
By SANCHESKA BROWN

DESPITE promising to
restore electricity to all areas
by Monday night, Bahamas
Electricity Customers in New
Providence were still experi-
encing blackouts up to Tues-
day evening.

Arnette Ingraham, public
relations officer, confirmed
that up to press time some
areas were still off. Those
areas include, Carmichael
Road, Baillou Hill Road, Lin-
coln Boulevard, Palmdale and
Skyline Drive.

Mrs Ingraham said the two
units that failed Monday,
causing an island-wide black-
out, have still not been
repaired.

“We are hoping they will
be repaired by tonight but we
cannot say. Currently we are
running on a gap which
means we are asking our big-
ger customers to use their
generators. This is freeing up
electricity for our residential

customers. The problems in
Skyline Drive have nothing
to do with the units being
down but rather we are hav-
ing some challenges in that
area. We expect that problem
to be fixed shortly.”

Mrs Ingraham said the
company is still load shedding
until the units are up and she
cannot promise that services
will not be interrupted Tues-
day night.

Monday night, two BEC
generators failed, disrupting
services to most of the island.
The company issued a state-
ment assuring customers that
services would be restored no
later than 11pm, but this was
not the case. In fact some cus-
tomers did not have service
up to 3am.

Mrs Ingraham said the cor-
poration is making every
effort to minimize the severi-
ty of its generation challenges
on its customers.
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FOR security reasons
police have moved the
funeral of Dion “Emperor”
Knowles out of Fox Hill and
onto Joe Farrington Road.

According to police
sources, Knowles’ funeral
will now be held at Church
of God Auditorium on Joe
Farrington Road at 11am
Saturday. His service was
originally scheduled to be
held at St. Paul’s but police
advised the family to move
the service as the funeral of
Deslin Nicholls was also tak-
ing place at the same time in
Fox Hill.

Nicholls will be buried at

‘EMPEROR’
FUNERAL
MOVED OUT
OF FOX HILL

SEE page six

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

NATIONAL Security
Minister Tommy Turnquest
expects  i t  wil l  become
increasingly difficult to hang
convicted murderers in the
future.

The government plans to
table three pieces of legis-
lation to strengthen the
country’s legal system when
parliament resumes in Octo-
ber.

“A new criminal proce-
dure code,  a  new penal
code, and a new bail act,
they are three pieces of leg-
islation that are expected to

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT: There is a
strong possibility that an oil
tanker docked in waters off the
southern shore of Grand
Bahama could have been
responsible for an oil spill on
Sunday.

It is believed the transfer of
fuel from one vessel to another
may have taken place in waters
off the southern shore of the
island.

According to reports, the oil
tanker Saga Unity, with port of
registry in Majuro, has been
docked in waters off the south-
ern shoreline of Grand Bahama
since Saturday. 

On Tuesday, a local photog-
rapher provided The Tribune

By LAMECH JOHNSON

LESS than 24 hours after
four men accused of murder
and conspiracy were dis-
charged by a magistrate, they
were re-arrested and appeared
in court yesterday in connec-
tion with the same matter.

Seriozha McKenzie, 31,
Merritt Forbes, 26, Kooban
Barr, 26, and Teddy Butler,
24, were arraigned before
Magistrate Jeanine Weech-
Gomez and charged with the
murder of 17-year-old Berkley
Miller. They were also charged
with conspiracy to kill the
teenager.

A Lynden Pindling Estates
resident was arraigned before
Magistrate's Court on two mur-
der charges yesterday morning.

Rolin Alexis, 26, also known
as "PoPo", was charged before
Magistrate Jeanine Weech-
Gomez in Court One, Bank
Lane with the July 21 and May
29 murders of Dessaline
Nicholas and Brentinero Sands. 

Alexis was not allowed to
enter a plea to the two murder
charges as the prosecution
intends to have the case fast
tracked to the Supreme Court
via Voluntary Bills of Indict-
ment expected to be served in
both matters on September 27.

On Thursday, July 21,
Nicholas was gunned down
outside his home on Florida

MAN CHARGED WITH
TWO MURDERS

FOUR CHARGED WITH
MURDER LESS THAN
24 HOURS AFTER
BEING DISCHARGED

OIL TANKER COULD
HAVE CAUSED SPILL

MINISTER EXPECTS
MORE OBSTACLES IN
THE WAY OF HANGING

SEE page six SEE page six SEE page six SEE page six

COURT NEWS

ON SONG: Children sing yesterday during the Fox Hill Day festival, the largest celebration in New Providence after the Boxing Day
and New Year junkanoo parades. • SEE PAGES TWO AND 12
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By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

REGIONAL police chiefs warned
yesterday that there is no “silver bul-
let” to the crime problem.

As the country’s murder rate nears
last year’s record, community based
policing initiatives were said to require
the collective effort of all stakeholders
in order to effectively impact violent
crime.

Commissioners from Jamaica and
the Cayman Islands joined more than
70 police chiefs and high ranking law
enforcement officials from 23
Caribbean countries at the first
Regional Community Based Policing
Conference this week.

The US-sponsored initiative will
provide for the exchange of best prac-
tices and case studies focused on inte-
grating and sustaining community-
based policing in the region.

David Baines, commissioner of the
Royal Cayman Islands Police Service,
said: “There is no silver bullet to this.
It is a collective effort between the
police, the judiciary, and the govern-
ment.”

“All of us share similar problems all
across the Caribbean,” he added,
“namely very tight communities and
quite often a reluctance because of
the tightness of those communities
for people to come forward to give
eyewitness accounts.”

Mr Baines explained that amend-
ments to legislation, which mandated
increased resources to witness pro-
tection and stricter penalties for
offenders, contributed to the 27 per
cent drop in crime compared to last
year.

In the Cayman Islands, possession
of an unlicensed firearm carries a min-
imum ten year sentence.

“It’s important not only for the
police officers that go out daily to risk
their lives and protect their commu-
nities, but you can imagine.”

Mr Baines added: “Officers need
to have the backing of the court and
the judiciary to make sure that level of
commitment is supported by sen-
tencing.”

Last year’s murder count in the
Cayman’s was seven. 

Despite the fact that the murder
toll has never exceeded the eight

recorded in 2008, Mr Baines
explained that the country still had a
significant per capita ranking due to
their small population of under
60,000.

“We don’t always get the judicial
decision we want, but that’s democ-
racy and the rule of law,” he said.
“Quite often we have to educate our
communities that when we take peo-
ple, they go through courts of law and
not courts of justice. So sometimes
people are going to get disappoint-
ed, but we have to keep going at it,
day after day, stepping out and sup-
porting our communities to be as safe
as they can be.”

Jamaica has seen a 33 per cent
decrease in crime over last year and
has slashed its murder count by more
than half, according to Owen Elling-
ton, commissioner of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force. Mr Ellington
said the murder count now stood at
600. The country has a population of
2.8 million.

“The approach we’re taking in
Jamaica,” said Mr Ellington, “is to
hit the gangs, dismantle them, degrade
their capabilities to commit crimes,
and that would show significant reduc-
tions in criminal violence.”

“You address the fear of crime by
going at the root of the problem and
the root of the problem (in Jamaica)
are the gangs.”

He added: “Ordinary citizens in
their communities do not need to kill
each other at the rate that gangs do.
Wherever there are gangs, you will
have conflicts, and whenever you have
conflicts, they will resort to violence,
and when they resort to violence,
you’ll have shootings, stabbings, and
killings. Deal with the gangs and you
can restore confidence to the com-
munities.”

The JCF has secured over 350 part-
nership agreements between the
police and various sectors of society
and strategic plans for the future
include expanding and strengthening
numerous support programmes.

“The idea really is to ensure that
community policing is entrenched in
the strategy of law enforcement going
forward and in the mindset of our
officers,” said Mr Ellington, “and no
individual can overturn that by just
simply having a change of attitude
towards these strategies.”

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

RESIDENTS of Fox Hill
celebrated the annual
Fox Hill Day festival

yesterday, paying homage to
the community’s heritage and
recognising the importance of
passing on it on to the next

generation.

COMMUNITY CELEBRATES FOX HILL DAYPolice chiefs: ‘No silver
bullet to crime problem’

SEE page 12

 



By SANCHESKA BROWN

SEVEN people are being
questioned today in connection
with the gunshots fired at 
a police station in 
Governors Harbour over the
weekend. 

According to police, one
female officer was in the sta-
tion when someone opened fire
on the building early Saturday
morning. 

No one was injured in the
attack. 

The other officer on duty was
on routine patrol.

While police have not sug-
gested a motive for the attack,
sources claim residents are
upset over the relationship
between an officer formerly
attached to the station and a
local woman.

Police found two bullets
inside the station, which had
been fired through a window.

National Security Minister
Tommy Turnquest said police
are conducting a thorough
investigation.

He also assured the public
that the Family Islands are still
safe.

“The Family Islands are still
in my view extremely safe.
There have been isolated inci-
dents like that in several of our

islands that happen periodical-
ly,” Mr Turnquest said.

“Any time it happens,
because of the nature of the
Family Islands, we are normal-
ly able to apprehend the per-
petrators very quickly.

“I continue to say that the
main challenges for the police
remain in New Providence pri-
marily, to a lesser extent in
Grand Bahama and a much
lesser extent in the Family
Islands.”

Officers from the capital are
on the island assisting with the
investigation, but Mr Turnquest
noted that Family Island police
have the resources to handle
most matters.

“When we did our resource
allocation for the police force in
particular, the first resources
were sourced for the Family
Islands so there is no request
that I’m aware of for the Fam-
ily Islands that the government
has not provided.

“If there are claims that
police stations and officers are
not properly resourced, I’d like
to know, but I have been
advised by the commissioner of
police that the Family Islands
have the necessary resources to
do the job,” he said.

This is the first attack on the
station, local officers say.

SOME travellers heading
for the United States faced
delays yesterday after con-
tractors at the Lynden Pin-
dling International Airport
accidentally cut a f ibre
optic cable connected to
the airport’s computer sys-
tem. 

The cable went down at
around 10am and also

knocked out a portion of
the airport’s phone system.

An official from the Nas-
sau Airport Development
company said its employ-

ees worked with crews
from Cable Bahamas and
BTC to repair the problem
and operations returned to
normal after 1 pm.

THE FNM is confident that it can
secure a good successor to chair-
man Carl Bethel in the run up to
the 2012 general elections, accord-
ing to a high-ranking party mem-
ber.

Tommy Turnquest, Mount Mori-
ah MP and Minister of National
Security, also expressed confidence
in the party’s ability to effectively
manage operations if Mr Bethel
decides to step down.

When asked if such a transition
would be smooth, Mr Turnquest
said: “Absolutely, absolutely. Mem-
bers of the FNM will do what is

necessary in their respective con-
stituencies, and those of us who
have a little more experience will
take on regional areas and ensure
that the party’s message is heard
and understood by all.”

In an exclusive interview with
The Tribune on Monday, Mr Bethel
hit out at “malicious rumours and
street talk” that suggested he was
being "removed" from his post.

He confirmed that he was con-
sidering stepping down to focus on
the campaign in his constituency as
the 2012 general election approach-
es.
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By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Deputy Chief Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

IMMIGRATION Minis-
ter Brent Symonette hit out
at claims that his govern-
ment is quickly processing
applications for citizenship
in an effort to secure more
votes in the next election. 

"What I do at Immigra-
tion today, yesterday, next
week, has nothing to do
with an election. I have a
job to do and that is to reg-
ularise and do my work at
Immigration so persons who
have been waiting for years
for something they are con-
stitutionally entitled to
apply for can get their fair
hearing and I'll continue to
do that," said Mr Symon-
ette, who is also minister of
foreign affairs and deputy
prime minister.

His comments came after
criticism from former Free
National Movement MP
Pierre Dupuch. 

Mr Dupuch called moves
within the Department of
Immigration to regularise
persons with outstanding
citizenship, permanent resi-
dency and spousal permit
applications an “alarming”
election ploy. 

“What is going on now is
raw, nasty politics being
played just before an elec-
tion hoping that it will give
them victory,” Mr Dupuch
recently claimed.

The former FNM  MP
also raised concerns over
persons with fraudulent
documents obtaining citi-

zenship. 
“I am told that a number

of JPs (Justices of the
Peace) … are prepared to
supply the witnesses and
sign birth certificates for the
right price in order to facil-
itate a citizenship applica-
tion for an undocumented
foreign national,” claimed
Mr Dupuch.

However, Mr Symonette
pointed out that even if an
applicant has a fake birth
certificate, the process of
obtaining citizenship is so
exhaustive that this would
eventually come to light.  

In order for someone to
obtain citizenship, an appli-
cant must supply their birth
certificate, an immunisation
record, a letter from the
hospital where they were
born; primary, secondary
and tertiary school letters,
job letters and a police
record. 

"So if all of these add up,
they verify that Brent
Symonette is Brent Symon-
ette who was born on
December 2, 1954,” he said. 

The St Anne’s MP also
chastised commentators
who are using the contro-
versial illegal immigration
issue to gain political trac-
tion instead of recognising
the human element. 

"Those people who are
born here who might not be
Bahamian because their
mother wasn't Bahamian
have the right to have their
applications heard. You
can't keep frustrating them
forever – these are people
whose files have been lan-
guishing for five, six, seven,
10 years if not more. 

"That's clearly wrong.
Rather than making politi-
cal football about this, let's
look at the reality of the
persons and the positions
they are in,” he said.

Recent statistics revealed
that 1,144 applicants were
granted citizenship between
May 2, 2007 and June 30,
2010. In the same period,
1,165 permanent residency
applications, 1,506 spousal
permits and 10,012 permits
to reside were approved. 

Between May 2, 2002 and
May 2, 2007 – during the
Christie administration – Mr
Symonette said the then
government granted 2,083
citizenship requests, 1,582
permanent residencies,
2,286 spousal permits and
22,839 requests for permits
to reside.

He said the department
does not have collated sta-
tistics on the number of
rejected applications.

TRAVELLERS DELAYED AT AIRPORT AFTER
FIBRE OPTIC CABLE ACCIDENTALLY CUT

SEVEN QUESTIONED AFTER SHOTS FIRED AT POLICE STATION

FNM ‘CONFIDENT OF GOOD SUCCESSOR’ IF CHAIRMAN STEPS DOWN

FNM CHAIRMAN
Carl Bethel

IMMIGRATION Minister Brent Symonette.

““WWhhaatt II ddoo aatt IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn
ttooddaayy,, yyeesstteerrddaayy,, nneexxtt wweeeekk,,
hhaass nnootthhiinngg ttoo ddoo wwiitthh aann
eelleeccttiioonn..””

         



EDITOR, The Tribune.

IT IS regrettable in the
extreme that successive
governments and parlia-
ments have never, serious-
ly, addressed the pervasive
question of money in poli-
tics and the potential for
gross corruption in high
and low places in The
Bahamas. Well has it been
said that “money does not
talk, it scream.” I submit
that here in our beloved
nation that that is, in fact,
the absolute truth.

Now that we are fast
approaching another elec-
toral cycle, none of the
major polit ical  parties
and/or the fringe groupings
and wannabe political par-
ties are even fixing their
collective mouths to state
their positions on the role
of money in politics. One
does not have to be a rock-
et scientist to figure out
that if an individual or a
corporate body “donates”
money to a party or a
politician that it is a given
that the donor expects to
have accessibility to the
politician once he or she is
in office.

In addition, the donor
will expect to have first
refusal to governmental
contracts and projects. It is
a case where “you scratch
my back and I will scratch
yours.” The ordinary peo-
ple of the country will then
be shut out and may, if
they are lucky, have access
to the crumbs that may fall
from the national table.
Over bidding and wastage
of taxpayers’ monies will
then become the order of
the day.

Each time a new govern-
ment comes into office,
established contracts are
stopped; reviewed and
oftentimes cancelled.
When a new contract is
issued it  is  often to a
rumoured donor or sup-
porter of the incoming
administration. A contract
was issued to a contractor
to construct a building up
at Sandilands some years
ago. After millions of dol-
lars would have been paid
to the contractor involved,

that building is still “under
construction.”

Some years ago that
building on John F
Kennedy Drive, immedi-
ately west of the Ministry
of Works complex was
being built by a certain
established contractor.
When the FNM came in,
work was stopped;
reviewed and, obviously,
cancelled. Four and a half
years later, the building is
still not completed and the
beat goes on.

Look at the so-called
Magistrates Court Com-
plex on South Street. After
almost six years of fitful
construction, it remains an
eyesore and a potential
“white elephant” or is it a
pink one? It was once said
that: “Speculative money
bears the stamp of the
donor.” Truer words have
never been uttered.

It  cannot be right or
proper for this state of
affairs to be allowed to
continue. The DNA has
questioned whether or not
the Chinese are financing
the FNM, but the silence
has been deafening. Mind
you, the DNA hosted,
allegedly, a B$1,000 per
plate dinner but did not
disclose who all attended.

The PLP admitted
receiving some big monies
from Harachi & Company
but never told us the
amount or on what terms
such monies were received
and/or what may have been
promised to them, if any-
thing. Mr Harachi claimed,
however, that he got swung
big time.

I call for an immediate
understanding if not legis-

lation to lay down the
ground rules for campaign
finance reforms and regu-
lations of a discernible
nature. Of course, I do not
expect that Messrs Ingra-
ham; Christie & Company
would ever agree to this in
the winding down of their
political lives.

They, I submit, could
have a vested interest in
ensuring that the names of
their financial donors nev-
er see the light of day. The
DNA is rumoured to be
financed by unknown deep
pockets. Mr McCartney, a
very good friend, says he
and his party are different
but they too have yet to
reveal who are supporting
them financially.

The current system
invites potential corruption
and abuses of public funds.
What I would like to know
is how is it that some of our
erstwhile politicians, across
the board, enter parliament
with a few thousand dol-
lars but within a matter of
years they are declared
multi-millionaires? Don’t
hand me that cock and bull
story about them being
astute and learned lawyers
and professionals because
in my opinion most of
them were absolute failures
in private life.

