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THE BODY of a man was
discovered lying on a dirt road
early yesterday morning. He
was the country’s 26th mur-
der victim.

Information on the homi-
cide is still sketchy but police
say the body was found
around 7.30am on a dirt road
off Cox Way, East Street.

According to reports, police
were alerted to the body by a
passerby. 

When police arrived they
found a man, believed to be in
his early 20s, who had been
shot in his head.

No identity or motive is
known at this time.

Inspector Chrislyn Skip-
pings said police are appeal-
ing to members of the public
who may not have seen their

relative for the past 24 hours
to contact them immediately.

Meanwhile police say they
are following significant leads
into the shooting death of 29-
year-old Stefanno Murphy.

Murphy became the coun-
try’s 25th murder victim when
he was found dead on March
6 in the Pinewood Gardens
area.

Police say he was standing
outside a home on St John's
Avenue when he was
approached by a man and
shot several times. He died at
the scene.

Police are appealing to any-
one who may have relevant
information on any of these
homicides to contact them by
calling 919, the Central Detec-
tive Unit on 502-9991 or
Crime Stoppers anonymously
on 328-TIPS.

Last month, Assistant
Commissioner of Police

Anthony Ferguson said
police had solved 52 per cent
of the murders committed for
the year. At that time the
murder count stood at 21.

According to crime statis-
tics released by the RBPF, in
January homicides decreased
by 25 per cent, down to nine
from 12 during the same peri-
od last year.

However, in February mur-
der statistics increased by 41
per cent, up to 12 from seven
during the same period in
2011.

Southwestern and north-
eastern New Providence were
also identified as the areas
where most homicides were
committed.

Police believe a handful of
the murders were retaliation
killings, while the majority
were drug related or due to a
lack of conflict resolution
skills.
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BRANVILLE McCart-
ney’s declaration that he does
not believe women should be
legally protected from being
raped by their husbands will
come back to haunt the DNA
leader at the polls, Social
Development Minister Loret-
ta Butler-Turner said yester-
day.

Mrs Butler-Turner was
responding to Mr McCart-
ney’s comments on the TV
programme Citizen’s Review,
hosted by Erin Ferguson.

When asked if the Marital
Rape Bill would be passed by
a DNA government, Mr
McCartney said: “No, sir.
When you get married to a
person, you are one.”

The host suggested to him
that in the Bahamas, there are
high levels of domestic vio-
lence, a leading cause of mur-
der. But Mr McCartney said
there are already laws to pro-
tect wives from violence, but
rape in a marriage is too hard
to prove.

“When at the end of the
day, you are sleeping in the
same bed as your wife or
spouse, you become one in
that regard, and rape is very
difficult to prove, especially
as sexual intercourse is a part
of marriage.”

Mr Ferguson pointed out
that an act should not neces-
sarily be accepted, just
because it is hard to prove,
but Mr McCartney said: “I
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UNION Executives and
KFC Management signed an
industrial agreement yester-
day signaling an end to five
months of contentious nego-
tiations.

Darren Woods, vice-presi-
dent of the Bahamas Hotel,
Catering and Allied Worker’s
Union (BHCAWU), which
represents 300-plus line staff
at KFC said employees were
able to retain most of the ben-
efits they currently enjoy.

He said: “We were able to
more or less hold on to a lot
of the benefits. We did not
have to give up any, but some
of them were reduced with a
view of reinstatement in the
fifth year of the contract.
There were concessions and
they have lifespan. We were

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

ONE week is not a practi-
cal amount of time for busi-
nesses to collect information
and documentation to assess
the damage caused by the
road improvement project,
according to a Coconut Grove
Business League representa-
tive.
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POLICE OFFICERS remove the body of a male from a  track road off Cox Way on Wednesday morning. 
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BRANVILLE McCARTNEY, when
asked if a Marital Rape Bill would
be passed by a DNA government,
said: “When you get married to a
person, you are one.”

                



By LAMECH JOHNSON
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ljohnson@tribunemedia.net

DEMOCRATIC National
Alliance leader Branville
McCartney said the DNA will
not join the FNM or PLP to
form a coalition if the out-
come of the election is not
clearly decided.

In fact, the sitting MP for
Bamboo Town said the par-
ty’s intention is to win “big” at
the polls on election day with
no less than 20 of the 38 seats
to be contested. 

Mr McCartney made this
declaration Tuesday evening
at a one-on-one interview
with popular television talk
show host Erin Ferguson. 

Speaking to more than 100
people in the College of the
Bahamas’ 350-seater Per-
forming Arts Centre, Mr
McCartney made it clear that
the third party, a number of
which were present at the Cit-
izens Review episode taping,
would not consider joining the
opposition.

“Absolutely not,” he said.
The party leader said the

question was not a new one,
having been asked at the par-
ty’s launch in May last year.

“What happens if there is
a coalition? What happens if
we have to determine who is

the government? Well, God
forbid that because we intend
on winning and we intend on
winning big.

“We will not. The DNA
will not go with the PLP and
the DNA will not go with the
FNM,” he vowed.

The former cabinet minis-
ter said the rival parties were
“most welcome” to come with
the party, but they would
have to do so under the
DNA’s banner.

He did offer an alternative
solution: “The party with the
most seats in parliament will
have to govern as a minority
government.”

The third party leader was
asked for his realistic view on
the “odds” of the DNA win-
ning seats, as party leaders
throughout the years said they
would win all, but did not do so.

“We will win no less than
20 seats,” he answered to
audience applause.

The man who hopes to be
prime minister said the DNA
is even more confident in its
chances as the party is being
talked about by its rivals, who
were previously quiet about
its existence. “They’re now
recognising the DNA.
They’re now talking about the
DNA, something they didn’t
want to do,” he said.

Mr McCartney acknowl-
edged that the past year was
not easy for the party. How-
ever, he claims they have suc-
ceeded where other leaders –
naming Perry Christie and
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham – have “failed miserably”
in trying to form a party to
contest the general elections. 

He contended their failure
was not a deterrent for the
DNA to try. He added: “Just
because something has never
been done before does not
make it impossible.”
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don’t think it should be illegal.
I maintain that. I don’t think
there should be an Act or law
for raping a spouse.”

The Bill in the form intro-
duced by the FNM would see
a man imprisoned from seven
years to life for having sex with
his wife without her consent.

Praising her party’s support
for the Act, Mrs Butler-Turner
said the FNM has always been
a strong supporter of women’s
rights and empowerment.

