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By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE mystery surround-
ing the disappearance of
Marco Archer deepened last
night as CCTV footage
revealed that contrary to
what his family believed, the
11-year-old did not walk to a
nearby gas station near his
home.

Police reviewed tapes
from the Texaco gas station
on Baillou Hill Road yes-
terday after it was reported
he had left home on Friday
with the intention of pur-
chasing candy from the
garage.

However management at
the gas station confirmed
the missing boy did not
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ON SATURDAYS WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN . . .

ON SATURDAYS WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN . . . 

Mystery deepens
over ‘kidnap’ boy

DAYS
TO GO

FLYERS have been distributed in the search for missing
Marco Archer (above). Area resident Andrew Pennerman
(right) posted Marco’s flyer on his bicycle in an effort to raise
awareness of the young boy’s disappearance.
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fCCTV footage
reveals child did 
not visit garage 
as first believed

By SANCHESKA BROWN

F O R M E R
C h r i s t i a n
Council presi-
dent Bishop
Simeon Hall
has come out
in support of
National Secu-
rity Minister
Tommy Turn-
quest’s stance
on the granting
of bail to repeat offenders.

Bishop Hall said while he
has the utmost respect for the
judiciary, he feels Mr Turn-
quest was “dead on” when he

BISHOP SIMEON HALL
VOICES SUPPORT FOR
TURNQUEST STANCE

SEE page nine

SEE page nine

By SANCHESKA BROWN

TEACHERS at E P Roberts Pri-
mary School have walked off the
job for the second time in a month
–  infuriating parents who say their
children are being sent to school to
“play.”

Angry parents contacted The Tri-
bune yesterday morning to com-
plain that for a second day in a row
their children were “watching car-
toons” in class instead of being
taught.

One mother said: “This situation
is so frustrating for me. From the
time this school opened they have

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

THERE are more than 300 Chinese
labourers working on site at the Baha
Mar development, according to com-
pany spokesman Robert Sands. 

Between 325 to 350 Chinese are now
employed as technical support workers
or other auxiliary staff, Mr Sands said. 

He said the bulk of the workers
engaged on the project will not be in
the country for another year. 

This number is small compared to

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

FOOD and water testing at a
Department of Environmental Health
Services unit was never compromised
because of infrastructure deficiencies,
it was claimed yesterday.  

The comments came in response
to an Inter-Development Bank report
which said the department's Envi-
ronmental Monitoring and Risk
Assessment Division (EMRAD)
operated out of a "condemned"

TEACHERS WALK OFF JOB
AT PRIMARY SCHOOL
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RESPONSE TO IDB REPORTMOST WORKERS WON’T ARRIVE FOR ANOTHER YEARPARENTS’ ANGER AT SITUATION

FOOD AND WATER
TESTING ‘WAS NOT
COMPROMISED’

‘MORE THAN 300
CHINESE WORKERS’
AT BAHA MAR SITE

By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Chief Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

FORMER President of the Chamber of Commerce Khaalis
Rolle has been confirmed by the PLP’s Candidate’s Commit-
tee as the party’s standard bearer for the Pinewood constituency
in the 2012 general election.

Although he has yet to receive final ratification from the

KHAALIS ROLLE NAMED PLP PINEWOOD CANDIDATE

SEE page nine

BISHOP
SIMEON HALL

                 



BY KHRISNA VIRGIL

A TEARFUL Loletha
Heastie, her hands and feet
covered in the dirt she had
been spreading around her
garden, expressed her thanks
to the officers of the Police
Fire Branch for installing a
fire alarm in her home.

Ms Heastie, an unemployed
single mother of four,
received substantial damage
to her home a few years ago
in a fire.

“My son, he like play with
matches and light firecrack-
ers,” she explained. 

Speaking of the fire offi-
cers, she said: “I am glad for
what they are doing for us.”

Ms Heastie is among 100
elderly and less fortunate
persons receiving smoke
detectors as a part of the
RBDF’s Fire Safety Week
initiative.

Sergeant 420 Elroy
Knowles said the officers are
aiming to send a clear mes-
sage to families throughout
the island.

“We are trying to establish
the fact that if every home
had at least one working
smoke detector, that would

help in saving lives in this
country,” Sgt Knowles said.

The homes have been cho-
sen based on the RBDF’s
data on fire prone areas.

Haitian communities that
have fallen victim to many
structural fires will be target-
ed as well.

“We have some Creole
pamphlets that we will be
handing out to them,” Sgt
Knowles said.

More smoke detectors will
be given out on Thursday,
along with pamphlets cover-
ing fire safety tips and proce-
dures.
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URBAN HOMES GET
SMOKE DETECTORS

SERGENT SKIPPINGS comforts an emotional Loletha Heastie yesterday as she was a recipient of a smoke
detector in her home. 

Tim Clarke/Tribune Staff

OFFICERS go door-to-door to help prevent
house fires by putting up smoke alarms

POLICE CONSTABLE 3144 KNOWLES installs a smoke detector in a home in Englerston yesterday. 

 



By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net 

FREEPORT – Police
Sergeant Darrell Rolle told
the Supreme Court he cau-
tioned murder accused Simon
Simeon before taking a state-
ment from him regarding the
shooting death of Sylvanus
Strachan. 

Simeon, 26, is on trial for
murder. It is alleged that he
shot the victim while at a par-
ty at the Lodge Hall on East
Sunrise Highway on Decem-
ber 21, 2009. 

Sgt 1843 Rolle, the lead
investigator, interviewed the
accused shortly after his
arrest, in the presence of Sgt
Lorenzo Johnson. 

Sgt Rolle said he cautioned
Simeon and told him he was
suspected of causing the death
of Strachan, 31.

While giving a statement to
police, Sgt Rolle said, Simeon
admitted to having a handgun
on the night in question.

He read the statement and
signed it, the officer said. 

Sgt Rolle said Simeon told
him that Strachan came at
him with a knife, so he pulled
out a gun and fired it to scare
him.

According to a pathologist’s
report, a post mortem was
conducted on January 2, 2009.

Strachan sustained a gap-
ing entry wound in the upper
abdomen and a secondary
gaping exit wound to the
back.

He suffered massive

abdominal haemorrhage and
died as a result of complica-
tions, the report said. 

Dr Anna Tancawan told
the court that the bullet trav-
elled from left to right in his
body. She said the range of
the gunshot could not be
determined.

When asked by Mario
Grey, attorney for Simeon,
whether a projectile was
found in the body, Mrs Tan-
cawan said no.

Also giving testimony was
Sgt 772 Lorenzo Johnson,
who was present while Rolle
interviewed the accused.

He said Simeon appeared
to be fine at the time. 

Mr Grey asked Johnson if
he knew whether Simeon
could read. 

Sgt Johnson said Sgt Rolle
had asked if the accused could
read and write, and he said
yes. 

When asked if he had
denied Simeon access to his
lawyer at the police station,
Sgt Johnson said he had not.  

“I am going to suggest that
at no point during the inter-
view did Simeon give the
information in the statement,”
Mr Grey said.

Sgt Johnson said Simeon
gave Sgt Rolle his version of
what occurred that night –
that he pulled out a gun and
fired it to scare Strachan. 

“Did Simeon indicate what
type of handgun it was?”
asked Mr Grey.

Sgt Johnson said he could
not recall. 

When asked if he knew
whether any projectile was
retrieved, Sgt Johnson said he
did not.

Lakita Gardiner, a former
girlfriend of the accused, said
she went to a party at the
Lodge Hall with Simeon and
two other men around 9 or
10pm on the night in ques-
tion.  They went inside to get
something to drink and later
went outside, she said.

While standing in front of
the building, she said, a friend
walked over to Simeon. 

The witness said she then
walked off and went to the
car.

She said after about five
minutes Simeon returned to
the car as well. 

Prosecutor Erica Kemp
asked Ms Gardiner if Sime-
on had ever spoken to her
about what happened at the
Lodge Hall. 

Ms Gardiner said she had
heard about the shooting and
asked Simeon if he was
responsible.

“He said he didn’t shoot
anybody,” she said. 

Did you see Simeon with a
gun in his hand? asked Mr
Grey.
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By Khrisna Virgil

A SHAKEN Princess Mar-
garet Hospital patient yester-
day contacted The Tribune
claiming she was in the Dial-
ysis Unit when the roof col-
lapsed.

A reporter visited the unit
yesterday and could see no
sign of damage, but three
patients who did not want to
be identified claimed they wit-
nessed the cave-in.

Before further inquiries
could be made, a security
guard was called and the
reporter was escorted out of
the hospital.

An irate senior housekeep-
ing employee later claimed
there was no collapsed roof,
but refused to contact an
administrator.

The employee said the hos-
pital would not comment on
something that didn’t happen.

Yesterday afternoon, PMH
issued a statement refuting
the reports of a roof collapse.

The hospital did admit that
the roof in the Female Surgi-
cal Ward had some plumbing
issues, which caused minor
leaks in the Dialysis Unit
below.

Attempts to contact Minis-
ter of Health Dr Hubert Min-
nis and Public Hospital
Authority director Herbert
Brown were unsuccessful.

PMH DENIES REPORTS OF DIALYSIS UNIT ROOF COLLAPSE
PRINCESS
MARGARET
HOSPITAL, where
patients claimed a
roof collapsed in
the Dialysis Unit,
a claim rejected
by hospital staff

MURDER SUSPECT ‘HAD GUN’
“No, sir,” she replied. 
Ms Gardiner said Simeon

appeared normal when he
returned to the car that night.

She said she later went to
the police station, but the offi-
cers would not let her see
Simeon. 

Senior Justice Hartman
Longley is presiding over the
trial, which resumes today
when the prosecution will call
one more witness before clos-
ing its case.

Police sergeant tells court accused
admitted firing gun to scare victim

         



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Someone once said that
“Vision Unites” and
“Where there is no Vision,
the people will Perish”.

UNEMPLOYMENT in the
Bahamas is now at an all-time
high. The latest figures pro-
jected unemployment at over
14 per cent, but phone card
vendors who recently find
themselves unemployed were
included in this group. The
vendors for the most part have
ceased to exist because of new
emerging technology by BTC.
The government though
bragged about the 30,000
work permits that they have
issued over its term. Yes,
that’s 30,000 jobs that Bahami-
ans need not apply for.

Education in the Bahamas
has been steadily slipping for
decades. Despite getting the
lion’s share of the annual bud-
get, the national average has
remained a “D”.

Questions at the Ministry
of Education with regards to
the loan education fund have
gone unresolved and if
resolved, unpunished and
unpublished. Our children are
“graduating” from high school
without the ability to read, let
alone construct a proper para-
graph. How can a child be
allowed to go through school
and finish with no BJC and
no BGCSE passes?

The health system in the
Bahamas has become
stretched year over year. The
mortality rate of our citizenry
has increased and we continue
to import unsafe products at
every turn. We are getting
record numbers of heart dis-
ease, lung cancer and obesity
patients. Our latest health
concern has been the Dengue
Fever outbreak. Bahamians
still don’t know what is going
on or what went on over the
last several weeks.

Immigration in my view has
been out of control since the
Honourable A. Loftus Roker
left the PLP Cabinet in the
mid-1980s. Our policy back
then and now is to repatriate
illegal immigrants; how inad-
equate a policy. We don’t
even know how many illegal
immigrants are in our country.
New Providence is an island
21 by 7 miles and in this tech-
nological age we can’t even
detect illegal immigrants
entering our shores by sea in
makeshift vessels. When are
we going to formulate a prop-
er policy to deal with this
major socio-economical issue?

Teen pregnancy continues
unabated. Despite the disad-
vantages of being a teenage
parent, our youth have not
taken heed to this message.
We still see “babies having
babies”. This contributes to

all sorts of future problems in
our country, including crime,
more teenage pregnancy and
the like.

The roads in New Provi-
dence are in a total mess. Dri-
ving in New Providence
before the road works began
was nothing to be desired, but
now it has got worse. There is
total chaos in the inner city
with regards to the road con-
struction. Does the end justi-
fy the means? Seems so.

Crime is totally out of con-
trol. Despite the gun court,
Rapid Strike, ankle bracelets
and constant road blocks, we
have seen another record year
in the Bahamas with regards
to the murder count. I wonder
what the count is for persons
who have been shot but have
lived. We see the justice sys-
tem falling down before our
eyes. The Minister of Nation-
al Security recently stated that
magistrates and judges were
contributing largely to the
escalating crime problem in
the Bahamas by giving repeat
offenders bail. What next?

And the economy. Stan-
dard & Poor’s recently down-
graded our outlook from sta-
ble to negative. We are bor-
rowing money at an alarming
rate and our present debt to
GDP ratio is nearing 50 per

cent. This means that every
dollar earned goes toward our
debt. The government would
be hard pressed to obtain a
loan from a commercial bank
because your total debt ser-
vice ratio has to be fewer than
44 per cent. Shouldn’t we
have been investing in other
long-term sustainable indus-
tries?

How do we fix our myriad
of problems? Where do we
start? Should we start with
the men hanging in bars daily
and drinking themselves into
oblivion? Should we start with
the church which is facing a
moral and biblical crisis?
Should we start with the
young men who carry illegal
weapons daily? Should we
start with the politicians
whose policy decisions have
caused us much despair? Or
should we identify our moral
compass and start from the
ground up. Nothing in this
country will change for the
better until we identify our
stake and then build from
there.

Our leaders must possess
the moral base from which
they can make these tough
decisions. And they must
have the capacity to lead.
Otherwise, we will not be
united and we will continue
to perish.

DEHAVILLAND MOSS
Nassau,
September 26, 2011.
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IN MAY last year the Arbitration Act
and the Arbitration (Foreign Arbitral
Awards) Act was introduced in an attempt
to put the Bahamas in a competitive posi-
tion for recognition as an international
business centre.

The hope was to establish the Bahamas
as a dispute resolution centre within five
years to settle — outside of the court sys-
tem — both domestic and international
matters.

And so now is not the time to even con-
sider abolishing the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council —our highest court of
appeal, sitting in London — which is one
institution that — in addition to the pro-
posed arbitration services — gives an aura
of stability to our local judicial system. If
the Bahamas is to be considered a stable
jurisdiction to attract international busi-
ness, the Privy Council is one institution
that grounds us in legitimacy. As one
Bahamian lawyer put it: “It is one of the
most respected courts in the world and
brings international currency to our court
system.”

Together the five Law Lords have more
than 100 years of legal experience to draw
on. In addition — removed from local
politics, and petty prejudices — litigants
have confidence that their disputes are
being treated objectively. This indepen-
dence and removal from local contami-
nation certainly inspires respect in the sys-
tem, something that our own courts are
lacking. 

One would be surprised at what weight
the existence of the Privy Council carries
when an international business is being
considered for relocation to the Bahamas.
Businesses not only want a stable govern-
ment, good communications, and efficient
staff, but a sound judicial system. To busi-
ness leaders this is of paramount impor-
tance.

Our local courts are made to look
impotent when adversaries can so play
the system that one side in the dispute
cannot get a hearing to present his com-
plaint.

In a recent international case, a lawyer
pointed to what appears to be developing
into a serious case of “judge shopping”. It
would seem that the case can’t get off the
ground because the judges are being top-
pled like nine pins. Already three judges
have stepped down from the case, and a
fourth has been called on recuse himself
— soon there will be no judges left to try
the case. From an outsider looking in, it
appears that our court system is being
made to look impotently foolish. 

Of course, there is still the Privy Coun-
cil. When the local courts fail, the respect-
ed arbiter of justice stands solid to pick up
the pieces. Bahamians would be foolish to
agitate for its removal.

Not only does the Privy Council make
available to Bahamians some of the
world’s most able and experienced judges,
it does so at no cost.

In December 2006, the Judicial Com-
mittee made history when for the first
time in over 170 years it left its perma-
nent London home to hold a five-day sit-
ting in the Bahamas. The five Law Lords
were here again for a sitting in 2007 and
2009.

There are those in the legal fraternity
who have suggested that the Bahamas
give up the Privy Council and throw its lot
in with the recently established Caribbean
Court of Justice. Established in 2001 and
based in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Toba-
go, this court is in its embryonic stage. It
has not been established long enough to
have a track record or attract the interna-
tional recognition that the Privy Council
has had for hundreds of years.

If the only reason for opting for this
court is to hope that our “Caribbean
brothers” will see eye-to-eye with us on
capital punishment is indeed to play Russ-
ian roulette with this country’s future. As
explained in this column yesterday, many
Caribbean lawyers are also moving away
from capital punishment in favour of life
imprisonment.

Of course, the weightiest consideration
of all is the cost. The Bahamas would
have to make a financial contribution to
be able to use the services of the
Caribbean court.

And the creation of a local court to
replace the  Privy Council cannot even
be considered. It would be financially pro-
hibitive. Already we do not have enough
lawyers to staff our present legal institu-
tions.

The Attorney General’s office, which
is inundated with cases going back years,
is seriously understaffed. The courts can-
not keep up with the work load that they
already have. A country as small as the
Bahamas would never be able to pay what
would be required to attract our best
lawyers from their private practices to sit
on a high court bench. And even if we
could there are not enough of them to
match the calibre and resources of the
Law Lords of London.

