
By SANCHESKA BROWN
Tribune Staff Reporter
sbrown@tribunemedia.net

DESPITE the many chal-
lenges faced by the Bahamas
this year, Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham said he is

still inspired by the generosi-
ty of Bahamians during the
Christmas season and he has
hope for the New Year.

In his Christmas message
to the nation, which will be
broadcast at 8 o’clock tonight
on ZNS TV and radio, Mr

Ingraham said this holiday
season comes as the global
economy continues a slow
recovery from the most severe
economic downturn in recent
memory. However, the spirit
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FAMILY members of a
young mother who has been
missing for nearly a year, yes-
terday continued their appeal
for her return as her two chil-
dren face their first Christmas
without her.

Investigations into the dis-
appearance of 21-year-old
Krishanna “Shanna” Higgs
seem to be at a standstill,
according to relatives, who
claim that police have not
provided an update on the
case since August.

Rowena Poitier, Shanna's
aunt and spokeswoman for
the family, said the family
launched a private investiga-
tion in October. They  remain
unconvinced that law enforce-
ment are actively pursuing the
matter. The family has also
offered a reward to anyone
who can provide any infor-
mation leading to her discov-

ery or persons involved.
“It goes back to the begin-

ning of the investigation,” said
Ms Poitier.

“When I came to the island,
it had already been a month
since it was reported and they
hadn’t questioned the last
persons that were seen with
Krishanna.”

Shanna disappeared in Jan-
uary after travelling to Grand
Bahama from New Provi-
dence; however a missing per-
son’s report was not officially
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POLICE say they need
more families of missing per-
sons to submit DNA samples
before they can send two sep-
arate sets of bones away for
identification.

Over recent weeks, police
have found two skeletons
which have yet to be identi-
fied.

Last week, skeletal remains
believed to be that of a man,
were discovered in a marshy
area of Sea Breeze.

Police say the bones were
uncovered by men who were
bird shooting near the Sea
Breeze canal.

Two weeks before that,
Baha Mar workers unearthed
a human hand during routine
road works.

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT – A 34-year-
old man was stabbed to death
in the Hudson Estates area
early Thursday morning after
trying to break up a fight
between his sister and her
boyfriend. 

Police have taken a 25-
year-old male resident of
Freeport into custody to assist
them in their investigations. 

Asst Supt Loretta Mackey,
press liaison officer, said the
incident is classified as the
island’s eighth homicide for
the year.

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net 

THE construction of the
Pompey Park at the western
end of Bay Street will begin
early next year, Prime Minis-
ter Hubert Ingraham
announced.

Speaking at the official
opening of the new Straw
Market on Wednesday night,
Mr Ingraham said the con-
tract for the park’s infrastruc-
ture was to be signed yester-
day, with the construction to
begin during the first week of
the new year.

He said the new green
space, located on the spot of
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THE Adderley Family of
Golden Gates has won this
year’s Bahamas Realty holi-
day home showcase.

It takes the Adderleys two
weeks to decorate the house
each year and it’s a true fam-
ily effort by James and Ruth
Adderley, their daughter Dr
Daphne Adderley-Sands
(who scales the roof!) and
their son-in-law Frederick
Sands.

The family won a $1,000
gift  cert i f icate to the
Builders Mall and a $500
donation to the charity of

their choice from Bahamas
Realty.

Mr Adderley makes some
of the decorations himself and
his creativity really shines
through. 

“It was hard to move on to
the next house, as the judges
so enjoyed chatting with the
family and touring the Christ-
mas wonderland they have
created for the joy of us all,”
said Chandra Parker McCal-
lum, the Bahamas Realty bro-
ker who spearheaded the fir-
m’s Christmas lighting pro-
motion.
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BACK ROW L-R: Robin Brownrigg
(Judge, Bahamas Realty President,
Appraiser); Chandra Parker McCallum
(Event Committee Chairman, Broker);
Giovanni Stuart, (Judge, Official i-
Reporter, TV Producer); Elaine Pinder
(Judge, President & CEO Bamboo
Shack); Stan Burnside (Judge, Artist,
Cartoonist, Educator); James Adderley
(Contest Winner); Chrislyn Skippings
(Police Press Officer); Andrea Brown-
rigg (Event Committee, Broker/Direc-
tor). Front Row L-R: Ethelyn Lundy
(Judge, Architectural Interior Designer,
Landscape Architect Bamboo Shack);
Junior Judges  Jaxon Parker Searcy,
age 8 and  and Femi Stuart age 6;  Fred-
erick Sands (Son in Law of Contest
Winner). 
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and share your story.



of the Bahamian people
keeps him inspired.

He said: “This generosity
of spirit has been most recent-
ly demonstrated by the awe-
inspiring response to my call
for increased volunteerism to
measurably expand the num-
ber of persons engaged in
mentoring our young people
creating networks of care and
hope.

“My government has tak-
en care to manage our econ-
omy prudently and sensibly
so as to ensure that we are
well-positioned to benefit
from the global recovery as it
occurs. This prudence has
enabled us to preserve jobs
in the public service and to
avoid salary cuts or lay-offs
within the public sector as
experienced in many devel-
oped and developing coun-
tries.”

The Prime Minister also
gave an update on the
progress of major projects
the government began this
year.

“The New Providence
Road and Utility Project will
be completed in July next
year and all roads under con-
struction in New Providence
are open and drivable this
Christmas season. The con-
struction of the new Cargo
Port at Arawak Cay and its
related in-land storage depot
are also progressing well, per-
mitting the revitalisation of
the historic city of Nassau to
take shape and the Phase II
redevelopment of the LPIA
is moving ahead well,” he
said.

