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INSIGHT:
‘BIN LADEN RAID WAS LONGEST
FORTY MINUTES OF MY LIFE’

SEE PAGE 16B

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A WOMAN tourist has died
after suffering horrific injuries
in a jet-ski accident.

The 27-year-old from Florida
was with an American man,
also in his late 20s, when the
jet-ski they were riding crashed
into a boat near the entrance
to Nassau Harbour at around

5pm, police say.
Eyewitnesses said the colli-

sion was near The Narrows,
between Paradise Island and
Atol Island, off the Montagu
Foreshore, and people gathered
on the ramp watched as the
couple were brought in by boat.

An ambulance waited at the
dock and paramedics boarded
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Woman killed in
jet-ski horror

Eyewitnesses tell
of fatal collision
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By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

FAMILY members of a missing young
mother continued their appeal for her safe
return home as her two daughters spent
their first Mother’s Day without her.

Every Saturday, the loved ones of 21-
year-old Krishanna “Shanna” Higgs – who
disappeared in January after travelling to
Grand Bahama from New Providence –

SEE page 10

SEE page 10

FAMILY MAKES MOTHER’S DAY
APPEAL FOR MISSING WOMAN

MISSING: Krishanna
‘Shanna’ Higgs

DELAYS experienced by British
Airways passengers travelling from
London to Nassau on Friday were
put down to “technical issues” by
an airline spokeswoman.

According to unconfirmed
reports, fumes were detected in the
cockpit on flight BA235 two and a
half hours after it took off from
Heathrow.

The flight, which originally took
off at 10.30am, returned to the air-
port in order for the aircraft to be
checked by engineers.

After a detailed inspection, and a
decision to use a substitute aircraft,
passengers eventually took off at
9pm and arrived in Nassau at 1am
on Saturday.

A passenger who was on the
troubled flight told The Tribune:

SEE page 11

‘FUMES’ REPORTEDLY
DETECTED ON LONDON
TO NASSAU FLIGHT

A NEW LOOK AT RE-BRANDING EVENT FELIPE MAJOR/TRIBUNE STAFF

THE Progressive Liberal
Party called on Prime Minis-
ter Hubert Ingraham yester-
day to apologise to the
Bahamian people for appoint-
ing Usman Saadat the former
chief of the Utilities Regula-
tion and Competition Author-
ity (URCA), who ultimately
resigned from his post last
week.

Citing “personal attacks on
him and his family”, Mr Saadat
submitted his resignation to the
Board on May 2.

Pointing out they had been
at odds with Mr Saadat’s
appointment from the very
beginning, the PLP said his res-
ignation underscores the

importance of a formal public
inquiry into the circumstances
surrounding the sale of BTC
to CWC.

This inquiry, the PLP
promised, will come should
they form the next government
of the Bahamas at which time
they said they hope Mr Saadat
will make himself available
“for questioning”.

“There existed a conflict
between Mr Saadat’s duty to
protect the public interest and
his loyalty to Cable and Wire-
less, his former employer. The
employment of Marsha Lewis,
another former Cable and

INCREASED police patrols
led to a number of people
being arrested on gun posses-
sion and drugs charges over the
weekend.

On Saturday, Fox Hill police
detained a 21-year-old man at
St Augustine’s College annual
fair. 

While at “SACORAMA”,
the man was seen throwing an
object into bushes shortly
before 11pm. Officers arrested
the Kemp Road resident after a
search of the area recovered a
handgun with ammunition.

Earlier that day, mobile
patrol officers arrested two
men who were found in pos-
session of a quantity of mari-
juana.

In separate cases, police
apprehended a 31-year-old
man of Commonwealth Boule-
vard, Elizabeth Estates, and a
21-year-old man of Ethel
Street, Montel Heights.

Investigators are also appeal-
ing for witnesses to an armed

FACE PAINTING: A youngster gets her face painted yesterday at a special Cable Bahamas event on Saturday. The company celebrated its re-
branding and product upgrades at its main office on Robinson Road with entertainment, food and drink, fireworks and junkanoo.

• SEE PAGE TWO

PLP CALLS FOR PM APOLOGY
FOR URCA CHIEF APPOINTMENT

SEE page 11

SEE page 10

POLICE STEP UP PATROLS, MAKE
MULTIPLE WEEKEND ARRESTS

REPORTS reached The Tri-
bune late last night of a shoot-
ing at Harrold Road near Burg-
er King. Up to press time, the
male victim was said to be in
serious condition. Police inves-
tigations continue.

SHOOTING REPORTS
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TO CELEBRATE its re-branding and product upgrades, Cable Bahamas
held a street party on Saturday at its main office offering free food and
drink, entertainment, fireworks and junkanoo. 

CABLE BAHAMAS CELEBRATES RE-BRANDING

FELIPE MAJOR/TRIBUNE STAFF

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I’m rolling on the floor
laughing now!

I hear they finally man-
aged to tip one of the prison
buses over just now on
Bernard Road and some
fifty of the Bahamas’ finest
are now out free without
bail.

Does anyone in Govern-
ment know who is in the two
black SUV’s that race up
East Bay Street and East-
ern Road at about 6pm
every day? Completely
unmarked (civilian plates)
Black SUV’s with fully tint-
ed windows, blaring sirens
and telling specific cars to
moodayass. 

If the Paki’s didn’t know
Bin Laden was on their cap-
ital’s doorstep maybe our
government has no idea who

these vehicles belong to
either. 

Must be some pretty
impotent personages though
as even our Governor Gen-
eral don’t have to race
around the country with a
siren going. Maybe its the
numbers people taking the
cash somewhere?

What a marvelous little
country we have become.

BRUCE G RAINE
Nassau,
May 5, 2011.
(As everyone knows by

now, no prisoners escaped
from the collision of the
prison buses.— Ed).

EDITOR, The Tribune.

It is expensive when trying
to call Cuba. This becomes
even more expensive
because when someone
phones, many times one
does not make contact but
they still have to pay.

Sometimes if you wait a
couple of minutes, it will
ring. So one waits and is
charged for one to two min-
utes.

I have paid hundreds of
dollars this past year alone
for calls that did not get
through. 

Occasionally a recording
comes on and says it is busy.

I spoke to Mrs Toni Lewis
at BTC and she said that I

have to pay even though the
call did not go through. This
is the  same with other coun-
tries. 

After I left I thought
about it and remembered
when I am in the US and
don’t contact my party, or
the phone is busy, my mon-
ey is refunded. 

Also I don’t know any-
where that is bad like Cuba.
This happens too often. 

Some people are lazy,
some are not interested. 

It is my understanding
that BTC shares this mon-
ey with Cuba, which is a lot.
No one is interested in cor-
recting this, so in the mean-
time they are sharing a lot of
money. People call here
from Cuba and allow the
phone to ring long enough,
so that one can see the num-
ber, so that they can call
them back. They don’t have
to pay, because no one
answers.

Something should be done
about this, because this hap-
pens too often and people
are paying a lot of money.

EDNOLD THOMPSON
Nassau,
May 5, 2011.
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IT IS good that young Bahamians are start-
ing to take an interest in politics. However, it
is dangerous when they believe that without
political experience and knowing how the
system works they can promise voters “all
the world and more besides” if elected. 

We do not doubt that Renaldo Curry, the
newest face on the political canvass, whose
ambition is to overthrow the Prime Minister
in his North Abaco constituency, is all that he
says he is — a part of “a new youthful, ener-
getic, and progressive breed of PLPs, who
are a very powerful force to reckon with.”

He believes that his experience in his com-
munity and his work with the church has pre-
pared him for the challenge of becoming the
next MP for North Abaco.

We don’t denounce any young person
who believes in his own abilities, but we do
take issue with this young man in the promis-
es he is already making to his constituents  —
promises he will not be able to keep because
what he, and many others don’t seem to
understand is that old Mother Hubbard’s
cupboard is bare.

He says that among North Abaco’s press-
ing issues – many of them long overdue– are
healthcare upgrades, including a mini hos-
pital, reliable and affordable electricity, bet-
ter education and housing, a modern terminal
for the Marsh Harbour airport, new sporting
facilities, and better support for local busi-
nesses. These happen to be the needs of all of
the 30 inhabited islands of this nation’s 700-
island archipelago. What is not fully appre-
ciated by most Bahamians is that an archi-
pelagic nation is very expensive to administer
because there is so much duplication of ser-
vices. Every island needs a mini hospital, a
school and teachers, an airport, water and
sewerage facilities, electricity, telecommuni-
cations, good roads, a support staff and the
list goes on.  An archipelagic nation is far
more expensive to administer than a single
land mass.

In the same issue of The Tribune — in fact
on the same front page— that Mr Curry
announced his candidacy and listed the needs
of his constituents, 

Health Minister Dr Hubert Minnis
announced that government did not have
the funds to build a new hospital in New
Providence — a hospital that services patients
from New Providence, as well as the Family
Islands.

Before the international financial crash,
which took all nations down, including the
Bahamas, Prime Minister Ingraham had
hoped to replace the time-worn Princess Mar-

garet Hospital with funds from the sale of
BTC. However, after the economic crash,
and even before the BTC sale had been com-
pleted, he announced that these funds would
now have to be diverted from the hospital to
pay down the national debt. And so Dr Min-
nis’ announcement was just official confir-
mation of an old reality.

Politicians must also understand that in
future it will not be so easy for the Bahamas
to get loans from such international institu-
tions as the IDB. Compared with poorer
countries – and despite the arguments put
up by the Bahamas that it should qualify for
loans — it is felt that the Bahamas’ high per-
capita income takes it from the ranks of a
poor and needy country.

In March Prime Minister Ingraham warned
that the day was coming when the Bahamas
might no longer be able to tap the IDB for
funding. He said that for some countries
loans from institutions like the IDB are the
primary source of their income.

He said, for example, countries like the US
believe that places like the Bahamas can get
funding from the  commercial international
financial market and as a result  the IDB
ought to limit whatever funds it grants them.

Already, said Mr Ingraham, the Bahamas
has been graduated from being eligible to
get loans from the World Bank. He now fears
the day will come when the IDB might also
graduate it from its books. When that day
comes — and if the EU loans also go — then
the loan market on favourable terms will dry
up for the Bahamas.

Maybe some of these young Turks should
figure out how to increase business and rev-
enue so that some of the promises they are
bound to make to the electorate can be ful-
filled. Meanwhile, the electorate should take
these promises with a grain of salt and under-
stand why many of them cannot be fulfilled.

Mr Ingraham pointed out that many coun-
tries in the Caribbean are “elated” that they
can now get loans from the Chinese.

This is a situation that has to be closely
watched by the Ingraham government to
make certain that all Chinese labour brought
to this country on work permits for the Baha
Mar project and the various other projects
now underway are returned to China on com-
pletion of their contract. Otherwise, we shall
be building a problem for future generations
similar to the problem now faced by many
parts of Africa where the Chinese have gone
to work, then  settled and have so smoth-
ered Africans with their presence that they
are no longer welcome.

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Beware of promises that can’t be fulfilled

The high price
of phone calls

that don’t 
get through

Does anyone in Govt know
who is in these racing SUVs?

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

 



THE Progressive Liberal
Party has called on Prime
Minister Hubert Ingraham
to fire Minister of National
Security Tommy Turn-
quest, who they described
as being “laughably incom-
petent” in his attempts to
tackle the country’s esca-
lating crime.

Taking aim at the Minis-
ter’s most recent comments
that the government has
not ‘failed on crime’, the
PLP said they were
‘shocked’ Mr Turnquest
could be so “brazen” to
make such a statement.

“Characteristics of a fail-
ing state include a central
government so weak or
ineffective that it has little
control or no control over
widespread criminality,”
the party said.

“The crime statist ics
which highlight the increas-
ing murder rate during the
past four years, speak for
themselves. The Bahamas’
murder rate per capita
exceeds that of the United
States of America. The
murder rate for the first

quarter of 2011 is substan-
tially higher than for the
same period of 2010. The
murder rate so far in 2011
is already on target to
exceed 2010’s record.
2010’s record exceeded the
2009 record.

“The Supreme Court has
been broken into and the
perpetrators of this attack
on the seat of justice have
yet to be brought to trial.
Witnesses in trials  are

being gunned down. Per-
sons out on bail are com-
mitting murders and being
murdered.

“The foreign Director of
Public Prosecution (DPP)
brought to the Bahamas to
expedite criminal trials,
streamline the system and
assure convictions has
failed hopelessly! The press
has reported that ‘for the
third time in less than two
weeks, a murder case has
been thrown out of court’. 

Experienced observers
point out that the FNM has
set another record, ‘three
murder cases thrown out
of court in less than two
weeks’,” the PLP said.

The Opposition said that
whatever yardstick is used,
the FNM has been an
“abysmal fai lure” in
addressing crime and the
fear of crime.

“No logical  thinking
Bahamian from any sector
of the polit ical  divide
would agree that the FNM
Government has been suc-
cessful since 2007 in its
efforts to stem the relent-
less and unremitting tide
of crime in the Bahamas.

“Bahamians are suffer-
ing gravely from record
levels of crime and the fear
of crime. 

“Bahamians know that
the FNM’s stop, review
and cancel policy visited
upon the award winning
and successful  Urban
Renewal Project and the
successful Swift Justice
programme have had a
direct impact upon the
increase in crime. The PLP
will  re-implement both
programmes.

