  Discussion 
of Hunger (Sult), by Knut Hamsun.  
Books / discussion guides are avail-
able at the Reference Desk.
Scrapbookers Club for Teens & 
Adults:  Saturday, April 17, 1:00 
pm.  Make beautiful pages of mem-
ories.  
The G & O Book Club:  Satur-
day, April 17, 1:30 pm.  Philosophi-
cal discussion group based on the 
works of mystic G. I. Gurdjieff and 
philosopher P. D. Ouspensky.  
Crafts Club for All Ages:  Satur-
day, April 17, 2:00 pm.  Earth Day 
crafts, Presented by Pat Brinkley.

RECREATION WEBSITE-www.
mygulfport.us and follow the 
links: City Departments, Leisure 
services, Rec. Center.

ACTIVITIES 
Open Gameroom - Tues. & 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Adult Basketball - Mon., Wed. & 
Fri, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and Thurs., 6-9 
p.m.  

PROGRAMS 
School Year Child Care Pro-
gram - Grades K-5, (up to age 14 
on in-service days).
Teen Night - Teens, age’s middle 
school to 17. Mon., Wed. & Fri. 6-9 
p.m. 
Tot Time Program - Ages 3-5 
year old, 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

NEW CLASSES- Interested in 
teaching a class? Call John at 

727-893-1079 for more info
• Belly Dance – Starts April 13th, 
Tues., 6:45 p.m. Call Daniela at 
561-302-6174.
• Cake Decorating – Mon., 6-9 p.m. 
Call Eshia at 289-7448 for inter-
est.

CLASSES  - Call instructor for 
more information

• AAYA Cheerleading- Tues. 
6-7:45 p.m. Call AAYA at 813-885-
2292
• AAYA Dance- 6-8:45 p.m. Call 
AAYA at 813-885-2292
• Basic Drawing- Thurs., 1-3 p.m. 
Call Doug at 643-2554
• Dog Obedience - Call Lisa at  
772-3631.
• Fencing - Wed., 4:30 & 5:30 
p.m. Call Jim Campoli at 813-855-
3112.
• Floral Design – Wed., 6:15-7:45 
p.m. Call Lori at 289-4818. 
• Gymnastics - Fri., 5:30 p.m. Call  
Barbara at 804-9400.
• Karate - Mon. & Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
Call Diane at 459-1399.
• Knitting Class- Thurs. 10:30 
a.m. Call Latoya at 823-0437
• Nia - Wed., 9:00 am. Call Kalu-
wa at 729-9410.
• Noisemakers - Mon., 6 p.m. Call 
Gabe at 345-7472. Call for inter-
est.
• Sumyie –Wed., 6 p.m. Call Mike 
at 320-5035.

• Stretch and Tone, Tues. & 
Thurs., 9-10 a.m. Call Jean 302-
9423
• Tai Chi - Tues. & Thurs., 9 a.m. 
Call Aletta at 344-5181 or Marge at  
345-6708.
• Tennis - Tues., 4:30 p.m., 5 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. Call Jack at 430-0690.
• Walking Club – Thurs., 9 a.m. 
Call John at 893-1079.
• Watercolor with Patsi –Begin-
ners/Intermediate- Thurs., 6:30 
p.m. Call Patsi at 501-3559.
• Yoga in the A. M. – Wed., 9 a.m. 
Call Valerie at 557-4258.
• Yoga - Thurs., 6:30 p.m. Call  
Tamara at 512-2763.
• Zumba – Thurs., 6:30 p.m. Call 
Daniela at 561-302-6174.

TOMLINSON SKATE PARK
ALL skaters must purchase a 
sticker. Annual cost is $5 res. /$10 
non-res. Skaters 17 years of age 
and younger must be accompanied 
by a parent, have proof of resi-
dency and fill out a consent form.  
Availability to register: Monday – 
Friday, 9 a.m.–8 p.m.
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
GEMS Goes to Fresh Market: 
Thinking about getting some fresh 
produce at Gulfport Fresh Market on 
Tuesday mornings? The GEMS Mini-
Bus would like to take you there for free 
on the last Tuesday of each month from 
9am to noon. You don’t even have to 
be a registered GEMS member for this 
trip but you do have to live in Gulfport! 
Would you like an arm to lean on? A 
Senior Center volunteer would love to 
assist you. Come and take advantage 
of what Gulfport offers at the Fresh 
Market! Call GEMS at 893-2242 to 
make your reservation. 
Be Counted! Complete your 
U.S.Census Form: Need help with your 
Census questionnaire? A representative 
from the Census Bureau will be 
available at the Senior Center for the 
next five Mondays from 4-6pm. Also, 
questionnaires are available in multiple 
languages.
SPECIAL EVENTS
The Steve Wayne Show: Back by 
popular demand “Steve Wayne” will 
wow you with a sterling performance you 
won’t want to miss.  Advance tickets: $8.  
At the door: $10. Come join us on Friday, 
April 16 at 7pm at the Catherine A. 
Hickman Theater. Cash bar available.
Elder Consumer Protection Expo: 
Plan on attending Stetson’s Elder 
Consumer Protection Expo on Tues. 
Apr. 20 from 9am-2pm. Free materials/
services including shredding of unwanted 
personal papers. Free Continental 
Breakfast/door prizes. Call 562-7888 for 
details. Don’t forget the GEMS bus or 
Gulfport trolley to get you there.
“Strut Your Stuff”: Walk to benefit the 
Senior Center on Saturday, April 24 from 
9am-noon. This 3K walk (approximately 
2 miles) will take place throughout our 
beautiful City of Gulfport. Thanks to 
Lynda Shehan for organizing this event. 
Entry fee: $10. Watch the Gabber for 
further details.
Beginners Duplicate Bridge Class:  
Interested in learning how to play 
duplicate Bridge? Come on Mondays 
either at 1pm or 6:30pm. Thanks to 
Bernie Wright for teaching both classes.
SPECIAL SERVICES:
Community Law Program: Volunteer 
attorneys will assist clients over 60 years 
of age with wills, living wills, powers of 
attorney, and health care surrogates 
at the Senior Center on Fri. Apr. 16 at 
9:30am. Must be income eligible. No 
appointment is needed. Call for more 
info.
Seniors Adopting Seniors: Be a part 
of a new program that helps enrich two 
lives - yours and a person in a local 

rehab center. Come and hear how YOU 
can make a difference on Tues. Apr. 20 
at 1pm. Free. 
Phones for Hearing Impaired: If you 
are hearing impaired, you may want to 
consider getting a specialized phone to 
make your phone conversations more 
enjoyable. The phones will be distributed 
at the Senior Center on Tues. Apr. 20, 
9:30-11:30am with no out of pocket cost. 
Call (727)399-9983 for more info.
Caring for Yourself While Caring 
for Others: Ken Staggs, Chaplain with 
Suncoast Hospice has offered to share 
his expertise in knowing how to care 
for yourself while caring for others. The 
presentation will be held on Wed. April 
21 at 10:30am
Nutrition Classes: A series of five 
Nutrition Classes will be offered every 
Thursday in April at 1pm. Call now to 
reserve a seat as space is limited. Paid 
for by the Senior Center Foundation.
Transportation for Gulfport 
Seniors:
Gulfport seniors 55 & over who would 
like door-to-door transportation service 
for medical appointments, grocery 
shopping, beauty/barber shops, etc. 
please call GEMS at (727) 893-2242. 
Annual membership: $50 and $1.00 
for each one way trip. All rides to the 
Senior Center are free. A free ride is 
also offered on the last Tues. of each 
month to Gulfport’s Fresh Market. Call 
for more info.
AARP Driving Classes: are held on 
the first two Tuesdays of every month 
from 1-4pm.  Call 343-9044 to register 
and fee info.
Ongoing Support Groups:
  Diabetic Support (Every Mon. at 
10am) 
  Hearing Support (1st & 3rd Mon at 
2pm)
JUST FOR FUN
Bingo:Fridays at 1pm. (No Bingo Apr. 
2) 
Wii Bowling every Thurs. at 1pm and 
every first and third Tues. at 6:30pm. 
More bowlers are needed for the evening 
sessions so come and join the fun! Thanks 
to the students at Stetson College of Law 
for being a part of this activity.
Other Fun Activities
Quilting, Cards, Harmonica, Line 
Dancing, Language Classes, Exercise 
Classes, Bingo, Tai Chi, Yoga, a Fitness 
Center and much more! Come and check 
us out!
Join our E-mail List: Send us your 
e-mail address at  cdean@mygulfport.
us or  sfrank@mygulfport.us and we will 
send you our monthly activity calendar 
and notices on special events.

City Sponsored Activities
in the Community

Senior Center 5501 27th Ave. So.  893-1231  

5501 27th Ave. So. 
893-1070

Island Community Theatre
presents

“THE STING”

April 1st-11th
Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m.

Sun. Matinee, 2 p.m.

Tickets $15, Fri., Sat. & Sun.
2 for $20 Thurs.

Call 727-430-2328 or
www.islandcommunitytheatre.com

5500 Shore Blvd. So.
893-1070

JUKE JOINT KING’S BAND & SWING 
DANCE

Fri., April 2, 8pm-12:30am, $11
www.swingtime.info

MARIO DELEON’S BAND & DANCE
Social & Ballroom Dancing

Sun., April 4, 6-10pm

USA BALLROOM DANCE
Mon., March 29, 7-10:15pm

$5 Members, $7 Non-members

WEEKLY DANCES 
Every Tuesday

Ballroom Lessons 12–3pm $7
12-1 Inter, 1-2 Beg., 2-3 Dancing

Argentine Tango 6:30-10:30pm  $7
6:30-1st timers, 7-8-Beg. Lesson, 

8-10:30pm Practica/Milonga

Every Wednesday
Swing Dance 6 –11pm $7

6-8 Lessons, 8-11pm Swing Dance

Every Thursday
Salsa Dance 7-10pm $7

7-8:30pm Lessons,
8:30-10pm Dance

Neighborhood Center
1617 49th St. So./893-1070
Overeaters Anonymous: Sun. 

6:15-8:15pm



32 Gabber April 1 - April 7, 2010

Local Obituaries
BOYLAN, FRANCIS, 83 of Gulfport, 
died March 22, 2010. Born June 16, 
1926 and raised in Ireland, he moved 
to the US in his mid-20s and became 
a Naturalized Citizen in 1960. He 
had a career working for the City of 
Chicago as a driver for the Sanitation 
Department. After exploring different 
areas in the US for his retirement 
years, Francis decided to move to 
Gulfport and called it home. Soon 
after, he discovered our local tavern 
and made sure to attend social hour 
on a regular basis. Many of us who 
got to know Francis will miss his 
humor, political discussions and his 
flirtations with the ladies, “fair to 
middlin’ ”. May you rest in peace. 
Survivors include his sister Mary 
McManus, Ireland, nephew James 
McManus, Ireland and nieces Mary 
Coleman and Barbara Brehoney of 
Ireland. A graveside service will be 
conducted on Friday, April 2, at 3 
p.m. at Woodlawn Cemetery, 58th 
Street and 1st Ave. South.

•••

DICKSON, DORIS H., 88, of South 
Pasadena, passed away March 21, 
2010. Born in Medford, NJ. Doris 
was a longtime winter resident of 
Florida until she moved permanently 
to the area. She was a member of 
the VFW Ladies Auxiliary Post #609 
and the Medford United Methodist 
Church. She is survived by her 
daughters, Shirley (Manny) Dehritz 
and Patricia (John) Johns; sister, 
Evelyn Verna Wilz; 3 grandchildren; 
5 great-grandchildren. She is 
preceded by her husband, Leonard, 
and brother, Robert G. Harriett. A 
memorial service will be held at The 
Fountains where she had lived and 
had many friends on Wednesday, 
March 31, 2010 beginning at 6 p.m. 
on the dock behind The Fountains. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
made to the VFW Ladies Auxiliary 
or the Medford United Methodist 
Church. Beach Memorial Chapel, St. 
Pete Beach, FL, 727-360-5577.

•••

ESPINOzA, KELLEN, 25 of 
Gulfport passed away March 25, 
2010 at home. Born in Santa Rosa, 
California, Kellen moved here when 
he was just one year old. Kellen was 
a member of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church and attended school there 
from kindergarten through 5th 
grade. He also attended Admiral 
Farragut Academy. Kellen was 
preceded in death by his mother, 
Karen. He is survived by his loving 
family, father, Eric K. Espinoza; 
sister, Shelly Wilson; maternal 
grandparents, William R. and Jan 
Eleazer; paternal grandparents; Eric 
J. and Florene Espinoza. There will 
be a Memorial Service Wednesday, 
March 31, 2010 at 11:30 a.m. at 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 301 58 
Street S., St. Petersburg, Florida.

•••
HENDERSON, TOM WILLIAM, 
65, of South Pasadena passed 
away Saturday, March 20, 2010 
at Tampa General Hospital due to 
complications from a long battle with 
cancer. He was born June 28, 1944 
in Massillon, OH, the son of John 
and Mary Henderson who preceded 
him in death. He is survived by his 
wife, Misty Henderson and beloved 
cat, Lucy of South Pasadena. His 
children, Randy Henderson and wife, 
Iveta of Sydney, Australia, daughter, 
Joy Diaz and husband, Angel; 
grandchildren, Grace and Thomas of 
Massillon, OH; sister, Patricia Jones 
of Massillon, OH, along with many 
nieces and nephews. The family is 
honoring his wishes of not having 
services. Beach Memorial Chapel, St. 
Pete Beach, FL, 727-360-5577.

•••
MILLARD, ROSS C., of Gulfport 
died March 22, 2010. Survived by 
his wife of 64 years, Vera; son, Lee; 
daughter-in-law, Jean. In lieu of 
flowers please donate to the Hospice 
of the Suncoast.

•••
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Letters

Letters to the Editor
  Please keep letters to the editor as brief and to the point as possible. 
  Letters must be typed in upper and lower case on plain white paper or emailed to  
publisher@thegabber.com. One letter per author every four weeks. 
  All letters are printed and edited for length and content at the discretion of 
the editors.
  The Gabber encourages and welcomes all letters.
  The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily 
represent the views of the publishers, staff or advertisers.

Additional Exemption 
for Low Income Seniors
  Dear Editor: I was amazed (and 
ashamed) when I learned from 
the Gabber’s March 11 article 
that Gulfport is one of only four 
municipalities in all of Pinellas 
County that doesn’t offer the 
additional homestead exemption 
for low-income seniors. All of the 
remaining 20 municipalities plus 
unincorporated Pinellas do provide 
it.
  The exemption allows an additional 
reduction in property taxes to 
homesteaders 65 and over with 
current household income of less 
than $25,780. I don’t know when or 
why Gulfport made the decision to 
withhold this exemption, but I think it 
should be reconsidered - and quickly! 
It’s important and it’s needed. 
  Gulfport has a reputation for being a 
warm, caring community. And we do 
offer a wonderful array of activities 
and support groups for all of our 
citizens - young and old, rich and poor, 
families and singles. We support the 
arts and the environment. We have 
great civic events and city services.

  Actually, we do so many things right 
that it’s hard to understand how we 
would be so out-of-step on the low-
income senior exemption.
  Hey Council! Hey everyone! Time to 
rethink this one!

Carol Davies-Steinke
•••

Thanks for the 
Fountains!
  Dear Editor: We want to thank 
whoever is responsible for fixing the 
two fountains in Wood Ibis Park.  
Someone had told us that the city 
was out of funds for repairing them, 
having already spent a great deal 
of money on the maintenance of the 
pond and its fountains this year.  We 
assumed they would be repaired in a 
future budget year, if ever.    
  It was a very nice surprise, then, to 
see them spouting again, illuminated 
and prettier than ever! Another 
source told us that a private donor 
from Town Shores donated the funds 
for repairing the fountains. I’m sure 
there are many other fans of Wood 
Ibis Park who would like to thank 
whoever is responsible for bringing 
back the fountains.

Larry Enlow & Maureen Kilroy
•••

Salute the Troops BBQ
  Stetson University is planning a 
barbecue for Saturday, April 17, 
from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., at the Gulfport 
Recreation Center field (corner of 58th 
St. S. and Shore Blvd. S).  There will 
be games, auctions, prizes, free food, 
music and lots of excitement for the 
whole family.  
  The event is designed to raise funds 
used to create care packages to send 
to members of the Armed Forces.  On 
the day of the event, please feel free to 
bring donations, which in turn will be 
sent to our troops!  There will also be 
councilors on site to assist veterans 
that day.
  This event is sponsored by Law and 
Order at Stetson University College of 
Law, American Bar Association/Law 
Student Division Stetson Chapter, 
City of Gulfport and Shook, Hardy 
and Bacon, LLP. Contact: 727-557-
6945.

•••
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West Coast Orchid 
Society to Meet
  The Florida West Coast Orchid 
Society will hold their monthly 
meeting, on the second Thursday of 
the month, April 8, at the Pinellas 
County Cooperative Extension 
(Botanical Gardens), 12175 125 
Street N. in Largo.  An educational 
class will be held at 7 p.m., with a 
short meeting at 7:30 p.m. followed 
by a presentation from Martin Motes 
from Miami on Vanda Orchids. An 
orchid sale, raffle, and refreshments 
follow. Visitors are welcome. 
Free admission and parking. For 
more information, please call  
727-733-8167.

