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Disaster in

HAITI
n Haiti devastated by huge earthquake
n Death toll could be at least 100,000
n Haitians in Bahamas fear for loved ones

I pray 
for my
family FULL SCALE

OF TRAGEDY
REVEALED ON
PAGES 6-13

TANEKA THOMPSON 
& NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporters

THE Haitian community
in the Bahamas came to a
standstill yesterday as they
waited to hear from loved
ones on the earthquake-torn
island.

The estimated death toll
from Tuesday’s catastrophe
range from 100,000 to 500,000
but those figures remained
unconfirmed up to press time. 

At a magnitude of 7.0, the
quake registers as the worst in
Haiti in 200 years. 

Several news sources are
reporting Carrefour — a
largely residential and very
poor district in the capital
Port-au-Prince — to be the
worst zone in the disaster. 

Alouidor Presley, a Hait-
ian resident in the Bahamas,
was emotional as he spoke
about being unable to con-
tact his five-year-old daughter
and wife in Carrefour. 

As a coastal community,
Carrefour has previously
been vulnerable to flooding.
It is close to the epicenter of
the quake that struck 10-miles
south-west of Haiti’s capital. 

“I can’t think about what
happened, I more want to
pray. I really, really feel bad.
I am prepared to go home. I
care for my family and my
friends,” said Jonas Pierre, a
carpenter, who has been liv-
ing in the Bahamas for six
years. 

Both of Mr Pierre’s parents
and his friends live in Port-
au-Prince, most of them are
located in Carrefour. Pierre
spoke with his mother on
Tuesday afternoon before the
earthquake struck. In the
casual conversation he said
she was completely unaware
of the impending strike. 

The United Nations con-
firmed yesterday 14 of their
workers died in the quake.
Over 100 workers are still
unaccounted for. Their head-
quarters also sustained dam-
age, along with the Red Cross
headquarters and the Oxfam
International building. They
also reported one of the main
prisons collapsed, with
inmates escaping.

Schools and hospitals col-
lapsed across the disaster
zone, including three Doctor’s

RIGHT: Alouidor Presley, a Hait-
ian resident in the Bahamas, has
been unable to contact his five-
year-old daughter and wife in Haiti.

BELOW: People gather outside of
Haiti's National Palace which was
damaged by the earthquake in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti. (AP)

SEE page 14

By PAUL G 
TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@
tribunemedia.net

IN the event of an
influx of illegal migrants
to the Bahamas due to
the earthquake in Haiti,
the Director of Immigra-
tion Jack Thompson
assured the country that
the necessary “contin-
gency plans” have
already been put in place.

Holding an emergency
meeting yesterday with
Immigration Minister
Branville McCartney and

By TANEKA 
THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@
tribunemedia.net 

THE earthquake that
rocked Haiti is a major set-
back to the redevelopment
of its meagre economy and
tourism industry, said a
human rights activist. 

Elizier Regnier, a
Bahamian attorney of Hait-
ian descent, described how
the country was regaining
stability after years of tur-
moil.

He said: "It's really a
tragedy given the fact that
there was some recent
progress in the country,
especially with the tourism
industry.

“There was a sense of sta-
bility in Port-au-Prince.

Contingency plans
‘already in place’
for any possible
influx of migrants

SEE page 13

Earthquake 
is a ‘major 
setback’ for
Haiti’s economy

SEE page 15

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

WHILE noting that the judiciary is often
the target of public criticism, Chief Justice
Sir Michael Barnett said yesterday that
much of the criticism is born out of a mis-
understanding of a judge’s function.

During his speech at a ceremony mark-
ing the opening of the Supreme Court’s

legal year, Sir Michael also noted some of
the scrutiny is also born out of “pure mis-
chief.”  

He acknowledged that his own appoint-
ment as Chief Justice last August was not
without controversy and assured Bahami-
ans that he would continue to execute his
judicial responsibilities to the best of his
ability.

“Although my appointment was not
without some controversy, I trust that my

service over the past four months has
demonstrated my fidelity to the judicial
oath I took to do right to all manner of
persons after the laws of the Bahamas with-
out fear or favour, affection or ill will,” Sir
Michael said.

“We are often the subject of public crit-
icism, much of it born out of a misunder-
standing of the nature of our judicial

Much of criticism of judiciary ‘born out of misunderstanding’

SEE page 15
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By NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporter
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net

A GROUP of officers at
the Wulff Road police station
are being accused of violently
beating and giving an electric
shock to a suspect who they
suspected of being involved
in an incident of petty theft –
before releasing him without
charge or explanation.

Barry McPhee Jr said he
was arrested by the police on
Friday while walking on
Andros Avenue, off East
Street. He said the police
claimed to have a warrant for
his arrest from January 2009,
when he was accused of steal-
ing an LG Shine cell phone.
Mr McPhee claims he pur-
chased the phone from a

street vendor.  
His family claims the police

are inconsistent about the
details of the robbery, origi-
nally stating the stolen phone
was taken during a house rob-
bery and later that it was
stolen from a woman walking
in the vicinity of St Barnabas
Anglican Church.

It is claimed that the
woman who owned the stolen
phone is related to one of the
officers allegedly involved in
the beating, Mr McPhee’s
family claims.

His mother, Sharon
McPhee, said: “They wrapped
Saran (plastic) wrap around
his head. They taped his
mouth, handcuffed his hands
behind his back, threw water
on him and shocked him with
a live wire connected to a car

battery.” She added that the
police could not produce any
documentation to prove there
was a charge against her son
or warrant for his arrest.

Mr McPhee said he filed an
official complaint on Tuesday
at the Complaints and Cor-
ruption’s Unit, naming the
two policemen attached to the
station and two Central Intel-
ligence Division (CID) offi-
cers he claims were involved.

“I asked them to show me a
statement, show me the files.
They had nothing. They told
us to bring the money for the
phone and everything gonna
be cool. They said, ‘Don’t car-
ry it any further than this or
else it gone be a case and they
gone be on him again’,” said
Mrs McPhee.

“I feel if you don’t bring
them out in the open they will
come in your house and kill
you. This is bribery and I said
that at the station,” she said. 

Mrs McPhee said one offi-
cer involved in the beating
told her and her husband to
bring $450  to the station yes-
terday at 3pm in order to set-
tle the incident. Her husband
agreed to do so, after negoti-
ating to bring the figure down
to $350, because he did not
want any further problems
with the police.

“The officer said: ‘You
mean I could put my job on
the line until 3pm Wednes-
day?’ If I have anything to do
with it, (my father) is not car-
rying in that money,” said
Latoya McPhee, sister of the
victim. She captured digital
video of the scars on her
brother’s neck and back.

During his detention, Mrs
McPhee said she went to the
police station daily. She said
officers would not allow her
to see her son, or give him
food and a blanket. She said

they insulted her repeatedly,
causing her to engage in a
“big row” with them.

Despite what could have
been considered disruptive
behaviour, interfering with
police business and using
indecent language, she said
the police did not arrest her
because they had no records
on her son and it may have
complicated the matter.

Mr McPhee said he was
originally taken to the
Coconut Grove Police Station
on Friday and then trans-
ferred to the Wulff Road
Police Station. He said the
beating took place on Sunday
night, the day before he was
released.

“They tied wire around
his neck. They kicked him
in his mouth, beat him with
the leg of a wooden chair or
table. A fat officer from the
CID walked on his back,
was standing on his fingers,”
Mrs McPhee alleged.

“They don’t  have any
records. They didn’t sign
any bail. They just let him
out on Monday. It is like
they think you stupid, just
because they have your son
lock up. I heard about things
like this happening before
and now this prove to me
that it really happens,” she
said, referring to an incident
several  years ago at the
South Beach Police Station,
when a mother of a detained
suspect claimed police bru-
tality in connection with the
death of her son.

Supt A Greenslade, offi-
cer in charge of the Wulff
Road station, said he had no

knowledge of the incident.
He was transferred to that
station on Tuesday.

Superintendent Stephanie
Dermit was the officer in
charge at the time of the
reported incident. She is
now with the Mobile Patrol
Division. One of the officers
allegedly involved in the
incident was transferred this
week to another police sta-
tion.

“Once they went to the

Complaints and Corrup-
tion’s Unit they did the right
thing. It cannot be discussed
outside of that, particularly
if the discussion might cause
a conflict. I can say we take
every allegation of abuse
very seriously. 

“We do not condone offi-
cers abusing their authority
or abusing members of the
public,” said Hulan Hanna,
Assistant Commissioner of
Police.
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Police accused of beating,
giving suspect electric shock

MARKS ON THE back of Barry McPhee Jr who alledged he was
beaten by police. 

 



THE fledgling National
Development Party is calling
on all those who wish to con-
test the Elizabeth by-election
to take part in a nationally
televised debate.

The NDP contends that the
established political parties
lack the imagination and
political will necessary to
maximise the social, cultural,
economic and political poten-
tial of the Bahamas and that
their internal party cultures
are “strongly opposed to voic-
es of dissent.”

At a press conference held
yesterday, NDP chairman Dr
Andre Rollins said: “The
National Development Party
believes that this by-election
provides a perfect opportuni-
ty for our nation to usher in a
new era in Bahamian politics,
characterised by the deepen-
ing and maturing of our
democracy.

“Therefore, we call on the
media, the constituents of
Elizabeth and patriotic
Bahamians everywhere to
demand that all political par-
ties mandate the participation
of their candidates in a
nationally televised By-Elec-
tion Debate held one week
prior to the date of the Eliza-
beth by-election.”       

Dr Rollins said Bahamians
should remember those they
elect are being given power
to create laws and policies
that will shape the economic,
social and cultural future of
the country.

He said voters cannot
expect that they will learn
enough about these candi-
dates by reading their press
releases or listening to their

speeches – as these are in fact
written by someone else.

“The National Develop-
ment Party believes that can-
didates must be tested before
a live audience, with a diverse
range of questions they
haven’t been given in
advance, thereby allowing
voters the opportunity to
make an informed decision at
the polls,” he said.

The NDP chairman also
called for more transparency
in campaign financing, noting
that while elections cost mon-
ey, “not all costs are legiti-
mate and not all are borne by
the candidate or their political
party.”

He said all politicians need
to be accountable for the
money they receive and
spend.

“Recognising this impera-
tive, the National Develop-
ment Party is declaring here
today that we will spend no
more than $18,500 to contest
the Elizabeth by-election,” Dr
Rollins said. “We believe that
the campaign budget esti-
mates given by other politi-
cal parties are both outra-
geous and obscene and that
such astronomical figures beg
the question: How exactly are
these hundreds of thousands
and millions of dollars being
spent?

“Due to rampant fears that
this by-election will be about
buying votes – a major threat
to the strength of any democ-
racy – we strongly urge all
political parties to make this
election an exercise in trans-
parency and fair play, by mak-
ing full declarations of their
campaign budgets before, and

final campaign expenditures
after, the Elizabeth by-elec-
tion.”

He added that should the
financial contributions
received by his party exceed
$18,500, the NDP will donate
the surplus to the Red Cross’
Earthquake Recovery and
Relief Efforts in Haiti.

PLP chairman Bradley Roberts said
he believes his party’s candidate in the
up-coming by-election is “uniquely suit-
ed for the times with a broad appeal to
the people of Elizabeth”.

Mr Roberts said in a statement that
Ryan Pinder believes in “people first”
and the concerns of the common man.
He said the candidate has a “commit-
ment to comprehensive national health
care for all people regardless of their
ability to pay.”

He said: “The Progressive Liberal Par-
ty is very confident of the political con-
tribution of Mr Pinder. At present, he is
a member of both the leadership and
National General Council, and is a serv-
ing vice chair of the party. Mr Pinder
also serves as the co-chair of the PLP’s
committee on foreign relations and for-
eign trade.

“The Progressive Liberal Party is
proud to announce that whenever the
by-election is called in Elizabeth, the
standard bearer for the PLP will be L
Ryan Pinder.

Exhaustive
“The PLP came by this decision after

a long, exhaustive, democratic, and trans-
parent selection process at both the con-
stituency and national levels within the
party.”

L Ryan Pinder, JD, LLM, LEC, a cer-
tified United States tax attorney licensed
to practise law in both the United States
of America and the Bahamas, was born

on New Providence on September 13,
1974 to Mr L Marvin B Pinder and Nan-
cy S Pinder.

“Ryan is rooted in the PLP as his
father, Marvin Pinder, was a member of
parliament for the Malcolm Creek (1987-
1992) and St Johns' constituencies. He
was also a member of Sir Lynden Pin-
dling's Cabinet as the minister of local
government and Family Island Affairs.”

Ryan Pinder attended Queen’s Col-
lege and St Andrews School in Nassau
before attending high school in New

York at the Stony Brook School. Mr Pin-
der received his tertiary education at the
University of Miami where he earned a
Bachelors of Business Administration in
International Finance and Marketing; a
Masters of Business Administration in
Finance; a Juris Doctor Law degree; and
a LLM in International Taxation. 

After practising law in the United
States for several years, Mr Pinder
returned home to Nassau.

n MORE BY-ELECTION
NEWS ON PAGE 5
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NDP calls for
contestants 
to take part
in televised

debate

PLP chairman hails 
by-election candidate

X
ELIZABETH
B Y - E L E C T I O N

Bradley Roberts says Ryan Pinder has
‘broad appeal’ to Elizabeth people

RYAN PINDER

CALL FOR POLITICAL ACCOUNTABILITY: The NDP at yesterday’s press conference.

National Development Party says candidates must be tested before live audience

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

              



EDITOR, The Tribune.

In my humble view, a law
needs to be passed in The
Bahamas requiring that the
names of the fathers of all chil-
dren be placed on birth certifi-
cates at birth.

Doesn’t it take both mother
and father to produce a child?
Why then is it only the mother’s
name that is on such a majority
of the birth certificates of chil-
dren born in this country? Isn’t
this practice assisting, reinforc-
ing, enabling the culture of irre-
sponsible and reckless produc-
tion of children in the nation?
Haven’t we realised that as a
people, we must find ways to
hold our parents accountable
for irresponsible parenting? I
contend that this is one of the
first ways to do so.

First, there are the men who
find the present legal situation
convenient and suitable to their
irresponsible sexual lifestyle.
These are the men who are
married. They then have other
children outside of the marriage
with women who are their mis-
tresses or with whom they are
having a “fling.” They produce
these children, many times
unintentionally, and then make
it clear that the children are not
to have their names because
they do not want to be identi-
fied as the father. They do not
want the public to know that
they have been unfaithful to
their wives or worse yet, that
they were not careful while they
were having their sexual plea-

sures. Some of these men sup-
port the women and children
financially while some cut them
off completely and want noth-
ing to do with them.

Second in this group are the
men who are not married and
they have no intention of hav-
ing any woman tie them down
in a committed relationship.
They want to have their free-
dom and they want to have free
sex, so they roam from avail-
able woman to available
woman and they move on.
They do not care whether a
child is produced after they
would have had their fill of
pleasure. They want no respon-
sibility. They do not want any
mothers or children laying
claim to their person or money.

Third in this group are the
woman who, having reached a
certain age where they fear that
they are no longer marketable
in the marriage market, decide
that they are going to find a
man, have sex with him so that
they can have a child. It does
not matter that the man has no
commitment to them; what is
important is to produce a child.
So the man is carefully chosen,
for his looks, for his intellect or
his pedigree. The man some-
times might be cooperative in
this venture, or if not, then he is
seduced. One way or the other,
these women get their desired

sperm.
The fourth group are the

women who sleep with different
men at the same time. They use
their bodies as a means of
financial support. So they get
money from each of the men
with whom they sleep. When a
baby is born, she says to each of
the men that she needs each of
them to support the child. The
men do not know this strategy.
Each man thinks he is the
father. It is quite suitable for
her not to have the father
named on the birth certificate.

There is a common theme
that runs through the reason
for all these persons not wanti-
ng the father named on a child’s
birth certificate. It is selfishness.
No one in these groups thinks
about the impact that such an
act will have on the child.

The suffering from this prac-
tice of selfishness, of not nam-
ing fathers and of not legally
acknowledging the paternity of
our children, is producing hav-
oc and untold suffering on our
country. It is doing damage to
us in the production of angry,
bitter people who act out this
anger in criminality.

I pray that change will take
place in this nation, that even as
the prophet Malachi says, that
the “hearts of the fathers will be
turned to the children, and the
hearts of the children to their
fathers.”

JERRY ROKER
Nassau,
January 11, 2010 
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WHETHER  the globe is warming or
whether we are moving into another ice age,
no one can be certain. However, there is at
least one thing on which we can all agree —
the world is changing.

Arctic weather that has blown further
south than usual and is lasting longer than
before is throwing the world into turmoil.
Does anyone remember a cold spell lasting
as long as this — one or two days maybe, but
the consistent cold in the north, which keeps
a chill over our southern regions is telling us
something. Ocean tides are visibly rising
around our island chain, and yesterday’s
earthquake that decimated Haiti and
shocked Bahamians for a few hours into
believing that a tsunami might take us out,
has certainly set many people thinking seri-
ously about climate change and how our
world is shedding its old skin and putting
on a new one. Is it a natural transformation,
or a man-made change, or a bit of both?
That is now the question.

