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NATIONAL Security
Minister Tommy Turnquest
has attacked the judiciary
for its willingness to grant
bail to repeat violent offend-
ers, which he said has con-
tributed "greatly" to the
country's escalating crime
problem.

Mr Turnquest said that
while he has no wish to
encroach on the indepen-
dence of the judicial system,
in his opinion some judges
have been far too "liberal"
when it comes to granting
bail to career criminals and
those accused of serious
offences – and he believes
the police and the public
agree with him.

Asked about the bail issue
at a Rotary Club of West
Nassau meeting yesterday,
Mr Turnquest said: “Liber-
ally they have administered
that – it concerns me greatly
– if we had a system as they

do in New York, where
judges are elected, many of
them would have been
chased out of town.”

Asked why the judiciary
seems to be at odds with
society in general on this
matter, Mr Turnquest, ges-
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

PASSING the long-awaited
Contractors Bill into law is
“paramount to clean-up” the
construction industry, the
Bahamian Contractors Asso-ciation’s (BCA) president
believes, adding that the sec-
tor had a change of heart over
the Government’s Consumer
Code plans.

While the Bill now
appeared to “be on the back-
burner”, Godfrey Forbes said
the BCA and wider construc-tion industry had initially
opposed the Ingraham admin-
istration’s decision to include
a consumer protection code
in the draft legislation, butchanged position when they
realised that the Governmentwas the leading consumer oftheir services.

Pointing out that the pri-
vate sector had thought“everything was finished”
with the Bill by end-2010, the
time the Consumer Code was
first introduced, Mr Forbes
told Tribune Business: “At
first we thought it should notreally be part of the Contrac-tors Bill.

“But in hindsight, when we

looked at it, we saw the Gov-
ernment itself was the greatest
consumer with respect to the
single-family home market. It
builds more homes at any one
time than any of the develop-ment companies around the
place.”

The Ingraham administra-
tion, at the ultimate expense
of the Bahamian taxpayer,had been forced to spend mil-lions of dollars on correcting
shoddy workmanship in
numerous homes built under
the 2002-2007 Christie admin-
istration.

“That really spurred them
on to say: ‘We’ve got to do
something for the consumer’,”
Mr Forbes acknowledged.“The Government spent con-
siderable sums going over
work on houses previously
built by other governments.There were a lot of defects.

“It [the Consumer Code]has its place. We feel that
after the proposals we put for-ward it’s something that can
work as long as the Govern-
ment is prepared to work with
us.”

The Contractors Bill was
between the Ministry of
Works and Attorney Gener-
al’s Office, as far as the BCA
was aware. Mr Forbes said
the organisation had last metwith them in June/July to
finalise points in the Con-
sumer Code, and the Gov-ernment side was supposed
to put forward a revised draft
containing their recommen-dations two weeks later.

It was now September, and
no draft had been received by
the BCA yet. “The Contrac-
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business 
Editor

A BAHAMAS-BASED
business broker yesterday
said he would fight any
attempt to force him to
obtain a real estate broker’s
licence, questioning: “Why
should I give 50 per cent of
my income away to someone
else?”

Simon Cooper, who
together with his wife owns
Res Socius, a firm established
to broker the sale of Bahami-
an companies, told Tribune
Business he would “challenge
at every level” efforts by the
Bahamas Real Estate Asso-
ciation (BREA) to require
him to register/be licensed by
that body on the grounds that
these transactions involved
real property assets.

Arguing that he was not a
realtor, and had no intention
of entering a “saturated”
market, Mr Cooper said he
was instead involved in bridg-
ing the gap between business
sellers and potential buyers,
finding the latter and mak-

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A BAHAMIAN auto deal-
er yesterday said August 2011
was “the worst month” it had
ever experienced for new car
sales since opening its doors
in 1996, the industry overallseeing an almost 11 per cent
year-over-year decline against
2010 comparatives.

Andrew Barr, sales manag-
er at Friendly Motors, told
Tribune Business that in the
aftermath of the dramatic tax
increases contained in the
2010-2011 Budget, Bahamian

new car dealers were facing
a “double whammy” - banks
reluctant to lend, and con-
sumers not willing to borrow,significant sums of $50,000 or
more for vehicles.

Data released yesterday by
the Bahamas Motor Dealers
Association (BMDA) painted

a mixed picture for new car
dealers. 

While total sales for the
eight months to end-August
2011 were 13.76 per centahead of last year, the indus-
try was still down 51.66 per
cent against the “banner
year” of 2007 - indicating that

recovery continues to be pro-tracted.
Andrew Johnson, a BMDA

spokesperson, added: “While
sales remain steady atdepressed levels and there are
a couple of bright spots for
select vehicles, the outlook
for the near future is not

expected to show any dra-
matic increase in new car
sales.”

Total BMDA member sales
for August 2011 were down
10.95 per cent year-over-year.While it is traditionally the
slowest month of the year for
the industry, due to many
Bahamians being off-island
and Back to School prepara-tions, this year appears to
have marked a low.

“When you have a just
barely sustainable month, a

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A LEADING Bahamian auto deal-er yesterday said inventory levels forthe Japanese brand it distributes hadrecovered to 50-75 per cent, havingdropped “two-thirds below normal”during the June-August period.Rick Lowe, operations manager forNassau Motor Company (NMC), theHonda distributor, told Tribune Busi-ness that by December 2011 its stock

would be 100 per cent recovered, theJapanese auto manufacturer havingreported last week it was back to fullproduction in the aftermath of thisyear’s devastating earthquake.
“We just had a meeting in Florida,and Honda was saying they’re back

to 100 per cent capacity and they hopeto make up lost production where pos-sible before the end of the year,” MrLowe told this newspaper.
“We’ve started receiving invento-ry. We’ve at least got more, so we’reheaded in the right direction from an

inventory perspective.”
New stock had started to come induring August, but Mr Lowe saidHonda inventory levels at NassauMotor Company dropped “very, verylow” during the June-August 2011period, due to the production shortfallcaused by loss of manufacturing capac-ity in Japan.

“They simply had to drop produc-tion,” Mr Lowe said. “We were prob-

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE Bahamas Telecommunications Com-pany (BTC) yesterday said it had seen land-line faults increase “two-threefold” in theweeks post-Hurricane Irene, but the newly-privatised carrier was 80-90 per cent of theway to “getting back to normal”.Marlon Johnson, BTC’s spokesman, saidthe carrier, now 51 per cent majority-owned

by Cable & Wireless Communications(CWC), had put work crews on seven-dayweeks in a bid to reduce report faults on itsfixed-line network to “manageable levels”.With Irene-related restoration work esti-mated to be 95 per cent complete, Mr John-son declined to provide Tribune Businesswith the total repair cost, but said it was ful-ly covered by insurance and would not have

AUTO DEALER SUFFERS
‘WORST EVER MONTH’

* Friendly Motors says August 2011 hardest periodsince ‘96 opening, as industry sales off 11%* New car sector sales up 14% for first eight monthsagainst 2010, but down 52% versus 2007
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BTC LANDLINE FAULTS ‘SPIKE TWO-THREEFOLD’* Network 80-90% restored after Irene and wet September hit* Storm not expected to impact carrier’s performance
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JAP AUTO INVENTORY HITS 50-75% OF NORMAL* Nassau Motor says Honda stock dropped to one-third ofregular levels in earthquake aftermath
* But manufacturer back to full capacity, and Bahamasdealer set to hit 100% mark in December
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By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@
tribunemedia.net

FAMILY members of
Desmond Key are desper-
ately seeking closure after
numerous trial delays have
pushed his manslaughter
case past the fourth
anniversary of his death.

Desmond Key, a father
of six, was allegedly beaten
while detained at the
Grove police station in
June 2007. Mr Key, 28,
died at Princess Margaret
Hospital in January 2008,
having never recovered
from a coma.

The stalled search for
the truth has enraged
bereaved loved ones, said
Verona Bastian, Mr Key’s
71-year-old grandmother

FAMILY SEEKING CLOSURE IN FOUR YEAR MANSLAUGHTER CASE

SEE page two

By SANCHESKA BROWN

THE parents of the baby girl who died
in a house fire last Saturday will not be
charged in connection with her death,
said fire officials.

Superintendent of Fire Services Jef-
frey Deleveaux said police will not charge
the child's parents with neglect because
the fire was not “intentional”.

“We do not think it was intentional.
As far as we know the parents did not
intentionally leave the children at home
all alone. From the information we are
getting it seems like a case of miscom-
munication,” he said.

“The mother thought the children were
home with their father and vice versa.
They both assumed a responsible adult
was taking care of the three kids. So, at

By SANCHESKA BROWN

THE Bahamas Telecommunications
Company has requested the Utilities and
Regulation and Competition Authority’s
permission to charge customers for the use
of its 916 directory.

URCA recently denied a previous
request for BTC to charge customers for
automated ancillary services or calls to
weather, time of day and temperature ser-
vices.

The regulator is now asking the public to
weigh in on whether or not BTC should
charge a fee to call the directory.

According to a statement from URCA,
BTC has applied to levy a charge of 35
cents per call for local directory assistance.

Kathleen Smith, URCA's director of pol-
icy and regulation, said the company needs
feedback from the public before it can make
a decision.

SEE page nineSEE page seven

FIRE DEATH BABY’S PARENTS
‘WILL NOT BE CHARGED’

BTC SEEKS PERMISSION TO
CHARGE FOR 916 DIRECTORY

By CARA 
BRENNEN-BETHEL
cbrennen@tribunemdia.net

ONE day after murder
suspect Israel Lubin died
in hospital from gunshot
wounds, a man wanted for
questioning in connection
with his shooting turned
himself in to police.

Police confirmed Lubin
died in hospital yesterday,
and said his death pushed
the country's homicide
count to 103. 

SEE page seven

MAN TURNS HIMSELF
IN ONE DAY AFTER
DEATH OF SUSPECT

FIRE CHIEF: ‘WE DO NOT THINK IT WAS INTENTIONAL’

POLICE NEWS

VERONA BASTIAN,
Desmond Key’s 71-year-old
grandmother, holds pho-
tographs of her grandson.

NATIONAL SECURITY
Minister Tommy Turnquest

                



By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

THE government plans to
upgrade and add new features
to the 911 emergency response
system.

Announcing the initiative
yesterday, National Security
Minister Tommy Turnquest
said the improvements will
“enhance the capability of our
emergency call system.”

Speaking at the Rotary Club
of West Nassau, yesterday, Mr
Turnquest said this is but one
of several efforts underway as
part of the government’s
efforts to tackle crime.

“The government is taking

the lead, implementing many
initiatives that we expect to
yield positive results,” he said.

When the House of Assem-
bly reconvenes on October 5,
said Mr Turnquest a “package
of bills” will be presented deal-
ing with the criminal justice
system.

Mr Turnquest said the gov-
ernment has come to the aid of
the police, investing $8.5 mil-
lion in new equipment, tech-
nology and crime fighting
tools.

The Electronic Monitoring
System launched last year has
been an effective tool, said Mr
Turnquest, with 174 offenders
currently being monitored by
way of ankle bracelets under

the programme.
He added that the system

has also proven to be an effec-
tive crime fighting tool as it
allows police to follow various
offenders and confirm their
whereabouts when crimes
occur. Mr Turnquest said the
Ministry of National Security
plans to launch a major drugs
and crime public awareness
campaign in collaboration with

former gang members, civic
figures and church leaders
“who want to see a transfor-
mation in our country.”

Resources have also been
provided to the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force so it
can intensify its patrols of
Bahamian waters.

Mr Turnquest said the new
remand court being construct-
ed near Her Majesty’s Prison,
Fox Hill is almost complete.

The facility will be dedicated
to remand hearings, ending
prison buses that race through
traffic every day taking pris-
oners on remand to and from

the downtown courts.
“The madness you see going

on in our streets is mostly with
remanded inmates being trans-
ported at great speeds – the
remand court will bring an end
to that, only those who have
actual cases will come down.
That number, instead of being
in the 80 to 100s, will be more
like 10 to 15.”

Video conferencing also will
be available at this facility, Mr
Turnquest said.

He added that a $3 million
CCTV contract for Nassau is
expected to be awarded
shortly.

LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                              FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2011, PAGE 3

A SUPREME Court tri-
al in which two men and
one woman are accused of
stealing by reason of
employment was
adjourned pending the out-
come of an appeal filed by
a defence attorney to a
superior court.

Murrio Ducille, who rep-
resents Byron Roberts, one
of three defendants
charged in connection with
theft by employment,
appealed to the Court of
Appeal to have the trial
stayed.

Mr Ducille's appeal was
made on the grounds that
his client was not properly
taken before the courts
because he was not given
an election of which court
he would wish to have the
matter tried in during his
arraignment in connection
with the offence.

Burrows and Tremell
Taylor are charged in con-
nection with theft of
$13,500 as employees of
Scotia Bank Bahamas Lim-
ited between April and
July of 2008.

Taylor and Natasha
Evans, also an employee of
SBBL, are alleged to have
stolen nearly $1.3 million
by reason of employment
between April and June,
2008. 

Natasha Evans and
Tremell Taylor are repre-
sented by Roger Gomez II
and Romauld Ferreira.

In Wednesday's appel-
late court hearing, Court of
Appeal president Justice
Anita Allen granted an
adjournment in the trial
pending the appeal which
will be heard on Thursday,
September 29.

Garvin Gaskin, deputy
director of public prosecu-
tions, represented the
Crown at that hearing.

In yesterday's Supreme
Court trial, public prosecu-
tor Ambrose Armbrister
relayed this information to
Senior Justice Isaacs and
the court, and indicated
that it would be appropri-
ate to discharge the jury.

Senior Justice Isaacs
accepted the ruling and
adjourned the matter to
Monday, October 10, for
mention, when a new trial
date will be made if the
Court of Appeal rules in
favour of the prosecution. 

GOVT PLANS UPGRADES TO 911
EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTEMTHEFT BY REASON

OF EMPLOYMENT
TRIAL ADJOURNED 

COURT NEWS

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

SUGGESTIONS that Bamboo
Town is an FNM constituency is a "slap
in the face" to residents of the area
who deserve full representation regard-
less of political affiliation, MP Branville
McCartney said. 

His comments came after a source in
the Free National Movement said Mr
McCartney will lose his seat in the next
election to Cassius Stuart, who is the
party's unofficial candidate for the area. 