•••

Enter Table Tennis 
Tournament
ST. PETE BEACH, FL:  Sunrise 
Table Tennis and the St. Pete Beach 
Community Center are hosting 
a Table Tennis Tournament on 
Saturday, April 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the St. Pete Beach Community 
Center, 7701 Boca Ciega Drive. This 
singles competition is open to all 
skill levels. The fee for all players 
is $10 which includes lunch and one 

entry into the raffle for a brand-new 
Newgy Robo Pong machine. Lunch 
is provided by Pizza Hut in South 
Pasadena.  For more information call 
363-9245 or come to the Community 
Center to register.

•••

Cake Decorating Class
  Have you always wanted to be a 
cake decorator? Now you can in just 
three hours with an Icing on the Cake 
home party by Eshia at the Gulfport 

Recreation Center. Adult and 
children’s classes will be available 
on Mondays from 6-9 p.m. for $20 
per class. You bring an un-iced cake; 
the decorating tools will be supplied 
and you leave with a beautifully 
decorated cake.  Please call Eshia at 
727-289-7448 for more information. 
Pre-registration is required before 
attending class. Class start date will 
be given by the instructor.

•••
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Somethin’ on my mindSomethin’ on my mind
By Bill Northrop                  B_Northrop@theGabber.com

An Incompatible Policy

In earlier columns I complained 
that it was ridiculous, even 
stupid, to try jihadist terrorists 

in civil courts. While recognizing that 
some have been tried and convicted 
there ( i.e. Reid, the shoe bomber), I 
reasoned that since we have gone to 
war to fight the terrorists, the proper 
venue is military courts.
  However, the fact is we are going 
to try terrorists in the civilian courts. 
Attorney General Eric Holder told a 
congressional committee a couple of 
weeks ago that Osama Bid Laden is no 
different than Charles Manson. His 
approach was that these terrorists, 
whether American or foreign, are no 
different than street criminals. This 
was the approach during the Clinton 
administration ten years or more 
ago.
  What I am asking is that if this 
is so, why are we trying to kill all 
these guys? We sent troops into 
Afghanistan to drive out the Taliban 
and capture and/or kill any who 
resisted. From the beginning in the 
Bush administration until now, the 
object has been to kill terrorists. Is 
that really right?
  We don’t send police out on our 
streets to kill suspected or even 

known killers. Instead, we capture 
and then try them. Some do get 
killed in violent encounters with 
police, but the police mission is not 
to kill them. We don’t send out hit 
squads to pick them off. And, in cases 
where the criminals are shot, there 
are investigations to determine why 
it was necessary.
  The closest we have come to shooting 
down criminals was in the 1930s when 
there were nation-wide manhunts for 
the likes of John Dillinger, Baby Face 
Nelson, Clyde Barrow and Bonnie 
Parker, or members of the Barker-
Karpis gang.  Dillinger did get gunned 
down as did Barrow and Parker, but 
the consensus was that there was no 
alternative. Even at that, the “shoot 
on sight” order was rarely a public 
policy, or rarely a public fact.
  Mafia operations, which have and do 
their share of killings, were (and are) 
conspiracies to subvert and break 
our laws and eliminate – that is, 
kill – opposition to their operations. 
Yet, we never send hit squads to get 
them. The drug cartels and drug 
gangs which operate throughout this 
country happily killing people when 
necessary and destroying life after 
life, are not the focus of police hit 
squads. So, why are the jihadists?

  Now, however, we not only are 
directing missiles to assassinate 
people we assume to be criminals 
but some of whom may or may 
not be directly involved in killings 
here. Additionally, we have 60,000 
troops (or is it more?) swarming 
over Afghanistan on search and kill 
missions. It’s all indiscriminate. 
Whoever gets killed gets killed. 
We’d like to kill specific leaders, but 
eliminating the group is ideal.
  That policy is not compatible with 
trying people in civil courts.

•••
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  The Auxiliary’s miniature golf tournament was a huge success, thanks to everyone who donated, volunteered and 

participated.  
  Sunday, March 28 is our next blood drive from 8:30 to 11 a.m.  Blood donors receive a free breakfast.
  The $1,000.00 drawing is Tuesday, March 30 at 8 p.m.  If you don’t have a ticket, better hurry and get one before they 
are all gone.
  Every Monday night, from 6 p.m. until closing, is ladies night with half price drinks for the ladies.
  Join us for dinner on Friday & Saturday nights from 5 to 7 p.m. The Southern Knights band plays after dinner both 
nights.This Saturday, March 27, the S.A.L.’s will be serving their all-you-can-eat spaghetti & meatballs. Wednesday 
nights we have bingo starting at 6 p.m. Food is available during bingo. Every Wednesday at 1 p.m. join us for euchre.
  Also, we are still accepting donations for troops in Iraq. Items needed include powered drink mix for bottled water, 
personal hygiene items, socks, batteries, snacks, dry food items, etc. A collection box is provided at the post.  For more 
information call Shirley at 510-1919. Let’s show them our support!

    American Legion Activities
Post 125 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

 6440 - 5th Ave. S.,   St. Petersburg     347-6085

Lunch Served
11am-3pm
Euchre 1pm
Bingo 6pm

Kitchen open

Lunch Served
11am-3pm

Ron’s Karaoke 7pm

No Lunch ServedBreakfast 8:30-11am
Kitchen Open 2-5pm

Dinner 5-7pm

Southern Knights Band
7-11pm

Kitchen Open
11-2 Lunch

Dinner 5-7pm
Southern Knights Band

7-11pm

Lunch Served
11am-3pm

Ron’s Karaoke 7pm

Post 305    
        6999 Gulf Blvd.,   St. Pete Beach   367-1596

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Bar Bingo 7pm
Food Served

Fish Fry 6-8pm
Entertainment 7-10pm

Steak Dinner 6-8pm 
Geno 7-10pm

Sports 12-6pm
Wings 3-5pm

Bucky Burgers 5-8pm
Karaoke 7-10 pm Harry 7-10pm

ALA Special Dinner 
6-8pm

Frank Caine 7-10pm

  Free breakfast will be offered to all blood donors on April 11 at American Legion Post 305, 6999 Gulf Boulevard in St. 
Pete Beach between the hours of 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
  Along with the Auxiliary blood drive they will be hosting a bake sale to help fund their Girls State Program. Girls State 
is one of the many functions in which all Auxiliary units participate throughout the year. The Girls State program is 
dedicated to area high school juniors who meet certain criteria to spend a week in Tallahassee in July for a hands-on 
understanding of how bills are made and passed through the House and Senate. Proceeds from the bake sale will help 
fund their expenses (housing, meals and transportation) for the week. Please visit our bake sale to buy, donate or have 
coffee and a snack. Contact the lounge at 367-1596 for more information.  
Check with the lounge for special events at 727-367-1596 or check out our website at www.post305.org. 
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 Gulfport’s Centennial
    100 Week Countdown to 100 Years!

    
                               
  

 

Think you know the answer?
Send us an email with your answer, name and 

phone number to News@theGabber.com

   In just 28 weeks, Gulfport will  
celebrate the centennial of its 
incorporation, October 12, 1910.  We’ll 
be reminding you every week with an 
interesting old photograph from the 
collection of the Historical Museum.  See 
if you can identify the people, places, and 
above all the decade of each picture as it 
comes along.  To make it a little bit of a 
challenge, we won’t publish the correct 
caption until the following week.  

•••
  LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:

  Mayor Walt Williams (1887-1957) and his 
wife Inez, shown last week, were a most 
important part of Gulfport. Walt was born 
in North Carolina, but worked his way 
south, arriving in Gulfport just in time 
to point out the best location for a boat 
landing to the developers who would bring 
in the streetcar line. Inez was connected 
through her nieces’ marriages to almost 
every branch of the town’s first family.  
The municipal pier is named after “Uncle” 
Walt and his son Bert (1917-2001), also a 
Gulfport mayor. 

Gulfport Centennial Countdown Continues!

  This picture was taken near the end of the trolley’s long run.  What 
year did the streetcar service stop, and why? Answer next week.
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4th Annual Caregiver’s 
Conference
  The Midtown Health Council will 
present the 4th Annual Caregiver’s 
Conference on Saturday, April 17 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Suncoast 
Hospice, 3050 First Avenue S. in 
St. Petersburg. Featured speakers 
include Edna Matt, RN, MSN, 
“Staying Put & Holding On!” and 
Leslie Gibson, RN, BSN, “Laughter, 
The Survival Frontier!”.  This is a 
free event to meet other caregivers, 
share your experience and receive 
information from local agencies that 
can make your journey a little easier. 
Continental breakfast and lunch 
served. Event includes door prizes 
and gift bags. You must register to 
attend and the registration deadline 
is April 12. Call the Sanderlin Center 
at 321-9444 to register.

•••

Mainsail Arts Festival 
Seeks Volunteers  
ST. PETERSBURG- The 35th Annual 
Mainsail Arts Festival seeks volunteers 
to assist during the two-day show to be 
held in Vinoy Park, on St. Petersburg’s 
downtown waterfront, April 17 and 
18. Volunteers are needed to fill two 
1/2-hour shifts between 9 a.m. and 
7 p.m. on Saturday and between 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m. on Sunday.
  The Mainsail Arts Festival features 
250 artists from across the nation 
exhibiting their finest original art 
work, top name entertainment both 
days, the Young at ARt student show, 
Kids Create art tent, and a “culinary 
arts” food court, attracting more than 
90,000 visitors.

  Volunteer assignments include selling 
beverages, souvenir t-shirts and 
posters on April 17 and 18. If you wish 
to help, please contact Ann Vickstrom, 
volunteer coordinator, via e-mail at 
volunteers@mainsailartsfestival.org 
or leave a message at 727-892-5885. 
The volunteer application participation 
form is also available online at www.
mainsailartsfestival.org. Volunteers 
will be sent a confirmation of their 
assigned date and time. In celebration 
of their 35th year, they are providing 
each volunteer with a Mainsail Arts 

Festival T-Shirt.  Please provide your 
size (S, M, L, XL, XXL) when signing 
up to volunteer. 

•••

Easter Musical at Park 
Place Wesleyan
  Park Place Wesleyan Church, 4400 
70 Avenue N. in Pinellas Park, will 
present the Easter Musical “Savior 
- Jesus Messiah” on Friday, April 2 
at 7:30 p.m. Free admission. Nursery 
provided. Visit www.ppwc.org.

•••
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Corey Avenue 
Egg Hunt

Photo by Melissa Lattman

 Seven-year-old twins Dillon and 
Trent McCauley  pose with their 
eggs. along with Sally McCauley 
and John Cawthron. Adults and 
children walked along Corey 
Avenue visiting merchants and 
hunting for eggs.   The Karaoke 
and Easter Egg Hunt were part 
of the last Friday of March 
celebration hosted by the Corey 
Avenue merchants.

Good Friday Spring Fest
  Gateway Christian Center, 4355 
Central Avenue in St. Petersburg, 
will have a Good Friday Spring Fest 
on Friday, April 2 from 5-8 p.m. 
Event features candy, games, prizes, 
barbecue, live music, egg coloring, 
face painting, hair cuts and more. 
Try out the new 18-foot slide sport 
center. Free. Call 327-0771.

•••

Donations Needed for 
Kittens and Puppies
  SPCA Tampa Bay is requesting 
donations from the community in 
preparation for kitten and puppy 
season. Donations include dry and 
wet kitten and puppy food, kitty 
litter, new puppy and kitten toys, 
towels, paper towels, blankets, 
collars, leashes and crates.  Low 
cost spay/neuter programs available. 
Location is 9099 130 Avenue N. in 
Largo For more information or to 
view adoptable animals, visit www.
spcatampabay.org or call 727-586-
3591.

•••
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  Gulfport’s annual Springfest 
brought out a lively crowd 
last Saturday afternoon, with 
food, music, a clown, sidewalk 
coloring contest and an Easter 
Bonnet Parade. But it was the 
kids that seemed to have the 
most fun. Air-filled bouncy 
houses and  giant air slides 
were full as kids lined up to 
play.  A few even rode the 
Gyroscope and braved the 
death- defying twisting and 
turning.  After a cold and nasty 
winter, Gulfport was finally 
able to celebrate Spring. the 
day was warm, teh sky was 
blue, the food was yummy and 
the Easter bonnets colorful

Gulfport Springfest a Time for the Kids

Top: Looking down Beach Blvd, the crowds at 
Springfest last Saturday

Above: Three year old Caroline Fagan colors a 
bunny potholder at the Church of the Nazarene 
booth while her mother Dori Fagan looks on. She’s 
wearing a fabulous hat, by the way!

Above right: Gwenolyn Fields shows off her African 
-based artwork at her booth in the Courtyard.

Right: Seven year old sheppard Smith is all smiles 
as he and his nine year old sister Sylvie ride the 
Gyroscope at Springfest.

Photos By Leigh Clifton
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 Following are some of the calls that 
Gulfport Police responded to during 
the past week.
Friday 3/19
Noise Complaint- 2400 Blk Beach 
Blvd. S.
Domestic Verbal- 5300 Blk 8th Ave. 
S.
Arrest on Warrant- 5200 Blk Beach 
Blvd. S.
Theft- 5400 Blk Beach Blvd. S.
Harassing/Threat/Obscene Calls- 
Location Withheld.
Trouble with Individual- 2400 Blk 
Beach Blvd. S.
Domestic Battery- 1900 Blk 52nd St. 
S.
Theft- 5100 Blk 12th Ave. S.
Noise Complaint- 5900 Blk Pelican 
Bay Plaza. S.
Saturday 3/20
Noise Complaint- 5500 Blk 11th Ave. 
S.
Trouble with Individual- 1200 Blk 
Gray St. S.
Domestic Verbal- 5600 Blk 28th Ave. 
S.

Domestic Battery- 5600 Blk 28th Ave. 
S.
Theft- 4900 Blk Gulfport Blvd. S.
Noise Complaint- 2800 Blk Beach 
Blvd S.
Sunday 3/21
Arrest on Warrant- 1200 Blk 51st St. 
S.
Stolen Vehicle- 5500 Blk Gulfport 
Blvd. S.
Prowler- 1300 Blk 52nd St. S.
Burglary- 4900 Blk 24th Ave. S.
Animal Complaint- 700 Blk Gray St. 
S.
Stolen Vehicle (Attempted)- 5000 Blk 
18th Ave. S.
Monday 3/22
Animal Complaint- 2800 Blk Skimmer 
Pt. Dr. S.

Harassing/Threat/Obscene Calls- 
Location Withheld.
Trouble with Individual- 4900 Blk 
10th Ave. S.
Burglary- 6000 Blk Shore Blvd. S.
Trouble with Individual- 700 Blk Hull 
St. S.
Robbery- 2200 Blk York St. S.
Trouble with Individual- 2000 Blk 
56th St. S.
Prowler- 5100 Blk Tangerine Ave. S.
Tuesday 3/23
Trouble with Individual- 3000 Blk 
51st St. S.
Domestic Battery- 2500 Blk 51st St. 
S.
Truant- 900 Blk 58th St. S.
Trouble with Individual- 900 Blk 58th 
St. S.
Battery- 4900 Blk 31st St. S.
Drunk Person- 2000 Blk 49th St. S.
Criminal Mischief- 1300 Blk 59th St. 
S.
Theft- 5800 Blk 28th Ave. S.
Wednesday 3/24
Violation of Court Order- 900 Blk 
58th St. S.
Accident with Injuries- 5500 Blk 
15th Ave. S.
Trouble with Individual- 3000 Blk 
Beach Blvd. S.
Noise Complaint- 2500 Blk Beach 
Blvd. S.
Thursday 3/25
Trouble with Individual- 2000 Blk 
52nd St. S.
Vessel Stop- Water Front.
Trouble with Individual- 3100 Blk 
56th St. S.
Trouble with Individual- 1000 Blk 
61st St. S.
Road Hazard- 5600 Blk 15th Ave. S.
Trouble with Individual- 5100 Blk 
15th Ave. S.

•••

Crime Awareness Meeting 
By Jeri Reed
  The next Gulfport Crime Awareness & Prevention Meeting will not be held 
at the Neighborhood Center. We are taking our April meeting to Gulfport 
Beach  large pavilion on April 17 at 1 p.m. Come join your fellow neighbors 
in our first City-wide Crime Watch Picnic. We are inviting everyone who lives 
in Gulfport, including City Council Members, the Gulfport Police and the Fire 
Departments, and the CERT Team to attend.
  The event will be a pot luck picnic, so bring your favorite dish to share and 
drinks and plates/utensils for yourself.
  Everyone is invited to join us at the picnic to meet your fellow neighbors and 
those who serve and protect us. Learn how you can be more involved in helping 
to keep crime down in our neighborhoods and look out for each other. Come 
and see how “YOU” can make a difference.
  For more information, contact Jeri Reed at jrvolunteer@aol.com, or at 727-
548-5566 days or 727-327-3509 evenings.
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Singer Steve 
Wayne Returns
  Get your tickets now and enjoy a 
fantastic performance from singer 
and performer, Steve Wayne, Friday, 
April 16 at 7 p.m. at the Catherine A. 
Hickman Theater, 5501 26 Avenue 
S. in Gulfport. Steve has performed 
in Gulfport before and is back by 
popular demand. He thrills audiences 
of all ages with his velvety voice and 
captivating style. He adds his own 
unique romantic flair to love songs of 
the 40s, 50s and 60s.
  Tickets are $10 at the door or $8 
in advance at the Senior Center, 
5501 27 Avenue S. Cash bar and 
refreshments available. The proceeds 
from this event benefit the Gulfport 
Senior Center Foundation. For more 
information, call 727-893-2237 or 
727-893-1231.