“Similar progress is being
achieved with road and
water works in our Family
Islands. In Abaco and Grand
Bahama, construction of new
public sector office com-
plexes are completed and
construction of the new
Marsh Harbor International
Airport terminal is progress-
ing well.”

Mr Ingraham said the new
Accident and Emergency and
new operating theatres at the
Rand Memorial Hospital will
be commissioned in January,
and the Child and Adolescent
Unit at the Sandilands Reha-
bilitative Hospital will be
completed and commissioned
early in the New Year. 

In Grand Bahama, the
expansion projects at BOR-
CO and at Statoil are moving
forward.

The Prime Minister said all
these projects have been
important stimuli for job cre-
ation in the construction sec-
tor creating employment and
economic security for many
Bahamians.  

Mr Ingraham also said,
however, that the Bahamas
continues to be troubled by
the persistence of violent
crime, especially in New Prov-
idence. 

He said: “I and my col-
leagues in government are
dedicating our full energies
and doing all within our
capacity to remove the crim-
inal elements from our
streets.  In this vein we have
significantly strengthened our
anti-crime legislation, mod-
ernising our laws to meet the
challenges of modern, sophis-
ticated crime, ensuring that
vacancies on the Court Bench
are filled and that the Office
of the Director of Public
Prosecutions is adequately
staffed.

“We recognise that the
fight against crime cannot be
done by the government and
law enforcement alone. We
can and we will defeat the
crime problem, but we will
only do so together. That is
why we continue to call for
the full support of the good
and law-abiding majority of

our people.” 
Mr Ingraham said despite

the crime problem, the over-
whelming majority of young
people are on the right track
and acknowledged them for
their “good results academic
studies, sports, the arts and
business”.

The Prime Minster said
while we did not did not
escape nature’s wrath with
Hurricane Irene he is grateful
that no lives were lost.

He said notwithstanding
the past difficult year, we
have reason to give thanks
and to look to the future with
hope. 

“We are pleased and grate-
ful for the thousands of our
citizens who have long given
of their time and talents to
improve the social fabric and
well-being of our nation.
Working in youth groups,
social clubs, service clubs,
charitable organisations and
churches, they bring comfort
and joy to the aged and the
infirm, help to the needy, and
guidance, mentoring and
inspiration to the youth, for
them we are ever grateful,”
Mr Ingraham said.

The Prime Minster also
thanked the thousands of
public servants “who advance
the business of the country,
teach our children, work tire-
lessly to protect our health
and safety and guard our bor-
ders and territorial integrity
as well as our lives and prop-
erty.”  

On behalf of his wife
Delores, family and col-
leagues in Government, Mr
Ingraham wished every
Bahamian and visitor a
blessed Christmas and a hap-
py and safe holiday season.
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THE ARAWAK CAY development, above, and the Baha Mar work, left,
have seen new landmarks being created this year. 

       



EDITOR, The Tribune.

ON TUESDAY, December
20, 2011, The Tribune report-
ed that Brian Moree, QC, had
been appointed to chair the
Public Service Commission.
Though I have never met Mr
Moree, I must say that I am
very happy with the Cabinet’s
decision and I congratulate Mr
Moree on his appointment.

Mr Moree is a well respected
figure in many circles in the
Bahamas. According to The
Tribune, he has served on many
government boards and com-
missions. The Tribune also
reports that he was the
Bahamas Financial Board 2007
executive of the year. He will
be assisted by what appears to
be a well-bodied and able cast.

No right thinking person can
expect immediate improve-
ments in the public service. But
I am hopeful that Mr Moree
with all his accolades and expe-
rience transforms the Public
Service into an effective and
vibrant entity. I am of the view
that the Public Service as a
whole is overstaffed, inefficient
in its operations, and is showing
little or no signs of improve-
ment. It will take a concerted
and well executed effort to
revamp this government entity.

Within one year, I hope to
see that the hiring of public ser-

vants is transparent. I hope to
see that service is improved,
especially the phone etiquette
of “persons answering the
phones.” I would like to see a
standard greeting put in place
when the public engages a pub-
lic servant for service. 

How about “Good morning,
sir, or good morning, madam”?
“How can I be of service
today?” Don’t forget to add the
smile.  I hope to see a vibrant
employee merit package where
only persons who are perform-
ing at acceptable levels will
qualify for wage increases. 

Salary increases should not
be “across the board” in the
public service. No one can tell
me every member of the public
service is operating at the
required level. Salary incre-
ments should be based on sev-
eral specific performance crite-
ria that each employee must
understand and sign off on.
(Unions, please support this).

There are many public servants
who on a daily basis provide stel-
lar public service and perform
their jobs at a very high level. 

I must give credence to the
Business License Unit on Fred-
erick Street and the Registrar

General’s Office. The Business
License Unit’s representative
was very helpful to me and I was
able to complete my transaction
within several days of initiation. 

At the Registrar General’s
Office, an employee on my vis-
it was there directing the crowd
to sit in perspective areas and
he also told you who to see
depending on the nature of
your business. But these acts of
professionalism are not the
norm. We know that bad apples
will eventually spoil a good
tree. The civil servants who are
slack and proud need to be
weeded out and not transferred
to other government areas. 

There should be no compro-
mises in the continued derelic-
tion of duties and insubordina-
tion, actions which are rampant
in the public service.

The first report card on Mr
Moree and his team will be out
by December of 2012. 

It will be on him to use his
same professional acumen that
he has applied in other areas
of his life which has made him a
successful Bahamian in many
respects. Bahamians have a
glimmer of hope in your
appointment and we are count-
ing on you, sir, to deliver.

