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A STRONG "voters'
block" made up of naturalised
citizens is one reason succes-
sive governments have not
taken a strong stance against
the illegal immigration dilem-
ma, said Opposition Leader
Perry Christie yesterday. 

The Progressive Liberal
Party chief said when his par-
ty assumed office in 2002, it
found an immigration policy
in place that mandated that
any immigrant who came to

the Bahamas before 1985
would be afforded status but
after 1985 government would
be able to use its discretion
on whether or not to regu-
larise them. He said the PLP
left this policy in place despite
calls from the Haitian gov-
ernment to adjust this policy.

However, this policy has
influenced subsequent immi-
gration policy, he said.

"We have to recognise the
pitfall of this in the execution
of the policy. Once govern-
ments become frightened of
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Govts ‘fear Haitians
who can now vote’

PLP leader says ‘voters
block’ of naturalised 
citizens preventing strong
illegal immigration stance 

PROGRESSIVE Liberal Party Leader
Perry Christie may sue a down market
tabloid over published reports that linked
him to convicted drug dealer, the murdered
Teron Fowler, and painted his marriage in
a negative light. 

Responding to a question on the reports
while a guest on a radio talk show yester-
day, Mr Christie labelled the reports that

SEE page eight

CHRISTIE MAY SUE TABLOID OVER REPORTS

SEE page eight

PLP LEADER
Perry Christie

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

POLICE are trying to determine the
motives behind two separate murders that
occurred less than two hours apart Friday
night – pushing the country’s murder count
for the year to 87.

Police Superintendent Stephen Dean told
The Tribune yesterday:  “We are still active-
ly investigating those matters to determine
the motives and we are questioning persons
in the area.” The identities to the country’s
latest murder victims are expected to be
released today.

The first homicide occurred shortly after 8

pm  Friday at the rear of a residence located
on Rock Crusher Road. Initial reports indi-
cate that a group of men were playing a game
of dominos, when they were approached by
a gunman who opened fire on them. One of
the men died from his injuries while the oth-
er was detained in hospital.

The second homicide occurred shortly
before 10 pm on Friday at Alexandria Boule-
vard in Nassau Village. Reports state that a
man was standing in front of a building on
Alexandria Boulevard, when he was
approached by a gunman, who fatally shot
him several times.  Emergency medical ser-
vices personnel pronounced the vicim dead at

POLICE INVESTIGATE LATEST MURDERS 

TEARS at the scene of the murder on Rock Crusher Road on Friday. One man died and another was
taken to hospital after the shooting. Shortly afterwards there was another murder in Nassau Village.

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff

SEE page 12

THE Bahamas government
has failed to co-operate with
an investigation into the
whereabouts of hundreds of
millions of dollars linked to
one of the biggest bank scan-
dals in history, according to
foreign news reports.

The collapse of Banco
Ambrosiano in the early
1980s is a tale of murder,
Mafia plots, international
money laundering schemes

“ABSOLUTE rubbish!” was
Acting Prime Minister Brent
Symonette’s reply to a rumour
being circulated that Prime
Minister Ingraham, instead of
going on vacation is headed for
Johns Hopkins University Hos-
pital in Baltimore, for a “con-
dition still yet to be reported.”

Mr Symonette said that
there is absolutely no truth to
this report. “Every year,” he
said, “the prime minister takes
his vacation just after his birth-
day.” Mr Ingraham was 64
years old on Saturday.

It was announced from the

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

THE relatives of children
orphaned by cancer are appeal-
ing for assistance from the pub-
lic as they work to build them a
new life.

Yesterday would have
marked the 12th wedding
anniversary of Peter, 42, and
Consuela “Faye”, 38, Thurston,
who both died less than five
months apart this year of can-
cer-related complications.

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE results of a recent sur-
vey that showed that the
country’s unemployment rate
had dropped have been
labelled as “inaccurate” and
“politically driven” by mem-
bers of the PLP. However,
FNM Chairman Carl Bethel
has denied the claim. 

On Friday, The Depart-
ment of Statistics released the
results of its Labour Force
and Household Income Sur-
vey, conducted in May this

PLP CLAIMS UNEMPLOYMENT
FIGURES ARE ‘INACCURATE’

SEE page 12

REPORTS: BAHAMAS GOVT
FAILED TO CO-OPERATE
WITH INVESTIGATION 
INTO BANK SCANDAL

LABOUR FORCE, HOUSEHOLD INCOME SURVEY

SEE page eight

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
DISMISSES RUMOURS OF
PM GOING TO HOSPITAL

SEE page 10

SEE page 10

APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE
FROM PUBLIC FOR CHILDREN 
ORPHANED BY CANCER

                



POLICE continue to issue
traffic tickets to New Provi-
dence motorists who fail to
adhere to traffic rules. 

During the past week,
police l cited 420 drivers for
various traffic infractions

195 matters before the Traf-
fic Court. Some of the
offences for which persons
were cited for included:
Unlicensed and uninspect-
ed vehicles, failure to have
windows of transparent
view, cracked windshield
and vehicles having one
head lamp or no license
plate affixed. 

The police commended
members of the public who
continue to adhere to the
traffic rules and regulations.
Members of the public were
also encouraged to be alert
to their surroundings and to
obey all laws as police will
continue with their efforts
to make the Bahamas a
safer place for all. 

LOCAL NEWS
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THE government will have to stop “nickel and dime-ing”
the education system if they expect to improve national
examination results, according to Democratic National
Alliance chairman Mark Humes.

Stating that there was no clear indication of how the pub-
lic school system and its students were performing, the third
party called on Education Minister Desmond Bannister to
release the full report on the 2011 national examinations.

“This government,” said Mr Humes, “has made it a cus-
tom to change up the rules as it continues to hide and justify
its obvious failures.

“We understand that this administration is trying to save
its job in the face of mounting social failures. It is no wonder
that the Minister of Education would prefer to tell the
Bahamian people that there have been improvements in
national grades. At this most critical stage in fading life of
this administration, what else could we expect?”

The party claims that by not releasing the report in its
entirety, the Education minister was playing a “shamefully
dangerous” game that threw a “cloud of suspicion” over data
given last week. 

Education officials announced selected results from the
2011 national examinations at a press conference on Thurs-
day, and advised that the full report would not be issued
until all schools received their results.

Last week, education chiefs maintained that weaknesses
in math application remained the greatest challenge despite
slight improvements across the board.

During the press conference, the need for technically
trained teachers in math and English language was highlight-
ed.

Mr Humes said: “If we have problems with students
understanding math and English, spend more money and
hire or train more teachers who know English and how to
speak English and who can do math. That would be one
obvious solution, no? We want to continue to nickel and
dime and then expect exceptional results. It will never hap-
pen!”   

Highlighting the “dismal” record of both FNM and PLP
governments in a written statement yesterday, the party
maintained that the education system must be transformed
before it can serve as a “catalyst for the nation’s growth and
progress.”

Said Mr Humes: “The DNA’s platform and policies on
education will provide that transformative framework by
which the nation can begin the process of developing and
nurturing a community of lifelong learners who will help our
country become competitive in a global economy, while at
the same time contributing to and driving national and
worldwide development.”

The party plans to share and discuss education reform at a
town hall meeting scheduled for mid-September. The meet-
ing will be the third instalment in their ongoing series on
national development and policy.

Mr Humes added: “It is time for the Bahamas to recog-
nize that if we continue to do the same thing over, and over,
and over again and expect different results, it will not hap-
pen. We need to do what is best for our children, their chil-
dren, and their children to come.”

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

RESIDENTS in western
New Providence experi-
enced power outages yes-
terday after one of BEC’s
largest generators malfunc-
tioned.

State minister Phenton
Neymour explained that the
generator tripped and the
disruption to electricity sup-
ply was not the result of load
shedding.

He confirmed that the
Bahamas Electricity Corpo-
ration has sufficient capaci-
ty to meet demands on New
Providence.

“The generator,” said Mr
Neymour, “produces 31
megwats, it’s one of the
largest generators they have
down there. The generators
had to be allowed to run
down and then start back up
before it could be brought
back online.”

He added: “We apologize
for any inconvenience to
customers.”

The generator, which
affected residents in Chip-
pingham and nearby sur-
rounding areas, was restored

by 11am on Sunday.
Mr Neymour also

responded to concerns over
poor water supply in the
Carmichael area. 

The state minister for the
environment said that the
Water and Sewerage Cor-
poration (WSC) had
reduced water pressure last
week to increase storage in
preparation for the tropical
storm.

Persons experiencing dis-
ruption to supply are asked
to contact the complaints
section at WSC. 

POWER OUTAGES AGAIN
AFTER GENERATOR TRIPS

420 DRIVERS CITED BY POLICE

DNA CHAIRMAN: GOVT HAS TO
STOP ‘NICKEL AND DIMEING’ 
THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

PARTY CALLS FOR FULL REPORT ON NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS

PHENTON NEYMOUR

 



THE Bahamian economy
has fared well and is gaining
strength despite recent global
financial woes, according to the
International Monetary Fund. 

A delegation from the IMF
visited The Bahamas in July to
assess the country’s economic
outlook and met with senior
figures from the financial sec-
tor.  The head of the IMF team
Gene Leon said he is optimistic
about the country’s financial
future and the stability of the
banking sector. 

“Economic recovery in The
Bahamas is gaining strength,”
said Mr Leon. “The severe
economic contraction during
2008-09 and high unemploy-
ment resulted in an increase in
the ratio of non-performing
loans, but stress tests have
shown banks remained ade-
quately capitalised.” Mr Leon
also pointed out that govern-
ment spending is expected to
increase within the next year
and although public enterpris-
es could continue to show poor
profits, this would not threaten

the banks. “Despite these
prospects, the banking system
is expected to remain sound.”

The IMF emphasised that
while total revenues increased
in 2010/11, this was offset by a
corresponding rise in expendi-
tures, as spending on goods
and services increased.

According to the group, the
government is set to introduce
a raft of measures to ensure
the continued stability of the
economy and encourage
growth, despite global con-
cerns, such as rising oil and
food prices.

Mr Leon said: “Going for-
ward, the authorities intend to
take fiscal measures to stabi-
lize and reduce the debt, and

support economic recovery.
They also plan to reform and
enhance tax administration,
increase fiscal responsibility
and improve transparency.

“The mission is confident
that the determined pursuit of
fiscal consolidation and an
enabling investment climate
will improve the macroeco-
nomics environment and sup-
port sustained economic
growth.”

In a statement the FNM
congratulated the Government
on the IMF’s assessment. The
FNM said that “barring any
international circumstances
beyond the control of the Gov-
ernment,” the Bahamas, under
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-

ham’s guidance, “is now con-
tinuing back on a path to fur-
ther sustainable economic
growth, job creation, and pos-
itive national development.”
The FNM said that: “As the
economic recovery confirmed
by the IMF begins to pick up
speed and becomes more wide-
spread and sustained, there will
be even higher levels of new
job creation and economic
opportunities for Bahamians
throughout the length and
breadth of our nation.”

Added the FNM: “This real-
ity confirms the wisdom the
Government’s decision to ini-
tiate the Job Readiness and
Training Programme that will
enable thousands of Bahami-
ans to find employment for up
to 52 weeks as well as ready
themselves for opportunities
as the recovery firms up. It also
supports the need for the
entrepreneurial initiatives that
have been established such as

Jump Start and the Small and
Medium Size Business tax
relief. “The FNM urges
Bahamians to continue to
strive for national unity and
mutual social support of our
neighbours and communities
as we continue the process of
fostering sustained economic
recovery from the devastation
of the global economic reces-
sion and financial market col-
lapse of 2008/2009.”

LOCAL NEWS
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THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS

Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

Faculty Vacancy
The College of the Bahamas invites applications from suitably qualified persons
for the following vacancy:

Part-time Lecturer, French, responsible for teaching French at the beginners and
intermediate levels. The ideal candidate will have a strong commitment to teach-
ing undergraduate students; evidence of excellence in teaching and creative/inno-
vative pedagogies; knowledge of current trends in pedagogy; skills in course
development and implementation. Applicants should possess at least a master’s
degree from an accredited institution with five years of teaching experience.
However candidates with a bachelor’s degree and near native speaker fluency
may also be considered. 

Interested candidates should submit an application letter, completed application
form which may be downloaded from: www.cob.edu.bs/hrprofile a detailed cur-
riculum vitae, copies of College transcripts and names and contact information for
at least three (3) professional references. Applications will not be considered
without the complete package which should be submitted to: 

The College of the Bahamas, Human Resources Department, P. O. Box N-4912,
Poinciana Drive & Thompson Boulevard, Nassau, Bahamas. Attention:  Renee
Mayers, Associate Vice President, Human Resources or email:
hrapply@cob.edu.bs by Monday, August 8th.
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MAN QUESTIONED ABOUT
SUSPECTED MARIJUANA
POSSESSION

A 37-year-old man was
arrested for questioning
about possessing a substance
suspected of being marijua-
na.

Officers from the Drug
Enforcement Unit were on
mobile patrol near Melvern
Road in the Yellow Elder
Gardens subdivision when
they saw a group of men sit-
ting near a shed. 

Police reported that one of
the men sprinted away when
he saw the officers. The offi-
cers gave chase on foot. Dur-
ing the chase, police said
they saw the suspect throw a
plastic bag to the ground. 

The officers recovered the
bag which contained a quan-
tity of what was suspected t
be marijuana. The male, a
37-year-old of New Provi-
dence, was arrested. 

HIGH SPEED CHASE
ENDS IN ARREST

A high speed chase
between police and a 25-year-
old man ended in the arrest of
the suspect who tried to dis-
pose of a handgun. 

Officers of the Drug
Enforcement Unit were on
mobile patrol in the Williams
Lane area when they saw a
man, who was driving a gold
coloured car, acting suspi-
ciously. 

On seeing the officers, the
suspect sped off to an area on
Williams Lane, where he
brought the vehicle to a stop. 

The officers gave chase and
reportedly saw the driver
throw an object to the
ground. 

The officers retrieved the
object – a handgun with
ammunition. 

Police investigations into
both incidents continue. 

OPERATION ‘HOT ROD’
NETS FIVE ARRESTS

POLICE from the Cen-
tral Division arrested five
people during a special
operation at Potter's Cay. 

During operation “Hot
Rod,” carried out at the
popular hangout, police
searched 30 people and 14
vehicles in their continued
crackdown on law break-
ers.

As a result, two persons
were arrested on outstand-
ing warrants and three
were arrested for posses-
sion of dangerous drugs.
Thirty persons were cited
for various traffic
offences, such as driving
against the flow of traffic,
not having a valid certifi-
cate of inspection or dri-
ving a defective vehicle.  

The operation was car-
ried out at the entrance to
the Potters Cay Dock
between 5 to 7pm Friday.   

The operation was
aimed at suppressing
crime in the division and
sending a clear message to
criminals and traffic viola-
tors that the police will
identify them and will
ensure that they are prose-
cuted. 

