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POLICE have
launched a country-
wide manhunt for two
men who are wanted
in connection with the
Bahamas’ latest mur-
der in which a 26-year-
old man was shot dead.

Eyewitness say that
the victim was shot in a
drive-by shooting by men on
motorcycles yesterday morning
on Bull Dog off Gibbs Corner,
however, police could not con-
firm this information up to
press time yesterday.

Police have identified the vic-
tim as Andrich Charles of Joe
Farrington Road. Mr Charles
was shot sometime around 9am
when he was approached by
two men armed with handguns

while he sat in a red
Honda Accord with a
relative.

The screams and
cries of grief could be
heard as relatives and
residents visibly
shocked by this latest
shooting gathered near
the crime scene. The
sister of the victim
fainted and had to be
treated and taken away
by EMS personnel.

One of the suspects
wanted urgently for
questioning by police is

21-year-old Devron Patterson,
alias “Lil Ron” of Gibbs Cor-
ner near  where the murder
occurred.

The suspect is described as
having a dark brown complex-
ion, about 5’8” tall and of a
medium built.

The police want to issue a
strong message for Bahamians

Police search
for two men
after shooting
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AFTER its official launch on
Thursday night at the Wynd-
ham Crystal Palace Resort, the
Democratic National Alliance is
getting “mixed reviews” from
the general public.

According to numerous per-
sons interviewed by this news-
paper, many agreed that the
DNA was successful in draw-
ing a large crowd to their offi-
cial launch – a feat unmatched
to this date by any third party
option since Independence.

While many speculated as
well on the actual make-up of
this crowd, whether persons
were there primarily as sup-
porters or mere spectators, it

‘MIXED REVIEWS’
AFTER DNA’S
OFFICIAL LAUNCH

SEE page seven

SEE page seven

By JEFFARAH GIBSON

DOCTORS at the Princess
Margaret Hospital are expect-
ing the four still living chil-
dren who were trapped inside
their burning home on Sandi-
lands Village Road to recover
from their injuries.

While their three siblings
died as a result of the tragic
fire on Wednesday, the four
children – aged one, four, five
and 10 – remain in the Inten-
sive Care Unit at the Princess
Margaret Hospital where they
are currently being treated for
severe smoke inhalation and
burns about the body.

Dr Percival McNeil, con-
sultant for the Department of
Paediatrics, and lead paedia-
trician in this case, said the
children are still in a critical
state but are showing
“encouraging signs.”

“We are managing four

children. All of the children
are critically ill but we are
encouraged by the changes
we are seeing over the last
couple of days. But even
though these are encouraging
changes we will not downplay
how critical they remain. They
are receiving intensive care
which means that we are see-
ing them several times a day.
They are getting continuous
ICU nursing and support. We
are constantly adjusting the
therapy to meet their needs
as we go along. So they
remain critically ill but with
some encouraging signs,” he
explained.

Two of the children sus-
tained a small extent of burns
during the fire. However,
extensive injury comes from
smoke inhalation to the lungs.

Dr Srikanth Garikaparthi,

HOUSEHOLDS had more
disposable income in 2010
compared to a year earlier
because of jobs offered from
the Government's various
infrastructure programmes,
according to a report from the
Department of Statistics. 

Many who lost jobs also
turned to self-employment
opportunities – such as food
sales – or providing a service
like housekeeping to boost
their dwindling wages, said
the report. 

The data revealed that
while national household
expenditure fell by 6 per cent
in 2009 because of high unem-
ployment signs of a "slight
recovery" were evident in
2010, citing job opportunities
from the Government’s road
improvement programme,
construction on the Lynden
Pindling International Airport
, the dredging and expansion
of the harbour, refurbishment
of Saunders Beach and com-
pletion of the government
tourism complex. 

"Householders also substi-
tuted their lost earnings by
becoming self-employed with
informal businesses such as
food sales and retailing of
goods and services – dress-
making, maid’s work, gar-
dening, phone card sales,"
said the report. 

Increases in consumer
spending were also echoed in
the loan repayments and bor-
rowing patterns between 2008
and 2010. According to data
from the Central Bank, con-
sumer repayments of debt fell
by 7 per cent in 2009 but
increased by 2 per cent in
2010. New credit extended to
the households by lending
institutions fell by 19 per cent
in 2009 but increased by 2 per
cent in 2010. 

The statistics also reveal
that the country's gross
domestic product (GDP) con-
tracted by 1.35 per cent last
year. However the country's
real growth, which is growth

JOBS FROM GOVT PROGRAMMES ‘GIVE
HOUSEHOLDS MORE DISPOSABLE INCOME’

SEE page sevenDR PERCIVAL MCNEIL, consultant for the Department of Paediatrics,
briefs the media on the condition of the children. 

FOUR CHILDREN WHO SURVIVED
FIRE ARE EXPECTED TO RECOVER

SEE page seven
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CRIES OF GRIEF: Police
press liaison officer Sergeant
Chrislyn Skippings talks with
the grieving family of yester-
day’s murder victim. 

Tim Clarke/Tribune staff

POLICE are seeking
Devron Patterson,
alias ‘Lil Ron’ for
questioning.

               



THE National Insurance
Board’s ‘Journey 2 Wellness’
(J2W) programme, a seven-
episode documentary/reality
series, kicks off this Wednes-
day, at 8pm on ZNS TV 13
with Chrissy Love as host. 

J2W follows the progress of
nine wellness challengers who
participated in NIB's 12-week
‘Get Well Bahamas’ (GWB)
campaign. 

NIB launched its ‘Get Well
Bahamas’ challenge in Janu-
ary 2011 in partnership with
Jemi Health and Wellness and
Body Zone Fitness. The pro-
gramme was designed to com-
bat obesity and the prevalence
of certain chronic non-com-
municable diseases which
affect one in every three
Bahamians. Initially, 41 per-
sons were selected from a pool
of 200 applicants to receive 12
weeks of free wellness coach-
ing and personal fitness train-
ing. In order to be eligible to
enter the programme appli-
cants had to have one or more

of four chronic conditions
including hypertension, dia-
betes, heart disease and high
cholesterol. 

Algernon Cargill ,  NIB
director, noted that the
majority of GWB participants
experienced significant reduc-
tions in weight, blood pres-
sure, cholesterol and glucose
readings.  

“With Journey 2 Wellness
our desire is to multiply the
impact of Get Well Bahamas
and disseminate the basic
principles of this very signifi-
cant programme to a much
wider national audience via
television,” Mr Cargill said.

Through J2W, the public
will be able to experience
GWB through the eyes of
challengers Shanrec Cleare,
Gerrad Davis, Areletha Dar-
ling, Leonard Ferguson, David
McFall, Darron Mortimer,
Christine Johnson, Ruth Ann
Rolle, and Candia Carey-Dar-
ling. Producers hope that the
trials, triumphs, and determi-

nation of these nine will
inspire viewers to adopt
healthier lifestyles that can
prevent or, in some case even
reverse, debilitating chronic
conditions. 

Forty-nine year old David
McFall, diagnosed with dia-
betes and hypertension, began
the programme at 411 pounds,
wearing a size 5x. Twelve
weeks later, he is down to a
size 4x. David can now walk
up to five miles without
becoming fatigued. He doesn’t
snore anymore. His choles-
terol levels are excellent. His
blood pressure is down. Even
his features have changed as a
result of weight loss.

“This has been a great
experience. It’s a total change
for me. Transformed is the
word,” said Mr McFall.

“When you watch (J2W),
you’re going to be looking at a
new era in health and well-
ness in the country. I know
for a fact that people will be
motivated. We are just a

group of strangers who came
together to improve our
health, and now we’re a fami-
ly. It’s unbelievable. People

with low self-esteem will look
at us and say, if David those
can do it, I can do it too. I
guarantee you that when peo-

ple see our story they are
going to want to join GWB
and step away a new person,”
he added.

NIB’s documentary/reality show to introduce ‘era of health’

THE BAHAMAS Nation-
al Symphony Orchestra will
celebrate its 20th anniversary
with a gala concert and recep-
tion this evening at the Col-
lege of the Bahamas’ Centre
for the Performing Arts.

Denis Donaldson, who
serves as office administra-
tor, treasurer and a double
bassist of the BNSO, told The
Tribune that the performance
will feature a variety of clas-
sical and contemporary

music.
He added that a concert

highlight will be a special
strings performance featur-
ing several young local musi-
cians who had the unique
opportunity to study their
instruments with Martin
Goldman of the Suzuki Vio-
lin Association of South
Florida.  

A wine and hors d’ oeuvres
reception will follow the per-
formance.

According to their web-
site, the Bahamas National
Symphony Orchestra, the
only symphony orchestra in
the Bahamas, is a communi-
ty-based orchestra established
in 1991. The players are
drawn from all parts of the
Bahamas and from all walks
of life.
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Programme Programme Description

M.Sc in Software Engineering
Designed to equip you with the knowledge of modern software development
technologies and techniques such as object-oriented design, the use of middleware,
enterprise design patterns, Java and C# programming languages.

M.Sc in Information Technology
Management

Will define how the role of IT knowledge leads to key decision making and planning

process for improved productivity and competitiveness.

M.Sc in Software Engineering and
Database Technologies

Will offer expertise in the areas of computer systems design and analysis, software
engineering, and database administration.

M.Sc in Systems Engineering
Designed for persons pursuing careers as Systems Engineers with an interest in
architecture, design and implementation of enterprise systems by providing
foundational, managerial and technical knowledge to build, protect and maintain
sophisticated systems.

M.Sc in Database Technologies
Introduction to internal structures and architectures of database management, the key
tasks and functions required of a database administrator and the implementation of
data security and integrity measures.

Programme Programme Description

Storage Area Networks Focuses on pertinent storage through hands-on expertise with SAN hardware and
software.

Executive Information Technology Explores methods and practices for positioning technology to achieve organizational
objectives.

Enterprise Resource Planning Explores the application of ERP, how they operate and enable organizational
objectives.

Enterprise Java Software Development Focuses on software development experience using Java 2 Platform and Enterprise
Edition (J2EE) platform.

Systems Engineering Masters the service orientation architecture required to design, build and implement
datacenter operations.

Software Engineering Provides a comprehensive knowledge in modern software engineering topics.

Database Administration with Oracle Developsspecific skills and knowledge in Oracle’s database management systems.

Database Development Enhance skills and knowledge in database management systems.

Contact:
Ms. Kimberley Hemmings

University of Technology, Jamaica
237 Old Hope Road , Kingston 6

Tel: (876) 970-5161 or (876) 927-1680-8 ext. 2161
Email: utech.regis.masters@gmail.com

Visit: https://sites.google.com/site/utechjamaicaandregisuniversity/
Visit: http://fenc-utech.net/scit (please select Graduate Programmes)

Online Post Graduate Certificates

Online Masters of Science Degrees

Regis University, Denver, Colorado, USA
School of Computer & Information Sciences

IS NOW OFFERING

University of Technology, Jamaica
School of Computing & Information Technology

in collaboration with

Next Delivery Date: July 5, 2011

“Excellence Through Knowledge”

JOURNEY 2 WELLNESS CAST: Pictured from left to right (front row): Candia Carey-Darling; Areletha
Darling; Chrissy Love, host of Journey 2 Wellness; Gerard Davis and Shanrec Cleare; (back row) Dar-
ron Mortimer; Leonard Ferguson; Christine Johnson, and David McFall. (not pictured is challenger
Ruthann Rolle).

BNSO celebrates 20th
anniversary with gala
and reception at COB
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SPANISH WELLS STUDENTS PERFORM Eric Rose/BIS Photos

THE Spanish Wells Community Band members play a rousing piece. 

SPANISH Wells All Age School students Kevin Symonette (left) and
Kendall Underwood of the duo "Island Boyz" play steel drums.

THE drum section of the Spanish Wells Community Band keeps the beat.

E CLEMENT Bethel National Arts Festival Choral and Instrumental
Music adjudicator Helen Peloquin speaks to Spanish Wells Com-
munity Band members.

THE ADJUDICATORS
of the E Clement

Bethel National Arts
Festival continued

their tour of the
islands of the

Bahamas, this time
visiting the small set-

tlement of Spanish
Wells, Eleuthera, to

assess the talents of
the all-age school stu-

dents there.



ONCE again emphasising
his Government’s zero toler-
ance policy when it comes to
corruption within the coun-
try’s law enforcement agen-
cies, Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham warned new police
recruits that any form of
receiving “kick-backs” is ille-
gal and will be dealt with to
the full extent of the law.

Addressing the A-Squad
2011 trainee Immigration/
Border Control officers on
Thursday, Mr Ingraham told
them that they have been
engaged by the Government
to enforce the law but that
they are not the law and are
not permitted to bend or
ignore the law.

“You are not authorised to
waive the law. When you have
a question about the limits of
your authority, ask. You are at
all times subject to the law,”
Prime Minister Ingraham said
at the graduation ceremony

for the 32 officers at the Roy-
al Bahamas Police Force Col-
lege.

The prime minister said cor-
ruption will not be tolerated in
any form or fashion.  

“The Bahamas Govern-
ment has adopted a zero tol-
erance policy on corruption.
Any officer that is found to
conspire to defraud the Gov-
ernment of its revenue or be a
part of any corrupt activity to
defraud the Government or
to win some illegal benefit
whether monetary or other-
wise will be dealt with to the
full extent of the law.

“You are not permitted to
receive gifts, tips, ‘thank you
presents’ or any form of kick-
back for any service provided
by the Department.

