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FORMER Governor Gen-
eral Sir Clifford Darling was
hailed as a Bahamian hero as
he was laid to rest yesterday.

Hundreds attended the
state funeral at the Zion Bap-
tist Church on East and
Shirley Streets yesterday to
honour the passing of Sir Clif-
ford, a man who is described
as one of the major nation
builders of the modern
Bahamas.

Sir Clifford, died at the
Princess Margaret Hospital at
5am on Tuesday, December
27. He was 89 years old.

Among those attending
were Governor General Sir
Arthur Foulkes, former Gov-
ernor General Arthur Han-
na, Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham, Cabinet ministers,
members of parliament, mem-
bers of the opposition and
prominent religious leaders.

Saluting his contribution to
Bahamian history, Progres-

sive Liberal Party leader Per-
ry Christie said Sir Clifford
will be remembered for both
his humility and bravery.

He said: “Despite his mod-
esty, Sir Clifford Darling rose
to become a true hero of the
modern Bahamas and he
deserves to be so remem-
bered because of his coura-
geous struggles on behalf of
the long struggling people.”

Governor General Sir
Arthur Foulkes said while the
country mourns Sir Clifford’s
passing, Bahamians should
also celebrate his life and
legacy of “uncommon sacri-
fice and committed service.”

“By his life, by his service
and by his courage, by his per-
sonal dignity and integrity he
proved once again that good
and even great things can
come out of the Bahamian
Nazareth,” he said.

Sir Arthur said during a
time of progressive movement
in the Bahamas, Sir Clifford
was referred to as “the
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INSIDE TODAY: BOUNDARY MAPS REVEALED FOR ELECTIONS
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By KHRISNA VIRGIL
kvirgil@tribunemedia.net

THE Bahamas Christian
Council is calling for a ban on
pornographic movies from
Cable Bahamas’ channel pro-
gramming after watching 12
X-rated films from the home
of a senior citizen.

The Council was making its
recommendations to the Util-
ities Regulation and Compe-
tition Authority (URCA) on
the draft Code of Practice for
Content Regulation.

Citing their findings from
viewing the titles and
described explicit content on
the woman’s basic cable pack-
age, the council said: “These

By KHRISNA VIRGIL
kvirgil@tribunemedia.net

THE Government yester-
day signed a framework
agreement with China worth
$40 million to complete two
major projects in Abaco.

Foreign Affairs Minister
Brent Symonette said the loan
will stand at an interest rate of
two per cent yearly, to be paid
in 20 years.

Under the contract, the
Ministry of Public Works and
Transport will use the Chi-
nese Harbour Engineering

Company Ltd to complete the
North Abaco Port Project and
the Little Abaco Bridge Pro-
ject.

The government will first
create a 45-acre domestic and
international cargo port in
Conch Creek, North Abaco,
two miles north of Cooper's
Town.

A world class dock, the new
port will also include fueling,
boat maintenance, and stor-
age facilities, office space for
rent, an administrative block
for the Customs and Immi-
gration Department, and pro-

visions for the police and
defence forces to be stationed
on site.

To follow is the Little Aba-
co Bridge Project.

The bridge will be built on
the SC Bootle Highway, will
link the cay to Great Abaco
and will replace the causeway
that is across Angel Fish
Creek.

The structure will also allow
small vessels to pass through
and eliminate long distance
sea travel.

By SANCHESKA BROWN
Tribune Staff Reporter
sbrown@tribunemedia.net

THE Bahamas recorded
10,563 traffic accidents in
2011, with 44 of them being
fatal, according to statistics
from the Royal Bahamas
Police Force.

Of those accidents, 8,653
were in New Providence,
1,160 in Grand Bahama and
750 in the Family Islands.  

Of the 44 traffic fatalities,
22 were in New Providence,
10 in Grand Bahama and 12
in the Family Islands.

In 93 per cent of the fatali-
ties the driver was killed, fol-
lowed by pedestrian deaths
and passenger deaths which

By DANA SMITH
dsmith@tribunemedia.net

THE PLP claims Zhivargo
Laing, Minister of State for
Finance and Public Services,
is “running scared” from his
Marco City seat because he
is “afraid to stand on his
record of broken promises.”

This comment comes amid
speculation that Mr Laing
may run in the Nassau con-
stituency of Fort Charlotte
rather than Grand Bahama’s
Marco City.

In a statement, the Opposi-
tion claimed: “Zhirvargo
Laing is running scared and
away from the people of Mar-
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PALL BEARERS carry the coffin of Sir Clifford as he is laid to rest following the state funeral held yesterday.
Photo: Felipé Major/Tribune Staff
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BIMINI, the traditional
gateway to the Bahamas, is
once again a media darling as
dozens of journalists from
around the world re-discov-
ered the tiny island in the
stream in 2011.

At the centre of the
renewed interest was re-open-
ing of the historic Big Game
Club, a legendary 51-room
fishing resort that has been
fully renovated and reposi-
tioned as a Guy Harvey Out-
post Resort and Marina.

Dr Harvey, known interna-
tionally for his marine wildlife
art and conservation initia-
tives, and his Outpost Resorts
partners, drove home the
message that not only was one
of the most legendary off-
shore angling outposts of all
time back in operation, it was
also re-inventing itself in a
tourism market where eco-
systems and bio-diversity are
considerations when promot-
ing traditional pursuits such
as fishing, diving and boating.

