
Shooting victim in
serious condition
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THE relocation of a busy bus stop from
in front of the old Straw Market to the
eastern end of Bay Street is causing tem-
pers to flare as the left lane of the busy
thoroughfare is now constantly blocked by
double parked buses, leaving drivers stuck
in long lines of traffic. 

At peak hours, the pile-up extends the
lenght of Bay Street and beyond, but the
authorities seem unable or unwilling to
take action. 

Angry drivers have noted that two police
officers are often seen standing right in
front of the new bus stop, but so far have

done nothing about the double parking – or
about the fact that some bus drivers remain
parked there for several minutes instead
of moving on to make room for other bus-
es.  The Tribune brought the matter to the
attention of a senior police officer earlier
this week but so far, nothing has been done.

TEMPERS FLARE OVER DOUBLE PARKED BUSES

DOUBLE PARKED buses on Bay
Street block the left lane as they
wait to fill up with passengers.

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

DONATIONS have been
pouring in at the Bahamas Red
Cross Society for the massive
relief effort to help those dev-
astated by Tuesday’s cata-
strophic earthquake near Port-
au-Prince.

Bags of clothing, towels and
blankets have been pouring in
at the charity headquarters in
John F Kennedy Drive from
where they will be sent to Haiti
and potentially to Inagua to
assist expected refugees in co-
ordination with the national
relief effort spearheaded by the
National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA).

The Red Cross has been
impressed by the generosity

Donations pour
in to help victims

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

THE Government’s  decision to release and grant temporary sta-
tus to Haitian detainees housed at the Carmichael Road Detention
Centre following the Haiti earthquake received mixed reviews
yesterday. 

The Haitian-Bahamian community heralded the news as a pos-
itive humanitarian gesture towards Haitians who may have lost
friends, relatives or homes due to the cataclysmic quake. 

However, the announcement was also met with opposition from
some Bahamians, many who see it as a contradiction of the Depart-
ment of Immigration's zero-tolerance policy on illegal immigration. 

Some also fear there will be an influx of Haitians seeking refuge
from their devastated country as news of the Government's plan to
grant temporary status to Haitian immigrants spreads. 

Officials yesterday were reported to be ironing out the plan's
details, processing the Haitian detainees and filling out the nec-
essary paperwork for their release. At last report there were
reportedly 100 immigrants in the holding facility, about 70 of
them said to be Haitian. 

According to Immigration Minister Brent Symonette, the
released detainees will be required to report to the Department of
Immigration most likely three months after their release.

"They'll be given a fixed period, initially (the temporary status)

SEE page 11

SEE page 11

A 22-year-old Andros
man appeared before a
court yesterday charged
with the island’s first mur-
der for the year.

Terrell Mackey, 22, of
Love Hill, central Andros,
was arraigned on the mur-
der charge before Chief
Magistrate Roger Gomez in
Court 1, Bank Lane. 

It is alleged that on Sat-
urday, January 9, he inten-
tionally and unlawfully
caused the death of Jer-

Andros man, 22,
charged with island’s

first murder

BY DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – A security officer who was shot by a
gunman at the City Market foodstore in Eight Mile Rock
remains in serious condition in hospital.

The shooting occurred on Wednesday sometime arund
8.35pm when a gunman attempted to rob the establish-
ment.

Asst Supt Loretta Mackey reported that a security offi-
cer was standing outside the foodstore when a masked
gunman approached and fired two shots at the front door.

According to reports, the suspect was armed with sawn-
off shotgun and wore a blue cloth mask. 

The suspect entered the store and fired two more shots
at the office door, but was unable to gain access to the
office. He then fled the scene. 

When police arrived they observed shatteored glass

SEE page 11

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

THE House of Assembly
Select Committee to investigate
alleged sexual misconduct at
the Eight Mile Rock High
School convened in Freeport
yesterday, hearing from several
critical witnesses.

It has been a year since sex-
ual molestation allegations sur-
faced on Grand Bahama, where
several teachers here have been
accused of sexual misconduct
with students. 

Engleston MP Glenys Han-
na-Martin, who is the commit-
tee chairman, said investiga-

tions will be conducted only
into allegations at Eight Mile
Rock High.  

She said the committee
hopes to complete its probe
next week and present a report
to the House of Assembly on
Wednesday, January 20. 

Some 10 witnesses were
expected to testify yesterday at
the Prime Minister’s Office. 

Pineridge MP Kwasi Thomp-
son, West End and Bimini MP
Obie Wilchcombe, and House
of Assembly Parliament Clerk
Maurice Tynes will hear from
various witnesses, including
police officers, social workers,

Alleged sexual misconduct
inquiry hears from witnesses

SEE page seven

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net 

PSYCHIATRIC evalua-
tion has been ordered on a
man who was convicted of
having unnatural intercourse
with a 16-year-old boy.

Joseph Sweeting, 48, was
accused of having unnatural
intercourse with the boy in
February 2003. A jury found
him guilty last November and
he will have to wait several

Psychiatric test
ordered in unnatural

intercourse case

SEE page 11
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Twenty-three Bahamians
were awarded honours by
Queen Elizabeth II yester-
day in the annual ceremony

recognising individuals for their contri-
butions to the political, cultural, intel-
lectual and economic development of
their country. 

Queen’s honours are the highest hon-
ours of the nation, granted by Her
Majesty the Queen in her role as head of
state of the Bahamas. The awards con-
ferred on Bahamians yesterday were
awarded by the Queen in her Birthday
Honours List 2009.  

“An important part of national devel-
opment is the promotion of a common
set of values and the conservation and
protection of traditions which help shape
our national identity. This is especially
important in young nations because much
of our culture, traditions and  hence our
identity were formed during the colonial
times when external sources held greater
influence than would have indigenous
practices,” said Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham at the ceremony. 

To those honoured, he said: “We
acknowledge, thank, applaud and honour
all of you for your invaluable contribu-
tion to the Bahamas. We recognise you
because in your life, you have gone
beyond what is ordinary or expected and
you have proven to be exceptional and
extraordinary in your various fields.”

Minister of Tourism, Vincent Vander-
pool Wallace, was appointed Comman-
der of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire (CBE) (Civil Division).

Mr Vanderpool Wallace’s award was
granted in 2008 prior to his assuming the
role of cabinet minister responsible for
tourism. 

Anita Doreen Bernard, Secretary to
the Cabinet, and Bishop Elgarnet Bren-
dan Rahming were appointed Compan-
ions of the Most Distinguished Order of
St Michael and St George Award
(CMG). Mrs Bernard was recognised for
her service as an educator and public ser-
vice administrator, and Bishop Rahming
for community outreach efforts and ser-
vice to the church. 

Three individuals were appointed Offi-
cers of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire (OBE). George Cox was
recognised as a role model for young
Bahamians in his service as a civil engi-
neer. Lowell Mortimer was recognised
for his philanthropy in higher education.

Harcourt Lowell Turnquest was awarded
for his career in the public service and
diplomatic corps. 

“I note that several of those being
recognised today were brought to the
attention of the government by persons
in the community who felt strongly that
the work and accomplishment of these
individuals was worthy of recognition on
a national level. I want to encourage cit-
izens to continue to identify such worthy
recipients for future high honour,” said
Mr Ingraham. 

Seven Bahamians were made mem-
bers of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire (MBE). Eight were recog-
nised with the British Empire Medal
(Civil Division). One retired senior police
officer, Chief Superintendent Sylvester
Augustus George, received the Queen’s
Police Medal. 

HONOURS
2009 Queen’s

CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT Sylvester George (retired ) received the Queen’s
Police Medal (OPM) from the Governor General Arthur Hanna yesterday
at Government House Ball room.

SENATOR Vincent Vanderpool Wallace received the Most Excellent Order Of
The British Empire For 2008 (Civil Division )Commander (CBE) from the
Governor General Arthur Hanna yesterday at Government House Ball room

GOVERNMENT HOUSE AWARDS PRESENTATION CEREMONY

REVEREND ST.Clair Outten received a British Empire Medal (BEM) from
the Governor general Arthur Hanna yesterday at Government House Ball
room.

MR DENNIS TURNQUEST received a British Empire Medal (BEM) from the
Governor general Arthur Hanna yesterday.

BISHOP Elgarnet Rahming received the Most Distinguished Order of
Saint Michael and St George Companion (CMG) from the Governor gen-
eral Arthur Hanna yesterday at Government House Ball room.

MRS AMITA BERNARD received the Most Distinguished Order of Saint
Michael and St George Companion (CMG) from the Governor general
Arthur Hanna yesterday at Government House Ball room.

MRS SANDRA MOORE received the Most Excellent Order Of The British
Empire (Civil Division) Member (MBE)from the Governor general Arthur
Hanna yesterday at Government House Ball room.

MR HARCOURT TURNQUEST received the Most Excellent Order Of The
British Empire (Civil Division) 0fficer (OBE)from the Governor general
Arthur Hanna yesterday at Government House Ball room.

