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MORE than half of the 57
murders committed this year
are due to armed robberies
gone wrong, domestic vio-
lence, spontaneous anger and
targeted "hits", claims head
of Bahamas Against Crime
Reverend C B Moss.   

Mr Moss believes this
unbridled anger places inno-
cent bystanders at risk if they
run into the wrong person at
the wrong time. 

His comments came in
response to statistics provided
by National Security Minister
Tommy Turnquest who yes-
terday told Parliament that
drugs and criminal enterprise
were behind 44 per cent of
the murders recorded for the
year. 

"I think that while a signif-
icant per cent of the murders
to date for this year could be
attributed to drug trafficking,
the drug culture. The other
56 per cent is a mixture. It is
primarily robbery, it is also
the result of anger gone out of
control, domestic problems
and also just things like hits,"

reasoned Mr Moss, a veteran
anti-crime activist who works
in inner city communities.

"A lot of it is just sponta-
neous anger. The people are
angry. There is a lot of hostil-
ity within the people and that
triggers off violent behaviour
for relatively minor things.
There is a new breed of crim-
inals being produced, they are
younger, less socialised, have
less heart, have no regard for
their own lives. That is clear-
ly seen in the number of mur-
ders being committed in the

Anti-crime campaigner
hits out as minister
reveals homicide data
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CRIME CONCERNS: National
Security Minister Tommy 
Turnquest and head of Bahamas
Against Crime Reverend C B Moss.

SEE page 16
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PRISON officials confiscated
240 cell phones from inmates at
Her Majesty's Prisons between
January to May despite best
efforts to block the use of the
contraband material.

The Ministry of National Secu-
rity plans to soon install a system
to stop mobile phone signals

SEE page 16

240 CELL PHONES
CONFISCATED 
FROM PRISONERS 
IN FIVE MONTHS

PLP leader Perry Christie
will travel to South Andros
this weekend in a bid that
some party supporters hope
will finally bring calm to a
hotly-contested nomination
process for the seat.

Although it has yet to be
determined what role Mr
Christie will play on the
ground, and whether or not
he will formally announce his

SEE page 16

CHRISTIE TO HEAD TO SOUTH ANDROS
AS NOMINATION PROCESS HEATS UP

By NOELLE NICOLLS
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nnicolls@tribunemedia.net

FISH vendors operating
from the Montagu ramp have
agreed to be relocated in accor-
dance with plans for the overall

development of the beach and
park area. 

Plans for their relocation are
still “a work in progress”, how-
ever, government officials said
they are likely to be placed

FISH VENDORS FROM MONTAGU RAMP
HAVE AGREED TO BE RELOCATED

SEE page 14

SCENES FROM YESTERDAY’S BUDGET DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY: (Clockwise from top left) Minister of State in the Ministry
of Finance Zhivargo Laing, PLP leader Perry Christie, West End and Bimini MP Obie Wilchcombe and Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham.

                   



OFFICIALS of the Ministry
of Public Works and Trans-
port noted the concerns of
members of the Straw Ven-
dors’ Association during a
tour of the new downtown
straw market.

Undersecretary Elizabeth
Keju said the objective of the
tour was to hear the opinions
of the vendors on the $11.3
market that is presently under
construction.

Along with representatives
of Pat Rahming and Associ-
ates, designers and Cavalier
Construction Company, the
contractor answered questions
posed by the members of the
Association representing
some 400 vendors.

Some of the concerns
expressed included the sizes of
the display areas, adding
extensions to the stalls to
allow items to hang, security
of the stalls at night and which
vendors would occupy spaces
designated for craft-making
demonstrations.

Undersecretary Keju said
that the demonstration booths
would give vendors the oppor-
tunity to showcase the art of
making conch shell jewellery
and straw baskets among oth-
er thing. She said all vendors
including those from the Fam-
ily Islands would be able to
participate.

LOCAL NEWS
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By LAMECH JOHNSON

FIREFIGHTERS managed to extinguish a
fire at the city dump yesterday afternoon after it
had been burning for more than two days.

There have been numerous fires at the Depart-
ment of Environmental Health's landfill site over
the years.

Those who live nearby have called for the clo-
sure of the facility for health and safety reasons as
the fires have been more intense of late – threat-
ening to consume their homes and sending clouds
of noxious black smoke into their communities.

Firefighters say this latest blaze was not among
the biggest, and did not pose any major threat to
neigbourhoods.

Insp Norman Bain said that even though the
fire had been burning for "a number of days",
the officers were able to put it out and there was
no serious threat.

"We were able to extinguish the fire that had
been there over a number of days. 

“There wasn't any heavy black smoke in this
fire. It was white smoke emanating from paper on
the site."

Several fires in the past have ignited subter-
ranean pockets of gas created by rotting garbage
on the site. Officers say the fire, which was put
out after 1pm yesterday, could have started any
number of ways.

They said investigations into the source of the
blaze continue. The last fire at the site happened
about a month ago. 

Firefighters put 
out dump blaze

MINISTRY OF WORKS 
OFFICIALS AND VENDORS
TOUR NEW BAY STREET

STRAW MARKET

INFORMING: Elizabeth Keju, Undersecretary in the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport, is shown at centre informing straw
vendors of plans for the new Straw Market. William Rahming,
Ministry of Works’ representative for the Straw Market, is pictured
first from right. 

(BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

PHOTOS: Felipé Major/Tribune staff

CITY DUMP FIRE: Firefighters say this latest blaze did not pose any major threat to neigbourhoods.

TOURING: Elizabeth Keju,
Undersecretary in the Min-
istry of Public Works and
Transport, is pictured fourth
from left speaking to repre-
sentatives of the Straw Ven-
dors Association during a
tour of the multi-purpose
room of the new Straw Mar-
ket. Also shown is William
Munnings, Ministry of Works
representative for the Straw
Market.

(BIS Photo/Letisha 
Henderson)
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A LARGE number of
house break-ins and crimes
against persons have been
linked to “cash for gold”
operations, Minister of
National Security Tommy
Turnquest acknowledged yes-
terday.

“The government is cur-
rently giving consideration to
promulgating regulations to
the Business License Act to
address the challenges we
have faced with the ‘cash for
gold’ and scrap metal opera-
tions,” Minister Turnquest
said yesterday during his con-
tribution to the budget com-
munication 2011/2012. 

“These businesses will be
more closely regulated and
licensed owners will be
required to adhere to those
regulations so that the author-
ities can ascertain whether the
controllers have acquired the
goods by legitimate means,”
he added.

Robbed
Mr Turnquest noted inci-

dents in which persons have
had chains snatched from
their necks or have been
robbed of gold jewellery by
those seeking to make “quick
cash” by selling the items.

“That’s been a major cause
of concern and we have a lot
of work to do in terms of
dealing with it,” Mr Turn-
quest said.

“Additionally copper theft
and the theft of scrap metal
has also posed problems.”

He noted that the more
established cash for gold busi-
nesses have been working
with police, implementing
stringent security measures
and photographing persons
who bring in certain items.

“We are trying to get all of
these cash for gold operations
to operate on this premise,”
he said. 

“There is nothing against
legitimate businesses but
when a person decides he is
going to steal gold either
through ripping it off a per-
son’s body or going and steal-
ing the property so that they
can sell it, that’s a serious
problem.

“It’s been a large part of
the large numbers of house
break-ins and crimes against
persons that we are seeing in
terms of human property.
Every effort is being made to
deal with this cash for gold
problem.”

LOCAL NEWS
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Minister tells of link
between crime and ‘cash

for gold’ operationsBAHAMIAN authorities
have found the body of a
man fitting the description
of a Carnival cruise passen-
ger who went missing during
a jet ski excursion last week.

The body, which is partial-
ly decomposed, was found
floating close to shore in
waters off West Bay Street
on Tuesday. Police said they
have not yet identified the
remains.

However, in a statement
released yesterday, the US
Embassy in Nassau said that
the body generally matches
the description of the miss-
ing US citizen.

Nathan Wells of Westch-
ester, Ohio, was vacationing
on the Carnival cruise ship
“Fascination” to celebrate
his birthday with two friends
when he disappeared.

After the ship docked in
Nassau last Saturday, Mr
Wells rented a jet ski during
an excursion to Cabbage
Beach, Paradise Island, but
did not return to shore,
according to his friends.

Yesterday, the US
Embassy in Nassau released
the following statement
regarding the body found by
the Bahamian Defence
Force:

Missing
"We can confirm that a

US citizen was reported
missing on Saturday, June 4,
while on a shore excursion
from the Carnival Fascina-
tion after renting a jet ski.
The Royal Bahamas
Defence Force, Bahamas
Air Sea Rescue Association
(BASRA), and the US
Coast Guard conducted a
search for the missing US
citizen along the northern
shoreline and keys.

"A body was located on
Tuesday, June 7, by Bahami-
an authorities that matches
generally the description of
the missing US citizen. As of
this time, however, we are
not able to confirm whether
the body found is that of the
missing US citizen. US con-
sular officials are in commu-
nication with the family of
the US citizen. Due to priva-
cy considerations we are
unable to provide additional
details."

Meanwhile, Bahamian
police have confirmed that a
body of a man was discov-
ered and retrieved from
waters off West Bay Street.

However, according to
Supt Stephen Dean, the
identity of the man is not
known at this time, though
he says the police are active-
ly investigating the situation.

He said: "We haven't
identified him as yet. Dis-
covering the identity is not
an overnight thing but we
are trying to piece it togeth-
er now."

Police on Tuesday after-
noon received a call about a
body floating in the sea
behind a home on West Bay
Street. 

When police retrieved the
body, it was partially decom-
posed. Officers are uncer-
tain of the circumstances
surrounding this incident
but assured the public that
they are investigating.

BODY FITS
DESCRIPTION
OF CRUISE
PASSENGER

UP TO press time last night, BTC employees were still in the
dark as to when they would receive their voluntary separation
packages.

The packages were expected to be distributed yesterday, how-
ever union chiefs said there was no word from the company.

"We don’t have anything yet,” said William Carroll, president of
the Bahamas Communications and Public Managers Union.

“I spoke with someone that is on the team working to finalise
everything and they said that they are still giving them out, but peo-
ple are getting off soon, so I don’t know.”

The offers were set to be given out on Wednesday but were
delayed because officials at Cable & Wireless Communications had
not finalised all the details.

“It’s taking a toll on them,” Mr Carroll said of the workers,
“they are anxious to get it in their hands.”

According to sources close to the matter, the packages are
expected to be offered to all employees with the expectation that
BTC's current staff levels can be reduced by at least 400.

Documents
Company documents obtained by The Tribune earlier this month

indicated that employees at BTC under the age of 45 are expect-
ed to be offered the chance to leave the company with a minimum
of five weeks pay for every year on the job, up to 104 weeks in total.

Employees under 50 will be offered the same five weeks per year,
up to a cap of 110 weeks, and people aged 50 but under 55 will be
offered five weeks salary for every year of employment up to a cap
of 75 weeks.

Those in the range from 55 to 58.5 will receive the same offer up
to a cap of 68 weeks, while persons ranging from 58.5 but under 60
will be pro-rated after 68 weeks based on the number of months
remaining until they turn 60.

According to a presentation prepared for the company, no per-
son in the age group 45 to 50 will receive less than six months worth
of payment. In addition, the company appears to be willing to
continue the cost of medical insurance for all age groups for one
year, with placement/training services to be provided. 

budget
DEBATE

“Every
effort is
being made
to deal with
this cash
for gold
problem.”

Tommy Turnquest

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to
hear from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

BTC STAFF UNSURE WHEN THEY WILL
GET VOLUNTARY SEPARATION PACKAGES

    



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Should the Bahamian public
be concerned that politicians
and their supporters are able
to put this nation at risk
because of decisions made by
them? If there is even an iota of
truth in the latest “Decoding
Diplomacy” series about what
was allowed by the previous
Police Commissioner and the
Minister of National Security,
however small that kernel is,
you do not have to be a rocket
scientist to make a connection
between the present crime sit-
uation and those decisions. 

Additionally, both Prime
Ministers should be held
answerable for what was
allowed under their watches as
partisan politics negatively
impacted an agency that needs

impartial decisiveness as much
as a fish needs water.

If that last sentence is to be
believed and decisiveness was
needed, then it was Mr Ingra-
ham who should have stepped
up to the plate. 

Personally, I had refused to
address this situation because
one of my younger brothers
was among the group that was
“retired”. 

The government attempted
to make a compromise in mak-
ing some “appointments”, but
they fell short of making deci-
sions that were in the best inter-
est of the country. 

The Wikileaks report,
implies that persons who should
not have been retired were
retired for political reasons; but
I guess that this is not really
news to politicians and those
who support them. 

My older brother went
through a similar experience at
the Airport, but the persons
who had him “retired” found
out very painfully that getting
someone out of a job is easy,
compared to finding a person to
do that job. 

They are certain portfolios
where the scrutiny has to be
more intentional and deliber-
ate in the making of decisions. 

It seems that even this Prime
Minister and some members of
his cabinet  have fallen prey to
bad decisions; decisions that
seem to have an aura of politi-
cal expediency to them.

We will have to remember
that “the best of men are men
at best,” and even though we
would not expect a politician
to be a statesman, it is some-
thing altogether different when
persons involved in public ser-
vice are also “Ministers of the
Gospel” and their actions and
decisions reveal a motive that
causes the public at large to
have a contemptuous view
toward those who claim to rep-
resent the one who gives wis-
dom and understanding. 

We are entering into a sea-
son of “meddling”, where the
use of  Wikileaks info can result
in the changing of the political
terrain, bringing in an atmos-
phere where one choice begins
to look as good as the other,
and the exercise of “reasonable
choice” becomes propagan-
dised and influenced by outside
interests. 

The opinions are wide and
varied about what is going on in
this country, but until the
Bahamian public embrace
“their responsibility” in an
extreme sense, we will not have
any right to complain when
politicians and their minions or
world powers and their surro-

gates, carry out agendas that
are not supportive of “the
National Intent of the
Bahamas” as a sovereign
nation. 

The sovereignty we seek will
not come about, if we fail to
address the issue. 

Just today the “Gapseed”
programme questioned the
local population on the cost of
living issue, only a few of the
responders spoke about what
we should be doing for our-
selves, the majority spoke about
what the government should be
doing or the need for more
investors. 

I applaud those responders
who reminded us of where the
buck really should stop if
Bahamians expect to be the
inheritors of these Islands,
Rocks and Cays. 

EDWARD
HUTCHESON
Nassau,
May, 2011.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

The resignation of Craig
Butler from the PLP was far
more than it looked on the
surface. But let us state the
facts.  The PLP leader and
deputy leader told Mr. But-
ler in no uncertain terms
that he was either not good
enough or not willing to gen-
uflect. 

Well the end result was
Mr. Butler, after suffering
the indignation “took his tal-
ents to Kennedy.”

But I cannot imagine how
anyone in the PLP could not
have expected this. Unless
they are, they must have
known that they “pushed
their juice” one time too
many.  They allowed Mr.
Butler to go into Elizabeth
to wet the ground, which
created some level of enthu-
siasm for the PLP.  They
showed their appreciation
by "drop kicking" him out
of Elizabeth and replaced
him, now they are behind
the scene saying that they
are sorry they did. 

Then after countless
hours of canvassing and
monetary loss in Kennedy,
they grabbed Mr. Butler
again and this time threw
him under a bus that was
moving at warp speed, leav-
ing tyre marks on his head.
Now tell me, how could any-
one stay with a party after
experiencing that. 

But did Mr. Butler know
something we never knew?
His parting shot, that he
mentioned on Real Talk
Live was, he wanted all of
them to “get a drug test.”
Now wait!

Before I go too far, I am
one who has walked the
same roads as Mr. Butler
and was ridiculed by the
people closest to me, but my
story is well documented
and known the world over,
having spoken in eight coun-
tries on the use and abuse.
Therefore I am not ashamed
of the self-inflicted wound.
Others have done far worse
to their friends, family and
indeed country.

The most peculiar thing
was the people who had the
most to say were, closet
alcoholics, mental cases, or
people with serious moral
defects in their character.
During my use I was always
in the company of the most
influential and highly quali-
fied of all top professions.
Many of them pleaded with
me not to call their names.
The people who did the
talking were the people in
key positions in the day and
in the same place and doing

the same things as me in the
late hours of the night.

I went through my reha-
bilitation, transition and
purging of all of the “suck-
ers” that were part of my
life.  For this part of the
experiences I thank God for
helping me to “flush the
garbage”. I must hasten to
say that my life has been an
overwhelming experience
since.  I must also say, if I
had to do it all over again, I
would not change one earth-
ly thing, because all of those
experiences is what brought
me to this wonderful part of
my life.

I painstakingly rehashed
these events to make one
point: Is Mr. Butler on to
something? Why is he
requesting for “all of them”
to have a drug test? Is it pos-
sible that there are some
closet users there?  Is there a
subliminal message sent by
Mr. Butler.  Those of us who
“been there, done that”
know who did what. 

So I end like this:  "If you
live in glass houses, don’t
throw stones." We know
who you are and we saw
what you did. Behave your-
self.

A word to the wise is suf-
ficient.

IVOINE W.
INGRAHAM
Nassau,
June 5, 2011.
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THE OPPOSITION is constantly criti-
cising the government for not doing enough
to prevent crime. It is an unfair criticism.
Short of stationing a police officer on every
doorstep, this government is doing every-
thing possible to suppress crime.

It has increased the size of the force, pur-
chased more patrol cars and motorcycles,
installed closed circuit television as a deter-
rent, implemented electronic monitoring to
control serious crime offenders now wan-
dering the streets on bail, among other crime
fighting initiatives. Various youth pro-
grammes have been introduced to steer
young people from a life of crime, and in
the prison inmates are being educated —
many of them can neither read nor write.
This is only a few of the crime prevention
measures that this Government has intro-
duced in an attempt to protect the commu-
nity against the criminal.

However, as we have said in this column
many times before, it doesn’t matter how
many police officers are recruited, patrol
cars purchased or prisons built, nothing will
rid a community of crime until the commu-
nity itself shows its intolerance by doing
something about it. Bahamians can start in
the home with the training of their own chil-
dren.

“We need a return to honesty, a return to
integrity and a return to fairplay,” said the
late Milo Butler Jr, in 1981. Mr Butler was a
former Speaker of the House. In that same
year Loftus Roker, former minister in the
Pindling cabinet, now retired from politics,
was grappling with the same problem that
faces the Bahamas today. Speaking on the
subject in the House of Assembly in 1981, he
blamed the nation’s leaders.

He believed the political, church and civic
leaders were to blame “for the crime sweep-
ing our country today.” He did not think
unemployment had anything to do with it,
but pointed an accusing finger at drugs, its
peddlers and users. Today our problems are
drugs, guns and human smuggling.

Just as Prime Minister Ingraham had
cause last week to warn politicians about
associating with criminals, Mr Roker
recounted an incident he had in Andros
while campaigning there several years ago.
He said people  do not want to see their MP
wallowing in the same dirt with them. Dur-
ing his campaign, he said, an Andros resident
advised him not to remain in a bar where a
gambling game was going on. As we all
know gambling is illegal.

In the House of Assembly yesterday
National Security Minister Tommy Turn-
quest acknowledged that crime is at “an

unacceptably high level in the Bahamas.
This is particularly so,” he said, “with the
large number of homicides and crimes
against the person.” He pointed out that
our problems are not unique to the
Bahamas. “The expansive scope and enor-
mity of the crime and criminality challenges
faces virtually all CARICOM countries.”
This did not mean, he said, that Bahamians
should take comfort in relaxing their resolve
to “address this very vexing problem. What
it means is that we must work that much
more cooperatively and collaboratively. And
this, said Mr Turnquest, is exactly “what we
have been doing as evidenced by our active
and effective participation in the United
States-CARICOM Caribbean Security Ini-
tiative.

Mr Turnquest told House members of
the various anti-crime initiatives and the
cost of many of them. For example, from
January to May this year $198,000 was spent
on the electronic monitoring programme
with the new budget providing for the spend-
ing of $500,000 through to the end of the
budget year in 2012. Of the 91 offenders
now being monitored more than 93 per cent
are considered “high risk offenders” who
are charged and are on bail for crimes of
murder, attempted murder, rape, assault
with a deadly weapon, armed robbery, pos-
session of illegal firearms and ammunition
and housebreaking.

Government and the business commu-
nity are now collaborating on the installation
of the CCTV cameras as a preventative ini-
tiative. Under this budget these cameras can
be imported duty free. Their true worth was
demonstrated recently in the John Bull rob-
bery on Bay Street.

Government hoped, said Mr Turnquest,
that as many homeowners and businesses
as possible will “embrace this initiative as
part of their commitment to fight crime and
provide for safer communities.”