•••

Yoga Classes in 
St. Pete Beach
  The St. Pete Beach Community 
Center located at 7701 Boca Ciega 
Drive is offering Yoga classes 
appropriate for all skill levels. Check 
out the St. Pete Beach website www.
spbrec.com  under Adult Programs, 
Yoga Classes, or contact Wendy 
Hessinger 727-686-0123, Cathy 
Sattler 727-367-7573, or Osha Ray 
805-680-3877.

•••

Get Connected 
in Gulfport
  Check out the City of Gulfport’s 
website to stay in touch with what is 

going on in your city.  You also can 
receive weekly event emails to help 
plan your weekend in Gulfport.
  If you haven’t had the chance to 
visit Gulfport website, the City 
welcomes you to take a look at  www.
mygulfport.us.  You will find many 
images on the site and if you take 
your mouse to each one of the light 
blue navigation bars, other menus 
will pop up for you to explore.  Scroll 
down the page and see the list of City 
events from all departments. If you 

click on an event you are interested 
in, you can add it to your calendar. 
Also on the main page, you will find 
a little yellow box below “Join Our 
Mailing List” to get up to date emails 
to remind you of Gulfport events. 
  The City’s website also refers you 
to other Gulfport related links in the 
“Search and Links” area.  All are 
invited to visit the City’s website 
and discover what is happening in 
Gulfport.

•••
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Everyday Cheap$kate
By Mary Hunt

Be Cheap With 
Yourself but Generous 

With Others
  Dear Mary: Recently, we were 
invited to celebrate my sister-in-
law’s 50th birthday at an expensive 
restaurant. My brother informed 
us that he cannot afford to buy us 
dinner, so we will have to pay for 
our own meals. My husband and I 
would like to get the “birthday girl” 
a gift but feel a bit strange about 
the invitation. What is the proper 
response? -- Deborah S., Wisconsin
  Dear Deborah: Here’s a principle 
to live by: Be cheap with yourself but 
not with others. If going to this party 
would improve your relationship 
with your brother and his wife (even 
if it’s already great), that’s what you 
need to do.

  If paying for your own dinner 
means not eating out for the next 
three months or skipping a couple of 
new outfits, that’s a small sacrifice 
for all the good this will do in the 
long run. Take a nice card and a 
small gift if you can swing it. If not, 
just being there and participating in 
a fabulous meal will be a wonderful 
gift. It will demonstrate your love 
and generosity.
  By the way, these days I don’t 
think this is an unusual or strange 
invitation. I think we’re going to see 
a lot more of this kind of creativity 
as more and more people are facing 
tough times.
  Dear Mary: It is important to me 
that I feed my family an organic diet. 
I feel that it is an investment in our 
health to avoid foods full of artificial 
ingredients. We go vegetarian a few 

nights a week to help with costs, but 
is there a way to save at natural foods 
stores? My local supermarkets leave 
a lot to be desired in their organic 
food choices, and Whole Foods is 
expensive. Do you have any tips for 
being a frugal and savvy organic 
consumer? -- Holly, e-mail
  Dear Holly: You can shop at Whole 
Foods. Just make sure you only buy 
things when they are on sale. Plan 
ahead. Peruse the weekly specials, 
and plan accordingly.
  You also can grow your own food. 
Yes, it’s a big job, but if you are 
committed to an organic diet, do the 
work yourself and reap the financial 
benefits.
  Consider joining a CSA -- which 
stands for community supported 
agriculture -- in your area. Find one 
that specializes in organic products. 
Go to http://www.LocalHarvest.
org/csa to find a CSA near you. 
Here’s how it works: A farmer 
offers a certain number of “shares” 
to the public. Interested consumers 
purchase shares, or memberships, 
and, in return, receive boxes (or 
bags or baskets) of seasonal produce 
each week throughout the farming 
season.
  Here’s another idea: Go in together 
with friends or neighbors to purchase 
a side of beef once each year. Check 
with a local rancher or butcher shop 
to learn more about organically 
raised beef in your area.

•••
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Win A Free 
Landscape Design
  The Industrial Arts Center in 
Gulfport has joined hands with 
Christopher Ross ASLA Landscape 
Design to give one lucky Tampa Bay 
homeowner help with turning their 
ugly yard into a Florida friendly 
landscape they - and their neighbors 
- will love.
  Landscape 911, a fundraiser for the 
non-profit 3D arts teaching facility, 
is open for entries now until April 
21, Earth Day 40. The grand prize 
winner will receive a professional 
landscape plan by Christopher Ross 
plus a few gifts to get them started. 
The contest is open to homeowners in 
Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties.
  To enter, homeowners are asked 
to send 250 words about why their 
landscape needs help. The short 
essay should be accompanied by up 
to five supporting documents such 
as photos, written complaints from 
neighbors or code violations. A panel 
of judges, including Ross, will choose 
the grand prize winner. The entry fee 
is a $25 donation to the IAC.
  The grand prize will be a 
professional consultation and custom 
landscape plan valued at $2,000, 
donated by Ross, a well known local 
landscape architectural designer 
and consultant. Lots of prizes will 
be awarded in a random drawing 
from all entries at the conclusion of 
the contest, including gardening gift 
certificates, Industrial Arts Center 
memberships, Blow Your Own Glass
Masterpiece certificates, and hand-
blown glass art.

  Entries may be mailed to the 
Industrial Arts Center at 2902A 
Beach Boulevard S., Gulfport, FL 
33707. For more information, please 
visit the Industrial Arts Center 
online at www.IndustrialArtsCenter.
org or call 727-289-9365.

•••

Tax Service for Seniors 
and Fixed Incomes
  AARP Tax Service will be at the 
Gulfport Public Library, 5501 28 
Avenue S. This is a free service for 

seniors or others on low or fixed 
incomes on Fridays through April 
9.  Doors open at 10 a.m. and no new 
clients are admitted after 3 p.m.  This 
is available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Bring all tax papers 
and a copy of last year’s return.  
  In addition, AARP Tax-Aide offers 
taxpayers a year-round opportunity 
to pose questions to online volunteers 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
from the comfort of home, at no 
charge. To learn more, visit www.
aarp.org/taxaide .

•••
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“Gus” Returns to 
Gulfport
  The Gulfport Community Players 
will open a Jim Brochu comedy 
entitled “Cookin’ with Gus” at the 
Catherine A. Hickman Theater of 
Gulfport on Thursday, April 22 at  
8 p.m. This play is a comedy with 
non-stop action from start to finish. 
Due to the many requests the Players 
have had to do this play once again, 
it finally returns to Gulfport. Besides 
being a great comedy, it even has a 
food fight!
  The story line goes like this: Gussie 
(Gus) Richardson is a famous food 
columnist and cookbook author. Her 
agent tells her she’s been offered 

her own daily network TV show. 
She tries to do a taping and then 
finds out that she has stage fright 
and can’t even open her mouth in 
front of a camera. In spite of all 
her friends trying to help her get 
over this problem, nothing seems 
to work. Bernie threatened her, one 
of Gus’s friends (Gypsy Carmen) 
casts spells, and the her husband, 
Walter, tries hypnotism. This seems 
to work, but the actual taping turns 
into a nightmare of comedy, errors, 
and laughs!
  The play will run from April 22 
through May 2 at the Catherine 
A. Hickman Theater of Gulfport. 
Curtain times are 8 p.m. for 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 

and 2 p.m. for the Sunday shows. 
Tickets are on sale now for just $15 
each. Get them at Eileen’s Resale 
Boutique, the Beach Bazaar, the 
Gulfport Chamber of Commerce, 
the Casino, at the door, or by calling 
them at 727-322-0316 for advance 
sales. 
  For more information on this play 
or the Gulfport Community Players, 
please visit the Players’ website at 
www.gulfportcommunityplayers.
org.

•••

Elder Consumer 
Protection Expo
  The Elder Consumer Protection 
Program is hosting the Bay Area 
Elder Consumer Protection Expo on 
April 20 from 9-2 p.m. at Stetson 
University College of Law, 1401 61 
Street S. in Gulfport.
Free and open to the public, the 
expo offers materials and services 
promoting knowledge about consumer 
protection related matters. Event 
features free shredding services to 
discard unwanted personal papers, 
Do-Not-Call / Opt-Out / Credit 
Report Registration kiosks, exhibit 
booths by various federal, state, 
and local agencies and Consumer 
Protection Information Sessions. 
Free Continental Breakfast and door 
Prizes.
  For more information, please 
contact Slade V. Dukes at or email 
to elderconsumers@law.stetson.edu.
Space and food may be limited; RSVP 
encouraged.

•••
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fatigue and familiarity.”
  The study examined handoff 
communications between pediatric 
interns -- first-year residents -- 
at Comer Children’s Hospital in 
Chicago. It found that interns 
ending an overnight shift typically 
spent 10 to 15 minutes updating 
incoming interns on the status of 
patients. But after interviewing 
both parties, researchers concluded 
that the most important information 
about patients was not successfully 
communicated 60 percent of the 
time.

GET ME THAT. STAT!
  While not as deadly as other 
forms, skin cancer may be more 
problematic in terms of growth and 
spread. The American Academy of 
Dermatology reports that the total 
number of procedures to treat skin 
cancer in the Medicare population 

increased 76.9 percent from 1992 to 
2006, when more than 3.5 million 
non-melanoma skin cancer cases 
were reported in the United States.

OBSERVATION
  “Your body is the baggage you must 
carry through life. The more excess 
baggage, the shorter the trip.”  -- 
American novelist Ellen Glasgow

NUMBER CRUNCHER
  A hot fudge sundae (158 grams) 
contains 284 calories, 78 from fat. 
It has 8.6 grams of total fat, or 13 
percent of the recommended total fat 
intake for a 2,000-calorie daily diet.
  It also contains 21 milligrams of 
cholesterol (7 percent); 182 mg of 
sodium (8 percent); 47.7 grams of 
total carbohydrates (16 percent) and 
5.6 g of protein.

MEDTRONICA
  Pills versus candy
  pillsvscandy.org
  Created by the California Poison 
Control System, this interactive site 
asks you to determine which photo 
is a picture of a drug and which is 
a picture of a similar-looking candy. 
The game highlights how easy it 
is to mistake one for the other, 
reinforcing two points: Don’t refer 
to any medicine as candy and keep 
drugs in their original containers in 
a safe place away from children.

STORIES FOR THE 
WAITING ROOM

  While conventional anti-
lice lotions may be effective, 
researchers are concerned about an 
increasing resistance to the topical 
insecticides.
  French researchers say they’ve 
discovered a new molecule that’s 
effective in 95 percent of test cases. 
The drug, called Stromectol and 
already on the market, is taken 
orally.
  Lice are a global problem infesting 
more than 100 million people 
worldwide, particularly children 
between the ages of 3 and 11.

LAST WORDS
  “Go away. I’m all right.”
  -- Science fiction writer H.G. Wells 
(1866-1946)

•••

By Scott Lafee

Fumbling Patient 
Handoffs

  When work shifts end at hospitals, 
the outgoing physician must “hand 
off” important information to his or 
her replacement in a brief meeting. 
A new study by the University 
of Chicago finds that this critical 
meeting of the medical minds doesn’t 
usually convey useful information, 
even when doctors rate their 
communications as successful.
  “When resident hours are shortened, 
you have more handoffs,” said Dr. 
Vineet Arora, an assistant professor 
of medicine who co-authored the 
study. “You could have concerns 
about either a tired physician who 
knows the patient or a well-rested 
physician who may not know the 
patient. The trade-off is between 
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fatigue and familiarity.”
  The study examined handoff 
communications between pediatric 
interns -- first-year residents -- 
at Comer Children’s Hospital in 
Chicago. It found that interns 
ending an overnight shift typically 
spent 10 to 15 minutes updating 
incoming interns on the status of 
patients. But after interviewing 
both parties, researchers concluded 
that the most important information 
about patients was not successfully 
communicated 60 percent of the 
time.

GET ME THAT. STAT!
  While not as deadly as other 
forms, skin cancer may be more 
problematic in terms of growth and 
spread. The American Academy of 
Dermatology reports that the total 
number of procedures to treat skin 
cancer in the Medicare population 

Beach Goes Pops XX
  Beach Goes Pops celebrates its 20th 
year on Pass-A-Grille Beach in St. 
Pete Beach on April 23-24.
  On Friday, April 23, starting at  
4 p.m., there will be live music, food 
and beverages till 10:30 p.m. Live 
music starts at 4 p.m. with local, up 
and coming band, “Next Exit” on the 
Street Stage. They welcome back 
“The Venturas” to the Pavilion stage 
starting at 5 p.m. “Suzette Jennings 
and the Moodswingz”, a crowd 
favorite, will play from 8-10:30 p.m. 
  Pass-A-Grille Beach is located at 
9th Avenue and Gulf Way in St. 
Pete Beach. Bring your blankets 
and beach chairs. Food vendors and 
beverages (soft drinks, beer & wine) 
are available to the public. Shuttle 
service will be available from 4 p.m. 
till 11 p.m. at the County Beach 
Park across from the Dolphin Village 
Shopping Center at 4600 Gulf 
Boulevard.
  “Art in the Park” returns again this 
year on Saturday, April 24 with local 
artists selling artwork and crafts. 
New this year will be a variety of 
children’s activities and games in 
Pass-A-Grille Park.
  Live music starts at 5 p.m. with “The 
Hip Abduction” on the Street Stage. 
There are 30+ stage side tables sold 
in advance for Saturday’s catered 
dinner by Wayl of a Time Catering.
The tables and seats sold are directly 
in front of stage for the Saturday 
evening performance which includes 
a fabulous catered four-course 
gourmet dinner with unlimited beer, 
wine and champagne. Saxophonist 
Jeff Zavac will entertain dinner 
guests starting at 5:30 p.m. till 6:30 

p.m. The Beach Goes Pops Orchestra 
starts at 7:30 p.m. and plays till 10 
p.m.
  Come out for an unforgettable 
Beach Goes Pops weekend with your 
family, friends and neighbors and 
enjoy the food, music and sunsets of 
Pass-A-Grille in a spectacular and 
unique beach setting.
  For information regarding table 
sales for Saturday’s catered dinner 
by Wayl of a Time or sponsorship 
opportunities please contact Paula 
Beersdorf at 727-459-8057 or 
paulab@sunriskinc.com. For any 
other questions please contact David 
Zavac at 727-278-1884 or dzavac@
tte.com. Visit www.beachgoespops.
com for event details.

•••

Community Food Pantry
  The Community Food Pantry housed 
in the Senior Center is available for 
Gulfport residents of all ages who are 
in need. Proof of address and income 
is required. Thanks to the wonderful 
individuals and businesses in 
the great City of Gulfport who so 
generously supply food items for the 
pantry on an ongoing basis.

•••

USCG Safe Boating 
Classes in Gulfport
  Boating Skills and Seamanship 
is a 13-week course offered every 
Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at US 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 7-16 
located at 3120 Miriam Street S. in 
Gulfport. Lessons include a 400-page 
manual and a class covering basic 
charting in local waters. For the $40 
fee you also are awarded a certificate 
at the end of the course and a chance 
to learn everything you need to know 
to feel secure on the water.
   You may start any Thursday. 
Course completion may help with 
insurance discounts. Call 727-686-
6940 for more information or leave a 
message at 321-4455.

•••

Operation Military 
Camp Needs Donations
  Operation Military Camp is coming 
up and is open to all children 8-13 
years of age who have a parent 
deployed. Contributions are greatly 
needed. Please contact American 
Legion Post 125 at 347-6085 to  help.