MR JOHN ROLLE SR received the Most Excellent Order Of The British
Empire (Civil Division) member (MBE) from the Governor general Arthur
Hanna yesterday at Government House Ball room.

BASIL CHRISTIE received the Most Excellent Order Of The British Empire (Civ-
il Division) member (MBE)from the Governor general Arthur Hanna yesterday
at Government House Ball room

MR GEORGE COX received the Most Excellent Order Of The British Empire
(Civil Division) Officer (OBE) from the Governor general Arthur Hanna yes-
terday at Government House Ball room.

CANON Fritz Goodridge received the Most Excellent Order Of The British
Empire (Civil Division)from the Governor general Arthur Hanna .

PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingraham speaks at Government House. 

        



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT -  A major
effort is underway in Grand
Bahama to solicit donations of
food supplies, and financial aid
for the people of Haiti.

Patrice Stubbs, founder of
Carry Your Candle, Light The
Bahamas, Jetta Baptiste of the
Haitian Earthquake Assistance
Committee, and Catholic priest,
Father Remmie David, are
appealing to residents here to
support the relief efforts.

A bank account at the Bank
of the Bahamas has been
opened, and several hubs have
been designated on the island
where residents can drop off
food and other supplies.

A ship from Florida is
expected to arrive in Freeport
on Saturday to pick up supplies
earmarked for Haiti. 

Donate
Ms Stubbs said persons can

donate clothing, blankets, tow-
els, toiletries, water, building
supplies, and pain killers. 

She said the items can be
dropped off at Love 97 in the
Regent Centre and other des-
ignated hubs on the island.  

“We must be our brother’s
keeper, we cannot turn a blind
eye to the situation in Haiti. As
long we belong to the human
race we have an obligation to
come to the aid of those who
are hurting,” she said. 

“We are appealing to every-
body in Grand Bahama and the
entire Bahamas to donate what-
ever they can,” she said. 

Jetta Baptiste, president of
Haitian Bahamian Society, said

financial donations are espe-
cially needed.  

The Haitian Earthquake
Assistance Committee, she said
has opened account 5750000244
at the Bank of the Bahamas. 

Ms Baptiste said persons
wishing to make cheque dona-
tions should ensure that it is
certified or it will take 10 days
to be cleared.  She said persons
may also drop off supplies at
her office, Jetta’s Multi-Ser-
vices, on Hearn Lane, or at Ter-
minal Two at Freeport Har-
bour. 

“The devastation is unbe-
lievable - there is tremendous
loss of life and property dam-
age.  We need all the help and
assistance we can get and we
are calling on members of the
community to please do what-
ever you can. People are dying
in Haiti and time is not on our
side, we need your prayers and
your support.  Ms Baptiste
thanked the community groups
that have pledged their support
to relief efforts on Grand
Bahama.  Father Remmie
David is calling on churches on
the island to take up a second
collection on Sunday for Haiti. 

“We have to bind our hearts
and hands together and help
those who are in need in Haiti,”
he said. 

“We have a Christian oblig-
ation to respond to that need
and so whatever means God
has given us we should try and
help our brothers and sisters.” 

“I want to encourage every
Christian person and human
being to do whatever they can
to help the people in Haiti,”
said Fr Remmie.  

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Two Bahami-
an families here on Grand
Bahama have not heard a word
from their relatives in Haiti
since Tuesday’s devastating
quake.    

The family of 31-year-old
Lucinda Haven and the family
of two-year-old Robin Valdez,
are praying and hoping for the
safe return of their loved ones
to Freeport. Vernell Bauld said
that her daughter left Freeport
three weeks ago for Haiti. She
has been trying desperately to
reach her since the earthquake. 

“I have been calling her cel-
lular phone but it just keeps
ringing. I don’t know where she
is or how she is doing, but I just
pray that God keeps her,” said
the Freeport mother.

According to Ms Bauld,
Lucinda went to Haiti to try
and get a visa for her husband
who was in Haiti at the time.
She left her 11-year-old daugh-
ter  in Freeport.  

“I don’t even know if words
could describe how I feel right
now. My daughter went over
there and did not give me an
address or nothing,” she said. 

Ms Bauld said that the fami-
ly in Freeport is very worried
about her. “God is in control
and I am holding on that. I can
only trust that He will keep her
safe and she will return home
soon. It is a tragedy and I pray
for everybody.” 

International relief-aid has
started arriving in Haiti and res-
cue efforts are currently under-
way in Port-au-Prince, where
thousands are feared dead. 

The massive earthquake,
which was recorded at 7.1 on
the Richter Scale, crushed and
toppled concrete buildings in
the capital. Many people are
still trapped beneath the rub-
ble. Two-year-old Robin
Valdez, the nephew of Tanya
McCartney, was with his moth-
er in Haiti. 

According to reports, the
toddler was believed to have
been at a hospital at the time of
the earthquake. Mrs Valdez,
the toddler’s grandmother, said
that her son has not been able
to make contact with Robin or
his mother, in Haiti.  

“My son has not been able
to reach them. I really don’t
feel good about it at all,” she
said. Haitian resident Tony Sta-
co said his family and children
are in Haiti. 

“I have not hear from my
brother, sister, and my two chil-
dren who are in Port-au-
Prince.”
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By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

A HOODED and armed robber
may have struck as many as three
times in eastern New Providence
Thursday night as his female victims
returned home.

Police reported two incidents –
one in Tuckaway Road off Village
Road and another on Winton High-
way – within around an hour of each
other involving a man in a “dark
hooded jacket” who made his get-
away in a red car. Both incidents
involved women in their 50s. 

Meanwhile, The Tribune also
received reports of a robbery in Blair
in which a woman who had pulled
into her driveway with her three-
year-old nephew in the car was
accosted by a gunman as she was
getting out of the vehicle.

She was said to have been hit in

the face with the weapon as she was
robbed, leaving her bloodied and
bruised. However, Police Sergeant
Chrislyn Skippings yesterday said
police had received no such report
and therefore this could not be con-
firmed. In what is suspected to have
been the first attack on Thursday
evening, Nancy Knowles, 52 – moth-
er of Olympic swimmer Jeremy
Knowles – said she was turning into
her driveway on Winton Highway, at
“around 8pm” with her eight month
old granddaughter when she noticed
a “reddish” car drive beyond her
house.

Mrs Knowles was returning from
the Supervalue foodstore in Win-
ton.

“I saw the car stop further down
the road. I sat there inside the car in
the driveway for a few seconds and I
thought to myself ‘What can I do?’.
I just said ‘No, I’m going to contin-
ue’. I pulled into the garage. I guess
in the meantime he must’ve got out

of the car and was waiting outside of
my garage. I took a whole full
minute to get my granddaughter out
of my car seat, grabbing my stuff
from the car.”

“Then right when he heard the
click of the lock of the car, he came
around. He was raising his arm with
the gun. I had the purse with the
diaper bag and I just said ‘Here take
it’ and threw it at him. He seemed to
be shocked he got it so quick,” said
Ms Knowles, who was holding her
grand daughter in her arms at the
time.

Accomplice
The man, who was suspected to

have been aided by an accomplice,
made his gettaway in the red car,
believed to be a Nissan. 

Yesterday the grandmother said
she received numerous calls from
people who had found her credit

cards and other personal items
strewn along Eastern Road.

It is believed the thief dumped the
unwanted items, getting away with
around $100, as he was on his way to
commit the second hold-up in the
Tuckaway area. 

A neighbour who was on the
scene of the later crime said: “My
neighbour had gotten out car to
open the gate to her drive. Then she
noticed this guy with a hoodie was
runnng towards her. She jumped
back in the car and locked the door,
but he put gun at her head through
the window and said give me the
purse. She threw it out and he ran.
They got away in a red car.”

The second victim was also able to
recover her credit cards after they
were found discarded, however the
neighbour yesterday complained
that the initially lackadaisical police
reaction led to a lost chance to
quickly net the criminals.

“We were all calling 911 after it

happened, but it rang for six or more
minutes before someone finally
answered. Then the police officer
said ‘If you can’t identify the rob-
ber there’s no point sending a patrol
car round to you.’ Then (another
police officer) whose mother lives
two houses down came and he got
Superintendent Stephen Dean on
the line. About three minutes later
the police were there, but that was at
about 9.45pm,” said the neighbour.

She suggested this incident
occurred at around 7.45pm, howev-
er a purse believed to belong to the
Winton victim was found on the
scene. Both women described the
perpetrator as a slim young man,
possibly in his teens. According to
the Tuckaway victim, he had a light
brown complexion.

Police are investigating the inci-
dents, however Sgt Skippings said
that as of yesterday afternoon they
had no leads as to the whereabouts
of the gunman.

Armed robber alert in eastern New Providence

Anxious wait
for two families

Major relief effort in GB 

Hooded man may have targeted females three times on Thursday night

Disaster in

HAITI

Need help with finding 
your loved one?