He said that tenders for the CCTV pro-
ject have already been sent out and a short
list of possible vendors has been identified.
A public briefing is scheduled for today
when the vendors will be invited to field
questions relating to the implementation of
the project. Mr Turnquest said it was expect-
ed that the national CCTV project will be
ready for integration into the existing CCTV
system by year’s end.” This initiative will
greatly assist with crime fighting, he said.

“There is a need for each of us, indeed all
of us, to assume responsibility for addressing
the causes of crime and to take action in
preventing and controlling crime,” Mr Turn-
quest told the House yesterday.

Craig Butler sent
a subliminal

message to PLP
LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Government’s crime fighting initiatives
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Should we be concerned that politicians
and supporters can put this nation at risk?

EDITOR, The Tribune.

With various individuals
responsible for the mainte-
nance of the traffic lights,
from the Minister down to
the technicians who service
them, having had consider-
able ridicule and criticism
heaped upon them by the
motoring public, perhaps
we have discovered the
root of the problem as to
why signals working this
morning are mysteriously
inoperable an hour later.

At 6.40 this morning I
observed a uniformed
motorcycle officer, motor-
cycle No. 904, deliberately
disable the traffic signal at
the junction of Village
Road and Shirley Street
before speeding off and
turning through Kemp
road. 

The question begs, is
this an isolated incident or
common practice island
wide as the logic behind
this, particularly occurring
at the beginning of the
morning commute, eludes
me.

IAN MABON
Nassau,
June 8, 2011.

I SAW MOTORCYCLE
OFFICER DELIBERATELY

DISABLE TRAFFIC SIGNAL

 



By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net 

EXECUTIVES of  the
Bahamas Hotel Maintenance
and Allied Workers Union
have resumed their bid for
resolution of the more than
100 long-standing trade dis-
putes with the Sandals resort
company.

Meanwhile, the union – rat-
ified by the Privy Council ear-
lier this year – will resume
negotiations with the resort
towards a new industrial
agreement for its 500 employ-
ees today.

Negotiations
In addition to the various

trade disputes, another impor-
tant component of the nego-
tiations is said to be wage
packages.

“It’s a matter of adjust-
ment,” said Obie Ferguson,
head of the umbrella Trade
Union Congress (TUC) and
legal  advisor of  the
BHMAWU. 

“The important issue is the
12 officers that were (among
the 150 workers) dismissed
because of union activities in
2008 – that is the primary
issue we’re trying to resolve,”
he said.

BHMAWU officials are
demanding that union execu-
tives “unlawfully” terminat-
ed during 2008 lay-offs at San-
dals Royal Bahamian Resort
and Spa be reinstated, and
that the others be compen-
sated.

Sandals  dismissed 150
workers in December of that
year, among whom were the
president, vice president, sec-
retary general, assistant sec-
retary general, treasurer and
trustees of the BHMAWU.

The resort  –  c i t ing low
occupancy levels – dismissed
an additional 80 persons the
following year in September.

Yesterday, the lay-offs were
again crit ic ized by the
BHMAWU, which alleged
that the union was not for-
mally notified of the move.

A dozen disgruntled union-
ists  were turned away by
Labour Department staff
after they attempted to initi-
ate discussions with the direc-
tor yesterday.

Mr Ferguson explained that
the impromptu meeting was

inspired after  talks with
Labour Minister  Dion
Foulkes last week.

He said the union was told
by Mr Foulkes that the Direc-
tor of  Labour would be
instructed to look into their
concerns.

“We’re disappointed,” said
Mr Ferguson, “because we
thought once the Privy Coun-
cil made the ruling, that the
Ministry of Labour would
engage the parties to do what
they were required to do by
law, which is to negotiate in
good faith.

“After that didn’t happen,
we decided to set up a meet-
ing with the minister, which
he gave us on June 2.”

Since its formation in 2001,
the BHMAWU had been
locked in a dispute with the
Bahamas Hotel, Catering and
All ied Workers Union
(BHCAWU) over who should
represent the Sandals Royal
Bahamian staff.

Court
The issue was taken to the

highest court in the Bahamian
judicial system, the UK-based
Privy Council, in February. 

The council overturned a
verdict  by the Court  of
Appeal which declared the
BHMAWU’s registrat ion
"void and of  no effect",
because the Registrar  of
Trade Unions had failed to
publish it in the government's
gazette in accordance with the
Industrial Relations Act.

“The Department of
Labour failed to meet with
the union (on the issue of
trade disputes) on the basis
that they said it wasn’t regis-
tered,” Mr Ferguson added. 

“Once it was ruled that it
was indeed registered, we
thought it would start talks
towards negotiating the dis-
putes. 

“It did not, so now we are
taking matters into our own
hands.”
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UNION CHIEFS SEEK
RESOLUTION OF
LONG-STANDING
TRADE DISPUTES
WITH SANDALS

UNION MEMBERS at the Department of Labour.

 



    

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

AN opposition MP is call-
ing for more emphasis to be
placed on agricultural sus-
tainability.

During his contribution to
the budget debate in Parlia-
ment yesterday, West End
and Bimini MP Obie Wilch-
combe said agriculture in the
Bahamas needs to be “self-
sustainable” in response to
the global food crisis.

Calling the Ministry of
Agriculture the most impor-
tant government ministry, Mr
Wilchcombe said: “It has the
responsibility to ensure that

our people do not die because
we can’t eat – we should want
to be able to feed ourselves,
self-sustainability should be
the focus.”

In the House of Assembly
earlier this week, Minister of
Agriculture Larry Cartwright
said the price of food will con-
tinue to increase as a result
of global shortages.

In response, Mr Wilch-
combe asked what is being
done with the $7.5 million
allocated in the budget to
agriculture to battle this trend,
which the government has
had two years to plan for.

He said: “If the price of
food is increasing, what are
we doing about it? What
preparation are we making? If
we are serious today, or yes-
terday or the day before yes-
terday, our
focus should
have been on
preparing so
that we do not
have to deal
with the crisis
we were told
about two
years ago.

“That minis-
ter could burst
this economy
wide open”
said Mr Wilch-
combe. “We have to use the
resources we have right now
to build up the economy such
as the export of spiny lobster,
conch and scale fish where we
can raise the export value
from $100,000 to $500,000.”

Mr Wilch-
combe raised
the example of
the 25,000 acres
of land in Aba-
co and Andros
that is ready for
use by “would-

be farmers.” 
“This is an opportunity for

a programme to define part-
nerships and to begin a farm-
ing project for exports in
demand,” said Mr Wilch-
combe.
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MP: agriculture in
Bahamas needs to be

‘self-sustainable’

budget
DEBATE

“...self-sus-
tainability
should be
the focus.”

Obie Wilchcombe

 



OFFICIALS of the Min-
istry of National Security have
joined forces with a number
of government and non-gov-
ernmental agencies to launch
a national anti-drug and crime
awareness campaign.

The programme has been
designed to help reverse the
rising crime, criminality and
violence impacting the coun-
try.

The campaign aims to
establish “an effective pub-
lic/private sector partnership”
for the implementation of a
nation-wide comprehensive
and sustained campaign that
will be focused on “reducing
the use and abuse of drugs
while simultaneously reduc-
ing the levels of crime, crimi-
nality and violence” through
the creation of positive oppor-
tunities for at-risk individu-
als and groups within those
inner-city communities where
illegal activity is more perva-
sive.

“This new init iative is
designed to inspire and
strengthen every strata of the
Bahamian community to think
and act positively,” said Cap-
tain Godfrey Rolle, director
of the National Anti-Drugs
Secretariat (NADS) at the
Ministry of National Securi-
ty.

“Its focus is on uplifting all
gender and age-groups, par-
ticularly within the inner-city
communities,” he added.

Mr Rolle said the success
and sustainability of the cam-
paign will require the “full
commitment and participa-
tion” of schools, churches,
community groups, sporting
and other social clubs, law
enforcement agencies, private
cit izens and corporate
Bahamas.

A committee, comprised of
senior officials from govern-
ment agencies such as the
Ministry of National Securi-
ty, Royal Bahamas Police and
Defence Force, Her Majesty’s
Prisons, National Drug Coun-
cil, ministries of Health, Envi-
ronment, Labour and Social
Services, Education, Youth,
Sports and Culture and oth-
ers, in addition to private sec-
tor companies and civic and
church organisations, has been
working “diligently” towards
this end.

Objectives
There are seven specific

objectives pertaining to the
campaign and they include
reducing the demand for
drugs and drug-related crime
and criminality throughout the
Bahamas;  supporting and
widely promoting properly
planned anti-drug and crime
prevention activities being
undertaken within all sectors
of Bahamian society; and pro-
viding platforms where youth
and women, in particular, can
voice their opinions and offer
solutions to the problems
associated with drugs and
crime.

Officials will also imple-
ment a support network for
those directly impacted.  

“This campaign will allow
us to get into the inner-cities,
identify community leaders
whether it is religious, civic or
community, to get involved
and (develop) solutions that
can address the problem of
drugs and crime,” Mr Rolle
said.

The committee is made of
persons who are serious about
finding solutions to violence
and drugs.

“The only way we are going
to be successful in impacting
drugs and in our communities
is  i f  every single cit izen
accepts ownership. 

“Government cannot, and
should not be expected, to
tackle this situation alone,”
he added.

Debbie Bartlett, head of the
CEO network, a partner of
the committee, said crime
“creates a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the people of the
Bahamas to unite.”

“We are going to lick this
problem,” she said.

Ms Bartlett  said taking
ownership of what occurs
within the Bahamas is every
citizen’s responsibility.

“Ownership means effective
management. That we effec-
tively manage our responsi-
bilities (beginning) at home,”
she said. “It does not start
with the Government. It starts
at home.”

The campaign, she said, will
provide hope and direction for
those who need it “because
you have to give somebody a
destination that gives them
hope; that creates opportuni-
ty.”

“The men in the inner-cities
and the ladies in the inner-
cities that are said to be turn-
ing to prostitution which is
having an impact not only on

the criminal activity, but the
numbers of persons being
infected with HIV/AIDS.

The former journalist said
the campaign will promote
action over talk.

Action
“The key to this campaign

is execution in what we say,”
she said. “They are tired of
hearing talk, talk, talk. They
want to see action and what I
see with this committee and
from the minister, is a united
effort to help each other suc-
ceed at all levels.

“We must work together
with everybody who is looking
to progress our country,” Ms
Bartlett added.
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www.rbcroyalbank.com/caribbean
™ Trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence.

NOTICE
RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Ltd. 
INVITES TENDERS

RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Ltd. invites
tenders for the purchase of the 
following:

“All THAT” piece parcel or lot of land 
being Lot No. 112 situate in Westridge 
Estates Subdivision situate in the
Western district of the Island of New 
Providence one of the islands of the 
Commonwealth of the Bahamas. 

Property Size: 22,000 sq. ft. 
Building Size: N/A      

This property is being sold under Power 
of Sale contained in a Mortgage to RBC
Royal Bank (Bahamas) Ltd.  

All offers should be forwarded in 
writing in sealed envelope, addressed 
to the Manager, Royal Bank Commercial
Financial Services, P.O. Box N-7549, 
Nassau, Bahamas and marked “Tender 
7939”.  All offers must be received by
the close of business 4:00 p.m., 17th 
June, 2011.

Rates are valid for residents of the Caribbean only.  2-hour advance reservation required. Offer ends July 9, 2011 and 
is subject to availability. Rates, terms and conditions subject to change without notice.

CDW + taxes + fees + unlimited miles

GREAT FLORIDA SPECIALS!

alamo.com

For reservations, please contact Going Places Travel at (242) 393.6900
or (786) 245.0520 or at 1.800.468.3334. Be sure to request rate code 
RC1.

53
Midsize Car as low as

 210
WEEKLY 
US$US$

DAILY  69
Suv or Minivan as low as

 276
WEEKLY 
US$US$

DAILY

TEAMWORK: Officials of the Ministry of National Security have
joined forces with a number of government and non-govern-
mental agencies for the national anti-drug and crime awareness
campaign.

JOININGFORCES
NATIONAL ANTI-DRUG AND CRIME AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
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A GROUP of visiting
British diplomats described
Grand Bahama as a “forward
moving” island which could
present significant business
opportunities for both the
Bahamas and the United
Kingdom.

Grand Bahama Port
Authority (GBPA) recently
hosted several British diplo-
mats for a familiarisation visit.
Led by former British High
Commissioner to the Bahamas
Peter Young, the delegation
participated in a land and sea
tour of various facilities and a
special luncheon was held in
their honour. Accompanying
Mr Young were, Simon Tuck-
er, Vice-Consul in the British
High Commission, Jamaica;
Gary Nicholls, first secretary,
consular regional director for
the Caribbean; and Richard
Morris, regional director,
North America Consular.

According to Mr Young, the
visit was prompted by the fact
that the Bahamas receives
about 60,000 British tourists
per year.

These visitors, coupled with
those from the UK who reside
in the Bahamas, present a siz-
able number, and fall under
the jurisdiction of the High
Commission in Jamaica,
whose primary role is to pro-
tect British citizens.

Mr Nicholls further elabo-
rated on the purpose of their
visit. 

“The more we delve into
what makes a country tick and
what there is, the better we’re
able to deliver the service that
we do because of our better
understanding. By coming
here, it also helps us to be able
to talk more from a position of
knowledge when we’re deal-
ing with British nationals,” he
stated.

Whilst on-island, the group
was given a brief overview of
GBPA and infrastructural
developments on Grand
Bahama over the years. Of
particular interest were dis-
cussions pertaining to the sec-
ond home market, airlift,
cruise arrivals, ship repair and
the Container Port.

“The potential for this island
to capitalise on the wave of
baby-boomers in terms of pro-
viding second and retirement
homes and timeshare devel-
opments is absolutely enor-
mous,” said Graham Torode,
CEO of the Grand Bahama
Development Company
(DEVCO).

Citing Shoreline as a suc-

cessful housing development
in Grand Bahama with strong
UK ties, Mr Torode called for
even greater investment from
abroad.

Before departing on an
extensive tour of harbour facil-
ities, the group discussed
Grand Bahama’s enviable
trans-shipment positioning in
the Western Hemisphere.

“The expansion of the Pana-
ma Canal and the fact that
ships are getting much bigger
play completely into our hands
as the overwhelming majority
of ports on the eastern
seaboard of the United States
are located in or nearby city
centres where expansion is
very difficult,” said Mr Torode.
“So, we have a huge competi-
tive advantage in terms of the
trans-shipment industry.”

Diplomat Morris said he
was excited and impressed by
what he saw, stating that the
visit gave him a firsthand
glimpse at Grand Bahama’s
huge potential. 

“We’re realigning our foot-
print overseas,” said Mr
Nicholls. 

“The one common message
being driven from the home
front is we’re very much in the
business now of promoting
Britain and getting business-
es more engaged overseas. I
think there will be more of a
mind shift because there are
lots and lots of opportunities
within many countries.”

Vice-Consul Tucker, who
now has direct responsibility
for the Bahamas, concurred. 

“My impression after my
first visit is that Grand
Bahama is a forward moving
island. I’ve seen such fantas-
tic development throughout
the island...the roads, port and
infrastructure,” he said.

After hosting the group to a
private luncheon at the Grand
Bahama Yacht Club, parting
gifts of paintings by local artist
Sheldon Saint were presented
to the diplomats. 

DEVCO executive Mr
Torode described the visit as
highly successful and mutually
beneficial for all parties. 

“An important part of a vis-
it like this is for the foreign
delegation to be fully briefed
as to who we are, what we do
and what potential we have
here. Also, we now want to
follow-up and use facilities and
contacts they’ve provided to
pin-point potential investors
and companies who might be
able to come and participate
here as well,” he said.

GBPA hosts British diplomats for familiarisation visit
WARM WELCOME: PORT Authority officials welcomed a visiting British delegation. Pictured (l-r): Charles Pratt, GBPA commercial manager; Richard Morris, regional director, North America Consular; Gary
Nicholls, first secretary, consular regional director for the Caribbean; Ginger Moxey, GBPA vice-president; Peter Young, former British High Commissioner to the Bahamas; Graham Torode, CEO of DEVCO;
Simon Tucker, Vice-Consul in the British High Commission, Jamaica; and Derek Newbold, GBPA business development manager.

HARBOUR TOUR: Visiting British diplomats enjoyed a firsthand
glimpse of Freeport’s harbour facilities. Pictured (l-r): Richard Mor-
ris, regional director, North America Consular; Gary Nicholls, first sec-
retary, consular regional director for the Caribbean; Orlando Forbes,
director of the Freeport Harbour Company; Gary Gilbert, chief exec-
utive of HPH Bahamas; Peter Young, former British High Commis-
sioner to the Bahamas; and Simon Tucker, Vice-Consul in the British
High Commission, Jamaica.
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

GET WELL BAHAMAS
 40

FREE OF CHARGE:

APPLICATION FORMS

APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE:

5 p.m., Friday, July 1, 2011

SELECTION PROCESS

GET WELL BAHAMAS is funded by the 
Healthy People component of The National Prescription Drug Plan. IMAGING IS WHAT WE DO FOURTH TERRACE CENTREVILLE T 328.8157  

SERVING THE BAHAMAS SINCE 1985

no stress

no fuss

X-RAYS

CT SCANS

BIOPSY SUITE

MAMMOGRAMS

3D ULTRASOUNDS

COLOUR DOPPPLER

VIRTUAL COLONOSCOPY

FAMILY ISLAND CLINICS

U.S. SPECIALIST REFERRALS

BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

AND TECHNICIANS 

ANDCAPABLE

GOVERNMENT this week
introduced new legislation that
will assist in protecting natural
resources.

Giving his contribution to the
2011/12 Budget communication
in Parliament, Minister of Envi-
ronment Dr Earl Deveaux said
the Government can only exe-
cute its environmental policies
by strengthening the administra-
tion of the Department of Physi-
cal Planning.

“The new Planning and Sub-
divisions Act is designed to pro-
tect the public’s interest as all
potential developments will be
required to undergo public scruti-
ny to ensure that developments
to minimise negative impacts,
maintain the potential capacity
of the land by mandating guide-
lines to mitigate against destruc-
tion of the biodiversity of our
island communities,” said Dr
Deveaux, 

A new Forestry Act was also
passed to legally protect the
Bahamian Heritage and its future
sustainable growth and develop-
ment by reducing the intensity
of land use in Agro-Forestry, con-
servation Forestry, Forest
Reserve, Protected Forest, Wet-
lands, and management of ter-
restrial invasive plant species.

The two Acts are designed to
work in tandem with the amend-
ments to the Bahamas National
Trust Act, which also marks the
first revision of the organisation’s
governing law in 51 years. The
Forestry Unit will facilitate and
implement its research head-
quarters at Adelaide Road for
Bahamian and visiting scientists,
students, and stakeholders. 

“The Government of the
Bahamas will cooperate with the
BNT to implement the new
Forestry Act. The amended Act
empowers the BNT ‘to advise
both the government and the pri-
vate sector generally on devel-
opment issues and policies; and
conservation, environmental, bio-
diversity, natural and cultural her-
itage and resource management
issues’,” said Dr Deveaux.

“The Government enacted
legislation to create the Forestry
Unit to manage, conserve, con-
trol and develop forests, while
promoting and regulating forest

industries. A Memorandum of
Understanding between the Gov-
ernment (through the Forestry
Unit) and the Bahamas National
Trust has been approved for the
BNT to administer $100,000 for
BNT wardens to serve as Forest
Officers.”

The Forestry Unit has part-
nered with Lindor Industries to
expand the value of Bahamian
products, which would strengthen
the economy by stimulating a rev-
enue stream of royalty fees, per-
mits, leases and licence fees for
using forest produce and non-
timber forest produce. They plan
to create sustainable opportuni-
ties for forest restoration by
incorporating several services of
smaller complementary indus-
tries.

“The Forestry Unit is present-
ly reviewing applications to har-
vest timber from several Bahami-
an forests. In keeping with its
strategy, the Forestry Unit signed
an agreement with Lindor Indus-
tries to create valuable floor-
boards and ceiling boards from
Bahamian pine,” said Dr
Deveaux.

“Our pine trees are among the
fastest growing in the world. They
are also uniquely hard and beau-
tiful. However, only the larger
trees are required. So, rather than
high-grading the forests to get
only the valuable trees, and con-
tinue with the problem of poor
management and inferior speci-
mens; we have formulated a part-
nership to extract all the unde-
sirable specimens, using them to

make charcoal, mulch, and posts,
while leaving selected specimens
for regrowth and accommodat-
ing Lindor’s demand for the larg-
er trees.”