DEHAVILLAND MOSS 
Nassau,
December, 2011.
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IN  his Christmas message, published in
The Tribune on Thursday, Catholic Arch-
bishop Patrick Pinder pointed out that com-
pared with other nations, the little Bahamas
has much for which to pause and give thanks
this Christmas. And so, although the dark
clouds of crime threaten our islands, yet
there are still many signs to encourage
Bahamians to believe that there is reason to
hope for a brighter future.

The Archbishop shared with our readers
the contents of an e-mail, which had been
sent to him. It said: “If you woke up this
morning with more health than illness, you
are more blessed than the million who will
not survive this week.

“If you have never experienced the danger
of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the
agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation,
you are ahead of 500 million in the world.

“If you can attend church without fear
of harassment, arrest, torture or death, you
are more blessed than three billion people in
the world.

“If you hold up your head with a smile on
your face and are truly thankful, you are
blessed because the majority can, but most
do not.

“If you can hold someone’s hand, hug
them or even touch them on the shoulder,
you are blessed because you can offer the
healing touch.

“If you can read this message, you just
received a double blessing in that someone
was thinking of you, and furthermore, you
are more blessed than over two billion peo-
ple in the world who cannot read at all.”

When seen in this light Bahamians have
much to be thankful for. Our economy start-
ed to drag after the Lehman Brothers bank
crash at the end of 2008. The seismic shock
was felt worldwide. It was like a bowling
alley gone wild, with one international house
after another displaying warning flags until
eventually Wall Street was hit and took a
tumble. The world banking system is so
interwoven that when one stumbled, the
others came tumbling after. Not only was
the world in financial trouble, but it was
also in political turmoil with the Middle
East on fire and headed for destruction.

Analysts blamed the financial crash on
the “greed, ambition and reckless risk-tak-
ing that is now carrying the economy into
the worst recession for a century.”

The Bahamas was not immune. It too felt
the shock waves. Greece was in meltdown,
unemployment was out of control with the
civil service being cut to bring spending into
line. Around the world the first people to
feel the belt tightening were the civil servants
whose jobs disappeared almost overnight.

The civil service is the first place that gov-
ernments look to cut costs when their trea-
suries are under pressure.

Here in the Bahamas, the Prime Minister
would have been justified in trimming what
for years has been recognised as a bloated
and inefficient civil service. He did not.

As Prime Minister Ingraham said today in
his Christmas message to the nation — which
will be broadcast by ZNS TV and radio at 8

o’clock tonight — through prudent planning his
government was able to “preserve jobs in the
public service and to avoid salary cuts or lay-
offs within the public sector as experienced in
many developed and developing countries.”

This is not to minimise the suffering of
many Bahamians during this crisis. Many
have lost their jobs, their homes, and real-
ly don’t know where the next penny is com-
ing from, but when one compares Bahami-
ans’ problems with the suffering of the
world, the majority of our people have
much for which to be thankful. 

Government has been criticised for not
investing in people during this lean period.
However, not only is government investing
in people by providing infrastructural jobs,
but through these jobs it has enabled many
workmen to maintain their dignity by
enabling them to earn enough to support
themselves and their families.

Government has been criticised for bor-
rowing funds for roadworks. In the end, how-
ever, it will be money well spent — not only
will citizens see where their tax dollars have
gone, but the infrastructure will have been so
improved that it will raise the Bahamian’s
standard of living and enhance our tourist
product — better roads, better quality and
delivery of water and electrical supplies.

Nor has the government neglected the
youth. It staff has encouraged the business
community to take on young people for
training. And many have done so.

Next year, Bahamians face an election.
When we look out at the rest of the world —
rioting and killing in the streets to overthrow
governments — we should be grateful for
our democratic system. Every five years –
although there is a lot of manoeuvring and
name calling before hand – Bahamians go to
the polls and in an orderly fashion vote their
governments in or out.  Just look at the tur-
moil and backwardness of the Middle East
whose people have never experienced free
elections. Earlier this year after months of
street demonstrations and violence, Tunisia’s
president ended a  23-year rule by fleeing to
Saudi Arabia. Tunisia was followed by the
ousting of Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak, again fol-
lowed by a full scale civil war in Libya, that
took out Mummar Gaddafi. That 42-year
rule ended in Gaddafi’s murder. And now
the populace is beating at the doors of Syria’s
regime. A forest fire is sweeping across the
Middle East echoing a people’s cry against
unemployment, food inflation, corruption,
lack of freedom of speech, and assembly and
other democratic freedoms — all the free-
doms that we take for granted in our society.

When we look out on the world, and back
at the Bahamas, we agree with those who
say that Bahamians — despite hard times —
have much to be thankful for.

And it is on this note that we wish all of our
readers a peaceful, and happy Christmas
with family and friends, and hope that the
New Year will be filled with many blessings.

We also thank our advertisers for their
valued business and assure them that The
Tribune will give them even better service
in the New Year. 

Hope for
the public

service
LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

The Bahamas has much to be thankful for

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lost Passport in the area of 
Thompson Blvd. by Criminal
Records Building on the 6th 
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Christmas
 CLOSED- DECEMBER   24TH 

REOPEN - DECEMBER 27TH 8AM

New Years
CLOSED - DECEMBER 31ST

 REOPEN- JANUARY 2ND 8AM 2012
       

THE MANAGEMENT 
& STAFF WISHES YOU 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS and PROPEROUS NEW YEAR

MATTHEW 1:23 “…and they shall call his name EMMANUEL, 
which being interpreted is, GOD WITH US.’

EDITOR, The Tribune.