“The PLP again calls
upon the Prime Minister to
fire Tommy Turnquest
who as well as being laugh-
ably incompetent has now
taken to extraordinary
attempts to mislead
Bahamians and the world,”
the party said.
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PLP wants Minister of
National Security fired

THE PLP criticised FNM
Minister Tommy Turnquest

 



By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A COMMUNITY clean-
up project in Nassau Har-
bour removed 18 sunken
boats and truckloads of
debris from the city coastline
this weekend.

Volunteers working with
the National Coastal Aware-
ness Committee (NCAC) - a
group of stakeholders from
the private and public sec-
tors - focused their energy
and their efforts on Nassau
Harbour this week working
from Thursday to Saturday
in the area between Malcolm
Park, west of the bridge to
Paradise Island, and Williams
Street across from the Nassau
Yacht Haven.

Committee chairman Earl-
ston McPhee said the team
of around 30 volunteers
working on Thursday and
Friday removed up to 14 sub-
merged vessels, and they con-
tinued with the renewed
energy of fresh volunteers on
Saturday to bring that num-
ber up to 18.

The teams of volunteers
included employees of the
Nassau Airport Develop-
ment company (NAD), the
Water and Sewerage Corpo-
ration, the Learning
Resource Centre, and
GGYA.

Heavy equipment was
donated to the cause free of
charge, and divers from Stu-
art Cove’s Dive Centre,
Kerzner International and
Dolphin Encounters helped
to identify and remove more
waste from the ocean floor.

Although the government
Ministry for the Environment
is working with the NCAC
to clean up Nassau Harbour,
Mr McPhee said most of the
work is being done by people

who have donated their time
and their equipment for free.
Many of those volunteers,
including sub-chairman Stu-
art Cove, deserve awards for
their work, Mr McPhee said.

“We have some Bahami-
ans who love this country and
who are putting action where
their mouth is. If we can get
five or six more individuals
like that the we will be well
on our way,” he said.

“For persons to give their
equipment so we don’t have
to buy manpower, we really
need to recognise people
who are giving back to their
communities and we need to
encourage them.”

However dumping in the
harbour needs to be pre-

vented in order for its new
cleaner space to be main-
tained, and Mr McPhee trusts
the new director of ports
Patrick McNeil will ensure
the laws are enforced.

“We hope there will be
strict enforcement to ensure
people don’t come back with
those derelict boats,” Mr
McPhee said.

“We have to really take
some strict measures to
ensure that the law is
enforced.

“We have citizens giving
their time for free, also their

equipment, so we have to
ensure once we make those
commitments and encourage
others to do the same.”

The NCAC was estab-
lished four years ago with a
motive to maintain the
integrity of coastal areas in
the Bahamas.

Last week a team of 30 to
40 people, including pupils
from Lyford Cay School, flew
to Crooked Island, courtesy
of Pineapple Air, and worked
with locals to clean up the
coastline, collecting over 300
large garbage bags of waste

over two days.
That was just weeks after

they had visited Cat Island
to clean up the northern
beaches where waste
dumped at sea washes up on
the otherwise pristine sandy
beaches with help from stu-
dents at Kingsway Academy.

Mr McPhee said the
NCAC works closely with
locals and local schoolchild-
ren by establishing Bahamas
National Trust (BNT) Dis-
covery Clubs on the islands
to raise awareness among the
future generations.
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Community
clean-up targets
Nassau Harbour

PRESIDENT AND CEO OF NAD Steward Steeves and his son
participating in the cleanup. 

STUART COVE DIVERS with other divers from Kerzner International and Dolphin Encounters col-
lect debris from the ocean floor. 
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By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A LUCKY couple will take
their honeymoon one year after
their wedding courtesy of Tri-
bune Trivia after they each won
The Tribune’s daily online game.

Shelton and Justina Miller, of
Pinewood Gardens, could not
afford a honeymoon after they
splashed out on their wedding in
April last year, and although Mr
Miller said it was $18,000 well
spent for him, and his wife, to
have a special day, the couple
would have liked to have some
time alone together.

Mr Miller, a professional fish-
erman, and his wife, a security
officer at Clifton Pier, have four
children and little time alone
together.

So when Mrs Miller, 30, won
the monthly Tribune Trivia prize
in February - a return flight to
Miami, one night in a hotel and a
free car rental - the couple held
out to try to win a vacation
together.

Mr Miller, 36, played Tribune

Trivia daily throughout the
month of March, diligently
answering each question posted
on Facebook by Tribune News
Network at 3pm, and emailing
his answer in by 12pm the fol-
lowing day. His correct answers
were randomly selected enough
times to win him and one other
player the most amount of points
by the end of the month, but sad-
ly, Mr Miller was knocked out in
a tie-breaker by March winner
Tangy Cartwright .

The dutiful husband kept play-
ing, however, and continued to
answer the trivia questions cor-
rectly throughout the month of
April.

Yet again he accumulated the
most amount of points - and yet
again, another player did too.

But this time Mr Miller got
lucky.

“When I saw there was a pri-
vate number calling my phone I
started screaming,” he said, as he
recalled the moment The Tribune
called on Tuesday to inform him
he had won April’s Tribune Triv-
ia.

The last time he went to Miami

was in December, when he went
on a Christmas shopping trip
alone to buy presents for his wife
and their four kinds.

This time, the children will stay
at home with their grandmoth-
er, and leave the still-quite-new-
lyweds to enjoy a holiday alone
together.

“When we got married we
paid for our wedding out of our
own pockets and it cost us close
to $18,000 so it just wasn’t possi-
ble to go on a honeymoon at the
time,” Mr Miller said.

Now they will fly to Miami
courtesy of Bahamasair, enjoy a
free night in a hotel, and each are
entitled to a free day’s car rental
courtesy of Dollar Rent-a-car.

“I just want to go to Red Lob-
ster,” Mrs Miller said.

To play Tribune Trivia join
The Tribune News Network on
social networking website Face-
book and email your answer to
tribunetrivia@tribunemedia.net
including your full name and
phone number. Answers to all
questions can be found in that
day's Tribune or on www.Tri-
bune242.com

GRAND BAHAMA DISTRICT - The Assistant Commissioner of Police for the Grand Bahama District Quinn
McCartney and his senior officers this morning visit the Police College for inspection of the new recruits in
their uniforms for the first time. Assistant Commissioner McCartney is seen inspecting 3497 Theo Strachan
as his senior officers at the college look on.

Vandyke Hepburn/BIS

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER VISITS NEW RECRUITS

SHELTON AND JUSTINA MILLER will finally take their honeymoon - thanks to Tribune Trivia!

Tribune Trivia winners set 
for their honeymoon at last
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By SIR RONALD
SANDERS

(The writer is a Consultant
and former Caribbean diplo-
mat)

OF THE 249 places in the
world in which human beings
live and work, the small
Caribbean island of Dominica
(751 sq km) ranks at 187 in
size.  

Even so, it is bigger than
well-known Caribbean
tourism destinations such as
St Lucia, Antigua and Barbu-
da, Barbados, Grenada, Cay-
man Islands, St Kitts-Nevis,
British Virgin Islands, Bermu-
da, and St Marten.  

Two reasons account for
Dominica being left behind
by neighbouring Caribbean
islands in the development of
tourism. The first is that it has
no white, sandy beaches – the
iconic symbol of “Caribbean
tourism”; and, second, it does-
n’t have an international air-
port. It is served by small air-
craft operated by American
Eagle from Puerto Rico, and
LIAT for inter-island trans-
portation.   

Nonetheless, the island is a
veritable garden of trees,
plants, and colourful flowers.
Much of it is luxuriant rain
forest, majestic in its spread
over mountain ranges and
into lush valleys. The entire
terrain is adorned by gushing
waterfalls; narrow, flowing
rivers and hot sulphur springs.
Not surprisingly, it is home to
hundreds of species of birds.
Private operators in Domini-
ca have also developed a
vibrant whale-watching indus-
try, taking advantage of the
country’s marine life, and pro-
viding an added attraction for
its visitors. The island, there-
fore, is as an eco-tourism par-
adise.

In an effort to expand the
tourism plant on the island,
the government has consid-
ered borrowing US$60 mil-

lion from the Export-Import
Bank of China. The loan
would amount to 16 per cent
of GDP and, if it is consum-
mated, Dominica would not
achieve the debt to GDP ratio
of 60 per cent which the IMF
considers desirable. For the
time being, this potential bor-
rowing from China is on hold
unless a private sector part-
ner can be identified.

But, millions of dollars
have already been ploughed
into spectacularly natural eco-
tourism resorts in Dominica
by dedicated private investors,
and there could be even more
financiers if the country’s
future as a desirable eco-
tourism destination had a
greater level of confidence
than now exists.  

Market
Dominica is agriculturally

well-endowed. But that
endowment is in the ground
and doesn’t translate itself
into income and employment.
The island’s last viable agri-
cultural product, bananas, was
dealt a mortal blow by a com-
bined US-Latin America chal-
lenge at the World Trade
Organization to its traditional
preferential market in the
European Union. A once
vibrant small farmer commu-
nity of some 9,000 persons has
been reduced to about 500. 

Still, Dominica has the
capacity to supply neighbour-
ing Caribbean islands with
fresh fruit and vegetables in
abundance if it can overcome
two constraints: no regular
and scheduled refrigerated-
transportation; and high qual-

ity packaging that satisfies the
requirements of the tourist
markets in these islands. Both
are a tall order, and beyond
the resources of the Dominica
government alone. 

Therefore, eco-tourism is
the star that shines brightly
in Dominica’s economic sky.
It could guide the country to a
prosperous future, but this
will depend substantially on
the ecological policies that
any government of the coun-
try pursues.  

Among those policies
should be a serious and
unshakeable commitment to
maintaining Dominica as an
environmentally friendly
island. This means any gov-
ernment there will have to
adopt and maintain interna-
tional best practices with
regard to the island’s mar-
itime and land resources, cre-
ating both as sanctuaries. 

It will also have to instil in
its young people, from kinder-
garten to tertiary education,
that a foremost value of
Dominican society and cul-
ture must be the protection
and preservation of the envi-
ronment.

Already the International
Fund for Animal Welfare
(IFAW) – an influential con-
servation organisation with a
global outreach – is working
with the Ministry of Educa-
tion in a very popular “Float-
ing Classroom” project in
which fifth graders study the
ocean as an integrated part of
their school curriculum. The
project combines cross disci-
plinary classroom study,
hands-on learning during an
ocean excursion, and a stu-
dent-led conservation initia-

tive. Children who undertake
the programme have become
the custodians of their her-
itage in the sea, and are strong
advocates of conservation,
showing their elders the ben-
efits of protecting and pre-
serving their natural environ-
ment.

Support
It is also in Dominica’s

national interest for the gov-
ernment to assert itself as a
Champion of the environ-
ment in the international
community. In return,
Dominica would earn the
respect of the world’s envi-
ronmental and conservation
organizations, and the sup-
port of their millions of mem-
bers worldwide.  

As an example, after the
Prime Minister, Roosevelt
Skerrit, moved his govern-
ment away from supporting
Japan’s continuing determi-
nation to overturn rules at the
International Whaling Com-
mission so as to legitimize
killing of hundreds of whales,
including endangered species,

Greenpeace – another major
international conservation
organization with regional
offices in 48 countries – told
its millions of supporters: “If
you are going to spend your
hard-earned cash on a vaca-
tion to a Caribbean island,
why not make it to one that
has made the commitment to
ending whaling.” 

That is a mighty message,
one that has already brought
many new Eco-tourists to
Dominica and could bring
thousands more every year,
particularly if the call is
repeated by every major con-
servation organisation in the
world. Such support is possi-
ble if Dominica demonstrates
that in all aspects of conser-
vation it will be amongst the
first countries to stand-up.
Undoubtedly there would be
a coalition of international
groups ready to reward the
Dominican people by putting
their millions of members
behind them.  

If only a small percentage
of the worldwide supporters
of conservation and environ-
mental groups said “Yes to

Dominica” for their vacations,
its tourism would boom and
contribute substantially to the
country’s GDP and to
employment and foreign
exchange earnings. 

The demand for seats into
Dominica would encourage
large airlines to allocate much
more space to the island on
their flights into Caribbean
hubs such as Antigua, Barba-
dos, Guadeloupe and Mar-
tinique. 

In light of the money that
could be made, feeder carri-
ers, such as LIAT, might then
be ready to schedule pick-up
fights from the hubs into
Dominica.

The potential for sustain-
able economic growth, led by
eco-tourism, is great. Domini-
ca could become the world’s
leading eco-tourism destina-
tion. Sustainable environ-
mental policies by its govern-
ment and strategic alliances
with global environmental
bodies could take it there.       

Responses and previous 
commentaries at:
www.sirronaldsanders.com

Dominica: The world’s leading eco-tourism destination?

WORLD VIEW
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The Mercedes-Benz C-Class
Your most enjoyable drive ever.

The Mercedes-Benz C-Class is a pleasure
to behold offering a new interpretation of
driving pleasure. Its taut lines lend it an
air of effortless superiority while the wide
radiator grille and distinctive rear section
announce a vehicle with a real presence
and dynamic personality. 

Few cars can compete with its ability to
adjust so many facets of its character –
from the interior to the drive technology – 
so quickly and precisely in response 

to external conditions and your own
particular needs. The key to this flexible
response is the standard-fit Agility
Control Package which includes 
selective damping.