“We are the only party that
stood behind it and we tabled
it. If no other party wants to
support it and the rights of
women in this country, then I
am sure it will come to their
own detriments,”she said.

Mr McCartney’s position
has also stunned staff at the
Crisis Centre for Women and
women’s rights advocate Dr
Sandra Dean-Patterson.

Donna Nicolls, volunteer
counsellor at the Crisis Centre,
said the DNA leader’s “unin-
formed statement” was unfor-
tunate and speaks to his lack
of understanding on the issue.

“For somebody who wants
to become leader with approx-

imately 50 per cent of women
constituting the population, it
is very troubling to me.

“I don’t think he knows the
impact of being in a marriage
and then being raped by your
husband. We also invite him
to have dialogue with us.”

Dr Patterson added she was
amazed that the DNA leader
would take a position that
does not support women in a
marriage having the same
rights as persons who are vic-
tims of assault.

Both women agree that Mr
McCartney should do more
research on the matter before
he voices his opinion on the
national stage.

A heated national debate
was sparked after the amend-
ment was introduced to par-
liamentarians by Mrs Butler-
Turner in July 2009.

At that time, Mrs Butler-
Turner noted that the law was
outdated. She said that spousal
rape had long been outlawed
in many other countries.

Since then human rights
group, Amnesty Internation-
al, vowed to back the amend-
ment of the Sexual Offences
Act to protect the rights of
every Bahamian woman.
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MARITAL RAPE LAW
VETO ‘TO KILL DNA’

‘NO COALITION ROLE FOR DNA’

      



By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

QUESTIONING who will
pay for the losses caused by
the ongoing road works pro-
ject, the DNA has challenged
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham to clarify his proposed
repayment scheme.

At a press conference out-
side the Democratic National
Alliance (DNA) headquar-
ters yesterday, Mt Moriah
candidate Wayne Munroe
said compensation for those
adversely impacted by the
New Providence Road
Improvement Project
(NPRIP) should not come
from the public’s purse, but
rather from those responsible
for the delays, poor design
plan and disorganisation – the
contractor, Jose Cartellone
Civiles (JCCC).

He said Mr Ingraham
“should be holding JCCC
accountable for the damage
they have caused and not let
them off the hook again at
the expense of the Bahamian
people.

“The government has taken
a cavalier attitude, in our
judgment, to cause the
Bahamian people to pay for
damages caused not by the
Bahamas government but by
Jose Cartellone,” Mr Munroe
said.

Speaking at the FNM
Carmichael constituency
office opening on Tuesday
evening, Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham announced
the government will go door-
to-door asking those affected
by the ongoing road works to
detail their losses before the
launch of the repayment
scheme.

Businesses on Baillou Hill
Road, Market Street and
Prince Charles Drive will be
the first to be assessed.

Mr Ingraham said over the
next two weeks, the govern-
ment will compile informa-
tion, including the business-

es' expenses, revenue, prof-
its, accounts receivable and
payables during the period
2007 to 2011.

Mr Munroe said he has
been advised that Deputy
Director of Economic Plan-
ning in the Ministry of
Finance, Hugh Chase, has
been instructed to engage 25
persons, who will be paid $210
per week, to carry out the
assessment of losses to busi-
nesses over a two-week peri-
od.

He said the qualifications
of these persons are unknown

and challenged the Prime
Minister to clearly outline the
government’s repayment
scheme.

“It is far from clear that the
government intends to com-
pensate all of the persons
affected.

“This acting in secret while
you have damaged people
openly is just wrong,” Mr
Munroe said.

The DNA are also caution-
ing business owners not to
rush to accept inadequate
compensation and sign away
their rights to full repayment.

He said: “It is absolutely
wrong for a government to
use financial hardship as a
weapon against its people and
we in the DNA are of the
view that that is exactly what
the Free National Movement
government intends to do.” 
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DNA leader Branville
McCartney will call for a ref-
erendum on the legalisation
of gambling and a national
lottery should the DNA win
the up-coming general elec-
tion, stating it’s “something
we will put to the Bahamian
people.”

Speaking Tuesday night on
Citizen’s Review with Erin
Ferguson, Mr McCartney
took an all or nothing
approach to the issue, stating
“necessary laws” should be
put in place to stop the ongo-
ing illegal number houses or
they should be legalised and
taxed.

He revealed the govern-
ment could make up to $100
million in taxes if gambling is
legalised for Bahamians.

“It’s going on, it is happen-
ing everyday, all day – the
numbers business, and if it’s

illegal then it should not hap-
pen. Plain and simple,” Mr
McCartney said.

“To determine whether or
not we’re going to make it
legal... we’re going to put it
to the Bahamian people, so
that if it is passed, it is regu-
larised and the country, the
Bahamian people, will benefit
at the end of the day from the
proceeds.”

Mr McCartney named
investments in healthcare,
education, and Bahamian
youth as items that could ben-
efit from taxes earned from
gambling.

“From our understanding,
the government, if it’s
legalised, can make in excess
of $80 or $100 million a year
in taxes,” he said.

“(However) if the Bahami-
an people decide that they
don’t want it, we’ll have to
put the necessary laws in
place to ensure that it doesn’t
happen.”

When asked why the DNA
won’t take an official stance
on gambling legalisation,
rather than “putting it to the
Bahamian people,” Mr
McCartney said it’s because
of the number of Bahamians
who are against it.

“There are a large number
of Bahamians who don’t
believe in it. Not all Bahami-
ans believe in it, there are a
large number of Bahamians
who say it’s wrong. There are
Bahamians who say it goes
again the teachings of the
Bible,” he said.

“There are Bahamians who
are adamantly against it and I
think that’s why we find many
of the leaders are afraid to
touch it.”

When contacted for com-
ment on the subject, former
Minister of State for Finance,
James Smith, said he wouldn’t
advise the government to rely
on taxes from gambling as a
means to help “balance the

budge,” as it has no real eco-
nomic value.

“The gambling issue is not
as straightforward as most
people seem to think. There’s
the economic issue of whether
it’s a good source of volun-
tary taxation,” he said.

“Gambling as an economic
activity doesn’t create value it
just transfers wealth or sav-
ings from one group to anoth-
er... The point of the matter is,
if you have $1,000 and 10 play-
ers, one player will end up
with no more than what you
brought on. The economic val-
ue is pretty much zero – it’s
more of a moral issue rather
than anything else.”