Worried about the whereabouts and well-being of a rel-
ative or friend in Haiti? Go to www.tribune242.com and
click on the Haitian flag banner at the top of the main page
to be connected to an online network which may help you
find your loved one.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has set up
the “Family News Network” for the Haitian earthquake,
which enables victims to register themselves online, mak-
ing their whereabouts and contact details known to anyone
who checks the list of registrants.

The online network also allows concerned individuals to
register the name and details of any person they may be try-
ing to find as they or someone who knows the individual’s
whereabouts may also have access to the site and be able
to make contact as a result.

Felipé Major/Tribune staff
RESIDENTS in the Mason Addition Area reach out to their community to help
their Caribbean Brothers and sisters in Haiti. People in the area showed
support and dropped clothes off to organisers. Stacey Bullard, Audrey
Domanny, Katheleen Porter and Anthony Slippery Etienne came up with idea
to help some of their friends in the area.

BAHAMIANS REACH OUT TO HAITI

               



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Please publish this open
letter to DHL.

DHL Worldwide Express 
Nassau, Bahamas

January 6, 2010.
Dear Sir/Madam:
I am reviewing your mot-

to as is on your advertising
poster which I had plenty of
time to copy down as I was
patiently waiting while they
were searching! “Fastest
Delivery...Most Reliable
C o n n e c t i o n s . . . G l o b a l
Reach!”

All I could do was smile
while I was writing it all
down!

My friend in Ft Laud-
erdale who kindly got my
prescription pills for me
called the DHL office to
pick them up, which they did
on December 31st.

I know that there were
planes flying from Ft Laud-
erdale to Nassau over the
weekend of January 2/3/4/5
2010!

If you notice that data at
the top of this letter it is a
Wednesday!

Most business places were
opened on Saturday, Janu-
ary 2nd and certainly on
January 4th and 5th!

I know it is about a 3/4 of
a hour drive to get from the
airport into the city area
therefore I can’t really
understand that shipment
made on December 31st,
still was not available to pick
up by 3pm on January 6th
at your office at Ernest
Street!

I certainly won’t recom-
mend that any new ship-
ments made from the states
be made via DHL in the
future to me!

HELEN
ASTARITA
Nassau,
January, 2010.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

A scientist who has done
a lot of work throughout the
Bahamas had the following
to say about the EIA for the
Wilson City BEC plant. I
thought it was worth shar-
ing with those of us who did-
n’t get to read the EIA.

Another Concerned
Abaco Resident
Said the scientist:
As a scientist who has

long conducted research in
The Bahamas, I was recent-
ly afforded the opportunity
to review the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA)
for the Wilson City Bunker
C plant.  I feel so relieved
after doing so. A couple of
points I found reassuring:

• A survey was conducted
over a 100 acre parcel in the
vicinity of the plant. In this
100 acre area surveyed for
the EIA (and I quote): “No
birds or wild animals were
discerned in the site vicini-
ty.”  What a relief!  Not one
hog, bird, lizard nor ant!
Those shotgun shells on the
road must be from hunters
shooting at rocks. Nice to
know that not ONE single
animal was affected by the
land clearing.  

• Since no land animals
were observed, I guess we
can safely infer that there
are also no aquatic animals
where the docking will take
place, and not a single fish,
conch or crawfish in the
adjacent wetlands.    There
were NO surveys done of
these aquatic areas (apart
from confirming that man-
groves are “present”), but I
think it is safe to assume that
nothing lives there.

And I had thought the

pipeline was running adja-
cent to the most productive
nursery for Nassau grouper,
conch and lobster on the
island. I am glad I was
proved wrong.  

• Luckily, any adverse
effects will not affect the set-
tlement nearest to the
plant,ie, “Spring
City….located more than 8
miles from the site.”  This is
repeatedly emphasized in
the EIA — no people live
closer than 7-8 miles.  That
is fortuitous, because my cal-
culations suggest that
Cherokee is just over 5 miles
away, Casuarina Point, 6
miles, the Winding Bay
development and Big Bird
farm, 4 miles, and Little
Harbour less than 4 miles.
And the cays adjacent to the
plant must be much, much,
further away than they
seem.  I am glad I had made
these errors in my calcula-
tions!  Surely, the EIA team
didn’t just see the Spring
City road on the way to the
site by car, and just assume
it was the closest settlement.  

• “Poor materials and
handling practices at Clifton
Pier, Blue Hills, and Marsh
Harbour has required the
apparent need for extensive
ground clean-up…”  But the
EIA repeatedly assures us
that no such problems are
“anticipated” at Wilson City.
Thank goodness.  

I will cease with the sar-
casm. In reality, this was the
single most inappropriate
and poorly written docu-

ment I have come across in
my scientific career. Pages
of text non-applicable to the
Wilson City site, text obvi-
ous cut and pasted from oth-
er EIAs, and blatant omis-
sions render the document
largely useless. That such an
error-laden and irrelevant
EIA can underpin a massive
project like the BEC power
plant is scary for the people
of Abaco and The Bahamas.
This document reads not
like an actual EIA, but more
like a JDACS: “Justify the
Development at Any Cost
Statement”.  The possible
impacts on terrestrial and
marine life are barely allud-
ed to at all, because “best
management practices” will
always be employed.  Judg-
ing by recent history, this
doesn’t reassure me.

I view the Wilson City
site as not just a poor site
for this plant, but perhaps
the worst site on the island.
But it is one thing to criti-
cise, and another to propose
a solution.

There do seem to be alter-
natives, perhaps the Nor-
man’s Castle site.  

The potential environ-
mental impacts at the Nor-
man’s Castle site pale with
that of Wilson City. 

At the very least, a real
environmental impact
assessment should be done
at the Wilson City site
before moving forward.
Embarking on these massive
development projects that
are justified by irrelevant
EIAs should be unaccept-
able to the people of The
Bahamas. 

It is a scary practice to
accept.  
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WASHINGTON  — This is what Presi-
dent Barack Obama wants people to think
about the U.S. reaction to the catastrophe in
Haiti: It will not be another Hurricane Kat-
rina.

Obama has repeatedly promised a "swift,
coordinated and aggressive" response. He is
determined to show that the United States,
even consumed with its own troubles, can
get this right, and that he can, too.

The world is watching because of the
expectations that come with being a rich,
powerful democracy that is supposed to look
out for its neighbours.

And because the stain of Katrina is not
gone.  "This is one of those moments that
calls out for American leadership," said Oba-
ma, who can add a humanitarian crisis to his
first-year tests in office.

There are huge contrasts between Katrina,
the most destructive natural disaster in U.S.
history, and the sorrowful scene unfolding
in Haiti. One was a hurricane on U.S. soil
that killed 1,800 people across the coast of the
Gulf of Mexico; the other was an earthquake
hundreds of miles  away that may have killed
50,000 people.

Yet as the wrenching images come in of
people clinging to wreckage, of bodies piling
up on the street, the comparisons are
inevitable.

The botched federal response to Katrina
in 2005 became the standard by which emer-
gency responses are measured, and presi-
dents are held accountable.

"The United States is seen in the world as
the first responder to this kind of humani-
tarian crisis, and it has echoes — inappro-
priate echoes, to be sure — of Hurricane
Katrina," said Paul Light, a professor of pub-
lic service at New York University. "Can we
get there fast enough? There's a risk there for
the president."

Obama has responded with urgency, and
the White House has tried to make sure that
people know it.

The president has dispatched ships, sol-
diers, Marines and loads of other assets to the
reeling Caribbean nation. He has pledged
$100 million for relief efforts now and
promised that that number will grow. He has
positioned the United States as a coalition-
building leader — the United Nations itself
has been rocked by the collapse of its head-
quarters in Haiti. He has pleaded for dona-
tions from his old campaign list of supporters,
more than 13 million strong.

And he told his team: "I will not put up
with any excuses" for an inadequate
response, another allusion to past govern-
ment failures. A senior White House offi-
cial, national security staff chief Denis McDo-
nough, arrived in Haiti to help make sure
U.S. agencies were coordinating as promised.

What the White House is not ready to do
is trumpet any results — not yet. Another les-
son learned from Katrina.

When Obama spokesman Robert Gibbs
was asked whether Obama was pleased with
the pace of the U.S. response so far, he said:
"He is, but ..."

Gibbs followed by telling reporters that
Obama had sternly told his team in the White
House Situation Room that they must work
day and night to get help fast into Haiti.

The human cost of disasters is the toll
that matters. But the political one cannot be
ignored.

"Presidents have a very limited time to
prove their effectiveness in managing a cri-
sis," said Light, who praised Obama for the
way he has spelled out the U.S. response
and rallied his own country to help.   Still,
Light added: "The clock is ticking."

George W. Bush paid a huge price when
America watched, in horror, as New Orleans
was drowning and governments at all levels
were slow to respond.

