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BY SARAH CAREY

G ot sensory overload? If you’re like many smokers, you might not — for the simple
     reason that the effects of nicotine on brain activity appear to mask awareness of

                    outsidestimuli, thereby reducing stress, UF veterinary researchers say.
“Smoking may kill, but its stress-reducing effects are probably one reason why the habit is

so prominent among college students,” said Dr. Paul Davenport, a professor in the University of
Florida College of Veterinary Medicine’s department of physiological sciences. “As many as
15-20 percent of college students are smokers, perhaps best exemplified by the phenomenon of
social smoking. These students often ignore the deadly side effects in exchange for the trade-
off of reduced anxiety.”

Davenport is studying the effect of nicotine withdrawal on brain activity and cough in one
of four projects UF veterinary researchers have been working on for two years as part of a $1
million program grant from the Florida Department of Health’s James and Esther King Bio-
medical Research Program.

Other projects, spearheaded by Drs. Donald Bolser and Linda Hayward from the veterinary
college and Dr. David Fuller from the College of Public Health and Health Professions, are
examining the effects of nicotine on everything from sleep patterns to prenatal nicotine
exposure on newborns.

In a study measuring respiratory-related evoked potential — or cognitive awareness of
breathing — in smokers, Davenport measured how respiratory stimuli are “gated” in and out of
higher brain centers. His data, which will be presented at the American Thoracic Society
meeting in 2008, shows that individuals who are withdrawing from smoking become more
aware of their breathing and may even become fearful, especially if their airway becomes
obstructed.

“When you have individuals that abstain from smoking for a 12-hour period, they get very
agitated,” Davenport said. “This is because while they are smoking, smokers’ brain activity is
‘gated,’ or controlled. Nicotine is useful because it reduces anxiety, but it also helps mask
certain brain activity, so that if you withdraw from nicotine you are much more sensitive to
stimuli coming in.”

He added that his primary interest was in determining whether nicotine affects the ability to
sense one’s breathing and respiratory system awareness. In future studies, Davenport plans to
examine how nicotine affects the brain pathways that lead to consciousness.

“You don’t constantly think about breathing, but when something changes, you become
aware of it,” Davenport said. “With smoking, your lungs change, but you’re not aware of it. It’s
awareness of one’s internal environment that we are most interested in.”

In a related study with Bolser, whose expertise is in the cough reflex, Davenport has used
capsaicin — the hot ingredient in hot peppers — to induce the urge to cough. He and Bolser
are interested in why smokers don’t cough in response to inhaling cigarette smoke, but non-
smokers do.

 “This sensation of the need to cough comes before you actually cough, which allows our
consciousness to interact with the cough reflex,” Davenport said. “If you’re in a concert and
you feel the need to cough, you have the ability to suppress that cough by conscious mecha-
nisms.

“That’s why it’s important that your brain knows your need to cough before you actually
cough,” he added. “Nicotine is changing the way the brain functions.”

Bolser said studies of relationship between the urge-to-cough sensation and the behavior
associated with it, are new and a “big deal” in the field of respiratory disease research.

“The people in our field really didn’t think about the sensations associated with the
behavior and how the behavior is produced,” Bolser said. “The urge to cough is a sensation we
now know exists and now we are thinking about the relevance of the urge to how the nervous
system generates behavior and how this might be a factor in how cough suppressants work.”

Davenport said it’s clear that if breathing is obstructed in either animals or humans,
tremendous fear and anxiety occur, and in many cases, humans experience anxiety and panic
disorder.

“What is it about disordered breathing that makes us so fearful, and what can we do to help
patients and animals that have these tremendous fear responses to disordered breathing?”
Davenport asks. “Clinically, we need to treat the lung disease, but what we seldom treat is the
anxiety the patient has.”

Veterinary researchers: Nicotine reduces stress, respiratory awareness

Anyone with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease understands the feeling of breathless-
ness even upon such activity as walking through a mall, or mild exercise. Because of this,
many people with COPD become less and less active, Davenport said.

“When we fear we won’t be able to breathe, we won’t exercise,” he said. “So if we can figure
out how to lessen the anxiety of those who suffer from COPD, we can improve their rehabilita-
tion from lung disease.”

And about those college students — don’t look for their habits to change anytime soon.
“The use of nicotine to self-medicate for stress has serious side effects, produces deadly

disease and is extremely addictive,” Davenport said. “When I talk to young people, I tell them,
‘you will get lung and heart disease; smoking will kill you.’ But we have to recognize that even
with that knowledge, kids still smoke because they feel the benefits exceed the risks.”