It is now time for Bahamians to appre-
ciate what they have and start building
on already well laid foundations.  

A Bahamas
in chaos

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

The Privy Council - to be or not to be
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

Regarding the decision of
the Catholic Church in Eng-
land and Wales to return, on
September 16, 2011, to the
practice of not eating meat on
Fridays.

I commend the Catholic
bishops of England and Wales
for returning, last week, to the
obligatory practice of abstain-
ing from eating meat on Fri-
day. The allowance, after Vat-
ican II, for self-motivated sub-
stitutions to this rule, resulted
in the widespread belief that
the rule itself had been
relaxed. It was a case of our
bishops putting the cart
before the horse.

Sacred Scripture and
Catholic tradition teach that
fasting and abstinence is a
great help to avoid sin and all
that leads to it. We first hear
of the commandment to fast
in Genesis where man is pro-
hibited from eating of the
fruit of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil. After Adam
and Eve’s expulsion from the
garden fasting is proposed, in
the stories of Ezra and Nin-
eveh, as an instrument to
restore our friendship with

God. In the New Testament
Jesus brings to light the true
and most profound meaning
of fasting which is to do the
will of the Heavenly Father
who “sees in secret and will
reward you” (Mt 6:18).

Fasting and abstinence not
only bring certain benefits to
our physical well-being, they
are, for Christians, primarily a
means of mortifying our ego-
ism, avoiding sin, and opening
our hearts to the Love of God
and our fellow man.

Fasting and abstinence
helps us recognise the situa-
tion in which so many of our
brothers and sisters live. They
enable us to become more like
the Good Samaritan. By freely
engaging in acts of self-denial
we makea a statement that
those in need are not strangers
but rather our brothers and
sisters. This practice of mark-
ing Christ’s death on Friday
with fasting and abstinence
needs to be rediscovered and
encouraged, not only in Eng-
land and Wales, but through-
out the world.

PAUL KOKOSKI 
Canada,
September 20, 2011.

Return to fasting

EDITOR, The Tribune
An open letter to Mr Tony
Butler of Cable Bahamas.

Dear Mr Butler,
I write to you out of sheer

frustration and in the hope
that you will finally be able
to give us television service
that actually works and for
which we pay in full and on
time.

Since May (the French
Open Tennis Tournament),
continuing through Wimble-
don, and then the US Open,
and now, finally, the US
NFL season and the new
Fall TV programming, I
have phoned your Customer
Service innumerable times
and have gone through the
routine (with the very nice,
polite young ladies) of
unplugging the TV set and
having new signals sent
through to our equipment to
no avail. I have left innu-
merable messages which
promise return calls – but
they never have materi-
alised. We have had various
service people (also very
nice and polite) come to the
house to try and sort out our
problems, one of which
managed to disrupt our
internet service because he
didn’t re-install our “boost-
er” (or whatever it’s called)
properly!  The technician
who came to sort out that
problem told me that none
of the previous service peo-

ple had been technicians but
merely “installers”. 

The problem at our end is
that almost every day since
May, some of the channels
are “Temporarily Out of
Order—Check Back Later”.
Usually the main US net-
works (ABC, CBS, NBC,
and FOX) display that mes-
sage, along with many oth-
ers. And today’s Out of
Order channels may not be
the same as yesterday’s or
tomorrow’s! Can you imag-
ine how frustrating this
problem has been for five
months?

There are many frustrat-
ed subscribers all over the
island!  I am told that one of
the local suppliers of dish
antennas has such a long list
of customers switching from
Cable Bahamas that he is
unable to supply dishes for
some weeks.   

I suggested to the last
technician (who reported
that our signal is excellent)
that someone should check
the cable from the road into
our house.  My son suggests
that you realign your dishes
to achieve maximum signal
strength at your end. 

Whatever you do, please
do it soon and fix our prob-
lem!

FRUSTRATED 
CUSTOMER
Nassau,
September 25, 2011.

Can we have a TV
service that works?

          



LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                    WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2011, PAGE 7

By CARA BRENNEN-
BETHEL
cbrennen@tribunemedia.net

FOREIGN Affairs Minis-
ter Brent Symonnette joined
his regional counterparts in
calling for global regulations
on the trade of conventional
small arms during a United
Nations speech.

Mr Symonette told the
UN General Assembly that
the Bahamas supports a
strong, effective and non-dis-
criminatory Arms Trade
Treaty (ATT) that would
cover small arms and ammu-
nition.

The treaty has the support
of CARICOM.

“We express the hope that
the instrument would also
provide for an effective imple-
mentation regime,” Mr
Symonette said.

In his remarks, Jamaican
Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Trade Minister Kenneth
Baugh said: “Jamaica, like its
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) partners, con-
tinues to face severe threats to
our long-term socio-econom-
ic development from the illic-
it trafficking in narcotic drugs,
small arms and light weapons,
and ammunition.”

He said that while the
region has introduced mea-
sures to combat the affects of
small arms, “we firmly

believe, however, that we will
not see the full impact of
these efforts without an inter-
national regime that regulates
the sale and transfer of con-
ventional weapons”.

Mr Baugh said progress on
the issue will not be possible
without international regula-
tion, and urged member states
to build on existing accords.

In his contribution, Mr
Symonette also addressed the
issue of migration, saying
proper co-operation can help
to ensure it occurs through
safe and regulated channels
to the benefit of both the
migrant and the receiving
state.

Mr Symonette noted that

migration has been a positive
force for development across
the world, and welcomed
increased co-operation on
international migration and
development.

In particular, he said, the
Bahamas has benefited from
migrants’ contributions in
education, health care,
tourism and financial services.

Mr Symonette also told the
General Assembly that the
Bahamas is committed to
playing a constructive role in
the lead-up to the second
high-level dialogue on Inter-
national Migration and
Development, to be held in
the General Assembly in
2013.

SYMONETTE CALLS FOR RESTRICTIONS 
ON SALES OF SMALL ARMS IN UN SPEECH

    



By LARRY SMITH

THETFORD, Norfolk -
Probably few readers will
know that the first black may-
or of an English town – specif-
ically this town, a coach stop
on the way from London to
Norwich – was a Bahamian
physician named Alan Glaiser
Minns.

Of course, the term "black"
depends on your perspective.
Alan was the grandson of John
Minns, who in 1800 "abscond-
ed from his apprenticeship" as
a baker in Reading to be ship-
wrecked off Nassau. He sub-
sequently married the African
woman who saved his life – a

slave named Rosetta. Retired
airline pilot Paul Aranha and
Exuma civic leader Basil
Minns number among their
descendants today.

John and Rosetta had sev-
eral children. One grandson
became the first non-white
Anglican priest in the
Bahamas. Two others trained
as doctors in England, and
both practised in Thetford.

Pembroke Minns died here in
1912. His more illustrious
brother Alan (who was born
on Inagua in 1858), also died
in England in 1930.

Although not many
Bahamians are aware of Dr
Minns' place in English politi-
cal history, Susan Ketchell at
the Ancient House Museum
on White Acre Street here cer-
tainly was. During my visit,

she recalled a recent lecture
and exhibit on the subject.
Minns' three-year term as
mayor (from 1904) may have
been just a footnote to Thet-
ford's 1500-year history, but
he was considered an exem-
plary candidate.

"The election of Dr Alan
Glaiser Minns as mayor will
be received with universal
approval," the Thetford &
Watton Times wrote glowing-
ly in 1904.  "He is in the prime
of l ife and energy, well
acquainted with the problems
of local government...Though
born in the West Indies he
became a member of the Roy-
al College of Surgeons and a
licentiate of the Royal College
of Physicians."

Thetford has been a strate-
gic settlement in eastern Eng-
land since the Iron Age, when
the Iceni tribe fortified a site
now known as Castle Hill. It
developed into an important
medieval market town and
was known as a seat of learn-
ing – Thetford Grammar
School having a list of head-
masters stretching back a
thousand years.

One of the early 20th cen-
tury graduates of that ancient
school was a prolific author of
detective novels named
Christopher Bush, who also
wrote several fascinating
books about life in his home
village of Great Hockham, just
a stone's throw from Thetford.
Bush came from a family of
poor farm labourers like my
grandfather, Herbert Smith,
who was also born in Hock-
ham. 

Legend
They both attended the

same village school, but Bush
became a local legend by win-
ning a scholarship to Thetford
Grammar and obtaining a
degree from the University of
London – an unprecedented
achievement for a poor village
boy of the day. He died in
1973 in his 90s, but in a book
called Winter Harvest he
offered a snapshot of Hock-
ham at the turn of the 20th
century, when my grandfather
was a boy.

"On all  sides we were
enclosed by the breckland
heaths...there were three large
farms and three smaller
farms...most of the children
left school as soon as the law
allowed; boys to be absorbed
somehow into the land and the
girls to go into domestic ser-
vice...The village lived by
farming and most of its men
were labourers...there was
something almost of serfdom
about it."

During my visit to Hock-
ham I stayed at one of the
remaining farmhouses, which
doubles today as a bed and
breakfast. The proprietor, 72-
year-old Trevor Mason, is one
of only a handful of people left
in the village who were actu-
ally born there. The other few
hundred residents are recent
arrivals. Manor Farm was
worked by Trevor's father and
grandfather in their day, and
the Masons were well
acquainted with the Smith
family.

"We, in the wilds of breck-
land, were an island, remote
and comfortably self-centred,"
Christopher Bush recalled in
his book. 

"We grew our own vegeta-
bles and reared our own pork,
and the heaths and the farm
hedgerows provided the rab-
bits that went with it...There
were two places of worship –
All Saint's Church and the
Primitive Methodist
chapel...Our water was drawn
from wells and not one house
had indoor sanitation...Our vil-
lage was also unique in hav-
ing a threshing outfit."

The threshing machine was
a marvelous 18th century
invention that separated grain
from the stalks and husks,
eliminating a lot of manual
labour. We visited Burrell's
engine works in Thetford, now
a museum where a half dozen
of these early contraptions are
on display, looking as if they
had been made yesterday.

Originally horse-drawn, by
the late 19th century the
threshing machine had
become a clanking, complex
piece of machinery powered
by a massive steam tractor.
They transformed agricultural
production in Britain, until
they were replaced by an even
better machine known as the
combine harvester in the mid-
20th century.

My grandfather's father
happened to be an engine dri-
ver – meaning he operated the
steam tractor that towed the
threshing machine, a model of
Victorian engineering. These
machines were hired out to
farms by independent con-
tractors, including the Henry
Bird outfit in Hockham (which
survived until the 1950s). My
grandfather's rare ability to
drive came from this connec-
tion, and he was able to parlay
that skill into a job as a chauf-
feur during the Depression.

Herbert Smith left Hock-
ham in 1914 to fight in the
First World War (at Gallipoli
and elsewhere in the Middle
East) and never returned to
the village other than for a
brief visit. His alienation was
symptomatic of the enormous
changes caused by the war,
and the social history of these
times has always been a source
of great fascination for me.
That terrible conflict marked a
decisive break with the past,
disrupting ancient social hier-
archies, unleashing new polit-
ical ideas and stimulating pro-
found technological changes. 

In the Bahamas, mean-
while, emigration to the Unit-
ed States peaked in the years
prior to the first world war due
to a dearth of economic
opportunities at home. Our
population in 1911 was only
55,000, with most living at or
below subsistence level. Some
1800 Bahamians volunteered
for service during the First
World War (1914-18), and 700
were posted overseas.

As former Tribune pub-
lisher Sir Etienne Dupuch
recorded following his dis-
charge after the war: "I was a
changed person when I
returned to my island home at
the age of 20 after seeing the
people of Europe wallowing
in a cesspit of human degra-
dation." Much the same would
have been said by my grand-
father on returning to his vil-
lage. I clearly recall his stories
about living on the edge of
starvation while Britain ruled
the world.

In a 1974 letter to The Tri-
bune (prompted by one of Sir
Etienne's editorials),  he
remarked on the poverty he
endured in Hockham as a
youth: "Our breakfast was a
slice of bread with a few grains
of sugar, or a small bowl of
bread crusts with a nob of
dripping upon which boiling
water was poured. And this at
a time when Britain was the
richest country in the world.
We were little more than serfs.
The empire was fine for the
people who controlled the
wealth and power – the same
breed who prospered so
patently in the slave trading
days."

At the end of the 19th cen-
tury more than a quarter of
the British population was liv-
ing at or below subsistence
level. In 1895 (the year of my
grandfather's birth), the con-
ditions of farming villages like
Hockham were appalling. Sir
George Edwards, who organ-

ised the agricultural labour-
er's union in Norfolk,
described how men laboured
from dawn to dusk six days a
week for a few shillings, often
walking miles to and from the
fields, and never seeing their
children in daylight. 

And before 1895 these poor
farm workers couldn't even
vote in parliamentary elec-
tions.

"The labourer's home is of
the worst kind," Edwards
wrote in his autobiography,
"neither sanitary, water-tight
nor wind-tight...But even those
cottages,  in spite of their
wretched condition, the
labourer has to hire under
such conditions as cannot fail
to put him in a position of the
most abject slavery, and cause
his wages to come down to the
absolute minimum, stunt his
intellect and affect his morals."

Edwards himself had an
amazing life story. Born to a
dirt poor family in a village
not far from Hockham, he
started work at the age of six
scaring crows in the fields,
receiving no formal education
at all. After a long, self-taught
career as a labour organiser
and Methodist lay preacher,
he was elected to parliament
in 1920 at the age of 70 and
knighted in 1930. When he
died three years later, his
funeral was the largest ever
held in the county of Norfolk.

Rights
Conditions were much the

same in the Bahamas at the
turn of the 20th century. A
tiny affluent oligarchy ruled a
nation of paupers and serfs
with few rights or privileges,
most of whom happened to be
black former slaves. In their
book Islanders in the Stream,
historians Michael Craton and
Gail Saunders describe homes
in over-the-hill Nassau as
"boxes of boards raised on
boulders or sticks, or crude
freestone constructions (that)
poignantly emphasize the
hopeless poverty of the peo-
ple and their home environ-
ment."

In some respects, Hockham
resembles the offshore Abaco
settlement of Hope Town,
which was the birthplace of
my maternal grandfather.
Although the Hockham peas-
antry relied on the land and
Hope Town's settlers depend-
ed on the sea, the two com-
munities share much in com-
mon.

In 1903, according to a
report by the Baltimore Geo-
graphical Society, Hope Town
consisted of about a thousand
whites and a dozen blacks
jammed into a collection of
poor shacks with an average
of seven to a home. 

Today, these shacks are
sought after by wealthy
retirees and professionals, just
like the worker cottages in
Hockham. 

Both are now picture-post-
card communities that hear-
ken back to a vanished age,
while earning their bread and
butter from tourism.

What did I take back from
my Norfolk vacation? 

Well, it brought home to me
a vivid appreciation of the fact
that – in the relatively short
space of time since my grand-
parents were young – the
world has changed immeasur-
ably. Geography and racial
division may have complicated
and delayed our social
progress in the Bahamas, but
the overall course ran much
the same here as it did in Nor-
folk.

What do you think? 
Send comments to 
larry@tribunemedia.net
Or visit
www.bahamapundit.com 
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Which bank will give the Bahamas a $200,
000 grant for humanitarian relief in the 
aftermath of hurricane Irene?

The Inter-American 
Development Bank

BAHAMIAN WHO MADE
HISTORY AS MAYOR

OF AN ENGLISH TOWN

THESE FORMER WORKMAN'S COTTAGES in the Norfolk  farming village of Great Hockham are now
sought-after homes for affluent retirees and professionals working in nearby towns.

BURRELL'S ENGINE WORKS IN THETFORD – a museum of Victorian steam tractors used (among oth-
er things) for towing threshing machines.
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EMAIL: friendlymotors@hotmail.com
WEBSITE: friendlymotorsbahamas.com

FRIENDLY MOTORS CO. LTD THOMPSON BOULEVARD
TEL.: 356-7100 • FAX: 328-6094

22001111 FFOORRDD MMUUSSTTAANNGGIntroducing The All NEW

an American Icon

Shop & Compare
All new, all new, nothing like it available in The Bahamas, a true American Sports car. With the new 3.7L, 305 HP, V6 with Automatic Transmission, custom 17 inch alloy wheels, power
windows, locks and mirrors, side curtain air bags, plus leather interior and the all new Sync System and all standard features, PLUS 3 years/36000 mile warranty

assistance, 3 years rust protection, licence and inspection to birthday, full tank of gas, floor mats, first five services

Reserve yours now available at

IIff yyoouu aarree llooookkiinngg ffoorr tthhee bbeesstt vvaalluuee aavvaaiillaabbllee
YYoouu oowwee iitt ttoo yyoouurrsseellff ttoo bbuuyy oonnee

appear on footage of the
store and its surrounding
area between Wednesday
and Saturday.

The gas station recently
celebrated its grand open-
ing on September 16 after it
had been closed since last
year.