The interior offers noticeably more 
space and a more distinctive atmosphere
to suit your taste. As you will see, the 
C-Class is the perfect embodiment 
of the Mercedes-Benz philosophy.

Tyreflex Star Motors
Wulff Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas, Tel 242.325.4961 • Fax 242.323.4667

OUR PARTS DEPARTMENT IS FULLY STOCKED WITH EVERY
COMPONENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT YOUR MERCEDES
RUNS TROUBLE FREE. TRAINED TECHNICIANS ON DUTY.

VETERAN nurse Kaylor
Douglas ran into Jamz waving a
dollar bill on Friday as if sum-
moned to a medical emergency
... and soon exchanged that
magic dollar for $1,900.  

Prompted by a premonition
based on the old adage, Kay-
lor knew her consistently itch-
ing hand would yield her some
big bucks, and since pay day
had passed, she was on the
lookout for an alternative
source of income.  

Kaylor received the magic
dollar as part of her change
during a recent visit to the
Beauty Shack for a bar of soap
and some eye shadow. 

An avid Jamz listener, she
listened to Jamz during a break
in one of her classes at the nurs-
ing school believing out loud
she would win in spite of the
naysayers who surrounded her.  

Kaylor needed the money to
help pay her daughter’s COB
tuition, so she kept the faith.
Indeed, the dollar she had,
matched the serial number
Jamz personality Empress
announced, so she rushed over
to Jamz on Shirley Street, gasp-
ing for breath.

Yesterday Kaylor and her
daughters celebrated by dining
out on Mother’s Day.

The Beauty Shack Be-Daz-
zled Ultra Double Platinum
Collection Magic Money Pro-
motion, which began on Mon-
day, April 18, on 100 Jamz,

encourages listeners to retain
their dollar bills and listen to
100 Jamz daily for serial num-
bers. Once a serial number is
called, anyone with the corre-
sponding dollar has 100 min-
utes to present that dollar to
the station and claim his/her
cash prize. 

A new serial number is called
during each shift on 100 Jamz
beginning with C-Note in the
mornings and ending with Real-
ity at nights. 

The jackpot starts at $100,
increasing by one hundred with
each failure to present a win-

ning dollar in the time allotted.
It returns to $100 with every
win.  

The promotion continues
weekdays on 100 Jamz and
involves Bahamian currency
only, while dollar bills are pub-
licly circulated, they are ini-
tially generated as change
from purchases at the Beauty
Shack. 

Kaylor joins Rhonda Ranger
who presented a “magic” dollar
to 100 Jamz on April 29 and
received $3,100 in return; she
too was overwhelmed with
excitement.

SPECIAL K, JAMZ on-air personality with Rhonda Ranger,
$3,100 cash winner. 

100 Jamz’ listeners 
spend a little, win a lot

By CONSTABLE 3011 
MAKELLE PINDER

THE ROYAL BAHAMAS POLICE
FORCE would like to offer some advice to
our commercial business community with
regards to preventing employee theft. 

It is estimated that approximately 75%-
80% of all inventory loss is a result of
employee theft. 

The rest of the loss can be attributed to
shoplifting. 

Therefore listed below are a few tips
that can help to minimise employee theft.

Develop policies that specify how an
employee may return items. Employees
should not be allowed to process their own
personal transactions. 

Provide lockers for employees and indi-
cate through policies that purses, gym bags,
backpacks, briefcases, etc. are not to be
brought into merchandise area. 

Supplement surveillance of the premises
with CCTV, digital systems are preferred. 

Develop a policy for trash removal. Spot
check trash containers and flatten boxes.
Use transparent trash bags. 

Returned items should be inspected by
someone other than the person who con-
ducted the sale. 

Develop strict security policies related to
audits and inventory. 

Persons responsible for payroll should
not be directly involved in its distribution. 

Management should conduct spot
inspections of areas suspected of being
used as a cache, delivery trucks, etc. 

Background checks should be conducted
on all employees PRIOR to Point Of Hire
and anytime employees are suspected of
theft unless termination is in order. Some-
times employees have legal issues after
they have been hired. 

Limit the amount of cash allowed to
accumulate in the registers. 

Mandate immediate "over ring" notifi-
cation with receipts to be signed by a man-
ager. 

Develop policies/procedures for key con-
trol and access management that includes
key audits. Electronic access and key con-
trol should only be granted to those who

NEED it for job performance. Ensure key/
access control return by using a policy for
retrieval (holding onto the last paycheck is
one method). 

Conduct audits by outside auditing agen-
cies. 

Mandate that employees take their
vacations-this may reveal a trend when
theft stops during these times. 

All shortages should be immediately and
aggressively followed up on.

Should you need more information on
Employee Theft or if you have information
pertaining to any crime, please do not hes-
itate to contact the police at ‘919’ or Crime
Stoppers at 328-tips   (New Providence), 1-
300-8476 (Family Island)

Please Help Us Help You and Report
Employee Theft

Royal Bahamas Police Force
National Crime Prevention Office:

Employee theft prevention tips

CONSTABLE 3011 Makelle Pinder

EMPRESS, Jamz on-air personality with Kaylor Douglas, $1,900 cash winner.
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the boat, put the woman on a stretcher, and carried her
into the ambulance. The man, who sustained serious
head injuries in the collision, walked to the ambu-
lance with help from paramedics, witnesses said.

According to police, the woman died soon after she
arrived at hospital. The man was detained in serious
condition. 

Police press liaison officer Sgt Chrislyn Skippings
said investigations are still under way, and police are
working to determine who was driving the jet-ski,
where the tourists had acquired it, and other details of
the circumstances leading up to the fatal accident.

She also warned visitors and residents to take care on
the water.

“We always try to encourage people when you come
here to enjoy our seas, but wear a life vest,” Sgt Skip-
pings said.

“While you enjoy yourself, take the necessary pre-
cautions.”

Concerns over the dangers of the jet-skis have been
repeatedly raised as tourists and residents have suffered
fatal and life-changing accidents.

Legislation governing the use of jet-skis was revised
in the Commercial Recreational Watercraft Regula-
tions Act 2006.

Operators must be licensed, trained in rescue pro-
cedures, First Aid, “rules of the road”, and vessel
maintenance.

They must also have a safety inspection certificate
for their watercraft issued by the Port Department.

And according to the law, an owner or operator of
a jet-ski should provide a 15-minute orientation train-
ing session with anyone who hires the watercraft, guid-
ing them in operation and safety instruction, before let-
ting them drive it alone.

An owner or operator who contravenes or fails to
comply with this regulation is liable on summary con-
viction to a penalty of up to $5,000, two years impris-
onment, or both.

Reno Deveaux, of Reno Water Sports, criticised
authorities for failing to adequately regulate water-
sports on Bahamian waters and argues jet-ski operators
should be required to use machines with four-stroke
engines rather than the two-stroke engines used in
Nassau and Paradise Island, as he said they are safer.

Mr Deveaux has said that unlike the two-stroke
jet skis, the four-stroke allows for turning while slow-
ing down.

“The two-stroke had design faults since the seven-
ties," said Mr Deveaux.

“They upgraded that in the four-stroke by putting in
a sensor, where once the gas is let go there is still turn-
ing ability, but in the two-stroke if you're doing full
speed and coming up to an object and you need to slow
down and turn, you have to be giving it gas in order to
turn.

“That is the reason most of the accidents happened
on Paradise Island.”

Police have not confirmed the type of jet-ski
involved in Friday’s fatal collision.

conduct a walkabout to raise
awareness and expand their
search. 

The family plans to extend
their efforts into New Providence
and the Family Islands as they
continue their probe into her dis-
appearance.

Shanna’s two girls, aged three
and two, have different fathers,
and due to the ongoing investi-
gation, have been living sepa-
rately for nearly four months.

Marina Bethel, Shanna’s
grandmother, said: “Right now
it’s a nightmare I hope will end
soon. This is an extremely sad
time.

“Thinking about the times we
spent since she became a mother,
and how we spent the first Moth-
er’s Day together – it was such a
great day.”

Ms Bethel added: “Just think-
ing about her life, it just doesn't

make any sense – this whole
ordeal we’re going through right
now. I appeal to anyone who can
tell us anything right now. It’s so
sad, two little girls who are
always with their mom on Moth-
er’s Day.”

According to relatives, Shanna
moved to Nassau last year in
search of a job and was staying
with her mother, Krista Fox. 

The young woman travelled to
Grand Bahama on January 12,
and was reportedly last seen in a
blue-coloured Chevy Suburban.
Shanna was wearing a black fit-
ted top with a gold design, dark
blue jeans and gold heeled san-
dals. Since Shanna’s disappear-
ance, her family has received a
number of text messages from
her cell phone; however, relatives
believe they were not sent by the
young mother. Ms Fox filed a
missing person’s report on March
29.

Rowena Poitier, an aunt, said:
“They [Krishanna’s daughters]

ask for her every day. They cry
for her every day. It's hard.”

After Krishanna’s disappear-
ance, Ms Poitier returned to
Freeport from Los Angeles to
assist in the search for her niece.
In addition to internet search
efforts, Ms Poitier also coordi-
nates the community walkabouts
on Grand Bahama.

Ms Poitier said: “People have
been really supportive, we
haven't gotten any more infor-
mation about her on that day at
all and that is just really curious.

“While [Grand Bahama] is
large, it feels like it’s a small com-
munity and we're appealing for
anyone who knows anything to
come forward.”

Police have issued an all-
points bulletin for Ellie’s father,
25-year-old Charles Tony Fitzger-
ald, whom they want to question
concerning the matter. Fitzger-
ald, also known as Gary Coop-
er, is described as brown-skinned
with dark brown eyes, about 5ft

10ins tall, of average build and
weighs 170 to 180 pounds.

Anyone with information
which might assist police investi-
gations is asked to contact the
Central Detective Unit at 350-
3106 to 9, or 352- 9774/ 5 in
Grand Bahama. Police control
rooms in Grand Bahama or Nas-
sau can be reached at 911. Per-
sons can also contact Crime Stop-
pers anonymously at 328-8477.

“We're determined to find her
and we're going to,” Ms Bethel
added. “I know it’s going to be
soon, we're not going to give up
and we will never give up. I’m
clinging to that hope that some-
one will be able to shed some
light on this. I’m not giving up
even, if it takes our last breath
we are going to keep on search-
ing for her.”

The family can be reached via
email at
helpusfindshanna@gmail.com or
on the Facebook community
page “Find Shanna and Ellie”.

robbery at a bank parking lot.
The woman victim was approached by a sil-

ver Honda car, occupied by a man and a
woman, while at First Caribbean Bank,
Madeira Street, on Friday morning.

According to police, the pair demanded cash
as the woman was walking to her car and one
person was armed with a handgun. 

The culprits fled the area in an unknown
direction after taking an undetermined amount
of cash.

Several hours later, Southeastern Division
officers arrested two women, aged 54 and 18,
and two men, aged 27 and 24, in connection to
firearms, ammunition, and suspected drugs.

The arrests were made at around 5.30pm at
a building on Buttonwood Street, Pinewood
Gardens.

Later that day, Central Detective Unit offi-
cers recovered a handgun after a search of Fox
Hill Park, Fox Hill Road. The officers were
on routine patrol sometime around 9pm when
they discovered the weapon. Meanwhile, CDU
officers also on Fox Hill Road arrested three
men, aged 27, 26, and 18, after a search recov-

ered a quantity of suspected marijuana.
In addition to the widespread arrests, police

are also questioning a man believed to be
involved in a shooting incident at Brougham
Street on April 30.

Ahmad Babbs, a 24-year-old Yellow Elder
Gardens resident was arrested sometime on
Friday.

Persons with any information that may assist
police with ongoing investigations, or who
may have information on illegal firearms, are
asked to call police at 919, 911, 322-3333, CDU
502-9991, 502-9910, Crime stoppers at 328-
TIPS.

Woman killed in 
jet-ski horror

FROM page one

Police step up patrols, make
multiple weekend arrests

FROM page one

FROM page one

Family makes Mother’s Day
appeal for missing woman
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THE Free National Move-
ment held a Torchbearers
Youth Conclave on Saturday
at the Kem En Het Heritage
Centre Fox Hill Under the
theme ‘Fired Up and Ready to
Vote!’.

Over 200 delegates from
from New Providence, Grand

Bahama, Eleuthera and Abaco
were in attendance.

Speakers included Minister
Loretta Butler Turner, Minis-
ter Tommy Turnquest, Party
Chairman Carl Bethel, Deputy
Prime Minister Brent Symon-
ette and a cadre of youth
speakers.

Wireless employee, by Mr Saa-
dat to head Human Resource
not only violated Bahamian
law, but it further compounded
the conflicts of interest at
URCA.

“The blame for this sordid
affair at URCA rests squarely
at the feet of the Prime Minis-
ter who is the substantive min-
ister responsible. The Prime
Minister demonstrated incred-
ibly poor judgment in not only
approving this appointment,
but in failing to act in the pub-
lic interest when legitimate
questions were raised in the
public domain about possible
conflict of interest connected
with this appointment,” the
PLP said.

In keeping with their
promise of “putting Bahami-
ans first”, the PLP said that at

the very least the Prime Minis-
ter should apologise to the
Bahamian people and “right
this wrong by ensuring that
suitably-qualified Bahamians
are given a fair opportunity to
fill this important position
according to Bahamian law”.