Now Obama has tasked Bush, along with
fellow former President Bill Clinton, to lead
the private fundraising efforts to help Haiti
and its people recover. The three of them
will meet at the White House on Saturday.

Never mind that Obama blasted Bush's
government for "unconscionable ineptitude"
after Hurricane Katrina hit.

Time for some common humanity, as
Obama put it.

"We will do what it takes to save lives,"
Obama declared Friday to the people of
Haiti in what has become a daily update on
the crisis.

The balance for the president is to not
be seen as heavy-handed or as the world's
problem-solver. He has emphasized that
his chief priority is Americans, from getting
injured U.S. citizens airlifted out of Haiti to
helping Haitian-Americans try to get
answers about their families.

Yet Obama says a robust response to
another nation in need is also an American
imperative.

(This article was written by Ben Feller of
the Associated Press).
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Wilson City
BEC plant
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By MEGAN REYNOLDS 
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

FILMMAKERS from
around the world have praised
the Bahamas International
Film Festival as one of the
world’s best but said the
emerging festival is held back
by the lack of a central cinema.

Around 50 festival guests,
their friends and relatives,
were accommodated at hotels
from Paradise Island to Cable
Beach during the week-long
festival while events took place
at Atlantis, the Balmoral Club,
Old Fort Bay and Compass
Point.

An hourly bus service from
the Atlantis hotel took festi-
val guests to the Galleria cine-
ma in JFK Drive where the
festival’s 87 films were
screened, but it is clear from
filmmakers’ feedback the fes-
tival would benefit from a
more centralised structure.

BIFF founder and executive
director Leslie Vanderpool is
determined to secure a per-
manent venue for BIFF as it
continues to grow and Sir Sean
Connery called on the govern-
ment to provide the non-prof-
it organisation with a building
that could house a library of
film and film editing equip-
ment when presenting Johnny
Depp with the BIFF Career
Achievement Tribute Award
at the Balmoral Club on
December 13.

Miss Vanderpool suggested
the neglected National Centre
for Performing Arts in Shirley
Street could be used for the
purpose, but Minister of
Youth, Sports and Culture
Charles Maynard said it was
unlikely the centre would be
designated exclusively for
BIFF as he said it is used by
various groups throughout the
year.

However Miss Vanderpool
said she will endeavour to
secure a venue as the festival
continues to grow and improve
transportation in the mean-
time.

New York actor Johnny Fer-
ro, who starred in Bahamian
filmmaker Kareem Mortimer’s

film Children of God said: “In
comparison to other festivals
I’ve attended, BIFF was much
larger and of a higher profile.

“The attendance at the fes-
tival probably impressed me
the most and I don’t just mean
the celebrity attendance.

“Leslie has a great deal of
pressure to deal with getting
the festival together, and I'm
sure the festival would benefit
significantly from more money
and volunteers, and as Sir Sean
mentioned more than once, a
centrally located permanent
headquarters.”

An American filmmaker
added: “BIFF is one of the bet-
ter festivals I have been too,
mainly because its in the
Bahamas and they do recruit
good films and have good peo-
ple to connect with.

“My biggest critique is that
they should have more screen-
ings at the resort or have the
festival somewhere else. The
travel to and from the theatre
was a huge pain, especially
with the lack of co-ordination
from the festival, no one knew
where to go or how to get
there. 

“They could either convert
the huge conference rooms at
Atlantis into screening rooms
and have a shuttle for locals to
attend, or have the festival in
downtown Nassau so that
more locals can attend and the
filmmakers can get there more
quickly or stay there.”

But despite the criticisms the
overall impression of the festi-
val is overwhelmingly positive.

Katrina Browne, producer
and director of BIFF award
winning documentary Traces
of the Trade said she appreci-
ated the opportunity to share
her film with Bahamian peo-
ple.

She said: “I really appreci-

ated the chance to come to the
festival, and not only show the
film, but meet Bahamian rep-
resentatives from government,
the media, the religious com-
munity, and also specifically
from the Pompei Museum of
Slavery.

“This opened doors for
potential future screenings of
the film in the Bahamas, and
since our main goal is to
inspire people to talk about
the history and legacy of slav-
ery, not just in the US but in
the Caribbean, I’m very excit-
ed by this potential. And, of
course, I was so happy and
honoured to win the docu-
mentary award!”

The Nature of Existence
producer and first time visitor
to the Bahamas Paul Tarantino
added: “I have to say I thought
both the festival and the coun-
try were nothing short of won-
derful, I had such a great time.
BIFF is a festival put together
with a lot of love.

“Film festivals are great for
many reasons; being able to
show your work to people all
over the world, meet your fel-

low filmmakers, and perhaps
most of all to inspire you to
make more films because I
want to make another film for
many reasons, not the least of
which is in the hopes Leslie
will invite me back to BIFF!”

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                             SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2010, PAGE 5

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

M
IN
IS
TE
RS

Hear Anointed Speakers:

Branson Gibson Rachel Sands Maurice Simms

Jarenda Rahming Edward Virgil Jr. Eileen Johnson

Vacancy for 
PRODUCT IMPLEMENTATION & SUPPORT SPECIALIST

Solutions Via Internet is a start-up but growing company based in Freeport, Grand 
Bahama that develops, markets and supports web-based software solutions for 
companies in North America and abroad, such as Chambers of Commerce. Our 
solution meets the needs of membership and association management compa-
nies ranging from 1 to 10 employees. We are looking for a PRODUCT IMPLE-
MENTATION & SUPPORT SPECIALIST to support our growing client base.

Job Description:

The PRODUCT IMPLEMENTATION & SUPPORT SPECIALIST will be respon-
sible for all facets of an implementation, including working with customers to 
map out implementation plans, delivering product training, consulting, guidance 
and support throughout the duration of the implementation phase.  Post imple-
mentation, the position will be responsible for all support related questions and 
trouble shooting of software problems.   This position will report to directly to 
the Operations Manager. 

Primary Responsibilities: 

to successful implementation, including business process review and 
 recommendations on best practices;

 control and closure of implementation process;

and internet;

 meet their needs;

training and rollouts;

to allow you to communicate with team members internally and with various 
members of the customer’s organization. We are looking for a hard driving indi-
vidual that is looking for opportunities for growth.

info@thechamberworks.com by January 20, 2010.

"I vex at the number of street lights that are
out of order. Along my regular routes of
Eastern Road and Prince Charles Drive there
are some areas with four and five lights out in
a row. I'm sure it's the same on other streets
too. Maybe whoever is responsible for replac-
ing blown bulbs should take a night-time
tour of the island and put a sticker on the pole so they can come
back and put in a new bulb. Just a suggestion".

– Vex at dark streets

“I vex at that man on Eastern Road who lets his dirty, filthy
dogs roam the streets at night. They mess on my front lawn and
rip open my trash bags.”

– DOG TIRED

"I vex that some people are immune to the devastation in
Haiti, whose hearts must be so black with prejudice and hatred,
that all they are concerned about is how the aftermath of the
earthquake will affect us instead of focusing on how we can ral-
ly around our hurting brothers and sisters. 

"We in the Bahamas have been lucky to escape natural dis-
asters and economic instability, but if we ever experience such
travesties I'm sure everyone here would expect nothing less
than immediate help from the international community. Show
that you are a 'Christian' by your words and actions, not just by
dressing up on Sunday to sit in a church."

– Praying for Haiti

"I vex at my stink neighbour who actually had the audacity to
tell me I disturbing her by slamming my front door too loud and
that I come in my house all hours of the night. I have hardly been
home in months because I have been staying over at my girl-
friend's house, so I want to know how me coming home three
times a week at 8pm to get a change of clothes or leaving at 7am
to head to work can disturb her. 

"She mussy paying my bills – people like her need to stay out
of people business before they get what they looking for. I don't
be interested in her strange activities so she should stay out of my
life.”

– Mind ya business

"I vex that I can't get through to 100 JAMZ to win that mon-
ey they giving away. I think I had the answer $9,000 ago but the
phone always busy."

– B-wall

"I happy to see all of the concern coming from the Bahamas
and other countries to help the poor people of Haiti, who have
been ignored and trampled on for too long. I only hope they get
the assistance they need to recover from the earthquake and can
maybe turn their broken country around.”

– Proud of the Bahamas

"I happy because there's a new traffic light out east at the Fox
Hill/Joe Farrington crossroads. All new signage, painted street
markings and even a proper 'Bus Stop' area, are there. 

"Hopefully jitney drivers will use it and not block up the road
as they usually do right there on the corner, especially since a con-
crete median is being installed and you can't drive around any sit-
ting bus. This is the quickest I've ever seen a traffic light go up
and I hope it helps the situation there.”

– Eastern Driver

• Are you vex? Send your complaints to <whyyouvex@tribuneme-
dia.net> or fax them to 328-2398. 