ON Christmas Day, 2011, Mr
Stanley Reckley would have
celebrated his 90th birthday.
He died a few weeks before
achieving that milestone. We
laid him to rest in the afternoon
of Sunday, 18th December, a
few feet away from his beloved
John Wesley Methodist Church
in The Bluff, North Eleuthera. 

Mr Reckley spent most of his
life in The Bluff. He was a role
model for many decades to the
men and women in The Bluff
and North Eleuthera communi-
ties. He stood tall in both phys-
ical stature and character. The
President of the BCMC, Rev
Christopher Neely preached the
Eulogy at his funeral and
summed up the life of this out-
standing and unique Bahamian
in this way: “He loved his fami-
ly, his church and his God.”

I met Mr Reckley in the fall
of 1975. I had just begun my first
appointment with the Methodist
Church as Youth Worker for the
Island of Eleuthera following my
training in Birmingham, England.
During the 36 years since then, I
found this man to be consistent in
his integrity and his love for God,
Church, Country and his family.  

Mr Reckley and my dad, the
late Captain Reynold Eldon,
were best friends. Mr. Reckley
spoke at my Dad’s funeral a few
years ago. During the time that
my dad was at home in The Cur-
rent, Mr. Reckley was one of the
people who would always check
on him, making phone calls,
bringing bananas (my dad’s
favourite) and giving support.

It was during the aftermath of
Hurricane Andrew that I dis-
covered some of the depth of
character and fortitude of this
outstanding Bahamian. His com-
mitment to fairness and his abil-
ity to include everyone in the
community was a gift that was

his specialty. While many hoard-
ed and looked out for their own,
Mr Reckley’s commitment was
to every person who had suffered
damage. Side by side in those
months of 1992, we loaded trucks
with lumber and dropped off ply-
wood and shingles throughout
the Bluff community.

Mr Reckley was one of the
leading Methodists in the North
Eleuthera region. In fact, he stood
tall and forceful throughout the
Methodist Conference. His gifts to
us included his incredible bass
voice, his knowledge of Methodist
hymns,  his love for his church
and his warm friendship.

Mr Fred Neely of Upper
Bogue and formerly of Nassau
and St Michael’s was one of the
many persons who paid tribute
at Mr Reckley’s funeral. He
shared with all of us Mr Reck-
ley’s deep love for the
Methodist Church, indicating
that for many years, Mr Reck-
ley almost single handedly kept
the doors of John Wesley
Methodist Church open. He
would sing, pray, preach and
give the benediction, Sunday
after Sunday, month after
month. He never looked for or
sought after reward; he never
looked for recognition. He
always served, willingly, con-
sistently and without complaint. 

He was equally respected
and loved in each of the North
Eleuthera communities and
throughout the island. People
in Harbour Island loved him as
did people in The Current and
Palmetto Point. His message
was always the same: Things do
not come easy or free you have
to work for them and this
includes the church. 

In the past few years, we have
lost many of our revered and
well loved Patriarchs and Matri-
archs both in our Methodist
churches and throughout The
Bahamas. These were the peo-

ple who shaped our Family
Island communities and gave
life and direction to generations
of Bahamians who passed
through their leadership. 

I do not think he can be
replaced. There was something
about his spirit that was unique
and quite outstanding. He was
really one of a kind. However,
the things he stood for and the
way he lived his life are quali-
ties that we can emulate. He
was committed to his family:
Wife, sons and daughters and
grandchildren. His greatest joy
was making sure they were hap-
py and well provided for. This
was the hallmark of his life that
carried through in his service
to the church and country. 

In this Christmas season, we
pause to celebrate this Unique
and Outstanding Bahamian. His
memory warms our hearts with
gratitude for this man and for
the ways in which he touched
our lives. This gives us hope
and pushes us forward into our
world where many seek first to
be served rather than serve and
where many look for reward
rather than offer what they can. 

I am grateful that I had the
opportunity to walk and work
side by side with Brother Reck-
ley. I am happy for the times
when I sat with him in his home,
at the church in The Bluff, in
our Conference and Central
Council Meetings. He always
said what he needed to say, did
what he had to do and smiled
his way through. A true man of
God! A true Methodist! A true
Bahamian!  This is how he will
be remembered by the hundreds
who knew him, ministered with
him and respected him. 

Dr REG ELDON
Dean, Centre for Leadership,

Education & Training,
Methodist  Church, Nassau,
December 22, 2011.

An outstanding Bahamian

         



By LAMECH JOHNSON
ljohnson@tribunemedia.net

THE prosecution’s willing-
ness to accept a teenager’s
guilty plea to a drug posses-
sion charge led to the young
man being given a chance to
redeem himself.

Lenny Oscar, 18, was grant-
ed $1,000 bail and ordered to
undergo four months of coun-
selling while being subjected
to weekly urine tests to ensure
no drugs are in his system.

Oscar was initially arraigned
in Court One, Bank Lane on
the charge of possession of
marijuana with intent to sup-
ply. He is alleged to have com-
mitted the offence on Tues-
day, December 20. 

When asked to give his plea,
the accused told the court he
was “guilty of possession” but
not guilty of intending to sup-
ply two grams of marijuana to
another person.

Had the prosecution not
accepted the plea of simple pos-
session, the accused would have
been denied bail and remanded
to Her Majesty’s Prison.

A new law enacted on
November 4 of this year
removed a Magistrate’s dis-
cretion to grant bail in posses-
sion with intent to supply cases.

The punishment for being con-
victed of the offence is a mini-
mum of four years in prison.

The sentence of counselling
and weekly testing handed
down by Chief Magistrate
Roger Gomez also came with
a warning. The John Street
resident was told that any
breach of the bail conditions
before his return to court on
April 24 would result in his
bail being revoked.

After the prosecution
accepted Oscar’s plea, the
details of the incident were
read to the court.