POLICE SEIZE 
TWO FIREARMS  

OFFICERS from the
Mobile Division discov-
ered two unlicensed shot-
guns during a search of
bushes in the Florida
Court area. 

Police searched the area
after receiving a tip about
the location of the
firearms at 7pm Friday. 

Police investigations
continue.   

POLICE NEWS

THE FNM said that ‘barring any
international circumstances beyond
the control of the Government,’ the
Bahamas, under Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham’s (pictured) guid-
ance, ‘is now continuing back on a
path to further sustainable eco-
nomic growth, job creation, and
positive national development.’

““TThhee sseevveerree eeccoonnoommiicc ccoonnttrraaccttiioonn dduurriinngg
22000088--0099 aanndd hhiigghh uunneemmppllooyymmeenntt rreessuulltteedd
iinn aann iinnccrreeaassee iinn tthhee rraattiioo ooff nnoonn--ppeerrffoorrmm--
iinngg llooaannss,, bbuutt ssttrreessss tteessttss hhaavvee sshhoowwnn
bbaannkkss rreemmaaiinneedd aaddeeqquuaatteellyy ccaappiittaalliisseedd..””

Gene Leon, head of IMF team

HEAD OF IMF TEAM: BAHAMIAN
ECONOMY IS GAINING STRENGTH

         



EDITOR, The Tribune.

THERE are two sides to
every story, as is being
demonstrated by our ongo-
ing debate on the death
penalty. 

It is a very emotional one
in our country and involves
law, religion, politics and
morality. 

Those in favour of hang-
ing seem to be suggesting
that the emotion should be
removed, choose to ignore
religion, politics and moral-
ity harping interminably on
the Law.

They are of the view, that
there is no need to discuss
whether hanging is good or
bad, or whether it will be a
deterrent to crime, because
it is the Law and has always
been the Law. 

Since the death penalty is
the Law, it does not matter
whether it is a deterrent or
not. 

The real issue is whether it
should be enforced.

At present it does not
appear that there is much
opposition to the death
penalty in our Parliament. 

There are those among
them, who are likely to say
“hang them high.” 

The debate therefore
should not be about the
death penalty, but on how
to remove the legal obsta-
cles that presently exist. 

We get quotes extensively
from various Privy Council
rulings, that have made it
difficult to carry out execu-
tions.

In 1993 the Pratt & Mor-
gan Judgment stated that
condemned prisoners should
not be kept on death row
for more than five years. It is
my opinion, that the Privy
Council will not make any
ruling in support of the
death penalty. After read-
ing their ruling in the “Max
Tido” murder I am con-
vinced that with the Privy
Council the death penalty is
in a “coma.”

Delays in executions are
caused with the help of

clever lawyers “meandering,
seemingly endless journey
designed to stall the
process,” by condemned
prisoners’ appeals to local
courts, the Privy Council
and the international human
rights bodies. 

The self imposed delay is
used as justification for not
carrying out the sentence.

The chief functions of par-
liament is to change old laws
and make new and better
ones. 

They must introduce laws
aimed to prevent convicted
murderers from using
repeated and unjustified
attacks on their sentences to
prevent execution.

There ought to be at least
two categories of murder,
making the death penalty

mandatory for murder one
or capital murder. 

The limits should be
imposed for appeals to local
courts and international
bodies. 

The Maxi Tido murder is
described as being heinous
and gruesome, which left
relatives and friends in a
state of permanent trauma. 

The Privy Council obvi-
ously does not agree. 

Max Tido laughed at the
system. 

It is my sincere belief, that
as long as we have the Privy
Council as a final court of
appeal there will  be no
hanging in our country.

We Served with Honour
- We Remember With
Pride.

PAUL THOMPSON,
SR.,
Nassau,
August 3, 2011.
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SHANGHAI — China, the largest
foreign holder of U.S. debt, said Saturday
that Washington needed to "cure its
addiction to debts" and "live within its
means," just hours after the rating agency
Standard & Poor's downgraded Ameri-
ca's long-term debt.

The harshly worded commentary,
which was released by China's official
Xinhua news agency, was Beijing's latest
effort to express its displeasure with
Washington.

Beijing's reaction to the downgrade
was the harshest among foreign leaders.

Officials in Japan and France said their
faith in the U.S. government remained
strong. The Australian prime minister,
Julia Gillard, warned against overreact-
ing, while the Indian finance minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, said the downgrade
had created a "grave" situation, one that
would require some time to analyze.

Though Beijing has few options other
than to continue to buy U.S. Treasury
bonds, Chinese officials are clearly con-
cerned that the country's substantial
holdings of U.S. debt, worth at least $1.1
trillion, are being devalued.

''The U.S. government has to come
to terms with the painful fact that the
good old days when it could just borrow
its way out of messes of its own making
are finally gone," read the commentary,
which was published in Chinese newspa-
pers.

Beijing, which did not release any oth-
er official statement on the downgrade,
called on Washington to make substantial
cuts to its "gigantic military expenditure"
and its "bloated social welfare" pro-
grammes.

The commentary serves as a sharp
illustration of how the United States'
standing in the world is sliding and how
China now views itself as ascendant.

While Washington wrangles over its
debt and deficit problems and the EU
struggles to deal with its own debt issues,
China is sitting on the world's largest for-
eign exchange holdings, and its econo-
my is growing at close to 9 per cent. The
country is also once again racking up
huge trade surpluses with the rest of the
world.

Beijing does have its own worries, like
soaring inflation and housing prices and
an overheating economy. Policymakers
are also trying to deal with the accumu-
lation of huge foreign exchange holdings.
Trade and current account surpluses have
helped China accumulate the vast for-
eign exchange reserves. 

It has invested much of those reserves
in U.S. Treasury bonds, largely because
the U.S. market has long been consid-
ered the safest and most liquid bond mar-
ket in the world.

Analysts say that China can also buy
bonds in the European and Japanese
markets but that those two markets are
not big or liquid enough to absorb Chi-
na's fast-accumulating foreign exchange
reserves.

Beijing policymakers are discussing
ways to diversify the country's foreign
exchange holdings away from dollars and
also how to encourage Chinese compa-
nies to invest some of the foreign reserves
overseas.

But because China has about $3 tril-
lion in foreign exchange reserves, there
are few places big enough to invest those
holdings safely outside of U.S. Treasurys,
even though it looks as if they may lose
value.

Analysts say that if China pulled back
from buying Treasurys, the dollar would
weaken and America's borrowing costs
would rise sharply, but that would also
hurt China's existing holdings.

And so until China can find a way to
slow its accumulation of dollars or find
alternatives, it is likely to be the largest
buyer of Treasurys.

Still, government leaders here increas-
ingly sound as if they are losing confi-
dence.

''International supervision over the
issue of U.S. dollars should be intro-
duced, and a new stable and secured
global reserve currency may also be an
option to avert a catastrophe caused by
any single country," the Xinhua com-
mentary said.

(This article was written by 
David Barboza – The New York 

Times News Service).

No hanging
while the Privy
Council is final
court of appeal

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Washington must cure addiction to debt

A Service of Thanksgiving to 
God for the life of 

Donald E. d’Albenas
will be held on 

Wednesday August 10, 2011 
at 4:00 pm 

at Trinity Methodist Church, 
Frederick Street, Nassau

The d’Albenas Agency will 
close at 12:00 noon that day out 
of respect for Mr. d’Albenas, the 

company’s founder.

MemorialMemorial

EDITOR, The Tribune.

QUESTION: Is honesty still the best policy in The
Bahamas? We condemn those who commit petty crimes
as criminals, for stealing, etc. Those who enter the win-
dow are murderers, and those who enter our nation ille-
gally and overstay their time are no better than the petty
thief.

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance -
Psalm 33 verse 12.

If my people who are called by my name...humble
themselves and call on me. 

Then I will bless their land. 
So why cannot those illegals find our God, in order for

their nation to be blessed?
Please read Miami Herald.com - page 3A, 30/6/11-

Aborigine crisis: Must our people continue to suffer. So
like those indigenous Australians: From the year 1788 up
to this present day, United Nations and Amnesty Inter-
national, would not lift a finger to help those black peo-
ple in Australia. So to me you are saying, we Bahamians
must keep on suffering?

In closing: I read your paper every day, I was a Tri-
bune boy from the year 1956 to 1965, I know just about
all of your staff and where they came from, titles do not
lie!

Please do not sell out our nation. We are all God’s
people.

BEST REGARDS,
AMEN
Nassau,
July 8, 2011.

Is honesty still the best
policy in the Bahamas?
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ON the heels of launching EZTop-Up,
an expanded distribution network for adding
cell phone airtime, BTC unveiled the first
phase of a promised $1 million in promo-
tions - Mad Mondays – adding value to
every minute of cell phone air time pur-
chased on Mondays.

The company is also making improve-
ments to its existing 2G mobile network and
recently announced plans to add the iPhone,
an Apple brand smart phone to their suite of
mobile products later this year.

"Mad Mondays will help pre-paid mobile
phone customers start the week off right
with bonus airtime every time they top up
and in any way they top up," said Marlon
Johnson, BTC VP of Sales & Marketing.

Pre-paid customers who top up their
accounts on Mondays starting today will
benefit from bonus minutes added to their
accounts.

"Buy a $10 card and get $1 in bonus min-
utes," Mr Johnson said. "Buy a $20 card
and get $3 in bonus minutes. Buy the $50
card and get $10 bonus minutes. Buy $100
and get $25 bonus minutes. That's a mini-
mum of 10 per cent and as high as 25 per
cent in savings for every purchase of $10 or
more." 

With EZTop-Up, customers also have a

wider choice of airtime purchase options
and can add any amount from $1 to $99
every time they top up, BTC said.

The promotion continues through Novem-
ber 6.

BTC UNVEILS ‘MAD MONDAY’ PROMOTION

MARLON JOHNSON, BTC VP of Sales & Marketing

NATIONAL Security Minister
Tommy Turnquest saluted the efforts
of reserve police officers noting that
their work is instrumental in the
crime fight. 

His comments came yesterday at a
church service commemorating the
46th anniversary of the establishment
of a reserve unit. 

"I have said repeatedly that crime
is at an unacceptable level in our
country and that it is going to take
the efforts of all us, working togeth-
er to effectively address the problem. 

"Reservists, my ministry and the
community at large recognises the
tremendous service you offer to our
country.

“We see you working at local func-
tions and at national events. We
observe your professionalism as you
patrol our streets and work within
Police Stations. We feel your pres-

ence as you serve alongside your
career counterparts. I want to pub-
licly tell you that we value the service
you give, and we extend our thanks
and appreciation for your dedica-
tion," Mr Turnquest said, during the
ceremony at Grants Town Wesley
Methodist Church.

There are currently 1,000 reserve
officers on the police force however
not all of them are on active duty,
said Mr Turnquest.  

Over the course of the year, the
Royal Bahamas Police Force will cull
the inactive reserve officers from the
force's roll. This will allow for the
recruitment of new police reserves.

Acting Police Commissioner
Quinn McCartney also championed
the work of reserve officers who he
said have helped to fight crime and
foster a closer relationship with civil-
ians. 

MINISTER SALUTES EFFORTS
OF RESERVE POLICE OFFICERS

46TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RESERVE UNITNATIONAL
SECURITY 
Minister 
Tommy 
Turnquest 
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PROSPECTUS

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

BAHAMAS REGISTERED STOCK 2016, 2018, 2020, 2026, 2028 AND 2032

ISSUE OF B$100,000, 000.00

Issued under The Bahamas Registered Stock Act, and authorized by Resolutions of the House of Assembly, 9th
June, 2011.

Applications will be received by The Banking Department beginning at 9:30 am on 3th August, 2011 and will close

at 3:00pm on 11th August, 2011. Allocations will commence at 9:30 a.m. on 12th August, 2011 and will cease at
3:00p.m. on 15th August, 2011.

If the total subscriptions exceed the sum of B$100,000,000.00 (Nominal) partial allotment will be made to
subscribers, and a proportionate refund will be made as soon as possible after allotment. No interest will be paid on

amounts so refunded.

The date of this Prospectus is August 2, 2011

The Government of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas invites applications for Bahamas Registered Stock

totalling B$100,000,000.00. The Stock will be available in a range of maturity dates; the earliest being repayable in
2016 and the latest in 2032. The total amount of Stock offered, the rate of interest and the issue price are given below :-

Rate of Interest Name of Stock Amount

B$

Issue Price

B$

Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2016 5,000,000.00 100.00

1/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2018 10,000,000.00 100.00

1/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2020 10,000,000.00 100.00

5/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2026 20,000,000.00 100.00

3/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2028 30,000,000.00 100.00

1/8% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2032 25,000,000.00 100.00

100,000,000.00

The Stock shall be repaid on 15th August, in the year appearing in the name of the Stock.

INTEREST

The Stock will bear interest from 15th August, 2011, at the rate shown against the name of the Stock as the percent

per annum over the Prime Rate (i.e. the prime commercial interest rate from time to time fixed by the Clearing banks

carrying on business in the Island of New Providence in The Bahamas. If there shall be any difference between them,
then that which is fixed by RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited. Interest shall be payable half-yearly commencing on

15th February, 2012 and thereafter on 15th August and 15th February in every year until the Stock is repaid.

CHARGE UPON CONSOLIDATED FUND

The principal monies and interest represented by the Stock are charged upon and payable out of the Consolidated

Fund and assets of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas.

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Issue of Stock The Stock will be issued by the Registrar (The Central Bank of The Bahamas). Applications will

be received by The Banking Department beginning at 9:30 a.m. on 3th August, 2011 and will close

at 3:00 p.m. on 11th August, 2011. Allocations will commence at 9:30 a.m. on 12th August, 2011

and will cease at 3:00p.m. on 15th August, 2011. All envelopes enclosing applications should be

labelled “Application For Bahamas Government Registered Stocks”.

Units The Stock will be in units of B$100.00.

Applications Applications must be for B$100.00 or a multiple of that sum.

Application Forms Applications for the Stock should be made to the Registrar on the form attached to the

Prospectus and may be obtained from the Registrar offices in Nassau and Freeport, The Treasury

Department (The North Building at Water Tower Place, East Street, Nassau). Applications may also
be downloaded from the Central Bank of the Bahamas website at www.centralbankbahamas.com or

any of the following banks:

1. Bank of The Bahamas International

2. First Caribbean International Bank (Bahamas) Limited

3. Finance Corporation of Bahamas Limited

4. Commonwealth Bank Limited

5. RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited

6. Scotiabank (Bahamas) Limited

7. Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) Limited

8. Citibank, N.A.

PUBLIC DEBT

Provisional estimates from the unaudited accounts as at March 31, 2011 show the Public Debt of The Bahamas to be
B$4,280,858,000.*

GOVERNMENT REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE

The following information is extracted from the unaudited accounts of the Government of The Commonwealth of

The Bahamas.

