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Gunman chases
victims on Bay St

Volume: 107  No.312 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2011        PRICE – 75¢  (Abaco and Grand Bahama $1.25)

WEATHER

CLOUDY, 
T-STORM

HIGH  88F
LOW  79F

By DANA SMITH
dsmith@tribunemedia.net

BYSTANDERS were ter-
rified yesterday afternoon
when a gunman chased down
two men through busy streets
and shot them outside the
Esso On The Run gas station
on East Bay Street.

The brazen attacker then
fled the scene in what police
believe was a white coloured
BMW SUV with the aid of a
get-a-way driver, leaving his

victims wounded on the side-
walk.

Witnesses at the gas station
refused to speak about the
incident but employees of
nearby businesses told how
they dropped to the floor
when gunshots rang out.

According to a witness,
who wished to remain anony-
mous, the gunman chased the
men down Fowler Street,
onto the Esso station parking

Two men in
hospital after
being shot
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By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net  

PERSONS found driving
over the proposed legal alco-
hol limit will face a $3,000 fine
or jail time and have their
licences suspended for up to a
year once amendments to the
Road Traffic Act are enacted. 

The new restrictions are a
part Government’s tough
stance on motorists driving
under the influence of drugs or
drink who are believed to be
the ones responsible for most
traffic accidents.

Autopsies of 25 drivers who

By SANCHESKA BROWN
Tribune Staff Reporter
sbrown@tribunemedia.net

THE Royal Bahamas
Defence Force apprehended
106 illegal immigrants  in
waters off the Exumas Tues-
day. 

Officials say the Haitian
vessel was spotted 15 nauti-

By LAMECH JOHNSON
ljohnson@tribunemedia.net

TWO teenagers were
arraigned in Magistrate’s Court
yesterday afternoon in connec-
tion with a $13,000 armed rob-
bery incident four days ago.

Ross Heastie and Ryan
Munnings – both 19 years old –
appeared before gun court Mag-
istrate Joyanne Pratt-Ferguson
where they were charged with
robbery, receiving, and firearm
and ammunition possession.

The prosecution alleges that
on Sunday, October 23, the
accused men robbed Carl
Darville of $13,800. They were
charged with receiving $6,150 of
the stolen funds that belonged to
Mr Darville and possessing a .38
Smith Revolver and three bul-
lets for the weapon.

The victim was making a
deposit at Bank of the Bahamas
on Shirley Street around 5pm
when the robbery took place.
The man had contacted the

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net  

POLICE will have more time
to investigate serious crimes
once amendments to the Road
Traffic Act are enacted into
law, said Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham. 

As he wrapped up the House
of Assembly’s debate on the
amendments last night, Mr
Ingraham said in this time of
high crime the last thing police
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THE BLOODY SHIRT of one of the gunshot victims lies in the road after the incident yesterday, which saw
two men being chased through the streets of downtown Nassau before being shot on East Bay St.

Photo: Felipé Major/Tribune Staff

POLICE TO GET EXTRA
TIME TO INVESTIGATE

SUPER Value announced
today a major expansion of
its business in organic, spe-
cialty foods, ice creams,
cheeses, and dairy products
as well as frozen foods and
other healthy offerings. 

Speaking exclusively with
The Tribune and The BigT,
Mr Rupert Roberts, the food-
store chain’s president, said
that “while the economy is
not conducive to widespread

expansion of the company,
Bahamian consumers are
demanding more and more
health conscious products. 

“We have not grown to be
the largest supermarket chain
by not responding to our
Bahamian customers,” Mr
Roberts said. “We are now
providing them with the most
choices at the lowest prices.

“We are adding more cool-
ers, more refrigeration space,
new scanners, new warehouse
systems and refrigeration
units,”  he said. “And because
of The Big T we’re adding 25
more checkout lanes through-
out the stores, as well as new
carts and a host of other
improvements.

“We have heard and

answered the Bahamians’
request to eat healthier. We
are increasing our organic,
diet, vegetarian, vegan and
more specialty products and
the space we devote to them,
starting with our stores in
Cable Beach, Top-of-the Hill,
Mackey Street and Winton,

SUPER VALUE TO EXPAND
...and extra lanes thanks to the Big T too!
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Two male
residents of Bimini were tak-
en into custody by police in
connection with the discov-

ery and seizure of a quantity
of illegal drugs on Grand
Bahama. 

ASP Clarence Reckley
reported that the men, ages
41 and 24 years of Bailey
Town, were stopped by Drug
Enforcement Unit officers
around 3.25pm on Tuesday
on Queens Boulevard. 

While searching their vehi-
cle, officers discovered four
taped packages containing
suspected marijuana in a
green and black duffle bag on
the rear passenger seat. 

ASP Reckley stated that
the drugs seized weighs 29
pounds and has an estimated
street value of $29,000. 

He said the men are assist-
ing police with their investi-
gation.
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Bahamas Home and
Builders Tradeshow
and Energy Exhibition

20
11

The Best of Professionals in every area you could 
need for building, renovations, repairs and more! 

Friday, November 4th at 6:00pm  (By Invite Only)

Saturday, November 5th at 9:00am (Free Admission) 

Sunday, November 6th at 9:00am (Free Admission) 

Wyndham Nassau Resort Ballroom
Cable Beach, Nassau,The Bahamas

Secure Your

Booth Space Today!

Visit Our Website,

Register To Exhibit

www.bahcon
.com

The Bahamas Home & Builders Show (BHBS) is the largest annual consumer trade show in the Bahamas. The 
BHBS offers the largest display of products and materials in more than 200 construction product categories 
and attracts more than 3,000 professionals and consumers from around The Bahamas and The Caribbean.
Despite the challenging state of the worlds’ economy, professionals and consumers alike should use this 
opportunity to increase efficiencies, re-tool their businesses and continue to educate themselves in order to 
be ready for all business opportunities. Log on today to our website for more information about the show 
and to download  exhibitor’s, advertising and attendees registration forms.

PREVIOUS EXHIBITORS:
Assured Financial Services
Bahamas Foam Insulations

Bahamian Paint Supply
Best Buy Furniture

Cabinet World
Carpet World

Designer Concrete Solutions
Enviroscape Inc.

Green Cleaners Bahamas
HomeKo

Home Depot
Instiuarch Magazine

Interior Exterior
Island Sight and Sound

J. R. Electric Ltd. 
Jolly Roger

Kelly's Lumber Yard
Lowe's Home Centre
Marathon Bahamas

Master Technicians Ltd. 
Paint Suppliers

Planet Trading Group
Precision Industries

Professional Pest Control
The Hardware Boutique

The Paint Depot
The Paint Place

Triple H. Custom Designers
Trupine Products

Western Hardware and Lumber

Free Give-Aways, Products, Seminars,Training and more.
$50,000  Worth of Prizes and Giveaways!

MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT

For more Info contact the office at 376-8463 or 454-1022 or email: info@bahahcon.com or admin@bahcon.com.

A L L T H E I N F O R M A T I O N Y O U N E E D U N D E R O N E R O O F !

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Grand
Bahama Police have arrested
one man and are searching
for two others involved in a
home invasion and armed
robbery at Pioneers Loop ear-
ly Wednesday morning.

ASP Clarence Reckley,
assistant press liaison officer,
reported that police received
a report around 5.28am that
three men had jumped over
a fence in a nearby yard.

According to reports, the
suspects had kicked in the
front door to gain entry to a

residence, where they held up
the occupants and demanded
cash.

Several police units were
dispatched to the area to
investigate. While in the area,
officers observed three sus-
pects fleeing from a home.

Mr Reckley said officers
pursued the suspects and were
able to apprehend one man
who is assisting them with
their investigations.

A firearm and several
rounds of ammunition were
also recovered, along with
some items that were taken
from the home.

The matter is under active
investigations.

SEARCH UNDER WAY
AFTER HOME INVASION

TWO MEN ARRESTED
OVER DRUGS FIND

By DANA SMITH
dsmith@tribunemedia.net

RELATIVES and friends
of Rev Prince Hepburn
remember him fondly as a
charitable man who lived a
life “full of purpose”.

Rev Hepburn died on
Tuesday evening of natural
causes at his home in Bain
Town. He was 92.

Born July 11, 1919 at the
Cove, Cat Island, Rev Hep-
burn dedicated his life to
charity.

One of his more eminent
accomplishments was the
foundation of the Star of the
Bahamas Charity Guide in
1940, an organisation that
offers an annual summer
camp to underprivileged boys
and girls.

Sonia Marshall, the daugh-
ter of Rev Hepburn,
described her late father as:
“A charitable person, a disci-
plinarian, a strong and
focused individual.

“We remember him as
somebody with a golden heart
towards the underprivileged
boys and girls of this nation.

“Charity was his gift and he
went after his gift with a pas-
sion.

“We are saddened, but it’s
mixed emotions,” Mrs Mar-
shall said. “Because he’s been
with us for so many years, we
will miss him but he’s done
so much – he lived a life full
of purpose.”

Sir Durward Knowles, a
childhood friend of Rev Hep-
burn, said the two were very
close. According to friends,
Rev Hepburn was a part of
the Knowles household,
almost as a child of the family.

“I’ve known him all my life,
he was a brother to me,” Sir
Durward said. “He was a
Christian gentleman and one
of the finest Bahamians you
could ever meet. I had the
greatest respect for him.”

In addition to his work with
the Bahamas Charity Guide,
Rev Hepburn was president
of the Bahamas Brotherhood,
an organisation known for
providing an annual Christ-
mas treat for more than 2,000
underprivileged children.

He also founded the Cat
Island Association in 1958 to
promote the welfare of the
children of central Cat Island.

Likewise, he was the
founder of the Women’s Mis-
sionary Council of the
Bahamas and served on the
Licensing Authority Board
for four years.

Rev Hepburn served as
chairman of the Child Pro-

tection Committee for two
years, as a member of the
Ministry of Education Advi-
sory Council for five years,
and as a member of the Advi-
sory Council Committee on
Welfare and Social develop-
ment.

He also served on the
Bahamas Red Cross Council
for 30 years.

Rev Hepburn received sev-
eral accolades and awards
during his lifetime:

• In 1966 he was honoured
by Queen Elizabeth II,
becoming invested into the
Queen's Order of Chivalry
for his services to the people
of the Bahamas.

• In 1978 he received the
annual humanitarian award
from the Bahamas Elks Asso-
ciation.

• In 1946 he was appointed
Justice of the Peace.

• In 1961 he received the
Constitution Medal for Out-
standing Service.