The BEST Commission has
audited and monitored the vari-
ous environmental activities and
EMP (Environmental Manage-
ment Plan) adherence to nation-
al and international standards of
ongoing projects such as Ginn
Sur Mer, Lynden Pindling Inter-
national Airport, The Nassau
Harbour Port Improvement Pro-
ject, Bahamas Waste Biodiesel
Facility, Baha Mar, and Bell
Island.

During 2011/12, the Commis-
sion will have oversight of pro-
jects such as the new port, bypass
road, and causeway bridge
between Great Abaco and Lit-
tle Abaco, the Glass Window
Causeway in Eleuthera, the new
port and bypass road in Exuma,
as well as the Baha Mar project
and the New Providence Infra-
structural Rehabilitation Project.

The BEST Commission is also
responsible for the National
Energy Policy and its Commit-
tee. 

They are working closely with
the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IBD) on the com-
pact fluorescent light bulb (CFL)
distribution campaign to encour-
age Bahamians to save energy by
changing their behaviour.

The Environment Ministry is
collaborating on legislation to
provide incentives to stimulate
the use of renewable energy. 

THE BNT is the key organisation managing the natural resources of the
Bahamas and ensuring that they are protected from human exploita-
tion. The BNT will hold responsibility for enacting the Planning and Sub-
divisions Act and the Forestry Act through the strengthening of the
Department of Physical Planning in the Ministry of Works. 

Gena Gibbs/BIS

New legislation will assist 
natural resources protection
Planning and Subdivisions Act introduced



AIRPORT officials hope
to hit a high note with pas-
sengers and Bahamian
entertainers with the intro-
duction of a summer per-
formance series in the new
US Departures terminal at
Lynden Pindling Interna-
tional Airport.

This week, Nassau Air-
port Development Com-
pany (NAD) issued an
appeal to local artists from
magicians to musicians to
submit profiles and demos
for consideration. 

Successful entertainers
will be scheduled to per-
form during weekends in
the peak traffic season
between July 2 - Septem-
ber 4.

Vernice Walkine, vice-
president of communica-
tions and  marketing at
NAD, believes the pro-
gramme will serve a dual
purpose. 

“Not only will it provide
a unique opportunity for
local entertainers to gain
significant exposure, it will
also add to the overall cus-
tomer experience by incor-
porating an authentic
Bahamian element.

“As we continue to
transform our facilities
here at LPIA, we also seek
to incorporate a local sense

of place in every aspect—
from the actual terminal
design to the artwork. The
introduction of live per-
formances is  an added
bonus.” 

In order to be consid-
ered, musical performers
must be either instrumen-
tal artists or singers, and
must be able to perform
one or more of the follow-
ing genres—Bahamian,
Jazz,  R&B, Caribbean,
Calypso or Rake n’ Scrape. 

Entertainers  wil l  be
required to perform on
Saturdays or Sundays for
a flat performance fee.
Soloists, duos or trios are
encouraged to participate.
Bands will not be consid-
ered for this project. 

Once finalists have been
selected, NAD will con-
tact each performer or
group to set up a date and
time for an in person audi-
tion.

Entertainers interested
in participating in the air-
port project should submit
a sample of work along
with a bio to NAD’s cor-
porate offices at LPIA by

Friday June 17, 2011 at
4pm. Demos can also be
sent electronically to mar-
keting@nas.bs.
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DESTINY Christian College and University will conduct
commencement exercises on Wednesday, June 15 at 7pm.

The ceremony will be held at New Destiny Baptist Cathe-
dral on Baillou Hill Road according to the University’s
Chancellor Dr Paul Curtis Crites and Bishop Delton Fer-
nander, senior pastor of New Destiny. 

The Christian College has operated in Nassau since 2008,
when Dr Crites began training students at what became an
extension campus of the Jacksonville, Florida college. 

Last year, 30 Bahamian students graduated from the uni-
versity, which offers programmes ranging from associate
degrees to doctorate programmes. 

This year's commencement will celebrate the achieve-
ment of 25 more graduates, many completing their masters
and doctorate programmes, according to Dr Crites. 

The accelerated programme operates from September
through May with weekend classes, small group learning
labs, mentoring and tutoring and practical applications. 

The college is not affiliated with any denomination with
the student body representing more than 20 different church-
es and denominations in the Bahamas. 

Dr Crites and Bahamian faculty and staff will be available
to meet with interested students following the graduation
ceremony on June 15.

DESTINY CHRISTIAN COLLEGE AND 
UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

PRE-FLIGHT

ENTERTAINMENT
Summer performance series in
new US Departures terminal
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Newly-
appointed CEO and president
of the Grand Bahama Power
Company Sarah McDonald
said a new diesel plant to be
built on the island will result in
lower fuel costs for the com-
pany and more reliable energy
for consumers. 

Ms McDonald is the first
woman to head the Power
Company, but she noted that
many women are in senior
positions within parent com-
pany EMERA.  

“I think I bring experi-
ence… and whether it is a
male or female I don’t think it
would be any different,” she
said. 

Ms McDonald said she is
aware of the concerns that

consumers have regarding reli-
ability and the high cost of
electricity on the island.

“We’ve already started to
make sure we can supply the
energy needed to all customers
in a reliable way,” she said.  

McDonald said the compa-
ny has installed several rental
diesel units to meet the
increased demand during the
peak summer months.

“We have a contract to
build a new much more effi-
cient diesel plant. Not only will
the system be more reliable,
but it will result in reducing
the amount of fuel we need
and the less fuel we need the
more we can control cost,” she
said. 

Ms McDonald stated that
the company is also seeking to
address the challenge of gath-
ering more accurate meter
readings.  

The company has a short-
age of meter readers, and
residents  have expressed
concerns about the estima-
tion of their monthly power
bill.   

Ms McDonald said there are
a number of businesses that
provide automated meter
reading. 

“We have not assessed
whether that is even feasible in
Grand Bahama, but we have
the expertise in-house to let
us know if that is possible,”
she said.

New Grand Bahama
diesel plant ‘will result
in more reliable energy’

New GB Power Company 
president gives details of plans

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico
Associated Press

FEDERAL officials in Puerto Rico have
seized 16 high-end cars and 15 luxury watches
from purported drug traffickers with links to an
alleged drug boss known as the "Pablo Escobar
of the Caribbean."

A Tuesday statement from U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement says the property

has a total estimated value of $3.2 million.
Among the items seized is a special edition
Camaro that runs on jet fuel and costs more
than $75,000. The agency says the items
belonged to an organisation run by Jose
Figueroa Agosto. He was arrested last July after
a nearly 10-year manhunt and is accused of ship-
ping Colombian cocaine to the U.S. mainland
through Puerto Rico. Twelve alleged members
of his organisation were arrested in November.

PUERTO RICO: $3.2M DRUG-RELATED SEIZURE INCLUDES CAMARO THAT RUNS ON JET FUEL

UNITED NATIONS
Associated Press

SECRETARY-GENERAL Ban Ki-moon
called for global action Wednesday to put an
end to AIDS by 2020 and relegate the killer
disease to the history books.

Opening a three-day General Assembly meet-
ing to assess progress in combatting HIV/AIDS,
the U.N. chief told presidents, ministers and
diplomats from across the globe that if all part-
ners involved in the fight unite "as never before"
the goal can be met.

"Today, we gather to end AIDS," the secre-
tary-general said. "That is our goal — zero new
infections, zero stigma and zero AIDS-related
deaths."

Ban recalled that world leaders first took
responsibility for controlling the epidemic at a
U.N. meeting in 2001, and since then new infec-
tions have declined by 20 percent. Five years
ago, leaders pledged that every individual would
get services, care and support to cope with HIV
and AIDS and since then AIDS-related deaths
have fallen by 20 percent, he said.

Michel Sidibe, executive director of the Unit-
ed Nations AIDS agency, told the leaders that

the vision of an AIDS-free world can be
realised.

However, he said it will require revolutionis-
ing HIV prevention and the mobilisation of
young people "as agents of change" in reducing
treatment costs. It will also require ending dis-
crimination and providing lifesaving services to
the groups most affected — migrants, prisoners,
people who inject drugs, sex workers, and men
who have sex with men, he said.

Sidibe said 1.8 million people die of AIDS
every year in the developing world and in devel-
oped countries AIDS is becoming a chronic dis-
ease. He said nine million people in the world
await treatment.

Sidibe urged donors, who have reduced fund-
ing for AIDS for the first time in 10 years, to
increase their contributions to meet the new
goal.

"We cannot stop our investment now," he
said. "With an effective up-front investment we
can make the down payment to alter the costs
trajectory and end this epidemic."

The UNAIDS chief said getting to zero will
require new innovations to provide inexpen-
sive diagnostic methods and medication avail-
able for everyone, everywhere in five years

UN CHIEF CALLS FOR GLOBAL ACTION TO END AIDS 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS



URBAN Renewal brought
300 parents of the commu-
nity together to celebrate
the shared values in
Bahamian culture.

“This is a busy week for us
this week, but that’s okay,”
said Loretta Butler Turner,
Minister of State for Labour
and Social Development.

“I had to come here
because you all are the peo-
ple whose shoulders we stand
on. And so we have come to
say, ‘thank you, thank you,
thank you’. And you tell
them, who say there is no
Urban Renewal, ask them
about what we are doing here
today. You tell them, this is
Urban Renewal.”

“Now the reality is Moth-
er’s Day is gone but we are
grateful to our mothers every
single day of our lives. Now
fathers, you know what they
say, we love you all to death.
I know next month in June,
plenty, plenty crabs are going
to be on Poinciana Drive, on
Wulff Road, all over the
place. We say all we have to
do is make crab and rice for
fathers, but today, we didn’t
have crab and rice, we had
wonderful vegetable rice, so
let’s give our fathers a round
of applause.”

Mrs Butler-Turner said
Urban Renewal provides a
common ground for young
and old in the community to
have something to do and a
place to go. She also said
people should thanks for the
elderly who paved the way
for the offspring to build on
their accomplishments.

“You all have done so
much for us. You have con-

tinuously been that rock of
stability that has kept our
society together. You’re the
grandmothers and great-
grandmothers, the grandfa-
thers and great-grandfathers,
you have even been the
mothers and the fathers, but
the reality is without you, we
are nothing,” said Mrs But-
ler-Turner.

“That is why the Urban
Renewal has decided that
every year they want to do
something special for you all.
And I can only commend
them on behalf of Minister
Dion Foulkes, I bring greet-

ings on his behalf too
because Urban Renewal is
the way of us bringing our
communities together, keep-
ing them together, and ensur-
ing that individuals within
those communities are not
forgotten.”

On May 26, the Ministry
of Labour and Social Devel-
opment and the Urban
Renewal Liveable Neigh-
bourhoods Programme of
New Providence held a post-
Mother’s Day and pre-
Father’s Day luncheon for 30
seniors from each of the nine
community centres under the
theme “Celebrating the Wis-
dom and Contributions of
Mothers and Fathers to the
Community.”

“We are honouring our
mothers and fathers to let
them know how important
they are and how important
their contribution has been
to the development of the
Bahamas. 

“When they continue to
work, it makes our country
better. We want them to
know we appreciate them
and we are not only working
with the seniors, but we are
working with the young
mothers and fathers as well,”
said Ella Lewis, coordinator
of New Providence Urban
Renewal.

“We have a responsibility
to take care of our commu-
nity. The police cannot do it,
the church cannot do it, but if
we all work together, we can
do it by encouraging families
to take responsibility for
their children, then it can be
done, but it cannot be done
by one set of people.”
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UrbanRenewalluncheon
MOTHERS AND FATHERS were served fresh fruit punch to drink and a meal of consisting of Bahamian
staples like baked chicken, corn and rice, coleslaw and fresh salad.

Celebrating shared values of 300 parents

REV SHARON NAIRN, senior
pastor from Unity Fellowship
International Ministries,
reminds parents about how
long it took for them to find out
about the sacrifices their par-
ents had to make for them.
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along the neighbouring sea-
wall in a developed space
which will provide sanitary
facilities and additional park-
ing.  

Earl Deveaux, Minister of
Environment, said the pro-
posed design includes a side-
walk along the water for
access to vendors; improved
parking at the northern end of
beach; and additional facilities
for boaters. 

There are also plans to redi-
rect the road so there is no
longer a conflict between east-
bound motorists and boaters
seeking to access the ramp. 

Overall the plan attempts to
alleviate traffic congestion;
solve the problem of fish
entrails getting into the water;
satisfy people wanting to buy
fish; accommodate vendors in
a “clean and wholesome” facil-
ity; provide adequate parking
for boaters and jetski opera-
tors; and improve the beach
experience for recreational
users. 

Funding
Neko Grant, Minister of

Works, said funding for the
road work and park develop-
ment will come from the capi-
tal budget in the Ministry of
Works. 

There has been no alloca-
tion as yet, because the final
drawings are not complete,
and the quantity surveyors
have not been contracted to
do their assessment. Mr Grant
said the government is not
able to establish a timeline for
the work until more variables
are nailed down. 

Kerzner International is
funding the beach restoration.
This work is expected to begin
in the next few months, lasting
for 90-120 days. The phased
implementation of the beach
restoration will allow for con-
tinuous public access on a por-

tion of the beach. 
“Montagu is a very popular

beach. It is accessible to a wide
cross-section of Bahamians,
but this beach is inadequate
for the demand placed on it.
We have a strong historical
imperative, social need, and a
policy mandate to remedy the
beach,” said Mr Deveaux. 

The existing beach at Mon-

tagu occupies less than 0.27
acres. According to interna-
tional usage rates for urban
beaches, it can accommodate
150-230 people. The agreed
plan will increase the capacity
more than five times over. 

Dr Kevin Bodge, lead
coastal engineer on the pro-
ject, detailed the restoration
plans in a town hall meeting

this week. He said the plan
will increase the width of the
beach by 70 feet across the
board. 

The current width ranges
from barely 12 feet at high tide
on the southern side to no
beach, which is a far cry from
the state of the beach during
the 1960s when it was the talk
of the town.  

Government and Kerzner
officials would not disclose the
cost of the beach develop-
ment. Colin Higgs, permanent
secretary in the Ministry of
Works said the government is
not concerned about the cost.
He said: “That is for Kerzn-
er’s pocketbook.” 

The 2003 Heads of Agree-
ment with Kerzner Interna-

tional included an option to
construct a golf course on
Athol Island. One of the con-
ditions for authorisation was
an agreement that Kerzner
would undertake the restora-
tion of Montagu Beach.
Kerzner has agreed to finance
the proposed restoration
despite not proceeding with
the golf course. 

ABOVE: Plans of the proposed beach improvements for 
Montagu.

BELOW: The Montagu coastline in 2006.

BOTTOM: The Montagu coastline in 1963

Images from Olsen Associates, Inc.

FROM page one MONTAGU RAMP FISH VENDORS HAVE AGREED TO BE RELOCATED
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TWO ARRESTED AFTER
SUSPECTED DRUGS FOUND

TWO people are in police custody for questioning fol-
lowing the discovery of packages filled with suspected mar-
ijuana in a Mackey Street home.

Officers from the Northeastern Division discovered the
drugs behind the dresser in one of the home’s bedrooms
when they executed a search warrant on Tuesday morning.

Police arrested Tamika Adderley, 29, and Jamal McCoy,
20, of Pratt's Lane.

According to officers from the Wulff Road Police Station,
while the two offered no resistance to the arrest, some of
their relatives became hostile.

Police say they are not yet in a position to estimate the
street value of the alleged drugs.

INVESTIGATION INTO SHOOTING
Police are looking into a shooting in a Nassau Village

home that left a 47-year-old man in hospital.
Around 4pm yesterday, an argument broke out between

the victim and another man, which resulted in the victim
being shot in the leg.

He was taken from the Luke Street home to the hospital
by ambulance, and is listed in stable condition.

Police are questioning a 35-year-old man in relation to the
incident.

POLICE TIP
When you reach a major four-way intersection, for exam-

ple the junction at Robinson and Marathon Roads, and the
traffic lights are not working, all vehicles must come to a
complete stop before proceeding. Drivers must ensure the
way is clear, give priority to vehicles that got there first, and
proceed in order and with caution.

• CRIME NEWS IN BRIEF

THE Parliamentary Reg-
istration Department esti-
mates that between 160,000
to 170,000 Bahamians will
register for the next gener-
al election, National Secu-
rity Minister “Tommy”
Turnquest told Parliament
Wednesday.

Minister Turnquest has
oversight of the Parliamen-
tary Registration Depart-
ment, which is headed by
Parliamentary Commis-
sioner Errol Bethel.

Contributing to the 2011
Budget Debate, Mr Turn-
quest said the Department
has “done much work” in
upgrading the map that is
being used for registration.
He said it is hoped that this
exercise will  lead to
“greater accuracy in the
placing of voters.”

“The Parliamentary Reg-
istration Department is
attentive to the need to cre-
ate a clean Voter Register
and to ensure that all regis-
trants meet the eligibility
requirements,” he said.

“The Department will do
all in its power to carry out
this responsibility with effi-
ciency and integrity. It is
hoped that all  eligible
Bahamian citizens will seize
the opportunity to register
early. This is important to
facilitate the work of the
Boundaries Commission
and to enhance the accura-
cy of the Register by mak-
ing corrections where nec-
essary,” Mr Turnquest
added. 

Process
The National Security

Minister said the registra-
tion process “has been gen-
erally going smoothly” as
registration officials ensure
that “only bona-fide
Bahamians are registered.”

He said while there have
been some complaints
regarding the documents
being requested of prospec-
tive registrants with regards
to preserving their registra-
tion, “other persons have
expressed appreciation that
we are being more careful
in the compilation of the
Register.” 

“All we want to make
sure is that only bona-fide
Bahamians are registered,”
he added.

Mr Turnquest said there
were 74,179 persons
entered on the New Regis-
ter as of June 7, 2011. Of
that number, 53,663 were
registered for New Provi-
dence; 11,623 on Grand
Bahama and 8,893 for the
Family Islands.

To facilitate early regis-
tration, voter registration
centres and sub-stations
have been established
throughout the country.
Permanent centres have
been established at the
Department’s headquarters
in New Providence and
Freeport and the Adminis-
trator’s Offices in various
Family Islands.

Additional stations have
been established at the
Mall-at-Marathon and
Town Centre Malls, Nation-
al Insurance Board, Gener-
al Post Office and Elizabeth
Estates and Carmichael
Road Post Offices.

“There are also a number
of roving teams going to
various business houses,”
Mr Turnquest said. “The
Department continues to
offer its mobile services to
companies with a minimum
of 20 registrants.

“In Grand Bahama, in
addition to the Parliamen-
tary Registration head-
quarters, registration is tak-
ing place at the Local Gov-
ernment Office in Eight
Mile Rock. Stations are also
being mounted from time
to time in different parts of
the island,” Mr Turnquest
added.

The country’s Voter Reg-
istration Drive commenced
on October, 2010. Mr Turn-
quest said the Register used
in the 2007 General Elec-
tions will come to an end
July 14, 2011, at which time
the New Register will come
into effect.

Vote
“Anyone who seeks to

vote in upcoming general
elections must ensure that
he or she is registered on
the New Register,” Mr
Turnquest added.

The National Security
Minister said the Parlia-
mentary Registration
Department has recruited
and trained “competent
persons” to ensure that the
registration process is a
smooth one. He said most
of the persons were rede-
ployed from the public sec-
tor.

He said extensive train-
ing seminars were organ-
ised for voter registration
personnel in New Provi-
dence, Grand Bahama and
the Family islands.

“The quality of the Reg-
ister is dependent upon the
personnel involved in the
registration process,” he
said.

Mr Turnquest said if the
forecast of 160-170,000 reg-
istered persons holds true, it
would mark an improve-
ment over the 150,684
which appeared on the 2007
Register. 

“Documents being
requested as proof of eligi-
bility for registration are: a
valid Bahamian passport,
or a birth certificate with
an official identification and
other documents as
requested, or a current
Voter’s Card, along with
other reasonable docu-
ments as requested,” Mr
Turnquest said.

“Persons presenting to
register must understand
that Revising Officers have
the right to request docu-
mentary evidence that
applicants are qualified to
be registered,” he added.

Between 160,000-170,000
Bahamians estimated to 

be registered for election
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daylight," said Mr Moss. 
During his contribution to the 2011/2012

budget debate, Mr Turnquest said analysis on
the year's murders revealed that 44 per cent of
the 57 murders committed so far were traced
to the drug trade and criminal groups. 

"There's no question that there is a strong
link between the drug trade and serious crime
in our country. What we are seeing today there
is the result of the drug trade that sadly gripped
our country a generation ago, 25 to 30 years
ago," said the MP for Mount Moriah.

With this in mind, research at the National
Anti-Drug Secretariat is putting government in
a better position  to make more connections

between drugs and crime in order to be more
proactive. 