•••
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By Tom Margenau

Overpayments can 
be Overwhelming

  Q: I started getting Social Security 
in 2008. But a couple weeks ago, 
I received a letter from the Social 
Security agency telling me that I have 
been “overpaid,” and now they want 
me to repay about $5,000. I simply 
can’t afford to do this -- at least not 
all at once. What can I do?
  A: When the Social Security 
Administration alleges you have 
been paid incorrectly, you have three 
options: 1) you can appeal their 
overpayment allegation; 2) you can 
pay it back; or 3) you can file for a 
“waiver” of the overpayment. The 
option you choose depends on your 
circumstances.
  If you disagree with SSA’s decision 
that you were overpaid in the first 
place, or if you think the amount of 
the alleged overpayment is wrong, 
you should file an appeal. By using 
this option, you are simply asking 
them in writing to review your case 
to make sure their calculations are 
correct. This would be a good choice 
if you have any doubts about the 
overpayment or if you are confused 
about the specifics of the case. Even 
if you lose the appeal -- meaning that 
SSA satisfactorily explains to you 
why you were overpaid -- you still 
have the other two options available 
to you.
  If you agree with SSA’s decision 
that they paid you too much money, 
or sent benefits when you were not 
due any, you can simply pay them 
back. If you are still eligible for Social 
Security checks, SSA will recommend 
withholding all your benefits until you 
have repaid the debt. If that would 
be a financial hardship, you can ask 
them to withhold a certain amount 
from your monthly Social Security 
checks until the overpayment is 
recovered.
  If you are no longer receiving Social 
Security benefits, you can repay the 
debt by writing a personal check to 
the Social Security Administration. 
Or you may set up a repayment 

plan with SSA to repay your debt in 
monthly installments.
  If you agree that you have been 
overpaid, but you cannot afford to 
pay back the debt, you can ask SSA to 
“waive” or write off the debt. To have 
a waiver approved, you must meet 
two conditions.
  First, you have to convince SSA that 
the overpayment was not your fault. 
That would be easy to do in a situation 
where the government miscalculated 
your benefit. That’s obviously SSA’s 
fault, not yours. But if you were 
overpaid because you failed to report 
some event that should have changed 
your benefit amount or even altered 
your basic eligibility for benefits, then 
you would be hard-pressed to claim 
it’s not your fault. For example, if you 
went to work and started to make 
more than the earnings threshold 
after which benefits must be withheld 
(currently $14,160 per year), but 
didn’t report that fact to SSA, you’re 
in trouble!
  And here is the second provision 
of the waiver process. Even if the 
overpayment was not your fault, you 
must also prove to SSA that repaying 

the debt would create a financial 
hardship for you and your family. 
To do this, you have to provide SSA 
with records of your income and 
your expenses. This could include 
wage statements or tax returns and 
rent receipts, mortgage statements, 
utility bills, grocery receipts, etc. An 
SSA representative will review your 
household budget and decide if the 
overpayment waiver can be granted.
  Q: I am 67 years old and collecting 
Social Security. My wife just turned 
62. She spent most of her life as 
a stay-at-home mom, but she has 
worked enough to earn a small Social 
Security check. Can she file for her 
own Social Security now and then 
switch to higher benefits on my 
record when she turns 66?
  A: No, she can’t. The law says if she 
files for reduced retirement benefits, 
she must also file for any other Social 
Security benefits she is due at the 
same time. So, she will get her own 
Social Security check, which will be 
supplemented with a wife’s allotment 
up to about 30 percent of your full 
retirement benefit.

•••
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By Cathy Salustri

  “Weird,” my father mumbles 
as we wait for the #18 bus to 
pick me up. “You lose your 
license or something?”
  I assure him I have not.
  “Just weird,” He mumbles.
  My father, who, as a New 
York native saw public 
transportation as a necessity, 
doesn’t understand why I 
want to take the bus when 
I have a perfectly good 
car. No matter how many 
times I explain it to him, 
he just shakes his head and 
mumbles “weird.”
  As a child, my mother, also 
a New York native, took the 
bus to school. As an adult 
she took the bus to work. She 
took the bus to the city. When 
I suggest she take the Beach 
Trolley with me, she tells me 
in no uncertain terms that 
she’s done taking buses. 
  “All those germs,” she says.
  My mother’s germ-o-phobia 
aside, I can see why she 
doesn’t want to take the 
bus. I didn’t, either, for a 
long time. I took one before 
I learned to drive and all 
I remember is illogical 
schedules and having to 
transfer a bunch of times 
before I got where I needed 
to go, which inevitably took 
an hour or more longer than 
it would have in the car I so 
longed to own.
  This started out as an 
article about riding the oft-
maligned Gulfport Trolley to 
see how many people really 
used it, but as I started 
planning my trips I decided I 
wanted to try traveling using 
only public transportation. 
I would park my car for 
one week and see how hard 
it was—or wasn’t—to get 
around using the bus. 
  Day One: I start my seven-
day public transit adventure 
on a Saturday. I decide to 
buy a week pass. One small 

problem:  I forgot to do this 
before I started my self-
imposed car-lessness, so 
I must first board the bus 
to find a store that sells 
tickets. 
  I have punctuality issues, 
so it comes as no shock to me 
that I miss my first bus. This 
is not an auspicious start, 
but I can’t blame the bus for 
being on time when I am not. 
The Beach Trolley comes 
along every 
30 minutes, 
so I settle in 
and wait.
  When my 
bus finally 
arrives, I 
confirm with 
the driver that I can’t buy a 
weekly pass from him. He 
not only tells me where I can 
get one, he says that since 
I’m buying a weekly pass 
when I get to my destination, 
he won’t charge me the $1.75 
fare. Nice. I purchase my 
pass for $20 I can ride any 
bus in the county all week 
long. 
  Day Two: Grocery shopping, 
I discover, becomes a lot 
more economical when one 
must carry one’s purchases 
on a bus. No matter; riding 
the Beach Trolley is quickly 
becoming my new favorite 
thing to do. The seats are 
actually comfortable, and 
the drivers are practically 
tour guides.
 Day Three: I have a 
dilemma: I have to pick up 
papers from Gulfport city hall 
and take an unexpected shift 
at my other job no later than 
9:50 a.m., and I’m not sure 
I can do it. I momentarily 
consider just getting in 
my car –that would be the 
easiest thing to do—but, at 
the last minute, decide to 
trust public transportation.    
 I meet the Gulfport Trolley 
at 75th Avenue on the 
beach and am surprised to 

see people disembarking. 
It’s just past 8 a.m. and the 
people getting off the trolley 
are all dressed for work at 
the Tradewinds. 
  Anyone who has ever praised 
Gulfport’s community and its 
small-town feel would love 
its trolley drivers. This route 
is run by the city, who hopes 
that PSTA (the Pinellas 
Suncoast Transit Authority) 
will see its success and make 

it one 
of its 
r e g u l a r 
routes. 
  Amanda, 
m y 
d r i v e r , 
k n o w s 

her fares by name and where 
they want to go. She knows 
who recently quit smoking 
and who has trouble with 
their knees. I get the sense 
that she is much more than a 
driver to these regulars. 
  I ask her where I need to 
get off and what time she’ll 
be back and she tells me all 
these things, adding in that 
if I’m not back in time she 
will wait a few minutes for 
me.
  Day Four: Today I take 
my first transfer, taking the 
Beach Trolley to 75th Avenue 
and transferring to the 35, 
which will take me to South 
Pasadena and then onto the 
bike shop on Central. 
  I assumed that PSTA didn’t 
allow dogs or cats or snakes 
or sugar gliders on the bus; 
only when I scoured their 
web site looking for the 
Google Trip Planner did I 
find this:
  “For safety and convenience, 
small domestic animals are 
allowed on PSTA vehicles 
provided they are contained 
in an enclosed animal 
carrier.”
  Even so, I expect the driver 
to question me. He does not. 
Calypso sees this as a grand 

adventure. Taking a small 
dog on the bus is amazingly 
easy. The transfers go 
flawlessly and my last driver 
of the day asks if he can pet 
Calypso.
 Day Five:  I’m riding 
the Beach Trolley when I 
notice a small boy with his 
grandparents. They don’t 
seem to have a destination 
in mind; rather, it’s the 
trolley ride itself that’s the 
attraction. The tiny blonde 
boy sits on his grandmother’s 
lap, excitedly announcing, 
“I saw the water!” when a 
break in the resorts allows a 
glimpse of the Gulf. 
  This is not the first time I 
see small children riding the 
Beach Trolley as a form of 
entertainment rather than a 
means to an end. 
 Day Six: I’ve gotten better 
at getting to the bus stop 
on time, but I’m still not 
perfect. I find myself walking 
to places rather than wait 
another 30 minutes for the 
next trolley. I also realize 
that, at some point, I’m going 
to have to do laundry and I 
really don’t want to bring my 
lacy unmentionables on the 
bus. 
  I also have to interview 
whichever candidate wins 
the Gulfport Ward One 
election, so I board the 
Gulfport Trolley and head 
into Gulfport. I catch the 
last trolley home, wishing 
desperately for a shelter at 
the Clymer Park stop as I 
shiver in the wind. The driver 
remembers me and knew to 
look for me at the stop. He 
asks me how things went at 
Habana Café and I offer him 
my leftover shrimp.
 Day Seven: I board the 
Gulfport Trolley and transfer 
to the 79 to get to The Gabber 
office. I feel like an old hand, 
knowing my route numbers 
and where to pick up the 
next bus. I even advise a 

Two if by Trolley
A week in the life of a public transportation passenger

  “For safety and convenience, 
small domestic animals are 
allowed on PSTA vehicles 

provided they are contained in 
an enclosed animal carrier.”
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woman who wants to know where to 
get off for the 79. My transfer stop 
is sheltered, and it’s a good thing 
because it starts to rain while I’m on 
my way to Gulfport. 
  I arrive at The Gabber early for our 
Friday morning writer’s meeting—the 
first time that’s happened in at least 
a year. I reverse the process to get 
home: Take the 79, then the Gulfport 
Trolley home.
  So what are the pros and cons 
of taking public transportation in 
Pinellas County? Well, bus travel 
is much easier than when I was a 
teenager. Google Trip Planner (found 
at PSTA.net) tells you exactly what 
bus to take and when and will base 
your routes on either your desired 
departure or arrival time.
  However, when I first tried to use it 
to get to Gulfport, I realized that the 
much-touted Google feature didn’t 
include the Gulfport Trolley route 
at all. Furthermore, to even see the 
Gulfport Trolley route on PSTA’s web 
site you must download it as a pdf file 
rather than view it as a web page, 
as riders—or prospective ones—can 
do with the other routes. Given that, 
the 700+ riders the Gulfport trolley 
carried last week are something of a 
miracle. 
  The drivers, too, are friendlier than 
I remember from my teens (although 
that might have had to do with my 
being an obnoxious teenager than 
anything else): with one exception, 
every Beach Trolley and Gulfport 
Trolley driver went out of his or her 
way for passengers. Drivers don’t just 
answer passenger questions about 
which bus to take, they share their 
amazing wealth of local knowledge 
with them. Want to know where 
Sylvester Stallone lives? How about 
where to get a good seafood dinner? 
They can tell you. When the Beach 
Trolley hits spring break traffic 
going over the Memorial Causeway, 
it is our driver who jokes and puts 
a crowded bus at ease. These men 
and women are perhaps some of the 
best ambassadors of the beaches and 
Gulfport their respective chambers of 
commerce could hope to have.
  Despite these things, riding the bus 
isn’t for everyone. It’s not all writers, 
tourists, and Tradewinds employees 
on the bus: the bus carries its share 
of drunks and other less-than-
contributing members of society. It 
requires planning. Buses, despite 

a mighty impressive collection of 
technology, run late sometimes, and 
when they do, connecting buses don’t 
always wait.
  “The riders, they’re the superstars 
of this thing,” one of the Gulfport 
Trolley drivers tells me. “They have 
to be like quarterbacks.” I understand 
exactly what he means, because 
knowing where to go and how to get 
there is a playbook all its own.
  The trolleys and buses are cheap 
if you use them frequently ($55 a 
month for most, less for seniors and 
school-aged kids and teens) and not 
so bad for the occasional trip ($4 a 
day or $1.75 per trip). Weekly passes 
cost $20. All of these fares include 
the Gulfport Trolley and other city-
run trolleys, like the Jolly Trolley.
  I started my week wonde-ring if I 
could really do every-thing I needed 
while traveling via trolleys and buses 
and found that yes, I can. Can you? 
Well, 
that depends. I know two men 
who perform essentially the 
same job in different parts 
of Pinellas: one lives in the 
Lakewood area and works in 
St. Pete Beach. A 13-minute 
car ride turns into an hour-
plus adventure that routes 
him through downtown St. 
Pete and involves three 
different buses to get him 
to the beach; he could walk 
to work in less time. The 
other man lives in St. Pete 
Beach and works in 
Clearwater. He takes 
the Beach Trolley 
and gets to work 
in less time than it 
takes the 
first man 
to make 
w h a t 
should be 
a six-mile 
trip.
  I am 
lucky to 
live where 
I live 
and work 
where and 
how I work. 
I need to get 
to Gulfport 
city council 
every other 
week and T h e 

Gabber offices every Friday morning, 
and I travel to Dolphin Village on the 
beach for my other job. The Beach 
Trolley and the Gulfport Trolley both 
have stops less than 100 feet from my 
house, and take me almost everywhere 
I want to go. 
  While I would love to give up my car 
and its $300-plus-per-month carrying 
charges (payments, insurance, and 
gas), I’m keeping it. I think the key 
is in compromise: I’ll keep the car 
but take the bus or trolley when it’s 
practical. I can lower my insurance by 
driving less and cut way down on fuel 
costs, but I can’t justify selling the 
car. And while I’m not about to load 
a week’s worth of laundry on a bus, 
but take the trolley to Clearwater to 
see my mom and dad (who still think 
I’m weird)? 
  Absolutely.

  Contact Cathy Salustri at 
CathySalustri@TheGabber.com.

•••



54 Gabber April 1 - April 7, 2010

A Greener View
By Je� Rugg

Tips to Bring More 
Blooming Buds 

This Spring
  Q: Our forsythia bushes have not 
bloomed for the last several years. 
They are supposed to start blooming 
soon, and if they don’t, my husband 
wants to remove them. We restrict 
our pruning to the time shortly after 
they should have bloomed, so we are 
not cutting off the flower buds. They 
are growing in full sun. What can we 
do to force them to bloom?
  A: There are a few possible causes 
for spring-blooming shrubs failing to 
bloom. As you already know, pruning 
in the fall or winter cuts off flower 
buds. Forsythias, lilacs and most 
other species of these shrubs prefer 
growing in full sun. The more shade 
they get, the less they flower.
  If the shrubs are unhealthy for 
some reason, such as waterlogged 
soil or recurring diseases, they may 
not bloom. Forsythia flower buds are 
less hardy than the leaf buds and can 
be killed by winter or early spring 
freezes. If they only bloom near 
the ground where buds are often 
protected by snow, then the buds 
that don’t bloom were killed during a 
winter cold spell. You should get rid 
of them and plant a newer, hardier 
variety.
  If they bloomed well in the past 
and have stopped, it may be because 
old stems do not bloom as well as 
younger ones. Most spring-blooming 
shrubs flower best on stems two to 
four years old. That is one reason we 
remove one-fourth of the stems at 
ground level each spring after they 
bloom. This forces the plant to grow 
new stems each spring, and after 
four years, we have a new plant of 
only blooming young stems.
  If you have an old plant with only 
a few large stems, it may take a few 
more years to obtain the effect you 
want -- cutting down one large stem 
may remove a large section of the 
plant. If you do not depend on the 
plant to screen a view, you can just 
cut down the whole thing. This will 

force the plant to grow all new stems 
this year. This involves more risk 
because some plants do not send out 
any new growth; they just die.
  Forsythias do not have many other 
redeeming virtues, so that may give 
you the opportunity to plant a better 
plant. Newer varieties of forsythias 
contain more cold-tolerant flower 
buds.
  A last-chance option would be to 
fertilize the shrubs this summer with 
a fertilizer that promotes blooming 
to see if they bloom better next year. 
Three numbers are always on the 
fertilizer package. The middle one is 
for phosphorus. If it is about twice as 
high as the first number (nitrogen), 
it will work. It does not matter what 
kind you get, but be sure to follow the 
label directions.
  Q: Our yard is properly graded, 
but it is downhill from some other 
homes. Water takes its time to go 
through our drainage swale, and 
the puddle is killing the grass and 
flowers. We would like to speed it up. 
Can we trench it? And how should I 
do trenching?
  A: The first question you must answer 
when looking into trenching is, where 
is the water going to go? Is your yard 
the lowest one, or does the water go 
to another yard? At some point, the 
water in a subdivision either ends in 
a retention or detention area or goes 
into a stream or river. Sometimes it 
goes into the storm sewer, but that 
will still go to the river.
  Water traveling over land is often 
supposed to get to the lakes and 
streams more slowly than the water 
in the pipes. This allows the landscape 
architect and engineer to design the 
property to not flood downstream or 
downhill. If the water is supposed to 
travel on the surface in your yard, 
trenching may cause a problem for a 
neighbor.
  A trench is easy to dig with a 
machine and harder if you do it by 
hand. In many yards, the drainage 
swale is also where all of the cables 
are buried in your yard.
  Once the trench is dug, it can be filled 
with a pipe or with gravel. Either 

one should be wrapped in landscape 
fabric to prevent dirt from filling the 
gaps where water is supposed to flow. 
Tree and shrub roots can find the 
trench and eventually fill the drain 
so that it does not work well. The 
landscape fabric helps prevent roots 
from getting in. The trench should 
flow downhill at least 1 inch per 10 
feet.
  Now we must consider my first 
question: Where is the water going? 
The trench and pipe cannot just end 
below ground because the water 
must come out. Once a plugged pipe 
is filled, it is no better than no pipe at 
all -- the water has to go somewhere. 
If the ground slopes sharply away 
from the low end of the pipe, it can 
come out of the ground and let the 
water out.
  Planting plants that like lots of 
moisture may be a better solution. 
There are many wetland plants that 
will tolerate occasional drying out 
and will grow well in this kind of 
location. I have written about these 
plants in the past, so let me know if 
you want a list.

•••
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Volunteers Needed 
for Soup Kitchen
  The Salvation Army of St. 
Petersburg is seeking volunteers 
to staff its community soup kitchen 
on Saturdays and Sundays from 12 
noon to 6 p.m.  Volunteers will assist 
staff in serving meals to the clients 
who come to the soup kitchen each 
day for the noon and evening meals.  
They will be involved in serving, and 
clearing tables as clients arrive and 
depart during the meal hours.
  To volunteer please contact Gail 
Stark, Community Relations 
Coordinator at (727) 550-8080, ext. 
332 or by email at Gail_Stark@uss.
salvationarmy.org.

