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By KHRISNA VIRGIL

THE family of Robbie
Rolle, who was shot and
killed in a home invasion,
believe his death was an exe-
cution but the killers got the
wrong man.

A relative of the victim,
who wished to remain anony-
mous, told The Tribune as he
waited to identify Mr Rolle’s
body yesterday, that it is

believed the intended victim
was a man who was slated to
soon testify in a murder trial. 

He said the witness who
lives nearby, parked his vehi-
cle near where Rolle was shot
and killed.

When the gunmen arrived,
the family believe, they mis-
took Rolle for their target and
killed him. 

Family claims
trial witness 
was real target
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By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

A FORMER junior cabi-
net minister denied that he
has neglected his commitment
to a client in his capacity as a
private lawyer, and called for
the resignation of his accuser,

By TANEKA THOMPSON  
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

OPPOSITION leader Per-
ry Christie denounced the
Government's crime fighting
plan as a “failure” that only
focuses on punishment and
not social development. 

POLICE have officially iden-
tified the body found on
Yorkshire Street last month
as 11-year-old Marco Archer
of Brougham Street and Bail-
lou Hill Road.

Although the family
revealed the body was Mar-
co’s weeks ago, police earlier
said they were awaiting the
results of an autopsy.

Police said they are mak-
ing significant progress in the
investigation, and expect to
file charges shortly.   

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net  

THERE was a ten per cent
increase in crime up to Octo-
ber 11 this year compared to
the same period in 2010,
according to statistics released
by the Minister of National
Security yesterday. 

Homicides saw the highest
increase with a 44 per cent
jump. However, the statistics

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

NATIONAL Security
Minister Tommy Turnquest
criticized certain members
of the judiciary for releasing
accused violent offenders on
bail without electronic mon-
itoring.

Of the 68 people charged
with serious crimes of mur-

i’m lovin’ it

THE WIFE and daughter of Robbie Rolle, who was shot at his residence early on Tuesday, 
visit the morgue yesterday morning to identify his body Photo: Felipé Major/Tribune Staff
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A WORKER smashes conch
shells that have been placed at
the roundabout

Photo: Felipé Major/
Tribune Staff

AT FIRST, the decoration
on the Cable Beach round-
about drew praise from
passers-by.

As work on the roundabout
carried on, the centre was
adorned with a host of conch
shells, much to the delight of
passers-by and motorists, who
felt it reflected the Bahami-
an heritage. 

But when workers started
to take hammers to the conch
shells to level the area off, it
prompted annoyance, with
some drivers even coming to a
halt on the roundabout to
urge workers to stop smashing
the shells. 

CONCH
CLUNKED 
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BY DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT - A Grand
Bahama teacher was
arraigned in New Providence
on drug possession charges
in connection with the
seizure of a large quantity of
marijuana last week in
Freeport.

Colin Evans, a 49-year-old
teacher at Jack Hayward
High School, appeared on
Monday in Court Eight
before Carolita Bethel.

He pleaded not guilty to
possession of dangerous drugs
with intent to supply.

Evans, a resident of
Lucaya, was remanded to Her
Majesty’s Prison until today,
when he will appear for a bail

hearing.
It is alleged on October 12,

Evans was discovered with
176 pounds of marijuana in
his possession.

Further investigations
resulted in the arrest of a sec-
ond man, who was also

arraigned in New Provi-
dence.

Jamaal  McPhee,  also
known as Jamaal Moss, 34,
appeared before Magistrate
Joyann Ferguson-Pratt in
Court  Nine on drug,
firearm, and ammunition

possession charges.
McPhee, a resident of

Holmes Rock, pleaded not
guilty and was granted
$15,000 bail.

He is expected to return to
court on February 23 and 24
next year for trial.

WITH less than two weeks
of reprieve left, only 18
firearms have been turned in
to police under the gun
amnesty order.

Some 3,386 live rounds of
ammunition have also been
turned in under the order,
Minister of National Securi-
ty Tommy Turnquest

revealed in parliament yes-
terday.

The 30-day firearms mora-
torium, which ends Novem-
ber 3, was implemented to
allow illegal gun holders to
give up their weapon ahead
of the government’s proposed
amendment to several crime
laws. 

Yesterday, Mr Turnquest
explained that the country’s
location renders it a transit
point for drugs moving north
and illicit firearms moving
south. 

“Increasingly, however, the
guns are staying in the region
and are contributing to the
increasing rate of crime and

violence throughout the
region,” he said.

Police have recovered 361
guns and 6,044 rounds of
ammunition for the year to
date, Mr Turnquest said.

Once recovered, weapons
are marked in an effort to
identify trafficking routes and
traffickers.

Magistrate’s Court Nine,
dedicated to cases of firearms
possession, has heard and
completed 78 cases, Mr Turn-
quest said.

“In addition to looking at
addressing gun control, we
have taken measures to
address crime by addressing
the structural causes of vio-

lence and crime.
“The government has

scaled up its social interven-
tions aimed at reducing dis-
parities, creating sustainable
livelihoods for youth, men
and women, and at improv-
ing conflict resolution, par-
enting and life skills,” he
said.

CENTRAL Intelligence
Bureau officers found a shot-
gun and a quantity of suspected
marijuana during two separate
searches. 

At 2.30pm on Monday the
officers, who were acting on a
tip, went to Palm Tree Avenue
and Sixth Street where they
found a shotgun with a shell
behind a garbage bin.

Police seized the weapon but
no one was taken into custody. 

About an hour later, at
3.35pm, the officers, acting on
another tip, went to Milton
Street off East Street where
they found a quantity of sus-
pected marijuana hidden
beneath a wooden home.  

A 16-year-old boy is assist-
ing police in their investigation
into the discovery. 

CRIME TIP
Many accidents that involve

cyclists and pedestrians occur
because other road users do not
see them until it’s too late, or
they appear from blind spots. 

Pedestrians should only cross
at pedestrian crossings; ensure
drivers see you before you cross;
cross when traffic has come to a
complete stop;  always walk fac-
ing traffic, not with your back to
the driver; wear bright coloured
clothing or reflective strips
when walking at night; and use
sidewalks when possible. 

Drivers should be patient,
especially with older pedestrians
who need more time to cross the
road; always look out for pedes-
trians, remember to stay alert
and slow down in school zones,
residential areas and near parks. 

By LAMECH JOHNSON
ljohnson@tribunemedia.net 

A MOTHER convicted of
manslaughter in the 2007
death of her son was acquit-
ted in the Court of Appeal
yesterday.

Makisha Brown, who with
her former boyfriend Leroy
Rolle, was found guilty of
Levano Brown’s death, by a
Supreme Court jury last year,
was freed after the appellate
court ruled there was insuffi-
cient evidence to link her to
the incident.

The one-year-old child had
reportedly suffered blunt
force trauma to the head and
abdomen, lacerations to the
head and bruises about the
body.

Though the jury at the orig-
inal trial found her not guilty
of murder, she was convicted
on the alternative charge of
intentional manslaughter.

According to evidence pre-
sented by the prosecution
during the Supreme Court tri-
al, Brown had told police that
her boyfriend had always
beaten her son.

Yesterday, however, after

concerns were expressed by
presiding justices Christopher
Blackman, Stanley John and
Abdulai Conteh, Director of
Public Prosecutions Vinette
Graham-Allen admitted that
the police statement and
autopsy report were not
enough to prove she commit-
ted manslaughter.

Prior to this, Brown’s attor-
ney Geoffrey Farquharson
asked the justices for permis-
sion to withdraw from the
case, citing difficulties in car-
rying out the instructions of
his client.

The justices were not
pleased by the request and
noted that the attorney, who
had already made three
appearances in connection
with the matter, had sufficient
time – since July – to prepare
for court or ask to be
removed.

Additionally, Justice Black-
man noted that it would be
dishonourable for Mr Far-
quharson to withdraw, after
he had offered to represent
the defendant following Philip
Hilton’s withdrawal from the
case.

The attorney then attempt-

ed to explain that other
potential appellants would be
robbed of opportunities to
have their cases heard before
the courts.

Justice Conteh did not
agree and told the attorney
that “once you are here, you
have a duty to represent her.”

Justice John supported this,
noting that it would be
“unfair to the appellant, the
court and the Crown” to hon-
our the request.

After the judges denied the
lawyer’s request and asked
him to remain seated, they
turned their focus to Ms Gra-
ham-Allen and expressed
their concerns regarding the
evidence at the first trial.

Justice John asked the DPP
what evidence there was
against Makisha Brown on
the original charge of mur-
der.

The chief prosecutor
replied that the evidence con-
sisted of a “mixed statement”
and “evidence from the
pathologist.”

“Where in her statement
do you find the evidence to
support the charge of mur-
der?” the justice asked.

She said a portion of the
statement suggested
manslaughter and not murder.

Justice John expressed sur-
prise that a statement was the
only evidence present from
the commencement of the tri-
al, aside from the patholo-
gist’s report – which while
detailed, “could not substan-
tiate a connection of her to
murder,” he said.

The justices asked about
the existence of additional
evidence after the rejection
of a “no case” submission
made during the trial, but the
DPP responded that there
was no new evidence, and
admitted that “having
reviewed the evidence, it was
not sufficient to mount a
charge of manslaughter.”

Justice John noted that the
defendant “ought to have
been discharged at that
point.”

Nevertheless, the justices
publicly commended Mrs
Graham-Allen for her hon-
esty and fairness.

Moved to tears by the rul-
ing, Ms Brown told the jus-
tices, “Thank you. Thank
you.”

ONLY 18 FIREARMS HANDED IN SO FAR DURING AMNESTY

MOTHER CLEARED IN MANSLAUGHTER APPEAL

POLICE FIND
MARIJUANA

TEACHER
ON DRUG
CHARGES

COLIN EVANS, left, has been arraigned on drug possession charges, while Jamaal McPhee appeared in
court on drug, firearm and ammunition charges

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.
Would you please pub-

lish this small letter in your
prestigious newspaper.
Thank you. Many Bahami-
ans are now saying that
Cable News 12 is the best
newscast in The Bahamas. I
have heard persons from
Grand Bahama praising the
private news
organization for airing sto-
ries that don't even appear
on the ZNS Bahamas
Tonight newscast. This is an
indication that Cable News
12 is one step ahead of ZNS
in getting information. I give
Cable News 12 credit for
this. I have seen Cable News
12 feature important stories
from New Providence that
never see the light of day on
ZNS. While it is true that
ZNS has done a admirable
job in covering the news
from the Family Islands,
Cable News 12 seems to be
doing a better job of cover-
ing the news in New Provi-
dence. 

Cable News 12 is very
professional and fast paced.
The newscasters are very
articulate and good-looking.
In fact, the newscasters on
Cable News are better look-
ing than the newscasters on
ZNS. I have heard several
Grand Bahamian men brag
about how beautiful
the newscasters are from
that private news organiza-
tion. I would be lying if I
were to say that I prefer
ZNS TV news to Cable
News. I don't. In fact, I find
myself watching Cable News
12 rather than ZNS TV
news. Reporters like Can-
dia Dames and Juan
McCartney are very good at
their craft. It could be
argued that both of them are
the best in the business.

I have noticed that Cable
News 12 reporters always
make it a point to say that
they are the best in the busi-
ness in bringing news to the
people. No one can deny
that they are very good in
this regard. Moreover, the
actual television newscast is
very professional; and the
video production is of a very
high quality. If I didn't know
any better; I would've
thought that I was watching
a US TV newscast. On the
other hand, the ZNS TV
newscasts look like old
video footages from the

1980s. I think that Cable
News has outdone ZNS in
this area. 