The minister also gave a breakdown of
recent massive drug seizures. For the first three
months of 2011  1,051lbs of marijuana and 38
marijuana plants were seized. During the same
period authorities confiscated 56.98lbs of
cocaine.

In 2010, police seized 45,784.28lbs of mari-
juana and 495.25lbs of cocaine; in 2009, police
confiscated 29,153lbs of marijuana and 9,273lbs
of cocaine; in 2008 18,121lbs of marijuana and
12,087lbs of cocaine were seized. 

In the last four years – between 2006 to 2010
– 340,993lbs of marijuana and 31,279lbs of
cocaine were seized. 

Police have taken 184 illegal firearms off
the streets for the year.

without disrupting cellular
service to surrounding neigh-
bourhoods.  

"The unauthorised use of
cell phones within prisons
continues to pose a serious
challenge, and my ministry is
determined to find a more
effective means of curtailing
their use. In this regard, we
are seeking the installation of
a cellular telephone jammer
to selectively block the use of
cell phones within the prison
compound by persons who
are unauthorized to make use
of them," said National Secu-
rity Minister Tommy Turn-
quest, during his contribution
to the budget debate yester-
day.

The Mount Moriah MP
also tabled the 2010 annual
HMP report which noted that
there were 2,374 admissions
at HMP last year, a three per
cent decrease from 2009
which saw 2,454 inmates
admitted that year. 

There were 1,625 remand-
ed inmates – those not sen-
tenced – while 749 had been
sentenced, according to data
provided in 2010 annual
report. 

The 2010 figures reveal that
of the inmates admitted to the
prison last year on murder
charges only two had been
sentenced for the crime while
104 were on remand.  

Male inmates far out-
weighed the female prison
population with 2,235 men
incarcerated last year com-

pared to only 139 women. 
Of the 752 inmates who

were randomly drug tested
last year 342 were positive for
narcotics, according to the
report. The high positive fac-
tor was due to the fact that
many inmates had drugs in
their systems when they
entered prison, said the
report. 

Last year there were 51
inmates serving life sentences
while seven were on death
row. The prison had 58 depor-
tations, one extradition and
11 transfers from the United
States.

According to the report the
daily cost of incarceration for
an inmate is $44.25 or
$1,345.95 a month. The cost of
feeding an inmate is $3.28 per
day or $99.79 a month. 

support for either the con-
stituency’s current Member
of Parliament Picewell
Forbes, or area newcomer
Keod Smith, it is believed his
presence could go “a long
way” to “calming this brew-
ing storm.”

However, other party sup-
porters have taken a less
than “civil” approach to Mr
Smith’s actions in the South
Andros seat.

According to Ricardo
Smith, a well-known party
supporter, Mr Smith’s
approach so far in attempting
to get the party’s nomination
for South Andros “cannot be
considered decent or hon-
ourable”.

“There are protocols in
place and there is a sitting
Member of Parliament who
would have the support of
his Parliamentary colleagues.
I want to say that I am ener-

gised and motivated by this
dynamic group of persons
that our leader Mr Christie is
able to put forward.

“Mr Forbes is a part of
that team, and he factors in
well there. What Keod Smith
is doing is in poor taste.
Obviously what he is doing is
to the detriment of himself
and the party. Keod is a for-
mer Member of Parliament
and he should know what
those protocols are. Hope-
fully he would not do any-
thing that would cause him
to be dealt with at the Coun-
cil level,” Mr Smith said.

Believing their party is
poised to become the next
government of the Bahamas,
Mr Smith added there is no
need for the PLP to be “dis-
tracted” with such issues as
this nomination battle in
South Andros.

“When I heard that Keod
was running in the South, I
thought he was referring to
somewhere outside of the
borders of the Bahamas. He
can’t be serious about what
he is proposing to do in
South Andros,” he added.

Christie to head
to South Andros
as nomination

process heats up
FROM page one

PLP LEADER Perry Christie

240 cell phones confiscated 
from prisoners in five months
FROM page one

FROM page one

‘ANGER TO BLAME’ FOR MURDER RATE

ACAPULCO, Mexico 
Associated Press

HURRICANE Adrian
has formed in the eastern
Pacific, making it the first of
the 2011 season, forecasters
said Wednesday.

As a precaution, the Mex-
ican government issued a
storm watch for part of the
country's coast, including
the Pacific resort city of
Acapulco.

Forecasters at the U.S.
National Hurricane Center
said the center was expected
to remain offshore, but a
shift could bring tropical
storm conditions to the
coast.

The Guerrero state gov-
ernment said thunderstorms
and hail might hit about 20
coastal towns, where about 2
million people live. It urged
people not to go out in the
streets, if not necessary.

Adrian's maximum sus-
tained winds were about 75
mph (120 kph) and it was
expected to get stronger.

The center of the storm
was about 265 miles (426
kilometers) south-southwest
of Acapulco and moving
northwest near 9 mph (15
kph).

The storm watch was in
effect for Mexico's Pacific
coast from Acapulco north-
west to Punta San Telmo.

THIS IMAGE provided by NOAA-NASA GOES Project shows tropical storm Adrian taken at 5:15 a.m. EDT. (AP)

FIRST HURRICANE OF SEASON FORMS IN EASTERN PACIFIC 
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PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
Associated Press

HAITIANS cleaned up
homes and streets Wednesday
as rains let up and rivers reced-
ed following an early summer
storm that caused flooding,
wrecked homes and killed
more than two dozen people.

Haiti's Civil Protection
Department said the death toll
from seven days of rain
climbed to 25 and was likely to
increase as Haitians searched
for relatives feared dead.

Two deaths were added to
the list Wednesday after resi-
dents found the bodies of a
man and woman at the bot-
tom of a ravine, said Edgar
Joseph, a spokesman for the
Civil Protection Department.
He said six people were still
missing.

Days of steady rain turned
into a violent storm Monday
that triggered widespread
mudslides and floods in Haiti.

The storm system also

caused flooding in the neigh-
boring Dominican Republic
and in Jamaica, the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, and Puerto Rico.
A total of four people died in
those places.

On Wednesday, crews
cleared roads and repaired
damaged homes throughout
Haiti's capital while some fam-
ilies found a sorrowful ending
to their search for loved ones
missing since the storm.

Cherline Henry had been
looking for Edgar Toussaint,
her boyfriend of 18 months,
when a stranger told her that
two bodies were found at the
bottom of a ravine in Nerette,
a hillside slum southeast of
downtown Port-au-Prince.

The bodies were found after
an elderly woman walked
through the trash-strewn val-
ley to feed her pig. She noticed
a swarm of flies hovering
above a pile of debris and saw
a leg, residents told The Asso-
ciated Press.

People later pulled on plas-

tic gloves and grabbed pick
axes to pry free Toussaint's
body and the corpse of a
woman wedged under a fall-
en tree. Relatives identified
her as Venette Morin, 46.

The two bodies were cov-
ered with one of the blue tarps
that aid groups passed out
after the devastating earth-
quake in January 2010. The
sheets of plastic are used to
cover flimsy shelters that
house tens of thousands peo-
ple left homeless by the quake.

Henry, 21, took a peek at
the corpse of her boyfriend.
"I just lost half my life," she
said.

Temporary shelters in
Thomazeau, a town northwest
of the capital, continued to
receive people as the United
Nations' World Food Program
handed out food rations.
Michelet Lesly Dorce, a local
representative for the Civil
Protection Department, said
a total of 800 people had
arrived since Sunday.

Haitians clean up after
deadly storm; deaths at 25

A NEIGHBOR helping to search for bodies, right, stands by a body after pulling it from the rubble left by Tues-
day's landslide in Petionville in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday June 8, 2011. An early summer storm flood-
ed rivers, triggered landslides, destroyed homes and killed at least 23 people, according to Haiti's Civil Pro-
tection Department. (AP)
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TRIPOLI, Libya
Associated Press

LIBYAN leader Moam-
mar Gadhafi, increasingly
cornered under a stunning
upturn in NATO airstrikes,
lashed back with renewed
shelling of the western city
of Misrata Wednesday,
killing 10 rebel fighters.

The international alliance
said it remained determined
to keep pounding Gadhafi
forces from the air, but would
play no military role in the
transition to democratic rule
in oil-rich North African
country once the erratic lead-
er's 42-year rule was ended.

In Brussels, NATO Secre-
tary-General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen said Gadhafi's
days in power were clearly
numbered, making it imper-
ative for the international
community, the United
Nations in particular, to gear
up to help Libyans establish a
new form of government.

"For Gadhafi,  it  is no
longer a question of if he
goes but when he goes,"
Fogh Rasmussen said at a
meeting of the defense min-
isters from the 28 members
of the North Atlantic mili-
tary alliance.

"We do not see a lead role
for NATO in Libya once this
crisis is over," he said. "We
see the United Nations play-
ing a lead role in the post-
Gadhafi, post-conflict sce-
nario."

The alliance said it was act-
ing in the skies over Libya
purely in accordance with the
U.N. mandate to protect the
Libyan people from Gadhafi.
The resolution did not
include any involvement in
post-conflict peacekeeping.

French Defense Minister
Gerard Longuet said:

"NATO has a military voca-
tion and rebuilding Libya is a
civilian issue. So really sim-
ply, in order to rebuild Libya,
if the Libyan people ask for
it, because it is first of all an
issue for the Libyan people, it
is the job for civilian inter-
national institutions — and
not military — to bring a
response"

The Libyan rebels, too,
have made it clear they have
no appetite to see alliance
ground forces in the country
once the conflict is finished.

But they remain grateful

for NATO intervention and
applaud the stepped-up
alliance bombing campaign, a
record 66 strike sorties over
Tripoli and environs on
Tuesday.

"We've always felt that
relentless, continuous strikes
would hasten the departure
of (Gadhafi) or at least the
circle around him, said rebel
spokesman Jalal el-Gallal in
Benghazi, the de facto rebel
capital. "We're very glad that
(NATO) is carrying out the
actions, and it is a matter of
time."

The cracks in the alliance
also showed again Wednes-
day.

U.S. officials said Defense
Secretary Robert Gates
pointedly prodded five allied
nations to share more of the
burden of the NATO-led air
campaign against Libya.
None committed to do more.

The officials said Gates
used his final NATO meet-
ing before retirement to
press Germany and Poland
to join the military interven-
tion, and Spain, Turkey and
the Netherlands to con-

tribute to strike missions
against ground targets.

The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss the private meeting
of the alliance's defense min-
isters.

Wednesday's shelling on
the outskirts of Misrata rep-
resented escalation in the
more than 4-month-old
uprising, which has spiraled
into a civil  war that has
divided Libyan into zones
controlled by Moammar
Gadhafi and others by
rebels.

Gadhafi strikes Libya rebels,
NATO pounds Tripoli 

A WOUNDED rebel fighter is brought into the hospital in Misrata, Libya Wednesday, June 8, 2011. Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi,
increasingly cornered under a stunning upturn in NATO airstrikes, lashed back with renewed shelling of the western city of Misrata Wednes-
day, killing 10 rebel fighters. (AP)

BEIRUT
Associated Press

THOUSANDS of elite
troops led by Syrian President
Bashar Assad's brother con-
verged Wednesday on a
restive northern area, and
neighboring villages warned
that the convoys of tanks were
approaching, a resident and a
Syrian activist said.

Syrian forces have lost con-
trol of large areas of the
northern province, a pro-gov-
ernment newspaper reported,
in a rare acknowledgment of
cracks in the regime's tight
grip after weeks of protest
calling for an end to its 40-
year rule.

The separate reports raised
the prospect of more blood-
shed in Syria's nationwide
crackdown on the 11-week
revolt. The region borders
Turkey, which said Wednes-
day it would open the border
to Syrians fleeing violence.

In Jisr al-Shughour, where
the government said "armed
groups" had killed 120 securi-
ty forces and taken over, a res-
ident said nearby villages had
opened their mosques,
churches and schools to take
in people who fled in terror.
Many also crossed into
Turkey from Idlib province,
said the man, who would give
only a nickname, Abu Nader,
because he feared government
reprisals.

Witnesses in nearby villages
called to tell people in Jisr al-
Shughour that tanks were
approaching, Abu Nader said.
He said he feared an attack
was imminent.

The pro-government news-
paper Al-Watan said gunmen
had set up booby traps and
ambushes in small villages to
thwart incoming troops, and
were sheltering in forests and
caves. Mustafa Osso, a human
rights worker, said witnesses
told him that thousands of
troops were moving toward
Idlib.

He said many of the forces
were from the army's 4th
Division, which is commanded
by Assad's younger brother,
Maher. The younger Assad
also commands the Republi-
can Guard, which protects the
regime and is believed to have
played a key role in suppress-
ing the protests.

"The number of soldiers is
in the thousands," Osso said.
He speculated that the gov-
ernment planned a "decisive
battle."

Al-Watan, the pro-govern-
ment newspaper, said the Syr-
ian army was launching a
"very delicate" operation
designed to avoid casualties
in Jisr al-Shughour. Al-Watan
said some people were being
held captive by armed groups
that control some areas in Jisr
al-Shughour and a large area
of Idlib. There was no way to
independently confirm the

reports from Syria, which
severely restricts local media
and has expelled foreign jour-
nalists from the country. The
government routinely blames
armed gangs and religious
extremists for the recent vio-
lence.

Activists had reported fight-
ing in Jisr al-Shughour
between loyalist troops and
defectors who no longer want-
ed to continue the crackdown
on protesters seeking Assad's
ouster. Activists say more
than 1,300 Syrians, most of
them civilians, have died since
the start of the nationwide
uprising. British Prime Min-
ister David Cameron said
Britain and France would
offer a resolution at the Unit-
ed Nations condemning the
crackdown.

"If anyone votes against
that resolution or tries to veto
it, that should be on their con-
science," Cameron said.

France considers it vital that
the U.N.'s Security Council, so
far silent on the deadly repres-
sion in Syria, take a stand.

In Washington, State
Department spokesman Mark
Toner said the U.S. supports
the resolution and was trying
to secure the backing of other
members. "Such a resolution
will bring added pressure on
Assad's regime and advance
the international community's
efforts to end the brutal
repression on the Syrian peo-
ple," Toner said.

Syrian forces converge on rebellious northern town 

A PRO-SYRIAN President Bashar Assad man carries a huge Syrian flag
with Assad's portrait, as he marches with others to show their sup-
port to their president, in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday June 8,
2011. Thousands of elite troops led by President Bashar Assad's broth-
er converged Wednesday on a restive northern area, and neighboring
villages warned that the convoys of tanks were approaching, a resi-
dent and a Syrian activist said. (AP)

SANAA, Yemen
Associated Press

ARMED opposition tribes-
men have seized control of
part of Yemen's second-
largest city, security officials
said Wednesday, illustrating
the breakdown of authority
in the country amid a poten-
tially explosive deadlock in
the capital.

With the wounded Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh out
of the country for treatment,
the United States, Saudi Ara-
bia and the Yemeni opposi-
tion are pressing for a formal
end to his rule and the for-
mation of a new government.
But so far there's been little
response from Saleh's ruling
party, and his allies appear to
be digging in, insisting the
president will return soon.

That has left Sanaa locked
in an uneasy cease-fire
between government forces
and opposition tribesmen bar-
ricaded in their positions after
two weeks of heavy battles
between them killed dozens.
On Wednesday, tribesmen
collected 10 more bodies of
their fallen fighters from the
streets of their main strong-
hold, Sanaa's Hassaba district,
where most of the battles
took place, a tribal spokesman
said.

The United States fears
that this power vacuum will
give freer rein to al-Qaida's
branch in Yemen — one of
the terror network's most
active franchises, behind two
attempted terror attacks on
U.S. targets.

In a videotape released
Wednesday, the deputy of
slain al-Qaida leader Osama
bin Laden sought to adopt the
anti-Saleh movement. "We
are with you in your upris-
ing," Ayman al-Zawahri said
in the video posted on Islam-
ic militant websites. He
warned Yemenis not to be
tricked by the Americans and
their Gulf allies "who want to
replace one American agent
with another," urging the
opposition to continue until
Saleh's regime falls and "they
put in its place a just regime
that rules by Islamic law."

On a visit to Egypt on
Wednesday, Chairman of the
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff
Adm. Mike Mullen said
Washington was particularly
concerned about al-Qaida's
branch gaining a greater
range of operations.

"It is incredibly dangerous
and made that much more
dangerous in the ongoing
chaos," Mullen said. "I would
certainly urge leaders from
every side of this challenge to
be calm and try to resolve the
issues peacefully."

Hundreds of thousands of
Yemenis, inspired by upris-
ings elsewhere in the Mideast,
have been protesting daily
since late January demanding
the ouster of Saleh, who has
ruled Yemen for nearly 33
years. Their campaign has
been largely peaceful, but
fighting erupted in Sanaa
between Saleh loyalists and
fighters from Yemen's most
powerful tribal confederation,
the Hashid, after troops
moved to attack the residence
of the Hashid leader, Sheik
Sadeq al-Ahmar.

The fighting continued until
Friday, when a rocket hit
Saleh's presidential palace,
killing 11 of his guards and
wounding the president.
Saleh, in his late 60s, was tak-
en to Saudi Arabia with
severe burns — U.S. officials
say they cover 40 percent of
his body — and chunks of
wood in his chest.

While the cease-fire has
largely held in Sanaa, fight-
ing has raged the past two
days in Taiz, Yemen's second
largest city. Taiz has been the
site of major protests, and last
week government troops
cracked down hard, breaking
up the protesters' camp in a
main square and killing more
than 20.

In recent days, tribesmen
from the Taiz region sympa-
thetic to the protesters rose
up and attacked government
forces, with two days of clash-
es around the local presiden-
tial palace this week. Amid
fighting Tuesday, a tank near
the palace fired a shell into a
residential neighborhood,
killing four people, including
three children. 

Tribesmen seize
part of Yemen's
2nd biggest city 

In brief

TIJUANA, Mexico
Associated Press

WILD-ANIMAL collector,
gambling tycoon and eccentric
former mayor Jorge Hank
Rhon has faced unproven alle-
gations of criminal activity
throughout his career in the bor-
der city famed as a base for drug
traffickers.

Now a raid on his home has
turned up an arsenal of illegal
weapons, prosecutors said
Wednesday, and they are set-
ting out to finally make charges
stick to a man with deep roots in
Mexico's elite who has long
been considered untouchable.

Hauled first to Mexico City
for questioning, Hank Rhon
was flown back to the border
early Wednesday. The man who
once described himself as a bil-
lionaire sat in a Tecate prison

awaiting arraignment.
The case comes as Mexico

heads into a presidential cam-
paign and the party that ruled
for 71 years, the party of Hank
Rhon and his legendary father,
looks likely to return to power.
The unusual circumstances of
the raid have had federal offi-
cials scrambling to deny it had
political motivations.

U.S. officials have long been
suspicious of the Hank clan, and
the flamboyant Hank Rhon in
particular. Gambling can be a
prime way to launder money,
and Hank Rhon runs a gaming
empire based in one of the
world's busiest drug-trafficking
corridors. Never, though, have
they even indicted him on any
corruption-related charge.

The word "eccentric" often
clings to Hank Rhon. And the
55-year-old father of 19 children

with various women has been
happy to feed the impression.
He has boasted of getting ener-
gy from drinking a tequila laced
with bear bile, scorpions, and
rattlesnakes and steeped with
the penises of tigers, lions and
dogs.

The Tijuana estate where he
was arrested includes a casino, a
dog racing track, a private zoo
of 20,000 animals and a soccer
complex.

He once caused a stir by say-
ing women were his favorite
animal, a comment for which
he later apologized.

After running Tijuana from
2004 to 2007, Hank Rhon lost a
bid to become Baja California
governor, but he has been
expected to run again in 2013,
trying to unseat the National
Action Party of President Felipe
Calderon.

After years of rumour, Tijuana mayor faces charges

THIS June 13, 2006 file photo shows then Tijuana Mayor Jorge
Hank Rhon in his City Hall office during an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press, in Tijuana, Mexico. A Mexican official says that Hank
Rhon has been arrested on suspicion of illegal weapons posses-
sion. Rhon was mayor of Tijuana from 2004 to 2007. He is a self-pro-
claimed billionaire who owns a dog-track and chain of gambling
parlors. (AP)

 



LONDON
Associated Press

PRIME Minister David
Cameron said Britain and
France will present a revised
resolution to the United
Nations on Wednesday con-
demning Syria for its deadly
crackdown on peaceful pro-
testers.

U.N. diplomats in New
York said the new text is
aimed at winning more sup-
port for the resolution in the
U.N. Security Council and
avoiding a Russian veto.

Cameron told the House of
Commons that the two
nations object to the actions
of Syrian President Bashar
Assad's government and
would be offering the new
resolution "condemning the
repression and demanding
accountability and humani-
tarian action."