"I think that it's almost a slap in the
face to Bahamian people. It is a con-
stituency for the Bahamian people,"
said Mr McCartney, as he prepared to
host a town meeting in Grand Bahama
yesterday. 

The former FNM member said he
had hoped that Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham would be the party's candi-
date to challenge him in a "leader-to-
leader" battle.

"I was a bit disappointed to hear that

Cassius may be running especially after
the prime minister and (members of
his) Cabinet went down there a few
months ago and indicated that they
were sure it was an FNM seat and the
prime minister and the Cabinet apolo-
gised for sending me there.  

"I thought it was going to be leader
against leader," he said. 

Earlier this week, a well-placed
source in the FNM said Mr Stuart will
beat Mr McCartney because con-
stituents in Bamboo Town are "hard-
core" FNM supporters.

"Bamboo Town is like what Bain
Town is to the PLP, hard-core, and the
people are very upset that Branville
abandoned them the same way they
were upset when (former area MP)
Tennyson Wells did it to them. Bam-

boo Town is FNM and will go back to
the FNM," said the source.

Yesterday Mr McCartney said he
does not know if voters in the area he
represents will back Mr Stuart, or the
Progressive Liberal Party's candidate
Renward Wells. 

But he said his work in Bamboo
Town over the last four years speaks
for itself. 

"I've done my part as a representa-
tive. We have a number of programmes
that started from 2007 and we do (area)
walkabouts once a week." 

"I can't say whether or not they
would vote for him or others. Obvi-
ously there is going to be a three-way
race or more, the Bahamian people
and the people of Bamboo Town will
have to decide,” he said.

MCCARTNEY SAYS FNM COMMENTS A ‘SLAP
IN THE FACE TO BAMBOO TOWN RESIDENTS

A BAIN Town man was
arraigned in Magistrate's
Court yesterday morning
when he was charged in
connection with an attempt
on another man’s life last
week Thursday, according
to court dockets.

Montry Thompson, 36,
of No. 29 Rupert Dean
Lane was charged before
Chief Magistrate Roger
Gomez in Court One,
Bank Lane, in connection
with an attempt to kill Ped-
son Lafleur on Thursday,
September 15.

Chief Magistrate Gomez
told the accused that he
was not required to enter a
plea to the charge because
of the nature of the
offence. 

A Voluntary Bill of
Indictment will be served
against him on Novermber
8 when the matter will be
forwarded to the Supreme
Court for trial.

The accused was
remanded to Her Majesty’s
Fox Hill Prison until the
completion of his trial.

MAN ARRAIGNED
ON ATTEMPTED
MURDER CHARGE
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

IT IS now commonly
accepted and broadly
acknowledged that the edu-
cational plant in The
Bahamas is badly broken
and is in urgent need of an
overhaul. In recent times the
Honourable Minister of
Education has publicly said
that many of our school
buildings should have been
condemned long ago. Our
national grade average con-
tinues to hover around the
‘D’ level and our schools
continue to “graduate”
semi-illiterate students who
are barely able to read; com-
prehend and speak proper
English.

The sad part about this
scenario is that stakehold-
ers have yet to come togeth-
er to study the problem
much less to offer realistic
solutions and improvements.
We all are aware that the
educational plant is in a
state of disrepair but few of
us are even checking. 

It is regrettable that we
have been able to secure
financing to do some cos-
metic and debilitating road
improvement works here in
New Providence but not a
single new school has been
built by this administration
in almost five years. The
school at Horseshoe Drive,
thank God, may be opening
soon but there has been no
definitive statement from
the Ministry of Education.

In our Family Islands,
especially Cat Island, most
of the school buildings are
a national disgrace and not
fit for human occupation.
Yes, I fully understand that
there are so called bud-
getary constraints but there
can be nothing of higher
importance than the educa-
tion of our children, apart
from health care.

I understand that we are
negotiating to borrow yet
another 12 or so millions of
dollars from an internation-
al lending institution to
make up the short falls in
the ballooning costs for the
road improvement works
but we are unable or unwill-
ing to spend some monies
to improve our educational
plant? Which is more impor-
tant?

The FNM means well, I
am sure but the proverbial

road to Hell has always been
paved with good intentions.
The record of the PLP is,
sadly, no better and the
embryonic DNA has yet to
offer a realistic and compre-
hensive plan of its own.

Here in the capital we
need at least four brand new
state of the art primary and
high schools. The College of
The Bahamas needs to be
urgently expanded and bet-
ter trained faculty members
need to be recruited. The
amenities at that institution
are of third world quality
and are in dire need of
upgrading if it is to evolve
into the University of The
Bahamas.

The apparent dumbing
down of our students and
the failure to address the
overt decay of our educa-
tional plant is wrecking our
overall society. Graduates
who are not equipped with
appropriate skills and qual-
ifications for the job market
are relegated to menial
employment and the catch-
all construction jobs. Mind
you, there is dignity in any
kind of work but with a min-
imal income a person’s
future horizons are restrict-
ed. The middle class as we
used to know it will so
become a thing of the past.

The average dropout and
those who would not have
even bothered to graduate
are then obliged to eke out a
miserable living from: petty
crime; drug dealing and/or
prostitution. Jail, in far too
many cases, becomes a
revolving door and a tertiary
level institution of higher
and dubious learning where
the graduates become a
clear and present menace to
society at large, inclusive of
themselves.

I call for more state of the
art school buildings; a more
relevant regime of learning
and instructions. We are in
urgent need, I submit, of
additional trade schools with
the necessary resources and
well trained instructors. Stu-
dents who are academically
inclined should be steered
in that direction. Others who
are good at the trades
should be encouraged to
pursue the same. We need
to stop lumping all of our
students in one basket.

With the approach of yet
another cycle of bombastic
elections, I doubt that the
current administration will
come up with any bold and
innovative solutions. Not
only does it not have the
money but it lacks, in my
view, the visionary zeal
and/or prophet to bring
about the same. The PLP,
as usual, talks a good talk
but in opposition it is easy to
say one thing. The true test
comes when one holds the
reins of governance.

With some 90 odd alleged
homicides for the year, so
far, it should be clear to all
that the socialisation of our
nation is in grave danger.
While our collective Neros
fiddle, the country is fast
imploding. Crime and the
fear of the same have liter-
ally paralysed and stunted
the economic and cultural
growth of the nation. 

In a few months time our
current crop of leaders, in
one or both cases, will be a
part of our political past.
You and I, however, if the
Lord continues to tarry, will
be left holding the prover-
bial and possibly empty bag.
Despite this dismal prospect,
however, to God be the glo-
ry in all things.

ORTLAND 
H BODIE Jr
Nassau,
September 19, 2011.
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WASHINGTON — Global financial lead-
ers struggled Thursday to calm financial mar-
kets, which plunged over renewed fears that the
United States and the global economy were
headed for recession.

Investors are worried that Europe's debt cri-
sis could destabilize the global economy. The
United States is limping along with slow
growth, 14 million unemployed and millions
stuck with homes worth less than what is owed
on the mortgage.

The Dow Jones industrial average sank 391
points for the day. The second-straight day of
massive losses on Wall Street coincided with
the start of the annual meeting for the 187-
nation International Monetary Fund and its
sister lending institution, the World Bank.

"The current economic situation is entering
a dangerous phase,” said Christine Lagarde, the
head of the IMF. "This heavy debt of sover-
eigns, households and banks (represents) risks
that could actually suffocate the recovery."

Some leaders at the conference seem to be
losing faith in the economy, just as investors
are.

"I still think a double-dip recession for the
world's major economies is unlikely, but my
confidence in that belief is being eroded daily,"
said World Bank President Robert Zoellick.

On Wednesday, stocks had tumbled after
the Federal Reserve expressed new concerns
about the U.S. economy and the growing risks
in Europe. The Fed also announced a plan to
try to lower long-term interest rates further
by shuffling the makeup of its portfolio.

Still, many investors and economists fear the
Federal Reserve can't do much to help. Some
Republican lawmakers think Fed is making
matters worse.

Congress and the White House can't agree
on policies to help the unemployed or on plans
to whittle down trillion-dollar deficits.

"We are faced with a weakening economic
outlook and policymakers are becoming impo-
tent," said Paul Dales, an economist at Capital
Economics.

The gathering of world finance leaders
comes at a perilous time in Europe.

Greece could default on its debt next month
unless it receives a $10.9 billion instalment
from a bailout fund managed by the European
Central Bank, the European Commission and
the IMF.

A default could destabilize other financial-
ly troubled European countries, such as Por-
tugal, Ireland, Spain and Italy. It would also
deal a blow to many European banks, which
are large holders of Greek government bonds.

Lagarde offered some direction to stem the
crisis. Banks in Europe must provide more
capital so they can withstand potential losses.
Governments need credible plans to get their
debt under control.

But some governments lacked the political
will to shrink rising deficits, Lagarde said, an
apparent shot at lawmakers in the United
States.

"What is needed and what certainly we
hope to generate ... is the political leadership,

and the degree of synchronization that needs to
happen for that path to recovery to be made
possible," Lagarde said.

Brazil, India and China and other emerging
economies favour efforts by President Barack
Obama to tackle the U.S. budget deficit. And
they want the 17 countries that use the euro
currency to address the debt crisis in their
region.

The group said in its statement that it would
"consider, if necessary, providing support
through the IMF or other international finan-
cial institutions" to address the European debt
crisis.

Finance officials from the group played
down reports that they might purchase gov-
ernment debt of troubled European countries.
At a news conference, they said it would be
politically difficult to sell such a move to voters
in their home countries, many of whom have
far lower standards of living than European
countries. Still, Brazilian Finance Minister Gui-
do Mantega said the emerging nations under-
stand the crisis must be contained.

"We are living through a worsening of the
crisis in recent months and we have to pre-
vent the crisis from making a qualitative jump,
reaching a more serious level," Mantega said.

Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner said
Thursday that the United States has a huge
stake in seeing Europe succeed. He said Euro-
pean governments would "act with more force"
to resolve its debt crisis in the coming weeks.

He also said that the IMF had adequate
resources to help in the European debt crisis.
The IMF is already providing support to a
bailout package for Greece.

Olli Rehn, the European Union's top eco-
nomic official, said the 16 other euro zone
countries won't abandon Greece and allow it to
default on its massive debts.

"An uncontrolled default or exit of Greece
from the euro zone would cause enormous
economic and social damage, not only to
Greece but to the European Union" and the
rest of the world, Rehn said.

The U.S. economy appears to be slightly
more stable than Europe. Still, more than two
years after the recession officially ended, it is
barely growing.  Consumer and business con-
fidence is low. In August, employers added
no new jobs, and consumers didn't increase
their spending on retail goods.

On Wednesday, the Fed said it will try to
push long-term interest rates lower and make
consumer and business loans cheaper by shift-
ing $400 billion out of short-term Treasury
securities and into longer-term bonds. Econo-
mists, however, doubt the plan will do much.

President Barack Obama has proposed a
$447 billion job-creation package. But the pres-
ident lacks support in Congress. 

Republicans strongly oppose his proposal
to pay for it with higher taxes on wealthier
households, hedge fund managers and oil com-
panies.

(By Martin Crutsinger, 
AP Economics Writer).
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Global leaders struggle to calm recession fears 

EDITOR, The Tribune.

YOUR editorial of September 19, 2011 regarding Deputy
Prime Minister Brent Symonette’s admission over a govern-
ment contract awarded to a company in which his family has
interests clearly expresses the true reason why men and women
enter politics: self-aggrandizement and the ability to become
wealthy by questionable means.

Even if there exists any personal altruism to serve one’s coun-
try and improve the livelihood of the citizens, one’s integrity
becomes compromised and tarnished in the territory of politics
because politics is, as your editorial so aptly described it, a “dirty
game, best to be shunned.” Why then would a successful, mature
businessman or lawyer want to be part of a “dirty game”? Why
leave your lucrative, successful domain or career to sit around for
hours and days in Parliament banging your fists on desks? 

No other successful business in this world is conducted in
such a way.

The clear reason that persons are drawn to politics is a desire
to be part of the ruling class (self-aggrandizement and influential
power) and to become wealthy by association with other “dirty”
players of the “game” because to the victor goes the spoils.

Mr Symonette readily admitted that what he is being accused
of is nothing new as other persons who preceded him in anoth-
er party did the same thing.  

Richard Nixon, during the Watergate scandal in the USA, also
admitted that others had also done what he was being impeached
for (spying and wiretapping the opposition’s offices). He just hap-
pened to get caught.

Mr Symonette is also not a self-made successful millionaire.
Like many others, he inherited his wealth, family prestige and
privilege, and we all know how far back that line goes. It can be
assumed that he chose to enter the “dirty” place called politics
because it is a family tradition (self-aggrandizement and prestige)
and favourable for financially advancing himself, his relatives and
his kind, just as others have done throughout the long colonial
and independent history of The Bahamas.

Unless you want to slip into acting naïve or pretending that
everyone is equal through hard work and that we live in a class-
less society, you will agree that money and light-skin colour
easily open the doors to prosperity in this town. And the non-
white political aspirants who cannot change their skin tone can
only access the wealth to be gained, by becoming part of the rul-
ing class through being elected to govern. It is a “game” and it has
winners and losers and has very little to do with one’s perfor-
mance. Sometimes it’s time for a change and sometimes it’s just
a bad year for all incumbents worldwide, as this year is and
next year will be.

CHAD A ROBERTS
Nassau, 
September 21, 2011.

The true reason
men and women

enter politics

         



EMBRACING the spirit
and ideals of a carbon neu-
trality agreement endorsed
by a network of more than
600 American colleges and
universities, College of The
Bahamas president Dr Betsy
V Boze yesterday signed the
Presidents’ Climate Commit-
ment. 

The agreement commits
institutions of higher learn-
ing to minimising the emis-
sion of greenhouse gases that
cause global warming which
has special significance for
small island developing states
(SIDS) like The Bahamas
that are vulnerable to the
effects of climate change. 

Dr Boze signed the agree-
ment at the Wyndham Nas-
sau Resort, Cable Beach,
where experts are attending a
SIDS/UNESCO Meeting on
Climate Change for Sustain-
able Development and Adap-
tation in Small Island Devel-
oping States. The accord
recognises the unprecedented
scale and speed of global
warming and its potential for
large-scale, adverse health,
social, economic and ecolog-
ical effects and commits col-

leges and universities to
exerting leadership in
addressing climate change.