“In addition to dozens of
traditional sport fishing and
diving media, the Big Game
Club’s return and Bimini’s

ever-intriguing story lines
drew travel journalists from
Switzerland, Spain, Canada
and the Netherlands and sev-
eral US based television news
and cable TV operations —
we even had the Food Chan-
nel here doing a piece on
Lionfish, which we catch, pre-
pare and serve in our dining
room,” said Michael Weber,
general manager of the Big
Game Club.

“We also successfully
returned to tournament fish-
ing with the launch of the
First Annual Billfish Invita-
tional last May as well as host-
ing events with Hatteras and
Bertram Yachts, which cele-
brated their 50th anniversary
here.”

As the result of this public-
ity and Bahamas Tourism
Board promotions, according
to Mr Weber, guest visits are
improving and a new wave of
tourism interest in Bimini is
beginning to build.

Family Island tourism,
according to reports through
October 2011, showed visitor
numbers were up 13 per cent. 

The Big Game Club is con-

tinuing to build its own
tourism focused base in 2012,
promoting its traditional
water sports activities along
with a new push for meetings,
weddings and group related
programmes.

Mr Weber said the recent
completion of the Gulfstream
Conference Centre and Hem-
ingway’s Rum Bar & Social
Lounge will be heavily pro-
moted as a convenient out-
island venue for corporate,
scientific and social group
events.

Inspired by the renewed
public interest, airlift into
Bimini continues to improve
into 2012.

Bimini has scheduled air
access by several carriers
including:

• Silver Airways Corp
A new regional carrier

launched with assets from the
former Gulfstream Interna-
tional Airlines. The airline has
acquired a new 34-seat Saab
340 which is scheduled to be
in service by February or

New life for Bimini
Big Game Club

THE BIMINI Big Game Club, now reopened as a resort and marina. 
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THE Rotary Club in the
Bahamas marks its 50th
anniversary on January 19,
but the celebrations start
tonight. 

The Nassau Club was the
first to be formed and since
then, New Providence, Abaco
and Eleuthera have seen oth-
er clubs formed and a month
of events have been planned.

To kick off the celebrations,
an Anniversary Ball will be
held at Atlantis tonight, with
Rotary International Presi-
dent Kalnan Banerjee as the
keynote speaker and guest.
Deputy Prime Minister Brent
Symonette will also be a guest
at the ball. 

A spokesperson for Rotary
said: “This is a significant
moment for Rotary in The
Bahamas to have an interna-
tional president attend a key
event.” 

Tomorrow, the president
will fly to Haiti to help Rotar-
ians there celebrate their 50th
anniversary. Mrs Banerjee
will be joining her husband
on this trip.

Rotary 7020’s Assistant
District Governor, Charles
Sealy II, said he is proud of
the various committees who
have worked hard to create
an exciting month of activi-
ties and invited the general
public as well as families and
friends of Rotarians, Rotarac-
tors and Interactors to join in
these special activities.

Events include a service at
Christ Church Cathedral at
8am on Sunday, a bowling
tournament at Mario’s Bowl-
ing at 8pm on Wednesday,
and a golf tournament next

Friday at the Ocean Club at
12.30pm. 

Future events in the month
of celebration include a dis-
play of historic photos, a
blood drive, assisting at the
Marathon Bahamas, includ-
ing a boil fish brunch, a movie
night at Galleria 6 on JFK
Drive, before a 50th Anniver-
sary Banquet at Hilton Hotel
Poolside and Garden on the
day of the anniversary itself.

For more details about
Rotary, visit www.rotary.org.
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MORE than 140,000 voters
who have registered to vote
in the upcoming general elec-
tions can start picking up their
voter’s cards as early as next
Monday.

Although the processing of
the cards are not completely
finished, parliamentary regis-
tration officials said that on
January 9, voters can collect
the cards at their respective
parliamentary registration
offices.

This news came yesterday
during the update of voters
registration numbers by Par-
liamentary Commissioner
Errol Bethel.

According to Mr Bethel,
who indicated last year the
departments goal of register-
ing up to 170,000 applicants,
the number of eligible voters
so far is 142,112, nearly 28,000
away from the target.

“And that would show
20,972 in Grand Bahama and
21,913 in the Family Islands.
And 99,229 in New Provi-
dence.”

“So we are just at this pre-
sent time, about 8,000 short
of where we were at the time
of the last election.” 

Mr Bethel said the new vot-
ers registry will remain open
until the day before the elec-
tion writs are issued.

He asked voters to pick up
their cards as soon as possible
which would give the depart-
ment time to make correc-
tions and changes where nec-
essary.

“At the end of the day, the
aim is to have the best possi-

ble register and all persons
who have worked in ensuring
the accuracy of that register.”

Mr Bethel said that there
are now only 500 polling divi-
sions in the new elections, 17
less than 2007. This he said,
would ensure the best elec-
tion possible with less errors
than those occurring in the
past.

Registered voters can pick up 
election cards from Monday

PARLIAMENTARY
COMMISSIONER
Errol Bethel has set
the ball rolling for
this year’s election,
revealing that
voter’s cards will
be available from
next week.