In compliance with the terms
of his contract, and in order to
facilitate the transition to a suc-
cessor, Mr Saadat will stay on
in his post until August 31.

In a statement to the media,
Mr Saadat said he has enjoyed
the challenge of leading various
aspects of change both external
and internal over the last two
years.

“At the time I was appoint-
ed as DPR, I then understood
my broad mandate as helping
to transform the legacy regula-
tor (PUC), implement the new
regulatory regime, effectively
regulate under the new frame-
work, local capacity building,

and providing the certainty and
predictability in the regulatory
regime that is conducive to
investment through new oper-
ators and via privatisation.

“I feel satisfied that I have
fulfilled a large part of that
mandate. 

“I want to express my sin-
cere thanks to the Board, who
have backed me through some
challenging times recently.
Finally, I want to thank my col-
leagues at URCA who have
endured major changes but
delivered the necessary outputs
and outcomes under demand-
ing circumstances,” he said.

Mr Saadat was hired in April
2009 after an international
search for a director of policy
and regulation. 

He was subsequently
appointed CEO, following
another competitive selection
process in October 2010.

FROM page one

PLP calls for PM apology 
for URCA chief appointment

“We had been flying for two and a half hours when it was
announced there were fumes in the cockpit. The passengers were
told it was nothing to get alarmed about, but the pilots had decid-
ed to

return to London. The fire engines were waiting for us at
Heathrow on our arrival. 

“We were told to disembark and go through security again
while the aircraft was being checked. Staff told us it should be ready
for a 4pm takeoff.

“Eventually it was decided a substitute aircraft had to be used
and we boarded the second aircraft at 7.30pm. We had to sit on the
runway until about 9pm when the aircraft was cleared for take off.

“There was no panic among passengers.”
Michele Kropf, the airline’s duty press officer, refused to release

details of the mid-air drama.
She said: “We are very sorry for the delay. We always prioritise

the health and safety of our customers and crew.”

FROM page one

‘FUMES’ REPORTEDLY DETECTED
ON LONDON TO NASSAU FLIGHT

DAVID PORTER,
Associated Press
HOBOKEN, N.J.

A commuter train from New
York pulling into a station for
its final stop crashed into the
bumpers at the end of the
tracks Sunday morning, injuring
34 people, shutting down ser-
vice and putting Monday morn-
ing's commute in jeopardy.

None of the injuries in the
PATH train's 8:30 a.m. crash
was considered life-threaten-
ing, though several victims were
taken away on stretchers or put
in neck braces as a precaution,
Hoboken Mayor Dawn Zim-
mer said. The injured, who
mostly sustained cuts and bruis-
es, were taken to three area
hospitals for treatment, and
most, if not all, were expected
to be released later in the day.

The cause of the crash
remained under investigation,
but city police said it appeared
that a mechanical failure was
to blame. The National Trans-
portation Safety Board and the
Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey were investi-
gating, and officials said train
service would remain suspend-
ed until the NTSB completed
its initial review, which was
ongoing late Sunday afternoon
as crews worked feverishly to
repair damaged tracks.

Port Authority and city offi-
cials said crews would be work-
ing through the night to make
repairs at the station in Hobo-
ken, just across the Hudson
River from New York City. It
was hoped that one of the three
tracks would be reopened by
Sunday night and that a second
would be ready for the Mon-
day morning commute, but it
was unknown when the remain-
ing track might reopen. To help
deal with the potential travel
woes on Monday, transit offi-
cials said additional bus and fer-
ry service would be provided,
and most agencies planned to
honor each other's tickets.

The PATH, or Port Author-
ity Trans-Hudson, system is the
main transit link between Man-
hattan and neighboring New
Jersey urban communities and
suburban commuter railroads.
It handles nearly 250,000 pas-
senger trips each weekday, few-
er on weekends.

Officials said the motorman
on Sunday's train would be test-
ed for drugs and alcohol, which
is standard policy in such crash-
es. They said there was no rea-
son or evidence to suggest that
the motorman had been
impaired at the time of the
crash. Passengers on the train,
which had departed earlier in
the morning from New York
City, said it had been a routine
trip until they suddenly were
knocked around by the impact.

"People were stunned, but
nobody was really going crazy
or anything," said Tom Gor-
don, of Jersey City, who was
riding in the train's front car
with about 15 other people. "I
didn't know what had hap-
pened at first."

Gordon, who was headed
home from his security job at a
New York City apartment
building, said he was half-asleep
as the train pulled into the sta-
tion on track No. 2. But he was
quickly awakened and jolted
from his seat by the crash.

He was taken to Hoboken
University Medical Center for
treatment of minor arm and rib
injuries and left the hospital
Sunday afternoon with his arm
in a sling. "I just want to get
home," he said while waiting
for his wife to pick him up.

Witnesses described the
scene as the station as "con-
trolled chaos," saying people
were mostly calm but very con-
cerned for the injured. Zimmer
praised the efforts of emer-
gency responders from Hobo-
ken and surrounding commu-
nities who answered their call
for assistance.

TRAIN CRASHES
PULLING INTO
NJ STATION,
HURTING 34 

CASUALTY: An unidentified man,
who was injured during a PATH
train crash at the Hoboken Termi-
nal, is seen on a stretcher as med-
ical officials prepared to take him to
the hospital, Sunday, May 8, 2011,
in Hoboken, N.J.

FNM HOLDS TORCHBEARERS YOUTH CONCLAVE

 



By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Bahamas Maritime
Authority’s (BMA) success
in growing this nation’s ship-
ping registry, and paying div-
idends to the Government,
should be viewed as an incen-
tive for other public corpora-
tions/agencies to be given the
same semi-autonomous sta-
tus, its chairman has argued.

Ian Fair said that as a statu-
tory corporation the BMA is
a “very effective model” for
how other government enti-
ties could be operated, hav-
ing returned dividends to the
Government “in excess of $50
million (in 16 years), and all
with a staff of 75”.

“The Gov-
e r n m e n t
wanted the
BMA to
operate as a
private sector
entity, and
the model
has worked

very effec-
tively. I
would sub-
mit it is an

excellent example for other
entities.

“It had sat under the Min-
istry of Transport for many
years until it was formalised in
1995, and it’s just been a huge
success. We’ve returned a lot
of money to the Government
in dividends, but we are also
able to use our own resources
for the good of the Bahamas
as well in various aspects. We
don’t have to worry about
going cap in hand to the Gov-
ernment to raise money,” said
Mr Fair, adding that he
believes the Government
“should not be in the business
of doing business”.

He was addressing the
Rotary Club of East Nassau
on Friday at the Nassau Yacht
Club.

Mr Fair said that today the
Bahamas is a “significant
player” in the “open register”
business, which allows own-
ers whose principal place of
business is not in a particular
country to register their vessel
here.

Open -egister registration
is growing in popularity, sug-
gested Mr Fair, noting that
the number of vessels
attached to “open registers”
has grown in 10 years from
30 per cent to over 50 per
cent.

As the third largest ship
registry in the world, this
nation presently has some
1,650 vessels on its register

SECTION B • business@tribunemedia.net
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Oil Refin-
ing Company’s (BORCO)
new owner has unveiled
plans to launch a phased
$350-$400 million expansion
of its tank capacity this quar-
ter, adding that it still
expects the Grand Bahama-
based facility to generate
between $130-$140 million
in annual operating income
once various projects are
completed.

Addressing a conference
call to discuss Buckeye Part-

ners’ 2011 first quarter
results with Wall Street ana-
lysts, Forrest E. Wylie, the
company’s chairman and
chief executive, described
the 7.9 million barrel capac-
ity expansion at BORCO as
“our biggest actual capital
growth project”.

Having reevaluated the
expansion plans left in place
by the previous First
Reserve Corporation/Vopak
ownership, Mr Wylie said
Buckeye Partners had
“decided to structure the
project in various phases”,
with the first phase - involv-

ing a 3.5 million barrel
capacity expansion - to start
in the 2011 second quarter
and be operational by end-
2012.

The extra capacity will be
used for “additional clean
products and fuel storage”,
Mr Wylie explained, with
the second expansion phase
involving a 3.4-3.5 million
barrel capacity expansion.
He added that the total
expansion will encompass
7.9 million barrels of stor-

$400m expansion
kick-off at BORCO
n New owner approves two-phase, 7.9m barrel capacity addition
to start this quarter
n Expansion projected to boost annual operating income at
Grand Bahama storage facility to $70-$80m
n Annual income could hit $130-$140m when BORCO reaches
full capacity potential

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Ministry of
Finance is “reasonably
satisfied with progress
being made” at the Busi-
ness License Unit,
although admitting that
a “three-week backlog of
around 300 applications”
currently remains.

Minister of State for
Finance, Zhivargo Laing,
said  late last week that
the unit has “processed
and completed about 10,000 applications” for business
licenses since January 2011.

He said that of those outstanding applications received
by the department, “some of them have to do with peo-
ple who have not submitted all of the information they
were required to, but most of them have to do with vol-

Business Licence 
backlog ‘sorted 

within the week’
* 10,000 licence applications processed since 
January, but 300-strong two-week backlog remains

SEE page 8B

Zhivargo Laing

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Bahamas Telecom-
munications Company
(BTC) has urged regula-
tors to ensure it does “not
under-recover” costs asso-
ciated with providing inter-
connection joining services
for rival carriers, noting
that it has employed $101
million in capital on this to
date.

Responding to the Utili-
ties Regulation & Compe-
tition Authority’s (URCA)
consultation on its pro-
posed charges for intercon-
nection joining services,
the newly-privatised carri-
er said its separated
accounts showed it spent a
total $63 million on provid-
ing interconnection joining
circuits during its 2009
financial year.

Splitting that figure into
$30 million of mainte-
nance, network operations
and support costs, and $33
million in common costs,
BTC added that total net-
work capital costs amount-
ed to $37.1 million - taking
its total interconnection
joining services outlay to
between $100-$101 million.

“The total capital
employed in the accounts
relating to joining circuits
amounts to $101 million, so

BTC demands no
‘under-recovery’
on connect costs
* Carrier says total capital
deployed on joining
services is $101m
* Regulator’s mark-ups ‘a
factor five higher’ than its
own
* URCA’s monthly operating
cost benchmarks between
73-150% higher than BTC’s

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A leading Freeport
wholesaler has been grant-
ed leave to appeal a
Supreme Court ruling that
dismissed its Judicial
Review application over
Customs’ demands for a
monthly ‘bonded goods
sales report’, with the lat-
ter’s undertaking that it
would not take action
against the company also
remaining in place.

Fred Smith QC, the Cal-
lender’s & Co attorney and
partner who acts for Kel-
ly’s (Freeport), said
Appeal Justice John during
an in-chambers hearing
granted the company leave
to appeal a ruling by Jus-
tice Hartman Longley, who
dismissed its Judicial
Review application on the
grounds that it had failed
to file a mandatory Notice
of Motion within the
required timeframe for no
good reason.

“The result is that we
were given leave to appeal
Justice Longley’s dismissal
of Kelly’s action, and the
Appeal Justice also stayed
his ruling, so Customs’
undertaking remains in
place. Nothing changes
until the determination of
the appeal,” Mr Smith told
Tribune Business.

He added that Appeal
Justice John’s decision “has

Kelly’s in Customs
appeal victory

SEE page 8B

SEE page 8B

MARITIME AUTHORITY A
GOV’T AGENCY MODEL

Paid over $50m 
in dividends to
government 
over 16 years

SEE page 7B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Cable Bahamas has urged
sector regulators to ensure
that the Bahamas Telecom-
munications Company
(BTC) finalises intercon-
nection agreements with it
within one month of approv-
ing the latter’s Reference
Access and Interconnection
Offer (RAIO), demanding
that no delay in introducing
fixed-line voice competition
be “tolerated”.

The BISX-listed commu-

nications operator, in its
response to the Utilities
Regulation & Competition
Authority’s (URCA) con-

CABLE URGES ONE MONTH 
TARGET FOR BTC INTERCONNECT

Calls on URCA not
to ‘tolerate’ any
competition
stalling tactics by
incumbent

SEE page 6B

IAN FAIR

SEE page 6B

 



By ROYALFIDELITY
CAPITAL MARKETS

It was moderate week of
trading in the Bahamian stock
market. Investors traded in
eight out of the 24 listed secu-
rities, with two advancers and
three decliners.

EQUITY MARKET
A total of 43,745 shares

changed hands, representing a
decrease of 76,972 shares com-
pared to the previous week's
trading volume of 120,717.

Famguard Corporation

(FAM) was the big advancer,
trading a volume of 14,110
shares to see its stock price
climb $0.20 to close at $5.40.

Bank of the Bahamas (BOB)
traded a volume of 5,150 shares,
its share price increasing by
$0.01 to close at $6.89.

FirstCaribbean Internation-
al Bank (Bahamas) (CIB)  was

the volume leader, trading a
volume of 14,467 shares, its
stock price decreasing by $0.15
to close at $8.60.

Finance Corporation of the
Bahamas (FIN) was the big
decliner, trading a volume of
1,000 shares to see its stock
price fall by $0.50 to close at
$6.

Doctors Hospital Health Sys-
tems (DHS) traded a volume
of 5,200 shares, its stock falling
by $0.04 to close at $1.31.

Focol Holdings (FCL) traded
a volume of 2,000 shares to
close unchanged at $6.