“It is particularly signifi-
cant signing this agreement
today with a globalised view
of extending such an initia-
tive to our colleague colleges
and universities in our com-
munity of small island devel-
opment states,” said Dr Boze.

SIDS are especially sus-
ceptible to the effects of cli-
mate change due to geo-
graphic and socio-economic
factors including their vul-
nerability to sea level rise and
storm surges, dependence on
freshwater, ground resources
and weak institutional struc-
tures. An addendum to the
agreement includes commit-
ments for colleges and uni-
versities in SIDS and consid-
ers their specific challenges
and opportunities.

“The signatories to this
document believe that by
integrating sustainability into
the curriculum, an institution
puts itself in a position to bet-
ter serve our students and
meet our social mandate to
help create a thriving, ethical
and civil society. These are

beliefs and goals that we at
The College of The Bahamas
strongly endorse and commit
to, building on ways that will
have enduring impact for the
college and, indeed, the wider
Bahamas,” said Dr Boze.

“In signing this today, we
underscore our commitment
to this initiative and share our
enthusiasm with other insti-
tutions of higher learning in
island states like ours.”

Dr Davidson Hepburn,
president of the General
Conference of UNESCO,
was also present for the sign-
ing and endorsed the com-
mitments related to SIDS.

“I am very happy to see
that The College of The
Bahamas has adopted the
idea of using Small Island
Developing States as an
addendum to the whole pro-
gramme. I know sustainabili-
ty was started in The College
of The Bahamas almost two
years ago and I hope that this
is helping to spur on more
action,” he said. “I am look-
ing forward to coming back
to The Bahamas and work-
ing with this programme and
helping to promote it.”

LOCAL NEWS
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By JASMINE LOPEZ

A GUNMAN threatened employees
and customers of a local food store
during an early morning robbery on
Wednesday.

The robber, who was wearing a black
hooded jacket and a pair of black jeans,
burst into Buy-4-Less on Balliou Hill Road
South at around 8.30am and demanded
cash. 

An employee said the gunman fired two
shots into the air and took money from
two cashiers who were working at the time
of the incident.

"Shortly after eight a lone gunman
entered the store, he fired two shots into
the air and shouted, 'nobody move'.

A security guard was there but there is
really nothing you could do when someone

bursts in with a gun," said the staff mem-
ber.

The masked man then ran off in an
unknown direction.

The store, which was hit by armed rob-
bers just last year, closed immediately after
Wednesday's incident.

Una Kemp, a company spokesperson,
said no one was hurt during the robbery. 

"There were two cashiers on at the time,
(but) there were no injuries and they were
given the day off.”

She said that despite security measures
the store and other businesses are vulner-
able to attack. 

"It's all over the Bahamas, no matter
what kind of security system is installed; if
robbers want to do it they would."

Police investigations into the matter con-
tinue. 

GUNMAN THREATENS FOOD 
STORE STAFF AND CUSTOMERS

CRIME NEWS
DR DAVIDSON HEPBURN, president
of the General Conference of UNESCO,
and COB president Dr Betsy Boze
speak to the media before Dr Boze
signed the Presidents’ Climate Com-
mitment. Standing is Minister of State
for the Environment Phenton Neymour.

COB PRESIDENT SIGNS CLIMATE COMMITMENT
SIDS/UNESCO MEETING AT WYNDHAM NASSAU RESORT



A police source said
Lubin's heart stopped on
Wednesday but he was
resuscitated by doctors and
put on life support. 

Lubin, a woman and their
one-year-old child were all
shot just after 4am on Sun-
day. 

The next day, police
issued a wanted bulletin for
29-year-old Earnest Forest,
of Sea Breeze and Mollie
Street, who was wanted for
questioning. On Wednesday
Forest, accompanied by his

attorney, turned himself into
police.

Lubin was charged with
the murder of Tekoyo McK-
inney, who was killed on
April 14.

Father-of-two McKinney,
26, was shot and killed by
two armed gunmen on
Cordeaux Avenue and Min-
nie Street.

A month before McKin-
ney's murder, his younger
sister Jeffryona Rolle, 14,
was killed near their moth-
er's Garden Hills Estates
home.

Lubin was accused of

intentionally causing McK-
inney's death while being
concerned with another.

He was granted $30,000
bail last month and also
required to wear an ankle
bracelet to monitor his
whereabouts.

When asked if police
thought the shooting was an
act of retaliation, head of
the Central Detective Unit
Superintendent Paul Rolle
would not speculate on a
motive.

"I do not wish to specu-
late as the possible cause of
the shooting maybe. We are
still investigating. We know
that someone fired shots
into the home from the out-
side.

"We do know that the
man was involved in some
conflict, but at this point we
cannot say if it was retalia-
tory,” said Mr Rolle. 

turing at his police body
guard, said: “If he opens
his jacket he has a gun
which provides  me with
security that many of you
don’t have – judges have
similar security.”

His comments follow
Commissioner of Police
Ellison Greenslade's call
for sterner treatment for
hardened criminals and
appeals by members of the
public for those accused of
murder to be denied bail. 

Mr Greenslade said
police officers are arrest-
ing the suspects, but after a

person is charged it was
out of their hands and up
to the courts. He said he
did not want to speak on
the issue in too much
detail.

This week, The Tribune
revealed that in the space
of five days in July, 39 peo-
ple were released from
prison.

Of the 22 granted bail,
six were charged with mur-
der and at least three went
before the magistrate's
court with a well estab-
lished criminal record.

"We need to find ways
to convince the courts to
keep criminals behind
bars," Mr Turnquest said,

adding that the govern-
ment intends to present a
package of laws soon that
he hopes will address the
issue. While he did not
elaborate, changes to the
Bail Act are expected.

Admitting that crime is
a complex problem, the
seeds of which were sown
decades ago, Mr Turnquest
reiterated the commission-
er's claim that at the centre
of the problem are a core
group of repeat violent

offenders. 
He said:  “A few bad

apples in our communities
are regrettably heightening
the fear of crime among
the people in the Bahamas.
We are in a terrible cycle
of crime and violence, this
cycle had a beginning and
can have an end, however
we can only succeed if we
work together and take
personal responsibility.”

Speaking with The Tri-
bune after the meeting, Mr

Turnquest said he had not
really meant his “chased
out of town” comment –
but stood by what he said
about the effect of bail
trends on crime.
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The Mercedes-Benz C-Class
Your most enjoyable drive ever.

The Mercedes-Benz C-Class is a pleasure
to behold offering a new interpretation of
driving pleasure. Its taut lines lend it an
air of effortless superiority while the wide
radiator grille and distinctive rear section
announce a vehicle with a real presence
and dynamic personality. 

Few cars can compete with its ability to
adjust so many facets of its character –
from the interior to the drive technology – 
so quickly and precisely in response 

to external conditions and your own
particular needs. The key to this flexible
response is the standard-fit Agility
Control Package which includes 
selective damping.

The interior offers noticeably more 
space and a more distinctive atmosphere
to suit your taste. As you will see, the 
C-Class is the perfect embodiment 
of the Mercedes-Benz philosophy.

Tyreflex Star Motors
Wulff Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas, Tel 242.325.4961 • Fax 242.323.4667

OUR PARTS DEPARTMENT IS FULLY STOCKED WITH EVERY
COMPONENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR MERCEDES
RUNS TROUBLE FREE. TRAINED TECHNICIANS ON DUTY.

this point, we do not plan on charging them
with neglect. The whole thing seems like an
accident.”

Two other children, a five-year-old boy
and a nine-year-old girl escaped the fire
unharmed.

Police were called to the scene of the fire
at a duplex in Domingo Heights, off East
Street South, around 11pm on Saturday. 

When officers arrived they found the back
of the single-storey building in flames.

Firefighters worked to control the blaze
and then went in to search all five rooms of
the home.

The nine-month-old baby girl was found
burned beyond recognition, police said.

Supt Deleveaux said fire officials have
ruled out arson and an electrical shortage as
causes for the fire because they found no
accelerant, and the apartment had no elec-
tricity. 

He said although they are still investigat-
ing, it is possible the fire started from an
unattended candle in the baby’s room.

Supt Deleveaux said: “We do not know
the exact spot where the fire started yet but
we do know it started in the south eastern
bedroom where the baby was. 

“We are still trying to analyse the exact
point where it started, we have to do anoth-
er walk through to find residue from the
candle. There is still a lot of rubbish to sift
through. But we do know that candles were
used throughout the house.”

MINISTER ATTACKS JUDGES OVER CRIME
FROM page one

COMMISSIONER of Police
Ellison Greenslade

FIRE DEATH BABY’S PARENTS
‘WILL NOT BE CHARGED’

MAN TURNS HIMSELF IN ONE
DAY AFTER DEATH OF SUSPECT

FROM page one

FROM page one

 



UNITED NATIONS
Associated Press

AMERICAN diplomats led
a walkout at the U.N. General
Assembly Thursday as Iran's
President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad fiercely attacked the Unit-
ed States and major West Euro-
pean nations as "arrogant pow-
ers" ruled by greed and eager
for military adventurism.

The two U.S. diplomats, who
specialize in the Middle East,
were followed out of the cham-

ber by diplomats from more
than 30 countries. They includ-
ed the 27 European Union
members, Australia, New
Zealand, Somalia, Liechten-
stein, Monaco, San Marino and
Macedonia, a U.N. diplomat
said. Israel boycotted the
speech.

Ahmadenijad's fiery anti-
U.S. and anti-Israeli rhetoric
has been a staple of the Gen-
eral Assembly's ministerial
meetings.

Last year, Ahmadinejad pro-

voked a walkout by the U.S.,
EU, and others when he said a
majority of people in the Unit-
ed States and around the world
believe the American govern-
ment staged the Sept. 11, 2001
terror attacks in an attempt to
assure Israel's survival. Iran's
hardline President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad provoked yet
another controversy Thursday
saying a majority of people in
the United States and around
the world believe the American
government staged the Sept. 11

terror attacks in an attempt to
assure Israel's survival.

The provocative comments
prompted the U.S. delegation
to walk out of Ahmadinejad's
U.N. speech, where he also
blamed the U.S. as the power
behind U.N. Security Council
sanctions against Iran for its
refusal to halt uranium enrich-
ment, a technology that can be
used as fuel for electricity gen-
eration or to build nuclear
weapons.

Ahmadinejad's speech pitted
the poverty and unhappiness of
most countries against the rich-
es and power of the U.S. and
unnamed European nations that
he accused of perpetuating wars,
causing the current global eco-
nomic crisis and infringing on
"the rights and sovereignty of
nations."

He attacked the United
States and European colonial
powers for abducting tens of
millions of Africans and making
them slaves, for their readiness
"to drop thousands of bombs
on other countries," and for
dominating the U.N. Security
Council He singled out the U.S.
for using a nuclear bomb
against Japan in World War II
and imposing and supporting
military dictatorships and total-
itarian regimes in Asia, Africa
and Latin America.

"It is as lucid as daylight that
the same slave masters and
colonial powers that once insti-
gated the two world wars have
caused widespread misery and
disorder with far-reaching
effects across the globe since
then," Ahmadinejad said. "Do
these arrogant powers really
have the competence and abili-
ty to run or govern the world?"

The Iranian president
answered by calling for "the
shared and collective manage-
ment of the world in order to
put an end to the present disor-
ders, tyranny and discrimina-
tions worldwide." Last year, he
said "the future belongs to Iran"
and challenged the U.S. to
accept that his country has a
major role in the world.
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AMERICANS WALK OUT AS IRAN
LEADER DELIVERS ANTI-US SPEECH

INSIGHT
For the stories behind
the news, read Insight

on Mondays
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“The main purpose of this consul-
tation is to outline BTC’s charging
proposal with respect to local direc-
tory enquiry service, highlight rele-
vant issues and set out URCA’s pre-
liminary views on the proposed mod-

ification. We welcome comments
from anyone in the public in respect
to BTC’s application. You can write
us, e-mail us, fax us or send it by
mail – as long as we get a response
from you.”

URCA made some recommenda-
tions to BTC regarding the proposed
increases, including allowing 
each landline customer three free
calls to directory assistance per
month. 

This means customers would only
start paying for the service after their
third use. 

URCA also recommended that
calls from pay phones to directory
assistance not carry any retail charge.

Currently calls to directory assis-
tance are free of charge.

Public responses to the consulta-

tion are due no later than October
24.

No-one from BTC was available
for comment yesterday. 

London-based Cable & Wireless
took over management control of
BTC in April after buying 51 per
cent of the company from govern-
ment. 

FROM page one BTC SEEKING TO CHARGE FOR 916 DIRECTORY

     



CINCINNATI
Associated Press

EMPLOYING in-your-face
politics, President Barack Obama
sold his jobs plan Thursday from
the turf of the top Republicans
on Capitol Hill, combatively call-
ing them out by name to demand
action.

Obama stood in front of an
aging bridge that links House
Speaker John Boehner's home
state of Ohio with Kentucky,
home to Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, to call for pas-
sage of his $447 billion package in
tax cuts, jobless aid and public
works projects.

"Mr. Boehner, Mr. McConnell,
help us rebuild this bridge," Oba-
ma said. "Help us rebuild Amer-
ica. Help us put this country back
to work. Pass this jobs bill right
away."

It amounted to one of Oba-
ma's most direct and defiant chal-
lenges to leaders of the opposi-
tion party. And the incursion into
the Republicans' territory illus-
trated a new White House
aggression and a desire by the
president's advisers to distinguish
him from Republicans and to get
them to share some of the blame
for the struggling economy.

It also was a shift from the
president's outreach to Boehner
this summer, when the two men
tried to work out a deal that
would extend the nation's bor-
rowing authority
and cut long-term
deficits as well.

Then, the president

took Boehner golfing. Now, he's
taking him to task.

"Part of the reason I came here
is because Mr. Boehner and Mr.
McConnell are the two most
powerful Republicans in govern-
ment," Obama said. "They can
either kill this jobs bill, or they
can help us pass it."

Construction
Workers

Obama said his legislation
would put construction workers
back to work around the coun-
try on projects like the Brent
Spence Bridge, but the White
House gladly conceded that the
choice of the aging span south of
Cincinnati was symbolic. The
bridge is scheduled to be
repaired anyway starting in
2015, although White House
press secretary Jay Carney said
the president's job bill could
speed up that timeline.