“By that I mean building
supplies, furniture, appliances,
jewellery, clothing or any
monetary gifts are not per-
mitted.  You are not permit-

ted to borrow from the Gov-
ernment’s till. There are to be
no IOU’s in the cash till. Offi-
cers violating this policy are
subject to dismissal,” he said.

He explained that the Gov-
ernment employs them and
that their salary is paid from
the taxes collected from all
the people.

“If you are not satisfied with
your salary then you are free
to seek employment else-
where. You are not permitted
to supplement your salary by
soliciting monetary or in kind
gifts from members of the
public with whom you come
into contact as part of your
work,” Mr Ingraham said.

The prime minister said the
trainee Immigration/Border
Control officers are expected
to work in accordance with

the newly implemented shift
systems, which means five
days per work week, eight
hours per day and 40 hours
per week.

He also noted that nothing
less than professionalism will
be expected of the new offi-
cers in their day-to-day oper-
ations and that their position is
one of great trust.

Prime Minister Ingraham
also stressed that they must
deliver great customer service
to residents and visitors.

During the ceremony, sev-
eral of the graduates received
special awards.

The Valedictorian Award
or the Award of Excellence,
the highest of the night, went
to Anwah Deveaux for
demonstrating excellence in
all aspects of training.  

ONE of the teenage boys
who escaped from the Simp-
son Penn Centre on Thurs-
day night was returned to
the institution just hours lat-
er when a family member
turned him in.

According to police, the
boys made their escape from
the school around 8.45pm on
Thursday and were both
reportedly wearing white
shirts and blue pants.

The boy who was returned
to the centre is 15 years old,
the age of the second boy
was not disclosed by officials

yesterday. 
Anyone with information

as to the whereabouts of the
other boy is asked to con-
tact the police at 911, 919,
322-3333 or Eastern Police
Station at 364-8996, or 364-
8959.
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Ingraham issues warning to police
recruits about receiving ‘kick-backs’

FREEPORT - A 32-year
old woman of Martin Town,
Eight Mile Rock, is in police
custody in connection with
the stabbing of a 44-year-old
woman at Eight Mile Rock.

At 4:40pm on Wednesday,
officers at the Eight Mile
Rock Police Division went to
the Bayshore and Cemetery
Roads area where a woman
had been stabbed several
times about the body. 

The victim was taken to the
Rand Memorial Hospital,
where she is detained in stable
condition

Investigations are continu-
ing in this matter. 

WOMAN STABBED IN
EIGHT MILE ROCK

crime
NEWS

A 20-year-old man was
remanded to prison yester-
day after he was arraigned
on charges of grievous
harm, assault and theft.

It is alleged that Daneo
Gordon, 20, alias “Twin” of
Yellow Elder Gardens, on
Friday, April 22, stole a red
1998 Honda Accord valued
at $6,000, the property of
Eldrith Smith. It is also
alleged that Gordon caused
grievous harm to Earnissa
Storr. It is further alleged
that on the same day, Gor-
don assaulted Sergeant 583
Williams and Corporal
2693 Hall with a vehicle. It
is also alleged that Gordon
resisted the arrest of
Sergeant Williams.

Gordon, who was
arraigned before Chief
Magistrate Roger Gomez in
Court One, Bank Lane,
pleaded not guilty to the
charges. Sergeant
Claudette McKenzie, the
prosecutor in this case,
objected to Gordon being
granted bail citing that he
was a Jamaican national
and had previously been
convicted of stealing and
sentenced to six months
imprisonment.

Gordon adamantly
denied that he was a
Jamaican, claiming that he
was born in the Bahamas
and had a birth certificate
to prove it. He pleaded
with the magistrate to grant
him bail, stating that he was
scheduled to have surgery
on his left leg which he
claimed he is unable to
bend. Chief Magistrate
Gomez ordered that he be
remanded to Her Majesty’s
Prison. The case has been
adjourned to May 16 for a
fixture hearing.

BOY, 15, STABBED IN
ATTACK BY THREE MEN

• POLICE are requesting
the public’s assistance in
locating three men believed
to be responsible for a stab-
bing incident at Palm Beach
Street off Robinson Road in
which a 15-year-old boy was
injured.

The incident reportedly
occurred shortly after 6pm on
Thursday as the victim was
walking on Palm Beach
Street.

The teenager was attacked
by three men and subse-
quently stabbed in the back.
The victim was taken to hos-
pital by ambulance where he
is being detained in stable
condition. Police are investi-
gating and appealing to mem-
bers of the public who may
have any information that
may lead to the arrest of the
culprits to contact police at
911,919, 322-3333, the Grove
Police Station at 325-8431/1
or Crime Stoppers at 328-
TIPS.

MAN STABBED 
MULTIPLE TIMES 
IN ATTACK BY 
GROUP OF MEN

• A 20-year-old man was
stabbed multiple times when
he was set upon by a group
of men in the Kennedy sub-
division on Thursday evening.

Police are investigating the
stabbing incident which
reportedly occurred around
6.25pm. 

According to reports, the
victim was walking on Gilbert
Street when he was attacked
by a group of men and subse-
quently stabbed in the shoul-
der, arm and thigh. The vic-
tim was taken to hospital by
ambulance where he is
detained in stable condition.
Police investigations continue.

RAPID STRIKE SEIZES
ILLEGAL DRUGS

• A quantity of marijuana
and cocaine was seized by
police during operation
Rapid Strike in Fox Hill on
Thursday.

The first discovery was
made around 7.30pm in the
area of Step Street. 

Officers conducted a
search of a property at Step
Street and recovered both a
quantity of suspected mari-
juana and cocaine. No one
was taken into custody and
police investigations contin-
ue. In a second incident,
around 7.45pm, officers of
Rapid Strike conducted a
search of the Fox Hill Park
area where they recovered
another quantity of suspected
marijuana.

‘PICK UP’ OPERATION
RESULTS IN SIX ARRESTS

• OFFICERS of the Grove
Police Station arrested six
people early Thursday morn-
ing for various offences.

Between the hours of 1am
on 7am, officers of the Grove
Police Station conducted
operation “Pick Up” which
resulted in six people being
arrested for offences such as
assault with a deadly weapon,
armed robbery, shooting,
damage and causing harm.

One of teenage escapees
returned to Simpson
Penn institution

MAN REMANDED TO
PRISON ON CHARGES
OF GRIEVOUS HARM,
ASSAULT AND THEFT

DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Brent Symonette, Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham and Minister of National Security Tom-
my Turnquest are pictured with the A-Squad 2011 trainee Immigration/Border Control officers at their passing out/graduation ceremony.
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

It is a shame how the
PLP say things they do not
mean or believe.  

It is even more sicken-
ing when in front of the
camera they say one thing
and behind the scenes they
say something completely
different – a pure case of
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 

But i t  i s  unfortunate
when power causes men to
sacrifice integrity, loyalty
and honour on the altar of
greed.

Men cannot be trusted
when the level of disre-
spect reigns supreme. 

It  is  disturbing when
supposedly honourable
men “throw caution to the
wind” and do what they
wish to people whose only
fault is that they love and
are prepared to sacrifice
for their country. 

This is rank hypocrisy
which has risen to an all
time high. 

It is shocking how the
PLP could trample their
own in such a cold and cal-
lous way. 

The jockeying of posi-
tion for the PLP nomina-
tion of the Kennedy Con-
stituency has cause quite
a stir. 

The old game of “musi-
cal chairs” comes to mind,
but as the music plays, the
musician is working in tan-
dem with the candidate of
their choice, not keeping
the playing field level,
while goosying the other
candidates.

The newest tactic being
employed these days is,
after the selection is made,
they denigrate the others,
especially if it appears as if
the rejected is not fully
cooperating. 

The handling of Craig
Butler is unfortunate.

It  is  becoming more
apparent that  the long
knives are out and more
potential candidates will
suffer  from the song,
“They smile in ya face, all

the time they want to take
your place, the backstab-
bers, backstabbers!” 

On another note, I was
flabbergasted to learn that
the leadership of the PLP
has thrown their  own
National Treasurer “under
the bus.”  

The allegations that he
was not good enough to
get  a  nominat ion and
therefore not eligible to be
awarded with a second
chance is a complete con-
tradiction, since no less a
person than the leader
Perry Gladstone Christie
bragged about the party
being one of  second
chance. 

This  just  proves that
they are all just talk. 

It seems they would say
anything and do anything
to get votes and be the
government again.

But this latest episode is
hilarious because accord-
ing to the information that
is out there, Mr. Butler’s
past is a problem. Well
blow me down. 

His past is a problem.
Well if that is the measur-
ing stick, I dare say that
the PLP should not have
nominated many candi-
dates last elections who
did much damage to the

country. 
Mr. Butler was guilty of

self inflicted pain. Now
which transgress ion is
worse?

The excuse used, shows
the spinelessness of the
leadership, because the
reason does  not  hold
water. 

If the rational that he is
a liability is used, then the
reason the PLP lost is the
other. 

The PLP failed to bite
the bullet and rid them-
selves of the albatross that
is  st i l l  hanging around
their necks. 

If they think nominating
these same people again
will get a different result,
then we will confirm what
we knew all along, that
they are simply not seri-
ous.  

It would confirm that
the leadership is still very
weak and that the PLP
condone foolishness.

As far as the insinua-
t ion that  something is
wrong with Mr.  Butler
because of his distant past,
the mystery is, how many
sitting members are will-
ing to be tested for illegal
substance abuse now.
Inquiring minds want to
know.

IVOINE W. 
INGRAHAM
Nassau,
May 11, 2011.
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LONDON — Smallpox, one of the world's
deadliest diseases, eradicated three decades
ago, is kept alive under tight security today in
just two places — the United States and Russia.

Many other countries say the world would
be safer if those stockpiles of the virus were
destroyed.

Now for the fifth time, at a World Health
Organization meeting next week, they will
push again for the virus' destruction. And again
it seems likely their efforts will be futile.

U.S. and Russian government officials say it
is essential they keep some smallpox alive in
case a future biological threat demands more
tests with the virus. They also say the virus
samples are still needed to develop experi-
mental vaccines and drugs.

It was in 1996 that WHO's member coun-
tries first agreed smallpox should be destroyed.
But they have repeatedly delayed a demand for
destruction so that scientists could develop
safer smallpox vaccines and drugs.  That's now
largely been done: There are two vaccines, a
third in the works, and there are experimental
drugs being developed for treating it, but not
curing it.

Yet even if most of WHO's member coun-
tries vote to set a new date for destruction,
the agency doesn't have the power to enforce
the decision.

The scientific community remains divided
over whether the smallpox samples should be
destroyed. The respected journal Nature edi-
torialized against it earlier this year, arguing
that scientists need the ability to do further
research, and perhaps develop new vaccines
and treatments in an era of possible biological
attack. However, one of the most prominent
figures in wiping out the deadly, disfiguring
disease is in favour of destroying all remnants
of it.

"It would be an excellent idea to destroy the
smallpox viruses," said Dr. Donald A. Hen-
derson, who led WHO's eradication effort in
the 1970s. "This is an organism to be greatly
feared."

He says possession of smallpox by those
not authorized to have it should be made a
crime against humanity and that international
authorities should prosecute any country found
with it. A report by independent researchers
commissioned by WHO last year concluded
there was no compelling scientific reason to
hang onto the viruses and that the stockpiles
were mainly needed to continue advanced
development of the drug treatment and satisfy
regulatory requirements. Yet other scientists
contend the stockpiles could still provide valu-
able information in the future.

Smallpox is one of the most lethal diseases
in history. For centuries, it killed about one-
third of the people it infected, including Queen
Mary II of England, and left most survivors
with deep scars on their faces from the hideous
pus-filled lesions. The last known case was in
Britain in 1978 when a university photogra-
pher who worked above a lab handling small-

pox died after being accidentally exposed to it
from the building's air duct system.

Smallpox vaccines are made from vaccinia,
a milder related virus. "We have many ways of
looking at smallpox, including gene mapping,
that means we don't need the actual (smallpox)
virus," said Henderson, who is now with the
Centre for Biosecurity at the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Centre.

American and Russian officials disagree.
Dr. Nils Daulaire, director of the U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services'
Office of Global Affairs, said the U.S. will
again ask WHO to postpone a decision calling
for the stockpile's destruction. He said U.S.
scientists need more time to finish research
into how well new vaccines and drugs work
against the virus. But he acknowledged U.S.
officials also want their own supply in case ter-
rorists unleash smallpox as a biological weapon
and additional study is needed. A scientist at
the Russian laboratory where smallpox is kept,
who spoke anonymously because he was not
authorized to speak to the press, said the virus
should be kept in case similar ones pop up in
the future and more studies are needed.

Meanwhile, officials from developing coun-
tries are anxious to close the last chapter on the
disease. Many rich countries like the U.S. have
their own smallpox vaccine stockpiles. WHO
also has at least 30 million doses for poor coun-
tries in case the virus re-emerges, but that sup-
ply uses older vaccines that can trigger AIDS in
people who have HIV.

David Evans, a smallpox expert at the Uni-
versity of Alberta, who was part of the WHO
team that inspected the U.S. and Russian labs
holding smallpox several years ago, says he
doubts the virus could escape from either facil-
ity. The viruses are kept at the U.S. Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta
and the State Research Centre of Virology
and Biotechnology in Novosibirsk, Siberia.