Mr Smith stated there are
“very large groups” that
oppose gambling on moral or
religious grounds. “They
argue that the practice by
itself might have a deleteri-
ous affect on the moral fab-
ric.”

Former Parliamentary Sec-
retary in the Ministry of
Finance, Senator Michael
Halkitis, had views similar to
Mr McCartney, also calling
for a referendum.

“I think we should have a
legalised and properly regu-
lated national lottery and I
support a referendum on the
topic,” he said. “If you have it
properly regulated, of course
you can bring it into the for-
mal economy and tax it prop-
erly and use those resources
to assist the government.”

However, in terms of the
amount of taxes that could be
generated from regulated
gambling and lotteries, Mr
Halkitis did not agree with
Mr McCartney’s figures.

“When you’re talking about
taxation, portion of winnings
or the gross intake of the busi-
nesses, $100 million in my
mind – based on some of the
other numbers I heard, it
sounds rather high,” he said.
“I don’t know what tax rate
Mr McCartney is thinking of.”

Bran vows public
vote on making
gambling legal

BRANVILLE McCARTNEY speaking on Tuesday night on Citizen’s
Review with Erin Ferguson Photo: Peter Ramsay/BIS

THE AUDIENCE during Branville McCartney’s appearance on Citizen’s Review.

DNA: WHO WILL PAY FOR ROAD LOSSES?

 



By LAMECH JOHNSON
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ljohnson@tribunemedia.net

THE resentencing of mur-
der convict Maxo Tido may
finally proceed today when the
former death row inmate reap-
pears in the Supreme Court.

The end of this case comes
nearly a year after his death
sentence was overturned by the
Privy Council.

His resentencing, presided
over by Senior Justice Jon
Isaacs, had been delayed on
several occasions since last
November.

Absent attorneys, missing
documents, and the hiring of
two new attorneys were the rea-

sons for the delays up to today.
On Monday, Richard Boo-

tle, appeared for Tido after the
inmate had dismissed Roger
Gomez II in court on Febru-
ary 28. Tido had not been sat-
isfied with the representation
he was receiving.

Mr Bootle had requested
additional time to review trial
transcripts and other informa-
tion relating to the case.

Senior Justice Isaacs put the
matter down for today.

Tido, who was sentenced to
die in 2006, saw this decision
overturned by the London-
based Privy Council in June of
2011.

On March 20, 2006, a jury
convicted Tido of murdering
16-year-old Donnell Conover
in 2002. Her body was found
off Cowpen Road battered and
bruised, her skull crushed.

Evidence also revealed that
parts of Ms Conover's body
were burned after her death.

A month after his conviction,
then Senior Justice Anita Allen
(now Court of Appeal Presi-
dent) ruled that the crime com-
mitted by Tido warranted the
death penalty.

The decision came days after
the Privy Council ruled that the
mandatory death sentence in
place up until that point in the
Bahamas was not constitutional.

In 2009, the Committee for
the Prerogative of Mercy
decided the law should take its
course, as Tido's case was not
one that warranted mercy.

However, Tido appealed to
the Privy Council, the highest
court of appeal for the
Bahamas, which ruled that the
killing of Conover did not war-
rant execution.
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HOLOCAUST survivor
Rena Finder will give a first-
hand account of her horrific
experiences and subsequent
salvation in Nazi-occupied
Germany at the Sheraton
tonight.

Ms Finder will be sharing
her harrowing story for the
first time in the Bahamas as
she continues to work to
maintain awareness of the
Holocaust and genocide.

The plight of Ms Finder
and fellow survivors and the
bravery of German industri-
alist Oskar Schindler inspired
the Steven Spielberg film
Schindler's List.

The Academy Award win-
ning film immortalises the
lives of Holocaust survivors
employed by Oskar Schindler
during World War II.

Mr Schindler used his
wealth and influence to save
the lives of 1,300 Jewish men,
women and children. 

Ms Finder will recount her
childhood in Poland, the
Krakow ghetto, life in the
Nazi death camp Auschwitz
and ultimately her story of
survival in Schindler’s factory.

Ms Finder, an only child,
remained with her mother
and father as enemies of the
state for months in the
Krakow ghetto, where Jews
were tortured while concen-
tration camps were being con-
structed. Her father was later
taken away and never heard
from again. 

Ms Finder has said that she
and her mother were spared
because of Mr Schindler.

The film will be screened
at 2pm. Ms Finder’s first-hand
account of her experience as a
Holocaust survivor will begin
at 6.30pm.

BY DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT – A public
bus driver was seriously
injured in a crash yester-
day and had to be airlifted
to New Providence for
medical treatment.

Witnesses said Michael
Thompson was pinned
against the steering wheel
of his bus for about half-
hour as emergency per-
sonnel worked to free
him. 

The accident occurred at
the intersection of Settler’s
Way and Columbus Drive

around 7.15pm on Tues-
day. 

According to police
reports, the head-on colli-
sion involved a white Mit-
subishi van which was trav-
elling west on Settler's
Way, and a white Ford
Clubwagon, which was
travelling east. 

Firemen and EMS per-
sonnel responded to the
scene. 

Both drivers were
injured and were rushed to
the Rand Memorial Hos-
pital.

The identity of the other
driver was not released.

Photo: Vandyke Hepburn
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Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear from people who are
making news in their neighbourhoods. 
Perhaps you are raising funds for a good cause,
campaigning for improvements in the area or have
won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986 and share your story.

From next week, you can enjoy Pushin’ Da Envelope
every day Monday to Friday. Look out for Jamaal

Rolle’s daily take on life in The Bahamas. 
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By CHESTER ROBARDS
Tribune Senior Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

OCHO RIOS, Jamaica –
Sandals launched its corpo-
rate university yesterday,
promising to bring its land-
mark learning institution to
20 properties across the
Caribbean,  including the
Bahamas.

Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham, who attended the
launch in Ocho Rios yester-
day, said one of the deficien-
cies in the Bahamian econo-
my is trained individuals. He
insisted that the government
of the Bahamas fully endors-
es the initiatives of Sandals
Corporate University.

“We are very appreciative,”
said Mr Ingraham. “They
have been good and wonder-
ful for the Bahamas .”

Adam Stewart, deputy
chairman of Sandals Resorts
International, said the corpo-
rate university was a natural
next step for the Sandals

brand. He said its mission is to
expose its Caribbean-wide
team to almost every division
of the hospitality business in
an effort to encourage them
to climb the corporate ladder
within the company, as well
as outside.