Around 2pm on the day in
question, Drug Enforcement
Unit officers went to No. 50
John Street off Market Street,
armed with a warrant in Oscar’s
name. He was found standing at
the front gate of the home.

The accused was shown the
warrant, then searched. Two
foil parcels were found in his
hands. A search of the home
produced nothing of note oth-
er than $149. Oscar was cau-
tioned, arrested, then inter-
viewed at DEU headquarters. 

According to the record, he
told police he’d intended to
smoke the two grams of mar-
ijuana, not sell them. He also
said the confiscated money
had come from his piggy bank.

Once given the opportunity
to speak, Shaka Serville,
Oscar’s defence attorney,
asked Chief Magistrate
Gomez for leniency. He said
his client “never had a brush
with the law” before.

“He, at the first opportuni-
ty given, admitted to his
wrong doing,” the attorney
added.

Mr Serville also told the
court his client was “gainfully
employed as a carpenter.” He
asked that these points be com-
pared to the usual bahaviour of
other young men his age.

When delivering his ruling,
the judge also told Oscar he
must report to the Quakoo
Street police station every Sat-
urday before 6pm. His April
court appearance will be in
the new Magistrate’s Court
complex on Nassau Street, for
a report on his progress.

BAHAMAS Speed Week
Revival parked in New York
City’s iconic Times Square
this Tuesday with an image
of the event’s winner featured
on the Reuters billboard, pic-
tured above.

The photograph, taken by
local photographer Derek

Smith, shows Stephen Bond,
winner of the event’s time
trials, driving his Lister Bris-
tol on the Arawak Cay cir-
cuit. 

International coverage of
Bahamas Speed Week
Revival continues to escalate
with the same image appear-
ing on the Clear Channel bill-
board in Las Vegas and cov-
erage featured on
Forbes.com, DallasNews.com
and lifestyle website Thrill-
list.com.
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THE Sunshine Pilot Club
of Nassau is gearing up for its
second annual Snow Ball, to
be held on January 21, 2012.

The theme will be “Fire
and Ice” and part proceeds
will go to the Coastline Com-
munity Nursing Home and
other charities.

Last year, the Ball support-
ed the REACH (Resources
and Education for Autism

and Related Challenges)
Foundation.

REACH focuses on indi-
viduals with autism spectrum
disorders, helping them to
reach their maximum poten-
tial and become more accept-
ed in society.

The funds contributed to
the purchase of resources
such as training aids, visual
aids and other materials.

The donation also helped
offset the medical expenses
of a nine-year-old who suf-
fered brain damage in an acci-
dent.

The Sunshine Pilot Club is
a part of the Bahamas Dis-
trict of Pilot International, a
service club founded in 1921.

The main objective of the
organisation is to promote
awareness and prevention of
brain-related disorders and
improve the lives of those
affected by such disorders
through education, volun-
teerism, financial support and
research.

By LAMECH JOHNSON
ljohnson@tribunemedia.net

A WOMAN was granted
$2,000 bail yesterday after
being charged with accessing
restricted data belonging to a
local shipping company.

Anishka Russell-Bascom, 38,
appeared before Chief Magis-
trate Roger Gomez in Court
One, Bank Lane to answer sev-
en counts of unauthorised
access of computer material.

Tropical Shipping Ltd, the
complainant, alleges the
accused committed the
offence seven times between
Wednesday, June 1 and
Wednesday, June 15.

The Sydney Street resident
pleaded not guilty to the charges
after they were read to her.

The prosecution offered no
objection when defence attor-
ney Cheryl Bazard asked Chief
Magistrate Gomez to extend
her client’s previous $1,000
police bail. The chief magistrate
ordered a new $2,000 bond with
one surety. He extended the
police bail to allow her time to
settle the new bond.

The matter was adjourned
to January 24, 2012. Russell-
Bascom will appear in Court 5
at the new Magistrate’s Court
complex on Nassau Street.

Three witnesses are expect-
ed to give evidence in the case.

Teenager given chance 
to redeem himself

BAIL OVER DATA CHARGE

PILOT CLUB TO
HOST BALL

PAST PRESIDENT Dellareese
Edgecombe of the Sunshine Pilot
Club and members making the
presentations after the first Snow
Ball.

BAHAMAS SPEED WEEK HITS NEW YORK

 



On December 7, 2011, the
Chinese government pub-
lished a White Paper on Chi-
na’s Foreign Trade. As most
Bahamians are keen to learn
about China’s development,
in particular, China’s foreign
trade, we, the Chinese
Embassy, have submitted the
White Paper for publication.

CHINA’S surplus in trade
in goods mainly comes from
foreign-invested enterprises
and processing trade. With
the spread of economic glob-
alisation as well as the refine-
ment of the division of labour
and the development of
economies of scale, an
increasing amount of interna-
tional trade – intra-industry
trade or processing trade
based on value-chain special-
isation – is predominated by
multinationals.

Since the adoption of the
reform and opening up poli-
cy in 1978, China has experi-
enced rapid growth in attrac-
tion of foreign direct invest-
ment. For a fairly long peri-

od of time the import and
export business of foreign-
invested enterprises and pro-
cessing trade mainly operat-
ed by foreign-invested enter-
prises accounted for about
50 per cent of China’s trade
volume in goods, and were
also the major source of the
country’s surplus in trade in
goods.

In 2009 and 2010, the sur-
plus in trade in goods created
by foreign-invested enterpris-
es reached 127 billion US dol-
lars and 124.3 billion US dol-
lars, respectively, accounting
for 64.8 per cent and 68.4 per
cent of the total surplus of
China’s trade in goods in the
two years. 