Laboratories where smallpox is kept have
the highest possible containment measures.
Scientists who work with the virus use finger-
print or retinal scans to get inside, wear a full-
body suit including gloves and goggles, and
shower with strong disinfectant before leav-
ing the lab and taking off the suit. The U.S.
smallpox viruses, which include samples from
Britain, Japan and the Netherlands, are stored
in liquid nitrogen.

Rumours about stockpiles in countries like
Iraq and North Korea have never been proven,
and Evans said it would be too difficult to
experiment with smallpox and keep it a secret.
"The nations I would worry about, weird places
run by odd dictators, they're just not capable of
doing this stuff," he said.

Evans thinks it's unlikely terrorists would
resort to smallpox in a biological attack. "If
you want to disrupt countries, there are lots of
easier ways to do it than to experiment with
something so dangerous," he said.

(This article was written by Maria Chen,
AP Medical Writer).

Kennedy
will be PLP
Waterloo

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Experts debate destroying last smallpox viruses 
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

I WILL start this letter by commending Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham for having the wisdom in appointing Dr
Duane Sands to the Senate. 

Dr Sands is an example of the type of politician that is
needed in our country today. 

I say this because I have observed his dedication in
wanting to serve his country especially us here in Eliza-
beth. 

He had never stopped coming every Saturday despite
being robbed in the Elizabeth by-election — that’s dedi-
cation and commitment. 

He had developed a bond with “Lizey”, we haven’t
seen Mr Pinder “that’s ducking Ryan” in the flesh since
the by-election but, he is always on the television or in the
newspaper babbling about stuff that has nothing to do
with us here in Elizabeth. 

I guess that is because he doesn’t have a plan for us and
only uses us to become a TV and newspaper star. Ain’t
long now jiving Ryan.

I will end this letter by congratulating Dr Sands on his
Senate appointment, today – Member of Parliament,
tomorrow and the next day – the sky is the limit.

PS I didn’t vote in the by-election but come the general
election it will be Dr Sands or nothing.

ELIZABETH VOTER
Nassau,
May, 2011.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

Re: Bin Laden is dead.
–The Tribune, May 2,
2011.

THERE used to be an
organisation of local Mus-
lims, Jama’at-ul-Islaam
(a.k.a. The Revolutionary
Movement in The
Bahamas).  

They were very outspo-
ken and kept us well
informed about things

Islamic. 
However, they also seem

to have become strangely
quiet since 9/11. 

If still in existence, it
might be educational for
many of us if they would
resurface and comment on
the demise of this despicable
mass murderer.

KEN W KNOWLES,
MD
Nassau, 
May 5, 2011.

Local Muslim organisation
should comment on the

death of Osama bin Laden

Dr Sands is the type
of politician needed

in our country
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By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Grand Bahama
Port Authority (GBPA) vice-presi-
dent Ginger Moxey said the com-
pletion and opening of the new Col-
lege of the Bahamas northern cam-
pus will act as a catalyst for infra-
structural and economic growth in
Grand Bahama. 

“Undeniably, COB plays an inte-
gral part in the long-term develop-
ment of our country, even more so
here on Grand Bahama,” she said
on Thursday during the official
opening of the new campus. 

Ms Moxey said the GBPA looks
forward to increased enrolment,
along with the emergence of new
supporting businesses in nearby
areas.  

She noted that the GBPA has
played an integral role in providing
access to education by facilitating
the building of many educational
institutions. 

In 2005, the GBPA donated 200
acres of land in east Grand Bahama

to COB for construction of a new
state-of-the-art institution. The first
two phases which consist of 40,000
sq ft facility comprising language,
computer, science laboratories,
bookstore, and administration office,
are situated on 50 acres of land. 

Ms Moxey said the donation of
land for the project was part of a
greater plan to move the island for-
ward. 

“It signified the organisation’s
investment in the future of the city
via education, to build its labour
resources, thereby making our des-
tination a more competitive loca-
tion for foreign direct investments,”
she said.

“It also signified the opportunity
for future investments that would
compliment the college, via hous-

ing, restaurants, shopping and enter-
tainment amenities that complete
the so called ‘college experience’ for
students.” 

Ms Moxey said the Freeport Mar-
itime Centre, consisting of the Har-
bour, Shipyard, Container Port, and
Bradford Marine, offers a unique
combination of world-class maritime
services.

“With the completion of the first
phase of COB’s northern Bahamas
campus the platform has been cre-
ated for Grand Bahama island to
become a centre for a leading inter-
national maritime institution and
signature programme for Grand
Bahama island,” she said.  

“We at the Grand Bahama Port
Authority for years have envisioned
the impact that a signature pro-

gramme of this kind would have on
the College of the Bahamas and
Grand Bahama Island.”

Ms Moxey stressed that education
continues to be one of the GBPA’s
priorities.

The company, she said, continues
to assist young people by offering
scholarships in niche careers that
have an impact on the island’s con-
tinuous growth and development.  

She added that scholarships are
awarded to the top graduating stu-
dent of each high school on Grand
Bahama, with recipients being
encouraged to spend their first two
years of tertiary education at
COB.

Ms Moxey said 93 recipients were
last year awarded GBPA scholar-
ships totalling $250,000.  

"I am vex because
despite all the prior sug-
gestions that court
houses be built close to
Fox Hill Prison to avoid
imminent danger from
the speeding prison bus
and its entourage, (it
still happens) all the
way from Fox Hill to
the law offices down-
town. So now with the
bus crashing, thankfully
this time without any
major loss of life, we
can actually have the
prisoners build their
own court facilities at
Fox Hill," 

– Common Sense

"Wow, I am too angry
to be vex when I hear
the authorities working
on clear oil pollution
cleanup policies (oxy-
moron). Only one single
oil well drilling and
exploration disaster
could wipe out the busi-
ness from the billions of
dollars worth of hotels
and our tourism indus-
try and leave our largest
work force unemployed
for months. All the
decades of building the
tourism and affiliated
industries, ie local
crops, supply to hotels,
taxi, straw, duty free
merchant stores, sales
clerks, etc, could be
wiped out by an oil well
drilling disaster, negli-
gence or sabotage in our
Bahamian waters.” 

– Clean and Pristine

"I vex when I reads
some accused persons
cannot get bail for
threatening your life but
other people have to get
accused persons bound
to keeps the peace and
still knows the accused
is still around the neigh-
bourhood.”

– Fair Play

"I vex when the
human rights interna-
tional people have to
hear that the incarcerat-
ed prisons did not want
the waterless toilets and
chose the 'slop bucket'
to defecate in instead,
and must wonder who is
in charge.”

– Manifest Destiny

"I am vex because all
sorts of vehicles are
using the green space in
front of the old Too-
good Photo Studio for
parking when it is one
of the few green areas
left to still see the water
from East Bay.”

– Water View

"I am vex that there
are apparently so many
alcoholics around the
streets and drunks judg-
ing from their driving
skills and NIB is invest-
ing in the alcohol busi-
ness." 

– Health and 
Happiness

THERE are renewed calls
for the resignation of
National Security Minister
Tommy Turnquest in view
of rising crime and violence. 

Activist and Progressive
Liberal Party supporter
Ricardo Smith said Mr Turn-
quest should do the "decent"
thing and step down to allow
someone with a solution to
crime to head his ministry. 

“There is no doubt that we
have arrived at a point in
time when the crime rate in
the Bahamas is out of con-
trol. And it is incumbent of
the minister who sits in the
chair of national security,
and who takes responsibility
with crime, policing, and
matters of that nature to
take responsibility for the
present situation in our
country," Mr Smith said.

"If the Minister of
Tourism is doing well we
credit him with the success of
tourism. So if the portfolio
under the Minister of
National Security is one in
a poor state then he must be
held responsible. And the
present position of the gov-
ernment of the Bahamas to
(let him) remain in the posi-
tion in which he sits today
for as long as they have is a
clear indication that the gov-
ernment is without any pos-
sible solution to the present
state of crime in the
Bahamas.

"We are making a final
appeal before we will take
to the Parliament of the
Bahamas, a final appeal to
Mr Turnquest to do that
which is honourable, to do
that which is decent. Not to
wait for the prime minister
to ask him to go, but for he

himself to tender his resig-
nation in the interest of the
people of the Common-
wealth of the Bahamas," Mr
Smith urged.

Earlier this month the
PLP called for Mr Turnquest
to be fired over his "laugh-
ably incompetent" assault on
crime. 

"No logical thinking
Bahamian from any sector
of the political divide would
agree that the FNM Gov-
ernment has been successful
since 2007 in its efforts to
stem the relentless and
unremitting tide of crime in
the Bahamas.

"Bahamians are suffering
gravely from record levels of
crime and the fear of crime. 

"The PLP again calls upon
the prime minister to fire
Tommy Turnquest," the par-
ty said.

COB northern campus ‘will be
catalyst for economic growth’

GBPA vice-president says Grand
Bahama will benefit from opening

THE National Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA) will observe National Dis-
aster Preparedness Week starting this Sun-
day until the following Saturday under the
theme ‘Building Disaster Resilient Com-
munities Through Mitigation and Pre-
paredness ”.

The week comes on the heels of the Cen-
tral Bahamas Disaster Conference held May
10-12 at the Sheraton Cable Beach Resort.
Focus of the conference, which attracted
representatives from Family Islands, was to
discuss and examine the country’s state of
readiness in the event a disaster should
strike.

The National Disaster Preparedness Week
kicks off with a church service at Faith Unit-

ed Missionary Baptist Church, Faith United
Way off Blue Hill Road South on Sunday at
10am.

Other activities include NEMA repre-
sentatives appearing on radio and TV talk
shows; visiting schools around the country to
teach and encourage students to assist in
their homes and communities in disaster
preparedness, and an exhibition at the Mall
at Marathon.

The mission of NEMA is to reduce the
loss of life and property within the Bahamas
by ensuring that adequate preparedness and
mitigation measures, response and recov-
ery mechanisms are established to counter-
act the impact of natural and technological
hazards.

By BETTY VEDRINE

THE Bahamas can benefit from Sweden’s
experience in renewable and alternative
energy, information technology and entre-
preneurship, Governor-General Sir Arthur
Foulkes said as the new Swedish Ambas-
sador presented his Letters of Credence at
Government House on Thursday.

Sir Arthur Foulkes welcomed Claes Ham-
mar, Ambassador-designate of the King-
dom of Sweden to the Bahamas, during the
ceremony and also accepted Letters of
Recall from the former ambassador.

“I am especially pleased, Excellency, to
recognise the significance that your govern-
ment in the past, and presently, places on
ensuring international peace and stability,

which is evidenced by the fact that Sweden
continuously ranks among the top donors to
UN peacekeeping and stabilisation missions
around the world.”

The new envoy said his government would
continue to support efforts to strengthen
ties between the Bahamas and Sweden. 

Mr Hammar was born on July 7, 1954 in
Gothenburg, Sweden and is married to
Katharine Hammar, nee Lewis. Prior to
being posted as Ambassador to the
Bahamas, Mr Hammar served as Minister
for Trade and Economic Affairs at the
Embassy of Sweden in Washington, DC,
from 2005 to 2010.

A reception followed the Government
House ceremony in the ballroom at Mount
Fitzwilliam.

NEW SWEDISH AMBASSADOR 
PRESENTS LETTERS OF COMMISSION 

LETTERS ACCREDITING Claes Hammar, left, as Ambassador of Sweden to the Bahamas are
passed on to Governor General Sir Arthur Foulkes as the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Immigration Brent Symonette looks on. Patrick Hanna/BIS

WHY YOU

VEX?

RENEWED CALLS FOR
MINISTER TO RESIGN

NEMA to observe National 
Disaster Preparedness Week

MINISTER OF NATIONAL
SECURITY Tommy Turnquest
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Grant’s Town Wesley Methodist Church
(Baillou Hill Rd & Chapel Street) P.O.Box CB-13046

The Holy Ghost Prayer-Line number is 326-7427
(www.gtwesley.org)

SUNDAY MAY 15TH, 2011

Theme: "Like Good Stewards of The Manifold Grace of God, Serve
One Another With Whatever Gift Each of You Have Received." 

7:00 a.m. Rev. Godfey Bethel/Bro. Andre Bethel
11:00 a.m. Rev. Carla Culmer/Lay Preachers

7:00 p.m. Festival Praise
 

CENTRAL GOSPEL CHAPEL
CHRISTIE & DOWDESWELL STREETS • Tel: 325-2921

SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 2011

Bible Class: 9:45 a.m. • Breaking of Bread Service: 10:45 a.m.
• Community Outreach: 11:30 a.m. • Evening Service: 7:00 p.m.

• Midweek Service 7:30 p.m. (Wednesdays)

11:30 a.m. Speaker

Bro. Loran Carr

THE Bahamas Constitu-
tion Party tonight cele-
brates 12 years as a politi-
cal organisation with a
mini rally and concert at
Golden Gates Assemblies
Park at 7pm.

The BCP first contested
Bahamian elect ions in
2002 fol lowing the 
party’s official launch on
May 14, 1999, which was
celebrated with a thanks-
giving service at the Gold-
en Gates Assemblies
Church.

The party said the
anniversary occasion will
also be marked by prayers
for the nation.

“This occasion will also
thrust forward our cam-
paign towards the general
elect ion scheduled for
2012, as the BCP expects
to contest the election as

a stand-alone entity. 
“The BCP is duly regis-

tered with the Parliamen-
tary Registration Depart-
ment, with the cross as its
official symbol on the bal-
lot for the 2012 general
elections,” the party said
it a statement.