•••

New Zumba Class
  The Gulfport Recreation Center is 
now offering Zumba classes. Zumba 
is an international dance cardio 
workout that incorporates dances 
such as Salsa, Merengue, Hip Hop, 
etc., with no experience needed. 
Classes will be on Thursdays from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. starting March 4.   The 
cost is $10 per class or $8 per class if 
you pay by the month. Please contact 
Daniela (instructor) at 561-302-6174 
or John at the rec. center at 893-1079 
for more information. Please register 
in advance.

•••

SPCA Raises 
Adoption Fees
 SPCA Tampa Bay adoption prices 
have increased by $10 to include an 
animal’s microchip and registration 
fee. The new prices are: kittens 
(under 6 mos.) $45 and cats (over 6 
mos.) $35. Canines include puppies 
(under 6 mos.) $110, dogs (under 
25 lbs.) $160 and dogs (over 6 mos. 
and 25 lbs.) $45.  Shelter is located 
at 9099 130 Avenue N., Largo. Hours 
are Tuesday-Thursday 11-7 p.m.; 
Friday 11-6 p.m.; Saturday 11-5 p.m.; 
Sunday noon to 5 p.m. and Monday 
closed. For more information or to 
view adoptable animals, visit www.
spcatampabay.org or call 727-586-
3591.

•••

CABA Memberships 
for  2010
  The Corey Area Business 
Association (CABA) is now accepting 
memberships for the 2010 year. If you 
have a business in the Corey Avenue/
Downtown St. Pete Beach area and 
would like to become a member of 
this bustling business community, 
please contact Kathi Hansen at 
Corey Corners, 350 Corey Avenue 
or call 727-498-8778. Membership 
to this growing association offers 
many perks to help you promote 
your business. For a list of current 
members go to www.coreyave.com.

•••

Live Music Offered at 
Gulfport Fresh Market
GULFPORT: Frank Hewlett plays 
guitar, cracks jokes, tell stories and 
sings tunes that originated in the days 
before iPods. Some of the questions 
posed on his website offer clues to 
what music you might expect from 
him: “Are Turtles and Monkees more 
than just animals in a zoo to you?” 
or “When I say Puff, do you think 

Dragon rather than Daddy?” It’s no 
wonder he has nicknamed himself 
“The Geezer.” Frank “The Geezer” 
Hewlett is the featured musician at 
the Gulfport Tuesday Fresh Market, 
each Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Beach Blvd. in Gulfport’s Waterfront 
Arts District.
  Choices at the Market have grown 
tremendously over the last few 
months There are new vendors 
and new choices each week. At the 
Market, the Gulfport Merchants 
Association offers a booth with 
information about upcoming events, 
as well as local shops and eateries. 
Stop by to find out about upcoming 
Art Walks, festivals and many other 
events. The Merchants’ booth also 
accepts donations of non-perishable 
food and toiletries for the Gulfport 
Senior Center Pantry. Donations go 
to local families in need.
  For more information about the 
Gulfport Tuesday Fresh Market, or 
if you are interested in becoming a 
vendor, contact Daniel Hodge at 727-
366-4086. More information is also 
available at www.GulfportMA.com.

•••
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Sustainable Living
By Shawn Dell Joyce

End to Plastic Bags 
  Plastic bags are one of the most 
littered items in history. Many 
plastic bags become airborne litter 
tangled in tree limbs, clogging up 
storm drains or billowing like a sail 
on the ocean. As a result, they have 
been dubbed the “national flower” in 
South Africa because so many can be 
seen flapping from fences and caught 
in bushes. Plastic bags also have 
become the most common manmade 
item seen by sailors at sea. 
  The Ocean Conservancy reported 
cleaning up over 354,000 bags 
during a coastal cleanup in the U.S. 
and 100 other countries. Planet Ark, 
an international environmental 
group, tallied over 100,000 whales, 
seals, turtles and other marine 
animals killed by plastic bags each 
year worldwide. 

  And still Americans used over 100 
billion plastic bags last year, which 
required over 12 million barrels of 
oil to produce, and cost more than 
$200 million per year to clean up as 
litter. Eight billion pounds of plastic 
bags enter the waste stream every 
year in the U.S. alone. 
  Many bags collected for recycling 
never actually get recycled. Some are 
shipped off to developing countries 
with lax environmental laws that 
allow them to be incinerated, which 
produces massive air pollution 
and soil degradation. Recycling 
centers are diminishing for plastic 
bags because it is not economically 
feasible to recycle bags. 
  “It costs $4,000 to process and 
recycle one ton of plastic bags, 
which can then be sold on the 
commodities market for $32,” says 
Jared Blumenfeld, director of San 

Francisco’s Department of the 
Environment. 
  San Francisco is the first major 
U.S. city to outright ban plastic 
bags. Ireland passed a “Plastax,” 
which reduced bag consumption 
by 90 percent, saved more than 
180,000,000 liters of oil and raised 
$9.6 million dollars for its “green 
fund.” South Africa’s bag tax appears 
on printed grocery store receipts to 
remind consumers how much money 
they could have saved by bringing 
their own bags. 
  If we brought our own reusable bag 
into the store we would save six bags 
a week, 24 bags each month and 288 
bags per year, according to Planet 
Ark. If just one in five people in our 
country did this, we would save over 
a trillion bags and 159 million barrels 
of oil over our life time. While many 
of us have already made the switch, 
some are reluctant or just forgetful. 
  If you would like to “do something 
drastic and ban the plastic,” here’s 
a few suggestions from www.
PlanetArk.com:
  -- Designate a local champion to 
coordinate your town’s Plastic Bag 
Free campaign. 
  -- Network with other community 
groups that may help. 
  -- Compile a list of retailers in 
your town that use plastic check-out 
bags. 
  -- Enlist the help of your 
independently owned stores, 
especially ones offering reusable 
bags.
  -- Run an information night for 
retailers and the local community to 
attend. 
  -- Try to create a retailer’s alliance 
that orders reusable bags in bulk.
  -- Work with your local government 
to ask them to sponsor a Plastic Bag 
Free Town campaign. 
   -- Get retailers to sign off on their 
commitment to go Plastic Bag Free. 
  -- Set a launch date for when your 
town will be Plastic Check-Out Bag 
Free. 
  -- Make local launch date 
announcement so all residents are 
aware of their town going Plastic 
Check-Out Bag Free. 
  -- Arrange Plastic Bag Free Town 
launch day with reusable bags to 
hand out and local elected officials 
in attendance. 

•••
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St. Anthony’s 
Auxiliary News
  The next event for the Auxiliary 
is a Salute to Administrative 
Professionals in the area to be 
held on April 21 at Feather Sound 
Country Club. At this luncheon, 
an Administrative Professional of 
the Year will be selected from the 
nominees and presented at that time.  
Emcees will be Reggie Roundtree 
and Heather Van Nest of 10 Connect 
News.

•••

South Pasadena Annual 
Scholarship Award
  South Pasadena residents and  
high school graduating students of 
the City of South Pasadena have 
until May 28, 2010 to apply for the 
City’s annual $1,000 scholarship 
award. Applicants must have been 
City residents for the past two years 
and been accepted at an accredited 
college, university, trade or technical 
school.
  A copy of the prior year Federal 
Income Tax Return for applicant 
or any other person(s) who claimed 
applicant as a dependent on a Federal 
Income Tax Return is required.
  Applications are available at City 
Hall, 7047 Sunset Drive S., South 
Pasadena and at ci.south-pasadena.
fl.us. For more information, call the 
City Clerk’s office at 347-4171.

•••

Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren Support
  Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 
offers support groups on the second 
and fourth Thursday from 6-7:30 
p.m. at Family Resources, 3821 Fifth 
Avenue N. in St. Petersburg and at 
the Gulfport Senior Center, 5501 27 
Avenue S. in Gulfport on the last 
Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
They provide support, referrals, legal 
guidance, and resources.

•••

Is Your Pet a Star?
  SPOT is looking for 100 cats and 
dogs for their 5th annual calendar. 
All photos entered will be posted 
on the SPOT website. The top 24 
cats and dogs will win prizes and 
be highlighted as a calendar star of 
the month. The other 76 cats and 
dogs will be included throughout the 

calendar and in their 2011 marketing 
campaign. Enter your pet photos 
online at www.SPOTusa.org or call 
727-329-8657 to get an entry form 
and more details.  Contest deadline 
is April 15. 

•••

New Pre-K Program in 
St. Pete Beach
ST. PETE BEACH:  A brand new 
program for Pre-Kindergarten kids 
ages 3 to 6 is coming to the St. Pete 
Beach Community Center. “Music, 

Movement and More” is a dynamic 
program that engages kids each week 
with a different theme. Every week 
the theme corresponds to a different 
song and dance, a take-home craft 
project and snack time. The program 
runs every Tuesday and Thursday 
from 6:30-7:45 p.m. at the St. Pete 
Beach Community Center, 7701 Boca 
Ciega Drive, and costs $15 per week.  
All classes are led by a licensed early 
childhood facilitator with over 20 
years experience. Call 363-9245 for 
more information.

•••
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Sale to Benefit 
Holiday Outreach
  The Angel Outreach Committee 
of Pasadena Community Church is 
sponsoring an after-Easter sale on 
Saturday, April 10 from 8-1 p.m. 
This event will be in Jerger Hall, 227 
70 Street S. and directly behind the 
church. Sale items will include toys, 
books, collectibles, glassware and 
other gently used household items. 
Coffee and donuts will be available 
for the early birds and the grill will 
open at 10:30 a.m. Soft drinks and 
snacks will also be available. Cost of 
a vendor table is $20. Space is limited 
to sign up now.

  This flea market type sale is a 
major fundraiser for the Committee’s 
holiday outreach which includes a 
toy drive, Angel Child adoption tree 
and children’s Christmas party for 
struggling families in the community. 
For information, to donate or 
volunteer, call Katherine Benson at 
341-1296.

•••

Book Donations Needed
  Donations of books are needed by 
the Bookstore of The Friends of the 
West St. Petersburg Community 
Library located on the St. Petersburg 
College Gibbs Campus, corner of 
8th Ave North and 67th Street 

North.  The proceeds from the sale of 
these items are used to fund special 
children’s and adult programs to 
benefit the community.  They are a 
volunteer non-profit c-3 organization 
and can provide a receipt to you for 
your possible tax deduction.  Please 
call Elaine Wenstrom at 253-6904.

•••

Rotary Club of 
St. Petersburg
  The Rotary Club of St. Petersburg 
Suncoast meets every Thursday at 
noon at Gigi’s Italian Restaurant, 
6852 Gulfport Boulevard (Pasadena 
Shopping Center). Guests are 
welcome to attend.  Come discover 
the new face of Rotary.  For 
more information, call their Club 
President, Karen Keaton at (727) 
822-2200.

•••

We Care for Paws 
Needs Donations
  The We Care for Paws Foundation, 
a non-profit dog and cat shelter, 
currently houses over 45 dogs and 
30 cats. Most of the animals are 
unadoptable due to medical problems, 
behavioral problems or old age, and 
they will live out their lives in peace 
at the shelter. We are always in need 
of items for the animals, such as cat 
condos; cat and dog treats, igloo dog 
houses, beds and toys; shampoo, flea 
preventatives such as Advantage or 
Frontline, heartworm preventative 
tablets (HeartGuard), towels and 
blankets. As always, cash is needed 
to help pay for medical expenses. If 
you would like to donate any of these 
items, please call Jan at 896-6315.

•••

Old Cell Phones Can 
Be Lifeline for Seniors
  Donate your old cell phones to the 
Senior Safety Phone Project, which 
provides seniors in Pinellas and Pasco 
counties with free emergency cell 
phones.  The Area Agency on Aging 
of Pasco – Pinellas collects donated 
cell phones, tests and charges the 
phones, and then distributes them to 
seniors in the community.  For a full 
list of the donation and distribution 
sites in Pasco and Pinellas counties, 
please call the Senior Helpline at 
1-800-96ELDER  (1-800-963-5337).

•••
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Sign Up for Pancreatic 
Cancer 5K Run/Walk
  The St. Pete Road Runners Club 
is teaming up with the Tampa 
Bay Affiliate of the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network to host the 
Second Annual “PurpleStride” 5K 
Competitive Run and Family Walk. 
This event is to raise awareness 
and funds for pancreatic cancer 
research will be held on Saturday, 
May 22 at 8:30 a.m. at the War 
Veteran’s Memorial Park. Enter as 
a team or individual. Great fajitas 
and ice cream post-race party made 
possible by sponsors Cody’s Original 
Roadhouse and Unilever.
  For more details visit www.
PurpleStride.org or to inquire about 
sponsorships or volunteering please 
contact Tracy Connolly at Tracy_
Connolly@Yahoo.com.

•••

Enter the Labyrinth
  Located at 5001 20 Avenue S. in 
Gulfport (east of the elementary 
school) is the labyrinth. A labyrinth 
is an ancient symbol that relates to 
wholeness. It combines the imagery 
of the circle and the spiral into a 
meandering but purposeful path. 
Open seven days, noon till sundown. 
Free admission. Call Mike at 727-
418-7359 for more information. 

•••

Get Ready for 
Spring Boating
  Get the annual service performed 
on your boat and engine, inspect 
your battery, clean terminals and top 
off electrolyte as needed.  Check and 
clean electronic connections.  Make 
sure that your anchor line or mooring 
lines are not frayed and replace rusty 
chain, shackles and thimbles.  Add 
stabilizer to your fuel and replace the 
fuel- water separator filter.  Inspect, 
and clean all PFDs and storage areas.  
Make sure all fire extinguishers are 
charged and serviceable, and your 
flares have not expired.  Inspect all 
running and anchor lights, clean 
terminals and replace bulbs as 
needed.  Check the bilge pumps are 
operating and that the auto switch is 
functioning.  Replace outdated charts 
and  tide tables.
  Boating Skills and Seamanship 
Programs are presented by the 
U.S.C.G. Auxiliary, Flotilla 72 each 

Tuesday night from 7:30-9:30 p.m. at 
1300 Beach Dr. SE in St. Petersburg.  
Call 727-898-1324 for information.  
Completion satisfies the state of 
Florida boater safety education 
requirements.

•••

Bring Donations to 
Gulfport Fresh Market
GULFPORT, FL: The Gulfport 
Merchants Association is now 
accepting donations of non-perishable 

food, toiletries and personal needs 
to be distributed to the Gulfport 
Senior Center Pantry. Bring your 
donations to the Gulfport Merchants 
Association tent each Tuesday during 
the Fresh Market, on Beach Blvd. 
below 29th Ave. South, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The Senior Center Pantry, 
which offers food and other needed 
items to struggling Gulfport families, 
is in great need of donations to keep 
up with the needs of its clients.

•••
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Pasadena Card Club
  Pasadena Card Club offers duplicate 
bridge Monday through Friday at 10 
Park Street N. starting at 12:30 p.m. 
and contract bridge and pinochle 
Tuesday and Thursday at 12 noon. 
For information, call David at  
381-5944.

•••

PARC Thrift Store 
Needs Donations
  Due to an increase in community 
need, the PARC Thrift Store at 
5825 66 Street N. in St. Petersburg 
is immediately collecting electronic 
and furniture donations.  The PARC 
Thrift Store is able to pick up large 
donations with advance notice. 
Donations of electronics and furniture 
may be delivered to the PARC Thrift 
Store seven days a week during 
daytime hours. Opened in 1963, all 

proceeds from the PARC Thrift Store 
benefit the children and adults with 
developmental disabilities at PARC.   
  For more information, please call 
Ron Hoover, PARC Thrift Store 
Manager, at 727-541-4493.  

•••

Additional Exemption 
for Low Income Seniors
   If you are over 65, and received 
the homestead exemption, you 
may be eligible for an additional 
property tax benefit. The Low 
Income Senior Exemption is a “local 
option” exemption, which means the 
governing bodies of the county and 
cities can choose whether or not to 
offer it, and they can choose how 
much of an exemption to offer, up 
to $50,000. Currently, it is available 
to qualified property owners in 
unincorporated Pinellas and 20 
of the 24 municipalities, and is in 

addition to any other property tax 
exemptions owners receive.  Only the 
county Municipal Services Taxing 
Unit (MSTU) millage or the city 
millage is exempt. Cities not offering 
the exemption include Belleair, 
Belleair Shore, Gulfport and South 
Pasadena.
  To qualify, at least one homestead 
property owner must be 65 years 
old or older on January 1, 2010; the 
applicant must receive a Homestead 
Exemption; and the total household 
income for 2009 must be $25,780 
or less.  Social Security income is 
usually not included in that amount 
because the income calculation is 
based on “adjusted gross income” 
as defined by the IRS for federal 
income tax purposes. Those seniors 
who are not required to file with the 
IRS because their income is very low 
almost always qualify.
   This exemption does not 
automatically renew like the 
homestead exemption does, but 
reapplying is simple. If you received 
this exemption last year, a renewal 
form will be mailed to you in late 
January. Just complete the form and 
return it by mail.   
  If you have never applied for the 
Low Income Senior Exemption but 
believe that you qualify, come to 
one of their offices to complete an 
application. Bring proof of age, such 
as a driver License, Voter ID, or Birth 
Certificate. We will also need to see 
proof of income. If you are required 
to file a Federal Income Tax Return 
(Form 1040 or 1040A), bring the 
completed form for 2009.  If you are 
not required to file an Income Tax 
Return, bring income documentation 
such as your end of year bank 
statements, pension summaries, or 
any other income summaries you 
received for 2009. Only 2009 income 
information can be accepted.
  The supplement included with 
Homestead Exemption Renewal 
Receipt lists additional dates and 
locations where representatives from 
our office will take applications.
  The deadline to file for this 
exemption is March 1, 2010. If all 
of your income information is not 
available by that deadline, apply 
anyway! The deadline to supply 
income information is June 1, 2010.
  For more information, visit www.
pcpao.org.