Processing trade surplus of
foreign-invested enterprises
in the same period hit 264.6
billion US dollars and 322.9
billion US dollars, signifi-
cantly higher than the coun-
try’s total trade surplus for
2009 and 2010.

While foreign-invested
enterprises and processing
trade enjoyed a big

favourable trade balance, the
import and export of China’s
state-owned enterprises, gen-
eral trade and other forms of
trade were in deficit.

The limits on certain high-
tech trade set by developed
countries also affect the trade
balance between China and
some of its trading partners.
As China is currently accel-
erating its pace of industriali-
sation, it needs to import
advanced equipment and
technologies from developed
countries.

Unfortunately, some devel-
oped countries, sticking to
their old way of thinking,
impose various restrictions on
the export of high-end equip-
ment and advanced technolo-
gies to China, resulting in slow
growth in the export of these
sectors. To a certain extent
such limits hinder China’s
imports from these countries,
posing an unfavourable
impact on bilateral trade bal-
ance.

As China turned its trade
deficit into a surplus, the

country improved its interna-
tional balance of payments
and enhanced its resistance
to external risks. 

However, the sharp
increase in surplus also cre-
ated trouble for the Chinese
economy. The large volume
of RMB input in export set-
tlement complicates macro-
economics control, and the
rapid expansion of China's
surplus in trade in goods also
results in more trade frictions
between China and its trad-
ing partners, as well as per-
sistent pressure on the RMB
to appreciate.

China attaches great impor-
tance to promoting energy
conservation and emission
reduction in foreign trade
development. As early as in
1994, the Chinese government
published China's Agenda 21
– a White Paper on China’s
population, environment and
development in the 21st cen-
tury, setting goals on energy
conservation and emission
reduction for national eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment. 

In both the 11th and 12th
five-year plans, the govern-
ment made the reduction of
energy consumption and CO2
emission intensity two oblig-
atory targets.

Since 2004, the Chinese
government has lowered and
even abolished export tax
rebates for some energy-
intensive, heavily-polluting
and resource-based products,
banned or limited the pro-
cessing trade in some such
products, and encouraged
import and export enterprises
to keep up with the world’s
advanced environmental stan-
dards.

As a result, in recent years
such products have seen their
proportion in exports decreas-
ing, while the export of new-
energy, energy-conserving
and environmental-friendly
products has grown by a big
margin. 

Most import and export
enterprises above a designat-
ed scale have obtained

ISO14000 certification or oth-
er environmental standard
certifications.

China will try to readjust
its economic and industrial
structure, accelerate the
application of advanced ener-
gy-conserving and environ-
mental technologies, and pro-
mote more balanced devel-
opment between foreign
trade and resource conserva-
tion and environmental pro-
tection.

At present, the underlying
impact of the international
financial crisis, the protract-
ed, arduous and complicated
nature of the world economic
recovery is manifesting itself,
and the global economic
structure and trade layout
face in-depth readjustment.
China will make new adjust-
ments to its foreign trade, in
an effort to turn foreign trade
from scale expansion to qual-
ity and profit improvement,
and from mainly relying on
its low-cost advantage to
enhancing its comprehensive
competitive edge, thereby
turning China from a big trad-
ing country to a strong trading
power.

China’s foreign trade is still
hampered by many uncer-
tainties and is bound to meet
new difficulties and chal-
lenges. During the 12th five-
year plan period, China will
open itself wider to the out-
side world as a driver for fur-
ther reform, development and
innovation; make full use of
its advantages, strengthen
international co-operation in
all respects, and integrate
itself into the world economy
on a wider scale and at a high-
er level.

China is willing to work
with its trading partners to
cope with the various chal-
lenges facing the world econ-
omy and trade, and promote
its foreign trade to realise a
more balanced, co-ordinat-
ed and sustainable develop-
ment, and share prosperity
and mutually-beneficial
results with its trading part-
ners.
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Reaching out to partners
China’s Foreign Trade

Part three of three

Submitted by the 
Chinese Embassy, Nassau
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Superintendent Paul Rolle,
officer in charge of the homi-
cide division, said police need
the public’s help in identifying
the bones.

“We have had a couple of
people come forward to give
us DNA samples but we need
more people who may have
loved ones missing to submit
their samples as well. The
only way we will be able to
identify these bones now is if
a relative comes forward,” he
said.

“As it relates to the skull
that was found last week,
we now have a full skeleton
but we still can not tell the
sex. 

“The bones appeared to be

there for more than a month
because all the flesh was
already gone. 

“We need DNA samples
to send off to the lab but we
can only get those from fam-
ily.”

A source close to the inves-
tigation said the skeleton
appeared to have been there
for quite some time but from
the facial impressions it is
more than likely to be the
skull of a man.

Supt Rolle said the hand
found on Cable  Beach
appeared to  have been
there for months - possibly
years.

“Some people have come
forward as it relates the hand
as well. We haven’t found any

more body parts so that case
is going to be a little more dif-
ficult because of the length of
time the bones were there as
well, and the fact that its only
a hand. 

“However we are still ask-
ing members of the public to
submit DNA samples for that
as well,” he said.

The hand was discovered
near Superclubs Breezes
resort on December 7, coin-
cidentally close to the former
residence of the serial killing
mother-son team-- Sante and
Kenneth Kimes.

The discovery has sparked
speculation that the remains
could belong to a victim of
Kimes.

The two are presently serv-

ing life without parole in a
California prison on several
counts of murder.

In 1998, the pair murdered
businessman David Kazin in
Las Vegas after he exposed
Sante Kimes' loan fraud. 

That same year, they also
murdered New York socialite
Irene Silverman while
attempting to steal her Man-
hattan mansion.