These elections wil l
determine which crossroad
the Bahamas will take. We
cannot and must not trifle
with our future. The politi-
cians will come and they
will  go but they wil l ,
always, leave you and me
holding the proverbial
empty bag. To God then,
the Great I am that I am, in
all  of  these mundane
things, be the glory.

ORTLAND H 
BODIE JRß
Nassau,
July 11, 2011.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

IT SEEMS certain Members of Parliament feel that
the public is incapable of doing a Google search and
getting the command of any subject but it seems that is
true.

Since our MPs are unable to speak off their feet
without a script, a script I suggest is probably not writ-
ten by them, we see in too many cases the inadequa-
cies of some of the parliamentary contributions.

We expect political spin but that should be coun-
tered by critical comment from our journalists but,
alas, few have the quality of rebuttal or are willing to
challenge the opinion be it of a Minister or a simple
MP.

I feel it is fair comment that we continue to talk that
everything is somehow changing and improving, whilst
the reality is regrettably different with now even our
prize resort discount their room rates so they say to
compete with Vegas.

Moody’s wrote recently, June 28, in a report on con-
cerns the US economy is slowing many of the 5-star
Gaming Cos., are identified as being probably finan-
cially impaired as a result of the slowing down. A
quote: “While gaming companies took their lumps dur-
ing the Great recession and have largely put themselves
back on track, they remain vulnerable to bumps in the
US economic recovery given their decimated Balance
sheets. If consumers cut their gambling budgets or casi-
no trips, company earnings could be affected.”

“Although the Fed’s (US Federal Reserve) outlook
on economic growth is still in line with Moody’s econo-
mists, this announcement is the latest in a steady stream
of bad news that appears to be taking a toll on con-
sumers. And it is happening just as consumers started
beefing up their savings. We are concerned that con-
sumers’ propensity to spend on gaming activities will
not withstand another hit to their wallets, even a small
one,” so Moody’s reports.

These predictions should be sobering to us all  as
‘000’s of households rely totally on the well being of
Atlantis, Baha Mar and others of our resorts.

Sir Sol Kerzner and Prime Minister Ingraham said
prior to the approvals on Baha Mar that they were
against a one time build-out but favoured a phased
development — are they both seemingly correct? It
seems to be.

ABRAHAM MOSS
Nassau,
July 7, 2011.
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WE AGREE with Security Minister Tom-
my Turnquest that it is going to become
increasingly more difficult to hang convicted
murderers.

Although the public is clamouring for gov-
ernment to start hanging those now on death
row, the law has to be followed and so far
Privy Council rulings are almost cutting down
the hangman’s noose.

In 1993 the Bahamas discovered that a
hanging could not be carried out because
the Privy Council had earlier ruled in a
Jamaican case that it was inhumane for a
prisoner to wait more than five years on
death row for their sentences to be carried
out. After five years a death sentence was
commuted to life imprisonment. Ever since
then clever lawyers have protected their
clients by court delays stretching past the
five year limit.

Then in 2006 the Privy Council ruled that
mandatory death sentences were unconsti-
tutional. Each case had to be considered on
its individual merits before sentence could be
passed.

However, the Privy Council decision in
the Max Tido case, in which 16-year-old Don-
nell Conover was brutally murdered, has
almost ended capital punishment in the
Bahamas. The Privy Council sent Tido’s case
back to the Bahamas appeals court saying
that it was not a murder that warranted the
most extreme punishment of death. It was
returned “for the imposition of an appropri-
ate sentence.” The angry reaction here from
both religious and civic organisations was to
give the boot to the Privy Council, and do it
our way — “hang ’em high.”

However, despite the Privy Council ruling
the government is working on draft legisla-
tion that will target prolific and repeat offend-
ers and outline specific categories of mur-
ders.

Nevertheless, it was Mr Turnquest’s view
that whether it be the Privy Council in Lon-
don or the judges in the Caribbean “more
and more jurists are going to find more and
more obstacles to put in the way of govern-
ments from carrying out capital punishment.”
That, he added, is the “reality of life.”

Therefore, he said, the concentration
should be to get “those prolific killers, those
prolific offenders, behind bars and off our
streets.” In the case of murderers, life impris-
onment should mean “life until death do us
part.”

As we have already suggested in this col-

umn those who have a life sentence should be
turned into useful citizens — even though
they are behind  prison walls. A large acreage
of Crown land should be opened for them to
farm, thus allowing them to make a contri-
bution to this country’s food supply. Between
our local farmers and the prisoners this coun-
try could be almost self sufficient in fruits
and vegetables. This would certainly take
some of the burden off our foreign reserves. 

However, there has recently been a turn of
events in England with regard to capital pun-
ishment that is worth watching. And it will
probably get more traction now that young
hoodlums are thumbing their noses at police
and setting London and other regions on fire
just for the hell of it. The British are fed up
with lax laws and are demanding more pun-
ishment for law breakers.

The British government — in a move to
bring democracy directly to the people —
has installed a new site for e-petitions allow-
ing the public to have their issues debated in
Parliament provided they get enough sup-
port online to do so. Restoration of the death
penalty is now a burning issue. The traffic on
the site was so high on this subject — more
than 1,000 people a minute — that the site
broke down. It was not designed for such
heavy traffic.

“We are getting 1000 unique visits a
minute – this is equivalent to nearly 1.5 mil-
lion visits a day and is far more than the old
ePetitions site on Number 10 ever received,”
said a government spokesman in apologising
for the breakdown. 

The restoration of capital punishment
now looks as though it is going to be one of
the first items for debate on the Commons’
agenda. It will be the first Commons vote
on capital punishment since 1998. The last
hangings in Britain were in 1964.

Although British Prime Minister David
Cameron does not think that “in a civilised
society like ours that you can have the death
penalty any more,” Priti Patel, MP for With-
am in Essex, felt that such a debate would
“provide a good opportunity to talk about the
failings of our existing criminal justice sys-
tem.” So many victims of the “most horren-
dous and heinous crimes,” he said, “have no
sense of justice.”

He echoes the words of Donnell
Conover’s father who on hearing the Privy
Council’s decision on Tido’s future said: “It
is really sickening — I feel as if there is no
justice in the world for a victim’s family.”

The politics
of money and

corruption
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Death penalty restoration to be debated in U.K.
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A MONTELL HEIGHTS
man was arraigned in Magis-
trates Court yesterday 
on stealing and receiving
charges.

Leonardo Cedric Cash, 20,
who also uses the alias Anson
Coakley, appeared before
Magistrate Derence Rolle-
Davis in Court Five, Bank
Lane, charged with stealing
one gold chain and two gold

rings, together valued at
$13,000.

The jewellery was the prop-
erty of the Carlos Milano
Store in the Atlantis Marina
Village on Paradise Island.

He is also charged with
receiving one gold chain val-
ued at $1,000, also the prop-
erty of the store.

Cash pleaded not guilty to
the charges and was remanded

to Her Majesty’s Prison, Fox
Hill until August 15, when his
trial is set to begin.
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CITING insufficient evidence, a Supreme
Court judge directed a nine member jury to
deliver a "not guilty" verdict in the case of
a man accused of rape, burglary and armed
robbery.

Oscar Ingraham, 26, had been charged
with breaking into the home of a 33-year-old
woman between June 15 and 16, 2005, rap-
ing her and stealing cash and a cell phone. 

He was acquitted of similar charges in a
separate case in July of this year. 

After reviewing the "no case" submission
made by defence attorney Raymond Rolle,
the counter submission made by prosecutors
Linda Evans and Kristan Stubbs, and the
testimony of 16 witnesses, Justice Vera
Watkins declared that there were too many
inconsistencies in the testimony given by
police witnesses regarding DNA evidence.

During Monday's proceedings, Mr Rolle
argued that the prosecution presented no
evidence connecting Ingraham to the bur-
glary or armed robbery, and that the only
evidence linking Ingraham to the incident
was DNA.

Evidence
He suggested that doubt may have been

cast on the integrity of this evidence by the
manner of its collection and handling by
the police prior to testing in a foreign labo-
ratory.

Prosecutor Linda Evans responded, argu-
ing that testimony from the virtual com-
plainant and a match between the DNA
taken from the accused and samples found
at the scene represent sufficient evidence
to connect Ingraham to the crime.

She also pointed out that according to
witness testimony, proper protocol was fol-

lowed in handling the evidence.
Yesterday, the jury was directed to deliv-

er a unanimous not guilty verdict with
regard to all three charges.

THE BAHAMAS’ VERY OWN STREET PHI LOSOPHER

MAN IN COURT ON STEALING, RECEIVING CHARGES

COURT NEWS

JUDGE ORDERS ‘NOT GUILTY’ VERDICT FOR
RAPE, BURGLARY, ARMED ROBBERY CHARGES

OSCAR INGRAHAM leaves
court yesterday. Fe
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She also confirmed that the three rental
generators the corporation were waiting for
arrived this weekend. However, she said they
will not be operational until the middle of
August.

“We still have to connect them and test
them before they are operational. Once they
have been installed we do not expect any more
power outages as they will provide 20
megawatts of power. So if we do have a trip in
one of the generators we will have sufficient
power to keep the lights on.”

The rental units cost BEC $3 million to rent.
For several weeks, outages have plagued the

island with frustrated residents even turning to
the company Facebook page to vent their frus-
trations. That page has since been removed.

Last month, Environment Minister Earl
Deveaux said in the House of Assembly that
no further power blackouts should be expect-
ed.

During that time, Mr Deveaux said that
the corporation had restored all of its genera-
tors, thus resolving shortfalls.

He said “BEC needs to generate approxi-
mately 230 megawatts (MGW) to have a “mar-

gin of safety.” Over the past few days, the
generators were hovering at around 175MGW
and dropped as low as 168MGW. All genera-
tors are back at 216MGW with demand
between 199MGW and 212MGW. The com-
pany is now in the process of outsourcing
20MGW of portable generators to widen the
margin.”

But despite these assurances power out-
ages continue throughout the capital.

Earlier yesterday, Mrs Ingraham, said the
failure of several generators coupled with gen-
erator tripping had led to the load shedding.

“While we are doing our best,” she said,
“we are experiencing some challenges. We
have had several generator trips that have
caused the outages across New Providence.
When a trip occurs, we drop load automatically
to protect our system. But the trips are not a
big deal and we get the power back on in a rel-
atively quick period. What we are doing is
rotating, or what we call rolling load shed-
ding. Which means we will turn off the power
in several areas for a period of time, then turn
it on and then move on to another area.”

BEC engineers were said to be “evaluating
the problem.” Added Mrs Ingraham: “We are
cautiously optimistic that everything will be
normalised in the next couple of days.” 

be tabled on the 5th of
October and then to be
debated subsequent to
that,” Mr Turnquest said.

The legislation will tar-
get  prol i f ic  and repeat
offenders, according to Mr
Turnquest, who said he was
a strong proponent of capi-
tal punishment.

“Not because (capital
punishment) will deter any
more murders, but because
it is a proper and fitting pun-
ishment – that’s my view,”
said Mr Turnquest.

He added:  “What we
ought to now concentrate
ourselves on is getting those
prolific killers, those prolif-
ic offenders, behind bars
and off of our streets. Then,
I think much of this talk
about capital punishment
will go away.”

In July, the government
postponed the introduction
of amended death penalty
legislation that was expected
to be tabled in the House of
Assembly before MPs took
their summer recess.

At that time, Prime Min-
ister Hubert Ingraham told
The Tribune the changes to
the legislation were "incom-
plete",  and the new law

should be brought to Parlia-
ment "later in the year."

It was announced the
updated legislation would
strengthen death sentence
cases from being overturned
on appeal  by the Privy
Council and reflect the rec-
ommendations made after it
quashed the death sentence
of Maxo Tido,  who was
found guilty of the 2002
murder of 16-year-old Don-
nover Conover.

Despite numerous
demands by religious and
civic organisations for the
government to resume exe-
cutions,  Mr Turnquest
explained yesterday that his
office could not act inde-
pendently of the legal sys-
tem. 

“This debate,” he said,
“has raged across  the
Caribbean region and it
rages here in the Bahamas. I

cannot wake up any given
morning and pick up the
telephone and cal l  the
superintendent of the pris-
ons and say ‘let’s hang John
Doe on death row’ – it does-
n’t work that way.” 

Mr Turnquest explained
the legal system mandates a
stringent process,  which
allows convicts the right to
appeal their judgment to a
number of higher courts.  

“The process is being
pushed as quickly as we
can,” he said.

“Whether it’s those for-
eign white men in London,
or those old men down in
the Caribbean or elsewhere,
in my view more and more
jurists  are going to f ind
more and more obstacles to
put in the way of govern-
ments from carrying out
capital punishment. That’s
the reality of life.”

with a photo of the Saga Unity
in waters off Xanadu, along-
side a second vessel which
could not be clearly identified. 

In lightering operations, a
hose is used and some spillage
could occur during the trans-
fer of fuel or chemicals from
one vessel to the other.

Only the government can
grant permission for lightering
operations in Bahamian
waters.

Early Sunday, residents of
Pinder’s Point noticed a dark
oily substance floating in near-
by water.

BORCO was notified of the
spill and immediately dis-
patched its tug boat and a
clean-up crew in the area.

Officials at the Port Depart-
ment were also notified and
are investigating. 

Although investigations are
continuing, officials are certain

the oil spill along the southern
shore off Pinder’s Point did not
involve BORCO.

In a press release issued by
BORCO on Monday, the com-
pany stated its operations had
been suspended over the past
week due to tropical storm
warnings.

The company further stated
that during this period no work
had been carried out with ves-
sels at its jetties.

“While our operations were
suspended and there is no indi-
cation of BORCO’s involve-
ment, our investigations con-
tinue,” the company stated.

During their investigations,
BORCO sent its tug out in the
area which spotted oil east of
Lucayan Harbour entrance on
Sunday. 

According to www.marine-
traffic.com, which provides an
online tracking and movement
of vessels, the Saga Unity was
positioned in Bahamian waters
near the harbour at that time. 

After Magistrate Weech-Gomez read the charges to
the defendants and explained they could not enter a
plea to either charge, the prosecution said it intends to
proceed with a Voluntary Bill of Indictment which is
expected to be served in Court One, Bank Lane, on
August 31.

The magistrate initially denied the defendants’ bail
request and remanded them into custody. 

However, the matter was stood down until 2.30pm
for reconsideration after Jomo Campbell, McKenzie’s
lawyer, and Dion Smith, the attorney for Forbes and
Barr, explained the history of the matter to the court.

Mr Campbell said that on Monday morning when
the initial case was heard for the last time in the Mag-
istrate’s Court, the prosecution did not have the file on
hand and as a result, the court waited for most of the
day until representatives of the Attorney General's
office arrived and requested another adjournment to
August 23.

However, Magistrate Derence Rolle-Davis had
already said on July 19 the adjournment to Monday
would be the final postponement in the case. The men
were then discharged.

Mr Campbell also said a bail application was suc-
cessfully granted to his client by Senior Justice Jon
Isaacs on November 18 of last year, because the evi-
dence against him was weak.

Mr Smith said recharging the men after the case
was discharged in the Magistrate’s Court was not fair to
either the victim or the defendants.

He questioned how the accused would afford the cost
of legal fees a second time after a 15-month-long Pre-
liminary Inquiry which saw only four witnesses give evi-
dence, and in which warrants of arrest were issued for
police officers who failed to show in court. 

At 2.30pm yesterday, Mr Campbell reappeared
before Magistrate Weech-Gomez, who said the $25,000
bail conditions granted to McKenzie, of London
Avenue, Miller’s Heights, were reinstated.

Forbes, of Chesnut Street, Pinewood Gardens, and
Barr, of Lynden Pindling Estates, will have bail hear-
ings on Thursday and Friday respectively.

Butler, of Cowpen Road, was not represented dur-
ing yesterday’s proceedings. He was remanded until the
completion of the hearing.

Mr Smith said he intends to file a constitutional
motion against the actions of the police, as the defence
feels police are using the Voluntary Bill of Indictment
as a "tool" to abuse the process of the court while
they “get their act together.”

Teenager Berkley Miller, of Stapledon Gardens,
was walking on Regent Street in Miller's Heights on
May 7 last year when he was shot and killed.     

Saint Marks on Romer Street.
A source within the police

force said: “ We are attempting
to keep those two groups of
people away from each other.
We are avoiding a clash
between them. We don’t want
anything to happen to anyone
who may be attending the
funerals or may be in the
streets so we thought best to
move one of them out of the
area. That way we can better
control the situation.”

Police have also confirmed
that armed security as well as
plainclothes officers will attend
the two funerals. At least 250
officers will be split between
the men.

The cemeteries where the
men will be buried are being
kept a close secret, but police
say they are putting the neces-
sary safety precautions in place.

Fox Hill MP Fred Mitchell
said Fox Hill is still a safe place
and whatever is happening is
not happening in the area.

“I have no concerns when it
comes to the funerals or Fox
Hill in general. It is a safe place.
It has always been safe. The
violence is not happening here.
It’s a safe community and there
is no place in the Bahamas that
is a no-go area. The thought of
that is just ludicrous.”

Police have no new suspects
in Knowles' murder. Two men,
who were arrested days after
his death, were released
because of lack of evidence.

It is believed that whoever
killed the Fox Hill gang chief
first knocked him off the
motorbike he was riding at the
Milo Butler Highway and Faith
Avenue roundabout.

Then as Knowles tried to run
away, a gunman shot him a
number of times. He died at
the scene and became the
country's 81st murder victim. 

Nicholls, also known as
“Desland” or “Limbo”,
became the country's 75th mur-
der victim after he was gunned
down in a car outside his fami-
ly's home at Florida Court near
. Avenue.

Police have charged one
man in connection with his
murder.

Court, Englerston.
Dion Smith, attorney for

Alexis put it  on record that his
client, who was in police cus-
tody from August 4, was
oppressed and beaten by police,
to the point where "puss" was
now leaking from his private
parts and possible additional
damage had been done to an
already collapsed lung, believed
to have been caused by a previ-
ous police beating.