Cable Bahamas (CAB) trad-
ed a volume of 1,000 shares to
close unchanged at $8.74.

Colina Holdings (CHL) trad-
ed a volume of 818 shares to
close unchanged at $2.55.

BOND MARKET
No notes traded during last

week.

COMPANY NEWS
Earnings Releases:
Bahamas Supermarkets

(BSL) released its unaudited
results for the quarter ended
March 9, 2011. BSL reported a
net profit for the quarter of $3.9
million after extraordinary
income of $15.5 million. 

It was noted that before the
extraordinary income was
declared there was a loss of
$11.5 million. Net sales stood
at $43.7 million, while cost of
goods sold was $34.2 million. 

Gross profit was $9.4 million
compared to $23.9 million in
the prior year. BSL’s operating
and administrative expenses
were $20.1 million, while inter-
est expense/finance charges
stood at $793,000.

Total assets and liabilities at
March 9, 2011, were $12.9 mil-
lion and $10.7 million, respec-
tively, compared to $15.1 mil-
lion and $16.6 million at the
previous year-end, January 30,
2010.

Commonwealth Bank (CBL)
released its unaudited financial
results for the quarter ended
March 31 2011, reporting a total
comprehensive income avail-
able to common shareholders
of $12.9 million. That was an
increase of $927,000 from the
$12 million reported in the
same quarter in the previous
year.  

Net interest income of $28.1
million increased by $1 million,
from $27.1 million in the com-
parative quarter, while loan
impairment expense fell by $0.7
million - from $5.8 million to
$5 million. CBL's non-interest

expense of $13.1 million
increased by $0.6 million year-
over-year, due primarily to
higher general and administra-
tive expenses.

Earnings per share for the
quarter were $0.12, compared
to $0.11 in the 2010 first quar-
ter, an increase of $0.01.

CBL’s total assets and liabil-
ities at September 30, 2010,
were $1.43 billion and $1.18 bil-
lion, respectively, compared to
$1.41 billion and $1.16 billion
at year-end December 31, 2010.

Dividend Notes:
AML Foods (AML) has

declared a dividend of $0.04 per
share, payable on May 6, 2011,
to all ordinary shareholders of
record date April 29, 2011.

AGM Notice:
Colina Holdings (CHL) has

announced its AGM will be
held at the J.W. Pinder Building
on Collins Avenue on May 12,
2011, at 5.30 p.m.

Bahamas Waste (BWL) has
announced its AGM will be
held at the National Tennis
Centre on May 18, 2011, at
6pm.

Commonwealth Bank (CBL)
has announced its AGM will
be held at SuperClubs Breezes
on May 18, 2011, at 5pm.

BUSINESS

PAGE 2B, MONDAY, MAY 9, 2011                                                                                                                                                         THE TRIBUNE

RoyalFidelity Market Wrap

EQUITY MARKET - TRADING STATISTICS
Week ending 06.05.11

BISX     CLOSING WKLY PRICE VOLUME YTD PRICE
SYMBOL PRICE CHANGE CHANGE

AML $   1.18 $- 0 21.65%
BBL $   0.18 $- 0 0.00%
BOB $   6.89 $0.01 5,150 40.61%
BPF $ 10.63 $- 0 0.00%
BSL N/A $- 0 0.00%
BWL $  2.70 $- 0 0.00%
CAB $ 8.74 $- 1,000 -16.44%
CBL $   6.98 $- 0 -0.29%
CHL $   2.55 $- 818 6.25%
CIB $   8.60 $-0.15 14,467 -8.41%
CWCB $  1.86 $-0.10 0 1.64%
DHS $   1.31 $-0.04 5,200 -18.13%
FAM $   5.40 $0.20 14,110 -11.04%
FBB $   1.96 $- 0 -9.68%
FCL $ 6.00 $- 2,000 9.89%
FCLB $ 1.00 $- 0 0.00%
FIN $ 6.00 $-0.50 1,000 -17.01%
ICD $   7.30 $- 0 -1.35%
JSJ $   9.82 $- 0 0.00%
PRE $ 10.00 $- 0 0.00%

n CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE

 



By ALISON LOWE 
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Bahamas Maritime
Authority’s (BMA) chairman
has called for greater harmoni-
sation in the sector, suggesting
that this could lead to “future
growth and innovation” for
both the industry and econo-
my overall.

Ian Fair said the BMA con-
siders Denmark an excellent
model for how this nation could
form a “cluster” of maritime-
related government and private
sector entities.

“To be clear, I am not
proposing any form of mass
consolidation, as many parts
need to retain their own identi-
ty. What I am saying is that, in
line with the Danish model, we
have the various elements work
much more closely together so
that the sum of the whole is
greater than the parts,” he
explained. Mr Fair, also deputy
chairman of Butterfield Bank
(Bahamas), listed some of the
many segments of the maritime
industry as including: the BMA
and the ship registry, inter-
island and overseas shipping,
general maritime services, resi-
dent shipping companies, over-
saes shipping companies based
here, the Freeport Container
Port, the shipyard in Freeport,

the various yacht services cen-
tres especially in Freeport and
Abaco, other ports and mari-
nas, the Port Department, the
RBDF, the fishing industry, the
maritime leisure and sportfish-
ing business, suppliers, sub-con-
tractors and professional advis-
ers.

Underlining the incentives
for such harmonisation, Mr Fair
noted that while many people
speak of the need for “diversi-
fication” away from tourism
and financial services as pillars
of the economy, he sees such a
“third leg” already existing in
the form of the maritime indus-
try. However, its “fragmenta-
tion” means that it has tradi-
tionally not received the recog-
nition or been “marketed as
extensively as it deserves”.

“Taken as a whole the mar-
itime industry is the third
largest contributor to our econ-
omy, and rivals the financial
services industry in size. In my
view this is one of our lesser
known stories and needs to be
promoted to a much larger
extent,” said Mr Fair. He was
speaking on the role of the
BMA and the maritime indus-
try in the Bahamas to the
Rotary Club of East Nassau on
Friday.

He believes his “harmonisa-
tion” proposal would, if imple-
mented, “raise the profile of

the maritime industry and
[ensure that it] contributes even
more to our economy”.

“I believe the sum of the
parts will be greatly enhanced if
they were put together in a
more integrated manner. Let
us grasp the moment and make
an even greater contribution to
our economy in the years to
come,” charged Mr Fair.

Mariners
He also made the case for

greater emphasis on creating
conditions that would allow
more young Bahamians to
enter into careers in the mar-
itime industry, as mariners on
board vessels sailing the world.

Although the Bahamas is the
third largest ship registry in the
world (1650 vessels), very few
Bahamians sail onboard
Bahamian-flagged vessels.
While there is significant poten-
tial for meaningful marine
careers for trained and certi-
fied Bahamians, there is no
maritime training institution in
the Bahamas that can offer the
required international certifi-
cations. Many Bahamians who
have an interest in the field can-
not afford the tuition and other
costs associated with studying
abroad.

Mr Fair reflected upon “one

of the best days of his life“ in
recent years having been the
day that he presented gradua-
tion certificates to graduates of
the Bahamas Maritime Cadet
Corps, recalling the unparal-
leled “energy and enthusiasm
of the kids and their parents”
present.

“One of the challenges we’ve
had is that the kids go away to a
summer course at Holland Col-
lege on Prince Edward Island,
but they haven’t got the money
to go away and get their four-
year degrees, so we haven’t got
as many Bahamians going away
and getting their degrees and
going away to sea,” Mr Fair
said.

“That’s the reason why we
are now pushing a maritime
school at the College of the
Bahamas. That will give a huge
opportunity to more Bahami-
ans to at least get those two
years, and possibly their full
four-year degrees, so basically
we can get way more Bahami-
ans becoming fully qualified
mariners.

“People can go to sea from
anywhere from one to ten
years, and when they come to
shore they’re an expert
mariner. 

“The maritime industry is so
vast, so there are huge num-
bers of job opportunities -
they’ve got a career. There’s

great opportunities,” said Mr
Fair, adding that in his opinion
the Bahamas could sell itself as
a place to study for a maritime
career not only for Bahamians

but globally. “Why shouldn’t
we become known in a few
years’ time as one of the mar-
itime schools of the world?”,
he said.
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BOND MARKET - TRADING STATISTICS

BISX SYMBOL DESCRIPTION VOLUME PAR VALUE
FBB13 FBB Series C 0 $1,000

Notes Due 2013

FBB15 FBB Series 0 $1,000
D Notes Due 2015

FBB17 FBB Series 0 $1,000
A Notes Due 2017

FBB22 FBB Series 0 $1,000
B Notes Due 2022

INTERNATIONAL MARKETS

FOREX Rates
Currency Weekly % Change
CAD 1.0346 -2.17
GBP 1.6404 -1.84
EUR 1.4358 -3.10

Commodities 
Commodity Weekly % Change
Crude Oil 109.77 -12.81
Gold 1,487.00 -3.16

International Stock Market Indexes
Index Weekly % Change
DJIA 12,638.81 -1.34
S&P 500 1,340.20 -1.72
NASDAQ 2,827.56 -1.60
Nikkei 9,859.20 0.10

Maritime chief calls for better sector integration

RoyalFidelity Market Wrap
continued from Page Two



By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
Alowe@tribunemedia.net

The attorney representing
workers at Morton Salt
(Bahamas) has accused the
company of union busting,
and said the union has no
option but to go to court
after it announced plans to

“unilaterally apply” new
conditions of employment
before a deal on an indus-
trial agreement had been
reached.

Obie Ferguson, legal
adviser to the Bahamas
Industrial, Manufacturing
and Allied Workers Union
(BIMAWU), alleged that
Morton Salt’s move,

announced in a statement
issued to the press on Thurs-
day, was not lawful.

Morton Salt (Bahamas)
said the decision, the legali-
ty of which it defended on
the basis that the deal being
offered to employees was
“more favourable” to work-
ers, came after an “impasse”
had been reached following
more than a year of negoti-
ations with the BIMAWU.

The BIMAWU president,
Ronald Roker, denied the
impasse and called for the
company to again sit down
at the negotiating table.

Concerned
In an interview with Tri-

bune Business late Friday,
Mr Ferguson said he and the
union were particularly con-
cerned about the fact that
the company is asking the
workers to increase their
contribution to their health-
care insurance costs.

He said he would be seek-
ing an injunction as soon as

possible to prevent Morton
Salt implementing the pro-
posed changes to the work-
ers’ terms, as this would
“negatively impact” them,
including the healthcare
contribution increase.

The company stated that
it intended the changes to
come into effect on June 1,
2011. It cited the rising cost
of health insurance as the
motivation behind the
increase, adding that with
the increase the total con-
tribution would be “in line
or below that required by
other employers in the
region”, while “85 to 90 per
cent” of the increase would
be covered by the company.

Mr Ferguson said: “What
they are trying to do is
against the law. The union is
a bargaining agent. The rela-
tionship between the
employer and those employ-
ees have been abrogated. 

“The union is the agent,
and so they cannot - with-
out the consent of the work-
er - enter with a view to
decrease their salaries. The
effect of the increase to take
effect on March 1 would be
to decrease their salaries
,and it would be a unilateral
variation of their contract."

The last industrial agree-
ment between the
BIMAWU and Morton Salt
expired in April 2010. The
company and the union
have been negotiating since
January 2010 for a new deal.
The company accused the
union of not having negoti-
ated in good faith - accept-
ing and then rejecting offers
,and not living up to com-
mitments made.

It said it needed to impose
the new terms in order to
provide “certainty” both for
workers and for its own
business.

Mr Ferguson denied that
the union had not been
negotiating in good faith. He
said the old industrial agree-
ment would continue to
apply until a new one was
reached.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 0.155 0.080 7.6 6.78%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
7.00 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.89 6.89 0.00 0.213 0.100 32.3 1.45%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.047 0.090 57.4 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.00 8.69 Cable Bahamas 8.74 8.74 0.00 1,000 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.55%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.459 0.040 5.6 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.98 6.98 0.00 0.496 0.260 14.1 3.72%
2.53 1.86 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.88 1.86 -0.02 0.111 0.045 16.8 2.42%
2.54 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.31 1.31 0.00 0.107 0.110 12.2 8.40%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.40 5.40 0.00 2,000 0.357 0.240 15.1 4.44%
9.00 5.65 Finco 6.50 6.00 -0.50 1,000 0.682 0.000 8.8 0.00%
9.85 8.60 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.60 8.60 0.00 1,000 0.494 0.350 17.4 4.07%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 6.00 6.00 0.00 0.435 0.160 13.8 2.67%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk Hi 52wk Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

FRIDAY, 6 MAY 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,435.03 | CHG -6.92 | %CHG -0.48 | YTD -64.48 | YTD % -4.30

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5487 1.4525 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5487 1.48% 6.06% 1.526164
2.9814 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9814 1.15% 2.40% 2.947425
1.5920 1.5141 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5920 1.14% 4.53% 1.574964
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7049 -0.56% -15.54%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
115.7622 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 115.7622 9.58% 9.58% 114.368369
111.4697 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 111.4697 11.32% 11.32% 106.552835
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1608 1.25% 5.20%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1214 0.26% 4.18%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1620 1.12% 5.24%
9.9952 9.5078 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9952 1.51% 6.08%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.2173 1.50% 6.41%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.4288 4.03% 4.29%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.5559 1.88% 8.41%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

109.392860
100.183340

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11

NAV 6MTH
1.505557
2.918697
1.555464

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11
1-Apr-11

31-Jan-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Mar-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

Morton Salt union
eyes court actionGrand Bahama’s tourism industry and wider economy

has suffered a potential blow after Discovery Cruise
Line, the largest tour operator  to the island, announced
that from September 7, 2011, it will suspend for an indef-
inite period, the service of its ship, the Discovery Sun.  