FY2009/2010p** FY2010/2011p** FY2011/2012p**

B$ B$ B$

Approved Budget Approved Budget

Revenue 1,302,543,000 1,492,159,000 1,520,189,000

Recurrent Expenditure (excluding

Repayment of Public Debt) 1,395,892,000 1,467,170,000 1,597,958,000

Capital Development
Expenditure (excluding loans

contributions and advances

to public corporations)    156,757,000 227,579,000 237,303,000

** Provisional estimates from the unaudited accounts.

* The Public Debt amount is inclusive of The Public Corporations contingent liability which as at March 31,

2011 totalled B$540,489,000.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

BAHAMAS REGISTERED STOCK 2016, 2018 , 2020, 2026, 2028 AND 2032

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPLICATION No

ALLOTMENT No.

DATE:

The Registrar
c/o The Central Bank of The Bahamas

P. O. Box N-4868

Nassau, Bahamas

Sir:

I/We hereby apply for the following amount of Bahamas Registered Stock:

Insert below the amount applied for

in Units of B$100

Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2016 B$

1/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2018 B$

1/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2020 B$

5/64% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2026 B$

3/32% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2028 B$

1/8% Above Prime Rate Bahamas Registered Stock 2032 B$

and undertake to accept any less amount which may be allotted to me/us.

I/We enclose B$ in payment for the Stock applied for.

In the event of the full amount of Stock(s) applied for above is/are not allotted to

me/us, I/we request that the sum refundable to me/us be applied for the following Stock:

% Bahamas Registered Stock B$

• PAYMENTS IN EXCESS OF B$50,000.00 MUST BE MADE VIA REALTIME GROSS SETTLEMENT

SYSTEM (RTGS) THROUGH ALL COMMERCIAL BANKS EXCEPT FINCO.

• PAYMENTS OF B$50,000.00 OR LESS CAN BE MADE VIA REAL TIME GROSS SETTLEMENT

SYSTEM OR BY BANK DRAFT PAYABLE TO THE CENTRAL BANK OF THE BAHAMAS

• PAYMENTS OF B$5,000.00 OR LESS CAN BE MADE VIA REAL TIME GROSS SETTLEMENT

SYSTEM, BY BANK DRAFT PAYABLE TO THE CENTRAL BANK OF THE BAHAMAS OR BY

CASH.

• ALL NEW INSTITUTION CUSTOMERS MUST PRESENT A LIST OF AUTHORIZED

SIGNATORIES ALONG WITH MEMORANDUM OR ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION.

1. (One Person)

Ordinary Signature

Name in Full (BLOCK LETTERS, state whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss and titles if any.)

Address (Corporations etc. should give Registered Addresses )

P. O. Box

Telephone Nos. (H) (W)

2. (Where two or more persons apply as joint subscribers, the additional names and addresses should

be given below.)

Ordinary Signatures

Names in Full

And/OR

Address

Telephone Nos.(H) (W)

I/We hereby request semi annual interest to be paid to:

Bank Name

Bank Branch

Account Number

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS
BAHAMAS REGISTERED STOCK  2016, 2018, 2020, 2026, 2028 AND 2032

ISSUE OF B$100,000,000.00

By SIR RONALD
SANDERS

(The writer is a 
Consultant and former
Caribbean diplomat)

THE 79 African,
Caribbean and Pacific
(ACP) countries should use
the strength of their com-
bined number and access to
their natural resources to
demand a voice in global
economic and financial
arrangements that directly
affect their economic well-
being and the welfare of
their people.

With resources ranging
from oil through gold, dia-
monds, timber, bauxite and
a range of natural resources
to which the rich countries
of the world want access, the
ACP countries miscalculate
the clout that they could
exercise in unison to
demand a better share of the
world’s wealth.  

They also underestimate
how powerful a force they
could be in international
organisations if they could
agree to vote together.
Effectively, they could be a
blocking force or a strong
bargaining entity with the
rich and powerful countries
that need wider support to
achieve their own national
ambitions. They could also
bargain more strongly and
with more advantageous
results if they could agree –
and adhere – to standards
that they would apply to for-
eign investors who now play
them off against each oth-
er. 

The problem is that, even

though the agreement that
established the ACP, allows
the grouping to bargain col-
lectively with any third par-
ty, the ACP has confined its
activity to negotiations with
the European Union (EU).
Further, the group lacks uni-
ty – a fact well-known to the
EU and to other rich
nations.  This lack of unity
has been exploited by the
EU, and others, to keep the
ACP divided and weak.
Therefore, the group has
failed to realise the enor-
mous potential it has for
bargaining more effectively
for its member states.

Of course, there is an
argument that the interests

of ACP countries are so
diverse, and even competi-
tive, that it would be difficult
(some would argue that it
would be impossible) for
them to agree on objectives
and negotiating positions
that would serve their col-
lective interests. 

That is the defeatist posi-
tion – one that has served
the interests of those rich
countries and investors that
have benefitted from a weak
ACP organisation that does
not bolster the bargaining
strength of its individual
members.   This was obvi-
ous in the negotiations
between the EU and the
ACP countries over Eco-
nomic Partnership Agree-
ments (EPAs) when the
ACP allowed the solidarity
it had shown in negotiating
previous aid and trade
agreements to dissolve by
the creation of separate
groups within the ACP to
negotiate with a combined
27-nation EU. 

The result was wholly
unequal and unfair EPAs
that will not stand the test
of time, and will eventually
end up in failure because
many disadvantaged ACP
countries will not be able to
deliver on the pledges they

were forced to make.
On the flip side of the

coin, the 27 countries of the
EU also have diverse inter-
ests and objectives, but they
negotiate common positions
amongst themselves and
then argue them collectively
in their bargaining with oth-
ers such as the regions of the
ACP. The point is that
“diverse interests” are no
barrier to several like-mind-
ed countries reaching a com-
mon position if they have
the will to do so in their col-
lective interest. And, the evi-
dence is that when, in 1972,
the Europeans expanded
membership of their Eco-
nomic Community from six
counties to nine, including
Britain, forcing new trade
arrangements between the
EU and the then indepen-
dent states in Africa, the
Caribbean and the Pacific,
the ACP was created on the

Wanted: A leader for the ACP

SIR RONALD SANDERS

WORLD VIEW

SEE page 10
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the numbers of Haitians who
have become Bahamians and
who can vote. Therefore they
have become an important
voting block, so somewhere
along the line the purity of
the commitment to protect
the Bahamas and its territor-
ial waters is sort of merged to
the fear of doing things that
might cause you to lose an
election. 

“. . .We allowed ourselves
to be influenced too much by
their presence as opposed to
using our own commitment
to convince and satisfy them
that they are Bahamians,
accepted as Bahamians, and
that the programmes that we
are offering them to close
down illegal immigrants com-
ing into our country are pro-
grammes as much in their
favour as in any other
Bahamian’s favour.

"A will has to be devel-
oped,” he said. “With devel-
oping it, there has to be an
understanding on our part
that the Haitian-Bahamian is
in fact a Bahamian. 

“And we must not be inse-
cure in speaking to them as
Bahamians and getting them
to be a part of what we're
doing because we're protect-
ing the country for them. 

“We are all in the same
boat."

Mr Christie added that
Bahamians have to realise
that the country has been a
melting pot of different
nationalities for decades who
must all be included in a
national discussion on immi-
gration policies.  

He added that government
must expend the same finan-
cial resources to the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force, to
allow it to properly man the
country's borders, which was
spent on the ongoing public

infrastructure programmes. 
"We have to do better, we

have to do more and most
certainly if God gives me the
opportunity to form the next
government of the Bahamas
that is the kind of resolve
that we will bring to gover-
nance and the kind of, I
think, stiff application of poli-
cies that will take place," he
added.

Mr Christie also took shots
at Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham and National Secu-
rity Minister Tommy Turn-
quest who, he said, dispar-
aged him in the lead up to
the 2002 election for not hav-
ing a handle on the crime
problem at the time. 

"Now they rue the day
they said that," said Mr
Christie, noting the 87 mur-
ders recorded for the year
and record breaking murder
statistics which have hap-
pened under the Free
National Movement's watch.

were published last week as "cruel" and "cal-
lous fabrications."

"Even I thought the news crossed the line, it
is a total fabrication that is so cruel (and) real-
ly goes to the root of what ought not to take
place in our country," he said, as a guest on
Parliament Street yesterday.

"It really hurts me to see how people can be
so callous and have a total disregard for feel-
ings where they go to the character of my wife
and her loyalty as a person to a marriage. It is
so sad."

Mr Christie added that he has turned the
matter over to his attorneys who will decide
how to pursue the matter. 

The PLP chief also defended his five year
term in office, from 2002 to 2007, which has

been sullied by critics who claim he was an
indecisive leader with little control over his
Cabinet. 

"I am tired of people trying to lie about me
in terms of my public life, (calling him) 'late
again', they dumb down the national debate in
this country where they are inviting people to
make decisions on these stupid clichés. Vote
against the PLP 'cause Christie late again, vote
against the PLP because Christie procrasti-
nated."

He added that his critics fail to mention that
his term in office is "difficult to match." 

"We did so much for so many in such a short
period," he said. 

He stressed that he "never took a day off in
five years," save the five week period when he
took time off to recuperate from an illness
and added that he was in full command of his
Cabinet, despite reports to the contrary. 

and clandestine Masonic sects. 
The Bahamas branch of the bank, Banco

Ambrosiano Overseas Limited, was at the
very centre of the scandal – yet according to
the press in Italy and the UK, requests for
help from local authorities have fallen on
deaf ears.

Italian prosecutors are looking for funds
allegedly squirreled away by former bank
chairman Roberto Calvi, known as “God’s
banker” because the Vatican Bank was the
largest sharholder.

In years leading up to the collapse, Calvi
set up companies in the Bahamas and South
America to which he funnelled hundreds of
millions in bank funds. It is claimed that
$800 million in total went missing. 

Following the bank’s collapse, Calvi was
found dead in London in 1982, hanging by
the neck from Blackfriar’s Bridge.

There have been several trials and inves-
tigations into the circumstances surround-
ing his death. Italian courts have ruled it a
murder, rumoured to be a retribution hit
for the loss of Mafia money during the col-

lapse.
In 2005, Italian investigators claimed to

have traced several hundred million of the
missing funds to accounts in the Bahamas.

The prosecutors were said to have been
eager to follow this lead, however as UK
newspaper The Observer reported in August
of that year, “Police sources in London indi-
cated that the authorities in the Bahamas
have been slow in supplying them with
details associated with the accounts.”

Reports in the Italian press from 2009
indicate that two years on, little had changed.
Some claimed the Italian prosecutors
received no response whatsoever to their
official requests for co-operation.

Calls to Attorney General John Delaney
for comment were not returned before press
time last night.

Alfred Sears, the attorney general at the
time of the official request, could also not be
reached.

A source close to the Office of the Attor-
ney General told The Tribune the Italian
investigators were probably not ignored
intentionally, but rather as a result of the
inefficiency and disorganisation of the office
and lack of focus on international requests.

Christie may sue tabloid over reports
FROM page one

REPORTS: BAHAMAS GOVT FAILED TO CO-OPERATE
WITH INVESTIGATION INTO BANK SCANDAL

FROM page one

GOVTS ‘FEAR HAITIANS WHO CAN NOW VOTE’
FROM page one

 



By LAMECH JOHNSON

AN idea came to the shel-
ter manager at the Bahamas
Humane Society that would
improve the image of a por-
tion of the shelter’s exterior. 

However, what made Percy
Grant’s idea reality was the
will to leap on faith and ask
for assistance from someone
with the connections to make
the idea possible. More help
came along and the rest is his-
tory.

The latest venture by the
local  animal  shelter  is  to
beautify a plain wall west of
its building entrance on Chip-
pingham Road, attracting
motorists and pedestrians to
the shelter’s cause.

“I decided to speak with Dr
Erica James of the National
Arts Gallery of the Bahamas
about my idea to place art of
animals on the wall and she
immediately was able to orga-
nize a contest for local  artists
to produce the best animal
theme for the mural that we
wanted.”

“Matthew Wildegoose won
the contest and as you can see
work has already begun on
the mural. You can see the
different animals on the wall,
racing towards the direction
of the Humane Society.”

Before the design of the
mural could begin though,
repairs to the wall needed to
be done and funds to have the
basing primed before paint-
ed.

“We were blessed to have
Cavalier Construction do
repairs to the wall. We really
appreciate their help and
we’d also like to recognize
KC Painting & Pressure
Cleaners as well. I had bought
the white paint but they had
volunteered the labour and
did the basing for free and we
at the society just  can’t
express our gratitude enough
to these organizations and Dr
James.”

Student volunteers are also
assisting with the creation of
the mural that will measure
more than 100 feet in length.

“Our whole theme that you
will see when you pass this

mural  and i t ’s  something
we’re al l  about is  ‘Be
humane.’ Love and treat ani-
mals the way that you as a
person would want to be
treated.”

“And while you’re passing
by this lovely mural, stop in
our office and query about
the many cats, dogs, puppies,
kittens and other animals that
need a loving home.”
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Break away from the ordinary
and discover how to experience
life to the fullest. The Isuzu 
D-MAX is the ultimate
multi-purpose pick-up truck
which enables you to drive
through tough roads and load 
a variety of cargoes. It is
specially designed to be
powerful, stylish and highly
functional. The Isuzu D-MAX 
is one tough vehicle that
will never let you down!

THE ISUZU D-MAX

POWERFUL

COMFORTABLE
VERSATILE

T YREFLEX S TAR MOTORS
Call us today for your new Isuzu D-MAX Pick-Up Truck at 325.4961
Wulf f Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

MURAL DESIGN DRAWS ATTENTION TO 

HUMANE SOCIETY
““MMaatttthheeww WWiillddeeggoooossee
wwoonn tthhee ccoonntteesstt aanndd
aass yyoouu ccaann sseeee wwoorrkk
hhaass aallrreeaaddyy bbeegguunn oonn
tthhee mmuurraall.. YYoouu ccaann
sseeee tthhee ddiiffffeerreenntt 
aanniimmaallss oonn tthhee wwaallll,,
rraacciinngg ttoowwaarrddss tthhee
ddiirreeccttiioonn ooff tthhee
HHuummaannee SSoocciieettyy..””

Shelter manager 
Percy Grant

THE MURAL on the wall is taking shape.
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basis of the strength in their unity.  It was that unity that
allowed the ACP to bargain for the Lomé agreement under
which poor countries enjoyed both development assistance
and preferential access to the EU market for their products.
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries stood-up for each
other refusing to accept better conditions for some countries
if other members of the group were being short-changed.

It is equally significant that the rich member countries of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), even though they too have diverse interests, manage to
reach agreement on the standards they wish to impose on the rest
of the world. It cannot be that the rich have a greater capacity than
the poor to subjugate special interests for a wider good. The history
of the development of Caribbean society proves such a supposition
to be wrong. For instance, it is the strength of collective bargain-
ing by trade unions that unified workers and brought exploitative
companies to the negotiating table for the delivery of better con-
ditions in the late 1930s and early 1940s and laid the foundation for
today’s middle-income countries.