Incensed by Marco’s
unexplained disappearance,
community activists are call-
ing on all residents of the
area to band together in sup-
port of the family and
against possible predators.

The Bain and Grants
Town Association has
organised a $2,000 reward
for any information leading
to the apprehension and
conviction of anyone con-
nected to the matter, presi-

dent C B Moss said. 
Mr Moss said another

young boy was reported
missing for one day, three
weeks ago, and police are
investigating the child’s
abduction.

“We are very determined
in this community to see that
this does not become a trend
because there are lots of
children who move around
(in the area), sometimes
unaccompanied, and there-

by are very vulnerable,” Mr
Moss said.

According to family mem-
bers, Marco was last seen
leaving his home on
Brougham Street, off Bail-
lou Hill Road, on Friday
afternoon between the
hours of 4pm to 6pm.

The sixth-grader enjoyed
video games and had recent-
ly joined a boxing club after
saving up his school lunch
money.

Each day, Marco’s parents
and loved ones sit at home
waiting and praying for him
to return.

Tryphemia Meadows,
Marco’s mother, said:
“Every day I'm looking for
him to come home. I can't
even explain it. I don’t feel
good because I don't know
what happened to him. I'm
trying to hold on, I'm trying
to be strong.”

Ms Meadows, 51, said: “I
feel like he's alive but he just
can't get from where he is. I
don't want to feel no other
way.”

Family members were
conducting their own inves-
tigations which led them to a
farm off Joe Farrington
Road last night, but their
efforts were unsuccessful.

Although the family was
not well known in the area,
Marco’s disappearance has
severely disturbed commu-
nity members who feel that
the same thing could have
easily happened to one of
their children.

Mr Moss said families
can’t protect all of their chil-
dren from this type of inci-
dent as often times young
ones are sent out into the
immediate area on errands.

“We cannot become pris-
oners in our own society, but
we feel deeply for this fami-
ly and for all other families
that have experienced simi-
lar incidents,” Mr Moss said.

“The greatest security we
have is for the residents at
large to stand up and say ‘no
way are we going to toler-
ate this’ and then the crimi-
nals are going to take notice.
As long as criminals think
their only adversaries are
the police then they are
going to feel comfortable.”

Mr Moss said there have
been incidents concerning
young people who are
detained against their will
and subjected to “various
experiences.” 

However, he said many
are not reported due to
embarrassment or to pro-
tect the anonymity of the
child.

The reward fund will be
made available to the police,
and paid out once there has
been confirmation from
investigators. The associa-
tion has issued an appeal to
the public and private sec-
tor for donations to the fund
in an effort to make it more
financially attractive. Mr
Moss can be contacted at
325-7909.

“We must put a stop to
this type of action, this is
happening to boys and
girls,” Mr Moss added.

“We’re calling this nation
out, to action, it’s not good
enough to talk about it, we
have to do something about
it.

“People need to rise to
the occasion now. In the US,
if a child is missing any-
where in that great nation,
an alert is raised. We take
these kinds of things too
casually.”

Anyone with information
on Marco’s whereabouts can
contact police at 911, the
Southern police station at
322-3337, CDU at 502-9991,
and Crime Stoppers at 328-
TIPS.

National General Council (NGC),
it is believed that Mr Rolle will be
“rubber stamped” within a short
period of time.

At the NGC level, stalwart
councillors are allowed to raise
any objections that they have with
a particular candidate and if those
objections cannot be satisfied the
candidate could face considerable
opposition in getting their nomi-
nation.

However, according to well-
placed sources within the party it is
not believed that Mr Rolle will
have any difficulty in this regard.

In fact, these sources claimed
that Mr Rolle was selected for his “well-
respected business acumen”, and is already
being earmarked for a prominent Cabinet
post in what they hope will be a new PLP
administration.

As the chief marketing officer at Bahamas
Fast Ferries, Mr Rolle also doubles as a part-
time lecturer at the College of the Bahamas.

“Khaalis is in his late thirties, a
respected businessman, and the
kind of candidate that the party
needs to be attracting to win the
seats that we need to win. We were
not supposed to lose Pinewood in
2007, and we are confident this time
around that we will not lose again,”
another party insider explained.

“Based upon the work that Mr
Rolle has done at the Chamber
over the past several years he
would be a high flyer for any post
in Finance, Transport, Air and Sea,
and he is also in Tourism so he
could be in almost any ministry that
he chooses.

“But obviously we have a deep
bench with any number of persons

who will play a vital role in the transformation
of this country, and the people of the Bahamas
will hear more and see more from the party in
the coming months,” the source explained. 

When The Tribune contacted Mr Rolle yes-
terday he opted not to confirm or deny the
reports of his upcoming candidacy with the
PLP.

been having problems and
now the teachers are refus-
ing to teach.

“They are on strike
again. I know they are hav-
ing their issues with the
school but what is supposed
to happen to the students
in the meantime?

“My daughter is in the
fourth grade and she has-
n’t had a teacher from last
week. She has done nothing
in school all week other
than watch television and
play.

“I sent her to school to
learn, not to play – she can
do that at home. Something
needs to be done about
this.”

E P Roberts principal
Kendal Burrows confirmed
that teachers were “sitting
out”, but said the issue
should be resolved by
today.

“The teachers withdrew
their services on Monday
and the first half of Tues-
day. By the afternoon we
spoke with them and got
them to agree to teach on
Wednesday.

“Basically they are upset
because there is a shortage

of teachers and they are
being stretched to their lim-
it,” he said.

“We need at least five
more teachers for every-
thing to run smoothly. We
have letters from the Min-
istry indicating that teach-
ers were sent here, howev-
er for some reason or
another they did not show
up.

“These are teachers that
were transferred from oth-
er schools who did not
come to perform their
duties. I don’t know why
they didn’t come.

“The Ministry of Educa-
tion says they are working
on the problem so we just
have to wait and see. Hope-
fully we get the teachers
before the end of the
week.” 

This is the second time
teachers at E P Roberts
walked off the job.

At the beginning of the
term, they refused to teach
for a week citing poor
working conditions and a
teacher shortage.

Mr Burrows said infra-
structural problems have
since been resolved.

Calls to the Ministry of
Education for comment
were not answered.

the number of Bahamians
working at the development,
he added. 

"We have about 325 to 350
Chinese workers here, most
of them doing technical sup-
port work or working on the
aspects of the 'man camp' or
as support for some of the
senior Chinese persons here,”
said Mr Sands. 

"When you look at that in
terms of the how we had pro-
jected them to arrive, it's
trending lower in numbers
against the backdrop that we
have put to work 1,150
Bahamians. 

"The significant amount of
Chinese labour won't be here
until another 12 months from
now." 

The Chinese workers live
in on-site dormitories, and
officials have said most of the
food the workers eat will be
imported from China. 

Baha Mar is constructing
phase one of the dormitories. 

About 8,150 Chinese work-

ers will enter the country, in
staggered amounts, to help
construct the $2.6 billion
Cable Beach resort. 

Mr Sands said company
road work on West Bay
Street is still on schedule to
be completed in early Novem-
ber. 

The road work began over
the summer at an estimated
cost of $40 million.

It is estimated the Baha
Mar resort will cost about $3.4
billion. 

It will include almost 3,500
rooms and residences, the
largest casino in the
Caribbean, the largest con-
vention centre in the
Bahamas, a Jack Nicklaus sig-
nature golf course, three spas,
a 20-acre eco-water park, mul-
tiple restaurants, along with
high-end retail and entertain-
ment venues.

building plagued with
leaks, leaving tests open
to contamination.

While confirming there
have been leaks, an offi-
cial at the department
said all testing was sus-
pended until repairs were
made.

The official also said
sensitive tests are not con-
ducted in the building but
are sent to accredited
institutions in the US. 

Diana Lightbourne,
acting permanent secre-
tary at the Ministry of
Environment, said:
"While it  is  true that
there have been plumb-
ing leaks in the past, dur-
ing such periods all test-
ing activities were com-
pletely suspended until
the plumbing leaks were
repaired and ceiling tiles
replaced. 

"We do not consider
that test results are com-
promised, as test results
are conducted using con-
trol samples for compari-
son."

The ministry also shot
down the IDB's findings
that  EMRAD's main
offices are housed in a
"condemned building"
but admitted the lab
needs upgrades to
plumbing and electrical
systems. 

Ms Lightbourne said:
"We are not aware that
the building has been
condemned. We consider
the building to be sound."

She added that staff
have adapted to testing
needs in spite of deficien-
cies in laboratory infra-
structure.  

The IDB's assessment
also said EMRAD suf-
fered from "insufficient
resources and low
morale", testing capacity
was limited and neither
of its laboratories was
accredited.

The IDB also found
that because of conditions
at EMRAD, water test-
ing was turned over to the
Water & Sewerage Cor-
poration.

However Ms Light-
bourne said that several
years ago officials decided
that EMRAD would
engage private companies
to test quality control for
local water producers for
stringent testing, but not
because of the state of the
agency's lab.  

said some of the judges are too lenient.
“Some judges are too merciful and accom-

modating to criminals and they need to be
more forceful when carrying out the law,”
Bishop Hall said.

“We say a man is innocent until proven
guilty but how can a man be innocent after he
has already been charged with other crimes
and is out on bail? 

“Some of these judges need to use their
discretion and be more stern when it comes to
granting or not granting bail,” he said.

Bishop Hall said the public should not hold
Mr Turnquest fully responsible for the crime
problem, just as the full blame should not be
levelled at the judiciary.

“He does not deserve to be blamed. To
say Tommy Turnquest is the cause of crime is
like saying a pastor is the cause of the sin of
his members.

“We are all in some way culpable for the
crime problem. We all have to take responsi-
bility for the state of the crime problem in our

country,” he said.
“However, I think Mr Turnquest should

lead the charge in fixing some of the laws
that would cause criminals to think twice
before they commit a crime. He needs to be
firm in his ideas and take a stance on the
crime issue.”

On Monday, Mr Turnquest defended his
criticism of the judiciary, saying he felt his
actions were "right" as an elected represen-
tative of the Bahamian people.

Last week, he said while he has no wish to
encroach on the independence of the judi-
cial system, in his opinion some judges have
been far too "liberal" when it comes to grant-
ing bail to career criminals and those accused
of serious offences.

Mr Turnquest said he believes the police
and the public agree with him.

He also said he felt bail trends have con-
tributed "greatly" to the country's escalating
crime problem.

Earlier this week, Chief Magistrate Roger
Gomez refused to grant bail to a man accused
of attempted murder, citing the rising levels of

FOOD AND WATER
TESTING ‘WAS NOT
COMPROMISED’
FROM page one

TEACHERS WALK JOB
AT PRIMARY SCHOOL
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BISHOP SIMEON HALL VOICES 
SUPPORT FOR TURNQUEST STANCE
FROM page one
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LOS ANGELES, US
Associated Press

PROSECUTORS told
jurors yesterday that Michael
Jackson was killed by the
actions of his personal physi-
cian, who used a dangerous
anaesthetic without adequate
safeguards and botched
recovery efforts when he
found the singer unconscious.

Defense attorneys coun-
tered that Jackson caused his
own death by taking the drug
propofol after his doctor left
the room in a desperate
attempt to overcome his
chronic inability to sleep.

Nothing Dr Conrad Murray
could have done would have
saved the King of Pop, defense
attorney Ed Chernoff told the
panel, because Jackson was
desperate to regain his fame
and needed rest ahead of his
comeback concerts.

The competing versions of
Jackson’s death and Murray’s
role in it were laid out in
opening statements at the
physician’s involuntary
manslaughter trial.

David Walgren, prosecut-
ing, relied heavily on photos
and audio recordings to make
his case that Murray was an
inept and reckless caretaker
of Jackson.

He showed a photo of a
lifeless Jackson on a hospital
gurney, and played a record-
ing of Jackson speaking to
Murray while the prosecutor
said he was under the influ-
ence of an unknown sub-
stance roughly six weeks
before his death.

The singer’s speech was
heavily slurred but recognis-
able. He spoke of his hopes
for the upcoming concerts.

“We have to be phenome-
nal,” Jackson is heard telling
Murray. “When people leave
this show, when people leave
my show, I want them to say,
‘I’ve never seen nothing like
this in my life. Go. Go. I've
never seen nothing like this.
Go. It’s amazing. He’s the
greatest entertainer in the
world.”

Murray is accused of giving
Jackson a lethal dose of
propofol in the bedroom of
the singer’s rented mansion,
but Chernoff said Jackson
gave himself the fatal dose.

He claimed the singer swal-
lowed several pills of the
sedative lorazepam on the
morning of his death - enough
to put six people to sleep. He
also said Jackson self-ingested
propofol, and it killed him
instantly. Jackson did not
even have a chance to close
his eyes, Chernoff said.

Walgren said Murray was
grossly negligent by provid-
ing Jackson propofol. The
prosecutor said while work-
ing for Jackson, the doctor
was shipped more than four
gallons of the anaesthetic,

DOCTOR’S USE OF ANAESTHETIC BLAMED
FOR DEATH OF MICHAEL JACKSON

THE PROSECUTION showed a picture of Michael Jackson’s body
during the Conrad Murray involuntary manslaughter trial in Los
Angeles yesterday.

JACKSON FAMILY members
attending the hearing included
Randy and Janet, above, and
LaToya, below

DR CONRAD
MURRAY in
court yesterday,
where he is
accused of invol-
untary
manslaughter
over the death of
Michael Jackson

which is normally given in
hospital settings.

He said Jackson trusted
Murray as his physician. “That
misplaced trust in Conrad
Murray cost Michael Jackson
his life,” Walgren said.

The doctor had initially
requested $5 million to work
for the singer for a year, but
accepted the lower rate of
$150,000 a month, Walgren
said. His contract to be Jack-
son’s personal physician was
never signed and he was nev-
er paid.

He told jurors that Murray
deceived paramedics and
emergency room doctors by
not telling them he had been
giving Jackson propofol as a
sleep aid. He also called the
doctor inept and said he
repeatedly deviated from the
standard of care by leaving
the singer alone while under
sedation and not immediately
calling 911 when he found the

singer was unconscious.
Murray never called emer-

gency services himself, instead
waiting more than 20 minutes
to have one of Jackson’s
bodyguards make the call.

“Basic common sense
requires 911 be called imme-
diately,” Walgren said. “Basic
common sense. And we know
that was not done.”

Chernoff told jurors it was
not their job to determine
whether Murray was a good
doctor. He said Murray and
Jackson were actually friends,
and Murray was trying to
wean Jackson off of propofol. 

A number of Jackson’s
family members were in the
courthouse, including his
father Joseph, mother Kather-
ine, sisters LaToya and Janet,
and brothers Jermaine,
Randy and Tito.

If convicted, Murray faces
up to four years in prison and
the loss of his medical license.

SAUDI ARABIA
Associated Press

A SAUDI woman was sen-
tenced yesterday to be lashed
10 times with a whip for defy-
ing the kingdom's prohibition
on female drivers, the first
time a legal punishment has
been handed down for a vio-
lation of the longtime ban in
the Muslim nation.

Normally, police just stop
female drivers, question them
and let them go after they sign
a pledge not to drive again.
But dozens of women have
continued to take to the roads
since June in a campaign to
break the taboo.

Making Tuesday’s sentence
all the more upsetting to
activists is that it came just
two days after King Abdul-
lah promised to protect wom-
en’s rights and decreed that
women would be allowed to
participate in municipal elec-
tions in 2015. Abdullah also
promised to appoint women
to a currently all-male advi-
sory body known as the Shu-
ra Council.

The mixed signals highlight
the challenge for Abdullah,
known as a reformer, in push-
ing gently for change without
antagonising the powerful
clergy and a conservative seg-

ment of the population.
Abdullah said he had the

backing of the official cleri-
cal council. But activists saw
Tuesday’s sentencing as a
retaliation of sorts from the
hard-line Saudi religious
establishment that controls
the courts and oversees the
intrusive religious police.

“Our king doesn't deserve
that,” said Sohila Zein el-
Abydeen, a prominent female
member of the governmental
National Society for Human
Rights. She burst into tears in
a phone interview and said,
“The verdict is shocking to
me, but we were expecting
this kind of reaction.”

The driver, Shaima Jas-
taina, in her 30s, was found
guilty of driving without per-
mission, activist Samar
Badawi said. The punishment
is usually carried out within
a month. It was not possible
to reach Jastaina, but Badawi,
in touch with Jastaina's fami-
ly, said she appealed the ver-
dict.

Saudi Arabia is the only
country in the world that bans
women — both Saudi and for-
eign — from driving. The pro-
hibition forces families to hire
live-in drivers, and those who
cannot afford the $300 to $400
a month for a driver must rely

on male relatives to drive
them to work, school, shop-
ping or the doctor.

There are no written laws
that restrict women from dri-
ving. Rather, the ban is root-
ed in conservative traditions
and religious views that hold
giving freedom of movement
to women would make them
vulnerable to sins.

Activists say the religious
justification is irrelevant.