• In 1993 the Ministry of
Youth and Personal Devel-
opment presented him with
the National Youth Leaders
Recognition Award.

Mrs Marshall said: “I can
truly say that our father has
walked with the rich and
famous, with kings and
queens, but he still remained
lowly and humble.

“He preferred to live in the
Bain Town area. That was
where he wanted to be, that
was where his heart lived,”
she said.

“He lived there all his life
and he died there. He lived
his way.”

TRIBUTES PAID TO
CHARITY CHAMPION

REV PRINCE HEPBURN, who
has died aged 92

 



By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

HURRICANE repairs and
assistance continue through-
out the southern Bahamas
nearly two months after the
passage of Hurricane Irene.

Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham yesterday gave an
update to parliament on the
situation in Acklins, Crooked
Island, Long Cay and
Mayaguana in the aftermath
of powerful storm.

The repair and restoration
phase of the NEMA assis-
tance programme began in
the southern Bahamas on
September 19 and is ongoing,
Mr Ingraham said.

According to the prime
minister, 105 homes in Ack-
lins were impacted by Hurri-
cane Irene, 17 of which sus-
tained major damage with
one completely destroyed.

More than $152,500 has
been spent on the purchase
and shipment of materials for
Acklins so far, Mr Ingraham
said.

He said 47 people have
received materials from the
first delivery to Acklins and a
second shipment departed
Nassau on Tuesday, which
should have arrived yester-
day.

The first repairs have
already commenced on the
homes of senior citizens, who
were designated a priority.

In addition, Mr Ingraham
said, “two teams of residents
from Acklins of nine individ-
uals will be engaged to com-
mence repairs on additional
homes following the arrival
of the second shipment of
building materials.”

As a result of complaints
from Acklins regarding the
distribution of relief goods,
Mr Ingraham said a retired
Defence Force officer is being
dispatched to the island to
oversee the aid efforts.

The director of NEMA will
also be visiting Acklins before
the end of the week, he said,
adding that this will delay the
start of the next phase of
repairs.

Mr Ingraham reported that
44 homes were damaged in
Crooked Island, six incurring
major damage while one was
completely destroyed.

He said: “Building materi-
als have been purchased for
NEMA’s repair programme
in Crooked Island at a cost of
some $16,000”.

Repairs on 12 homes have
been completed so far and
additional building materials
are en route to Crooked
Island, Mr Ingraham said.

When the supplies arrive,
nine residents will be engaged
to complete repairs on 15-20
houses, he said.

In Mayaguana, 79 homes
were damaged by the hurri-
cane, but fortunately all sus-
tained only minor damage
and most require only roof
repairs, the prime minister
said.

Repairs on four homes
have been completed and
more supplies are expected
to arrive in Mayaguana this
week.

Additional repairs on
homes, primarily the homes
of senior citizens, will take
place over the next three
weeks and will cost $8,638 in
wages, Mr Ingraham said.

The NEMA repair pro-
gramme benefits senior citi-
zens and other disadvantaged
residents who qualify.

In other cases, building sup-
plies are provided to home
owners who are able to organ-
ise their own repairs without
further help from NEMA.

MEXICO IN PATH

MEXICO (AP) - Mean-
while, tourists fleeing Hurri-
cane Rina crowded Cancun’s
airport yesterday, even as the
cyclone lost some of its punch
on a course for Mexico’s
resort-studded Caribbean
coast.

Authorities evacuated some
fishing communities and
closed schools along the coast
of Mexico's Yucatan penin-
sula, and NASA cut short an
undersea laboratory mission
near Key Largo, Florida,
bringing the crew back to
land.

Rina is forecast to remain a
hurricane as it sweeps along
Mexico's most popular tourist
destinations Cancun,
Cozumel and the Riviera
Maya, on Thursday, though
forecasters predicted it would
continue to weaken.

Rina’s maximum sustained
winds dropped to 85 mph
(135 kph) Wednesday after-
noon, down from 110 mph
(175 kph) earlier in the day. It
was about 190 miles (305 kilo-
meters) south-southeast of the
island of Cozumel, and was
moving to the west- northwest
at about 5 mph (7 kph).

Lines snaked to the ticket
counters in the crowded Can-
cun airport as jumbo airlin-
ers headed to Canada and
Europe waited in pouring
rain. Many travelers said they
had already scheduled to
leave Wednesday. But Janet
Gallo, 41, of New York City
decided to cut short her five-
day trip to Playa del Carmen.

The projected track shows
Rina curving east toward
Cuba and the Straits of Flori-

da by early next week, though
the Hurricane Center cau-
tioned “there is great uncer-
tainty as to where Rina will
be located by the weekend”.
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SHIPS SHELTERING FROM
RINA IN THE BAHAMAS 

AS HURRICANE RINA builds elsewhere in the Caribbean, the Bahamas has become a port safe from the storm, with more ships pulling in for
safe harbour. The hurricane is expected to continue moving towards Mexico’s coast before edging back towards Cuba, although there is “great
uncertainty” over Rina’s path by the weekend. Photo: Felipé Major/Tribune Staff

PEOPLE AT the airport in Mexi-
co, looking to catch a flight out
of the path of Hurricane Rina.

...but meanwhile repairs still go
on in southern islands after Irene

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

It is a given that the nation
is in a polarised state. The art
of “class” warfare is alive and
well. Divisions abound among
our people and The Bahamas
is lurching from pillar to post.
All, however, is not yet lost
and we need not, at this time,
write the obituary for our
beautiful country. Yes, there
are a number of serious chal-
lenges and more than enough
societal and economic “bar-
barians” at the proverbial
gates.

It is my humble submission,
however, that if we were to
take a less politically tribalism
approach that most of what
ails us can and will be cured.
Let us take a close look at
crime; it’s alleged causes and
suggested solutions. While we
are at it, let us not neglect to
figure out why our infrastruc-
tural work in New Providence
is in such a shambles. Of
course, we must also ask the
hard question: “Is the Prime
Minister up to the daunting
tasks which confront him?”

Crime and the fear of crime
are literally killing The
Bahamas. Far too many mis-
guided persons have lambasted
the current Minister of Nation-
al Security and sought to blame
him for the state of crime in
our nation. Is this, however, a
fair and balanced status quo?
Crime begins within the inner
mind of an individual. It is
absolutely impossible for the
Minister or the police to enter
the mind of an individual and
determine, in advance, that he
or she will commit or is dis-
posed to commit a crime.

We must find the ways and
means to encourage rehabili-
tation and the literal trans-
formation of the thought
processes of recalcitrant anti-
social individuals, especially
the more youthful ones. A
dedicated form or system of
“urban renewal” must be
implemented in short order,
by whatever name you’d wish.
All of this unnecessary politi-
cally charged in your face
must cease and desist.

The state of our major roads
in New Providence is beyond
the pale. The Permanent Sec-
retary and the substantive
Minister of Works are, appar-
ently, oblivious to the grid lock
which the road builder has cre-
ated by the disjointed schedule
of work. Traffic flows are
extremely frustrating and have
led to a massive decrease in
productivity of many workers
and managers. 

Why not fix or rehabilitate
one road at a time? Why not
deploy the traffic and other
police officers in the known
“hot” spots instead of having
large numbers of them hang-
ing around; looking pretty
and doing absolutely nothing?
What is the erstwhile Com-
missioner of Police saying or
doing about this? In fact,
where is he? 

The Rt Hon Prime Minister
used to have “the fire” in his
belly, so to speak but, I pos-
tulate, that he has long ago
lost it. He seems to be on
cruise control as is, apparent-
ly, the nation at large. A slew
of potentially bogus bills were
recently presented in the
House of Assembly (and we
spell ‘assembly’ with an ‘a’,
thank God). The PM is well
aware that these are not going
anywhere any time soon.

Nor will they be all things
to all men as we go into the
electoral mode. No doubt, the
right honourable gentleman
and his hapless colleagues on
the front bench mean well but
the road to hell, historically,
has always been paved with
good intentions and a mas-
sive dose of shaving cream.
Nothing has changed.

To attempt, perhaps uncon-
stitutionally, to impose mini-
mum and maximum punish-
ment guidelines and to agree
to a parliamentary inquiry
into the effectiveness of The
Royal Bahamas Police Force

due to public hysterics is not
progressive or conducive to
nation building.

What will such attempts do
to the independence and
effectiveness of the judiciary?
What will they do to the over-
all morale of the police force?
Is the veil between the sepa-
ration of the three branches of
government being lifted and,
if so, what will the lasting
repercussions be? Talking
what might appear or
designed to appear as a good
talk is one thing. To drag the
judiciary and the police into
the harsh and glaring arena
of politics is another.

The PM’s shelf life may
well be at an ignoble end.
Like he would have shouted
at his greatest benefactor and
mentor, publicly, in the hon-
ourable House of Assembly
(or is it the House of the ‘A’s)
not too many years ago: ‘It is
time to go.........’, does that
same unwarranted outburst
now apply to him?

I used to love and admire
the PM with an unbridled
affection. Time, however,
alters many, if not all, cases
of infatuation and delusions.
It is always painful to realise
that the object of one’s pas-
sion is yet another individual
made of brittle clay. Realis-
tic decisions are not being
made, in my view and not
enough, if anything, is being
done to heal the national
wounds. To God then, in all
of these mundane things, be
the glory.

ORTLAND H BODIE Jr
Nassau,
October 7, 2011.
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HE’S MAYOR of a city where Democrats
and organised labour are famous for working
side by side, but Rahm Emanuel is now turn-
ing up the heat on Chicago’s unions.

Emanuel has ridiculed the practice of pay-
ing heavy equipment operators overtime just
to get ready for work. He’s invited private
trash haulers to square off against city crews
to see who does a better, cheaper job. And
he’s called out transit workers for getting
paid time off not only for their birthdays,
but for the day they landed their jobs.

Mayors and governors across the country
have criticised organised labour in their efforts
to ease budget problems. But the public spats
between union leaders and the former White
House chief of staff are a brand-new specta-
cle in Chicago, where for generations unions
have kept a tight hold on many jobs and
played an important role in the party political
machine that kept mayors in office.

“It’s an effort to demonise the workforce,”
complained Robert Kelly, president of the
Amalgamated Transit Union Local 308,
which city officials blamed this month for
the need to cut $277 million in public trans-
portation funds.

Since taking office in May, Emanuel has
portrayed himself as the champion of tax-
payers and even the city’s schoolchildren as
he targets the overtime pay, perks and work
schedules of teachers, garbage collectors and
other workers in the three dozen unions that
represent more than 60,000 city employees.