•••
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2010 Pinellas County 
AARP Tax Sites
  Free tax preparation and assistance 
begins February 1 through April 15, 
2010 for those households with low to 
moderate incomes for taxpayers of all 
ages but with an emphasis on those 
over 60 years of age. Taxpayers must 
bring social security cards for all 
persons listed on their tax returns, a 
picture ID and all pertinent records 
such as W2’s 1099’s, other income 
and credits, etc. Also bring a copy of 
last year’s return if available. Free 
electronic filing is available at all 
sites.  The locations are as follows:
  St. Petersburg:
•Bank of America, 8181 54 Avenue N. 
Hours: 9:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.  
•St. James United Methodist Church, 
845 87 Avenue N. Hours: 9 a.m. -  
5 p.m. Thursday. 
•St. Petersburg Main Library, 3745 
Ninth Avenue N. Hours:  9:30 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday.
•Sunshine Center, 330 Fifth Street 
N. Hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Friday.
  Gulfport and the Beaches:
•Gulf Beaches Public Library, 200 
Municipal Drive, Madeira Beach.
Hours: 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Tuesday 
and  Thursday.  
•Gulfport Public Library, 5501 28 
Avenue S. Hours: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday.

•••

Call SPCA for 
Injured Strays
  To report a sick or injured stray 
in need of medical attention or 
suspected animal cruelty anywhere 
in Pinellas County, contact the 
SPCA Tampa Bay. The Shelter offers 
24-hours a day, 7 days a week animal 
ambulance pickup and animal cruelty 
investigations. Information can be 
kept confidential. Call 727-586-3591 
for both services. If after hours, listen 
to the prompts to be connected with 
an SPCA Tampa Bay representative. 
To learn more about these programs, 
visit www.spcatampabay.org.  

•••

Ombudsman Program 
Needs Volunteers
  Florida’s Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program needs 
volunteers to join its corps of dedicated 

advocates who protect the rights of 
elders residing in nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities and adult 
family care homes.  The program’s 
local councils are seeking additional 
volunteers to identify, investigate 
and resolve residents’ concerns.  
Special training and certification is 
provided.
  All interested individuals who care 
about protecting the health, safety, 
welfare and rights of long-term care 
facility residents -- who often have no 
one else to advocate for them -- are 

encouraged to call toll-free (888) 831-
0404 or visit the program’s Web site 
at  http://ombudsman.myflorida.com.

•••

1960 Class of  
Largo High Reunion
  The 1960 Class of Largo High School 
will hold their 50th class reunion 
in May 2010. Other years may 
also attend. For information email 
DKLEAL@aol.com or call Dee at 727-
743-3944 or visit largohigh1960.com.

•••
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By Leigh Clifton

Softball - Girls Varsity
3/27/10
 Boca Ciega 8
 Osceola 2
3/27/10
 Boca Ciega 2
 St. Pete High 4
3/26/10
 Boca Ciega 0
 Palm Harbor 9
3/23/10
 Boca Ciega 11
 Largo   0

Baseball -Boys Varsity
3/26/10  
 Boca Ciega 6
 Pinellas Park 9
3/24/10  
 Boca Ciega  1
 Tarpon Springs 6 
3/22/10  
 Boca Ciega 0
 Northeast  10 

Tennis - Boys Varsity
3/24/10
 Boca Ciega 0
 Lakewood 7

Tennis - Girls Varsity
3/24/10
 Boca Ciega 1
 Lakewood 6

Football - Girls Varsity
3/23/10  
 Boca Ciega 7
 St. Pete High 19

ScoreboardScoreboard
Boca Ciega High School
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Join Gulf Beaches 
Relay for Life
TREASURE ISLAND: The 2010 
American Cancer Society Relay 
for Life® of the Gulf Beaches gets 
underway at the Bilmar Beach 
Resort on Treasure Island Beach 
April 16  and 17. 
  Relay For Life events are held 
overnight as teams camp out at 
an athletic track, beach, park or 
other gathering area, with the 
goal of keeping at least one team 
member on the track or pathway at 
all times throughout the evening. 
Teams do most of their fundraising 
prior to the event, but also hold 
creative fundraisers at their camp 
sites during the event. Relay 
brings together friends, families, 
businesses, hospitals, schools, faith-
based groups . . . people from all walks 
of life – all aimed at furthering the 
American Cancer Society’s efforts 
to save lives by helping people stay 
well, by helping them get well, by 
finding cures and by fighting back. 
 “Relay is a unique opportunity for 
the community to come together to 
celebrate people who have battled 
cancer, remember those we’ve lost, 
and fight back against the disease,” 
said Christine Hartman, Community 
Representative of the American 
Cancer Society. “Many of the 
participants are cancer survivors, 
which serves as a reminder that the 
Gulf Beaches are not immune to this 
disease and that by participating 
in Relay, we are joining with the 
American Cancer Society’s efforts 
to create a world with less cancer 
and more birthdays,” Ms Hartman 
added.
  Funds raised at the Relay for 
Life Gulf Beaches are enabling the 
American Cancer Society to impact 
the lives of those touched by cancer 
within the community.
  The event kicks off honoring the Gulf 
Beaches cancer survivors and their 
caregivers followed by a reception.  
All survivors and their caregivers 
are asked to register for the event 
as well and relay team captains and 
their team participants.
  Relay for Life’s Luminaria Ceremony 
takes place after sundown, honoring 
the community’s cancer survivors 
and remembering those lost to the 
disease. Participants will circle 

a track that is surrounded with 
glowing luminaria that bear the 
name of someone who has battled 
cancer. 
 To register your team or 
register for the survivor activities 
please visit www.relayforlife.
org/gulfbeachesfl. For more 
information in forming your team, 
contact Nancy Williamson, Team  
Development Chair at 727-581-9644 
or ACS Community Representative, 
Christine Hartman at christine.
hartman@cancer.org or  727-812-
7026. 
Please consider joining the Gulf  
Beaches community in the fight 
against cancer.

•••

Host Families Needed 
for Exchange Students
  Pacific Intercultural Exchange 
(PIE) is a non-profit organization 
looking for caring families to host 
high school students from many 
countries around the world.  The 
students are between 15 - 17 years 
of age and will attend school for an 

academic year or semester at your 
local high school.  
  There is no such thing as a typical 
host family. They accept single 
parents, retired couples, families 
with small children, teens or no 
children at all!  You can have a great 
experience hosting an International 
teen.  The students are prescreened, 
speak English and are looking 
forward to learning about our 
culture while teaching Americans 
about theirs.  
Students will have medical 
insurance and their own spending 
money to cover clothing, school 
expenses, entertainment, etc. Host 
families should provide not only a 
loving home and food for their daily 
meals, but also a quiet place to be 
able to study and bedroom to rest.  
Although host families are not paid, 
one is eligible to claim a charitable 
tax deduction of $50 per month for 
every month the student is in the 
home.
  Visit their website at www.pieusa.
org or call 1-877-534-3144 or email  
to patlittrell@pieusa.org.  

•••
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“Gulfport’s low 35 degrees would be a  heatwave here in Ohio where I 
am visiting!”

-Submitted by Irv Shulman ( Townshores Resident)

Care Givers 
Support Groups
  Do you find yourself “caring” for 
the health concerns of another? 
If so, consider coming to one of 
Pasadena Community Church’s Care 
Giver Support Groups in the Life 
Enrichment Center at 227 70 Street 
S. One group meets on Tuesday 
evenings from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 
the other meets on Wednesdays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m.
  Both groups are open to the public 
and provide a confidential setting 
for those attending to share with 
others who are in like situations 
their experiences, joys and concerns 
of “care giving”. The person may be a 
relative or just a good friend. It is not 
necessary that the individual reside 
in the same house with you or even 
the same state.
  Call Pam Lanning at 347-2809 or 
Barbara Posey at 381-2499, ext. 214.

•••

Meals on Wheels 
Needs Drivers
  Volunteers are needed to deliver hot, 
nutritious meals to the homebound 
throughout Pinellas County. 
Volunteering for the Neighborly 
Meals on Wheels program is a hands-
on, front line experience. If you have 
1½ hours midday to help in your 
own neighborhood, you could help 
improve someone’s life and make a 
real difference in this critical area 
of need. Meals are picked up at a 
site near you and delivered to the 
homebound in your area (maps and 
directions are provided).
  Many Pinellas County seniors are 
living alone, too poor to buy food, 
or too frail to shop and cook for 
themselves. And the need is growing 
every day. Do someone else a favor 
and you will be doing yourself one! 
  Neighborly needs compassionate, 
caring volunteers to share their time 
with lonely, isolated seniors. Please 
call Pat Hazell at 727-573-9444, ext. 

291 to start helping your community 
today.

•••

Dog Obedience Classes 
in St. Pete Beach 
ST. PETE BEACH, FL:  Dog 
Obedience classes are now being 
taught at the St. Pete Beach 
Community Center, located at 7701 
Boca Ciega Drive.  Instructor Phyllis 
Mazzaris will teach participants basic 
dog obedience and training through 
positive reinforcement during weekly 
one-hour sessions.  Class dates and 
times vary depending on need so 
contact Phyllis today at (727)898-
1054 or (727)459-3562.  You can 
also visit her website at www.
nobonesaboutit.biz.  Pay just $65 per 
6-week session and make your pooch 
the best behaved on the block!

•••

2nd Mile Recovery 
Group 
  Meetings promote  growth in Christ 
and recovery from addictions.  Open
to  all those affected by addiction 

whether individually afflicted or 
burdened with someone who is. 
Meetings will be held Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. at Tradewinds Church 
located at 6740 Park Street S., So. 
Pasadena. Call 344-1501 for more 
information.

•••

SPCA Offers Tours
  The SPCA Tampa Bay offers private 
shelter tours to school groups and 
visitors to educate those about the 
importance of animal responsibility 
and how it relates to compassion and 
respect towards other human beings.  
To learn more about the SPCA 
Tampa Bay education programs 
including in-school presentations or 
Camille’s Summer Camp, contact 
the SPCA Tampa Bay. Wish list 
items for animals are appreciated. 
Reservations are required for school 
and group visits. No more than 30 
guests per group tour.  To learn more 
or sign up for a tour, contact 727-
586-3591 x 126 or email Sharon@
spcatampabay.org.

•••
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Celebrating 250 Years of Married Life

  Five couples living at Envoy Point in St. Pete Beach celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversaries on March 21. The wedding procession began with the 
irreverent “Revered” Joe DeMarco and his assistant, “Rabbi” Jim Mazza with 
90 year old Florence MacNellis serving as the ring bearer.
  The brides presented their grooms with ball and chains and each couple 
renewed their vows promising to stay together until “the money runs out”. 
When asked how they met, they answered “through a mail order catalogue”, 
“on a blind date”, “as a stewardess and copilot on a flight to New York”, “on 
a train ride from Ann Arbor to Chicago” and “in high school”. When asked 
how these five couples accomplished the Miracle of 50, their answers were 
both serious and humorous. “Love, patience, respect, open communications, 
laughing at oneself, great children and friends, common goals and values”...
and “deafness, always saying yes to your wife” and as one husband put it “I 
was just so easy to get along with, Dede decided to keep me”. 
  The ceremony was followed by a wedding cake and reception with family 
and friends and wishes of another 50 years of bliss.

  Pictured (L-R): Jim Mazza, Bob & Marge Davis, Jerry & Joan McCaw, John & Sandy 
Sainato, Joe DeMarco, Bob & Dede Buckley, Tootz & Tom Kelley and Florence MacNellis 
kneeling

SHINE Needs 
Volunteers
  Do you want a volunteer 
position that is truly fulfilling 
and mentally stimulating? Then 
consider counseling seniors and the 
disabled with the SHINE (Serving 
Health Insurance Needs of Elders) 
program.
  SHINE volunteers are both active 
and retired individuals from diverse 
career and cultural backgrounds.  As 
a volunteer, you will receive initial 
training, continuing education and 
a supportive environment with 
dedicated colleagues.
  If you have an inquiring mind, 
tact and sensitivity as well as a 
strong desire to help a vulnerable 
population, then SHINE may be the 
perfect volunteer opportunity for 
you.
  Interested in knowing more? If 
so, please call the SHINE program 
at (727) 570-9696 ext. 234 and 
speak with the Area Agency on 
Aging Program Coordinator, Susan 
Samson.  SHINE is a free program, 
funded by a grant from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
and is administered through the 
Florida Department of Elder 
Affairs.

•••

Calling All Future 
Big Brothers
   Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Pinellas County needs at least 125 
Big Brothers to meet the needs of 
their current waiting list. Make a 
difference in a child’s life. There are 
several different programs to suit 
your preferences including their 
Sports Buddies Program. Take a 
child to sporting events (like the 
Rays game) for which they supply 
the tickets and watch or participate 
in sports activities together. Not 
interested in sports? That’s OK!  
Sports Buddies is just one option. 
You can select mentoring activities 
to suit your preferences and the 
child’s. 
  If you or someone you know 
is interested in becoming a Big 
Brother, please email your contact 
information to ShirleyN@bbbspc.
org or call 727-518-8860 for more 
information.

•••
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Probiotics Improve 
Digestion and 
Overall Health 

  Intentionally consuming bacteria 
may not seem like a good idea, but 
as long as the bacteria are those 
of the beneficial variety, known 
as probiotics, ingesting them may 
improve your health. 
  Probiotics are living microorganisms 
that normally thrive in and on the 
human body. Numbering in the 
trillions, the total population of these 
bacteria in the adult intestine can 
weigh several pounds. 
  Although probiotics are best known 
for promoting proper digestion and 
boosting immunity, a growing body 
of scientific evidence suggests that 
they influence health in other ways. 
The friendly bacteria have been used 
in the prevention and treatment of 
gum disease, stomach ulcers, hay 
fever and even colon cancer. 
  In recent years, scientists have 
discovered that the probiotic 
population in the human gut acts 
as an important metabolic “organ” 
in the body, playing a key role in 
normal metabolism and in reducing 
the risk of diseases such as diabetes 
and obesity. 
  Probiotic organisms are typically 
acquired at birth, when an infant 
passes through the mother’s birth 
canal, and during breastfeeding. 
Throughout life, the body’s probiotic 
population is influenced by factors 
such as genetics, age, diet and certain 
medications. 
  Antibiotics wreak havoc on the 
friendly microbes. Designed to 
kill harmful bacteria, the drugs 
attack not only the disease-causing 
organisms in the body, but also the 
beneficial bacteria, especially those 
in the gut. 
  Because antibiotics destroy gut-
dwelling bacteria that aid in the 
breakdown and absorption of food, 
digestion may be negatively affected 
by the medications. Nearly a fourth 
of individuals taking antibiotics end 
up developing diarrhea, and as many 
as one in five people discontinue 
antibiotic therapy due to this 

unpleasant side effect. 
  Even if you haven’t been prescribed 
antibiotics lately, you may have been 
exposed to them, especially if your diet 
includes meat, milk or eggs. Animals 
produced for human consumption are 
often given antibiotics to reduce their 
risk of infection, and these drugs may 
ultimately influence the probiotic 
population of human consumers. 
  In addition to antibiotics, some 
consumer products may reduce the 
probiotic population in and on the 
human body. Antibacterial hand 
sanitizers can destroy beneficial 
bacteria on the skin, and antibacterial 
mouthwashes can destroy friendly 
microbes in the mouth. 
  Fortunately, replenishing the 
body’s supply of health-promoting 
bacteria is relatively easy. A number 
of nutritional supplements and 
functional foods, including yogurt, 
contain probiotics. 
  Taking supplemental probiotics 
can be especially beneficial for 
individuals suffering from irritable 
bowel syndrome or inflammatory 
bowel diseases such as ulcerative 
colitis and Crohn’s disease. Not only 
do the friendly bacteria improve 
digestion and nutrient absorption, 

they also produce compounds that 
soothe inflammation in the gut and 
enhance the integrity of the intestinal 
lining. 
  Probiotics may help reduce 
symptoms associated with seasonal 
allergies. The results of a study 
conducted at the Institute of Food 
Research showed that probiotics can 
modify the immune system’s reaction 
to grass pollen, a common cause of 
seasonal hay fever. 
  If you want to add more probiotics 
to your life, you can find them in a 
variety of dietary supplements in the 
form of pills, powders and capsules. 
In addition to yogurt, food sources 
of the friendly bacteria include 
kefir, fermented soy products and 
sauerkraut. 
  A daily dose typically offers at least 
a billion beneficial bacteria, although 
some brands may contain 5 billion to 
10 billion living organisms per dose. 
For best results, it’s a good idea to 
use products that are dated and kept 
refrigerated. 
  Adding a few billion beneficial bugs 
to your body is easy and inexpensive, 
and it might just improve your 
health. 