Nevertheless, despite its
upside and professionalism;
I still don't believe that
Cable News is the best TV
newscast in the business
right now. I give the slight
edge to ZNS for the simple
reason that ZNS TV
news airs on holidays and
weekends. I have noticed
that Cable News 12 doesn't
air on weekends. I
had switched the TV chan-
nel to Cable 12 at 7:30 pm
on Friday, October 14,
which was the Discovery
Day holiday; and saw a pro-
gramme on called Islands of
the World Fashion Week.
During that same time,
though, The Bahamas
Tonight newscast was on.
When the weekends come,
Cable News 12 shuts down
like most government agen-
cies in this country. ZNS
TV news, however, despite
its shortcoming, is on Satur-
days, Sundays and holidays.
When I want to watch the
news on a Saturday or a
Sunday evening, I can't turn
to Cable TV 12, they're
off the air. But I can depend
on ZNS Bahamas Tonight
to be on the air. Further-
more, the newscasters and
reporters on ZNS are also
very professional and artic-
ulate. I have been critical of
ZNS throughout the years;
but I still give them credit
for having very good

reporters. 
In addition to airing its

newscast on the weekends
and on holidays, ZNS con-
tinues to run circles around
the other media houses
when it comes to covering
an approaching hurricane.
This was evident when Hur-
ricane Irene slammed into
The Bahamas this past
August. I believe that ZNS
TV news has outdone its
competitors in this area.
Most Bahamians tune in to
ZNS to get the latest infor-
mation on an approaching
hurricane. I think ZNS has
at least two meteorologists
on staff. As far as I can tell,
I don't know if Cable News
12 has any meteorologists.

Until Cable News 12
decides to broadcast
on weekends and on holi-
days, they cannot honestly
consider themselves to be
the best in the business at
this stage.  The ZNS
Bahamas Tonight newscast
is still the number one rated
newscast in the country right
now. Cable News 12 is
indeed good, but they still
have ways to go before they
are crowned number one. I
hope that whoever calls the
shots at Cable News 12
reads this letter and gives
serious consideration to air-
ing the newscasts on week-
ends. Cable News 12 has
been on the air now for sev-
eral years; it is high time that
they start broadcasting on
weekends and on holidays.
Thank you!

KEVIN EVANS
Nassau,
October 16, 2011.
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CANBERRA, Australia  — Thou-
sands of people cheered and waved from
the banks of the Australian capital’s
central lake as Queen Elizabeth II and
her husband, Prince Philip, took a motor
boat to a flower show Thursday in their
first public appearance of a 10-day tour
of Australia.

The queen wore a lilac hat and coat
and her husband a hat to protect against
the late morning spring sunshine as they
waved to well-wishers from the open
boat beneath an almost cloudless sky.
The couple, who arrived in Australia on
Wednesday, appeared fresh despite the
11-hour time difference from their Lon-
don home.

The fans who greeted the royal couple
included Elizabeth Stewart, 83, who flew
from her home in Lower Hutt, New
Zealand, to see the monarch for the
third time. Stewart first saw the queen
when she visited New Zealand in 1954,
less then two years after her coronation.
The queen is the monarch of 16 coun-
tries, including Australia and neighbour-
ing New Zealand.

Stewart said she disagrees with the
Australian government's position that
the British monarch should be replaced
as Australia’s head of state by a presi-
dent who is an Australian citizen.

“The queen gives us continuity,”
Stewart said. “Presidents come and go.”

Nils Lantzke thinks Australia should
have a president, but decided to come to
Canberra's Lake Burley Griffin anyway
with his alpaca, Honeycomb, which he
takes to hospitals as pet therapy for
patients.

“I’m not really interested in her as
queen of Australia,” Lantzke said. “If it
was the king of Saudi Arabia who’d
come to Canberra, I'd do the same —
make him feel welcome.”

Canberra’s annual flower show had
been extended to accommodate the
monarch's visit — her 16th to Australia
since 1954.

The queen will visit Brisbane and
Melbourne before opening next week's
meeting of the 54-nation Common-
wealth in the western coastal city of
Perth. Leaders of the nations linked to
Britain’s former empire, who meet every
two years, will consider a range of rec-

ommended reforms, including lifting
laws against homosexuality that exist in
most Commonwealth countries.

The queen’s arrival in Canberra late
Wednesday was front page news in Aus-
tralia's major newspapers on Thursday.

Prime Minister Julia Gillard, who
argues the queen should be Australia’s
last monarch, and Chief Minister Katy
Gallagher, the head of the Australian
Capital Territory government, who
agrees that Australia should become a
republic, were questioned by reporters
Thursday on why they had not curtsied
when they greeted the queen on her
arrival.

Both Gillard and Gallagher replied
that protocol allowed them to bow and
shake the queen’s hand instead of curt-
sying.

“The advice to me was very clear that
you can make a choice with what you
feel most comfortable with; that’s what I
felt most comfortable with,” Welsh-born
Gillard told reporters.

Governor General Quentin Bryce, the
monarch’s representative in Australia
and the first woman to fill the role, had
greeted the queen by curtsying.

Australians rejected a proposal to
make Australia a republic at a referen-
dum in 1999. Supporters of a republic
were bitterly divided over various
options for selecting a president. The
Australian Capital Territory, where the
queen will spend most of her current vis-
it at the governor general’s official resi-
dence, was the only state or territory to
endorse a republic.

John Warhurst, deputy chairman of
the Australian Republican Movement,
which is leading the public campaign to
change the constitution to create an
Australian head of state, said the
queen’s popularity among Australians
would probably doom another referen-
dum to failure during her reign.

“We believe that she is a foreign dig-
nitary first and foremost and Australia's
head of state down the line,” Warhurst
said. “But it’s hard to think of an inter-
national dignitary ... who’s been around
longer and has greater respect in the
international community.”

(By Rod McGuirk of the Associated
Press).

Cable News 12
still not better
than ZNS TV

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Australians cheer Queen Elizabeth
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

Permit me to comment on
the “PLP Headquarters bro-
ken into” with FNM pom-
poms found inside. What will
the PLP resort to next for
power? In my opinion they
broke into their own place
and tried to make it look like
the work of the FNM. It is
also my opinion that these
people are so desperate that
they would stoop to any level.
That is not the actions of
FNM’s, they have more class
than that. Instead I see it as a
page right out of the Univer-
sity of Wulff Road’s goon
squad manual.

Be reminded of the “fire”
at the same HQ. They tried
to insinuate then that it was
the FNM. 

The same for Fred Mitchel-
l’s HQ during the last cam-
paign. 

Don’t judge the FNM by
PLP standards, which  as far
as I am concerned is lower
than a snake’s belly.

I would be more inclined
to believe it, if it were the oth-
er way around. Of course, we
all know the nature of the
beast.

A WISE ONE
Nassau,
October 2011.

Nature of the beast

 



By DANA SMITH

SEVERE road flooding has
plagued Alexander Street in
Palmdale for years, and those
who live and work in the area
say they are fed up.

One shop owner blames the
Ministry of Public Works and
Transport, which is responsi-
ble for clearing the drains of
clogging debris.

Samantha Moree, sales and
marketing director of the bak-
ery “Something's Different”
on the corner of Alexander
and Rosetta Streets, said the
stagnant water is sometimes
around for days and has a
negative impact on her busi-
ness.

“If it rains and the drains
are clean, it can take any-
where between eight and 12
hours for the water to drain,”
Ms Moree said. “If the drains
aren’t clean, water can be
there for two or three days.”

Ms Moree said the drain in
front of her shop in particular
needs frequent cleaning,
because all the water from the
surrounding areas collect
there.

“Because of our location,
we are the most affected. We
are in a location where all of
the water from the surround-
ing areas collects,” she said.

“There are drains that help
remove the water but they
have to be kept clean for
them to work.

“I only know of two times
the drains have been cleaned
– once last year and once this
year, because both times I
called the Ministry of Works.

“I don’t have time to call

the ministry every time.
Cleaning once a year might
be okay for most drains, but
since everything pools in our
area – garbage, water, dirt,
everything – it needs to be
cleaned more often.

“It’s not a difficult problem
to solve once the ministry
realises this particular drain
needs more attention than
most,” she said.

Ms Moree said the flood-
ing discourages some poten-
tial customers, and frustrates
those who do show up.

“It looks very intimidating
and very few people want to
make the effort to come to
our store.

“How many people look at
our shop surrounded by the
water and think, ‘I just don't
want to deal with that
today’?”

“It’s very embarrassing for

us. Some of our customers
have even complained,” she
said.

“It’s a very old problem
that has been here since
before I was born, and I’m
40,” Ms Moree said. “We
moved here almost three
years ago knowing that the
water settled here.

“It wasn’t a problem at first
because our business was
based on pre-orders, but now
we do everyday retail and
there’s an urgency to get this
flooding under control.

“We’ve thought about
moving, but then why should
we have to move? 

“Why can't the problem be
fixed? We're already settled
in here.”

Ministry of Public Works
and Transport representatives
could not be reached for com-
ment.
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‘HOW LONG MUST WE
PUT UP WITH THIS?’

‘HOW LONG MUST WE
PUT UP WITH THIS?’

RESIDENTS
and workers
are routinely
suffering
from road
flooding in
Alexander
Street in
Palmdale,
and say they
have had
enough

 



By DANA SMITH

THE Hotel Industry Man-
agement Pension Fund is
operating under a policy of
“discrimination” according to

a former hotel employee.
Pedro Smith,  45,  who

worked in a Paradise Island
hotel for 12 years, said he
was unfairly denied a pen-
sion by the fund – some-

thing which the Hotel
Industry Management Pen-
sion Fund refutes.

“I worked for Resorts
International from 1982
through 1994 as assistant

manager of pest control and
fire safety,” Mr Smith said. 

Mr Smith moved to the US
in 1998 and on March 15 of
this year, contacted the Hotel
Manager’s Union to make

sure he was eligible for pen-
sion and was assured that he
was.

However, when he tried to
claim his pension, he was
denied.

And Mr Smith claims that
his two brothers, with whom
he worked, were both paid by
the fund.

According to Mr Smith, he
contacted senior executives at
the Hotel Pension Manage-
ment Fund, but was told that
although his brothers received
cheques, this does not mean
he was eligible, despite the
fact that all three worked for
the same department and
hotel.

“The Hotel Pension Man-
agement Fund cannot choose
who to give and not to give
pension cheques to,” Mr
Smith said. “This is simply a
discrimination policy.”

However, secretary to the
fund’s Board of Trustees
Michael Reckley explained
that Mr Smith is clearly not
eligible for a pension at this
time. 

According to the rules of
the fund – which Mr Reckley
said are clearly stated in the
pension plan handbook – to
qualify for a pension at all,
employees have to have
worked for a hotel for more
than 10 years, at which point
they become “vested mem-
bers”.

Any person who works less
than 10 years and is not yet
vested can request a “cash
out” – and will be paid the
equivalent of the contribu-
tions to the fund made in their
name, but no regular pension
payments.

Those who do qualify for a
pension are supposed to begin
receiving payments at age 65,
but can request an early pen-
sion at age 55 if they have
worked in a hotel for more
than 15 years.

Mr Reckley explained that
as Mr Smith worked in the
industry for 12 years and
therefore became vested, he
cannot cash out.

And, he does not qualify
for an early pension because
he did not work in the
industry for more than 15
years.

Even if he had, Mr Reckley
pointed out, Mr Smith – who
left the hotel at age 28 – is
only 45 – 10 years too young
to qualify.

The fund’s records indicate
that a brother of Mr Smith
was issued a cheque, but this
was a single cash out pay-
ment, for which the recipient
qualified because he had
worked at the hotel for less
than 10 years, Mr Reckley
said.

He said he has spoken to
Mr Smith “more than a dozen
times” in an effort to explain
why he does not yet qualify
for a pension.

When he is of age the pay-
ments will begin, Mr Reckley
said, adding: “The rules are
clear.

“We are a reputable com-
pany, and this is a worthwhile
plan.

“We aid anyone who works
in this industry,” the fund sec-
retary said.

But Mr Smith disagreed,
saying people who worked for
more than 10, but less than
15 years in a hotel are left out
in the cold.

He said this means that by
definition, the plan is dis-
criminatory – which he said
“means to make distinctions
in treatment or show partiali-
ty and prejudice”.

And Mr Smith also called
for more government over-
sight of all pension plans,
along with full audits to
ensure members’ funds are
being properly adminis-
tered.
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R E S I D E N T  P R O M OT I O N

Adults79$ Kids49$

No reservations required, based on availability.
For general inquiries call 363-6950.