Smith also told the court that
police did not allow him to be
present when Alexis was being
"interviewd" by police even
though Alexis had asked that
Smith be present, showing CDU
officers the business card of his
attorney.

Alexis claimed that he was
forced to sign two statements in
relation to the murder charges
and to point out subjects in a
video recording that was in
police custody.

The attorney said that his
client was beaten and EMS had
to treat him at the East Street
South Police Station because
only two officers were on duty at
the time and the defendant was
not allowed to see a doctor up to

yesterday’s arraignment.
He was ordered to be exam-

ined by a doctor and given treat-
ment before being remanded to
prison until the servicing of the
Voluntary Bill of Indictment.

The accused had other
charges brought before him in
court yesterday. He was charged
with assault, using a handgun,
the victim being Cedric Rolle.
This incident is alleged to have
occurred on Sunday, May 22.
He pleaded not guilty.

Firearm and ammunition pos-
session charges were the last
brought against the accused. He
was charged with being in pos-
session of an Austrian .40 auto-
matic pistol, serial number
BLZ239, and 24 live rounds of
.40 ammunition.

He also pleaded not guilty to
these charges. The assault,
firearm and ammunition pos-
session cases were adjourned to
August 16 in Court Nine, Nas-
sau Street.

FROM page one

POWER OUTAGE MISERY GOES ON

‘EMPEROR’ 
FUNERAL MOVED 
OUT OF FOX HILL

FROM page one

FROM page one MINISTER EXPECTS 
MORE OBSTACLES IN 
THE WAY OF HANGING

FROM LEFT: Kooban Barr, Teddy Butler, Merritt Forbes,
Seriozha McKenzie.

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

FOUR CHARGED WITH MURDER LESS THAN 24 HOURS AFTER BEING DISCHARGED

MAN CHARGED WITH TWO MURDERS
FROM page one OIL TANKER COULD

HAVE CAUSED SPILL
FROM page one

ROLIN ALEXIS, 26, 
also known as ‘PoPo’ 

outside of court.

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

FROM page one
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PROSPECTUS

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

BAHAMAS REGISTERED STOCK 2016, 2018, 2020, 2026, 2028 AND 2032

ISSUE OF B$100,000, 000.00

Issued under The Bahamas Registered Stock Act, and authorized by Resolutions of the House of Assembly, 9th
June, 2011.

Applications will be received by The Banking Department beginning at 9:30 am on 3th August, 2011 and will close

at 3:00pm on 11th August, 2011. Allocations will commence at 9:30 a.m. on 12th August, 2011 and will cease at
3:00p.m. on 15th August, 2011.

If the total subscriptions exceed the sum of B$100,000,000.00 (Nominal) partial allotment will be made to
subscribers, and a proportionate refund will be made as soon as possible after allotment. No interest will be paid on

amounts so refunded.

The date of this Prospectus is August 2, 2011

The Government of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas invites applications for Bahamas Registered Stock

totalling B$100,000,000.00. The Stock will be available in a range of maturity dates; the earliest being repayable in
2016 and the latest in 2032. The total amount of Stock offered, the rate of interest and the issue price are given below :-

Rate of Interest Name of Stock Amount

B$

Issue Price

B$

Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2016 5,000,000.00 100.00

1/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2018 10,000,000.00 100.00

1/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2020 10,000,000.00 100.00

5/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2026 20,000,000.00 100.00

3/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2028 30,000,000.00 100.00

1/8% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2032 25,000,000.00 100.00

100,000,000.00

The Stock shall be repaid on 15th August, in the year appearing in the name of the Stock.

INTEREST

The Stock will bear interest from 15th August, 2011, at the rate shown against the name of the Stock as the percent

per annum over the Prime Rate (i.e. the prime commercial interest rate from time to time fixed by the Clearing banks

carrying on business in the Island of New Providence in The Bahamas. If there shall be any difference between them,
then that which is fixed by RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited. Interest shall be payable half-yearly commencing on

15th February, 2012 and thereafter on 15th August and 15th February in every year until the Stock is repaid.

CHARGE UPON CONSOLIDATED FUND

The principal monies and interest represented by the Stock are charged upon and payable out of the Consolidated

Fund and assets of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas.

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Issue of Stock The Stock will be issued by the Registrar (The Central Bank of The Bahamas). Applications will

be received by The Banking Department beginning at 9:30 a.m. on 3th August, 2011 and will close

at 3:00 p.m. on 11th August, 2011. Allocations will commence at 9:30 a.m. on 12th August, 2011

and will cease at 3:00p.m. on 15th August, 2011. All envelopes enclosing applications should be

labelled “Application For Bahamas Government Registered Stocks”.

Units The Stock will be in units of B$100.00.

Applications Applications must be for B$100.00 or a multiple of that sum.

Application Forms Applications for the Stock should be made to the Registrar on the form attached to the

Prospectus and may be obtained from the Registrar offices in Nassau and Freeport, The Treasury

Department (The North Building at Water Tower Place, East Street, Nassau). Applications may also
be downloaded from the Central Bank of the Bahamas website at www.centralbankbahamas.com or

any of the following banks:

1. Bank of The Bahamas International

2. First Caribbean International Bank (Bahamas) Limited

3. Finance Corporation of Bahamas Limited

4. Commonwealth Bank Limited

5. RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited

6. Scotiabank (Bahamas) Limited

7. Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) Limited

8. Citibank, N.A.

PUBLIC DEBT

Provisional estimates from the unaudited accounts as at March 31, 2011 show the Public Debt of The Bahamas to be
B$4,280,858,000.*

GOVERNMENT REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE

The following information is extracted from the unaudited accounts of the Government of The Commonwealth of

The Bahamas.

FY2009/2010p** FY2010/2011p** FY2011/2012p**

B$ B$ B$

Approved Budget Approved Budget

Revenue 1,302,543,000 1,492,159,000 1,520,189,000

Recurrent Expenditure (excluding

Repayment of Public Debt) 1,395,892,000 1,467,170,000 1,597,958,000

Capital Development
Expenditure (excluding loans

contributions and advances

to public corporations)    156,757,000 227,579,000 237,303,000

** Provisional estimates from the unaudited accounts.

* The Public Debt amount is inclusive of The Public Corporations contingent liability which as at March 31,

2011 totalled B$540,489,000.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

BAHAMAS REGISTERED STOCK 2016, 2018 , 2020, 2026, 2028 AND 2032

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPLICATION No

ALLOTMENT No.

DATE:

The Registrar
c/o The Central Bank of The Bahamas

P. O. Box N-4868

Nassau, Bahamas

Sir:

I/We hereby apply for the following amount of Bahamas Registered Stock:

Insert below the amount applied for

in Units of B$100

Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2016 B$

1/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2018 B$

1/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2020 B$

5/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2026 B$

3/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2028 B$

1/8% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2032 B$

and undertake to accept any less amount which may be allotted to me/us.

I/We enclose B$ in payment for the Stock applied for.

In the event of the full amount of Stock(s) applied for above is/are not allotted to

me/us, I/we request that the sum refundable to me/us be applied for the following Stock:

% Bahamas Registered Stock B$

• PAYMENTS IN EXCESS OF B$50,000.00 MUST BE MADE VIA REALTIME GROSS SETTLEMENT

SYSTEM (RTGS) THROUGH ALL COMMERCIAL BANKS EXCEPT FINCO.

• PAYMENTS OF B$50,000.00 OR LESS CAN BE MADE VIA REAL TIME GROSS SETTLEMENT

SYSTEM OR BY BANK DRAFT PAYABLE TO THE CENTRAL BANK OF THE BAHAMAS

• PAYMENTS OF B$5,000.00 OR LESS CAN BE MADE VIA REAL TIME GROSS SETTLEMENT

SYSTEM, BY BANK DRAFT PAYABLE TO THE CENTRAL BANK OF THE BAHAMAS OR BY

CASH.

• ALL NEW INSTITUTION CUSTOMERS MUST PRESENT A LIST OF AUTHORIZED

SIGNATORIES ALONG WITH MEMORANDUM OR ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION.

1. (One Person)

Ordinary Signature

Name in Full (BLOCK LETTERS, state whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss and titles if any.)

Address (Corporations etc. should give Registered Addresses )

P. O. Box

Telephone Nos. (H) (W)

2. (Where two or more persons apply as joint subscribers, the additional names and addresses should

be given below.)

Ordinary Signatures

Names in Full

And/OR

Address

Telephone Nos.(H) (W)

I/We hereby request semi annual interest to be paid to:

Bank Name

Bank Branch

Account Number

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS
BAHAMAS REGISTERED STOCK  2016, 2018, 2020, 2026, 2028 AND 2032

ISSUE OF B$100,000,000.00

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

PLP representatives held a joint
press conference outside the
National Insurance Board (NIB)
Baillou Hill Road Headquarters
yesterday claiming that the unem-
ployment rate is higher than recent
government reports indicate.

MP for Elizabeth Ryan Pinder
said the recent employment statis-
tics released last week are mis-
leading Bahamians into thinking
that the country’s unemployment
situation has improved.

“These figures are FNM voodoo
economics at its best,” said Mr Pin-
der.

The Department of Statistics
released the results of its Labour

Force and Household Income Sur-
vey on Friday, revealing a slight
decrease in the number of unem-
ployed persons, a decline of less
than 1 per cent in the unemploy-
ment rate, which now stands at
13.7 per cent.

Mr Pinder said after careful
review of the data issued by the
Department of Statistics the true
unemployment rate is 17.6 per cent
at the minimum.

Citing a presentation made to
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), Mr Pinder said the organi-
sation estimated in January the
unemployment rate in the
Bahamas to be 18 per cent, clearly
way above 13 per cent and more
close to the PLP’s estimate of 17.6
per cent .

Mr Pinder said the 13.7 per cent

unemployment figure does not
accurately reflect joblessness in the
country, as it does not include the
informal sector that comprises
non-conventional modes of
employment, such as phone card
vendors or the significant number
of discouraged workers who
should be considered unemployed.

He said the growth of the infor-
mal sector and discouraged work-
ers is a result of the government’s
failure to create sufficient jobs for
the workforce.

According to Mr Pinder, his own
informal study conducted in the
Elizabeth constituency revealed
that one third of residents are with-
out jobs.

PLP Senator Michael Halkitis
said, excluding certain areas of the
country perceived to be high crime

areas also attributed to the reports’
inaccurate reflection of unem-
ployment.

A senior official in the Depart-
ment of Statistics said they did not
carry out the survey in some areas
where unemployment is high due
to the incidence of crime in those
areas, said Mr Halkitis, a survey
cannot be random if they are
intentionally excluding areas.

Mr Halkitis pointed out that
there is correlation between unem-
ployment and crime and the fact
that these areas were not consid-
ered is a cause for concern.

“If you are going to exclude
whole portions of the population
then clearly your survey is not a
random sample and not represen-
tative of what is going on in the
Bahamas,” said Mr Halkitis.

Mr Halkitis said that from their
informal surveys and work on the
ground   unemployment is up and
so is the country’s misery level.

Mr Pinder concluded that in
order to formulate the policies and
practices for the country and the
best direction for Bahamians there
must be a true understanding of
where the country is and the fact
that things are not better.

PLP MP CLAIMS UNEMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES ARE ‘VOODOO ECONOMICS’

RYAN PINDER SAYS STATISTICS ARE MISLEADING BAHAMIANS

ELIZABETH MP
Ryan Pinder speaks yesterday.

 



By LARRY SMITH

WHEN Cecil Wallace-Whit-
field called a dramatic vote of
no confidence in Prime Minister
Lynden Pindling 40 years ago,
probably no-one in his group of
dissident PLPs (who were later
to constitute themselves as the
FNM) knew that this parlia-
mentary measure was first used
in 1782 to topple the British
prime minister, Lord North,
after a decisive American vic-
tory in the War of Indepen-
dence.

That's one of the fascinating
facts contained in a monumental
new book about the rarely
reported other side of the
American Revolution – the loy-
alists who supported the British
Crown during the conflict and
ended up as Imperial refugees
afterwards. 

Liberty's Exiles, published
this year by Harvard historian
Maya Jasanoff, is the first glob-
al history of the estimated 60,000
white colonists, free blacks and
native Americans, plus 15,000
African slaves, who fled the
United States of America in the
1780s to build new lives in Cana-
da, the Bahamas, Jamaica,
Britain and Africa.

British troops evacuated New
York City on November 25,
1783, ending a seven-year civil
war, and most histories since
then have focused on the Amer-
ican republic. Jasanoff chose to
trace the lives of individual
black, white and Amerindian
loyalists who lost everything, but
became part of a global diaspo-
ra that had an important influ-
ence on the development of the
British Empire – and the

Bahamas in particular.
Bahamian historian Gail

Saunders described the perse-
cution of loyalists by the Amer-
ican patriots in her 1983 publi-
cation, Bahamian Loyalists and
their Slaves. "Some had their
property confiscated; others
were socially ostracised and
their businesses boycotted. All
types of atrocities in the name of
patriotism were inflicted against
the loyalists, the most infamous
and common being that of tar-
ring and feathering."

Liberty and Slavery
The American Revolution's

ideals of liberty and justice were
also marred by the continued
enslavement of Africans and the
deliberate destruction of native
American societies. In contrast,
Jasanoff points out that some
20,000 slaves were emancipat-
ed by the British in return for
their support during the war,
and several Indian nations, like
the Creeks and the Mohawks,
chose to ally themselves with
the empire.

She also notes that the seces-
sion of more than two million
white American subjects drove
home the fact that the British
Empire was a majority non-
white enterprise. This realiza-
tion led to systematic reforms
aimed at preventing misrule in
India, which became the new
jewel in the imperial crown. 

At the same time, the Revo-
lution removed half a million
slaves from the empire, as well
as a major interest group in the
form of American slavehold-
ers.  Abolitionists were able
to draw a moral contrast
between Britain, where slave-
owning was unlawful, and a
United States in which slav-
ery was constitutionally pro-
tected. It was no coincidence
that the first abolition bill
was introduced to the British
parliament in 1789.

Jasanoff provides new
estimates for the loyalist
exodus. About 8,000 whites
and 5,000 free blacks fled
to Britain after the war, but
most headed for other
British colonies – 35,000
to the Canadian provinces
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Quebec; 6,000 whites and
most of the 15,000 slaves to
Jamaica and the Bahamas.
Some 1200 blacks later moved
from Canada to Sierra Leone
in West Africa. And a few loy-
alists ended up as far away as
India or Australia.

"Loyalist refugees conveyed
American things and ideas into
the empire," Jasanoff says.
These included material objects
such as the printing press used
by the Wells family of
Charleston to produce the first
newspaper in the Bahamas (the
Bahama Gazette), and the racial
attitudes that accompanied the
loyalists' mass transport of
slaves.

Postwar Conflicts
Jasanoff chronicles the con-

tradictions that characterised the
postwar restructuring of the
British Empire: "an empire that
gave freedom to black loyalists,
but facilitated the export of loy-
alist-owned slaves; it gave land
to Mohawk Indian allies in the
north, but largely abandoned
the Creeks and other allies in
the south; it promised to com-
pensate loyalists for their losses,
but in practice often fell short; it
joined liberal principles with
hierarchical rule."

Perhaps nowhere were these
contradictions more evident
than in the Bahamas, and
Jasonoff devotes an entire chap-
ter to the loyalist experience
here.

In late 1783 the British gov-
ernment decided to buy out the
hereditary proprietors of the
Bahamas to offer land to loyal-
ists. A few months before, a
group of about 1500 New York-
ers had moved to Abaco, where
they laid out a town (near pre-
sent-day Treasure Cay) named
after Sir Guy Carleton, the gen-
eral who supervised the British

evac-
uation from America and was
later appointed the first gover-
nor-general of Canada.

The Abaco settlers soon dis-
covered the island to be "not so
fertile as had been expected",
and began fighting over food
distribution. Some split off to
found a rival town at nearby
Marsh's Harbour, which is Aba-
co's capital today. The settle-
ment of Carleton disappeared
from the map, until archaeolo-
gists rediscovered it in the 20th
century.

"By the middle of 1784,"
Jasanoff writes, "transports were
disgorging refugees and slaves
onto New Providence by the
hundreds...Many stayed in rudi-
mentary conditions around Nas-
sau; others emigrated to the dry,
empty out islands...All told more
than 6,000 loyalists and their
slaves arrived in the Bahamas,
doubling the prewar population
and raising the ratio of black to
white inhabitants from a little
more than one to one, to two
to one."

Tormenting and Dissatisfied
Most had arrived from Flori-

da, where they had taken refuge
following the British defeat at
Yorktown. They had been
forced to move again when
peace negotiations ceded Flori-
da to Spain in exchange for
Gibralter. Described as "the
most tormenting, dissatisfied
people on Earth," these Florida
refugees soon created turmoil
in the somnolent Bahama
Islands. "If the remainder who
intend coming here are of the
same sort," the governor said at
the time, "civil government is in
danger."

The loyalists clashed with the
older Bahamian population
known as conchs, who they felt
were favoured by the governor.

And
they protested vigorously
against what they considered to
be a lack of representation.
These protests extended to
"explosive public outbursts, riots
and assaults, and proto-revolu-
tionary councils." According to
Jasanoff, "These doubly dis-
placed refugees came bearing
enormous resentment against
their own government for aban-
doning Florida."

Such an environment pro-
vided fertile ground for all man-
ner of anti-government conspir-
acies. Jasanoff tells the amazing
story of William Augustus
Bowles, a Maryland-born white
loyalist who became a Creek
Indian chief and moved to the
Bahamas after the War of Inde-
pendence. He brought with him
word of a daring plot by leading
Bahamian loyalists to mount a
coup against the governor and
secede from the empire.

Nothing ever came of this
conspiracy, but Bowles was
encouraged by Lord Dunmore,
the Bahamian governor at the
time, to pursue an even bolder
scheme – using the Bahamas as
a springboard to overturn Span-
ish authority in Florida.  With
the support of the Creeks he
would then create an indepen-
dent Indian state called Musko-
gee that would ally itself to the
British Empire. 