Morality
The BCP describes itself

as a primarily “social and
fiscal conservative party,
expecting to esteem the
rule of law as a minimalist
approach to governance,
with morality being its ceil-
ing for al l  government
action.” 

Despite its minimal pub-
lic exposure, the BCP lead-
ership is planning to be
ready to “govern on day
one”, having spent the past

12 to 13 years in “research,
development and plan-
ning” with an agenda
towards “peace, order and
prosperity in the Com-
monwealth of  the
Bahamas.”

The BCP said while
some of its candidates will
make an appearance at
tonight’s rally, the party
will not introduce its full
slate until its July conven-
tion, when all 39 candi-
dates are expected to be
ratified.

Several Bahamians liv-
ing in the United States
are expected to fly to Nas-
sau for the occasion,
including children min-
istries specialist, Bahami-
an-born Pastor Ricardo
Miller, who will provide a
“devotional  thought 
for the rally”, the BCP

said. 
Pastor Miller who now

operates out of Dallas,
Texas, and will be in Nas-
sau for f ive days for a
series of school and church
visitations and workshops,
with a view of giving back
to the Bahamian commu-
nity.

Speeches
Several  speeches on

“conservative and right-
eous governance” will be
presented, including one
from the BCP new nation-
al chairman Stephen Ser-
rette, former PLP branch
chairman, and BCP ser-
vant leader S Ali McIn-
tosh, the first woman to
lead a political party into
Bahamian general elec-
tions.

US AMBASSADOR
Nicole Avant will be host-
ing a town hall meeting on
Wednesday at 3pm for all
American citizens living the
Bahamas to encourage them
to prepare for the upcom-
ing hurricane season. 

In order to attend this
event, you must be a US cit-
izen enrolled in the Smart
Travel Enrollment Pro-
gramme. 

To enroll, please go to
http://travel.state.gov. 

Once enrolled, RSVP via
email to ACSN@state.gov
no later than Monday to
receive further information.
Please include your name
and passport number in the
RSVP.

Emergency
The Smart Travel Enrol-

ment Programme allows the
US Embassy to better assist
American citizens abroad in
times of an emergency, such
as a natural disaster. 

For example, after the
earthquake in Haiti, over
16,700 US citizens and fam-
ily members were evacuated
with the assistance of the US
Department of State’s Smart
Travel Enrolment Pro-
gramme.

“Americans travelling or
residing abroad should
always enter their travel and
contact information into the
Smart Travel Enrolment
Programme before leaving
home because it will make it
easier for consular officers
in US embassies and con-
sulates around the world to

contact you during an emer-
gency,” said US Embassy
Nassau’s Chief of American
Citizen Services, Joanna
Weinz. 

“This is particularly
important during natural
disasters when families or
friends in the US often have
difficulties contacting their
loved ones abroad because
telephone and internet ser-
vices are down.”

The Bahamas is one of the
top overseas tourist destina-
tions for US residents, with
over five million American
citizens visiting each year.

REPRESENTATIVES of the coun-
try’s Rotaract Clubs presented the Can-
cer Society of the Bahamas with a dona-
tion garnered from the proceeds of their
inaugural “Cancer Walk” in March.

The walk was the first project on
which all the Rotaract Clubs collaborat-
ed. In addition, the community service
project was organised in honour of cel-
ebrating World Rotaract Week, in soli-
darity with the other Rotaract Clubs in
District 7020. 

The event was supported by both
Rotarians and partakers from the com-
munity, and the refreshments were pro-
vided by Aquapure Water.

Participants were asked to wear blue
in honour of National Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month and walked from
Arawak Cay to Goodman’s Bay and
back to show their support for all aspects
of cancer that affects our society from
pediatric cancer to breast cancer. 

In keeping with their motto “Service

Above Self”, all proceeds donated were
presented to the president of the Cancer
Society Earle Bethell to assist with the
day to day running of the organisation. 

Rotaract is a Rotary-sponsored ser-
vice club for young men and women
ages 18 to 30. 

Rotaract clubs are usually community-
based or university-based and are spon-
sored by a local Rotary Club making
them true "partners in service" and key
members of the Rotary family.

FROM LEFT: David Lakin, Rotarian, East Nassau; Rishad Bain, president of Rotaract South East Nassau Centennial; Earle Bethell, president of the Can-
cer Society of the Bahamas;  Anne Myers, president of Rotaract East Nassau; Rande Nicolls, vice-president of Rotaract East Nassau.

ROTARACT CLUBS DONATE TO CANCER SOCIETY US EMBASSY TO HOST MEETING FOR
AMERICAN FAMILIES IN THE BAHAMAS

DURING HURRICANE SEASON

Bahamas Constitution Party to mark
12 year anniversary with mini rally

US AMBASSADOR
Nicole Avant

 



was still noted that for the
DNA to fill the hotel’s ball-
room was an accomplishment
“in and of itself.”

However, the commentary
on the actual content of
Branville McCartney’s speech
was another matter.

According to one online
blogger on The Tribune’s
website, tribune242.com,
C’Mon Man, there was little
difference in Mr McCartney’s
speech from any other that
was delivered by Prime Min-
ister Hubert Ingraham or PLP
Leader Perry Christie.

“If you closed your eyes
during Bran’s speech last
night, it would have been dif-
ficult to discern from the con-
tent of the speech Bran from
Hubert Ingraham or Perry
Christie because all I heard
was the same old politician
speak. We gonna do dis for
you, we gonna do dat for you
and we gonna make all your
dreams come true without
ever saying where the money
gonna come from to do these

things.
“We Bahamians say we

don’t like to be talked down
to, but everytime a politician
talk to us like this they are
talking down to us by telling
us what they think we want
to hear. It would have been
refreshing for a politician to
just be honest for a change
and tell it like it is the good,
bad and the ugly. Otherwise
we will only be changing faces
with the same old politics,”
the blogger noted.

Erasmus Folly, a regular
blogger on tribune242.com
also wrote that he was not
impressed with the DNA’s
launch.

“The candidates leave
much to be desired. The guy
from Exuma already proved
he doesn’t understand busi-
ness. The others, I don’t know
enough about, but I am not
convinced. I’d like to see Bran
win his (seat), with maybe one
or two others from that party

and see if they can sound sen-
sible in Parliament over the
next five years.

“Then perhaps see for the
following election if they can
offer more or win other cred-
ible candidates to their cause.
I’d like to see change, but if it
is wishy washy, then it is a
waste of time. Faith in the
people, which he drones on
about, is a very, very vague
term and means nothing. I’m
always wary of fluff, too much
talk of ‘listening’ and a speech
without a clear and dis-
cernible plan of action.

“It is not enough to say that
if you put the ‘people first’
everything will work out.
Tyrants and leaders obsessed
with their own charisma
always talk most loudly about
putting the people first and
rarely manage to deliver any-
thing of the kind,” he said.

‘Watching Jane’ — another
blogger —added: “I like Bran
as a person, but I must say I
was not impressed by the
speech, it lacked substance
and was far too long!’

However there were also
positive reviews of the DNA’s
launch from online viewers
and those persons interviewed
yesterday.

“Philosopher King” wrote

that that the DNA is off to a
good start, and “Androsian
Finest” said that Mr McCart-
ney needs to “work fast” and
do what he needs to do
because the FNM “is up to
something.”

“We in Andros have your
back – we for you. DNA all
the way! Last night was
great,” the blogger wrote.

Stanley Jackson Sr added
that congratulations are in
order for Mr McCartney and
the DNA for their “over-
whelmingly” successful
launch.

“Never in Bahamian histo-

ry has a third party garnered
such huge support. Mr
McCartney’s delivery was
excellent, well poised and
answered every question nec-
essary and more at this junc-
ture as an introductory for the
DNA. Indeed he offers hope
Obama style . . . which is sore-
ly needed in our country after
44 years of failure, rampant
corruption, film flam, double
talk, razzle dazzle and broken
promises from the PLP and
FNM who find themselves
hopelessly compromised by
special interest and unable to
govern,” he said.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 0.155 0.080 7.6 6.78%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
7.50 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.91 6.91 0.00 0.213 0.100 32.4 1.45%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.047 0.090 57.4 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.00 8.69 Cable Bahamas 8.74 8.74 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.55%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.459 0.040 5.6 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.98 6.98 0.00 0.496 0.260 14.1 3.72%
2.53 1.86 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.00 1.92 -0.08 0.111 0.045 17.3 2.34%
2.54 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.31 1.31 0.00 0.107 0.110 12.2 8.40%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.40 5.40 0.00 0.357 0.240 15.1 4.44%
9.00 5.65 Finco 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.682 0.000 8.8 0.00%
9.85 8.60 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.60 8.60 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.4 4.07%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.435 0.160 13.8 2.67%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk Hi 52wk Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

FRIDAY, 13 MAY 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,435.26 | CHG -0.08 | %CHG -0.01 | YTD -64.25 | YTD % -4.28

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.65 0.75 0.40 0.029 0.000 24.13 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5573 1.4674 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5573 2.04% 6.13% 1.535365
3.0185 2.9020 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 3.0185 2.41% 4.01% 2.952663
1.5976 1.5289 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5976 1.50% 4.50% 1.580804
3.2025 2.6384 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.6384 -3.01% -13.12%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
116.5808 103.9837 CFAL Global Bond Fund 116.5808 0.71% 8.38% 115.762221
114.1289 101.7254 CFAL Global Equity Fund 114.1289 2.39% 7.89% 111.469744
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1608 1.25% 5.20%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1214 0.26% 4.18%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1620 1.12% 5.24%
9.9952 9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.8891 0.43% 4.27%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.4985 4.04% 7.76%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.6813 6.55% 7.65%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.8564 5.46% 11.17%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price
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 Change - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths
 Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value
 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful
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BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

30-Apr-11
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31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
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30-Apr-11
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30-Apr-11
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31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11
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“to get the guns off the streets” that are killing so many young peo-
ple in our communities, said Sgt Chrislyn Skippings, press liaison
officer.

Anyone with information is asked to contact the police at 919,
322-3333, CDU 502-9991 or 502-9910 or Crime stoppers at 328-
TIPS.

consultant plastic surgeon,
anesthesiologist and
microvascular surgeon, said
their main concern is treating
injuries from smoke inhala-
tion.

“One of the children has
two per cent of burns and the
other has 17-20 per cent of
burns externally. That does
play into the management
overall but at this point in
time it is the smoke inhala-
tion that we are mainly con-
cerned about and that is what
we are primarily focusing on. 

“Doctors are encouraged
by signs and expect the four
children to recover,” he said.

While the cause of the
blaze has not been officially
determined, police fire ser-
vices believe it was likely to
due to an electrical shortage. 

The father, who neigh-
bours said operated a small
electrical repair shop out of
the building, reportedly left

the seven siblings, whose ages
range from two to 10, at home
alone. His wife, it is report-
ed, does not live in the coun-
try.

The fire started sometime
after 3.40pm on Wednesday.
A short time later it had
engulfed the lower level of
the apartment complex.

As the blaze started to con-
sume the structure, neigh-
bours banded together and
tried to save the children who
could be heard screaming
inside.

Neighbours who saw the
huge flames and heard the
children’s screams tried their
best to break through the
front door of the apartment
but were thwarted in their
attempts by the heat of the
inferno. 

Firefighters arrived and
extinguished the blaze, they
discovered the seven children
in an "unresponsive state" in
an eastern bedroom of the
apartment.

unencumbered by inflation, saw a positive
boost of .095 per cent in 2010, according to
the data. 

Findings on national mortgage commit-
ments, obtained from the Central Bank's
February 2011 Report, showed that in 2010
residential mortgage commitments fell by
$73 million while commercial commitments
fell by $36 million. 

The data also notes that exports account-
ed for nearly 30 per cent of the total con-
tribution to the country's GDP. 

The 2010 preliminary results are based
on early estimates from the Central Bank,
Ministry of Tourism, and the Foreign
Trade Section of the Department of Sta-
tistics. 

They are also based on indicators such as
hotel room rates, megawatt sales, build-
ing permits, chargeable telephone minutes,
consumer price index, and the like. 

By GENA GIBBS

ABOUT 100 Southern
Androsians welcomed the Govern-
ment’s helping hand to help reduce
their light bill. They accepted their
share of the 270,000 free govern-
ment-issued compact florescent
lamps (CFLs) as part of the Min-
istry of the Environment’s National
Energy Policy initiative called “30/30
by 2030.”

The programme is also supported
by Local Government and helps to
applying energy efficiency to the dai-
ly routine of Bahamians.

“Most of you have seen them by
now, these are the CFLs, the com-
pact florescent lamp bulbs. These
are the same bulbs we have been
using all along these florescent bulbs,
same technology, except these ones
now you just take them and put
them in the regular socket, and any
socket will do for these bulbs,” said
Zendel Forbes, CFL project co-ordi-
nator for the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment.

“The CFLs are an integral part of
the National Energy Policy, which
is on the BEST Commission’s web-
site on BEST.gov.bs. Look it up the
policy is on the website and the Gov-

ernment has adopted the theme of
“30/30 by 2030”, and what that says
is that we want to reduce our con-
sumption of energy by 30 per cent
and we want to have our energy
needs being met with 30 per cent
renewable by the year 2030,” he said.

Opposition Member of Parlia-
ment for South Andros also com-
mended the Government’s plan that
addresses the immediate needs of
constituent complaints.

“I would like to pass on my
accommodation for this great pro-
gramme under the Inter-Develop-
mental Bank and the Bahamas Gov-
ernment that gives some level of cre-
dence to people having a better way
of living through a limited way of
cheapening the cost of everyday
electricity,” said Picewell Forbes,
Opposition MP for South Andros.