“The team members will be
exposed to so much more,”
said Mr Stewart.

“Your typical hotel
employee joins a deivision
like food and beverage and
never leaves.

“We going to pull on the
strings of the individuals and
we want to pull out of people
the best, by showing them
more.”

The programme will see $5
million spent over five years
and will be supported by
learning institutions such as
the Western Hospitality Insti-
tute and the Jamaica Foun-
dation for Life Long Learn-
ing. Sandals is also in talks
with Ryerson University in
Canada and Florida Interna-
tional University, which hous-

es one of the premier hospi-
tality institutes in the US.

It was also revealed yester-
day that the corporate uni-
versity’s courses will be free
for Sandals team members.
And through its partnerships
with noted universities will
allow for its team members
to put themselves on a path
towards masters and doctoral
degrees.

According to Mr Stewart,
2,500 employees will be
enrolled in the corporate uni-
versity within the first 12
months of the programme.

Mr Ingraham insisted that
Sandals has been a driving
force for job triaining in the
Bahamas, having trained peo-
ple for the government
through the job training ini-
tiative.

“They are very focused on
their people and have been a
good edition to tourism,” he
said.

Two team leaders in San-
dals were chosen from the
Bahamas to join a team of
trainers who, Mr Stewart said
could go on to become the
next Sandals executives. He
said they will be given a
worldwide, world-wind tour
of hotel properties in an effort
to familiarise them with every
aspect of the business.

When the Sandals Corpo-
rate University has been fully
established on the 20 Sandals
prperties across the
Caribbean, they will be
named after Sandals Resorts
managing director Merrick
Fray.

Sandals
launches
corporate
university
in Jamaica

PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingraham with Sandals chief Butch Stew-
art in Jamaica. 

THE LAUNCH of the new Sandals Corporate University in Jamaica yesterday. 
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Banca del Sempione (Overseas) Ltd.
Employment Opportunity

For the position of
Client Relationship Manager

Banca del Sempione (Overseas) Ltd. is looking for a Client Relationship
Manager to join its team of highly specialized client advisers, for whom
the following tasks will be assigned:

- Advising clients, being apart of a portfolio of clients, on a day to
day basis according to individually established risk profiles and
financial strategies

- Expanding the client base through the identification and
acquisition of new clients

- Frequent visits to Europe and Latin America

Minimum qualification:
- University degree with 5 years experience in a similar position

with documented evidence of achievements
- Excellent knowledge of European/Asian/American financial

markets
- English and Italian written and spoken fluently, additional

knowledge of other foreign languages is an advantage,
especially Spanish

Salary and benefits will be commensurate with position and experience.
Interested candidates should forward a copy of their resume to:

Human Resources
Banca del Sempione (Overseas) Ltd.
P.O. Box N-8159
Nassau The Bahamas

Only persons being interviewed for this position will be contacted.

IN this week’s “A Young
Man’s View” column, Adri-
an Gibson begins his two-part
review of the FNM’s Cabinet,
rating the five worst ministers
who have served at some
point in the last five years.
Next week’s column will fea-
ture his evaluation of the five
top performing ministers since
2007.

The Big T columnist argues
that whilst there have been a
few top-tier ministers, there

have been others who have
mismanaged the sky-high
expectations of the Bahamian
people and thereby have
flunked their ministerial tests.
According to Mr Gibson,
there are at least five minis-
ters—and a few surprising
runner-ups—who were not
the ideal choice.

He puts the spotlight on
those Cabinet ministers who
he feels offered only feeble
performances and whose 

ministerial supervision has
been mired in mediocrity,

Guess who made the list.
Read this Saturday’s Big T

and find out.

MINISTER of National
Security Tommy Turnquest
wants an apology from an
Australian journalist for
depicting the Bahamas as
“under siege” by crime and
violence, but The Tribune’s
weekly columnist John Mar-
quis is asking if Mr Turnquest
can really be serious.

With violent death being a

common currency among drug
dealers and other criminals,
especially in inner-city com-
munities, Mr Marquis is of the
opinion that “whatever spin Mr
Turnquest tries to put on it, the
situation is getting worse,
despite the best efforts of police
to contain the crime spiral.”

“Places like Bain Town and
Englerston are full of ruthless

hitmen who would blow you
away for a day’s pay and nev-
er turn a hair. I know because
local pastors have told me so.”

To read more, buy The Big
T, brought to you by The Tri-
bune, this Saturday for “Mar-
quis at Large” on how crime
is now spreading to all com-
munities throughout New
Providence.

OONN SSAATTUURRDDAAYY IINN

WHO IS THE WORST MINISTER?

MARQUIS AT LARGE: IS TOMMY SERIOUS?

MEMBERS of the District Grand
Lodge of The Bahamas (Scottish Con-
stitution) dined and danced the night
away at the Lodge's first annual gala
ball at the Wyndham Cable Beach
Resort.

More than just a solitary event, this
year's ball represented the culmination
of the District Grand Lodge's 2012
National Raffle Campaign, with $25,000
in ticket proceeds committed towards
the first in a series of four annual Col-
lege of the Bahamas Endowment Fund
contributions totalling $100,000.

For the full photo spread of the gala
ball event, check out this Saturday’s Big T.DISTRICT Grand Master Charles Johnson and Terez Curry.

The best of
the Ball

?

          



THE PLP are becoming
more and more “unruly” as
their desperation increases
ahead of the general election,
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham said.

Pointing to an alleged
assault in the House of
Assembly last week, the fire
extinguisher incident in Grand
Bahama over the weekend,
and claims of voter fraud in
North Andros, Mr Ingraham
urged FNM supporters not to
follow suit.

Speaking at the launch of
the party’s Carmichael con-
stituency office, Mr Ingraham
said: “While we are dealing
with the serious issues of crim-
inal violence and anti-social
behaviour, the PLP are act-
ing more and more unruly as
they get more and more des-
perate.

“Don’t forget that during
the BTC debate, senior PLPs
demonstrated alongside
known criminal elements. If
it wasn’t for the police, the
House of Assembly could
have been overrun.”

Police in Grand Bahama
are still investigating Satur-
day’s incident in which, it is
claimed, FNMs in a motor-

cade were sprayed with a fire
extinguisher from another
vehicle.

Mr Ingraham said: “As
many as six people were
affected in ways requiring
medical attention.

“One such person was the
young daughter of our candi-
date for East Grand Bahama,
Peter Turnquest, and another
was a lady whose asthma was
badly affected and who con-
tinues to experience respira-
tory problems.