“How come women get
flogged for driving while the
maximum penalty for a traffic
violation is a fine, not lash-
es?” Zein el-Abydeen said.
“Even the Prophet (Muham-
mad’s) wives were riding
camels and horses because
these were the only means of
transportation.”

Since June, dozens of
women have led a campaign
to try to break the taboo and
impose a new status quo. The
campaign’s founder, Manal
al-Sherif, who posted a video
of herself driving on Face-
book, was detained for more
than 10 days. She was
released after signing a pledge
not to drive or speak to
media.

Since then, women have
been appearing in the streets
driving their cars once or
twice a week.

SAUDI WOMAN SENTENCED TO
TEN LASHES FOR DRIVING CAR
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CASH & CARRY! All Sales Final No Refund or Exchange

SALE!
26 Cubic Ft Stainless
Steel Refrigerator $1600
Power Tools 15%

O�  (except net items)

Generators 15%
O�  (except net items)

Cement $9.85/Bag

WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE! Brick, Tiles, Paint, Lumber, 10%...15%...20%...UP TO 30% SAVINGS!

Super Deals on Damaged lumber as well as
• Damaged shingles  • Bifold doors  • Fiberglass doors

• Awning windows  • Gardenia Lawn & Garden Products  • Hushboard
• R11 M45 insulation  • PT V-Joint  • Moisture resistant drywall   • Versatex

• Angle iron  • Damaged regular drywall  • Ceiling tiles  • Formica (5x12)

188 Wulff Road, Nassau, Bahamas
Open Mon-Fri 6:30am-4:00pm  Saturday 6:30am-3:00pm

Tel: (242) 323-3973 or 326-3978   Fax: (242) 322-3937
Web: www.buildersmallbahamas.com    Email: info@buildersmallbahamas.com “Like” us follow us

PLUS
at

• Tiles 15% to 20% O�
• Granite Tops starting at $100.00
• Granite Back splash starting at $50.00
• Cement Tiles 24”x 24” with
   conch shell  print $9.95each

• Bricks Pavers from $3.85/sqft
• Brick cobble sheets From  $5.00
• Plastic tiles strips from $1.50 to $5.95
• Marble Floor Medallions  30% o�
• Decorative tiles borders from $1.00 (side walk sale)

September 26 To October 1

PERUGIA, ITALY
Associated Press

A DEFENCE lawyer
told an Italian court yes-
terday that Amanda Knox,
the American student con-
victed of killing her room-
mate, isn't a manipulating,
sex-obsessed “femme
fatale” as her accusers
charge, but is rather like
Jessica Rabbit — just
drawn that way.

In closing arguments
before an appeals court,
lawyer Giulia Bongiorno
compared Knox to the car-
toon character, contend-
ing that Knox had been
unfairly portrayed over the
course of the media-hyped,
four-year case. She said
the 24-year-old American
is instead a loving young
woman who simply dis-
played immaturity and

naivete at the time of the
2007 slaying.

Knox was convicted of
sexually assaulting and
murdering Meredith
Kercher, a British student
in Perugia, on Nov 1, 2007,
and sentenced to 26 years
in prison. Co-defendant
Raffaele Sollecito, an Ital-
ian who was Knox's
boyfriend at the time of
the crime, was convicted
of the same charges and
sentenced to 25 years.

They both deny wrong-
doing and have appealed
their 2009 convictions. A
verdict in the appeals case
is expected within a week
— possibly as early as Sat-
urday.

Bongiorno is Sollecito's
lawyer, but, with the fates
of the two defendants
intertwined, she discussed
Knox's role at length.

AMANDA
KNOX in
court in
Italy, where
a defence
lawyer said
she was no
femme fatale

WASHINGTON, US
Associated Press

ONE CRISIS averted, on
to the next.

The day after Congress
managed to avert a govern-
ment shutdown — again —
Republicans and Democrats
stared ahead yesterday at
major fights over spending
that underscore a deep divide
that’s sure to define the fast-
approaching national elec-
tions.

On Monday night, law-
makers had postponed their
dispute over whether billions
for disaster aid must be paid
for with cuts elsewhere in the
budget, finessing a pact to
keep the government operat-
ing.

But tea party-driven
Republicans are still insisting
on significant spending cuts
this fall, with some arguing
that a hard-fought congres-
sional agreement this summer
to fund the government at
$1.043 trillion in 2012 was too
generous. Democrats, many
of whom complained of too
many concessions and reduc-
tions in this year’s show-
downs, are furiously trying to
protect government pro-
grams.

The next skirmish will be

over how and where to spend
the new year's budget, with a
Nov 18 deadline for that leg-
islation. But the next really
big deal is the special 12-
member bipartisan super-
committee and whether it can
come up with a plan to slash
$1.5 trillion over 10 years by
Nov 23 — the day before
Thanksgiving.

These fights will unfold
against the backdrop of a fee-
ble economy that President
Barack Obama is desperate
to jump-start as he pushes for
a second term, and an exas-
perated electorate that looks
at Washington and dislikes
what it sees.

“The heat will be on, the
heat from the American peo-
ple,” said former Republican
Sen Alan Simpson, who
believes Americans struggling
economically will be asking,
“Why stretch us out like
this?”

Lawmakers also will be
under pressure from political
factions demanding that they
stand firm for party beliefs.

“You have to support get-
ting control of excessive
spending and debt,” said Sal
Russo, a longtime Republi-
can operative and founder of
the Tea Party Express, a well-

funded wing of the populist
movement. “Are you helping
to solve the problem or mak-
ing it worse?”

Shortly after Senate votes on
Monday, Sen Mary Landrieu,
thanked party leaders “for
helping the Democratic Party
find the backbone it needed to
fight and win this debate”.

The disaster aid dispute
that threatened to partially
shut down the government
this weekend was resolved
relatively quickly after a
standoff between Democrats
and Republicans. The fight,
however, was an unpleasant
reminder to most Americans
of the last-minute maneuver-
ing in April to avert a shut-
down and the August show-
down over raising the nation's
borrowing authority that left
financial markets unnerved.

This time, Democrats had
spent weeks demanding addi-
tional disaster aid in response
to hurricanes, tornadoes and
other natural disasters that
had battered Americans from
Vermont to Missouri. Repub-
licans had said the additional
aid had to be offset by cuts in
energy-related programs that
Democrats favored. The Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency had warned that its

accounts would be out of
money early this week.

A solution to keep the gov-
ernment operating seemed
uncertain last week. Then
word from the Obama admin-
istration that FEMA wasn’t
in as dire financial straits as
many feared proved to be the
answer.

On Saturday, the adminis-
tration told Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid (Democ-
rat) and Sen. Chuck Schumer,
(Democrat) that FEMA could
last until Thursday with the
money it had. Specifically, an
unknown contractor had come
in under budget, freeing some
$40 million, said Democratic
and Republican congressional
aides, leading to a deal on
Monday in which Democrats
and Republicans agreed on an
emergency spending bill to
avoid a government shut-
down. FEMA would get $2.65
billion in disaster relief assis-
tance in a one-week bill, $1
billion less than approved by
tea party Republicans.

The House, on recess this
week, probably will back the
one-week measure by voice
vote tomorrow and vote sep-
arately next week to keep the
government running through
Nov 18.

DEAL STRUCK TO AVOID SHUTDOWN
- BUT FURTHER CRISES LOOM IN US

CAIRO, EGYPT
Associated Press

EGYPT’S first parliamen-
tary elections since the ouster
of Hosni Mubarak will begin
on Nov 28, the country’s mil-
itary rulers said yesterday in
an announcement greeted
with little fanfare by activists
who have grown deeply sus-
picious of the generals’ com-
mitment to change.

The military council, which
took over from Mubarak as
he stepped down in February,

promised it would transfer
power to civilian rule within
six months, but no date was
announced for presidential
elections that would bring an
end to military rule.

The concerns reflect the
broader uncertainty over
Egypt’s post-Mubarak course
under a military council led
by a man who served as
Mubarak’s defense minister
for many years. Egypt’s new
revolutionary groups say the
council has done little to dis-
mantle Mubarak’s legacy and

bring figures of the old regime
to account for corruption,
human rights abuses and oth-
er crimes.

“The new parliament won't
reflect the real spirit of the
revolution and will provide
justification for the military
council to continue to be pre-
sent in the background of the
political scene,” said Mustafa
Shawki, a youth group leader.

Even more troubling for
the young activists who led
the uprising against
Mubarak’s rule, many believe

the law governing the parlia-
mentary election will enable
remnants of the former
regime to retain power in the
post-uprising legislature.

The elections for parlia-
ment’s two chambers will be
staggered over several months,
with the vote for the legisla-
tive People’s Assembly start-
ing Nov 28 and the less pow-
erful Shura Council, the cham-
ber's upper house, on Jan 29. 

Critics accuse the military
of dragging out the process to
prolong their time in power.

EGYPT ANNOUNCES DATE FOR POST-MUBARAK ELECTION
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MINISTER of the Envi-
ronment Dr Earl Deveaux
said the Bahamas must
encourage development mod-
els that help mitigate the
threat of climate change.

Like other small island
developing states (SIDS), the
Bahamas is particularly vul-
nerable to the effects of cli-
mate change, particularly
global warming.

And environmentalists
have calculated that residual
air and ocean pollution is the
number-one threat to the sur-
vival of the 53 million people
that live in SIDS.

“A definition of climate
change is a change in climate
which is attributed directly
or indirectly to human activ-
ity that alters the composi-
tion of the global atmosphere
and which is in addition to
the natural climate variabili-
ty observed over compara-
ble time periods,” Mr
Deveaux explained while
speaking at the College of
the Bahamas on September
22.

Dr Deveaux said the coun-
try’s marine environment and
integrated ecosystems are
slowly being destroyed while
coral reefs are showing signs
of bleaching thanks to rising
global temperatures.

“Climate change is already
affecting and will continue to
impact our coral reefs and
integrated ecosystems,” said
Dr Deveaux.

Showing the audience a
slide show of photos, he said:
“Here are some manifesta-
tions of the effects of climate
change exhibited primarily by
hurricane damage.

“You see the effect on agri-
culture, on buildings, on infra-
structure, and generally on
human beings.

“The Bahamas is fortunate
in one sense that we are bor-
dered on one side by deep
Atlantic Ocean.

“But, the Great Bahama
Bank and Little Bahama
Bank, which provides for
most of our fisheries, would
be the most likely threatened
environments of the increas-
ing of sea water temperature.”

Dr Deveaux said Bahami-
ans must choose to reduce the
impact of climate change
through increasing our
resiliency to its effects.

He used Schooner Bay, a
resort in Abaco, as an exam-
ple of “appropriate develop-
ment”, along the lines of the
2010 Planning and Subdivi-
sion Act, which came into
effect January 1, 2011.

“Our government has
passed the comprehensive
Physical Planning Act and

Forestry Act and one I’ve list-
ed is the Bahamas National
Trust Act.

“These three pieces of leg-
islation together are intend-
ed to inform individual deci-
sions, policy decisions, and
regional decisions in respect
to how we order development
in our country,” said Dr
Deveaux.

“We can integrate our
adaptation into development
decisions. We have an exam-
ple here of Schooner Bay, a
development in Abaco.

“We have gamuts of con-
servation efforts exhibited in

our living conditions, in our
architecture, and we have the
all-encompassing term ‘appro-
priate development’. That
really summarises how we see
the approach of our own
adaptation to the adverse
impacts of climate change in
the Bahamas.”

The government has listed
its “practical efforts” to
address the adverse impacts
of climate change.

These include nature
reserves such as Bird Pond in
Andros, Victoria Pond in
Exuma, and Adelaide Creek
in New Providence.

MINISTER ADVOCATES
DEVELOPMENT MODELS 
TO HELP IN THE FIGHT

AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE

MEMBERS OF the Antiques, Monuments, and Antiquities Division joined the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to hear the presentation

MINISTER OF 
ENVIRONMENT Earl
Deveaux discusses the
government’s strategy to
combine legislative mea-
sures and appropriate
development to 
control and mitigate the
effects of climate change
and, right, he introduces
a comic book produced
by the BEST Commission
to offer a simple explana-
tion of climate change to
Bahamian citizens

Kristaan Ingraham/BIS

PANELISTS Michael Pateman, Lisa Benjamin, and Arthur Rolle  gave presentations on how SIDS can
turn their weaknesses into opportunities.

 



By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE GRAND
BAHAMA Chamber of
Commerce’s president yes-
terday dismissed calls to end
Freeport’s real property tax
exemption as “not making
any sense”, warning such a
move could actually depress
real estate values in the city.

Arguing that the release

of large land tracts could cre-
ate a supply “glut”, K P
Turnquest said it was dan-
gerous to assume Freeport
would be any different to
Exuma or the Abacos, where
residents - especially second
homeowners - were vehe-
mently complaining about
their real property tax bills.

The Chamber president
told Tribune Business that
imposing real property tax
in Freeport after the current
exemption expires in 2015
raised the spectre of ‘double
taxation’, and whether the
authority to charge property
owners would shift from the
Grand Bahama Port Author-
ity (GBPA) to the Govern-
ment.

“It really doesn’t make
sense,” Mr Turnquest said of
the suggestions contained in
a letter submitted to him last
week. 

The September 22 docu-
ment, from a ‘concerned cit-
izen’, argued that Freeport’s
real estate market and val-
ues would be “reinvigorat-
ed” through the imposition
of real property tax, as the
$2,000-$10,000 annual ‘car-
rying costs’ for “sitting on”

$4.68

$4.51

$4.69
The information contained is from a third
party and The Tribune can not be held
responsible for errors and/or omission
from the daily report.

$$5.32

$5.38

$5.50
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St. Michael: 246.435.1955

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE GRAND BAHAMA
PORT AUTHORITY’S
(GBPA) Board is today due
to decide whether to appoint
a new chairman, with Tribune
Business able to reveal that
former Bahamas Financial
Services Board (BFSB) chair-
man Ian Fair appears to be
the leading contender for the
role.

Sources intimately familiar
with developments in

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A company’s ‘work week’ is “not nec-
essarily” the same as the Employment
Act’s ‘seven day period’ for determin-
ing employee days off, a Supreme Court
judge has ruled, in dismissing a claim by
114 former and current staff against the
Freeport Container Port.

In throwing out the case that the Con-
tainer Port’s former ‘four gang shift pat-
tern’ breached the “mandatory hours of
rest” and overtime pay mandated by the
Employment Act, Justice Estelle Gray-
Evans also clarified other provisions in
the legislation that are vital to Bahamian
employers and their rostering/payroll
costs.

Dealing with the Act’s ‘48 hours of
rest’ provision, Justice Gray-Evans said
that while Bahamas-based employees
were allowed ‘one day off’, or 24 con-
secutive hours of rest, during a seven-
day period, the law did not mandate that
they must be given “two days off or two

consecutive periods of 24 hours”.
Recalling the origins of the dispute,

the judge said the employees had alleged
the ‘four gang shift pattern’, implement-
ed by Freeport Container Port between
October 2001 and February 2009,
breached their employment contract by
requiring them to work eight hours per
day, for seven consecutive days, without
a day off.

This, they had alleged, breached the
Employment Act, but this was denied
by the Freeport Container Port, which
added that overtime was paid as due in
accordance with the law.

Justice Gray-Evans said the first issue
to be determined was what the ‘seven
day period’ in the Employment Act
meant. Attorneys for the workers alleged
this period started on the day when each
gang was rostered to begin their shift
pattern, “which would mean that the rel-
evant seven-day period would be differ-
ent for each gang and would commence
on a different day of the week”.

They argued that since the Act “does
not stipulate when a ‘week’ begins, an
employer becomes legally bound to

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

A GRAND Bahama businessman yester-
day said he was ready to fight the Utilities
Regulation and Competition Authority
(URCA) in court over its allegation he owes
some $3,000 in fees, arguing this sum could
not be justified  he was licensed instead by
the Grand Bahama Port Authority (GBPA).

Ryan Bullard, owner of Complete Busi-
ness Systems, was one of three businesses
listed by URCA’s as owing annual fees and
interest, the regulator having threatened to
revoke its licence unless these sums are paid
within 14 days.

Mr Bullard told Tribune Business yester-
day: “They have these fees and they are not
defined. I am a licensee of the Port. They
[URCA] say they are an agent for the Gov-
ernment, responsible for collecting govern-
ment taxes/

“If I am paying you for inspection, you
can’t just get up and say I have to pay these

fees and any outstanding interest and don’t
define them. I’m prepared to go to court
with them. I have my documents, they sent
me theirs. I’m ready to rumble. Their act
makes no sense. URCA just cannot justify
their fees.”

Mr Bullard added: “Why should I pay tax-
es when I pay $1,800 a year in license fees to
the Port Authority? Those guys don’t scare
me. 

“I operate a piece of trunking equipment
that was licensed by URCA. I have a license
to do business in the Bahamas, to carry out
the business of communication. I have a Port
license to carry out the same business. With
my license I can sell, repair and service com-
munication apparatus. 