•••

Your Health
By Rallie McAllister M.D.
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE- Starting at $13 per 
issue. Call 321-6965.

Caregivers

Cleaning/Housekeeping

50% OFF 
SPRING CLEANING

When Quality Matters Call Happy Homes 
Maid Service. 727-563-MAID(6243). Free 
Estimates, No Contracts, Licensed/Bonded, 
Insured. 

We don’t cut corners...
We clean them!

Lisa’s Cleaning & Living Assistant (in training 
as nurse). 727-898-2474. Lic. #2557
LisaWidere@AOL.com 

RESIDENTIAL  CLEANING - Pets No Prob-
lem, Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. For Free Esti-
mates Call A Gal’n A Mop, at 528-0148. 

WINDOW CLEANING! ODD JOBS! - Home, 
Office, Condo Cleaning, Free Estimates, Se-
nior Discounts. Auto Detailing/Pressure Wash-
ing. Call Squeegee Kleen, 727-688-4988.

Computer Service

COMPUTER SERVICE 
IN YOUR HOME/OFFICE

Repair, Tutoring, Setup, Fair Rates, Senior-
Friendly. Serving Gulfport. S. Pasadena, the 
Beaches, St. Petersburg. Phil Penrose 727-
204-7288.

Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES - Any Size Job. Service 
Upgrades.  Fuse to Breakers, Insured Master 
Electrician.  Home Generator H/Ups. Call Rob-
ert, 455-1099. C-6443/ER#14346.

PHONE JACKS $65
Low Voltage Wiring, Home Theater, CATV, 
Computer Networking, Licensed (C-10036) & 
Insured. Visa/MC. 727-547-8001.

AC ELECTRIC
727-345-3108

Over 30 years. Experience. Residential & Com-
mercial. New or Remodel work, Service Up-
grades, Lightning Arrestors, Fans and Lighting 
Installed. State License #ER0007653.

B&B ELECTRICAL
SOLUTIONS

We Have the Solutions to Your Electrical 
Needs. Lightning Protection. Fuses to Break-
ers, All Electrical Repairs & Installation. Senior 
Discounts. ER#13012577. 727-546-7047

Handy Person

NO JOB TOO SMALL- No Job Too Big. Handy-
man Services, 27 Years Experience. Reason-
able, Reliable, References. Over 50 Discount. 
727-642-3990.

Accounting

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE!- De-
pendable, Experienced. From Ceiling Fans to 
Baseboards & Windows. Great Rates.  Week-
ly, Bi-weekly, Monthly, Move-ins/Outs  Karen, 
385-6895.

Cleaning/Housekeeping Computer Service

HANDYMAN
Woodwork, Doors, Trim, Decks, Screening, 
Patio’s, Home Repairs. Honest-Reliable, Call 
and Talk to Me. Charlie 727-459-6968.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE- Starting at $13 per 
issue. Call 321-6965.
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CARPENTER
DEPENDABLE!

“Have Tools Will Travel” Trustworthy. Doors, 
Decks/Eaves/Rotted Wood, Etc. 24 Year Gab-
ber Advertiser. Free Estimates, Lic. C-5754. 
727-821-9973.

HOME REPAIR- Over 30 Years Experience. 
Quality Work at Low Rate. For a Friendly Ser-
vice Call Gus, 727-644-6194.

GERMAN HANDYMAN-30+ Years Experi-
ence, Any Job, Any Time, Nights, Weekends. 
Reasonable, Reliable, Honest, Guaranteed. 
Free Estimates, Senior Citizens Discount, 
727-432-8369.  

TEAM HANDYMAN
727-687-6436

Jobs Big or Small. Semi-Skilled or Skilled. 
30 + years Experience. Interior/Exterior, All 
Types of Work, Free Estimates. Call Charles 
727-687-6436. 

Home Improvement

Whitman Contractor, Inc.
T Estimates

Bill (Skip) Whitman

727-528-8979
Licensed & Insured         LC #CR C052336

Bedrooms 
Baths 
Kitchens 
Storm 
Protection

Room 
Additions 

Porch 
Enclosures 

Soffit & 
Fascia 

B
 1

-5

CEILINGS/WALLS
WATER DAMAGE

REPAIRS
Interior/Exterior, Drywall, Plaster, Stucco, Tex-
ture, Wallpaper Removal, Painting. Reliable 
with 35yrs. Experience. References, Insured, 
#C4672 727-458-4209.

Handy Person

Heat/Air Conditioning

Heat/Air Conditioning Heat/Air Conditioning
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AL’S WINDOW TINTING
727-403-2323 

Residential, Commercial, Auto, 23yrs. Experi-
ence. Free Estimates”

A OLD TIME ROOFING CO. - Residential, 
Commercial. All Types, Shingle & Tile Special-
ists. Old Time Workmanship & Integrity. Let “A 
Old-Timer” Do It! Licensed RCC0051451 and 
Insured. 824-9996.

RESCREENING-1 Panel OK. Pool Cages, 
Sunrooms, Screen Rooms, Carports, Hur-
ricane Windows, Concrete Slabs, Sofit/Facia. 
Visa/Master Card, Free Estimates. 727-804-
4300. RX11066857.

CORRECT ROOFING LIC. CCC132791- All 
Types Roofing from Leaks to Complete Re-
Roofs. Insured, Dependable. Free Estimates. 
Quality Workmanship. 727-214-4768.

ADDITIONS, RENOVATIONS-Windows, 
Kitchens, Repairs & More. Noble Construction. 
Over 30 Years Experience. Free Estimates. 
Lic.#CBC1256435. Ted, 727-688-8554, 727-
576-7829.

Instruction/Tutoring

Lawn/Landscape

JEFF’S LAWN SERVICE- Mowing, Trimming, 
Edging, Blowing, Yard Clean-ups. Leaf and 
Debris removal. ALSO: Odd jobs. Reasonable 
rates, 727-341-0185

$15.00 & UP
CALL CHRIS, 504-4443

Complete Lawn Service, Tree Trimming, Mow-
ing, Edging and Clean-Up. “Its Time” Palm 
Trees and Plants. Will Deliver and Plant, Best 
Prices. Licensed and Insured. You Will Be 
Happy, Guaranteed!

LAWNS MOWED $12.50 AND-Up. Land-
scaping, Property Clean-up and Mainte-
nance, Pressure Washing, Roofs and Gutters 
Cleaned, Handyman Experienced, Reliable. 
727-343-8619.

TURLEY’S TURF
& LAWN SERVICES

Lawn Care, Landscape Design, Mulching, Ir-
rigation, Tree & Shrub Pruning. Commercial, 
Residential, Free Estimates  727-560-2743.

FOWLER’S COMPLETE
LAWN SERVICE

We Will Beat any Competetive Price. Weekly, 
Bi-Weekly, Monthly. Free Estimates. Senior 
Discount. 727-688-0394.

GREAT YARD WORK-Cutting, Edging, Rak-
ing Leaves, Clean Up Lots, Apartment Clean-
Outs, Garages. Tree Trim, Removal,  Etc. Pres-
sure Washing. Sylvester, 460-8721.

LAWN & HAUL-Affordable Prices. Roof Clean-
ing, Mowing, Hedge/Tree Trimming, Brush 
Removal, Code Violation Clean-Ups, Debris 
Hauling. Dependable. Senior Discounts. Dave, 
727-215-2229.

EXPERT SPRINKLER 
REPAIR 

Rich Moseley, Irrigation Contractor. 15 Years 
Experience. Reasonable Rates. Well & Pumps. 
439-0792  Leave Message. Lic.#C8312.

Moving/Hauling

MOVING OUT OF 
STATE?   60¢ / MILE

Furniture and Household Goods. Guaranteed 
Satisfaction by a 20 Year Experienced, Mature 
& Responsible Mover.
727-515-2100.

Home Improvement Home Improvement Lawn/Landscape
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PINNIX PAINTING INC.- Interior, Exterior. In 
Business Locally Since 1980. Free Estimates. 
Commercial Residential References Upon 
Request. Lic. #C4334. 548-9293.

BYRON JOHNSON PAINTING PLUS, INC.- 
Interior/Exterior Painting, Staining, Drywall, 
Taping, Pressure Washing, Free Estimates. 
Lic. #C-9894, Insured, Quality Work. 727-365-
1088.

Pest Control

Plumbing

LINGO’S PLUMBING RELIABLE-Repairs, 
Replacements, Fixtures. Sewers, Cleaning,   
Remodels, New Construction, Better Business 
Bureau Lic.#CFC1426040.  727-403-9523.

Miscellaneous Service

PURZ ‘n’ FURZ- Pet Sitting, Bonded & In-
sured. Overnights, Dog Walking, Pet Taxi. 727-
251-2428.Gulfport/S. Pasadena,  W. St. Pete 
& Beaches.

Painting Plumbing Miscellaneous Service

TRAVELING HAIR-
DRESSER AVAILABLE

Licensed & Insured. Please Call Lois at 522-
4562 or Cell 410-5419.

SEWING MACHINE REPAIRS - In Your Home. 
Most Repairs Done in Home. All Makes, All 
Models. Work Guaranteed. 393-3632.

BANKRUPTCY IS NOT
A DIRTY WORD

Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy. 10+ yrs. Exp. 
Florida Bankruptcy Services. 727-322-5881.
www.floridabankruptcyparalegal.com

City of Gulfport Public NoticeCity of Gulfport Public Notice
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CUSTOM FRAME SHOP-and Gallery in South 
Pasadena. 31yrs. Same Location. Owner Re-
tiring. Beautiful Setting. Will Train.  Please Call 
Jack. 727-344-2202.

BEAT THE RECESSION-Residual Income 
Opportunity. Part-Time from Home. Go to
www.abminfo.com  Sign up Online. ID #3011 
David S.

NEED PERSONAL CARE-Assistance for my 
mother with severe Alzheimer’s. Must live very 
near Tierra Verde. Call Tedd Driver 727-214-
0477. 

ONE LICENSED BARBER-and Two Braid-
ers or Stylists. Brand New Barber & Styling 
Chairs, Booth Rental  $100/wk. Great Loca-
tion. 727-430-0033.

HANDYPERSON- Part Time on Call. Must 
Have Tools & Truck. Rent-A-Hand, Lic.# 5842. 
347-3424.

MAN FRIDAY- Some Travel, Credit Card, 
Working Cell Phone, Dependable Transporta-
tion a Must. Bondable, Computer a +. Resume 
to: 
rrmediates@aol.com 

MODELS NEEDED ST. PETE BEACH-Top 
Money up to $10. Days/Eves. 727-827-2991 
or 727-360-9825.

ANTIQUES
It’s Fun! Gulfport Beach Antiques & Collect-
ibles + Gulfport U.S. Post Office, 3115 Beach 
Blvd. S., 727-381-8548.

Automotive

1993 FORD ESCORT STATION WAGON- Ap-
prox 72,000 Miles, A/C, Spare Tire Included. 
Well Maintained. $2000. 727-321-5305.

UP TO $500
Paid For Junk Cars, Trucks, Vans. 727-458-
3721, 727-458-7710.

Furniture/Appliances

FURNITURE REPAIR IN HOME!-Dents, 
Scratches, Broken Legs, Recliners, Uphol-
stery.  All types of Furniture Assembly, Etc. 
23yrs Experience. Affordable.  813-558-0646, 
727-289-8262. 

General

40’ 1972 UTILITY BOAT- Owned by Fred Mor-
gan & a 30’ Sailboat, 1972 owned by William 
Walker will be sold to the high bidder on April 
13, 2010 at 7p.m. @ 235 15th Ave. S.E., St. 
Petersburg, Fl 33701

THE BOOK LADY SAYS- Wear a Classy Em-
broidered Gulfport Tee Shirt, $17.95. Small 
Adventures Book Shop, 3107 Beach Blvd 727-
347-8732. Closed Sunday & Monday.

I NEED LEGAL GUIDANCE-and Assistance 
of a Lawyer or Paralegal who has Experience 
in Malpractice. Also in Civil Appeals Case. 
James Daniels 727-527-3237 or 727-831-
5071.

LIGHT WEIGHT WHEEL CHAIR-Great Shape 
$40. 727-776-5233.

CRAFT SUPPLIES-Ribbon, greenery, jewelry, 
glass, pics, etc. Call 743-7431. 

OTHER WORLDS 
Has Moved to Oldsmar Flea Market, Booth 
I-22. Drums, Harps, Flutes, Bagpipes, Sitars 
& More. Great Selection of Gemstone Jewelry. 
Sat-Sun. 9-4p.m.  727-345-2800.
www.theotherworlds.com.

GULFPORT LIONS CLUB - Available For 
Parties, Weddings, Meetings. Great Water-
front Location With Full Facilities. Call Art for 
Info and Dates. 321-5717.

2 CEMETARY PLOTS-in Beautiful Royal Palm 
North. (Peace  Garden 3), Side by Side. $2000. 
for Both. 727-323-1491.

CANNON AE-1 FILM CAMERA- with wide 
angle and short lens. $125 firm. Call the Gab-
ber office 727-321-6965.

Health & Fitness

COLUMBIA MEN’S BIKE-& Pioneer Ladies 
Bike. Best Offer. 856-534-9945.

Marine

WET SLIPS-From 25’ to 55’ Sail of Power. 
$7/F. Easy Access to Gulf. 4 Slips Left. 727-
641-6465.

Musical Instruments

TECHNICS DIGITAL ORGAN- W/Bench. Full 
Size. Excellent Condition. Retail $8000, Ask-
ing $1295 o.b.o. 727-384-3265.

Pets/Animals

BEAUTIFUL CAT- Adult female, Free To a 
good home. Spay & Shots. Must be an indoor 
cat. Call 727-343-2464

Wanted

CASH WAITING!- Collector will pay Top Dollar 
for your Guns or Guitars. Discrete Local Se-
nior. 727-804-2381.

Legal Notices

FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that St. Petersburg 
Properties, Inc., desiring to engage in busi-
ness under the fictitious name Suncoast Build-
ing Contractors located in Pinellas County, 
Florida, intends to register the said name with 
the Division of Corporations, Florida Depart-
ment of State, pursuant to section 865.09 of 
the Florida Statutes. April 1, 2010.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE- $13.00 for 20 words, 
includes notarized affidavit of publication and 
tear sheet. $5.00 notary fee. 321-6965.

FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Chocolate Special-
ties by Joe, LLC., desiring to engage in busi-
ness under the fictitious name Joe Higgins 
Consulting located in Pinellas County, Florida, 
intends to register the said name with the Di-
vision of Corporations, Florida Department of 
State, pursuant to section 865.09 of the Flori-
da Statutes. April 1, 2010.

Yard/Garage Sale

ALL NATIONS DRUM CORP-Thur. & Fri. 
8am.-? 4726 15th Ave. S. 

4534 18TH AVENUE S.-Friday & Saturday 
9-5pm. Microwave, Household Items, Room 
Carpet (mauve), Ceiling Fan, Outside Lights, 
Teen and Women Clothes, Jewelry, Shoes. 
Prom Dresses, Gown. Large Office Printer 
with Cartridges and Much More!

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9-4P.M.- 6129 3rd Ave. 
S. Nice Clean Household & Yard Items Priced 
to Sell. 

5000 14TH AVE. SO.- Gulfport. Sat. 9-5pm. 
Household Items, Clothes, Variety Items.

Antiques

FIBERGLASS BOAT REPAIR-Buff & Wax, 
$9.95/Hr. Glass/Gelcoat Repair, Fluid Change, 
Shaft Alignment, Motor Repair. Trouble Shoot-
ing, 24 Years Exp. Call Steve, 727-365-3210.

Marine

Help Wanted

Business Opportunity
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2409 59TH ST. S.- Gulf Clubs, Tools, Linens, 
Dishes, Baby Furniture, Fri. & Sat. 8:30.

LARGE, LARGE GARAGE SALE-Big & Small 
Items. Fri./Sat. 8am-6pm. 4510 22nd Ave. So.

HUGH MOVING SALE-Thur.-Sat. April 1st-
3rd. Everything Must Go! Appliances, Furni-
ture, Electronics, Tools, Ceramic Supplies, T-
Shirt Machine, and All Sorts of Odds & Ends. 
6348 41st. Ave. N. St. Pete. 33709. (located 
near 66th St. and 38th Ave. N.)

BIZARRE BAZAAR- Edie is having another 
Mega Sale. April 1, 2, & 3 from 9am - Sun-
down. No early birds. 1548 Canterbury Rd. N. 
(off Tyrone & 58th) look for signs

COLLECTORS ESTATE SALE-Antiques, Ja-
dite, Graniteware, Etc. 4/1 & 4/2. 63rd St. S. 
Gulfport. (follow signs from 64th St. S. & Gulf-
port Blvd. 9am.-3pm. No Early Birds!

716 75TH ST. N.-Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
8am.-3pm. 

SHORE DRIVE APTS.
COMMUNITY SALE

1824 Shore Dr. S. Friday Some, Saturday 
Lots! 9am.-1pm. Furniture, Plus Size Clothes 
& Much More!

Lost & Found

3-MONTHS LOST CAT-Black Long Hair, 
Male, Lost Near 50th & Gulfport. 343-2464.