WHYYOUVEX? BIFF seeks permanent venue

Leslie Vanderpool

 



THE signing of a contract
for the reconstruction of the
seawall and freight dock at
Sunshine Park in Hope Town,
Abaco will help alleviate the
hardship suffered by the resi-
dents of this settlement said
Chief Councillor Jeremy
Sweeting.

The dock was damaged
during Hurricane Floyd in
September 1999 and this has
severely impacted the small
community’s ability to import
and export goods.

Mr Sweeting was address-
ing a small gathering of locals
who braved the chilly temper-
atures to witness the signing
of a contract on Wednesday,
January 13. 

In attendance was Public
Works and Transport Minis-
ter Neko Grant; Nicole
Campbell, Undersecretary in
the Ministry of Public Works
and Transport; Cephas Coop-
er, Senior Administrator for
the Central Abaco District;
John Schaeffer, area engineer;
Local Government represen-
tatives, and students and
teachers of Hope Town Pri-
mary School.

Thanked
Mr Sweeting thanked Prime

Minister Hubert Ingraham
and Mr Grant for addressing
the community’s concerns.
Cephas Cooper described it as
a “special” day for Hope
Town. 

“All of us have waited for
this day with great anticipa-
tion for many years and we
certainly are looking for the
successful completion,” he
said.

Mr Grant noted that on a
visit to Hope Town in May of
last year, he noted that the
timber seawall at Sunshine
Park had “failed” in several
locations, but the dock was
still being used to off-load
freight.

A plan for sheet piling and
other works required to repair
the dock was prepared follow-
ing the visit. 

The project was tendered
and bids were opened at the
government's Tenders Board
at the Ministry of Finance on
December 15, 2009. 

Mr Grant said three con-
tractors submitted bids and
Jonathan Higgs of Abaco Tug
and Transport was the suc-
cessful bidder. 

The company received the
$206,394 contract.   
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Grant’s Town Wesley Methodist Church
(Baillou Hill Rd & Chapel Street) P.O.Box CB-13046

The Holy Ghost Prayer-Line number is 326-7427
(www.gtwesley.org)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17TH, 2010

Theme: “ But As For Me And My Household, We Will Serve the Lord”

 7:00 a.m. Sis. Tezel Anderson/ Sis. Rosemary Williams
11:00 a.m. Rev. Carla Culmer/Bro. Andre Bethel (B)
 7:00 p.m. Bro. Franklyn Bethel/ Sis. Marilyn Tinker

Contract for reconstruction of dock
addresses the plight of Abaco residents

PRESENTATION: Mr Grant presents
a copy of a contract to repair the
seawall and freight dock at Sunshine
Park to Jonathan Higgs of Abaco
Tug and Transport. Pictured from
left: Jeremy Sweeting, Chief Coun-
cillor for Hope Town; Nicole Camp-
bell, Undersecretary in the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport; Mr
Grant; Mr Higgs; Cephas Cooper,
Senior Administrator for the Central
Abaco District and Lana Russell,
Deputy Chief Councillor.

PHOTOS: 
Letisha Henderson/BIS

PUBLIC WORKS and Transport
Minister Neko Grant (first from
left) inspecting damage to the
dock in Sunshine Park, Hope
Town, Abaco on Wednesday,
January 13. Also pictured are
Nicole Campbell, Undersecretary
in the Ministry of Public Works
and Transport and John Scha-
effer, area engineer.

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

JURORS in the Coroner’s Inquest
into the shooting death of Brenton
Smith yesterday watched surveillance
footage of the armed robbery that
occurred at the City Market food store
the night the teen was killed.

Surveillance footage from the night
of July 9, 2009, showed two dark
skinned men walk through the main
entrance of City Market, Village Road
at around 7.53pm along with a female
customer who appeared unaware of
what was happening.

One of the robbers – who wore a
red, hooded jacket, blue pants with
white stripes and black tennis shoes –
grabbed a plastic bag from a bag rack
in the store and proceeded to the
cashier.

The video showed that while he
appeared to demand cash, the second
robber – who wore a long sleeved
white shirt, khaki pants and what

appeared to be a green cloth around his
face – forced a male employee to the
opposite side of the store.

The employee and another customer
in the area dropped to the ground as
the second robber, who was shorter
than the first, waived a gun in the air.
Within seconds, the first robber

clutched the plastic bag and darted out
the store’s front door followed closely
by his armed accomplice. 

Detective Sergeant Dale Strachan,
attached to the Central Detective
Unit’s technical unit, told the court
that based on the footage, it appeared
that the gunman may have discharged
his weapon, however he admitted he
could not say this definitively as there
was no sound.

Testified
Detective Sergeant Kervin Jones,

scenes of crime investigator, testified
that around 3.30pm on July 14, 2009, he
went to the Fox Hill Police Station
where he spoke to woman Superin-
tendent Ismela Davis.

Sergeant Jones said Superintendent
Davis gave him a black Vector 9mm
pistol serial number TQ124962 as well
as a black-handled chrome Smith and
Wesson 9mm pistol serial number
VJJ7447, and 14 live rounds of 9mm
ammunition. Sergeant Jones said he

later packaged and labelled the guns
and ammunition, and the following
day, took them to the police forensic
laboratory for analysis.

Attorney Romona Farquharson,
who represents Corporal Kelsie
Munroe – the officer who is alleged to
have shot Brenton – questioned
Sergeant Jones as to why he had listed
a third gun and serial number on a
report dated July 14. Sergeant Jones
claimed it was a typographical error, as
he only turned over the two guns and
ammunition he received from Super-
intendent Davis.

Ms Farquharson asked whether the
revolver he claimed was listed on the
report by mistake actually existed.
Sergeant Jones said he did not know. 

He told the court he only collected
one clip with 14 rounds in it, although
Superintendent Davis on Thursday
recalled that she had given him two
clips – one containing 14 rounds and
another containing 15 rounds.

Charles Bain, a firearms examiner,
also took the stand. He testified that on

July 16, he received one 9mm Luger
fired cartridge case; a Vector 9mm
Luger caliber auto-loading pistol, ser-
ial number TQ124692; a detachable
clip; a Smith and Wesson 9mm Luger
auto-loading pistol, serial number
VJJ74447; a detachable clip for the
gun; and 14 9mm Luger caliber unfired
cartridges. Bain said he also received a
fired bullet – adding that the first gun,
which was completely black, was capa-
ble of firing the bullet.

Inspector Oswald Nixon, director of
the police forensic lab, testified that
on July 16, he received several items
related to the matter, including a bullet
and tubes containing Brenton Smith’s
blood, bile, vitreous humour and stom-
ach contents.

According to Inspector Bain, toxi-
cology reports showed that Smith did
not have any drugs or alcohol in his
system at the time of his death.

The inquest has been adjourned to
February 4, 5, 15, and 16. Jurors are
expected to be taken to the area where
Smith was killed. 

Inquest jurors see armed robbery footage
CORONER’S INQUEST: SHOOTING DEATH OF BRENTON SMITH

BRENTON SMITH

               



THE Department of
Social Services is in "des-
perate" need of suitable fam-
ilies to provide foster homes
for older children.

Carolyn M Hepburn, the
department's deputy direc-
tor, said the government
agency has long struggled
with finding suitable, tem-
porary homes for "hard to
place" adolescent and
teenage children.  

The department is urging
compassionate persons with
a stable home to consider
opening up their homes tem-
porarily — if only for a holi-
day or day visit — to a child
in need.   

Outreach
"What we've been trying

to do is an outreach to per-
sons who are interested in
caring for children, mainly
those considered hard to
place, boys from 8 to 17.
With girls, the younger ones,
that's not a problem but
when they get to teen or pre-
teen, persons are less inter-
ested in them," she told The
Tribune yesterday. 

"Even if the person would
be willing to take them home
for the weekend at least they
would have a touch of home.
(We) want people who are
forgiving, people who are
serious about what they are
doing and compassionate.
Who can strengthen the fam-
ily outlook for the child
rather than weaken it," she
added. 

Prospective applicants will
have to furnish the depart-
ment with reference letters
and would be subject to an

assessment by a social ser-
vices officer before a child
is released into their custody. 

The department also pro-
vides parenting classes and
in some cases a foster care
allowance to assist families.
Ms Hepburn added that fos-
ter children are usually sent

to temporary homes in pairs,
in order to limit the attach-
ment a foster child may have
to a surrogate parent. 

Once a child is placed, a
child care assistant would be
assigned to routinely check
on the child at home and
school.

BAHAMIANS can look
forward to a four-way junc-
tion that offers a smoother
flow of traffic when the road-
works underway at the junc-
tion of Bamboo Boulevard
and East Street are complet-
ed.

Charlene Collie-Harris,
project engineer in the Pro-
ject Execution Unit (PEU) of
the Ministry of Public Works
and Transport explained that
the junction will be realigned
with Zion Boulevard to cause
a more “direct” movement of
traffic. 

Other improvements
include drainage works, side-
walks, curbing, new road con-
struction, new pavements and
proper street lighting.