In 1996, they murdered
banker Syed Bilal Ahmed in
their Cable Beach home.

According to testimony
from Kenneth Kimes, the
banker had flown to Nassau
from the Caymans to investi-
gate irregularities in a bank
account belonging to the late
Kenneth Kimes Sr - Sante's

husband and Kenneth Jr's
father.

He said he and his mother
drugged the banker and drowned
him in their bathtub before throw-
ing his body in the sea.

However, neighbours of the
Kimes were convinced the
body was buried on the site,
possibly under the patio of
their Cable Beach home.

In July of 2004, police
began digging at the Kimes'
home and he surrounding
area, looking for the body of
the missing banker.

However, the search was
suspended after Kenneth tes-
tified that he and his mother
dumped the body at sea.

Syed Bilal Ahmed's body
has never been found.

Police have not released the
victim’s name, however The
Tribune has learned that the
deceased man is Tyrone
Dames. 

Dames had called the
police to report that his sis-
ter’s boyfriend was harassing
her. 

The couple got into a fight
and Dames intervened. He
was stabbed several times in
the chest. 

ASP Mackey confirmed
that police had received a call
at about 4am of a domestic
related matter at Hudson
Estates. 

She said that a 34-year-old
man, who is originally from
New Providence, was discov-
ered stabbed in the upper part
of the body.

Ms Mackey said the man
died on the scene. The body
was taken to the Rand
Memorial Hospital, where it
was officially pronounced
dead by a doctor. 

“The family was very emo-
tional,” Ms Mackey said. 

When The Tribune visited
the residence off Triana Dri-
ve, the family did not wish to
comment on the matter.

The Police Victim Support
Unit is expected to meet with
the family on Friday.

the temporary Straw Market
between Bay Street and
Woodes Rodgers Wharf, “will
further enhance the environ-
mental, recreational, artistic
and commercial revitalisation
of the city of Nassau”.

The announcement comes
less than a month after the
fire that ravished the Pompey
Museum of Slavery and
Emancipation, and several
other buildings at the west-
ern tip of downtown Nassau
during the early hours of
December 2.

The fire extensively dam-
aged the interior of the two-
storey museum and the west-
ern and southern exterior
walls, damaging several arti-
facts of historical value.

The 18th century museum
was located in the historic
Vendue House at the junc-
ture of Bay and George
streets, which was originally
used as a market place for
several commodities, includ-
ing slaves.

Calls to the Nassau Down-
town Redevelopment Com-
mittee seeking further infor-
mation on the park contract,
and the future of the muse-
um, were not returned yes-
terday.

During his remarks, Mr
Ingraham said the silver lining
of tragic fires such as the one
which destroyed the old Straw
Market and the museum, is
that the buildings can be
reborn afterwards.

He noted that the market
has now been restored, and
said the Vendue building will
be as well.

Mr Ingraham said the
reopening of the historic mar-
ket is a cultural celebration
and marks a new era in
Bahamian straw and craft
industries.

“We celebrate not only the
reopening of the new Straw
Market,” said Mr Ingraham.
“We celebrate the Bahamian
imagination and ingenuity
that designed and built this
market, as well as the creative
energies that will craft the
straw and woodwork, sou-

venirs and handicraft, and
other products to be show-
cased to the world and sold
here.”

Mr Ingraham said this
important industry provides
incomes for many families
and communities throughout
the Bahamas and in order to
foster new economic oppor-
tunities for Bahamians, must
grow and develop to truly
showcase Bahamian talent in
straw work, woodwork, and
various crafts.

“We will have to up our
game and be innovative in
designing, creating and bring-
ing to the market products
that will have to compete in
the global market under the
label, Made in the Bahamas,”
Mr Ingraham said.

“Independent crafts people
will need to collaborate in
producing the volume of
goods available for our mil-
lions of annual visitors as well
as to an online market of pre-
vious visitors to the Bahamas,
and potentially millions
more,” he said.

An independent Straw
Market Authority has been
created to establish high
expectations and standards
for the new market, said Mr
Ingraham, with the use of
modern technology that
ensures the use of best prac-
tices and innovative thinking
will be utilised to showcase
traditional Bahamian crafts
and artwork to a global mar-
ket.

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

Relatives’ DNA could help to name victims

POMPEY PARK
WORK BEGINS
IN NEW YEAR

MAN KILLED IN
DOMESTIC FIGHT

PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingra-
ham and his wife Delores at the
opening of the Straw Market. 
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For more information visit www.nassaucontainerport.com 
or call 242.323.7066 or 242.323.7064

THAT KEEPS ONGIVETHE

1,000,000 
ordinary shares at B$10 per share. 
Minimum subscription of
50 shares ($500).

January 31, 2012. 

NASSAU 

&

Prospective investors are advised to 
read the prospectus in its entirety and/
RU�VHHN�SURIHVVLRQDO�ÀQDQFLDO�DGYLFH�

before making a decision.

Help
Wanted

Car business looking for a
manager must be computer

literate 3-5years sales
along with administration

experience necessary
contact:

Tel:424-2226
Fax: 361-1136

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS,
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT

BETTY K AGENCIES LIMITED
Will Be Closed To The Public

Friday December 23rd 2011 at 12:00 noon
& will Re-open on Wednesday December 28th, 2011

at 8:00 am
In observance of Christmas Day

& Boxing Day Holidays
and

Friday December 30th at 12:00 noon
& will re-open on Wednesday January 4th, 2012

at 8:00 am
In observance of the New Year’s Day Holiday.