CELEBRATIONS START
HERE FOR ROTARY

       



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I WATCHED in horror
and absolute astonishment as
a grieving mother and her sis-
ter tell an NB-12 News
reporter about the senseless,
heinous murder of her son by
two or three brutal, amoral
thugs in Nassau. 

According to the Press, the
murder occurred just after the
Christmas holidays, and it was
either the 126th or the 127th
murder committed in 2011. 

What astounded me about
this particular murder is what
the aunt of the murder victim
told the press. She said that
one of the alleged culprits was
heard saying after the mur-
der that he was just trying out
his gun on his innocent vic-
tim. The victim was reported-
ly shot in the head either
twice or three times.

I wonder what kind of
monsters we have living
among us. What kind of per-
son would just shoot a man
for no reason? These people
clearly have no Biblical
upbringing. 

Too many of our slack,
careless parents are raising
their children without a godly
foundation. Many of these
murderers, rapists, drug deal-
ers, gangsters and armed rob-
bers were never involved with
a church youth group or a
Sunday school. 

Too many careless par-
ents in Nassau rarely take the
time to carry their rebellious
offspring to church on Sun-
days. As a result of this fool-
ish, irresponsible decision,
they are unwittingly raising a
generation of pragmatic athe-
ists. 

These people don’t value
human life at all. That is why

they can sleep without diffi-
culty after committing a mur-
der or rape. These miscreants
are usually the offspring of
single parents, especially
young women. 

I believe the time has now
come for the state to start also
holding parents of misguid-
ed teenagers responsible for
their crimes. Some of these
parents know exactly what
their children are doing.

I understand that the mur-
der victim was new to that
particular community where
he was gunned down. He did-
n’t even know his murderers.
He wasn’t even a trouble-
maker, according to his fami-
ly. The mother and aunt of
the victim said that the thugs
just walked up behind their
loved one and pulled the trig-
ger. The victim didn’t even
stand a chance against the
cowards who snuffed out his
life. They just shot down the
young man like wild game. 

Clearly, the culprits in this
case have a cavalier attitude
towards human life. It means
nothing to them. Even more
alarming is the apparent apa-
thy of the people of New
Providence. If there ever were
a case in which the people of
Nassau should have gotten
out on the streets to express
their moral outrage, this clear-
ly is it. 

The people of New Provi-
dence must demand that the
culprits be punished for this
senseless murder. If found
guilty, the persons who were
responsible for this murder

must be executed. But it
appears that murder has
become all too common in
Nassau. It appears as if the
people of Nassau have lost
their sense of outrage when
a murder has been commit-
ted.

With respect to the 127th
murder victim, the prime min-
ister and his Cabinet must see
to it that no obstacle is in the
way of justice, and that
includes the Privy Council.
This murder has neither
rhyme nor reason. It just
doesn’t make sense. We can-
not have these dangerous
murderers roaming the streets
of Nassau. Nobody is safe
when this happens.

If the powers-that-be don’t
do something drastic to put
an end to the killing spree in
Nassau, then frustrated fami-
ly members of murder victims
will end up taking matters
into their own hands. 

We don’t want a vigilante
society. But the apathetic atti-
tude of the government and
the people of Nassau won’t
help the situation at all. Too
much innocent blood has
been spilled in Nassau. The
blood of the hundreds of mur-
der victims is crying out to the
God of the Bible for justice. 

There isn’t much that I can
guarantee. However, I can
guarantee the people of Nas-
sau this one thing: The God of
the Bible will answer the cries
of the murder victims for jus-
tice. 

This country won’t get
away with murder. Mark my
words!

KEVIN EVANS
Freeport,
Grand Bahama.
January 2012.
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BAHAMASAIR, an airline that has
never turned a profit since its 1973 found-
ing, suffered another heavy drain on its
finances due to the labour-related break-
down at Pindling International Airport
over the Christmas-New Year weekends. 

With accumulated losses over that peri-
od of about half a billion dollars, and only
airborne by the grace of Bahamian tax-
payers, it is estimated that the airline lost
between $125,000 to $160,000 as a result of
the dislocation of its passengers over the
two-day holiday period. The chaos created
at the airport and the inconvenience caused
to thousands of passengers has been
blamed on the Air Traffic Controllers
union, which is flexing its negotiating mus-
cles in preparation for a tussle with gov-
ernment for a new contract. The union
takes responsibility for its “go-slow” on
Christmas day, but pleads innocent for the
New Year’s fiasco when it is estimated that
more than 8,000 passengers were dislocat-
ed. It is claimed that the controllers “made
every effort to expedite arrivals and depar-
tures” of aircraft over the New Year holi-
day. However, the court of public opinion
is still out on that one — so far it is not com-
ing down in favour of the union.

All international airlines also suffered
heavy losses, losses at a time when hote-
liers are trying to get more airlift to fill
their hotel rooms. What happened in the
past week scuttles the Tourism Ministry’s
efforts to attract more airlines to include
the Bahamas in its flight plans. Hoteliers,
especially those at Atlantis, have often
maintained that their growth is hampered
by limited airlift. What is the point of hav-
ing hotel rooms, if there are not enough
planes to fly visitors to the Bahamas to fill
them?