The trip also raises Obama's
profile in politically important
Ohio, a state that he won in
2008 but that George W. Bush
also won twice. It was his second
trip to the state in two weeks.

McConnell and Boehner,
both of whom have supported
the bridge project, dismissed the
visit as a political ploy.

"I would suggest, Mr. Presi-
dent, that you think
about ways to actual-
ly help the people
of Ken-

tucky and Ohio, instead of how
you can use their roads and
bridges as a backdrop for mak-
ing a political point," McConnell
said on the Senate floor Thurs-
day morning. "If you really want
to help our state, then come
back to Washington and work
with Republicans on legislation
that will actually do something
to revive our economy and cre-
ate jobs. And forget the political
theater."

Said Boehner: "I am pleased
the president is bringing atten-
tion to this much-needed pro-
ject. But you know now is not
the time for the president to go
into campaign mode."

Both McConnell and Boehn-
er oppose Obama's plans to pay
for his jobs measures with new
taxes, and his jobs package faces
a tough fight on Capitol Hill,
despite the aggressive campaign
he's embarked on to sell it.

In the very short term, Oba-
ma's visit was making traffic on
the overloaded 1963 bridge
worse, not better. Ohio and
Kentucky transportation offi-
cials warned motorists to
expect long delays around
the time of the presi-
dent's appearance
Thursday after-
n o o n

because of lane closures and a
ramp shutdown. Boehner joked
that stopping bridge traffic
won't win any votes.

The trip illustrated the various
ways a president can use the
power of his office and the
megaphone it provides to push
for his initiatives and score polit-
ical points. Presidents often use

their travel to get beyond the
Washington debate and try to
build support with the public.
Though it's not common for
presidents to brazenly challenge
opposition leaders in their back-
yards, Obama has shown no
qualms about venturing into
Republican territory. His first
speech after announcing his jobs
bill this month was in Rich-
mond, in the congressional dis-
trict of House Republican
Leader Eric Cantor.

Last year, Obama traveled
to Ohio just days after Boehn-
er delivered a speech on the

economy in Cleveland for
his policy proposals.

PRESIDENT Barack Obama
delivers a speech promoting his
jobs bill near the Brent Spence
Bridge, Thursday, Sept. 22,

2011, in Cincinnati. (AP)
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

PASSING the long-awaited
Contractors Bill into law is
“paramount to clean-up” the
construction industry, the
Bahamian Contractors Asso-
ciation’s (BCA) president
believes, adding that the sec-
tor had a change of heart over
the Government’s Consumer
Code plans.

While the Bill now
appeared to “be on the back-
burner”, Godfrey Forbes said
the BCA and wider construc-
tion industry had initially
opposed the Ingraham admin-
istration’s decision to include
a consumer protection code
in the draft legislation, but
changed position when they
realised that the Government
was the leading consumer of
their services.

Pointing out that the pri-
vate sector had thought
“everything was finished”
with the Bill by end-2010, the
time the Consumer Code was
first introduced, Mr Forbes
told Tribune Business: “At
first we thought it should not
really be part of the Contrac-
tors Bill.

“But in hindsight, when we

looked at it, we saw the Gov-
ernment itself was the greatest
consumer with respect to the
single-family home market. It
builds more homes at any one
time than any of the develop-
ment companies around the
place.”

The Ingraham administra-
tion, at the ultimate expense
of the Bahamian taxpayer,
had been forced to spend mil-
lions of dollars on correcting
shoddy workmanship in
numerous homes built under
the 2002-2007 Christie admin-
istration.

“That really spurred them
on to say: ‘We’ve got to do
something for the consumer’,”
Mr Forbes acknowledged.
“The Government spent con-
siderable sums going over
work on houses previously
built by other governments.
There were a lot of defects.

“It [the Consumer Code]
has its place. We feel that
after the proposals we put for-
ward it’s something that can
work as long as the Govern-
ment is prepared to work with
us.”

The Contractors Bill was
between the Ministry of
Works and Attorney Gener-
al’s Office, as far as the BCA
was aware. Mr Forbes said
the organisation had last met
with them in June/July to
finalise points in the Con-
sumer Code, and the Gov-
ernment side was supposed
to put forward a revised draft
containing their recommen-
dations two weeks later.

It was now September, and
no draft had been received by
the BCA yet. “The Contrac-
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A, B, C!
The insurance plan I’m looking for.
An agent who understands my goals.
The insurance company I can depend on.
Choosing Family Guardian for my life insurance
is as elementary as A, B, C.

LIFE INSURANCE / are you covered?

A member of the FamGuard Group of Companies

CONTACT A SALES REPRESENTATIVES AT AN OFFICE NEAREST YOU
East Bay Street, Marathon Road, Thompson Boulevard, & Blue Hill Road (top hill)
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business 
Editor

A BAHAMAS-BASED
business broker yesterday
said he would fight any
attempt to force him to
obtain a real estate broker’s
licence, questioning: “Why
should I give 50 per cent of
my income away to someone
else?”

Simon Cooper, who
together with his wife owns
Res Socius, a firm established
to broker the sale of Bahami-
an companies, told Tribune
Business he would “challenge
at every level” efforts by the
Bahamas Real Estate Asso-
ciation (BREA) to require
him to register/be licensed by
that body on the grounds that
these transactions involved
real property assets.

Arguing that he was not a
realtor, and had no intention
of entering a “saturated”
market, Mr Cooper said he
was instead involved in bridg-
ing the gap between business
sellers and potential buyers,
finding the latter and mak-

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A BAHAMIAN auto deal-
er yesterday said August 2011
was “the worst month” it had
ever experienced for new car
sales since opening its doors
in 1996, the industry overall
seeing an almost 11 per cent
year-over-year decline against
2010 comparatives.

Andrew Barr, sales manag-
er at Friendly Motors, told
Tribune Business that in the
aftermath of the dramatic tax
increases contained in the
2010-2011 Budget, Bahamian

new car dealers were facing
a “double whammy” - banks
reluctant to lend, and con-
sumers not willing to borrow,
significant sums of $50,000 or
more for vehicles.

Data released yesterday by
the Bahamas Motor Dealers
Association (BMDA) painted

a mixed picture for new car
dealers. 

While total sales for the
eight months to end-August
2011 were 13.76 per cent
ahead of last year, the indus-
try was still down 51.66 per
cent against the “banner
year” of 2007 - indicating that

recovery continues to be pro-
tracted.

Andrew Johnson, a BMDA
spokesperson, added: “While
sales remain steady at
depressed levels and there are
a couple of bright spots for
select vehicles, the outlook
for the near future is not

expected to show any dra-
matic increase in new car
sales.”

Total BMDA member sales
for August 2011 were down
10.95 per cent year-over-year.
While it is traditionally the
slowest month of the year for
the industry, due to many
Bahamians being off-island
and Back to School prepara-
tions, this year appears to
have marked a low.

“When you have a just
barely sustainable month, a

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A LEADING Bahamian auto deal-
er yesterday said inventory levels for
the Japanese brand it distributes had
recovered to 50-75 per cent, having
dropped “two-thirds below normal”
during the June-August period.

Rick Lowe, operations manager for
Nassau Motor Company (NMC), the
Honda distributor, told Tribune Busi-
ness that by December 2011 its stock

would be 100 per cent recovered, the
Japanese auto manufacturer having
reported last week it was back to full
production in the aftermath of this
year’s devastating earthquake.

“We just had a meeting in Florida,
and Honda was saying they’re back

to 100 per cent capacity and they hope
to make up lost production where pos-
sible before the end of the year,” Mr
Lowe told this newspaper.

“We’ve started receiving invento-
ry. We’ve at least got more, so we’re
headed in the right direction from an

inventory perspective.”
New stock had started to come in

during August, but Mr Lowe said
Honda inventory levels at Nassau
Motor Company dropped “very, very
low” during the June-August 2011
period, due to the production shortfall
caused by loss of manufacturing capac-
ity in Japan.

“They simply had to drop produc-
tion,” Mr Lowe said. “We were prob-

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE Bahamas Telecommunications Com-
pany (BTC) yesterday said it had seen land-
line faults increase “two-threefold” in the
weeks post-Hurricane Irene, but the newly-
privatised carrier was 80-90 per cent of the
way to “getting back to normal”.

Marlon Johnson, BTC’s spokesman, said
the carrier, now 51 per cent majority-owned

by Cable & Wireless Communications
(CWC), had put work crews on seven-day
weeks in a bid to reduce report faults on its
fixed-line network to “manageable levels”.

With Irene-related restoration work esti-
mated to be 95 per cent complete, Mr John-
son declined to provide Tribune Business
with the total repair cost, but said it was ful-
ly covered by insurance and would not have

AUTO DEALER SUFFERS
‘WORST EVER MONTH’

* Friendly Motors says August 2011 hardest period
since ‘96 opening, as industry sales off 11%

* New car sector sales up 14% for first eight months
against 2010, but down 52% versus 2007

SEE page 4B

BILL ‘PARAMOUNT’
TO CONSTRUCTION
SECTOR CLEAN-UP

* Industry has change 
of heart on 
Consumer Code

* Workshop to tackle
consumer-contractor
disconnect

SEE page 4B

BUSINESS
BROKER

TO ‘FIGHT’
REALTORS
* Challenges BREA position

it should licence him
because business sales
involve property assets

* Claims real estate body
being ‘protectionist’ and 
stifling competition

* BREA chief says probe
undertaken after El Greco
‘complaint’

BTC LANDLINE FAULTS ‘SPIKE TWO-THREEFOLD’
* Network 80-90% restored after Irene and wet September hit
* Storm not expected to impact carrier’s performance

SEE page 3B SEE page two

JAP AUTO INVENTORY HITS 50-75% OF NORMAL
* Nassau Motor says Honda stock dropped to one-third of

regular levels in earthquake aftermath
* But manufacturer back to full capacity, and Bahamas

dealer set to hit 100% mark in December

SEE page 3B

SIMON COOPER

         



By SIMON COOPER
Res Socius

Iread the opinion
expressed in Tribune

Business on September 19,
2011, concerning retail compe-
tition from Miami with inter-
est. I have no reason to doubt
the writer’s calculations, and I
understand exactly where local
businesspeople are coming
from. But, and this is a very
large but, if we are to regulate
this, then where does the
process end?

Should we prevent people
travelling from Great Inagua
or Rum Cay from shopping at
Robin Hood? Or prevent our
citizens from going on holiday
to Miami for that matter. The
broader truth is that the world
is a connected economy, and
the principles of foreign
exchange require us to collec-

tively return some of the
income from tourism to whence
it came.

Imagine the outcry if the US
government decided that all
Americans should vacation at

home in future to support the
local hospitality industry, and
Bahamian foreign income dried
up almost completely as a
result. And, if I turn the table
over and purchase my refriger-
ator in Miami at half the price it
would cost me in the Bahamas,
is that more than simply exer-
cising my freedom of patron-
age, too?

Business exists because it
provides a competitive edge to
its customers. The Russian
experiment of state-owned
shops failed because the incen-
tive of survival was not there. If
we take away the competition
that our businesses face, then
mark my words, their prices will
go further up, not down.

I grant that employment is
another matter. But exactly
how many of our people are
actually employed in the con-
sumer goods industry locally?
Surely there are other niche

BUSINESS
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WHERE DOES IT ALL END IF WE OVER-REGULATE?

S I M O N C O O P E R

ing sure the two parties met in the middle. 
Suggesting that BREA was being “protectionist”

and attempting to eliminate the competition he
provided, Mr Cooper, a Tribune Business colum-
nist, questioned the logic of its demands and where
they might end. “If there’s liquor in the Board-
room, do we need a liquor licence?” he asked,
tongue-in-cheek.

“Where does it stop? If the PM’s Office says
go ahead and practice as a business brokerage,
that’s good enough.”

However, Patty Birch, BREA’s president, told
Tribune Business yesterday that she, on behalf of
the self-regulatory body, was merely carrying out
an investigation into the nature of Mr Cooper’s
business and whether it met the criteria requiring
him to obtain a real estate broker’s licence.

Emphasising that no conclusions had yet been
drawn, Ms Birch pointed out that any transaction
involved the sale of “all estate and interest” in a
piece of land, be it freehold or leasehold, fell under
the Real Estate (Brokers and Salesman) Act 1995. 

Referring to the same Act, she added that some-
one was regarded as engaging in real estate bro-
kerage activities if they received fees, commissions
or some other payment in return for providing
appraisal and transactional services.

BREA’s concern, as outlined by Ms Birch, is that
the assets involved in business sales being bro-
kered by Mr Cooper and Res Socius include real
estate, be it owned or leased property. 

As a result, under the strict letter of the law,
BREA is concerned that they meet the Act’s def-
inition of engaging in real estate sales, thus requir-
ing Mr Cooper to either obtain a real estate bro-
ker’s licence himself or partner with an existing
Bahamas-based broker to handle the property
aspects of any transaction.

“I had some complaints about Mr Cooper; that
Mr Cooper was signing people up for the selling of
real estate. He says he’s not,” Ms Birch said. She
indicated that concerns first arose when realtors
realised Mr Cooper and his business were attempt-
ing to broker a deal for the sale of West Bay
Street’s El Greco Hotel, a transaction that Mr
Cooper said yesterday had subsequently fallen
through.

The BREA president indicated that among the
real estate community’s concerns were that Res
Socius’s activities could lead to the likes of apart-
ments, duplexes and the like being sold under the
guise of a ‘business being sold’. She added, though,
that BREA was not accusing Mr Cooper of engag-
ing in any questionable activities.

Emphasising that neither she not BREA were
deliberately attacking Mr Cooper or trying to put
Res Socius out of business, Ms Birch said she had
made inquires with the Government’s Bahamas
Investment Authority (BIA), which informed her
that the company had been approved to operate as
a business brokerage and consultant.

The acting director of investment, though, had
added that this did not mean Res Socius was
exempt from obtaining other necessary licences
and approvals. As a result, BREA was now mak-
ing inquiries with the Business Licence authori-
ties to discover the purpose and scope of Mr Coop-
er’s Business Licence, and further determine the
facts.

Meanwhile, Mr Cooper said that when he
embarked on establishing Res Socius in 2008, there
was no such thing as a Business Licence for a busi-
ness brokerage - no such company then existed
in the Bahamas.