Aquaventure passes and lunch vouchers are available
at the Discover Atlantis Desk in the Coral Towers.
Proof of residency required for discounted rate.

Includes: 

Complimentary Parking included with Package Purchase
Located at the Atlantis Self Park Facility

 at the rear of the Craft Center

Complimentary Lunch Voucher
 Redeemable at express outlets only

Access to all Atlantis Pools, Slides and Rides

August 20th - November 20th

HOTEL INDUSTRY PENSION FUND OPERATING
UNDER A POLICY OF ‘DISCRIMINATION’

 



By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

DURING his contribution
to the crime bills debate in
the House of Assembly yes-
terday Opposition leader Per-
ry Christie called on Mount
Moriah MP Tommy Turn-
quest to clarify his statements
made on Tuesday regarding
Members of Parliament hir-
ing illegal workers.

He said his ambiguous
comments left questions
about whether a Member of
Parliament was involved in
illegal activities.

“Is there something we
should know about illegal
activities on the part of any-
one, because the implication
of what you said clearly was
that some people had work
permits without having per-
mission and had people work-
ing without work permits,”
said Mr Christie.

Mr Turnquest was brought
to his feet earlier this week in
the House of Assembly as he
demanded that Bamboo
Town MP Branville McCart-
ney withdraw his reference to
the prime minister in which
Mr McCartney accused the
Prime Minister of not sub-
mitting his disclosure forms
under the Public Disclosure
Act. Under the Act members
of parliament are required to
disclose theirs and their
immediate family’s assets.
Failure to do so is an offence
punishable by a $10,000 fine
or up to two years in prison or
both. An offender’s property
can also be forfeited to the
Crown.

“The member for Bamboo
Town,” said Mr Turnquest,
“has made a claim against the
member for North Abaco
(Mr Ingraham). North Abaco
has refuted that – he ought to
withdraw those remarks.”

Later, Mr Turnquest said
he did not want Bamboo
Town MP McCartney to with-
draw the claims against the
nation's chief. 

“Obviously we will deal
with it in another manner,”
said Mr Turnquest. “Persons
in this House have been tardy
in doing their public disclo-
sure for many years but peo-
ple have also been tardy in
hiring illegal persons without
any permits and doing other
things.”

Speaking with the Tribune
yesterday Mr McCartney said
he did not wish to speculate
whether Mr Turnquest’s com-
ments were directed towards
him, but added that if they
were Mr Turnquest should
come forward to clarify his
statements and if there is con-
cern to confront him with it.

“I do not know what he was
speaking about when he
referred to illegal immigra-
tion,” said Mr McCartney,
who at the time of his resig-
nation from the FNM earlier
this year, was junior Minister
of State for Immigration, “but
I encourage the Minister of
National Security to come and
speak with me if there is a
concern – stop making accu-
sations from his seat in Par-
liament.”

Mr Christie in his address
said further to Mr Turnquest
comments, South Abaco MP
Edison Key's claim about
the $5,000 retainer paid to
Mr McCartney to collect

money owed to BAIC
“raised serious questions”.

In the House of Assembly
on Tuesday Mr Key had
claimed that Mr McCartney
accepted a $5,000 retainer to
help BAIC collect millions
in unpaid debt, but had yet
to deliver on his part of the
agreement. 

“That was just left there –
because members have
admonished each other in
this debate we must not
paint people indirectly and
wrongly. It's a matter that
should be clarified,” said Mr
Christie.

Responding to Mr Key’s
comments during a press
conference yesterday at his
Halsbury Chambers law
firm, Mr McCartney denied
the allegations, calling them
“untruths”.

Mr McCartney said he
never spoke with Mr Key
regarding legal work for
BAIC, nor did he receive a

cheque from them.
“I wonder if Mr Edison

Key knew what he was say-
ing,” said Mr McCartney, “it
would mean that he would
have colluded with a cabinet
minister – he would have
been very wrong to do that.”

Admitting that a former
associate of his firm was
retained and provided legal
services for BAIC, Mr
McCartney said he was not
practising during the time in
question and provided no
legal work for BAIC while a
Cabinet Minister.
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CHRISTIE: ‘SERIOUS
QUESTIONS’ OVER
MP’S ACTIVITIES

PERRY CHRISTIE has called on Tommy Turnquest MP to clarify comments on MPs hiring illegal work-
ers to make clear whether an MP was involved in illegal activities

CHRISTIE: ‘SERIOUS
QUESTIONS’ OVER
MP’S ACTIVITIES

‘‘IIss tthheerree ssoommee--
tthhiinngg wwee sshhoouulldd
kknnooww aabboouutt iilllleeggaall
aaccttiivviittiieess oonn tthhee
ppaarrtt ooff aannyyoonnee??’’

Perry Christie

        



IN APRIL, RoyalStar
Assurance launched the sec-
ond annual Click for A Cause
charity drive. The online,
interactive campaign branded
by the company’s advertising
and design firm, AdWorks,
was once again very well
received with final vote tallies
exceeding those of last year. 

The initiative was intro-
duced last year with much
fanfare and wrapped-up in
December 2010, with dona-
tion presentations to the three
charities with the most votes –

Hands For Hunger, the
Bahamas National Trust and
the Ranfurly Home.

RSA also presented three
lucky persons who made
donations to the various char-
ities with either a $250, $500
or $1,000 Visa gift card.

This year, the public was
again invited to vote for the
charity of their choice from a
list that included: Abilities
Unlimited, the AIDS Founda-
tion, the Bahamas Conference
Women’s Missionary Society,
BASRA (Bahamas Air, Sea

and Rescue Association), the
Humane Society, the Persis
Rodgers Home for the Aged,
Sister Sister, the Bahamas Red
Cross, the Scout Association
of the Bahamas, Project Read
and Ride For Hope.

Voters were encouraged to
vote for any charities not list-
ed as well. The Bahamas Con-
ference Women’s Missionary
Society, BHumane and Sister
Sister emerged as winners.

Each organisation received
a donation from RoyalStar
Assurance.
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REPRESENTATIVES FROM all the winning charities in RSA’s Click For A Cause 2011 campaign.

CLICKING FOR A CAUSE
PRESIDENT OF the Ranfurly Home Alexandra Mallis-Lynch (centre)
and a Ranfurly Home representative accept a donation from Sherease
Mills, RoyalStar Assurance representative

KIM ARANHA, president of the Bahamas Humane Society.

HANDS FOR HUNGER founder
and president Alanna Rodgers
accepts a donation from Royal-
Star Assurance.

VICE-PRESIDENT of Sister Sister, Sandra Ferguson
Rolle, and Sister Sister President Andrea Sweeting
accept a donation.

SHEREASE MILLS, RSA representative, presents
Thelma Williamson and Juliette Patterson of the 
Bahamas Conference Women’s Missionary Soci-
ety with their donation.

LYNN GAPE, deputy executive
director of the Bahamas Nation-
al Trust, is presented with a
donation by Sherease Mills.
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The Mercedes-Benz C-Class
Your most enjoyable drive ever.

The Mercedes-Benz C-Class is a pleasure
to behold offering a new interpretation of
driving pleasure. Its taut lines lend it an
air of effortless superiority while the wide
radiator grille and distinctive rear section
announce a vehicle with a real presence
and dynamic personality. 

Few cars can compete with its ability to
adjust so many facets of its character –
from the interior to the drive technology – 
so quickly and precisely in response 

to external conditions and your own
particular needs. The key to this flexible
response is the standard-fit Agility
Control Package which includes 
selective damping.

The interior offers noticeably more 
space and a more distinctive atmosphere
to suit your taste. As you will see, the 
C-Class is the perfect embodiment 
of the Mercedes-Benz philosophy.

Tyreflex Star Motors
Wulff Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas, Tel 242.325.4961 • Fax 242.323.4667

OUR PARTS DEPARTMENT IS FULLY STOCKED WITH EVERY
COMPONENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR MERCEDES
RUNS TROUBLE FREE. TRAINED TECHNICIANS ON DUTY.

�e new community of Schooner Bay – South Abaco operated by the 
Schooner Bay Community Corporation and Bahamian developer 

Lindroth Development Company Ltd. is now actively accepting proposals 
from licensed, insured and quali�ed Bahamian professionals for 

new business opportunities that are planned in the early years of this 
blossoming harbour village community.

· Electric Golf Cart – 
Sales, Rentals, Service

· Automobile Rental & Leasing

· Grocery Store & Farmer’s Market

· Liquor – Wine – Ice Store

· Gas Station & Harbour 
Fuel Services

· Hardware & Housewares Store

· Regional Ground Transportation
(van/bus)

· Residential Waste Management

· Boat Hauling & Dry Storage

· Marine & Ship’s Store

· Co�ee Shop & Sundries

· Property Management Services
(Maintenance, Landscape, Housekeeping)

�e following opportunities have been identi�ed as the core businesses 
needed at Schooner Bay in 2012 and beyond:

Please send proposals to: james@lindroth.cc

Proposals should be received by November 15th, 2011.
Only select candidates will be contacted.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

MINISTER of National
Security Tommy Turnquest,
right, welcomed Jim McLay,
ambassador and permanent
representative of New
Zealand to the United
Nations, during a courtesy call
at the Churchill Building on
October 13.

Photo: Patrick Hanna/BIS

WELCOME
FOR ENVOY
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Holding a daughter close,
Mr Rolle’s visibly distraught
wife, Theresa Rolle said: “I
just want this to be over.”

Having been called in to
the Princess Margaret Hospi-
tal morgue to view and iden-
tify the body, Mr Rolle's fam-
ily and friends were crying
and comforting each other as
they left.

Senior police officials said
they were  unable to com-
ment on the family’s theo-
ry. 

Calls to head of the Cen-
tral Detective Unit, Supt Paul
Rolle, were not returned.

On Tuesday morning, just
before 3am, Mr Rolle and a
so-far unidentified woman
were sleeping in a home on
Saki's  Close off  Soldier
Road when three gunmen
forced their way into the

home and opened fire on
the couple.

Police have confirmed
that the two children in the
house at the time were not
injured. 

The woman, who suffered
multiple gunshot wounds, was
taken by ambulance to
Princess Margaret Hospital,
while Rolle was declared dead
at the scene.

Mr Rolle's death, the coun-
try's 105th murder of the year,
comes as members of parlia-
ment discuss 10 anti-Crime
Bills.

The Bills aim to revamp the
outdated penal code, tackle
the problem of repeat offend-
ers and to put stiffer penal-
ties on hardened criminals.

Anyone who is able to
assist with information can
contact police at 911, CDU at
502-9991, and Crime Stoppers
at 328-tips.

He also criticised 10 Bills
which were debated in Parlia-
ment yesterday – meant to
address crime through an
overhaul of the penal code, an
amendment to the Bail Act
and increasing sentences for
certain violent crimes – and
said the legislation does noth-
ing to address the social roots
of crime, poverty and violence. 

The country is in the midst
of a crisis, said the Farm Road
MP, where out of work young
men are being lured into a life
of crime through promises of
easy money. 

He said he has even been
propositioned by teenage girls
for money in exchange for sex,
who pay their way through
school with cash given to them
by older sexual partners. 

“There is a criminal enter-
prise that exists that is a
source of attraction for (young
people). There are young men
without criminal records that
have been attracted to them.
There is an obligation for the
state to create a counter to the
criminal enterprise and we're
fooling ourselves to come in
here and talk nonsense about
Urban Renewal . 

“The criminal enterprise

every day is saying you’re not
working come and take this
$50, give this to your mother,
take this for rent and then one
day they say I want you to
shoot him for $500.

“The fundamental failure
of the FNM today in the face
of the most serious crime cri-
sis is their seemingly lack of
understanding of the need for
there to be a strategy beyond
that of arming and equipping
the police – which we support.

“You could buy all the
equipment, give the police all

the technology, unless you
have a programme that is
directly relating to children in
their environment… and that
programme informs public
policy, an intervention to help,
you are wasting your time.”   