Styling himself Director-
General of the Creek Nation,
Bowles set off on an Atlantic
circuit to win British aid, and
successfully recruited the gov-
ernor of Nova Scotia to his plan.
In 1790 he arrived in London
to petition the king, and man-
aged to secure limited backing. 

At the time, the conventional
wisdom was that the United
States would probably fragment
and the British were looking to
improve their position in North
America.

But Bowles' subsequent
expedition to Florida turned
into a fiasco when he was cap-
tured by the Spanish and impris-
oned in Havana, from where he
was soon deported to the Philip-
pines. 

"Instead of becoming the lord
of Muskogee, Bowles became
surely the only American loy-
alist to be exiled in southeast-
ern Asia," Jasanoff writes,
describing him as "a shooting
star over the Bahamian scene."

Imperial Margins
It wasn't until 1794 that the

unrest in the Bahamas subsided
when a new House of Assembly
was elected with substantial loy-
alist representation. 

But a combination of insect
pests, soil exhaustion and hurri-
canes ultimately wrecked loyal-
ist plans for a lucrative new life
on the islands. 

The remains of their failed
plantations can still be found on
New Providence, San Salvador
and Cat Island.

"The Bahamas never took
off as an agricultural economy,"
Jasanoff says,  "The islands
flourished best in their position
as a maritime centre, way sta-
tion, and offshore hub—a role
they continue to play more than
two centuries later. In the end,
despite loyalist efforts to make it
otherwise, the Bahamas
remained marginal to imperial
interests."

In a
fascinat-
ing aside,
Jasanoff
r e p o r t s
t h a t
B o w l e s
resurfaced
in Sierra
L e o n e
years later
after escap-
ing from a
prison ship
cruising up
the West
A f r i c a n
coast. Mak-
ing his way to
London, he
was enter-
tained by his
old benefac-
tor, Lord Dun-
more, and
e v e n t u a l l y
returned to
Florida at gov-
e r n m e n t
expense, build-
ing a settlement
near present-day
Tallahassee and
drafting a
Muskogee consti-

tution. 
But changing currents turned

the Creeks against him and
Bowles was eventually handed
over to the Spanish, who again
imprisoned him in Havana's
Moro Castle, where he died in
1805. 

When Bowles escaped off
the coast of Sierra Leone in 1798
he sought refuge in Freetown,
where 1200 black loyalists from
Nova Scotia had resettled with
the aid of leading British aboli-
tionists. This was the final
British-sponsored migration of
American loyalists.

Black Loyalists
These refugees left Halifax

in January 1791 with high hopes.
But the development of Free-
town was beset by the same con-
flicts between loyalists and the
authorities that had occurred in
the Bahamas and Nova Scotia.
The instability culminated in an
uprising by the black loyalists
in 1800 that was suppressed by
British troops. 

Isaac Anderson, the would-
be first black ruler of a self-gov-
erned Freetown was executed,
and several other coup leaders
were exiled – included Harry
Washington – one of George
Washington's runaway slaves.
Among those who helped put
down the rebellion were a group
of Jamaican free blacks called
Maroons, who had been deport-
ed to Nova Scotia in 1791 and
then petitioned to be sent to a
warmer climate.

Following the abolition of
the slave trade in 1807, Free-
town became a Crown colony,
it's population supplemented by
Africans liberated from slave
ships. 

The colony also served as a
model for the neighbouring set-
tlement of Liberia, which was
founded by American aboli-
tionists in the 1820s. 

It became independent in
1961.

On top of these well-inten-
tioned resettlement pro-
grammes, the British govern-
ment paid out the equivalent of
£300 million in compensation
for loyalist claims after the war.
The scale of this payout "was
just as unprecedented as all the
other provisions – land grants,
free passages, rations, and sup-
plies – already made for
refugees," Jasanoff says, noting
that such a huge relief pro-
gramme was born in a period
when public welfare scarcely
existed.

By 1815, when the British
defeated the French at Waterloo
to end the Napoleonic Wars, the
loyalist migration from America
was over. 

The survivors of the exodus
were now subjects of a world
power that enjoyed internation-
al pre-eminence for the next
century or more. And they
were, Jasanoff concludes, "in
this sense, victors after all."

• LIBERTY’S EXILES:
American Loyalists in the Revo-
lutionary World by Maya
Jasanoff 460 pp. Alfred A.
Knopf. 

What do you think? Send com-
ments to larry@tribunemedia.net
Or visit www.bahamapundit.com
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By JOHN MARQUIS

IN MANY ways it’s like the
Blitz, with fires breaking out
all over London, the police
and fire service stretched
beyond endurance, people
scattering in all directions and
sirens echoing throughout the
capital. All that’s missing are
the enemy bombers overhead.

Less than a mile from where
I’m writing this, a major store
is being looted, a shop has
been torched and rioters are
running amok, with police
watching impotently as the
mob smashes windows and
batters cars.

From the fifth-floor balcony
of my Clapham flat, I can see
smoke rising from distant
Lewisham, the glow of a mas-
sive blaze in Croydon, and
emergency vehicles charging
back and forth along the road
below.

London is supposed to be
one of the world’s most civi-
lized and sophisticated cities,
but at the moment it is at the
mercy of the lawless, an out-
of-control rabble who are
charging through the streets
wreaking havoc and threaten-
ing anyone who tries to film
their behaviour.

For 90 minutes they ram-
paged through Debenhams
store in Clapham without any
attempt being made to stop
them. The police were so over-
stretched that they were sim-
ply unable to cover the
ground.

As a shop went up in flames,
a small group of policemen
stood by helplessly. Fire appli-
ances were otherwise engaged
fighting major blazes in Croy-
don and Ealing.

Not for 26 years has Lon-
don seen anything compara-
ble. Well over 200 people have
been arrested and Prime Min-
ister David Cameron is flying
home from holiday in Tuscany
to chair a national emergency
committee in an attempt to
control the crisis.

Among the many businesses
looted and destroyed by riot-
ers was a 140-year-old furni-
ture store which had been run
by the same family for five
generations.

At this very moment, my
wife is on the phone to one of
our children, four of whom live
in different parts of the capital.
None of us dares to go to bed
in case the mob arrives at our
front door.

It’s well after midnight, yet
reports are still coming in of
new outbreaks in scattered
areas of London, with new
flashpoints erupting every few
minutes.

Already, the pundits are try-
ing to find an explanation for
the worst social unrest seen in
Britain in living memory.

Former London mayor Ken
Livingston blamed a funda-

mental “disconnect” between
police and disaffected youth,
while Home Secretary There-
sa May said it was merely
mindless criminality, vowing
to bring the culprits to 
justice.

Youths as young as 14 are
walking out of stores with TV
plasma screens, laptop com-
puters and music systems.
Some are masked, but others
are so brazen they fear noth-
ing, not even closed circuit
cameras and police helicopters
recording the scenes from
above.

The riots are, it seems,
British youth’s one-finger
salute to authority, the most
outrageous collective demon-
stration of flagrant disrespect
ever seen on the streets of
London.

One television reporter said:
“I have covered many inci-
dents of civil unrest in my
career, but I have never seen
anything like this.”

Undoubtedly, thrill-seeking
thugs joined the mayhem for
the hell of it, but searching
questions will have to be asked
to find out whether the distur-
bances were triggered by
spreading resentment due to
government cuts, alleged
police abuse and growing
unemployment.

With new outbreaks of vio-
lence being reported in Birm-
ingham and Liverpool, and
Londoners living in a state of
siege, the big question being
asked is whether the country is
at risk of wholesale anarchy.

The violence was triggered
by the police shooting of a sus-
pected drug dealer last Thurs-
day. Young father Mark Dug-
gan was killed by a police bul-
let after he was mistakenly
thought to have fired on them.
It was later established that he
was carrying a replica firearm.

A quiet family vigil held last
Saturday suddenly mush-
roomed into a riot and the
unrest has continued for three
successive nights.

Initially, the rioting was con-
fined to deprived areas of Lon-
don, but it has now spread to
relatively prosperous neigh-
bourhoods like Clapham and
Ealing.

The internet has been used
to orchestrate movements of
youths from one district to
another and Twitter users are
reporting the impact of distur-
bances, fuelling the crisis.

Some families have been
trying to move out of their
homes, but authorities are
advising people to stay
indoors. Much of the city’s
transport system has ground
to a halt. Riot police, heavily
outnumbered, have been pow-
erless to contain the distur-
bances.

A legal source said: “I’ve
seen this coming for some
time. There is widespread dis-

trust of the police in some
London neighbourhoods, and
many young people feel a
sense of persecution.

“That is not to excuse what’s
happening. Much of this is just
gratuitous thuggery. It’s a
tragedy that the targets of this
violence have been small busi-
nesses run by innocent people
trying to earn an honest liv-
ing.”

One distraught woman
described the young rioters as
“truly evil”, adding: “It’s real-
ly horrible out here. It’s awful.
People are frightened. The
streets of London are unsafe
to walk on.”

• SEE PAGE 10
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A PROPERTY is on fire near Reeves Corner in Croydon, south London Tuesday. A wave of violence and looting raged across London and spread to three other major British cities on Tuesday, as authorities
struggled to contain the country's worst unrest since riots set the capital ablaze in the 1980s. (AP)

POLICE ARREST a man for loot-
ing in Clapham Junction in south
London, Monday. Violence and
looting spread across some of
London's most impoverished
neighborhoods on Monday, with
youths setting fire to shops and
vehicles, during a third day of
rioting in the city that will host
next summer's Olympic Games. 

Simon Dawson/AP

JOHN MARQUIS ON THE WORST CIVIL UNREST IN UK CAPITAL IN 26 YEARS
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LONDON
Associated Press

THOUSANDS more police
officers flooded London
streets Tuesday in a bid to end
Britain's worst rioting in a
generation as nervous shop-
keepers closed early and some
residents stood guard to pro-
tect their neighborhoods. An
eerie calm prevailed in the
city, but unrest spread across
central and northern England
on a fourth night of violence
driven by poor, diverse and
brazen crowds of young peo-
ple.

Scenes of ransacked stores,
torched cars and blackened
buildings frightened and out-
raged Britons just a year
before London is to host the
summer Olympic Games, and
brought demands for a
tougher response from law
enforcement.

London's Metropolitan
Police department put thou-
sands more officers in the
streets and said that by
Wednesday there would be
16,000 — almost triple the
number present Monday.

Britain's riots began Satur-
day when an initially peace-
ful protest over a police shoot-
ing in London's Tottenham
neighborhood turned violent.
That clash has morphed into a
general lawlessness in London
and several other cities that
police have struggled to halt
with ordinary tactics.

While the rioters have run
off with sneakers, bikes, elec-
tronics and leather goods, they
also have torched stores

apparently just for the fun of
seeing something burn. They
were left virtually unchal-
lenged in several neighbor-
hoods, and when police did
arrive they often were able to
flee quickly and regroup.

Some saw Britain's eco-
nomic crisis and deep cuts
planned for social benefits as a
deeper underlying cause for
the outburst of violence.

The show of strength by
police appeared to have
quelled unrest in London late
Tuesday, but in a move that
could raise tensions, a far-right
group said about 1,000 of its
members around the country
were taking to the streets to
deter rioters.

"We're going to stop the
riots — police obviously can't
handle it," Stephen Lennon,
leader of the far-right English
Defense League, told The
Associated Press. He warned
that he couldn't guarantee
there wouldn't be violent
clashes with rioting youths.

Anders Behring Breivik,
who has confessed to the
bombing and massacre that
killed 77 people in Norway
last month, has cited the EDL
as an inspiration.

Firefighters were tackling a
major blaze at the site of a
recycling center and fuel
depot in Tottenham early on

Wednesday, but it was unclear
whether the fire was linked to
any new outbreak of rioting.
Outside of London, chaos
continued to spread.

In the northwestern city of
Manchester, hundreds of
youths rampaged through the
city center, hurling bottles and
stones at police and vandaliz-
ing stores. A women's clothing
store on the city's main shop-
ping street was set ablaze,
along with a disused library in
nearby Salford. Looters tar-
geted stores selling designer
clothes and expensive con-
sumer electronics.

Manchester's assistant chief
constable Garry Shewan said
looting and arson had taken
place there on an unprece-
dented scale, but appeared to
have little motive.

"We want to make it
absolutely clear — they have
nothing to protest against.
There is nothing in a sense of
injustice and there has been
no spark that has led to this,"
he said.

LONDON TRIES 
TRIPLING POLICE 
PRESENCE TO 
END RIOTS 

A YOUTH uses his mobile
to take a picture of a car

burning after it was set on fire
by rioters in Hackney, east

London, Monday. (AP)

A BRITISH POLICE OFFICER
stand guard as a car set on fire

by rioters, burns in Hackney,
east London, Monday. (AP)

A FIRE IS SEEN during civil disturbances in Salford near Manchester, England, Tuesday. (AP)

 



DOVER AIR FORCE
BASE, Delaware
Associated Press

FOR THE SECOND
TIME in his presidency,
Barack Obama was at
Dover on Tuesday, saluting
troops who died on his
watch.

Sadness hung everywhere.
For Obama, it was a day to
deal with the nation's single
deadliest day of the decade-
long war in Afghanistan. For
the families of the 30 Amer-
icans who were killed, it was
a time to remember the
dreams their loved ones had
lived, not the ambitions that
died with them.

Obama solemnly climbed
aboard the two C-17 cargo
planes carrying the fallen
home from Afghanistan to
pay respects. Their heli-
copter apparently had been
hit by an insurgent's rock-
et-propelled grenade.

Later, the president con-
soled their grieving families.
He stood in honor as the
flag-covered cases were car-
ried off the planes in front of
him.

The country didn't see it.
There will be no lasting,

gripping images this time of
Obama assuming his office's
grimmest role. No family
could give permission for
media coverage, the military
said, because no individual
bodies had been identified
yet.

The helicopter crash in
Afghanistan on Saturday
was that horrific.

For Americans with no
sons, daughters, other rela-
tives or friends in the mili-
tary, this punch seemed to
blindside everyone. The war
is supposed to be winding
down, and the face behind it,
Sept. 11 mastermind Osama
bin Laden, was killed
months ago by elite U.S.
forces.

Saturday's blow claimed
22 Navy SEALs from the
same special forces team
that pulled off the remark-
able mission in Pakistan that
ended bin Laden. None of
those killed on the heli-
copter was part of that raid,
but the connection, along
with the size of the loss, was
deeply felt.

The troops who died had
been flying on a mission to
help fellow forces under fire.

The fallen were described
as intensely patriotic, tal-
ented and passionate about
the risks and responsibilities
that came with their jobs.

Some were married with
children. One wanted to be
an astronaut. Another was
going to propose to his girl-
friend when he got home.

Three were from the same
Army reserve unit in
Kansas: Bravo Company,
7th Battalion, 158th Avia-
tion Regiment.

Seven Afghan comman-
dos and one Afghan inter-
preter were killed, too, when
the helicopter crashed in the
Tangi Valley.

On Tuesday, 30 cases
draped in American flags
came off the planes; eight
others were covered in
Afghan flags.

The president had flown
by helicopter to Dover.

The trip was kept private
by the White House until he
landed as a measure of secu-
rity, although expectations
of his presence were high
from shortly after the 30
troops died.

Upon arriving, Obama
boarded one plane carrying
remains to pay respects to
the fallen, then did so again
on the second plane.

He then met with about
250 family members and fel-
low servicemen and women
of the dead. He spent about
70 minutes with family
members, offering his con-
dolences and gratitude for
their sacrifice and service,
the White House said.
Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta and Joint Chiefs
Chairman Adm. Mike
Mullen joined in.

The formal process of
honoring the troops, known
as a dignified transfer, rolled
on across the afternoon.
Reporters were kept out of
sight in a nearby building.

Officials frown on calling
the events a ceremony to
avoid any connotation of
celebration.

As described to reporters,
the president and the rest of
the official party, including
military leaders, boarded the
cargo planes. A chaplain
said a prayer.

Then the president and
the rest of the dignitaries
stood somberly in a hangar
as remains were carried out
in transfer cases, one by one,
along a red carpet and into
waiting vans.

Out of respect, the words
"coffins" and "caskets" are
never used.

Teams on site ensure the
cases come off the plane in
perfect shape. They are car-
ried down by personnel
from each fallen member's
service — and not just any
troops but those specially
chosen for the high honor.

Three days after the
downing of the aircraft, the
Defense Department has
not released the troops'
names. Officials say it is tak-
ing time because there were
so many killed. Others say
privately there is hesitancy
to release the names
because the majority were
from sensitive special oper-
ations forces.

The military has launched
an investigation into the
helicopter crash. The probe
will address a host of ques-
tions, including the decision
to send a Chinook heli-
copter packed with Navy
and Air Force special oper-
ations forces to a firefight to
assist troops on the ground.

For the troops returning
in cases on Tuesday, and so
many others over the
months and years, Dover
personnel eventually return
the bodies, if possible, to
their loved ones in whatever
clothing the family choses.
It could be military dress.
Or jeans, a T-shirt and cow-
boy boots.

And always, with rever-
ence.

"It is a very big source of
pride, and a sense of duty
and honor that we give to
the fallen service members,"
said Dover mortuary 
affairs spokesman Van
Williams. 

"We represent the nation.
And a grateful nation at
that."

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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By JENNIFER KAY
Associated Press

KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) — The
currents in the Florida Straits finally
proved stronger than the determi-
nation that had pushed Diana Nyad
across vast stretches of open water
before.

Nyad, 61, stroked through shoul-
der pain and floated on her back
when asthma made it difficult for
her to breathe on the attempt to
swim from Cuba to Key West that
she began Sunday.

She said she pictured herself
emerging from the water onto the
beach and vowed to doggy-paddle
there, if that was what it took. By
early Tuesday, trembling in the
water, the record-setting marathon
swimmer knew she had to stop, even
though it meant giving up on her
dream.

According to her Twitter feed, she
was pulled from the water after
swimming for 29 hours, though the
exact distance she swam wasn't clear.
The swim had been expected to take
about 60 hours to cross 103 miles
(166 kilometers).