The work is a continuation
of the New Providence Road
Improvement Project, a major
component of the New Prov-
idence Transport Programme
being funded by the Inter-
American Development
Bank and the government.
The project is managed by the
PEU of the Ministry of
Works.

Contract
The government signed a

$120 million contract with
Jose Cartellone Construc-
ciones Civiles of Argentina in
December of 2008 to com-
plete the project. 

The objectives of the pro-
ject are to improve the road
network by construction of
new road corridors, recon-
struct existing road corridors
and improve major intersec-
tions.  

Motorists can expect sec-
tions of the junction at East
Street and Bamboo Boule-
vard to be temporarily closed.
Those travelling south of East
Street are advised to use the
one lane traffic system and
those travelling northbound
should divert through Valen-
cia Drive and exit through

Zion Boulevard on to East
Street.

“We're asking the public to
exercise patience and co-oper-
ation and to plan their jour-
neys ahead of time. Traffic
would be backed up at times,
but the Police Station at
South Beach is assisting us to
ensure that traffic moves
smoothly,” Mrs Collie-Harris
said.

She said flyers have been
distributed to residents of the
area to inform them of the
roadworks. 

“We have gone door to
door in the local community
advising the public on what
will take place. We have also
partnered with the local police
to assist us in ensuring that
the traffic management
scheme is adhered to and we
are progressing towards infor-
mation meetings and radio
announcements to keep the
public informed,” she added.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.49 1.03 AML Foods Limited 1.17 1.15 -0.02 10,000 0.283 0.000 4.1 0.00%
10.75 9.90 Bahamas Property Fund 10.74 10.74 0.00 0.992 0.200 10.8 1.86%
7.00 5.77 Bank of Bahamas 5.90 5.90 0.00 0.244 0.260 24.2 4.41%
0.63 0.63 Benchmark 0.63 0.63 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
3.49 3.15 Bahamas Waste 3.15 3.15 0.00 0.168 0.090 18.8 2.86%
2.15 2.14 Fidelity Bank 2.37 2.37 0.00 0.055 0.040 43.1 1.69%
13.95 9.63 Cable Bahamas 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.406 0.250 7.1 2.50%
2.88 2.72 Colina Holdings 2.72 2.72 0.00 0.249 0.040 10.9 1.47%
7.00 5.00 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 7.00 7.00 0.00 0.419 0.300 16.7 4.29%
3.65 2.21 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.78 2.79 0.01 0.111 0.052 25.1 1.86%
2.55 1.32 Doctor's Hospital 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.627 0.080 4.1 3.14%
7.80 5.94 Famguard 6.49 6.49 0.00 0.420 0.240 15.5 3.70%
11.80 8.75 Finco 9.28 9.28 0.00 0.322 0.520 28.8 5.60%
10.45 9.80 FirstCaribbean Bank 9.99 9.99 0.00 0.631 0.350 15.8 3.50%
5.53 3.75 Focol (S) 4.77 4.77 0.00 0.326 0.150 14.6 3.14%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.30 0.27 Freeport Concrete 0.27 0.27 0.00 0.035 0.000 7.7 0.00%
6.13 5.00 ICD Utilities 5.59 5.59 0.00 0.407 0.500 13.7 8.94%
10.50 9.95 J. S. Johnson 9.95 9.95 0.00 0.952 0.640 10.5 6.43%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.156 0.000 64.1 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00 3

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Weekly Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: CLOSE 000.00 | YTD 00.00% | 2008 -12.31%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

Fidelity Over-The-Counter Securities

30 May 2013

29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE:242-323-2330 | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

7%

THURSDAY, 14 JANUARY 2010
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,565.41 | CHG -0.10 | %CHG -0.01 | YTD 0.03 | YTD % 0.00

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing b ases)
Maturity

19 October 20177%
Interest

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Weekly Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
14.60 7.92 Bahamas Supermarkets 10.06 11.06 14.00 -2.246 0.000 N/M 0.00%
8.00 6.00 Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 2.00 6.25 4.00 0.000 0.480 N/M 7.80%
0.54 0.20 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.35 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months Div $ Yield %
1.4387 1.3535 CFAL Bond Fund 1.4387 6.30 6.30
2.8869 2.8266 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.8869 -1.81 -1.81
1.5087 1.4336 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5071 0.08 5.23
3.3201 2.9343 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 3.1168 -7.94 -7.94
13.2400 12.6816 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.2400 4.93 5.90
103.9873 93.1999 CFAL Global Bond Fund 103.9873 3.41 3.41
101.7254 96.4070 CFAL Global Equity Fund 101.7254 5.52 5.52
1.0804 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.0804 4.32 5.26
1.0364 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.0269 -0.59 -0.19
1.0742 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.0742 3.56 4.42
9.5795 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund 

Principal Protected TIGRS, Series 1
9.5795 5.33 5.33

11.2361 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund 
Principal Protected TIGRS, Series 2

11.2361 12.36 12.36

7.7171 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 7.7171 40.05 40.05

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Dec-09

31-Dec-09

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Dec-09

31-Dec-09

31-Dec-09
8-Jan-10

31-Dec-09

MARKET TERMS

Colina Over-The-Counter Securities

BISX Listed Mutual Funds

31-Oct-09

31-Dec-09

31-Oct-09

NAV Date

31-Dec-09
31-Oct-09

31-Oct-09

Families needed to
provide foster homes

for older children

TRAFFIC at East Street and Bamboo Boulevard has been diverted as milling of the existing pavement is carried out to the junction.

East Street, Bamboo Boulevard
improvements are in progress

Le
tis

ha
 H

en
de

rs
on

/B
IS

Le
tis

ha
 H

en
de

rs
on

/B
IS

PICTURED are motorists travelling on East Street and Bamboo Boulevard near the Southeastern Police
Force station as temporary roadworks take place there.

Department of Social Services sends out plea

ministry of education officials,
representatives from the Par-
ent Teachers Association,
teachers, parents, and students
at Eight Mile Rock High. 

MPs Kenyatta Gibson and
Loretta Butler-Turner who are
also members of the Select
Committee were not present. 

The committee was appoint-
ed on April 29 of last year.
Work commenced several
months ago with the hearing of
testimony from senior govern-
ment officials in the Ministry
of Education and the Depart-
ment of Social Services. 

Mrs Hanna-Martin explained
that due to “bureaucratic hur-
dles” the committee was unable
to conduct hearings sooner here
in Grand Bahama, where most
of the witnesses reside.

“This is most regrettable as
we have been advised that the
parliament is to be prorogued
shortly and that all select com-
mittees, including the work of
this committee, must be com-
pleted by that the time,” she
said. Three teachers at Eight
Mile Rock High have been
accused of sexual misconduct.  

Last January, allegations con-
cerning two former male stu-
dents at the Eight Mile Rock
High were made public when
PTA officials called for the
removal of teacher Andre Bir-
bal.

Birbal, a Trinidadian teacher,
was removed from the school
and sent to New Providence,
where he was placed on proba-
tion pending investigations by
education officials there.

In February, Birbal resigned
and left the country after police
investigations were launched
into complaints filed by the vic-
tims. He was arrested by US
authorities in New York last
May, however, Bahamian
authorities are still awaiting his
extradition to the Bahamas.  

Since then, two other teach-
ers at the school — a man and
woman – have been accused of
sexual misconduct. Teacher
Edward Buchanan has already
been charged before the court. 

Mrs Hanna-Martin said the
committee has written to the
Attorney General inquiring as
to what steps are being taken to
procure the return of Andre
Birbal, who is wanted in the
Bahamas to face charges of sex-
ual offences relative to children
at Eight Mile Rock High
School and the status of any
proposed extradition proceed-
ings. “Despite the elapse of
almost four weeks, we have
received no response. It is
imperative that these victims of
the alleged sexual abuse see
that the alleged perpetrator is
brought to justice,” she said. 

“These allegations of sexual
abuse have stunned our entire
nation, with questions being
raised about the safety and pro-
tection of children; the work of
this committee is intended to
not only clarify the facts sur-
rounding the reporting proto-
cols and safety mechanisms in
place for our children, but to
make recommendations for the
future so that the facts sur-
rounding these events in which
it appears children were placed
at risk in a trusted environment
will never be reproduced,” she
said. Mr Thompson said that
the committee is bi-partisan
and members have pledged to
put aside politics.  

“We are all concerned about
what took place at EMRHS
and we are all concerned about
what is taking place at our
schools in the Bahamas,” he
said. He said the government
supports the Select Committee
and Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham has pledged to listen
to the recommendations. 

“We hope to have a produc-
tive day and hearing from as
many witnesses as possible. We
have to do a lot of work in a
short period of time and all
members are committed to
doing the work,” he said. 

Obie Wilchcombe com-
mended those individuals who
initially came forward to bring
attention to alleged sexual mis-
conduct at the school.    