The two weekends that gave airlines an
opportunity to test the financial viability of
the destination, were scuttled by the action
of the controllers’ union. What the week-
end proved was that the Bahamas has a
weak labour force and is lacking in reliable
service. After all, what is tourism if it is not
a service industry?

And what is a tourist industry if hotels
cannot get its customers into its rooms?
And when transportation breaks down
where does it leave the thousands of hotel
workers employed in these hotels – out on
the street, of course. Workers then blame
the hotels and government for not doing
enough to secure their jobs. However,
they should start seriously analysing the
destructive actions of unions that threaten
the livelihood of every hotel work, taxi
driver, jet ski and pleasure boat opera-
tor, and every business in this country –

and if Bahamians stop to think long
enough they will realise that there is no
business in this nation that is not in some
way dependent on the success of tourism.
And so it is important that the Bahamas
remains a desirable destination. 

As for Bahamasair one only has to get
out the calculator and estimate the cost it
suffered in two days of traffic disrup-
tions— extra cost for fuel, overtime for
ground staff and pilots, housing passengers
and making concessions to try to placate
their anger, ground transportation for pas-
sengers, claims on broken contracts, and
the lists continues. Of course, there is also
the cost and inconvenience to passengers
— missed onward connections, missed
family gatherings, disrupted business
meetings. This list can also go on and on,
ending in passenger dissatisfaction, bad
publicity and loss of future business for the
Bahamas. In other words the country’s
economy is scuttled by a handful of work-
ers who do not understand how every-
thing in this country is inter-related, and
that they only have to pull one brick from
under tourism’s foundation to bring the
whole structure down.

Of course, their leaders, with no under-
standing of business, are equally blind.
They do not understand that this coun-
try’s superstructure is already overbur-
dened with labour costs. While the world’s
economic collapse forced nations to down-
size its civil service to get its financial
houses in order, the Bahamas government
hung in there and fired no one. In our
opinion, and in view of the world reces-
sion, despite what some of our local politi-
cians – who can see no further than Nas-
sau harbour – are trying to make Bahami-
ans believe, this government’s saving of
government jobs during such a crisis is in
itself a minor miracle. 

As for Bahamasair, we hear that it is
facing an internal crisis of its own —
although those in the know are tight-
lipped and unwilling to talk.

It is understood that a computer reser-
vations system widely used by airlines in
the United States, which is designed to
track reservations and control manage-
ment yield — a system especially dedi-
cated to Bahamasair — has been
breached. This breach is now under inves-
tigation. The inquiry is to discover how
the system has been compromised, the
extent of the breach, and whether it is
being done for personal gain.

We understand that the investigations
have now reached a “delicate stage.”

Presumably, if suspicions are confirmed,
appropriate action will be taken.

The death of
Nassauvian

outrage
LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Bahamasair financially damaged by chaos

MINISTRY OF WORKS &
TRANSPORT

PUBLIC NOTICE

MONTAGU RAMP PARKING
AREA PROJECT

Infrastructure Works

Due to the on-going construction on the
project, the General Public are advised of
partial temporary closure of the area east of
the Montagu Boat Ramp, and are encouraged
to follow the displayed traffic management
signage at all times.

Temporary closure will be implemented on the
9th January 2012.

We do apologize for any inconvenience caused
and we look forward to the cooperation of
the motoring public so that the works may be
expedited.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

ARE the authorities aware
that Jet Ski operators are
using the nice new beach at
the Montagu Park to launch
their personal craft instead of
the boat ramp?

Are there plans to prevent
their trailers from traversing
the beach? 

People have also been
observed chopping out and
cleaning conch, and tossing
the shells into the water at the
new beach next to the old
dock. These shells are sharp,
and conch shell wounds can
be extremely painful and tox-
ic.

The public is already leav-
ing litter on the new beach.

Is there a plan to manage
and police this public area?
To (dare we even hope)
enforce litter laws? Properly
trained police/beach wardens
should be stationed at the
park.

Given the nasty and unruly
habits of too many, it would
be naïve to assume that the
problems will simply dissipate
with the upgrade.

It is truly embarrassing to
hear what tourists say when
they visit the area.

ATHENA DAMIANOS
Nassau,
January 4, 2012.

JJeett sskkiiss
rruuiinniinngg
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

WHO do we declare to
when we go through us Pre-
clearance at LPIA?

On the form, printed in
blue there is the seal of the
United States of America and
everywhere through the form
you are reminded that you are
declaring to the Treasury
Department of the United
States of America. 

Nowhere is there Bahamas
Customs – The Treasurer of
The Commonwealth of The
Bahamas... so please stop try-
ing to pull a fast one. 

The US law is for everyone
entering the US to declare
simply if you are carrying
negotiable notes, cheques or

currency totaling US$10,000
– declare the form says. 

You say whether you are
declaring for yourself or with
persons accompanying you. 

Why we can’t get this right
has to be something to do
with our education system. 

An all-important issue is
that once you enter the US
Pre-clearance facility, you are
technically under treaty
between The Bahamas and
the US in the United States so
their laws apply. 

Protocol is that if anyone is
found smuggling drugs or
incorrectly declaring or any
infringement say of a passport
these offences for practical
reasons are handed over to
Bahamian law officers as oth-

erwise you would have to be
flown to a US destination,
charged in the US and judged
under US laws and if found
guilty sent to a US jail. 