“Why should I pay them any type of mon-
ey based on my general revenue? It makes
no sense. The only license I have with them
is for a trunking system. If they want to
attach their revenue generation towards that
then fine, I may not agree with it but I can

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE CLEARING BANKS ASSOCIA-
TION’S (CBA) head yesterday conceded
there was “an element of truth” to allega-
tions that Bahamas-based financial institu-
tions had either increased or introduced
new fees to compensate for bad loan losses,
pointing out that all businesses adopted such
strategies to survive.

Ian Jennings told Tribune Business that
during recessions, when particular earnings
streams fell and the bottom line declined, it
was only natural for companies - including
commercial banks - to develop new revenue
avenues and cut costs “to stay in business”.

He was responding after Dionisio
D’Aguilar, president of the Superwash laun-
dromat chain and a former Bahamas Cham-
ber of Commerce president, last week
slammed Bahamian commercial banks for
implementing “outrageous and astronomical
fees” to try and recoup some of the losses
sustained over the past three years on their
non-performing loan portfolios.

Mr D’Aguilar also accused Bahamian

commercial banks, all of whom are CBA
members, of operating as “a cartel”. This
charge was rejected by Mr Jennings, who
said there was “lots of competition” between
the banks, even though consumers - busi-
nesses and individuals - “may not always
feel it”.

Commenting on Mr D’Aguilar’s fee-relat-
ed claims, Mr Jennings said: “There’s an
element of truth in that, like there’s an ele-
ment of truth in many things. It’s a question
of where you put the emphasis.”

The Superwash president had railed
against the 2 per cent ‘excess penalty fee’
that CIBC FirstCaribbean International
Bank (Bahamas) had begun imposing on
clients, on top of the normal 17 per cent
overdraft fee. The former fee was being
imposed on customers who went into over-
draft - even for one day a month - and had
established no such facilities with the bank.

Mr D’Aguilar had alleged that the 2 per
cent ‘excess penalty fee’ amounted to an
effective annual rate of 730 per cent per
year if funds were borrowed for one day. 

FREEPORT TAX BREAK
END ‘NONSENSICAL’

* Chamber chief warns end to real property
tax exemption could depress real estate 
values by ‘glut’ flooding market

* Expresses fears of double taxation;
Port/Gov’t conflict

SEE page 4B

‘ELEMENT OF TRUTH’ TO BANK FEE CLAIMS
* Clearing Banks head says natural for all 

businesses to compensate for earnings declines
* Denies sector operates as cartel, saying: 

‘There’s lots of competition’

SEE page two

FAIR EYED FOR
PORT CHAIRMAN
Board meeting set for today

SEE page 5BBAHAMAS Financial Services
Board chairman Ian Fair

URCA ‘DON’T SCARE ME’
* Licensee targeted for $3,000 debt says can’t 

be justified, as based on licensing piece of 
equipment

* Fears double tax, as paying $1,800 annually to
Port Authority

SEE page 5B

114 STAFF SEE PORT SUIT THROWN OUT
* Ruling has key implications for all Bahamian

employees, as a company’s ‘work week’ not
always the same as Act’s ‘seven day period’

* Judge confirms 48 hours of rest do not have
to be ‘two days off’

SEE page 4B

 



By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.ne
t

SANDALS Royal
Bahamian resort wil l
reopen today following
hurricane repairs, but the
Manor building will remain
closed for refurbishment
over the next few months,
a spokesman told Tribune
Business yesterday.

"We are definitely on
schedule for reopening.
Because of the opening
most of the staff are com-
ing back. There is a per-
centage who want to stay
in Exuma a bit longer, and
they have been given that
option, but the majority of
the staff wanted to come
back immediately and are
back for the opening,” Yas-
mina Cherquaoui said. 

She added: "The Manor
building, which is the orig-
inal building, is still under
refurbishment. Over the
next few months we are
going to be  refurbishing
the rooms. 

Opening
“They'll be getting new

bathrooms, and we are
doing some other work to
the rooms. We are open-
ing the property, but it 
is opening with the 
Windsor and the Royal
Village.” 

The Sandals spokesper-
son told Tribune Business
that occupancy for the oth-
er two buildings on the
Nassau property would be
high. 

“We have a large group
coming in witin the next
couple of days,” she added.

“We are going to be pretty
much full, or near to capac-
ity, with the rooms that we
have open. 

“Because our occupancy
is softer for the next couple
months it has enabled us
to close those rooms and
refurbish them. 

“The other two buildings
would be full." 

The Manor building, she
said, represents about 30
per cent of the property’s
room offering.

Sandals Royal Bahami-
an resort closed its doors
for four weeks to "address
structural and other dam-
age" sustained from Hur-
ricane Irene. 

Persons who were
booked to stay at the hotel
were moved to its sister
property, Sandals Emerald
Bay in Exuma, along with
some staff from the Nas-
sau resort.
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SANDALS REOPENS BUT 30% 
OF ROOMS REMAIN CLOSED

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

In an e-mailed reply to Tribune Business’s inquiries,
Marie Rodland-Allen, CIBC FirstCaribbean International
Bank (Bahamas) managing director, declined to comment
on the grounds that the situation involved a specific cus-
tomer. The bank, she added, did not discuss individual
client matters.

While not commenting on the specifics of Mr
D’Aguilar’s case, since he was Commonwealth Bank’s
managing director, Mr Jennings said commercial banks
were “required to give notice to customers when there’s a
change in fees”.

He pointed out that Bahamian banks generated fee rev-
enues from both their loan and deposit products, but there
was no “cross-subsidisation” between the two, meaning
that loan customer fees did not subsidise deposit customer
fees and vice versa.

Noting that fees would likely be incurred whenever
human involvement in the increasingly automated banking
process was required, Mr Jennings said the Bahamian
commercial banking industry was “not as advanced or
aggressive” as its US counterparts when it came to extract-
ing fees.

“There’s still a fair amount of services we provide that
are not being charged for,” Mr Jennings told Tribune
Business. 

“In a recession, when loans are dragging your income
down, a bank has to do what it can to improve the bottom
line, whether that’s cutting costs or finding new revenue
streams.

“It’s part of the strategy of any company - trying to raise
revenue and cut costs to stay in business. In this time,
everyone is finding it difficult, whether it’s an individual
consumer or large institution.”

Costs
The Clearing Banks Association (CBA) head added

that increased regulatory costs, coupled with the sector
taking on increasing functions, had compounded the issue.

“Over the last few years there’s been increasing regula-
tion of the banking industry, which is good for the con-
sumer but does increase costs,” Mr Jennings said.

Taking the delegation of foreign exchange control
administration to the commercial banking industry as an
example, he added that this had “transferred some of the
overhead costs” associated with this function from the
Central Bank of the Bahamas to the industry.

“Everyone’s costs are going up, and we have to try to
compensate,” Mr Jennings explained.

As for Mr D’Aguilar’s ‘cartel’ claims against the
Bahamian commercial banking industry, Mr Jennings said
this again boiled down to a question of individual percep-
tion, and how the term was defined.

Pointing out that the Bahamas was a relatively small
market due to its population size, with many sectors domi-
nated by a small group of between two-six major players,
Mr Jennings told Tribune Business: “I guess it depends on
how and what you define as a cartel. The Bahamas is a
very small environment.

“Overall, we’re regulated by the Central Bank. There’s
competition between the banks, and you have half-a-
dozen banks.”

He compared the Bahamian commercial banking indus-
try to this nation’s petroleum industry, which had just
three wholesale players in the form of Esso, Texaco and
Shell, and the bakery sector that contained a similar num-
ber of participants.

Turning to the newspaper industry, Mr Jennings sug-
gested there were “two-and-a-half newspapers” in the
Bahamas. And he also asked whether Mr D’Aguilar
would describe the Bahamian laundromat industry as a
cartel, although “that’s not to be critical of him”.

He added: “It’s the perception, and maybe that’s the
truth - the perception of it.

“We tend to look at it as more the individual against the
banks, but there’s a lot of competition between the banks
that’s not really seen. 

“You may not always feel it. If you’re looking at trying
to get a loan, there’s lots of competition between the
banks on interest rates and things.”

The Clearing Banks Association’s head said that apart
from Central Bank oversight, consumers would also be
reassured if Parliament passed the “consumer legislation
we keep talking about”.

‘ELEMENT OF TRUTH’
TO BANK FEE CLAIMS

FROM page one
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The National Insurance Board
of  the Commonwealth of  The Bahamas

Notice to Pensioners
The National Insurance Board wishes to advise certain of its pensioners that recent
developments at the Post Office Bank and the Royal Bank  of Canada (RBC) will impact
the payment of their monthly pensions.  Specifically, the closure  of RBC’s Bay & Victoria
Branch means that payments that were earmarked for this Branch cannot be deposited.
Similarly, the Post Office Bank has advised that it can no longer accept pension payments
for its customers.

Consequently, pensioners whose monthly benefits and assistance payments were direct
deposited into accounts at the Post Office Bank, and RBC’s Bay & Victoria Branch are
asked to visit the National Insurance Board’s Pension Department to make arrangements
for payments to be deposited elsewhere.

Affected pensioners are urged to act now to avoid the suspension of their October payments.
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INVESTOR HIT FROM
JUDICIAL CRITICISM

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE Bahamas Bar Association’s pres-
ident, Ruth Bowe-Darville, while call-
ing National Security Minister Tommy
Turnquest’s attack on the judiciary
“unfortunate”, told Tribune Business
yesterday that the affair could also deter
foreign investment in the Bahamas.

Expressing concern that the wrong
message may have been sent to potential
and current investors through question-
ing the competency and fairness of the
Bahamian judiciary, Mrs Bowe-Darville
said: “It is unfortunate because he has
attacked a particular segment in this
community which serves to protect the
public.

“What he has done is lowered the
esteem of the  judiciary in the eyes of the
public,  so confidence is not there,
whether locally or internationally. 

“Since we have been trying to build
ourselves as a relatively safe, competitive
financial centre, I don’t know how much
of an impact his statements will really
have on international litigants coming

to our courts to resolve their disputes,
but I do know there probably will be
many inquiries into the availability of
the judges, their competency, and also
the big question is their fairness in deter-
mining the matters before them.”

Mr Turnquest last week attacked the
judiciary for its willingness to grant bail
to repeat violent offenders, which he
said has contributed "greatly" to the
country's escalating crime problem. 

He said that while he has no wish to
encroach on the independence of the
judicial system, in his opinion some
judges have been far too "liberal" when
it comes to granting bail to career crim-
inals and those accused of serious offens-
es - and he believes the police and the
public agree with him. 

Mrs Bowe-Darville told Tribune Busi-
ness: “The minister’s comments were
unfortunate, and it came at a very criti-
cal time when we are trying to build our
judiciary and efforts are being put in to
broadening the scope of the bench, so we
can have sufficient judges to deal with
criminal and civil matters which the
international public may have an interest
in.”

By DENISE MAYCOCK 
Tribune Freeport Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedi.net 

FREEPORT - RESIDENTS
have demanded that the Grand
Bahama Power Company show
how it calculates its fuel sur-
charge, after it was proven that
this electricity bill component
was now 80 per cent higher than
at the $140 per barrel oil price
peak in mid-2008.

A lot of anger and hostility
were directed at the company’s
executives during a town meet-
ing at the Foster B Pestaina
Hall on Monday evening. The
meeting ended at 8.30pm, and
Grand Bahama Power Compa-
ny officials left without provid-
ing answers to many of the
questions posed. 

Tempers ran high as persons
voiced their frustration over
high electricity bills and exor-
bitant fuel surcharge costs. 

Bombarded by questions and
complaints, Grand Bahama
Power Company chief execu-
tive, Sarah MacDonald. did not
have a chance to respond.
Accompanying her were Tony
Lopez, chief financial officer,
and Katherine Demeritte, direc-
tor of customer service. 

Some FNM MPs and Sena-
tors were also present at the
town meeting. 

Many customers complained
of experiencing significant
increases, with power bills
amounting to $1,000 and, in
some cases, $2,100 over a one-
month period. 

They called for transparency
over the calculation of the fuel
surcharge, which is often higher

than the actual electricity usage. 
Ms MacDonald maintains

that the company makes no
profit from the fuel surcharge,
which is set every month based
on the fuel cost and plant effi-
ciency. 

She previously noted that the
hike in world energy prices has
resulted in increased fuel sur-
charges for customers. 

However, at Monday’s town
meeting, a woman  presented
figures for the company’s fuel
surcharge costs in 2008 and
2011. 

In July 2008, the cost of oil
was at $140 per barrel and the
fuel surcharge was $13.35.
When compared to July 2011,
Grand Bahama Power Compa-
ny’s fuel surcharge was much
higher at $24.06, while the cost
of oil was lower at $96 per bar-
rel. 

The woman demanded an
explanation for the inconsisten-
cy. “I want to know what for-
mula the company is using to
calculate the fuel surcharge
cost?” she asked. 

Residents also wanted to
know why the company was
using No 2 diesel fuel, which is
more expensive than diesel
No.6 or Bunker C fuel. 

“We should not have to pay
for that or the inefficiency of
company equipment,” a resi-
dent said. Customers were also
concerned about the estimation
of bills, which executives said
was an international industry
standard practice. 

Attorney Osman Johnson
disagreed. He said the estima-
tion of power bills contradicts
international industry standards,

which dictate that companies
make exact calculations of both
meter reading and bill rates. 

“I have direct experience
from the UK, where customers
are given the option of having
their bills estimated,” he said.

Mr Johnson claimed that the
Grand Bahama Power Compa-
ny has caused reduced living
standards on the island. 

He alleged that investors and
international businesses have
been deterred from doing busi-
ness on Grand Bahama because
of the high electricity cost. Ms
MacDonald said residents with
queries about their bills will be
dealt with on an individual
basis. 

While attempting to respond
to questions, MacDonald was
interrupted by community
activist Troy Garvey, who
demanded that she reduce the
cost of electricity for customers.
As Mr Garvey moved closer,
shouting at executives, police
officers moved in to bring
order. 

Ms MacDonald and members
of the executive team were
escorted from the building by
security and police officers. 

The Grand Bahama Port
Authority is undertaking an
independent audit of the Grand
Bahama Power Company’s
billing system. 

The Port Authority, which
acts as the municipal authority
for Freeport, said an investiga-
tion will be conducted into the
company’s meter reading,
billing procedures and fuel
costs - and that the findings will
be made available to the pub-
lic.

Costs 80% higher than
at 2008 oil price peak

POWER FIRM BLASTED OVER FUEL SURCHARGE

GRAND BAHAMA
POWER COMPANY
chief executive,
Sarah MacDonald

 



ensure that there is no period
when an employee is required
to work for seven consecutive
days without then requisite
mandatory 48 hours of rest”.

Yet the Freeport Container
Port’s attorneys argued that
the ‘seven day period’ was
“simply the calendar week”,
and that just one consecutive
24-hour period of rest was
mandated by the Employ-
ment Act.

Referring to those argu-
ments, advanced by Robert
Adams, attorney and partner
at Graham Thompson & Co,
Justice Gray-Evans said:
“While I agree with Mr
Adams that there has to be a
start and a stop for every sev-
en-day period, I am not per-
suaded that those seven-day
periods must necessarily
coincide with a calendar
week or the defendant’s
[Freeport Container Port]
work week.

“It occurs to me that,
applying Mr Adams’ con-
struction, there is nothing to
prevent an employer from

scheduling an employee to
work 11 or 12 ‘consecutive’
days in a 14-day period, pro-
vided he allows the employee
to have a day off in each cal-
endar week - say, one at the
beginning of the first week
and the other at the end of
the second week.

“I do not believe that is the
result intended by the legis-
lators. It also occurs to me
that Parliament could easily
have said ‘in every calendar
week’ or ‘in every work
week’, rather than in ‘every
seven day period if it was
intended that the seven-day
periods could only relate to
the calendar week or an
employer’s work week.”

Given that the Employ-
ment Act “does not specify
when the seven-day period
should begin, the onus is on
the employer to ensure that
there is no period in which
the employee is scheduled to
work seven consecutive days
without the mandatory 48
hours of rest”.

Accordingly, Justice Gray-
Evans found that the ‘every
seven-day period’, in relation
to the ‘four gang shift pat-
tern’, meant the first day
when each gang was sched-
uled to begin its shift.

However, she backed Mr
Adams in that, while the
Employment Act mandated
every employee was sup-
posed to get one day off or 24
consecutive hours of rest,
“there is no requirement for
an employee to be allowed
two consecutive periods of
24 hours or ‘two days’ unless
they were tipped workers in
an industry such as tourism.

Turning to the Freeport
Container Port case, Justice
Gray-Evans noted that there
was no ‘off day’ among the
seven consecutive days each
gang had been rostered to
work. It therefore appeared
that the staff did not get one
day off as mandated by the
Act.

But a “closer examination”
of the work roster showed

there were two 24-hour peri-
ods of rest within the seven-
day shift pattern for each
gang. These were achieved
when one gang finished its
day shift at 4pm, and then
did not have to report to
work until 4pm the next day.
It was the same for complet-
ing a midnight shift, as work-
ers in that gang did not have
to report until midnight the
following day.