“Several others also are
experiencing headaches,
fatigue and eye and throat dis-
comfort requiring them to
take antibiotics and in some
instances to remain away from
their jobs.

“Let me say a couple of
things. First of all, there ain’t
no fire extinguisher big
enough to put out this FNM
torch. Keep the fire burning.
Crab season or not, if any
crabs were involved in that
incident, we hope the police
catch them.”

Mr Ingraham also remind-
ed supporters that when
Pineridge MP Kwasi Thomp-
son was trying to make a
speech in Parliament, he was

“assaulted by the other side”.
PLP St Thomas More rep-

resentative Frank Smith
repeatedly tried to stop Mr
Thompson from speaking,
covering and moving his
microphone. 

Mr Thompson claims he
was touched several times
during the incident.

“Just like when he was in
office, (PLP leader Perry)
Christie said never a word
about such terrible conduct
by one of his MPs,” Mr Ingra-
ham said.

The prime minister told
FNMs not to be provoked
into committing political vio-
lence.

“We will tolerate absolute-
ly no violence of any sort by
our people. We will conduct
ourselves in a nonviolent and
peaceful manner. Just remem-
ber, there’s more than one
way to catch a crab,” he said.

He added: “In North
Andros, we’re cleaning up the
register and making sure some
of them crabs don’t do the
wrong thing. You know when
you’re searching for crabs,
you need a good torch to find
them. Well (FNM candidate)
Desmond Bannister ‘gat a

bright torch and Desmond
gonna win North Andros.”

The prime minister also
slammed the opposition for
causing “a major disruption”
when they visited the Straw
Market last week.

“They caused some vendors
to lose sales that day. They
could have caused a fight to
break out. But they don’t care
because it’s all about their
selfish interests,” he said.
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Break away from the ordinary
and discover how to experience
life to the fullest. The Isuzu 
D-MAX is the ultimate
multi-purpose pick-up truck
which enables you to drive
through tough roads and load 
a variety of cargoes. It is
specially designed to be
powerful, stylish and highly
functional. The Isuzu D-MAX 
is one tough vehicle that
will never let you down!

THE ISUZU D-MAX

POWERFUL

COMFORTABLE
VERSATILE

T YREFLEX S TAR MOTORS
Call us today for your new Isuzu D-MAX Pick-Up Truck at 325.4961
Wulf f Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

Prime Minister hits
out at ‘unruly’ PLP

By KHRISNA VIRGIL
kvirgil@tribunemedia.net

AN ABACO teacher
accused of sexually inappro-
priate behaviour with a
female student has not fled
the country, police confirmed
yesterday.

Supt Stephen Dean said the
case has been forwarded to
the Attorney General’s Office
as charges were not brought
by police due to lack of evi-
dence, so prosecutors will now
decide the way forward.

“Despite reports in one of
the local papers that the
teacher accused has
absconded justice, he has
not. He did leave the island
because of bad press, but we
know where he is,” Mr Dean
said.

CDU chief Paul Rolle con-
firmed that a team of officers
arrived on the island yester-
day morning.

Up to press time, Mr Rolle
could not provide an update
on the investigation.

The man is the seventh

teacher to be accused of sex-
ually inappropriate behav-
iour since the Ministry of
Education established its
Sexual Complaints Unit in
2009, specifically to investi-
gate and uncover child
abuse. 

The Tribune has learned
that a female student of Hait-
ian descent reported that she
and the teacher had engaged
in sexual acts.

The student reportedly
claimed to have text messages
proving the relationship.

ACCUSED TEACHER ‘HAS NOT FLED COUNTRY’

FLASHBACK to scenes in the House of Assembly last week when Frank
Smith intervened during a speech by Kwasi Thompson. 

        



While the recent announce-
ment of the road works repay-
ment scheme by Prime Min-
ister Hubert Ingraham is
encouraging, Ethric Bowe
said that given the wide diver-
sity of businesses negatively
impacted by the New Provi-
dence Road Improvement
Project (NPRIP) he believes
it will take much longer to
assess the losses.

“It’s interesting and a wel-
come change in tone,” said

Mr Bowe. “We welcome any
positive change and will co-
operate with the govern-
ment.” However, practically
speaking Mr Bowe said he
does not believe it will be
enough time for each business
to accomplish the “forensic
accounting” to accurately
evaluate the damage caused
by the road works.

He noted that many busi-
nesses, particularly small ones,
may not have kept proper
records that can be put
together or accessed in a short

period of time.
On Monday, Prime Minis-

ter Ingraham revealed that
the government will go door-
to-door asking those affected
by the ongoing road works to
detail their losses ahead of a
massive repayment scheme.

Speaking to FNM support-
ers, Mr Ingraham said
through this initiative, the
government will compile
information, including the
businesses' expenses, revenue,
profits, accounts receivables
and payables during the peri-
od 2007 to 2011.

Ministry of Finance
employees will visit the busi-
nesses throughout New Prov-
idence on roads where major
roadwork is being done and
their connecting side streets,
to hand out the surveys.

Mr Ingraham said the sur-
veying is expected to last two

weeks.
The business owners then

have one week to complete
the surveys, and gather sup-
porting documents, before the
Ministry collects them.

Mr Bowe suggested in the
interim as a “sign of good
faith” the government should
convert Market Street and
Baillou Road back to how
they were, to assist businesses
and the general public. 

CGBL, which was origi-
nally made up of 50 business-
es in the Baillou Hill Road
and Market Street area, has
now merged with business
owners on Prince Charles Dri-
ve, bringing the number to
more than 100.

The group claims to have
suffered massive financial
consequences after the gov-
ernment converted Baillou
Hill Road and Market Street

into one-way thoroughfares
and began the New Provi-
dence Road Improvement
Project (NPRIP).

Businesses were cut off
from their customers during
the works, sometimes for
months at a time.

Earlier this month Mr
Bowe claimed he was given
assurances by PLP leader Per-
ry Christie that business own-
ers would be compensated if
the party is re-elected.

He said this promise is the
main reason the league has
not moved forward with its
legal case against the govern-
ment.

Mr Bowe said: "We are
waiting until after elections
to continue our case. We orig-
inally won and then the gov-
ernment won their appeal on
a technicality.”

They were also told by the

DNA, Mr Bowe said, that
their problems would go away
if they are elected

He said: "Elements in the
DNA are picking up the
effort to take this matter to
the Inter American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB). The IDB
has protocols for carrying out
these projects and the impact
on commerce.