Hanns J. Hahn, its vice-president and general manag-
er, said: "While the ship is in safe operational order and
complies with all United States Coast Guard and SOLAS
requirements, it requires extensive dry docking and refur-
bishment.  A timetable for its return will be announced
after further inspections are completed."

Discovery dry dock
blow for Freeport

INSIGHT
For the stories behind
the news, read Insight

on Mondays
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STATOIL SOUTH RIDING POINT, LLC
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

TECHNICAL ENGINEER

The successful candidate main responsibilities are as follows:

• Implement Statoil Technical Information System (computerized documentation system)
• Update and perform planning and scheduling for maintenance and modification department
• Update and follow-up progress in existing computerized maintenance system
• Participate in implementing Statoil’s maintenance system (SAP)
• Assist in technical questions raised by the organization and support with technical

documentation and engineering competence
• Perform task within the SAP system

EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
• Preferrably a dual major in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering from a recognized

tertiary university
• Three (3) to five (5) years of engineering field experience and exposure

BENEFITS include
• Medical, Dental and Vision Insurance including Life Insurance and Pension Savings
• Salary will be compensated with education and qualification

Interested individuals should forward or fax résumés to:

The Human Resources Administrator
P. O. Box F-42530

Freeport, Grand Bahama
Bahamas

FACSIMILE NUMBER 1-242-353-4573

NO TELEPHONE SOLICITATION PLEASE!

Résumés should be received by May 6th, 2011

Our values are to be courageous, open, hands-on and caring. We believe in these qualities, which are
essential for building an even stronger Statoil. If you can identify with them, you could be the one to
strengthen our team.

Statoil

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A leading Bahamian commu-
nications player has expressed
concern that the resignation of
the Utilities Regulation & Com-
petition Authority’s (URCA)
chief executive could undermine
“continuity and leadership” at
the regulator during a crucial
period in its development and
that of the overall market.

Describing Usman Saadat’s
imminent departure as “unfor-
tunate”, Anthony Butler, presi-
dent and chief executive of
BISX-listed Cable Bahamas,
indicated to Tribune Business
his concern that the resignation
might “derail or hinder”
URCA’s current work, which
includes several consultations
vital to creating the framework
for sustainable competition in
the Bahamian communications
industry.

Of particular concern to
Cable Bahamas, given last
week’s re-branding and its
launch into the fixed-line voice
telephone market via its $10 mil-
lion Systems Resource Group
(SRG) acquisition, is URCA’s
number portability consultation,
currently out in the market for
consultation.

Number portability is viewed
as critical to creating sustainable
competition in the Bahamian
fixed-line voice market as it
allows customers to keep the
same number when they switch
carriers, thus making it more
attractive for people to move
from the incumbent Bahamas
Telecommunications Company
(BTC) to Cable Bahamas/Indi-
Go Networks.

“It’s very unfortunate,” Mr
Butler said of Mr Saadat’s res-
ignation, “because URCA real-
ly now has 24 months under its
belt and this will be the second
chief executive in such a short
period of time.

“You need to have continuity
and leadership at the regulator
at this early stage in its, and the
market’s, life.”

Focusing on the practical
issues stemming from Mr Saa-
dat’s departure, Mr Butler told
this newspaper: “I hope it does-
n’t derail or hinder the current
plans for the number portability
consultation that is currently out
for discussion and comment. We
believe that is one area that is

necessary for true competition in
the voice market, and the
Bahamian consumer expects it.
It has been demonstrated in all
areas where competition has
been created.”

Paying tribute to Mr Saadat’s
time at URCA, where he was
initially director of policy and
regulation before rising to the
top post, the Cable Bahamas
chief added: “If you look at the
period from the summer of 2009
to this summer, URCA has
completed a significant amount
of work on the new legislation
and the consultations.

“They’ve done the two under
his stewardship, met their oblig-
ations and commitments to the
sector, and obviously some cred-
it has to be given under his lead-
ership.”

The URCA release announc-
ing Mr Saadat’s resignation said
it was a personal decision, cit-
ing “personal attacks on him
and his family”. Mr Saadat
became a focus for those
opposed to the BTC privatisa-
tion, the opposition Progressive
Liberal Party (PLP) citing a sup-
posed ‘conflict of interest’ cre-
ated by his former career as a
Cable & Wireless Communica-
tions (CWC) executive in the
Caribbean region, despite the
fact he had left this post several
years before joining URCA.

Another angle of attack was
the link between Mr Saadat and
Marsha Lewis, another former
CWC executive who was sub-
sequently hired as a human
resources consultant to URCA.
Again, unproven ‘conflict of
interest’ claims were raised
when it was learnt that Ms Lewis
would have vetted Mr Saadat’s
application for the chief execu-
tive post, despite the final deci-
sion resting with the Board.

Once URCA’s role in
approving CWC’s majority pur-
chase of BTC became known,
it was targeted by demonstra-
tors and for public attack.
URCA initially appeared intim-
idated by what many in the com-
munications industry believe
was a campaign to do just that,
the ultimate goal being to block

and disrupt the privatisation
approval process.

URCA has “reluctantly”
accepted Mr Saadat’s resigna-
tion, and its chairman, Wayne
Aranha, said: “The Board would
have wished Mr Saadat to stay
for the length of his tenure, until
2013, given that it has full confi-
dence in the ability, integrity,
and leadership of its chief exec-
utive. 

“However, noting that this is
a personal decision, which has
been directly influenced by the
recent unfortunate and unwar-
ranted personal attacks on him
and his family in different
media, the Board has reluctant-
ly accepted his resignation. 

“He has contributed signifi-
cantly to the development of
URCA and the advancement of
the regulation of the communi-
cations sector in the Bahamas.
He will be leaving URCA at a
critical juncture as it seeks to
ensure that the full benefits to
be derived from the newly lib-
eralised sector accrue to all
Bahamians.” 

Mr Saadat added: “I have
enjoyed the challenge of lead-
ing various aspects of change –
external and internal - over the
last two years. At the time I was
appointed as director of policy
and regulation, I then under-
stood my broad mandate as
helping to transform the legacy
regulator (PUC), implement the
new regulatory regime, effec-
tively regulate under the new
framework, local capacity build-
ing, and providing the certainty
and predictability in the regula-
tory regime that is conducive to
investment through new oper-
ators and via privatisation. 

“I feel satisfied that I have
fulfilled a large part of that man-
date. 

“I want to express my sincere
thanks to the Board, who have
backed me through some chal-
lenging times recently. Finally, I
want to thank my colleagues at
URCA who have endured
major changes but delivered the
necessary outputs and outcomes
under demanding circum-
stances.” 

‘Stability’ concern over 
departure of URCA’s top man

 



sultation on BTC’s proposed
charges for interconnection
joining services, also called
upon the regulator to ensure
BTC began construction of
requested joining paths “as
soon as possible” after the
latter’s RAIO was
approved.

In its May 4 submission,
Judith Smith, Cable
Bahamas’ in-house legal
counsel, wrote: “Given the
long period of time that has
elapsed since BTC first pro-
posed its RAIO, Cable
Bahamas calls upon URCA
to ensure that BTC adheres
to a strict timetable (no
more than one month fol-
lowing approval of the final
RAIO) to finalise its con-
tractual arrangements with
Cable Bahamas.

“Furthermore, URCA
should take whatever steps
are necessary to ensure that
BTC moves forward with
the construction of request-

ed joining paths as soon as
possible following URCA’s
approval of the final
RAIO.”

Arguing that there was
“no justification” for any
delay, Ms Smith said BTC
should not even be allowed
to use the excuse that no
agreement had been
reached for the termination
of its traffic on Cable
Bahamas’ network or that
of another carrier.

“If BTC understands that
it can delay a competitor’s
provision of voice services
simply by prolonging the
negotiations, it will have
every incentive to delay
reaching an agreement ad
infinitum,” Ms Smith said.

“If the parties cannot
agree on all of the terms and
conditions that will apply to
the termination of BTC’s
traffic, an interim solution
can and should be put into
place at URCA’s direction
pending final resolution.
URCA should make clear
in its final decision that it
will not tolerate further
delay by BTC in introduc-
ing voice competition to the
Bahamas.”

Competition
Cable Bahamas’ interest

in the issue is obvious, given
that interconnection is key
to facilitating fixed-line
voice telecoms competition
in any market. 

This allows traffic origi-
nating on one carrier’s net-
work to terminate on that
of a rival, thereby allowing
customers of two different
carriers to talk to one anoth-
er.

Cable Bahamas is espe-
cially keen for interconnec-
tion, and competition, to
occur as quickly as possible,
given last week’s re-brand-
ing and its entry into the
fixed-line voice market with
the $10 million acquisition
of Systems Resource
Group/IndiGo Networks.

Elsewhere in its response

to URCA’s consultation,
Cable Bahamas urged the
regulator to monitor how
BTC implemented inter-
connection joining circuit
charges in practice, calling
upon it to intervene if com-
petition was impacted.

Backing URCA’s propos-
al on how joining circuits
should be measured and
charged, Cable Bahamas
said spreading installa-
tion/maintenance costs for
ports and terminating cards
over five years was “consid-
ered best practice in
Europe”.

“Cable Bahamas also
questions whether it is
appropriate for BTC to
impose a relatively high
recurring monthly charge for
footway boxes of $38,” the
company said. “It is Cable
Bahamas’ understanding
that in Jamaica, the RAIO
includes a one-time charge
of $38 per box up-front, and
a significantly lower recur-
ring monthly charge of
around $9.”

When it came to duct
charges for interconnection
joining paths, Cable
Bahamas said these should
be determined on “a case-
by-case” basis, as such costs
were likely to be higher in
New Providence and Grand
Bahama than islands such
as Abaco.

age capacity, and cost
between $350 million to
$400 million.

BORCO was in Buck-
eye’s portfolio for less than
the entire 2011 first quarter,
the company having
acquired First Reserve’s 80
per cent stake on January
18, and only completing the
purchase of Vopak’s 20 per
cent equity holding in Feb-
ruary.

Together with Buckeye’s
terminal in Yabucoa, Puerto
Rico, BORCO has been
placed in the company’s
newly-created international
operations segment - one of
five business segments. 

Keith StClair, Buckeye’s
chief financial officer, said
that despite not having 100
per cent BORCO ownership
for a full quarter, the inter-

national operations segment
had generated $25.5 million
in adjusted first quarter
operating income - “a large
amount” of the overall
increase in the company’s
adjusted operational
income. This rose by 36.6
per cent year-over-year,
growing from $89.5 million
to $122.2 million.

“Our annual expectations
for BORCO were between
$130-$140 million of adjust-
ed EBITDA [operating
income], and that’s still the
level we would expect them
to perform at on an annual
basis,” Mr StClair said of
projections for the Grand
Bahama-based petroleum
products facility once all
expansion initiatives are
completed.

The 7.9 million barrels of
additional capacity are

merely the first stage in what
could ultimately be an
almost-doubling of its exist-
ing 21.6 million barrel capac-
ity.  Mr StClair said Buckeye
had “reached commercial
terms for the majority” of
the first phase 3.5 million
barrel expansion with vari-
ous oil and petroleum com-
panies. He indicated that
BORCO’s adjusted operat-
ing income would reach $70-
$80 million on an annual
basis “when we have the full
[7.9 million barrel] expan-
sion up and running”.

Clark Smith, Buckeye’s
president and chief operat-
ing officer, told Wall Street
analysts that the capacity
expansion was being struc-
tured in phases to ensure
that BORCO did not get
ahead of market demand.

Adding that Buckeye

expected the first 3.5 million
barrels “to be operational
by the close of 2012”, Mr
Smith said the installation
of a new offshore jetty at
BORCO was expected to be
completed and operational
by the 2011 fourth quarter.

Mr Smith said this would
give BORCO three offshore
jetties with six berths, while
a new inland dock was
expected to become opera-
tional this quarter.

The latter move, Mr
Smith said, would provide
the Grand Bahama-based
storage facility with two
sheltered berths in an inlet
near its storage facilities,
capable of handling Pana-
max vessels.

Describing BORCO’s
integration into Buckeye’s
operations as having “gone
very smoothly”, and prais-

ing the “talented team of
people” at the Grand
Bahama facility, Mr Smith
added: “We are moving for-
ward on the major expan-
sion projects. Our newly-
formed international oper-
ations segment has expan-
sion and operational
improvement opportuni-
ties.”

He noted that BORCO
recently completed one mil-
lion man hours “without an
operational loss of time inci-
dent”.

“We expect to see addi-
tional growth in this seg-
ment as we bring on addi-
tional storage capacity in the
next few years and achieve
operational efficiencies,” Mr
StClair added of the inter-
national operations catego-
ry, which includes BORCO.

Mr Wylie said Buckeye
would also seek to introduce
“best practices” into this cat-
egory. 

BORCO’s importance to
Buckeye cannot be over-
stated, the company’s 2011
first quarter press release
describing it as its “largest
acquisition to date” and a
“premier marine terminal”.