But, there will be no strong, vibrant ACP group that demands
a voice in international economic arrangements or that sets com-
mon standards for foreign investors unless the leaders of the ACP
countries themselves decide to imbue it with that authority and pro-
vide it with the resources that it needs to do the job.

Right now, the ACP is in no condition to do so. The govern-
ments of the ACP countries do not see it as a powerful instrument
for their countries economic and social advancement. The ACP
Secretariat remains dependent on hand-outs from the EU to con-
duct critical aspects of its work, including work that affects its
relationship with the EU itself. What possible independence and
vigour can it show in such circumstances?

Yet, ACP countries bear the brunt of the world’s crises –
including climate change caused by rich countries, and the effects
of the financial crisis in the US and Europe.  In any truly democ-
ratic system, the ACP group which comprises almost half of the
world’s states, should have a say in the governance of global mat-
ters that materially affect their people. But, they have no collective
voice in the G20, no voice of their own in the IMF and World Bank,
no strategic place in the World Trade Organisation. And, no one
is about to give it to them unless they fight for it.

With proper cultivation and development the ACP group could
become a real force for advancing the neglected interests of the
people of its 79 countries. Will the leaders of the ACP stand-up?

Responses and previous commentaries at: www.sirronaldsanders.com

FROM page seven
WANTED: A LEADER FOR THE ACP

The couple had five children,
three girls, Brittiny, 11, Sarah,
eight, and Brianna, 2; and boys
Peter, 9, and Justin, who will
celebrate his seventh birthday
this Saturday.

Mrs Thurston had two daugh-
ters before her marriage, Sasha,
16, and Johnnese, 19, Williams.

Patricia Pratt, Mrs Thurston’s
sister and legal guardian of the
five minors, has taken up her
sister’s greatest desire to find
secure housing to keep the chil-
dren together permanently.

The Thurstons first appeared
on the front page of The Tri-
bune in December as a family
of eight facing eviction and in
dire need.

Mrs Thurston was diagnosed
with stage four breast cancer in
2009, and her husband with
advanced stage lymphoma, can-
cer of the immune system, last
year. 

Mrs Pratt said: “We would
just like to thank the public for
standing by (Consuela)
throughout her sickness, and
even still in her death, for offer-
ing your support and prayers.”

Up until the emergence of
their shocking health challenges,
the Thurstons were always able
to care for their seven children.
Consuela as a longtime employ-
ee at Solomon’s Super Centre
and Peter as a self-employed
mason. 

After the death of Mr
Thurston, health challenges
forced the family to relocate to
Grand Bahama where Mrs
Thurston subsequently died 
in the home of her sister in
June.

The Thurston children had
originally planned to remain in
Grand Bahama; however Mrs
Pratt said that the decision to
return to Nassau was necessi-
tated to keep the family togeth-
er.

Mrs Pratt, a housekeeper at
a resort on Paradise Island, and
her husband, a retired fisher-
man, have six children; howev-
er, only two are minors and
dependent on the household. 

The family has transformed
their living and dining room into
bedroom space to accommo-
date the five children who will
attend nursery, junior and pri-
mary schools in September.

Despite assistance from the
Department of Social Services,
$180 per month, Mrs Pratt
admitted that it will be difficult
to provide for her sister’s chil-
dren. Both Sasha and Johnnese
are unemployed.

Earlier last year, after learn-
ing of The Thurston's unfortu-
nate situation, a community-led
initiative was launched to con-
struct a home using building
plans the family had got
approved, but were financially
unable to bring to fruition.

Mr Thurston had been willed
the land by a family member,
and had planned to build an
apartment complex. Now, Mrs
Pratt is committed to complet-
ing the structure – a foundation
has already been poured – to
ensure permanent housing for
the Thurstons.

Mrs Pratt added: “My focus
is just getting a home for them
so that they can be comfortable,
so that they can stay together. I
know that is what my sister
wanted most for them, that they
would all stay together.”

The family is currently in the
process of transferring owner-
ship of the account set up at
FYP Builder's Mall, Wulff
Road. Persons wishing to assist
the family are asked to call Mrs
Pratt at 636-8457. 

The Thurstons bank account
at Scotiabank has been closed,
however funds can be sent to
the family in care of Mrs Pratt
at Scotiabank account number
14155.

Cabinet Office on Saturday that
the Prime Minister and Mrs
Ingraham would leave Nassau
on Sunday for their annual
vacation, returning on Thurs-
day, August 18.

“In fact,” said PLP chairman
Carl Bethel, “Mr Ingraham
arrives aboard a cruise ship that
docks in Nassau tomorrow
morning (today), and will be
getting off to attend a meeting
in his office at 12 noon, which I

shall be attending.
“In fact,” said Mr Bethel,

“Mr Ingraham is on a working
vacation and is not sick.”

He said that Mr Ingraham
and his family are on a
Caribbean cruise.

In other words Mr Ingraham
will be in his office in Nassau
today and not calling on his
doctors at Johns Hopkins in
Baltimore as the rumour claims.

Deputy Prime Minister
Symonette will act as prime
minister in his absence.

FROM page one

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DISMISSES
RUMOURS OF PM GOING TO HOSPITAL

APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE FROM PUBLIC
FOR CHILDREN ORPHANED BY CANCER
FROM page one

THE THURSTON children are pictured above during a visit to The Tri-
bune with their two cousins (seated on the left), Mrs Pratt's daugh-
ter and granddaughter.
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UNFORTUNATELY,
metal theft has become an
all too common occurrence.
One of the fastest growing
crimes in the world today is
metal theft. Copper, alu-
minum, nickel, stainless
steel and scrap iron have
become the desired target of
thieves looking to make a
quick buck. 

This has been happening
throughout the world, so it
is not a problem unique to
the Bahamas. Therefore, the
Royal Bahamas  Police
Force would like to offer
the following tips to help
prevent the theft of copper
items from your property. 

Consider these measures
to reduce your risk: 

• Install a security cam-
era with video recorder and
keep recordings for a suffi-
cient period.  

• Secure all equipment in
locked buildings, or in well-
lit areas secured by fencing.
Better yet, use a perimeter
security system with contact
alarms or motion detectors. 

• Post “No Trespassing”
placards around the proper-
ty or signs indicating the
presence of a surveillance or
security system to deter
thieves.  

• Remove access to build-
ings and roofs. Eliminate
items that allow for easy
entry to buildings, such as
trees, ladders, scaffolding,
dumpsters  and accumulated
materials such as pallet
piles.  

• Secure your building
access with deadbolts, and
door and window locks.  

• Trim or remove trees or
other landscaping that
allows criminals to hide
from view on your property.  

• Mark metals with the
company’s name using
paint, hard-to-remove
decals or engraving equip-
ment.  

• Make sure someone is
present when supplies such
as copper wiring or pipe are
delivered at a job site so the
materials can be immediate-
ly secured.  

• Don’t receive supplies
earlier than you need them.
The longer metal is onsite
and unused, the longer it’s
at risk of theft.  

• Develop a relationship
with the police. Ask for
their guidance in preventing
metal theft at your business
and what to do in the event
a theft occurs.  

• Increase lighting out-
side, and protect fixtures
(such as AC units) with
locked metal cages.  

• Create a master list of
all of your equipment and
bulk metal (if applicable)
and include pictures. Pro-
viding the list to your agent
and the authorities might
help in recovering the items.  

If a metal theft does
occur, call the police imme-
diately. Be sure to preserve
the crime scene, including
tire tracks, shoe tracks and
fingerprints. This evidence
could be used to help prose-
cute the thieves if they are
caught. 

ROYAL BAHAMAS
POLICE FORCE:
PREVENTION OF
METAL THEFT

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to
hear from people who
are making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for
a good cause,
campaigning for
improvements in the area
or have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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year. The results of the sur-
vey provided information on
the labour force as it existed
during the period April 25
to May 1, 2011. No such sur-
vey was conducted in 2010
because of the 2010 Census
of Population and Housing
survey. According to the
2011 survey, the labour force
in the Bahamas increased by
3.3 per cent since 2009 while
the unemployment rate
showed a slight decline of
less than 1 per cent. Since
the survey in 2009, the num-
ber of persons in the labour
force increased by 6,055 or
3.3 per cent, totalling 190,075
persons.  According to the
survey, both New Providence
and Grand Bahama experi-
enced a decline in the unem-
ployment rate. In the case of
New Providence the rate fell
from 14 per cent to 13.2 per
cent and in Grand Bahama
from 17.4 per cent to 15.4 per
cent.”

Fox Hill MP Fred Mitchell
in a statement said that a
quick poll of his constituents
in the Fox Hill area shows
that the statistics released by
the Bahamas Government
on unemployment in The
Bahamas “are not received
or perceived as credible.” Mr
Mitchell in his statement
said: “The feeling amongst
many of my constituents is
that the figures do not accu-
rately reflect the real picture
of the unemployed in The
Bahamas.

“It is not an accurate
reflection of the misery index
in the country,” he said.
“The Free National Move-
ment administration should
not take any comfort in these
figures lest they be accused
of deliberately cooking the
books.

“It is imperative that the
government comes to under-
stand the level of human suf-
fering that exists in The
Bahamas today with life
being a hustle and hassle for
so many people just to find a
meal, to pay their rent or
mortgages and to keep their
children fed and in school.

“The unemployment sta-
tistics to do not reflect the
reality which many Bahami-
ans face today. The situation
is even worse in Grand
Bahama,” he said.

Former PLP MP and Sen-
ator Philip Galanis told The
Tribune: “I think it’s criti-
cally important for the
department of statistics to be
independent and to be accu-
rate in its surveys. It is criti-
cally important for the
department of statistics not
to be hijacked by the politi-
cal directorate. When you
look at the numbers, the gov-
ernment has failed to create
jobs,” he said.

“While they say the num-
bers have gone down, I don’t
think these numbers are
accurate, ” said Mr Galanis,
adding: “I am most surprised
in the numbers from Grand
Bahama. I don’t think per-
sons in Grand  Bahama will
give any credence to those
numbers. The Department
of Statistics must report
accurately.”

Mr Galanis said that “a
lot of our young men are
being completely margin-
alised. Unemployment is an
incubator for crime. Due to
high unemployment, crime
and not just murder is on the
rise. I think this report is

politically driven and stinks
of partisan political high-
jacking from a political direc-
torate.”

Responding to Mr
Mitchell Mr Bethel said:

“The Labour Force Sur-
vey Report published by the
Department of Statistics is
developed each year in
exactly the same manner, no
matter who is the governing
party.  The work of the
Department of Statistics, and
their continued improved
sampling methodologies, has
earned the respect not only
of Bahamians generally, but
also of the International
Community and, in particu-
lar,  those International
Agencies who seek reliable
statistical information from
our country.

“The Labour Force Sur-
vey is not and has never been
designed to assess subjective
sentiments embodied in the
non-scientific, impressionistic
and highly political, so-called
‘misery index,’ cited by the
PLP commentator.”

He further stated: “We are
all deeply concerned and
affected by the hardships suf-
fered by too many in our
communities and con-
stituencies, caused by the
world economic turmoil
which besets us all.

“The number one priority
of each FNM MP, and the
Government, is to do every-
thing possible to put
Bahamians back to work,
and to create an economic
of sustained growth and
development necessary to lay
the foundations of greater
economic empowerment, job
creation and ownership of
Bahamian entrepreneurs in
our National economy.

“The recent IMF Report
now confirms that the coun-
try is now continuing on a
pathway of economic growth
which will, barring unfore-
seen circumstances, lead to
further economic growth,
empowerment and opportu-
nities for every Bahamian.

“The recent Government
Job Training and employ-
ment initiatives, for thou-
sands of Bahamians, as well
as the various business grants
and subsidies, now extend-
ed to mature businesses,
show the extent to which sig-
nificant efforts are being
made by the FNM Govern-
ment to continue to cushion
our people from the worst
economic hardships, to pre-
pare young Bahamian work-
ers for the coming expansion
of the job market, and to lay
the foundations for sustained
economic growth, which is
now beginning to take root.

“It is the job of the Oppo-
sition,” said Mr Bethel, “to
seek to score political points.
However, the facts show
extraordinary efforts to pre-
serve the quality of life in
our country and to restore
the Bahamian economy.”

the scene. 
Police are appealing to mem-

bers of the public who might
have information regarding
these two homicides, to contact
them at 911, 919, the Central
Detective Unit at 502- 9991,
502-9910 or Crime Stoppers at
328-TIPS.

FROM page one

POLICE INVESTIGATE
LATEST MURDERS 

PLP CLAIMS UNEMPLOYMENT
FIGURES ARE ‘INACCURATE’

FROM page one
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By NATARIO 
McKENZIE
Tribune Business
Reporter
nmckenzie@
tribunemedia.net

A RECENT survey con-
ducted by the Department
of Statistics shows that the
informal sector grew by 32
per cent, adding approxi-
mately more than 4,000
persons to the employed
labour force.

The Department of Sta-
tistics on Friday released
the results of its Labour
Force and Household
Income Survey which was
conducted in May of this
year.

Due to the 2010 Cen-
sus of Population and
Housing, a survey was not
conducted in 2010. 

According to the 2011
survey, since 2009 the
number of persons in the
labour force increased by
6,055 or 3.3 per cent total-
ing 190,075 persons. Of the
6,055 women accounted
for 78 per cent with their
numbers growing by 5.3
per cent compared to men
for whom the increase was
1.4 per cent. 

According to the survey,
one of the factors which
contributed to the decline
in the unemployment rate
was that a substantial
number of persons rather
than becoming discour-
aged workers sought
means of making a liveli-
hood by engaging in infor-
mal sector activities such
as the selling of phone
cards and similar street
vendor activities as well as
the selling of jewelry,
clothing and similar items
from their cars or homes. 

“This informal sector
grew by 32 per cent adding
approximately 4,410 per-
sons to that area and
accounting for 70 per cent
of the addition to the
employed labour force.

DEPT OF STATISTICS SURVEY PROVIDES INFORMATION ON LABOUR FORCE FROM APRIL 25 TO MAY 1, 2011

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

GRAYCLIFF expects construc-
tion on its $20 million ‘heritage vil-
lage’ in Nassau to begin before the
end of the year, its spokeswoman
Roberta Gazaroli told Tribune Busi-
ness.

“We finally got the building per-
mits a few weeks ago,” said Ms
Gazaroli.

“So we’re finalising some details
and that’s going to start towards the
end of the year. Hopefully things
will be done in 18 to 24 months.

“We’re in the process of finish-
ing removing the cigar company
which is right next to the Humidor
restaurant. We’re moving it to the
back of the restaurant and that
should be done in a month or two. 

“So we’re going to move the cig-
ar company over there so it’s kind of
a stand alone and there’s going to be
more space for people to look and
do things there.”

Mountbatten House and the for-
mer Sisters of Charity Convent
building, were purchased by the
company behind the Graycliff Hotel
and Restaurant in 2009. 