Union leaders recall heated differences
with Emanuel’s predecessor, Mayor Richard
M Daley. But Daley, they say, kept most of
the disputes behind closed doors. Emanuel
has confronted them in headlines and nearly
weekly news conferences.

Emanuel, a former Clinton administration
aide and congressman, has taken tough stands
against organised labour before, particularly
during the 1994 negotiations for the North
American Free Trade Agreement.

But he came into the mayor’s office less
reliant on the unions than his predecessors,
due to the more independent coalition that
helped him get elected. 

“He’s calculated that organised labour in
this city is in a less powerful position to inflict
some sort of pain,” said Robert Bruno, a
professor of labour and employment rela-
tions at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
“Unlike previous mayors who maintained a
level of diplomacy, he’s calculated that he
can take these public stands, that he can be
so confrontational.”

Emanuel spokeswoman Chris Mather said
the complaints ignore all that Emanuel and
the unions have done together since he took
office. The two sides passed a “comprehen-
sive wellness plan”, she said, referring to a
programme to manage chronic health prob-
lems for city workers.

“We are working with them to competi-
tively bid city services,” and city officials
just sealed a deal governing much-debated
union rules at the mammoth McCormick
Place convention centre. “That’s huge.”

At a time when people line up for jobs
that pay little more than minimum wage,
Emanuel has been quick to note examples
such as one sanitation worker whose over-
time alone in the first four months of the
year totalled nearly $38,000.

“Nobody takes advantage of city taxpayers
as if they’re dumb money,” Emanuel said
shortly after announcing he would lay off
625 city workers, including some at the water
department’s call centre and custodians at
airports and libraries, because union leaders
wouldn’t bring costs down.

“I’m not looking to beat labour. I want
them to be a partner,” said Emanuel, who
said he recognises the role organised labour
plays in the “economic and cultural fabric of
our society”. But, he said, “You cannot be a
full partner if what you say is, ‘Everybody
has to put skin in the game but us’.”

After taking office, Emanuel swiftly began
pushing changes to city work rules, such as
one he says pays $8 an hour more to mechan-
ics than to machinists. He also wants to stop
paying garbage collectors more when they
work alone than when working with some-
one else, when the amount of work doesn’t
change.

He cancelled a raise due to teachers and is
battling the teachers’ union over his promise
to lengthen school days. He recently
launched what might be called the Trash
Olympics to see whether public or private
employees do the best job on Chicago’s recy-
cling collection.

Emanuel also successfully pushed for unions
that represent carpenters and truck drivers to
eliminate rules that trade groups said raised
their costs and dissuaded them from holding
conventions at McCormick Place. Among oth-
er things, the rules prohibited exhibitors from
unloading their own vehicles and using their
own tools to set up booths.

Union leaders insist that beating them is
precisely what Emanuel has set out to do.
They say he is not giving the public the whole
story. For example, they say, his call to save
$234,000 in overtime pay by cutting 30 minutes
of “prep time” for hoisting engineers fails to
mention it saves the city even more money
because other workers aren’t waiting around
for the equipment to warm up.

Transit workers take exception to the
notion they’re pampered. “The reason why
you give people birthdays (and anniversary
days) off is because in the private sector
they get more holidays,” said Jorge Ramirez,
president of the Chicago Federation of
Labour. “You can’t shut the system down, so
you get creative”.

One after another, union leaders com-
plain that they learn about Emanuel’s com-
plaints not in meetings with him but in the
media. “They’ve gone on a union-busting
campaign,” said Robert Kelly, the transit
union chief. “And he’s counting on the aver-
age person, especially those (who are) unem-
ployed or are struggling, to be angry at the
unions.”

(By Don Babwin, Associated Press)

Decision
points and 
time to heal

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Even in Chicago, mayor goes after unions

Now through Sat Nov 12 on Mackey St

DURING
NASSAU GLASS COMPANY’S

ART GALLERY 
& LIGHTING CENTRE
Pre~Christmas Sale

AMOS FERGUSON ORIGINALS

Take advantage of this opportunity to save!
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supply of  

Amos 

paintings 
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Don’t 
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on owning a

cherished 

Amos Original!

EDITOR, The Tribune.

I must congratulate John
Issa of Breezes Hotel for
making it known that pure
casino resorts no longer have
that magnetism.

Unless we are totally asleep,
what is coming to Miami and
Miami Beach with the pro-
posed 3-Destination Resorts
of the top US Casino-Hotel
companies will shoot all that is
said to be “best in class” off
the map at Baha Ma.

Ask yourself – what attracts
visitors to Atlantis? Anyone
employed at Atlantis will tell
you – the aquarium and
amenities (slides) by far.

What is Baha Ma going to
offer to challenge?

Macau is the global centre
of large mega resort invest-
ments, everyone who is some-
one is there and all are mak-
ing enormous profits, but as I
mention above Miami and
Miami Beach could bring all
the US players on our
doorsteps and then what?

The state of Massachusetts
has recently also approved

casino licenses, the north-east
is one of the areas where The
Bahamas traditionally pull
visitors from. 150 miles east
of Mississippi there is organ-
ised gaming of some kind.

Were the words of Sir Sol
Kerzner absolutely correct?
A staged introduction at Baha
Ma made enormous sense as
Atlantis’ GM said recently,
he is unaware of where the
airlift to fill 3,500 rooms
(7,000 beds) is going to come
from plus Atlantis.

Jamaica has recently
approved the granting of casi-
no licenses to mega, Baha Ma
like projects and the same
folks who are developing
Albany are heavily involved
in one project...$2.5 billion.

In recent World Tourism
Awards, The Bahamas was
not placed again...many who
are sensible looking at The
Bahamas Tourism product
ask – is it still better In The
Bahamas?

H. HUMES,
Nassau,
October 24, 2011

Bahamas still a good bet?

         



and eventually to the other
larger stores.

“Why more checkout
lanes? Because we have seen
a big increase in business
since we started doing
coupons with The BigT,” said
a smiling Mr Roberts.

“We will have hundreds of
new items to the thousands
of items you can already get
here at the best prices,” he
added.

“Our success is service, ser-
vice, service. We give the peo-
ple what they are demanding
and our consumers are ask-

ing for a bigger variety, better
value and healthier choices
without all these preserva-
tives.”

Clifton Fernander, Direc-
tor of Perishable Merchan-
dising, who has been with
Super Value for 37 years, said
that “we have reorganised
and modernised our business
from the inside in order to
handle the growth and expect-
ed demand in our new and
expanded offerings”.

“We have just completed
replacing our warehouse
refrigeration system with a
new state-of-the-art cold stor-
age system costing over half a
million dollars. We also have
implemented one of the new
state-of-the-art store-to-ware-
house inventory/ordering sys-
tems in order to get groceries
and perishables to the stores
in the most efficient, effective
and freshest manner,” Mr
Fernander said. “At our
Cable Beach store, we are
adding 12 feet of dairy along
with 20 feet of specialty ice
cream cases, 24 feet of new
specialty frozen foods, 24 feet
of new specialty grocery
items, such as European
bagels, pastas, teas, drinks,
juices and 16 feet of multi-

deck cheeses,” added Mr Fer-
nander.  

“We are also adding new
similar equipment to the
Mackey Street Top-Of-The-
Hill and next year to Winton
and the other larger stores,”
Mr Fernander explained.

“We are bringing in prod-
ucts from Robert's Bakery,
the third largest bakery in the
UK. They bake over 2 mil-
lion loaves and rolls a week.
Products such as onion bread,
tomato and olive bread, cran-
berry bread for Christmas and
real English muffins and
crumpets.

“Coupled with those offer-
ings,” he said, “we’ll bring in
Wright’s pies. The ex-pats will
remember and love the steak
and kidney pies, chicken and
mushroom as well as Cornish
pastries and sausage rolls. No
need to pay overweight
charges on your BA flight as
you can pick up the freshest,
best tasting products at your
neighbourhood SuperValue
as soon as you land or every
week,” Mr Fernander added.

“We’re not done, we’re
bringing in the English bacon,
Yorkshire pudding, cod in

butter sauce, Rani
Indian pre-cooked
exceptional quality
hand-made restau-
rant style Indian
meals and sauces.

“I’m not done
yet,” said Mr Fer-
nander, “because
we’re also bringing
in Iceland frozen
foods without any
genetically modi-
fied ingredients in
their brands as
well as a host of organic
items from KeHE distribu-
tors, one of the world’s largest
health food organizations.

“We’re bringing in new
organic products, such as
yogurts, cheese, ice creams,
pastas,  organic chicken,
lamb, WAGYU beef. And
for those who have particular
religious affiliations, such as
our Jewish brothers, we’re
bringing Kosher items as
well.

“Last, but by no means
least, we’re now bringing in 
Scottish smoked salmon and
English and French cheeses
for all those party appetisers.
You name it, we got it.

“Mr Roberts
has always preached service,
service service as the mantra
to the success of Super Value
and so we’re delighted to be
announcing these enhance-
ments,” said Mr Fernander. 

He lauged: “If you can't
find it in our stores, then
please give us a ring at the
head office. We’ll find it and
if we can’t find it and bring it
in for you, then it  ain’t
made! 

“Most of the construction
will be finished by early Jan-
uary, but the products will be
available and will be adver-
tised effectively from today.”
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SUPER VALUE
TO EXPAND

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

THE MACKEY STREET Super Value store which, along with
the Cable Beach store, will benefit from the expansion, lead-
ing to the addition of new ranges, such as English foods from
Wright’s, such as the one pictured right

ONE OF the new refrigeration
systems at Super Value that is
a crucial part of the expansion.
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PM URGES ELIGIBLE
VOTERS TO REGISTER

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

PRIME Minister Hubert
Ingraham urged all eligible vot-
ers to register as soon as possible.

Speaking in the House of
Assembly yesterday, Mr Ingra-
ham said: “There is still an
opportunity to register to vote
in the next general elections.
Bahamians who are eligible to
vote are urged to do so – last
minute registrations ought to
be avoided. Our system of reg-
istration of voters is unique;
perhaps the most democratic
and fair in our region – a new
register of voters must be pre-
pared every five years.”

With the Boundaries Com-
mission already appointed, Mr
Ingraham said it is the govern-
ment’s aim to achieve the fairest
distribution of seats according
to the country’s geography and
population – which can only be
accomplished with up-to-date
information on the distribution
of registered voters.

Individuals seeking to regis-
ter should bring proof of citi-
zenship such as a valid pass-
port; a birth certificate and a
valid ID or documentation; or a
current voters card and appro-
priate documentation.