“This is a bold initiative also by
the Ministry of the Environment, as
we in the world have become more
renewable energy-conscious and
environmentally friendly, in our
effort to educate our local people in
this community also to the impor-
tance of how to preserve and protect
energy and also nature.”

Southern Androsians were made
aware that solar and wind energy

are amongst the top renewable
resources that will help to also offset
the rising cost of fossil fuel energy.

“Second home owners and also
those who traverse our beautiful
islands, especially here in South
Andros, and who are people of
wealth and means, I want you to
look at the opportunity it could offer
sometimes because these are peo-
ple who are exposed also to wind
and solar and renewable energy and
how you can use the natural envi-
ronment for example with wind.
Talk with them and challenge them,
especially the younger ones,” said
Mr Forbes.

“We don’t want you to not sup-
port BEC. But I think the world is
now headed in that direction. We
could use some of the same things
here in South Andros. We may have
to look at wind supply because at
the end of the day, BEC, although it
has all its challenges, is still our
major source of supply and we can’t
determine what’s going to happen

to the cost of fossil fuel, or what we
call gasoline prices on the world mar-
ket. Right now gas in Nassau costs
$5.70 and it costs almost $6 some-
thing in Andros. That’s a challenge.”

On May 4, Congo Town residents
crowded the Local Government
complex to exchange their incan-

descent bulbs for Government-
issued CFLs and participate in the
National Energy Policy’s energy
reduction programme. Distribution
simultaneously took place in Bimini,
Mayaguana, Acklins, Inagua, Long
Cay, Crooked Island, San Salvador,
and Cat Island.

Southern Androsians
take advantage of 
Govt helping hand

ZENDEL FORBES, project co-ordinator, gave
Congo Town residents a brief insight into the
Government’s National Energy Policy, which he
told them is on the BEST Commission’s website. 

FROM page one

FOUR CHILDREN WHO SURVIVED
FIRE ARE EXPECTED TO RECOVER

FROM page one

JOBS FROM GOVT PROGRAMMES ‘GIVE 
HOUSEHOLDS MORE DISPOSABLE INCOME’

FROM page one

MANHUNT AFTER LATEST MURDER

FROM page one ‘MIXED REVIEWS’ AFTER DNA’S OFFICIAL LAUNCH

BRANVILLE MCCARTNEY
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INSIDE• Temple Fellowship champs again

FT. PIERCE, Florida – Popular
Bahamian heavyweight Sherman
“The Tank” Williams has called-in
his Evander “The Real Deal” Holy-
field-marker and demanded an
immediate rematch.

Williams claims the future Hall
of Famer verbally agreed to fight
him after their January 22nd fight in
West Virginia ended in a highly
controversial “no contest” due to
Holyfield’s left eye suffering a cut
from a “ruled” unintentional clash
of heads.

Williams (34-11-2, 19 KOs)
patiently waited as three proposed
fights against Holyfield that were
cancelled before finally fighting Jan-
uary 22 on a Integrated Sports
Media pay-per-view event live from
The Greenbrier in White Sulphur
Springs. 

Williams was led on all three
judges’ scorecards, by identical
scores of 29-28, after three rounds
when referee Dave Johnson sur-
prisingly halted the match.

Holyfield returned to the ring last
weekend in Denmark, stopping
Brien Nielson in the 10th round.

“Holyfield said in the ring dur-
ing a post fight interview with Ben-
ny Ricardo on the pay-per-view

show that he would give me a
rematch,” Williams said. 

“It was copied on DVD and post-
ed on You Tube. The referee had
no business making that decision
or even officiating the fight. The
World Boxing Federation could not
overruled his bad decision to make
it a no contest, but could have tak-
en a stronger position to declare
me the champion or demand a

rematch. 
“I took that fight very personal. It

was originally supposed to happen
November 6 and 11, again Decem-
ber 12, and finally did happen Jan-
uary 22. The delays cost me time
and money but also gave me extra
time to train with John David Jack-
son to prepare a game plan to beat
H o l y f i e l d . ”

A rematch with Holyfield not
only would be big in the Bahamas,
but having the living legend Evan-
der Holyfield fight would be huge
throughout the Caribbean. 

“I’ve been waiting for a break my
entire career but all I’ve been is
continually victimised,” Williams
said. “I’m aggressive and Holyfield
is a counter-aggressive fighter who
has to bounce before he jumps in. I
baited him in and hurt him with

some big
o v e r h a n d
rights. 

“He’s  a
very intelli-
gent fighter, a
genius who
cleverly gets
away with a
lot in the ring.
If you look a
replay of our
fight, early in
the second
round there
was a clash of heads, but no blood
at all. With 10 seconds left I hit him
with a shot, another powerful over-
hand right, and he stumbled back
wiping his eye with his glove.” 

SEE page 10

Sherman “The
Tank” Williams

TRACK

FRITZ GRANT 
INVITATIONAL

• THE Ambassadors Athletic
Club’s fourth annual Florida’s
Natural Fritz Grant Invitational
that got started on Friday night,
will wrap up today, starting at
2pm at the Thomas A. Robinson
Track and Field Stadium.

SOFTBALL

NPSA ACTION
• THE New Providence Soft-

ball Association continued its
regular season action on Thurs-
day night at the Baillou Hills
Sporting Complex with the Sig-
ma Brackettes blanking the first
year Sea Star Phoenix 7-0.

Ernestine Stubbs went the dis-
tance, tossing a two-hitter with
five strike outs for the win. Oria
‘Big O’ Knowles suffered the loss

on three hits with six walks and
four strike outs.

Shauette Taylor went 1-for-2
with two RBI and a run scored;
Ruthann Simms was 1-for-3 with
an RBI and Vandette Smith was
1-for-2 with two runs scored to
lead the Brackettes’ offensive
attack.

Tamika Davis was 1-for-1 and
Seanae Bowe was 1-for-2 in a los-
ing effort.

The NPSA will be back in
action tonight with a double
header on tap, starting at 7 p.m.

CONDOLENCES

BAPTIST SPORTS COUNCIL
• THE Baptist Sports Council

has offered its condolences to the
family of the late Alma Rosetta
Storr, especially her daughter
Nicole Storr-Major. 

Storr-Major served diligently
as the secretary of the BSC.

ED Armbrister , the only
Bahamian to play and win a World
Series ring – two rings, for that
matter - has announced the for-
mation of a baseball league that
is bearing his name.

Ed Armbrister, who played his
first big league game at age 25,
was a 5-year outfielder for the
Cincinnati Reds “Big Red
Machine” that starred such Major
League Baseball Hall of Famers
as Pete Rose, Joe Morgan, Tony
Perez and Johnny Bench.

The Ed Armbrister Baseball
League will launch today (May 14)
at Windsor Park with exhibition
games for all age players, starting
at 6 o’clock.

Before staging a tournament

next weekend, the exhibition
games today will allow organisers
to test the quality of the field. All
ballplayers are invited to come to
the park to hit, field and catch,
then take part in the exhibition
games today that will run from 6-
10 p.m.

Any person or coach wishing to
participate in the newly-formed
Ed Armbrister Baseball League
are invited to participate tomor-
row evening, even if you simply
want to see if you still have the
tools and desire to play baseball.
Fans, who want to see and encour-
age live baseball action back in
the heart of inner city Nassau, are
also welcome to visit the field.

The invitational tournament will

be staged next Saturday in memo-
ry of the late Wenty Ford, who
pitched in 1973 for the Atlanta
Braves. A teammate of home-run
king Henry “Hank” Aaron, Wen-
ty Ford is the older brother of
Andy and Mario “Gubbs” Ford
who runs the Mario Ford Baseball
Club, one of the sponsors of the
tournament. 

The other tournament sponsors
are Buttons Formal Wear, the
Urban Baseball League, headed
by Mike Butler, and ZSR Radio
1 0 3 . 5 F M .

Wenty Ford died in an auto acci-
dent in 1980 at age 33 and spent
many hours playing or coaching
baseball on Windsor Park, near
his parents’ home.

Armbrister set to launch
new baseball league

ALICE TOWN, BIMINI – P e r-
haps not since the days of Ernest
Hemingway and Zane Grey has
Bimini seen such an accumulation
of world class artists gathered for a
fishing tournament.

Instead of men who make their
living with words, these artists cap-
ture the world in bronze, marble,
watercolors, acrylics, oils and pho-
t o g r a p h y .

“Bimini hasn’t seen a group
together like this in many, many
years,” said Ned Stone, tournament
director for next week’s Guy Harvey
Billfish Invitational.

In addition to Dr. Harvey, Bimini
will be hosting visits from interna-
tionally known sculptors Kent Ull-
berg and Ed Pang (who created the
tournament’s Hemingway-Lerner
and Frank Johnson trophies, respec-
tively) and celebrated
marine/wildlife photographers Marc
Montocchio, Pat Ford and Scott
K e r r i g a n .

“Bimini itself comprises the full
artist palette – a colorful feast for
the eyes and senses,” said Harvey,
who will be competing in the tour-
nament aboard Captain Billy Black-
’s El Viejo. 

“There’s no other place like it in
the world like Bimini, and little won-
der that it drew men like Heming-
way and Grey to its shores.

Ernest Hemingway was an early
apostle to the Bimini experience in
the 1930s, where he drank, brawled
and wrote his way through several
fishing seasons, traveling back and
forth between his home in Key West
and his beloved ‘Is land in the
Stream’. 

His creative workshop was the
Compleat Angler and his character-
isations came from a world popu-
lated by giant blue marlin, bluefin
tuna and schools of sharks almost
too large to count. 

With his literary acclaim and
sporting prowess, Hemingway,
together with countless other kin-
dred spirits like novelist Zane Grey
and scientist/naturalist Michael
Lerner, established Bimini as the
Big Game Fishing Capital of the
World home today to some 50 world

record catches and counting.
Harvey, a celebrated artist, scien-

tist and conservationist, is hosting
the The Billfish Invitational at the
historic Big Game Club located in
Bimini’s Alice Town. The tourna-
ment will run from May 18-21.

The all release tournament will
feature three days of fishing, and
target all billfish species. In addi-
tion to individual prizes, the tour-
nament format will include the
award of the two perpetual trophies,
to be displayed in the Club’s new
trophy room lounge.

Eligible species for the Billfish
Tournament include Blue Marlin,
White Marlin, Sailfish, Spearfish and
S w o r d f i s h .

Tournament sponsors include
Woods and Associates,
www.woodsyachts.com, which orig-

inally began in Fort Myers Beach
as Woods & Oviatt in 1973, has long
been a fixture in South Florida yacht
and sportfishing boat sales.  

A Blue Marlin Sponsor, the fam-
ily-run firm joins Hell’s Bay Boat-
works and Costa del Mar sunglasses
(Sailfish category) and by Rybovich,
the Bimini Boatyard, Johnson
Marine Electronics, Seacoast Marine
Finance, ACR Electronics, Luu
Marine & Associates and Sky Limo
Air Charters (Wahoo category).

Administered by the Guy Harvey
Ocean Foundation and the IGFA,
net tournament proceeds will be
reinvested in Bimini and surround-
ing waters. For registration and fur-
ther details, contact Captain Ned
Store at nstone@guyharveyout-
post.com or call 954-524-2225
(office) or 954-205-9595 (cell).

Bimini fishing tournament to
play host to world class artists

“ H o ly field owes me a fight. I was pre p a red fo r
v i c t o ry last Ja nu a ry and will be again if he
gi ves me a re m a t ch. I’m not mad at the guy but
he should stick to his word.”

Sherman ‘Tank’ Williams

SPORTSNOTES

TANK DEMANDS HOLYFIELD REMATCH

Kent Ullberg

Guy Harvey
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FT. PIERCE, Florida – Popular
Bahamian heavyweight Sherman
“The Tank” Williams has called-in
his Evander “The Real Deal” Holy-
field-marker and demanded an
immediate rematch.

Williams claims the future Hall
of Famer verbally agreed to fight
him after their January 22nd fight in
West Virginia ended in a highly
controversial “no contest” due to
Holyfield’s left eye suffering a cut
from a “ruled” unintentional clash
of heads.

Williams (34-11-2, 19 KOs)
patiently waited as three proposed
fights against Holyfield that were
cancelled before finally fighting Jan-
uary 22 on a Integrated Sports
Media pay-per-view event live from
The Greenbrier in White Sulphur
Springs. 

Williams was led on all three
judges’ scorecards, by identical
scores of 29-28, after three rounds
when referee Dave Johnson sur-
prisingly halted the match.

Holyfield returned to the ring last
weekend in Denmark, stopping
Brien Nielson in the 10th round.

“Holyfield said in the ring dur-
ing a post fight interview with Ben-
ny Ricardo on the pay-per-view

show that he would give me a
rematch,” Williams said. 

“It was copied on DVD and post-
ed on You Tube. The referee had
no business making that decision
or even officiating the fight. The
World Boxing Federation could not
overruled his bad decision to make
it a no contest, but could have tak-
en a stronger position to declare
me the champion or demand a

rematch. 
“I took that fight very personal. It

was originally supposed to happen
November 6 and 11, again Decem-
ber 12, and finally did happen Jan-
uary 22. The delays cost me time
and money but also gave me extra
time to train with John David Jack-
son to prepare a game plan to beat
Holyfield.”

A rematch with Holyfield not
only would be big in the Bahamas,
but having the living legend Evan-
der Holyfield fight would be huge
throughout the Caribbean. 