“It appears that whether
applying the meaning of
‘every seven day period’ con-
tended by the plaintiffs or
that contended by the defen-
dant, workers affected by the
four gang shift pattern
utilised by the defendant dur-
ing the relevant period were
afforded the requisite
mandatory 48 hours of rest
in every seven-day period,”
Justice Gray-Evans said.

“I therefore find that the
four gang shift pattern does
not contravene the Act and is
not illegal. Consequently, I
am unable to find that the
defendant has breached the
contracts of employment of
the plaintiffs by requiring
them to work eight hours per
day for seven consecutive
days without the requisite
hours of rest.”

Alonzo Lopez represent-
ed the staff, Mr Adams and
Dwayne Fernander the
Freeport Container Port.
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land would encourage people to
instead develop their holdings.

However, the Chamber presi-
dent countered: “You hear a cry
from the Exumas, the second
home owners, about the real
property tax being charged there,
and that they’re trying to get out.
You hear the cry from the Aba-
cos, the second homeowners
there, about the real property tax
they’re being charged and wanti-
ng out.

“Why do you think, charging
real property tax in Grand
Bahama, there’ll be this boom?’”

Mr Turnquest said he “pre-
sumed” the letter writer was
largely targeting the Grand
Bahama Development Company
(Devco), the 50/50 joint venture
between Grand Bahama Port
Authority (GBPA) affiliate, Port
Group Ltd, and Hutchison
Whampoa.

Devco has in the past been
accused of ‘land banking’ and sit-
ting on its holdings, rather than
freeing them up for development.

But Mr Turnquest said: “All of
a sudden, if Devco’s subject to
the carrying costs for the land
they hold, we may get benefits
from the transfer over of land,
but what’s it going to do to prop-
erty values? 

“That needs a l ittle more
thought. The effect a glut of prop-

erty on the market will have on
our real estate industry overall
has to be considered.”

Charges
Continuing in this vein, Mr

Turnquest told Tribune Business:
“What about double taxation?
The Port’s affiliate charges every
property owner a service charge
to maintain the roads, verges and
rest of it. That’s the same thing
real property tax is supposed to
fund.

“Are we saying take this power
away from the Port Authority
and vest the Government with
this authority? We know the great
job they do in maintaining the
environment in the Family
Islands to date. It needs a lot of
thought.

“The person that wrote the let-
ter has the impression that forcing

land sales is the answer to the
lack of progress and develop-
ment, but I don’t think that’s the
reason at all. There are much
larger issues than that - the glob-
al economic situation and all
kinds of other issues.”

Mr Turnquest further told Tri-
bune Business: “I don’t think the
Port Authority, Hutchison and
Devco are holding land just for
the sake of holding it.

“I don’t know what their goals
and objectives are, but we have to
assume they’re interested in see-
ing the development of Grand
Bahama, and a rise in the value of
their properties, too, as much as
this will increase licensing and
property fees to them.

The letter sent to Mr Turn-
quest, which outlines arguments
advanced to Tribune Business
previously by several leading
attorneys, says property values in
Freeport have “remained dor-

mant at best for more than the
past 20 years”, while areas such as
Abaco and its cays, Harbour
Island, Paradise Island, Cable
Beach, Lyford Cay and Exuma
have all seen theirs increase -
despite having to pay real prop-
erty taxes annually.

Letter
The letter argues that the

absence of real property taxes in
Freeport has encouraged non-
Bahamians to ‘sit on’, rather then
develop, the land they have
acquired.

“There is a school of thought
that says one of the reasons prop-
erty in Freeport has not enjoyed
any boom, or even been invigo-
rated in these past years,  is
because there is no real property
tax imposed,” the letter said.

“If there is no carrying cost for

property-owning non-Bahamians
in the Port area, there is no
urgent need to develop and/or
place property on the market at
reasonable prices.

“Accordingly, it is maintained
that real property tax imposition
would be beneficial to cause
movement and development by
non-Bahamian owners. It would
indeed benefit non-Bahamian and
Bahamian property owners alike.
A foreign owner will not ‘sit on’
property that has a carrying cost
of $2,000-$10,000 per annum. At
present there is no carrying cost
except for a small service charge.”

The letter concluded: “The
irony of the matter is that the
imposition of real property tax
will invigorate the real estate
market in Freeport.”

But Mr Turnquest previously
backed those urging the Govern-
ment to renew Freeport's Busi-
ness Licence and real property
tax exemptions until 2054, argu-
ing that to do otherwise would
"shackle" the city's economy and
deter potential investors.

In an earlier interview with Tri-
bune Business, he said it was
"unfair" to leave the issue of
whether to extend both exemp-
tions, which are currently set to
expire in 2015, hanging until after
the forthcoming general election
given that the difficult global eco-
nomic environment already made
attracting investment difficult.

FREEPORT TAX BREAK
END ‘NONSENSICAL’

FROM page one

114 STAFF SEE PORT
SUIT THROWN OUT

FROM page one

 



BERLIN
Associated Press

STOCK MARKETS
soared around the world
Tuesday amid hopes that
Europe is finally finding a way
out of its debt crisis. Greece
passed an unpopular property
tax and German Chancellor
Angela Merkel pledged to
offer the struggling country
"all necessary assistance."

It's unclear whether that
will be enough to satisfy
investors for long. Stocks
improved following last
week's turmoil as speculation
grew that Greece's bailout
creditors will look to impose
bigger losses on Greece's pri-
vate bondholders as well as
recapitalize Europe's banks
and expand the eurozone's
rescue fund. So far, there's
been no confirmation from
Europe's capitals that such a
comprehensive solution is
being planned.

Financial markets closely
watched a meeting between
Merkel and Greek Prime
Minister George Papandreou,
but neither announced any
new measures ahead of their
private dinner at Berlin's
chancellery on Tuesday
evening.

"Through the euro, we are
closely bound together, and
the weakness of one affects
us all," Merkel said at a news
conference.

Germany, Europe's biggest
economy, is seen as a key
player in resolving the 17-
nation eurozone's debt crisis,
but Merkel's government has
repeatedly been accused over
the past 18 months of being a
reluctant leader of the rescue
efforts. Speaking earlier Tues-
day alongside her economy
minister, Philip Roesler,
Merkel reiterated her convic-
tion that there is no quick
solution, saying the crisis must
be dealt with "step by step."

Greece must receive an
euro8 billion ($11 billion) res-
cue loan before mid-October
to stave off bankruptcy, a col-
lapse that would send shock
waves through markets
around the world. But credi-
tors have demanded more
efforts to raise revenue.

In response, Greek law-
makers approved a contro-
versial new property tax Tues-
day evening, passing it 154-
143 in the 300-member par-
liament. The levy, in addition
to public-sector reforms
announced earlier, is expected
to make up for lagging rev-
enues this year by providing
more than euro2 billion ($2.76
billion), or about 1 percent of
Greece's annual gross domes-
tic product.

Greek Finance Minister
Evangelos Venizelos said his
country will get the money.
"The disbursement will be
decided in time, in line with
the course of our funding
needs," he said.

Greeks have been outraged
by tax and other austerity
measures, and unions have
responded with strikes and
protests. Even as Venizelos
spoke, protesting ministry
employees and tax office
workers chanted outside his
department in Athens.

Venizelos said Greece had
made great efforts to achieve
its fiscal targets, but that a
"hyper-effort" is necessary to
fully meet its commitments.

Venizelos said representa-

tives from the International
Monetary Fund, the Euro-
pean Commission and the
European Central Bank will
return to Athens this week.
The so-called troika suspend-
ed its review in early Septem-
ber amid talk of missed tar-
gets and budget shortfalls.

The current plan is to have
Greece implement painful
debt-reduction measures in
exchange for rescue loans.
Greece relies on funds from
last year's euro110 billion
($149 billion) package, and
European leaders also have
agreed on a second euro109
billion bailout, although some
details of that remain to be
worked out.

"We want a strong Greece
within the eurozone, and Ger-
many is prepared to offer all
necessary assistance," Merkel
said in Berlin.

Papandreou, in return,
pledged to implement the
reforms demanded by
Greece's international credi-
tors. Speaking through a
translator, he said this is a
time "of great sacrifices for
the Greek people. Therefore
it is of great importance to
receive signals of support
from our European partners."

Ahead of the meeting
between the two leaders,
Merkel's government down-
played speculation of bold
new moves to tackle Europe's
sprawling sovereign debt cri-
sis.

German Finance Minister

Wolfgang Schaeuble ruled out
increasing the eurozone's new
euro440 billion ($595 billion)
rescue fund, calling it "a silly
idea" that could ultimately
endanger the AAA ratings of
the main creditor countries
such as Germany and the
Netherlands.

Greece's new property tax
will range from euro4.00 to
euro20.00 ($5.50-$27.50) for
every square meter (10.7
square feet). It will be charged
through electricity bills to
make it easier for the state to
collect, instead of going
through Greece's unwieldy
and inefficient tax system.
Those who refuse to pay will
risk having their power cut
off.

The extra charge has deeply
angered Greeks, who have
already been through more
than a year of sharp austerity
measures, including salary
and pension cuts and higher
taxes.

State electricity company
unionists have threatened not
to collect the tax. Public trans-
port workers walked off the
job Tuesday for two days, and
were to be joined by taxi dri-
vers on Wednesday. Tax
office and customs workers
also were on strike.

Police briefly scuffled with
protesters outside parliament
shortly after Tuesday's vote
there and used pepper spray
to disperse one group of
youths.
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NOTICE is hereby given that RENIQUE ZERA LYNES, P.O. 
BOX E-46076, SEAGRAPE, EIGHT MILE ROCK, GRAND 
BAHAMA, BAHAMAS is applying to the Minister responsible 
for Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization as 
a citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who knows any 
reason why registration/ naturalization should not be granted, 
should send a written and signed statement of the facts within 
twenty-eight days from the 21st day of SEPTEMBER, 2011 
to the Minister responsible for Nationality and Citizenship, 
P.O.Box N-7147, Freeport, Bahamas.
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MERKEL: GERMANY WANTS
'STRONG GREECE' IN EUROZONE 

GERMAN CHANCELLOR Angela Merkel. (AP)

       



NEW YORK
Associated Press

CONSUMERS' confi-
dence remained weak in
September after dropping to
a post-recession low during
the month before. That's left
economists to wonder just
what it'll take to get Ameri-
cans feeling good about the
economy again.

A survey of consumer
confidence shows that
Americans who were wor-
ried in August because of a
downgrade of U.S. long-
term debt, wild stock mar-
kets swings and other con-
cerns, continue to be
spooked. Economists say the
problem is that not much
has changed to make con-
sumers feel financially
secure. The stock market is
still volatile. Worries about
the global economy persist.
And perhaps worst of all for
confidence, U.S. jobs are still
scarce.

"We are well below where
we should be, and that's
because the unemployment

situation is so bad," said
Paul Dales, senior U.S.
economist at Capital Eco-
nomics. "You have to have a
huge fall in the unemploy-
ment rate."

Reading
The Conference Board, a

private research group, said
Tuesday that its Consumer
Confidence Index was at
45.4 in September. The
number is slightly above the
revised reading in August of
45.2, which was the lowest
since April 2009. A reading
of above 90 indicates the
economy is on solid footing.

"The pessimism that
shrouded consumers last
month has spilled over into
September," said Lynn
Franco, director of The
Conference Board Con-
sumer Research Center in a
statement.

Economists, which watch
the index closely because
consumer spending accounts
for about 70 percent of U.S.

economic activity, say it will
take at least a year for con-
sumers' confidence to
improve. The problem, they
say, is that consumers still
feel like they're in a reces-
sion.

It's not hard to see why
consumers are freaked out
about the U.S. economy.
Net job creation came to a
halt in August in the U.S.
The unemployment rate was
flat at 9.1 percent. Home
prices remain weak. And
consumers are facing higher
prices for everything from
food to clothing as retailers
try to offset their rising costs
for labor and materials.

Consumers also don't feel
good about their prospects.
Those claiming jobs are
"hard to get" increased to
50.0 percent, from 48.5 per-
cent in The Conference
Board's survey. And the
proportion of consumers
anticipating an increase in
their income declined to 13.3
percent from 14.3 percent.

Franco, with The Confer-
ence Board, said that "does

not bode well for spending."
Economists say sustained

job growth — monthly job
gains of at least 200,000 —
will be the most critical com-
ponent in raising consumers'
confidence. A rallying stock
market, rising home values
and lower prices for gaso-
line, food and other things
would also help lift shop-
pers' moods.

Challenges
Some economic chal-

lenges are already starting
to ease. For instance, gas
prices, while higher than last
year, are starting to come
down.

Shoppers will also see
prices on clothing and home
furnishings start to come
down by next spring, says
Scott Wren, equity strategist
for Wachovia Securities.
Stores had raised prices on
average of about 10 percent
as they tried to offset higher
costs for labor and raw
materials like cotton, but

those cost pressures have
started to dissipate in recent
months.

"That will help confidence
a little," Wren said.

Although the stock mar-
kets are still volatile, they
are calming some. Since the
first week of August, the
Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age has closed up or down
more than 200 points a total
of 16 times. 

The Dow remains down
12.8 percent from its recent
peak on July 21, and down
2.3 percent for the year.

A sustainable rebound in
the stock market should
send confidence back to a
reading of anywhere from
60 to 75, said Dales, with
Capital Economics.

But two other compo-
nents that affect sentiment
— housing and the job mar-

ket — aren't budging much.
According to a widely
watched Standard &
Poor's/Case-Shiller index
released on Tuesday, home
prices rose for a fourth
straight month in most
major U.S. cities in July. But
prices are expected to
decline in the coming
months after the buying sea-
son. .

Jobs
And economists will

closely monitor the Septem-
ber jobs figures when they
are to be released on Oct.
7.

But unemployment rate is
expected to remain
unchanged at 9.1 percent
with employers adding
75,000 jobs.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.19 1.19 0.00 0.155 0.080 7.7 6.72%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 -0.642 0.080 -16.6 0.75%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.93 6.93 0.00 0.230 0.100 30.1 1.44%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.048 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.55 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.030 0.090 90.0 3.33%
1.96 1.77 Fidelity Bank 1.77 1.77 0.00 0.097 0.040 18.2 2.26%
11.10 8.29 Cable Bahamas 8.47 8.47 0.00 10,000 0.245 0.310 34.6 3.66%
2.80 2.33 Colina Holdings 2.33 2.33 0.00 0.438 0.040 5.3 1.72%
8.50 8.33 Commonwealth Brewery 8.50 8.50 0.00 10,888 0.740 0.000 11.5 0.00%
7.00 6.21 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.44 6.44 0.00 10,000 0.496 0.260 13.0 4.04%
2.00 1.63 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.62 1.65 0.03 5,000 0.111 0.045 14.9 2.73%
1.77 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.37 1.37 0.00 5,000 0.074 0.110 18.5 8.03%
5.50 4.75 Famguard 5.43 5.43 0.00 0.498 0.240 10.9 4.42%
8.40 5.35 Finco 5.39 5.39 0.00 10,000 0.757 0.000 7.1 0.00%
9.45 7.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.21 8.21 0.00 10,000 0.494 0.350 16.6 4.26%
6.00 5.00 Focol (S) 5.33 5.33 0.00 10,000 0.435 0.220 12.3 4.13%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.58 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 -0.122 0.240 -59.8 3.29%
10.80 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.880 0.640 11.2 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

TUESDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,363.78 | CHG 0.03 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -135.73 | YTD % -9.05

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320
FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5779 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.577926 3.39% 5.87% 1.548717
3.0248 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0248 2.63% 3.94% 2.981382
1.6128 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.6151 2.61% 4.53% 1.591803
2.8686 2.5398 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.5730 -5.41% -9.79%
13.8001 13.2291 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.7347 2.82% 1.94%
114.1289 99.4177 CFAL Global Bond Fund 114.0922 2.35% 13.88% 114.128861
118.4255 101.6693 CFAL Global Equity Fund 118.4255 2.30% 8.26% 116.580785
1.1749 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1835 3.32% 4.99%
1.1343 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1420 2.10% 4.31%
1.1764 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1854 3.16% 5.14%

9.9952
9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9433 0.98% 4.58%
11.4985 10.5308 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 10.9652 0.78% 5.70%
10.6813 9.4372 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.6013 5.75% 13.20%
8.8564 7.8830 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.6507 3.01% 18.38%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price
 52wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity
 52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity
 Previous Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price
 Today's Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week
 Change - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths
 Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value
 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful
 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100
(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007
(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

NAV Date

31-May-11

31-Aug-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds

30-Jun-11

31-Aug-11

NAV 6MTH
1.535365
2.952663
1.580804

111.469744
115.762221

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Jul-11

30-Jun-11

31-Jul-11
5-Aug-11
30-Jun-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Aug-11

31-Jul-11

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Jul-11

31-Jul-11
31-Jul-11

NOTICE
IN THE ESTATE OF NEVILLE MINUS late of 
Caravel Beach in the City of Freeport in the 
Island of Grand Bahama one of the Islands 
of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, 
deceased.