The Bahamas is one of a
very few countries that has
pre-clearance – Canada-Ire-
land-Aruba-Bermuda and
Bahamas. We have a facility
at LPIA and in Freeport.
Invaluable assets to our
tourism product so let’s not
annoy Washington. 

If you declare you have
over US$10,000, you will be
asked: What are you going to
do with that money? 

J MOORE
Nassau,
January 3, 2012. 

Anything to declare?
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By DANA SMITH
dsmith@tribunemedia.net

A NEWLY formed pilots
union plans to be “the voice
for all pilots in the Bahamas,”
according to a statement
released yesterday.

Just over a year after
receiving the documents
needed to formulate a pilots
union, the Bahamian Pilots
Union Alliance has “come to
life.”

Union president, Brad
McPhee, told The Tribune:
“Officially, we are the bar-
gaining agents for all pilots
not associated with Bahamas
Air.”

This new union is now one
of two pilots unions in the
Bahamas, the other union
being the Bahamas Airline
Pilots Association (BALPA),
which represents pilots of
Bahamas Air only.

According to statements,
what sets this union apart
from BALPA is the fact that
it is “the first union that rep-
resents all pilots and not just
one company or airline.”

However, the Bahamian

Pilots Union Alliance stated
they “intend to work closely”
with BALPA.

Mr McPhee explained:
“Bahamas Air Union has
been around for some time,
they have a lot more experi-
ence than us.”

The Bahamian Pilots
Union Alliance will “tackle
outstanding concerns of
pilots.” These concerns
include flight standard inspec-
torate, government regula-
tions, labour laws, working
conditions, and “unsafe and
unsecured” family island air-
ports.

Mr McPhee said in a state-
ment: “The main goal of the
union is to ensure safe work-
ing conditions as well as a bet-
ter and fair environment
according to the laws of the
Bahamas and the Interna-
tional Aviation Regulators for
all Bahamian pilots.”

Other goals of the union
include pilot retraining and
advocating for “better and
more secure” airport facili-
ties.

Mr McPhee claimed that
pilots currently face “so

many” problems, including
issues with duty time – pilot
work hours.

“Informing and educating
the travelling public about the
union is the priority for the
next few months and we’re
also looking forward to work-
ing together with our family
island communities who heav-
ily rely on its airports as its
main economic source,” Mr
McPhee said.

The union has 140 mem-
bers, led by 10 union execu-
tives, from two separate air-
lines and local Bahamian
companies, including those
that have single pilot opera-
tions at General Aviation.

Airlines that will now be
represented under the new
union, include: Western Air,
Sky Bahamas, Pineapple Air,
Flamingo Air, and others.

“Any pilot who flies in the
Bahamas is automatically rep-
resented by our union,” Mr
McPhee said.

The union is presently in
talks to form an alliance with
the Caribbean Pilots Union
and “a number” of airline
unions in the United States.

Newly-formed union aims 
to be a voice for pilots

THE Bahamas Electricity
Corporation ended the year
on a high note with a sub-
stantial gift to the All Saints
Camp.

BEC general manager
Kevin Basden presented the
camp’s administrator Diana
Ingraham with a cheque for
$3,000.

The funds will be used to
pay a significant portion of
the arrears on the camp’s
electricity account.

With 61 residents, 17 of
which are children, the All
Saints Camp is just one of sev-
eral non-profit organisations
struggling with escalating elec-
tricity bills.

The camp, which provides
shelter to persons suffering
with HIV/AIDS, has been
struggling due to funding
shortages, an increase in
wards, and difficulty control-
ling expenses, including elec-
tricity.

“Realising the plight of the
camp and the unfortunate
position that the facility finds
itself in, we believe it was our
duty to step in and simply off-
set a portion of the arrears. 

“We’ve alleviated a
tremendous burden for the
camp and it can now use the
funding, that it would most
likely have spent on electrici-

ty, towards other necessities
that aid in the care and main-
tenance of the residents,” Mr
Basden said.

The administrator Ms
Ingraham said: “We are
extremely grateful to BEC. 

“This gift came just in
time for the Christmas holi-
days.

“Mere words could not
express our gratitude and
indebtedness to BEC which
has continued to work with
us over the years. 

“We thank them for this
generous gift.”

In addition to BEC’s dona-
tion to the All Saints Camp,
the corporation continues to
be a leading donor to many
organisations including the
Bahamas Red Cross, the
AIDS Foundation, the
Bahamas Primary School Stu-
dent of the Year Association,
and Special Olympics
Bahamas. 

BEC GIVE DONATION TO
ALL SAINTS CAMP

      



Union’s Darling.”
“There were no shortage of

flamboyant politicians, but
Clifford Darling was more of
a fixed star than a shooting
star,” he said, “an inspiring
mix of necessary patience and
steely determination.”

In a written tribute, Prime
Minister Ingraham said Sir
Clifford Darling played a crit-
ical role in the political and
social development of the
nation.

“He was a good and decent
man who has left many foot-
prints in Bahamian history,”
he said, “we owe a great debt
of gratitude to him for a half
of a century of public service.”

“His proud legacy will nev-
er be forgotten.”