Arguing that the company had “nothing to do
with real estate”, he said the key approval to obtain
was from the BIA. After submitting the relevant
documents, meeting with the BIA to explain the
business and passing all the due diligence checks,
Mr Cooper and Res Socius were duly licensed.

The required Business Licence was duly forth-
coming, and everything appeared fine until Mr
Cooper was contacted “out of the blue” last week

by Ms Birch and BREA “saying they’d got all
sorts of complaints and that I’d got properties for
sale”.

“I don’t sell real estate. If someone comes to me,
I don’t do it,” Mr Cooper told Tribune Business.
“There’s more realtors in this market than the
market can support. Why does it need another
one? It’s a market already saturated, and I don’t
want to be competing with them or in the same
classification with them. I don’t need a BREA
licence because we’re not selling real estate.”

He added that none of his existing ‘business for
sale’ clients owned their own real estate, and added:
“This protectionist mentality is typical. It’s ring
fencing, and some classes of people are trying to
ring fence and protect that aspect of their busi-
ness.”

Mr Cooper said that Bahamian businessmen
wanting to sell their companies had relatively few
options until Res Socius came along. One was to
place a newspaper advertisement, but that failed to
“screen” out the inappropriate buyers, and often
acted as a “deterrent” to a successful sale as persons
automatically assumed there was something wrong
with the firm.

“The only other option”, Mr Cooper added,
was to use the services of realtors. He argued that,
while they may know property, they “do not under-
stand how to get a sensible value for the business
and covertly market”.

Married to a Bahamian, Mr Cooper told Tribune
Business he was currently unable to obtain a
BREA broker’s licence - this is reserved for
Bahamians or permanent residents with the right
to work only - as he is transitioning from a spousal
permit to the latter status.

While this issue will be resolved shortly, Mr
Cooper said the other solution suggested by BREA
- partnering with an existing licensed broker to
deal with the real estate aspects of any business sale
- would “force me to transfer 50 per cent of my
business to someone else”. 

This would apply to all sales involving rental or
property ownership situations, according to BREA,
he said.

As a result, Mr Cooper said he was facing three
options. “One is to capitulate, get a real estate
broker’s licence and give 50 per cent of my business
away. Number two is just to accept it and pack
up, but there are ramifications for closing down.

“Option three is fight it, challenge them at every
level, say I will not capitulate, not shut down, and
I will contest it because I’ve done everything by the
book.”

Pointing to ‘option three’ as his favoured one, Mr
Cooper said Res Socius had done much “ground
work” to educate the Bahamian market, and earn
a living for his family.

He added that the episode was “discouraging for
the entrepreneurial spirit” that the Government
was trying to foster, and would also impact natur-
al business evolution.

Pointing out that companies often gained a new
lease of life when they were sold on, Mr Cooper
said Res Socius offered options to family-owned
companies (of which there are many in the
Bahamas) who have no succession plan.

“There’s an alternative solution to selling the
chattels and closing shop,” he added.

Ms Birch, though, said that if Res Socius was just
selling the naming rights to a business there would
be no issue for BREA. 

But if lease rights or property ownership were
involved, these were matters that came under its
self-regulatory ambit.

Emphasising that she understood Mr Cooper’s
position, and that he may not have realised the
need to gain approvals beyond the BIA’s, Ms Birch
said BREA’s interests lay in preserving an order-
ly market.

Questioning whether the Bahamas would allow
the likes of unlicensed doctors or architects to
practice, Ms Birch added: “I’m not trying to get
anyone in trouble. 

“We’ve had a complaint, and I am trying to
investigate.”

FROM page one

BUSINESS BROKER TO ‘FIGHT’ REALTORS

industries that could create
replacement jobs by supplying
goods and services the US
could never provide. Is that not
a better way than authoritarian
regulation?

In the end, I guess that vest-
ed interests will be with us for a
long time, and special interest
groups will do their worst to
keep the competition out.
Lawyers and doctors have been
doing this for centuries with
apparently convincing reasons,
but this has effectively stifled
alternatives that might be even

just as good.
Now it seems the Bahamas

Real Estate Association
(BREA) would like to get into
the business broking action,
too. While the Real Estate
(Brokers and Salesmen) Act of
1995 relates clearly to the sale
of land and its improvements,
that august body of profession-
als has now stated it expects a
business broker to register with
it as well. This is despite the
fact that the Bahamas Invest-
ment Authority has the matter
well in hand. It seems they are

concerned that on occasions I
might sell a business that owns
fixed property, too.

I have a feeling this might
get a whole lot worse before it
gets better. If I sell a business
that owns furniture, am I to get
a second-hand dealer license?
And if the boardroom has a
well-stocked bar, shall I register
with the liquor board as well?
Yet real estate agents sell ten-
anted business properties every
month. 

Could somebody please
explain the logic of this to me?



BUSINESS

THE TRIBUNE                    FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2011, PAGE 3B

%$+$0$6�38%/,&
6(59,&(6�81,21

$11281&(0(17

*RYHUQPHQW�7UDLQLQJ�&HQWUH
+�2��1DVK
+RWHO�&RUSRUDWLRQ
,QWHUQDO�6HFXULW\
0DEOH�:DONHU�3ULPDU\
0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ
0LQLVWU\�RI�/DERXU
0LQLVWU\�RI�:RUNV
0LQLVWU\�RI�<RXWK�	�6SRUWV
1DRPL�%ODWFK�3ULPDU\
2DNHV�)LHOG�3ULPDU\
2I¿FH�RI�WKH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU
3K\VLFDO�3ODQQLQJ
3ROLFH�&ROOHJH
3ROLFH�)RUFH�*DUDJH
5RDG�7UDI¿F�'HSDUWPHQW
6RXWK�6WUHHW�3ROLFH�6WDWLRQ
7HVWLQJ�	�(YDOXDWLRQ�
7KH &ROOHJH�RI�WKH�%DKDPDV
:RRGFRFN�3ULPDU\�
<HOORZ�(OGHU�3ULPDU\

32//,1*�67$7,21�����
�3267�2)),&(�'(3$570(17

��:(67�:,1*�

32//,1*�67$7,21�����
�3267�2)),&(�'(3$570(17

��($67�:,1*�

%DKDPDV�$JULFXOWXUDO�DQG�,QGXVWULDO�
&RUSRUDWLRQ
%DKDPDV�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6HUYLFHV
&HQWHUYLOOH�3ULPDU\
&ROXPEXV�3ULPDU\
'�:��'DYLV
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$UFKLYHV
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(QYLURQPHQWDO�+HDOWK�
6HUYLFHV
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�,PPLJUDWLRQ
/DQGV�	�6XUYH\V
/HDUQLQJ�5HVRXUFHV�8QLW
0LQLVWU\�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�	�)LVKHULHV�
0LQLVWU\�RI�+HDOWK
3DOPGDOH�3ULPDU\
3ULQFHVV�0DUJDUHW�+RVSLWDO
6KLUOH\�6WUHHW�3RVW�2I¿FH
7�*��*ORYHU�3ULPDU\
:RRGFRFN�3ULPDU\

32//,1*�67$7,21�����
6$1',/$1'6

5(+$%,/,7$7,21�&(175(

$�)��$GGHUOH\
&�+��5HHYHV
&�,��*LEVRQ
&�9��%HWKHO�3ULPDU\
&DUOWRQ�)UDQFLV�3ULPDU\
&DUPLFKDHO�3ULPDU\
&ODULGJH�3ULPDU\
&OHYHODQG�(QHDV
&ROXPEXV�3ULPDU\
'�:��'DYLV
(�3��5REHUWV�3ULPDU\
(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG�'HYHORSPHQW�&HQWUH
0DEOH�:DONHU�3ULPDU\
3LQHZRRG�*DUGHQ�3ULPDU\
5�0��%DLOH\
5HWLUHHV�2YHU�WKH�&RXQWHU
5LGJHODQG�3ULPDU\
6�&��0F3KHUVRQ
6DGLH�&XUWLV
6D\OHV�3ULPDU\
6LU�*HUDOG�&DVK�3ULPDU\
8ULDK�0F3KHH�3ULPDU\

32//,1*�67$7,21�����
�%368�+$//

($67�675((7�6287+

,PPLJUDWLRQ�$LUSRUW
1DVVDX�$LUSRUW�'HYHORSPHQW�&RPSDQ\��1$'�
1DVVDX�)OLJKW�6HUYLFHV
5R\DO�%DKDPDV�'HIHQVH�)RUFH

7KH %DKDPDV�3XEOLF�6HUYLFHV�8QLRQ�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�$UWLFOH����RI�WKH�8QLRQ¶V�
&RQVWLWXWLRQ�ZLOO�FRQGXFW� WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�RI¿FHUV� WR�VHUYH�IRU� WKH�SHULRG������
���� RQ�)ULGD\���WK 6HSWHPEHU������GXULQJ�WKH�KRXUV�RI������D�P��WR������S�P�

)ROORZLQJ�DUH�WKH�YDULRXV�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�

32//,1*�67$7,21�����
�.(1'$/�*��/��,6$$&6�*<01$6,80

$JULFXOWXUH�6WDWLRQ�*ODGVWRQH�5RDG
$OEXU\�6DOHV�3ULPDU\
%DKDPDV�0RUWJDJH�&RUSRUDWLRQ
%RWDQLFDO�*DUGHQV
&�&��6ZHHWLQJ�
&�:��6DZ\HU�3ULPDU\
&DEOH�%HDFK�3ROLFH�6WDWLRQ
&DEOH�%HDFK�3RVW�2I¿FH
&,'
&ODUHQFH�%DLQ�3RVW�2I¿FH
&ULPLQDO�5HFRUGV
&XVWRPV�'HSDUWPHQW
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RXVLQJ
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERXU�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLDO�6HUYLFHV
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWLVWLFV
(QYLURQPHQWDO�+HDOWK�'HSRW�	�6KUHGGLQJ�3ODQW
*DPLQJ�%RDUG
*DUYLQ�7\QHV�3ULPDU\
*HQHUDO�6HUYLFHV
*RYHUQPHQW�+LJK

$XGLW�'HSDUWPHQW
%XVLQHVV�/LFHQVH
&DELQHW�2I¿FH
&HQWUDO�3XUFKDVLQJ
&XVWRPV�2I¿FHUV�
�VWDWLRQ�DW�3RUW�'HSDUWPHQW�	�'RFNV�
(YDOXDWLRQ
)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV
*RYHUQRU�*HQHUDO¶V�2I¿FH�	�6WDII
,PPLJUDWLRQ�2I¿FHUV�
�VWDWLRQ�DW�%HWW\�.�

-XGLFLDO�'HSDUWPHQW
0DJLVWUDWHV�&RXUW
0LQLVWU\�RI�)LQDQFH
0LQLVWU\�RI�+RXVLQJ
0LQLVWU\�RI�7RXULVP
0LQLVWU\�RI�7UDQVSRUW
3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW
3RUW�$XWKRULW\
3RVW�2I¿FH�'HSDUWPHQW
3XEOLF�+RVSLWDO¶V�$XWKRULW\��+HDGTXDUWHUV
5HJLVWUDU�*HQHUDO
7UHDVXU\�'HSDUWPHQW

%DKDPDV�7HFKQLFDO�	�9RFDWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH
'U��'RULV�-RKQVRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO
(OL]DEHWK�(VWDWHV�&KLOGUHQ¶V�+RPH
(OL]DEHWK�(VWDWHV�&OLQLF
)R[ +LOO�3ROLFH�6WDWLRQ
)R[�+LOO�3RVW�2I¿FH
*RYHUQPHQW�3ULQWLQJ
/�:��<RXQJ
0RUULV�+RXVH�6ROGLHU�5RDG
3ULVRQ�'HSDUWPHQW�
6DQGLODQGV�+RVSLWDO
6DQGLODQGV�3ULPDU\�6FKRRO
6HDJUDSH�3RVW�2I¿FH
6LPSVRQ�3HQQ�&HQWUH�IRU�%R\V
6RFLDO�6HUYLFHV�&HQWUH�±�)R[�+LOO
7KHOPD�*LEVRQ�3ULPDU\�6FKRRO
7\QHV�+RXVH�±�)R[�+LOO
:LOOLPDH�3UDWW�&HQWUH�IRU�*LUOV

32//,1*�67$7,21�����
�6,5�/<1'(1�3,1'/,1*�$,53257

$LUSRUW�$XWKRULW\
$LUSRUW�3ROLFH
$LUSRUW�3RVW�2I¿FH
&LYLO�$YLDWLRQ
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�0HWHRURORJ\

)$0,/<�,6/$1'6

*HRUJH�7RZQ��([XPD /DERXU�2I¿FH
$EDFR $GPLQLVWUDWRUV�2I¿FH�±�0DUVK�+DUERXU
*UDQG�%DKDPD %368�+HDGTXDUWHUV
(OHXWKHUD /DERXU�2I¿FH�&HQWUDO�	�1RUWK�(OHXWKHUD
1RUWK�$QGURV 1RUWK�$QGURV�+LJK�6FKRRO
&HQWUDO�$QGURV &HQWUDO�$QGURV�+LJK�6FKRRO�
6RXWK�$QGURV $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH�
/RQJ�,VODQG $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH
&DW�,VODQG $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH�±�7KH�%LJKW
0D\DJXDQD $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH
%LPLQL $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH
6DQ�6DOYDGRU $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH
,QDJXD� $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH
$FNOLQV $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH
&URRNHG�,VODQGG $GPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�2I¿FH�&RORQHO�+LOO

6(&5(7$5<�*(1(5$/

a material impact on BTC’s
results for its new financial
year, which ends on March
31, 2012.

Indicating that a surge in
reported faults was not sur-
prising in the aftermath of a
major storm such as Irene,
especially given September’s
relatively wet weather, the
BTC spokesman added:
“What we’ve seen is a spike in
faults.

“Faults spiked by two-
threefold in the aftermath of
Irene, and events that hap-
pened subsequent to that,
such as rain and lightning
strikes, so we’ve scaled up our
resources, crews are working
seven days a week, and we’ve
brought things down to man-
ageable levels.”

Mr Johnson said it was
mainly BTC’s landline net-
work that had been affected,
as opposed to its cellular busi-
ness, which was “pretty strong
and stable”.

BTC’s landline network

was “about 80-90 per cent”
back to normal, and Mr John-
son said the company did not
merely want to get back to
where it was, but “exceed
where we were in response to
outages and customer faults”.