He added that findings of
an IDB sponsored report that
was commissioned during his
term as prime minister found
that many students are armed
or have thoughts of violence.  

According to that report,
66 per cent of girls and 50 per
cent of boys surveyed said

they feel like hurting or killing
someone while 33 per cent of
males, 13 per cent of females
said they carry a weapon out-
side of school and 20 per cent
of male secondary students
and 6 per cent of female said
they carry a weapon to school. 

These examples underscore
the need for Government to
invest as much in social pro-
grammes as they have in pub-
lic infrastructure, he said. 

“This government has
demonstrated it can spend
$250 million on roads and
infrastructure. There is a com-
pelling need in this country
for us to recognise that we are

out of control with crime. 
“(But) there are thousands

of young Bahamians who are
being overlooked. You’re faced
with a crisis. You’re faced with
hundreds of people out on bail,
you’ve castigated us for being
‘wutless’ and you have not been
able to move from the same
spot – you're stuck.”

The Progressive Liberal
Party’s plan to curb crime
includes police “saturating”
crime hot spots and Urban
Renewal 2.0, which will focus
on social intervention and
community based policing.

Debate on the crime Bills
continues in the House today.

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

‘MURDERERS GOT
THE WRONG MAN’

FAMILY and friends of Robbie Rolle outside the morgue yesterday morning

CHRISTIE: ‘CRIME PLAN A FAILURE’

        



der, rape or armed robbery
in 2010 and 2011, only 13
people have been given an
electronic bracelet, Mr
Turnquest said yesterday.

“When you start looking
at those released on bail
from the time they were
charged and what they were
charged with, it will make
your hair curl.”

Mr Turnquest added:
“We went to great lengths to
introduce this electronic
monitoring system, if you’re
going to release them at
least put an ankle bracelet

on them.”
The government has

spent $878,851.30 for the
management of the monitor-
ing system by ICS of the
Bahamas and international
partners, Mr Turnquest said. 

During his contribution
to the government’s pro-
posed compendium of anti-
crime bills, the Mount Mori-
ah MP explained that it cost
the government a total of
$15 per day to monitor an
individual, more than half
the cost per day of housing a
prison inmate.

At the beginning of the
week, 179 people were in

the programme, and 162
were being actively moni-
tored. Mr Turnquest said 17
people have been remanded
to prison for breaching the
terms of their monitoring. 

“I’m not passing the
buck,” Mr Turnquest said.
“I’m talking the facts. I did-
n’t put them out on bail, I
put them before the courts.
We can continue to dance
around this issue or we can
look at the facts.

“I echo the frustration of
the Police, who work hard in
taking alleged criminals off

the streets, only to have
them return to commit more
crimes,” he said.

The electronic monitor-
ing programme has been
introduced in New Provi-
dence, Grand Bahama, Aba-
co and Exuma. Due to its
effectiveness, Mr Turnquest
said the programme also has
been implemented in
Trinidad and Tobago.

During yesterday’s
debate, Mr Turnquest also
revealed that nearly 500
Bahamians have been
deported from foreign juris-

dictions.
“Whilst most of the

deportations have been as a
consequence of violating
immigration laws, some 42
per cent of the deportees
had been convicted of drug
related offences,” Mr Turn-
quest said.

“The matter of criminal
deportees returning to the
Bahamas from foreign juris-
dictions is therefore one that
is of concern to law enforce-
ment agencies and one that
warrants constant monitor-
ing.”
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South Abaco MP Edison Key.
Branville McCartney, MP

and Democratic National
Alliance (DNA) leader at a
press conference yesterday
denied that Bahamas Agri-
cultural & Industrial Corpo-
ration (BAIC) was ever his
client, as Mr Key had alleged
in the House of Assembly. Mr
McCartney said he was actu-
ally inactive at the firm at that
time, not practising for some
two years prior to being elect-
ed to government.

“Old men playing old polit-
ical games and it is not going
to work this time,” said Mr
McCartney.

He said as a young leader
who is trying to move forward
in a new way for the country
he is being falsely attacked
for starting a new party and
giving the people an alternate
choice.

Following a heated
exchange between Mr
McCartney and Prime Minis-
ter Hubert Ingraham and sev-
eral government members in
the House of Assembly yes-
terday after the Bamboo
Town MP chastised the PM
for failing to submit disclo-
sure forms of his assets, Mr
Key said that three years ago
– when Mr McCartney was
still a government minister –
he was hired by BAIC to help

the agency collect millions in
outstanding payments.

Mr Key claimed Mr
McCartney was paid $5,000
for his services, but was never
heard from again on the mat-
ter.

"We made an agreement
and we gave him a retainer
of $5,000 almost three years
ago and I haven't heard from
him from then 'til now,” said
Mr Key.

Statements made by Mr
Key “offended my integrity,
quite frankly my honour and I
take offence to that,” said Mr

McCartney. 
He said that he has never

been to Mr Key’s BAIC
office, he has never been
approached by him or agreed
to do any legal work for him
while a cabinet minister nor
did he ever receive a cheque
for $5,000 from BAIC, as
claimed by Mr Key.

“Everything he said about
me is an untruth – in Bahami-
an terms he lied and should
be very ashamed of himself,”
said Mr McCartney.

Further Mr McCartney said
that if Mr Key’s statements

were correct he would have
been wrongly colluding with a
cabinet minister who he well
knows should not have been
practising.

“I am asking the Prime
Minister to call for Mr Edi-
son Key’s resignation,” said
Mr McCartney. “I say that
outside of the House of
Assembly so that if anything I
am saying is untrue he has
every recourse against me.” 

During the press confer-
ence Mr McCartney provid-
ed copies of letters exchanged
between Mr Key and Donald

Saunders, a former associate
of Halsbury Chambers, the
first dated September 12, 2007
from BAIC requesting a con-
tract for legal services.

A copy of the retainer
cheque in the amount of
$5,000 was also provided by
Mr McCartney who con-
firmed that legal services were
rendered for BAIC by Mr
Saunders, not himself.

Mr Saunders, an associate
of Graham Thompson & Co,
speaking with The Tribune
said he could not speak to
claims made by Mr Key
regarding Mr McCartney yes-
terday, however, he did con-
firm he represented BAIC
while an attorney at Halsbury
Chambers – working on a
number of files until his
departure three years ago.

“I never have solicited
work from BAIC,” said Mr
Saunders, “as a senior asso-
ciate at Halsbury I responded
to a request for legal service
and work was in fact carried
out until my departure from
the firm in 2008.”

Mr Saunders added he con-
tinues to provide legal ser-
vices for BAIC and maintains
a good relationship with them.

Mr McCartney challenged
Mr Key to make such claims
against him outside of the
privilege of Parliament where
he can be held accountable
for his words.

were compiled when the
country’s murder count stood
at 104 and do not account for
murder victim Robbie Rolle,
who was killed inside his Sol-
dier Road home on October
18.

There were 72 murders up
to October 11, 2010. 

National Security Minister
Tommy Turnquest said that
while police have solved 52
per cent of this year's mur-
ders the remaining challenge
is getting the matters before
the courts. 

Of the 105 murders record-
ed for the year, 72 per cent
of them were done with
firearms and 15 per cent by
knives. 

Sixty-six per cent of the 105
murders recorded this year
were directly related to crim-
inal enterprises fueled by
drugs, conflict and retaliation
while nine per cent were
domestically related, said the
MP. 

He added that police have
concluded that the majority
of murder victims and sus-
pects are known criminals. 

“An analysis of the murder
cases also reveal that many of
the victims and the suspects
are known to the police.
Members opposite have tried
to portray this analysis as
uncaring, nothing could be
further from the truth. I am
concerned about these mur-
ders, but I am more con-
cerned about those innocent
victims, those armed robbery
victims who are killed by
these thugs.”

According to the statistics
incidents of rape rose by 38
per cent, from 58 reported
cases up to October 11 last
year to 80 at October 11,
2011. 

Attempted rapes increased
by 18 per cent, from 22
reported incident to 26 in the
corresponding time period. 

However, there were
decreases in two categories of
violent crimes, manslaughter
and unlawful sexual inter-
course which fell by 50 per
cent and 30 per cent respec-
tively.

Crimes against property
rose by 10 per cent up to
October 11 compared to the
same time last year. 

However, in this category
there were decreases in
reported incidents of burglary,
shopbreaking and stealing
which fell by 12, 23, and one
per cent respectively during
the time period in question. 

Housebreaking increased
by nine per cent from 2,293
to 2,502, the statistics
revealed. 

The Mount Moriah MP
released the statistics as he
made his contribution to a
debate on 10 criminal justice
Bills in the House of Assem-
bly yesterday. 

He said the package of Bills
is part of Government’s “mul-
ti-faceted” approach to root
out criminal elements in soci-
ety. 

The debate resumes in Par-
liament today. 

SECURITY MINISTER HITS OUT AT JUDGES YET AGAIN

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

ffrroomm ppaaggee oonnee

BRAN REJECTS BAIC ACCUSATIONS

BRANVILLE McCARTNEY shows the document which he says disproves the accusations made by South
Abaco MP Edison Key over work for BAIC Photo: Felipé Major/Tribune Staff

TEN PER
CENT RISE
IN CRIME
FIGURES

Crimes Against 
the Person

Murder - 72; 104
Attempted Murder - 7; 9 
Manslaughter - 2; 1
Rape - 58; 80
Attempted Rape - 22, 26
Unlawful Sexual Inter-
course - 183; 129
Armed Robbery - 639;
704
Robbery - 237; 274
Attempted Robbery - 25;
27

Crimes Against Property 

Burglary - 293; 258
Housebreaking - 2,293;
2,502
Shopbreaking - 975; 752
Stealing - 1,513; 1,503
Stealing from a vehicle -
1,180; 1,868
Stolen vehicles - 960;
1,031

Crime Statistics from 
January 1 to October 11,
2010, and January 1 to

October 11, 2011.

       



BY DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
Dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – The finan-
cial woes of many small busi-
nesses in Freeport are not due
to economic circumstances
but rather because of poor
bookkeeping practices
according to Clara Lowe,
Department of Statistics assis-
tant director.

At a workshop hosted by
the department on Tuesday,
Mrs Lowe noted that most
small businesses do not have
proper accounting records.

“Too many businesses are
failing because they are
unprepared for this economy
as they do have not proper
records to evaluate their
weaknesses, and unfortu-
nately we are seeing especial-
ly smaller businesses here
closing,” she said.

In observance of National
Statistics Day, the Depart-
ment of Statistics invited 50
small business owners to par-
ticipate in a free workshop
under the theme, ‘Partnering
with our Business Communi-
ty to Provide Better Statistics
for Sound Planning’.

CPA John Swain, first vice
president of the GB Cham-
ber of Commerce, made a
presentation on the topic,
‘How to keep good business
accounting.’

Nicole Pinder, supervisor
for the business establishment
section at the department’s
northern branch, gave a pre-
sentation on the topic, ‘The
importance of good business
statistics.’

Mrs Lowe noted that a
sample survey is conducted
of private entities engaged in
productive economic activity
on Grand Bahama.

The survey begins the first
week of March each year and
questionnaires are mailed, e-
mailed or hand-delivered to
the selected respondents, who
are required to provide infor-
mation on their performance
the previous year.

Mrs Lowe reported that for
the first time in many years,
more that 70 per cent of the
businesses responded. 

However, she noted that
certain portions of the ques-
tionnaire were not filled out
because many small business
owners simply do not have
the relevant information due
to the lack proper account-
ing/bookkeeping records.

“Many could not put their
hands on the information to
fill out the forms of their
returns because they do not
have proper accounts,” Mrs
Lowe said. 

“What we find is that older
folks keep their receipts in a
box and the young people try
to keep it on a computer but
they are not updating it, and
proper records are important
in business,” she said.

Mr Swain told participants
to keep their personal and
business accounts separate. 

He also stressed the impor-
tance of making daily deposits
at the bank, keeping proper
documentation of deposit
slips and cash receipts, and
reconciling bank statements. 