NOTICE is hereby given that all persons 
having any claim or demand against the 
above Estate are required to send the same 
GXO\�FHUWLÀHG�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WR�WKH�8QGHUVLJQHG�RQ�
or before the 31st day of October, A.D. 2011, 
after which date the Co-Executors will proceed 
to distribute the assets having regard only to 
the claims to which they shall then have had 
notice.

AND NOTICE is hereby given that all persons 
indebted to the said Estate are requested to 
make full settlement on or before the date 
hereinbefore mentioned.

MERIDIAN LAW CHAMBERS
Attorneys for the Co-Executors

Chambers,
P.O. Box N-168,

East Bay Shopping Center,
East Bay Street,

Nassau, Bahamas.

CONSUMERS'
CONFIDENCE

REMAINS WEAK
IN SEPTEMBER A SHOPPER reading a product label at Costco Wholesale in Mountain View, Calif. Consumers' confidence in the

economy remained weak in September after dropping to a post-recession low during the month before as
Americans continue to worry about high unemployment and low wages. (AP)

BENTONVILLE, Arkansas
Associated Press

WAL-MART STORES INC. announced Tuesday that one of
its key executives, Eduardo Castro-Wright, will retire in 2012.

The world's biggest retailer said that Wright, 56, will retire
from his role as vice chairman and CEO of its global ecommerce
and global sourcing business on July 1. Wal-Mart aims to name a
replacement by the end of January and have Castro-Wright assist
in the transition.

Castro-Wright joined Wal-Mart in 2001 and worked as the
head of its business in Mexico before becoming president and CEO
of its U.S. operations in 2005.

In June 2010, Wal-Mart appointed Bill Simon, who had been
chief operating officer, to take over its U.S. operations, shifting Cas-
tro-Wright to lead the retailer's global ecommerce and sourcing
business. Wal-Mart said at the time that the move allowed Castro-
Wright to relocate to California to be with his family, including his
wife who was recovering from a heart transplant. It also helped
Wal-Mart increase its emphasis on building its international online
business.

The executive moves occurred amid a slump at Wal-Mart's
U.S. business as it grappled with tough economic times and mis-
takes it made in pricing and merchandising. Wal-Mart's U.S.
business has had nine consecutive quarters of declines for a key
revenue measure, the longest stretch in its history.

The company has been re-introducing merchandise it cut dur-
ing an overzealous bid to reduce clutter in its stores and has
returned to offering "everyday low prices" at its stores. In August,
it told investors it expects to reverse the declines by the fourth
quarter.

Wal-Mart has focused more on its international business from
growth as sales in the U.S. have softened. The company's overseas
business, which includes China, Brazil, Japan, Mexico and other
countries, made up approximately 26 percent of the company's rev-
enue in fiscal 2011. Wal-Mart, based in Bentonville, Arkansas, has
more than 9,700 stores under its various banners in 28 countries.

"(Castro-Wright) has been a strong advocate for our customers
and in every assignment has brought passion and commitment to
the job. He has also built talented teams wherever he has led," the
company's CEO Mike Duke said in a statement.

Under Castro-Wright's leadership, Wal-Mart has notably
expanded its online business overseas.

Wal-Mart bought a minority stake in online company Yihaodian
in China in May. It has added online shopping for home delivery
in a number of countries as well. The company says expanding this
business has been crucial to Wal-Mart because it provides people
outside the biggest cities the same opportunities that Wal-Mart
stores did 50 years ago when the company first brought products
to rural areas of the U.S.

Castro-Wright also has worked to help Wal-Mart to develop
shopping opportunities for mobile devices and tapping into social
networks. Under his stewardship, Wal-Mart bought social media
company Kosmix in April to help strengthen its social and mobile
commerce.

Shares of Wal-Mart rose 42 cents to $52.25 in late afternoon
trading.

WAL-MART STORES SAYS
KEY EXEC RETIRING

            



LOCAL RELIEF CONCERTS HELP
BRING HOPE AFTER THE STORM

PETER RUNKS BARES HIS
SOUL IN HIS LATEST ALBUM

THE STREET BEATS GROUP
COMES TO GRAND BAHAMA
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By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer 

THE BAR to make people
laugh uncontrollably has
been set very high for the

actors and creators of the “Stop
Likin’ Man” internet video
series.

Collage Entertainment released
“Stop Likin’ Man 3” this month and it
pokes just as much fun at some of the
silly things Bahamian men in particular
d o .

For instance, one scene of the two
and a half minute long video pokes fun
at that fact that some Bahamians can-

not live without technology.
“We don’t communicate any-

more and that scene

demonstrates that.
We are in such an age where the only
thing we want to do is send an e-mail,
send a text message, or a Blackberry
message. These things take the human
aspect out of communication and we
wanted to shed a little bit of light on
that,” said Tyrone Burrows, one of the
founders of Collage Entertainment.

There were some challenges getting
the video off the ground, like finding
current subject matter and turning it
into humorous entertainment. 

“Doing comedy is very difficult. It
took us a really long while to do this
third video. The second one was so
funny, and the bar was set high, so we
knew we had to come up with some-
thing very funny because there is a
high level of expectation we have to

meet. 
“The second video fea-

tured mostly social commen-
tary on fashion, and we
exhausted just about all our
fashion resources. It was real-
ly difficult and we just had to
finally sit down and just do it.
Sometimes life got in the way
of things but we are satisfied
with the outcome,” he said.

With the series, Mr Burrows
said the group wanted to shine
light on some of the silly things
that guys do.

Currently, Collage Enter-

tainment has a show that airs on ZNS
on Friday at 8pm. 

In addition to the “Stop Likin’ Man”
series, their website is loaded with oth-
er fun videos from the group.

“There is a lot in store for us in the
near future. We will continue to make
videos that appeal to Bahamians. We
like to keep things current and repre-
sent the Bahamian culture in a humor-
ous way because we love our country,”
Mr Burrows said.

The “Stop Likin’ Man” series began
as a short video to encourage persons
not to follow the crowd or bow to peer
pressure. It turned into a Bahamian
phenomenon with persons from all
walks of life

telling others to "stop likin’ man" and
having "tags on everything."

Some of the things featured in the
past videos are guys wearing their
pants tucked into their socks, buying
Oakley sunglasses to wear without the
lenses, staring people down just for fun
of it and guys dressing alike by wearing
the “colour of the day”. 

They also poked fun at guys who
refused to remove the labels from their
hats and clothing, prompting the
phrase "tags on everything."

The “Stop Likin’ Man” concept
came from youth pastor Corey DJ
Counsellor at Bahamas Faith Min-

istries who would always tell the
Youth Alive audience at the event not
to follow fashion or the crowd and to
be themselves.

The message took off and garnered
a cult following last year, prompting a
sequel and generating media attention
when a Government member in the
House of Assembly shouted "stop
likin’ man" to Opposition member
Glenys Hanna-Martin as she made a
contribution to a debate on culture.

Collage entertainment is made up of
25 local and international actors.

To view Stop Likin Man 3 log onto
c o l l a g e d e m . c o m .
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THE Street Beats Group, a
team of young performers
based in New York City,

has been invited by the Grand
Bahama Performing Arts Society
(GBPAS) to put on two work-
shops, one for dance and the
other for drumming.

Both workshops will be held this Sat-
urday at the Regency Theatre. 

That same day they will be the feature
act in “Street Beats” to help promote
and fund the society which assists youth
in the performing arts in Grand Bahama. 

“We are very excited about having
this group in town. Not only will they be
providing a wonderful show, along with
local dancers, but they will be giving of
their time to work with local students

and performers in the two master class
workshops. It's an opportunity locals
should take advantage of,” said Dalia
Feldman, president and founder of
GBPAS. 

Both workshops, for beginners or
advanced students, will take place simul-
taneously at 10am at the theatre. The
drumming will be with everyday objects,
and the dance will be based on hip hop,
break dance, tap and acrobatics.  Indi-
viduals wishing to participate in either of
the workshops are asked to call Gloria
McGlone of the GBPAS committee at
242-373-2887. 

“You don’t need to own a drum set to
participate in our drumming workshop,
as we use everyday items like plastic
buckets, household brooms, trash cans,
and even computer keyboards,” said

Zolo Ruiz of The Street Beats Group.
The Society is offering a special tick-

et/workshop combination discount to
attend both a workshop and the show on
the same day for $5 off the combined
price.  

“Street Beats” promises to be an
energetic and colourful finale to the
Grand Bahama Performing Arts Soci-
ety’s third season.

The GBPAS is a charitable organi-
sation that was launched in January of
2009 by volunteers who are passionate
about the performing arts. The objective
of this society is to provide its members
and the community of Grand Bahama
with a variety of international musical,
theatrical and dance performances
throughout the year. They also seek to
encourage and expose the Grand
Bahamian youth to the endless possi-
bilities of a career in the performing
arts field through the provision of schol-
arships to local music and dance schools,
as well as summer camps and colleges
abroad.

Drumming and dance workshops come to Grand
Bahama led by The Street Beats Group of NYC

By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer

SHAKESPEARE in Paradise Theatre
festival is back for a third year with more
talent, diversity and entertainment. 

This year, Julius Ceasar is the signature
piece of the festival.  

There are two international produc-
tions in the line-up this year. 

Sandra Riley's “Mariah Brown” tells
the story of an African-Bahamian woman
who was one of the pioneers of Coconut
Grove. 

“Bard To Go” by the Grand Valley
State University performing troupe will
feature a 50-minute introduction to the
works of Shakespeare. 

The signature Bahamian performance
is “Dis We Tings 2011” by Kayla
Edwards and Derek Burrows. This show
will take centre stage on opening night
this Friday. 

This musical production seeks to
acquaint a new generation of Bahami-
ans with their history and culture.

“ ‘Dis We Tings’ originated in 1989

and it reminds people of their Bahamians
roots,” said Philip Burrows, art director
of Shakespeare in Paradise.

“Pat Rahming alias Pat Rahming” is a
one-man production featuring a classic
mix of Pat Rahming poetry and music.

“This is the third season of Shake-
speare in Paradise and we try to have a
broad cross section of plays each year to
give variety to our audience,” said Mr
Burrows.

The festival is committed to exposing
Bahamians to a range of classical theatre
traditions from around the world, accord-
ing to festival organisers. Students serve
as a large target group for this educa-
tional objective.

Last year the festival had a “great
response” with some 3,000 students
including primary, secondary and college
level students attending. 

The travelling production “Bard To
Go” will be staged at St Andrews School,
Lyford Cay School, Aquinas College, and
CC Sweeting High School.

“Some school students are reading
books of certain plays in school, so it

gives them the opportunity to see it on
stage. For example, last year we did
‘Woman Take Two’ and it was great
because most of the students were study-
ing that book at the time,” Mr Burrows
t o l d Tribune Arts.

Executives of Shakespeare in Paradise
are urging schools to be much more
receptive to their students participating in
the annual festival.

“We always get participation from the
Catholic schools. We always have schools
like C R Walker, H O Nash and other pri-
vate schools. But when it comes to some
of the government schools it is difficult
getting them to participate in the show-
cases. Its like pulling teeth to get them to
take part. 

“The government schools need to give
their students as much exposure to the-
atrics and drama. We want to expose them
to this arena so they may become aspiring
actors, producers, writers. The whole per-
son needs to be exposed,” she said.

Shakespeare in Paradise runs from
October 3-8. For more information log
onto www.shakespearinparadise.org.

SHAKESPEARE IN PARADISE THEATRE
FESTIVAL IS BACK FOR A THIRD YEAR

G r a n d
B a h a m a

beatthe

comes to

THE Street Beats Group, a team of young performers based in New York City, has been invited by the Grand Bahama Performing Arts Society (GBPAS) to put on two workshops, one for dance and the
other for drumming.

September 29 - Thursday

A Night for Hope and Healing
• An evening to share poetry, songs, stories, visual art

and music, as an expression of solidarity with the ongoing
campaign to end sexual violence against women. The
Bahamas Crisis Centre will host the event at Doongalik
Studios/Jackson Burnside Ltd, Village Road, on Thurs-
day, September 29, from 7pm – 9 pm. Following the per-
formances there will be an open discussion between with
the artists and the audience.  

October  1 - Saturday

Bahamian Book Drive
• We all have unwanted books that are collecting dust

on our shelves. We need to get those books into the
hands of those who want and are in desperate need of
them. Bring your new or "gently-used" books appropri-
ate for children or young adults from grades K-12 to
Xavier's Lower School Grounds, West Bay Street on
October 1 from 1pm - 7pm. The fair will feature good
food and entertainment as well as booths that will display
the work of Bahamian authors and publishers. The book
drive is being organised by the Sandals Foundation.

October 8 - Saturday
Hurricane Relief Concert & Family Fun Day

• Make Em Listen presents "Getting Cat Island Back On
Track" - A Hurricane Relief Concert & Family Fun Day at
the Carnival site, Queen Elizabeth Sports Centre from
12noon until; featuring over 18 artists including Ronnie But-
ler, KB, Ancient man and Terez Hepburn. The show will be
hosted by Hope Shelly Anne and Sweet Island Gal. Music
will be provided by Bighouse Play L DJ. There will be
games, prizes and a kiddie corner.

October 20 - Thursday

Doctors Hospital Lecture: 
Breast Cancer

• Doctors Hospital's lecture series hosts a free talk on
breast cancer at the conference room, Doctors Hospital at
6pm. There will be free blood pressure, cholesterol and glu-
cose screenings between 5pm and 6pm. Refreshments will be
provided. To ensure seating, RSVP at 302-4713 or email
info@doctorshosp.com 

October 30 - Sunday

Miss Teen Plus Pageant
• Esteem Productions holds its Second Annual Miss Teen

Plus Bahamas Pageant under the theme “Ladies-in-waiting”
for girls aged 15-18. Entrants can win a scholarship and trav-
el opportunities. For more information call 393-2458 or
email mtpbahamas@gmail.com

T H I N G S2DO
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

THE Bahamian entertainment
industry is getting on board
with hurricane relief efforts by

organising a number concerts that
are all set to take place in the
upcoming weeks.

Just last month, Hurricane Irene made
landfall in the Bahamas, devastating a num-
ber of islands.

Immediately after, several benefit relief
concerts were organised. 

A few of them include “A Day of Fami-
ly and Cultural Entertainment” by the Red
Cross Society of the Bahamas, the “Get-
ting Cat Island Back On Track Hurricane
Relief Concert” and the “Together We
Stand Concert” at the Salem Baptist church.

The Red Cross fundraiser will be held
this coming Saturday at Arawak Cay.

ASSISTANCE
One of the coordinators of the event,

Joanne Pyfrom of DC Technology,
explained her reasons for getting involved in
the event: "We said that Nassau was spared
from the hurricane and there were people on
the Family Islands that needed help. In an
effort to provide some assistance to these
persons, DC Technology, along with a num-
ber of concerned corporate citizens have
partnered with GEMS Radio, The Pilot
Club of Nassau and other concerned
Bahamians who wish to provide some finan-
cial relief to those persons affected.

"We have partnered with The Bahamas
Red Cross, one of the major emergency
relief organisations in The Bahamas, and
they will be responsible for the collection
and distribution of all funds that have been
collected from this event."

Ms Pyfrom said the entire day will be
filled with family entertainment.

In addition to the live entertainment from
local Bahamian artists there will be face
painting, a bouncy castle, free give-aways,
raffles, and food and drinks.

"What we did was ask a number of artists
to perform for free. We have about 30 artists
who have agreed to perform,” she said.

“Getting Cat Island Back On Track” is
another hurricane relief concert that will be
taking place next month.

According to the promotion company,

the Vendetta Group, “Cat Island was one of
the many islands that took on most of the
brunt of the storm which resulted in
unprecedented levels of destruction.” 

This sparked the flame in veteran show
and artist promoter Patricia Chatti of Make
Em Listen, who is also a Cat Island native.
She began to organise an event that would
allow some relief for the people of Cat
I s l a n d . "

Ms Chatti said: "It all began when KB
and I had a conversation immediately after
the hurricane and he said to me, ‘Patricia if
you are thinking of doing something I’m on
board for two reasons, Cat Island has been
good to me and I love them, and I know
you will do it the right way’."

The concert is set to feature the best in
Bahamian entertainment such as Ronnie
Butler, KB, Ancient Man, Papa Smurf,
Julian, Sasha Dunn, Christian Massive
,Terez Hepburn, Novie Pierre, Veronica
Bishop, Nita, and Willis and the Illest
B a n d .

The entire day is intended be one of fun
for the entire family. There will be bouncey
castles, cartoon characters and an area set
aside for the kids. There will also be a fash-
ion show on the stage for the night to add to
the festivities along with card and domino
games with cash prizes. 