"Sometimes the will is so strong.

That's the whole point of this sport
in general, that the mind is stronger
than the body," she said after her
support boat docked in Key West.

"I was shaking and freezing . and
I thought, there's no mind over mat-
ter anymore. I was so depleted from
the asthma," she said, crying in a
white bathrobe before cheering sup-
porters.

"It was so hard. I couldn't even
swim. I couldn't be the swimmer I
am," Nyad said, detailing the ail-
ments that piled up as the waters
got choppier. "I had severe asthma
for 11 hours — I was taking 10
strokes and then going on my back
and gasping. I had severe pain in my
right shoulder that was so excruciat-
ing that every stroke I took from the
third hour all the way through 30, I
just winced every time."

Nyad had trained for and dreamed
about the attempt for two years.

It was a dream deferred after she
first tried to cross the Florida Straits
in a shark cage as a 28-year-old in
1978. Then, she quit after 41 hours
and 49 minutes in the water because
of strong currents and rough weath-
er that banged her around in the
cage.

Now it's a dream unfulfilled. Nyad
said she won't attempt try it again
because she doesn't want to put her
team through the ordeal of training
again.

She attempted this swim without a
shark cage, relying instead on an
electrical field from equipment
towed by kayakers to keep them at
bay.

Her Twitter account reported she

decided to end the swim herself,
after "realizing the conditions of five
to 10 knot winds and less than ideal
currents."

An online chart plotting the swim-
mer's track showed the Gulf Stream
currents pushing Nyad east of her
intended course. Nyad had hoped
to end her swim at the Key West
marker for the southernmost point
in the United States.

"When we got started, it was a
flat, glassy sea. Two hours later, it
started to chop up. Three hours in, I
felt a twinge in my shoulder and it
never went away," Nyad said. "I
tried the fingers in different posi-
tions, I tried to swim in different
ways, but I was just in wincing pain
— and I thought, that's just how it's
going to be."

Nyad said she tried taking puffs
from an inhaler and medication to
ease the asthma and the pain, but
nothing helped.

Had the latest attempt been suc-
cessful, Nyad would have broken
her own record of 102.5 miles (165
kilometers) for an open-sea swim
without a shark cage, set in 1979
when she stroked from the Bahamas
to Florida.

Before beginning her swim Sun-
day night, Nyad told journalists she
hoped her swim would inspire others
her age to live active lives. She said
she also hoped it could help improve
understanding between Cold War
rivals Cuba and the United States,
even if just symbolically.

A Miami Beach lifeguard who
completed a paddleboard crossing
of the Florida Straits in June credit-
ed Nyad for inspiring her journey.

"I was inspired by her being a
strong woman, attempting to do
these amazing crossings no one had
really done," Cynthia Aguilar said.

Propelling the board with her
arms, Aguilar, 27, finished the 103.2-
mile journey June 16, beginning
about 14 miles off northern Cuba,
in about 29 hours and 12 minutes.

She sympathized with Nyad's deci-
sion to quit, because she ended her
own first attempt at the crossing last
year in rough weather and strong
currents.

"I learned that last year, that the
water can change on you in a sec-
ond," Aguilar said. "I admire her
for going again. That's what life's
about: If you fall, you try again. She
went for it."

NYAD ENDS RECORD ATTEMPT TO SWIM FROM CUBA TO US

DIANA NYAD cries as she speaks to
reporters and fans after arriving in Key
West, Florida, on Tuesday.

(AP)

OBAMA SALUTES
TOOPS WHO DIED
ON HIS WATCH

SOLEMN OCCASION AFTER HELICOPTER CRASH

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA returns a salute, upon his arrival on the South Lawn of the White House,
Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2011 in Washington. Obama made an unannounced trip to Dover Air Force Base, Del.,
to pay tribute to the 30 U.S. troops killed over the weekend in Afghanistan. (AP)
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The festival is known as the
largest celebration in New Prov-
idence after the Boxing Day and
New Years  junkanoo parades. 

Held a week after the Emanci-
pation Day holiday, the festival
commemorates the manner in
which freed slaves who settled in
the area celebrated their free-
dom.

Several members of parliament
went on a church tour – visiting
Baptist churches St Paul’s, Mace-
donia, Mt Carey and St Marks –
in what has become a 14 year tra-
dition for leader of the opposi-
tion Perry Christie and area MP
Fred Mitchell.

During the services, children
sang songs, performed dances
and read poems to celebrate the
event.

Wishing residents a “happy
Fox Hill Day”, Mr Christie said it
is crucial to celebrate the com-
munity’s rich history and remem-
ber the importance of sharing it
and passing it on from genera-
tion to generation.

Also in attendance were Sena-
tor Jacinta Higgs and FNM chair-
man Carl Bethel, who also
offered remarks and congratula-
tions to the community.

Commenting on the support
for Fox Hill Day offered by both
major parties, Mr Christie called
the festival an opportunity to
show the Bahamian people that
despite political differences, at
the end of the day both parties
believe in doing the right thing
for the Bahamas.

Following the church tour, Fox
Hillians continued the celebra-
tion with food stalls, music, greasy
pole climbing competitions and
the plaiting of the maypole.

Minister of National Security
Tommy Turnquest told The Tri-
bune that police had an effective
policing plan in place throughout
the celebration.

PAYING HOMAGE
TO OUR HERITAGE

FROM page two

HAPPY FOX HILL DAY!
Fox Hill residents celebrated the
annual Fox Hill Day festival yester-
day. The festival commemorates
the manner in which freed slaves
who settled in the area celebrated
their freedom. Yesterday several
members of parliament including
PLP leader Perry Christie and FNM
Chairman Carl Bethel went on a
church tour. Pictured are scenes
from the event.

PHOTOS BY TIM CLARKE
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BAHAMAS
Nassau: 242.356.9801

Freeport: 242.351.3010

BARBADOS
St. Michael: 246.435.1955

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

RECOVERY in the domestic
economy is expected to be main-
tained over the remainder of the
year with conditions in the job mar-
ket likely to “gradually improve”,
according to the latest report from
the Central Bank.

This outlook was presented in
the Central Bank’s monthly Eco-
nomic Financial Developments
(MEFD) June report. 

The report stated: “Amid an
improved outlook for tourism out-
put and foreign investment activity,
the recovery in the domestic econ-
omy is expected to be maintained
over the remainder of the year. In
tandem with these developments,
conditions in the job market are
likely to gradually improve, with
the majority of the short term gains
evident in the construction sector.”

Winston Rolle, president of the
Bahamas Chamber of Commerce
and Employers Confederation
(BCCEC) told Tribune Business:
“I think the numbers do indicate

some degree of recovery. Only
question is, how much of that do
we attribute to the larger projects?
Sometimes our economic numbers
can be inflated by our larger pro-
jects. It is a positive outlook,
the question is how much of
that is validated by the con-
struction industry.”

The International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) recently
said the Bahamian econ-
omy is gaining strength
and has faired well
despite global financial
woes.

Minister of State for
Finance Zhivargo Laing
said: “The IMF report
confirms what we have
been saying, that
we are in a
recov-

ery, a recovery that’s gaining some
momentum. 

“Their initial  look at the
Bahamas had projections of growth

that were a little over
one per cent. Now

they are suggest-
ing two per cent
or so. I think
their opportu-
nity to come
here and get a
more detailed
assessment of
what is hap-
pening trans-
lated into a
more optimistic

forecast on their
part.”

According to
the Cen-

t r a l

Bank, domestic inflation is expect-
ed to remain “benign” although
the “persistence of elevated oil
prices cold exert upward pressure
on domestic energy costs”.

Measures
“In the fiscal sector, the long-

term sustainability of the overall
deficit and corresponding debt indi-
cators will depend heavily on the
pace and broadening of the eco-
nomic recovery, as well as the
effectiveness of measures aimed at
improving Government’s revenue
administration and increasing the
tax yield. 

“On the monetary front, both
liquidity and external reserves are
poised to remain buoyant in the
near term, in the context of a con-
tinuation of mild credit growth,”
the Central Bank report stated.

CREDIT to the private
sector rebounded by $37.2
million from last year’s
$75.6 fall off, the Central
Bank revealed in its
monthly Economic Finan-
cial Developments for
June.

According to the Central
Bank, this development
was primarily explained by
a $26.4 million recovery in
commercial loans, from the
$55.6 million contraction a
year ago. 

“Further, growth in
mortgages more than dou-
bled to $24.6 million from
$12 million; and the con-
traction in consumer credit
was lower at $13.8 million
from $32 million last year.
A further disaggregation of
consumer lending for the
first five months showed an
almost flat position as
repayments of $530.7 mil-
lion nearly matched new
credit of $530.5 million,
with net declines in most of
the  categories,” the Cen-
tral Bank report stated.

According to the report,
the most significant
declines occurred for loans
for “miscellaneous purpos-
es” ($17.2 million),  credit
cards ($12 million), home
improvement ($7.5 mil-
lion) and education ($3
million).  

In a modest offset, debt
consolidation loans —
which include restructured
loans — advanced by $44.3
million and lending for
land purchases grew mar-
ginally by $0.6 million. 

By NATARIO 
McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@
tribunemedia.net

MINISTER of State
for Finance Zhivargo
Laing told Tribune
Business yesterday the
government is moni-
toring what impact the
recent US crediting
rating downgrade by
the credit rating
agency Standard and
Poor’s from AAA to
AA-plus will have on
the Bahamian econo-
my to determine what
steps it would have to
take.

“We always monitor
the US economy
because of our ties to
it,” said Mr Laing.

“The extent to which
this recent debt dilem-
ma possesses some
threat to the US eco-
nomic outlook means
that we need to contin-
ue to look at that. If
that does translate to
real economic change
then we will have to
determine what impli-
cations that has for us
and then make whatev-
er adjustments or steps
that have to be taken.

“I can’t say at the
moment that there is
any particular concern
but we are always
mindful to watch what
is happening in the US
economy. 

“The recent debt
debate and some of the
fallout that is now
being experienced
from that would obvi-
ously imply some chal-
lenges for the Bahamas
to the extent that
American consumers
and business people
feel less inclined to do
some of the travel and
business they would
typically do in a place
like the Bahamas. That
would be a general
concern we would
have. 

“In the meantime, it
is really something that
we will monitor and
exercise some vigilance
over because it is not
something we can do
something about per
se.” 

Wall Street suffered
a 512 point fall in trad-
ing last week, one of its
worst performances
since 2008, and contin-
ued that downward
trend Monday.

The S&P downgrade
carries with it fears of
a higher cost of bor-
rowing for the US with
broad, negative global
implications, which for
the Bahamas could
mean a negative
impact on the tourism
sector, in particular.

GOVERNMENT
MONITORING
IMPACT OF US
DOWNGRADING
ON BAHAMAS

MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE: CENTRAL BANK’S MONTHLY ECONOMIC FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENTS JUNE REPORT

REPORT: JOB MARKET CONDITIONS
LIKELY TO ‘GRADUALLY IMPROVE’

Domestic economy recovery expected to be maintained

CREDIT TO THE
PRIVATE SECTOR
REBOUNDS BY
$37.2 MILLION

A GRAPH ON a screen of a specialist
on the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange shows stock activity near
the close of trading, Tuesday. The
Dow Jones industrial average closed
up 429.92 points. 

• SEE PAGE THREE

Richard Drew/AP

STOCKS SOAR AFTER
FED PLEDGES LOW
RATES INTO 2013

MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE
Zhivargo Laing



WASHINGTON
Associated Press

WHAT LITTLE confi-
dence consumers have is
being undermined by the
tumult on Wall Street.

Americans struggling
with lean wages and job
insecurity have seen their
401(k) accounts shrivel
over the past 2? weeks. A
plunge in oil prices has
provided some relief at
the pump, but not enough
to amel iorate  anxiety
about the overall econo-
my.

When consumers feel
less wealthy, they're less
likely to buy new furni-
ture, new appliances or
new cars.  And because
their  spending dr ives
about 70 percent of the
economy, analysts fear a
negative feedback loop in
which markets and con-
sumers drag each other
down.

"We'll just scare our-
selves into a recession,"
says David Kelly, chief
market strategist with J.P.
Morgan Funds.

Murray Specktor, 58, a
retired Northwest Airlines
pilot, says he has enough
money tucked away to
support himself. But with
the Dow Jones industrial
average more than 11 per-
cent lower than it was less
than three weeks ago, he's
taking further precautions.

"No expensive meals
out," he says. "Entertain-
ment's going to get cut
back. Until I see where
this is going, I've just got
to preserve capital and try
to get my comfort level
up."

The drop in the stock
market could cut overall
spending by $140 billion,
or 1.3 percent, over the
coming year,  says Paul
Dales, senior U.S. econo-
mist at Capital Econom-
ics. Dales forecasts that
the stock market turmoil
could reduce the econo-
my's annual growth rate
by half a percentage point
through 2012.

There  i sn' t  much to
spare. In the first half of
the year ,  the economy
grew at a scant 0.8 percent
annual rate. That helps

explain the dive on Wall
Street: Stocks are falling
partly on fears that the
nation could slip back into
a recession.

Tumbling stock prices
could especially depress
spending by  weal thier
consumers. Eighty percent
of stocks belong to the
r ichest  10  percent  of
Americans. And the rich-
est 20 percent represent
about 40 percent of con-
sumer spending. Luxury
retailers that have helped
sustain the economy could
suffer.

Even before  s tocks
began dropping last
month, consumers weren't
exact ly  exuberant .  In
June, they reduced spend-
ing for the first time in 20
months. The Rasmussen
Consumer Index, drawn
from a national survey,
found Monday that  70
percent  of  Americans
think the  economy is
worsening. That's up from
45 percent at the start of
the year.

The stock-market drop
means "people will put off
spending decisions, par-

ticularly for large-ticket
i tems,  and that  wi l l  . . .
reduce growth," says Bri-
an Gendreau, a market
strategis t  wi th  Cetera
Financial  Group and a
finance professor at the
University of Florida.

Rob Stein, senior port-
folio manager at Astor
Asset Management, wor-
ries that the stock market
could remain depressed
for months and hurt sales
during the crucial holiday
season. Still, he holds out
hope.

Usual ly ,  "s lowdowns
based on market move-
ments are temporary,"
Stein says. "Just like high
gas prices, you get used to
it."

A lot of investors aren't
waiting to see what will
happen in the stock mar-
ket: They're shifting mon-
ey from stocks to bonds in
their 401(k) accounts. On
Monday, investors in the
4.7 million 401(k) moni-
tored by consultant Aon
Hewitt transferred $1.6
billion from stocks and
into fixed-income invest-
ments. On a typical day,
investors move $300 mil-
lion to $400 million.

Famil ies  are  get t ing
some relief because gas
prices are about 30 cents a
gallon cheaper than they
were at the start of the
summer. But the benefits
are tempered by the con-
text in which these price
declines come: fear of a
weakening economy.

James O'Sullivan, chief
economist at MF Global,
takes  some comfort  in
what happened last year.
Stocks plunged 14 percent
between late April and
early July on fears about
Europe's debt crisis.

"The economy lost a bit
of momentum, but it did-
n't go into recession, and
it accelerated again before
the end of  the  year ,"
O'Sullivan notes.

Joel Naroff of Naroff
Economic Advisors says
the damage to consumers'
psyche would have been
worse years ago. But when
the tech-stock bubble
burst in 2000 and stocks
tanked in 2008, "people
lost  an  awful  lot  and
became more conserva-
tive."

Yet  i f  the  se l lof f  in
stocks continues, Naroff
says, "it could convince

people  we're  heading
toward another recession"
— and perhaps turn the
fears into reality.

Sentiment among con-
sumers is especially criti-
cal because of the outsize
impact of their spending.
But plunging stocks also
hurt business confidence.

Companies whose share
prices  have sunk can't
raise as much money by
issuing shares to the pub-
lic. Some companies will
delay initial public offer-
ings that would have gen-
erated cash they could
have used to expand and
hire.

U.S. companies are sit-
ting on about $2 trillion in
cash. Economists say their
reluctance to spend that
money is a big reason the
economy is still sputter-
ing.

The stock market tur-
moil is likely to remind
many executives of the
2008 financial crisis. Even
big, profitable corpora-
tions had trouble getting
short-term loans. Fears
that that could happen
again could give compa-
nies another reason to
hoard cash.

"It just reinforces the
hesitation" of companies
to hire and invest, says
Diane Swonk, chief econ-
omist at Mesirow Finan-
cial. The market's drop
"validates large corpora-
t ions'  decis ion to hold
cash."

Mainly, though, they're
waiting for consumers to
start  spending freely
again. It may take a while.

Patrick Sheehan of Palm
Springs, Calif., says the
stock plunge has "caused
a lot of hysteria in peo-
ple." Sheehan, co-creator
of a documentary film fes-
tival, says he and his wife
have already cut spending.

"We're bracing for the
next storm," he says.

Technology consultant
Greg Schulz of Stillwater,
Minn., spent about $200
on memory and a hard
drive for his computer a
few days ago, even as the
stock market was falling.
He's  s t i l l  spending on
essentials. But the mar-
ket's continued fall has
caused him to avoid any
extravagances.

"I found a good bar-
gain," Schulz said of the
computer gear that will
help him do his job bet-
ter. "But am I going to go
out and buy that new 80-
inch 3D TV? Nope."
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IN THIS AUG. 8  PHOTO, news of a massive stock sell-off rolls around a ticker in Times Square, in New York. Americans struggling with lean wages, job insecurity and high gaso-
line prices have seen a 15-percent plunge in stock prices shrink their 401(k) accounts over the past two weeks. (AP)

WALL STREET TUMULT THREATENS TO SPOOK CONSUMERS 

 



WASHINGTON
Associated Press

THE FEDERAL
RESERVE guaranteed
super-low interest rates for
two more years Tuesday —
an unprecedented step to
arrest the alarming decline
of the stock market and the
economy. Wall Street roared
its approval and finished a
wild day with a 429-point
gain.

The rally was remarkably
fast — the Dow Jones indus-
trial average was still down
for the day with less than an
hour of trading to go — and
enough to erase two-thirds
of its decline the day before.