"So the way we have been
damaged the lawyers believe if
we take it to the IDB they will
get the government to go for-
ward and release the money."

Last July, the Court of
Appeal ruled in favour of the
government, six months after
the CGBL was awarded dam-
ages by Supreme Court Jus-
tice Neville Adderley.

When asked if the CGBL
had moved forward with filing
a complaint with IDB, Mr
Bowe said the matter was still
to be dealt with by attorneys,
however he believed people
would prefer to settle out of
court.

“If it can be settled out of
court, I believe that most peo-
ple will want to settle,” said
Mr Bowe.

However, moving forward
Mr Bowe said it would be
beneficial, in future cases of
this the kind, for the matter to
go before the court to clarify
the law and make the gov-
ernment understand that they
do not have the right to dam-
age a person’s property or
business without proper com-
pensation.
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• Enriched
• Pre-sifted
• Proven

For all your 
baking needs, trust

Distributed by The d’Albenas Agency Ltd,
Tel:  242-677-1441 • Madeira St, Palmdale

- Large diversified company with its own Body
Work and Repair Shop is in need of a Diesel
Mechanic.

- Must have at least 3 - 5 years experience;
able to diagnose mechanical/electrical
problems and rebuild engines for Ford
& Isuzu trucks, Chevy step panel vans &
Cummings diesel engines.

- Knowledge in transmission will be an asset.

All applicants must apply in writing to:
Diesel Mechanic,
P.O. Box N-158,

Nassau, Bahamas.

WANTED

able to come up with some-
thing that was favourable to
both sides, where the compa-
ny was able to get relief and
the employees could still
maintain, in particular, their
current rates of pay, their
hours of work, and guaran-
teed days of work. We agreed
to a two-tier system where
new employees coming in for
a period would be able to
work during peak time
between lunch and dinner, so
that these persons won’t be
exploited.”

Last month, tensions esca-
lated after the fast food chain
cancelled its voluntary recog-
nition of the union. Follow-
ing the announcement, staff
staged a sit-down, leading to
the closure of the company’s
nine New Providence loca-
tions.

Later that evening, Minis-
ter of Labour Dion Foulkes
certified BHCAWU as the
official bargaining agent.

The labour agreement
between the two parties
expired on September 24,
2011, and negotiations on a
new agreement began in
December.

KFC has argued that its
current wage and benefits
package is “two times higher
than all other fast food
brands.”

Staff salaries were said to
be between 79 to 92.5 per cent
higher than its fast food indus-
try competitors. 

KFC ROW
ENDS AS

DEAL
SIGNED

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee
Roadwork-hit businesses ‘need more time’
TRAFFIC came to a halt yesterday at one of the Cable Beach round abouts as a section was removed and repaved. Workers told The Tribune that the area was too low and had to be lifted and resurfaced. 

Photos: Felipé Major/Tribune Staff

CABLE BEACH
ROUNDABOUT
DUG UP AGAIN
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THE Treasure Cay Beach,
Marina & Golf Resort will
host The 2012 Great Abaco
Family Fitness Weekend
starting Friday. The three-day
event has something for
everyone and has already
attracted participants from
Nassau, Freeport, Abaco, and
Florida.     

The first event in the series
is a 1-mile open water swim.
This event will take place in
the crystal clear waters of the
Treasure Cay beach, rated
one of the Top 10 beaches in
the world in a reader poll by

Caribbean Travel & Life. This
takes place on Friday after-
noon at 5pm, and is followed
by an awards presentation
and welcome reception at the
Coco Beach Bar with refresh-
ments provided by Sands
Beer. 

An energy-boosting pasta
buffet will follow for partici-
pants, their families, support-
ers, volunteers, and staff. 

The Triathlons will take
place on Saturday.  There are
three triathlons to choose
from: a Sprint Triathlon which
consists of a 500m swim,

20km bike, and 5km run; an
Olympic Triathlon which con-
sists of a 1500m swim, 40km
bike, and 10km run; a Junior
Triathlon for those under 16
years old, with a 150m swim,
5km bike, and 2km run. Relay
teams are welcomed and
encouraged to join for any of
the triathlons – teams can be 2
or 3 people, all male, all
female, or a mixture of both. 

Afterward, join the
GAFFW for a fun-filled
awards ceremony on Satur-
day night when the Coco
Beach Bar will host a

“Bahamian Night” complete
with live Bahamian enter-
tainment as presentations for
the day's  events will be made. 

Sunday morning brings the
final event, a 5K/10K Fun
Run/Walk. This event is open
to all ages and walks of life,
and families are encouraged
to participate. The run/walk
starts at 8am from the Coco
Beach Bar parking lot in
Treasure Cay.  An awards
presentation will be held
immediately following the
event.  

There are many prizes to

be won, and many categories
in which to compete. The
GAFFW would like to thank
sponsors and supporters for
offering a range of fantastic
prizes for the event, includ-
ing John Bull and Luminox
who have provided his and
her watches for the top male
and female competitors.  

Cycles Unlimited and Jamis
have also teamed up to pro-
vide a Citizen bicycle for the
event. The Dolphin Beach
Resort has donated a three-
night stay.     

Other prizes have been fur-

nished by supporters of the
event such as Cracker P's and
A Salt Weapon Fishing Char-
ters. 

Participants' numbers will
be drawn for these and other
prizes as well, meaning every-
one has a chance to win
regardless of their ability. 

Each registered participant
will also receive a t-shirt and a
finisher's medal. 

The beneficiaries of the
event are Friends of the Envi-
ronment, the Rotary Club of
Abaco, and the Abaco Swim
Club.

GROUPS and organisa-
tions helping to protect the
fresh water resources of the
Bahamas could land a grant
to help their efforts. 

The Royal Bank of Canada
yesterday — officially desig-
nated as World Water Day
2012 – invited organisations
across the Bahamas to apply
for a Blue Water Project
Community Action Grant.
Any not-for-profit organisa-
tion that is involved in pre-
serving or conserving the
fresh water resources of the
Bahamas was encouraged to
apply.

“RBC has chosen to focus
on water as a global sustain-
ability priority because we
believe that access to water
will be one of the most sig-
nificant environmental and
economic issues facing the
world in the coming
decades,” said Nathaniel
Beneby, Jr, market head of
RBC Retail Banking in The
Bahamas, Cayman and Turks
and Caicos. 