Between 1550 and 1850, the Earth expe-
rienced what came to be known as the “little
ice age.” Temperatures in the northern
regions steadily plunged.

In recording the “World’s Worst Histor-
ical Disasters”, Chris McNab’s Amber Books
reports that the controversy as to what
caused the “little ice age” has not been set-
tled, but the accepted theory is that there was
a general decrease in solar activity due to
increased global volcanic eruptions, which so
clouded the atmosphere that the sun could
not penetrate through to the Earth.

As the winters lengthened and got colder,
it is reported that there were occasions when
residents could walk across New York har-
bour from Manhattan to Staten Island, and
there was ice skating on London’s Thames.

The flow of ocean currents changed.
Starting in the 13th century, pack ice began
advancing southwards in the North Atlantic
as did glaciers in Greenland.

Today observers are saying that what is
more noteworthy about our current cold
snap is its duration.

“Typical south Florida cold snaps last
about 2-3 days before winds switch to an
easterly direction and blow warmer Atlantic
air across the region,” said the climate
report. “However, our current weather pat-
tern is what is referred to as a ‘blocking pat-
tern’. This means that weather systems that
typically move from west to east at fairly

regular intervals are instead remaining in
place for several days. A strong low pressure
system over northern New England and east-
ern Canada is being ‘blocked’ by a large
high pressure system near Greenland. This in
turn is creating a stationary high pressure
system over the western U.S. and Canada.
The result of this blocked flow is an unin-
terrupted and prolonged flow of air from
the Arctic region of Canada southward over
the eastern two-thirds of the country, includ-
ing Florida.”

In 1315 as a result of the “little ice age”,
1.5 million people died in Europe, the result
of famine. The cold shortened the growing
season for crops. It not only reduced avail-
able crops, but the seeds for the planting of
new crops the following year. The freezing
cold and lack of grazing lands also killed
the cattle.

People today are so concerned about cli-
mate change, and the  increase in oil prices
that regardless of the discord at Copen-
hagen’s recent climate conference, individ-
uals are making their own decisions — and
the market is directing those decisions.

In November, for example, James Lentz,
president and CEO of Toyota, said that Toy-
ota is taking a completely new approach to
its products. In his company’s view there is
only “10 to 12 more years” left for oil.

“I think,” he said, “there is no question
that oil is going to be more expensive. Our
model for future energy is that we’ll proba-
bly see a peak in oil sometime around the
next decade — so whether its 2017 or 2020
it’s going to be sometime in that neighbour-
hood.” And it is this view, he said, that is
“driving our solutions to what will be driving
our future vehicles.”

As the “world demand exceeds the world
supply,” said Mr Lentz, “the cost of gasoline
for cars will be prohibitively expensive,
which may make it more feasible for bat-
teries and new generation batteries to be
more accepted — it probably also brings
into play natural gas because we have also
studied, and we think natural gas is a clean
source and it’s relatively easy to convert
vehicles to natural gas.”

And so, Copenhagen or no Copenhagen,
future generations  can probably look for-
ward to breathing clean air and living on a
less polluted planet — hopefully one that is
neither too hot, nor too cold. 

Fathers’ names
should be put on 
birth certificates
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As the world turns – it’s getting cold
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

In the December 31, 2009 edition of The Tri-
bune on page four was a letter from one Captain
H Bain questioning the reason for the absence of
the Royal Governor in the reception party on the
tarmac to greet President John F Kennedy on his
arrival to the Bahamas in 1962. The Editor’s
answer was not specific and failed to clarify his
concern. Why was he not there?

The Bahamas at that time was a colonial ter-
ritory, The Royal Governor was the personal
representatives of HM Queen Elizabeth II and
his presence there would have been a serious
breach of protocol. President Kennedy was not
here on a state or Official visit and that being the
case, he would have been met by the senior mem-
ber of the Executive Council. That Guard of
Honour was a courtesy extended by the govern-
ment. The purpose of the president’s visit was to
attend a conference of Heads of Government of
the USA, Great Britain and Canada. Prime Min-
ister Harold Macmillan, represented Great
Britain and John Deifenbaker represented Cana-
da. The only part played by the Bahamas gov-
ernment was to supply perimeter security for the
venue — Lyford Cay — and that lot fell to yours
truly. Leslie Cates was the guard commander
for the parade, he was an Assistant Superinten-
dent of Police and not Inspector. Cates served in
the Royal Marines and was boatsman to Major
General Sir Robert Neville. When he (Neville)
became Royal Governor of the Bahamas, he
secured a position on the Bahamas Police Force
for him (Cates) as Drill Instructor with the rank
of Inspector.

He rose to the rank of Superintendent and

was given command of the Northern Bahamas,
but not being a policeman he soon ran into trou-
ble. In 1966, L O Pindling was leading a demon-
stration on a street opposite the Magistrate’s
Court in Freeport. John Bailey, an Irishman, was
the Magistrate. He (Bailey) ordered the arrest of
the protestors, including the leader of H M’s
Loyal opposition, one Lynden Oscar Pindling,
M P for South Andros. Cates carried out the
order without question.

They were later released without charge. In
1967 Pindling became Premier, and as the saying
goes, Bush crack man gone, Bailey and Cates
became former residents of the Bahamas. Thus
began the rapid exit of expat police officers from
the RBPF. Cates was the commander officer of
Mobile Division and I was his second in com-
mand, he was never a pilot. The term Air Wing
was a reference to the men who rode shot gun to
the pilots who were contracted to do weekly aer-
ial reconnaissance of this archipelago called the
Bahamas.

At the conclusion of the conference, three
ever-green trees were planted at the junction of
Blake (Burma Road) road and West Bay Street
in commemoration of the occasion. The airport
road was named in President Kennedy’s hon-
our. Sir Robert Stapledon was the Royal Gov-
ernor, Stapledon Gardens (sub-division) was
named in his honour. There are only two stunted
replicas of the trees still standing, one died, and
due to the lack of care, the others are just barely
alive.

ERRINGTON W I WATKINS
Nassau,
January, 2009.

President Kennedy’s 1962 visit to Bahamas

              



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport
Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Many
Haitians in Grand Bahama
are devastated and desper-
ately trying to find out
whether their relatives in
Haiti are alive.

“Everybody is devastat-
ed,” said Jetta Baptiste.
“Everybody has been pray-
ing and watching the news
on Facebook trying to fol-
low what is going on, trying
to get any bit of informa-
tion out of Haiti.”

Ms Baptiste has not been
able to make contact with
her two nephews who live
in Port-au-Prince.

“I have been making
calls up to 3am Wednesday
and haven’t been able to
speak with anyone, so the
not knowing is what is most
frightening,” she said. 

Ms Baptiste, president of
the Haitian Bahamian Soci-
ety of Grand Bahama, con-
tacted a friend in Haiti

immediately after learning
news of the quake. 

“On Tuesday I was able
to make one call and get
through to one person. He
was okay but he couldn’t
find his family.

“You could tell the pain,
the horror and frustration.
Every emotion that you
could think of you could
feel it coming through the
phone line from this young
man.

“He is an attorney and
he is concerned about his
family and I have not been
able to speak with him
since,” she said.

Ms Baptiste said the
Haitian community, as well
as Bahamian families with
relatives in Haiti, are
shocked and saddened by
the tragedy.

“Everybody is in shock.
They can’t hear from their
families and they are con-
cerned.”

Ms Baptiste said the
Haitian Bahamian Society
would like to make special
appeal for relief donations
for those suffering in Haiti.  

“We need financial and
medical assistance. Medical
supplies, building materials
and supplies, water, and
non-perishable food items,
clothing, and baby supplies
are needed.

“We need all the help we
can get, but most of all we
need prayer. 

“We need to pray for
Haiti because the after-
shocks are still going on,”
she said.  
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Haitians on Grand
Bahama devastated
after earthquake

NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporter
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net

THE Archbishop of Port-au-
Prince, Monsignor Joseph
Serge Miot, died on Tuesday
in the earthquake that devas-
tated Haiti. 

The Archdiocese of Nassau
expressed its condolences over
the loss of a fellow brother in
the Episcopacy, as well as the
death of Haitians across the dis-
aster zone.

“On behalf of our Archdio-
cese of Nassau I wish to express
our deep sadness and prayer-
ful solidarity with our brothers
and sisters in Haiti who are suf-
fering as a result of the devas-
tating earthquake experienced
yesterday.  

“We share the grief as well

with our Haitian brothers and
sisters living here in the
Bahamas,” said Archbishop
Patrick Pinder, who never met
his Haitian counterpart. 

“This horrendous natural dis-
aster calls us to respond both
with the compassion of our
prayers and material support,”
he said.

A special collection will be
taken up on two consecutive
Sundays at all Catholic church-
es in Nassau to assist the people
of Haiti.

“We here in the Catholic
community would like to
express our solidarity with the
people of Haiti and we are cur-
rently preparing to do our part
to offer whatever relief we are
able to offer. We hold them in
our prayers,” Archbishop Pin-
der said. 

Catholic Archdiocese saddened
by death of Haitian bishop

Monsignor Joseph Serge Miot (AP)

Disaster in

HAITI
JETTA BAPTISTE

 



THE PLP has decided to
postpone today’s rally in
light of the emergency situ-
ation in Haiti.

The party had planned to
hold the rally to officially
introduce Ryan Pinder, the
PLP’s candidate for the Eliz-
abeth by-election.

Party leader Perry
Christie issued a statement
yesterday saying that the
party decided to reschedule
the event, “given the enor-
mity of the tragedy that is
unfolding in our sister nation
to the south.”

He said: “Having taken
stock of the events in Haiti,
I extend heartfelt condo-
lences to the Haitian people
on the deaths of so many in
Haiti following yesterday’s
tragic earthquake in Port au
Prince. I am deeply moved
by it. The picture of the
Presidential Palace, a place
where I paid an official visit
in 2004, and the destruction
of that building is symbolic
of the damage inflicted on
Haiti.”

Mr Christie said all mem-
bers of the PLP are watch-
ing the developments in
Haiti with keen interest.

Mobilise
“We are, of course, con-

cerned about the loss of life,
the survivability of the peo-
ple and the ability of the
Haitian government to func-
tion effectively. We have
encouraged the government
of the Bahamas to lead to a
CARICOM wide effort to
mobilise resources to assist
Haiti. We think the
Bahamas ought to lead the
way,” the PLP leader said.

He added: “It is also
incumbent upon the gov-
ernment to continually brief
the Bahamian people on the
security implications for our
country and how this is like-
ly to affect migration from
Haiti to this country. A
word ought to be said about
our diplomats if any in Haiti.

“We are grateful to God
for sparing our nation, par-
ticularly our family and
friends in Inagua and the
other south-eastern islands,
the full impact of this cata-
strophe. I have asked our
internal committee of the
PLP to convene an early

meeting with other non-gov-
ernmental organisations,
particularly Church bodies,
to see what we can together
do to raise funds to assist

where possible.” Mr Christie
urged all Bahamians to con-
tinue to pray for their fel-
low CARICOM citizens in
Haiti. 
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PLP postpones rally in wake of disaster
HAITI EARTHQUAKE

“The picture of
the Presidential
Palace, a place
where I paid an
official visit in
2004, and the
destruction of 
that building is 
symbolic of the
damage inflicted
on Haiti.”

PERRY CHRISTIE

         



By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Brent Symonette has con-
firmed that all Bahamian offi-
cials in Haiti are alive and

well following the devastat-
ing 7.0 earthquake that shook
the country on Monday
evening.

In a press conference at the
National Emergency Man-
agement Agency yesterday,
Mr Symonette said that his
staff was able to make con-

tact with Ms Bella Coleby
who was attached to the
Bahamas Embassy in Haiti. 

“We have been in contact
with Ms Coleby, she used to
be with the Department of
Immigration and she is now
with the Embassy in Haiti.
She is well. 

“Her apartment and anoth-
er apartment which is occu-
pied by another staff member
who happens to be in Nassau
on leave was damaged. Ms
Coleby has moved into the
ambassador’s residence which
has not sustained any dam-
age; nor has the Embassy in
Haiti. We have power on and
my director general spoke to
her in Port-au-Prince. 

“In regard to the rest of our
staff, most of them were local-
ly hired. We have accounted
for all but two of our staff
members in the office in
Haiti, one is a driver and
another is a security guard.
As of the time I left the office
this morning, we have not
been able to make contact
with those two officers,” he
said.

Moved
In the meantime, many of

the remaining officers have
moved into the Bahamas’
Embassy on a temporary
basis, Mr Symonette said. In
addition to Ms Coleby, the
Bahamas’ Director of Civil
Aviation Patrick Rolle was
also in Haiti on Monday and
received minor injuries as a
result of the earthquake.

According to the deputy
prime minister, Mr Rolle was
in Haiti with another officer
attending a conference and
was due to return to the
Bahamas on Friday.

“On that note we are also
ascertaining through govern-
ment agencies which other
officers or members of the
government happened to be
in Haiti so we are asking you

through the media for those
persons who have friends, or
relatives in Haiti to contact
us so we can make sure which
Bahamian nationals are actu-
ally in the country at this time
so we can have an idea of our
own nationals,” Mr Symon-
ette said.

“So we need to keep the
government and the people
of Haiti in our prayers and
our thoughts as this situation
unfolds.

“Please rest assured that
the government of the
Bahamas will do whatever is
necessary and possible to
assist and in that regard I
mention that the prime min-
ister has been in contact with
the head of CARICOM and
in touch with other agencies
and also will no doubt be liais-
ing with the United States
government with regard to
efforts on their part,” he

added.
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%XVLQHVV�'HYHORSPHQW

$V�%XVLQHVV�'HYHORSPHQW�IRU�RXU�,7�VHUYLFHV�GLYLVLRQ��\RX�ZLOO�SOD\�WKH�OHDG�6DOHV�DQG�
0DUNHWLQJ� UROH� LQ� DWWUDFWLQJ� DQG� UHWDLQLQJ�QHZ� FOLHQWV� IRU� RXU� EXVLQHVV�� <RXU� UROH�ZLOO�
EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�FRPSOHWH�VDOHV�F\FOH�IURP�FROG�FDOOLQJ��PDQDJLQJ�WKH�
GDWDEDVH��LGHQWLI\LQJ�QHZ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��SUHSDULQJ�DQG�SUHVHQWLQJ�SURSRVDOV�WKURXJK�WR�
FORVLQJ�WKH�GHDO�

<RX�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�ZRUN�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WKH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�WR�DWWUDFW�QHZ�SURVSHFWV��
GHYHORS� FOLHQW� UHODWLRQVKLSV� DQG�PD[LPL]H� UHYHQXH� JURZWK�� <RX� ZLOO� EH� JLYHQ� DQQXDO�
UHYHQXH�WDUJHWV�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR� LGHQWLI\�DQG� LPSOHPHQW�WKH�VWUDWHJLHV�E\�
ZKLFK�\RX�FDQ�DFKLHYH� WKHP��$GGLWLRQDOO\��\RX�ZLOO�EH� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU�PDUNHW�DQDO\VLV�
DQG� SXEOLF� UHODWLRQV�� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG� SDFNDJLQJ� RI� QHZ� VROXWLRQV� DQG� JR�WR�PDUNHW�
VWUDWHJLHV�WKURXJK�VHPLQDUV�DQG�RWKHU�HYHQWV�

7R�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�WKLV�UROH��LW�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�KDYH�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�WUDFN�UHFRUG�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�
QHZ�EXVLQHVV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�VHUYLFHV�LQGXVWU\�� $�VWURQJ�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH�IRFXV��
D JRRG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�RQOLQH�PDUNHWLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�DGYDQFHG�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�VNLOOV�DUH�
DOVR�FULWLFDO�

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
3HUVRQDO�$VVLVWDQW�$GPLQ�$VVLVWDQW
$V� 3HUVRQDO� $VVLVWDQW� WR� WKH� ([HFXWLYH� 0DQDJHPHQW� WHDP�� \RXU� UROH� ZLOO� LQYROYH�
FRPSOHWLQJ� D� UDQJH� RI� VXSSRUW� IXQFWLRQV� VXFK� DV� FRRUGLQDWLQJ�PHHWLQJV� DQG� HYHQWV��
SUHSDULQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��¿OLQJ��GLDU\�PDQDJHPHQW��DVVLVWLQJ�ZLWK�SURMHFWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
PDQDJLQJ�WKH�&XVWRPHU�5HODWLRQVKLS�0DQDJHPHQW�GDWDEDVH��<RXU�UROH�ZLOO�DOVR�LQYROYH�
SURYLGLQJ�RSHUDWLRQDO� VXSSRUW� WR� WKH�FRPSDQ\�VXFK�DV�DFWLQJ�DV�EDFNXS�5HFHSWLRQLVW��
RUJDQL]LQJ�WUDYHO�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�ELOOLQJ�DQG�LQYRLFLQJ�SURFHVVHV��*LYHQ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�
RI�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��\RX�PXVW�EH�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZHDULQJ�PDQ\�KDWV�

7R�EH�VXFFHVVIXO� LQ�WKLV�UROH�� LW� LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�KDYH�D�PLQLPXP�RI���\HDUV¶�H[SHULHQFH�
SURYLGLQJ� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� VXSSRUW� LQ� D� EXV\� HQYLURQPHQW�� ([FHOOHQW� RUJDQL]DWLRQDO��
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH�VNLOOV�DUH�DOVR�PDQGDWRU\��,W�LV�DOVR�FULWLFDO�WR�KDYH�
D 'ULYHU¶V�/LFHQFH�DQG�D�FDU��

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
5HFHSWLRQLVW
$V�WKH�¿UVW�SRLQW�RI�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�RXU�EXVLQHVV��ZH�H[SHFW�RXU�5HFHSWLRQLVW�WR�EH�ZHOO�
SUHVHQWHG�� WR� KDYH� LPSHFFDEOH� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� VNLOOV� DQG� D� SHUVRQDOLW\� ZKLFK� SXWV�
SHRSOH�DW�HDVH��.H\�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�UHFHLYLQJ�DQG�GLUHFWLQJ�LQFRPLQJ�SKRQH�
FDOOV��JUHHWLQJ�YLVLWRUV��JHQHUDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�GXWLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�SURYLGLQJ�VXSSRUW�WR�WKH�
PDQDJHPHQW�WHDP�DV�UHTXLUHG�
7R� EH� FRQVLGHUHG� IRU� WKH� UROH�� DSSOLFDQWV� ZLOO� QHHG� WR� EH� HQWKXVLDVWLF� ZLWK� JRRG�
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�VNLOOV�DQG�D�SRVLWLYH��FDQ�GR�DWWLWXGH��6RXQG�FRPSXWHU�VNLOOV�ZLWK�0LFURVRIW�
2I¿FH�DQG�D�'ULYHU¶V�/LFHQFH�DQG�FDU�DUH�DOVR�UHTXLUHG��

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7KHVH�DUH�H[FHOOHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�MRLQ�WKH�PDUNHW�OHDGHU��:H�KDYH�D�VWHOODU�UHSXWDWLRQ�
IRU� TXDOLW\� VHUYLFHV� DQG� H[FHOOHQW� FXVWRPHU� VHUYLFH�� :H� HQFRXUDJH� SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�ZH�SURYLGH�H[FHOOHQW�EHQH¿WV� VXFK�DV�KHDOWK��SHQVLRQ�SODQV�� FDVXDO�
OHDYH�DV�ZHOO�DV�UHZDUGLQJ�ERQXV�VFKHPHV�

3OHDVH�H0DLO�UHVXPHV�QR�ODWHU�WKDQ����-DQXDU\����� WR��
VXSSRUWGLYLVLRQUHFUXLWPHQW#JPDLO�FRP

Bahamian officials in Haiti are ‘alive
and well’, says Deputy Prime Minister

Disaster in
HAITI

BRENT SYMONETTE

“We have
accounted for all
but two of our
staff members in
the office in
Haiti, one is a
driver and
another is a
security guard.
As of the time I
left the office this 
morning, we
have not been
able to make 
contact with
those two 
officers.”

Brent Symonette

             



IN response to the dev-
astation in Haiti caused
by Tuesday’s earthquake,
British American Finan-
cial has announced that it
will donate   $10,000 for
relief aid to the National
Emergency Management
Agency.
“Our thoughts and

prayers are with the people
of Haiti at this time,” said
president and CEO of
BAF, I Chester Cooper. 

Concern
“We express our heart-

felt concern for our
employees and thousands
of clients of Haitian her-
itage, their family and
friends living in Haiti and
the entire Haitian-Bahami-
an community.

In times like these we
are delighted to step up
and be our brother’s keep-
er in whatever way we
can.”

British American Finan-
cial, a provider of insur-
ance and investment ser-
vices, was established in

1920.  The company oper-
ates three offices in Nas-
sau, including its head
office on Independence
Drive and full service
branches in Freeport, Exu-
ma and Abaco.
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Practical or Luxury?

C-CLASS ML-CLASS

E-CLASS

Tyreflex Star Motors
Call us today for your new Mercedes-Benz at 325.4961
Wulff Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

You may ask the question: Is it practical
to own a Mercedes-Benz or is it a luxury?
Well, Mercedes-Benz would like to ask
you a question. Are excellent gas
mileage, top safety standards and
superior driving technology considered a
luxury? Mercedes-Benz doesn’t think so
and you shouldn’t either. You deserve to
get the most out of your gas dollar. 

You and your family deserve to be safe
and comfortable when maneuvering
through our nation’s less-than-perfect
roadways. That’s why these features and
so much more come standard in every
class and model of Mercedes-Benz. So do
something practical while still enjoying
the best of life – become an owner of a
beautiful new Mercedes-Benz today.

THE Organisation of American
States yesterday began to channel aid
to the victims of the earthquake in
Haiti through the Pan American
Development Foundation, an OAS
affiliate.

The OAS issued a statement yester-
day, saying it is pleased to note that
several member states have already
expressed their full solidarity and com-
mitment to the people of Haiti and

have begun to provide disaster assis-
tance and humanitarian relief.

“The OAS is currently co-ordinat-
ing with other institutions of the inter-
American system to deliver prompt
and effective assistance,” it said.

The organisation is calling for dona-
tions to be made through PADF, an
entity with more than 25 years of expe-
rience in Haiti. 

Donations may be made through the

special website: www.panamericanre-
lief.org. PADF has more than 150 staff
members in all of Haiti that work on
numerous projects related to, among
other things, community development,
disaster mitigation and protecting
human rights.

It has also participated in providing
immediate and critical aid on various
occasions when other natural disasters
have affected the country. 

OAS begins channelling aid to Haiti

British American Financial
donates to Haiti relief

HAITI EARTHQUAKE

No IPTC Header found

CHESTER COOPER

“We express our

heartfelt concern for

our employees and

thousands of clients of

Haitian heritage, their

family and friends liv-

ing in Haiti and the

entire Haitian-Bahamian

community.” 
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HAITI DEVASTATED BY EARTHQUAKE PHOTOS FROM ASSOCIATED PRESS

PEOPLE SEARCH for survivors under the rubble of a collapsed building the day after the earthquake hit Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Tuesday. The 7.0-magnitude earthquake flattened the president's palace, the
cathedral, hospitals, schools, the main prison and whole neighbourhoods.

THIS STILL made from video provided by UNTV shows peacekeepers
carrying a survivor out of rubble of the damaged MINUSTAH (United
Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti) headquarters in Port-au-Prince
on Wednesday.

HAITI'S NATIONAL PALACE is
seen damaged in the aftermath
of the earthquake.

THIS STILL made from video provided by UNTV shows people at the
entrance of the damaged MINUSTAH (United Nations Stabilization Mis-
sion in Haiti) headquarters in Port-au-Prince.

A UN CAR is covered in rubble the day after the earthquake hit Port-au-Prince.

A WOMAN stands in the rubble of her home.

 



C M
Y K

C M
Y K

LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                            THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2010, PAGE 11

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

HAITI DEVASTATED BY EARTHQUAKE PHOTOS FROM ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOMES AFFECTED by the earthquake are seen in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Wednesday. The 7.0-magnitude earthquake hit Haiti on Tuesday. 

PEOPLE STAND on rubble along Delmas Road the day after the earthquake hit. WALKING through the streets in the aftermath of the earthquake.

PEOPLE RUN in the streets after the earthquake struck Port-au-Prince on Tuesday.

A CROWD AT A PARK a day after the destructive earthquake in downtown Port-au-Prince.
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HAITI DEVASTATED BY EARTHQUAKE PHOTOS FROM ASSOCIATED PRESS

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

A MAN SITS next to a car after the powerful
earthquake struck Port-au-Prince.

ABOVE: This image
made available by
the American Red
Cross in London,
Wednesday, shows
earthquake damage
to a shanty town on
the outskirts of Port
au Prince, following
the major earth-
quake.

RIGHT: Debris
lays in the street

after the earthquake
along the Delmas
Road in Port-au-

Prince, Haiti,
Wednesday.

ABOVE: Injured people being tended to at Hotel Villa Creole in Port-au-Prince, Haiti after
the 7.0-magnitude earthquake hit the Caribbean nation. The International Red Cross says
a third of Haiti's nine million people may need emergency aid and that it would take a
day or two for a clear picture of the damage to emerge from Tuesday's earthquake. 

SCENES OF DEVAS-
TATION in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti after the
7.0-magnitude earth-
quake hit the
Caribbean nation.



other Immigration officials,
Mr Thompson said the
department will put a hold
on all deportation exercis-
es of Haitian nationals.

In addition, the depart-
ment has put in place
efforts to secure the island
of Inagua as it is currently
the place to which a large
influx of people would
gravitate at this time.

“We are preparing to
have some tents sent down
to Inagua. 

“We are preparing to
send food as well. 

“We also know that we
need manpower in terms
of staffing and we are look-
ing at blankets and pots,
etc,” he said.

There are two immigra-
tion officers on Inagua with
50 Defence Force officers
and two policemen. 

These wil l  be called
upon, Mr Thompson said,
if they are needed to deal
with any movement of peo-
ple within the next few
days.

However, in New Provi-
dence, the Department will
face another challenge as
the Detention Centre on
Carmichael Road is
already filled with illegal

migrants scheduled for
repatriation. 

Of the 100 detainees,
there are 76 Haitian who
will be repatriated as pre-
viously scheduled. 

Therefore in the mean-
time, Mr Thompson said
the department will  be
repatriating those other
nationals as quickly as pos-
sible and setting up tents
on the compound to deal
with any possible over-
crowding.

“So we are satisfied that
we are putting the Deten-
tion Centre in a state of
readiness in the event. 

“We know we want to
get some tents down there,
we want to get some
portable toilets down there

and we have already
ordered additional food
items and so we are satis-
fied that we are preparing
for this,” he said.

However, Mr Thomp-
son’s assurances may not
disavow some Haitian
migrants l iving in the
Bahamas who still feel that
the Department of Immi-
gration will continue with
their deportation exercis-
es.

“Right now I ask myself
if they are still catching
people. The world can see
that Haiti is very damaged.
Where are they going to
send them? 

“To Cuba, Jamaica, the
US? I don’t  think it  is
going to stop,” said Jonas
Pierre, a Haitian resident
in the Bahamas.

In addition, members of
the Cowpen Road Haitian
community questioned
whether the department
was sincere in the call for
raids to stop. 

They suggested the Roy-
al Bahamas Police Force
would still stop people on
the street and detain them.
They also expressed fear
about being sent to other
foreign countries now that
it was difficult to send them
back to Haiti in the wake
of the earthquake.
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DEVASTATION caused
by the massive earthquake
near Haiti’s capital city Port-
au-Prince on Tuesday has
initiated an outpouring of
aid to the impoverished
region.

Charitable Bahamians
wishing to fund the relief
effort can make donations
of money and goods to a
number of organisations in
Nassau and Freeport.

Medical supplies and the
services of doctors and med-
ical professionals are also
required in Haiti and the
Medical Association of the
Bahamas (MAB) is encour-
aging professionals volun-
teer their skills.

MAB president Dr Tim-
othy Barrett said: “The
Haitian people are not only
our Caribbean brothers and
sisters but they are also our
neighbours and form a sig-
nificant part of the Bahami-
an population and commu-
nity. 

“We must show our sup-
port not only by what we
say, but also by what we
do.”

To help the cause, contact
the agencies below.

RED CROSS BAHAMAS 
SOCIETY

The Red Cross is accept-
ing donations of goods to
send to Inagua where there
is expected to be an influx of
Haitians fleeing the disaster
zone.

Canned foods, baby for-
mula, diapers, blankets, tow-
els, clothing, medical sup-
plies and anything to help
those in need will all be
gratefully accepted.

Donations can be taken
to the Red Cross Bahamas
Society centre in JFK Dri-
ve.

A number of locations
throughout New Providence
are also accepting donations
for the Red Cross. These
include Quality Auto Sales
in East Shirley Street and
Le Petit Gourmet cafe in the
Shirley Street Plaza. 

The College of the
Bahamas has also estab-
lished a drop box in the
Bahamas Tourism Training
Centre, Thompson Blvd.
Staff and students are
encouraged to donate at
least two items per person.

HOPE WATER
Water supplies are run-

ning low in Haiti and are
unlikely to last for more
than another day or two.

This charitable water sup-
plier sent 3,000 gallons of
water to the disaster zone
yesterday and intends to
continue to send water to
those in need as donations
pour in.

The water sent was all
donated by Bahamian cus-
tomers who contribute half a
gallon of water to relief
efforts every time they buy a
five gallon bottle of HOPE

water. Donations are then
distributed throughout the
Caribbean in times of need.

HOPE’s Mark Palmer
said: “Water is a huge need.
When we went to West End
in Grand Bahamas in 2005
people were drinking sea
water on day two, they were
so desperate.

“In Haiti all the water
tanks will have been
destroyed, the water mains
ruptured and people can
only survive for two or three
days without water. It’s such
a critical need.”

To make a donation you
can make a payment to the
Humanitarian Operations
Foundation at the Scotia-
bank main branch, account
number 4001237.

Or become a customer by
calling HOPE on 394-0773.

THE SALVATION ARMY
The Salvation Army is

appealing for medical
experts to volunteer their
services and assist on a mis-
sion trip to Haiti which is
being organised with Salva-
tion Army groups in Haiti.

Financial donations to
fund the effort will be
accepted at their headquar-
ters in Mackey Street and
Grants Town, or call 393-
2745.

THE NEW PROVIDENCE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE

This church is part of the
Caribbean’s Del Camino

network of churches and is
co-ordinating a relief effort
with affiliate churches in
Haiti and the Dominican
Republic.  Those in need
currently require dona-
tions of money, medical
supplies and medical ser-
vices. If you would like to
make a donation call Tim
Lee or Gillian Watson at
the New Providence Com-
munity Centre in Blake
Road, western New Provi-
dence on 327-1660 or email
relief@npcconline.org.

For more information
log on to www.npc-
conline.org

THE BAHAMAS CHRISTIAN
COUNCIL

Churches are encour-
aged to participate in a
combined Hait i  rel ief
effort  on Sunday by
encouraging their mem-
bers to bring in donations
of money and goods to be
sent to Haiti through the
National Emergency Man-
agement Organisation
(NEMA).

The churches are also in
communication with
churches in Haiti to learn
more about the need and
how they can help.

Churches wishing to get
involved in the Haiti Relief
Sunday effort can contact
Bahamas Christian Coun-
cil president Patrick Pin-
der on 393-3453 or 393-
2312

HAITIAN BAHAMIAN SOCI-
ETY IN GRAND BAHAMA

Society president Jetta
Baptiste is accepting dona-
tions at Jetta's Multi-Ser-
vice Centre, 37 Hearne
Lane, Freeport.

Ms Baptiste met with
church and business lead-
ers in Freeport yesterday
to assess ways of sending
relief to Haiti and hopes
to send a team this week-
end.

For more information
call 352-2384.

BAMBU NIGHTCLUB
Those who like to party

can help by attending an
event hosted by TaDa and N
City at Bambu in downtown
Nassau tonight from 9pm.

DJ Clean Cut, a Haitian-
Bahamian, will be on the
decks, and at least half of
the $10 cover charge will
go towards the rel ief
effort, as will a portion of
profits made at the bar.
There will also be a drop
box collecting goods for
the Red Cross.

The Bahamas Telecom-
munications Company
(BTC) will set up a hotline
for donations.

Opportunities to fund
the Haiti relief effort

Contingency plans ‘already in place’
for any possible influx of migrants  
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Without Borders hospitals. 
Reaching Haiti by tele-

phone was virtually impossi-
ble yesterday, forcing the
Haitian-Bahamian commu-
nity  to  re ly  on news and
Internet reports as they wait-
ed for word from family and
friends. 

"I have two nephews in
university, one is in medical
school and one is studying
engineering, I have a lot of
cousins, a lot of family there
in Port-au-Prince," Jetta
Baptiste, president of the
Haitian Bahamian Society,
told The Tribune from her
office in Freeport, Grand
Bahama yesterday. 

"I can't reach them. Unless
you have a satellite phone
it's impossible or if they (in
Haiti) have a lap top with a
battery, it's impossible."

The earthquake occurred

10 miles south-west of Haiti's
capi ta l  Port -au-Pr ince
around 5 pm Monday, caus-
ing widespread building col-
lapse and power outage. 

"Parliament has collapsed.
The tax office has collapsed.
Schools have collapsed. Hos-
pi ta ls  have col lapsed,"
Haiti's Prime Minister Jean-
Max Bellerive said of the
tragedy, according to The
Daily Mail.

Aftershocks  f rom the
earthquake  continued yes-
terday, demolishing struc-
tures and forcing those with
homes still standing to brave
the elements outside, many
without food or water. 

According to international
reports, Mr Bellerive yester-
day estimated that 100,000
were dead while Haitian sen-
ator Youri Latortue pegged
the number  as  h igh as
500,000. 

The official death toll was
not known up to press time. 