Card of Thanks

TOWNSHORES CONDO-1BR/1BA Deluxe. 
First floor, Waterviews, 55+. No Pets, $700/
Mo. plus Security. Annual, Includes; Cable, 
Gas and Water 727-343-4930.

BEAUTIFUL TOWN SHORES 1BR/1BA-3rd 
floor, 55+. 1yr. Lease. Newly Updated, Cov-
ered Parking. Move-in Ready, Marina View. 
$625/Mo. plus 1st/last/security. 954-270-4882.

SO. PASADENA -Nice 1BR Apt. Screened 
Deck, Lovely Pool, Fishing Dock, Quiet and 
Peaceful. 55+, $575/Mo.  727-289-4436. Ref-
erences, No Dog.

GREAT DEAL!-$700/Mo. includes water, elec-
tric & cable. Great Location on Pinellas Trail. 
Remodeled 1Br/1Ba. C/H/A, W/D,  No Pets. 
Karen, 727-776-5233.

S. PASADENA WATERFRONT-2BR/2BA 14th 
floor Condo. W/Direct View of Boca Ciega & 
Gulf. Amazing Sunsets, Secure Bldg. Carport, 
Renovated throughout. W/Maple Cabinetry, 
Granite Countertops and New Carpets. Ame-
nities include Heated Pool w/hot Tub, Exercise 
room, Game room, Sauna and Steam room. 
$1100/Mo. 727-244-4092.

KENWOOD 2826 9TH AVE. N.- Newly Re-
modeled 1BR/1BA, $550/Mo. & $550 Deposit. 
Water Included. 727-347-7423.

GULFPORT FULL-1 Bedroom. CH&A, Ter-
razzo Floors. No Pets. $650/Mo. 1st/last/se-
curity. Water Included.  Stetson Vicinity. DAN 
YINGST REALTY 727-321-5258.

SMALL ROOM FOR RENT IN -Gulfport. $100/
Wk Includes Cable & Utilities. 727-481-5379.

COTTAGE ON BUS-Line. Gulfport. 1BR/1BA 
Dishwasher,  W/D, Water, WiFi Included, $625/
Mo. 1st/Last. Special 1st Month $500. Clean & 
Quiet.   Available 4/28. 727-384-9154 or 727-
565-5719. 

GULFPORT IMMACULATE - 1BR/1BA. $550/
Mo. C/H/A, W/S/G Paid, Laundry. Small Quiet 
Complex. Petless, Smokeless. Reserved Park-
ing.  727-360-4054. Leave Message.

TOWN SHORES CONDO- Great View,Top 
floor, corner unit. 2BR/2BA. 55+, No pets, Inc. 
cable. $975/mo. annual. 727-542-2445.

SECTION 8 3BR/2BA-$950/Mo. Near Bartlett 
Park, Excellent Condition. WALTON REALTY 
727-458-3613.

GULFPORT ART DISTRICT - 1BR, office, ful-
ly furnished, fenced patio. Non-smoker. $750/
mo. includes utilities/cable/interenet. Jaime-
frame@aol.com   541-829-7309. 

LARGE 2/1 CONDO/APT-55+. Nice, Clean,  
Quiet. 5880 38th Ave. N. St. Pete, 7 Closets, 
(1= walk-in) C/H/A, No Smokers/Pets. Lease 
$675/Mo. 727-345-1029.

ST. PETE WATERFRONT CONDO- Corner 
Unit, 2BR/1BA, Like New, Large Balcony  w/
Rear Fishing Dock, Manatee Friendly, Excel-
lent Fishing. $775/Mo. No Dogs/Cats.Call Bob, 
727-347-2921, 727-458-6459.

PASADENA CHATEAU TOWER -Great Wa-
terview 9th floor, Pool, Remodeled, Unfur-
nished 2BR/2BA, Balcony, W/D, Secured Bldg. 
$995/Mo. Yearly. Ralston’s Realty Co. Diane, 
727-367-6702. 

NEAR SPC & PINELLAS TRAIL-Large 
1BR/1BA. Clean & Quiet. No Pets Please. 
$550/Mo. plus Security 727-455-1744.

GULFPORT DUPLEX-$665/mo. & Security 
Deposit. 1BR Old Florida charm, Nice Yard, 
Parking & WSG included. Smokeless Please. 
No Section 8.  727-424-6085.

GREAT LANDLORD LOOKING- For Respon-
sible Tenant for 2BR/1BA House across from 
Tangerine Greenway. C/H/A, W/D Hook-up, 
Storage Room, on double lot. Newly Remod-
eled Bathroom, Breakfast Area off Kitchen. 
5129 Tangerine Ave. S. $750/Mo. 727-343-
9595.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT-St. Pete Studio 
Apts. from $450/Mo., 1BR’s from $550/Mo., 
2BR’s from $650/Mo. Vouchers & Section 8 
OK.727-804-5596. Gulfport-1BR/1BA Duplex. 
CHA $550/Mo.

HISTORIC KEY WEST 
STYLE BUILDING 

Walk to Arts District and Waterfront, Large 
1BR/1BA, Den, Diningroom, Kitchen, White 
Picket Fence, Brick Streets, Porch, High Ceil-
ings, Wooden Floors, Large Backyard,  $650/
mo. Available Immediately, Call 727-452-
8566. 

1BR FURNISHED-Renovated Cottages or 
Mobile Homes. St. Pete Location.  Reasonably 
Priced. Good Tenants Only. Very Few Left.  
Monthly 727-410-6599.

BOCA CIEGA WATERFRONT RESORT-Cot-
tages, Efficiencies. Private Beach, Pool and 
Private Fishing Dock. $450.00 And Up, 727-
327-0049.

BAY ISLAND-What a View! Waterfront 
1BR/1BA Condo, W/D, Carport, Htd. Pools, 
Gated, 55+, Annual Lease, THE SUN TEAM 
727-345-0099.

SEASONAL RENTAL-In Gulfport. 2BR/1BA, 
Furnished. Electric, Water & Cable Included. 
Nice/Quiet. $200/Wkly. plus Deposit. Also 
1BR/1BA. $190/Wkly. No Pets/Smoking 727-
321-5146.

HUGE INDOOR POOL-Eagle Crest 6170 7th 
Ave. N. Large 3BR/3BA, clean, beautiful home 
in great neighborhood. CHA, Laundry room w/
washer/dryer. Tile Floors, three car carport.  
$1495/Mo. & Sec. 530-235-2222. sp-houses.
com

Yard/Garage Sale

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE - This novena has 
never been known to fail. This novena must be 
said for 9 consecutive days. Publication must 
be promised. Oh Holy St. Jude, Apostle and 
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in miracles, 
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful inter-
cessor of all who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have recourse 
from the depth of my heart and humbly beg 
to whom God has given great power to come 
to my assistance.     Help me in my present 
urgent petition. In return, I promise to make 
your name known and call you to be invoked. 
St. Jude, pray for us all who invoke your aid.  
Amen. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys & 3 
Gloria’s.                                                   R.S. 

Real Estate for Rent Real Estate for Rent

1401 60TH ST.S.-3BR/2BA, $1250-1500/Mo. 
One Block From Stetson, Detached Garage, 
Fenced yard. 727-235-5146.
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SMALL QUIET EFFICIENCY- All Utilities In-
cluded. 727-289-3588. Also need  Part Time 
Handyman & Caregiver.

GULFPORT LARGE 1BEDROOM-With Den/
Office. Partially Furnished, Remodeled Bath, 
Upstairs Unit with Private Entrance. Non 
Smoker. 1 Block to Park & Beach. $700/Mo. 
includes W/S/G, Cable, Internet plus $500/Se-
curity. Available 4/1. Marti 727-612-9626.

ART DISTRICT HOME - Big, Updated 
3BR/2BA House on Beach Blvd. near beach. 
Huge Yard, CHA, $1095/mo. includes utilities. 
No Smoking/Pets 727-543-3897

TENANT NOT PAYING - For Fast, Reason-
able Eviction Service, Call Gulfport Attorney 
Karen S. Keaton at 327-5368.

3 BLOCKS FROM STETSON-Beautiful 
2BR/2BA Villa in Prestigious Picturesque 
Pasadena Yacht and Country Club. Includes 
Water, Cable, Pool, Lawn Care. Annual Lease 
$1300/Mo. 727-251-7058

WATERFRONT ST. PETE BEACH- 3/2, Great 
View, 10,000lb Lift. Deep Water, Easy Ac-
cess to Gulf. Updated Kitchen & Master Bath. 
$1800/Mo. Annual & Deposit. Tom, 770-527-
3223.

FRENCH QUARTER CONDOS- 2BR’s.  Gat-
ed, Tropically Landscaped, Pool, BBQ+ Laun-
dry On-site. $650/Mo. Convenient Location @ 
63rd St. & 1st Ave. S. 727-458-7828.

3/1 HOME NEW FLOORS- Paint, Ample Park-
ing, Pet Okay, Large Lawn, Convenient ot All. 
$1000/Mo. Call Carole, 727-866-0929.

ST. PETE BEACH- Large Efficiency, Excel-
lent Condition & Location, 1 Block to Beach, 
Busline, Shopping & Fishing. Water Included. 
$565/Mo. 727-345-7036.

2519 BEACH BLVD.-1BR/Studio Downstairs, 
Wood Floors, on Park, WSG Paid. Great 
Neighborhood, Quiet. 7 blocks to  Beach. 
$525/Mo. 727-822-2955. 

SOUTH PASADENA-Chateau Tower. 1BR/1.5, 
Balcony, Year Round Sunsets. New Carpet, 
Stove Paint, Air, Great Waterview, Pool, Fit-
ness Room, 8th floor, Annual 727-347-1738.

S. PASADENA 2BR/2BA-Condo on 6th Floor. 
Split Plan, Water View. Pool, Covered Parking,  
W/D.  Close to Shopping, Beach & Stetson 
$1000/Mo. Year Lease. 727-345-9620.

GULFPORT COTTAGE- 1921 56th St. S. 
Beautifully Remodeled 2BR/1BA/1CG, Steps 
from Stetson, 5 minutes to Beach. Large 
Fenced Backyard, Eat-In  Kitchen. $900/Mo. 
First/Last/Security. 727-391-8234.

CHARMING 1BR GULFPORT HOME- Spa-
cious Duplex, Screened Porch, Tree-Shaded 
Yard, Bright & Airy, WSG Included, $600/Mo., 
5709 21st Ave. S. 404-405-8541, 727-543-
6167.

1 AND 2 BEDROOM APT.-with Florida Room 
on Courtyard. W/S/G Included. 727-798-2267.

GULFPORT NEAR BEACH-1.5 miles to 
Stetson. 1BR Apt. W/D, Tile, Hardwood Floors, 
Newly Remodeled. No Pets. No Application 
Fee. 4926 29th Ave. S. 727-543-1789 or 727-
729-0385.

MOVE-IN SPECIAL- No Security Deposit: all 
includes W/S/G. 1BR w/storage at 2715 54th 
St. S., $585, Upstairs 1BR at 2725 54th St. S., 
$585.  Call 727-452-5942

2800 1/2 2ND AVE. N.-Kenwood. Large Clean 
1BR/1BA. Wood Floors, Patio, W/D, Really 
Cute. $525/Mo. & Sec. sp-houses.com  530-
235-2222

Furnished Rentals

BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS 1BR CONDO- 1st 
Floor Unit w/Patio. $750/Mo. includes Water/
Cable Trash/Maintenance. No Smokers/Pets. 
Close to Stetson. Available May 1st. 716-693-
8612.

BEIGE SOFA- $95. Teal Recliner, $90. 727-
520-5720.

BEAUTIFUL 2BR/1BA 55+ CONDO- All Ame-
nities, Carport. All Utilities Except Electric. No 
Smoking. Million Dollar Waterview. 3 Minute 
walk to Gulfport Beach, 10 minute ride to St. 
Pete Beach. 1150SF, 1 Year Lease, Available 
May. $900/Mo. Call Al, 727-239-2223.

GULFPORT TOWNSHORES- 55+. 1BR + 
Sleeping Porch. 6 months. Pet Friendly, No 
Smoking. $500/Mo. + Electric. 727-302-9181.

808 13TH ST. N.-St. Pete, Ex-Large 1Br/1Ba, 
A/C’s, New Carpet, Part Utilities, Petless, 
Porch, Furnished. TV/DVD/Microwave. $550/
Mo. $400/Dep. 458-7899.

GULFPORT WATERFRONT STILT HOME-  
3/2 Furnished, Pool, A/C. May-Oct. $1100/Mo. 
plus utilities, 1st, Last. No Pets/Smoking Call 
727-323-1433.

GULFPORT WATERFRONT 1 BEDROOM- 
Condo. 2nd Floor In Small Complex. Fur-
nished Beautifully, Screened Porch, A/C & 
Fans. $575/Mo., $500/Dep. 719-546-0851 or 
727-324-3250.

BOAT SLIP INCLUDED
Maximo Marina Area, Completely Remodeled 
1BR/1BA Waterfront, Beautifully Furnished, 
Covered Parking, On Busline, Yearly $950/Mo. 
Seasonal $1500/Mo. 727-867-5536.

Accommodations to Share

FURNISHED BEDROOM-Share Kitchen & 
Bath, Cable TV & Utilities $475/Mo. 727-343-
6350.

ROOM FOR RENT- Private Bath, Furnished, 
Female Only. Located off 22nd Ave. N. & US 
19. $500/Mo. & Deposit. Stable Employment. 
Please Call 727-623-6551.

 LARGE BEAUTIFUL 
POOL HOME

Private Bedroom/Bath $500/Mo. Safe Neigh-
borhood, Close to Beach, Malls. Looking For  
Professional Person or Student. 727-410-
8423.

Commercial Properties Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT-In Established 
Counseling Practice. Looking for Licensed 
Massage or Mental Health Therapist. Beauti-
ful Space near S. Pasadena. $625/Mo. includ-
ing Cleaning, Waiting and Conference Room. 
727-366-3820.

OFFICE & RETAIL SPACE- From $398-$791/
Mo. Ample Parking. Madeira Beach. 727-641-
6465.

OPEN SATURDAY APR 3RD 12-3P.M.- 
2BR/2BA/2CG, Vaulted Ceilings, In The Lakes, 
3917 103rd Ave. Clearwater. Jenny Patton, 
MAINLANDS BEST, 727-510-6131.

OPEN SATURDAY 11-2P.M.- 801 58th St. S. 
$125,000. Built 2000, 3/2/1. Move-In Ready. 
Not Short Sale. Sheri Ray, RE/MAX METRO 
727-647-4895.

Real Estate for Sale

SALE OR LEASE-Commercial Building 
1800sqft. on Fenced Corner lot (135’x104’) 
at 801 49th St. S. Lease $800/Mo. 727-527-
2087.

CLEARVIEW OAKS CONDO- 55+ 5694 40th 
Terrace N. #321. 1BR/1BA first floor Corner. 
New Bathroom, Washer/Dryer. $35,500. 727-
388-1395.

TOWN SHORES FAIRFAX-Where “Little Fido” 
is Welcome! Immaculate 1BR w/Pleasant 
Water Views. Available Fully Furnished. Just 
Listed @ $84,900 Don Taylor, REALTY EX-
ECUTIVES 727-458-7828.

GULFPORT MARINA DISTRICT-3 Bedrooms, 
2 Baths, Hardwood & Ceramic Tile floors. 
Wrap-around Screened Porch. $190,000. Beth 
Taylor, Broker 304-629-1212.

2BR/2BA SPLIT PLAN-Pet Friendly Windsor 
Bldg. on Bay, 10th floor. Murphy Bed in Florida 
room. 1550sqft. $184,900 o.b.o. 727-345-3584 
or 810-599-6986.

BAY ISLAND WATERFRONT-Extra Large 
Corner Unit Top Floor, 2BR/2BA, Immaculate 
Condition, Completely Furnished with all Items. 
Only Used Winter Months,  All Amenities. 
Long Time Owner. Reasonablly Priced, Good 
Investment. No Brokers,  727-367-5910.

SHORT SALE-2BR/1BA Great Condition. 
4143 7th Ave. N. $87,900. Will Rent Month to 
Month. WALTON REALTY 727-458-3613.

2 STORY CONDO- Five Towns Astor Bldg. 
2BR/2BA Overlooking Park Like Setting, Large 
Living Room & Family Room, Huge Laundry 
Room. 1660 Heated SF. Covered Parking. 
New Tile Roof in 2003. Heated Pool, 55+ Com-
munity. $184,900. Margit Kaitar, COLDWELL 
BANKER, 727-545-5634, 727-643-5172.

2 FAMILY 3/1 & 2/1- Great Residential Prop-
erty. Land is zoned residential for 4 units. 
Across from Clam Bayou Park. $195,000 Neg. 
727-866-0929. 

Real Estate for Rent Real Estate for Rent Open House
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Real Estate for Sale Real Estate for Sale Real Estate for Sale
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Real Estate for Sale Real Estate for Sale Real Estate for Sale
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Commercial Properties for Sale

11 UNIT APT. BUILDING- Disston Area. 
Single Story, Masonry, Newer Roof, Laun-
dry Room. Money Maker w/Good CAP Rate. 
$459,000. Call 727-804-5596.

Real Estate for Sale Real Estate for Sale Real Estate for Sale

Villas Del VerdeVillas Del Verde
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