“I’ve been waiting for a break my
entire career but all I’ve been is
continually victimised,” Williams
said. “I’m aggressive and Holyfield
is a counter-aggressive fighter who
has to bounce before he jumps in. I
baited him in and hurt him with

some big
o v e r h a n d
rights. 

“He’s a
very intelli-
gent fighter, a
genius who
cleverly gets
away with a
lot in the ring.
If you look a
replay of our
fight, early in
the second
round there
was a clash of heads, but no blood
at all. With 10 seconds left I hit him
with a shot, another powerful over-
hand right, and he stumbled back
wiping his eye with his glove.” 

SEE page 10

Sherman “The
Tank” Williams
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FRITZ GRANT 
INVITATIONAL

• THE Ambassadors Athletic
Club’s fourth annual Florida’s
Natural Fritz Grant Invitational
that got started on Friday night,
will wrap up today, starting at
2pm at the Thomas A. Robinson
Track and Field Stadium.

SOFTBALL

NPSA ACTION
• THE New Providence Soft-

ball Association continued its
regular season action on Thurs-
day night at the Baillou Hills
Sporting Complex with the Sig-
ma Brackettes blanking the first
year Sea Star Phoenix 7-0.

Ernestine Stubbs went the dis-
tance, tossing a two-hitter with
five strike outs for the win. Oria
‘Big O’ Knowles suffered the loss

on three hits with six walks and
four strike outs.

Shauette Taylor went 1-for-2
with two RBI and a run scored;
Ruthann Simms was 1-for-3 with
an RBI and Vandette Smith was
1-for-2 with two runs scored to
lead the Brackettes’ offensive
attack.

Tamika Davis was 1-for-1 and
Seanae Bowe was 1-for-2 in a los-
ing effort.

The NPSA will be back in
action tonight with a double
header on tap, starting at 7 p.m.

CONDOLENCES

BAPTIST SPORTS COUNCIL
• THE Baptist Sports Council

has offered its condolences to the
family of the late Alma Rosetta
Storr, especially her daughter
Nicole Storr-Major. 

Storr-Major served diligently
as the secretary of the BSC.

ED Armbrister, the only
Bahamian to play and win a World
Series ring – two rings, for that
matter - has announced the for-
mation of a baseball league that
is bearing his name.

Ed Armbrister, who played his
first big league game at age 25,
was a 5-year outfielder for the
Cincinnati Reds “Big Red
Machine” that starred such Major
League Baseball Hall of Famers
as Pete Rose, Joe Morgan, Tony
Perez and Johnny Bench.

The Ed Armbrister Baseball
League will launch today (May 14)
at Windsor Park with exhibition
games for all age players, starting
at 6 o’clock.

Before staging a tournament

next weekend, the exhibition
games today will allow organisers
to test the quality of the field. All
ballplayers are invited to come to
the park to hit, field and catch,
then take part in the exhibition
games today that will run from 6-
10 p.m.

Any person or coach wishing to
participate in the newly-formed
Ed Armbrister Baseball League
are invited to participate tomor-
row evening, even if you simply
want to see if you still have the
tools and desire to play baseball.
Fans, who want to see and encour-
age live baseball action back in
the heart of inner city Nassau, are
also welcome to visit the field.

The invitational tournament will

be staged next Saturday in memo-
ry of the late Wenty Ford, who
pitched in 1973 for the Atlanta
Braves. A teammate of home-run
king Henry “Hank” Aaron, Wen-
ty Ford is the older brother of
Andy and Mario “Gubbs” Ford
who runs the Mario Ford Baseball
Club, one of the sponsors of the
tournament. 

The other tournament sponsors
are Buttons Formal Wear, the
Urban Baseball League, headed
by Mike Butler, and ZSR Radio
103.5FM.

Wenty Ford died in an auto acci-
dent in 1980 at age 33 and spent
many hours playing or coaching
baseball on Windsor Park, near
his parents’ home.

Armbrister set to launch
new baseball league

ALICE TOWN, BIMINI – Per-
haps not since the days of Ernest
Hemingway and Zane Grey has
Bimini seen such an accumulation
of world class artists gathered for a
fishing tournament.

Instead of men who make their
living with words, these artists cap-
ture the world in bronze, marble,
watercolors, acrylics, oils and pho-
tography.

“Bimini hasn’t seen a group
together like this in many, many
years,” said Ned Stone, tournament
director for next week’s Guy Harvey
Billfish Invitational.

In addition to Dr. Harvey, Bimini
will be hosting visits from interna-
tionally known sculptors Kent Ull-
berg and Ed Pang (who created the
tournament’s Hemingway-Lerner
and Frank Johnson trophies, respec-
tively) and celebrated
marine/wildlife photographers Marc
Montocchio, Pat Ford and Scott
Kerrigan.

“Bimini itself comprises the full
artist palette – a colorful feast for
the eyes and senses,” said Harvey,
who will be competing in the tour-
nament aboard Captain Billy Black-
’s El Viejo. 

“There’s no other place like it in
the world like Bimini, and little won-
der that it drew men like Heming-
way and Grey to its shores.

Ernest Hemingway was an early
apostle to the Bimini experience in
the 1930s, where he drank, brawled
and wrote his way through several
fishing seasons, traveling back and
forth between his home in Key West
and his beloved ‘Island in the
Stream’. 

His creative workshop was the
Compleat Angler and his character-
isations came from a world popu-
lated by giant blue marlin, bluefin
tuna and schools of sharks almost
too large to count. 

With his literary acclaim and
sporting prowess, Hemingway,
together with countless other kin-
dred spirits like novelist Zane Grey
and scientist/naturalist Michael
Lerner, established Bimini as the
Big Game Fishing Capital of the
World home today to some 50 world

record catches and counting.
Harvey, a celebrated artist, scien-

tist and conservationist, is hosting
the The Billfish Invitational at the
historic Big Game Club located in
Bimini’s Alice Town. The tourna-
ment will run from May 18-21.

The all release tournament will
feature three days of fishing, and
target all billfish species. In addi-
tion to individual prizes, the tour-
nament format will include the
award of the two perpetual trophies,
to be displayed in the Club’s new
trophy room lounge.

Eligible species for the Billfish
Tournament include Blue Marlin,
White Marlin, Sailfish, Spearfish and
Swordfish.

Tournament sponsors include
Woods and Associates,
www.woodsyachts.com, which orig-

inally began in Fort Myers Beach
as Woods & Oviatt in 1973, has long
been a fixture in South Florida yacht
and sportfishing boat sales.  

A Blue Marlin Sponsor, the fam-
ily-run firm joins Hell’s Bay Boat-
works and Costa del Mar sunglasses
(Sailfish category) and by Rybovich,
the Bimini Boatyard, Johnson
Marine Electronics, Seacoast Marine
Finance, ACR Electronics, Luu
Marine & Associates and Sky Limo
Air Charters (Wahoo category).

Administered by the Guy Harvey
Ocean Foundation and the IGFA,
net tournament proceeds will be
reinvested in Bimini and surround-
ing waters. For registration and fur-
ther details, contact Captain Ned
Store at nstone@guyharveyout-
post.com or call 954-524-2225
(office) or 954-205-9595 (cell).

Bimini fishing tournament to
play host to world class artists

“Holyfield owes me a fight. I was prepared for
victory last January and will be again if he
gives me a rematch. I’m not mad at the guy but
he should stick to his word.”

SShheerrmmaann ‘‘TTaannkk’’ WWiilllliiaammss

SPORTSNOTES

TANK DEMANDS HOLYFIELD REMATCH

Kent Ullberg

Guy Harvey
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Williams reacalled that was
the reason why Holyfied
started bleeding. 

“He came out to fight in
the third without a problem
seeing, but I hurt him with a
body shot that knocked him
halfway across the ring and
then I almost put him away
at the end of the round with
more overhand rights,” he
s a i d .

“Between rounds the ref-
eree went to Holyfield’s cor-
ner and gave him his options.
That was unusual for a ref to
do. The referee helped him
to escape, which was ludi-
crous, and there clearly was
no blood flowing when the
referee called a halt to the
bout. The pay-per-view
announcers noted that dur-
ing the broadcast.”

Wil liams stressed that
when he returned home to
the Bahamas, some people
who bought the pay-per-view
asked him if they could get
r e f u n d s .

“Holyfield quit and that
certainly didn’t  help his
‘Warrior’ reputation. I was
robbed,” Williams claimed.
“Then at the post fight press
conference he insinuated that
I was a dirty fighter trying to
hurt him. For his entire
career he’s been one of the
dirtiest fighters of all time. 

“If a boxer doesn’t want to
get hurt, he should play ten-
nis. He hasn’t given me a
rematch because he’s either
afraid or just unwilling to get
back in the ring with me.
After a cheap win against
Nielson he doesn’t deserve
to be considered as a world
title fight challenger against
the Klitchkos (Wladimir and
Vitali) or Haye (David), not
without getting past me first.
Our fight wasn’t redemption
(name of the event) for him.
He quit to save his fight in
Denmark. 

“Holyfield owes me a fight.
I was prepared for victory
last January and will be again
if he gives me a rematch. I’m
not mad at the guy but he
should stick to his word. If
that cut was so bad why did-
n’t he get suspended for 60
days? I’m asking the boxing
world to support me by hold-
ing Holyfield to his word.”

Williams went on to say he
came to the United States in
2007 to live the American
Dream like so many world
heavyweight champs he had
idolised, only to have his
opportunity for a major fight
get derailed when Holyfield
got away with quitting before
Williams knocked out the
future Hall of Famer.

“The public should
demand that Holyfield fight
Sherman again,” Williams’
manager Si Stern comment-
ed. “What happened that
night (Jan. 22) was horrible. I
spent a lot of time and mon-
ey to get that fight done. 

“My fighter trained for
months, putting his heart and
soul into i t,  only to get
screwed. There’s no doubt
about that. It was a terrible
decision by the referee. Why
didn’t he say anything about
the cut coming from a head-
butt until after the fight was
o v e r ?

“It’s so sad. Holyfield said
in the ring right after the
fight, and once again in the
post fight press conference,
that he’d give us a rematch.
Then he goes off to fight a
guy who hadn’t fought in
nine years. What a travesty.”

Stern said the only reason
Holyfield won’t fight Sher-
man is that he’s afraid. 

The Bahamas, according to
Stern, would be a perfect
spot for a rematch. Sher-
man’s promoter, David John-
son, has had discussions with
officials in the Bahamas and
they’ve shown interest. But
there are other viable sites
with WBF support for Holy-
field-Williams II.

“This is a fact: The referee
never indicated that there
was a head-butt during the
fight, only after he stopped
the fight. There’s no doubt
in my mind that Holyfield’s
corner wasn’t going to send
him out for the fourth round
after the beating Sherman
gave him in the third round,”
Stern claimed.

“They would have stopped
the fight if the referee hadn’t.
Sherman is ready, winning
and able to fight Holyfield
again. We’re only a call, text
or email away.”

FROM page nine
Tank rematch

IT was a clean sweep for Temple
Fellowship as they pulled off their
third consecutive championship title in
the men's division of the Baptist
Sports Council’s 2011 Rev. Dr. David
S. Johnson Basketball Classic on Sat-
urday at the Baillou Hills Sporting
Complex. 

Macedonia gave honoree, the Rev.
Dr. David S. Johnson, something to
cheer about as they also secured a
three-peat feat in the 15-and-under
division, although they had to go right
down to the wire against a pesky Lat-
ter-Day Eagles.

Also on Saturday, Mt. Tabor
rebounded from losing the opening
game by default to wrap up the 19-
and-under crown by winning the final
two games in the series.

Presidential pennant winning Tem-
ple Fellowship brought the curtain
down on the three-month old season
by completing the best-of-three series
with a 47-39 decision over Hope Cen-
ter in game two as Trevor Smith
scored 16 points to earn up with the
most valuable player award.

John Smith scored 12 points and
Ian Pinder added eight to help in the

win.
Ryan Payne scored a game high 17

and Ricardo Smith added 11 in the
loss.

In the 15-and-under division, after
winning the first game of the series
the week before, Macedonia failed to
complete the two-game sweep, losing
65-64 in game two. 

Bounce back Win

But in the third and deciding game,
Macedonia bounced back and polished
off the title with a 59-56 win over Lat-
ter-Day Eagles.

LaQuan Nairn scored 20 points in
the finale and he was awarded the MVP
t i t l e .

Terico Strachan came up with 12 and
Jermaine Bethel chipped in with 10,
including the game final two baskets
to seal the win down the stretch.

Dario McKenzie pumped in a game
high 22 and Jario McKenzie had 10 in
the loss.

Latter-Day avoided getting sweep by
winning game two 65-63. Dario McKen-
zie scored 19 and Jario McKenzie
added 18 in the win.

LaQuan Nairn had 19 and Terico
Strachan chipped in with 15 in a losing
e f f o r t .

In the 19-and-under division, play-
ing with just six players in uniform, Mt.
Tabor wrapped up the title with a 61-50
decision in the third and deciding game
that saw Trevone Grant come up 26
points to be awarded the MVP title in
the process.

Jasper Thompson and Jorann Adder-
ley both had 10 to assist in the win.

Delano Forbes canned 23 and Ken-
rico Lockhart got 16 in the loss.

Mt. Tabor stunned Agape 72-58 to
win game two and even the series at
1 - 1 .

Trevone Grant exploded for a game
high 31 points and Jorann Adderley
ended up with 18 in the win.