Dr. Paul Davenport and his graduate student,  Sarah Pei-Ying Chan apply a respiratory load to
a subject. The subject is not seen because they are in an adjacent room. Davenport’s recent
nicotine studies also examine the relationship between brain activity and respiration. Brain
activity is recorded in smokers after nicotine withdrawal, then after giving the smoker nicotine
gum. His group has found a change in brain activity directly related to absence or presence of
nicotine.                                                                                         (UF Photo by Ray Carson)
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The men of Movember

A nd the winner is.....drum roll, please...our very own Englishman surgeon,
   Dr. Nick Bacon!

     Bacon’s thick brown, lustrous “Mo” -- that’s Australian for moustache -- attracted
the most donations from admiring contributors who gave money and support to
various (all very good-looking) internal candidates for the best “Mo Bro” as part of
an effort to raise awareness of prostate cancer.

The idea was Dr. Alastair Coomer’s. The second year small animal surgery
resident, who is from New Zealand,  challenged the men of the Veterinary Medical
Center to “grow a Mo”  during Movember, the month formerly known as November.

Movember is a charity event held as a benefit for the Prostate Cancer Foundation.
 “At the start of Movember, guys registered with a clean-shaven face,” said

Melissa Headrick of the small animal referral office, which assisted Coomer in
generating publicity for the cause. “The Movember participants, known as ‘Mo Bros,’
then had the remainder of the month to grow and groom their Mo and along the way,
raise as much money and awareness as possible about male health care issues.”

Why the extreme behavior?
“Whichever way we look at it, men lack awareness about the very real health

issue they have, and have an attitude that they have to ‘be a real man’ or ‘be tough,’”
said Coomer. “Many men are reluctant to see a doctor about an illness or go for
regular medical checks.”

Coomer  and Bacon said they hope to “grow” the Movember event at the college
in future years, both in terms of participation and in terms of donations from UF
clients as well as from  colleagues at UF.

“Although Bacon didn’t follow the rules, and didn’t shave every day, he did have
a sensational patch, and looked the worst, therefore the best,” Coomer said.

C VM graduate student Dr. Tara Anderson and senior veterinary student Mary Gardner are
    featured in a poster promoting the University of Florida Health Science Center library’s

“ReadX” campaign.
Anderson represents the graduate program and Gardner represents the professional D.V.M.

program. Both women are avid readers, and shared why they singled out the books they did to
be pictured with in the poster.

Anderson, D.V.M., ‘03, M.P.H. ’07, is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in the college. She chose
for her book “Oh, the Places You’ll Go” by Dr. Seuss.

“Like many, Dr. Seuss was one of my favorite authors as a child,” Anderson said. “Who
doesn’t love classics like ‘The Cat in The Hat’ and ‘Green Eggs and Ham?’”

Anderson said she along with several classmates received a copy of “Oh, the Places You’ll
Go” from the parents of a dear friend at the time of their graduation from veterinary school.

“I was touched by its message, and reminded that Dr. Seuss is inspirational to any age
group,” Anderson said.

Gardner, who is president of the class of ‘08, chose the book “Mutant Message Down
Under.”

“This is a tale of the challenge and endurance of an American woman’s spiritual journey
through the outback of Australia,” Gardner said. “Marlo Morgan is invited by a remote tribe of
nomadic Aborigines to accompany them on a four-month walkabout. Morgan learns how they
thrive in harmony with the plants and the animals that exist in the rugged terrain of Australia’s
bush. She is personally transformed after facing the physical and mental requirements of the
journey.”

Gardner said she enjoyed the unique look at the wisdom of an extraordinary community
whose culture is more than 50,000 years old.

“This book has a compelling, powerful, life-enhancing message for all of us,” Gardner said.

From left to right are the VMC’s “Men of Movember”: surgery resident Dr. Stan Kim; surgery chief Dr. Gary

Ellison; surgery resident Dr. Alistair Coomer (surgery resident), surgeon Dr. Nick Bacon, intern Caleb

Hudson, large animal resident Dr. Jeremy Fredrick, student John Shivers and student Phil Shaw. (Photo

courtesy of Dr. Kristin Kirkby)

College spreads spirit of community giving through
holiday food drive, collection for needy families

As of Dec. 11, more than 353 pounds of food, along with $75 in cash, had been
collected from bins on the college campus and during the college holiday party to
support the college’s Bread of the Mighty food drive.