“Lack of access to clean
fresh water is considered to
be one of the major threats
to human health and eco-
nomic development around
the world. More than one
billion people worldwide
lack access to clean water,
and water-related disease
and illness are the leading
causes of death in the
world.”

In response to this threat,
RBC has established the RBC
Blue Water Project – an inno-
vative, wide-ranging, 10-year,
global commitment to help
protect the world’s most pre-
cious natural resource: fresh
water.

Globally, RBC has com-
mitted to provide $50 million
over 10 years to organisations
that protect watersheds and
ensure access to clean drink-
ing water.

Since 2007, RBC has
pledged over $28 million to
more than 400 not-for-profit
organisations worldwide that
protect watersheds or ensure
access to clean drinking
water. 

Two organisations in the
Bahamas are already benefit-
ting from the RBC Blue
Water Project. 

A $5,000 grant awarded to
Andros Conservancy and
Trust (ANCAT) in 2011
enabled tons of debris to be
removed from several key
blue holes in Andros. 

In addit ion,  RBC wil l
soon be announcing a sig-
nificant, multi-year partner-
ship with the Bahamas
National Trust.

“On World Water Day,
we’re encouraging everyone
to think about what we can
do collectively to foster a cul-
ture of water stewardship,”
said Mr Beneby. 

“We all play a role con-
serving this most precious
resource, whether by using
less water as we do our daily
routines or ensuring that
we’re protecting our envi-
ronment for future genera-
tions.”

To learn more about the
Blue Water Project or to find
out how to apply for a Blue
Water Community Action
Grant, visit http://bluewa-
ter.rbc.com.

Treasure Cay to host fitness weekend

GRANT
ON OFFER
TO HELP

SAVE
WATER



BY DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT – Twenty-
four illegal immigrants and
one Bahamian were brought
back to Freeport after being
rescued 20 miles off the Flori-
da coast when their vessel

began sinking on Tuesday. 
Five children, ranging in

age from three to 11 years old,
were among the group of
Haitians rescued by a passing
freighter.

Immigration Department
representative Jerome Hutch-
eson confirmed that the group
was rescued before the ves-

sel completely sank, then
turned over to the US Coast
Guard.

He said they were brought
back to Grand Bahama
around 8pm on Tuesday.

Mr Hutcheson said the
group was flown to New
Providence on Wednesday for
processing.
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The Tomlinson 
Scholarship

***US$15,000.00 per year***
Heading to Canada for University?

McGill University
McMaster University

University of Guelph
University of Toronto
University of Waterloo
University of Western Ontario

If you are planning to attend one of these 
schools then apply NOW for one of our 

scholarships!

Undergraduates only
Applications must be in by 

March 31st, 2012

Application forms may be obtained by writing 
to The Tomlinson Scholarship, 

P.O. Box N 4857, 
Nassau, Bahamas

The Tomlinson Scholarship is funded by 
High Tor Limited and family members in 

memory of Mr. Joseph Tomlinson

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS RESCUED FROM SINKING BOAT
THE CREW of a passing freighter rescues illegal immigrants 20 miles off the Florida coast. 

24 ILLEGAL HAITIANS are seen boarding a flight to New Providence
yesterday for processing. Photo: Vandyke Hepburn

 



THE FNM is escalating its
efforts to intimidate voters,
the opposition PLP has
claimed.

In a statement issued yes-
terday, the party said while
on the campaign trail, gov-
ernment members named a
voter suspected of registering
in the wrong place.

The PLP said: “The case
involves a voter who main-
tains two different residences
in two different constituen-
cies. Section 9 of the Parlia-
mentary Elections (Amend-
ment) Act 2011 allows voters
in such a position to choose
the constituency in which they
would register.

“The matter concerning
this particular voter is under
adjudication, and the Return-
ing Officer in North Andros
presiding over the matter has
ordered that his name be kept
secret.”

The statement said that in
publicly naming the individ-
ual, the FNM violated the rul-
ing of the Returning Officer –
“hitting a new low”.

The party called it “a bla-
tant attempt to influence the
decision-maker and the Par-
liamentary Commissioner” by
making it clear the outcome
the government desires, “even
though such an outcome
appears to have no support
from the law”.

Local officials in North
Andros are conducting hear-
ings into claims by FNM
candidate Desmond Bannis-
ter that at least 30 voters
from other islands have been
flown in by PLP officials to
register in that constituen-
cy.

The PLP said: “In North
Andros, the Prime Minister
and the FNM ministers doing
his bidding have turned things

into a circus, harming the
small community; the Return-
ing Officer has referred to the
process as ‘divisive’.

“The possible use of the
police force to investigate

political opponents, the
hyped-up charges of violence
and voter fraud, and now the
singling out of a voter by
name – the FNM is running
an intimidation operation

and they’ve invited the inter-
national observers, who will
arrive late in the day and with
a tiny team, for cover.”

The opposition further
claimed that the voter in ques-

tion has always had the same
living arrangements, but the
governing party was happy
for him to vote in North
Andros while he supported
the FNM.
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RBC/Fidelity Joint Venture Company[ Learn more at www.royalfidelity.com ]

BAHAMAS: 242.356.9801 | BARBADOS: 246.435.1955

Royal Fidelity is hosting a special 
presentation for all insurance 
agents who are looking to make 
additional commission income.

R.S.V.P Micheala Munnings at:
micheala.munnings@royalfidelity.com 
or call 397.4587 

Light refreshments will be served. Join us and 
find out more information on how you 
can add to your bottom line.

WHEN: 
Wednesday March 28, 2012

WHERE: 
Church of God of Prophecy 
Convention Room, East 
Street North

TIME: 10 AM

Are you an

Want To Earn 

 Insurance Agent?

Extra Commission?

PLP claims that FNM is stepping up 
its efforts to intimidate voters

DESMOND BANNISTER, the FNM candidate for North Andros, has
claimed that at least 30 voters have been flown from other islands to
register in the constituency. 

 



THE Free National Move-
ment accused Fox Hill MP
Fred Mitchell of trying to
“copy” Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham in an effort
to gain votes.

In a statement, the FNM
said the pledge by Mr
Mitchell and the PLP to raise
minimum wage was both
“empty” and “late again”.

Speaking at the opening of
his constituency office on
Monday, Mr Mitchell said he
would seek the support of his
colleagues to raise the mini-
mum wage from $150 per
week to $210 per week.

But the FNM noted that
minimum wage was first intro-
duced in the Bahamas as a
part of Mr Ingraham’s recov-
ery and growth agenda.