“One of the significant devel-
opments that led to the forma-
tion of the committee was the
fact that there was a group of
young men who stood up and
took a very determined posi-
tion and wanted to bring some
attention to what was happen-
ing,” he said. 

“I applaud those men
because ordinarily some of
those men who have the Rasta-
farian faith would be discarded
and not considered to be mean-
ingful to society and not make a
valuable contribution. But the
truth is they were the ones who
took the initiatives and I am
very pleased with what they did
because it was only when they
took a stand that something
happened,” Mr Wilchcombe
said. Mrs Hanna-Martin said
their investigations would allow
the committee to also look at
procedure and protocols glob-
ally in the public school system.  

Inquiry
FROM page one
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By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

FOR the past 25 years, the
Ministry of Youth, Sports and
Culture has hosted the presti-
gious Father Marcian Peters
Invitational Basketball Tour-
nament.

And every year, the min-
istry has tried to improve on
the way they operate the
week-long event for primary
boys and girls, junior boys and
girls, intermediate boys and
senior girls.

New Minister of Youth,
Sports and Culture Charles
Maynard said he was pleased
with the way the tournament
has developed over the years.

“We cater to young ladies
and the very young men,
whereas the other tourna-
ments just cater to the senior
boys,” he said. “So this allows
those players who don’t get
the exposure to get it.”

Last year’s tournament,
held in December, was by far
the biggest and Maynard said
it was a special one because of
the 25th year and he congrat-
ulated all of the schools who
participated.

Yesterday at the Kendal
Isaacs Gymnasium, Maynard
and his sports staff presented
awards to all of the deserving

athletes in the respective divi-
sions.

One of those schools that
made an impact this year was
University School, who was
formed just this past year.

Head coach Henry Giddens
said he was really surprised
about their performance, con-
sidering that he felt the boys
had a lot more talent.

“We try to balance educa-
tion and sports to make them
a better student,” said Gid-
dens, who came over from St.
Augustine’s College to help
the school’s in their initial
tournament appearance.

“The boys had a lot more
talent and a lot more people,
but the girls did very well. I’m
now preparing the boys for
the Hugh Campbell, so
maybe they will get to show
the girls thart they can do it
too.”

Leading the attack for Uni-
versity School was Shanae
Armbrister, who was not only
named the Most Valuable
Player in the senior girls divi-
sion, but she also carted off
the most assists and most
points scored awards as well
as being named to the All-
tournament team.

“I was a little surprised the
way we played, but I knew I
had to put my best foot for-
ward,” said the shy 15-year-
old 6-foot-1 former student of

CC Sweeting. “For a team
that just been together, we
did very well. I’m very proud
of them.”

St. John’s College, who had
to play second fiddle to Uni-
versity School, made the final
in the senior girls division for
the first time and coach Her-
bie Brown said he was quite
pleased with their perfor-
mance.

“We had the championship
in our hand,” he said. “But
we just lost the game in the
last few minutes when we

missed a key lay-up that I
thought it should have been a
foul.

“Needless to say, we lost
the game, but it is what it is
and thank God that we made
it to the final. We just hope to
move on and become a better
team as a result of it.”

Repeating as champions in
the primary girls division was
no small feat for coach
Nekeno Demeritte and his
Temple Christian Suns.

Outstanding players of the
Father Marcian Peters
Tournament awarded

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

THE prestigious Hugh
Campbell Basketball Classic
is less than a month away, but
committee chairman Ricardo
Ferguson said they are still
concerned that the high
school teams are not comply-
ing with the rules.

Ferguson said the commit-
tee had set yesterday as the
deadline for teams to regis-
ter to participate in the tpour-
nament that will run from
February 15-22 at the Kendal
Isaacs Gymnasium.

“We’re planning, but right
now there is a stalling point
with the entries because the
committee is planning, but so

far we have only received
entries from three schools,”
he pointed out.

“Everybody keeps saying
that they are coming, they are
coming, but we need the
information to properly plan
and be ready for next
month.”

As a result of this tactic,
Fergyuson said they will have
no other choice, but to take
the first 32 teams that register
and go with that.

“If somebody gets left out,
that’;s their business because
they are making it difficult
for us as a committee,” he
said. “They are trying to hold
us hostage.

“I had a coach say to me
that ‘we need them. The tour-
nament is nothing without
them.’ If that’s the mentality

that they have, we will just
have to do what we have to
do.”

Ferguson said they are pro-
jecting a draw of 32 teams, but
if they don’t have that
amount, they are still prepared
to go ahead with whatever
number decide to sign up.

The tournament is consid-
ered to be the national senior
boys high school tournament
in the country. But Ferguson
said there’s no reason why
they should have to run
behind coaches to get their
rosters.

“I think it’s unfair and
these are people who are
leading young men,” he said.
“I don’t think they are doing
a very good job at this time.”

So far, Ferguson said they
have only had received

entries from Westminster, St.
John’s, RM Bailey and
Catholic High from Grand
Bahama.

“What could you do with
four teams, if this is the so
called national high school
tournament,” Ferguson said.
“It’s ridiculous. But we are
going ahead. We are not stop-
ping our plan.

“It’s unfortunate that we
are at this point. People have
been asking about the pools,
but we can’t even do the
pools without the teams. So
we are trying to avoid the late
entries to do the pools.”

The only difference in the
tournament this year, accord-
ing to Ferguson, is that they
will hold the opening cere-
monies at the host AF
Adderley Junior High School.

Ferguson: ‘High school teams are
not complying with the rules’

Harbour Island Jr Boys

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

THE Grand Bahama
Sporting Community suffered
a big loss on Thursday when
one of the bright young bas-
ketball players – Shaquille
Hinds – died during a prac-
tice session.

According to his coach
Norris Bain, the Tabernacle
Falcons was watching a girls’
game at the YMCA Gym, but
because it took so long, they
were told that they would not
be able to practice because
they were running into the
practice time for the Ross
University.

Bain, however, said he
asked to allow his team to just
workout until the university
players had arrived.

“Ten minutes hadn’t passed
when we started to run. In
fact, we didn’t get through the
running when Shaquille came
to the baseline and bend over
and I told him not to do that
because he wouldn’t be able
to breath,” Bain pointed out.

“One of the guys then said
‘help Shaquille’ and when the
guy reached over to help him,
he just fell and hit his head
and that was it.”

Although he received med-
ical assistant from two stu-
dents from a visiting college
out of the United States, he
was pronounced dead on
arrival at the Rand Memorial
Hospital.

Hinds, a 16-year-old 10th
grader, was the son of the late
former national team player
Anthony ‘Dunkin’ Hinds,
who died three years and the
brother of current national
team member Alonzo ‘CJ’
Hinds.

The younger Hinds came
off the bench for coach Bain,
but played a significant role
in their success.

“He was very promising
and he had that same kind of
shooting release as his
father,” Bain said. “He was
very promising. Everywhere
I took him, people were inter-
ested in him and talked about
his potential and what he
could become. He was really
good.”

Bain said Hinds’ death real-
ly hit home yesterday when
several counsellors came in
and talked to the student
body and the players on the
team.

“We had a lot of talking
with the kids today,” he said.
“It was a very touching
moment for us today.”

ZNS Sportscaster in Grand
Bahama, Ricardo Lightbourn
said Hines certainly had all
the tools to be another excit-
ing player to watch, just like
his father and brother.

“He’s a talented kid. He
has control of the floor and
he played just like his father,
Dunkin Hinds did,” Light-
bourn said. “He played with
ease and was very smooth.

“He had a potent jumper
like his brother, CJ, and he
nad some good moves to the
basket. Off the court, the kids
in school enjoyed his compa-
ny. He was open to people,
outgpoing and very friendly.
The sky was the limit for this
kid in terms of his talent. He
had all the tools.”

Bahamas Basketball Fed-
eration, in offering his con-
dolences to the family, said
the basketball community has
certainly lost yet another
young talented player.

“Master Hines life certain-
ly will not be in vain, but will
motivate others to embrace

Grand Bahama
athlete dies
during practice

Shaquille Hinds

SEE page 10

SEE page 10

Kyle Turnquest

More photos on pg 10
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FOOTBALL
ALLEN PARK, Mich. 
Associated Press

DETROIT Lions offensive
tackle Gosder Cherilus
(CHAIR-eh-luss) says his
grandmother and brother are
safe after the Haiti earth-
quake, but other extended
family members were killed.

He said Friday he felt help-
less when his mother called
him from their U.S. home to
tell him of the quake, and he
rushed from the gym to be
with her. Cherilus says he tried
to call his relatives but was
unable to get through.

He says all they could do
was worry until they heard
from them that his brother and
grandmother escaped injury.

Cherilus says he's starting
a foundation to aid quake
victims. The Lions say
they're donating $10,000 for
Haiti relief in the names of
three team members  of
Hait ian background —
Cherilus, Cliff Avril and
Louis Delmas.