The Fed set its target for
interest rates near zero in
2008 as a response to the
financial crisis that fall. Since
then, it had said only that
rates would stay low for an
"extended period." On
Tuesday, it guaranteed them
until mid-2013.

But it was also a sign that
the Fed expects the economy
to stay weak for two more
years, longer than the Fed
had previously indicated. It
has already been more than
two years since the end of
the Great Recession.

The central bank left open
the possibility of a third
round of bond purchases
designed to hold interest
rates down and push stock
prices up. The second round,
announced last year, led to
an extended rally for the
stock market.

In an unusually volatile
day of trading, the Dow fin-
ished up 429.92 points, or
about 4 percent. It closed at
11,239.77. The Standard &
Poor's 500 index finished up
4.7 percent, and the Nasdaq
finished up 5.3 percent.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury bond briefly hit a
record low, 2.03 percent.
Investors have bought gov-
ernment bonds, driving the
yields down, even after S&P
stripped the United States
of its top-of-the-line credit
rating last week.

Low interest rates for two
more years could make the
stock market a better bet
because bonds will return
less money. That appeared
to be at least part of the rea-
son stocks rallied so much
after investors had a chance
to digest the Fed's statement.

Some analysts also attrib-
uted the late-day rally to
wording in the Fed's state-
ment suggesting it might
take further steps to stimu-
late the economy in the
future.

The stock rally came after
two and a half weeks of
almost uninterrupted
declines. Those were fueled
first by uncertainty about the
federal debt ceiling, then by
concerns that the U.S. econ-
omy is headed for a new
recession and about out-of-
control European debt.

When it came late Friday,

the downgrade only added
anxiety. On Monday, the
first day of trading after it
was announced, the Dow fell
634 points. Even counting
Tuesday's gains, the Dow is
down 11.6 percent since July
21 — almost 1,500 points.

The Fed's announcement
of a two-year timeframe for
any rate increase under-
scored a stark reality: A slug-
gish economy and painfully
high unemployment have
become chronic.

"The tone of the Fed's
statement is very downbeat.
They are very nervous about
the economy," said Mark
Zandi, chief economist at
Moody's Analytics. "This is
unprecedented for the Fed
to indicate they are ready to
keep rates low for two more
years."

Not everyone was as
impressed as investors on
Wall Street appeared to be.
University of Oregon econ-
omist Timothy Duy called
the move "weak medicine"
and said he wanted to see
the Fed commit to buying
more Treasury bonds.

The Fed did hold out the
promise of further help
down the road but did not
spell out what else it might
do.

The central bank's deci-
sion was approved on a 7-3
vote with three Fed regional
bank presidents who have
been worried about inflation
objecting. It was the first

time since November 1992
that as many as three Fed
members have dissented
from a policy statement.

Dean Maki, chief U.S.
economist at Barclays Capi-
tal, said the dissent suggests
that Fed Chairman Ben
Bernanke would have trou-
ble building consensus for
another round of bond pur-
chases.

The Fed used significantly
more downbeat language to
describe current economic
conditions. It said so far this
year the economy has grown
"considerably slower" than
the Fed had expected and
consumer spending "has flat-
tened out."

It also said that temporary
factors, such as high energy
prices and the Japan crisis,
only accounted for "some of
the recent weakness" in eco-
nomic activity.

The more explicit time
frame on the Fed's key
interest rate is aimed at
calming nervous investors.
It offered them a clearer pic-
ture of how long they will
be able to obtain ultra-cheap
credit.

Bernanke didn't speak
publicly after Tuesday's Fed
meeting. He is expected to
speak later this month at the
Fed's annual retreat in Jack-
son Hole, Wyo., Bernanke
will likely address the weak-
ening economy, the S&P
downgrade and the market
turmoil.
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A BOARD on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange shows the Dow Jones Industrial average at the close of trading, Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2011. (AP)

Dean Maki, chief U.S. econo-
mist at Barclays Capital, said
the dissent suggests that Fed
Chairman Ben Bernanke
(pictured) would have trou-
ble building consensus for
another round of bond pur-
chases.

Susan Walsh, File/AP
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NEW YORK
Associated Press

GOLD PRICES closed
higher Tuesday even as
some investors put their
money  back  in to  the
stock market, an unusual

situation that reflected
continued anxiety among
investors.

Gold prices usually fall
when the stock market
rises, as it did for much
of  Tuesday .  But  go ld
prices continued to climb.
The S&P 500 finished the
day up more than 5 per-
cent.

Investors aren't willing
to  le t  go  of  their  gold
reserves, which are seen
as a secure investment in
times of economic turbu-
lence.

"When you have a big
up-move  in  the  s tock
market, gold gets sold. It
didn't do that. It tells me
that  we're in for  some
prolonged stability in the
go ld  market ,"  sa id
George Ger, vice presi-
dent  a t  RBC Globa l
Futures in New York.

Investors are clinging to
their gold contracts as a
k ind  of  back-pocket
insurance policy,  Gero
said. Even when portfo-
lio managers are buying
stock, they now appear
unwilling to let go of their
contracts for a hard asset
like gold.

Gold  for  December
delivery gained $29.80 to
close at $1,743 an ounce.
September Silver, by con-
trast, fell $1.497 to finish
at $37.883 an ounce.

Other commodities fol-
lowed more predictable
patterns. Crop prices rose
as rising stock prices hint-
ed at higher demand for
food. Industrial metals
were also up.

September palladium

gained $6.05 at $734.55,
and October  p lat inum
gained $32.80 to end at
$1 ,756 .40 .  Copper  for
September  de l ivery
gained 0.85 cent at $3.97
per pound.

Wheat for September
delivery rose 15.25 cents
to finish at $6.7175 per
bushel. December corn
gained 2.5 cents at $6.885
per bushel and November
soybeans fell 11.75 cents
to $12.9975 per bushel.

In energy trading, oil
prices continued to fall on
worries that a tepid glob-
al economy could crimp
future demand for oil and
gas. Those worries inten-
sified after the Federal
Reserve  sa id  Tuesday
afternoon the U.S. econ-
omy is  recovering at  a
s lower  pace  than  i t
expected.

The  Fed  sa id  i t  w i l l
keep its key interest rate
"except iona l ly  low"
through mid-2013. The
central bank expects the
economy to stay weak till
then, and that implies oil
and gas demand in the
U.S .  w i l l  be  le s s  than
robust as well.

Benchmark crude for
September  de l ivery
dropped $2.01 to finish at
$79.30 per barrel on the
New York  Mercant i le
Exchange.

Heat ing oi l  lost  3 .69
cents at $2.7648 per gal-
lon. Gasoline futures fell
2.4 cents to $2.6676 per
gal lon and natural  gas
rose 5.9 cents to end at
$3.994 per  1 ,000 cubic
feet.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.17 1.17 0.00 34,034 0.155 0.080 7.5 6.84%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 -0.640 0.080 -16.6 0.75%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.93 6.93 0.00 0.230 0.100 30.1 1.44%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.048 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.030 0.090 90.0 3.33%
1.96 1.77 Fidelity Bank 1.77 1.77 0.00 0.097 0.040 18.2 2.26%
11.10 8.30 Cable Bahamas 8.48 8.48 0.00 2,000 0.245 0.310 34.6 3.66%
2.80 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.438 0.040 5.8 1.57%
8.50 8.33 Commonwealth Brewery 8.50 8.50 0.00 0.740 0.000 11.5 0.00%
7.00 6.04 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.88 6.88 0.00 1,500 0.496 0.260 13.9 3.78%
2.00 1.73 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.56 1.77 0.21 0.111 0.045 15.9 2.54%
1.90 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.38 1.37 -0.01 1,000 0.074 0.110 18.5 8.03%
5.50 4.75 Famguard 5.43 5.43 0.00 0.498 0.240 10.9 4.42%
8.80 5.35 Finco 5.39 5.39 0.00 0.757 0.000 7.1 0.00%
9.74 7.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.31 8.29 -0.02 2,000 0.494 0.350 16.8 4.22%
6.00 5.00 Focol (S) 5.75 5.75 0.00 6,000 0.435 0.220 13.2 3.83%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 -0.122 0.240 -59.8 3.29%
10.80 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.880 0.640 11.2 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

TUESDAY, 9 AUGUST 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,398.28| CHG -0.98 | %CHG  -0.07 | YTD -101.23 | YTD % -6.75

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320
FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5716 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5716 2.98% 6.01% 1.467397
3.0160 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0160 2.33% 3.29% 2.902023
1.6128 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.6128 2.46% 4.56% 1.528885
2.8686 2.5730 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.5730 -5.41% -9.79%
13.6806 13.2291 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.6806 2.42% 2.01%
114.1289 99.4177 CFAL Global Bond Fund 114.0922 2.35% 13.88% 114.128861
118.4255 101.6693 CFAL Global Equity Fund 118.4255 2.30% 8.26% 116.580785
1.1749 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1749 2.48% 5.16%
1.1343 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1343 1.41% 5.17%
1.1764 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1764 2.38% 5.39%
9.9952 9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9433 0.98% 4.58%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.1970 1.31% 11.59%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.1525 1.27% 8.82%
8.8564 7.5827 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.6507 3.01% 18.38%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price
 52wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity
 52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity
 Previous Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price
 Today's Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week
 Change - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths
 Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value
 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful
 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100
(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007
(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

NAV Date

31-May-11

30-Jun-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds

30-Jun-11

30-Jun-11

NAV 6MTH
1.526164
2.947425
1.574964

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

30-Jun-11

30-Jun-11

30-Jun-11
22-Jul-11
30-Jun-11

MARKET TERMS

30-Jun-11

30-Jun-11

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

111.469744
115.762221

30-Jun-11

30-Jun-11
30-Jun-11

LOS ANGELES
Associated Press

COMING off a quarter where its
revenue sank 49 percent amid a sharp
drop in home closings, homebuilder
Beazer Homes USA Inc. says it's
going to step up efforts to buy and
rent out foreclosed homes.

The Atlanta builder, which report-
ed a wider fiscal third-quarter loss
on Tuesday, began buying foreclo-
sures, fixing them up and renting
them out in the spring. The idea:
Bring in more revenue by catering
to people who aren't ready to buy a
house or who can't qualify for a mort-
gage.

President and CEO Allan Merrill
said the strategy has paid off and now
Beazer owns or has under contract
more than 100 rental homes, most
located in Phoenix and some in Las
Vegas.

"While today's difficult new home
sales environment creates challenges
for our homebuilding business, it cre-
ates sizable opportunities for the pre-
owned homes division we launched
this spring," Merrill said.

The builder now plans to expand
the business by enlisting an outside
partner to help shoulder most of the
costs of buying more homes, while it
limits itself to an investment of $20
million.

The strategy is part of a broader
revenue-boosting plan by Merrill,
who took over the CEO post after
former CEO Ian McCarthy was oust-
ed in mid-June.

McCarthy was fired about three
months after he agreed to give back
$6.5 million in bonuses and profits
from the sale of company stock in a
deal with federal regulators. The
executive had accrued those gains at
a time when investigators said Beaz-
er was committing accounting fraud.

Merrill outlined several ways the
builder intends to raise more rev-
enue, including keeping operating
costs low, improving its sales per
community and taking in more fee
income from home rentals. Earlier
this year, the builder cut roughly 130
full-time jobs as part of a cost-sav-
ing effort.

Beazer's move to beef up its home
rental business reflects improving
demand for rental housing, which has
helped drive up rental rates in many

U.S. markets. In contrast, new home
sales have been lackluster this year,
following a disappointing spring
home-selling season, the traditional
peak sale period for home sales.

Last year was the worst for new-
home sales on records dating back a
half century, and through the first six
months of this year, sales are lagging
behind last year's totals.

High unemployment, larger down-
payment requirements and tougher
lending standards are preventing
many people from buying homes.
And some potential buyers who can
clear those hurdles are holding off,
worried that home prices have yet to
bottom out.

"Job growth and consumer confi-
dence have to be pillars of any hous-
ing recovery, so until they both show
signs of strengthening, we expect a
level of new home sales to remain
suppressed," Merrill said.

While its rental initiative may have
been a bright spot, Beazer's home
sales trends in the quarter were
mixed.

The sharp drop in the builder's
home closings for the April-June
quarter was primarily due to a small-
er backlog of homes under contract at
the beginning of the period than in
the same quarter last year, when
homebuyer tax credits helped spur
home sales industrywide.

The housing incentives expired at
the end of April last year, and sales
sank through the summer.

That sales decline made for an eas-
ier year-over-year benchmark, how-
ever, and Beazer posted a better-
than-expected 23.7 percent annual
jump in new home orders in its latest
quarter.

Merrill said he expects the compa-
ny will generate more sales in its fis-
cal fourth quarter than it did in the
same period of 2010 and 2009.

Beazer posted a net loss of $59.1
million, or 80 cents a share, in the
three months ended June 30. That
compares with a loss of $27.8 million,
or 41 cents a share, a year ago.

Beazer's loss from continuing oper-
ations was $55.8 million, or 75 cents
per share, which included $16 mil-
lion in pre-tax charges.

Analysts polled by FactSet 
expected a smaller loss of 46 cents a
share.

Revenue fell to $172.8 million from
$321.8 million, falling well short of
Wall Street's estimate of $230.2 mil-
lion.

Home closings slid to 791 homes,
while new orders rose to 1,215. The
cancellation rate fell to 24.3 percent
from 29.3 percent.

Beazer shares ended the regular
session down 11 cents, or 5.7 percent,
to $1.83.

A CONSTRUCTION WORKER arrives at the construction site of a new Beazer home early Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2011 in Gilbert, Ariz. Beazer Homes USA Inc. said Tuesday
that its fiscal third-quarter loss widened as the homebuilder closed on fewer homes and incurred some charges. (AP)

Gold up 
with stocks as
investors cling

to security

BEAZER SEES WIDER LOSS, BUT NEW ORDERS CLIMB 
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WASHINGTON
Associated Press

FIRE TRUCKS and concrete
mixers, semis, heavy-duty pickups
and all trucks in between will, for
the first time, have to trim fuel con-
sumption and emissions of heat-trap-
ping gases under new efficiency stan-
dards announced Tuesday by Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

The White House said the stan-
dards will save businesses billions of
dollars in fuel costs, help reduce oil
consumption and cut air pollution.
The standards apply to vehicle mod-
el years 2014 to 2018.

Three categories of vehicles are
affected. Big rigs or semis will have
to slash fuel consumption and pro-
duction of heat-trapping gases by up
to 23 percent. Gasoline-powered
heavy-duty pickups and vans will
have to cut consumption by 10 per-
cent, or by 15 percent if the vehicles
run on diesel fuel.

The standards also prescribe a 9
percent reduction in fuel consump-
tion and greenhouse gas emissions
for work trucks, which include every-
thing from fire trucks and concrete
mixers to garbage trucks and buses.

In a statement, Obama said peo-
ple who build, buy and drive medi-
um and heavy-duty trucks support
the new standards.

Obama had planned to unveil the
standards at a trucking business in
Virginia, a state crucial to his re-
election hopes. But the trip was can-
celed Tuesday without explanation
and Obama met privately at the
White House with industry officials.
He then flew to Dover Air Force
Base in Delaware to pay respects to
30 U.S. troops killed over the week-
end in Afghanistan. Their remains
were flown to the base.

The White House projected sav-
ings of 530 million barrels of oil and
$50 billion in fuel costs over the lives
of the vehicles covered by the new
standards, along with improved air
quality and public health.

The administration released no
miles-per-gallon equivalent for the
new standards, saying that to do so
would be confusing given the multi-
ple categories of vehicles, the dif-
ferent types of vehicles in each cat-
egory and the varying payloads that
each one carries.

Officials did stress that the costs of
making the trucks more fuel-effi-
cient — ranging from hundreds of
dollars to thousands of dollars per
vehicle — will be recouped through
reduced fuel costs over the lifetime
of the vehicles.

It's the second round of fuel effi-
ciency standards Obama has
announced in the past month.

Last month, the president
announced a deal with automakers
to double overall fuel economy to
54.5 mpg by 2025, starting in model
year 2017. Cars and light trucks now
on the road average 27 mpg.

That followed a 2009 deal com-
mitting cars and trucks to averaging
35.5 mpg by model year 2016.

RICH FREELAND, president of Engine Business at Cummins Inc., center, joins other executives from the US truck manufacturing industry outside the White House in
Washington, Tuesday, after their meeting with President Barack Obama on new fuel efficiency standards for work trucks, buses, and other heavy duty vehicles. At left
is Dan Ustian, CEO of Navistar International Corp., with Bill Graves, president of the American Trucking Associations, at right. (AP)

BARACK OBAMA ANNOUNCES FUEL
STANDARDS FOR BIG VEHICLES 

NEW YORK
Associated Press

SALES OF U.S. MAGAZINES at news-
stands and other retail outlets fell 9 percent in
the first six months of the year in a sign of
readers trimming discretionary spending,
according to figures from an industry trade
group released Tuesday.

Although overall circulation was down just
1 percent, the larger drop in the single-copy
sales figure is troubling for magazine pub-
lishers. That's because publishers typically
make more from those sales than from sub-
scriptions, which are sold at a discount so
publishers can boost circulation and lure
advertisers.

Single-copy sales have been steadily declin-
ing. The Audit Bureau of Circulations, an
industry trade group, says that in the latest

period, the 418 titles examined sold 29.8 mil-
lion copies at retail outlets, compared with
32.8 million a year earlier. Overall circula-
tion was 301 million, down from 305 million.

The figures include digital sales, such as
those on Apple's iPad tablet computer.

The top-selling consumer magazine on
newsstands, Cosmopolitan, saw single-copy
sales fall 2.6 percent to 1.6 million. Woman's
World was the No. 2 magazine by single-copy
sales at 1.19 million, a 5 percent drop from a
year ago. People, which is owned by Time
Warner Inc., was third at 1.15 million, reflect-
ing a 10.5 percent drop.

The magazine with the largest circulation
overall was AARP The Magazine, with 22.4
million.