After such success, a decision was made to extend the drive through the
remainder of the holidays.

Bread of the Mighty has been in operation in Gainesville since 1987. It is a
nonprofit organization that coordinates the acquisition and distribution of food
and basic essentials to nonprofit agencies that provide for the needy.

In addition to the food drive, the college was able to help three needy families
with seriously ill children by spearheading a  toy and gift collection.

“There is a wreath with toy/clothing ornaments requests for the children of
three families, all with a child who has a long term chronic illness,” said Judy
Bousquet-Broward, assistant director of medical/health administration. “The
wreath is located outside the bookstore.  We are purchasing two toys for each child
and three clothing items.”

Approximately one-third of the ornaments remained free for purchasing at press
time. Money collected will be used to purchase Target gift certificates for the
family of a child with muscular dystrophy.

 “He has special needs for clothing and his 13 year old sister is of the age to
want to pick out her own clothes,” Bousquet-Broward said.

In addition, Children’s Medical Services has asked the college to put together
20 food baskets for a Christmas dinner.

 “At Thanksgiving, their staff chipped in to provide Thanksgiving food items.
But they only can do so much,” Bousquet-Broward said. “We will purchase 20
turkeys, toys and clothes items not already purchased and food gift certificates
with the balance.”

These families typically do not qualify for assistance because of their income.
“However, because of their child’s health issues, they are struggling,” Bousquet

said. “ Many have health insurance, but copayments and medicine can be over-
whelming.  Some of the children are in last stages of various illnesses.  The help
that we provide will make a difference to these needy families.”

UF CVM students participate in Health Center’s
reading campaign
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W hen natural disasters, disease outbreaks or other emergencies affecting animals or
              animal health occur in Florida, there soon will be more veterinary boots on the ground
to respond.
     In an effort to unify veterinary disaster response efforts throughout the state, the UF College
of Veterinary Medicine has partnered with the Florida Veterinary Medical Association and the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to create the Florida Veterinary Corps.

“While individual veterinarians have supported emergency response efforts in the past,
veterinarians and veterinary technicians, working as part of the Florida Veterinary Corps, will
be fully integrated into the overall State Emergency Response Team,” said Florida’s state
veterinarian, Dr. Thomas Holt. “This will provide them with greater support in carrying out
their work, help protect their safety, and enable greater coordination with other responders.”

The UF College of Veterinary Medicine is playing a lead role in overseeing those Corps
veterinarians and veterinary technicians who will assess areas impacted by disasters in terms of
their veterinary infrastructure and needs, and will help meet those needs directly through the
diagnosis and treatment of animals in impacted areas, Holt added.

Florida is continually threatened by natural disasters such as hurricanes and forest fires, by
the introduction of foreign emerging animal diseases and by potential acts of bioterrorism.

Should members of the Vet Corps deploy during a hurricane or a wildfire, participating
individuals would probably be asked to “bring a toothbrush and a stethoscope” while housing

and food would be provided, said UF’s John Haven, college director and coordinator of the
CVM’s Veterinary Emergency Treatment Service.

“People will bring their basic stuff and we will take care of the rest,” he added.
 The concept was launched during the annual FVMA conference in September, and more

than 50 people already have filled out their applications. So far, the new program has been
advertised primarily through the FVMA and SART Web sites, where applications can be
downloaded.

 “Since the September announcement, FVMA representatives have been talking to local
chapters, signing up volunteers every week and has applied for training grants,” Haven said.
“The training will be similar to what we are already doing at the college with the VETS
program.”

An added benefit is that when the state has a federally declared disaster, volunteer efforts
such as those expended by the Vet Corps will count as in-kind contributions, supplementing
the amount paid by the state and individual counties to obtain the 25 percent needed to
acquire additional FEMA dollars.

 “By having an organized structure for volunteers to respond within, we’re able to capture
the people who probably would have responded anyway, but to the benefit of the taxpayers
involved,” Haven said.

 State veterinarian Holt added, “While there are established national teams that may
provide this type of veterinary support in an emergency, Florida will be best served by
veterinarians and veterinary technicians within the state that are ready and able to respond.”

Architects say new small animal hospital will be light, bright and welcoming,
will represent new face for south end of UF campus

New Vet Corps volunteer group aims to unify veterinary outreach, disaster response in state

College plays key leadership role

T he University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine’s new Veterinary Research and
           Education Center will not only contain additional space for a state-of-the-art small
animal hospital with all of the “bells and whistles” –– it also will represent a new face for the
south end of the University of Florida campus.