"If anyone votes against
that resolution or tries to veto
it, that should be on their con-
science," he said.

Cameron made the state-
ment as Syrian troops and
tanks made their way to the
restive northern area where
soldiers reportedly joined an
anti-government uprising,
according to a Syrian human
rights worker Mustafa Osso.
That raised the prospect of
another bout of bloodshed in
Syria's nationwide crackdown
on the revolt against Assad
which activists say has killed
more than 1,300 Syrians.

Security Council diplomats
said the new text will be dis-
cussed at a closed council
meeting Wednesday after-
noon and negotiations are
likely to continue for several
days before a vote is called.

"If all goes hunky dory, we
might have a resolution by the
end of the week," said one
council diplomat who sup-
ports the resolution, speaking
on condition of anonymity
because he was not autho-
rized to speak publicly.

For the resolution to be
adopted by the 15-member
council, it needs nine "yes"
votes and no veto by a per-
manent member — the U.S.,
Russia, China, Britain and
France.

Britain, France, Germany
and Portugal circulated the
original draft resolution on
May 26, and diplomats say
they have nine "yes" votes to
adopt it, but they are hoping
to get additional support,
hopefully from South Africa
and Brazil.

The sponsors believe Rus-
sia, China, India and Lebanon
are very unlikely to support
it, but the question is whether
Russia, or possibly China,
would cast a veto.

U.S. State Department
spokesman Mark Toner said
Washington supports a U.N.
Security Council resolution
on Syria and was trying to
secure the backing of other
members.

"Such a resolution will

bring added pressure on
Assad's regime and advance
the international communi-
ty's efforts to end the brutal
repression on the Syrian peo-
ple," Toner said.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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BRUSSELS
Associated Press

THE OBAMA adminis-
tration challenged five key
military allies Wednesday to
take on a greater share of the
NATO-led air campaign
against Moammar Gadhafi's
forces, illustrating the strains
of a three-month interven-
tion in Libya that has no time
frame for an exit.

Defense Secretary Robert
Gates delivered the pointed
message in a goodbye to his
counterparts from NATO
ahead of his retirement next
month, senior American and
British officials said. But
none of the nations that were
challenged pledged to do
more.

The pressure on Germany,
Poland, Spain, Turkey and
Netherlands comes as the
alliance continues with inten-
sified airstrikes on Libya's
capital and only a day after
President Barack Obama
played down any suggestions
of a rift with German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel over
her nation's lack of contribu-
tion to the war effort.

"Secretary Gates was very
blunt," said Liam Fox, the
defense secretary of Britain,
which along with France has
led the mission to protect
Libyan civilians from Gad-
hafi's troops.

Gates said Spain, Turkey
and the Netherlands should
enhance their limited partic-
ipation in noncombat oper-

ations by joining in strike
missions against ground tar-
gets, U.S. officials said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss inter-
nal NATO deliberations.
They said Gates pressed Ger-
many and Poland, the two
countries not participating at
all militarily, to help in some
form.

Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton likely will
restate Gates' argument
Thursday when NATO
nations and Arab govern-
ments participating in the air
campaign meet in the United
Arab Emirates.

"At each meeting, the
international pressure is
growing and momentum is
building for change in
Libya," State Department
spokeswoman Victoria
Nuland said.

Nuland and other officials
accompanying Clinton to
Abu Dhabi said the time had
come to look at the next
phase of the Libya situation
— what replaces the despot-
ic Gadhafi regime.

That means the U.S. and
its partners will start looking
at what fate — exile, prose-
cution or some third option
— should befall the leader
and his family. They also
must consider the parame-
ters for a future cease-fire
between rebels and remain-
ing Gadhafi loyalists, and
then how to ensure a viable
democratic process, accord-
ing to U.S. officials who said

these issues would be the
focus of discussions in Abu
Dhabi.

Gates, according to offi-
cials, said the additional mil-
itary support wasn't needed
to continue air operations for
another 90 days, which has
been welcomed by all 28
NATO countries. But he said
it was a necessary element of
fairness in an alliance built
on the principle of shared
burdens.

Eight NATO members are
participating in air strikes in
Libya: the U.S.,  Britain,
France, Belgium, Canada,
Norway, Denmark and Italy.
Denmark and Norway in par-
ticular are contributing dis-
proportionately, given the
size of their militaries, U.S.
officials said, and both are
feeling the stress on their air-
craft and crews as well as a
financial strain.

These stresses, combined
with the refusal of some
alliance members to partici-
pate at all in offensive oper-
ations, are one reason U.S.
officials believe NATO is
excessively dependent on the
United States for its
advanced military power.

Britain echoed the U.S.
concerns.

"There are other countries
that have assets which we
could be using, not necessar-
ily ground attack, but in sup-
port and reconnaissance, in
air-to-air refueling and so
on," Fox said. "Too many are
doing too little."

Gates presses US allies
to do more against Libya 

U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates, front right, speaks with NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Ras-
mussen, front left, during a group photo of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels on
Wednesday, June 8, 2011. NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen will use the two-day meet-
ing of defense ministers to demand more allies step up in the fight against Libyan strongman Moammar
Gadhafi. (AP)

UK PM says UN resolution
will condemn Syria

IN THIS video image British Prime Minister David Cameron speaks during Prime Minister's Questions in
the House of Commons, London Wednesday June 8, 2011 flanked by Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg,
left, and Treasury chief George Osborne. Cameron says Britain and France will put forward a resolution
at the United Nations condemning the crackdown in Syria. Cameron told the House of Commons that the
two nations wish to condemn the repression by Bashar Assad's government. (AP)

 



By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Some major crawfish buy-
ers, including Wal-Mart, are
threatening to drop the
Bahamas as a source mar-
ket for the high-value
seafood if it is unable to
obtain an international cer-
tification showing the prod-
uct is fished in a sustainable
way.

The giant US department
store chain has said that,
beginning this year, it will
no longer buy Bahamian
crawfish if the Bahamas
does not achieve 2011 recog-
nition from the Marine
Stewardship Council (MSC)
for its efforts to create a sus-
tainable lobster fishing
industry. A number of Euro-
pean buyers have expressed
the same intent.

An industry-driven effort
on behalf of Bahamian com-
panies which export craw-
fish, also known as spiny
lobster, to markets primari-
ly in the US and Europe, to
have the Bahamas recog-
nised in this regard, is “just
over half way” to reaching
its goal, according to vice-
president of the Bahamas
Marine Exporters Associa-
tion (BMEA), and president
of Tropic Seafood, Glenn
Pritchard.

President of the BMEA,
Mia Isaacs, whose compa-
ny, J&J Seafood, also
exports spiny lobster, said
the group has “made
remarkable progress” in the
past 18 months towards
meeting international stan-
dards that would allow the
Bahamas to be awarded
MSC-approved status. 

“We’ve invested a lot of
resources into it,” she said,
noting that steps are under-
way on behalf of the BMEA
and the Department of
Marine Resources in this
regard to fully implement a
‘Fisheries Improvement
Plan’. 

Based on evidence that
the Bahamas is making
progress in implementing
measures that will ensure

crawfish are harvested in a
sustainable way, some buy-
ers have suggested they will
continue to do business with

this nation’s exporters for
the time being, said Mr
Pritchard.

But exactly how long this

leeway will be provided, and
whether this nation will
achieve the key certification
being demanded by interna-
tional buyers in the requi-
site timeframe, is unclear.

What is at stake is an
industry that, in 2010, saw
4.75 million pounds worth

$4.68

$4.51

$4.69
The information contained is from a third
party and The Tribune can not be held
responsible for errors and/or omission
from the daily report.

$$5.59

$5.54

$5.67
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The $4.9 billion Ginn sur mer
resort project is $78 million
in arrears after missing 16
loan payments over three

years, lenders led by Credit Suisse have
alleged, urging the Supreme Court to allow
them to foreclose on 1,476 acres of prime
Bahamian real estate.

Documents filed with the Bahamian
Supreme Court last month, which have
been obtained by Tribune Business, reveal
how Credit Suisse and its lending syndi-
cate members are demanding that, if Ginn
fails to make good all sums owing under
their $276.75 million loan facility, they
should be permitted to foreclose on the
bulk of its resort development site in Grand
Bahama’s West End.

Ted Dameris, a director of G-LA
Resorts Holdings (Bahamas), the vehicle
formed by the Credit Suisse syndicate to
hold their interest in the Ginn sur mer pro-
ject, alleged in a May 31, 2011, affidavit,

that unpaid interest on the $276.75 million
loan was accruing at the rate of $14,539
per day.

As of that date, the Ginn sur mer devel-
opers owed the Credit Suisse syndicate
some $61.351 million in unpaid principal
and $16.546 million in interest for a grand
total of $77.896 million.

The loan was supposed to be repaid in 24
quarterly instalments, beginning on Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and continuing until matu-

rity on June 8, 2012. “As of March 31, 2011,
16 periodic payments in arrears,” Mr
Dameris alleged of Ginn sur mer’s financial
state of affairs. 

“On the 5th day of May, 2011, Credit
Suisse made demands on the defendant
[Ginn-LA West End Ltd] for repayment of
the principal balance of $61.351 million,

$78m arrears sparks
banks’ Ginn foreclose

* Credit Suisse syndicate seeking Bahamian Supreme
Court Order to take possession of 1,476 prime acres
of real estate in West End
* Allege $4.9bn project has missed 16 payments on
$276.75m loan over three years
* Project also missed real property tax payments
* Fortis Group eyed as replacement developer

SEE page 9B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Cable Bahamas is “evaluating other growth
opportunities” outside its imminent ‘Triple Play’
offering, its chairman warning investors that its
exclusion from the cellular phone market for the
next four years would restrict it to “low double dig-
it” annual growth until 2016.

Writing in the company’s 2010 annual report,
Philip Keeping said that based on regulatory esti-

mates, Cable Bahamas - together with a merged
Systems Resource Group (SRG) - held about a 21
per cent market share of the $460 million in total
revenues that the Bahamian telecommunications
market generates annually.

Noting that this would rise to 34 per cent if the
$170 million in per annum cellular revenues were
excluded, Mr Keeping then took what is likely to be
seen by some as a thinly-veiled swipe at the Gov-
ernment’s decision to extend the Bahamas Telecom-
munications Company’s (BTC) monopoly in this

area for an extra year - from two to three years.
With any rival operator likely to take at least a

year to successfully bid on a second cellular licence
and set-up their network, competition in the most
lucrative telecommunications category will only
arrive in the Bahamas in 2015-2016. This, as a result,
has also set back BISX-listed Cable Bahamas’ ambi-
tions.

Cable faces ‘low double digit’ growth from cellular exclusion
* Company assessing ‘other
growth opportunities’
* Says telecoms market share
would rise from 21% to 34% if
BTC’s $170m cellular monopoly
stripped out

SEE page 8B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government has
been urged to publish an
“honest assessment” of
whether the increased duty
rates applied to automo-
bile imports achieved the
$12 million revenue
increase objective for the
2010-2011 Budget year,
given the “hell” it caused
new car dealerships.

Noting the “grief” the
duty rate increases, and the
structural adjustment from
a CIF (Cost, insurance,
freight) basis to engine size,
had caused Bahamas Motor
Dealers Association
(BMDA) members,
Andrew Barr, Friendly
Motors’ sales manager, said
that if revenue targets were
missed, the Government
should include the industry
in consultations to deter-

‘HONEST
APPRAISAL’

OF AUTO
DUTY URGED

* Car dealer calls for 
assessment of whether
Budget increases achieved
revenue objectives, given
‘hell’ and ‘lot of grief’ they
caused
* Landscape ‘little bleaker’
for those selling larger
vehicles

SEE page 8B

WAL-MART IN BAHAMIAN CRAWFISH BUY THREAT
* Seafood industry ‘just over half way’ to getting
certification to satisfy store chain and Europe
buyerss
* Some $70-$80m in annual exports in danger

SEE page 10B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Bahamian restaurant, bar
and hospitality stakeholders
should capitalise on global
trends in food and beverages
to increase visitor and local
customer traffic/revenue, an
international gastronomy and
beverage consultant said yes-
terday.

Josué Merced-Reyes, pres-
ident of InterEmarketing, a
food, wine and beverage con-
sulting firm, specialising in the
Caribbean and Latin Ameri-
can hospitality industry, pro-
vided this advice as he gave
insights into the current
biggest “driving forces”
behind consumers’ choice of
dinners, desserts and cock-
tails.

He urged Bahamian stake-
holders - including chefs,
restauranteurs, hotel food and
beverage buyers and others -
to consider what the “spirit”
of their target customer is, or
in other words: “What they
want and what they are will-
ing to pay for”.

Mr Merced-Reyes was the
first among a series of inter-
national guest speakers to
yesterday address the group
during a two-and-a-half day
seminar held at the College
of the Bahamas’ Culinary and
Hospitality Management
Institute.

The workshop, entitled
2011 Food, Flavour and Bev-
erage Trends: Growing Rev-
enue and Increasing Customer
Traffic, has been organised by
the Bahamas Hotel Associa-
tion, in cooperation with the
College of the Bahamas, the
Bahamas Culinary Associa-
tion and the Ministry of
Tourism.

Running through a top-12
list of the most popular trends
in food and beverage con-
sumption in 2011 and 2012,
Mr Merced-Reyes charged
that for Bahamian hotels,
restaurants and bars to tap
into these desired tastes and
experiences is to boost their
chance of increasing customer
traffic - both from visitors and

JOSUE MERCED-REYES

CHEFS URGED:
TARGET ‘GLOBAL
DRIVING FORCES’

SEE page 7B

            



By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

What’s all
the loud
n o i s e
a b o u t
P h o t o -

shop? Why is it still listed as
‘Most-Wanted?’ Is it true
that graphic designers would
be looking for a paddle with-
out the help of Adobe Pho-
toshop? Survey says…..Yes!
Undeniably, Photoshop still
rocks. Countering the notion
held by many, Photoshop is
what keeps the virtual cre-
ative world alive and, if you
are a professional
Web/Graphic designer,
chances are you have used it
at least once in your life.

This impressive applica-
tion, nearly 21 years old, is
very much the industry’s
standard for image editing
and photo retouching.  Pho-
toshop is undoubtedly the
life and blood of designers,
and has given unlimited pos-
sibilities to creativity.
Chiefly, Photoshop is a boon

for designers, and provides a
racy and robust
designing/editing experience
that is difficult to beat.

Now that the bar has been
set and due diligence per-
formed, when did it arrive?
Photoshop originated back
in 1987, when Thomas Knoll
developed a program that
displayed grayscale images
on a monochrome (colour-
less) screen. His brother got
involved with the project,
and said: "Hey, I've got a
good idea. Let's change it
entirely and make a new

program that can edit
images in a cool way.” The

idea seemed practical, so
they developed a basic pro-
totype and sold it to Adobe
in 1988. By 1990, the first
Photoshop 1.0 was released,
but only for Macintosh
users.  Thereafter, Photo-
shop has consistently been
one of the best-selling
graphics editing programs.

What is Adobe 
Photoshop Software? 

Its primary use and func-
tion is that it acts as a pho-
tograph and image editor,
and supports a wide range
of files in order to achieve its
function. Photoshop is inte-
grated into Adobe's suite of
media software to increase
the power, which allows
items to be transferred
between programs quickly.
It is now an application for
Windows, and Mac OS X
allows users to manipulate
images in any way imagin-
able.

Photoshop is a pixel-
based, image-editing pro-
gram, which means it uses

tiny dots (pixels) to create
an image. For example, if
you want to know what a
Photoshop file looks like to
a computer, picture a piece
of graph paper. Each square
on the graph paper is a pix-
el. You can make a square
any colour  you want, but
each square can be only one
colour at a time. Whenever
an image is edited in Pho-
toshop, you are really just
changing the colours of the
pixels in the graph paper.

Training benefits:
While some people wish

to learn that which is only
relevant to them, it is also
advantageous to perhaps
reach a little higher by
enrolling in an introductory
class at a local community
college, at least becoming
familiar with the basic and
technical terminologies
offered. You can learn on
your own, as there are many
‘high-quality’, free tutorials
on the Internet, but choose
the learning method for you.

There are many rewards
for putting the effort and
practice into achieving Pho-
toshop proficiency, espe-
cially if you are serious
about your career. Theory
is good but practical is bet-
ter. Here is an excellent

tutorial if you are a novice,
as it covers the most essen-
tial basics: 

(http://theroxor.com/2010/02
/10/15-essential-tutorials-for-
photoshop-beginners/

Awesome wonders
of Photoshop

Photoshop is breathtak-
ing. This powerful tool
allows users to enhance
image look by removing
blemishes, redeye and image
items. It imports, crops,
rotates, adjusts and resizes
images. It also properly
saves images to passably be
used in other programs, such
as MS Word, MS., Power-
Point and the World Wide
Web.

Removing Red eye: Shift-
ing gears, let’s explore one
of the powerful tricks of
Photoshop, namely correct-
ing the redeye in photos.
Redeye, even though it can
be distracting in a photo, is
easily rectified by following
these steps.

Enlarge the eye by Zoom-
ing In (Ctrl++ or
View/Zoom In) on the eye.
Use the elliptical tool to
make a circle or oval around
the red eye. To find the
elliptical tool, hold the
mouse button down on the
marquee tool and select the
elliptical tool. On the main
menu, choose Select/Feath-
er, and set it to one or two
pixels. This helps to make a
smooth transition from iris
to pupil.

On the main menu,
choose Image/Adjust, then
Hue/Saturation. Make sure
the preview box is checked,
and then choose Colorise.
Either leave the saturation
at the Colorised level, or
reduce it to 0 if necessary
(this will make the eye
appear grayscale). Click OK.
On the main menu, choose
Image/Adjust, then Bright-
ness/Contrast. Reduce
Brightness to –10 to help
blend the changes. Click Ok.
Do the other eye, if neces-
sary. After you’ve attained
your desired satisfaction,
press save.

Let’s raise the bar a little
and showcase additional
interesting paths that Pho-
toshop travels along, one of
which is its seamless
approach to whiten teeth,
lighten dark under eye cir-
cles and propose soft and
textured skin tones, placing
you in another time and
place. A real beauty parlour,
I’d say?  Oh Yes… with the
world watching, Photoshop
is a registered butcher shop;
aggressively powerful but
necessarily evil.

Who uses Photoshop? 
Even though Photoshop

is used mainly by artists, it
will not miraculously let you
pull a bunny rabbit from the
hat. Frankly, I've been using
Adobe Photoshop for a very
long time, and my experi-
ences have led me along
great paths with countless
happy endings. In the begin-
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By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Clearing Banks Asso-
ciation (CBA) yesterday
confirmed it would lower its
benchmark Bahamian Prime
lending rate by 0.75 per-
centage points, with  interest
rates on variable rate loans
such as mortgages, over-
drafts and commercial loans
set to be “re-priced” as a
result.

They said this would take
effect from June 8.

The CBA made this move
in response to the Central
Bank of the Bahamas’ deci-

sion to lower the Discount
Rate - the interest rate
applied to money lent by the
Central Bank to domestic
banks it licenses - on Mon-
day, in a move Governor
Wendy Craigg said should
“support the economic
recovery”.

Lowering
The lowering of the Dis-

count Rate by the Central
Bank from 5.25 per cent to
4.5 per cent has been pre-
dicted to save debt holders
$60 to $70 million in interest
payments collectively over

the next year, as it lowers
the cost of credit to the
Bahamian public - whether
it be individual borrowers
or businesses. At that time,
the Central Bank of the
Bahamas said it anticipated
financial institutions would
"follow suit" with a corre-
sponding reduction in the
Prime Rate from 5.5 per
cent to 4.75 per cent, cou-
pled with "similar adjust-
ments in their lending rate
schedules" and therefore the
cost of credit to borrowers.

In its statement issued yes-
terday afternoon, the CBA
noted that fixed rate loans,
such as consumer loans, are

unlikely to see adjustments
in their lending rates, as they
“typically keep the same
rate from origination until
maturity”.

The CBA suggested that
customer queries with
regard to how the change in
the Prime Lending Rate

may impact their credit facil-
ities and investments should
be addressed to their respec-
tive banks.
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Banks confirm Prime rate drop

The Bahamas Institute of Chartered
Accountants will celebrate its 40th anniver-
sary on Saturday, June 18, by honouring 15
past presidents, rewarding 10 accounting
professionals with lifetime achievement
awards, and recognising the Accountant of
the Year in five areas of practice.

Reece Chipman, president of BICA, said
the body will commemorate the occasion
under the the theme One Goal, One Com-
mitment, One Institute, expressing the need
for the profession “to speak with one voice
on issues as it relates to economic develop-
ment, accounting standards, and imple-
mentation”.