Meanwhile in the Bahamas
housekeeper  Rosette
Isnealle, 50, is praying her
two daughters, enrolled at a
college in Port-au-Prince, are
not among the dead. She last
spoke with her girls, ages 18
and 20, on Sunday and has
no idea i f  they made i t
through the  earthquake
unscathed. 

"I'm terrified, I can't get
in touch with them — I been
calling all day, last night — I
can't find communication,"
she told The Tribune yester-
day. 

Another Haitian living in
the Bahamas said she has
been desperately trying to
contact relatives in Haiti to
no avail. 

"As a human being your
first instinct is to call but the
phone lines are down the
only way you can get through
is through the Internet and
that is difficult," said the
woman, who did not want to
be named. 

Although she has no idea
how her family fared in the
aftermath of the disaster, Ms
Baptiste was able to make
brief contact with a Haitian
friend on his cell phone Mon-
day afternoon, about an hour
after the earthquake first hit. 

"When I spoke to him it
was sheer terror, you could
hear the panic in his voice he
couldn't find his family and
he was scared. He said 'I lost
my family, I can't find them'
- those were the last words
he said to me."  

For Jouslene Burrows, a
teacher whose parents emi-
grated to the Bahamas from
Haiti about 30 years ago, her
contact with her family yes-
terday morning was bitter-
sweet. After hours of des-
perate dialing, she was able
to reach her father on his cell
phone around 8 am Wednes-
day. 

Although her parents were
not hurt during the disaster
— their home was the only
one in their village in Del-
mas, a district in Port-au-
Prince, left standing — they
were in desperate need of
food and water. 

"My mummy already got
the flu because she spent the
night outside. There's no

food, she is telling me she is
hungry and thirsty I told her
not  to  worry  about  that
because she is lucky to be
alive.   

"They told me that they
are waiting, hoping help will
reach them,  hoping that
something good will happen
because they have no water,
food or electricity," she said. 

Screams rang through the
air  Monday night  as  sur-
vivors stumbled through the
dark, dusty city looking for
friends, family and shelter.

President Rene Preval told
The Miami Herald several
government  of f ices  were
damaged or  complete ly
destroyed,  inc luding the
Presidential palace, Parlia-
ment building and tax office.

When The Tribune visited
the Cowpen Road communi-
ty, yesterday, a group of men
were huddled around a radio,
l istening to international
news stations and a Haitian
radio station in Miami, Radio
Amerique Internationale.
They said several members
of the community had family
in Carrefour, and no one has
been able to contact them. 

Communications systems
across Port-au-Prince are
down or jammed. Samuel
Alstead, a Cowpen resident,
said it was unusual for tele-
phone communication to be
completely blocked. He said
during hurricanes, residents
are usually able to stand on
the roof of their homes and
pick up cell phone reception. 

He said he knows because
he was in Haiti for the string
of hurricanes that hit in 2008.
He feared the reason for the

lack of communication this
time could be the fact that
homes had collapsed and had
no roofs. 

He has a  nine-year old
daughter in Haiti. 

Aid organisations in Car-
refour are adding to the fear
about the state of the com-
munity. 

Tony Sellars, director of
communications for Feed
The Children in Oklahoma
City,  told the Non Profit
Times: “Our clinic is in Car-
refour district,  and that’s
basically Ground Zero. We
did make contact with our

regional director. He lost his
car and his home and is try-
ing to get to the clinic. Most
of his staff is missing. He said
Haiti right now is worse than
places like Chad and Dar-
four.”  

Louis Petiblanc, a Haitian
resident, is praying his fami-
ly is among the number of
survivors. 

He has  three  chi ldren
attending university in Port-
au-Prince, as well as other
family members. They live in
a two-story concrete house
in the capital and work on
farm land. 
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Hear Anointed Speakers:

Branson Gibson Rachel Sands Maurice Simms

Jarenda Rahming Edward Virgil Jr. Eileen Johnson

Jewelry Sales  
Representatives
Needed for an Expanding 

Exciting Retail Establishment

Requirements:

Matured

Previous Jewelry Sales Experience a Must

Excellent Commission, Incentive 

and Bonus Program

Motivated and Driven

High School Graduate

email : topseller.sales@gmail.com

Apply to Continue 
Your Exciting Career TODAY!!!!

I pray for my family

BUILDINGS LIE IN RUINS on a hillside on Wednesday in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
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responsibilities, some of it out
of pure mischief. We are not
ignorant of the society in which
we live or the wider world of
which the Bahamas is a part,”
Sir Michael said.

“Judges act on evidence pre-
sented before the courts by the
parties and based on our under-
standing of the law. While
Cicero may be right, that the
safety of the people is the high-
est law, we must balance the
needs of the public, with the
rights of the individual. 

“The right to a fair trial with-
in a reasonable period of time,
the presumption of innocence
and the proof of guilt are fun-
damental freedoms guaranteed
by the constitution of which we
must be the most ardent pro-
tectors,” the Chief Justice said.

He noted, however: “We are
by no means infallible, and by
no means immune to criticism,
however no one should ques-
tion our fidelity to our oath of
office. We are not pawns of the
state, nor do we act on public
opinion.

“I assure all involved in the

administration of justice, includ-
ing those in the administrative
and support staff of my com-
plete support in the proper dis-
charge of my duties.”

Sir Michael also noted that
there appears to be a miscon-
ception as to how Supreme
Court Justices are appointed. 

“There appears to be a mis-
conception that the appoint-
ment of Justices to the Supreme
Court is made by the govern-
ment, the Prime Minster or the
cabinet of the Bahamas. 

“While the Governor Gen-
eral on the recommendation of
the Prime Minister and the rec-
ommendation of the leader of
the opposition appoints the
Chief Justice, all other Justices
of the Supreme Court are
appointed by the Governor
General on the advice of the
Judicial and Legal Services
Commission,” he said.

Attorney General John
Delaney in his address said the
primary objective of his office is
to increase the output of the
prosecution of cases. 

“A review of all pending cas-

es will take place to ensure that
the limited trial resources are
expended on cases appropriate
for trial. 

“Greater use will be made
of the recently introduced plea
bargaining mechanism and we
will seek to expedite the process
of criminal trials by making use
of the Voluntary Bill of Indict-
ment,” Mr Delaney said.

Kathleen Hassan, vice-pres-
ident of the Bahamas Bar Asso-
ciation said: “We are committed
to sponsoring education and
training seminars in all of the
requisite areas and in particular
seeking to assist practising attor-
neys in the formation and main-
tenance of proper administra-
tive offices.

“I have recently been
informed that this Bar Associa-
tion is the only Bar which is still
overseen by a government reg-
ulatory body.

“The lack of the requirement
for an annual practising certifi-
cate remains one of our major
stumbling blocks in attaining
that status of a self regulated
body and in meeting interna-
tional standards of other Bar
Associations in similar jurisdic-
tions.”

Tourists were starting to trickle back in.
The country was doing well, there was a
certain stability." 

Haiti's government, led by President
Rene Preval, had plans to attract visitors to
the country — once a popular tourist desti-
nation — ravaged by decades of political
and economic instability compounded with
widespread poverty and violence.

In October, 2009, Haitian Tourism Minis-
ter Patrick Delatour said the government
had recently signed a deal with Venezuela to
build an international airport in Cap-Hai-
tien, the country's second city. 

Last December, Royal Caribbean Cruises'
Oasis of the Seas — the largest cruise ship in
the world — began a weekly stopover at the
northern beach resort of Labadee, Haiti,
seen as another move to bolster the coun-
try's stagnant tourism industry and bring in
much needed revenue. 

However, Tuesday’s natural disaster has
derailed plans to revive Haiti's flat-lined
economy.   

"The fact that it (the city) has collapsed
with the possible loss of life is a serious
blow to the potential development of Haiti
right now and the country really needs
tourism to develop economically," said Mr
Regnier. 

"There were a lot of Haitians themselves
returning and investing, huge developments
in Jacmel for example, fantastic tourist
developments which would have been a

good example of what can be done in the
future — for this to happen now is devas-
tating."  

Multi-storey structures, built without
adherence to building codes and without
authorisation, have popped up throughout
Port-au-Prince over the last few years, Mr
Regnier said. Their shoddy craftsmanship
is believed to be one of the reasons so many
structures  were demolished during the
earthquake. 

"There was no proper structural founda-
tion," said Mr Regnier. 

Yesterday in Port-au-Prince, a vastly over-
populated city home to two million resi-
dent s ,  surv ivor s  repor ted ly  s tumbled
through dust and rubble looking for family,
shelter, food and water. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people are believed dead. 

The city's prison, schools, hospitals and
Parliament in Port-au-Prince have all been
destroyed.

Haiti is the least-developed country in the
Western Hemisphere and one of the poorest
in the world. 

More than half of Haiti's population sur-
vives on less than one dollar a day and 78
per cent lives on less than two dollars a day,
the World Bank reports. 

Haiti’s
economy
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

A PAIR of nail-biting fin-
ishes came down to the
game’s waning moments in
Bahamas Scholastic Associa-
tion play as teams jostled for
late season playoff seeding
yesterday at the Tom “The
Bird” Grant Park.

TELEOS CHERUBIMS – 29
MT CARMEL CAVALIERS – 27

• The Cherubims led wire
to wire and with a stellar
defensive effort, withstood a
late fourth quarter surge from
the Cavaliers for the win.

Despite being outscored 7-
4 in a low scoring final quar-
ter, the Cherubims forced
three turnovers in the game’s
final minute as the Cavaliers
struggled to score.

Samuel Hepburn’s three
pointer early in the first quar-
ter gave the Cherubims a 7-6
lead, which they maintained
for the remainder of the
game.

A late lay-up by Theron
Taylor gave Teleos an 11-6
lead at the end of the first
quarter.

After the Cherubims
opened on a 4-0 run with
scores from Renaldo May-
cock and Taylor, the Cava-
liers went on a 6-0 run to pull
within two.

Sanchez Rolle capped the
run with a jumper to make
the score 15-12 with 34 sec-
onds remaining.

Maycock scored to end the

quarter as the Cherubims
took a 17-12 lead into the half.

The shifty point guard
again started the quarter
strong with a floater and an
assist to Taylor as the Cheru-

bims opened a 21-12 lead ear-
ly in the third.

Aaron Aliva stopped the
Teleos run at four with a put-
back for the Cavaliers first
score of the quarter.

A three pointer by  Edwin
Rolle and one of two free
throws by Hepburn regained
the nine point lead for the
Cherubims, 25-16 with 2:18
remaining in the third quarter.

After trailing by as much
as nine midway through the
third quarter, the Cavaliers
went on a 9-2 run on the
shoulders of Avila who scored
seven of his game high 15
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TELEOS guard Theron Taylor tries to back the MT Carmel defender down.

Cherubims top Cavaliers 29-27

SEE page 18

Cherub Christian
Academy beat Blazers



THE New Providence Vol-
leyball Association began its
playoff rounds last night at the
D.W Davis gymnasium, how-
ever results of the opening
round matchups were unavail-
able to press time.

On the final night of the reg-
ular season, 3 games on the
schedule decided the final posi-
tions of the playoffs, with teams
now geared up to make their
final pushes towards the cham-
pionship.

In the ladies’ match, the
Scottsdale Vixens once again
dominated that division with a
perfect 10-0 record to convinc-
ingly secure the Pennant for
their 5th consecutive year. 

Behind Cheryse Rolle's 14

points, the Vixens defeated the
Johnson Lady Truckers in 4
sets 25-12, 25-19, 19-25 and 29-
27. Anastasia Sands-Moultrie
led all scorers with 16 points in
a losing effort as the Johnson
Lady truckers had to settle for
the pennant runners-up.

In the second match, the
Technicians would defeat the
National Fence Intruders in 3
straight sets to clinch the pen-
nant runners-up spot 25-15, 25-
21 and 25-22. Dwayne Roberts
and Ron Demeritte led the
Technicians with 9 and 8 kills
respectively. Prince Wilson led
the Intruders with 9 kills in the
loss. Both teams will meet again
on Friday in the first game of
their playoffs series.

In the 3rd match the Police
Crimestoppers failed to show
up and make the playoffs this
year, giving DaBasement the
final spot in the men's playoffs.

PLAYOFFS SCHEDULE
1 vs 4
2 vs 3
Best of three matches

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

7:30pm Johnson's Lady Truck-
ers vs COB Caribs
8:30pm Scotiabank Defenders
vs DaBasement

Friday, January 15, 2010
7:30pm Scottsdale Vixens vs
Champions Club
8:30pm Technicians vs Nation-
al Fence Intruders

Sunday, January 17, 2010

3:30pm Johnson's Lady Truck-
ers vs COB Caribs
4:30pm Scotiabank Defenders
vs DaBasement

Wednesday, January 20, 2010
7:30pm Scottsdale Vixens vs
Champions Club
8:30pm Technicians vs Nation-
al Fence Intruders
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Auto Mechanic
Nassau, Bahamas

An Excellent opportunity to work for one of the premier auto
dealers in �e Bahamas. 

Quali�cations and Experience: 
Current Certi�ed Master ASE Technician with L1 with a 
minimum of 8 years experience. Clean driving and criminal 
record is a must.

What we o�er:
• 5 day work week, Monday-Friday, 8:00AM - 5:30PM.  
• Excellent employee bene�t package, which includes health

and pension plan.
• Plenty of room and li�s for our Techs. 
• Well-lighted and ventilated work areas.
• �e latest diagnostic so�ware, scanners, equipment and 

computer terminals in our shop.  
• Compensation is one of the best in the Bahamas.
• Ongoing internal and OEM Training programs.
• Growth opportunity.

Interested persons should send resumes with references to: 
Automall
Attention: Human Resources Manager 
East Shirley Street 
P. O. Box SS-6385 
Nassau, Bahamas

Deadline for applications: January 31, 2010

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

NPVA playoffs under way

THE Bahamas Baseball
Federation will make progress
in the international ranks as
they host a championship
winning team from the Unit-
ed States.

The Taylor University Tro-
jans are currently visiting
Grand Bahama for spring
training and a series of clinics
for local players.

The Trojans won the
NAIA Mid-Central Confer-
ence Tournament in 2009 and
advanced to the NCAA
NAIA World Series Tourna-
ment.

The Trojans team will prac-
tice at the Grand Bahama
Baseball Park daily from 9 am
– 12 noon from January 11th
through 23rd.

The final clinic for local

players will take place Janu-
ary 14th from 5 pm - 6:30 pm
and Saturday, January 16th
AT 12 pm.

BBF executives list the rea-
sons for the Taylor Universi-
ty visit as a multi benefitted
approach: to benefit Sports
Tourism and the Trojans to
enjoy the warm weather of
the Bahamas; Team Training
Sessions at the Grand
Bahama Baseball Park; and
Conducting Local Clinics to
benefit the Young baseball
players in Grand Bahama

The Bahamas Baseball
Federation congratulated the
Grand Bahama Amateur
Baseball Association for con-
tinuing to carry the Banner
for the senior league baseball
program in the Bahamas.

BBF hosts Taylor
University Trojans

Taylor University Trojans

 



points in the fourth quarter.
Aliva’s three point play

trimmed the deficit to just
two, 27-25 with 2:28 remain-
ing.

Hepburn responded with
arguably the biggest basket
of the game when he finished
a fast break lay-up through a
trio of defenders to give his
team a two possession advan-
tage with 1:53 left to play.

Aliva made a pair from the
line to again pull within two,
but a series of turnovers over
the course of the final minute
gave little chance of a come-
back.

The Cavaliers had posses-
sion with one second remain-
ing at half court, but failed to
get a shot off as time expired.

Taylor led Teleos with 10
points, Maycock added eight,
while Hepburn finished with
seven.

Avila led the Cavaliers with
15 while Kurtwood Greene
added seven.

CHERUB CHRISTIAN ACADEMY – 31
BLAIRWOOD ACADEMY BLAZERS – 27

• A late technical foul and
ejection ultimately undid the
short handed Blazers on
their quest for an upset win.

Trailing 28-27 with 1:03
left to play, Blairwood point
guard Kyle Newbold was
whistled for a technical foul
and ejected from the game
which left the Blazers with-
out their second leading
scorer and primary ball han-
dler.

Gibson Lacroix made one
of two free throws for a two
point lead and Vernal Reck-
ley sealed the win when he
stole the inbound pass and
finished with a lay-up for the
game’s final score.

Cherub led 7-4 at the end
of a slow paced first quarter
and maintained a lead with
the scoring of Lacroix and
Reckley in the back court.

Lacroix began the second
with a steal and three point
play on the opening posses-
sion of the quarter.

The Blazers went on a 6-0
run and tied the game at 10
on a basket by Dominic Stu-
art.

Reckley regained the lead
on the next possession, only
to have Newbold tie the
game for the second time
with a lay-up at the other
end of the floor.

An alley-oop from Lacroix
to Charles Turnquest gave
Cherub a 14-12 lead at the
half.

Stuart gave the Blazers
their first lead of the game
midway through the period
and scored on the ensuing
possession for a 19-15 lead.

After a score from Reck-
ley, Turnquest regained the
lead for Cherub when he
made two of two from the
charity stripe as time expired
for a 20-19 lead.