In her presentation, Nicole
Pinder noted that the busi-
ness establishment section of
the Department of Statistics
conducts surveys on private
businesses in 13 sectors,
including, mining and quar-
rying; manufacturing; elec-
tricity production and distri-
bution; water production and
distribution; construction;
wholesale and retail trade;
hotels, motels, guest-houses

and restaurants; transport
and storage; real estate; busi-
ness services; private educa-
tional institutions; health
activities; and other commu-
nity, social and personal ser-
vices (which includes funeral
homes, beauty salons and
washhouses).

She said the data generated
from the surveys is fed into
National Accounts Section
where it is used to measure
each sector's contribution to
national output and to pro-
vide information essential to
the estimation of the national
income and gross domestic
product of the Bahamas.

Ms Pinder said the survey
commences in March of each
year and ends August 31. 

She said respondents are
required to complete infor-
mation regarding their busi-
ness performance the previ-
ous year and return question-
naires the Department of Sta-
tistics. 

During the survey, officers
are required to periodically
contact the establishments to
determine firstly, if they have
received a questionnaire and
secondly, if they need assis-
tance in completing the ques-
tionnaire. 

This process continues until
the end of the survey period.

There are several steps in
the editing process which fol-
lows.

First, the questionnaires are
checked for completeness and
accuracy.

Second, they are then com-
pared with the previous years’
returns for that particular
respondent so as to detect any
consistency errors.

Lastly, in the event that
drastic fluctuations exist, the
respondent must be contacted
to discuss the possible expla-
nations.

LOCAL NEWS
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CPA JOHN SWAIN, first vice-president of the GB Chamber of Commerce, who gave a presentation at the
Department of Statistics’ free workshop under the theme ‘Partnering with our business community to pro-
vide better statistics for sound planning’

MEMBERS OF the audience listen during the Department of Statistics’
free workshop

‘‘WWhhaatt wwee ffiinndd iiss tthhaatt oollddeerr ffoollkkss kkeeeepp
tthheeiirr rreecceeiippttss iinn aa bbooxx aanndd tthhee yyoouunngg
ppeeooppllee ttrryy ttoo kkeeeepp iitt oonn aa ccoommppuutteerr
bbuutt tthheeyy aarree nnoott uuppddaattiinngg iitt,, aanndd pprroopp--
eerr rreeccoorrddss aarree iimmppoorrttaanntt iinn bbuussiinneessss’’

Clara Lowe, Department of Statistics

STATISTICS 
ADD UP 
TO GOOD 
BUSINESS
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What are the suspected names of the 
manatee mother and calf found in N a ssau 
Harbour?

Rita and Georgie

Opinion
By JOSEPH A WALKER
PhD, LLB (Hons) CLE 

KINDLY allow me some
space in your valuable column
to make a few comments on
the issue of crime in The
Bahamas. 

In recent times, it has
become fashionable and con-
venient for those who were
themselves at one point or the
other, in one capacity or the
other, in charge of our coun-
try to make public proclama-
tions on the cause of crime
and to point fingers at others
for the same. 

Nothing is wrong with this
as it keeps focus on the prob-
lem but, in all of it, the procla-
mations appear to miss the
real target. I will return to this
point later. 

One has heard the Leader
of the Official Opposition
pontificate about who is
responsible for the crime
wave we are experiencing and
as to what he would do about
it if he and his party were
returned to political power. 

It appears, however, that
he has conveniently forgotten
that he and his party had five
years to deal with this said
problem of crime but he and
his party did little or nothing
to solve the problem and they
were removed leaving the
problem to grow and fester. 

When the crime, at the
material time, touched per-
sonally, the Leader of the
Official Opposition, there
were many promises of what
he was going to do to get to
the bottom of it but, alas,
nothing was done. The prob-
lem remained unabated.

The Leader of the DNA,
like the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, has blamed the present
government for the problem
of crime going so far as to
hold the Minister of National

Security personally responsi-
ble for the problem, quite
conveniently forgetting that
he was a senior member and
Cabinet Minister of the now
governing party and therefore
shares part of the blame. 

While one acknowledges
that the crime issue is one of
grave concern, leaders as well
as those aspiring to be politi-
cal, religious and social lead-
ers ought not to allow them-
selves to make pronounce-
ments on this most serious
issue based on emotions,
spite, political pandering, per-
sonal, arbitrary and ascriptive
criteria or on poorly under-
stood facts or principles. To
do so is to be divisive and it
bodes no one well nor does it
contribute to the solution of
the problem which should be
the aim of all those who
engage in the debate on the
issue.

With all the noise in the
market place about crime,
particularly crimes involving
murder, the salient point that
is being missed or ignored or
not understood or factored in
the analysis is that no one, not
the government, not the Min-
ister, not even the parent or
spouse of the murderer can
prevent a murder unless the
murderer makes his intention
known prior to carrying out
the act. 

Even so, one may articu-
late an intention and may not
follow through on the
expressed intention or follow
through may be delayed. 

Murder is ideally personal
and, in most cases, private,
even if it is committed in a
public way. Some murders are
spontaneous. 

Thus, because murder and
other violent crimes can only
be prevented if one has prior
knowledge of their impend-
ing incidence, it is shortsight-
ed and, in many ways, unfair,

in one’s view, to hold any one
personally responsible for
them save the perpetrators. 

It is for this reason that
when the accused of a mur-
der or other crime is convict-
ed of his crime, not the gov-

ernment, the minister or his
parents, is punished person-
ally. 

This is not to be construed
to say crime cannot be pre-
vented for surely certain mea-
sures can be put in place to

discourage or reduce its inci-
dence, but this will only be
effective when we as a society
have a clear understanding of
the root causes of crime in
our society. 

Not the causes of crime in

the US or other Caribbean
territories as published in
reports and textbooks, but
those causes, if any, charac-
teristic to The Bahamas.

The factors involved in
causing crime are varied, mul-
tifaceted and, some cases,
interrelated and, as such, any
number of or any combina-
tion of them can synergise in
any individual or group of
individuals to result in the
commission of a crime. 

What we, as a society, need
to do is to try through detailed
and valid longitudinal scien-
tific research, to identify, if
we can, those factors, condi-
tions, circumstances, commu-
nity characteristics, family
variables and even national
linkages that are common
among murderers and perpe-
trators of other violent crimes
that may be trigger factors
and therefore attempt to iden-
tify and develop and apply
practical ameliorative strate-
gies.  

Even so, we may, at best,
only  make a small dent in the
problem. 

If we can, that would be a
starting point from and on
which we can build and learn.
Crime is not a simple issue in
any society. 

There is no simple or easy
solution therefore. If there
were, other more developed
and advanced societies would
have solved it a long time ago
because they have been grap-
pling with it longer than we
have. 

All the pillars of society –
the government, the opposi-
tion parties, the church, the
judiciary, the security forces,
the educational system, the
family to name a few – must
work cooperatively and con-
genially for the reduction of
crime in our society. The
blame game is most dysfunc-
tional and, at best, divisive.

IS THE SOLUTION TO CRIME TO CHOOSE
ONE SIDE OR TO WORK TOGETHER?

IN THE debate over crime in the Bahamas, each side has pointed the finger at others - but would it be more
productive for all sides to work together?

 



By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

PROPOSED reforms to
the Bahamas’ casino gaming
regulations will “make a sig-

nificant difference” if they are
all enacted, the minister of
tourism yesterday saying they
would make this nation more
competitive and give it a
potential “tie breaker” over
rival destinations.

The legislative and regula-
tory amendments, awaited for
more than a year by the
Bahamas Hotel Association
(BHA) and casino gaming
regulations, are now con-
tained in a “massive docu-
ment” that Vincent Vander-
pool-Wallace hopes to place
before Cabinet soon.

Acknowledging the diffi-
culty in getting important
items on the Government and
Cabinet agenda, especially
given the current focus on
crime-related legislation, the
minister of tourism said the
proposed gaming reforms
would both modernise the
regulatory framework and
enhance the competitiveness
of Bahamian casinos.
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Sleep well while 
your money grows.

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE Nassau Airport
Development Company
(NAD) is close to signing a
final agreement for a $25 mil-
lion hotel and office/confer-
ence centre to be built at Lyn-

den Pindling International
Airport (LPIA), a project
likely to create between 100-
150 full-time jobs.

Frank Watson, chairman of
the Airport Authority, yes-
terday confirmed to Tribune

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE US renewable ener-
gy company that has part-
nered with the Bahamas
Electricity Corporation
(BEC) and Baha Mar yes-
terday said it was looking to

establish a permanent oper-
ation in Nassau that would
create “more than 20-25”
full-time jobs. It added that
its technology would save
the Cable Beach developer 8
Mega Watts (MW) of power

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE BAHAMAS is “continuing to
outdo” rival crawfish (spiny lobster)
exporters even though its prices are 20
per cent higher than the global aver-
age, although it is in danger of losing
“significant” share of the Canadian mar-
ket to the likes of China and Brazil.

CARICOM’s Office of Trade Nego-
tiations (OTN), in a bulletin on the

region’s crawfish industry and trade vol-
umes, noted that the Bahamas was its
“top exporting member state” based on
2009 data, accounting for 86 per cent -

some $60.372 million - of its total $70.2
million crawfish exports for that year.

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

A BAHAMIAN entre-
preneur yesterday told Tri-
bune Business his company has seen rapid expansion since it
started 16 months ago, and continues to secure work on several
major projects, including 80 per cent of Baha Mar’s parking lots.

With this rapid expansion, Atario Mitchell, president of
Bahamas Striping, said he hopes to create more employment
opportunities for young Bahamians. He told Tribune Busi-
ness that ever since Bahamas Striping was launched 16 months
ago through the assistance of the Government’s Self-Starter
program, the company has been aggressively competing for
business.

Mr Mitchell told Tribune Business: “The company is expand-
ing very fast right now. I am looking to purchase some more
machines. I have some work coming up on the island, and I

$25M AIRPORT HOTEL DEAL CLOSE

BAHAMAS WINNING CRAWFISH EXPORT
WAR DESPITE 20% HIGHER PRICING

* NAD and investors likely to sign in early
November for 108-room hotel and office facility

* Project to create 100-150 jobs, and target meet-
ing fly-in market

* Site between exit/entry roundabouts targeted
* Airport Authority chair ‘a little sceptical’ on

ability to find market niche

THE NEW US departure 
terminal at the Lynden Pin-
dling International Airport.

SEE page 4B

* But in danger of losing ‘significant’ Canada market share
to Brazil and China

* Nation accounts for $60m, or 86%, of CARICOM’s 2009
crawfish exports

* Caribbean firms urged to forge Bahamas partnerships

SEE page 6B

CASINO REFORMS SET TO 
GENERATE ‘TIE BREAKERS’

* Minister says ‘massive’ tome of proposals
will make ‘significant difference’ to
Bahamas’ gaming competitiveness

SEE page 19B

SELF-STARTER
TAKES 80%
OF BAHA 
MAR LOTS

BEC PARTNER TO CREATE 
JOBS VIA NASSAU OFFICE
* OTE to create ‘more than 20-25’ full-time jobs

with planned permanent Bahamas presence
* Baha Mar cooling plant to involve over $100m

investment
* Move will save Cable Beach developer 8MW, or

90% of A/C bill, per year

SEE page 19B

SEE page 4B

 



By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

CAN THE MECHANISMS
that make us trust beautiful peo-
ple more than regular-looking
folk be traced to our bloodline?
What about objects? Can we
trust objects that are more beau-
tiful than those that are not?
Probably not; objects don’t com-
municate like humans, and the
link between object design and
designer is often unknown. In
other words, the human element
of most objects is muted and not
at all salient in the viewer’s
mind.

But what if the object did
communicate a strong human
element, whereby the visual
aspect could be viewed as an

extension of our personality?
Like websites. I would like to
think they may be viewed as an
extension of a person with a per-
sonality, and other associations
that go beyond objective evalu-
ations.

Features
Why? Well, website commu-

nication is adorned with deco-
rative features. It may have ‘bal-
anced’ beauty in human beings
with trust, which has tradition-
ally been the most important
obstacle for website vendors to
overcome. (Sounds fair?)