Among larger magazines, Vogue had the
largest single-copy increase. It sold 360,000, up
12.7 percent.

CUSTOMERS STAND IN LINE as
Jaqueline Henderson, right, pre-
pares to pump gas at a station in
Portland, Ore., Friday.  President
Barack Obama and top auto exec-
utives are set to unveil details of a
compromise to slash the amount
of gasoline cars and trucks will
need down the road. 

Don Ryan/AP

NEWSSTAND SALES OF US
MAGAZINES DOWN 9 PERCENT

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are making
news in their neighbourhoods.
Perhaps you are raising funds
for a good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the area
or have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986 and
share your story.
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NEW YORK
Associated Press

APPLE has surpassed
Exxon Mobil as the most
valuable company in the
U.S.

Apple Inc.'s stock gained
3.4 percent to $365.10 Tues-
day afternoon, bringing the
iPhone and iPad maker's
market capitalization to
about $338 billion.

Exxon Mobil Corp. shares,
meanwhile, were trading at
$69.23, down 1.4 percent.
That gives the oil company a
market cap of $337 billion.

Other big-name corpora-
tions, such as Wal-Mart
Stores Inc. and General
Electric Co., don't even
come close.

Exxon, which set a record
in 2008 for the highest quar-
terly earnings by any com-
pany, has limited growth
prospects. Its growth is dri-
ven by oil prices and discov-
ering new oil.

By contrast, Apple has
been on a roll with the soar-

ing popularity of its iPad
tablet computer and strong
sales of the iPhone. Apple's
growth is limited only by
innovation. Investors expect
it to grow as long as it keeps
making products that peo-
ple want. So investors are
betting on Apple's stock
even though it currently
makes less money than
Exxon.

In its latest quarterly
report, Apple said stronger
iPhone and iPad sales helped
more than double its net
income to $7.31 billion and
grow revenue by 82 percent
to $28.6 billion.

Exxon Mobil, meanwhile,
posted a 41 percent increase
in its second-quarter earn-
ings to $10.68 billion, the
largest since it set a record of
$14.8 billion in the third
quarter of 2008. Its revenue
grew 36 percent to $125.5
billion.

Apple, which is based in
Cupertino, California, has a
higher price-to-earnings ratio
than Exxon Mobil, but not

by much. They are both low-
er than that of the average of
the S&P 500 index.

International companies
that vie for the most valu-
able spot include PetroChina
Co., the publicly traded unit
of China's biggest oil and gas
company, and Petrobras,
Brazil's state-controlled
energy company.

In the U.S., Exxon and
General Electric had been
trading off the No. 1 and No.
2 spots until Microsoft Corp.
surpassed them both in ear-
ly 1999, at the height of the
dot-com boom. 

By 2000, though, GE was
No. 1 once again. According
to data from FactSet, the
three were close over the
next five years, though
Apple was ascending quick-
ly.

Exxon Mobil, which is
based in Irving, Texas, took
the top spot in 2005 and
remained there until Tues-
day.

Apple surpassed Microsoft
in market cap last year.

APPLE PASSES
EXXON AS MOST
VALUABLE US
COMPANY

STEVE JOBS, CEO of Apple Inc. (AP)

EXXON MOBIL CORP. shares were trading at $69.23, down 1.4 percent. (AP)

PONTOTOC, Miss.
Associated Press

MISSISSIPPI'S Public Service Commis-
sion has approved the Three Rivers Solid
Waste Authority's request to construct a 1
megawatt facility in Pontotoc County that
will convert landfill gas to electricity.

Commissioner Brandon Presley said in a
news release Tuesday that the facility will be
the second project that uses such a process in
Mississippi.

Presley said the power generated by the
waste authority will be sold to the Tennessee
Valley Authority through Pontotoc County
Electric Power Association's distribution
system. 

Currently, the landfill-gas is flared and
released into the atmosphere.

Presley said the plant is a $2 million invest-
ment that will be equipped to power approx-
imately 1,000 homes and is projected to be
online by the summer of 2012, creating 16
jobs.

PSC OKS LANDFILL GAS GENERATING PLANT IN PONTOTOC
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MARKHAM, Ont.
Associated Press

PREMIER DALTON
MCGUINTY reached out Tuesday
to reassure jittery Ontarians in the
wake of the first-ever downgrade of
U.S. government debt that sent
financial market tumbling.

The Liberal premier joined other
Canadian leaders, including Prime
Minister Stephen Harper, to calm
fears that another global recession is
lurking around the corner.

McGuinty acknowledged Ontario
is facing "some challenges," but the
province has taken steps since the
2008 downturn to strengthen its
fragile economy.

"I know that Ontarians are little
bit concerned about unsettling
events that are unfolding in places
like the U.S. and Europe, but our
economy is in fact more stable
here," he said.

"Our debt levels, relatively speak-
ing are much more manageable. We
continue to create jobs. When the
recession hit us we did smart things
like stimulating our economy, we
supported our ailing auto sector."

McGuinty, who is facing an elec-
tion Oct. 6, also touted his govern-
ment's push for renewable energy
business, saying the governing Lib-
erals are still "in the driver's seat"
when it comes to bolstering the
economy.

"It's impossible to — nor would
we want to — completely uncouple
from the global economy, because it
does represent tremendous oppor-
tunity for wealth creation and new
jobs here," he said after announcing
$80 million for electric car-charging
stations.

An RBC economist has already
predicted that Ontario is on track to
mark its best year for growth in a
decade, McGuinty added.

But his federal cousins don't
appear to share McGuinty's opti-
mism about the economy. They are
calling on Finance Minister Jim Fla-
herty to appear before a House of
Commons committee to discuss the
situation.

"The finance minister needs to
level with Canadians about the
potential impact of the current
financial turmoil on his budget num-
bers," Liberal finance critic Scott
Brison said in a release.

"Canadians and investors need to
be kept informed in order to shore
up confidence in our economy."

Ontario's opposition parties say
the province's economic picture
isn't a rosy as McGuinty claims.

Monday's market meltdown
wiped out billions of dollars in stock
value, hitting pension plans and
investments hard, said NDP critic
Peter Tabuns.

The Toronto stock market was
higher Tuesday as investors bought
up stocks that were beaten down in
price after a series of plunges that
brought the TSX to its lowest level
in a year.

People who saw their savings dis-
solve won't be comforted by
McGuinty's words, he said.

"I don't think a 'don't worry, be
happy' message is going to be
enough for people," Tabuns said.

Since the Liberals took office
eight years ago, Ontario has lost
hundreds of thousands of jobs, some
of which were eventually replaced
with lower-paying employment, he
said.

Those who still have jobs are
struggling to pay the bills, said Tory
critic Peter Shurman. McGuinty's
push for green energy will hike
those household costs even more.

"Ontarians want to know that life
will be affordable," he said.

"When the (electricity) bill comes
in the mail, it can't be a surprise
every month. It can't be a monster
every month. 

“It has to be something that is
affordable and expected."

NO NEED TO WORRY
ABOUT ONTARIO'S
ECONOMY DESPITE
GLOBAL CRISIS,
SAYS MCGUINTY

BRUSSELS
Associated Press

FOR THE LAST YEAR and a
half, Germany has been quick to
hit the brakes on expensive plans
to fight Europe's worsening finan-
cial crisis by supporting debt-rid-
den neighbors with billions of
euros in bailout funds and extra
credit.

Meanwhile, Germany sailed
through the crisis relatively
unscathed, recording stellar growth
as big companies like BMW AG
and Daimler AG showed bumper
profits and unemployment sank to
its lowest level in years.

Now, with stock markets tank-
ing, the currency union's largest
member is starting to feel the pain
of a slowing European and global
economy, as German companies
see waning demand for their
exports.

Increasing pressure from Ger-
many's influential manufacturers
could make it harder for Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel to keep resisting
dramatic Europe-wide moves — a
change with potentially important
ramifications for the effort to pull
the continent out of crisis.

Since July 22, the day after euro-
zone leaders decided to give their
bailout fund new powers but
refused to expand its size, Ger-
many's main stock index, the
DAX, has lost 19 percent.

That's worse than the 13 percent
drop seen on the FTSE 100 in the
U.K., or the 17 percent dive taken
by the French CAC-40.

But Merkel's government seems
unprepared to take on an even big-
ger role in fighting the debt crisis.
In contrast to France, Berlin has
so far ruled out boosting the size of
the currency union's bailout fund,
the European Financial Stability
Facility.

Such an increase, most analysts
say, is necessary to allow the EFSF
to effectively intervene in volatile
bond markets and help Italy and
Spain once it takes over in that
role from the ECB.

There is "a certain uneasiness,
if not to say unhappiness" with the
slow pace of implementation of
important economic and financial
decisions, said Ralph Wiechers,

chief economist at VDMA, an
association that represents some
3,000 engineering companies in
Germany.

While few of the federation's
members are listed on the DAX
and have not been direct victims
of the recent sell-off, they would
quickly feel the pain if fears over
the economy lead to cancellation of
orders, Wiechers says.

"We need, quite simply, an
improved coordination of Euro-
pean economic policy," said
Wiechers, adding that European
leaders had to stop postponing
decisions "from summit to sum-
mit."

And yet, German officials have
said the implementation of recent-
ly decided changes to the EFSF,
such as the power to buy bonds or
help recapitalize banks, can wait
until parliament returns from its
summer recess in September —
adding to investor uncertainty as
the crisis worsens.

New legislation to strengthen the
European Union's limits on gov-
ernment debts and deficits, mean-
while, is foundering in the Euro-
pean Parliament, which has been

unable to get states, including Ger-
many, to agree to more automatic
sanctions for countries whose
finances are on the wrong path.

The difficulties of politicians on
both sides of the Atlantic to get a
handle on their debt troubles has
undermined confidence in the eco-
nomic recovery of both the U.S.
and Europe, and triggered fears of
a double-dip recession, said Bene-
dicta Marzinotto, a research fel-
low at Brussels-based economic
think tank Bruegel.

For Germany that means wan-
ing demand for its expensive cars
and machinery in some of its
biggest export markets, including
the U.S., Italy, Spain and even
France. On Tuesday night, when
all other major markets in Europe
and the U.S. were back in the
green, the DAX had lost another
0.1 percent, its 10th consecutive
day in the red. New data, mean-
while, showed that export growth is
slowing down.

The Federal Statistical Office
said exports in June were up by
3.1 percent to ?88.3 billion ($126
billion) from a year earlier, the
smallest increase in 16 months.

"In June we got to feel the first
indications of the decreasing glob-
al economic dynamism," said
Anton Boerner, the head of Ger-
many's exporters' association. The
impact of the slowing U.S. econo-
my "will be felt in the coming
months," he warned.

Earlier this week, the French
central bank said that France, Ger-
many's biggest trading partner, will
likely grow only 0.2 percent in the
third quarter, just as analysts were
warning that the country may soon
follow the U.S. in losing its AAA
rating. Italy and Spain saw some
relief as the European Central
Bank started buying their bonds
and stopped their borrowing costs
from soaring, but most economist
warn that those bond-purchases
are only a sticking plaster until the
two countries have sorted out their
high debt levels and lackluster
growth records.

Any more delays on tackling
problems will not find much under-
standing with German companies
once they see their profits falling.
"When the house is burning down
at my firm, I can't just go on holi-
day," says Wiechers.

ROBERT HALVER, chief analyst of a German private bank gestures at the stock market in Frankfurt, Germany, Tuesday, Aug.9, 2011, where the stock index DAX
went up in the afternoon when the NYSE opened. (AP)

GERMANY AT THE CENTRE OF
STORM AS STOCKMARKETS DIVE 

A TRADER WATCHES his screens at the stock market in Frankfurt, Germany, Tuesday, Aug.9, 2011, where the stock index
DAX went down after the opening of the stock market. (AP)
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SEBAS ‘RETURNING TO HIS
ROOTS’ AS A PA RTY HOST

GET WELL BAHAMAS THEME
SONG INSPIRES PA RT I C I PA N T S

K E L LY ROWLAND RELEASES
LASTEST ALBUM ‘HERE I AM’
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

BAHAMIAN Dance crews
took over  Las Vegas as
they represented their

country at the 2011 World Hip
Hop Dance Championships. 

“When the crowd saw their performances,
they felt the islands when they performed.
They brought the Bahamas along with
them, straight down to their outfits and the
audience was really impressed with what
they saw," Mr Wayne Chino Symonette,
Bahamas Regional Director, told Tribune
Entertainment.

Following the 2011 Bahamas Hip Hop
dance competition here in the Bahamas,
the crews "Swiffz" and "Juice Unit"
impressed the judges and was qualified to be
selected as the best teams to represent.
"Those two crews are the two prominent
crews here in the Bahamas," Mr Symon-
ette said.

"Hip Hop International are the owners of
America's Best Dance Crew on MTV and I
have the license with

Hip Hop International. I often host events
for groups from the Bahamas to compete
internationally. In order for a group to qual-
ify on an international stage they must first
qualify in their home country."

"Swiffz and Juice Unit were the two
teams chosen, it was more like a performing
arts show, more of a display, held at the
Shirley street performing arts center."

He continued: " Swiffz traveled last year,
they made history last year as the first crew
from the Bahamas to compete at the 2010
champions and basically we were looking
for another crew to send along with them."

Both crews showcased their very best
dance styles and talent in Las Vegas to
impress the judges. " This year the
Bahamas, Juice Unit finished 14 place at
the world hip hop dance championships,
and that was out of 60 in that category.

"Swiffz did pretty well, they did not
advanced on to the next stage as Juice Unit
but they represented us well, they still did an
excellent job. They did a very good show,
whereas the people did not know Hip Hop
was alive in the Bahamas, they were
shocked to see that kind of talent on stage."

Speaking on the upcoming projects for
the remainder of the year,

Mr Symonette

said: "We are going to have workshops,
we made some really good connections
over there and we want to invite more
international choreographers to
come over to help spread hip hop
and dance here in the Bahamas."

"We realise that only sports
is recognised here in the
Bahamas and so we are trying
to make the community more
aware that there are other
means where the Bahamas
can be recognised.

"We are also making
preparations for our next
national qualifying next
year, we want to go more
bigger and we want to send
more crews over next year to
represent the Bahamas. Plac-
ing 14th actually places us
more in their focus now. They
actually realise now that the
Bahamas is something to look
forward to," he said.

"We like to look for persons,
especially the corporate society to
really take notice to what we are doing

‘‘We realise that only
sports is recognised

here in the Bahamas
and so we are trying to

make the community
more aware that there

are other means where
the Bahamas can be

recognised.
– Wayne Chino Symonette

SEE page two
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and to help promote and push these young
men with talent. This is actually taking their
focus off the negative to the positive, these
guys want to see a world title, it is a life
changing experience."

"In Juice Unit, we travel with 6 and Swif-
fz we travel with 5. We are getting ready to
start a Mega crew, and the crew is going to
consist of about 10 to 25 persons in the
group. It's a new section that has been added

to the competition. We also want to form
an all female group and an adult group." 

Offering advice for young men and women
wanting to join the dance groups, Mr Symon-
ette said: "Look at the groups like Juice Unit
and Swiffz, to me those two made an extra-
ordinary example as to what talent is in the
Bahamas. They really showed that talent is
here. First start with the confidence in your-
self, once you are confident with yourself
and perfect your craft, then you can go on to
the next level."

THEY GOT THAT
DANCE FEVER!

FROM page one

JUICE Unit brought the heat in their Bahamian Flag outfits and Swiffz wowed the crowd with their many dance talents!



Special to The Tribune
GET WELL BAHAMAS

This is my body, my health, my life
It’s time to make a change and it starts
with me
I do what’s necessary to be legendary
Success is much closer than it used to
be.
Old habits break ‘em
New chances take ‘em
One day at a time giving it my all.
Keep my head up, work hard, push it to
the limit
Stay on track. I will never fall.

Since NIB launched Phase 1 of its
Get Well Bahamas Health & Fitness
Challenge in January, “I Won’t Give
Up” (first verse above) has been the
up-tempo, inspirational song that had
participants motivated to complete
the gruelling twelve-week personal
fitness training and wellness coaching
programme. This song continues to
be a spark that ignites the 40 new
challengers of Phase 2 to stay focused
on their weight loss and wellness
g o a l s .

This is exactly what Ray Armbris-
ter, producer at Buff Boo Music, was
going for when he was approached
about developing a theme song for
Get Well Bahamas.

“Energy. We wanted energy
because we know that Get Well
Bahamas was a programme geared
towards a weight loss. And so we
knew that this song needed to have
lots of energy so that when [the chal-
lengers] heard the song they would
actually want to get up. I think that
both artists did a very good job on
vocals, and along with great produc-
tion, we were able to achieve what
we set out to accomplished,” said Mr
A r m b r i s t e r .

From lyrics to the final cut, “I

Won’t Give Up” was completed in
one week. This is a relatively short
turnaround time for song produc-
tion, and was due in no small part to
the interest that writers had in the
project,” said Mr Ambrister.

“It helps when everybody is on the
same page,” he added.

The pop/dance track, just over 4
minutes, is currently on rotation at
local radio stations. The song fea-
tures the vocals and writing of Bod-
ine ‘Be’ Johnson and CJ Priest,

young Bahamian artists with a knack
for marrying lyrical style with sub-
stance. “I Won’t Give Up”, which
compels fist-pumping and feet-tap-
ping, while exploring themes of per-
severance, and goal-setting, is the
perfect union.

‘Be’ believes that while the lyrics of
this song are perfect for Get Well
Bahamas challengers, it can also res-
onate with anybody who is facing
challenging times in life.

“When you’re on a journey to

wellness, the most important thing
is being able to motivate yourself
every day to do something that seems
impossible. When a lot of us wake
up in the morning and look at the
task of running or having to do car-
dio or pushup, we see it as challenge.
But this need for motivation goes
beyond just our weight loss goals.
People who hear “I Won’t Give Up”
will hear themselves in the lyrics and
be motivated to complete any jour-
ney they started,” Be explained. 