On the Irene front, BTC
had “about completed”
restoration work, with any
remaining repairs on Cat
Island and other islands
dependent on the Bahamas
Electricity Corporation
(BEC) and its pole replace-
ment.

“As it pertains to the dam-
age, we did have some, but
we’re fully covered and it’s
manageable,” Mr Johnson
told Tribune Business. “The
extent of the things damaged
are covered by our insurance
mechanisms, so we will not
see any material impact to our
performance.”

He added that “pretty
much” all the $1.9 million in
free cell phone credit that
BTC made available in
Irene’s aftermath had been
used.

ably two-thirds below normal. We seemed to
meet the demand, but it’s always nice to have
a bit more selection so people can see the dif-
ferent colours.

“Here at Nassau Motor Company I don’t
think we were impacted by the loss of sales due
to lack of inventory. They may have been, but
it’s hard to measure.”

Mr Lowe said the auto dealer was “about
two months” away from returning Honda
inventory levels to normal, “so by December
we will be right back to where we should be”,
allowing for shipments from Japan taking six

weeks.
“We’re probably closer to two-thirds of what

we normally have,” Mr Lowe said of current
Honda stock. “We’re up to 50-75 per cent of
what normal inventory levels would be.”

As for its US-made General Motors brand,
the Nassau Motor Company operations man-
ager said one model was impacted by the
Japanese earthquake fall-out, “but that worked
itself out pretty quickly”.

“We don’t anticipate any great increase in
sales, but it’s nice to have the inventory,” Mr
Lowe said. “At least we feel a little more con-
fident in meeting the demand if clients can
get financing. That’s the crux of the problem
right now.”

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

THE BAHAMAS
T E L E C O M M U N I C A -
TIONS COMPANY’S
(BTC) proposed 35 cents per
call charge for accessing
directory inquiries is higher
than the average 32.64 cents
per call obtained in a bench-
marking exercise featuring
other Caribbean jurisdictions
in which its majority share-
holder operates.

Unveiling the public con-
sultation on BTC’s proposed
charges, the Utilities Regu-
lation & Competition
Authority (URCA) criti-
cised the newly-privatised
carrier for the “paucity of
information” it provided to
justify the fee or the costs it
incurred in providing the ser-
vice.

Research provided by
BTC showed the 35 cents
per call charge was above
the average 31.4 cents
charged by its equivalents in
Trinidad & Tobago, the
Cayman Islands and Anguil-
la. URCA, though, widened
the sample size to include
Barbados and St Vincent
and the Grenadines, and this
produced the 32.64 cents per
call average.

However, despite BTC’s
charge being higher, URCA
said it had no basis to reject
it on grounds that it was
unreasonable, excessive or
anti-competitive.

Wholesale charges of
29.75 cents per director
inquiry call have already
been approved, and the
Bahamian communications
sector regulator said BTC’s
proposed retail charge -
which will be paid by
Bahamian consumers -
would give it a 5.25 cent
margin and 17.65 per cent
mark-up on the wholesale
fee.

“URCA understands that
the 17.65 per cent mark-up
represents BTC’s estimate
of an appropriate retail mar-
gin to cover its downstream
costs of providing the ser-
vice on a retail basis,” the
regulator said.

“BTC has not provided
URCA with detailed justifi-
cation or evidence to sup-
port its proposed mark-up,
but asserts that the mark-up
is appropriate relative to the
wholesale charge.”

URCA added that it was

“minded to approve” BTC’s
application, provided it pro-
vided residential and busi-
ness fixed-line customers
with three free directory
inquiry calls per month. This,
it added, would brinsg BTC
into line with established
practice around the world.

The 35 cent per call charge
would only kick-in after the
third call, while calls to direc-
tory inquiries from public
payphones would be free on
the grounds that directories
were not always available at
these facilities.

URCA added, though,
that all cellular customers
would pay the 35 cents tar-
iff per call, and receive no
free calls to directory
inquiries.

The regulator said there
was no evidence to show
BTC’s proposed charge
would “result in a margin
squeeze or predatory pric-
ing” on an efficient rival.
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BTC LANDLINE FAULTS
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Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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INVESTORS on Wall Street
and around the world sold
stocks with abandon Thursday,
more convinced than ever that
a global recession is under way.
The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age lost almost 400 points.

The sell-off began in Asia,
intensified in Europe and rat-
tled markets in the United
States all day. Stocks in New
York staged a small rally before
the end of trading but still fin-
ished near their lows for the
year.

One financial indicator after
another showed that investors
are quickly losing hope that the
economy can keep growing.
The price of oil and metals,
both of which depend on eco-
nomic demand, fell sharply.
Traders bought bonds for safe-
ty.

FedEx, a company that ships
so many goods it is considered a
barometer of the U.S. econo-
my, had to lower its earnings
forecast for the year because
its customers are putting off
purchases of electronics and
other gadgets from China.

The Dow fell 391.01 points,
or 3.5 percent, and closed at
10,733.83. The selling was not
just steep but broad: Nineteen
stocks on the New York Stock
Exchange fell for every one that
rose. At one point, the Dow
was down more than 500
points.

"Markets rely on confidence
and certainty. Right now there
is neither," said John Canally,
an economic strategist at LPL
Financial, an investment firm
in Boston.

It was the second consecu-
tive rout in the stock market
since the Federal Reserve
announced a change in strategy
for fighting the economic slow-
down — a bid to lower long-
term interest rates and get peo-
ple and companies to spend
more money.

Economic news was bad
around the world. A closely
watched survey in Europe indi-
cated a recession could be on
the way there, and a manufac-
turing survey suggested a slow-
down in China, which has been
one of the hottest economies.

"The probability of going
back into recession is higher

now than at any point in the
recovery," said Tim Quinlan,
an economist at Wells Fargo.
He put his odds of a recession
at 35 percent, the highest yet.

Christine Lagarde, the head
of the International Monetary
Fund, said the world economy
was "entering a dangerous
phase." She told an annual
meeting of the IMF and World
Bank that nations need credible
plans to get their debt under
control.

In the United States,
investors poured money into
American government debt,
which they see as less risky than
stocks even as the nation wres-
tles with how to tame its long-
term budget problems.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury note hit 1.71 percent
— the lowest since the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis start-
ed keeping daily records half a
century ago. It was 3.66 percent
as recently as February, when
the economic forecast was
brighter.

Yields fall as investors buy
bonds and send their prices
higher. Small yields are a sign
that investors are just looking
for a safe place to park their
cash.

"They want to get their mon-
ey back," said Guy LeBas, chief
fixed income strategist at Jan-
ney Capital Markets. "How
much they earn is secondary."

The Dow almost matched its
lowest close of the year, 10,719
on Aug. 10. The stock market
was seized by volatility last
month, and at one point strung
together four consecutive days
of 400-point moves up or down.

In a sign of what a rocky year
it has been for the stock mar-
ket, Thursday's decline isn't
even close to the biggest in
2011. The Dow fell 634 points
on Aug. 8, 519 points on Aug.
10 and 512 points on Aug. 4.

It would have to fall 485
more points to reach the tradi-
tional definition of a bear mar-
ket — a 20 percent decline from
the market's peak since the

financial meltdown in 2008.
That peak was in April.

The Standard & Poor's 500
index, a broader measure of the
stock market, and the Nasdaq
composite, which is more heav-
ily weighted with technology
stocks, both fell more than 3
percent for the day.

To get the economy going,
President Barack Obama has
proposed a $447 billion package
of tax cuts, public works pro-
jects and benefits for the unem-
ployed, but it is far from clear
that it can pass the Republican-
controlled House.

While the market was falling
Thursday, the president stood
in front of an aging bridge that
connects Ohio and Kentucky.
He exhorted Republicans:
"Help us put this country back
to work. Pass this jobs bill right
away."

Top Republicans in Congress
accused Obama of trying to
score political points. If Con-
gress fails to pass the jobs bill, it
would leave the Fed action this
week as the only major new ini-
tiative to jolt the economy back
to life.

NEW YORK
Associated Press

Discover Card users used
their plastic more often dur-
ing the summer, with higher
gas prices adding to increased
pursuit of the card's cash-back
rewards.

The increased use, com-
bined with better payment
habits, helped Discover
Financial Services fiscal third-
quarter profit more than dou-
ble.

The Riverwoods, Ill.-based
credit card company's results
solidly beat Wall Street
expectations, which buoyed
its stock while the broader
markets plunged as fears
mounted over the health of
the global economy.

Discover shares fell 9 cents,
to close at $25.25.

The company reported net
income attributable to com-
mon shareholders soared to
$642 million, or $1.18 per
share, for the three months
ended Aug. 31. That was up
from $258 million, or 47 cents
per share, in the year-ago
quarter.

Revenue rose 5 percent to
$1.79 billion from $1.71 bil-
lion last year.

Analysts, on average, were
expecting profit of 96 cents
per share, on revenue of $1.77
billion, according to a survey
by FactSet.

Higher gas prices helped
push sales volume on Discov-
er cards up 9 percent to $26.3
billion for the quarter. The
average price per gallon dur-
ing the June to August period
was $3.648 per gallon, up
from $2.729 the prior year,
according to auto club AAA,
Wright Express and Oil Price
Information Service.

CEO David Nelms said gas
purchases make up about 10
percent of sales, and the high-
er prices contributed about 2
percent of year-over-year
growth. While he suspects
that some customers have
substituted spending on gas
for other purchases, Nelms
said the company has had dif-
ficulty measuring any shift.
"The trick is, you don't know
what people otherwise would
have spent," he said in an
interview.

There was a slowdown in
spending in late August, when
Hurricane Irene hit the East
Coast, but Nelms said early
results from September
showed spending recovering.

Nelms also said customers
are keeping their accounts
open longer. 

"We are seeing attrition
rates that are the lowest we
have seen in over 10 years in
our card member base," he
said during a conference call
to discuss the results. "We are
doing a pretty good job of
hanging onto our customers."

One reason for the reduced
customer loss is less competi-
tion. That can be attributed
in part to a law that took
effect at the beginning of 2010
that restricts how quickly and
how frequently card compa-
nies can raise rates. The rules
make it "harder for competi-
tors to come in and steal cus-
tomers," the CEO said dur-
ing the interview.

Discover does not reveal
the number of cards its cus-
tomers have outstanding, but
said new customers also con-
tributed to the quarter's
growth. Heavier marketing,
sponsorship and the appeal
of its cash back rewards pro-
gram are also attracting new

customers, Nelms said. An
increased number of mer-
chants that accept Discover
cards — up 7 percent from
last year — also helped boost
spending.

Nelms said that as more
stores accept Discover, sales
improve even at stores that
were already part of the net-
work, because customers are
more used to pulling that card
out of their wallet. 

The number of customers
using their Discover cards at
least 15 times per month has
increased as the number of
locations it is accepted has
grown, he said. "Small mer-
chants, some of whom didn't
take the cards in the past, are
increasingly taking the card,
and our customers can use us
for everything. That helps our
sales."

The higher usage was
spelled out in figures that
showed the volume of pur-
chases its networks processed,
including Discover, Diners
Club International and its
Pulse debit card network, rose
13 percent to $71.89 billion.
Revenue from transaction
processing rose 10 percent to
$44 billion.

The balances customers
carried on cards rose 2 per-
cent, the first such increase
since the spring of 2009. Yet
the company says it also sees
more customers paying their
balances off each month.

Discover also sharply cut
its provision for loan losses,
or the money it sets aside to
cover unpaid balances, to
$100 million, from $713 mil-
lion last year.

It was able to do so because
late payments fell to an all-
time low, dropping to 2.43
percent of balances on an

annualized basis. That's down
from 4.39 percent in the third
quarter of 2010, and less than
half the all-time high delin-
quency rate of 5.6 percent in
the fourth quarter of 2009.

The rate of defaults, or
charge-offs, also dropped by
half, to $440 million, or 3.85
percent of balances, from
$875 million, or 7.73 percent
of balances, a year ago.

Nelms attributed the
improvements to the fact that
those customers who didn't
default during the height of
the recession are increasingly

reducing their debt.
As a result of the improved

payment behavior, Discover
released $365 million from its
reserves set aside to cover bad
loans.

The reserve release helped
drive earnings higher, but
Sterne, Agee analyst Henry
Coffey said investors should
focus on the increased spend-
ing and higher balances cus-
tomers are carrying. "That's
what drives the business for-
ward," he said, adding that
Discover turned in "an amaz-
ing quarter."

Discover also got a boost
from increased interest pay-
ments related to its growing
student loan business. It
added $3.1 billion in student
loans through acquisition dur-
ing the period. 

That was partially offset by
the sale of $1.5 billion in fed-
eral student loans, a part of
the business that Discover is
exiting.

Discover last year bought
The Student Loan Corp. from
Citigroup Inc., and has tar-
geted the private student loan
market as a growth area.
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HIGHER GAS PRICES ADDING TO INCREASED PURSUIT OF CARD'S REWARDS

STEVE WHEELOCK holds up his Discover Card in San Francisco. Discover Financial Services said Thurs-
day, its third-quarter profit more than doubled as its customers used their cards more and late payments
reached a new low. (AP)

A PAIR of specialists work at their posts on the floor of the New
York Stock Exchange recently. (AP)
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NEW YORK
Associated Press

OIL PRICES fell more
than 6 percent Thursday as
gloomy data showed a world
economy at risk of slipping
into recession.

Bad news emerged from
around the globe. A closely
watched survey in Europe
indicated a recession could
be on the horizon, and a
manufacturing survey sug-
gested a slowdown in Chi-
na, which has been one of
the hottest economies.
Prices for stocks and other
commodities also plunged.

When the economy slows,
so does demand for oil.

Oil has dropped 29 per-
cent from a three-year high
of $113.93 a barrel on April
29. The price has come
down because high unem-
ployment, weak consumer
confidence and expensive
gasoline have slowed
demand.

The Federal Reserve on
Wednesday said U.S. eco-
nomic growth is slow, and
that labor markets and
household spending could
stay weak.

The central bank
announced a plan to push

long-term interest rates low-
er — in an effort to stimu-
late spending by consumers
and businesses — but
investors said it would have
only minimal impact
because interest rates are
already near record lows.

"This is just sudden and
strong confirmation that the
economy is not improving,"
said Michael Lynch, presi-
dent of Strategic Energy &
Economic Research. "Ener-
gy demand is going to be
very poor."