Hypothetically, in the physical
world you can easily sell a prod-

uct by interacting and marketing
tactics. But in the e-world, where
there is no face-to-face interac-
tion and critics constantly grunt
that all online marketing is a
total gimmick, it is paramount
that you target customer needs
and convince them your e-busi-
ness is trustworthy. The key is to
know your market and build the
website to their preferences.  

There are many factors to
consider when designing a site,
especially when millions of
online businesses are compet-
ing for attention. Human beings
are visual creatures that thrive
on what appeals to them the
most. Moreover, your website
represents your company's
image, and your every approach
should be lucid but appealing
because a content that informs
and educates will encourage cus-
tomers to buy as well.

Give your visitors what they
want, not what you want, and
they will love you for it. Happy
visitors buy more, and effort-
lessly recommend your business
to others. Do not mislead cus-
tomers by false advertising, but
facilitate products to cross-sell
and up-sell. For example, when
a customer purchases a CD
player, a disc cleaner can also
be offered.

Equally, it is important to cre-
ate smooth navigation that
works in the same manner as
aisles in a supermarket. It should
take customers to items they
want to buy.

Your website should be all
about load speed. You have
between 10 and 30 seconds to
capture your potential cus-
tomer's attention, so load time is
important.

Personalisation of your web-
site is another key element that
can increase sales. Ensure your
site is consistent in look, feel
and design, and interactive
enough to add feedback with an
e-mail that allows visitor ques-
tions. What background colours
work best? Years of testing have
shown that black text on white
background works best on web-
sites, as text on a background
with patterns is difficult to read
and will blend in with the back-

ground. The rule of thumb is to
build a website with dark text
on light-coloured background.

Serif fonts are excellent on
paper, but they do not read well
on-screen due to low resolution.
Sans serif works best on web-
sites. Using the same font size
throughout your text proves to
not only be monotonous but dis-
courages users from reading the
entire page. Use different sizes
and colours for headings, sub-
headings and paragraphs, and
give plenty of space in between.

Try serving information in
bite-sized chunks, as long blocks
of text can discourage reading.
Use bullets, which make it 10
times easier for a reader to skim
your content.

Conditions
No matter how good the

screen or the conditions for
reading are (colours, light), it is
still much more difficult to read
on screen than on paper. Try to
use words that even 10 year-olds
can understand. Get your point
across quickly by cutting
through the fluff and make
‘every word tell’.

Today we see website links
that are not underlined, and
designers have started using oth-
er colours for links and text to
blend in better. Yet links should
stand out and cry: "I'm a link,
you can click on me.”

If good content sells a prod-
uct, ask yourself the following
questions. Does your website
convey your intended message?
Is it compelling? Does your site
make your visitors happy, or is it
just another old song? The
secret to a successful, powerful
website lies with astonishing
words which can make us laugh,
cry or buy. Strive to make your
customers ‘buy’. Graphics alone
do not sell products; carefully
crafted words do.

Find the appropriate balance
between images, as too many
images distract just as much as
no image does. A common mis-
take is trying to attract visitors'
attention with everything you
have, such as unrelated graphics.

Graphics should be used only
when they are essential to com-
municate something that is not
possible with words alone, so
avoid using graphics that have
absolutely no relation to the sur-
rounding product. Concentrate
on improving content rather
than getting stuck with the tech-
nology behind it. Simplicity is
the best approach.

A good decision is to have
someone glance over your web-
site and pay attention to where
they look,m or click first. If it's
the ‘Buy now’ or ‘Special offer’
link, then you have created a
successful page. If they first
glance at the flashy graphics,
you have probably lost their
attention.

There are thousands upon
thousands of websites uploaded
daily, and your business must
stand out with credibility in
order to be noticed. Be creative
and easily accessible. Use graph-
ics that reflect your purpose and
offerings. This will help you
become more desirable and
attractive to clients. Trust is still
an enormous component of
website design; without it con-
sumers simply will not transact
or return.

Attracting thousands of visi-
tors to your online business is
futile if customers do not open
their wallets at some point. To
this end, it is important to make
those few seconds count when
making a first impression. A
website's form and content is
what will determine if a visitor
will remain just a visitor, or turn
into your next customer. Until
we meet again, have fun, enjoy
life and stay on top of your
game.

NB: The columnist welcomes
feedback at deedee2111@hot-
mail.com. Ms Bastian is a
trained graphic designer who
has qualifications of M.Sc., B.Sc.,
A.Sc. She has trained at institu-
tions such as: Miami Lakes
Technical Centre, Success Train-
ing College, College of ohe
Bahamas, Nova Southeastern
University, Learning Tree Inter-
national, Langevine Interna-
tional and Synergy Bahamas.
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CONTENT KEY TO ONLINE SELLING

THE ART OF
GRAPHIX
BY DEIDRE M BASTIAN
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By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE PRIVATE SECTOR
should not look to the Bahamas
Electricity Corporation (BEC)
for lower energy costs any time
soon, Superwash’s president said
yesterday, adding that consumers
needed to take matters into their
own hands by identifying ways
to reduce consumption.

Dionisio D’Aguilar, who is
also on the BEC Board as a
director, told Tribune Business
yesterday: “BEC is in a bit of
quandary too, because it gener-
ates electricity one way, which is
the consumption of fuel to run
generators, so therefore they’re
very susceptible to spikes in fuel
prices. 

“There’s absolutely nothing
BEC can do in the short term,
and businesses have to stop look-
ing at BEC to do something
about it. They have to start to
take measures into their own
hands by reducing consumption.” 

The Superwash president
added: “Expecting the utility
company to change the way it
does business in a significant
manner is certainly not in the
short-term. 

“It’s up to the individual con-
sumers to do what they need to
do to reduce their consumption.
I don’t expect BEC to get cheap-
er any time soon, and if some
politician jumps and says that
under their regime they’re going
to get cheaper, it’s absolutely a
lie.”

Mr D’Aguilar said high energy

costs continue to be a vexing
problem for most businesses.
“Energy prices continue to ham-
per a lot of businesses. I think
every business is now looking at
ways to reduce their energy
costs,” he added. 

“I think there is a major exer-
cise underway where people are
looking at replacing existing
equipment with more energy effi-
cient equipment as it relates to
refrigeration and air-condition-
ing.” 

Mr D’Aguilar said many busi-
nesses have had to accept lower
profits or losses due to current
economic conditions.

“It’s an extremely competitive
environment out there,” he
explained. “You have a reduced
demand. It doesn’t make sense
to raise your prices when the
demand is down and you have
rising energy costs. 

“You can raise your prices,
which will probably cause even
more loss for your business.

You can replace less efficient
equipment with more efficient
equipment, or you can accept
lower profits and, in some cases,
losses. I would say most com-
panies are making much less
money now.”

Winston Rolle, Chairman of
the Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce and Employers Confed-
eration (BCCEC), told Tribune
Business that a recent survey of
its members revealed that energy
costs were one of the major
inputs businesses have to con-
tend with. 

“We have conducted a survey
of our members, and one of the
major costs that members have to
contend with is their cost of ener-
gy, whether it is lighting, whether
it’s heating or cooling. It’s a cost
that has to be managed, and per-
sons for the most part don’t have
a whole lot of control as to what
they can a do about it.” 

Mr Rolle said the Chamber is
currently compiling the final sta-
tistics for that survey.

He added: “We’re going to be
holding an energy seminar on
November 4-5, and the idea is to
start to build more awareness -
not only about opportunities for
us to look at long-term plans for
alternative energy, but also to
start to give businesses and con-
sumers some things that they can
implement now that can have an
impact on their energy con-
sumption cost.

“I totally understand BEC’s
position as it relates to the oil
prices because they’re buying in
bulk to meet anticipated demand,
so a drop in price today probably

wont equate to a drop in price
to them until they go to purchase
their next supply, which is going
to be possibly weeks or months
out.

“I anticipate they’re is always
going to be some bit of a lag
before we start to realise the
decrease in price from an oil per-
spective, and similarly from a gas
perspective. We’re trying to do
what we can to sensitise the busi-
ness society and the consumer in
terms of the need for us to look
at alternative energy, and things
we can do practically to conserve
energy and lower our operating
costs and energy consumption
costs.”

BEC’s chairman, Michael
Moss, told Tribune Business ear-
lier this week that in September
the corporation paid the highest
sum in the last 12 months for fuel
supplies.

In September the corporation
paid a higher price for automo-
tive diesel oil (ADO) and
Bunker C or heavy fuel oil
(HFO). The HFO per barrel
price paid by BEC was up 47.6
per cent year-over-year, while
the ADO price was up 58.1 per
cent. All this is likely to mean
one thing: Higher electricity costs
for Bahamian consumers and
businesses. 

Mr Moss noted that in Octo-
ber last year, for heavy fuel oil,
BEC paid a price of $75.94 per
barrel, while this year in Sep-
tember it paid $112.06 per barrell.
For diesel in October of last year
BEC paid $95.70 per barrel,
while in September 2011 it paid
$151.32 per barrel.

CONSUMERS URGED: FOCUS ON OWN ELECTRICITY USAGE
By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE SECURITIES Commission has today post-
ed another white paper in a bid to obtain industry
feedback on the fees it proposes to levy under the
Securities Industry Act (SIA) 2011.

Philip Stubbs, its executive chairman, told Tri-
bune Business yesterday: “Like the white paper on
physical presence, this is now a rule that has to be
in place for the Act to go live on a new fee regime
we are proposing. We are doing the white paper to
have a 45-day consultation period, so that the
industry can review it and gives us feedback
before we write the final rule.”

Categories
Mr Stubbs further explained: “Essentially we

looked at the fees that are under the current Secu-
rities Industry Act, and we are just mapping those
fees forward into the new Act. There are some
changes because under the new Act licensing and
registration is a bit different; we have four cate-
gories that you are licensed under. 

“It’s a little bit different than the approach we
use now, so there had to be a change in the way
the fees are worked out. 

“What we did was that we benchmarked with
other jurisdictions we compete against to ensure
that, while we increase the fees to have the fund-
ing to run the Commission in order to regulate the
industry, we‘ve ensured that we have ended up
with proposed fees that are competitive compared
to some of the other jurisdictions.” 

Mr Stubbs said the Commission will put out oth-
er white papers with regards to other rules it pro-
poses to introduce in relation to the new legisla-
tion. Two weeks ago, the regulator posted a policy
paper on physical presence requirements for bro-
ker/dealers and securities investment advisors.

REGULATOR UNVEILS FEE CONSULTATION

DIONISIO D’AGUILAR

 



Business that negotiations
with a group of south Flori-
da-based investors for the
108-room hotel and confer-
ence centre were close to
completion.

And this newspaper can
reveal that the developers
are seeking to construct a
facility of ‘four-star’ stan-
dard, rather than the typical
‘two-star’ airport hotel, tar-
geting the private aviation
market and foreign directors
of Bahamas-based compa-
nies who fly into LPIA for
Board and other meetings.

The developers, who own
The Atlantic Resort & Spa
in Fort Lauderdale, are look-
ing to construct the hotel on
a three-acre site immediate-
ly to the south of Windsor
Field Road, right between
the two entrance and exit
roundabouts for LPIA.

“That information is accu-
rate,” Mr Watson told Tri-
bune Business yesterday,
after being contacted about
the proposed LPIA hotel.
“Yes, there are negotiations.
They should be very near a

final agreement. I’ll be able
to answer you more defini-
tively in a couple of days,
after November 2.

“They are planning a 108-
room hotel and conference
centre with meeting rooms.
That will be a nice and inter-
esting addition.”

Subsequent to the inter-
view with Mr Watson, Tri-
bune Business was able to
track down one of the prin-
cipals in the investor group,
George Allen, who con-
firmed that the developers
were proceeding with their
plans and negotiations with
NAD.

“We want to make this air-
port hotel more interesting
and of a higher quality than a
typical airport hotel,” Mr
Allen said. 

“An airport hotel is usu-
ally a two-star. We’re going
to try and make it, as they
say, very damn close to a
four-star.”