“Buckeye’s flagship
marine terminal in the
Bahamas, BORCO, is one
of the largest oil and petro-
leum products storage facil-
ities in the world, serving the
international markets as a
premier global logistics
hub,” Buckeye said.
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PUBLIC HOSPITALS AUTHORITY
 PRE-QUALIFICATION TENDER NOTICE

The Public Hospitals Authority (PHA), on behalf of the Government of 
the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, invites sealed Pre Qualification 
Tenders from Bahamian Contractors with experience in:

1. Construction of Hospitals and Specialised Healthcare Facilities
2. General Construction valued at ten million dollars 

(B$10MM) and above
3. Installation of  Infrastructure Works including Electrical, 

Mechanical, and Civil  Systems 
4. Installation of Plumbing, Electrical, Air Conditioning, and 

Medical Gas Systems for Healthcare and Industrial Facilities
5. Valid Business License
6. Financial Stability [minimum three (3) year audited financials & 

bank references]
7. National Insurance Board Letter of Compliance
8. Public Liability Insurance not less than one million dollars 

(B$1MM)
9. Bonding capacity of four million dollars (B$4MM) with a named 

Bond Surety
10. Documented Construction Works Health & Safety Programme 

The main work of this project includes major construction of a Critical 
Care Block with corresponding Infrastructure Works at the Princess 
Margaret Hospital, Nassau, The Bahamas of approximately 80,000 ft² 
inclusive of: six (6) Operating Theatres; Intensive Care Unit; Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit; Core Laboratory; Central Sterile Supplies Depart-
ment and Support Services.
Pre-qualification documents may be collected as of Friday 6th May 2011 
between the hours of 9:00am and 5:00pm, from the Public Hospitals Au-
thority, Corporate Office, Building B. 
Interested parties may inspect the Pre Qualification Tender Documents and 
obtain further information, including eligibility to participate, at the ad-
dress listed above.
Contractors are also expected to be in good standing with the relevant 
Government Agencies. Only Contractors that are able to meet the above 
minimum requirements should respond.

Pre-qualification documents for the Critical Care Block should be 
submitted in duplicate in a sealed envelope or package identified as 
Contractor’s Prequalification Document, for the Critical Care Block 
and addressed to:

The Chairman, Tenders Committee
Public Hospitals Authority

Corporate Office Building B
3rd & West Terrace, Collins Avenue

P.O. Box N-8200
Nassau, Bahamas

Telephone: (242) 502-1400
Fax: (242) 323-1422

Tenders are to arrive at the Public Hospitals Authority no later than 
4:00pm Friday 20th May 2011; and shall include the required B$500.00 
payment for the Tender Document Package. 
Payments may be made via certified cheque, bank draft or money or-
ders, payable to the Public Hospitals Authority. This Payment shall be 
refundable to companies whose pre-qualifications are rejected.
Please note that your company Pre Qualification submittal must be com-
pleted in full for any consideration for the same. Late submissions will 
not be accepted. Tenderers are invited to attend the pre-qualification ten-
der opening.

The Public Hospitals Authority reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals.

$400m expansion
kick-off at BORCO

SEE page 1B

FROM page 1B CABLE URGES ONE MONTH 
TARGET FOR BTC INTERCONNECT

       



with a gross tonnage of more
than 53 million tons. The
Bahamas has the largest num-
ber of cruise ships on its reg-
ister of any country, although
these in fact only make up 11
per cent of its overall num-
bers.

Because contributions to
the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) are
based on the tonnage
attached to one’s register, the
Bahamas makes a greater
contribution than much larger
and more developed coun-
tries, such as the US or the
UK, at $1.1 million a year,
noted the chairman.

Mr Fair, who summarised
the BMA’s role as to register
vessels, enforce ship safety
requirements and constantly
monitor and improve stan-
dards in sector, told the
Rotary group that he could
“tell you with some pride that
we punch well above our
weight” in global shipping
fora.

“We have a powerful voice
in world shipping and have

the abiliy to influence the
development of policies and
legislation both nationally and
on the international stage,”
he added. 

Mr Fair said the BMA is
constantly looking for ways
to grow its business and seek
new revenue streams for the
Bahamas in the maritime
industry.

In this regard, the
Bahamas’ yacht registry is
now up and running, with reg-
ulations having been estab-
lished allowing it to be
opened to the public “within
the last month”, said Mr Fair.

The yacht registry “com-
plements our overall offering
and enhances the profile of
our nation,” he suggested.

“From a concentration on
the large ship sector, we now
realise our wealthy financial
services clients might want to
have a ‘one-stop shop’ for
their financial assets and their

leisure assets. We are contin-
ually looking at ways to fur-
ther develop our business
model, not only to service our
existing customers but also to
attract new business.

We’re not expecting a flood
of registrants in the first year
but it had to be one of the
offerings we gave.”

Meanwhile, having opened
a BMA office in Hong Kong
last year, Mr Fair said the
office - which has three staff
and a Bahamian registrar -
has been bearing fruit. Mr
Fair said he expects the Hong
Kong office will also be “an
outlet for other Bahamas
offerings”.

The BMA is now hoping to
establish the conditions which
would enable the Hong Kong
office to go out and seek to do
business with China.

“We’ve got our staff (in
Hong Kong) and they are out
knocking on doors. Our

Bahamian registrar is there
doing business already; she’s
already done some closings
and we’re very happy,” said
Mr Fair.

“We’re going to be in Bei-
jing and Hong Kong in June.
Having established an office
in Hong Kong, we can’t actu-
ally start marketing in China
until such time as we present
our credentials to the govern-
ment, so it’s a formal visit to
the ministries and, hopefully,
because of the relationship
the Bahamas has with China
they may open a few doors
for us.”

The BMA is also looking
to expand its reach further
into Europe by establishing a
“long overdue” full office in
Greece later this year in an
effort to capture more busi-
ness. Forty per cent of ship

owners on the Bahamian reg-
istry are from Greece, Nor-
way and the UK.

“They (the Greeks) are the
largest ship owning group by
far. It’s a major maritime
nation, and the Bahamas has
such close ties to Greece
already. We’ve got a Greek
diaspora in the Bahamas; we
can build on that,” said Mr
Fair.

He also heaped praise on
present director of the BMA,
former defence force com-
mander, Davy Rolle. A “great
success” during his time as
chairman was the appoint-
ment of a Bahamian director,
after years in which the post
was held by British nationals
who were not greatly
“exposed” to the Bahamas
and, while diligent, saw the
post as a “job”.

“Having a Bahamian, Davy
Rolle, has been a huge step
forward. The level of dili-
gence and commitment he’s
given to this organisation, I
can’t begin to tell you. He
called me at 12.45am the oth-
er day from his office because
he was putting together stuff
for our next Board meeting.
And this is not a young man;
he’s a former commander of
the Defence Force. He’s
doing a great job,” said Mr
Fair. Given that shipping is
the primary facilitator of
world trade, it is by and large
a stable industry with numer-
ous opportunities for growth.

Short of a “massive eco-
nomic contraction”, Mr Fair
said the primary threat to the
continued growth of the mar-
itime industry was piracy,
such as that which is current-
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Lower premiums, low deductibles, generous benefits and a fast claims

service for home and motor cover. Pick up the phone and ask NIBA for a

great insurance deal.

Tel. Nassau 677-6422/Freeport 352-6422
or visit www.nibaquote.com

Open
Saturdays

10.00am-
2.00pm

NASSAU INSURANCE BROKERS AND AGENTS LIMITED
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue P.O. Box N-7764 Nassau  
Suite 6, Jasmine Corporate Center, East Sunrise Highway P.O. Box F-42655, Freeport 
Tel. Nassau 677-6422 Freeport 352-6422  www.nibaquote.com

FROM page 1B MARITIME AUTHORITY A GOV’T AGENCY MODEL
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at an assumed weighted average cost of capital (WACC) of
10 per cent, ROCE (return on capital employed) for these
services amounts to around $10 million in 2009,” BTC told
URCA. “From the accounts we can also obtain a total
depreciation amount for relevant assets of $27 million, giv-
ing total capital costs of around $37 million.”

Treating both common costs and indirect network costs as
mark-up capital costs gave percentages of 88.95 per cent and
80.86 per cent, BTC said, making for a cumulative 169.81 per
cent. The carrier, now majority-owned by Cable & Wireless
Communications (CWC), said these mark-ups were “around
a factor five higher” than the ones it had originally proposed.

Comparing its proposed monthly joining services operat-
ing costs with those suggested by URCA, which had used a
different benchmark, BTC said the regulator’s were between
72.58 per cent to 140 per cent higher than its own.

“BTC has provided operational expenditure estimates
that are significantly below the benchmark that URCA
deems reasonable for services of this type,” BTC said. 

Concern
“This suggests that the principal area of concern for

URCA should be to ensure that BTC does not under-recov-
er against incurred costs for the service. URCA’s com-
ments suggest that the real risk associated with BTC’s tar-
iff proposals is that they are below the reasonable cost lev-
els observed in other markets.

This table and the [UK] benchmark suggest that the
mark-ups proposed are too conservative, so BTC’s sugges-
tion would be to use URCA’s suggested benchmark to set
the final rates for the time being.”

Decrying URCA’s use of the UK as a comparison on
how interconnection services are provided, BTC questioned
how the regulator would treat under-used interconnection
capacity, since this was still likely to be included in its service
tariffs.

“All operators are likely to require interconnection capac-
ity from BTC, while not all operators will require inter-
connection with each other, perhaps preferring to use BTC
as a transit operator,” BTC added.

“BTC is therefore likely to require a higher degree of
spare capacity in order to prevent shortages. It is also clear
that these costs are incurred by BTC because of the provi-
sion of interconnection joining services, and they should
therefore be recovered from tariffs for joining services.”

However, acknowledging that rival licensed carriers might
pay for “unnecessarily high spare capacity” if tariffs were not
limited, BTC said it proposed to include a 25 per cent ‘spare
capacity’ mark-up in the equipment calculations to ensure it
recovers legitimate costs.

Proposing to review joining services tariffs after a “rea-
sonable number” of rival carriers have made separate pro-
posals, BTC said that not charging mark-ups on indirect and
common costs “would result in inefficient allocation out-
comes and, in the long run, undermine the financial viabil-
ity of a regulated firm like BTC”.

BTC demands no
‘under-recovery’
on connect costs
FROM page 1B

the result of maintaining the
position as it was before his
ruling. Effectively, Customs’
undertaking has been rein-
stated. 

“We’re looking forward
to the hearing of the appeal,
and hopefully that will occur
in the near future.”

In his submissions to the
Court of Appeal, Mr Smith
argued that the Judicial
Review was in the public
interest, adding: “All GBPA
(Grand Bahama Port
Authority) licensees are
affected by Customs’ first
decision, to demand addi-
tional paperwork in respect
of goods sold over the
counter.  

“All GBPA licensees are
also affected by the manner
and legality of the enforce-
ment mechanisms which
Customs chooses to deploy
to enforce its demands. Sig-
nificant numbers of persons

and corporations are there-
fore potentially affected by
the outcome of these pro-
ceedings.  

“Thirdly, while the first
decision may be subject to
nice arguments of law, the
second decision – relating to
Customs’ enforcement
action – is a manifest abuse
of power by Customs which
it has not sought to explain
or attempt to justify in evi-
dence. The allegation is seri-
ous and should be deter-
mined.”

And he further alleged:
“Customs’ arbitrary deci-
sions to seize goods and
refuse paperwork has led to
uncertainty and extra costs,
and damaged the applicant’s
(Kelly’s Freeport’s) busi-
ness.   

“This will lead to loss of
profit, not to mention dam-
age to goodwill and future
loss of business if and when
it is unable to fulfil existing
contracts and/or customers
go elsewhere. 

“The applicant is fearful,
and for good cause, that
these arbitrary seizures and
fits of non co-operation will
continue. 

“The current uncertainty
affects many licensees in
Freeport to the general
detriment of the construc-
tion and other industries
which rely on businesses
such as the applicant’s for
their supplies. 

“On the basis of Customs’
past behaviour, as set out in
the Application for Leave,
there is every reason to
believe that, unless

restrained, the respondent
will seek to continue its pat-
tern of oppressive and prej-
udicial conduct by seeking
to arbitrarily detain goods,
or refuse to process import-
ed goods for entry in the
usual way, or refuse to
accept returns for duty paid
sales, or otherwise take
enforcement action against
the applicant or other Grand
Bahama Port Authority
licensees, on the basis of
non-receipt of duty exempt
bonded sales reports or on
any other basis not sanc-
tioned by law.”

Kelly’s in Customs appeal victory
FROM page 1B

ume (of applications) we had to deal with”.
His comments came as Tribune Business continues to

receive calls from concerned business owners, who said
they had been unable to obtain their Business License since
applying, completing the procedures and paying for the
document prior to the March 31 deadline.

“They said they couldn’t do anything for us and we should
come back next week,” said one businessman.

Mr Laing said: “We are reasonably satisfied with the
progress being made, considering there were 10,000-plus
applicants. We hired 12 additional people to assist with
this, who came on a month-and-a-half ago. There are some
(applicants) who have been waiting around three weeks
now. We are processing the applications and we have peo-
ple working overtime, working weekends. 

“The backlog of applications should be sorted out within
the next week.”