The event will take place at 7pm at the
Crown Ballroom in Atlantis, and is “90 per
cent sold out”, said Mr Chipman in a release
issued yesterday.

Those to be presented lifetime achieve-
ment awards at the event include: Ronald
Atkinson (Ronald Atkinson and Compa-
ny), Maitland Cates (Maitland Cates and
Company), Hubert Chipman (Ernst and
Young), Clifford Culmer (BDO and Advi-
sors), Maria Ferere (FT Consultants), Ian
Jennings (Commonwealth Bank), L. Edgar
Moxey (Retired), Basil Sands (PKF),

Franklyn Wilson (Arawak Homes) and Ray-
mond Winder (Deloitte).  The areas in
which the awardees will be recognsed are:
Small & Medium Practice, Founding Mem-
ber, Training and Development, Liquida-
tion, Female Professional Development in
Public Practice, Commercial Banking, Civic
Contributions Founding President, Business
Enterprise and National Development.

Leaders
Those who will receive the awards are

“proven leaders in the profession and in
their specialised fields of business. The Insti-
tute is where it is today primarily due to
their years of dedication and their commit-
ment to progress,” said a release from
BICA.

All 15 past presidents of the almost-600
member Institute are to be recognised as
“builders of the institute”  who “continue to
share in the institute’s knowledge resources,
attend CPE sessions, regularly contribute
to the development fund and have made
significant contributions to national devel-
opment, legislation and education in the
Bahamas,” added the release.

BICA to honour past presidents

INSIGHT
For the stories behind
the news, read Insight

on Mondays
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Cable Bahamas Ltd.  Nassau Bahamas
Robinson Rd. at Marathon

JOB VACANCY

The position of Headend Digital Engineer requires an engineer 
experienced in both the CATV and IP network industries.  The successful 
candidate would be responsible for the support of various aspects of the 
company’s video product. The candidate must have extensive experience 
with the installation, operation, and troubleshooting of the Motorola 
DAC6000 Digital video platform including peripherals such as RADDs, 
SEMs, OM1000s and RPDs.  

Other core responsibilities include
but are not limited to the following:

troubleshooting of statistical multiplexers such as Big Band BMR1200.

troubleshooting of NVOD and Ad Insertion servers such as Seachange.  

troubleshooting of various models of Cisco and Extreme routers and 
switches. 

signal level measuring equipment including but not limited to spectrum 
analyzers, volt-ohm meters, wave form monitors, optical power meters, 
laser sources, VITs generators, ASI analyzers, and Mpeg Analyzers.

but not limited to coax and optical cable transmission line theory, 
receivers, modulators, demodulators, encoders, multiplexers, edge QAM 
devices, ampli�ers, video/audio servers, switches, and passive equipment.  

measurement techniques, network transport methods (SONET, T1, DS3), 
network management concepts and digital advertisement insertion. 
Headend experience at a cable company would be a big plus.

Cable Bahamas Ltd.’s strategy is to hire experienced sta� to work in-house, 
side by side with local work force to ensure the transfer of knowledge 
during the design, construction and implementation of a world-class 
telecom facility. 

Resumes should be sent electronically to 
richard.adderley@cablebahamas.com by June 13, 2011.

Headend Digital Engineer

ROYAL BANK
MANAGER PASSES
SERIES 7 EXAMS

INSIGHT
For the stories behind
the news, read Insight

on Mondays

EXAM SUCCESS: A
senior account manag-
er at Royal Bank
(Bahamas), Marcus
M. Moxey, passed the
Series 7 exam in the
US after studying with
the Nassau-based
Securities Training
Institute (STI).

Bettina Albury,
course administrator
at STI, said: “We are
committed to the
advancement of the
Bahamian capital
markets through fos-
tering the education
and training of indi-
viduals in the financial
services industry, and
in establishing pro-
grammes to encour-
age continuing profes-
sional development.”
Mr Moxey is pictured.



PAGE 6B, THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2011 THE TRIBUNE THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2011 PAGE7B

Chefs urged: Target
‘global driving forces’
middle-class local customers, who may be exposed to the latest global trends through trav-
el abroad - and revenue.

The consultant reinforced his advice by explaining that the culinary driving forces he
identified were determined based on information gathered from the world’s “leading glob-
al research and hospitality product and service tracking companies”.

“If five out of the six think it is a trend, then it’s a global trend. If only four of the six
think it’s a trend, then it’s a regional thing,” said Mr Merced-Reyes.

Underlying many of 2011 and 2012’s most-wanted food and beverage products and expe-
riences is the gloomy global reality - the depressed economic conditions of the last three
years. The message was that the psychology of the customer is key and, while it can seem
contradictory at times, it cannot be ignored.

Mr Merced-Reyes explained that since people are now going out less often, part of what
they want is extra indulgence. “Fat is in” in food, he said, calling flavour the “number one
driving force” in terms of top trends.

“In Japan they identified something called ‘Umami’. It’s all about food that is rich and
savoury. That is what people are looking for today,” said the food and beverage specialist.

Tough times have also seen preferred dessert sizes shrink, with “small treats” in the form
of smaller portioned desserts now also considered “in”. Their small size appeals to people
who might feel guilty for indulging in what are difficult financial times for many, but who
are “so tired of frugality”, suggested the consultant.

The trend towards less hefty meal portions also applies to main courses, and this can cre-
ate a “revenue opportunity” that Bahamian restaurants can benefit from.

“People will choose something that is smaller and may even pay a little more for, it but
the important thing is that they will have none left over. They think: ‘I’m being responsi-
ble’. They’ll get less but may even pay 20 per cent more, he said, adding that selling such
products is “all about upsell”.

Equally, because many people are harking back to “better days” before the financial cri-
sis and downturn, dishes that suggest a “back to basics, traditional or retro” approach are
today more popular than in years prior, said Mr Merced-Reyes.

In a way that may seem to be at odds with the desire for fat, flavour and treat-driven
indulgence that has been recognised as a global trend among recession-weary restaurant-
goers, another represents a desire for more fresh fruits and vegetables and, along with that,
locally-grown ingredients.

“Aging Baby-Boomers are increasingly looking for healthier options to eat, and parents
want vegetables in their children’s meals,” said Mr Merced-Reyes.

“You see a lot of burgers and fries here, but parents want fruits and vegetables. The real-
ity is that they are concerned about the health of their children.”

Environmentalism is also being reflected more and more in eating habits. 
“Visitors are more likely to be looking for food and beverages that are good for you and

good for the planet,” suggested Mr Merced-Reyes. As such, concern about how food is
sourced, its quality and putting where the ingredients on a menu are coming from will
make certain dishes and restaurants stand out from the crowd.

Mr Merced-Reyes suggested that Bahamian food and beverage stakeholders can benefit
from finding ways to reinvent traditional Bahamian fish menus with these considerations
in mind, with the result being more choice for visitors and local customers, and more rev-
enue opportunities.

In an interview with Tribune Business after his presentation, Mr Reyes said: “You can
have your visitor, and he or she can come in and you can give them” ‘This is what The
Bahamas is’. (However) this is the opportunity to make sure that Bahamian culinary is at
par with the global standards and the global trends. 

“So you can still offer the traditional dishes, but you can offer them in a way that might
be more appealing, in a way that improves the restaurant’s revenue, which is very impor-
tant in today’s recession world. And also in a way that present different alternatives to your
local customers.”

Mr Merced-Reyes said that while he acknowledges  there is not a huge local supply of
fruits and vegetables, the important thing is for Bahamian restaurants, chefs and their ilk
to capitalise on the presumptions of visitors.

“The benefit is that when people think ‘Bahamas’ they think ‘Caribbean’. And the
impression is that the Caribbean is about fresh fruits and vegetables. People will assume
that the mango was plucked from the tree outside because it’s the Caribbean,” he said.

The seminar concludes this afternoon.

FROM page 1B

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear from
people who are making news in
their neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a good
cause, campaigning for
improvements in the area or
have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986 and
share your story.



mine how to achieve its fis-
cal objectives.

“I would be interested to
know if, by changing the
duty, changing the whole
band rates, and causing a lot
of grief to BMDA dealers,
was the change successful,”
Mr Barr queried to Tribune
Business.

“Did it achieve the goal
of increasing revenues by
$12 million? Duty it reduce
duty by leading to fewer
new car imports and
increased imports of right-
hand vehicles coming in?

“It would be interesting
reading if they put that out;
an honest assessment of the
results of decisions made. If
the decision did not achieve
the intended objective, they
should look at it again.
Include the dealers, and find

a better way. 
“Just give an honest

assessment of that full year.
Other than playing hell with
dealers’ inventories, chang-
ing the focus on what we
bring in in future, and what
we bring in might not be as
appealing to consumers as
you might think.”

Mr Barr explained that
the Excise Tax rate increas-
es, coupled with the new
determinant of the applica-

ble rate, would force
Bahamian car dealers to
bring in cheaper vehicles
with lower engine sizes.

This, though, would not
necessarily suit large fami-
lies, who needed bigger
vehicles. As a result, these
families would likely be
pushed to the used or sec-
ond-hand vehicle market.

Bleaker
While the 32.13 per cent

collective sales increase
unveiled by Bahamas Motor
Dealers Association
(BMDA) members earlier
this week “sounds pretty
good on the surface”, and
indicates the sector “maybe
bottomed out”, Mr Barr told
Tribune Business: “From
our [Friendly Motors] per-
spective, things are a little
bleaker for us, because we
were probably the most
impacted by the increase in
duty.

“Our vehicles are all at
the larger, top end of the
market, and subject only to
the higher duty. That has
caused us to look for differ-
ent vehicles, different mod-
els, different engine sizes to
conform to the new duties.”

Mr Barr explained that
Friendly Motors was set to

order this August a fleet of
Ford Explorers and Edges
with the new 2.0 Eco Boost
engine, with these cars
becoming available to con-
sumers in 2012.

“We will be available to
provide vehicles to con-
sumers at a little better
price,” he added. “For us,
we’re focusing more on 2012
and what’s available out
there. The Explorer and
Edge area available with the
2.0 Eco Boost technology,
and hopefully we will have a
competitive advantage when
we get them in. That’s the
way forward for us. You’ll
see the whole trend of buy-
ing focused on vehicles with
smaller engines and lower
rates of duty.”

Mr Barr said the previous
auto import duty structure
struck a “good balance”
between high and low-end
vehicles, but the switch to
engine size had shifted the
market in favour of the lat-
ter. He suggested that much
of the sales increase pro-
duced by BMDA members
had come from cheaper,
smaller new vehicles, as
opposed to the larger and
more expensive segment.

“The numbers might look
a little more favourable, but
they’re not helping the high-
end cars,” Mr Barr said.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 0.155 0.080 7.6 6.78%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 -0.640 0.200 -16.6 1.88%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.85 6.85 0.00 0.213 0.100 32.2 1.46%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.048 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.047 0.090 57.4 3.33%
1.96 1.77 Fidelity Bank 1.77 1.77 0.00 0.097 0.040 18.2 2.26%
12.00 8.49 Cable Bahamas 8.74 8.74 0.00 1.058 0.310 8.3 3.55%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.80 2.80 0.00 0.438 0.040 6.4 1.43%
8.33 8.33 Commonwealth Brewery 8.33 8.33 0.00 0.000 0.000 0.0 0.00%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.98 6.50 -0.48 1,866 0.496 0.260 13.1 4.00%
2.35 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.81 1.76 -0.05 0.111 0.045 15.9 2.56%
2.54 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.38 1.38 0.00 0.107 0.110 12.9 7.97%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.40 5.40 0.00 0.446 0.240 12.1 4.44%
9.00 5.65 Finco 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.757 0.000 7.9 0.00%
9.85 8.25 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.60 8.60 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.4 4.07%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 5.50 5.50 0.00 0.435 0.160 12.6 2.91%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 -0.122 0.240 -59.8 3.29%
10.80 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.880 0.640 11.2 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

MONDAY, 6 JUNE 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,404.19 | CHG -22.32 | %CHG -1.56 | YTD -95.32 | YTD % -6.36

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5573 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5573 2.04% 6.13% 1.535365
3.0185 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0185 2.41% 4.01% 2.952663
1.5976 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5976 1.50% 4.50% 1.580804
3.2025 2.6384 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.6384 -3.01% -13.12%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
116.5808 103.9837 CFAL Global Bond Fund 116.5808 0.71% 8.38% 115.762221
114.1289 101.7254 CFAL Global Equity Fund 114.1289 2.39% 7.89% 111.469744
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1655 1.66% 5.19%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1264 0.71% 6.11%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1668 1.54% 5.59%
9.9952 9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9433 0.98% 4.58%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.2810 2.07% 9.80%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.4087 3.83% 11.49%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.8564 5.46% 11.17%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-May-11

30-Apr-11

114.368369
106.552835

31-Mar-11

30-Apr-11

NAV 6MTH
1.512246
2.907492
1.561030
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“We certainly see opportunities for expanded market share in the
fixed-line business,” Mr Keeping told the company’s shareholders,
referring to its imminent ‘Triple Play’ launch via a move into this
market. “But unless we are successful in participating in the mobile
business, which will not be achievable for four years, our annual
growth will likely be in the low double digits. Your Board of
Directors is evaluating other growth opportunities.”

To prepare for its entry into the fixed-line voice market, Mr
Keeping said Cable Bahamas had begun “the installation of our
next generation Nokia Siemens telephone switch, the market-
leading hiQ 8000 soft switch platform, which forms a foundation for
high-quality voice services” and will enable the BISX-listed firm to
“scale its deployment of next-generation applications”.

The SRG acquisition, for which Cable Bahamas paid $7.935
million - a price subject to adjustment once a post-purchase audit
is completed - will factor heavily in Cable Bahamas’ launch into the
fixed-line voice market.

“We..... feel the acquisition of the operating business, as well as
the 200 megahertz of spectrum, will provide an excellent oppor-
tunity to enhance our service offerings,” Mr Keeping said.

Focusing on past achievements, the Cable Bahamas chairman
said the company last year built up its network of off-air digital ser-
vices sites in the Family Islands from seven to 10 via Mangrove Cay,
Kemps Bay and Guana Cay in Abaco.

“By mid-2011, it is our intention to complete a further six sites
and, on completion, approximately 3,000 homes from the Abaco
Cays to Ragged Island will have the ability to enjoy broadcasted
digital signals,” Mr Keeping said.

“As we move into the next financial year, we are excited about
the scale of the opportunities, more specifically that half of the
Bahamas’ households have yet to choose a premium pay TV ser-
vice, and almost 40 per cent of our existing TV customers do not
yet subscribe to broadband from Cable Bahamas.

“In addition, with almost 45,000 homes instantly eligible to sub-
scribe to fixed-line services, Cable Bahamas is very well posi-
tioned to take advantage of these opportunities.”

The Cable Bahamas chairman said that by 2010 year-end the
company was “nearing its target of 47,000 [Internet] customers; a
goal that many observers long believed was not achievable”.

Growth in high definition and digital customers hit 20 per cent
in 2010, he added, with Cable Bahamas also embarking on a $4 mil-
lion digitisation programme as part of the regulator-mandated
requirement that it split its Internet offering from cable TV.

“By the end of the year, almost 20 per cent and 10 per cent of our
customers on New Providence and Grand Bahama, respectively,
were converted and received all-digital services in their homes,” Mr
Keeping said, adding that this project was scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2013. Partly as a result of the digitisation initiative, Cable
Bahamas saw its premium video subscribers grow by 7.5 per cent
during 2010 to 1,950. This reversed declines in this discretionary ser-
vice over previous years.

Cable faces ‘low double digit’
growth from cellular exclusion
FROM page 1B

FROM page 1B ‘Honest appraisal’
of auto duty urged

 



together with interest in the
amount of $16.429 million, as
secured by the Promissory
Note, the Supplemental Deben-
ture and the Supplemental First
Legal Mortgage......

“It is not possible for the
defendant to now remedy the
events of default. Despite this,
the defendant has failed to
make payment of all sums out-
standing.”

Outlining the grounds for
Credit Suisse’s claim that Ginn,
headed by Edward Robert
‘Bobby’ Ginn III, had defaulted
on its agreement, Mr Dameris
alleged that the West End
developer had failed to make
any principal or interest pay-
ments since June 2008.

And he further claimed that
Ginn had breached its commit-
ment to pay all taxes, assess-
ments and government charges
relating to the project, adding:
“In breach of this provision of
the Intercompany Credit
Agreement, [Ginn-LA West
End] has not paid its real prop-
erty taxes on the Ginn project
at all for the current
year............”

“As a result of the events of
default which remain unre-
solved and uncured, and the
money secured by the Bahami-
an securities which remain out-
standing and unpaid, the plain-
tiff [the Credit Suisse syndicate]
is empowered to proceed and
enforce its rights under the
Promissory Note and Supple-
mental Debenture, and the
Supplemental First Legal Mort-
gage,” Mr Dameris alleged.

Affidavit
“I make this affidavit in sup-

port of the originating sum-
mons as filed herein, asking that
the Court issue an Order that
there be payment by [Ginn-LA
West End] of all sums out-
standing and owing, together
with interest thereon, or that
[Ginn-LA West End] be
absolutely debarred and fore-
closed of - and from all - right,
title, interest and equity of
redemption of - and in - the
properties’ comprised in the
Supplemental Debenture and
the Supplemental First Legal
Mortgage respectively.”

Demanding that Ginn “deliv-
er up possession of the said
properties”, namely the 1,476
acres, to the Credit Suisse syn-
dicate, Mr Dameris described
his company, G-LA Resorts
Holdings (Bahamas), as being
“ultimately owned by a syndi-
cate of lenders who have
advanced substantial monies to
the Ginn Group of Compa-
nies”. Each lender’s stake in G-
LA Resorts Holdings
(Bahamas) is of the same pro-
portion as the size of their con-
tribution to the syndicated loan.

“The Ginn project was to
include restaurants, shopping,
nightclubs, houses, casinos,
hotels, golf courses and other
amenities. 

“It was to be part of the
group of Ginn Resorts that

have been developed by Bobby
Ginn elsewhere in the US and
Caribbean,” Mr Dameris
alleged.

“To fund the development
of the Ginn project, the lenders
made available to the borrow-
ers a credit facility..... Of the
proceeds of the loan, $276.75
million was then made imme-
diately available to [Ginn-LA
West End] as the Bahamian
entity within the Ginn Group of
Companies which actually
owned the land, and through
which much of the develop-
ment and construction of Ginn
sur mer would be facilitated
and funded.”

Mr Dameris alleged that “all
appropriate permits and per-
missions required under
Bahamian law” were obtained
by Credit Suisse to allow it to
take security over West End’s
prime real estate. 

The foreclosure action has
been three years in the mak-
ing, Ginn having first defaulted
in June 2008 on the terms of
the mortgage loan and supple-

mental debenture taken by the
Credit Suisse lending group as
security for the credit advance.
The implications, though, may
not be as worrisome as at first
glance.

An earlier foreclosure action,
initiated in the New York
Supreme Court by the same
Credit Suisse lending group,
was said at the time to be part
of a strategy intended to cre-
ate a joint venture partnership
between Lubert Adler (the LA
in Ginn-LA) and the syndicate
that would take over develop-
ment of the West End project.

Tribune Business has also
been told, through informed
sources, that one or both joint
venture partners are talking to
hotel/resort developer, the For-
tis Group, with a view to having
them take over West End’s
development.

Lubert Adler was Ginn’s
seed capital and financing part-
ner, and retains control of some
350 acres at West End, most of
it in the centre of the project
where the largest assets, name-

ly the hotels and casinos, are
supposed to be located. It also
retains the Old Bahama Bay
resort and most of the land
around it, plus the airport and
golf course, with the land Cred-
it Suisse is targeting involving
mostly the real estate compo-
nent. 

Mr Dameris, though, noted
that the Credit Suisse lending
syndicate had, as of February
16, 2011, taken extra mortgage
security over an additional

182.67-acre parcel at West End
known as the East Golf Course
Property. 

The $4.9 billion project was
announced in 2005 under the
former PLP administration. 

It was described as "the
largest single, mixed-used resort
development" project in the
Bahamas, but ran into financial
troubles when  real estate sales
failed to materialise as a result
of the global recession. 

The absence of this cash flow

left Ginn-LA West End unable
to service its debt. Ginn
acquired about 2,000 acres of
land in West End, and pro-
posed to develop 4,400 condo
units, a tower resort, 800 sin-
gle family residential lots, mega
yacht and marinas, and two sig-
nature championship golf
courses among other amenities.
It also acquired the Old
Bahama Bay Resort in West
End. 