In New Providence, voter reg-
istration centres are open Mon-
day to Friday, 10am to 4pm, at:
• Parliamentary Registration
Department, Farrington Road
• Town Centre and Marathon malls
• General Post Office, East Hill
Street
• Carmichael Post Office
• Elizabeth Estates Post Office
• Super Value, Mackey Street
• National Insurance Board,
Baillou Hill Road
• Lynden Pindling Internation-
al Airport

Evening registration, between
5pm and 7pm, takes place at Par-
liamentary Registration Depart-
ment and at Marathon Mall.

In Grand Bahama, the Par-
liamentary Registration
Department and NIB building
are open for voter registration
Monday to Friday, 9.30am to
4pm and 5pm to 7pm.

The Post Office on Explor-
er’s Way is open for registra-
tion Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, from 10am to 3pm and
the Eight Mile Rock East
Township Building are open
from 10am to 3pm.

Family Island residents can
register at the Administrator’s
Office during normal working
hours.

PRIME
MINISTER
Hubert
Ingraham
has urged
eligible vot-
ers not to
wait until
the last
minute to
register.
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Upgrade valid on compact and intermediate cars, on rentals of 4 days or more. Offer ends December 10, 2011 and 
is subject to availability. Rates, terms and conditions subject to change without notice.

CDW + taxes + fees + unlimited miles + 
free double upgrade

alamo.com

CONGRATULATIONS YOU JUST GOT A

For reservations please contact:
Going Places Travel at (242) 393.6900 | (786) 245.0520 | 1.800.468.3334.
Be sure to request rate code RC1 and coupon code AU4368BJZ.

Full-Size car as low as

$210US WEEKLY
IN FLORIDA
when using the 
upgrade coupon
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PEDIATRICIAN Dr
Paul Hunt, one of the Med-
ical and Dental Associa-
tion’s 2011 honorees, donat-
ed his award to a local shel-
ter for children.

Dr Freeman Lockhart, a
member of the association,
presented the cash prize
to Brennamae Rolle-
Cooper, administrator of
the Grand Bahama Chil-
dren’s Home (GBCH), on
Tuesday.

“We were thrilled to hear
that Dr Hunt would be so
generous to our home – it
really goes above and
beyond his role as a doctor,”
said Mrs Cooper.

“This donation will be
used to help our ongoing
expenses and we want to

thank Dr Paul Hunt and the
entire Medical and Dental
Association for their con-
tinued support of our chil-
dren.”

:LQ�)5((�0DPPRJUDPV�IRU�OLIH�

DOCTOR GOES BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY

DR FREEMAN LOCKHART donates money to the Grand Bahama
Children’s Home. Receiving the donation are Brennamae Rolle-Coop-
er, and Enzy Jones, GBCH assistant administrator.

‘‘WWee wweerree
tthhrriilllleedd ttoo
hheeaarr tthhaatt DDrr
HHuunntt wwoouulldd
bbee ssoo ggeenneerr--
oouuss ttoo oouurr
hhoommee’’

Brennamae
Rolle-Cooper 

        



THE recent high electricity
bills are a sign that the
Bahamas needs to adopt alter-
native energy solutions, Min-
ister of State for the Environ-
ment Phenton Neymour said.

He was speaking on Octo-
ber 24, as the Ministry of the
Environment launched Ener-
gy Awareness Week at the
Paul Farquharson Centre on
East Street.

Mr Neymour said: “The sys-
temic nature of this problem
demands that a holistic
approach be taken.

“One approach requires
tracking down each unit of
energy wasted, to minimise
the need for future expansion
of infrastructure.

“It must be recognised,
however, that while reliance
on tried and proven technolo-
gies, both renewable and non-
renewable, provides a level of
certainty in the short term,
without focused research and
development of emerging
technologies, the likelihood of
establishing indigenous forms
of clean technology diminish
rapidly.”

Mr Neymour discussed the
potential of solar water
heaters, which the govern-
ment has been testing for sev-
eral months. 

He said: “Typical systems
include a storage tank, a col-
lector panel and a fluid to
transfer the energy from the
sun to the water.

“There are many different

types, each having their rela-
tive advantages and disadvan-
tages, however a very efficient
type, the thermosiphon model,
is the most used world wide. It
saves on investment and main-
tenance cost and is presently
being installed in government
provided homes here in the
Bahamas as a part of a pilot
project.”

But, Mr Neymour said,
renewable energy technolo-
gies will encounter a number
of challenges in the Bahamas.

“Among these are the lack
of awareness among potential
users, the lack of knowledge
and skill among the local work
force, the high initial cost of
equipment, and the need for
further incentives,” he said.

During Energy Awareness
Week, the ministry will con-
duct a series of school visits
to promote energy efficiency
and  “encourage students to
explore new and bright ideas
in energy,” Mr Neymour
added.
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The Mercedes-Benz C-Class
Your most enjoyable drive ever.

The Mercedes-Benz C-Class is a pleasure
to behold offering a new interpretation of
driving pleasure. Its taut lines lend it an
air of effortless superiority while the wide
radiator grille and distinctive rear section
announce a vehicle with a real presence
and dynamic personality. 

Few cars can compete with its ability to
adjust so many facets of its character –
from the interior to the drive technology – 
so quickly and precisely in response 

to external conditions and your own
particular needs. The key to this flexible
response is the standard-fit Agility
Control Package which includes 
selective damping.

The interior offers noticeably more 
space and a more distinctive atmosphere
to suit your taste. As you will see, the 
C-Class is the perfect embodiment 
of the Mercedes-Benz philosophy.

Tyreflex Star Motors
Wulff Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas, Tel 242.325.4961 • Fax 242.323.4667

OUR PARTS DEPARTMENT IS FULLY STOCKED WITH EVERY
COMPONENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR MERCEDES
RUNS TROUBLE FREE. TRAINED TECHNICIANS ON DUTY.

MINISTER OF State for the Environment, Phenton Neymour discusses the benefits of decreasing the nation’s
dependence on fossil fuels. On his right is Minister of the Environment, Earl Deveaux. 

Photo: Gena Gibbs/BIS

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CALL BY MINISTER
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October 27th - November 5th

MONTAGU MP Loretta
Butler-Turner is asking cre-
ative youngsters from across
her constituency to design an
official greeting card in time
for Christmas.

Tomorrow, Mrs Butler-
Turner will launch the con-
stituency’s first Christmas
card competition and is asking
residents between the ages of
16 and 25 to create a card
with a “Montagu” theme –

depicting aspects of the pic-
turesque constituency.

A panel of independent
judges will decide the top
three cards.

The winning design will be
printed on cards to be sent to
constituents, friends and even
foreign colleagues and partners.

Additionally, the winner
will receive an Apple iPad,
with the second and third
place finishers receiving cash

prizes and having their
designs featured on the back
of the cards.

Entries should be marked
“Montagu Christmas card
competition” and can be
dropped of at the Montagu
Constituency headquarters,
66 Village Road, or emailed
to Montaguchristmascard@
gmail.com.

The closing date for entries
is Friday, November 18.

FUNDS raised during a police band con-
cert last week in Freeport were donated to
the Home for the Aged. From left: Inspector
Kevin Mortimer; Acting Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police Emrick Seymour; Agatha

Thompson, administrator of Grand Bahama
Home for the Aged; Sgt Ellen Strachan; officer
Cordell Capron.

Photo: Vandyke Hepburn

FUNDS RAISED DURING POLICE 
CONCERT TO HELP THE AGED

YOUNG ARTISTS TO GET
INTO CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
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lot, and then onto Bay Street.
Although the official police

statement released last night
contained few details, law
enforcement sources say the
attack may have been gang
related.

There are conflicting
reports on how many gunshot
wounds the victims received.
One source states one victim
received five wounds, while
the other received three.
Another source claims each
received two gun shot
wounds.

Employees of Marlin
Marine, a store directly
across the street from the gas
station, said they heard gun
shots, but didn’t see any-
thing.

“I heard shots and I lie
down on the ground, that’s all
I did,” said one man. 

“There wasn’t no other

choice. I don’t want get hit
by no stray bullets. No ‘S’ on
my chest – no Superman
here.”

Another employee heard
the shots but claimed he
thought the gunfire was Hal-
loween festivities.

“I was in the back in the
workshop when I hear shots,”
he stated. 

“I thought it was a fire-
cracker,  it ’s  Halloween
time.”

Nikesha Wallace, the man-
ager of Esso gas station, was
not present when the shooting
occurred and only offered: “I
honestly don't know anything,
I reached work late. I wish I
could tell you something, but
I don't know what hap-
pened.”

The victims, Kevin John-
son, 45, and Franky Pierre,
40, are both listed in stable
condition at Princess Mar-
garet Hospital.

GUNMAN CHASES
VICTIMS ALONG

BAY STREET
ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

     



died in traffic accidents in 2010
revealed that 17 of them had
blood alcohol levels over the
proposed new legal limit, the
House was told yesterday. 

Four of these accident victims
had alcohol and drugs in their
systems, National Security Min-
ister Tommy Turnquest said as
he debated the amendments to
the Road Traffic Act in the
House of Assembly yesterday. 

Although the sample size of
the study is small – only 36 of
44 traffic fatality victims were
studied – Mr Turnquest said it
is sufficient evidence to illus-
trate "the role alcohol plays in

traffic fatalities and by exten-
sion traffic accidents." 

Government hopes the
penalties will deter drunk or
“high” persons from getting
behind the wheel. 

Under the proposed amend-
ments, police will be able to
take breath, blood or urine
samples of motorists who are
suspected of driving under the
influence of a substance. 

The proposed alcohol limits
are 35 micrograms of alcohol
in 100 millilitres of breath; 80
milligrams of alcohol in 100 mil-

lilitres of blood; or 107 mil-
ligrams of alcohol in 100 millil-
itres of urine. 

Mr Turnquest said that care-
fully screened officers will be
trained and certified in the use
of the “breathalysers” and
sobriety testing and will be
posted at specialised units. 

The police force currently
has 25 hand held and two sta-
tionary breath testing devices. 

Under the amendments, a
police officer’s presence will
not be legally required at the
scene of an accident unless a

person is killed, seriously
injured or there is major dam-
aged to a vehicle. 

For the past five years, police
have investigated on average
more than 800 accidents a
month, Mr Turnquest said. 

Once the new law is passed,
drivers will legally be able to
come to an agreement over who
is at fault for an accident and
settle the matter without police
intervention. The amendments
also remove fixed penalty
offences from the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code Act and place
them in the Road Traffic Act. 