A nip and tuck fourth
quarter featured three lead
changes before the untimely
Newbold ejection.

Stuart opened with a base-
line jumper and Newbold
gave the Blazers a 23-20 lead
with a fast break lay-up.

Turnquest stopped the
brief run with a putback and
Lacroix regained the lead for
Cherub with an acrobatic
lay-up between a pair of
defenders to pull within one.

Reckley scored to give the
Cherub their first fourth
quarter lead only to have
Newbold regain the lead for
the Blazers ion the next pos-
session.

Lacroix’s jumper gave
Cherub a 28-27 lead with
1:03 left to play just before
Newbolt’s ejection.
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TELEOS Edwin Rolle on an offensive run as MT Carmel Aaron
Avila tries to defend.

MT Carmel Sanchez Rolle breaks
the defence to drive to the basket.

TELEOS Edwin Rolle grabs the rebound.

FROM page 16

Cherubims top Cavaliers 29-27
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FUEL SURCHARGE 2006 - 2010

FREEPORT, Bahamas - A
four-lettered word called “luck”
has had a special meaning for
Grand Bahama-bound pianist
Tannis Gibson and her playing
partners this week.

In its bad form it nearly meant
she missed a major US date in
Pittsburgh when she went to a
concert venue only to discover
there were two places in the city
with the same name and she was
at the wrong one. “Once the
mistake was discovered, there
followed a wild cab ride and five
minutes to spare before concert
time. I really don’t care for that
sort of concert warm-up,” she
recalled this week.

In its good form it has given
her a glittering career as a soloist
with leading orchestras, a teacher
at the highest levels as well as of
primary school children, and a
member of trios and larger
groups who have appeared on
US network TV, radio, and
numerous leading edge recording
studios. Yet she says her being at
her exalted level in music was all
down to “very supportive par-
ents, enthusiastic teachers and
luck.”

The luck for Freeport audi-
ences will be to have the chance
to see and hear the end result
this weekend in what is a
remarkable coup for the Grand
Bahama Performing Arts Soci-
ety.

Joining her in what will be a
world-class series of events at the
Church of the Ascension in West
Beach Road will be husband and
wife team Janna Lower and
Mark Tanner. Together they
make up the TrioCollage which
was formed  last summer for a
performing and teaching tour of
the major cities in Chile.

Violinist Janna, a music pro-
fessor in Florida, had first met
Tannis 30 years ago at college in
New York but they had only
really played together for the first
time a couple of years ago. “We
enjoyed it so much we would
look for other opportunities to
work together.

“Mark and I were invited to
tour Chile this past summer and
were asked to provide a pianist. I
asked Tannis, she was free for
the dates and had never been to
South America. That was when
Trio Collage was inaugurated,”
Janna added. 

The tour was a great success
as had been Janna and cellist
Mark’s previous musical outings

in South America, the countries
that have become a regular
stomping ground for them. In
fact all three performers have
done a fair amount of globetrot-
ting through Europe and Asia
as well as being familiar faces
throughout the Americas.

While they are in Freeport
they will be presenting an eclec-
tic musical mix that includes a
short Saturday afternoon show
for children – Carnival of the
Animals; a classical chamber
concert on Friday evening; and a
presentation of lighter fare on
Sunday afternoon.

It all adds up to a remarkable
weekend of musical quality for
an island the size of Grand
Bahama. It is also a programme
that lends itself to the trio’s basic
mission.

“The word “Collage” refers to
the mixing of the possible musi-
cal combinations that a pianist,
violinist and cellist present. We
always perform concerts with
solos, various duos, as well as the
standard ‘piano trio’ with all
three together. It makes it a lot
more interesting for the audi-
ence,” said Janna.

“We like to mix musical styles
and incorporate a more popular
element in each of our pro-
grammes. This way there is
something for everyone and the
audience gets to experience an
incredible diversity.”

The trio is particularly looking
forward to the 4pm Saturday free
but first-come-first-served chil-
dren’s concert where they will
be joined as narrator by Dr. Mar-
cus Bethel. Tannis and Janna are
high-grade university teachers
but Tannis also enjoys working
with young children and trying
to develop a love of music in
them.

“The key is how we teach and
present classical music to chil-

dren. As performers, I think we
have a duty to address this,” she
said. 

“Yearly, I try to present a
classical music unit in elemen-
tary schools, usually between
four and six sessions. I don’t
believe it is enough to go in and
simply play a brief concert and
then disappear. This parachute
effect has minimal impact. 

“I try to present a unit around
a composer, working with the
teacher to integrate something
of their daily curriculum into my
presentation. It’s actually quite
natural to delve into something
like map reading with third
graders, for example, when talk-
ing about certain composers. 

“It is important to me that
students walk away from the
classroom experience with mem-
orable knowledge; knowledge
that they might someday take
with them into a classical music
concert.”

That chance will come at the
weekend with French composer
Saint Saens’s Carnival of Ani-
mals. Grown-ups will get a mix of
Bach, Debussy, and one of the
greatest song writers of all time
Irving Berlin as well as other
household composer names at
the Friday, January 15 concert,
which starts at 8pm, and the Sun-
day event, which starts at 4pm.

And the “luck” for Janna and
Mark? It was the fact they got
together at all since their early
meetings were as rivals in US
music competitions with both
always bidding for the same
prize.

Tickets for the concerts are
available at the Seventeen Shop,
downtown, and Italian Specialty
Imports, Seahorse Plaza.

The GBPAS was formed to
encourage young performers on
Grand Bahama and all proceeds
go to that mission.

Lady Luck touches top trio

TANNIS GIBSON, Mark Tanner and Janna Lower

 



By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Reforms to the Business
Licence Act have been
drafted and are now under-
going “final review” before
being released for consulta-
tion, the minister of state for
finance said yesterday,
telling this newspaper he
had undertaken a “detailed
benchmarking” on the ease
of doing business in the
Bahamas.

Declining to detail the
specific reforms contained
in the revised Business
Licence reforms, Mr Laing
said: “The legislation has
been drafted, and we’re just
doing some final reviews
before we put it out for pub-
lic consultation. I expect it
will be put out for consulta-
tion soon.”

Asked about the rationale
for the reforms, Mr Laing
told Tribune Business: “Ulti-
mately, it’s ease of doing
business. We have under-
taken a very detailed, delib-
erate look at our bench-

marks as it relates to the
World Bank’s ease of doing
business report, and have
been looking specifically at
why Singapore is where it is,
why this country is where it
is, and why the Bahamas is
not there.

“We want to reduce, to
the extent possible, the frus-

Development
Bank needs

‘total revamp’
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Hannes Babak yesterday
asserted to Tribune Business
that he remains chairman of
the Grand Bahama Port
Authority and its Port
Group Ltd affiliate, even
though he “can’t discharge
my functions in the
Bahamas” because his work
permit has not been
renewed.

Indicating that he is hold-
ing out hope his work per-
mit will be renewed, despite
Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham’s assertion that
this will not happen, Mr
Babak told this newspaper
that while he is currently at
home, and not in the Port
Authority office, he is still
meeting with prospective
investors in Freeport out-
side of the Bahamas.

“Right now, I’m the chair-
man of the Grand Bahama
Port Authority and Port
Group Ltd,” Mr Babak said.
“The only issue is that until
the work permit issue is
resolved, I can’t discharge
my functions within the
Bahamas.

“I’m still the chairman. I
can have a meeting with
possible investors in the US
and anywhere else in the

Babak: I’m 
still GBPA
chairman

While able to meet
with investors
abroad, ‘unable to
discharge functions
in the Bahamas’
because of work
permit issues

SEE page 7B

HANNES BABAK

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

With more than 50,000
current business licences the
Bahamas does not lack for
entrepreneurs, a govern-
ment minister said yester-
day, acknowledging that an
outdated enabling environ-
ment “that reflects the state
of affairs that existed
decades ago” was inhibiting
their growth and sustain-
ability.

Zhivargo Laing, minister
of state for finance, told Tri-
bune Business that there
needed to be a “a rationali-
sation” of all the govern-
ment agencies, legislation
and incentive programmes
designed to assist small and
medium-sized Bahamian
businesses, and the environ-
ment that facilitated their

growth needed to become
“more sophisticated”.

The minister said the
Government was looking at
reforms to the public sec-
tor’s entire business support
structure as part of efforts

to overhaul the Bahamas
Development Bank (BDB),
whose liquidity constraints
are still preventing it from
originating any meaningful-
size loans to the small busi-
ness/entrepreneurial sector.

“We’re looking at a num-
ber of things with respect to
the Bahamas Development
Bank. It’s under very active
consideration,” Mr Laing
said, declining to go into
specifics.

“Ultimately, we’re look-
ing to provide the most rel-
evant facilities to support
small and medium-sized
business growth - the most
relevant means of doing so,
the most effective means of
doing so, and the most
affordable means of doing

Greater ‘sophistication’
for 50,000 entrepreneurs

* Minister says over 50,000 business licences shows entrepreneurial
spirit alive and well in Bahamas, but enabling environment needs reform
* Pledges ‘consolidation’ of all government’s business support
functions
* Bahamas has used outdated ‘modalities that reflect the state of affairs
that existed 20 years ago’ to assist small and medium-sized businesses

ZHIVARGO LAING

SEE page 9B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government was yesterday urged to “100 per
cent revamp” the Bahamas Development Bank
(BDB) and “completely change” its vision on small
business lending, a leading consultant telling this
newspaper that renewed political support was
enabling the private sector to go “full steam ahead”
with crafting a Small Business Act.

Mark Turnquest, of Mark Turnquest Consulting,
one of the leading advocates for crafting such legis-
lation, told Tribune Business that the Act would
provide “a blueprint” for Bahamian entrepreneurs
and small businesses on the resources they could
draw upon to assist their infant ventures, and where
they could access them.

“We’re in the process of meeting in the next three
weeks to start crafting all the parts of the new Bill,”
Mr Turnquest said. 

* Government urged to ‘completely change
vision’ on involvement in business lending
* Private sector going ‘full steam ahead’ with
Small Business Act crafting, with political
support behind it

SEE page 4B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas’ total health spending as a percentage of gross
domestic product (GDP) increased by almost one percentage
point in the four years to 2006, an Inter-American Development
Bank (IDC) report has found, warning that the large fiscal
deficits this nation is running will restrain further spending
growth in this area.

With the Bahamas’ total spending on healthcare rising from
6.5 per cent of GDP in 2002 to 7.4 per cent in 2006, the IDB
report, prepared in relation to a $400,000 project to assist the
Government in developing a National Health Services Strate-
gic Plan, confirmed that the current government was also mov-
ing to a “social health insurance system” in the long-term.

While the Ingraham administration’s approach is an incre-
mental one, involving a series of steps that begins with the

Health spending up by 1%
of GDP within four years

SEE page 8B

Business Licence
reforms under
‘final review’

SEE page 10B

             



BY DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

The ‘PC vs Mac’
debate has always
been one of the
standard argu-

ments in the Computer and
Graphic design world. To
date, the jury is still out.   

For years, professional
design and production was
done primarily on a Mac,
while PCs were used for
office workers, game-play-
ers and non-designers. 

But with the PC dominat-
ing the computing world, as
well as advances in the Win-
dows operating system, the
reasons for using a Mac for
serious design work began
slipping away.

But myths persist, and
new designers are faced with
making a decision about
whether to ‘get a Mac’ or
plunge ahead and prove that
whatever the Mac can do,
the PC can do also. 

The drawback of the
AppleMac could be the
price, but if you do desire it
and are tight on budget, con-
sider the “consumer” level
iMac, which is powerful
enough for graphic design
tasks, or perhaps a refur-
bished model.

Older arguments were in
favour of the Mac for its
graphical interface, as
opposed to the text-based
interface of the PC.
Nonetheless, Windows put
a graphical face on the PC,
and with Windows XP the
PC environment has caught
up to OS X. This means the

Mac OS and Windows ‘look
and feel’ are quite similar.

Additionally, Macs used
to dominate in speed but,
generally, today’s PCs have
caught up and the speed dif-
ferences are practically non-
existent.

At this point, from a
designer’s perspective, I
believe that many of those
who appreciate good design
are attracted to Macs
because of the high quality
of hardware and user-inter-
face design, but the choice
seems to be a purely per-
sonal preference and famil-
iarity.

Desktop
In terms of desktop pub-

lishing, all the major desktop
publishing software pack-
ages are available in the
Windows versions. 

However, as a graphic
designer I will go out on a
limb and declare that there
isn’t much difference in the
software available for the
Mac or PC. 

All of the major applica-
tions, including the Adobe
Creative Suite, are devel-

oped for both platforms.
Because the Mac is often

considered the designer’s
computer, there are some
handy tools and applications
that are Mac-only, but there
is more software available
for the PC, especially if you
are focused on a particular
industry, gaming or 3-D ren-
derings (such as for archi-
tecture).

Apple has clearly focused
its operating system on ease
of use, introducing new fea-
tures of integration from
application to application,
which enables a clean work-
flow and ease of use. ‘Macs’
were always mentioned in
the same sentence as graph-
ic design, and rightfully so
for their excellent graphics
and font capabilities.

It was also discovered that
the PC can handle the exact
same tasks quickerand more
effectively for half the cost.
One of the main advantages
of a Mac over a PC is that it
comes with a bunch of ‘free’
editing programs. 

But of course, PCs have
many downloadable equiva-
lents.

Macs, however, are also
considerably quieter
because of their low power
laptop components, which
consequently are even slow-
er than PCs of equivalent
clocks. 

But I find this negligible,
as PCs (with the right hard-
ware) can be made very,
very quiet as well. And a lit-
tle noise is very rarely a
problem.

Overall, many users feel
that the Mac Operating Sys-
tem is the better OS as it is
more inherently stable. 

But that is largely due to
the more controlled hard-
ware environment, although
Adobe Photoshop software
is nearly identical on either
platform.

Where possible, having
both is an ideal investment.
When starting out, you will
probably do just as well with
a PC, and with some smart
shopping you can get a pow-
erful one for less money
than a Mac, using the same
design software and your
creativity.

Here are some pros and
cons with regards to the Mac
computers. 

The real pitfalls are the
extremely overstated price
of their hardware and their
lack of options, but one of
the cool things people for-
get is that they come with
so much more free (and
actually usable) software.
Conversely, if you’re a cre-
ative artist you will appre-
ciate the colour values, high
quality graphics, multi-task-
ing capabilities, and overall
performance. 

Some will argue that it
doesn't crash and they are
generally correct, but the
Apple represents such a
small section of the comput-
er market - and uses such a
simplistic operating system -

that no self respecting hack-
er would waste their time
trying to shut it down.

As we are all aware,
Apple has sold out to Intel
and bought its chips to allow
it to run Microsoft products.
Therefore, in my opinion,
even when running these
products Apple is a poor
third or fourth choice com-
puter because, initially, it
was never really designed to
run Microsoft software.

The PC, on the other
hand, has 90 per cent of the
market and, as such, has a
far greater variety of soft-
ware, freeware, etc. This is
important to me. The real
reason Macs are not as
prone to crashes and viruses
is because they have a small-
er percentage of the market.
If you are a virus writer,
wouldn’t you target the soft-
ware with the greater use for
the greatest impact? As far
as PCs crashing more than
Macs, once again you will
hear about 90 per cent more
PCs crashing than Macs
because they have 90 per
cent of the market share.

Switching
Over the past few weeks,

a couple of friends have
posted and suggested to me
on Facebook that they were
thinking about switching
from a PC to a Mac for
designing and asked
whether switching was a
good idea or not. 

Each time, almost every-
one chimed in and encour-
aged to become a Mac user.

I was almost alone in my
dissent, saying I'd recom-
mend sticking with a PC,
when I knew I ran the risk
of incurring the wrath of
Mac fans.

Well…..I’ll tell you, they
are definitely nicer-looking
machines compared to most
of the plain-looking PCs on
the market.

My simple answer was,
use whichever suits your
needs best.

If you want something
simple and new, not requir-
ing much brainpower, go
with a Mac.

If you want something
upgradable (without having
to throw the entire comput-
er out and buy a new one),
require more technical
know-how and a large user
community, go with a PC.

But let’s be serious. Are
Macs really so much better
than a PC that they are
worth paying an additional
$1,000 for?

In my opinion I don't
think so, but what I do know
is that the choice between a
Windows PC and a Mac for
professional desktop pub-
lishing and graphic design
work boils down to personal
preference because either
one can handle the work.
It’s simply up to the skill of
the user.

So again, when asked the
question of PC vs Mac,
remember the cost of the
computer will never deter-
mine the outcome of the
design.

It’s a combination of your
design software and what
you have stacked inside. 

So, let’s have fun and stay
on top of our game.

The author can be contacted
at deedee2111@hotmail.com
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The best computer
to ‘Mac’ it happen

T H E A R T  O F

GRAPHIX
D E I D R E B A S T I A N

BY DEIDRE BASTIAN

Can the life of an
artist/designer be
overwhelming at
times?  Yes, Yes

and Yes. Graphic design is
not just one job, it is 20 and
then some.  However, a suc-
cessful graphic designer is
usually analytical, calculating,
listens to comments and has a
good eye for aesthetic design.