The departing chief econ-
omist of the European Cen-
tral Bank issued a rare pub-
lic warning that heavy gov-
ernment debt threatened the
euro. Juergen Stark is
resigning before the end of
his term amid talk that he is
unhappy with the way the
eurozone is handling its
banking crisis.

Benchmark crude on
Thursday plunged $5.41, or
6.3 percent, to end the day
at $80.51 per barrel in New
York. Oil finished at the
lowest point since Aug. 9.
Brent crude, which is used
to price oil that's produced
in foreign countries, fell
$4.87, or 4.4 percent, to end
at $105.49 in London.

The belief that global
growth is slowing is also
pushing down stocks, met-
als and fuels made from
crude.

"This is part of a huge
sweeping wave of deflation
that's hitting every major
asset," said Tom Kloza, pub-
lisher and chief oil analyst
at Oil Price Information Ser-
vice.

But at over $80 a barrel,
oil remains nearly $6 more
expensive that at this time
last year. That can hurt con-
sumers' wallets and corpo-
rate profits since crude is
used to make everything
from gasoline and heating
oil to golf balls and perfume.

In other energy trading,
heating oil fell 8.57 cents, or
2.9 percent, to finish at
$2.8485 per gallon, and gaso-
line futures slipped 10.65
cents, or 4 percent, to end
at $2.56 per gallon. Natural
gas lost 2.5 cents to end at
$3.705 per 1,000 cubic feet.

At the pump, the national
average for gasoline fell a
penny to $3.56 a gallon.
That's down 42 cents from
this year's peak of $3.98 on
May 5. But it's still 84 cents
higher than at this time last
year.

OIL FALLS SHARPLY 
AFTER GLOOMY DATA
ON WORLD ECONOMY
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LOS ANGELES
Associated Press

America's economic woes
don't appear to be hurting
philanthropist Bill Gates, who
tops Forbes' list of the 400
richest Americans for the 18th
year in a row.

The magazine said
Wednesday that the Microsoft
co-founder's wealth amounts
to $59 billion, ranking him
ahead of all the other billion-
aires who make up this year's
list.

Gates' fortune swelled by
$5 billion from a year ago,
outpacing the No. 2 on the
list, Warren Buffett, whose
net worth is $39 billion,
Forbes said.

Buffett, who wrote in a
recent piece for The New
York Times that the tax rate
he paid last year was lower
than that paid by any of the
other 20 people working for
him in his office, was the only
person among the top 20 on
Forbes' list to see his fortune
shrink from a year ago.

The Berkshire Hathaway
Inc. chairman and CEO's for-
tune decreased by $6 billion
— the largest dollar-amount
loss by anyone on the Forbes
400 this year, the magazine
said.

Oracle CEO Larry Ellison

rounds out the top three rich-
est Americans with a net
worth of $33 billion, $6 bil-
lion more than last year.

Financier George Soros
took seventh place, his first
time among the top 10.
Forbes estimates his wealth
at $22 billion.

Three members of the Wal-
ton family, descendants of
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. founder
Sam Walton, also are among
the top 10 wealthiest Ameri-
cans this year. Rounding out
the top 10 are Sheldon Adel-
son, CEO of casino developer
and operator Las Vegas
Sands Corp., and the oil bil-
lionaire brothers Charles and
David Koch.

Forbes said the combined
wealth of the 400 people on
this year's list is $1.5 trillion,
with an average net worth of
$3.8 billion. That amounts to a
12 percent increase from last
year.

Some 262 people on the list
saw their fortunes grow, while
72 saw a decline, the maga-
zine said.

This year, entrepreneurs
dominate the list at an all-
time high of 70 percent,
Forbes said.

All told, 18 people made it
to the Forbes 400 for the first
time this year, including Nap-
ster co-founder Sean Parker,

who ranked 200th, and John
Henry, majority owner of the
Boston Red Sox and Liver-
pool FC, at No. 375.

Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg was the biggest
dollar gainer on the list, with a
net worth of $17.5 billion that
earned him the No. 14 spot.

There were 42 women on
the list, including media
mogul Oprah Winfrey at No.
139, with a net worth of $2.7
billion.

The top 10 people on this
year's Forbes 400 list are:

Bill Gates, $59 billion

Warren Buffett, $39 billion

Larry Ellison, $33 billion

Charles Koch, $25 billion
and David Koch, $25 billion.
(TIE)

Christy Walton & family,
$24.5 billion

George Soros, $22 billion

Sheldon Adelson, $21.5 bil-
lion

Jim Walton, $21.1 billion

Alice Walton, $20.9 billion

BILL GATES TOPS FORBES LIST OF RICHEST AMERICANS

TORONTO 
Associated Press

British Prime Minister David Cameron joined Canada's prime
minister in issuing dark warnings about the global economy, say-
ing Eurozone countries must act swiftly to resolve the crisis and
make Europe's banks stronger.

Cameron said in an address to the Canadian Parliament Thurs-
day that the world is not quite staring down the barrel, but the pat-
tern is clear. He says growth in Europe and the U.S. has stalled. He
says the problems in Europe are so big they threaten the stability
of the world economy. Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper,
speaking before Cameron, warned of the "devastating conse-
quences" of a return to a global recession if no action is taken.

Canadian Finance Minister Jim Flaherty also warned Thursday
of a repeat of the October 2008 recession if action is not taken.

CAMERON WARNS ABOUT GLOBAL ECONOMY

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER David Cameron. (AP)



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

For half his life, Raymond
Tucker has been repre-
senting the Bahamas as a
member of the national

team at the Central American and
Caribbean Bodybuilding and Pow-
erlifting Championships.

And out of those 25 years, the 50-
year-old Tucker has either won a
medal as an individual or as a mixed
pair team in every championship
except for his maiden voyage to
Curacao in 1984.

Tucker, who has amassed a total
of 15 gold, 10 silver and 10 bronze
medals in that span, is part of an 11-
member Bahamas Bodybuilding and
Fitness Federation team that is in
El Salvador for this weekend’s CAC
Championships.

The other members of the team
are Grand Bahamians Dominique
Wilkinson and Naomi Fattal (Body
Fitness), Miranda Stuart, CJ Hilton
and Charnice Bain (all in fitness),
Grand Bahamian Tamika Stubbs
(lightweight), Lorraine LaFleur-
Fowler (heavyweight), Grand
Bahamian Robert Harris (heavy-
weight), Mark Dean (light heavy)
and Lynden Fowler (bantamweight).

At the last championships in Aru-
ba, Tucker was one of the few com-
petitors to win a medal. He said
there’s always a lot of pressure on
him to succeed.

“The country is expecting so much
from me, but I’m just going to give it
my best shot,” Tucker stated on the
eve of the team’s departure on Tues-
day. 

“I know I look better than I did
last year. I picked up a bronze last
year and this time, I’m going to see if
I can do a little better, maybe a silver
or gold. I know the Bahamian pub-
lic is behind me, so I’m going to give
it my best shot. It’s been a hard
fought battle to get where I’m at,

but to God be the glory, I’m satis-
fied.”

Tucker, the senior member of the
team, said he knows that his team-
mates will also be looking for him to
guide them along and he hopes to do
that.

“The federation has been good to
me,” Tucker said. “They have put
their trust in me, allowing me to
compete all these years. So I owe

homage to God for giving me the
strength and to the federation for
believing in me.”

Competing in the welterweight
division, the masters and teaming
up with Stubbs in the mixed pairs - a
combination that struck bronze last
year - Tucker said he knows that he
will have his hands full this week-
end.

“With God, all things are possi-

ble,” he said. “I’m going to take
advantage of whatever comes my
way. Whatever loophole that needs
to be filled, I will try to fill it. I know
in addition to my individual cate-
gories, I’m looking forward to com-
peting with Tammy Stubbs. She has
improved since last year in her body
and I’ve shown some improvement
in mine. So hopefully we can dance
our way to victory.”

Once again, the overall male and
female winners will be awarded their
professional card. But for the first
time this year, the organisers also
intend to also present a pro card to a
deserving competitor at the end of
the competition.

If it was 10 years ago, Tucker said
he would have been concerned
about achieving his pro status. But at
this stage and age, he will just settle
for winning another medal or two.

“The pro status has eluded me
because of my commitment to fam-
ily, my commitment to my job and
just not being able to be the big man
in the middle,” he said.

“Most of the time, it’s usually the
heavyweight or light heavyweight
that wins the pro card. Very rarely
do they allow a man of my category
to win it. But at this stage of the
game and at my age, it’s a little
impossible.”

As a personal physical fitness
instructor, in addition to working at
the Bahamas Electricity Corpora-
tion (BEC), Tucker said he’s con-
tented with what he has achieved in
the sport.

But whenever he has the oppor-
tunity to represent the country, he
said he is willing to step out on stage
and do what he has enjoyed for the
past 25 years.
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By JONATHAN BETHEL
Special to The Tribune

IT HAS been two years since Nia-
gara College dipped into coach
Geno Bullard’s No Bull Basketball
Club’s pool of talented athletes. 

But this summer, Niagara College
men’s basketball coach Steve Atkin
returned to New Providence and
found gold in 18-year-old Marako
‘K.O.’ Lundy.

Lundy – a six foot, four inch guard
from Westminster College in Nassau
– has been granted an athletic schol-
arship to attend Niagara College and
help the Knights improve their
Ontario Colleges Athletic Associa-
tion (OCAA) record of 11-7 from
last season.

Lundy is a product of Bullard’s
No Bull Basketball Club which pro-
duced current Niagara College play-
er Rashad ‘Gonzo’ Morley and for-
mer Knights players Calvin White
and Larry Smith.

Bullard is a well-known coach in
the Bahamas and is known not only
for his coaching abilities, but also
for his mentorship of young boys,
helping them become men.

Atkin has had his eye on Lundy
for a while and is “overjoyed” to
have him on board on the Niagara
College basketball team.

“I have known Marako for three
years, since he was 15 years old. He
was also six or eight inches shorter.
Now he’s about 6-3 or 6-4 and is a
natural scorer, who sees the floor
very well, along with his passing and
ball-handling skills. We would like
him to come in and fill in the two or

three positions for our team and
hope he will fit into our Canadian
system as smooth as possible.”

While Atkin thinks highly of
Marako, few offer better words
about Lundy than the man who
helped him achieve his success in
basketball, Bullard.

“I have known Marako for about
five years. Coaches have been asking
about him since he was in Grade 10,
and he has developed tremendously
since that time. He is a hard worker
who takes responsibility and chal-
lenges personally,” says Bullard.

“Guys in the No Bull programme
are very knowledgeable and are pre-
pared for challenges abroad. Our

programme takes trips to various
parts of the world, such as Cuba,
Canada and the United States, play-
ing against high levels of competi-
tion, so there is no doubt that
Marako is ready for this level of
play.”

“I’m very excited about being in
Niagara,” says Lundy. “Coming
from the Bahamas, it’s a different
ball game so it will be interesting to
learn a new system, and a new play
of basketball and earn a higher lev-
el of education.”

Lundy is excited about the transi-
tion.

“I’m very coachable, and the fans
can expect a man and not a boy this

season, a team player, role model
and future leader,” he added. 

Lundy has set his goals high. “My
goals, before I graduate, are to make
good grades, because academics are
important to me, to make the team
better and help them win a champi-
onship, and lastly, to make myself
better as a man so I could be suc-
cessful in the future.”

Lundy is in the Culinary Studies
programme at Niagara College after
graduating with a 3.5 grade point
average in high school. 

He is also a skilled basketball
player, having averaged about 30
points a game for Westminster Col-
lege.

MARAKO GETS SCHOLARSHIP TO PLAY WITH NIAGARA COLLEGE KNIGHTS 

Tucker leads Team Bahamas
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CAC Bodybuilding and Powerlifting 
contest in El Salvador this weekend 

TEAM LEADER: Veteran bodybuilder Raymond Tucker talks to the media at the gym.

SCHOLARSHIP: Marako Lundy has been granted an athletic scholarship to attend Niagara College.

                 



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

IT HAS been quite a while
since Bob Brown or Chris
McQueen have displayed
their skills in powerlifting.
With so many of the veteran
competitors not competing,
the duo decided to make a
comeback.

The Bahamas Powerlifting
Federation is slated to host
its 38th National Powerlifting
Championships at L W
Young Junior High School
starting 10am Saturday (Octo-
ber 1). 

Competing for the first time
since 1999 when he partici-
pated in the World Champi-
onships, Brown said he wants
to prove that he still has the
stamina and strength to push
the weights.

“This is my last one,” said
Brown, who admitted that he
will officially retire this year.
“I’m just coming back to
break my own record.”

He has the mark of 440
pounds in the bench, which
he intends to increase by at
least 10 pounds.

“I already have the record
in three divisions, so I’m not
going to try and kill myself
out,” said Brown, who admit-
ted that it will be a challenge
to get back on stage.

With a meet on the horizon
in Florida in a couple of

months, Brown said he
intends to use the champi-
onships as a measuring stick
to see how well he can com-
pete on the international
scene.

For McQueen, the last
powerlifting competition he
participated in was about sev-
en years ago. He has even
taken a break from entering
the stage as a bodybuilder.

“I’m still feeling good,” he
said as he prepares for his
return. “Powerlifting is where
I started, so I just want to give
it another shot and to see
where I’m at.”

With just three months in
training, McQueen said he’s
eager to get back out and
compete again.

“I’m just going to go out
there and have some fun like
always,” he said. “I want to
see where the competition is
in my age category.”

McQueen is currently
benching 350 pounds, 520 in
deadlift and squatting about
560 in the middleweight.

“I would love to have some
competition to push me,” he
stated. “But if there’s no com-
petition, I’m just going to sit
around and try to motivate
myself.”

And, expect to see some
new faces in the competition
like 14-year-old David Dean.
The five foot, seven inch 10th
grader at R M Bailey said he’s
looking forward to making his

debut. “I want to win,” said
Dean, who anticipates that he
will need to bench at least 245

or better to succeed. “I’ve
been working hard and just
waiting to compete.”

John Mills, one of the vet-
eran competitors who will be
on the sideline working with
the organisation of the event,
said he has quite a number of
competitors training in the
gym.

“Most of the competitors
are young,” he said. “We
don’t have no big lifters. It’s
just a matter of getting them
familiar with the lifts and get-
ting a feel for the competi-
tion.”