Having purchased the properties
for "a few million dollars", Gray-
cliff plans to turn the historic West
Hill Street properties, opposite the
Graycliff Hotel and Restaurant, into
a "heritage village" where visitors
can participate in chocolate mak-
ing as well as coffee roasting and
tasting sessions. 

The project will also create a

space for Bahamian artisans, with
rooms inside the former convent to
be renovated and rented to artists
and craftspeople to making
"authentic" Bahamian art works.

Ms Gazaroli, while not revealing
figures, also told Tribune Business
sales at its $2 million 5,600 square
foot Graycliff boutique and divan
in the new US departures terminal
at Lynden Pindling International
Airport (LPIA) had not risen. 

According to Ms Gazaroli, the
layout of the terminal is “not con-
ducive for retailing”. 

The new lounge replaces and
expands the Graycliff boutique and
divan that had been operating in
the former US Departures termi-
nal, and which has now been shut
down as that terminal undergoes
major renovation and construction
before being re-opened as the new
domestic and international arrivals
terminal.

INFORMAL SECTOR
GROWS, ADDING
MORE THAN 4,000
TO EMPLOYED
LABOUR FORCE

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

ABACONIANS could soon learn
of the progress on a proposed
upgrade to the Marsh Harbour
International Airport as Minister of
Works Neko Grant, while refusing
to confirm whether or not the pro-
ject had been contracted, told Tri-
bune Business an announcement
would be made on the matter in
“short order”.

The announcement that a com-
pany has been awarded the contract
could come as early as this week,
Tribune Business was informed.

But Mr Grant would only say:
“We will be making an announce-
ment in a short order as it relates to
the way forward.” 

Abaco Chamber of Commerce
president Michael Albury said Aba-
conians were anxious to see the crit-
ical project get under way.

“I haven’t heard anything. That
doesn’t mean that nothing has hap-
pened,” he said.

“These upgrades are extremely
important, and if it wasn’t a life or
death to the island’s tourism econ-
omy the government wouldn’t be
spending the kind of money they’re
going to spend. 

“We’re just hoping it starts soon,”
Mr Albury added, noting that the
even if the project were to get under
way immediately, the island would
likely have to go through another
tourist season before its completion.

Initially announced plans had
been that ground would be broken
on the airport upgrade project by
year-end 2010. 

Plans went back to the drawing
board, however, after Abaconians
suggested the original design could
be improved upon. 

Mr Albury previously stated that
space constraint was the major
drawback of the present Marsh Har-
bour International Airport facility.

He also said that because of the
age and quality of the bathrooms,
they are very “difficult to maintain
in a sanitary way” He also com-
mented previously that security of
luggage was also an issue.

ANNOUNCEMENT ON ABACO
AIRPORT ‘IN SHORT ORDER’

SEE page two

DEPT OF STATISTICS SURVEY

MINISTER OF WORKS
Neko Grant

MINISTER TIGHT-LIPPED ON WHETHER PROJECT HAS BEEN CONTRACTED HOPES FOR COMPLETION IN 18 TO 24 MONTHS

““WWee’’rree iinn tthhee pprroocceessss
ooff ffiinniisshhiinngg rreemmoovviinngg
tthhee cciiggaarr ccoommppaannyy
wwhhiicchh iiss rriigghhtt nneexxtt ttoo
tthhee HHuummiiddoorr rreessttaauu--
rraanntt.. WWee’’rree mmoovviinngg iitt
ttoo tthhee bbaacckk ooff tthhee
rreessttaauurraanntt aanndd tthhaatt
sshhoouulldd bbee ddoonnee iinn aa
mmoonntthh oorr ttwwoo..””

Roberta Gazaroli

CONSTRUCTION ON $20M
GRAYCLIFF ‘HERITAGE VILLAGE’
EXPECTED TO START THIS YEAR

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Business Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

DESPITE reports of an ail-
ing economy, a recent survey
conducted by the Department
of Statistics showed that the
unemployment rate in Grand
Bahama fell by 2 per cent
which, according to Grand
Bahama Chamber of Com-
merce President Peter Turn-
quest, was “surprising” but
good news if the numbers
held up.

On Friday, The Depart-
ment of Statistics released the
results of its Labour Force
and Household Income Sur-
vey which was conducted in
May of this year. 

The results provide infor-
mation on the labour force as
it existed during the period
April 25 to May 1, 2011.
There was no such survey
conducted in 2010, due to the

2010 Census of Population
and Housing. Since the sur-
vey in 2009, the number of
persons in the labour force
increased by 6,055 or 3.3 per
cent, totaling 190,075 persons. 

According to the survey,
New Providence and Grand
Bahama experienced a
decline in the unemployment
rate. In New Providence the
rate fell from 14 per cent to

13.2 per cent and in Grand
Bahama from 17.4 per cent
to 15.4 per cent. 

“I’m surprised at the
decline,” Mr Turnquest said.
“I don’t know what that is
attributed to. I don’t think
there has been any significant
change in the economy in
Grand Bahama. It doesn’t
make whole lot of sense to
me.

“It’s a good thing if it holds
up because it says that the
Grand Bahama economy is
on the rebound,” Mr Turn-
quest added. 

Bahamas Chamber of
Commerce and Employers

Confederation president
(BCCEC) Winston Rolle told
Tribune Business that he too
found the Grand Bahama
numbers “surprising.”

Mr Rolle said: “I think
those numbers, if that’s what
they are, is very encouraging.”

“The New Providence
unemployment rate fell by
less than one per cent, while
in Grand Bahama it’s two per
cent, and it would be really
interesting to see where the
employment came from to
warrant that,” Mr Rolle
added, noting the current
state of the Grand Bahama
economy.

“In 2008, we would have
been at the peak of the reces-
sion, so if we are now experi-
encing a turnaround, however
slight, it may be that would
lead to a change in the unem-

‘SURPRISE’ AS GRAND BAHAMA
UNEMPLOYMENT ‘FALLS BY 2%’

GRAND BAHAMA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT

Peter Turnquest

““II ddoonn’’tt tthhiinnkk tthheerree hhaass bbeeeenn
aannyy ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt cchhaannggee iinn tthhee
eeccoonnoommyy iinn GGrraanndd BBaahhaammaa.. IItt
ddooeessnn’’tt mmaakkee wwhhoollee lloott ooff sseennssee
ttoo mmee.. IItt’’ss aa ggoooodd tthhiinngg iiff iitt hhoollddss
uupp bbeeccaauussee iitt ssaayyss tthhaatt tthhee GGrraanndd
BBaahhaammaa eeccoonnoommyy iiss oonn tthhee
rreebboouunndd..””

SEE page five
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KPMG is pleased 
to announce the 
appointment of 

Tanya Carey,
International

Advisory
Manager

Tanya Carey was appointed as International Advisory Manager as of 
July 4, 2011. She will act as advisory operations manager across a 
number of KPMG jurisdictions - Anguilla, Antigua & Barbuda, Aruba, The 
Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, 
Cuba, Curacao, Gibraltar, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jamaica, Jersey, Malta, 
St Lucia, St Maarten, St Vincent & the Grenadines, Surinam, Trinidad & 
Tobago, and the Turks & Caicos Islands.

Her role will be to support, from an operational perspective, the ongoing 
growth of KPMG’s Advisory business in these jurisdictions.

Tanya holds a B.Sc. degree from McGill University, Montreal, Canada. 
Prior to joining KPMG, Tanya worked in the Canadian financial services 
industry for 13 years gaining experience in client service, operations, 
sales & marketing.

Tanya is a Bahamian and lives in Nassau with her husband and two 
children.

KPMG welcomes Tanya to the team!

KPMG is a global network of professional firms providing Audit, Tax and 
Advisory services. We have 138,000 professionals working together to 
deliver value in over 150 countries worldwide. KPMG has been present in 
The Bahamas since 1954, and employs 70 staff.

© 2011 KPMG, a Bahamas partnership, and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms 
affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved

AFTER investing tens of thousands of
dollars into its new offering, Jannifer
Thurston brand manager of Kalik told Tri-
bune Business the feedback to Kalik Lime
has been really good.

“Kalik lime is our new brand. It comes
from the well established family of Kalik. 

“Most people are familiar with the Kalik
taste.  It just has a hint of lime. It’s really
refreshing. Its a lighter more refreshing taste
than the Kalik regular,” Thurston told Tri-
bune Business.

Thurston said the feedback has been pos-
itive. 

“It’s been really good,” she said.
“We got really good feedback from

tourists and locals alike. We got on a jitney

and we drove around the entire August
Monday holiday and gave out samples. The
response was fantastic. I’m truly surprised, I
haven’t gotten one negative comment.”

Thurston noted that tens of thousands of
dollars was invested into the new brand,
which is the end result of a long process. 

She said: “It’s not something we just
jumped up and did.

“ It started with us doing the sampling
for Cinco de Mayo last year. Tourists like
lime for that occasion, so we had the Kalik
lime samples, and the response to that was
good which led us to the point where we’re
at now. 

“It’s been more than a year of working on
it,” she said.

The informal sector is
described as that part of an
economy that is not taxed
nor monitored by any form
of government. 

“Workers in this sector
usually have no contracts,
little or no job security, no
fixed hours, and often no
fixed location from which
they operate and no
employment benefits such
as sick or maternity pay,”
the Department of Statistics
stated in a press release on
its website.

It further stated: “This
state of affairs is not unique
to The Bahamas and hap-
pens worldwide, particularly
in developing countries - a
downturn in the economy
gives rise to an increase in
employment in the informal

sector. 
“Likewise, during difficult

economic times, self
employment ( in the formal
or informal sector) tends to
increase and this is borne
out in the data which shows
that that sector grew faster
(10.3 per cent) than any oth-
er sector particularly private
enterprises which had an
increase of less than 1 per
cent. 

“In New Providence self
employment grew by 3.1 per
cent whereas the increase in
Grand Bahama was sub-
stantially higher at 16.9 per
cent.

According to the survey,
the expansion in the
employed labour force was
largely due to women whose
numbers increased by 5.6
per cent compared to the 2.4
per cent experienced by
men. 

“Employment in the
informal sector seemed
more accessible for women
as their numbers increased
by 65 per cent compared to
a much lower increase, 20
per cent experienced by
their male counterparts. T

“The survey also showed
that persons also withdrew
their labour because of the
apparent lack of economic
activity and that they
stopped seeking work. 

“The number of discour-
aged workers which
increased by 34.8 per cent
over the period, reaching a
total of 11,900 persons. 

“The survey noted that
women were less likely to
become discouraged than
men as their increase in this
area, though high, was
noticeably less than that of
the males – 34 per cent ver-
sus 37 per cent.”

INFORMAL SECTOR GROWS, ADDING MORE
THAN 4,000 TO EMPLOYED LABOUR FORCE
FROM page one

POSITIVE FEEDBACK
FOR NEW BEER LAUNCH

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS INVESTED IN PRODUCT
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THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS

Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

Senior Administrative Vacancies
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the following positions:

Vice President, Operations, responsible for ensuring that cost effective operations
and infrastructure are in place to support all internal constituents; creating opportu-
nities for investment and strategic partnerships that will support the continued
growth of The College of The Bahamas and establishing and managing the appropri-
ate operational, administrative and financial priorities and objectives for all units
under his/her portfolio. Applicants should possess a Master of Business
Administration degree or the equivalent with a minimum of ten (10) years of work
experience in management.

Chief Internal Auditor (CIA), responsible for designing, preparing and implement-
ing a risk based audit plan to assess and recommend improvements in key opera-
tional and financial activities and internal controls. Applicants should possess a
Bachelor’s degree in accounting or related finance field and must be a Certified
Public Accountant (CPA) and a Certified Internal Auditor (CIA). Preference will be
given to candidates with a master’s degree in Business Administration or
Accountancy, a Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE) or Certified Information Systems
Auditor (CISA).

Dean, School of Business, responsible for the recruitment and retention of talented
faculty and students; the development and monitoring of academic programmes at
the undergraduate level; the development of new graduate programmes and ensur-
ing high quality research and outreach performance in the School. Applicants should
possess a doctoral degree in Business from an AACSB accredited university; signif-
icant hands on experience with AACSB International accreditation, quality assur-
ance and academic programme review.

Dean, Faculty of Social and Educational Studies, responsible for establishing and
maintaining high standards among faculty and students; ensuring faculty fulfill their
professional responsibilities to The College, students and the wider community;
facilitating the timely completion of programmes of study by students; establishing
an atmosphere in which teaching and learning, research, creative activity and service
can flourish. Successful candidates must have an earned doctoral degree from an
accredited university, hold the rank of associate professor or higher, have a minimum
of six years tertiary-level teaching experience as well as administrative and pro-
gramme development experience.

Executive Director, Culinary & Hospitality Management Institute, responsible for
providing vision, leadership, management and advocacy for tourism, hospitality and
culinary arts, its programmes, faculty and staff within The College of The Bahamas.
Successful candidates must have a master’s degree in one of the disciplines of
tourism, hospitality, management or a related field, although a doctorate degree is
strongly preferred, a minimum of five (5) years of successful academic leadership at
the level of department chair or above or ten (10) years of experience at an execu-
tive level within the hospitality industry or an appropriate combination of academic
qualification and training, industry and academic employment.

Bahamians only need apply. For detailed job descriptions, visit
www.cob.edu.bs/hrapply. Interested candidates should submit the following to
Associate Vice President, H.R., Human Resources Department, The College of The
Bahamas or email: hrapply@cob.edu.bs on or before Wednesday, August 31st, 2011:

• A cover letter of interest

• College of The Bahamas’ Application Form
(available online at www.cob.edu.bs/hrprofile )

• A current detailed curriculum vitae

• Statement of Teaching Philosophy (for Faculty positions only)

• Proof of teaching excellence (for Faculty positions only)

• Copies of all transcripts (original transcripts required upon employment)

• The names and contact information for three professional references

WASHINGTON
Associated Press

TIMOTHY GEITHNER
has told President Barack
Obama that he will remain
on the job as Treasury sec-
retary.

The Treasury Department
released a statement Sun-
day saying Geithner had
informed the president of
his decision to remain in the
administration.

Geithner is the only
remaining top official on
Obama's original econom-
ics team.

In late June, people close
to Geithner said he was con-
sidering leaving after the
debt limit was raised in
August. They said he was
tired of commuting to New
York, where his son will be
finishing up his last year in
high school.

Geithner informed the
president of his decision to

stay in the Cabinet on Fri-
day morning.

That discussion took place
before credit rating agency
Standard & Poor's informed
Treasury officials Friday
afternoon that they planned
to downgrade the govern-
ment's credit rating from
AAA to AA-plus.

Investors are watching
nervously to see how finan-
cial markets react to that
announcement which came
late Friday after markets
had closed.

In addition, Geithner and
other finance ministers from
the world's largest
economies have been dis-
cussing what actions need to
be taken to stabilise markets
following renewed worries
about Europe's debt prob-
lems.

A series of Obama's eco-
nomic advisors have depart-
ed including Lawrence Sum-
mers, the first head of the

president's National Eco-
nomic Council, and two of
the president's chief eco-
nomic advisers, first Christi-
na Romer and then Austan
Goolsbee.