This will allow a police offi-
cer to give a traffic offender a
ticket or fixed penalty, giving
them the option to pay a fine
within a time period or have
the matter heard in court. 

Fixed penalties will be lower
than fines given out by magis-
trates and are expected to
reduce the number of traffic
cases that clog the legal system. 

A person who accepts a fixed
penalty – avoiding a court
appearance – will not have a
conviction against them. 
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THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS
Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

need to focus on is an “archaic”
law mandating they investigate
every minor traffic accident. 

Mr Ingraham said the
amendments might upset some
in the insurance industry, who
have for years demanded copies
of police accident reports
before they pay out an accident
claim. 

He said the time has come
for the industry to stop relying
on police to act as insurance
adjusters. 

“Insurance companies in the
Bahamas or those who sell
motor vehicle insurance have
had an easy ride for 60 plus
years. They have had the Gov-
ernment police department to
act as their insurance adjusters.
You are insured and they
would not pay your claim until
they get a report from the
police.” 

He told those in the insur-
ance industry: “Do your own
work, get your own adjuster.
When your house gets burned
down the adjuster comes and
makes a report to the insurance

company and they pay, why
should I treat him differently
for a car than for a house or
business?”

He added that the amend-
ments are part of his adminis-
tration's plan to reduce bureau-
cracy and reform society.

“What modern society has
such an archaic system that says
the police has to investigate
every accident?

“Governments of the
Bahamas have (for some time)
been quite happy with the sta-
tus quo. Every time we try and
change things we get all sorts
of opposition from very intelli-
gent people. Even if they vote
for it they will criticise it.”

Under the proposed amend-
ments, a police officer's pres-
ence will not be legally required
at the scene of an accident
unless a person is killed, seri-
ously injured or there is major
damaged to a vehicle. 

Once the new law is passed,
drivers will legally be able to
come to an agreement over
who is at fault for an accident
and settle the matter without
police intervention.

$3,000 FINE IF YOU DRINK AND DRIVEffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee
POLICE TO GET EXTRA TIME TO INVESTIGATE

     



police at this time and told
them that he was robbed by
two males, one being armed
with a hand gun.

Yesterday’s arraignment was
originally set for the early
morning, but had been put
down to 1pm due to charge
dockets not being ready.

Before the arraignment had
taken place, the defendants
were escorted into court in
handcuffs. Heastie was limping
and his right pant’s leg was
torn, showing bandage wraps
on his shin.

When the arraignment took
place and the judge read the
charges to both defendants, she
informed them that the robbery
and receiving charges were
“electable” offences that could
be tried before the Magistrate’s
Court or the Supreme Court
and a jury.

They pleaded not guilty to
all offences and elected to have
the robbery and receiving
charges heard before Court 9
presided over by Magistrate
Pratt-Ferguson. 

When the subject of bail was
raised by the judge, the prose-

cution immediately objected to
the accused men receiving a
bond on the basis that both
already had matters pending
before the courts and had
allegedly committed offences
while on bail for the pending
cases.

The prosecution revealed
that Heastie has a “causing
harm” case in Court 1 that
resumes November 17 and a
“grievous harm” case in
Court 10 that continues next
year.

Prosecution noted that the
law stipulates that persons
charged with committing an
offence while on a bond could
be denied bail for the matter
where the punishment for the
offence carried a prison sen-
tence of  more than 12
months.

With regard to Munnings,
the prosecution commented
that the accused was already
on bail for a similar matter –
firearm and ammunition pos-
session – before Magistrate
Pratt-Ferguson on October
31.

At this point, Christina
Galanos, defence attorney for

Heastie and Munnings, told the
court of the alleged beatings
her clients had received from
police while in custody at the
Central Detectives Unit since
Sunday.

She claimed that Heastie,
who she was not allowed to see
until one hour before his
arraignment, was gun-butted
about the body and choked to
the point that a mark was left
on his neck.

The judge noted the police
brutality complaints made and
requested that a name(s) be
given. Ms Galanos on behalf of
her client, told the court that a
Sgt Knowles was one of the
officers who carried out the
attack.

She further claimed that
Heastie was threatened and
forced to sign a police state-
ment that he had never seen or
had knowledge of.

The defence lawyer claimed
that Munnings also shared sim-
ilar experiences while in police
custody where a bag was
allegedly put over his head and
a gun in his mouth that caused
a tooth to chip. Officer Meeres,
whose rank was not given to
the accused, was allegedly one
of the attackers. Munnings too
was threatened and forced to
sign a fabricated police state-
ment, she told the judge.

On the issue of bail for
Heastie, she acknowledged that
her client had pending matters
before the court but said that
aside from those facts, Heastie
had no previous convictions
before the courts. 

As it related to Munnings,
she asked the court to exercise
discretion and grant Munnings
bail given that he had no previ-
ous convictions before the
courts, notwithstanding simi-

larities between the offence that
he was being charged with and
the pending matter. 

After taking into account
submissions made by the pros-
ecution and Ms Galanos, Mag-
istrate Pratt-Ferguson denied
both defendants bail on the
basis of the arguments present-
ed by the prosecution.

However, she advised the
two men that they had the right
to appeal her decision to deny
bail to the Supreme Court.

She remanded Heastie and
Munnings to Her Majesty’s
Prison, Fox Hill, and adjourned
the matter to February 22, 27
and March 5, 2012. 
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TEENAGERS IN COURT OVER ARMED ROBBERY

THE TWO teenagers outside
court

       



By CELESTE NIXON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

THE PROPOSED amend-
ments to the traffic laws will
enhance safety on the road,
Minister of Works and Trans-
port Neko Grant said.

During his contribution to
the debate on amendments to
the Road Traffic Act, which
were tabled in parliament yes-
terday, Mr Grant said the
changes will also help strength-
en the government’s New Prov-
idence Transport Programme.

He said: “The Transport Pro-
gramme seeks to improve the
existing road network, mod-
ernise and strengthen the insti-
tutional framework for provi-
sion of transportation services,
improve road safety and alle-
viate negative environmental
impact associated with existing
levels of congestion.”

The proposed amendments
include provisions that: make
third party insurance mandato-
ry, allow for effective enforce-
ment of seat-belt legislation,
reduce seat-belt fines, and
update drunk driving and
impaired driving laws.

Mr Grant said: “Any driver
of a motor vehicle driving with-
out a seat-belt or who allows a
passenger to ride without a
seat-belt is liable to a fine . . .
not exceeding $100, a commu-
nity service order, suspension

of driver’s licence for one year,
or a combination of the fine
and community service.”

Fines for the sale or hiring
out of vehicles without seat-
belts have been reduced under
this act from $500 to $300 for
the first offence and from
$1,000 to $500 for the second
offence.

Among other seat-belt law
amendments, exemption will be
expanded to include taxicabs
and trucks, with the exception
of the driver and front-seat pas-
senger.

Those riding in custom
designed cars or buses for dis-
abled persons, users of golf
carts permitted on public roads,
and drivers or passengers with a
medical impairment will also
be exempted.

Mr Grant said that from now
on, passengers will be banned
from sitting or standing on the
fenders or tailgates of trucks.

The elimination of the Road
Act stipulations on insurance,
making third party insurance
mandatory, aims to enhance the
protection of both drivers and
passengers, said Mr Grant.

The new minimum level of
insurance would cover third
party damage as well as bodily
injury and/or death for all pas-
sengers.

Mr Grant noted that a valid
Road Act insurance policy cer-
tificate issued before the
amendments come into force

will remain valid until it
expires. 

He said the removal of the
stipulation that a police officer
must be present at the scene of
an accident if there is no death,
serious personal injury or seri-
ous damage to vehicles, aims

to reduce traffic congestion. 
He said there is “too much

traffic congestion as a result of
minor accidents (fender ben-
ders) – we would like to
advance our society – we firm-
ly believe we are moving in the
right direction.”

cal miles off Wardrick Wells
Cay. Due to the inclement
weather, the vessel was
escorted one mile off  HMBS
Coral Harbor Base with the
assistance of HMBS P-125

and P-126.  
The migrants, 80 males, 21

females and five children,
arrived in the capital at 10:30
pm on Tuesday and were
handed over to Immigration
authorities for further pro-
cessing. 

This is the second group of
illegals to be apprehended in
the Bahamas in a week.

A press statement from the
Royal Bahamas Police Force
issued on Saturday said that
shortly after 6am on Saturday
a boat was drifting a few miles
southwest of Grand Bahama
when the Defence Force
intercepted it.

On board were five Brazil-
ians, five Haitians, three Sri
Lankans and one Chilean
who were all in good health.

Tribune sources say the ille-
gal immigrants stranded at sea
were on their way to West
Palm Beach, Florida, from
Grand Bahama.

It was also confirmed that a

Haitian on board the Bahami-
an owned boat, contacted
police to alert them of their
distress at sea.

When The Tribune
reporter asked Grand
Bahamas' Acting Assistant
Commissioner Emeric Sey-
mour if any money had been
paid by those on board to
reach their destination, he did
not answer the question.

However, sources say the
illegals each paid $5,000 to be
transported to Florida.

Grand Bahamians are con-
cerned that while those
onboard have been taken into
custody, the Bahamians who
spearheaded this latest human
trafficking effort, will not be

charged.
A number of observers are

also up-in-arms as this is said
to be the second time the boat
has been impounded under
similar circumstances.

When word spread about

the incident, sources said the
Bahamian crew abandoned
their human cargo when the
boat broke down.

No one has been arrested
or charged in connection with
this incident.

LOCAL NEWS
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TRAFFIC LAW MEASURES ‘TO IMPROVE SAFETY’

106 IMMIGRANTS STOPPED IN EXUMA WATERS
ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

SOME OF the immigrants stopped in Exuma waters

       



BEIJING 
Associated Press

CHINA plans to limit real-
ity TV shows and other low-
brow fare shown on satellite
television stations as part of a
drive to wrest back Commu-
nist Party control over cultur-
al industries that are fueling
more independent viewpoints.

The order from the State
Administration of Radio,
Film and Television refers to
shows that are vulgar or

“overly entertaining”. It sin-
gles out programs dealing
with marital troubles and
matchmaking, talent shows,
game shows, variety shows,
talk shows, and reality pro-
gramming.

Such shows must be largely
phased out by the beginning
of next year by the country's
34 satellite TV stations, to be
replaced with news and cul-
tural programming. The order
also bans viewership surveys
and the use of ratings as the

sole criteria for whether to
broadcast a particular show.