We Would Like To Thank You
For your continued patronage throughout the year

& would like to
Wish You

A Merry Christmas
&

Happy & Prosperous New Year

UNDER the theme
“Unfolding the Past - Molding
the Future”, 52 recruits
entered the Prison Service
yesterday. At the graduation
ceremony, Minister of Nation-
al Security Tommy Turnquest
lauded the hardwork and ded-
ication of officers at Her
Majesty’s Prison and
impressed upon new recruits
the principles and practices
they were expected to live by.

The young officers were
advised that no inmate must
be allowed to escape; orderli-
ness and discipline should be
upheld; inmates were to be
treated with respect; inethi-
cal practices must be opposed
and exposed; and to work to
empower individuals under
their charge.

Photos: Felipé Major/
Tribune Staff

A 70-YEAR-OLD man is
in serious condition in hospi-
tal today after he was shot
Wednesday evening.

Police say the victim was at
Wulff Road near Peardale
around 6:40pm when he was
approached and shot by a
man wearing dark clothing.

He was taken to hospital
by ambulance where he is
detained in serious condition.
Police are investigating and
are appealing to members of
the public who might have
information about this inci-
dent or any other incident to
contact police.      

ARMED ROBBERY
Police are requesting the

public’s help in locating two
men responsible for an
armed robbery at Nassau
Plastics, Parkgate Road. 

Police say shortly after 4:00
pm on Wednesday two men,
one of whom was allegedly
armed with a handgun,
entered the  establishment
and demanded cash.   

The culprits reportedly
robbed Nassau Plastics of an
undetermined amount of
money and fled the area west
on Parkgate Road. 

Active police investigations
continue.   

ARMED ROBBERY
A 38-year-old male of Mar-

shall Road is in hospital after
being “chopped” to the head
by  another male. 

The incident reportedly
occurred around 4:40 pm on
Wednesday at Faith Avenue
and Cowpen Road. 

Police say the victim got
into an altercation with anoth-
er  male and was subsequent-
ly chopped to the head.

He was taken to hospital
by ambulance where he is
detained in serious  condition.

Police are questioning a 39
year old male of South Beach
in connection with this  inci-
dent.

Active police investigations
continue.   

MAN, 70, 
IN HOSPITAL

AFTER 
BEING SHOT

THE GUARDS OF TOMORROW

MINISTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY Tommy Turn-
quest presents the best recruit award to Kendricka
Kemp.

 



filed until March 29. 
It is believed Shanna made

the trip to Grand Bahama at
the request of her ex-
boyfriend and father of her
youngest daughter, Charles
Tony Fitzgerald.

Shanna was reportedly last
seen in a blue-coloured Chevy
Suburban, wearing a black fit-
ted top with a gold design,
dark blue jeans and gold
heeled sandals.

Immediately following her
disappearance, Shanna’s fam-
ily received a number of text
messages from her cell phone;
however, relatives do not
believe they were sent by the
young mother.

Shanna’s two girls, aged
four and two, have different
fathers, and due to the ongo-
ing investigation, have been
living separately since her dis-
appearance.

Both children are adjusting
slowly to their mother’s pro-
longed absence, according to
loved ones, but are still anx-

ious for her return, and
unaware of the true nature of
her disappearance.  

Both children celebrated
their birthdays without their
mother this year, the eldest
child this month, and the
youngest in April, on the
same day as her mother.

Last night, Krysta Fox,
Shanna’s mother and the legal
guardian of her youngest
daughter, expressed her dis-
appointment over the lack of
progress in the case. 

“(The youngest daughter)
is still pretty young, but some-
times she doesn’t sleep, she
still wants to see her mom,”
she said. 

“It’s rough for the two of
them, I can’t say how they feel
but can only imagine because
they’re so small.”

Ms Fox said: “I just feel like
it’s now coming to the end of
the year and nothing is hap-
pening.

“The police supposed to
call, they don’t call, they’re
not saying anything, not doing
any follow-up. I can’t get no
closure.”

After Krishanna's disap-
pearance, Ms Poitier returned
to Freeport from Los Angeles
to assist in the search for her
niece. In addition to internet
search efforts, the family has
also coordinated community
walkabouts on Grand
Bahama. 

Last night, Ms Poitier said

the family is now focused on
broadening the scope of their
investigation to outside of
The Bahamas.

“We’re frustrated with the
legal system and don’t feel
supported when you’re deal-
ing with a matter and they
can’t return phone calls or e-
mails,” she said.

“That is really all that we
can do.”

Ms Poitier added: “It’s real-
ly frustrating, I call them
every week, no one’s there, I
leave messages nothing. What
are we doing, why is this so
passive, if this was a politi-
cian’s family it would be dif-
ferent.”

Last night, police in Grand
Bahama maintained that the
investigation was still active
and that investigators were
pursuing information received
earlier this week.

At a press briefing earlier
this year, police confirmed
Fitzgerald, 25, is believed to
be one of the last people to
see Shanna, and was still a
person of interest in the mat-
ter. 

Fitzgerald, whom they also
want to question concerning a
separate matter, was at that
time considered to be armed
and extremely dangerous.

Also known as Gary
Cooper or CT, he was
described as brown-skinned
with dark brown eyes, about
5ft 10ins tall, of average
build and weighs 170 to 180
pounds.

Anyone with information
which might assist police
investigations is asked to con-
tact the Central Detective
Unit at 350-3106 to 9, or 352-
9774/ 5 in Grand Bahama.
Police control rooms in
Grand Bahama or Nassau
can be reached at 911. Per-
sons can also contact Crime
Stoppers anonymously at
328-8477.

The family can be reached
via email at helpusfindshan-
na@gmail.com.
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First Christmas
without mother

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

KRISHANNA HIGGS, who has
been missing since January.
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