The investors were target-
ing “a very strategic three-

acre site” about 800 feet to
the east of the new US
departures terminal for the
hotel and associated confer-
ence, office and meeting
room facilities.

“It’s midway between the
two entry and exit round-
abouts. Just on the other side
of the parking lot,” Mr Allen
explained. 

“The hotel will include an
interconnected office com-
plex for aviation and airport
related activities and opera-
tions.

“Between the two of them,
the hotel and office complex,
the investment will be in the
vicinity of US$25 million.
The number of employees
will be between 100-150.”

Apart from himself, Mr
Allen said the investor group
also included Michael Hill
from the same The Atlantic
Hotel, who was managing
director of the Bahamian
entity incorporated to facili-
tate the LPIA hotel’s devel-
opment. The Bahamian on-
site representatives for the
project were Sonny Russell
and Kent Knowles.

Explaining that the devel-
opers had been attracted by
the “capacity and beauty” of
the redeveloped LPIA ter-
minals, Mr Allen said the
proposed hotel was target-
ing executives who flew into
Nassau for meetings and
business involving Bahamas-
based companies. 

Its proximity to LPIA, he
indicated, would give it a
competitive advantage, as
these executives would no
longer had to travel to down-
town Nassau or other
offices/resorts for their meet-
ings. 

The proposed hotel is also
well-positioned to take

advantage of the population
growth in western New Prov-
idence, which has resulted in
many families and businesses
relocating there, away from
what is perceived as an over-
crowded eastern end of the
island. 

“The fact this new termi-
nal has attracted world atten-
tion, the fact the Bahamas
had the foresight to have US
Customs embedded in the
airport, we think there will
be many guests, conference
people coming in for meet-
ings for one-two days and
not going into downtown,”
Mr Allen told Tribune Busi-
ness.

“They will want to be in a
beautiful attraction, and we’ll
have vehicles to get them to
the Caves, Bay Street or a
beach.”

Yet even Mr Watson, the
Airport Authority chairman
himself, acknowledged he
was “a little sceptical” as to
whether the proposed LPIA
hotel would be able to carve
out a market niche for itself,
given that the traditional ‘air-
port hotel’ model did not
apply to the Bahamas.

Globally, airport hotels are
typically used for ‘lay overs’
by travelling airline passen-
gers, who rest up for a day
before catching a connecting
flight. Mr Watson, though,
noted that no such market
existed at LPIA, as there
were no such ‘interconnect-
ing’ flights, while interna-
tional visitors in transit to
the Family Islands caught
those flights the same day.

“The developers
approached NAD,” Mr Wat-
son confirmed. “They run a
number of boutique hotels
around America. NAD did
not go looking for them.

“I’m a little sceptical. I
don’t know what the drawing
card is going to be for them.
We don’t have that many
interconnecting fl ights.
That’s the issue I have, but
they feel confident they can
do it. I spoke to one or two
of them, but they were gung-
ho and think it can work.

We’re happy to accommo-
date them. 

“It’s very interesting.”
Mr Watson said the

developers had init ial ly
focused on a plot of land
near the LPIA police sta-
tion, before switching their
attentions to the current
proposed site.
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INFINITY HEALTHCARE  PHARMACY

• Blood Pressure checks
• Cholesterol & Sugar testing
• Prescriptions
• Over the counter items
• NIB drug plan accepted
• We accept major insurances
• We accept major credit cards
• Free Weigh- Ins

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE TO:
Senior citizens • Children • Public Servants

To better serve you

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday – 8:30am - 10pm

Friday – 8:30am - 8pm
Saturday - 6pm - 10pm • Sunday - 10am - 7pm

Service
Is

Our
Specialty

Ph: 361-3070 • Fax: 361-3067 NR36

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.97 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 0.148 0.040 8.0 3.39%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 -0.642 0.080 -16.6 0.75%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.93 6.93 0.00 0.230 0.100 30.1 1.44%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.048 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.55 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.030 0.090 90.0 3.33%
1.96 1.77 Fidelity Bank 1.77 1.77 0.00 0.097 0.040 18.2 2.26%
11.10 8.29 Cable Bahamas 8.46 8.46 0.00 0.245 0.320 34.5 3.78%
2.80 2.33 Colina Holdings 2.60 2.60 0.00 0.438 0.040 5.9 1.54%
8.50 8.33 Commonwealth Brewery 8.50 8.50 0.00 0.740 0.000 11.5 0.00%
7.00 6.21 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.55 6.55 0.00 0.496 0.320 13.2 4.89%
2.00 1.63 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.85 1.88 0.03 0.111 0.045 16.9 2.39%
1.77 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.37 1.37 0.00 0.074 0.040 18.5 2.92%
5.50 4.75 Famguard 5.43 5.43 0.00 0.498 0.240 10.9 4.42%
8.10 5.35 Finco 5.35 5.35 0.00 0.757 0.000 7.1 0.00%
9.45 7.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.14 8.14 0.00 0.494 0.350 16.5 4.30%
6.00 5.00 Focol (S) 5.33 5.33 0.00 0.435 0.220 12.3 4.13%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.58 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 -0.122 0.240 -59.8 3.29%
10.80 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.880 0.640 11.2 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

TUESDAY, 19 OCTOBER 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,367.65 | CHG 0.03 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -131.86 | YTD % -8.79

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320
FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5779 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.577926 3.39% 5.87% 1.548717
3.0248 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0248 2.63% 3.94% 2.981382
1.6128 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.6151 2.61% 4.53% 1.591803
2.7202 2.5398 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.5730 -5.41% -9.79%
13.8493 13.2291 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.7347 2.82% 1.94%
114.1289 99.4177 CFAL Global Bond Fund 114.0922 2.35% 13.88% 114.128861
118.4255 101.6693 CFAL Global Equity Fund 118.4255 2.30% 8.26% 116.580785
1.1749 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1877 3.59% 4.94%
1.1343 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1415 2.06% 4.07%
1.1764 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1890 3.47% 5.04%

9.9952
9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9433 0.98% 4.58%
11.4985 9.8690 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 10.9652 0.78% 5.70%
10.6813 9.7396 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.6013 5.75% 13.20%
8.8564 7.8830 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.6507 3.01% 18.38%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price
 52wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity
 52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity
 Previous Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price
 Today's Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week
 Change - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths
 Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value
 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful
 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100
(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007
(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

NAV Date

31-May-11

30-Sep-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds

30-Jun-11

30-Sep-11

NAV 6MTH
1.535365
2.952663
1.580804

111.469744
115.762221

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Jul-11

30-Jun-11

31-Jul-11
5-Aug-11
30-Jun-11

MARKET TERMS

30-Sep-11

31-Jul-11

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Jul-11

31-Jul-11
31-Jul-11

CONDO FOR SALE
St. Albans Drive 
off West Bay St.

Beautiful 3 storey town house, 2 bed, 2 1/2 bath in 
private gated property, swimming pool, �nished to 

your taste with stainless steel appliances, 
beautiful �ooring.

Priced From $225,000.00

Tel: 325-1325 | 422-4489
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MONIQUE DENISE PEARCE,
HANNA-HILL, EIGHT MILE ROCK, GRAND BAHAMA,
BAHAMAS 

20TH
OCTOBER, 2011 

NOTICE

don’t want that to take away from my work here in Nassau.
There is a big need for striping, so I hope to get a lot of work.

“We have contracts to do 80 per cent of the work here at
Baha Mar in reference to the parking lots. and a bit of the road
works at the rerouting stage of Baha Mar. We just recently
secured a verbal contract in reference to Phase II of the airport
as it relates to the striping works there.”

Mr Mitchell said that with two employees from the Gov-
ernment’s  job placement program already on staff, he is look-
ing to add more persons to his payroll.

“Currently I have seven persons employed, and I am also
seeking additional persons from the Government’s job place-
ment program. I had applied for five persons, and I have two
already,” he added.

Mr Mitchell said many striping companies have gone out of
business due to competition from larger foreign firms. “There
are not a lot of Bahamian companies that do it,” he added. “I
know of two besides myself, but this particular field was real-
ly controlled by a UK company called Road Grip. 

“Road Grip has been in the Bahamas for 10 years. We work
on the UK standards and we have a UK expert here to train our
employees. A lot of striping companies have gone out of busi-
ness because of foreign companies coming in and doing the
work. They come in the country, make a lot of money but
nothing stays in the country. We have no issue with foreign com-
panies coming in if they’re going to transfer skills.”

Mr Mitchell credited the Self-Starter Program with jump-
starting his business. “The Self-Starter program was where I got
started. I got a grant and was able to put my team together, and
started competing for jobs. The Self-Starter program was a
big help to me,” he added.

Travis Johnson, an employee hired through the Govern-
ment’s job placement program, said: “I got a job with Bahamas
Striping through the Government placement program, and I
feel it’s a great opportunity to learn a new skill that’s rare
here in the Bahamas.”

FROM page one

SELF-STARTER TAKES 
80% OF BAHA MAR LOTS

FROM page one $25M AIRPORT HOTEL DEAL CLOSE

          



COLIN E. CALLEN-
DER, QC, managing part-
ner of  Callenders & Com-
pany, has been chosen as a
director of the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers
(IATL) at its recent annual
meeting in New York. He
becomes one of only five
attorneys in the world out-
side the US to hold a cur-
rent directorship.

Mr Callender, whose law
career has spanned five
decades, called the appoint-
ment “one of the highest
honours of my career and a
reflection of the respect with
which the legal profession
of the Bahamas is held at
the global level”. He was
admitted to the Inner Bar
as Queen’s Counsel in 2010.

The IATL, according to
its own definition, is
reserved for “the elite”
among litigators – those
attorneys and barristers who
fight for clients in the court-
room. Its membership is by
invitation only, and is limit-
ed to 500 lawyers admitted
to Fellowship after a gru-
elling screening process that
includes reviews by judges
and respected academic and
practicing legal authorities
or experts. 

Voted
Only a few new IATL

places open on an annual
basis, and new members vot-
ed into the litigators’ inner
circle tend to make head-
lines for the firms, but Mr
Callender was voted to hold
what only 10 per cent of the
membership ever achieves -
a responsibility of helping
to steer the academy as it
tackles a wide range of
issues affecting legal systems
worldwide. No other
Bahamian has ever been
named a director of the
Academy. 

Considered to be one of
the Bahamas’ leading insol-
vency experts, Mr Callender
first gained international
recognition in 1977 when he
was retained to advise the
official liquidators in the liq-
uidation of Mercantile Bank

& Trust Company. 
This retainer was followed

by his appointment to rep-
resent the official liquida-
tors in the Bahamas of IOS,
the group of fund compa-
nies, started by the late
Bernie Cornfield, and which
later fell into the hands of
the notorious Robert Vesco. 

In 1982, Mr Callender was
retained to represent the
official liquidators of the
Bahamas branch of the Ban-
co Ambrosiano Group of
Companies, known as “the
Pope’s Bank”, following the
discovery of the bank chair-
man, the late Roberto Calvi,
hanging under Blackfriers
Bridge in London. 

Banco Ambrosiano was
found to have close connec-
tions to the Instituto per
Opere di Religione, the Vat-
ican Bank. Because of its

implications for numerous
banks worldwide, the scan-
dal rocked the financial
world and led to massive
media coverage. 

Landmark
Nearer to home in 1997,

Mr Callender was retained
to represent the official liq-
uidators of Gulf Union
Bank (Bahamas) a Bahami-
an-licensed bank having
offices in Nassau and
Freeport. Several of the
decisions rendered in those
liquidations are regarded as
landmark decisions and
upheld in the Privy Coun-
sel.

Mr Callender, the great-
grandson of the firm’s
founder, W.E.S Callender,
was educated at the

Taunton School in Somer-
set, England. He was admit-
ted to the Bar of England
and Wales (Middle Temple)
in July 1962, and admitted
to the Bahamas Bar one
month later. 