They possess a flair for color
and a solid understanding of
the needs of the corporate
world, which is very impor-
tant if you expect your designs
to be accepted. 

One of the primary func-
tions a graphic designer
exhibits in their day-to-day
activities, when designing, is
to determine the need of the
client. 

Graphic designers usually
consider cognitive, cultural,

physical and social factors in
planning and executing
designs for their target audi-
ence. 

They must be able to syn-
thesize feedback from a num-
ber of different sources; use
research prepared by a mar-
keting department, with cost
specifications determined by a
budgeting department; and
produce a variety of sketches
and models that demonstrate
different approaches to the
product. 

Don’t be troubled by the
artist who is breathing hard
when asked to make changes
repeatedly, especially ones
that “just don’t make sense”. 

Believe me, at the end of
the process the client will still
pop this question: “What do
you think about this?”. Boy,
that line gets me real good!  

Graphic designers have the
awesome task of seeking the
most effective way to get mes-
sages across in print and elec-
tronic media, using: color,
type, illustration, photogra-
phy, animation, and various
print and layout techniques. 

They develop the overall
layout and production design
of magazines, newspapers,
journals, corporate reports
and many other publications. 

They also produce promo-
tional displays, packaging,
marketing brochures for
products and services, design
distinctive logos for products
and develop signs for busi-
nesses. 

An increasing number of
graphic designers also pro-
duce material for Internet
Web pages that have grown

by leaps and bounds, along
with interactive media, multi-
media projects and designs
that appear before and after
t e l e v i s i o n
programmes/movies and so
on. 

Perception
I recall a friend unfolding

what he thought a graphic
designer’s task was, until he
sat with me for one day and,
thereafter, his entire percep-
tion was transformed. 

He felt designing was mere-
ly typing in a box and cutting
and pasting a few small
objects with the use of a few
colors.

Well… not really. Don’t
forget, bona fide graphic
designers consider cognitive,
cultural, physical and social
factors in planning and exe-
cuting designs.

One of my biggest pet
peeves is looking at posters
with stretched or distorted
images, or a busy layout with
a very weak message.

To avoid eyesores, it is
imperative for artists to
approach their design with
simplicity but strength as well.  

Meanwhile, familiarity with
software such as InDesign,

Quark XPress, Photoshop,
Adobe Illustrator, Corel
Draw and other graphic
design tools, to name a few, is
essential.  

It is now apparent that
marketing and communica-
tion skills are of importance
for success in this profession,
but you can equally expect to
work under extreme time
constraints with long hours
and design limits. 

Believe me, this career is
highly visible, and a day in the
life of a graphic artist leads
to lots of decision-making and
meetings with clients and
superiors to discuss ideas.  

Overall, there is a vast
amount of creative and emo-
tional gymnastic that goes
into the day-to-day planning
to produce a good outcome.

So, there you have it in a
nutshell.

The designer’s world is a
total riot! Well… most times,
but exciting! 

Hence, graphic design is not
just one job, it’s twenty and
then some.

So have fun and stay on top
of the game.

NB: Deidre Bastian can be
contacted at: 
deedee2111@hotmail.com or
deedeemb@gmail.com 
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Twenty jobs now rolled into one
THE ART OF
GRAPHIX
D E I D R E B A S T I A N

“One of my
biggest pet
peeves is looking
at posters with
stretched or 
distorted images,
or a busy layout
with a very weak
message.”

BTC and Cable: Regulations will stifle innovation

Cable Bahamas said that URCA’s proposals
meant “a step-change in the level, scope and
cost of regulation” applicable to itself and its
wholly-owned subsidiary, Caribbean Cross-
ings.

“Intrusive regulatory intervention in markets
that are already competitive at the platform
level, and which are trending towards addi-
tional competition following market opening,
will be counterproductive at best,” the BISX-
listed utility provider said in its response to
URCA.

“URCA’s proposed regulatory regime
would encourage the [Cable Bahamas and
Caribbean Crossings] to sweat their existing
assets instead of upgrading, expanding or
replacing their existing networks.

“It would discourage BTC, which would be
free to utilise the array of mandatory wholesale
offers that URCA wishes to impose on the
companies, from innovating, upgrading and
expanding their own platforms. Instead, BTC
would likely continue to focus its attention
and resources on its cellular monopoly.

“This would add little in the way of any real
value or innovation to Bahamian consumers,
the economy or ‘the essential part of the back-
bone infrastructure supporting the commercial
and social progress of the Bahamas’.”

BTC appeared to effectively support Cable
Bahamas’ position on this point, telling URCA
that the SMP remedies it planned for the state-
owned incumbent would deter it from invest-
ments such as its $55 million next generation
network (NGN).

“URCA has not considered the impact of
the proposed regulation on infrastructure
investment incentives,” BTC warned. “BTC is
in the process of rolling out a new NGN net-
work, which will bring considerable benefits for
BTC customers and the wider economy.

“URCA, however, has not considered that
the proposed regulations will considerably
reduce BTC incentives to invest in these new
technologies.”

And Cable Bahamas added: “URCA’s pro-
posal to impose an unprecedented set of
heavy-handed regulations on [itself and
Caribbean Crossings] will neither encourage
nor promote sustainable competition at any
level of the value chain, and is contrary to the
express objectives of the Communications Act
and the Government’s policy.”

Focusing on its individual products, Cable
Bahamas argued that price regulation of its
cable TV digital package could not be justified
due to the competition it already faced from
rival satellite operators.

“Cable Bahamas already faces substantial
competitive pricing pressures from Satellite
Bahamas and from US satellite broadcasters

operating in the grey market (and also as a
result of a significant black market that exists
for these services,” the BISX-listed company
said.

“Cable Bahamas estimates that satellite
providers currently serve around 40 per cent of
the digital pay TV market. Moreover, it is
entirely possible that US satellite broadcasters,
whose programming is already received by a
substantial number of Bahamian customers,
will apply for licences to trade in the Bahamas
now that licences to operate freely are avail-
able.”

Cable Bahamas pointed out that IP Solu-
tions International was also poised to enter
the digital TV market via its Internet Protocol
(IP) solution, while BTC was looking to devel-
op its own product in this market.

The “existing and growing competition”,
and absence of any market failure, indicated
price regulation of Cable Bahamas’ digital TV
service could not be justified, the company
said.

“The evidence shows that the existing com-
petitive constraints have had a significant
impact in light of the fact that Cable Bahamas
has only raised the monthly rates for this pack-
age by $1 since its introduction in 2005, despite
the lack of any price regulation,” it added.

Cable Bahamas also accused URCA of fail-
ing to follow the procedure for implementing
interim SMP remedies, which it said was con-
tained in section 116 of the Communications
Act. It added that the Act stipulated that tele-
coms operators were to submit their own pro-
posed obligations and, if in compliance with
the law’s requirements, the regulator was sup-
posed to accept them.

Cable Bahamas alleged that by instead fol-
lowing a consultation process, in which it issued
a preliminary determination and draft order,
URCA had “deprived [Cable Bahamas and
Caribbean Crossings] of the right to develop
and propose specific SMP obligations...

“In its place, URCA has created a regime in
which the companies must demonstrate why
URCA should not adopt the proposed SMP
obligations contained in the preliminary deter-
mination,” Cable Bahamas alleged. 

“By shifting the burden in this manner,
URCA has created a process designed to sub-
ject the companies to onerous SMP obliga-
tions - developed by URCA - that they would
never have proposed. The procedures adopted
by URCA also prejudice the companies’ inter-
ests (and harm consumers) by delaying the
date on which the companies will be able to
enter new electronic communications markets
in the Bahamas.....

“In effect, Parliament found Cable Bahamas
‘guilty’ of having SMP without trial, and
URCA is now applying procedures designed to
allow URCA to impose the most severe ‘sen-
tence’ without justification.”

FROM page 1B

At this point, from a designer’s
perspective, I believe that many
of those who appreciate good
design are attracted to Macs
because of the high quality of
hardware and user-interface
design, but the choice seems to
be a purely personal preference
and familiarity.

         



By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

The bureaucracy involved
in completing foreign cur-
rency transactions has been
eased through reforms
announced yesterday by the
Central Bank of the
Bahamas, which hopes to
reduce the time and costs
faced by Bahamian compa-
nies and citizens.

The new administrative
framework will remove the
need for businesses and indi-
vidual clients of commercial
banks to seek approval in
person from the Central
Bank through ending the
use of some forms, and
instead employing technol-
ogy to share information
from commercial banks and
Money Transmission Busi-
ness (MTB).

Measures effective from
Monday will not only elimi-
nate mounds of paperwork
for Central Bank staff to col-
late and code, but also
ensure the efficient and
effective management of
foreign exchange transac-
tions in a simplified system
that will allow for counter
service at the Central Bank
to gradually be phased out
and staff to be redeployed.

Central Bank governor
Wendy Craigg said the insti-
tution has been working on
streamlining services for
over a year, and has estab-
lished a new system with
commercial banks and
MTB’s without compromis-
ing its integrity.

Commercial bank cus-
tomers applying for foreign
currency will no longer be
required to fill out the E.1
form for Central Bank
aprroval, as they will be
scrapped in favour of their
banks’ own, shorter forms
for foreign purchase
requests. Commercial banks
will then send information
directly to the Central Bank
in an electronic file compiled
daily. The Import Form 1
used by merchants purchas-
ing goods abroad will also
be eliminated, as will the
personal allowance ‘dollar’
card used by residents to
make gift and credit card
payments abroad.

Individuals will still be
able to purchase the
required foreign exchange
upon presentation of the rel-
evant documents, such as
credit card bills.

Concurrent with the elim-
ination of the dollar card is
an extension of authority for
commercial banks and
MTBs to approve up to
$1,000 per transaction for

gift remittances. Anything
exceeding this limit will
require approval from Cen-
tral Bank.

Ms Craigg assured all ser-
vice users that the removal
of the forms will not com-
promise the Central Bank’s
ability to compile quality
data, as enhanced reporting
arrangements have been
introduced.

Adjustments
Commercial banks have

made important adjustments
to their core banking sys-
tems to accomodate the cap-
ture and reporting of foreign
currency sales data in an
agreed file format, and will
send to the Central Bank a
dollar value of aggregate
sales and specific details dai-
ly. “These electronic sub-
missions should improve
and facilitate the Central
Bank’s off-site surveillance
and monitoring activities,”
Ms Craigg said.

Documentation require-
ments will not change, as
customers will be required
to present their travel docu-
ments and passports in order
to purchase foreign curren-
cy. Passports will no longer
be stamped.

The $50,000 limit for busi-
ness and professional travel
has been reduced to $10,000
per trip.

Temporary residents, such
as work permit holders and
contract workers will no
longer be required to seek

Central Bank approval for
current payments needed
for travel, imports and other
small payments, as the
authority has been delegated
to commercial banks.

The manager of the Cen-
tral Bank’s exchange con-
trol department, Gerard
Horton, said: “There are
jobs and economic activities
that depend on decisions
made here at the bank, and
the quicker those services
can be delivered will be to
the betterment of the whole
economy and of people, and
that is one aim of these
changes.”

The Central Bank will
continue to review the
regime and make other
changes as appropriate, Ms
Craigg said.

She denied the move is in
any way related to the 2007
FNM manifesto to liberalise
foreign exchange controls,
but rather was the result of
an ongoing process to
improve the administration
of exchange controls.

And the purely adminis-
trative changes are unlikely
to impact the volume of for-
eign currency transactions,
Ms Craigg said.

She added: “We have
been introducing and
streamling the process for a
number of years, so this is a
decision the Central Bank
has made, as it is is engaged
in exchange controls and has
responsibility for the admin-
istration of exchange con-
rols, so it’s incumbent on us

to conduct this activity in the
most effective and efficient
manner.

“All of the banks had to
ensure the readiness of their
systems to produce the file
to use, and accommodate
the customer in a different
manner, so we are working

with them to ensure our
readiness and their readi-
ness without compromising
the integrity of the existing
process.  

“We will continue to
review the regime and make
further adjustments where
appropriate.”

Queries regarding the
changes should be directed
to the Central Bank’s
exchange control depart-
ment’s helpdesk by calling
302-2777 or emailing
e c d @ c e n t r a l b a n k b a -
hamas.com.
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Exchange control reforms
seek to boost commerce
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Development
Bank needs

‘total revamp’
“We’re going to answer

questions about the con-
struction of the Small Busi-
ness Act, who is going to
benefit from it, what is going
to be included in it, and how
the private sector and the
Government are going to
work together to stimulate
small business in the
Bahamas.

“The Small Business Act
is full steam ahead in the
next three weeks. There’s a
political will for the Small
Business Act. The Govern-
ment is now saying they
want to work with the pri-
vate sector and non-govern-
mental organisations like the
Chamber of Commerce to
address this area, so hope-
fully by September, the end
of the year, everything will
be fully-fledged and ready
to start 2011.”

Mr Turnquest said agen-
cies such as the Bahamas
Agricultural and Industrial
Corporation (BAIC),
Bahamas Development
Bank and government-spon-
sored venture capital fund
would all be brought togeth-
er “under one roof”, along
with all the relevant invest-
ment and incentive legisla-
tion, such as the Hotels
Encouragement Act and the
Industries Encouragement
Act.

“Right now, everyone is
working in isolation, and it’s
very inefficient and ineffec-

tive,” Mr Turnquest added,
arguing that this, and dupli-
cations of effort, would be
eliminated via this consoli-
dation.

He urged the Govern-
ment, which is currently
assessing the restructuring
and recapitalisation of the
BDB, to exit the lending
business.

Referring to the BDB’s
ongoing liquidity issues,
which have inhibited its
lending ability, Mr Turn-
quest told Tribune Business:
“The Government is not
supposed to be in the lend-
ing business in the first
place.... The BDB needs 100
per cent revamping.

“The Government’s vision
needs to change completely
in relation to lending, and
not just with the BDB but
also the Government-spon-
sored venture capital fund.”

Mr Turnquest said he had
met with Zhivargo Laing,
minister of state for finance,
in a bid to drive the Small
Business Act forward, and
said the Government
appeared to be fully com-
mitted in support of his
efforts. Mr Laing confirmed

that meetings had been held
along those lines, with
“more discussions” likely.

“There’s political will
now, and the Government
is 100 per cent behind us,
which is what we need,” Mr
Turnquest told Tribune
Business. “That’s why iso-
lated things like the BDB’s
lending practices are going
to be addressed, and lend-
ing is going to be done on
the basis of the entrepre-
neur’s potential success, not
on family, friendships or pol-
itics.

“As it stands, the BDB
needs to be revamped and
restructured. They’ve now
given signs of restructuring
the BDB and getting all the
Government institutions
focused on small business
development in one single
institution, so to speak, so
they can be more efficient
in the delivery of services in
the Bahamas.

“The year has started off
right. We’re full steam
ahead, so that next year, in
2011, the small business
development strategy in the
Bahamas will be in line with
international standards.”

FROM page 1B
“The Small Business Act is full

steam ahead in the next three
weeks. There’s a political will for
the Small Business Act.’’



Two international attorneys
are among the featured
speakers at the upcoming
International Business and
Finance Summit (IBFS) host-
ed by the Bahamas Financial
Services Board (BFSB).

Philip Marcovici, chief
executive of LawInContext,
and Ivan A. Sacks, partner
and New York Office man-
aging director of Withers, will
address the event at the Bimi-
ni Bay Resort on January 29-
31.The agenda focuses on
clarifying the significant
opportunities for growth in
international business, with
particular emphasis on finan-
cial services.

Morning sessions will
explore the development of a
strategy for the jurisdiction
by building the framework for
a specific sector - private
wealth management.

Sebastian Dovey, of Scor-
pio Partnership, will open by
developing a business case for
Securing Business Opportuni-
ties, meaning the location of
business opportunities that
can generate revenue in pri-
vate banking and fiduciary
services.

He will be followed by Mr
Marcovici, who will examine
what does the jurisdiction
have to do secure the busi-
ness - the skills, infrastructure,
services are required. Vince
Colvin, formerly of Deloitte’s
International Financial Juris-
diction Advisory Services, will
reference this dialogue and
speak to how the Bahamas
builds a strategy for the pri-
vate wealth sector and all oth-
er sectors to be pursued. 

The opening session in the
afternoon, Pre-Requisites for
Growth, is designed to bring
together experts to give
advice in building the client
base. Mr Sacks is one of sev-
eral presenters on a Capturing
the Client panel during this
Session. The other major
themed Session, “Re-Exam-
ining Our Building Blocks”,
will address, inter alia, the

landmark changes in tax pol-
icy globally and seek to peer
into the future to assess what
can be expected in the years
ahead.  This assessment of
future tax and regulatory pol-
icy is a core features of the
annual meeting of the finan-
cial services industry, with
local and international experts
addressing this critical area at
the 2010 Summit.  

Mr Marcovici previously
served as international tax
partner of Baker & McKenzie
and now is chief executiuve
of LawInContext, the inter-
active knowledge venture of
the law firm.