Thanks

Delano Forbes had 25 and Kenrico
Lockhart added 16 in the loss.

The BSC wish to thank the Bahamas
National Baptist Missionary and Edu-
cational Convention, the Ministry of
Youth, Sports and Culture, the
Bahamas Basketball Federation, Sir
Durward Knowles, Peter Nygard, the
Mailboat Company, Thompson Trad-
ing, Mario’s Bowling and Entertain-
ment Center and the Colony Club for
their assistance in their programme.

The BSC is now negotiating with
Mario’s Bowling & Entertainment
Center for the hosting a bowling
league. Next up on the agenda is vol-
leyball, which is scheduled to start in
J u n e .

The BSC will hold a meeting on Sat-
urday, May 21 at 10 a.m. on the vol-
leyball court at the Tom ‘the Bird’
Grant Park for all Churches interested
in participating in the Jason Saunders
Volleyball Classic.

Temple Fellowship win third
consecutive championship

Clean sweep at the 2011 Rev. 
D avid S. Johnson Basketball Classic

Temple Fellowship men's three-peat champions

TREVOR SMITH accepts his men's MVP trophy from Joanne 'Moth-
er' Webb as coach Geno Campbell looks on.

TREVONE GRANT gets his 19-and-under MVP trophy from Joanne
'Mother' Webb.

LATTER-DAY 15-and-under runners-up hold up their trophies.

HOPE CENTER men's runners-up pose for their trophy presentation.
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ANDROS

CAT ISLAND

ELEUTHERA

MAYAGUANA

SAN  SALVADOR

GREAT INAGUA

GREAT EXUMA

CROOKED ISLAND / ACKLINS

LONG ISLAND

ABACO

Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today's
highs and tonights's lows.

KEY WEST

WEST PALM BEACH

FT. LAUDERDALE

TAMPA

ORLANDO

Low: 67°F/19°C

Low: 72°F/22°C

Low: 73°F/23°C

Low: 76°F/24°C

Low: 75°F/24°C

Low: 78°F/26°C

Low: 74°F/23°C

Low: 74°F/23°C

High: 91°F/33°C

High: 87°F/31°C

High: 86°F/30°C

High: 86°F/30°C

High: 87°F/31°C

High: 87°F/31°C

High: 86°F/30°C

Low: 75°F/24°C
High: 85°F/29°C

Low: 72°F/22°C
High: 86°F/30°C

RAGGED ISLAND

Low: 69°F/21°C
High: 88°F/31°C

Low: 71°F/22°C
High: 83°F/28°C

Low: 68°F/20°C
High: 83°F/28°C

Low: 70°F/21°C
High: 85°F/29°C

Low: 72°F/22°C
High: 89°F/32°C

Low: 70°F/21°C
High: 86°F/30°C

Low: 70°F/21°C
High: 85°F/29°C

Low: 71°F/22°C
High: 88°F/31°C

Low: 71°F/22°C
High: 86°F/30°C

High: 84°F/29°C
FREEPORT

NASSAU

MIAMI

THE WEATHER REPORT
5-DAY FORECAST

Brilliant sunshine Clear to partly cloudy Mostly sunny with a
thunderstorm

Partly sunny, a
t-storm possible

Partly sunny with a
shower possible

High: 86° Low: 74°
High: 87° High: 89° High: 89°

AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel AccuWeather RealFeel

Partly sunny with a
shower possible

High: 87°
Low: 75° Low: 74° Low: 75°

AccuWeather RealFeel
98° F

The exclusive AccuWeather RealFeel Temperature® is an index that combines the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure,
and elevation on the human body—everything that effects how warm or cold a person feels. Temperatures reflect the high and the low for the day.

77° F 95°-75° F 97°-74° F 96°-73° F 101°-78° F

Low: 76°

TODAY TONIGHT SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

ALMANAC

High .................................................. 86° F/30° C
Low .................................................... 72° F/22° C
Normal high ...................................... 84° F/29° C
Normal low ........................................ 71° F/22° C
Last year's high .................................. 82° F/28° C
Last year's low .................................. 73° F/23° C

As of 2 p.m. yesterday .................................. 0.00"
Year to date .................................................. 3.31"
Normal year to date ...................................... 9.37"

Statistics are for Nassau through 2 p.m. yesterday
Temperature

Precipitation

SUN AND MOON

TIDES FOR NASSAU

Full Last New First

May 17 May 24 Jun. 1 Jun. 8

Sunrise . . . . . . 6:26 a.m.
Sunset. . . . . . . 7:46 p.m.

Moonrise . . . . 5:02 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . 3:55 a.m.

Today

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

High Ht.(ft.) Low Ht.(ft.)

4:24 a.m. 2.6 10:40 a.m. -0.6
5:03 p.m. 3.2 11:28 p.m. -0.3

5:21 a.m. 2.6 11:33 a.m. -0.7
5:57 p.m. 3.4 -----

6:16 a.m. 2.6 12:25 a.m. -0.6
6:50 p.m. 3.5 12:26 p.m. -0.9

7:09 a.m. 2.6 1:19 a.m. -0.6
7:41 p.m. 3.5 1:17 p.m. -0.9

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8:01 a.m. 2.6 2:11 a.m. -0.6
8:32 p.m. 3.4 2:08 p.m. -0.9

8:53 a.m. 2.5 3:02 a.m. -0.6
9:22 p.m. 3.3 2:59 p.m. -0.7

9:45 a.m. 2.5 3:53 a.m. -0.4
10:12 p.m. 3.1 3:50 p.m. -0.4

MARINE FORECAST

WINDS WAVES VISIBILITY WATER TEMPS.
ABACO

ANDROS

CAT ISLAND

CROOKED ISLAND

ELEUTHERA

FREEPORT

GREAT EXUMA

GREAT INAGUA

LONG ISLAND

MAYAGUANA

NASSAU

SAN SALVADOR

RAGGED ISLAND

Today: SW at 4-8 Knots 5-9 Feet 10 Miles 78° F
Sunday: S at 7-14 Knots 3-6 Feet 10 Miles 78° F
Today: E at 3-6 Knots 1-2 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Sunday: SSE at 6-12 Knots 1-3 Feet 10 Miles 82° F
Today: NE at 6-12 Knots 4-8 Feet 10 Miles 79° F
Sunday: ESE at 4-8 Knots 3-6 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Today: NE at 6-12 Knots 2-4 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Sunday: E at 4-8 Knots 2-4 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Today: ENE at 4-8 Knots 5-9 Feet 10 Miles 78° F
Sunday: SE at 4-8 Knots 3-6 Feet 10 Miles 79° F
Today: SSW at 7-14 Knots 3-5 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Sunday: SSW at 8-16 Knots 2-4 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Today: NE at 6-12 Knots 1-2 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Sunday: SE at 6-12 Knots 1-2 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Today: NE at 6-12 Knots 3-5 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Sunday: ENE at 4-8 Knots 2-4 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Today: NE at 6-12 Knots 1-2 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Sunday: E at 4-8 Knots 1-2 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Today: NNE at 4-8 Knots 6-10 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Sunday: E at 4-8 Knots 4-7 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Today: E at 4-8 Knots 2-4 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Sunday: SSE at 6-12 Knots 1-3 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Today: NE at 7-14 Knots 1-2 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Sunday: ESE at 6-12 Knots 1-2 Feet 10 Miles 81° F
Today: NE at 6-12 Knots 3-6 Feet 10 Miles 80° F
Sunday: SE at 4-8 Knots 2-4 Feet 10 Miles 81° F

UV INDEX TODAY

The higher the AccuWeather UV IndexTM number, the
greater the need for eye and skin protection.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2011

AccuWeather.com
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INSURANCE MANAGEMENT TRACKING MAP
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Shown is today's
weather. Temperatures
are today's highs and

tonight's lows.
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TRIPOLI, Libya
Associated Press

TAUNTING NATO, Moammar
Gadhafi said Friday that he is alive
despite a series of airstrikes and "in a
place where you can't get me." The
defiant audio recording was broadcast
after the Libyan government accused
NATO of killing 11 Muslim clerics
with an airstrike on a disputed eastern
oil town.

Gadhafi had appeared on state TV
but not been heard speaking since a
NATO attack on his Tripoli com-
pound two weeks ago, which officials
said killed one of his sons and three
grandchildren. In a brief recording
played Friday on Libyan TV, Gadhafi
said he wanted to assure Libyans con-
cerned about a strike this week on his
compound in Tripoli.

"I tell the coward crusaders — I live
in a place where you can't get to me,"
he said. "I live in the hearts of mil-
lions."

He referred to a NATO airstrike
on Thursday that targeted his Bab al-
Aziziya compound in Tripoli, claim-
ing it had killed "three innocent jour-
nalist-civilians."

Reporters on Thursday were shown
the airstrike damage by Libyan offi-
cials, including one who said Gadhafi
and his family had moved away from
the compound some time ago. One
missile appeared to have targeted
some sort of underground bunker at
the compound — a sprawling complex
of buildings surrounded by towering
concrete blast walls

Many people "driven by their love
for me put in many calls to check on
my well-being after they heard of the
cowardly missile attack of the cru-

saders on Bab al-Aziziya last Thurs-
day, May 12," Gadhafi said in the
recording, which lasted just over a
minute.

NATO shrugged off the statement.
"We are not targeting him, our tar-

gets are solely military," alliance
spokeswoman Carmen Romero said
in Brussels.

Shortly before Gadhafi's remarks
were broadcast, regime spokesman
Moussa Ibrahim claimed that NATO
had attacked Brega while dozens of
imams and officials from around Libya
were gathered there to pray for peace.
Ibrahim said 11 imams were killed in
their sleep at a guesthouse, and 50
people were wounded, including five in
critical condition.

The alliance, responding to the
claim, said it had attacked a military
command-and-control center in Brega,
450 miles (750 kilometers) southeast of
Tripoli.

"We're very careful in the selection
of our targets and this one was very
clearly identified as a command cen-
ter," said an official at NATO's oper-
ational headquarters in Naples, Italy,
who spoke under the alliance's rules
that he could not be named.

NATO has been intensifying
airstrikes in several areas of Libya
against Gadhafi's troops in a bid to
weaken his campaign against a rebel
uprising. The sound of two airstrikes
could be heard in Tripoli early Friday,
though it was not immediately clear
what they targeted.

Ibrahim rebutted comments from
Italy's foreign minister, Franco Fratti-
ni, suggesting that Gadhafi may have
been wounded and possibly had fled
Tripoli for some other place in Libya.

"The leader is in very good health,

high morale and high spirits," Ibrahim
said. "He is in Tripoli, he is fighting...
He is leading the country day by day."

Imams accompanying Ibrahim when
he announced the Brega attack said
the slain clerics should be avenged.

"We call upon Muslims all around
the world to take revenge for our
brothers," said imam Noureddin el-
Mashrab. "For every man, he should
take down 1,000 men."

State-run Libyan television showed
a concrete building in Brega with its
facade blown off. Nearby houses also
were damaged, and some of them were
tipped off foundations. Upper stories
were blown off other nearby build-
ings.

The bodies of many of the dead
imams were laid out in two rows. Most
had visible wounds, often to the head
but also to legs and other extremities.
Some were covered with dust scat-
tered by the explosions.

"NATO proves that it doesn't have
a moral center," Ibrahim said, speak-
ing at a news conference in the square
of the 600-year-old Mawlay
Mohammed mosque in Tripoli. "Now
they are moving to kill imams, reli-
gious leaders who are calling for
peace."

Ali Abou el-Sowa, one of the imams
with Ibrahim, referred to Osama bin
Laden, the al-Qaida leader killed in a
U.S. raid in Pakistan last week.

"I would like to remind my brothers
... how Osama bin Laden came into
existence," el-Sowa said. "He was
reacting to the extremist actions by
the West against Islam. We do not
think al-Qaida is justifiable, but we
would like to remind you that hatred
begets hatred."

The strike on Brega came as Gad-

hafi faced mounting diplomatic pres-
sure to end his 42-year hold on power.

In the Hague, Netherlands, the pros-
ecutor of the International Criminal
Court said he would seek arrest war-
rants on Monday for three senior
Libyan leaders for murder and perse-
cution — with Gadhafi expected to be
among them.

And in Washington, the White
House says the U.S. and NATO will
maintain their military operations in
Libya as long as Gadhafi continues to
attack his own people. The U.S. has
been increasing its financial support
for the rebels, but is not recognising
their transitional council as Libya's
legitimate government.

A delegation from the council was
meeting with U.S. officials in Wash-
ington on Friday.

NATO reported Friday it had car-
ried out 52 missions across Libya the
previous day. Gadhafi's fortified com-
pound in the capital was among the
targets, and the alliance identified oth-
ers as anti-aircraft missile launchers
near Tripoli and buildings and gun
emplacements being used by regime

forces in their siege of the rebel-held
port city of Misrata.

The rebels control most of eastern
Libya, while Gadhafi controls most of
the west, including Tripoli. Misrata —
about 125 miles (200 kilometers)
southeast of Tripoli — is the only rebel
stronghold in the west. Local doctors
say more than 1,000 of its residents
have been killed in the fighting and
shelling during the siege by Gadhafi's
forces, but NATO said the city expe-
rienced a day free of shelling on Thurs-
day after several days of outward
advances by rebel fighters.

In Tripoli, an anti-government
activist, said protests have occurred
this week in at least three neighbor-
hoods in the city, accompanied by
exchanges of gunfire between oppo-
sition activists and Gadhafi forces.