Published in state media on
Wednesday, the order follows
a Communist Party meeting
last week that asserted the
need for strengthening social
morality and boosting China's

cultural influence abroad —
a recognition by the party that
it is losing its power to dic-
tate public opinion. Social
media, especially hugely pop-
ular microblogs that encour-
age individuals to generate
content, are also being tar-

geted by government censors.
The crackdown coincides

with a bout of national hand-
wringing over a lack of public
ethics, highlighted by the
death last week of a toddler
who was struck by a vehicle
and left for dead by passers

by. Officials believe the pro-
motion of “core socialist val-
ues” — a phrase meant to
counter calls by liberal Chi-
nese for "universal values"
— will bolster social cohesion
in the face of rising material-
ism.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                          THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2011, PAGE 15

LIMITS ON REALITY SHOWS IN CHINA TO STOP ‘OVERLY ENTERTAINING’ TV

 



By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

BAHAMIAN companies
that fail “to embrace” renew-
able energy and related effi-
ciencies are “not likely to be
competitive going into the
future”, a US Embassy official
suggested yesterday.

Praising the Bahamas for
“taking the lead in the region”
when it came to discussing
and implementing green tech-
nologies and renewable ener-
gy solutions, Alexander
Sokoloff, said the upcoming
November 4-5 Energy Forum
provided an “economic
opportunity” for this nation’s
businesses and residents.

“Quite frankly, companies

and businesses that don’t
embrace these options are not
likely to be competitive going
into the future,” Mr Sokoloff
warned. “Without the private
sector taking the lead, I don’t
think any of these things will
really succeed.”

Among the companies
attending the Energy Forum
will be Ocean Thermal Ener-
gy Corporation (OTEC), the
Bahamas Electricity Corpo-
ration (BEC) and Baha Mar’s
ocean thermal energy part-
ner, plus Bloom Energy.
Their technologies, Mr
Sokoloff said, would “change
the way we do business based
on energy conservation and
the way we use the types of
energy deployed”.

Expressing hope that the
upcoming Energy Forum and
related trade show would pro-
vide a platform for numerous
partnerships to be forged
between Bahamas-based enti-
ties and overseas renewable
energy suppliers, Mr Sokoloff
said this would “lead to the
Bahamas becoming a model
in efficient, sustainable ener-
gy practices for the region -
and eventually the world”.

Cyprian Gibson, commit-
tee chair for the Bahamas
Home and Builders Show,
which is being held alongside
the Energy Forum from
November 4-6, said this
nation had made “significant
progress” in advancing the
use of renewable energy
sources, together with the
National Energy Policy and
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Sleep well while 
your money grows.

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A MULTI-MILLION dollar Abaco residential
community is moving to create “critical mass” by
making its harbour the centre of economic activ-

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

ENERGY BILLS for Bahamian companies with
high cooling requirements can account for up to 30-
35 per cent of total operating costs, it was revealed
yesterday, as private sector leaders expressed hope
an upcoming forum would enable them to “signif-
icantly influence policy”.

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

HIGH AVIATION FUEL COSTS are
threatening airlift to Exuma, the director-
general of tourism warned yesterday, with
costs almost double those of Nassau. The
existing non-stop jet service from Atlanta
incurs fuel costs $500,000 above average.

Speaking at the sixth annual Exuma Busi-
ness Outlook conference, David Johnson said:
“There is simply no way a commercial jet
operator will deploy an aircraft that must
refuel in Exuma at existing fuel costs, no way.

“Without the financial investment by the
Government and Sandals, the new non-stop
services that we are enjoying to Exuma from

Toronto, Canada, as well as the non-stop jet
service from Atlanta, will disappear. 

“Fuel costs to Exuma are almost double
the fuel costs to Nassau, as well as Grand
Bahama, and these costs in Nassau are high-
er than what the US carriers pay on aver-
age."

Mr Johnson further said: "We must under-
stand that fuel cost is the single largest oper-
ating cost that airlines incur today. On the
Atlanta service alone, over 12 months, the
extra cost for fuel over their system average is
over $500,000. The Canadian run is even
more, and that comes right out of the bot-
tom line."

Phenton Neymour, minister of state for

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE BAHAMAS does “not have time
to wait” to address its deteriorating fiscal
position, an International Monetary Fund
(IMF) official warning that its forecasts
placed this nation’s debt-to-GDP ratio in
the 60-70 per cent “bad territory” range by
2016.

Gene Leon, the Fund’s country head for
the Bahamas, identified the fiscal situa-
tion as the most pressing economic chal-

lenge for this nation in the short-medium
term, indicating that the Government
needed to take immediate action to rebuild
the pre-recession “buffer” it had since used
up.

In an interview with Tribune Business,
Mr Leon said the Government needed to
adopt a balanced approach to tackling both
the increased debt and debt-to-GDP ratio,
and the trajectory at which they had risen
in the past three years. 

To do this, he indicated a “balanced

ENERGY HITS ‘COOL’ 
30-35% OF TOTAL COSTS
* Operating costs average of 20% ‘significantly higher’ for

food stores, fisheries businesses
* Hopes forum will enable private sector to ‘influence policy’
* 18-36 month ‘payback’ from renewable duty exemptions

SEE page 4B

‘UNCOMPETITIVE’ 
IF NO RENEWABLE ENERGY EMBRACE

SEE page 7B

FUEL COST THREAT TO EXUMA AIRLIFTS

SEE page 7B

IMF: ‘NO TIME TO WAIT’ ON FISCAL ADJUSTMENTS
* Forecasts place Bahamas’ debt-to-GDP in 60-70% ‘bad territory’ range by 2016
* Fund urges ‘balanced approach’ involving corporation subsidy end

SEE page 8B

DEVELOPER DRIVES
FOR ‘CRITICAL MASS’

* Schooner Bay follows Harbour Island by marking 
harbour centre of economic activity

* 75% of buyers Nassau-based Bahamians
* ‘Little buzz of economic activity’, with bonefish lodge

construction and imminent restaurant opening

SEE page 10B
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Keep design talk simple

THE Ministry of Tourism’s Florida-based boating office has
linked up with the Bahamas Out Island Promotion Board and
the Marina Operators of the Bahamas to promote this nation
to the 150,000 persons expected to visit The Fort Lauderdale
International Boat Show.

Shavonne Darville , president of the Bahamas Out Island
Promotion Board (BOIPB), a hotelier at Gems at Paradise,
Long Island, will lead the largest ever delegation of Bahamian
tourism industry players to the show, which opens today and
closes on Monday. ever to represent the country at a boat
show. 

The large delegation, an expansive and spacious booth, great
promotional offers, prizes and give-aways are all part of the
grandiose effort that TIOTB has launched this year to ensure
the capture of its fair market share of the some 150,000 persons
– boaters and members of the public - expected at this mam-
moth event. 

The Bahamas will be offering targeted incentives to attract
and motivate boaters to visit this nation.

“Our vertical markets team, including myself, Richard Tre-
co, Karen Wring and Carlton Sands, have been working tire-
lessly towards this show, and we are looking forward to gar-
nering maximum exposure and visibility towards luring more
boaters to our islands,” said Earl Miller, The Ministry of Touris-
m’s general manager for vertical markets. 

Mr Miller, who is responsible for the boating, diving and
fishing markets, added: “Boating is one of the most lucrative
markets for the Bahamas, and feeds all areas of the nation, espe-
cially the Out Islands.” 

Valery Brown-Alce, senior director of marketing for the
Bahamas Out Islands Promotion Board (BOIPB), said: “This
year, the Bahamas Out Islands have seen increases in their
visitor population as a result of marketing initiatives, including
boaters’ special offers, and therefore members will be attend-
ing the boat show en masse, taking advantage of this momen-
tous opportunity to present new offers to the vast audience that
the Fort Lauderdale International Boat show will draw.” 

The BOIPB will present two key promotions at the show - an
offer of a $300 Fuel Credit being extended for participants in
any of the member sponsored/hosted fishing tournaments; and
a $300 Instant Fuel Credit to be offered to boaters whose vis-
it includes a four-night consecutive hotel stay at one of the
Board’s member resorts and marinas. The $300 Instant Fuel
Credit for boaters is available now through June 26, 2012, for
travel  through June 30, 2012.  There are blackout dates of
December 22-31, 2011, and April 2-6, 2012.

The Bahamas’ premier marketing tool in Fort Lauderdale will
be the 2012 Bahamas Boating and Fishing Guide. It will feature
information including a list of Marina Centres (local Florida
Coastal Marinas that partner with BMOTA). 

“A great amount of time and energy was expended by the
team towards producing the map, which includes a compre-
hensive list of marinas throughout the Bahamas with directional
information that makes it easier for boaters to plan their
course,” Mr Miller said.

By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

Can your customers under-
stand technical jargons? Are
you guilty of bashing your
clients with jargons they can-
not comprehend, especially as
they are battling with wild SMS
text message short cuts of  lol,
cu, ur, ttyl, omg?

More than half the world
admits to using business jargon
regularly, either as a means of
showing knowledge and exper-
tise, or perhaps to impress col-
leagues or clients. This is rea-
sonable behaviour, but often
leads to misunderstandings and
irritation, which may place a
barrier between you and your
client.

Design jargons are no excep-
tion. There is hardly any sec-
tor where they are not used,
but knowing how to carryi out a
compelling conversation with
your non-tech-savvy client is a
crucial skill that all designers
must possess.

It is unproductive to lose
clients through terminologies
they are not well-versed in.

There is no point in trying to
use clever words or wrap pro-
jects up in technical language
that leaves customers clueless.
For example: “I will use two
frames for this picture and per-

haps 1fps for the next”. In the
client’s mind they are assum-
ing you are placing frames
around their portraits, whereas
in graphic design frames are
used to show how many ‘pic-
tures’ are taken in a second to
create one big moving video.
Like an animation. Usually
there are 24-36 fps. 

Experience has taught me
that most clients do not really
care about ‘techie speak’. Their
main concern is how soon you
can deliver their goods. There
may be some occasions when
the use of unfamiliar terms or
jargons is warranted, but ensure
an explanation follows. Try not
to assume what is clear to you is
clear to your client. I recall ask-
ing a client if it was ‘OK’ to
water mark their photos for
online protection. This is the
response I got: “No that’s
OK….please try not to put any
water on the photos as they are
the only copies I have left”.  

That was a mistake…..I felt
awful, but it happens. I made
the mistake of assuming he
knew what water marking

meant. This made me realise
how sometimes we probably
sound like obnoxious snob,s
and probably should be more
careful when explaining tech-
nical matters.