The statement said: “The
PLP made their empty
promise after failing to ever
introduce a minimum wage in
the first place during 25 years
in office. The Christie admin-
istration also failed to raise
the minimum wage during its
disastrous and do-nothing five
year term.

“The very same opposition
that put out job numbers that
it claims it created from 2002
to 2007, and that cannot be
verified by the Department
of Statistics, is bogusly claim-
ing that it will create a cer-
tain number of jobs in two
years.  

“The same PLP that criti-
cised the Ingraham adminis-
tration’s comprehensive infra-
structural programme which
created over 1,000 jobs and
who also failed to build a sin-
gle school in five years now
wants the Bahamian people
to believe that it can create
jobs.”
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Credit Suisse Trust Limited
is presently considering applications for an

Trust Accountant
The Trust Department is accepting applications for a Trust Accountant:

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Excellent PC Knowledge
• Applicants should possess a degree (or equivalent) in Business

Administration, Accounting or minimum of two years experience
in a Trust Accounting environment.

• STEP designation would be an asset.

JOB FUNCTIONS:
• Preparation of financial statements for Trusts and managed

Companies in compliance with trust accounting policies and
procedures

• Bookkeeping of transactions including bank reconciliations,
client payments orders and invoicing amounts

• Liaising with trust administration
• Preparation of reports for Group and Senior Management
• Update of Portfolio Performance Review Report with relevant

client strategy, quarterly valuations and benchmarks, payment
orders

• Preparation of Portfolio Performance Reviews in accordance
with Group Directive

PERSONAL QUALITIES:
• Strong organization, communication and interpersonal skills
• Excellent work attitude
• Ability to work under pressure and with minimum supervision
• Team player, enthusiasm, with a positive attitude

BENEFITS PROVIDED INCLUDE:
• Competitive salary and performance bonus
• Pension Plan
• Health and Life Insurance

APPLICATIONS MUST BE IN WRITING.
Persons not meeting the minimum requirements need not apply.

Telephone calls will not be accepted.

Applications should be submitted to:
Human Resources Department

P.O. Box N-4928
Nassau, Bahamas

or via fax: 356-8148

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS IS: MARCH 26, 2012

This designation offers aspiring professionals a distinctive 
edge - opening doors of unlimited career opportunities.

You can work full-time while studying.
Interested persons are invited to attend.

A
Fact-Finding Meeting

on Wednesday, 28th March, 2012 at 6:00pm
Fourth Floor, Treasury Department

East Street North opposite the Police Headquarters
 Tel:Ê (242) 302-0597/ (242) 323-8844

Chief Executive Officer of CGA-Caribbean will be in attendance

Desirous of pursuing a 
professional designation in 

Accounting?Ê
Certified GeneralAccountants (CGA)

Program of Professional Studies

FNM:
‘COPYCAT
FRED IS

LATE
AGAIN’ 

FRED MITCHELL, the PLP candidate for Fox Hill.
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ABACO mechanical engi-
neer and diver Mark Sweeting
risked his life to save a dis-
tressed tourist who fell into
the harbour off Prince George
Wharf.

Mr Sweeting, 49, was on
his way to visit friends, and
parked his boat just min-
utes before the incident
happen.

The male tourist was not
conscious during the rescue,
and witnesses did not have a
rope or floating device, so
they formed a human chain

to get both men out of the
water.

The Ministry of Tourism
rewarded the Abaconian with
a certificate of appreciation
for his bravery.

Minister of Tourism, Vin-
cent Vanderpool-Wallace,
presented Mr Sweeting with
the certificate and a new
phone – as Sweeting’s was lost
as a result of his quick
response to the drowning vis-
itor.

This is not the first time
Sweeting has saved someone

from drowning. And his
good nature went beyond the
actual rescue – he also visit-
ed the young man in the hos-
pital.

The hero has had lots of
practice in the water, as he
swims the marathon from
Prince George Wharf to Mon-
tagu Beach every year.

Mr Sweeting is the proud
son of former Bahamasair
pilot, Captain Kenneth Sweet-
ing, and former United Ship-
ping employee, Barbara
Sweeting.

Man dives into sea to rescue tourist

MINISTER OF TOURISM and Aviation Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace, left, presents an award to Mark
Sweeting for coming to the rescue of a tourist who fell off Prince George Wharf, while Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Tourism Hyacinth Pratt. 
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By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT – It appears
that the cost of electricity is
affecting a major marina facil-
ity in the Lucaya area.  

The Tribune learned on
Wednesday that electricity has
been off at the Grand Bahama
Yacht Club on Midshipman
Road. There is speculation the
power might have been dis-
connected by the Grand
Bahama Power Company. 

The Tribune contacted the
Yacht Club on Wednesday
and spoke with Ms Ferguson,
a manager who confirmed
that they have no power at
the facility. When asked the
circumstances, she said that
The Tribune would have to
speak with owner Prebin Ole-
sen, who was not on the prop-
erty at the time. 

The club, which is owned
by New Hope Holding Ltd,
has a150-slip marina, which is
designated as a port of entry
for visiting boaters. According
to the company’s website, the
marina facility features the
very best in amenities and ser-
vices and can accommodate
yachts of sizes up to 175 feet. 

The high cost of electricity
on Grand Bahama has been a
major issue affecting residen-
tial and commercial customers. 

A number of companies in
Freeport have expressed con-
cern about the high cost of
electricity. 

The Fenestration and Glass
Services closed its $20 million
investment in Freeport because
of the high electricity costs,
poor service and reliability of
power, saying the cost of pow-
er in Freeport was six times
that of electricity in the US. 

Polymers International
Limited, a major plastics man-
ufacturing plant on Queen’s
Highway, had also expressed
concern over a monthly pow-
er cost, amounting to some
$500,000. In December 2010,
Sir Jack Hayward, principal
at the Grand Bahama Port
Authority expressed concern
that high power cost was hin-
dering investment in Freeport.  

BLACKOUT AT
YACHT CLUB

Water pollutes lake 
after pipe bursts

WORKERS were called
out as a pipe burst on JFK
Drive yesterday.

The burst led to the road
filling with water, forcing dri-
vers to splash their way
through.

Workers were called out
with pumping equipment to
tackle the pipe.

There was also concern
over the effects of the leak,
with some of the water run-
ning off into a nearby lake. 

Pictures: Felipé Major/
Tribune Staff

CARS splash through the water covering the road following the burst
pipe on JFK Drive. 
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