Organisers of the “Together We Stand”
event had hoped to collect canned food
and water for the relief effort, but they had
to cancel their concert last week due to
lack of promotion amongst the Baptist
community. Representatives from the
Kingdom Dub Group, who organised the
event, in conjunction with the Baptist
Union, said they were “disappointed”
about the cancellation.

DISAPPOINTMENT
In the past they had great success with

relief concerts collecting about three truck
loads after the catastrophic Haiti earth-
quake.

In an interview with DJ Counsellor, direc-
tor of the Kingdom Dub group, he said: "I
am disappointed because it is something
that should have happened weeks after the
storm.”

“We did one for Haiti two years ago with
Faith Temple School. We had about 400
people in attendance. We collected about
three trucks full for the Red Cross of
canned goods and water," he said.

Hope after the storm
BAHAMIAN artist Sasha

Dunn of the Vendetta
Group is offering free down-
loads of his new album
which is set to drop next
month. 

To show appreciation for
his supporters, the artist
announced that fans can
obtain pre-release copies of
“The Dunn Epoch”. 

The new album is said to
encapsulate the best of the
Bahamian underground hip
hop movement. It will fea-
ture other local artists like
Lady Millz; Mad Van;
Baigon; Young Magic; A R;
Crow; 1213; Dumbo, and
Tru Story. 

“This project can be
looked at as a direct evolu-
tion of Bahamian hip hop
with futuristic sounds and
rhythms. Most of them can
be attributed to a talented
young Bahamian producer
Chad Rolle, who construct-
ed most of the beats and
arrangements,” said Sasha.

“Overall the whole feel of
the project is a sonic trip
into the modern urban
Bahamian experience,” he
said.  

The album follows on the
heels of his most recent mix-
tape “The Epic of The Noto-
rious”.

LAST Thursday, Guinness
and non-Guinness drinkers alike
met in bars all over the Bahamas
to raise a glass to Arthur Guin-
ness, the man behind the Irish
brew. 

About 17 bars participated in
the international toast, marking
252 years of the popular drink.

Local event promoters say
Guinness does not surpass
Heineken as a Bahamian
favourite, but it is still a popular
drink locally. While it is tradi-
tionally known as a “man’s
drink”, many women also enjoy
it. The final stop for the Guin-
ness bar hop was Club Luna for
an all Bahamian Reggae concert
featuring some of the hottest
Bahamian artists such as Irate,
Bodine, M Deez and Mr Yagga.

Arthur Guinness (1725 – 1803)
was an Irish brewer and at the
age of 30 laid the foundations for
the now world famous Guinness
brewery business.

Guinness leased a brewery in
Leixlip in 1755. Then, five years
later he left his younger brother
in charge of that enterprise and
moved on to another in St
James' Gate, Dublin, at the end
of 1759. He signed a 9,000-year
lease for the four-acre property,
effective from December 31,
1 7 5 9 .

SASHA DUNN
OFFERING FREE
DOWNLOADS
FROM NEW ALBUM

SASHA DUNN

LOCAL BARS ‘RAISE THEIR GLASSES’ TO
THE MEMORY OF ARTHUR GUINNESS

ABOUT 17 bars participated in the international toast, marking 252 years of the popular drink.

T H E final stop for the Guinness bar hop was Club Luna for an
all Bahamian Reggae concert featuring some of the hottest
Bahamian artists such as Irate, Bodine (above), M Deez and
Mr Yagga.



CUCUMBERS, sum-
mer squash, winter
squash and pump-

kins are all grown from
seeds sown in ‘hills’, areas
that have been enriched
for the  purpose. 

Hills are normally about 18 inch-
es across and the soil amended with
compost, manure or peat moss, plus
fertiliser. If your soil is sandy and
well drained the hill does not have
to be raised to improve drainage. It
is usual to plant about five seeds
to a hill, spacing them well apart,
and then to remove the two weak-
est seedlings.

Most cucumbers grown in The
Bahamas are of the ridge variety:
chunky, about six to 10 inches long
and usually slightly curved. There
are English and oriental cucumber
varieties that benefit from being
grown on trellises, thereby pro-
ducing straight fruits. Ridge cucum-
bers have pronounced spines that
can be easily rubbed away when
the fruits are ripe.

Cucumber vines grow quickly
and fruits are produced in a very
short time, often just ten days from
flower to maturity. Cucurbits have
both male and female flowers, the
female ones growing from embry-
onic fruits. 

Bees are the main pollinators
and if they are absent you may
have to pollinate by hand. This is
done by taking pollen from a male
flower using an artist’s brush or
cotton swab and dabbing it onto
the raised area within the female
flower.

Equally fast growers are summer
squash – yellow crookneck,
straightneck, zucchini, patty pan,
scallop and many others. The fruits
are produced directly from the
plant instead of on vines. Summer
squash can be prodigious so it is a
good idea to establish a hill or two
at a time and sow successively four
weeks apart.

Winter squash – butternut,
acorn, spaghetti, crenshaw, hub-
bard - are  so called because they
have superior keeping qualities and
in earlier times were stored in
autumn to be consumed during the
winter months.  

The flesh of winter squash is

much drier than that of summer
squash  and lends itself to baking.

Virtually the only pumpkin
grown in The Bahamas is the
Cuban pumpkin or calabaza. 

Calabazas are quite small as
pumpkins go and can be round or
slightly necked, with pronounced
yellow and green skin. 

The  seeds have to be obtained
from ripe fruits on sale in stores or
from roadside vendors rather than
from a nursery.

Calabaza pumpkins should be
grown in individual hills spaced
about six feet apart. These hills
should be well away from your reg-
ular garden as the vines produced
are enormous. 

Not only that, they have the habit
of ‘walking’, setting down roots and
moving away from their  original
planting place. The fruits are ripe
when the stem holding them to the
vine dries.

Cucurbits grow fast but die quick-
ly too. Calabaza pumpkins can be
left to fulfill their natural lifespan
but it is a good idea to pull cucum-
bers and squash after their first
flush of fruits. Even then the
leaves, once so green, will be look-
ing sorry and ravaged.

The damage is caused by fungus
spores and powdery mildew landing
on wet leaves during the night and
then being nurtured by the morning
sun. A fungicide can be applied in
powder or liquid form to prolong
the life of the plant but I prefer to
reap and pull.

Think carefully before planting
cucumbers and summer squash.
Their harvests are so bountiful that
you may end with far more cucum-
bers and squash than you can han-
dle. Try to sow just the right num-
ber of hills for your family’s needs
and replace the plants every month.

• gardenerjack@coralwave.com
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Just a few images of what we the
Bahamas looked like 40...50...60...

years in the past 

The Bahamas once had a thriving boat
building industry for Out-Island trading,
fishing and transportation.

BY ROLAND ROSE 

By GARDENER JACK

GREEN
SCENE

CUCUMBERS, SQUASH AND PUMPKINS

STRAIGHTNECK and butternut squash growing in close proximity.



By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer

REGGAE artist Peter Runks
is baring his soul in his
third full length album

“Words of Truth”.
The album is a compilation of 17 tracks

featuring collaborations with local and
international artists.

Runks worked with Jamaican singer
Mikey General as well as fellow Bahami-
an artists Landlord and Avalanche for
this new CD.

He also teamed up with the Pow Pow
producers, an accomplished international
sound system based in Germany. 

The artist told In Ya Ear that collabo-
rating with Pow Pow presented an oppor-
tunity to work with international artists
and showcase Bahamian talent at the
same time.

“They sent the riddim and I fell in love
with it right away, so I wrote the song
“Why Should I”, because I've noticed in
life and also in this music industry that
there are a lot of people who think they
can start or stop your destiny. Only God

has the power to control our destiny, so
my point is we have to ask ourselves this
question, ‘why should I sit and worry
about what others say or think when God
is in control?’ ”

Runks said this album is a special one
because he was able to tap into a very
vulnerable part of himself.

“I put my life into this project. I went
through some things in the past and I let
everything out in this project. I feel very
liberated now that I have used my music
as an outlet,” he said.

ON A MISSION
Runks said he is on a mission to con-

tinuously promote the message of hope
and love. He wants his music to reach
“the highways and by-ways, main streets
and dusty roads, paving the way with
words of truth”. 

“Anything that I sing about addresses
the issues that we face in our society
today. I want to show people the way. I
was raised in the ghetto, but I want people
to know that they don’t have to become a
victim. I try to tell people in my music

that sight is just a function of the eyes
and they need to have a vision. Just the
way I made it, other people can make it,”
he said.

“Mama I Love” is his favourite song
off the new the album and he has dedi-
cated it to his mother. 

“My mother passed away when I was
young and I’ve only seen her in pho-
tographs. I dedicated this song to her, let-
ting her know that I love her. I know she
would be proud to see how far I come,”
he said.

With a brand new album available from
all major digital outlets as well as stores in
the Caribbean and in parts of the US,
Runks is showing no sign of slowing
down. 

The “Words of Truth” album has
received positive reviews from his native
Bahamas as well as from Jamaica, Hol-
land and the US.

Runks, who considers himself a devout
Christian, made his first big splash in the
Bahamas with the single “Badness Outta
Style”, which turned into a street anthem
after its initial release. The track is so
popular that Runks also included it on
the new album.
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D AY

C H A RT S

L I N E
Rihanna

‘CHEERS’
“Life’s too short to be sit-
ting around miserable.
People gonna talk whether
you doing bad or good,
yeah.
Got a drink on my mind
and my mind on my mon-
ey, yeah”

TOP 10 POP SONGS
I WANNA GO
Britney Spears

LAST FRIDAY NIGHT
(T.G.I.F.)
Katy Perry

MOVES LIKE JAGGER
Maroon 5 feat. Christina 
Aguilera 

LIGHTERS
Bad Meets Evil feat. Bruno Mars

SUPER BASS
Nicki Minaj

PARTY ROCK
ANTHEM
LMFAO Featuring Lauren 
Bennett & GoonRock

PUMPED UP KICKS
Foster The People

GIVE ME 
EVERYTHING
Pitbull feat. Ne-Yo, Afrojack &
Nayer

GOOD LIFE
OneRepublic

TONIGHT TONIGHT
Hot Chelle Rae

Peter Runks bares his soul in newest album ‘Words of Truth’

By LESH

R&B crooner Tyrese is back on the music
scene with a brand new video starring his for-
mer "Baby Boy" co-star and friend Taraji P
Henson.

The two are known for their on-screen
romantic relationship as "Jody and Yvette" in
John Singleton's 2011 urban drama film "Baby
Boy."

The video for his latest single “Stay” is just
the first taste of what Tyrese is set to bring his
fans with his new album entitled "Open Invi-
tation”. It hits stores November 1.

In the video, Taraji plays the role of a well-
educated woman who is being neglected by
her businessman boyfriend. The clip begins
with the actress telling a girlfriend in a phone
conversation that her relationship seems to
be hitting rock bottom. It goes on to show
Tyrese walking in on her conversation and
instead of consoling her, he walks out leaving
her in tears.

A fed-up Taraji decides to pack her things,
but before leaving the house Tyrese yet again
walks in. This time he makes an attempt to
work it out, trying to persuade her to stay.

He sings: "No one ever said it'd be easy
baby, yeah, woah, woah, yeah. Girl, I wanna
take the time and thank you. Just for putting

up with me. And I'm sorry that you even had
to deal with me. Even though I made you cry.
I wanna make it right. Just give me some time
to make it right."

The video goes on to show the couple work-
ing out their differences and it also shows
flashbacks of the two having recurring argu-
ments.

He sings:  I go the extra mile to make you
smile and just to make your day, I'll go out my
way, I'll do whatever it takes. 

“Baby promise you'll stay, stay. Baby won't
you stay? With me?"

It has been ten years since Tyrese and Tara-
ji made their debut on the big screen in the
now cult classic “Baby Boy”. 

In a letter to his fans, Tyrese said: “Now
we’re getting our grown and sexy on”.

Bahamian fans say they love the “Baby
Boy” chemistry in the new video. The “smooth
and sexy” style has Tyrese looking like “black
chocolate," said one fan.

Jackie Thomas* said: "They both look great
and they look like a real life couple. I like the
fact that you can still see and notice the Jody
and Yvette chemistry between them. It’s
almost like they are not acting and the love is
real."

Also speaking of her love for the on-screen
couple, Kayla Simms said: “ This might sound

funny, but Tyrese and Taraji can be considered
the black Romeo and Juliet. People might not
have loved this video as much if it were not for
their movie 'Baby Boy'."

Following the release of the video, Tyrese
expressed appreciation for his fans in an open
letter. 

He thanked them for inspiring him to get
back in the studio and also for supporting his
many non-musical projects such as his New
York Times best-selling book “How To Get
Out Of Your Own Way”.  

Tyrese told fans to rest assured “that my
first and only love is still music."

“I’ve read your letters, tweets, Facebook,
MySpace and e-mails. I’ve listened to your
voice mails and more importantly, I’ve run
into you in person and you’ve all wanted me to
do it again. So come 11.1.11 my new album
“Open Invitation” will be launched globally
for you to listen and feel my heart and soul
that I put into the album."

* Names have been changed

‘JODY AND YVETTE’ REUNITE IN NEW TYRESE VIDEO "STAY"

C E L E B R I T Y
• N E W S  A N D  G O S S I P •

By TRACIE CONE
Associated Press

THE PUBLICIST for a lesbian
actress and musician who says she
was escorted off a flight for "one
modest kiss" of her partner says the
encounter was not a stunt for her
band's upcoming breast cancer
awareness tour.

Leisha Hailey, best known for
playing Alice Pieszecki in the now
defunct Showtime lesbian life drama
"The L Word," asked her Twitter
followers to boycott Southwest Air-
lines after the encounter Monday.

The airline responded that Hai-
ley's display of affection was exces-
sive and drew customer complaints.

The actress and her partner,
Camila Grey, denied in a statement
released Tuesday that the affection
they showed toward each other was
inappropriate.

"We want to make it clear we
were not making out or creating any
kind of spectacle of ourselves, it was
one modest kiss," the written state-
ment said. "We are responsible
adult women who walk through the
world with dignity. We were simply
being affectionate like any normal
couple."

Hailey and Grey acknowledge
they became upset after the flight
attendant reprimanded them. They
said the attendant told them that
Southwest is a "family airline."

"No matter how quietly homo-
phobia is whispered, it doesn't make
it any less loud," the statement said.
"You can't whisper hate. We ask
this airline to teach their employees
to not discriminate against any cou-
ple, ever, regardless of their own
beliefs."

Hailey and Gray said they plan to
file a formal complaint with the air-
line. The incident resulted in a
national media spotlight for the
actress, who now is a part of the
electro-pop duo Uh Huh Her. 

Publicist Libby Coffey said Tues-
day that the encounter was real and
was "absolutely not" done for
a t t e n t i o n .

AIRLINE: 'L WORD'
STAR REMOVED FOR
EXCESSIVE KISS
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TWENTY years barely makes you an adult in
human years, but in the world of cars, it makes
you an antique. The Bahamas Antique Auto Club
and the Friends of Distinction Riders Club
(FODRC) held their second annual “Cruise to the
Cure” car show and motorcade on September
12. The team joined the Cancer Society of the
Bahamas to help create awareness of prostate
cancer and provide screening for men. 

1956 FORD FAIRLANE,
OWNER MURRAY FORDE 

• “It has a 292 Ford V8
engine. The same used in the
Thunder Bird that year. It is
my favourite. I always liked
the design when I was
younger. I used to say I
would like to own one of
them one day. Some people
mistake it for a Chevy of the
same year because it has a
similar chrome trim and a lot
of two-tone, but the body is
very different. They were the
every day man's car. More of
them were made so more
have survived. Back in the
day this car was about $2,300
brand new.” 

1989 SEBRING MX, 
OWNER JEFFREY GIBSON 

• “I always had a passion for the
Cobra, so this particular car resembles
a 427 Cobra. I built it myself and it
took me almost a year to restore. It
has a 427-stroke motor. When you see
it, you know that's me. I spent hours
and hours working night and day. You
can't build an antique car rushed. It is
a process that calls for time and
patience. If you don't have patience,
you might as well don’t mess with an
antique car. When I got it, it was in
bad condition. The engine was not
running good, the upholstery was bad,
the floor was rotten, the windshield
was broken. It was a mess.”

1991 HUGGER, 
OWNER GEAN
ALBURY 

• "It has a Harley
Davidson engine,
1200ccs. We actual-
ly built that bike.
We took an old
Harley Davidson
engine, recondi-
tioned it and
reframed the frame.
It was actually done
in Daton, Ohio by
some friends of
mine. It is very
unique. It was built
just for me. I ride it
every Sunday. I
think people that
know me profes-
sionally are a little
bit shocked to know
I own a bike.”

AMERICAN IRON
HORSE LEGEND,
OWNER HAL
SHEARS 

• "What is special
about the American
Iron Horse Legend?
Well, the company
is bankrupt right
now. I like it
because of the way
it looks. It is just
simple. When the
front works are
extended like that it
is called a chopper.
On corners you
want to be a little
more careful. I've
been riding bikes
for about 30 years.
This bike I bring
out when I want to
talk to people.” 
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