In one neighborhood, Fashloum, the
activist said he saw soldiers flooding
the area and patrolling the streets in
vehicles. 

He said he did not personally see a
demonstration there but heard from
other activists that there was a brief
gunbattle.

GADHAFI TAUNTS NATO; REGIME
SAYS 11 MUSLIM CLERICS KILLED

IN THIS MARCH 2, 2011 FILE PHOTO, Libyan Leader Moammar Gadhafi waves to
supporters as he arrives to speak in Tripoli, Libya. Moammar Gadhafi says he's alive
after NATO attacks and has support of millions of Libyans. (AP)
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SHABQADAR, Pakistan
Associated Press

TWO suicide bombers
attacked paramilitary police
recruits heading home after
months of training in this
country's northwest, killing
80 people Friday in what the
Pakistani Taliban called
vengeance for the U.S. slay-
ing of Osama bin Laden.

The militants said they hit
the recruits out of anger at
Pakistan's armed forces for
failing to stop the U.S. incur-
sion that killed bin Laden,
and promised more attacks
would follow.

The attacks came as Pak-
istan, an uneasy U.S. ally
since the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
ror attacks, battled suspicion
that elements in its security
forces harbored bin Laden.
Military leaders told law-
makers Friday that Pakistan
was instrumental in dimin-
ishing al-Qaida's infrastruc-
ture, but admitted negli-
gence in tracking the Sept.
11 mastermind, who had
lived in the northwest garri-
son city of Abbottabad for
years before dying in the
May 2 raid by U.S. Navy
SEALs.

The suicide bombings Fri-
day occurred roughly three
hours drive away in
Shabqadar, at the main gate
of the facility for the Frontier
Constabulary. The paramili-
tary police unit is a poorly
equipped but front-line force
in the battle against al-Qaida
and allied Islamist groups
operating along the Afghan
border. Like other branch-
es of Pakistan's security
forces, it has received U.S.
funding to try to sharpen its
skills.

"We have done this to
avenge the Abbottabad inci-
dent," Ahsanullah Ahsan, a
spokesman for the Pakistani
Taliban, told The Associated
Press in a phone call. "The
Pakistani army has failed to
protect its land."

He warned that the group
was also planning attacks on
Americans living in Pakistan.
The Pakistani Taliban are a
loose collection of insurgent
groups who carry out attacks
on Pakistani territory.

However, a police official
cast doubt on the claim.
Liaqat Ali Khan said mili-
tants fighting security forces
in the nearby Mohmand trib-
al region were the primary
suspects.

At least 80 people were
killed, including 66 recruits,
and around 120 people were
wounded, Khan said. The
blasts shattered the air as

some 900 young men were
leaving the center after
spending six months train-
ing there. They were in high
spirits and looking forward
to seeing their families, for
which some had brought
gifts, a survivor said.

"We were heading toward
a van when the first blast
took place and we fell on the
ground and then there was
another blast," said 21-year-
old Rehmanullah Khan.
"We enjoyed our time
together, all the good and
bad weather, and I cannot
forget the cries of my friends
before they died."

Explosions
The scene was littered

with shards of glass mixed
with blood and flesh. The
explosions destroyed at least
10 vans.

It was the first major mili-
tant attack in Pakistan since
bin Laden's death on May
2, and the deadliest this year.
Following bin Laden's
killing, militants had pledged
to avenge the killing and
launch reprisal strikes in
Pakistan.

The Pakistani Taliban is
an al-Qaida-linked umbrella
group of militant organiza-
tions that is distinct from,
but tied to, the Afghan Tal-
iban. While both groups
share a hatred for America,

the Pakistani Taliban have
also attacked the Pakistani
state, blaming it for keeping
an alliance with Washington.

The Pakistani Taliban
often try to tap into popular
sentiments in the country,
where anti-Americanism is
often stronger than feelings
against Islamist militants
despite attacks killing an
untold number of civilians.

The White House said it is
continuing in a state of high
vigilance after bin Laden's
death.

"We take very seriously
the fact that while al-Qaida is
weakened, it is not dead and
it is obviously entirely possi-
ble, even likely, that terrorists
whether organized or lone
wolves, might try to respond
with revenge attacks of some
kind," White House press
secretary Jay Carney said.

Pakistani officials have
tread cautiously since the bin
Laden raid amid public fury
and disbelief. They have said
that bin Laden's death was
justice, but that they were
not informed in advance of a
raid they describe as a vio-
lation of Pakistan's sover-
eignty.

In a closed-door session
with Parliament on Friday,
Pakistan's intelligence chief,
Gen. Ahmed Shuja Pasha,
admitted "negligence" on the
part of authorities in failing
to find bin Laden, but also

said his staff had long coop-
erated with the U.S. to try to
destroy al-Qaida by killing
or catching many of bin
Laden's allies, according to
Information Minister Firdous
Ashiq Awan.

Bin Laden was like a
"dead person despite being
alive," Awan quoted the
intelligence chief as saying.

Pasha rarely talks to media
on the record. Lawmakers
said after the session that
he'd indicated he'd be willing
to resign over the matter, but
that no one demanded he do
so.

Helicopters
According to Awan, an air

force official said the mili-
tary learned that "American
planes were loaded with
bombs" were in the air in
Afghanistan, ready to retali-
ate in case Pakistani planes
tried to intercept the U.S.
helicopters. The U.S. has said
it sent extra helicopters into
Pakistani airspace to provide
backup in case the Navy
SEALs had to fight their way
out of the country.

Those at the briefing
included Pakistan's power-
ful army chief, Gen. Ashfaq
Parvez Kayani. The military
leaders assured lawmakers
that Pakistan's nuclear arse-
nals are safe and promised
to improve the country's air

defenses, Awan said.
Despite their displeasure

with Pakistan, which many
American officials believe
maintains links to Afghan
militants, the U.S. is likely to
do its best to salvage the rela-
tionship simply because it
needs Islamabad's coopera-
tion to bring an end to the
war in Afghanistan.

The U.S. and NATO, for
instance, rely heavily on Pak-
istani land routes to supply
their troops.

On Friday, some two
dozen vehicles, including 15
tankers carrying fuel for
NATO in Afghanistan, were
destroyed when a blast
ripped through a parking lot
in Pakistan's Khyber tribal
region, government official
Tahir Khan said.

Also Friday, Pakistani
intelligence officials said a
U.S. missile strike killed
three people near the
Afghan border. 

The four missiles struck a
vehicle in the Doga
Madakhel village of North
Waziristan tribal region.
North Waziristan is home to
many militants dedicated to
attacking Western troops in
Afghanistan.

The two officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they were not autho-
rized to speak to media.
They did not know the iden-
tities of the dead.

Pakistan suicide bombs kill
80 ‘to avenge bin Laden’

PAKISTAN ARMY SOLDIERS are on alert at the site of a bombing in Shabqadar near Peshawar, Pakistan on Friday, May 13, 2011. A pair of suicide
bombers attacked recruits leaving a paramilitary training center in Pakistan on Friday, killing 80 people in the first retaliation for the killing of Osama
bin Laden by American commandos. The Taliban claimed responsibility, blaming the Pakistani military for failing to stop the U.S. raid. (AP)

ATTACKS ON PARAMILITARY POLICE RECRUITS 

BEIRUT
Associated Press

SYRIAN security forces opened
fire on thousands of protesters Fri-
day, killing at least six people as sol-
diers tried to head off demonstrations
by occupying mosques and blocking
public squares, human rights activists
said.

A leading activist told The Associ-
ated Press that three people were
killed in Homs, two in Damascus and
one in a village outside Daraa, the
southern city where the nationwide
uprising began in March. He asked
that his name not be used for fear of
reprisals by the government.

Revolt
In Damascus, the capital, three ral-

lies were held — the largest number
of protests held at one time in the
city during the two-month revolt
against President Bashar Assad.

Thousands in Syria have persevered
with the demonstrations, turning up in
huge numbers on Fridays — the
Islamic day of prayer — only to be
met with bullets, tear gas and batons
by security forces.

One activist in Homs, speaking on
condition of anonymity for fear of
reprisals, said security forces dressed
in black and shadowly pro-regime
gunmen known as "shabiha" were
doing the shooting. He said the
regime forces first fired in the air,
then shot directly into the crowd as
protesters continued their way.

Human rights groups say that
between 700 and 850 people have
been killed since the start of the revolt
against Assad's repressive regime.

In Damascus, security forces fired
tear gas in the Zahra neighborhood,
forcing scores of people to disperse. In
nearby Mazzeh, protesters ran away
when security forces arrived. In
Muhajereen, security forces used
batons to scatter dozens of people,
activists said.

Assad has come under scathing crit-
icism for the crackdown, with the
United States and Europe imposing
sanctions.

On Friday, Britain summoned Syr-
ia's ambassador to warn that new
sanctions will target the regime's hier-
archy if Assad does not halt the coun-
try's violent crackdown on protest-
ers.

Syrian Ambassador Sami Khiyami
was called in for talks with political

director Geoffrey Adams — the sec-
ond time in recent weeks he had been
ordered to explain his government's
actions.

In several volatile areas of Syria,
residents said soldiers occupied
mosques and blocked off major pub-
lic areas Friday to prevent people
from leaving their homes.

Soldiers
"The army has transformed major

mosques in the city into military bar-
racks where soldiers sleep, eat and
drink," said a resident in the coastal
town of Banias. "They've put up bar-
riers and sandbags around the
mosques."

Up to 1,200 security forces have
deployed in the public square in the
center of town, and soldiers and
armed thugs have broken into shops,
offices and homes to intimidate peo-
ple.

There is a media blackout in Syria,
making it impossible to confirm wit-
ness accounts independently. Wit-
nesses spoke on condition of
anonymity out of fear for their per-
sonal safety.

Other protests were around the

northeastern city of Qamishli, where
about 5,000 people marched in the
streets chanting "Freedom!" and
"Freedom to political prisoners!" said
rights activist Mustafa Osso.

Thousands also were demonstrating
in the nearby towns of Amouda and
Derbasiyeh, he said.

The government's crackdown has
increased in intensity in recent days.
On Wednesday, the army shelled res-
idential areas in central and southern
Syria, killing 19 people, a human
rights group said.

On Thursday, U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton
slammed the Syrian government's
assault on demonstrators and said the
violence indicates that Assad is weak,
though she stopped short of saying
he must quit.

"Treating one's own people in this
way is in fact a sign of remarkable
weakness," Clinton said during a trip
to Greenland.

The revolt was touched off in mid-
March by the arrest of teenagers who
scrawled anti-regime graffiti on a
wall. 

Since then, the protests have spread
nationwide and the death toll already
has exceeded those seen during the
uprisings in Yemen and Tunisia.

THOUSANDS PROTEST ACROSS SYRIA; AT LEAST SIX KILLED

LORCA, Spain
Associated Press

SPAIN'S crown prince
and princess comforted
relatives of nine people
killed in Spain's dead-
liest earthquakes in more
than 50 years, hugging
them and shaking their
hands Friday as the roy-
als slowly made their
way along a long row of
mourners.

Prince Felipe and
Princess Letizia bent
down to chat with the
mourners at a crowded
funeral Mass celebrated
in a trade center, part of
which has been turned
into a makeshift refugee
camp after two quakes
Wednesday left many
homeless in the south-
eastern agricultural city
of Lorca.

Many of those in the
front row at the Mass
wore dark glasses. At
one point, the prince
stooped down to speak
to a boy and affection-
ately ruffled the child's
dark hair.

Another of those at
the Mass was Teresa
Corbalan, 65, who lost a
cousin in the second of
the two temblors. Pedro
Jose Rubio Corbalan, 73,
was in a bar playing
dominoes when the sec-
ond, larger quake hit. He
was struck fatally in the
head by falling concrete
as he tried to run out-
side.

"The family is
destroyed," Corbalan
said.

Also attending the
Mass was Prime Minister
Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero, who earlier
toured the ravaged city
for a firsthand look at
widespread damage that
forced an estimated
3,000 people to spend
another night sleeping in
tents in makeshift camps.

Zapatero visited the
area hardest hit by
Wednesday's two
quakes, which also
injured nearly 300, and
pledged the government
will help the city of
90,000 people rebuild
and return to normal as
soon as possible.

Zapatero watched
crews tear away loose
chunks of concrete from
the tops of buildings and
let them crash to the
ground, raising clouds of
dust.

"It is my conviction
that we are going to
meet this test," he said
afterward. "The earth-
quake was hard and
strong. But this country
is stronger. Its desire for
solidarity and recon-
struction are stronger."

The Cabinet approved
an emergency aid pro-
gram for people who lost
their homes or business-
es.

Deputy Prime Minister
Alfredo Perez Rubalca-
ba gave no overall figure,
but the plan includes
money for people to rent
elsewhere while their
destroyed or damaged
homes are repaired or
rebuilt, and euro25 mil-
lion ($35 million) in
credit lines for people to
repair their places of
business, farms, factories
or even cars or motorcy-
cles.

He also said it was
likely the government
would reassess building
safety regulations. "It's
logical that we look into
the whole of the con-
struction regulations,"
Rubalcaba said.

At the funeral Mass,
there were only four
coffins in part because
some of the families of
the deceased wanted pri-
vate funerals, town hall
and regional officials
said.

Lorca's mayor said
Thursday that of around
550 buildings inspected
so far by engineers and
architects, more than
half are uninhabitable.

SPAIN MOURNS 
AND PLEDGES 
RECONSTRUCTION 
AFTER QUAKES
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