The Credit Suisse syndicate is
being represented by Robert
Adams and Judith Whitehead
at Graham, Thompson & Co.
Dupuch and Turnquest are rep-
resenting Ginn.
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of crawfish exported for a
return of $67.9 million. In
previous years, when the
price of lobster in the inter-
national market has been
higher, the national catch
has fetched closer to $80
million.

Both Ms Isaacs and Mr
Pritchard spoke about the
drive towards ensuring sus-
tainability of the Bahamian
lobster fishery at a seminar
for food and beverage indus-
try stakeholders at the Col-
lege of the Bahamas yester-
day.

The seminar, 2011 Food,
Flavour and Beverage
Trends: Growing Revenue
and Increasing Customer
Traffic, primarily revolved
around raising awareness

among chefs, restaurant and
hotel managers, and buyers
of how they can boost their
business through adapting
to the latest trends in food
and beverage consumption,
finding more cost effective
food sources and using the

latest preparation and mar-
keting techniques.

However, the BMEA also
had a message for chefs at
the seminar in particular:
That their support is critical
in ensuring the Bahamas is
able to clamp down on

unsustainable fishing prac-
tices - such as the killing of
undersized or ‘spawny’ lob-
ster - that will be an imped-
iment to the continued exis-
tence of the lobster popula-
tion and to this nation
achieving the MSC recogni-

tion.
Seafood exporters within

the BMEA have adopted a
“zero tolerance” approach
to purchasing illegally har-
vested lobster to cut down
on unsustainable fishing
practices, said Ms Isaacs, but
if chefs and other hotel and
restaurant personnel respon-
sible for buying seafood for
their dishes do not do the
same, its efforts will be in
vain.

Lobster caught out of sea-
son - between April 1 and
July 31 - or whose tails are
under five-and-a-half inch-
es long, or contain eggs,
should not be purchased,
and those who seek to sell
them should be reported to
the Department of Marine
Resources for further action,
Mr Pritchard admonished
chefs at the seminar.

He was joined in this call
by the director of the
Department of Marine
Resources, Michael Bray-
nen, who also addressed the
seminar on the subject of

creating a sustainable lob-
ster fishery and the benefits
of MSC certification.

“It is something that will
help everyone,” said the
director, explaining that
“sustainable food eco-
labelling” on fish products,
as the MSC certification rep-
resents, is something that is
increasingly sought-after by
consumers internationally,
whether in supermarkets or
restaurants.

On this note, Mr Braynen
gave the example that just
yesterday, the fast-food
restaurant McDonalds
announced that it is to begin
serving only MSC-certified
fish in their “Filet-o-Fish”
sandwiches, which are
served to around 100 mil-
lion customers in 39 Euro-
pean countries each year.

Mr Braynen noted that
the key principles underly-
ing the MSC are: Sustain-
able fish stocks “so fishing
can continue indefinitely”,
minimising the environmen-
tal impact of the industry
and effective management,
which involves ensuring the
sector is subject to all local,
national and international
laws, with an adequate sys-
tem in place to adapt to
changing circumstances.

He added that the benefits
include “access to markets,
sustained and improved
incomes, better manage-
ment of our fisheries and an
enhanced marine environ-
ment”.

“The Bahamas benefits,
and I think we all need to
take it very, very, serious-
ly,” said Mr Braynen.
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NOTICE

LOXTON LIMITED
In Voluntary Liquidation

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 
138(4) of the International Business Companies Act. 
2000, LOXTON LIMITED is in dissolution as of May 
31, 2011.

International Liquidator Services Inc. situated at 3rd 

LIQUIDATOR
 ____________________

NOTICE

EAST REGIS 
INVESTMENTS LTD.

In Voluntary Liquidation

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 
138(4) of the International Business Companies Act. 
2000, EAST REGIS INVESTMENTS LTD. is in 
dissolution as of May 27, 2011.

International Liquidator Services Inc. situated at 3rd 

LIQUIDATOR
 ____________________

NOTICE

Arabphilips Ltd.
In Voluntary Liquidation

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 
138(4) of the International Business Companies Act. 
2000, Arabphilips Ltd. is in dissolution as of May 27, 
2011.

International Liquidator Services Inc. situated at 3rd 

LIQUIDATOR
 ____________________

NOTICE

Arabsony Ltd.
In Voluntary Liquidation

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with Section 
138(4) of the International Business Companies Act. 
2000, Arabsony Ltd. is in dissolution as of May 27,
2011.

International Liquidator Services Inc. situated at 3rd 

LIQUIDATOR
 ____________________

WAL-MART IN BAHAMIAN 
CRAWFISH BUY THREAT

FROM page 1B

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear from people who are
making news in their neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a good cause,
campaigning for improvements in the area or
have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986 and share your story.

       



ning it was not a walk
through the park but, to
date, I am forced to swear
by its performance as there
is no other program in the
world of graphics as profi-
cient as Photoshop. 

Be mindful, as like every-
thing else a good program
is only as effective as the
knowledge of the persons
using it.

However, photographers,
videographers, prepress and
web/graphic designers who
have sharpened their pen-
cils should wear their badges
proudly with honour.

Photographers exploit this
program to scan, colour-cor-
rect and retouch photos.
They also arrange a collage
of photos to create a totally
new composition.

Photoshop is also used
for restoring and repairing
damaged/scratched photos
to make them appear almost
new. 

Photographers can use
this program to remove red-
eye, the annoying date and
time stamp, or the flashbulb
that shows up in mirrors as
well.

Prepress: Professional
printers use Photoshop to
prepare images for four-
colour printing. 

Videographers use Pho-
toshop to help folks create
and edit images for video
production, and allow them
to view images in the most
common formats required
by video.

Web/Graphic designers
also use Photoshop, along
with Flash, Dreamweaver,
CorelDraw, Fireworks and

other applications to manip-
ulate photos.

Since we are operating on
the above principles, we can
confidently declare that
Photoshop is a “must have”
tool, with sophistication one
advantage that makes it
superior to other graphic
design software. 

If you haven't spent any
quality time with this pro-
gram, I highly recommend
that you do, as you will be

able to not only increase
your marketability but pos-
sibly earn a liveable income
and realise your creative
potential in the visual graph-
ics realm.

There is great power in
‘dominating’ Photoshop.
Imagine being so good at
Photoshop...you sit down at
the captain’s chair, rub your
hands together, thinking:
“What am I going to pro-
duce in Photoshop today?”
INSTEAD OF...”Is my Pho-

toshop inefficiency going to
hold me back again?”  

As a final point, Photo-
shop is no longer just a trade
name. It offers a growing
ability to effectively express
yourself creatively as an
image editor, and is an
investment that will pay off
through time in financial
and personal fulfillment.

Believe me, Photoshop is
a ‘big chapter’, and I encour-
age you to continue sharp-
ening your tools and take

your career seriously.
Recognise the great feeling
of knowing that you can
produce almost anything
you desire, and can impress
any of your potential clients,
one of whom may actually
be yourself. 

So until we meet again,
have fun, enjoy your life and
stay on top of your game.

NB: Author encourages
feedback at:

deedee2111@hotmail.com
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THE ART OF GRAPHIX

FROM page 2B

Best ‘shop’ for creative talent 

Hi Dee Dee:

Hope all is well with
you.

Just so you know, I
am an avid reader of
your columns, which I
find very informative
and helpful.

After reading your
article about Websites
in Thursday’s Tribune, I
decided to write to you
requesting your expert
assistance on the same
topic that I have been
grappling with for the
past couple of weeks,
which is finding a good
web designer and site
for my business.

I have a landscape
maintenance company
and am adding two new
services to my portfolio.
I think it’s time to go
the way of the Internet.
If you can assist me I
would be most grateful.
Thanks

I await your reply.

Anthony Watkins
watkins56@hotmail.com

READERS FEEDBACK
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By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer 

THERE is a saying that goes
“they only know you when
they need you”. Many of us

are familiar with this phrase and
apply it to the people who appear
and reappear in our lives only
when it benefits them. Then, when
they have been completely satis-
fied by our means, they disappear
only to return when they have fall-
en into a rut.

No one appreciates this kind of treat-
ment. As a matter of fact, we as humans
t ry to rid ourselves and our lives of
opportunistic individuals because it sug-
gests that this individual does not have
our best interest at heart.

However, we tend to overlook our own
opportunistic actions when it comes to
God and our spiritual lives. When things
are not going the way we desire or the
way we plan, looking to God for deliver-
ance and attaching ourselves to the holy
one is the only thing that seems to make
sense. We sing praises, we pray, we
update our status’ on facebook and twit-
ter with endless commentary of our new-
found love with the master. And when we
have ridden the storm and the black
clouds have disappeared so does our faith
in God. The facebook and twitter
updates are no longer necessary.

Tribune Religion spoke to Rev Angela
Palacious who said that a relationship
with God cannot flourish without com-
mitment.

“It can’t be a successful experience to
reattach yourself to God only when you
need him. I think in our journey we do
ourselves a disservice when we only try to
reattach ourselves to God when we need
his help or when we need something from
him. You really want to be a part of the
tree of life and receive all that God has to
offer.

“John15: 5-9 describes what the con-
nection between Christ and the believer
is like. “I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing. If you do not
remain in me, you are like a branch that
is thrown away and withers; such branch-
es are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. This is
to my Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disci-
ples.

“This is the attachment that we should

have. Jesus is like the root and we are like
the branches without him we cannot sur-
vive. When we have attached ourselves
to God in this way we have an ongoing
influence from the one who is so magnif-
icent, from the one who is the creator.
This brings us to new levels of our being,”
she explained.

Rev Palacious said sometimes we only
want to fit God into our plans and not
truly submit ourselves to him trusting his
plan for our own life. “This is so short-
sighted and selfish. It is like we are rolling
dice or gambling with God. We are only
dealing with short term things but not
understanding who we can be when we
commit our lives to him.”

“We must allow God to dictate the
terms of our life. He wants to love us and
give us all that he can. It hurts God when

he sees that we only desire him when we
want something. No one wants to be
loved for what they can do so imagine the
way God feels,” she said.

There are things that the believer can
do to remain connected to God. And this
requires much more than going to church
every Sunday or singing a praise and wor-
ship song. This requires being actively
engaged,  communicating with God in
spoken prayer, written prayer, through
meditation, praise and thanksgiving.

“We must also remember what it is we
stand for. We can stay attached through
sacraments, witnessing and talking about
God to others, studying his word and
becoming exposed. Doing anything and
everything along with having a sensitive
spirit can keep us attached to the Lord,”
Rev Palacious said.

Only know Him
when we need Him!

REMAINING connected to God requires staying actively engaged in his presence through med-
itation, studying, and praise and worship.
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

AS The Bahamas continues to face
serious challenges with crime and
social issues as it relates to young

people, Youth Alive is seeking to pro v i d e
them with postive alternatives and a vision
for the future during its upcoming confer-
e n c e .

Under the Theme: “Rise to the Top,” The
Youth Alive team will feature speakers such
as: The International Youth and Family spe-
cialist Dr Dave Burrows, Dr Myles Munro e ,
B rooke Eneas, Minister and former Miss
Florida Panhandle Pastor Angie Burro w s ,
Rev Timothy Johnson and Minister Ricard o
Clarke, all beginning on Wednesday June 29
- July -3 at The Diplomat Center,
C a rmichael Road. 

In addition to keynote addresses, special
day sessions are being held for youth focus-
ing on leadership development. Accord i n g
to members, "A recent re p o rt published in
our local media indicated that only 13 per
cent of College of the Bahamas Graduates
a re males. Our females are not exempt and
face their own issues in teen pre g n a n c y,
domestic violence and criminal involve-
ment. Our youth are obviously in need of
guidance and interv e n t i o n . "

Youth Alive is considered one of the pre-
mier Youth Conferences in this region and
the world, it is an annual conference that is
designed to minister to youth, youth lead-
ers, youth pastors and others interested in
the development and training of young
people. 

Tribune Religion understands that the
c o n f e rence is aiming to strengthen the faith
of believers and also reach out to those who
do not have a clear direction for their lives.
In the past this event has attracted over
5,000 youth from the United States, Canada,
E u rope and Nassau and Family Islands. 

Youth Alive is a lively, energetic event
with dynamic teaching, music, drama and
special events that has over the years capti-
vated young people from all around the
world. 

"Youth Alive addresses topics and issues
today's youth are faced with and provides
practical, relevant answers to these chal-
lenges in a way that young people can relate
to, stressing leadership training. Yo u t h
Alive is known for innovative and creative
use of the media to reach teens on their
level. This year's event is loaded with pro-
lific speakers, musical artists and drama-
tists," members explained.

P roviding music for the upcoming event
will be international re c o rding artist Sherw i n
G a rd n e r, rising local artist Ricardo Clark,
Manifest, DJ Counsellor, Lyrically Blessed a
host of others, some of whom were feature d
on previous Youth Alive Soundtracks. Yo u t h
Alive officially opens on Wednesday June 30
with a spectacular drama and movie pro d u c-
tion titled “The Corporation”, interspersed
with music artists and inspirational words by
Dr Dave Burrows. Day and night sessions
follow Thursday and Friday with special ses-
sions for the youth and youth leaders. 

S a t u rday night will be a huge concert that
will feature all of the artists pre v i o u s l y
noted. For all interested persons, the entry is
f ree for conference sessions. However, the
special incentives and discounts are off e re d
in registration packages ranging from $15 -
$85. The concert tickets are $5 in advance
and $10 at the door. The boat cruise tickets
a re $12 in advance and $15 at the boat.

Youth Alive is a subsidiary of Bahamas
Faith Ministries headed by Dr Myles
M u n roe and is spearheaded by one of the
worlds foremost authorities on youth and
youth ministry, Dr Dave Burrows. Yo u t h
Alive falls under the banner of TYC (To t a l
Youth Church) an organisation that focuses
on Youth 24/7. 

Rise to the Top
YOUTH Alive 2011 ready set go!

Creating and Developing Future Leaders
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THE BAHAMAS Men Cursillo #22
was held at The Bahamas Youth Camp
f rom June 2 -June 5. 15 candidates made
the weekend. The Theme for the week-
end was “Ministering in the Va l l e y.” The
rector for BMC#22  weekend was
Charles Hepburn assisted by Godfre y
A rt h u r.  Men who want to make a diff e r-
ence in their community, church and in
their lives should plan to attend
BMC#23 in 2012 during the labour day
weekend. Contact your Parish for more
i n f o rmation. 

Cursillos in Christianity (in Spanish:
Cursillos de Cristiandad, short course of
Christianity) is a ministry of the Roman
Catholic Church. It was founded in
Majorca, Spain by a group of laymen in

1944, while they were refining a tech-
nique to train pilgrimage leaders. It
has since been licenced for use by sev-
eral mainline Christian denominations,
some of which have retained the trade-
marked "Cursillo" name while others
have modified its talks/methods and
given it a diff e rent name.

The cursillo focuses on showing
Christian lay people how to become
e ffective leaders over the course of a
t h ree-day weekend. The weekend
includes fifteen talks, some given by
priests and some by lay people. The
major emphasis of the weekend is to
ask participants to take what they have
l e a rned back into the world, on what
they call the "fourth day". The method
s t resses personal spiritual develop-
ment, as accelerated by weekly gro u p
reunion which takes place after the
cursillo. 

Cursillo 22

The Warning
THERE is no question that we are in

t rouble. Anyone who knows God’s ways
knows that we are way out of line. The
w o rd of God spoken to Ezekiel is re l e-
vant for us to day: 

17 “Son of man, I have made you a
watchman for the people of Israel; so
hear the word I speak and give them
w a rning from me. 18 When I say to a
wicked person, ‘You will surely die,’ and
you do not warn them or speak out to
dissuade them from their evil ways in
o rder to save their life, that wicked per-
son will die for[b] their sin, and I will
hold you accountable for their blood. 19
But if you do warn the wicked person
and they do not turn from their wicked-
ness or from their evil ways, they will die
for their sin; but you will have saved
yourself. (Ezekiel 3: 17-19).

What are the sins that are besetting us
as a people? Let us look into our own
h e a rts to determine where we line up as
a wicked person: 

1. Does it mean that we know what is
w rong and we insist that it is right? 

2. Does it mean that we do not care
about what God has to say on the sub-
ject? 

3. Does it mean that we want to inten-
tionally hurt others and destroy society? 

4.  Are some of us born wicked or does
anger and hurt create it as a reaction to
life? 

P e rhaps we fall into the category of a
good person who slips up:

20 “Again, when a righteous person
t u rns from their righteousness and does
evil, and I put a stumbling block before
them, they will die. Since you did not
w a rn them, they will die for their sin.
The righteous things that person did will
not be re m e m b e red, and I will hold you
accountable for their blood. 21 But if

you do warn the righteous person not to
sin and they do not sin, they will sure l y
live because they took warning, and you
will have saved yourself.” (Ezekiel 20-
2 1 ) .

1. How do we want to be re m e m-
b e red? 

2. What does it mean to be forgiven by
God and to forgive ourselves?

3. Our Lord and Saviour died for us to
be forgiven and ascended into heaven to
i n t e rcede for us. Are we taking advan-
tage of this amazing opportunity? 

4 But because of his great love for us,
God, who is rich in merc y, 5 made us
alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace
you have been saved. 6 And God raised
us up with Christ and seated us with him
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7
in order that in the coming ages he might
show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in
Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2: 4-7).

We are warned what not to do (be
wicked) and we are called to greatness of
h e a rt and spirit: 10 “For we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God pre p a red in
advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2: 10).
E v e ry second of every day we are faced
with choices. If we do not heed the warn-
ing, we will destroy ourselves. Each one
has to be a godly example and influence
someone else to go and do likewise.

REV. ANGELA
C BOSFIELD
PALACIOUS
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THE REVEREND B e rn a rd B Been was
instituted as the Rector of the Church of St
Monica, Providenciales, Turks & Caicos
Islands, and Priest in Charge of St Georg e ,
South Caicos, on The Feast of The
Ascension, Thursday June 2 at7.30pm at
the Church of St Monica, 1307 Leeward
H i g h w a y, Pro v i d e n c i a l e s .

The Service of the Institution was led by
R e v e rend Laish Zane Boyd, Sr., Diocesan
Bishop of the Diocese of The Bahamas and
the Turks & Caicos Islands who delivere d
the serm o n .

S c o res of Anglicans from New
P rovidence travelled with the Bishop to
P rovidenciales for the special serv i c e ,
including The Venerable Archdeacon Keith
C a rtwright, Archdeacon of the Southern
Bahamas and the Turks & Caicos Islands,
The Venerable Archdeacon I. Ranfurly
B rown, Archdeacon of the We s t / C e n t r a l
A rc h d e a c o n ry and Rector of St Agnes
Anglican Church, New Providence, and
members of St. Agnes Churc h .

Father Bern a rd Been was born on
J a n u a ry 23, 1974 on the beautiful island of
Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos Islands, to
the late Cynthia Been and Canon Lamuel
B e e n .

Young Bern a rd always possessed a gre a t
love for his Church and indeed his God, and
this was demonstrated in the many activities
in which he was involved prior to answering

the call to Ministry. At age ten he joined the
Altar Servers at the Parish of St Thomas,
Grand Turk, which was the genesis of a life
committed to God. 

He “always had an inclination” that he
would become a priest, however it was the
combined influences of his father, and the
Rev’d. Father Charles Davidson, the
Rev’d. Father David We b b e r, and the late
R e v e rend Michael Hartley Eldon who
influenced his decision.

Equipped with the practical experience
that he gained in Grand Turk, and in
Eleuthera, The Bahamas, young Bern a rd
Been entered The College of The
Bahamas, Nassau campus, in September,
1999 to begin the first phase of his form a l
training. 

In 2001, he enrolled in Codrington
College, Barbados to continue his studies
and to test his vocation. Three years later,
he completed a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Theology with honours, with a Diploma in
Pastoral Studies.

On June 29, 2004, Father Been was
o rdained Deacon at St Thomas, Grand
Turk, and the same church in which he first
s e rved as an acolyte.

Father Been was then assigned to the
P ro-Cathedral of Christ the King, Grand
Bahama, to serve his Diaconate under the
tutelage of then Canon Harry Bain (now
The Venerable Archdeacon Harry Bain).

On June 29, 2005 Father Been was
o rdained priest, and continued to serve at
Christ the King, Fre e p o rt. He excelled
t h e re as an outstanding youth leader, main-
taining the existing youth ministries, and
i n t roducing new ministries, including the
CTK Kings Basketball Team for young
boys, and the Youth Choir. He also
excelled at the Arc h d e a c o n ry level, intro-
ducing the “Shalom”, a youth event for the
N o rt h e rn Arc h d e a c o n ry.

In 2007, Father Been was assigned to St
Agnes Church, Grants Town, in New
P rovidence. Here he continued to gro w,
first under the Pro Tem Rector, The Right
Reverend, Bishop Gilbert Arthur
Thompson, and then the Venerable
A rchdeacon I. Ranfurly Bro w n .