Mr. Marcovici’s specialty is
in international tax and trusts,
and training for private banks
and global families. As senior
tax partner at Baker&
McKenzie he was involved
with a number of research
projects for international
financial services, including
the drafting the UK/Liecht-
enstein Tax Information
Exchange Agreement. 

Mr Sacks provides trust,
estate and tax planning advice
to wealthy US and interna-
tional families, with a partic-
ular emphasis on cross-bor-
der wealth management. He
counsels families on structur-
ing and management of their
closely held enterprises,
investments and family
offices, the administration of
large estates and trusts, and
represents banks and trust
companies on fiduciary mat-
ters.  

The BFSB’s chief executive
and executive director,
Wendy Warren, said: “BFSB
firmly believes that numerous
advancements in the industry
over the years can be attrib-
uted to discussions that origi-
nated in the annual
Retreat/Strategy sessions and
workshops.

“With the perspectives of
advisors such as Philip and
Ivan we are confident that rel-
evant timely information will
be accessed and actioned.”
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Babak: I’m still
GBPA chairman

world, but I can’t discharge
my functions in the
Bahamas.”

Mr Babak added that he
hoped the work permit issue
was resolved “amicably”,
saying: “I can only say I
hope. I love the Bahamas,
and have been here for so
many years of my life.”

When asked whether he
would move to Cayman
Islands and run the GBPA
from there, as Sir Jack Hay-
ward and he had indicated
pre-Christmas, Mr Babak
replied: “No. I don’t think
it makes sense to discuss all
possibilities. I hope there
will be an amicable solu-
tion.”

Mr Babak’s insistence that
he remains GBPA/Port
Group Ltd chairman is like-
ly to enrage both the late
Edward St George’s estate,
plus Sir Jack Hayward’s chil-
dren and grandchildren, who
are the beneficiaries of the
Hayward family trust. 

The beneficiaries and
their attorneys are believed
to be in the latter stages of
putting together their case
to ask the Supreme Court
for a judicial trustee to be
appointed for the family
trust.

Given that the Prime Min-
ister’s position appears to be
‘cast iron’ or ‘set in stone’
when it comes to Mr
Babak’s work permit, and
Mr Ingraham does not have
a history of backing down,
especially from public posi-
tions, many observers
believe Mr Babak is
‘whistling in the wind’ or
‘clutching at straws’ when it
comes to his work permit
renewal.

The Prime Minister him-
self confirmed earlier this
week Tribune Business’s
earlier revelations that he
had personally informed Mr
Babak, during a meeting at
which Sir Albert Miller was
present, that the Govern-
ment would not renew his

work permit, as it did not
believe he was the right per-
son to chair the GBPA.

Several observers have
suggested that Mr Babak
may have harboured a mis-
taken belief that if he was
able to resolve the long-run-
ning ownership battle
between the Hayward fami-
ly trust and the late Edward
St George’s estate, via one
or both of the parties sell-
ing their interests, his work
permit would be renewed.

Any they have also spec-
ulated that Mr Ingraham
may have gone public with
his position on Mr Babak’s
work permit to ‘flush out’
details of Sir Jack’s decision
to sell his 50 per cent
(although he claims 75 per
cent) GBPA interest to
Mid-Atlantic Projects, a deal
brokered by Mr Babak and
Andre Feldman, the GBPA
chair’s attorney.

Paralysed
Whatever the backroom

machinations, the situation
surrounding Mr Babak’s
work permit is likely to be
viewed by many Freeport
residents as merely the latest
‘farce’ in a three-year plus
‘soap opera/pantomime’ that
has paralysed investor/busi-
ness confidence in the
Bahamas’ second city, and

mired its quasi-governmen-
tal authority in a heap of lit-
igation.

It is not clear who is run-
ning the GBPA and taking
day-to-day management
decisions, and the fact
Freeport’s quasi-govern-
mental authority is unable
to obtain a work permit for
its chairman is unlikely to
give potential investors in
Grand Bahama a great deal
of comfort.

Despite its senior manag-
ing director, Joe Rosetti,
meeting Sarah St George in
New York prior to Christ-
mas, Tribune Business
understands the St George
estate is holding to its posi-
tion of not dealing with Mid-
Atlantic Projects, and is
ignoring correspondence
sent to it by the potential
buyer of Sir Jack’s stake.

Where the GBPA saga
goes from here will depend
largely on the Prime Minis-
ter and the Government,
and whether it will entertain
Mid-Atlantic Projects or
possibly go back to its pre-
ferred plan of the warring
factions selling out to
Hutchison Whampoa, with
the Hong Kong-based con-
glomerate then flipping the
Port’s regulatory, licensing
and quasi-governmental
functions back to Nassau.

FROM page 1B
“Right now, I’m the chairman of

the Grand Bahama Port Authority
and Port Group Ltd. The only issue
is that until the work permit issue
is resolved, I can’t discharge my
functions within the Bahamas. I’m
still the chairman. I can have a
meeting with possible investors
in the US and anywhere else in
the world, but I can’t discharge
my functions in the Bahamas.”



so.”
Pointing to the numerous

agencies that financed/assist-
ed small and medium-sized
businesses, such as the BDB,
the Bahamas Agricultural
and Industrial Corporation
(BAIC) and the Bahamas
Entrepreneurial Venture
Fund, plus myriad incentives
such as the Industries
Encouragement Act and
Item A in the Tariff Act, Mr
Laing said: “There needs to
be a rationalisation of all
those, a refinement of all
those, a consolidation of all
those, so that we have a
comprehensive, relevant,
sustainable, affordable sup-
port package for small and
medium-sized businesses.”

Acknowledging that this
sector of the Bahamian
economy played “a big role”
in job creation, and this
nation’s economic growth
and development, Mr Laing
said: “I think that in prepar-
ing this society for an eco-
nomic environment that has
changed significantly, a ‘new
kind of normal’, people will
say, it’s really incumbent on
us to look at all the issues
[impacting] economic
growth.”

The Bahamas did not lack
for entrepreneurs, Mr Laing
said, suggesting that instead
they, and the environment
that facilitated their sustain-
able growth and develop-
ment, needed to become
“more sophisticated”.

“When you look at it,
there are over 50,000 busi-
ness licences. There are
thousands of Bahamians in,
and who have tried their
hands at, entrepreneurship,”
the minister told Tribune
Business, suggesting that a
lack of such persons was not
necessarily the most pressing
issue confronting the
Bahamas in this areas.

“There are a lot of entre-
preneurs in the Bahamas,
but there are other things
that have to come into play
to make the entrepreneur-
ial environment more
sophisticated,” Mr Laing
said.

Advocating that the Gov-
ernment could only provide

the resources and assistance
within its means, and that it
had to work with the private
sector to bolster the small
and medium-sized business
sector, he added that the
Bahamas had “some funda-
mental questions to ask and
answer”.

These were what this sec-
tor needed for its growth
and development; how the
resources it needed could be
better provided; who should
provide them; and under
what circumstances.

“It’s an important exer-
cise that we have to do going
forward,” Mr Laing said. “I
think that in respect to these
issues, we have not properly
answered these questions in
the last 20 years, so we’ve
been using for the most part

modalities that reflect the
state of affairs that existed
20 years ago.

“We need to encourage
entrepreneurship. We may
need to refine the entrepre-
neurial effort, be more
direct in terms of that effort,
refine better the kind of
resources that are directed
to entrepreneurs, both in
terms of the public and pri-
vate sector.”

Given the credit crunch
and recession that followed
it, Mr Laing said: “We know
entrepreneurs in this envi-
ronment are crying for addi-
tional capital, and looking
for support in light of the
recent financial situation.
The question becomes how
best can we provide that,
and who will provide it.”
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Greater ‘sophistication’
for 50,000 entrepreneurs
FROM page 1B

“We know entrepreneurs in this
environment are crying for addi-
tional capital, and looking for sup-
port in light of the recent financial
situation. The question becomes
how best can we provide that, and
who will provide it.”



tration that people have in
starting, operating and ter-
minating a business in the
Bahamas. I want us to
address these deficiencies
that affect our current rank-
ing.”

Business Licence reforms

have already started with
the amalgamation of the
previous Shop Licence,
Liquor Licence and Music
and Dance Licence into just
one Business Licence Act,
as outlined in the 2009-2010
Budget.

However, members of the
business community have
been anxious to see other

reforms to the Business
Licence Act arguing, in par-
ticular, that it penalises busi-
nesses with high revenues
and low net profits -such as
food stores - and benefits
high-margin businesses with
relatively low revenues and
high net income - because it
is calculated on gross rev-
enues and gross profits.

Mr Laing said the kind of
effect he wanted to achieve
with any government
reforms was illustrated by
the response of numerous
Bahamas-based financial
institutions and service
providers to the upgrades of
the government-wide Inter-
net/Intranet network.

Institutions that previous-
ly had to implement an extra

early morning shift because
they found it impossible to
access the Registrar Gener-
al’s Department’s Compa-
nies services after 9am had
written to the minister
informing him that since the
upgrade, this had become a
non-issue because the prob-
lem had disappeared.

“That’s the kind of
response I’m looking to get
in other areas of doing busi-
ness in the Bahamas,” Mr
Laing said, adding: “As they
say with any elephant, you
bite off one piece at a time.”

He added that the Gov-
ernment was not talking
about reform, but instead
“doing them and talking
about them when they’re
done.”

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

BUSINESS

PAGE 10B, THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2010                                                         THE TRIBUNE

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.49 1.03 AML Foods Limited 1.17 1.17 0.00 0.283 0.000 4.1 0.00%
10.75 9.90 Bahamas Property Fund 10.74 10.74 0.00 0.992 0.200 10.8 1.86%
7.00 5.77 Bank of Bahamas 5.90 5.90 0.00 0.244 0.260 24.2 4.41%
0.63 0.63 Benchmark 0.63 0.63 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
3.49 3.15 Bahamas Waste 3.15 3.15 0.00 0.168 0.090 18.8 2.86%
2.15 2.14 Fidelity Bank 2.37 2.37 0.00 0.055 0.040 43.1 1.69%
13.95 9.63 Cable Bahamas 9.99 10.00 0.01 1,000 1.406 0.250 7.1 2.50%
2.88 2.72 Colina Holdings 2.72 2.72 0.00 0.249 0.040 10.9 1.47%
7.00 5.00 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 7.00 7.00 0.00 1,400 0.419 0.300 16.7 4.29%
3.65 2.21 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.79 2.74 -0.05 0.111 0.052 24.7 1.90%
2.55 1.32 Doctor's Hospital 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.627 0.080 4.1 3.14%
7.80 5.94 Famguard 6.49 6.49 0.00 0.420 0.240 15.5 3.70%
11.80 8.75 Finco 9.28 9.28 0.00 0.322 0.520 28.8 5.60%
10.45 9.80 FirstCaribbean Bank 9.99 9.99 0.00 0.631 0.350 15.8 3.50%
5.53 3.75 Focol (S) 4.77 4.77 0.00 0.326 0.150 14.6 3.14%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.30 0.27 Freeport Concrete 0.27 0.27 0.00 0.035 0.000 7.7 0.00%
6.13 5.00 ICD Utilities 5.59 5.59 0.00 0.407 0.500 13.7 8.94%
10.50 9.95 J. S. Johnson 9.95 9.95 0.00 0.952 0.640 10.5 6.43%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.156 0.000 64.1 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00 7

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Weekly Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: CLOSE 000.00 | YTD 00.00% | 2008 -12.31%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

Fidelity Over-The-Counter Securities

30 May 2013

29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE:242-323-2330 | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

7%

TUESDAY, 12 JANUARY 2010
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,565.47 | CHG 0.05 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD 0.09 | YTD % 0.01
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By REUBEN SHEARER
Tribune Features Reporter
rshearer@tribunemedia.net 

HOWARD “Kempy” Kemp
is one of only a handful of
Bahamian men who have
lived to see 100 years.  

There have been several women
who have made that milestone and
beyond, but not too many men. 

Mr Kemp’s life has seen many strug-
gles and even some near-death experi-
ences.

The 100-year-old’s memory is still
sharp and he attends Highway Temple
Network Church more faithfully than
many of the younger church members.  

For 35 years, Mr Kemp has been a
faithful member of the small congrega-
tion which now meets on the third
floor of Audley Kemp Building on
Robinson Road.

And this Sunday, church members,
including the pastor, his grandson
Larick Kemp, and other family and
Kemp Road community members will
honour Mr Kemp in a special banquet
at the Landshark Divers Resort Hotel
on Cable Beach.

Mr Kemp recalls a lot about the old
days. His father left him and his family
when he was boy. He had to quit
school, forfeiting a good education to
work on a government contract. His
main goal was to make a living to sup-

port his mother and siblings, all of
whom he has now outlived.

He was married to a woman who is
now deceased, and has four children.
Mr Kemp has seen much happiness in
his life, but also faced many chal-
lenges.

Last year, he underwent brain sur-
gery at the Princess Margaret Hospital
at 99 years old.

He experienced complications stem-
ming from a head injury he sustained
over 10 years ago when he was robbed
and knocked down by a gang of men
on Kemp Road in 1998.

Mr Kemp was taken to the hospital
and was told he was fine.

But one day last year, his daughter
visited him and discovered her father
in distress. He later fell into a tempo-
rary coma.

Following CT scans, doctors discov-
ered that he had brain damage stem-
ming from the 1998 incident and need-
ed an emergency operation to survive.  

The doctors outlined all of the possi-
bilities to the family, informing them
that while a full recovery was possible,
he could also end up in a vegetative
state. 

After anxious hours of waiting out-
side of the operating room, Mr Kemp’s
family was glad to see that he came out
of the surgery talking. And to the doc-
tors’ amazement, Mr Kemp didn’t
require the usual recovery therapy.

Those who know him describe Mr
Kemp as an honourable, loving, caring

man who loves to smile.
“He has a perfect smile, just like

mine,” said Pastor Larick Kemp.
He is also in perfect health.

Untypical for persons his age, Mr
Kemp still all of his own teeth. He does
not catch colds or fevers. Mr Kemp
hasn’t seen a sick day in his life.
However, his eyesight starting to fail
him.

Mr Kemp now lives with his grand-
son, the pastor of the Highway Temple
Network Church.

Larick Kemp told Tribune Religion
that his grandfather used to smoke and
drink, but he kicked those habits for
good after becoming a Christian.

“As a young boy I remember seeing
grandpa stumbling on Kemp Road. He
used to abuse alcohol. But after
becoming a Christian it became an
aggressive pursuit for him to leave
those habits behind,” he said.

What’s Mr Kemp’s secret for a long
life? He says he doesn’t really know,
but he believes the simple island life he
lived in his early days may have
allowed him to reach his 100th year.

Speaking with Tribune Religion,
Pastor Larick Kemp quoted from
Ephesians 6:1 - “Honour your father
and mother so that your days may be
long upon the land.”

Mr Kemp said the big celebration
planned for his birthday doesn’t really
phase him. He’s just thankful to God
for allowing him to reach this mile-
stone, said Pastor Larick Kemp.
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HOWARD Kemp, who
is celebrating his

100th birthday, with
his grandson Pastor

Larick Kemp and
great-grandson
Antonio Kemp.

001years
counting&

Family members and members of the Kemp Road community
honour Howard Kemp for his 100th  birthday
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THE CHURCH of God of
Prophecy is facing 2010 head on with
a spiritual ‘I’m Coming Out’ crusade.   

Organisers promise a time of
renewal for attendees. They said they
are making a statement that 2010 will
be different for people ‘coming out’
of spiritual oppression and the social
turmoil that was felt in 2009.  

They are expecting a ‘good ole’
revival’ to set the spiritual tone for
the year.

“There are a number of our people
in the country today who are really in
need of spiritual renewal,” said
Jacqueline Rahming, assistant to
Bishop Dr Elgarnet B Rahming.  

Bishop Rahming oversees the 57
local churches and five mission
churches that make up the Church of
God and Church of God of Prophecy
congregations in the Bahamas.  

“In 2009, we (experienced) a lot of
depression and other things due to
the job loss and low economy,” said
Ms Rahming, a spokesperson for the
crusade.

“We anticipate a mighty move of
God that will propel the church and
the nation forward in 2010 with the
encouragement to come out of every

oppression.”
The church has a full prayer sched-

ule planned for the conference which
runs from January 17 to  January 22.    

A national prayer team started
prayer sessions on behalf of the cru-
sade yesterday morning at 5am.

The speakers for the conference
will be Pastors Branson Gibson,
Jarenda Rahming, Rachel Sands,
Moree Simms, Edward Virgil Jr and
Eileen Johnson.

They are expected to address the
spiritual needs of the country and
provide solutions, Ms Rahming said.  

Each evening of the conference
begins with a prayer session at 7pm
conducted by the church’s national
prayer team.

“It doesn’t matter what your age
and it doesn’t matter what your posi-
tion in life, needs will be met,” said
Ms Rahming.

Music with ability to “soothe the
soul” will be provided by the
Centennial Mass Choir and the
Church of God National Youth Choir.

Church of God of Prophecy
hosts ‘I’m Coming Out’ crusade

By JEFFARAH GIBSON

‘WOMEN on the Move’ is the theme
of the Salem Baptist Church’s 8th
Annual Women’s Retreat which promis-
es two days of worship and spiritual
enrichment.