A watermark is a visible
embedded overlay on a digital
photo consisting of text, a logo,
or a copyright notice. The pur-
pose of a watermark is to assist
with discouraging those who
may want to claim someone
else's artwork as their own. 

Designers
Please note that every so

often designers innocently slip
into technical mode. This may
make clients very uneasy; they
prefer someone who under-
stands their challenges and can
speak to them in terms they
understand. Overall, if you’re
unsure of your client’s grasp of
a particular design, ask fishing
questions and judge by their
reactions whether or not you
have explained it adequately.

Make an effort to probe their

level of expertise to determine
their knowledge of the project.
This can be done indirectly. For
example, raise a generic ques-
tion such as “Hey, what is your
preferred web browser?” or
“What operating system do you
use?”

Believe me, resolving any
questions at an early stage in a
project will make life a whole
lot easier and circumvent any
unforeseen discontentment.
Analyse clients’ facial reactions
and, if they seem confused, give
further but simpler clarifica-
tions that prohibit jargons.

It is like when a mechanic is
babbling on with terminologies
of what’s wrong with your vehi-
cle. Yet they make fun and are
amused when you ask to
change the thing that makes the
car move. Likewise, don’t you
hate it when your doctor uses
unfamiliar medical terms that
cause you to scratch your head
and say: “I wonder what that
means?”.  But, when he slows
down, provides a good expla-
nation in plain English or uses
diagrams, it was so comforting
and his task of communication
was accomplished.

For this reason, the same
should apply to designers when
speaking with clients: Always
speak in terms of results.
Explain why you’re doing it and
how it will improve your clien-
t’s business. Be creative with
analogies that relay complex
concepts, since when working
in an industry that’s intricate
and indecisive, such as graph-
ic/web design, it is a welcome
relief to find people who are
normal.

Given these points, it is no
secret that everyone wants to
impress their clients. This is all
well and good, but while you
are out contending for the gold
medal, ensure the client under-
stands your lingo. If not, all
effort will be lost. Pay atten-
tion to the language your client
uses, and build an explanation
bridge from their terms to
yours.

Hospitality is not just crucial
to the tourism and hotel indus-
try. It also differentiates you

from your competitors and
achieves client satisfaction as
well. 

This is easy to fix, as it is all
about getting better at commu-
nication and achieving a better
relationship with results. But,
when your material is difficult
to comprehend, clients are like-
ly to make poor decisions and
eventually give up. So make
every effort to avoid technical
jargons or, if it’s a must, use
them in their simplest terms.
Technical jargons can be mis-
leading and confusing, so hav-
ing good communication with
your clients is the most basic
generosity you can offer.

Journey
What does your client need

so that both of you can work
together effectively? Good
communication. It isn’t just
about the end product, but the
journey taken to get to it. The
goal is to build life-long rela-
tionships with your customers,
and win by listening and being
articulate. The businesses that
adapt to their client's needs will
always win the marathon.

So take your time, designers.
Sharpen up, and be authentic
and smart. Concentrate on the
marathon and build lasting rela-
tionships, as the sprinters will
fade away. Let’s work smarter
and not harder....verbal skills
are just as important as visual.
Use less jargon and keep it sim-
ple.  Until we meet again, have
fun, enjoy life and stay on top
of your game.

NB: The columnist welcomes
feedback at deedee2111@hot-
mail.com

Ms Bastian is a trained
graphic designer who has qual-
ifications of M.Sc., B.Sc., A.Sc.
She has trained at institutions
such as: Miami Lakes Technical
Centre, Success Training Col-
lege, College of the Bahamas,
Nova Southeastern University,
Learning Tree International,
Langevine International and
Synergy Bahamas.

THE ART OF
GRAPHIX
BY DEIDRE M BASTIAN

TOURISM PARTNERS TARGETING
150,000 BOAT SHOW VISITORS
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�e new community of Schooner Bay – South Abaco operated by the 
Schooner Bay Community Corporation and Bahamian developer 

Lindroth Development Company Ltd. is now actively accepting proposals 
from licensed, insured and quali�ed Bahamian professionals for 

new business opportunities that are planned in the early years of this 
blossoming harbour village community.

· Electric Golf Cart – 
Sales, Rentals, Service

· Automobile Rental & Leasing

· Grocery Store & Farmer’s Market

· Liquor – Wine – Ice Store

· Gas Station & Harbour 
Fuel Services

· Hardware & Housewares Store

· Regional Ground Transportation
(van/bus)

· Residential Waste Management

· Boat Hauling & Dry Storage

· Marine & Ship’s Store

· Co�ee Shop & Sundries

· Property Management Services
(Maintenance, Landscape, Housekeeping)

�e following opportunities have been identi�ed as the core businesses 
needed at Schooner Bay in 2012 and beyond:

Please send proposals to: james@lindroth.cc

Proposals should be received by November 15th, 2011.
Only select candidates will be contacted.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Scotiabank (Bahamas) Ltd. 
is seeking the services of a 

Senior Manager, Credit Solutions 
Corporate & Commercial Banking Centre

Position Summary:
The Senior Manager, Credit Solutions is responsible for contributing to the profitable growth and quality 
of the Bank’s Commercial Credit portfolio by performing financial solutions -related activities for clients 
including risk analysis, deal structuring, pricing, negotiation and presentation on highly complex deals. The 
Sr. Manager Credit Solutions is also responsible for all deal structuring, negotiation and final decisions on 
pricing within his/her defined portfolio. The incumbent interfaces directly with clients at times. As well,
the Sr. Manager Credit Solutions  liaises with Global Risk Management (GRM) through the credit decision-
making process.

Key Accountabilities for this Role:

the effective and timely implementation of same.

Manual.

Educational Requirements:

equivalency.

Other training requirements as determined by the Bank from time to time. The Senior Credit Solutions 
Manager must also have an in-depth knowledge of the Bank’s lending policies, practices and procedures,
as well as an awareness of business trends economic, technological, social, legal and political conditions 
and factors which could affect the viability of a credit. A solid knowledge and understanding of financial 
statements and accounting principles and policies is a must. Because of large volumes and tight time frames,
the incumbent must possess effective communication skills, both written and oral.  In the administration of 
credit, complex loan documentation and security provision requirements must be understood and applied.

Functional Competencies:

The Scotiabank Group is an equal opportunity employer and welcomes applications from all interested 
parties. We thank you for your interest, however, only those candidates selected for an interview will be 
contacted.

By NATARIO 
McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@
tribunemedia.net

SANDALS Emerald
Bay’s general  manager
yesterday said Exuma was
by far the "most expen-
sive" destination the resort
chain operates in.

Speaking at the sixth
annual Exuma Business
Outlook conference, held
on the Emerald Bay prop-
erty, Jeremy Mutton said:
"Exuma is by far the most
expensive island that San-
dals and Beaches Resorts
operates in. It is very chal-
lenging as a business, a
competitive business, to
operate in such an envi-
ronment when the infra-
structure and the utilities
are so very expensive."

Mr Mutton said recruit-
ing quality staff was also a
challenge."It's because we
don't prepare for the 21st
century. This year, I think,
we are better prepared,"
Mr Mutton added. 

He said 21 students from
L N Coakley High School
had been taken on as part
of an apprenticeship pro-
gram at the resort. Some
600 persons are currently
employed at the all-inclu-
sive 245 room resort.

Mr Mutton added that
another major challenge
was Exuma’s infrastruc-
ture.  "There are some
guests who come, love it
and call it quaint. There
are others who would be
turned off to come to an
island where they have no
medical  faci l i t ies  on a
weekend or public holi-
days,” Mr Mutton said. 

“That is a challenge that
we need to look at. I am
not asking for a big hospi-
tal, but the least a traveller
expects of every destina-
tion is primary health care
seven days a week. Infra-
structure can be detrimen-
tal to coming here."

Despite the challenges,
Mr Mutton said he was
working with various
stakeholders within the
Exuma tourism sector to
help improve the island
economy, and reaffirmed
Sandals’ commitment to
Exuma.

"Sandals is not going
anywhere. We have made
a huge commitment to the
island both financially and
otherwise,” he said.

Emerald Bay sits on 500-
acres of land, formerly
operated by the Four Sea-
sons Resort Great Exuma
at Emerald Bay. It was
owned by Emerald Bay
Resort Holdings, a collec-
tion of investors, who ran
into financial difficulties,
forcing the property to go
into administration with
receivers being called in.
Sandals Resorts Interna-
tional purchased the prop-
erty in 2009.

EXUMA: SANDALS ‘MOST
EXPENSIVE DESTINATION’

* Infrastructure and cost make it 
‘challenging’ to run competitive business

* Staff recruitment and medical facility
availability other issues



Unveiling the Bahamas
Energy Forum, set to be held
from November 4-5 in con-
junction with the Home &
Builders Show and the Gov-
ernment’s Energy Awareness
Week, executives said that
while energy typically
accounted for between 15-20

per cent of total Bahamian
hotel and operating costs, this
ratio was significantly higher
for the likes of food stores
and fisheries wholesalers.

“For any business that has a
high level of consumption,
generally a lot of cooling

requirements, it’s 30-35 per
cent,” Winston Rolle, the
Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce and Employers Con-
federation’s (BCCEC) chair-
man said. 

Explaining that he was
referring to the likes of food

stores and fisheries exporters,
who needed to run numerous
large freezers and refrigera-
tors around the clock to pre-
serve product and keep it
fresh, Mr Rolle said: “That
[energy] cost goes up signifi-
cantly in that regard.”

The Chamber chairman
acknowledged that the Ener-
gy Forum, which is designed
to equip Bahamian businesses
and households with ideas
and technology to enhance
energy efficiency, and reduce
consumption, could not have
been better timed given the
International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) prediction that
commodity importers - such
as the Bahamas - would expe-
rience “no relief” in the short
to medium-term from high oil
prices.

“It’s actually very signifi-
cant,” Mr Rolle said of the
forum, “especially when you
consider that some of the
alternatives we’re looking at
are utilising resources that,
for the most part, are avail-
able locally.

“In addition to driving con-
sumption down, it creates new
industries, which generate
new sources of revenue and
employment as well.” 

Combining energy efficien-
cy with renewable energy
development, Mr Rolle
added, would make the
Bahamas “less dependent on
fossil fuels” and reduce oil
import volumes. Apart from
generating foreign exchange
and balance of payments sav-
ings, “this just bodes well for
us as a country in improving
the quality of life locally”.

Given the Ministry of Envi-
ronment’s involvement in the
Energy Forum, and the
involvement of both the Inter-
American Development
Bank (IDB) and US

Embassy, Mr Rolle said it
provided a “significant”
opportunity to “influence pol-
icy”.