Obama has also had to
replace his first budget
director, Peter Orszag.

Before joining Obama's
administration, Geithner
served as president of the
Federal Reserve Bank of
New York, a job that put
him on the front lines of the
central bank's efforts to bat-
tle the financial crisis and to
get credit flowing more
freely. He has a close work-
ing relationship with Feder-
al Reserve Chairman Ben
Bernanke.

During the administration
of President Bill Clinton,
Geithner held top positions
at the Treasury Department
dealing with international
financial crises that occurred
during that administration.

GEITHNER SAYS HE
WILL STAY AT TREASURY

TREASURY SECRETARY Timothy Geithner (AP)

 



NEW YORK
Associated Press

A UNIT of Warren Buffett's
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. has
bid $3.25 billion for insurer
Transatlantic Holdings.

Berkshire's National Indem-
nity Co. is offering $52 per
share in cash for Transatlantic.

That tops the price the com-
pany would get in its agree-
ment to be bought by Allied
World Assurance Co., which
is based in Switzerland.

In a letter released by
Transatlantic on Sunday,
National Indemnity said its
offer isn't subject to due dili-
gence or financing conditions.

The company said it expects a
formal response from Transat-
lantic no later than the close
of business Monday.

If the offer is accepted,
National Indemnity would
want a $75 million break-up
fee if the transaction did not
close by the end of the year.

Transatlantic's board said it
would carefully weigh the lat-
est offer by National Indem-
nity and asked shareholders to
wait until it has a chance to
judge it before taking action.
But the company also said that
it reaffirmed its recommenda-
tion of the deal with Allied
World Assurance.

Under that deal, Transat-
lantic and Allied World would
combine in what the compa-
nies are calling a merger of
equals. 

Shareholders of Transat-
lantic would receive 0.88 of an
Allied World share for each
share they hold of Transat-
lantic.

The companies say the deal,
which calls for Transatlantic
shareholders to receive a 58
percent stake in the combined
company and for Transatlantic
to name 6 of the 11 board
members, will put them on bet-
ter competitive footing because
of the combined company's
larger size.

Allied World CEO Scott
Carmliani would head the
combined company and
Transatlantic CEO Robert
Orlich would retire.

Last month, Transatlantic
rejected a hostile takeover bid

from fellow insurer Validus
Holdings Ltd. The board also
adopted a one-year stockhold-
er rights plan, commonly called
a "poison pill," a move used
to avoid hostile takeovers.
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BUFFETT’S BERKSHIRE BIDS
$3.25B FOR TRANSATLANTIC 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY chairman and CEO Warren Buffet. (AP)

 



LOS ANGELES
Associated Press

ELISABETH MUR-
DOCH, the daughter of
News Corp. CEO Rupert
Murdoch, has delayed tak-
ing her seat on the News
Corp. board, a sign the
company is trying to duck
criticism that the publicly
traded company is run like
a family dynasty.

Such criticism reached
new heights after a phone-
hacking scandal in Britain
brought the role of top
management into ques-
tion. The scandal has put
in doubt the corporate
future of Murdoch's son
and heir-apparent, James,
who had overseen i ts
British papers as head of
News Corp.'s European
and Asian businesses.

Independent director
Viet Dinh said in a state-
ment Friday that Elisabeth
Murdoch and the board
"hope this decision reaf-
f irms that  News Corp.
aspires to the highest stan-
dards of corporate gover-
nance."

Elisabeth Murdoch, 42,
was to join the board at
the annual shareholders
meeting later this year
after her British produc-
t ion company,  Shine

Group,  was bought by
News Corp. in April.

The 415 million pound
($679 million) deal has
been cited in two share-
holder lawsuits  as  an
example of  nepotism
because the Murdochs
control nearly 40 percent
of the company's voting
shares through a family
trust, despite holding a
much smaller economic
stake.

Rupert Murdoch, 80,
has long tried to maneu-
ver one of his children
into position to succeed
him and currently his two
sons, Lachlan Murdoch,
39,  and James,  38,  are
already on the 16-member
board.

Corporate governance
experts say News Corp.'s

board is stocked with loy-
alists and an Associated
Press review found that
only four of  16 board
members have no clear
business or familial link to
Murdoch or the company.

G o v e r n a n c e M e t r i c s

International, an indepen-
dent research firm that
rates corporate boards,
has given News Corp. a
failing grade since 2003.

Last month, the nine
board members who have
been judged to be inde-

pendent by the company
hired their own corporate
law firm, Debevoise &
Plimpton LLP, to advise
them on how to oversee
the internal committee set
up to investigate phone
hacking and police bribery
allegations. The directors
wanted legal advice that
does not come directly
from the company.

BUSINESS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                                  MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2011, PAGE 5B

THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS

Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

STAFF VACANCY
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the following position:
Executive Director, Gerace Research Centre [GRC], San Salvador, Bahamas,
responsible for coordinating logistical support, research projects, overall adminis-
tration and daily management of the GRC. 

Applicants must have a PhD in any of the Natural Sciences, with the ability to
involve a new generation of scientists in utilising the GRC and administrative abil-
ities including competent organizational skills.

For a detailed job description, please visit: cob.edu.bs/hrapply. Interested candi-
dates should submit the following to Associate Vice President, Human Resources,
The College of The Bahamas, P.O. Box N-4912, Oakes Field Campus, Nassau, The
Bahamas or email: hrapply@cob.edu.bs by Friday, August 12th, 2011:

• A cover letter of interest

• College of The Bahamas’ Application Form
(available online at www.cob.edu.bs/hrprofile)

• A current detailed curriculum vitae

• Copies of qualifications obtained

• Copies of all available transcripts 
(original transcripts required upon employment)

• Copy of the information page of passport

• The names and contact information for three professional references

ployment numbers. 
“Also, you would have pro-

jects like Baha Mar and the
road construction; all those
things would have been a fac-
tor in these numbers going
this way as well. 

“The numbers are encour-
aging. We just now need to
continue to grow on them and
sustain them.” Mr Rolle said
that as more major develop-
ments start to come on
stream, the Bahamas will start
to see more growth in the
employment sector.  

According to the 2011 sur-
vey, the labour force in the
Bahamas increased by 3.3 per
since 2009 while the unem-
ployment rate showed a slight
decline of less than one per
cent. The survey also said that
women were the main con-
tributors to this increase
accounting for 78 per cent of
the 6,055 with their numbers
growing by 5.3 per cent com-
pared to men for whom the
increase was 1.4 per cent. The
survey noted that although
the size of the labour force
was larger than two years pre-
viously, the actual participa-
tion rate declined by 1.1 per-
centage points. The partici-
pation rate for women held
steady but that of males fell
by 2.3 percentage points
according to the survey.

“I think the facts are show-
ing that the women are out-
numbering the men,” said Mr
Rolle. “One of the funda-
mental things we need to
realise is something which
kind of parallels the report
given this week with our edu-
cation system, that females
are outnumbering the men as
it relates to the various exam
results so when it comes to
fitting jobs obviously the
females are more qualified
than the men in a lot of
instances to fill these various
positions.” 

The survey showed show
there was a “noticeable
increase in the number of
employed persons and a slight
decrease in the number of
unemployed persons” result-
ing in a decline of less than
one per cent in the unem-
ployment rate, which now
stands at 13.7 per cent. 

In the 2009 survey, it was
noted that employment in the
country at the time had
declined overall by 9.8 per
cent with unemployment rates
the highest since the early
1990s. There were 9,540 more
unemployed persons in 2009
than there were the previous
year which resulted in the
unemployment rate increas-
ing from 8.7 per cent in 2008
to 14.2 per cent in 2009.

‘SURPRISE’ AS GRAND
BAHAMA UNEMPLOYMENT
‘FALLS BY 2 PER CENT’

FROM page one

ELISABETH MURDOCH DELAYS
TAKING SEAT ON NEWS BOARD 
‘Hopes that decision reaffirms News Corp. aspires
to the highest standards of corporate governance’



NEW YORK
Associated Press

VIACOM INC., the own-
er of MTV, Comedy Central
and Paramount Pictures, said
Friday that its net income
increased 37 percent in the

latest quarter thanks to grow-
ing advertising sales and high-
er fees from cable TV, Net-
flix and other companies that
carry its programs.

The media company, which
is controlled by billionaire
Sumner Redstone, earned

$574 million, or 97 cents per
share, in the fiscal third quar-
ter that ended on June 30.
That's up 37 percent from
$420 million, or 69 cents per
share, a year earlier.

Adjusted earnings were 99
cents per share. That's well
above the 86 cents per share
that analysts polled by Fact-
Set were expecting. This fig-
ure excludes employee-sepa-
ration charges totaling about
$14 million. Judy McGrath
stepped down as CEO of
MTV Networks during the
quarter after 30 years with the
network, which she helped
shape into a cultural icon.

MTV has been enjoying a
resurgence fueled by can't-
look-away unscripted shows
such as "Jersey Shore" and
"16 and Pregnant." Viacom
said MTV did well even with-
out "Jersey Shore" on the
lineup during the quarter. The
fourth season of "Jersey
Shore" premiered on Thurs-
day.

Viacom's revenue rose 15
percent to $3.77 billion from
$3.28 billion. Analysts were
expecting $3.52 billion.

President and CEO
Philippe Dauman said the
"breadth of hit programming
found across Viacom's media
network portfolio" is con-
tributing to strong advertis-
ing growth.

Redstone, who serves as

Viacom's chairman, said the
company has "found its
stride."

"Our media networks are
creating hit after hit, sought
after by both audiences and
advertisers, and Paramount
Pictures is putting together a
truly unprecedented year of
box office success," he said in
a conference call with ana-
lysts.

Worldwide advertising rev-
enue grew 14 percent to $1.28
billion, while U.S. ad sales
increased 12 percent during
the quarter. The U.S. and
worldwide growth rates were
slightly higher than what Via-
com saw in the previous quar-
ter, a further sign that the
advertising market is improv-
ing. Dauman said the compa-
ny expects U.S. ad revenue to
grow in the double-digit per-
centage in the current quarter
as well.

Viacom said revenue at its
media networks segment,

which includes MTV, Nick-
elodeon and other TV chan-
nels, grew 16 percent to $2.39
billion. The company's filmed
entertainment segment, which
includes Paramount, saw rev-
enue increase 13 percent to
$1.41 billion, thanks to gains
in DVD sales and TV license
revenue.

Affiliate revenue, the mon-
ey that cable TV providers
and others pay to carry Via-
com's content, grew 19 per-
cent worldwide to $971 mil-
lion, reflecting higher rates
and a growth in digital distri-
bution revenue. The latter
refers to money from Netflix
and other online video com-
panies that pay Viacom to
show its older TV shows. On
Netflix, this includes kids'
shows such as "Yo Gabba
Gabba" and "SpongeBob
SquarePants," as well as "Jer-
sey Shore" and Comedy Cen-
tral's "The Sarah Silverman
Show."

A deal with Netflix also
helped boost CBS Corp.'s
earnings higher in the most
recent quarter, an indication
that old-style media heavy-
weights are benefiting from
deals with the newer crop of
online video companies.

Theatrical revenues were
lower, mainly because of the
timing of film releases. The
blockbuster "Transformers:
Dark of the Moon" was
released late in the quarter so
most of the money it is mak-
ing will be counted in the cur-
rent period. The movie has
beat "The Hangover Part II"
to become the top-grossing
movie in the U.S. so far this
year. Worldwide, it has made
more than $1 billion in the
box office so far.

Viacom's widely traded
Class B shares rose 83 cents,
or 1.9 percent, to $44.93.
Shares have traded in a 52-
week range of $30.39 to
$52.67.
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THE VIACOM LOGO is shown at Viacom headquarters in New York. (AP)

VIACOM FISCAL 3Q EARNINGS GROW 37%
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NEW YORK
Associated Press

U.S. INVESTORS will have their first
chance Monday to react to Standard &
Poor's decision to strip the U.S. govern-
ment of its top credit rating. But the bigger
issues facing Wall Street and stock mar-
kets worldwide remain debt-ridden coun-
tries in Europe and concerns that the glob-
al economy is weakening.

The downgrade of U.S. long-term debt
from AAA to AA+ wasn't unexpected and
may have little impact on interest rates.
But it's the kind of news that stock markets
don't need when investors are nervous. As
a result, financial analysts interviewed Sun-
day said they expect markets to be volatile
this week — and beyond.

That view was echoed by former Feder-
al Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan, who
appeared on NBC's "Meet the Press" Sun-
day and said he expected the stock market
slide to continue.

Beyond the downgrade, though,
investors have plenty of reason to be selling.
Last week, the Dow Jones industrial aver-
age fell nearly 700 points, or 6 percent.
Investors were worried because the eco-
nomic signals in the U.S. and overseas were
pointing toward trouble:

—On July 29, the government dramati-
cally lowered its estimate of how much the
economy grew during the first quarter. It
had said the economy grew at an annual
rate of 1.3 percent, but revised that number
down to 0.4 percent. That meant the econ-
omy barely grew. Second-quarter growth
was also weak, a 1.3 percent rate.

—The first reports on the economy dur-
ing the third quarter have been mixed.
Manufacturing, which helped pull the econ-
omy out of the recession, fell to its weakest
level since July 2009. That was the month

after the recession officially ended. The
Labor Department said 117,000 jobs were
created last month. But that came after
99,000 jobs were created in May and June
combined — and 250,000 new jobs are
needed each month to reduce unemploy-
ment.

—European officials are trying to help
Italy avoid the kind of bailouts that Greece,
Portugal and Spain were forced to accept to
prevent them from defaulting on their debt.
And those bailouts haven't solved all the
problems in those countries.

To investors, the downgrade made it all
worse.

"We are in unchartered territory and,
therefore, should all brace for volatility
over a number of days if not weeks," said
Mohamed El-Erian, CEO and co-chief
investment officer of the bond mutual fund
company PIMCO.

Downgrade
Greenspan noted that S&P had "hit a

nerve" with its downgrade. The ratings
agency said it was lowering the U.S. rating
not just because of the country's debt load,
but because S&P doesn't believe Congress
has the ability to resolve the country's debt
problems. And it warned that another
downgrade could be forthcoming.

On Saturday, David Beers, S&P's glob-
al head of sovereign ratings, said his agency
was concerned about "the degree of uncer-
tainty about the political policy process"
in Washington.

S&P was looking for $4 trillion in budget
cuts over 10 years. The deal that Congress
passed on Tuesday would bring $2.1 trillion
to $2.4 trillion in cuts over that time. S&P
said it was also concerned about the ability
of Congress to implement those cuts

because of the division between Republi-
cans and Democrats.

"Right now, the markets don't believe
anybody anywhere and the uncertainty pre-
mium is very high. Since the end of World
War I, the United States has been an
unquestioned AAA credit, until now," said
David Kotok, chairman and chief invest-
ment officer of Cumberland Advisors.