Mr Ingraham said he first
met Sir Clifford, a family
friend of the prime minister’s
wife, more than 40 years ago.

Over the years, Mr Ingra-
ham said, he shared many
“wonderful meals and cama-
raderie” with Sir Clifford, and
met with him regularly to dis-
cuss a wide range of issues
impacting the country, “most
particularly those concerning
prospects for the social and
economic development of the
Bahamian people.”

He said: “Sir Clifford con-
sidered the introduction of
national insurance during his

tenure as Minister of Labour
and National Insurance as an
important part of his legacy
in government. He was
immensely proud when the
headquarters of the National
Insurance Building was
named in his honour.”

Mr Ingraham said he visited
Sir Clifford and Lady Darling
on a number of occasions dur-
ing his illness.

“We spent time together
both at his home and more
recently, twice, in  hospital. I
suggested during my last visit
two days before his passing
that I would return so that we
could chat, one on one, as in
earlier days. It is my regret
that I was unable to fulfil that
engagement, it is my loss,”
said Mr Ingraham.

“Over the many years of

our relationship and right
through to the end of his life,
Sir Clifford gave me wise
counsel and advice. I shall
miss it and him.”

The prime minister extend-
ed condolences to Ingrid,
Lady Darling and Sir Clif-
ford’s children – Clifford Jr,
Andrea Darling-Thompson,
Sharlene Hanna, Theresa
McPhee, Rushena Darling,
Lakriesha Darling and
Charles Darling – on behalf
of himself, his wife, and the
Bahamian people.

Sir Clifford, born on Ack-
lins in 1922, served his country
as a trade union leader, mem-
ber of parliament, Cabinet
minister, speaker of the
House of Assembly, and gov-
ernor-general.

He was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth II, becoming a
Grand Commander of the
Victorian Order (GCVO) in
1994.

As a young man, Sir Clif-
ford worked as a taxi driver,
and served as both the secre-
tary general and president of
the Bahamas Taxi Cab
Union.

LOCAL NEWS

PAGE 6, FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 2012                                                                                                                                                     THE TRIBUNE

Bahamian hero

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee
SIR CLIFFORD DARLING

POLICE COMMISSIONER Ellison Greenslade offers his condolences to Ingrid Lady Darling. 

INGRID LADY DARLING pays her respects to her husband at the service. 

PRIME MINISER Hubert Ingraham offers the flag to Sir Clifford’s family.
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is laid to rest Pictures by
Felipé
Major/

Tribune Staff
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pornographic movie titles and
descriptions were viewed
from the home of a senior cit-
izen who is ignorant about
parental controls and who in
any event can’t operate her
set top box.”

The findings went on to
note that the woman’s home
was frequented by many
minors who are fully able to
use the television's remote
control to navigate the chan-
nels and view the porno-
graphic content.

Insisting that the nation’s
decency and standards will
erode over time due to the
showing of such TV shows,
the council said URCA
should seek to protect chil-
dren above catering to the
perverted preferences of a
small minority of adults.

Other recommendations
made by the council includ-
ed a revisit of the down time

on television when explicit
content may be shown.

“Children are staying up
later and getting up earlier,
and many of them have
radios, televisions, and inter-
net access in their bedrooms.
Accordingly, we believe that
the watershed period should
be between 11pm and 4am.”

“This recommended water-
shed period is not unreason-
able; it is the same as the
watershed period in Jamaica.”

Noting last year’s “unprece-
dented increase in crime, vio-
lent crime in particular,” the
council blamed a “standard
of broadcast that has nurtured
the Hollywood culture.” 

The council is also calling
for URCA to intervene on all
illegal DIRECTV installations.

In a letter from the compa-
ny, the council said they were

informed that DIRECTV is
not authorised to operate out-
side of the US.

“Thanks for writing. I under-
stand that you would like to
know if you can have
DIRECTV service in Nassau,
Bahamas and I appreciate being
given the chance to assist,” said
the letter from DIRECTV. “I’m
glad to hear that you are inter-
ested in getting DIRECTV ser-
vice. However, we are prohibit-
ed by law from offering service
outside the United States.
DIRECTV abides by all applic-
able legal restrictions and does
not condone or support viola-
tion of law.”

Since URCA is charged
with a responsibility to regu-
late the broadcast industry,
the council said the authority
should have an active inter-
est in this regard.

represented 36 per cent and
27 per cent respectively.

Forty-one of the people
killed were men and three
were women.

Police also issued 20,190
traffic tickets and 3,181 traffic
offence reports were written
for traffic infractions.

In the policing plan for
2012, Commissioner of Police
Ellison Greenslade said
enforcing the rules of the road
is a priority of the police in
this year.

Priority number four in the
plan, “Enforcing The Rules
of The Road”, was said to be
a response to complaints
related to the lawlessness of
road users.

“We have also noted the
blatant disregard for traffic
signals, road signs, and traf-
fic laws, and general rules and
regulations intended to facili-
tate road safety,” the plan
stated.

“Added to this level of law-

lessness is an emerging
propensity for road rage and
disputes arising from a lack
of courtesy among road
users.”

Objectives include target-
ing unlicensed drivers, under-
age drivers and consenting
vehicle owners, driving under
the influence, heavy vehicle
operators with unsecured
loads, and illegal roadside
garages.