With the second report by
the National Energy Policy
Committee released last year,
the Chamber chairman said:
“We hope to influence policy
to get to the point where we
have open discussions about
net metering, persons selling
their own power and selling
energy back to the grid. With
the challenges BEC had in the
summer, it’s of even more sig-
nificant urgency to have these
discussions.”

Frank Comito, the
Bahamas Hotel Association’s
(BHA) executive vice-presi-
dent, said energy costs on
average accounted for up to
20 per cent of total operating
costs for Bahamian hotels and
businesses.

“If you ask Bahamian busi-
nesses and residents to iden-
tify those areas which account
for their biggest expense
items, without question the
cost of utilities will be in the
top three, usually the top
two,” Mr Comito said.

Given that the Bahamas, as
an energy importer, was
always vulnerable to swings
and spikes in global oil prices,
Mr Comito added that this
nation needed to focus on
what it could control, namely
consumption and efficiency.

The BHA executive vice-
president said that while the
Government had attempted
to encourage the use of
renewable energy technolo-
gies through tax policy, such
as duty exemptions for solar
panels and associated com-
ponents and technology, the
impact had been blunted by
the global recession.

With many hotels and busi-
nesses focused on survival,
their ability to undertake cap-
ital investment in renewable
technologies for future gain

had been limited, Mr Comito
acknowledging that the “pay-
back” to get a return on these
duty exemptions was 18
months-three years.

“As we’re starting to see a
little bit of light in various
areas of the economy,” Mr
Comito said it was now time
for a renewed focus on
exploiting the duty exemp-
tions.

Referring to the energy
audits conducted two years
ago by the German consul-
tants, Fichtner, which showed
Bahamian hotels could see
electricity savings of up to 53
per cent from implementing
short and long-term measures,
Mr Comito said the BHA had
provided information to fur-
ther assist cost containment
efforts.

“While these initiatives
have helped, we believe there
is much more that can be
done by businesses and con-
sumers to reduce their energy
costs,” Mr Comito said. 

“Based on our audits and
a survey conducted in August
by the Chamber and BHA,
we know that far too many
businesses simply are not tak-
ing advantage of low-cost
measures which can reduce
their energy costs now.”

He added: “Energy effi-
ciency is not just a matter of
reducing costs, although that
is a key objective of our
organisations. It also should
be a matter of national
resolve - how we as business-
es and consumers do more
with less; how we reduce our
dependency on oil; how we
draw upon the natural water
resources which are abun-
dantly available to us to gen-
erate water and power - from
the sun, the wind and the sea;
how we demonstrate to the
world our respect for the envi-
ronment, particularly as one
of the world’s leading tourism
destinations.”

The Forum and trade show,
running from November 4-6,
is aiming to give Bahamian
residents and businesses prac-
tical tips on energy conserva-
tion and efficiency, and how
to reduce these costs.

It will also give information
on financing options for those
seeking to implement renew-
able energy solutions.
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THE Marina Operators of
the Bahamas (MOB) have
been featured on the official
Boating and Fishing Map of
the Bahamas.

MOB president Steve
Kappeler said: “This is the
first generation map of its
kind that will demonstrate
in detail how easy it is to
chart a course from the
United States, in particular
from Florida,  to the
Bahamas.

“As thousands of visitors

attend the Boating Trade
show, slated for October 27-
31, 2011, the appeal of the
map will highlight our close
proximity and affordability
that makes our destination
the preferred choice for
boaters.”

Mr Kappeler added: “No
other Caribbean island
nation can boast our pristine
Out Islands that are truly
green and eco-friendly.
Boating and fishing in the
Bahamas will put you in

touch with nature, and the
environment like nowhere
else in this hemisphere. This
map complements oursun,
sand and sea, and will show
even the novice boater how
easy it is to get here.”

Free copies of these maps
will soon be available only
at MOB member marinas.
The MOB’s inclusion on the
map came through collabo-
ration with the Ministry of
Tourism, and Sun Oil
(FOCOL) is a key sponsor.
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MARINA OPERATORS
PUT ON THE MAP

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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approach” involving both
revenue and expenditure
measures was needed, with
the latter focusing on reduc-
ing the annual $50-$60 mil-

lion in taxpayer funds - a
sum equivalent to almost 1
per cent of GDP - trans-

ferred to the loss-making
entities of Bahamasair, the
Water & Sewerage Corpo-

ration and ZNS.
“I think the objective

should be to immediately
arrest the rising debt with a
view to going back to pre-
crisis levels,” Mr Leon told
Tribune Business.

“The benefit of having
the buffer you had pre-crisis
was that the Government
was able to put in place
measures to contain the cri-
sis. If you don’t get back to
pre-crisis [debt levels],
another crisis means it
becomes a problem.”

Pre-2008, the Bahamas’
debt-to-GDP ratio had been
hovering in the 35-40 per
cent range, and this gave the

Ingraham administration
the room it needed to
increase social security and
capital/infrastructure spend-
ing in a bid to keep the
economy afloat and mitigate
against the worst effects of
the recession.

The consequence, though,
has been that the Bahamas’
sovereign debt-to-GDP
ratio has increased by
between 20-25 percentage
points in just three years as
a result of the Governmen-
t’s expanded fiscal deficits,
putting it in a position
where increasing interest
(debt servicing) costs are
taking monies away from

areas such as education and
health.

In raw terms, the
Bahamas’ national debt rose
by more than $1 billion
between year-end 2007 and
the 2011 mid-point, grow-
ing from $3.069 billion to
$4.075 billion. These devel-
opments, the rate of debt
growth coupled with rela-
tively benign short-term
economic prospects,
prompted both internation-
al credit rating agencies,
Moody’s and Standard &
Poor’s (S&P), to either low-
er their outlook on the
Bahamas or cut its credit
rating.

Suggesting that the
Bahamas had no time to
wait to make the necessary
fiscal adjustments and
rebuild the ‘buffer’ now lost,
Mr Leon said: “As soon as
possible you need to start
to move back to pre-crisis
levels to give the Govern-
ment the space it had pre-
crisis.”

The Ingraham adminis-
tration, through its public
pronouncements in the
Budget and elsewhere, has
certainly recognised that the
rate of debt and debt-to-
GDP growth, together with
expanded fiscal deficits, can-
not be sustained. 

Its argument that the
global financial crisis, and
subsequent recession,
required an extraordinary
response also has merit, and
the Government has fre-
quently pledged to set the
fiscal indicators back on a
path to a more sustainable
level.

It has yet, though, to pub-
lish a road map or set tar-
gets for how it plans to
achieve this. “The key issue
obviously is the fiscal situa-
tion,” Mr Leon said of the
Bahamas’ economic chal-
lenges, “because you con-
tinue to have this gap, rev-
enue versus primary expen-
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diture, and also the debt has
increased.”

Questioned by Tribune
Business as why a 60-70 per
cent debt-to-GDP ratio was
now considered “bad terri-
tory”, given that a 40 per
cent threshold had previ-
ously been considered a
warning threshold, Mr Leon
said it had “always been
around” the former figures.

This ratio, he added, was
not a “dividing line”
between what could be
called satisfactory territory,
“but over 60-70 per cent
you’re likely to be having
problems”.

The IMF’s projections for
the next five years placed
the Bahamas’ debt-to-GDP
ratio “somewhere in the
region of 60-70 per cent for
the public sector” by 2016.

“You are on the cusp of a
debt situation that is likely,
if unchecked, to create a
problem,” Mr Leon warned.

To rectify the situation,
he suggested: “One needs
to put in policies to stabilise
and reduce the debt, but
given the uncertainty that
exists for the global econo-
my, and that the Bahamas is
so tightly linked to the glob-
al economy, there is not
time to wait.”

The IMF official said the
Bahamas needed to “start
thinking right away” about
the required policy adjust-
ments, which involved both
revenue and spending mea-
sures.

As to whether the IMF
was looking for the
Bahamas to implement a

new tax structure, with a
view to yielding more rev-
enue, Mr Leon told Tribune
Business: “The key here is,
yes, you want a little more
revenue, but it’s important
to continue the revenue
administration initiatives the
Government has started.”

He explained that it was
critical for whatever tax
structure the Bahamas put
in place to support eco-
nomic growth policies. “If
tax reform reduces distor-
tion, improves the revenue
base and helps spur growth,
that is clearly something the
Government should consid-
er,” Mr Leon said.

“The Government is also
recognising it needs to look
at both revenue and expen-
diture measures.” While

Bahamian government
spending, at between 20-21
per cent of GDP, was not
especially high, its revenue
intake has stayed stubborn-
ly below the ‘20 per cent of
GDP’ target set for it.

“You cannot look at rev-
enue as just being too low.
You need to have some
form of balance,” Mr Leon

told Tribune Business. “Is
there room to do better on
the expenditure side?” He
targeted, in particular, the
idea of making the public
corporations financially sus-
tainable and eliminating
their losses, thus eradicat-
ing the millions of dollars
transferred to them per
annum.

“You don’t necessarily
want revenue chasing
expenditure,” the Fund offi-
cial added. “What you want
to be able to target at a min-
imum is the primary bal-
ance.” This meant having
enough recurrent revenues
for the Government to cov-
er its recurrent spending
plus debt interest costs.
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said. 
Marketing efforts were

set to ramp up in late fall,
going into winter and early
Spring, and he added:
“We’re taking a very
aggressive marketing
approach in Canada
between now and April.
Canada is important to us,
very important.” Schooner
Bay, Mr Malcolm said, had
also linked up with a real
estate partner in this ven-
ture. 

The 100-acre The Com-
mons, set aside for busi-
nesses, was also set to
grow in 2012. Already
hosting the studio and
gallery of Bahamian artist,
Antonius Roberts, a
Bahamas National Trust
office and Abaco Nature
Tours, the eco-tourism
operator, Mr Malcolm said
Joe’s Ribs, a southern-
style barbecue
restaurant/eatery option,
was set to open its doors
there by year-end.

He added that “another
big milestone” had been
the hiring of former
Kerzner International
executive, Glen Kelly, as
Schooner Bay’s harbour-
master and town manager
with effect from Septem-
ber 1, 2011.

“He’s the first executive
in the team focused on
building the tangible
place,” Mr Malcolm said.

Examining Schooner
Bay’s development model,
he added: “All the devel-
opments that have with-
ered on the vine, starting
in the early 2000s, their
model was sell it out and
get out within three years.

“Our model is very sim-
ple. Real places take time.
I’m going to live here, and
so are my kids. That’s
what it’s going to take.”
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