Representatives from FWAJDB/Zeidler Partnership, which was awarded the architectural
contract to design the $58 million, 90,000 square-foot facility in August, presented several
“town hall” meetings to CVM faculty, staff and students Nov. 26.

Spokesperson Roy Abernathy, a principal in the FWAJDB firm, said his group has worked
on several academic veterinary hospitals throughout the country and partnered with Zeidler in
order to offer “a broader and more team-oriented approach” to the project.

“We are the veterinary experts,” he said, while Zeidler, which is based in West Palm Beach,
offers an understanding of the UF campus environment, local code and transportation issues.

 “Academic veterinary hospitals are unique and contribute to both human and animal
health in ways that a lot of people don’t understand, one aspect being UF’s role in providing
training for board certification,” Abernathy said. “Private practice facilities are only beginning
to provide opportunities for this training and the need for more certified professionals is one of
the greatest issues facing the profession.”

As of mid-December, Abernathy and other members of the design team had met with
representatives from all of the Veterinary Medical Center services and key administrators. The
architects and other contractors and engineers serving as consultants will work together to
complete the project and are shooting for an 18-month turnaround. The group hopes to finalize
design plans by late 2008.

 The design team’s initial concept involves opening up the front of the new building so that
people can see into it, which means “lots of glass and natural daylight,” Abernathy said. “This
is envisioned as a building that is turned inside out; that is, the outside will reflect what is
going on inside.”

He added that the team will be working to improve the client experience, and will make
“lots of considerations for animal and human comfort — everything from the landscaping to
the hardscaping.”

Among other things, that means animal-friendly tile floors that pets won’t slip on and
which will be easy to clean. The light, bright and open characteristics of the new facility
should create both a welcoming and healing-friendly environment.

 “A lot of research has been done as to how daylight helps improve the healing cycle in
animals as well as the health and comfort of the people who work in the hospital,” Abernathy
said. “That’s why we want to bring a lot of natural light into the building.”

A sustainable, green building design will be used along with an innovative, learning-
centered approach that includes having “Rounds Rooms” associated with every hospital
service.

 “In the focus group we did with students, they said one of the hardest things they currently
face is having to track someone down to ask a question. The Rounds Room concept puts
everyone in that service in the same learning area,” Abernathy said, adding, “Today that
happens in the hallway.”

 These rooms would enable students, in whatever clinical rotation they are on, to be more
centralized instead of on the service perimeter, the architects said.

 “It’s like turning the learning process inside out,” Abernathy said. “The Rounds Room
concept is much like a hub where students, clinicians and techs are housed in the center of the
service where the action takes place. With amenities like storage for bags, books and personal
effects, computers, presentation technology, phones, a conference table and windows that look
into procedure spaces, these hubs put the classroom in the hospital. When you’re in, say,
dermatology, and an animal comes in with an interesting issue, through the Rounds Room
concept, the students are right in the middle of the action and able to see procedures.”

 The existing hospital will continue to house dermatology, neurology, ophthalmology, zoo
medicine, alternative/holistic medicine and a blood donor ward. A physical therapy service
will also be added, while pharmacy and radiology will expand.

Among the exciting new features of the new hospital will be a linear accelerator, a new
emergency and critical care clinic, the new physical therapy area and expanded capacity and
capability for chemotherapy, all of which will be located on the first floor.

 The second floor will house surgery in a suite designed to separate the animal traffic from
the sterile inner corridor. This floor will also include anesthesia, endoscopy, and a cardio
catheterization laboratory and will house the CT unit in the future.

The third floor will serve primarily as office space but will also house a conference room/
meeting place area capable of seating 120 people.

 “This building will become the public face of academic veterinary medicine in Florida,”
Abernathy said. “A new entry for the college, a new face for the profession and a tool to help
clinicians, students and technical staff do what they do better.”

And they’re off!
Offshore students complete studies at UF

BY SARAH CAREY

From left to right, front row, are Jennifer Moran-Morales, Marisa Hedlund,
Christine Senneca, Rebecca Williams, Brenda Vail,  and Dr. Chito Pablo. In back
row are Dr. Nick Bacon, Jessie Rizor,  Dr. Steeve Guigere, Adria Rodriguez, Dr.
Rowan Milner, Gary Gerber, Marcy Milkowski, Dr. Jim Himes, Dr. Tom Vickroy,
and Dr. Alastair Coomer.