GET WELL BAHAMAS USES MUSIC TO MOTIVATE PARTICIPANTS
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By THE VENDETTA GROUP
vendettagroup242@gmail.com

Some may say its good
to be the king but
from the looks of

things at the past two phe-
nomenal parties held this
weekend, Aug 5-6, 2011
hosted by Sebas Bastian of
Sebas events; it far better
to be Sebas. 

The young socialite and business-
man hailed by most as the “King of
Parties”, in The Bahamas held his
annual Birthday Party, an event he
started in1999 that has become a
widely anticipated experience for
partygoers in Nassau. 

Over the years his parties have
grown from simple revelry to full
scale concerts, but this year Mr Bas-
tian said “he felt he had to return to
his roots of just being the host of the
hottest party in town where everyone
has a good time.”

STAPLE

He explained that this was
because his past two parties which
featured world-class artist such as
Rick Ross, Jah–Cure, Richie Spice
& Vybz Kartel were so large in
scale that the essence of the all
inclusive party which had become a
staple of most of his earlier parties
were lost. 

His return to fundamentals man-
ifested in the theme for his birthday
party called the FREE FOR ALL ,

a party which offered everyone that
entered the doors before 11pm free
entrance, free food and drink. 

Before the night of the big party
Sebas played host to a smaller and
more intimate crowd made up of
his close friends and associates. He
held it in grand fashion at The One
& Only Ocean Club Beach Club
located on Paradise Island.  The
venue was beautifully lit by the nat-
ural light that flowed easily through
the spacious open design of the
Beach club. Plush black leather
couches provided swank sitting
areas for the attendees of the soiree. 

Helpful and attentive servers
manned the bars and food areas
serving nothing but the best. Pro-
viding the music for the night was
veteran DJ Killer B who had kept
the mood for the whole night excit-
ing. Slowly some of Nassau’s elite
made their way into the party
through rain. The awesome combi-
nation of the gorgeous venue, the
incredible food and endless amount
of drinks made for one amazing
night. All that attended left the par-
ty with a twinkle in their eye and a
smile from ear to ear. Sebas had
done it again he out did himself
from the previous year. 

On the night of  August-6-11, the
Free For All Party was set to be
held at Luna Night Club on West
Bay St. The night truly was a special
night for the weather man said that
their would be a 90 per cent chance
of rain but Sebas valiantly took his
chances with the 10 per cent and
bet right. No rain fell that night and
the people surly made their way to
the doors of the club as soon as they

could.  
The club was transformed to

accommodate the large crowd and
keep the high end appeal which he
prided his events for. Slowly the
trickle of people turned into a flood.
The place became thick with bodies
later into the night but there was a
decent amount of space between
the people to allow ease of move-
ment in the crowd. The bars and
food areas were amply stocked and
enjoyed by the patrons as the night
carried on. 

CLIMAX

As the night began to climax and
hit fevered pitch DJ Flex introduced
the man of the hour Sebas to the
stage. He came onto the stage with
his unique swagger wearing a col-
orful tailor made coat which cov-
ered his white  designer shirt
beneath, pulling  together the whole
outfit was his purple pants that fell
effortless over his designer shoes. 

Once on the mic, Sebas got into
one of his legendary on mic rants
which tied in a lot of comedy and
music. Both he and his DJ worked
in sync to maintain a very enter-
taining atmosphere. Soon the night
and the music began to fade as the
party carried on into the morning.
The night went on without major
incident and the general consensus
that everyone had an amazing in
night and are waiting for the Sebas’
Xmas Party. For more info and
photos Feel free go on Facebook
and check Sasha Dunn’s fan page
or The Vendetta Group.

SEBAS FREE FOR 
ALL BIRTHDAY PARTIES

August 11, 12, 14
2011 AMATEUR 
BOWLING CLASSIC

• Mario's Bowling & fami-
ly Entertainment Palace
holds the 2011 Amateur
Bowling Classic. Qualifying
on Aug 11, Semi finals on
August 12, Finals on August
14. Prizes trophies for 1st,
2nd &3rd place. Highest
games, highest set. Tele-
phone: 326-8010-3. Email
info@mariosbowling.com.

August 13 - Saturday
ATLANTIS LIVE PRESENTS
JIMMY FALLON

• Atlantis Live presents
late night show host and
comedian Jimmy Fallon in a
comedy show in the Grand
Ballroom, Atlantis. Doors
open at 8.30pm, begins at
9.30pm. Cost: reserved seat-
ing: $100, premium seating:
$115. Telephone: 363-9901.
Email: box.office@kerzner.
com.

August 13 - Saturday
BASKETBALL JAMBOREE

• Hosanna Full Gospel
Baptist Church host their 1st
Basketball Jamboree. Fea-
tures a three-on-three bas-
ketball tournament for all
ages and skill levels. Tro-
phies presented to top 3
teams, winners of the three-
point and free throw con-
tests. 10am - 8pm approxi-
mately at the Donald Davis
Gymnasium at D.W. Davis
school, Wilton St, Center-
ville. Fee per team: $100.
Apply before July 27.
Church is at: 30 Abundant
Life Road. Call: 393-6825.

August 13 - Tuesday
TAKE BACK THE NIGHT
MARCH & SPEAK OUT

• The Bahamas Crisis
Centre holds “Take Back
the Night” with an aim to
speak-out against violence in
The Bahamas. Join the Cri-
sis Centre in a march and
speak-out against violence in
our streets and in our
homes. The Speak-out will
be a time for those who
would like to share their
thoughts stories and person-
al stories about violence to
have a voice and for all of us
to show our support for
those who have suffered the
tides of violence. Begins at
6.30pm at Arawak Cay. The
route of the march: Arawak
Cay - Nassau St - Market
Street (via Polhemus and
Scott sts) - East Street -
Rawson Square. 

August 14 - Sunday
BIFF CORPORATE GOLF
INVITATIONAL AT ALBANY

• The Bahamas Interna-
tional Film Festival holds its
Corporate Golf Invitational
at Albany's 18-hole Ernie
Els-designed championship
golf course. This year, BIFF
donates part proceeds to the
Bahamas Cancer Society.
Limited to 42 teams. Entry:
$2,500 per team. Call: 356-
5939.

August 20 - Saturday
THE ICREATE MUSIC ALL
ACCESS SEMINAR

• BahamaBeats Produc-
tion presents the iCreate
Music All Access Seminar
which will be held at The
Lucayan Room, Sheraton
Nassau Beach Resort. Fea-
tures A&R reps from Jay
Z's Roc Nation, Warner
Bros. Records and Sony
ATV Music Publishing. This
seminar is a great opportuni-
ty for persons wishing to fur-
ther their careers in the
music industry. Includes
informative panels, a music
showcase and a beat battle.
Space is limited and all
music submitted must be
screened in advance to be
heard by the Panelists. Tele-
phone: 422-6524. E: iCreate-
MusicSeminar@gmail.com.

T H I N G S2DO

The Tribune wants to hear from
people who are making news in
their neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning for
improvements in the area or
have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986 
and share your story.

SHARE YOUR

NEWS
BODINE ‘Be’ Johnson performs the Get Well Bahamas theme song, “I Won’t Give Up”, at the launch of GWB@ on Tuesday,
July 26 at the Harry C Moore Library Auditorium as Challengers and supporters sing along.

LADIES AT SEBAS' PRIVATE PARTY

SEBAS ON THE MIC

SEBAS AND HIS MOTHER



THE TRIBUNE • SECTION CA RT S&E N T E RTA I N M E N T06
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2011

Just a few images of what we the
Bahamas looked like 40...50...60...

years in the past 

Probably the most iconic Bahamian image, used thousands of times for promotional purposes. Just a sandy rock
until Oswald Moseley decided to plant a grove of trees and it became the picturesque island it is today.

Sandy
Cay

BY ROLAND ROSE 

STERILISE YOUR GARDEN
We have reached the

time of year when
our favourite

crops are hard to grow suc-
cessfully. Tomatoes will
not set fruit, lettuce shriv-
els up  bitterly, and cab-
bages stand still. Heat
lovers like sweet peppers,
okra and corn can be
grown but will need a lot of
care.

Experienced gardeners like to
give themselves – and their gar-
den – a  rest during the unpleas-
antly hot months by covering their
gardens in clear plastic sheeting
and concentrating on the fruit
trees and  flowering shrubs.

The process is called solarisa-
tion and the benefits are many.

The clear plastic allows greater
penetration into the soil of the
sun’s heat and sterilises our gar-
den. Weeds cannot grow and any
weed seeds present are baked, so
gardeners can take time off from
weeding. Insects that live below
ground are killed along with any
insect larvae that may be present.

The things we cannot see pro-
vide the biggest dangers to our
soil.  

Nematodes, fungi and bacteria

are all killed down to a depth of 18
inches. Nematodes present a seri-
ous problem to our garden crops
and  are almost impossible to kill
off using conventional means.
Solarisation does the job without
any dangerous chemicals.

Bacter ia  can be fr iendly or
unfriendly. By solarising we kill
all bacteria but we can apply com-
post or manure to the garden when
we lift the sheeting and re-estab-
lish a beneficial bacteria colony.

The process of solarisation was
first practised by Israelis and has
become accepted as an efficient
means of sterilising and resting soil
in situations where crop rotation is
considered impractical and  waste-
ful. In most countries the veg-
etable growing season is the  sum-
mer so solarisation has to take
place in winter. It’s better in the
Bahamas because our off season

is the hottest time of year and
solarisation is achieved quickly.

How to solarise? Choose clear
sheeting 2-6 mm thick and at least
three feet wider and longer than
your garden. Dig a trench at least
a  foot deep around the garden
that will be used to anchor the
s h e e t i n g .

Before laying the sheeting the
garden needs to be thoroughly
weeded  and watered; an all-night
watering is best. Rake the surface to
make it as flat as possible then lay
the sheeting and press it into the
trench you have dug. Re-fill the
trench with soil to trap the edges
of the sheeting. Then forget about
your garden for a month or two.
Small raised gardens can have the
edges of the sheeting anchored by
using lengths of old 2” x 4” lumber.

Some gardeners have asked me,
why not use black plastic sheet-

ing? The answer is that black
absorbs much of the sun’s heat and
does not  allow as much penetra-
tion of heat into the soil.

When the sheeting is lifted, try
not to disturb the layers of the soil.
Heavy digging may bring undesir-
ables to the surface that were  too
deep to be affected by solarisa-
t i o n .

As mentioned earlier, apply
compost or manure to re-establish
beneficial bacteria, and water it
in. A week before you sow seeds
or dig in transplants you can apply
fertiliser in the form of liquid,
granular or time-release.

Starting a new vegetable-grow-
ing season in a plot that has been
solarised is like driving a new car:
everything works.

• gardenerjack@coralwave.com

By GARDENER JACK

GREEN
SCENE

ALL wrapped up and put away for the summer. A sheet of clear plastic  solarises the soil during the dormant part of the gardening year



tory together and the whole Destiny's
Child drama, so she has to live with
t h a t .

"As for her album, I think she has
been making the right moves lately in
terms of production and the sound she
has been releasing in her music as com-
pared to the other flops she put out in
the past. So I say this will be her most
successful album to date in my opinion."

Kayla Dorsett added: "I have faith in
Kelly and I strongly believe this is defi-
nitely her time to shine. ‘Motivation’ is
indeed a huge song, that was a very
clever decision for her to bring out that

s o n g
as a lead
single. But everyone should stop com-
paring her to Beyoncé. Beyoncé is Bey-
oncé and Kelly is Kelly, they are both
talented artists."

Adding to the debate, Fred Taylor
said: "I don't know if the album is all
that, I never really critiqued the album
like that, but the song is in the right
direction. If she has like four more
songs on that level, then she’s is going
to make it." 

THE TRIBUNE • SECTION C A RT S&E N T E RTA I N M E N T 07
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2011

By LESH

WITH one hit single already
flying high on the charts
and several potential hit

tracks still to be released from her
latest studio album entitled "Here
I Am", former Destiny's Child
singer Kelly Rowland is finally
getting her time to shine.

With her most popular hit to date –
the sexy and sultry "Motivation” – critics and
fans alike are asking the question, ‘Can Kelly
finally step out of Beyoncé’s shadow?’

For her new single Kelly collaborated with one
of rap's biggest stars, Lil Wayne himself. And she
has also released an acclaimed video for the track.

Kelly commented on the Sarah Chatfield direct-
ed video, saying: "I'm aiming for a very sexy, fem-
inine video and I'm looking for womanly, sexy
d e s i g n s . "

The R&B singer captured everyone's attention
and stole the show with her 2011 BET Awards live
performance of “Motivation”.

Continuing to promote the release of her new
album, Kelly then performed the song on The
Tonight Show with Jay Leno. Like at the BET
Awards, Kelly's sexy dance moves and powerful
voice vowed the audience.

And while some people are still trying pit Kelly
against Beyoncé, the truth is that both women
remain the best of friends and sisters in spirit.

In fact, Destiny's Child recently celebrated a
reunion as Kelly, Beyoncé, and Michelle Williams
came together for the album release party for
“Here I Am” at the Top of the Standard Hotel in
New York City. 

Beyoncé, who visited the Late Show with Jimmy
Fallon two weeks ago, praised Kelly’s new album. 

“We’re still hanging. This was actually two
nights ago. Kelly has a new album that came out
this week. It is so amazing, y’all have to go out and
buy the album. “My Kelly, Kelly, Kelly, I love you
so much. I’m so proud of you. Your album is
incredible,” Queen B told the talk show host.

Another former Destiny’s Child member,
Letoya Luckett, recently performed at a Gay
Pride party in Detroit and shared with her fans:
"Kelly is still my ‘motivation’. Each of ya’ll go and
get four copies of her album and get Beyoncé’s
album, too. Stop hating on that girl. You know she
is one of the most talented girls on the face of this
earth. Both them werk! Y’all support them, it is
no beef, no hate between us. We are grown heffas,
that was ten years ago; y’all leave that alone and
let us work."

In Ya Ear also asked Bahamian fans to weigh in
on Kelly’s new music and whether 2011 will be her
y e a r .

Alex Missick said: "Until the end of time Kelly
will be compared to Beyoncé because of their his-

EASTNOR CASTLE DEER PARK, 
England
Associated Press

KANYE West says he feels like people
look at him like Hitler.

The 34-year-old rapper known for his out-
bursts was the headline act at the Big Chill
music festival Saturday night, where he rant-
ed in the middle of his set about being mis-
understood and underappreciated.

"I walk through the hotel and I walk
down the street, and people look at me like
I'm (expletive) insane, like I'm Hitler," he
said. "One day the light will shine through
and one day people will understand every-
thing I ever did."

West received light boos from the crowd
as a result.

The performer also defended the music
video for his song "Monster," which fea-
tures cannibalism and girls hanging from
their necks.

"Who saw the video before it got banned,
before they took it down and before wom-
en's groups starting saying that a person
that lost the most important woman in his
life is now against women in some way?"
asked West, referring to the 2007 death of
his mother Donda West.

West, who started his set roughly 30-min-
utes late, apologised to the crowd for his
tardiness, saying he needed to make sure
his performance was great.

"Michael Jordan changed so much in bas-
ketball, he took his power to make a differ-
ence. It's so much (expletive) going on in
music right now and somebody has to make

a (expletive) difference," he said.
The multiplatinum-seller is known for his

outspokenness, most notably his diss toward
Taylor Swift at the 2009 MTV Video Music
Awards, where he grabbed the microphone
from her as she accepted the award for best
female video and said Beyonce should have
won it. In 2005 he said "George Bush does-
n't care about black people" during a Hur-
ricane Katrina telethon.

At the music festival, West talked about
some of his awards show drama, saying some
of his sponsorships were canceled as a result.

But West closed his show on a positive
note by paying tribute to Amy Winehouse.

West, who said he met the late singer a
few years ago during Paris fashion week,
played snippets of Winehouse's "Tears Dry
On Their Own" and "Back to Black." He
said it was "beautiful" to meet the performer
and that she was "amazing."

Then, in Kanye fashion, he began to rant.
"Thank you for protecting your artists

that are still here," he said to the crowd.
"This is for McQueen, for Amy, for Michael
and for all the media, can you lighten up
on all your artists that are still here?" he
asked, receiving a roaring cheer from the
crowd and leaving the stage with his 3-man
band and 20-something backup dancers.

YA H E A R
• G O S S I P  C O R N E R  •

D AYL I N E
Destiny's Child 

EMOTION

"In the words of a broken heart
It's just emotion taking me over
Caught up in sorrow
Lost in the song
But if you don't come back
Come home to me, darling
Don't you know there's nobody
left in this world to hold me tight."

1. Soldier

2. Independent Women

3. Cater 2 U

4. Emotion

5. Bills Bills Bills

6. Check On It

7. Say My Name

8. Bootylicious

YA HEAR - Rapper Big Boi got
arrested for possession of a con-
trolled substance? When are these
Celebes going to stay away from
the mug shots!

YA HEAR - Chris Brown officially
dropped the mixture all his fans has
been waiting for? Yep the ‘Boy In
Detention’ Hip Hop mixtape was
released just last week for down-
loading.

YA HEAR - That brand new
spanking rapper Big Sean was
arrested in upstate New York earli-
er this week? What is up with all of
these celebrities being arrested? An
anonymous female issued a com-
plaint against Sean stating that she
had been sexually assaulted by him
during a concert.

YA HEAR - About the Anthonys
upcoming reality series, ‘La La’s
Full Court Life’? Yep the former
MTV host La la Anthony’s show is
going to premiere on August 22 on
VH1. The show will give fans a
view into her life, her career, and
her being a supportive wife to an
NBA Superstar, Carmelo Anthony. 

YA HEAR - Nicki Minaj flashed
the crowd and had a wardrobe mal-
function at her concert on Good
Morning America?
This is just after the
media was down
her throat after
rumors had spread
that her hype-man
smacked her in the
face. Will Nicki
get a
break?

KANYE WEST SAYS PEOPLE
LOOK AT HIM 'LIKE HITLER'

CHILD
HIT SONGS

BIG
BOI
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