During his contribution to
the road traffic amendment
bill last year, Minister of
National Security Tommy
Turnquest said an average
of 50 traff ic  fatal i t ies
occurred every year since
2006.

Mr Turnquest said alco-
hol plays a huge role in the
number of accidents that
happen in the Bahamas each
year.

When  the  new law  i s
enforced, persons will be
considered under the influ-
ence  o f  a l coho l  i f  they
have  35  mic rograms  o f

alcohol in 100 milliliters of
breath, 80 milligrams of
alcohol in 100 milliliters of
blood or 107 milligrams of
alcohol in 100 milliliters of
urine.

Anyone caught driving
under the influence can be
subject to a $3,000 fine, one
year imprisonment or both
and suspension of the indi-
vidual’s drivers licence for up
to one year.

This year, Commissioner
Greenslade said the police
force will:

• target  persons who
operate vehicles at a speed
above the speed limit; 

• focus on motorists who
run red lights; 

• target  dr ivers  who
drink alcoholic beverages
and drive and those who
drive under the influence
of other stupefying drugs
and;

• focus on motorists who
continue to ignore the laws
related to tinted windshields
and side windows.

co City. Having promised the
people of Grand Bahama that
an FNM government could
easily create thousands of new
jobs, he is now afraid to stand
on his record of broken
promises. The people of Ft
Charlotte will not accept
rejected goods. Bahamians
everywhere deserve better.”

The PLP claimed Grand
Bahama’s five parliament
members, three of whom are
cabinet ministers, have “been
asleep at the wheel” and
“have presided over the worst
economic times ever experi-
enced by Grand Bahama.”

The only record the FNM
can show for Grand Bahama
is “failure and a litany of bro-
ken promises,” according to
the PLP.

This record includes the

Royal Oasis Hotel and Casino
“forgotten about and left to
ruin,” the closing of all the
Grand Bahama City Market
locations, the closing of
Grand Bahama Distributors,
and the closing of several
Grand Bahama hotels.

The PLP states the list is “a
snapshot” of Grand Bahama’s
“perishing economy” and the
“human suffering” under the
FNM. “The FNM govern-
ment cannot identify one new
major project that it intro-
duced to Grand Bahama in
the last four and one half
years. The few bright spots in
Grand Bahama ... were all
started by Christie’s PLP
administration.”

Should the PLP win in the

next election, they propose to
“resurrect and upgrade” the
Grand Bahama Promotion
Board and to “retool” the Hotel
Corporation to provide support
to smaller hotel properties. 

They also propose “strict”
immigration policies, a mort-
gage reform for “struggling
homeowners,” and will “place
significant emphasis” on train-
ing and education.

“To restore Grand Bahama
as the industrial capital of the
Bahamas, the Ministry
responsible for energy will
specifically focus on the needs
and importance of Grand
Bahama with a view to creat-
ing thousands of jobs and
business opportunities,” the
statement said.

Mr Symonette lauded the
project for its significance
environmentally and for its
contribution to a continuous
amicable relationship
between the two countries.

“By implementing the
bridge,” he said, “the envi-
ronmental damage created by
the causeway will be restored,
allowing natural tidal flows
and fish migration.

“We are appreciative of the
high level of economic coop-
eration which exists between
our two countries. This coop-
eration is undergirded by ever
strengthening cultural and
educational exchanges, and
commercial and investment
undertakings.”

The sum granted the
Bahamas by the Chinese now
stands at $109 million.

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

$40M  DEAL
WITH CHINA

CHINESE AMBASSADOR
Hu Shan and Deputy
Prime Minister Brent
Symonette shake hands
on the Abaco deal. 

44 KILLED ON ROADS IN 2011

PLP: ‘LAING IS SCARED’

CALL FOR BAN ON PORN
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A GROUP of students at
Tambearly School recently
raised $1175.00  for The Can-
cer Society of the Bahamas
by holding weekly bake sales
at the school. 

A third grade class and a
fourth grade class  collabo-
rated to organize, bake and
sell the sweets every week, in
an effort to provide funding to
those in need. 

Bahamas Office and
School Supplies (BOSS), a
member of the Tambearly
family, also  matched the
donation to The Cancer Soci-
ety of The Bahamas.

THE former US ambas-
sador to the Bahamas, Nicole
Avant, has been reported to
be taking up a major role in
President Barack Obama’s re-
election bid.

Avant had previously been
a key fundraiser during Oba-
ma’s first election. 

CNN is now reporting that
she will be taking on a similar
role ahead of his re-election
campaign. 

Avant is the daughter of
music executive and Democ-
rat activist Clarence Avant
and, with her husband Ted

Sarandos, the chief content
officer of Netflix, raised mil-
lions for the 2008 campaign. 

Tina Daunt at The Holly-
wood Reporter also reported
on Avant’s new role, saying
that her task would be “to
help fix the president's trou-
bled relationship with the
entertainment industry”. 

With her deep ties to both
the Democratic party and the
entertainment industry, she is
being called upon to patch
things over and rekindle at
least some of Hollywood
enthusiasm for Obama.