Mills said the majority of
the competitors he’s working
with are high school students
between the ages of 14 and
17 but he is confident that
they will put on a show for
the public at the champi-
onships.

Trying
“We’re trying to see if we

can get some of the kids who
come in and are training for
track and field to compete,”
he said. “But they don’t see
the value of getting into pow-

erlifting.
“Powerlifting is a stepping

stone for any and every sport.
So we are trying to encour-
age them to come into the
gym and get their workout in.
Most of our athletes are the
smallest out there competing,
so we are trying to get them
to do more weightlifting to
bulk up a bit.”

Even if they don’t stick with
it, Mills said it would be nice
to see some of these athletes
take the time out to go on
stage and compete in at least
one powerlifting competition.
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POWERLIFTING FEDERATION TO HOST NATIONAL CHAMPS.

BOB BROWN (top) and Chris McQueen (above) are expected to display their powerlifting skills in the 38th National Powerlifting Championships
at L W Young Junior High School on Saturday.

DAVID DEAN trains for the Bahamas Powerlifting Federation’s 38th National Powerlifting Championships.
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

BAHAMIAN baseball fans
took their celebration for
Antoan Richardson on the
road with the help of the
national flag carrier. 

A contingent of family,
friends, fans and well- wishers
gathered at Sun Life Stadium
this week as Richardson and
the Braves took on the Flori-
da Marlins in a three-game
series.

The Braves took just one
game in the series, but the
three-day event turned out to
be a significant one for the
Bahamas’ latest Major
League Baseball entrant.

In game one of the series
(September 19), the Braves
lost 6-5 due to a walk-off
home run by Marlins second
baseman Omar Infante. How-
ever, it included a milestone
moment for Richardson.

In the seventh inning,
Richardson was called in to
pinch run for reserve third
baseman Brooks Conrad.

Chipper Jones hit a line dri-
ve toward Infante which he
mishandled for an error,
allowing Richardson to score
and the veteran slugger to
reach safely at first base.

It was the second run for
Richardson in his nine game
MLB career thus far. 

His first score came Sep-
tember 9 on the road against
the St Louis Cardinals.

In the second game of the
series, fellow rookie Randall
Delgado earned the only win
for the Braves in the series in
a 4-0 shutout win for Atlanta.

Richardson again appeared
late in the game in a pinch
running role, this time for first
baseman Eric Hinske.

In game three, the Braves
line-up was dominated by
Marlins pitcher Javier
Vazquez who allowed just
two hits in the Marlins 4-0 win
Wednesday night.

Richardson did not make

an appearance.
The Braves held a 10.5

game lead over the Cardinals
for the National League Wild
Card as recently as August
25. However, with the most
recent pair of losses, their lead
has collapsed to just 1.5
games.

Bahamasair, in conjunction
with the Bahamas Baseball
Federation, created the pack-
age which included airfare,
car and hotel arrangements
and an opportunity for free

tickets to watch the Braves’
three-game series.

BBF president Craig Kemp
called Richardson the first of
a “new generation” of base-
ball players who will make
their presence felt on the
international scene at the
Major League level.

"Ed Armbrister was one of
our last Major League Base-
ball players. He actually made
it into the Major Leagues at a
time when baseball in the
Bahamas was on the decline,"

he said.
“We have a lot of good

players who are in the
pipelines. 

“This is just the beginning
for many young Bahamian
players to be seen in the very

near future.”
Albert Cartwright and Sean

Albury are currently in the
Minor League system with
the Philadelphia Phillies and
Milwaukee Brewers organi-
sations respectively.

JOHN’S Buccaneers and Proper
Care Pool Lady Sharks pulled off big
victories in New Providence Softball
Association regular season action at
Banker’s Field, Baillou Hills Sport-
ing Complex, on Tuesday night.

In the men’s feature contest, the
Buccaneers stunned the Island Luck
Truckers 12-8 while in the women’s
opener, the Lady Sharks out-slugged
the Sigma Brackettes 19-12. 

Here’s a summary of the games
played:

BBuuccccaanneeeerrss 1122,, TTrruucckkeerrss 88:: John’s
came up with two big innings in the
fifth and sixth, scoring five and four
runs respectively to hold off Island
Luck.

Michael Thompson led the potent
offensive attack with a 3-for-4 night
with two runs batted in (RBI) and two
runs scored and Angelo Dillet was 2-

for-4 with two runs.
Also, Lamar Watkins was 1-for-5,

Eric Johnson was 1-for-4 with a RBI
and two runs, Tereco Bain was 1-for-
1 with two RBI and a run scored and
Timothy Clarke was 1-for-4 with a
RBI and run scored. Cardinal Gilbert
scored three runs.

Deon Whyte got the win on a four-
hitter with three walks and two strike
outs in the first five innings. Culbert
‘Buster’ Evans came in relief to give
up six hits with two walks and as many
strike outs in the final two innings.

Leroy Thompson got the loss on
seven hits with three walks and a
strike out in the last two innings in
relief of starter Anton Gibson, who
gave up five hits with two strike outs

and a walk in the first four innings.
Marvin ‘Tougie’ Wood was a per-

fect 3-for-3 with two runs, Van ‘Lil
Joe’ Johnson 2-for-4 with a RBI and
three runs, Jamal ‘Sarge’ Johnson 2-
for-4 with a RBI and run scored and
Ramon ‘Shaky’ Johnson 2-for-4 with a
RBI and run scored for the Truckers.

LLaaddyy SShhaarrkkss 1199,, BBrraacckkeetttteess 1122::
Sharnelle Symonette enjoyed a per-
fect 4-for-4 night with four runs scored
and Kareem Miller was 4-for-5 with
three RBI and three runs in leading
Proper Care to another impressive
win.

Trekia Munroe also had a big game,
going 3-for-4 with four RBI and two
runs scored. Kelly Smith and Kenyoka
Ingraham were both 2-for-5 with a
run scored, Thela Johnson 1-for-2 with
three runs and Vonetta Nairn 1-for-2
with a run scored.

Alexandria Taylor came in relief in
the third and gave up four hits with as
many walks and a strike out for the
win. Thela Johnson gave up five hits
with seven walks and two strike outs in
the first two and a quarter innings.

Zella Symonette was 2-for-3 with a
RBI and two runs, Latonia Bowleg
was 1-for-4 with three RBI and two
runs scored, Theota Williams 3-for-5
with a RBI, Raquel Smith 1-for-3 with
three runs and Krystal Delancy 1-for-
3 with a RBI in the loss.

Ernestine Stubbs went the distance,
giving up 21 hits with seven walks and
four strike outs in a losing effort on
the mound.

TToonniigghhtt’’ss sscchheedduullee
7pm – Bommer George vs Black

Scorpions (L)
8:30pm – Island Luck Truckers vs

New Breed (M)
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VVOOLLLLEEYYBBAALLLL
NNPPVVAA AACCTTIIOONN
THE New Providence Vol-

leyball Association continued
games at D W Davis Gymna-
sium Wednesday night.

In the women’s affair, the
Lady Techs took four sets to
defeat the College of the
Bahamas Lady Caribs 25-14,
25-13, 18-25 and 25-17. Nico-
lette Campbell secured nine
points in the win. However,
Keneisha Thompson led the
Lady Caribs and all scorers
with 19 points in a losing
effort.

In the men’s match, the
Intruders jumped on the
youthful Saints 25-18, 25-22
before one-man band Prince
Wilson would change into his
regular clothes. 

The Saints, taking full
advantage, came back and
won the next two sets 26-24
and 27-25. With their backs
against the wall, Wilson once
again suited up for the Intrud-
ers and helped pull off a much
needed 15-13 victory to secure
the fifth set and game over
the Saints. 

Kurtwood Greene Jr and
Rajahl Moxey were leaders
for the Saints.

NPVA action is slated to
continue today with the fol-
lowing games on tap:

7:30pm – Cougars vs Lady
Titans

9pm – Technicians vs
Intruders

BBOOXXIINNGG
AAMMAATTEEUURR 
TTEEAAMM IINN BBAAKKUU
THE Amateur Boxing

Association of the Bahamas’
two-member team of Carl
Hield and Valentino Knowles
left their training site and are
heading to the 2011 AIBA
World Boxing Champi-
onships.

The team, coached by
Andre and Floyd Seymour,
should arrive today for the
championships, which is
scheduled to get underway
Monday and run through
October 8 at Heydar Aliyev
Sports and Exhibition Com-
plex in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The championships, featur-
ing 685 boxers from 127 coun-
tries, serve as a qualifier for
the 2012 Olympic Games in
London, England.

NNPPCCAA AACCTTIIOONN
THE New Providence

Cycling Association is sched-
uled to hold its Family Fun
Ride and Cycling Show Sun-
day. 

The event will be held for
two hours. Last year, the
Thompson family brought a
six-member team out that
rode a total of 10 miles. They
received a gift certificate from
KFC.

SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL
BBSSCC MMEEEETTIINNGG
THE Baptist Sports Coun-

cil is scheduled to hold a
meeting Saturday at the
Bahamas Baptist College,
Jean Street, for all churches
interested in participating in
the 2011 Bishop Neil C Ellis
Softball Classic.

The classic is tentatively set
to start at the Baillou Hills
Sporting Complex on Octo-
ber 1. It will feature competi-
tion in the 19-and-under, co-
ed and men’s divisions. There
is a registration fee per team
in each division.

Also during the meeting,
plans will be disclosed for the
2011 Rev Enoch Backford
Track and Field Classic. The
classic is set for October 22
at Thomas A Robinson Track
and Field Stadium.

SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL//
TTRRAACCKK
BBSSCC AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS
THE Baptist Sports Coun-

cil has announced the dates
for the final two events on its
sporting calendar. The 2011
Bishop Neil C. Ellis Softball
Classic is scheduled to start

on Saturday, October 1 at the
Baillou Hills Sporting Com-
plex. It will feature competi-
tion in the men, co-ed and 19-
and-under divisions. And the
Rev Enoch Backford Track
and Field Classic will follow
on Saturday, October 22, at
the Thomas A Robinson
Track and Field Stadium.  

Persons interested in more
details are asked to contact
league president Brent Stubbs
at stubbobs@gmail.com or
secretary Jonique Webb at
joniquewebb@hotmail.com

CCOONNCCHHMMAANN 
THE 25th annual Conch-

man Triathlon is scheduled
for Saturday, November 5 in
Freeport, Grand Bahama. It
will comprise of a one-kilo-
metre swim, a 25k bike ride
and a 5k run.

Interested persons can reg-
ister by logging onto the Face-
book Event Page, e-mail
organiser Bert Bell at bert-
bell@coralwave.com or call-
ing him at 727-5886 or 727-
5381.

TTRRIIAATTHHLLOONN AALLLL SSEETT
THE UWC Triathlon is

scheduled for 7:30am Sunday,
September 25, starting at the
Clifton Heritage Park. The
sprint triathlon will comprise
of a 750m swim, 20 kilometre
bike ride and a 5km run. The
registration deadline has
passed.

SPORTS
INBRIEF

THE New Providence
Oldtimers Softball Associa-
tion continued its regular
season action over the
weekend with three games
played at the Archdeacon
William Thompson Softball
Park, Southern Recreation
Grounds.

Here’s a summary of the
games played:

CCaabbiinneett WWoorrlldd 2277,,
WWiilllliiaamm CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn JJeettss
77:: Raymond Rolle had a
perfect 6-for-6 day with four
RBI and five runs scored to
lead the offensive attack.

Stephen Robinson was 4-
for-5 with two RBI and
three runs, Gary Hanna was
3-for-4 with four RBI and
six runs and both Troy Bod-
ie and Keith Richards were
3-for-5 with a RBI and
three runs.

Val Munroe got the win
and Danny Stubbs was
tagged with the loss.

Stubbs helped his own
cause by going 2-for-4 with
two RBI and two runs, Jeff
Francis was 2-for-3 with
three RBI and two runs,
Sewlyn McKenzie 2-for-3
with a run scored and
Warfield Bain 1-for-3 with
four RBI and two runs.

Both Francis and Bain
had a home run.

CCoommppuutteerr TTeecchhnniicciiaannss
1188,, DDaa BBooyyzz 88:: Herbert
Arnette went 3-for-4 with
two RBI and three runs,
Victor Bain was perfect at
4-for-4 with four RBI and
a run, Charlie Gatiro 2-for-
3 with three runs and Rory
Newbold 2-for-4 with three
RBI and a run scored in the
win.

Keith McIntosh got the
win over Mike Dillette on
the mound.

Chavez Thompson was 2-
for-4 with two RBI and two
runs, Gershylwn Wilkinson
2-for-3 with a RBI and two
runs, Lynden Gaitor 2-for-3
with four RBI and a run
scored and Ashley
Munnings 1-for-3 with a run
scored.

Thompson, Wilkinson
and Gaitor all homered in
the loss.

DDoozzeerr PPrrooss 1155,, LLeevviittaa 55::
Marcus Pratt had a perfect
4-for-4 day with a RBI and
two runs, Godfrey Willie
was 2-for-4 with two RBI
and two runs, Kent Forbes
was perfect at 3-for-3 with
three RBI and as many runs
and Brian Gibson was 2-for-
3 with three RBI and two
runs. Willie had the lone
homer in the game.

Roberto Goodman
picked up the win on the
mound and Dorin Dean
was charged with the loss.

Mitchel Bullard was per-
fect at 2-for-2 with two runs,
Dwight Butler 1-for-2 with
two runs, Alphie Bethel a
perfect 3-for-3 with four
RBI and Greg Burrows 1-
for-3 in a losing effort.

NNPPOOTTSSAA aaccttiioonn iiss
sscchheedduulleedd ttoo rreessuummee SSaattuurr--
ddaayy aanndd ccoonnttiinnuuee oonn SSuunn--
ddaayy wwiitthh aannootthheerr ffuullll ssllaattee
ooff ggaammeess..

Oldtimers 
Softball 

Association

BUCCANEERS, LADY SHARKS PULL OFF BIG VICTORIES
SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL

FAMILY, FRIENDS AND FANS TURN UP IN 
SUPPORT OF OUR VERY OWN MLB STAR

ATLANTA BRAVES’ Chipper Jones (10) follows through before reaching first on an error by Florida Marlins second baseman Omar Infante
to score Antoan Richardson (not seen) in the seventh inning of Monday’s game in Miami. The Marlins defeated the Braves 6-5. (AP)
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