Investors are worried about debt not
only because countries and many people
are overwhelmed by it. 

Debt is what financed economic growth
for decades. 

Now countries and people are cutting
back on debt — deleveraging is what econ-
omists call that process — and that means
economic growth in the future will be slow-
er. 

Economists had widely expected the U.S.
economy to pick up in the second half of
the year after its soft patch in the spring.
But the stock market, which looks six to
nine months ahead, doesn't see an improve-
ment until well into 2012.

They may get more insight on Tuesday.
The Federal Reserve holds a regularly
scheduled meeting on the economy and
interest rates. It's expected the central bank
will state that interest rates will need to
remain at their current low levels for at
least another year.

Even with this bleak outlook, some ana-
lysts see a chance for stocks to rise, at least
in the short run.

The stock market could recover next
week if European leaders make progress in
averting another debt crisis in that region,
said Ryan Detrick, senior technical strate-
gist at Schaeffer's Investment Research.

Still, even if stocks do rise, there are so
many economic and political problems to
be resolved that any rally may well be very
short-lived.

DR. ALAN GREENSPAN, former chairman of the Federal Reserve,
speaks on NBC's "Meet the Press" in Washington, Sunday. Greenspan
said he expects the stock market slide to continue Monday in the wake
of a decision by credit rating agency Standard & Poor's to downgrade
the U.S. credit rating. He said it will take time for the markets to bot-
tom out, but he said he sees no risk in investing in the United States
and says that S&P's downgrade won't change that. 

NBC News, William B. Plowman/AP

EXPERTS PREDICT VOLATILE MARKETS THIS WEEK
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By NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporter
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net
<mailto:nnicolls@tribunemedia.net>

NNIICCOOLLLLSS:: What do you mean by
the past is not the past? What does
that have to do with Columbus and
the Bahamas?

LLAAMMMMIINNGG:: Well when I say the
past is never really past but remains
one way or another alive and very
active in a lot of ways, in the way
we behave, what I am getting out of
that is that people think sometimes
when there is an event it is over and
dead and it has no repercussions,
where I think there is a certain con-
tinuity in time. I am not too sure
what is the longevity of an event,
but if you take for example the sto-
ry of how the region begins in its
post-Colonial, post-Columbian era, I
say post-Columbian because we
sometimes forget there is a very
long, long history of peoples here
before Europeans arrived. I mean
the Caribbean is really a project, an
enterprise in which Europe erected
a great edifice of institutions, and
they erected those institutions on
the base of African and later Asian
labour located here in the Americas. 

Now, one of the earliest institu-
tions, beginning in the latter 16th,
early 17th century is the plantation.
The plantation is a very hierarchical
structure. I use that as an example,
because 3-400 years later, it is still
clear to me from observing daily
behaviour the way in which the lega-
cy of that plantation hierarchical
arrangement has persisted in the
behaviour of peoples in this region
from the Bahamas right down to
Guyana. 

But the example to me that is
most outstanding, the legacy that
remains most persistent is the plant-
ing of race; the hierarchical nature of
something called races; the convic-
tion of a group of their inherent
superiority and their capacity to in a
way impose that conviction on all
others. That was so in the 17th cen-
tury; it was so in the 18th century; it
was so in the 19th century; it was so
in the 20th century, and to a
large extent we are still living with it
at the beginning of the 21st century.

Even in situations, which is near-
ly all situations, where Europeans,
(Euro-Americans) and their descen-
dants constitute a numerical minor-
ity in this area, they have succeeded
somehow in being able to usually
own and if not own, control the
material base on which the rest of
the society lives. This is what I mean
really by the persistence of the past.
And in a way, they have encouraged
the creation of a psychology in which
the people who are the causalities
of this experience become complic-
it in it through their denial.

There are a number of black peo-
ple in my own experience who get
very upset when you call their atten-
tion to the fact that they are disre-
specting black people in a way that is
utterly unjustified. And doing that
quite often to please or establish
their loyalties and their bonds to the
people who either employ them or
to whom their survival depends.

So I think the most profound and
pervasive force that has continued to
influence social relations in this arch-
ipelago is the force of race. Race is a
tremendous force. It is experienced

in different ways and in different
levels, but I know of no territory

that has been able to transcend the
curse of race planted here from the

day Columbus set foot in this region.
That is one example of what I mean

by the persistence of the past.
NNIICCOOLLLLSS:: In the Bahamas,

whenever the question of race comes
up, it is usually dismissed by raising
a discussion of class, as if to make the
argument that race has become less
of the mechanism of division and
control. And when they reference
that they usually draw examples
from the governing black political
class and business class that have
amassed quite a lot of wealth and
influence, and connections with the
white class whose members are still
the main owners of capital and pow-
er. Is there a relationship between
the race and class issue?

LLAAMMMMIINNGG:: Some people would
say for example that race is what
you would call a modality of class.
That is if you were speaking about
differentiation between people, race
differentiates and class differenti-
ates. But the fundamental difference
between those is that race always
implies an otherness, an other than,
and in the early days it was not just
an other than, race also implied
questions of ontological and biolog-
ical inferiority, between groups of
people.

Now, that is not new. I mean
there is an aspect of that that goes
back to the Greeks regarding non
Greeks as barbarians, the Romans
conquering and seeing whoever they
conquer as savages, and so on. Tie it
if you like with the very hierarchical
nature of the species’ response to
questions of order and obedience. 

I think in the encounter of
Europe and Africa it became most
extreme. It was a profound rupture
in a mode of perceiving people who
did not look like you. In many ways
that mode of perceiving has not
changed. It has been modified, but it
hasn’t changed. And what I would
want to emphasize, while there is a
tendency to see that mode of per-
ception as victimizing non-white peo-
ple, the people who are even more
profoundly damaged by that are the
victimizers. 

I think that white people suffer an
almost incurable distortion of con-
sciousness, of awareness, of a kind of
blindness to the realities in which
they live, (moreso) than black peo-
ple. So the notion that there is victim
without a victimizer is mistaken, and
race has in fact stifled the imagina-
tion and intellect of white people. It
has prevented white people from
investing themselves, from reflect-
ing on themselves and that is not at

George Lamming: On Race
George Lamming of Barbados is a world renowned scholar, writer, critic and 
educator. Lamming, chosen as the 2004 Distinguished Lecturer at the University
of the West Indies, is currently Visiting Professor in the Africana Department 
at Brown University. Lamming, author of six novels, describes himself as a 
“political novelist” and has been closely involved in the political and cultural
events of the Caribbean and Commonwealth over the last 50 years, remaining
an astute critic and commentator on political, historical and cultural events. He
exploded onto the literary scene in 1953 with his first novel In the Castle of My
Skin, about a Caribbean childhood and the realities of colonialism. It remains
the most widely read of West Indian novels.

Conversations with

WORLD RENOWNED scholar, writer, critic and educator George Lamming.
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all by accident.
The place I can speak

about is Barbados. The white
population in Barbados has
never succeeded in producing
an intellectual class. It is a
class that has always been
skilful at the management of
money and so on; outside of
that it is pathetic; it’s capacity
to reflect and to create. And I
think that holds true for much
of the region. You just estab-
lish, who are the outstanding
figures constituting an intel-
ligentsia anywhere across this
Caribbean and it is not going
to be amongst the white class-
es of this society at all.

NNIICCOOLLLLSS:: There is such
sensitivity in the Bahamas
towards race. I can just hear
people now. There is a ten-
dency to say, why are we still
on this race question? The
thinking is that we are all
Bahamian people; we are an
integrated society, and race is
not relevant anymore; this
particularly would come from
a white person. People would
quickly call your analysis
racist. I think an understand-
ing of how there is continu-
ity from the past is important
in light of those perceptions.

LLAAMMMMIINNGG:: I don’t think
you take that seriously,
because it is usually somehow,
some explanations to justify
how one is, and so on. I would
dismiss that. But what I would
want to emphasize is that I
don’t think people talk about
race seriously. Race gets
talked about within the con-
text of either abuse or the

context of defending, “I am
not racist,” “You are racist,”
and so on. And that is a very
frivolous way to talk about
race.

I think race should be a
subject on the curriculum in
schools. I mean you should
study it as a part of sociology;
how does it turn up in the dis-
cipline of anthropology; how
does it turn up in the disci-
pline of (history). Race is a
serious subject. It is not just
an epithet or an accusation.
It is a material force that has
influenced the lives and the
evolution of our institutions.
Certainly in Western culture,
there is no question about
that and it should be studied
as such. One should have seri-
ous courses at all levels,
beginning very early. How
does one look at the origin,
the history and the evolution
of this concept of race and the
different ways in which it has
been practised in different
societies. We need to study it,
not as a question of accusing
(anyone of being racist), but
looking at how it works; look-
ing at how some societies
have succeeded in reducing
the influence of race.

The society I think about
within the Caribbean that had
to battle with that and made
the greatest success at it was
Cuba. Before 1959 Cuba was
a racist society. The history
of racism in Cuba is substan-
tially no different than what it
was in Barbados in the feu-
dal period. The Cuban revo-
lution targeted race among
other things as one of the
afflictions that had to be dealt

with in the society. Now I
would not say they succeeded
in extinguishing it, but what
they succeeded in was mak-
ing people aware that the one
thing you cannot do in the
name of transforming the
society is to mess with that.
It was put on the agenda. We
tend not to put it on the agen-
da, but to have it forced upon
us as an accusation that we
defend. It must be studied as a
very serious phenomenon at
work in our social relations
and not in that frivolous way
of I am not racist, because
what cannot be denied is (the
presence of a racial con-
sciousness). We must make a
distinction between (racism
and a racial consciousness).

NNIICCOOLLLLSS:: What is that
distinction?

LLAAMMMMIINNGG:: There is no
West Indian, nobody born in
this Caribbean, I don’t care
whatever your colour,
whether you are white or
black, yellow, or whatever it
is, who is without a racial con-
sciousness. That has to be dis-
tinguished from being racist.
A racial consciousness means
that because of the institu-
tions which provided you with
tutelage, your way of per-
ceiving people has always
been through the filter of a
racial perception. You walk
into a restaurant and you spot
a man, but the first thing you
spot about him is that he is a
black man in this hotel. Now
if it is a hotel where there is a
predominance of white peo-
ple, it starts going through
your head, I wonder who he
is; he does not look like a
worker here. If you reverse it
and you are in a place where
the overwhelming majority of
the people are non-white, if
a man walks in who is white,
the first thing you see is the
whiteness of that man, and
you wonder, oh, how often
does he come here and so on. 

This is what I mean by a
racial consciousness that is to
be distinguished from being
racist. It does not mean that in
either case you are going to
tell him to get out of here, or
you are not going to speak to
him, not at all. It is simply that
your consciousness registers
this presence in that particular
way before you begin to
examine the meaning of what
you have seen. Our society
has given us institutions which
shaped our consciousness in
that way. That cannot be
denied. Anybody who tries to
deny that is saying I am with-
out senses; my senses do not
register anything when I move
around.

•• NNeexxtt wweeeekk,, oouurr ccoonnvveerr--
ssaattiioonn wwiillll bbee oonn IInnddeeppeenn--
ddeennccee..
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By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

RANDOLPH Swaby, one of the
prominent figures in local basket-
ball for a number of years, passed
away around 2:30pm Saturday at the
Princess Margaret Hospital after an
illness with Alzheimer’s.

At the age of 78, “Old Man Swa-
by” as he was affectionately called in
his latter years, left behind eight
boys, including a few who have tried
to keep his legacy alive in both
administration and coaching.

One of those sons, Anthony Swa-
by, said his father’s commitment to
the sport of basketball, especially in
the women’s division, was one that
has kept him at the point where he
wants to continue giving back more
and more.

“He’s the one want responsible
for me being in this mess called
coaching than anyone else,” said
Anthony, who spoke on behalf of
his brothers, Patrick, Jeffery, Randy
Jr, Michael, Kevin and DJ Swaby, all
of whom at one time or the other
dabbled a bit into coaching as well.

“He was like a lot of other people

in sports in this country, unfortu-
nately his contribution will not be
recognised now that he’s gone. He
was one of the major players in bas-
ketball, along with the late Vince
Ferguson. People don’t realize that.”

In addition to basketball, the late
Swaby also possessed a wealth of
talent in other areas. He was an
accomplished musician, who played
in the Catholic marching band with
the late Roderick Simms and was a
former choir director for Our Lady’s
Catholic Church.

“He taught all of his sons that
hard work might leave you tired,

but it won’t kill you,” said Anthony
of one of the greatest lessons he got
from his deceased father.

“I think we are all a product of
his tough love upbringing.”

In his earlier days in coaching, the
elder Swaby started out with the
Warriors Basketball Club that was
first sponsored by Commonwealth
Bank. Among some of the players
he coached were Gilbert Moncur,
Freddie McKay and brothers, God-
frey ‘Slanks’ and Felix ‘Fly’ Mus-
grove.
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By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

W
ith the 13th
IAAF World
C h a m p i -
onships in Ath-
letics fast

approaching, three Bahamian ath-
letes got a chance to continue
their preparation for the biggest
meet on this year’s calendar.

At the Samsung Diamond
League in London, England, over
the weekend, veteran Debbie Fer-
guson-McKenzie struggled to get
through the sprint double.

One day after she had to settle
for fourth place in the women’s
200 metres, Ferguson-McKenzie
failed to advance out of the two
heats of the 100m on Saturday.
Her time of 11.56 seconds in the
first heat was only good enough
for sixth place. 

American Carmelita Jeter, who
won the heat in 11.00, went on to
take the final in 10.93 over
Trinidad & Tobago’s Kelly-Ann
Baptiste (10.97), who won the sec-
ond heat in 11.22.

While her focus this year is on
the half-lap race, Ferguson-
McKenzie has failed to crack the
ranking for the Samsung Diamond
League with just one last meet to
go in the eight-race series.

On Friday in her specialty, Fer-
guson-McKenzie clocked 22.88 for
her fourth place in the 200 that
was won by American Bianca
Knight in 22.69.

Also Saturday, Grand Bahami-
an Donald Thomas cleared 2.31
metres for fourth place in the
men’s high jump, but his perfor-
mance didn’t allow him to climb
into the Samsung Diamond
League standings.

Russian Andrey Silnov won the
event with a leap of 2.36m, fol-
lowed by American Jesse
Williams with 2.34m and another
Russian Aleksandr Shustov with
2.31m.

The other Bahamian compet-
ing in the meet was Eleuthera

native Chris ‘Fireman’ Brown,
who had to settle for third in a
hotly contested men’s 400m on
Friday.

In a regional sweep of the top
four spots, Brown ran 45.04, the
same time as American fourth
place finisher Angelo Taylor.
Grenada’s Kirani James produced
the world leading time of 44.61

for the victory with Jamaican Jer-
maine Gonzales taking second in
44.85.

Through the first seven meets,
Brown is now sitting in second
place in the Samsung Diamond
League with six points, the same
as American Jeremy Wariner. 