Avant and her husband will
host a major fundraiser
attended by first lady
Michelle Obama at their Bev-
erly Hills home on January
31. Co-chairs of that event
include Kelly Meyer, Irena
Medavoy and Colleen Bell.
Invitations will go out in the
coming days, THR has
learned.

“I can't think of a better
ambassador for the president
to the Hollywood community
than Nicole,” said Democrat-
ic consultant Kerman Mad-
dox.

FORMER US
AMBASSADOR
to the Bahamas
Nicole Avant,
who will be tak-
ing on a
fundraising role
for the campaign
to re-elect Presi-
dent Obama.

Avant to take on
fundraising role

COOKIES
FOR THE

CURE
RAISE

$1,000

 



RICHMOND, Virginia 
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Items as small as a hairpin
and as big as a chunk of the
Titanic’s hull are among 5,000
artifacts from
the world’s
most famous
s h i p w r e c k
that are to be
auctioned in
April, close
to the 100th
anniversary
of the disas-
ter.

Nearly a
century after
the April 15,
1912, sinking
of the ocean
liner that hit
an iceberg in
the North
Atlantic, a
New York
City auction
is being read-
ied by
Guernsey’s
Auctioneers
& Brokers.

On April
11, all of the salvaged items
are to be sold as one lot in
what Guernsey’s President
Arlan Ettinger describes as
the most significant auction
ever handled by that house.

“Who on this planet doesn't
know the story of the Titanic
and isn't fascinated by it?” he
asked. “Could Hollywood
have scripted a more tragic
or goose-bump-raising story
than what actually happened
on that ship?”

The auction will be con-
ducted 100 years plus a day
after the Titanic set sail from
Southampton, England,
embarking on the ill-fated

maiden voyage that had New
York as its destination.

The collection was
appraised in 2007 at $189 mil-
lion, including some intellec-
tual property alongside the

myriad items
plucked by
remote con-
t r o l l e d
probes from
the pitch-
black depths,
some 2.5
miles (4 kilo-
m e t e r s )
below the
ocean's sur-
face.

Those arti-
facts include
the massive
hull section
called The
Big Piece as
well as per-
sonal belong-
ings of pas-
sengers and
crew, such as
a mesh purse
and eyeglass-
es. A bronze
cherub that

once adorned the Grand
Staircase is also among the
collection, as are fine china,
table settings, bottles and ship
fittings — even the stand
upon which the ship's wheel
stood.

By court order, the items
cannot be sold individually
and must go to a buyer who
agrees to properly maintain
the collection and make it
available for occasional public
viewing. The sale is subject to
court approval.

The planned sale also could
include a trove of archaeo-
logical data and visuals of the
wreck.
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THIS 1998 image provided by RMS Titanic, Inc., shows a 17-ton por-
tion of the hull of the RMS Titanic as it is lifted to the surface during
an expedition to the site of the tradegy. The piece along with 5,000 oth-
er artifacts will be auctioned as a single collection on April 11, 2012
100 years after the sinking of the ship. 

TITANIC’S
TREASURES
FOR SALE

OBJECTS included in the auction include, from top, a cup from first
class, a passenger’s bracelet and these dollar bills, all retrieved from
within the Titanic. 
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March 2012. At present, Sil-
ver has two flights daily from
Fort Lauderdale.

• IBC Airways 
IBC currently operates with

Saab 30 passenger aircraft out
of Fort Lauderdale Interna-
tional Airport with four flights
a week.

• Western Air
Western Air runs two

flights daily from Nassau.

• AirGate Aviation
AirGate has announced

regular scheduled service to
Bimini for North Florida res-
idents.

• Tropic Ocean Airways
The newest member to the

Big Game Club offering sea-
plane service to Bimini from
Fort Lauderdale on a charter
basis and as a scheduled car-
rier beginning in March.

Another potential trans-
portation service for tourists is
The Bahamas Express, a high-
speed ferry service currently
linking Fort Lauderdale and
Freeport. Future plans call for
more regular service ports,
including Bimini.

Mr Weber said attracting
the bulk of travellers to Bimi-
ni will be the traditional blue

water angling, backcountry fly
fishing and diving pursuits
offered at the Bimini Big
Game Club and other prop-
erties.

“New for 2012, we hope to
add water sports activities
such as kayaking and kayak
nature tours, kite-boarding
and instruction and paddle
boards,” he said.

Located on the main navi-
gation channel in Bimini Bay,
The Big Game Club provides
a 75-slip marina capable of
accommodating boats up to
145 feet in length.  

The Big Game Club is also
represented on Bimini’s
record setting backcountry
flats with fly fishing guru
Vaughn Cochran at the helm
of Bonefish Bimini.

Neal Watson, known fond-
ly as the “Dive God” for his
superhuman record breaking
scuba records, has launched
Neal Watson’s Dive Bimini,
a Guy Harvey Outpost Dive
Centre featuring Bimini Blue,
the largest recreational dive
boat in the Bahamas.

“Bimini has no shortage of
great dive sites: reefs, wrecks,
walls, drift dives, our famous
Atlantis Road and a truly
amazing Wild Dolphin
Encounter – you name it,”
said Mr Watson.

“And did I mention, Shark
Encounters?” he adds with a
grin.

ffrroomm ppaaggee ttwwoo

New life for

Big Game Club

Bimini
Big Game Club
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