The parish of St Agnes contributed to his
f u rther grounding in the traditions of the
Anglican Church to the extent that he
developed the first St Agnes Confirm a t i o n
Booklet. Additionally, while at St Agnes he
also completed a Diploma in Secondary
Education from the College of The
Bahamas. This qualified him as a trained
t e a c h e r.

In November, 2010 Father Been was
assigned to the Church of St Monica,
P rovidenciales, with responsibility for St
G e o rge, South Caicos.

Father Been is happily married to Jo-
Ann (née) Clarke of Barbados.

REV Bern a rd Benjamin instituted rector of
the Church of St Monica in Pro v i d e n c i a l e s

Fr Bernard Benjamin

MANY Bahamians travelled many miles
over many gallons of water to attend the
f o rty fourth Long Island Regatta but little
did the average man know that this past
weekend would be the home going serv i c e
of celebration for Anglican Lay Reader
William Curt h b u rt “ Kaiser” Wilson who
died at his home a week ago at the age of
9 0 .

This giant of a man extremely short in
s t a t u re was laid to rest in the close knit
community of Glinton’s, Long Island in the
c h u rch yard of St Mary Magdalene where
he served for over fifty  decades on
S a t u rday June 4.

The funeral was reminiscent of a home-
coming service of celebration for a member
of the state or dignitary as community per-
sons, and visiting family members turn e d
out in droves.  

Lay reader Willie “Kaiser” Wi l s o n
achievements were re c o rded in his obitu-
a ry. He never lost the love of his beloved
island although he worked on mail boats
for a considerable number of years. He
captained many mail boats during his life-
time including “The Kitty”, “The Bahama
C a rroll”, “The Angeline” and “The
Amanda G”. 

After Kaiser’s stint as captain of various
motor vessels on the tranquil waters of our
Caribbean Sea, he re t u rned to the island of
his birth and married Eva Adderley the
union produced eight children, one of
whom predeceased both of them but they
remained happily married together for a
period of sixty two years.

Priests from a cross section of the arc h i-
pelagic isles came to celebrate the legacy of
K a i s e r’s life.  In attendance was Arc h

Deacon Keith Cart w r i g h t - A rc h d e a c o n
responsible for the southern islands in the
archipelagic chain, Fr Stephen Grant who
s e rves as rector of St Jude’s, Grand
Bahama, Fr Jonathan Archer, Rector of St
Paul’s, South Long Island and Fr Chester
Burton new rector of St Peter’s Anglican
Parish and St Christopher’s in the settle-
ment of Port Nelson, Rum Cay.

Agriculture Minister and MP for Long
Island and Ragged Island Larry
Cartwright also brought condolences on
behalf of the constituents of Long Island
and Ragged Island telling the congrega-
tion that the country has lost another para-
mount figure in the area of farming and
agricultural sustainability.

Many persons brought glowing tributes
and condolences including Larry Albury
(the present lay reader), Kyle Wi l s o n
(grandson), and Peter Graham who
employed Kaiser Wilson for many years
after his retirement and Catchiest Godfrey
Styles who brought condolences from his
rector Fr Mario Conliffe in Exuma.

They all spoke of Kaiser’s dependability
and love of the Anglican church saying
that he could be referred to as the ‘King of

Glinton’s and North Long Island’. Long
Islanders and descendants of North End
can all attest to the life Kaiser lived inside
the four walls of the church and in the
community at large.

This Father’s Day the offspring of
Kaiser will be bereft of the Patriarch of the
Wilson family clan. He possessed a humble
spirit that spoke volumes to his offspring
and the way they should their lives.

Archdeacon Cartwright in his sermon
extended condolences from Bishop Laish
Boyd and the Anglican community. Kaiser
would have carried many priests over to
Rum Cay through that treacherous body
of water that lies between Long Island and
Rum Cay. The Church in the Diocese will
be always be indebted to persons like
Willie “Kaiser” Wilson who gave stellar
service to the church he loved so dearly.
Kaiser became synonymous with riding his
bicycle to visit sick members in the North
End Community.

Fr Burton quoted the words made
famous by the Rahming Brothers -
“Whose gern to fill those shoes” and
encouraged his family to follow in his foot-
steps. 

Senior Anglican Lay Reader laid
to rest in Glinton’s, Long Island
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THE ANGLICAN C h u rc h
Men's Choir-  The Sons of
Thunder will host it’s MEN
PRAISING GOD III  Pre -
F a t h e r’s Day concert at The
Activity Centre of The Parish
C h u rch of The Most Holy
Trinity Stapleton Gardens begin-
ning at 7pm on Friday June 10. 

The concert this year will high-
light Billy Brown and
A rchdeacon James Palacious.
The night promises to filled will
great signing and entertainment.
Adult tickets can be purchased
from any member of the choir or
at the various Anglican Church
Parishes in New Pro v i d e n c e .
Admission is $10 for adults and
$5 for children - accompanied by
a ticket holder (payable at the
door)

The Sons of Thunder is a
dynamic all male choir the brain-

child of Fr Shazz Turnquest and
Mr Herbert Scott. It was at the
ordination to the priesthood of
the Revd Fr Fequel Laplante in
Tre a s u re Cay Abaco that the
g roup perf o rmed their first
selection. How did this all come
about? The ACM (Anglican
Church Men) were staging their
c o n f e rence in Tre a s u re Cay,
N o rth Abaco in March 2006.
The singing of a church full of
men was incredible.

This was the Pentecost
moment for the group. 'Scottie'
who was the Council President
at the time and Fr Turnquest sat
down at lunch and put the nuts
and bolts together and from that
first Sunday in Tre a s u re Cay,
four years ago to now, the Sons
of Thunder remain the premier
All Male singing group within
the Anglican Church.

SONS OF THUNDER IN CONCERT THIS FRIDAY
Proceeds to aid the SOT Outreach, Building/Repair Ministry

SONS of Thunder members hard at work in the Cat Island community.



A TOP Bahamian junior
sailor is ready for his sec-
ond consecutive appearance
at the world’s leading youth
sailing event.

Chris Sands is set to com-
pete at the ISAF Youth
Sailing World Champi-
onship in Zadar, Croatia,
July 7-16.

Approximately 358 sailors
representing 59 nations are
expected to compete across
eight different classes.

For the second time in a
row, the Bahamas and Nas-
sau Yacht Club will be rep-
resented in this champi-
onship by 17-year-old
Sands.

Sands will participate in
the boy’s one-person dinghy
event in Laser Radial
among 50 other competi-
tors. He finished in 28th
position last year in Turkey
and, since then, he has been
exposed to several top level
regattas. He is sailing and
training on a very regular
and dedicated basis with
coach Robert Dunkley and
fellow local Laser sailors.

“The Youth Worlds are
in less than a month. Every
time I go training, I try to
get the best out of each and
every practice,” Sands said.
“I’m on the water 4-5 days
per week, usually. Also, I
am working out at least
three days per week.”

When asked about his
goals for this coming cham-
pionship, Sands replied:
“I’m just going over there,
will try my hardest and have
fun.”

Again, the Bahamas was
pleased and thankful to be
one of the nations approved
for the Athlete Participa-
tion Programme (APP)
funding support from the
ISAF.

Sands started sailing

when he was just 10 years
old. In the last seven years,
he participated in the junior
sailing programmes of the
Bahamas Sailing Associa-
tion and Nassau Yacht
Club. He is a multiple time
national champion in Opti-

mist, Sunfish, Laser and
Snipe. 

Last year, he placed 7th
at both the 2011 Laser Mid-
winters East and the 2010
Orange Bowl Regatta.

The Bahamas Sailing
Association (BSA) acts as

the governing authority of
the sport of sailing in the
Bahamas under the super-
vision of the International
Sailing Federation (ISAF).
BSA’s mission is to promote
and encourage sailing in all
its aspects in the Bahamas.
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FOR the second consecutive
year, one of the country’s rising
stars on the sidelines as a coach
plans to give back to the local
basketball community with a
programme  specifically geared
towards under-developed young
female players.

Howard and the United
States opened their Gold Cup
schedule with a 2-0 win over
Canada on Tuesday night.
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US STARTS WITH
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

C
ontinued support
from its perennial
sponsor and the
largest number of par-
ticipants in the history

of the event is set to make the 2011
edition of the Bahamas Swimming
Federation’s National Champi-
onships the “biggest and best ever,”
according to federation executives.

With the Royal Bank of Canada
on board as its title sponsor for the
28th consecutive year, the BSF is
scheduled to host the RBC Nation-
al Swimming Championships June

18-21 at the Betty Kelly Kenning
National Swim Complex.

RBC made a formal presentation
of $32,000 to the federation to sup-
port the successful hosting of the
event in its 40th year and to also
sponsor the Academic All-Bahamas
Swimming Team Awards Pro-
gramme.

Algernon Cargill, president of the
BSF, applauded RBC and their role
as a supportive corporate citizen of
the Bahamas.

“Without question, this is one of
the longest private sector/sports

relationships that exists in the
Bahamas today and what is great
about this relationship is that the
Royal Bank of Canada continues
to step forward and support our fed-
eration without being asked. We
appreciate this for many reasons,
but most important, working with a
great sponsor such as the Royal
Bank of Canada, we can showcase
the talent of our young people in a
positive way,” he said.

“There are so many other social-
ly destructive ways they could oth-
erwise be engaged and swimming
has contributed in many ways to the
development of young Bahamians
and by extension, through Royal
Bank’s perennial sponsorship, they

have played a significant role in the
development of young Bahamians.”

The 2011 Nationals will feature
a record 356 swimmers, 15 teams,
and 2,189 entries.

“I would also like to use this
opportunity to acknowledge the
generosity of Cable 12, for again
agreeing to broadcast these RBC
National Swimming Championships
throughout their network so that all
Bahamians can see the hard work
and success of our swimmers. Cable
12 and RBC have really helped our
federation to grow and as an exam-
ple of our growth, we have a record
356 swimmers entered in the 2011

‘Biggest ever’ Nationals 
2012 Olympic qualifier 

CORPORATE SPONSOR: Shown (l-r) are BSF vice president John Bradley, Kathy Dillette, BSF board member, BSF president Algernon Cargill, Joyce Coleby-Revere,
RBC’s vice president of retail banking, and Ken Bain, BSF treasurer.
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Chris Sands to represent Bahamas
at the ISAF Youth Sailing Worlds

CHRIS SANDS (shown) is set to compete at the ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship in Croatia next month.
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By BJOERN H AMLAND
Associated Press

OSLO, Norway (AP) —
Usain Bolt is focusing on the
world championships even as
he prepares to run his first
200-meter race in 13 months
at a Diamond League meet
today.

The Jamaican world
record-holder said Wednes-
day it will feel strange to run
the 200 but, having recovered
from last season’s injuries he
is confident of running a fast
race at the Bislett Games.

“It’s going to be weird, but
it should be good,” Bolt said.
“I’m definitely going out
there to run hard and see
what I need to improve
more.”

Bolt won the 100 at his first
race of the year in a Dia-
mond League event in Rome
two weeks ago and is now
aiming to take his recovery
up another notch after miss-
ing part of last season with
Achilles’ and back problems.

“I’m just trying to get my
form back together and get

back to the old Usain Bolt,”
he said. “I’m just focused on
one thing, and that’s the
world championships.”

Bolt was more diplomat
than showman as he fielded
questions at a reception at
Oslo City Hall a day before
the main event.

“I’ve heard it’s a great
track and I’m looking for-
ward to going out there and
getting a fast time,” he said.
“But I need to get in shape as
quickly as possible because
everyone’s really putting
their foot down.”

South African middle-dis-
tance runner Caster Semenya
also is competing as she con-
tinues her comeback from a
long layoff for gender test fol-
lowing her victory in the 800
at the 2009 worlds.

Forced to sit out a year,
Semenya said it was tough to
bounce back, but is starting
to rediscover her best form.

The 20-year-old said the
episode placed her under
huge mental strain.

“It wasn’t easy to come
back after the IAAF ban, but

this was the goal,” Semenya
said .

Semenya finished second
in 1 minute, 58.88 seconds at
the Diamond League event
in Eugene, Oregon, last
weekend. But, as the season
progresses, she hopes to
begin closing in on her per-
sonal best of 1:55.45.

“In Oslo, I want to remain
below 1:58, maybe 1:57 but
everything happens in view
of the world championships
in South Korea,” she said.
“At the Bislett Games, the
time is very important, prob-
ably more important than
first place.”

Semenya faces a strong
field that also includes
Mariya Savinova of Russia,
one of the athletes who called
the South African’s gender
into question at the last
worlds. Former world cham-
pion Janeth Jepkosgei of
Kenya, with a personal best
of 1:56.04, is another leading
contender.

The worlds run from
August 27 to September 4 in
South Korea.

Bolt to run 200 for 1st 
time in 13 months

USAIN BOLT gestures during a press conference in Rome Wednesday. 
(AP Photo)



By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

FOR the second consecu-
tive year, one of the country’s
rising stars on the sidelines as
a coach plans to give back to
the local basketball communi-
ty with a programme  specifi-
cally geared towards under-
developed young female play-
ers.

Jurelle Nairn, in conjunc-
tion with the Bahamas Bas-
ketball Federation and the
New Providence Women's
Basketball Association, is all
set to host the second annual
Ballin’ by the Beach girls’ bas-
ketball clinic June 29 to July 1
at the Kendal Isaacs Gymna-
sium.

Nairn will host the camp,
which is free of charge for all
participants, alongside fellow
members of her Salisbury
Seagulls coaching staff and
players.

Nairn and her group con-
ducted a three-day clinic in
June of 2010 which hosted
scores of young female players
of varying age groups.

A former member of the
Bahamas Basketball Federa-
tion's junior national team,
Nairn is now serving as an
assistant coach at Salisbury
University, which is located in
Wicomico County in Mary-
land and listed some of this
year's visiting instructors.

"This year, we will have
coach Charisse Mapp and
some of the Salisbury Univer-
sity Women’s Basketball team
members return, especially
since they were so dynamic
last year. We will also have
some of our best local players
and coaches assist. So far, I’ve
received confirmation from
Jeffery Henfield, Mitch John-

son, Torrington Cox, Gijo
Bain, Marvin Henfield, Henry
Gidden, Audrey Martin,
Anthony Swaby, and Terrance
“Red Eye” McSweeney. I
don’t know if I should put this
out there, but we may have a
surprise guest this year. Let’s

just say he’s a name that will
be remembered. That’s all I
can say for now. My greatest
expectation is to be better. I
always seek ways to improve
in every aspect of my life. I
want this movement to grow
and the only way to grow is to
always strive to be better."

Nairn, who was also a one-
time coach at Queen's Col-
lege, said the inspiration for
the event came from a need
for her to give back to the
community and the sport of
basketball.

"This movement was
birthed from my passion to
serve and inspire change in the
Bahamas through basketball.
Since I started playing basket-
ball, God has just graced me
with His favour over and over
again. I can truly say that I
wouldn’t be where I am today
if it wasn’t for basketball. It
has opened doors that would
have never been opened had I
not played for the right people,
in the right place, at the right

time. 
“If I am unable to help these

kids get the opportunity to
play basketball on the colle-
giate level, I want to at least
assist in preparing them for
whatever opportunities come
their way. Ultimately, these
opportunities don’t even have
to be basketball related,
because there are so many
important life skills that a kid
can master through participa-
tion in team sports – skills that
will help them in any situation.
I know that it is my purpose to
serve and help the young peo-
ple of our nation by offering
them this experience," she
said.

"This event is critically
important. Not only is it
important, but also it is nec-
essary. For a lot of the young
ladies that attend, this will be
the only constructive event
that they participate in all sum-
mer. Not only is that a sad fact
for the basketball players in
regard to their development,
that’s a sad fact for any young
person. A wise man told me,
‘Satan always finds mischief
for idle hands to do.’ With that
said, it’s a start for the devel-
opment of women’s basketball
in the Bahamas and we all
know how important starting
is."

With regard to her long-
term goals for the clinic and
for the development of wom-
en's basketball in the country,
Nairn said she hopes to imple-
ment a series of groundbreak-
ing initiatives.

"I would like to expand the
length of Ballin’ by da Beach.
Right now, it’s a free event
and we all know that there is
no such thing as a free lunch.
So as I grow and more people
and corporations begin to
believe in me, it will lead to

bigger sponsorships that will
allow the clinic to run longer.
Also, to include males in the
movement. Last year and this
year, I have had a lot of young
men ask me to include them. I
plan to join forces with anoth-
er programme, Gifted Elites
Basketball Academy, found-
ed by Quentin Demeritte to
facilitate this expansion. He is
doing some great things and,
together, we would be a force
to reckon with," she said. "To
offer life-building classes on
topics that seem to go unad-
dressed in your typical learn-
ing environment. For exam-
ple, for the ladies, ‘Girl’s bas-
ketball - you can still act like a
girl and be a star baller.’ For
the gentlemen, ‘How to main-
tain your integrity and be a
star baller.’ To that end, we
will host a coaches’ clinics to
equip coaches with the knowl-
edge and skills to empower
these young people."

Two of the more immedi-
ately pressing issues threaten-
ing the development of the
game, according to Nairn, are
the lack of adequate facilities
and exposure to basketball
year round. 

"We want to implement
summer, fall, and spring
leagues for young people. The
basketball season in the
Bahamas is entirely too short.
In order for the kids to get bet-
ter, they definitely need to
play more. To implement sum-
mer leagues and camps for our
collegiate and professional
athletes. Everyone knows that
basketball players are made in
the summer. A lot of our bas-
ketball athletes dread coming
home in the summer because
there is no basketball pro-
gramme for them to get
involved in.

“Summer tournaments can

only take a high level athlete
so far. My plan is to put a pro-
gramme in place where our
athletes look forward to com-
ing home, because they know
that when they return to wher-
ever they are playing, they will
be better," she said. "One of
the most important things to
me is to own a basketball facil-
ity. Throughout the years, I’ve
found that basketball (in the
Bahamas) is homeless. This is
a sad thing for such a great

sport. We all know the impor-
tance of having a home, a
place to call your own. When
people are homeless, they are
usually unstable and are chal-
lenged in every way to fulfill
their ultimate potential. I
believe it’s the same for bas-
ketball. Many of the people
that made it in basketball had
to go somewhere other than
the Bahamas to accomplish
that achievement and it should
not be so.”

Championships as compared
to 325 last year. Equally as
amazing, we have 15 teams
entered, eight from New
Providence, three from Grand
Bahama, one from Abaco,
two from the United States
and one from Venezuela.
Altogether, we have 2,189
entries - meaning that these
2011 Championships are our
biggest ever.”

This year’s swimming
nationals will be used as an
Olympic-qualifying event,
with many of the country’s
budding stars and visiting
swimmers using the meet as
an opportunity to earn an
Olympic berth.

“What is really amazing is
that these National Champi-
onships continue to grow.
This year, we have been
receiving approval from
FINA, the governing body for
swimming, that these cham-
pionships can be used as a
qualifying meet for next
year’s Olympic Games, and
of course, they will serve as a
qualifying meet for the Pan
AM Games in July, next
year’s CARIFTA and CISC
Championships, and of
course, next year’s Nation-
als,” Cargill said.

Joyce Coleby-Revere,
RBC’s vice president of retail
banking, said the support of
the event is key to the organ-
isation’s role in community
development.

“Supporting Bahamian
youth remains a core area of
focus for RBC’s community
involvement programmes and
we are pleased to sponsor the
National Swimming Champi-
onships for the 28th consecu-
tive year,” she said. “We
believe sports programmes
are critical to helping young

people realize their full poten-
tial. It has been a pleasure to
watch many bright young
swimmers rise to new
heights.”

Dominance
At the 2010 Nationals, the

Barracudas swim club reaf-
firmed its dominance to claim
its fifth consecutive national
championship.

The Barracudas claimed
the title with 1,801.50 points,
less than 100 points ahead of
their nearest competitors,

Swift Swimming, who finished
with 1,719 points.

The Dolphins swimming
club was third with 1,186
points, the final team to break
the 1,000 point plateau.

The Sea Bees swim club
was fourth with 680 points,
Freeport Aquatic Club fifth
with 263.50 points, WaveRun-
ners sixth with 219 points,
Blue Marlin Aquatics seventh
with 165 points, Orca Swim
Club eighth with 40 points
and the Abaco Swim Club
rounded out the field of com-
petition with 27 points.

In 2009, the Barracudas
won by a landslide over the
remainder of the field with
2,152.50 points, nearly 800
points over the second place
finishers, Sea Bees Swim
Club, who tallied 1,369 points.

BASKETBALL CAMP
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Ballin’ by the Beach girls’ basketball clinic all set
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