“Offshore students have a unique education by spending the first three years at
their home college at either Ross or St. Georges University,  and their senior year at a
university of their choosing,” said Dot McColskey from the Office for Students and
Instruction. “Due to the blended educational experience, these students miss the
traditional senior year experience. Our office, with full support of the college is
committed to providing some of the same experiences that are available for traditional
senior DVM students. “

 Offshore students now have senior pictures, a class composite, a completion
ceremony and reception at the end of their clinic year.  Additionally, the senior year
privilege of early release from clinics is extended as well, and Pablo puts together a
surprise movie showcasing each graduate. The movie is shown at their ceremony.



BY SARAH CAREY

F or Bellamy, a Pomerian crossbred dog that came to UF’s shelter medicine program in
   November for neutering, the thrill is gone — and that’s a good thing.

       Soon after Bellamy’s arrival from Puppy Hill Farm, a rescue group, shelter veterinarian Dr.
Natalie Isaza discerned that the dog had a heart murmur with a palpable thrill, or vibration
caused by fluid passing through an incompetent heart valve.

 “Because of this, we didn’t do surgery, but instead had the cardiology service examine
Bellamy,” Isaza said. “They found that he had heartworms wrapped around the leaflets of his
tricuspid valve, causing his murmur and the resulting thrill.”

Thanks to a generous donation from a donor in Kansas City, Bellamy was able to be
admitted to UF’s Veterinary Medical Center, where he underwent a procedure to manually
remove the worms from his heart.

 “He is now doing very well,” Isaza said.
Dr. Amara Estrada said that over the years, the cardiology service has consulted on several

cases of suspected heart disease in shelter animals.
 “In a lot of situations, we suspect congenital heart disease since the patients are young,”

Estrada said. “Some of these animals have been fostered by families or rescue groups who are
sometimes willing to fix or try to treat the heart problem, usually requiring cardiac catheteriza-
tion and interventional therapy.

“Everyone felt really, really
good about what we did.”

                 Dr. Amara Estrada

 “This has been an excellent learning and
teaching situation for our students and
residents and just an overall ‘feel good’
experience because we know that without our
intervening, these animals would have been
euthanized,” she added.

Estrada said that Bellamy’s disease was very serious, and that in fact many dogs affected by
heartworms in that way will die.

“After the echocardiogram showed us the mass of heartworms wrapped around his tricuspid
valve, Bellamy was anesthetized the next day,” Estrada said. “We then pulled the worms out
with special forceps that are specifically made for extracting heartworms.”

 The entire procedure took about an hour and students and residents from anesthesia,
surgery and cardiology all were there to participate.

“By the next day, Bellamy looked like a million bucks,” Estrada said. “So everyone felt
really, really good about what we did.”

The procedure of heartworm extraction usually costs somewhere between $2,000 and
$2,500, Estrada said. Bellamy’s procedure was funded through a  donation from a philanthro-
pist interested in helping animals like Bellamy; animals that would otherwise not have a
chance of survival.

 “I hope Bellamy’s story encourages other donations for this type of treatment,” Isaza said,
adding that the dog was now back at Puppy Hill Farm and would be available for adoption
after being neutered and receiving drug therapy to kill any remaining heartworms.

The thrill is gone...and that’s a good thing for
Pomeranian rescue dog treated successfully for
massive heartworms at UF

Coat of many colors
Rare tortoiseshell cats seen at Operation Catnip

Dr. Mandi Schmidt, first year cardiology resident, and Dr. Natalie Isaza are shown with Bellamy during the dog’s

follow-up visit to the VMC after successful surgery to remove  a mass of heartworms from his tricuspid valve.

E leanor Myers
   Green, D.V.M., chair

of the University of
Florida College of
Veterinary Medicine’s
department of large
animal clinical sciences,
is the new president of the
American Association of
Equine Practitioners. She
will serve through 2008.

Green, who also serves
as chief of staff of the UF’s
Large Animal Veterinary
Medical Center, was
inducted into office
during the AAEP’s annual
convention, held Dec. 1-5
in Orlando.

She is the first female
practitioner to serve as AAEP’s president.

Board certified by both the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine and
the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners, Green is a past president of the ABVP
and also of the American Association of Veterinary Clinicians.