Gonzales is out front with nine
points and James is tied for fourth

place with Americans Calvin
Smith and Taylor, all with four
points. The last of the Diamond
League meets will be the Memor-
ial Van Damme in Zurich, Brus-
sels, on September 16. The meet
will come at the conclusion of the
World Championships, scheduled
for August 27 to September 4 in
Daegu, South Korea.

Basketball icon ‘Old Man Swaby’ dies at 78

By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

FOLLOWING an opening day
win, Team Bahamas struggled for
much of the remaining contests in
their role as hosts in the 2011 CBC
Championships for Women.

The Bahamas closed out the tour-
nament with four consecutive losses,

including last night’s final game
against the tournament's only unde-
feated team and regional power-
house Cuba.

The Bahamas lost in the tourna-
ment finale 85-54 last night at the
Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium.

Outmatched from the game's out-
set, Cuba built an early 20-10 lead at
the end of the first quarter and nev-
er relinquished the advantage.

Phylicia Kelly led the Bahamas
with 15 points and six rebounds,
Malesha Peterson added 10 points,
while Roberta Quant added nine.

Taimy Martinez finished with 22
points while Clenia Salzar added 18
points and 13 rebounds to lead

Cuba.
On Friday, the team lost 67-61 to

the USVI and followed Saturday
with a 73-54 loss to the Dominican
Republic.

Phylicia Kelly was the lone bright
spot for Team Bahamas with 21
points, eight rebounds and four
assists.

Cuba blows away Bahamas, 85-54, in tournament finale

BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL
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FANTASTIC FOUR: Carmelita Jeter of the US (second left) wins the final of the 100m in the Diamond League meet at
Crystal Palace stadium in London on Saturday.

(AP Photo)

                    



Anastacia Moultrie-Sands
added eight points and five
rebounds while Latoya
Thompson finished with sev-
en points.

Andreina Paniagua led the
Dominicans with 19 points,
Carmen Guzman added 15
points, six rebounds and nine
assists while Seguiry Sierra

finished with 12 points and
seven rebounds.

The Bahamas managed just
three field goals in the open-
ing quarter and a 2-0 lead
after the game's opening bas-
ket would turn out to be their
only advantage of the game.

The Dominican Republic
led 13-8 at the end of the first
quarter and took their first
lead of double figures after a
5-0 run to open the third.

They won the second quarter
20-14 and took a 33- 22 lead
at the half.

The Bahamas was able to
trim the deficit to just four
points into the third quarter.

However, a dominant final
period from the Dominican
Republic put the game well
out of reach. They took the
fourth quarter 28-13 and led
by as much as 22 en route to
the lopsided win.

SPORTS
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US Virgin Islands beats Bahamas 67-61

GAMETIME: US Virgin Islands beat Bahamas 67-61 in the women’s Caribbean Basketball Championships
at Kendal Isaacs Gymnasium Friday night.

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGES 4 & 5EON ICE: Team Bahamas’ Diasti Delancey on the bench with ice packs on her ankle and back. 

          



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

THE Bahamas Golf Feder-
ation’s national team returned
from the 55th Caribbean
Amateur Golf Champi-
onships in Trinidad & Toba-
go, having slipped to seventh
place in the standings for the
overall Arthur Ziadie Trophy.

While Trinidad & Tobago
retained its title with 151
points, holding off a strong
push from Puerto Rico (147),
the Bahamas ended up tied
with the OECS with 76, two
shots behind the Cayman
Islands (78). The Turks &
Caicos Islands brought up the
rear with just 38 points.

The Bahamas’ best show-
ing came in the Higgs & Hig-
gs Trophy for super seniors
where the team of Grand
Bahamian Vernon Wells and
Oswald Moore shot a 301 (70-
77-78-76) for fourth place.

Puerto Rico won the divi-
sional title with 289.

The next best showing
came from the Francis &
Steele-Perkins Cup for the
men’s senior division. The
combo of Grand Bahamian
George Swan and Paul Bowe
shot rounds of 74-75-79-78 for
a 306 and fifth place.

Trinidad & Tobago won
the divisional title with scores
of 70-61-76-69.

The team of Grand
Bahamian Chris Harris and
Peter McIntosh had to settle
for sixth place in the Ramon
Baez Trophy for mid-ama-
teurs after they finished even-
par with rounds of 69-70-70-
75 for 284.

Trinidad & Tobago were

13-under-par for the division-
al title.

And in the Hoerman Cup
for regular players, the team
of Ivan Butler (87-79-81-89),
DeVaughn Robinson (76-78-
73-84), Ben Davis (81-82-73-
77), Oren Butler (79-74-78-
87) and Richard Gibson (85-
78-73-82) shot a combined
1,257 for sixth place.

Puerto Rico won with
1,170.

The Bahamas didn’t have
an entry in the George Taele
Trophy for ladies, which was
won by Trinidad & Tobago
with 593.

Team manager Ambrose
Gouthro said there was mixed
reaction on the team’s per-
formance during the course
of the four days of competi-
tion that ran from Wednes-
day to Saturday at the Mil-
lennium Lakes Golf & Coun-

try Club.
“The senior teams at the

beginning were all poised to
challenge for the cups and as
the events were done and the
conditions continued, they
just were not able to keep up
with the other senior teams -
seniors and super seniors,”
Gouthro said.

“The Hoerman Cuppers
are young and their inexperi-
ence showed up on the first
day. They had the jitters,
shooting 321, but the second
day they calmed down and
shot 309, the third day
improved to 297 and then on
the fourth day, blew their
heads off and didn’t play that
well.”

Gouthro admitted that the
conditions were the same for
everybody, but the rain and
high winds at times affected
the local players more

because they were not accus-
tomed to playing in that type
of atmosphere.

“The course was tough, but
we just didn’t adapt that well
to the conditions,” he stated.
“So it was a really difficult
time for us. Plus, I felt a cou-
ple of the younger fellows
could have used a couple
more practice time, but we
didn’t get all of or luggage
until Tuesday night after the
practice rounds were over. So
some of the younger guys did-
n’t get to practice with their
clubs.”

Despite the performances,
Gouthro said he’s convinced
that the members of the
Hoerman Cup team will be
the core of the Bahamas’ suc-
cess at the CAGC in the next
two to three years.

“The difference was the
fact that although the
Trinidad and Puerto Rico
teams were fairly young as
well, they get great opportu-
nities to play very competi-
tive tournaments and it
showed,” Gouthro said.

He noted that in his rec-
ommendation to the federa-
tion, he will suggest in his
report that the Bahamas must
have the players “compete
very hard for their positions
on the team, which means
holding at least 3-4 competi-
tive events from now and
until next year.

“And then they need to be
able to work harder on their
short game because they are
now making their drives and
they are not able to recover as
quickly as they should.”

As for the mid-amateurs,
seniors and super seniors,
Gouthro said the federation

just has to ensure that the
players are properly teamed
up so that they can comple-
ment each other’s game bet-
ter.

Gouthro, however, noted
that while the team of Swan
and Bowe played together
from last year, Bowe actually
got sick on his arrival in
Trinidad & Tobago and had
to spend a few hours recover-
ing in hospital.

“It is what it is,” Gouthro
said. “There’s no doubt that
the powerhouses like Puerto
Rico and Trinidad & Tobago
played very well and we have
a lot of ways to go to bring
our game up to their level.”

But in time, Gouthro said
he’s confident that the
Bahamas will regain its
prominence in the champi-
onship.

By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

A TOUGH weekend for
Team Bahamas ended in their
second consecutive loss decid-
ed in the game’s waning
moments.

The Bahamas fell in the
bronze-medal game to the
United States Virgin Islands
in an overtime thriller (86-83)
in the finale of the Cen-
trobasket Under-17 Champi-
onship for men in Gurabo,
Puerto Rico, last night.

Khristin Francis led the
Bahamas with 19 points,
Lourawls Nairn added 18
points and eight rebounds,
Adney Bethel finished with
14 points, Mikhail Rolle
added 13 points and nine
rebounds and Tavario Miller
added six points, 16 rebounds
and three blocks.

A defensive lapse in the
third quarter of the semifinal
round was all that stood
between the Bahamas and a
berth to the gold-medal game.

In the semifinals, the
Bahamas surrendered a tour-
nament high 36 points in the
third quarter en route to an
85-78 loss to Puerto Rico.

Four Bahamian players fin-
ished in double figures,
including three with 15 points
each. Tavario Miller led the
team with 15 points, a game
high 20 rebounds, and five

blocks. Dwight Coleby added
15 points and nine rebounds,
Lourawls Nairn finished with
15 points and seven assists,
while Stephen Strachan
chipped in with 10 points.

Juan Ortiz led Puerto Rico
with 23 points, including 5-7
from beyond the three-point
arch and Alexander Curet fin-
ished with 21 points, seven
rebounds, five assists and five
steals.

The Bahamas led 39-30 at
the half and saw a nine-point
lead evaporate in the third
quarter. The lead grew to as
much as 15 when Miller
nailed a jump hook to give
the Bahamas a 47-32 lead
with 6:56 left to play in the
quarter.

Puerto Rico ended the
quarter on a 34-10 run to take
control of the game for good.
The home team took their
first lead of the second half
when Ortiz made a three-
pointer to give Puerto Rico a
53-52 lead and cap a 20-5 run.

Over the last two minutes
of the quarter, Puerto Rico
outscored the Bahamas 13-5
to close the period and take a
66-57 lead into the fourth
quarter.

A nine-point advantage for
Puerto Rico nearly doubled
for much of the fourth quarter
and a Curet jumper gave his
team a 85-68 advantage.

With the win, Puerto Rico
advanced to face Mexico in

the finals as both teams
entered the finals undefeated
to fight for the gold medal.

In other games on the
schedule, the Dominican
Republic avenged a loss
against Puerto Rico that kept
them out of the medal round.

They beat Panama 79-58,
led by Brandon Francis who
finished with 20 points, sev-
en rebounds and four assists,
and Miguel Dicent who added
16 points.

Panama was led by Abid
Oses who scored 21 points
and grabbed 10 rebounds.
With the victory, they earned
the right to play in the fifth
place game while Panama
appeared in the seventh place
game.

In the second game, Belize
defeated the British Virgin
Islands 81-74.

Belize was led by Devin
Daly with 29 points and 12
rebounds. They advanced to

take on the Dominican
Republic in the fifth place
game while BVI was relegat-
ed to face Panama.  

In the other semifinal, Mex-
ico topped the USVI, 59-58,
in a thriller to earn the right to
play in the gold-medal game.

Khalid Hart, of the USVI,
missed the two free throws
with 39 seconds that would
have given his team the lead
and possibly a berth to the
gold-medal game.

SPORTS
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THE Bahamas Basket-
ball Federation (BBF) is
scheduled to hold its third
annual “Summer of Thun-
der” college scrimmages
at the Kendal Isaacs Gym-
nasium from August 10 to
September 14.

Teams from the Univer-
sity of Louisville,
Creighton University,
Gardner-Webb Universi-
ty, University of North
Carolina, Wilmington and
Seattle Pacific University
are expected to partici-
pate.

Here’s a look at the
schedule of games being
played:

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AAuugg..1100
Louisville Red vs. White

Scrimmage - Game #0 @
7:30pm

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AAuugg..1111
Louisville vs. Com-

monwealth Giants - Game
#1 @ 7:30pm

FFrriiddaayy,, AAuugg..1122
Louisville vs Real Deal

Shockers - Game #2 @
7:30pm

FFrriiddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1122
Creighton vs. Bahamas

All Stars - Game #1 @
9pm

SSaattuurrddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1133
Creighton vs Common-

wealth Giants - Game #2
@ 4pm

SSaattuurrddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1133
Louisville Red vs.

White - Scrimmage Game
#3 @ 6pm

SSuunnddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1144
Gardner-Webb Uni-

versity vs. Bahamas All
Stars - Game #1 @ 6pm

MMoonnddaayy,, AAuugg..1155
Creighton vs. Cybots -

Game #3 @ 7pm
MMoonnddaayy,, AAuugg..1155
Gardner-Webb Uni-

versity vs. Commonwealth
Giants - Game #2 @
9pm

TTuueessddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1166 
Creighton vs. Real Deal

Shockers - Game #4 @
7pm

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1188
Creighton vs. Com-

monwealth Giants - Game
#4 @ 7pm

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1188
University North Car-

olina Wilmington vs.
Cybots - Game # 1 @ 9pm

FFrriiddaayy,, AAuugg.. 1199 
University North Car-

olina Wilmington vs.
Bahamas All Stars - Game
#2 @ 7pm

MMoonnddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1122
Seattle Pacific Univer-

sity vs. Commonwealth
Giants - Game #1 @ 7pm

TTuueessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1133 
Seattle Pacific Univer-

sity vs. Real Deal Shockers
Game #2 @ 7pm

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1144
Seattle Pacific Univer-

sity vs. Cybots - Game #3
@ 7pm

‘Summer of 
Thunder’ college

scrimmages

U-17 Centrobasket Tournament, Gurabo, Puerto Rico

Golf: National team slips to seventh in standings

Bahamas falls in the
bronze-medal game

During his later years, he
switched to coaching women,
including Jackie Conyers and
Beryl Eve, some of the top
players. His last coaching
sting was in 1980 but he did a
number of honourary coach-
ing chores for the newly
formed New Providence
Women’s Basketball Associ-
ation.

“Because of his illness, we
are relieved because he went
away peacefully in his sleep,”
Anthony said. “He was only
starting to get worse. At least
by going now, he didn’t have
to suffer anymore.

“Although he’s going to be
missed, I think it’s a blessing
for him. It won’t be a joyful
time when we realize that he
won’t be around. But he’s
going to be missed for all that
he has contributed to in life.”

Bahamas Basketball Fed-
eration president Lawrence
Hepburn said they were hap-
py to have been able to hon-
our and recognize the late
Swaby during the women’s
segment of the Caribbean
Basketball Championships,
although he wasn’t present to
receive his award.

“He made a tremendous
contribution to women’s bas-
ketball,” Hepburn stated.

“When we recognised him,
we didn’t know that he wasn’t
going to be there, although
he was ill. We learnt that the
family was called to his bed-
side and that he would not
have made it through. I think
the honour was late, but bet-
ter late than never. So he was
a great loss, not just as a
coach, but as a mentor, one
who protected the ladies.
They all respected him as
daddy.”

Mario Bowleg, one of the
rising coaches in the women’s
division, said he was delighted
that he has been able to fol-
low in the footsteps of such a
national sporting icon.

“Swaby was one of the pio-
neers in terms of women’s
basketball, one who paved the
way that continued through
his son, Anthony, and others
like myself,” Bowleg said.

“Back in the day, there
wasn’t that much concern
about women’s basketball.
But I think he was the one
who really pushed to get
women’s basketball to the
next level.”

Both Hepburn, on behalf
of the federation, and Bow-
leg, on behalf of the coaches
and players, extended their
condolences to the family of
the late Swaby. May his soul
rest in peace.

Basketball icon ‘Old Man Swaby’ dies at 78
FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11EE
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