The goal of the retreat is to receive
direction from God for the New Year,
organisers said.

The event starts tomorrow night at
7pm at the Summit Retreat.

Following registration, the women
will be greeted by a guest speaker,
Prophetess Norma Lightbourne, who
will offer words of wisdom and encour-
agement.

On Saturday, the retreat resumes at

10am, and the ladies will hear from
another guest speaker, Prophetess
Denise Lloyd.  

Women of all faiths, whether it be
Anglican, Catholic or Methodist, are
invited to come out and enjoy a time of
spiritual bonding.

The retreat is held annually and every
year approximately 80 to 100 women
attend.

President of the ‘Women on the
Move’ group Elaine Hinsey, told
Tribune Religion that the retreat will be
a time for looking to God for instruc-
tions. Ms Hinsey said in addition to
encouraging mature women to seek
God, they are also trying to reach out to
the young girls at the Willimae Pratt

Centre for Girls.
“On the second Sunday of every

month we speak to the girls at the
Willimae Pratt Centre. We try to teach
them to make better decisions in their
lives. We teach them to make God the
principle factor in their lives because we
know that once they rely on him their
lives can and will be better,” she said. 

The girls will also make up a small fac-
tion of attendants at the retreat.

“I have had my fair share of trials,
tribulations and challenges, and
although it was not an easy road I made
it out untouched and much stronger
than I was,” Ms Hinsey said.

“But I want to say that when you are
faced with a tough situation rely on and

trust in the word of God because when
all else fails Jesus is the only one that
will be your comfort and your guide.
Hold firm and wait on the Lord.”

Ms Hinsey hopes that there will be a
conversion of hearts and souls during
the retreat.

“My real aim is to win souls over, and
I am thankful to God that I have been
chosen to take on that task. I know that
this will not be easy but with the help of
God any and all things are possible,” she
said.

During the retreat the ladies will learn
how to pray, what to do when they are
experiencing behavioural problems with
their children and how to restore their
marriages.

8th Annual Women’s
Retreat set for tomorrow

BISHOP Dr Elgarnet B Rahming, overseer
of the Church of God and Church of God of
Prophecy congregations in the Bahamas.

           



THE HISTORY OF RELIGION IN THE BAHAMAS

When South Beach Estates opened
up, it was obvious that shortly it would
be well populated and would need a
place to worship.

Under the leadership of Dr Kenneth
A Huggins, the then Minister of Wesley
Methodist Church, on Easter Sunday,
1972, the first service to establish work
in the area was held. 

The service was held on the patio and
lawn of Mr and Mrs George Thompson
with much rejoicing. 

The attendance included members of
the wider Nassau Circuit. 

From the very outset of this work at
South Beach, Sister Olga Brooks-
Smith, the then District Deaconess, was
heavily involved. 

For eight years after that first service,
Church School was held under the
supervision of Mr Charles Lewis, who
had been appointed class leader for the
Wesley members in the area. 

Mrs Rhoda Wildgoose followed as
the second Superintendent of the
School with enrollment then of between
80 to 100 children. 

Meanwhile, a vain search was being
made for a site on which to erect a
chapel. 

In the meantime South Beach resi-
dents alternated between Rhodes
Memorial Methodist Church under the
leadership of the Rev Donald Irwin and
the home of Mertina Cartwright and
her late husband. 

Attendance at this service varied,
between 20 upwards, to other times
when only the preacher family mem-
bers were in attendance. 

During these years several fund-rais-

ing efforts were held to help accumulate
the money needed for the new building. 

In time, the property on which the
present chapel now stands was obtained
by exchanging with government for
land they wished to obtain. 

In 1981, the Church School ceased to
function. 

It was felt that the time had come to
free the home of the Thompsons after
so many years. 

The Sunday services also stopped
through lack of attendance of
Methodists in the area. 

But the dream of the Methodist
Church never died, and in practically
every quarterly meeting of the Nassau
Circuit this work was mentioned and
discussions took place as to how the
work could move forward. 

In 1980, the ground-breaking cere-
mony for the chapel took place at the
hands of the Rev Charles C Curry, the
first Bahamian District chairman, after
whom the Society is named. 

And during 1981-82, when it was cer-
tain that the site on Cowpen Road had
been secured, plans were made to hold
services under a rented tent, which was
done for 13 months or so. 

The cornerstone-laying ceremony
took place on Sunday, December 5,

1982 by the Rev Kenneth Huggins,
District chairman. 

During the time of the erection of the
chapel, fellowship meetings were held
weekly in the homes of Mrs Albertha
Rodgers-Thompson and Ms Vernancha
Johnson, both of South Beach Estates. 

At a Society Meeting held January
11, 1983, the following persons were
elected as first officers and stewards of
the Society: Mr Donald Charlow
(Society steward), Mr Charles Lewis
(junior Society steward), Mrs Albertha
Rodgers (leaders meeting secretary),
Mr Lloyd Quant (treasurer), Ms
Vernancha Johnson (poor fund stew-
ard), Mr George Thompson (chapel
steward). 

In 1986, the membership stood at 75,
with an active Church School of 130,
and other growing auxiliary church
groups.

The modern new church building
was dedicated by the Rev Dr Kenneth
A Huggins in December, 1983. 

A large congregation representing all
churches of the Nassau Circuit attended
the service. There was great rejoicing as
Curry was the newest Society of the
extensive Nassau Circuit. 

After its dedication the Society rapid-
ly grew in membership and Methodists
from other parts of New Providence
and the Family Islands moved into the
South Beach area, recognised as one of
the most rapidly increasing areas in
population growth in the Bahamas. The
Rev Dr Colin Archer was ably assisted
by Mr Donald Charlow in serving the
Society.

In 1985, Mr Charlow was appointed

as a lay pastor with special responsibili-
ty for Curry. 

The Society continued to grow in
membership and there was a very lively
spirit amongst its members at all times. 

The passing of Mr Charlow as a result
of a motor car accident in 1986 proved
to be a hard blow for the Society.
However, the members valiantly car-
ried on their ministry and ever since it
has continued to grow in every way. 

Development of the work at South
Beach and Curry Memorial has been in
the best Methodist tradition. 

It has been a labour of love, with min-
isterial and lay brethren working hand
in hand, side by side, under the leader-
ship of God to whom belongs all the
honour and thanksgiving. 

Other Methodist ministers who have
been associated with this venture are:
Revs Edwin L Taylor (president of the
conference), John Bilverstone and Eric
St C Clarke (a former District chairman
and chairman of the South Caribbean
District and the president of MCCA). 

Rev Gesner Paul, a native of Haiti,
was minister from 1984 to 1986. 

After 1986, the Rev Colin Archer and
Rev David Livingstone served and after
Autonomy, Curry Memorial Methodist
Church has been under the charge of
Charles Lewis, Minette Poitier, Carlos
Thompson and presently Rev Charles
Sweeting.

Thus, the history of Curry Memorial
has been a short but eventful one and
the members can truly sing: 

"We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
(Joseph Hart, MHB 61). 
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History of Curry Memorial
Methodist Church, Nassau

JIM
LAWLOR

ATLANTA

AMONG the most humbling
moments being confined to an electric
wheelchair came when Shawana
Bulloch realized it could prevent her
from attending services at her Savannah
church, according to the Associated
Press.

"The one place you should be able to
go is in the church without assistance,
you should be able to walk in — or roll

in," said Bulloch, who recently con-
vinced her Full Gospel congregation to
get a portable ramp.

The disabled faithful say such experi-
ences remain common in houses of wor-
ship, stoked by ignorance of their needs
and doctrines that paint disability as
proof of sin.

Years after federal law required
accommodations for the disabled, sepa-
ration of church and state means hous-
es of worship remain largely beyond the

law's reach. State laws and denomina-
tional measures meant to take up the
slack are tricky to enforce and face
resistance from churches who call them
both costly and impractical.

The issue is gaining new attention as
the disabled community expands, fed
by aging baby boomers and a growing
number of people with intellectual dis-
abilities who are demanding a more
prominent place in the pews.

A Centers for Disease Control report

released in April found that an estimat-
ed 1 in 5 U.S. adults —47.5 million peo-
ple — reported a disability. The
National Organization on Disability
estimates less than half of disabled
Americans attend services at least once
a month compared to 57 percent with-
out disabilities.

"While laws have their own power for
forcing the public to not discriminate,
faith communities really answer to a
higher authority," said Thomas Boehm,
whose Nashville, Tenn.-based nonprofit
Faith for All, counsels churches on
improving access. "Why have they been
so slow to respond, that's the question."

Disabled worshippers struggle to find home in pews

           



Psalm 35:27 - Let them shout for joy, and
be glad that favor my righteous cause: yea,
let them say continually, Let the Lord be
magnified which hat pleasure in the pros-
perity of his servants.

It’s time-out for us as sons and daugh-
ters of Yahweh, to stop living as children
of

el-cheap-o and start living as children
of El-Elyon, the most high God. 

Some wolves dressed in sheep’s cloth-
ing have crept into church leadership
and have caused the body of Yahshua

Messiah to suffer great affliction as a
result of their pursuit and greed for
financial gain. 

It is and will forever be Yahweh’s will
for His people to prosper.

Yes, I agree, and despite what any-
body might say or chooses not to say, we
do have some in church leadership with
ulterior motives who are using the very
same Bible and scripture verses to
accomplish their mission. 

Yet that doesn’t negate the word and
promises of God.

As we move into this brand new year,
why should we waste time and giving
attention to those who chose to operate
outside of God’s will? 

This could be the year that the Favour
of God (FOG), will literally run you
down and overtake you, but if you are
too busy in being distracted and focus-
ing on the negatives of society rather
than the positives, I can assure you that
you’re going to miss out on that which

God is doing.
Through ignorance, many persons

within and outside the church are having
great problems and difficulties with the
prosperity of God’s people.  

Do you know that from the world’s
perspective it’s okay for the drug dealer,
the Wall Street CEOs, movie stars and
music artists to live in best of homes and
drive the best of vehicles?  

But the day that a true man or woman
of God builds a nice house or buys a
nice vehicle, the entire nation and all the
devils begin to cry, “it ain’t right, no it
ain’t right”.

Unbeknownst to these fools, when it
comes to having the very best of life,
God will always favour his children.  

I make no apology in saying that it’s
through erroneous religious teachings
and beliefs that many persons can’t fath-
om the thoughts of a preacher being a
multi-millionaire.

Watch this! 
The following few scripture verses are

from the Old Testament/ Old Covenant
which was established upon the blood of
goats and bulls:

Genesis 13:2 - And Abram was very

rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.
Genesis 26:13  - (Speaking of Isaac)

And the man waxed great, and went for-
ward, and grew until he became very
great.

Job 1:3 - (Speaking of Job) His sub-
stance also was seven thousand sheep,
and three thousand camels, and five
hundred she asses, and a very great
household; so that this man was the
greatest/riches of all the men of the east.

Again, through ignorance one might
say or be of the view that I am anti-
church or I’m against today’s church
leadership, and absolutely nothing could
be further from the truth. 

When the fact of the matter is I’m
against that which God is against, which
are the religious spirits that falsely oper-
ate in His name thereby causing many
persons to walk in darkness and others
to stay away from the church.

It’s through incomplete teachings that
many religious Christians have conclud-
ed that Yahshua was referring to Satan
in John 10:10 when in fact He was not. 

But rather He was referring to the
spirit in which the religious leaders that
came before him operated in.

Watch this!   
John 10:7-10 - Then said Jesus unto

them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
I am the door of the sheep. All that ever
came before me are thieves and robbers;
but the sheep did not

hear them. I am the door: by me if any
man enter in, he shall be saved and shall
go in and out, and find pasture. The

thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy; I am come that they
might have life, and have it more abun-
dantly. 

If the saint of the Old Testament
which was established upon the blood of
goats and bulls prospered financially in
such an abundant way, how much more
should the saint of the New
Testament/New Covenant prosper?

It’s nothing more than the lack of
knowledge and a working revelation of
our covenant rights which were estab-
lished through the blood of Yahshua
Messiah that has rendered many of
today’s saints powerless in the financial
realm.  

No matter what you may have heard
and believe, it is God’s will for you to
prosper.

It is your covenant right. The condi-
tion of this covenant requires you to be
willing and obedient to the laws of God,
in order to eat the good of this beautiful
Bahamaland.

Shalom, shalom (nothing missing,
nothing broken, and nothing lacking),
may the FOG (Favour of God) be with
you.  

• For questions or comments contact us
via e-mail at pastormallen@yahoo or
kmfci@live.com or telephone number 1-
242-441-2021.
Pastors Matthew and Brendalee Allen
Kingdom Minded Fellowship Center
International
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God wants you to prosper
PASTOR
MATTHEW
ALLEN

By BISHOP V G CLARKE

TRUST IS crucial in any type of
relationship, whether it be within a
family, business, a church congrega-
tion or in a friendship. 

When this important foundation
exists, strong, positive relationships
are built and fed by encouragement
and consistency.  

People who receive a high level of
trust have developed their character
and earn the right to be trusted.

Trust depends very little upon a
person’s name, his status in life, how
much money he has in the bank, or
his position.  

The key to consistent and depend-
able trust lies in the character of the
person who leads.  

Whether he leads a service club,

business establishment, in the home
or in a church, he is responsible for
being trustworthy. 

We have to prove by example that
we are as good as our word.  

There is absolutely no other way to
establish a reputation for being trust-
worthy except to be trusty. 

When we discipline others it is
important to be what we teach or ask
others to do.  

This is a crucial truth: “We teach
others what we know, but we repro-
duce what we are.”  

I quote the words of a noted writer,
“Your children pay more attention to
what you do than what you say.”  

During my many years in the work-
place I have yet to find the person,
whatever his or her station in life,
who did not perform better when he

or she knows that they are trusted by
their peers.

Years ago, Bishop Able Mazore
told of a critical period in his life
when he had been asked by his peo-
ple to lead the African National
Council.  

They had faith in his leadership and
trusted his judgment.  

He knew that all previous leaders
of Rhodesia who had been critical of
unjust government policies towards
black Rhodesians had been deported
from the country, put in a restricted
camp, or killed.  

He struggled with this decision and
prayed as he had never prayed
before. During the time he was strug-
gling with his decision, a trusted
friend handed him this poem:

“People are unreasonable, illogical,

and self-centered – love them any-
way! If you do good, people will
accuse you of selfish ulterior motives
– do good anyway!

If you are successful you will win
false friends and true enemies – suc-
ceed anyway!

The good you do today will be for-
gotten tomorrow – do good anyway!

Honesty and frankness make you
vulnerable – be honest and frank any-
way!

The biggest people with the biggest
ideas can be shot down by the small-
est people with the smallest minds –
think big anyway! 

What you spend years building may
be destroyed overnight – build any-
way!

Give the world the best you’ve got
and you’ll get kicked in the teeth –
give the world the best you’ve got
anyway! 

There are enough critics in the
world, what we need more of are
cheerleaders.”

Being a person others can trust

            



The TribunePG 28 • Thursday, January 14, 2010 RELIGION

THE men of the Phi
Beta Sigma fraternity
closed out their founders
day weekend with a
church service at St
Anne's Anglican Church
where Father Crosley
Walkine is the rector. 

The fraternity is cele-
brating 96 years of exis-
tence.

Shown are some of the
members of the Delta
Epsilon Sigma Alumni
Chapter and Beta Lamda
Chapter.

Phi Beta
Sigma 
celebrates
96 years

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
echoed Sunday from the
sanctuary of All Saints
Anglican parish church in
Peats, Mangrove Cay,
Andros. 

This day marked a momentous
occasion for the community as Bishop
Laish Boyd of the Anglican diocese
officiated at the mass of confirmation
and licensing of the district’s first
woman catechist.

All Saints is one of five churches
that collectively form the All Saints
Parish. The parish is overseen by Fr.
Denrick Rolle who has been its rector
for about four years.

The four young men who were con-

firmed were given sound words of
advice and encouragement as they
undertook this initial step in a life long
journey.

The newly confirmed were
Leonardo Romer, McNeil Saunders,
Johnathon Saunders and Cameron
Lockhart.

Bishop Boyd was in no way reluc-
tant to beseech parents, guardians and
members of the community, who
attended, to serve as sources of
encouragement and guidance for the
four young men. Additionally, they
were to be examples and if there were
areas in their lives in which they had
fallen short there was still room for
improvement. 

The Bishop outlined four key facts
about confirmation:

• It is biblical;
• It requires community involve-

ment;
• It is a beginning step in an indi-

vidual’s Christian development, and
• It is a personal choice.

Newly inducted catechist, Anna
Mae Clarke-Rolle, was also presented
her official license from the Diocese.
Bishop Boyd highlighted the fact that
the title was being made official
because Catechist Rolle has operated
wholeheartedly in that position for
numerous years. The congregation
was encouraged to give her their full
support because leaders, in any capac-
ity, need prayer and support as they
are held to a high level of accountabil-
ity. It was with humility that
Cathechist Rolle accepted the advice.

Mass confirmation at All
Saints Anglican parish

Bishop Laish Boyd
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