She has been an active member of AAEP since joining the organization in 1973, the
year she graduated from veterinary school at Auburn. Green most recently served as
AAEP’s president-elect  and also has served as a district director, chair of the internship
and student relations committee and the AAEP foundation’s student scholarship task
force as well as on several other committees.

The AAEP, headquartered in Lexington, Ky., was founded in 1954 as a nonprofit
organization dedicated to the health and welfare of the horse.  The group has 8,500
members worldwide and is actively involved in ethics issues, practice management,
research and continuing education in the equine veterinary profession and horse
industry.

Large animal department chairwoman heads
national equine group

D r. Julie Levy holds a rare male tortoiseshell-colored cat during November’s
   Operation Catnip. Volunteers nicknamed the cat, “Famous Amos.”

Levy said the cat was one of only two male cats with the classic orange and black
tortoiseshell markings that have been seen among the more than 10,000 male cats
neutered since the clinic began nine years ago.

“In a rare coincidence, only two weeks later veterinarians in the college’s shelter
medicine program neutered another male tortoiseshell kitten belonging to a local
rescue group,” Levy said.

Male tortoiseshell cats generally have an extra X chromosome or other genetic
anomaly that allows them to display both the orange and black colors that are
normally restricted to female cats.

“Most tortoiseshell males are sterile, but some have fathered litters,” Levy said.
“Thirty years ago, researchers paid top dollar for the rare cats, which were used to
study genetic conditions in men. Today the cats are notable mostly for their role as
conversation pieces.”

Dr. Doug Corey, right, outgoing president of the AAEP,

places the “President’s Pin” on Dr. Eleanor Green Dec. 4 at

the group’s annual meeting.

Shown are the heartworms that were manually

extracted from Bellamy’s heart.



Who’s naughty? Who’s nice? Holiday party spreads gift of fellowship to all

Dr. Ellis Greiner visits with Dr. Denise Petty.
Freshman veterinary student Elijah Rooney shares a laugh with zoo medical veterinary technician Jessica

Sosa and zoo medicine resident Dr. Debbie Myers. The three were singing karaoke tunes.

Alumni affairs coordinator Jo Ann Winn shares the spotlight for a moment with Santa. Jo Ann Winn holds up a stethoscope door prize while Dean Glen Hoffsis reads the prize-winning number.

Surgeon who received “Vet of the Year” award from Morris
Animal Foundation reunites with special friends at UF

                                                                                                  Photos courtesy of Dr. Mike Walsh

I n late November, Dr. Jimi Cook, the William C. Allen Endowed Scholar for Orthopedic
   Research and director of the comparative orthopedic laboratory at the University of

Missouri, visited UF to see two special friends -- Michael Ray of Deltona and his service
dog, Eagle.

Cook’s relationship with the two goes back a couple of years, when he came to UF to
help Eagle by performing a front-limb lameness procedure he specializes in and sharing his
skills with UF’s surgery team.

Cook recently was named the grand-prize national winner of the “Thank Your Vet for a
Healthy Pet” essay contest, sponsored by Dog Fancy magazine. He was chosen from more
than 1,000 nominations from pet owners throughout the country.

Ray wrote an essay that was in large part responsible for Cook’s selection.
The award was sponsored by Morris Animal Foundation, Merial Limited and BowTie,

Inc.  Cook is featured in the December issues of BowTie’s Dog Fancy, Cat Fancy and
Veterinary Practice News magazines as well as on DogChannel.com and CatChannel.com.

Ray and Eagle, as well as UF’s role, are mentioned in all of the press articles.
“Everything with Eagle was great,” Cook said. “Michael brought him up to me so I

could see how Eagle is doing overall, and so that I could make more recommendations for
activities for him.”

Cook gave Eagle some injections in his affected shoulder and elbow, since he does have
some mild and intermittent soreness on that side.

“We know he will have some arthritis in those joints because of the problems he had,”
Cook said.

He also came because it was an opportunity to visit with the man he calls “my good
friend,  Michael.”
     “We have developed a wonderful relationship,” Cook said. “I am  ‘Uncle Jimi’ to Eagle
now, and Michael and I are great friends. We communicate by e-mail pretty much every
week. We sent him an Eagle picture that my wife, Cristi, took and he has gotten us involved
now in being puppy raisers for the service dog organization he works with.  Michael and
Eagle are a wonderful and important part of my life.”
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Dr. Jimi Cook, left, with Eagle and his proud owner, Michael Ray.