Lions' Cherilus:
Grandma, brother
OK in Haiti 

MORE SCENES FROM THE FATHER MARCIAN PETERS AWARDS CEREMONY Letisha Henderson/Photos

Westminister Intermediate boys

Daniel Bullard

Shanae Armbrister

Edward Davis

University school senior girls

Temple Christian primary girls

the days we are given and
live our lives as the master
had told us, in preparation
for the meeting with Him,”
Hepburn stressed. “Young
and old we are to be pre-
pared for the inevitable.
Life is a gift. We are
encouraged to embrace it
and live in the expectation
of even a better life ahead.”

Hepburn said the federa-
tion grieve with his family.

“The lost of a son is hard
for anyone and so much
harder for a father who
loves his sons and shows
them the love and attention
that this father gave his
son,” Hepburn stated.

“Also to his mom and
siblings we say: ‘God will
give you strength in your
hour of need.’ To his
friends, Coach and  team-
mates, our prayers are with
you, continue to do well.”

GB athlete dies
during practice

FROM page nine

Fr Marcian Peters
Tournament awards

FROM page nine

“It was very competitive
in both the primary boys and
girls divisions,” Demeritte
said. “I’m just glad that we
came back and was able to
defend our title. The girls
really worked hard to defend
their title.”

While Demeritte was
named the coach of the
junior girls division, the MVP
went to Sade Smith.

And coach Donnie Cul-
mer said while he was
pleased that his St. Bede’s
Crushers also won the pri-
mary boys title, he was a lit-
tle disappointed that they
were overlooked for the pri-
mary girls third place.

After lodging a protest
with the organizers, the deci-
sion was made to take the
awards back from Yellow
Elder Primary and award
them to St. Bede’s.

“All in all, it was good,”
Culmer said. “I’m just glad
that we got our awards.”

Culmer was named the
primary boys’ coach of the
tournament and the MVP
went to Kyle ‘Flash’ Turn-
quest, who was also named
to the All-Tournament team.

Patricia ‘Patty’ Johnson
was named the coach of the
tourna,ment in the junior
girls as her HO Nash
LKionbs dominated in
repeating as champions. 

And Kalicia Laing was the
top performer for the Lions
and indeed the tournament
taking the most assists, most
rebounds, most steals, sports-
manship, most points and
MVP along with All-Tour-
nament honor.

Harbour Island was the
only team pout of New Prov-
idence to come to town to
receive their award. They
won the junior boys title.
Edward Davis was the MVP
and he also took the male
sportsman award and was
named to the All-Tourna-
ment team.
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probably will be six months with a requirement to report to Immi-
gration (officials) in three months time." 

The length of the temporary status will be determined by Gov-
ernment as the situation in Haiti evolves, he said. 

"This for me is priority and this must be done expeditiously," said
Immigration Director Jack Thompson, who could not immedi-
ately say when the Haitian detainees would be released. 

Initial reaction from the Haitian community on the Govern-
ment's plan was positive. 

"I think that's very good that's helping because right now if
you look at the situation in Haiti, we do not receive commercial
flights, the priorities right now is the relief flights. We do not have
commercial flights now and I think that the decision of the gov-
ernment here is we welcome that because that is going to help us,"
said Haitian Ambassador to the Bahamas Louis Harold Joseph. 

"I think that would be a commendable gesture given the fact that
the whole world is watching — if the Bahamas does not do the right
thing it will not look good," said Haitian-Bahamian attorney
Elizier Regnier. 

Jetta Baptiste, head of the Haitian Bahamian Society in Grand
Bahama, said: "We want to say thanks you to (Government) for
their wisdom in releasing all the Haitian detainees. Their families
and God appreciate it." 

For some Bahamians, concerned with the strain of illegal immi-
grants on public health and education systems, Government's
plan is seen as problematic. 

One Defence Force officer questioned how well Government will
be able to monitor the immigrants and repatriate them once the sit-
uation in Haiti improves, because "the Bahamas done slack so they
don't have no way to track nobody."

"You don't just give people status because they have crisis, you
try to hold them until things get better. I sorry I even vote FNM
because what he (Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham) talking is
foolishness. They contradicting what they trying to do at Immi-
gration. "When they get sorted, the rest who inside Haiti will try to
get here because the Bahamas giving status," said the angry pub-
lic servant. The debate raged on popular social networking website
Facebook and on The Tribune's website. 

As for what will happen to the released detainees, Immigration
officials are confident that most of them will be taken care of by
friends, family or church leaders in the Haitian community. 

Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham has said he does not expect an
influx of immigrants from Haiti in the aftermath of the quake,
explaining that most Haitians who migrate to the Bahamas come
from northern Haiti, and not Port-au-Prince, near the quake's
epicentre. He told the media that a different course of action,
which he did not specify, would be applied to new Haitian immi-
grants. 

Detainee plan
sparks debate and compassion shown by Bahamians

wanting to assist and had their youngest
donor ever yesterday.

Zara Robinson, three, a St Andrews pre-
school student, was so moved by the plight
of those suffering in the aftermath of the
earthquake she took it upon herself to go to
her closet and pick out clothes to donate,
including her favourite pair of pink and
white polka-dot shoes.

But in order to send the goods a 40ft
container and packing boxes  are needed to
pack the load to be sent on a ship ready to
take the delivery to Haiti as soon as space
becomes available at the Haitian port.

The charity is also appealling for dona-
tions of canned food and bottled water, as
well as manual can openers, plastic cups,
paper plates and paper towels to help feed

the hundreds of thousands left homeless
in Haiti and any refugees who may arrive in
Inagua.

Hygiene products are also needed, par-
ticularly for women and children, as well as
First Aid and medical supplies, sanitisers,
bandages and plasters.

Bedding is also crucial, and donations
of clothing which should be clean and in
good condition.

All goods are being stored in the two-
storey Red Cross warehouse where space is
extremely limited as the warehouse eleva-
tor is currently out of action.

Anyone in the community who is skilled
in elevator repair is asked to step forward
to assess the problem and assist if possi-
ble as a way of aiding the relief effort.

Volunteers are needed to sort through,
organise and pack the donated goods and a
meeting will be held on Monday at 6pm
for anyone interested in donating their time

to the cause. And First Aid training for
volunteers and anyone interested in learn-
ing will be held at the Red Cross at 9am
today.

Donations can be taken to the Red Cross
headquarters in JFK Drive or Destinations
travel agencies in Shirley Street, Carmichael
Road, Cable Beach, Lyford Cay and the
Mall at Marathon, as well as Freeport,
North Eleuthera, Long Island and Exuma.
Drop boxes for donations are also located
at the College of the Bahamas, Quality
Auto in Shirley Street, Le Petit Gourmet
cafe in the Shirley Street Plaza. 

Financial donations can be paid into the
Red Cross Haiti Relief Fund at the Royal
Bank of Canada account number 05165
2893865.
A Red Cross hotline opened today to

answer any questions from the public in
relation to the Haitian disaster relief. 
Contact the Red Cross on 380-2222.

Donations pour in to help victims

from the bullets that penetrated the front door. 
The injured security officer was taken to

Rand Memorial Hospital, where is detained in
serious condition. 

ASP Mackey said the gunman was described
as being 6'1"-6'2" tall, between 190-200lbs.
He was wearing a light blue long sleeve hood-
ed jacket and a long faded blue pants.

Anyone with information that can assist
police with their investigations is asked to call
350-3107/8, 352-9774/5 or 911.

Shooting victim in
serious condition

maine Deal.
Mr Deal, 22, of North Mastic Point, was

found shot to death in a green Nissan Sentra
by the roadside in Mastic Point.

Mackey was not required to enter a plea to
the charge and was remanded to Her
Majesty’s Prison.   The case was adjourned to
January 26 in Court 10, Nassau Street, for a
fixture hearing.

Man charged with murder

more weeks before he learns what his
sentence will be.

Sweeting was back before Senior
Justice Anita Allen yesterday for a
sentencing hearing. 

According to probation officer
Matrena Carey, he has expressed no
remorse over the incident and still
denies he ever committed the offence. 

Sweeting’s attorney Mario Gray
told the court his client had spent a
considerable amount of time in and
out of jail and asked the court to note
that he had been in custody since his
arrest. 

Lead Prosecutor Sandra Dee Gar-
dener noted, however, that Sweeting

had been on bail during his trial. 
Gray said that Sweeting had only

been granted bail in December 2008.
Mr Gray said that he has been in
Sandilands and last December
attempted suicide. 

Mr Gray said Sweeting was released
from Sandilands on January 8. He said
that in light of this, a psychiatric report
may be best. 

The prosecution did not object to
the idea, and Senior Justice Allen
ordered a psychiatric report on Sweet-
ing. The matter was adjourned to
March 16.

In his unsworn statement during
his trial Sweeting had claimed that it
was the complainant who had made
sexual advances to him. 

FROM page one

FROM page one

Psychiatric test ordered in
unnatural intercourse case
FROM page one

FROM page one

FROM page one
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