He also holds membership
in the International Bar
Association and the
Bahamas Bar Association.
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A local healthcare supplies is currently 
looking to hire a

LICENSE 
PHARMACIST

Skill Requirements:

• Ability to manage pharmacy operations
• Responsibilities for the purchase and control
 of pharmaceutical products 
• Excellent communication and interpersonal 
 skills
• Good planning and organizational skills
• Self discipline and self motivated and able to
 work unsupervised 
• Knowledge of the local healthcare industry

Applicants must have a current pharmacist li-
cense and must be eligible to live and work in 
the Bahamas.

An attractive remuneration package including 
medical and pension is offered.

Please send resume’s to 
medrephumanresources@gmail.com
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CALLENDER ACHIEVES
A BAHAMIAN FIRST

     



Still, the OTN sounded a
warning note, saying: “The
region’s exporters of frozen
rock lobster are generally
not price competitive. The
Bahamas, the dominant
exporter, was able to sell
the product at a price which
was 20 per cent more
expensive than the global
average export price in
2009.

“Belize and Haiti’s export
prices were about 33 per
cent more expensive than
the world average price in
2009.”

The Bahamas was the
second leading exporter,
behind Brazil, of crawfish
to the US in 2009, a mar-
ket that consumed 51 per
cent of CARICOM’s total

exports.
“The Bahamas was

France’s main supplier of
frozen rock lobster in 2009,
capturing almost a third of
the import sales,” the OTN
bulletin added. “The
Bahamas continued to out-
compete exporters from
Cuba, Spain, Nicaragua, the
US and Australia, even
though it is not price com-
petitive with these mar-
kets.”

Spain and Nicaragua
receive the same trade pref-

erences as the Bahamas
does under the Economic
Partnership Agreement
(EPA), and have expanded
their crawfish exports to
France by 12 per cent and
36 per cent per annum
between 2005-2009. The
US, too, even though pay-
ing a 12.5 per cent tariff to
access the French crawfish
market, still managed to
expand their sales by 2 per
cent per annum over the
same period.

“The tariffs on this prod-
uct seem to work in con-
junction with the price com-
petitiveness of the product,
as some countries penetrat-
ed the market even without
any of the trade preferences
that may be benefiting
exporters from the
Bahamas,” the OTN added.

The Bahamas was also
labelled as “the top
exporter of frozen rock lob-
ster to Belgium in 2009, and
based on preliminary data

maintained their top mar-
ket position in 2010”. 

Again aided by its duty-
free preferential market
access to Belgium, the
Bahamas beat the likes of
Nicaragua, the United Arab
Emirates, Ecuador, France,
the Netherlands and Ger-
many.

“The Bahamas was the
most dynamic exporter of
frozen rock lobster to Bel-
gium, as between 2005 and
2009 export volume
expanded by 132 per cent
per annum, and export sales
by 43 per cent per annum,”
the OTN said.

“However, Nicaragua
also expanded its export
sales between 2005 and
2009, but has not been gain-
ing significant import share,
as in 2009 the Bahamas still
supplied almost 60 per cent
of Belgium’s imports.”

Warning that CARICOM
crawfish exporters had to
be mindful of the European

Union’s (EU) Catch Certi-
fication requirements,
which need fisheries prod-
ucts to be caught by
licensed vessels using legal
means, the OTN said the
Bahamas “also dominates
exports of frozen rock lob-
ster to Canada, supplying
over one-third of import
spending”

While the Bahamas and
CARICOM exporters
accounted for 70 per cent
of crawfish imports by
Canada in 2009, the OTN
warned: “Based on prelim-
inary data for 2010, the
Bahamas is expected to lose
significant import sales to
countries including China
and Brazil, which now seem
to have the Canadian
frozen rock lobster market
in their cross hairs.”

And it added that the
preferential 5 per cent tariff
that Bahamian crawfish
products currently entered
Canada under, via the

CARIBCAN trade agree-
ment, were due to expire at
year-end 2011.

Calling on CARICOM
crawfish exporters to diver-
sify their markets, and tar-
get the likes of Mexico,
Indonesia, Taiwan, the UK,
Portugal, Greece and Aus-
tralia, the OTN said their
competitiveness was
“retarded” by high fuel
costs, poaching by
Caribbean rivals and possi-
ble collusion by retailers
and wholesalers in export
markets.

Noting that proximity to
the US was one competi-
tive advantage for the
region, the OTN said: “The
Bahamas benefits from a
Customs clearance pro-
gramme which may be facil-
itating trade and ensuring
that this quality, sensitive
product is able to obtain a
higher price based on the
freshness factor.

“Other CARICOM rock
lobster firms that do not
benefit from similar Cus-
toms clearance procedures
could examine partnerships
with firms in the Bahamas
geared towards exploiting
some of the locational
advantages where feasible.”
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Conceding that the
Bahamas had in the past
neglected certain components
of its tourism offering, such as
gaming, simply because there
was little to no competition,
Mr Vanderpool-Wallace said
it could not afford to ignore
“any element” that might cre-
ate a “tie breaker” in favour of
a rival jurisdiction.

“I have that massive docu-
ment in front of me as we
speak,” Mr Vanderpool-Wal-
lace told Tribune Business,
when questioned as to the sta-
tus of casino gaming regulato-
ry reform.

“It hasn’t been put forward
yet, but it’s quite a lengthy
thing because there are so
many bits and pieces under
consideration. The next step
is putting it out to the Gov-
ernment [Cabinet] for consid-
eration. They haven’t seen it

as yet.”
Emphasising that he had

“no control whatsoever” of
when the Ingraham Cabinet
might consider the lengthy
reform proposals, Mr Vander-
pool-Wallace said: “There are
a whole number of things
ahead of that on the agenda.
That’s what we are facing in
terms of getting some of these
items down the pipeline.”

While declining to detail the
reforms under scrutiny, the
minister told Tribune Busi-
ness: “A lot of the recommen-
dations are ones that will cer-
tainly modernise what it is we
are doing, and the key part is
doing those things that make
us a lot more competitive.

“Between those two buck-
ets of things is what these pro-
posals address - modernising
the gaming laws and making

us more competitive. It’s a
whole series of items request-
ed by the industry; some of it
we have accepted, and some
of it we have modernised.”

The minister said he expect-
ed a favourable reaction to the
proposed reforms from the
private sector, given that a
“substantial proportion” orig-
inated from the industry. “We
did not invent them our-
selves,” he added.

In a previous interview with
Tribune Business, Robert
Sands, Baha Mar’s senior vice-
president of governmental and
external affairs,  said that
among the reforms proposed
by the BHA and casino sec-
tor were widening “the net of
those allowed to gamble to
permanent residents and jun-
ket representatives - enter-
tainers on short-term work

permits".
Other reforms involve the

approval process for invest-
ment in the casino industry,
and movement of table games
and slot machines.

Mr Vanderpool-Wallace
told Tribune Business that in
relation to the reform propos-
als “the competitive side of it
is more important”, given that
the world had “changed dra-
matically” since the Bahamas’
original gaming regulatory
framework was implemented,
with increased competition
from a variety of US,

Caribbean and global destina-
tions for the same customer.

“Nowadays, every l ittle
piece is very important,” Mr
Vanderpool-Wallace said of
the tourism product. “There
was a time when we didn’t pay
attention to some components
of our tourism offering
because they weren’t many
people doing the same thing.

“Now, there is no element
we can leave neglected. We
see all  these things as tie
breakers. 

“There’s so much competi-
tion out there that no element
can be allowed to break the
tie between you and other des-
tinations. We do not want to

miss out on any of these tie
breakers, so they all become
very important.”

Telling this newspaper that
the Government and private
sector had done “a great job”
in drawing up the reforms to
date, Mr Vanderpool-Wallace
said: “I think we will make a
significant difference, provid-
ed we get the whole suite of
proposals put forward.

“It’s not just the stuff in Par-
liament. 

“There’s a whole host of
other things the Government
is working on. 

“We’ve never worked hard-
er in terms of the things we’re
trying to do.”
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per year.
Jeremy Feakins, chairman and chief execu-

tive of Ocean Thermal Energy Corporation
(OTE), told Tribune Business that the sea-
water district cooling plant it has committed to
build and operate for the Cable Beach devel-
oper, which will involve an investment “in
excess of $100 million”, would reduce the $2.6
billion project’s air conditioning (A/C) related
energy costs by “up to 90 per cent”.

And apart from saving Baha Mar 8 MW or
35,000 MW hours per annum, Mr Feakins said
a seawater district cooling plant of the size to
be constructed at Cable Beach would save
58,000 barrels of oil and 26,000 tonnes of car-
bon dioxide emissions per year.

With the Bahamas very much becoming
OTE’s forward operations centre, given its
agreement with Baha Mar and the two poten-
tial ocean thermal energy plants it would
build/operate under the MoU with BEC, Mr
Feakins said the company was already looking
for office space in Nassau.

Explaining that OTE hoped to win addi-
tional seawater district cooling contracts from
other Bahamas-based hotels and businesses,
once it explained the energy-saving and envi-
ronmental benefits to them, Mr Feakins said
the company’s Bahamian-based staff comple-
ment could grow much larger.

“We are looking at setting up a permanent
operation in the Bahamas,” Mr Feakins told
Tribune Business. “That was a commitment we
made to Minister [Earl] Deveaux. 

“We don’t want to be an operator that
comes into the Bahamas, does the work and
clears off. We want to be part of the business
community and employ as many local people
as possible. It’s certainly going to be more
than 20-25 people on permanent staff.”

How big the Bahamas-based staff became
would depend on “how many contracts we
get. It’s looking good. We’ve been looking for
offices and talking to our lawyers to set up
the International Business Company (IBC).
We’ve already done that”.

OTE’s links to BEC and Baha Mar have
already caught the attention of the Bahamas
Hotel Association (BHA) and other Bahamas-
based resort properties. The BHA has asked
the company and Mr Feakins to come to Nas-
sau and give a presentation on seawater district
cooling and its possible advantages.

“I think the interest of the group at that
first meeting was to talk about seawater district
cooling,” Mr Feakins said of the BHA.
“They’ve reached out to us, and asked us to
come along and explain seawater district cool-
ing and how it works.”

Seawater district cooling uses cold seawater
piped in from the sea to provide air condi-
tioning to buildings, and Mr Feakins said it
can either be a by-product of ocean thermal
energy production or a standalone operation,
as it will be for Baha Mar.

“It does save up to 90 per cent of electricity
costs when compared to traditional A/C,” he
told Tribune Business. “It’s definitely a huge
saving for the country.... For Baha Mar it’s
going to save 8MW of power a year.”

District cooling, Mr Feakins said, had “been
around for donkey’s years”. The large-scale
operations constructed to date have not used
seawater but, rather, other water sources, such
as the lakes employed by Toronto’s down-
town area. OTE, he added, had some 20-30
years’ experience in the field.

As for the Baha Mar contract, Mr Feakins
said it would follow the company’s
build/own/operate model, with OTE providing
all the project financing itself. The seawater
district cooling plant will be operational by
2013, he added, a full year ahead of Baha
Mar’s full opening.

“We’ve got engineers on the ground right
now,” he added. “They’re [Baha Mar] a delight
to work with, and we plan to have the plant up
and running by 2013. They need it before they
open. All the buildings need to be cooled and
chilled, as there will be substantial interior
decorating going on, floors put in. That can’t
take place in the hot Bahamian climate. We
have to have A/C up a full year before they’re
ready.”

Apart from the energy savings, Mr Feakins
said Baha Mar executives were also keen on
seawater district cooling because it was envi-
ronmentally friendly. 

“For the size of plant we’re doing now, the
reduced energy consumption is 35,000 MWh
per annum, or 8 MW a year saved,” he added.
“The reduced energy consumption results in
58,000 barrels of oil saved, which is equal to
26,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide a year saved
by doing a plant equivalent in size to what
Baha Mar is doing.”

A plant the size of Baha Mar’s would
involve an investment “in excess of $100 mil-
lion”, Mr Feakins said.
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BEC PARTNER TO CREATE 
JOBS VIA NASSAU OFFICE

FROM page one CASINO REFORMS SET TO GENERATE ‘TIE BREAKERS’
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