The backlog at the Business License Unit appears to
have taken longer than the unit anticipated to resolve.

Three weeks ago, in response to complaints about delays
in receiving Business Licences after applications were made,
Athena Marche, deputy controller of inland revenue with
responsibility for the Business License/Valuation Unit, said
the issue had been “largely resolved” with just a small num-
ber of applications still waiting to be processed.

Ms Marche suggested the remaining applicants could
expect to be called to pick up their licenses by the end of that
week.

The official attributed the delay in processing some appli-
cations to the fact that many business operators left it until
within a week of the deadline to apply, while others who had
not been in compliance for "many years" finally felt com-
pelled to register.

Ms Marche suggested the fact that the deadline for appli-
cations under the new Business License Act is now the end
of March, whereas the former Act  stipulated an end-of-
April deadline, caught some people off guard, despite the
Ministry of Finance's publication of the deadline for sever-
al months in the media.

“The crowd that came in was not the normal crowd.
Everyone rushed at the end of period. They don't normal-
ly do that. You had persons who did not apply for up to a
decade coming in to apply," said Ms Marche.

Business Licence backlog
‘sorted within the week’

FROM page 1B

 



BERNARD CONDON,
AP Business Writer
NEW YORK 

Here's a markets riddle for
you: What has jumped in value
more than its biggest fans expect-
ed and withstood worries like
slowing U.S. growth, European
debt woes and even the specter of
the U.S. losing its top credit rat-
ing?

No, it's not the stock market.
Stumped? It's junk bonds, a

sort of IOU from risky companies
thought most likely to not pay
back their debt.

Junk has gained 55 percent the
past two years, 5 percentage
points more than stocks. That's
good for the many brave
investors who've bought junk
bonds. And good for the econo-
my, too. The hot market for junk
means companies that once
seemed close to bankruptcy can
sell these bonds with ease and
use the proceeds to run their busi-
nesses.

"Companies struggling during
the recession have been able to
borrow, and that's given them
time and that's good," says
George Cipolloni, co-manager of
Berwyn Income, a mutual fund
that holds junk.

The latest sign of this econom-
ic elixir at work came Wednes-
day. While stocks were in a two-
day decline, research firm
Dealogic published a report
showing a record amount of junk
bonds has been sold so far this
year — $158 billion, nearly dou-
ble what was sold during the
same period in 2007, when the
economy was still booming.

But this rally is not without its
critics. Junk is up partly because
companies are more likely to pay
back their bonds and other debts
now that the Great Recession is
over. But Federal Reserve Chair-
man Ben Bernanke has also
played a role in rising junk prices.
That worries investors who think
the Fed has a habit of inflating
bubbles.

The Fed's policy of setting

benchmark interest rates at zero
and buying government securi-
ties has frustrated investors who
are getting miserly interest pay-
ments on those and other con-
servative assets. That led many
to rush into risky investments. To
some extent, that's exactly what
the Fed wanted. The hoped-for
result is that money will flow
more freely to companies and
that investors will feel richer —
and that both will spend more.
Bernanke's efforts were mostly
designed to push investors into
stocks after many pulled money
out of stocks during the financial
crisis. They've fled into all sorts of
assets including tradable bank
loans, heating oil futures, carbon-
emission credits and, yes, junk
bonds.

A revived economy may justi-

fy the higher assets prices on junk
that Fed policy has facilitated.
But critics of the Fed note that
such easy-money policies have
helped lead to two stock bubbles
in a decade, a credit market bub-
ble and a housing bubble — all of
which burst, socking investors
with hundreds of billions in dol-
lars in losses. When junk bonds
imploded in 2008, for example,
investors in mutual funds hold-
ing them lost 26 percent, accord-
ing to Morningstar. Buyers were
so scared that bond yields, which
move in the opposite direction
from their price, spiked to over 20
percent.

The big appeal of junk now is
that safer assets are so unappeal-
ing. 

Holders of five-year Treasurys
get 2 percent annually for their
money now. Put cash in five-year
certificates of deposits instead
and you might get 2.6 percent.
Junk bonds? They'll give you 6.7
percent, according to Barclays
Capital.

That sounds great, but in real-
ity, junk bond yields are near
record lows and they're down
1.75 percentage points in just a
year.

"Companies are more healthy
now, but I'm not getting paid as
much," says Andrew Smock, co-
chief investment officer at Mer-
ganser Capital, a money manag-
er that has been selling junk for
several months as investors have
piled into the market. "It's junk,
it's risky. I can't get excited."

BUSINESS
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PUBLIC HOSPITALS AUTHORITY
 PRE-QUALIFICATION TENDER NOTICE

The Public Hospitals Authority (PHA), on behalf of the Government of 
the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, invites sealed Pre Qualification 
Tenders from Bahamian Contractors with experience in:

1. Construction of Hospitals and Specialised Healthcare Facilities
2. General Construction valued at ten million dollars 

(B$10MM) and above
3. Installation of  Infrastructure Works including Electrical, 

Mechanical, and Civil  Systems 
4. Installation of Plumbing, Electrical, Air Conditioning, and 

Medical Gas Systems for Healthcare and Industrial Facilities
5. Valid Business License
6. Financial Stability [minimum three (3) year audited financials & 

bank references]
7. National Insurance Board Letter of Compliance
8. Public Liability Insurance not less than one million dollars 

(B$1MM)
9. Bonding capacity of four million dollars (B$4MM) with a named 

Bond Surety
10. Documented Construction Works Health & Safety Programme 

The main work of this project includes major construction of a Critical 
Care Block with corresponding Infrastructure Works at the Princess 
Margaret Hospital, Nassau, The Bahamas of approximately 80,000 ft² 
inclusive of: six (6) Operating Theatres; Intensive Care Unit; Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit; Core Laboratory; Central Sterile Supplies Depart-
ment and Support Services.
Pre-qualification documents may be collected as of Friday 6th May 2011 
between the hours of 9:00am and 5:00pm, from the Public Hospitals Au-
thority, Corporate Office, Building B. 
Interested parties may inspect the Pre Qualification Tender Documents and 
obtain further information, including eligibility to participate, at the ad-
dress listed above.
Contractors are also expected to be in good standing with the relevant 
Government Agencies. Only Contractors that are able to meet the above 
minimum requirements should respond.

Pre-qualification documents for the Critical Care Block should be 
submitted in duplicate in a sealed envelope or package identified as 
Contractor’s Prequalification Document, for the Critical Care Block 
and addressed to:

The Chairman, Tenders Committee
Public Hospitals Authority

Corporate Office Building B
3rd & West Terrace, Collins Avenue

P.O. Box N-8200
Nassau, Bahamas

Telephone: (242) 502-1400
Fax: (242) 323-1422

Tenders are to arrive at the Public Hospitals Authority no later than 
4:00pm Friday 20th May 2011; and shall include the required B$500.00 
payment for the Tender Document Package. 
Payments may be made via certified cheque, bank draft or money or-
ders, payable to the Public Hospitals Authority. This Payment shall be 
refundable to companies whose pre-qualifications are rejected.
Please note that your company Pre Qualification submittal must be com-
pleted in full for any consideration for the same. Late submissions will 
not be accepted. Tenderers are invited to attend the pre-qualification ten-
der opening.

The Public Hospitals Authority reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals.

Why junk bond rally should
be cheered – and feared 

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS
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CAIRO
Associated Press

RELATIONS between
Egypt's Muslims and Chris-
tians degenerated to a new
low Sunday after riots
overnight left 12 people
dead and a church burned,
adding to the disorder of the
country's post-revolution
transition to democracy.

The attack on the church
was the latest sign of
assertiveness by an extreme,
ultraconservative movement
of Muslims known as
Salafis, whose increasing
hostility toward Egypt's
Coptic Christians over the
past few months has met
with little interference from
the country's military rulers.

Salafis have been blamed
for other recent attacks on
Christians and others they
don't approve of. In one
attack, a Christian man had
an ear cut off for renting an
apartment to a Muslim
woman suspected of
involvement in prostitution.

Violence
The latest violence, which

erupted in fresh clashes
Sunday between Muslims
and Christians who pelted
each other with stones in
another part of Cairo, also
pointed to what many see
as reluctance of the armed
forces council to act. The
council took temporary con-
trol of the country after
President Hosni Mubarak
was deposed on Feb. 11.

After the overnight clash-
es in the slum of Imbaba,
residents turned their anger
toward the military. Some
said they and the police did
almost nothing to intervene
in the five-hour frenzy of
violence.

Analysts warned of signs
of Coptic violence, espe-
cially with reports that some
Christians have opened fire
at Muslims.

"The Coptic volcano is
exploding," Coptic expert
Youssef Sedhom said.
"How would Copts respond
if they find their back to the
wall facing guns? They

would have no option but
self defence," adding, "don't
blame Copts for what they
do."

Six Muslims were among
the dead, according to
Egypt's state-run news
agency.

The bloodshed began Sat-
urday around sundown
when word spread around
the neighborhood that a
Christian woman who mar-
ried a Muslim had been
abducted and was being
kept in the Virgin Mary
Church against her will.

Islamic extremists
declared the crowded dis-
trict a state within a state in
1990s, calling it "the Islamic
Republic of Imbaba," one
of the country's hottest
spots of Islamic militancy.

The report of the kidnap-
ping, which was never con-
firmed by local religious fig-
ures, sent a large mob of
Muslims toward the church.
Christians created a human
barricade around the build-
ing and clashes erupted.
Gunfire sounded across the
neighborhood, and witness-
es said people on rooftops
were firing into the crowd.

The two sides accused
each other of firing first.

Crowds of hundreds of
Muslims from the neigh-
borhood lobbed firebombs
at homes, shops and the
church. Residents say Chris-
tians were hiding inside.
Muslims chanted: "With our
blood and soul, we defend
you, Islam."

Rimon Girgis, a 24-year-
old with a tattoo of a Coptic
saint on his arm, was among
the Christians who formed a
human shield around the
church.

"They were around 40
bearded men chanting slo-
gans like 'There is no God
but Allah.' After rallying
Muslim residents, they
opened fire," he said. "We
Copts had to respond, so we
hurled stones and pieces of
broken marble."

Some of the wounded
were carried to the nearby
St. Menas Church, where
floors were still stained with
blood hours later.

"Every five minutes, an
injured person was rushed
into the church," said a
Father Arshedis. "We
couldn't reach ambulances
by phone. We called and no
one answered. We tried to
treat the injured. We used
the girls' hair clips to extract
the bullets."

"The army is responsible
because they took no
action," he said.

Later the same night, the
Muslim crowd moved to a
Christian-owned apartment
building nearby and set it
on fire. Piles of charred fur-
niture, garbage and wood
were mixed with remains of
clothes, food and shoes.
Shops on the ground floor
of the buildings were
destroyed.

Soldiers
Some soldiers and police

did fire tear gas, but failed
to clear the streets for
hours.

By daybreak, the military
had deployed armored vehi-
cles and dozens of troop
carriers to cordon off a main
street leading to the area.
They stopped traffic and
turned away pedestrians.
Men, women and children
watching from balconies
took photos with mobile
phones and cheered the
troops.

Across the Nile river, in
downtown Cairo, clashes
broke out on Sunday after-
noon. Muslim youths
attacked Coptic Christian
protesters, said Christian
activist Bishoy Tamri.

TV images showed both
sides furiously throwing
stones, including one Chris-
tian who held a large wood-
en cross in one hand while
flinging rocks with the oth-
er.

Scores were injured, but
an army unit securing the
TV building did nothing to
stop the violence, Tamri
said.

Late Sunday thousands of
Copts decided to camp out
in front of the TV building
overnight to press demands
to bring the arsonists to jus-

tice and to make religious
instigation a criminal
offense.

Islamic clerics denounced
the violence, sounding
alarm bells at the escalating
tension during the transi-
tional period following
Mubarak's Feb. 11 ouster
by a popular uprising.

"These events do not ben-
efit either Muslim or
Copts," Ahmed al-Tayyeb,
the sheik of al-Azhar, told
the daily Al-Ahram.

Spirit
During the 18-day upris-

ing that ousted Mubarak,
there was a rare spirit of
brotherhood between Mus-
lims and Christians. Each
group protected the other
during prayer sessions in
Cairo's Tahrir Square, the
epicenter of the revolution.

But in the months that

followed, there has been a
sharp rise in sectarian ten-
sions, as the once quiescent
Salafis have become more
forceful in trying to spread
their version of an Islamic
way of life. In particular,
they have focused their
wrath on Egypt's Christians,
who make up 10 percent of
the country's 80 million peo-
ple.

On Friday, a few hundred
Salafis marched through
Cairo to praise al-Qaida
leader Osama bin Laden
and condemning the U.S.
operation that killed him.

Critics say Egyptian mili-
tary authorities have done
too little to stem the reli-
gious violence. But authori-
ties arrested 190 people
after the church attack,
sending them to military
prosecutions and threaten-
ing the maximum penalty
against anyone attacking

houses of worship.
Copts complain of wide-

spread discrimination,
including tight restrictions
on building or repairing
churches, while Muslim
places of worship do not
face such limits.

In one of the worst
attacks against them, a sui-
cide bomber killed 21 peo-
ple outside a church in the
port city of Alexandria on
Jan. 1, setting off days of
protests. Egypt made some
arrests but never charged
anyone with the attack.

Tensions have been build-
ing for the past year as
Salafis protested the alleged
abduction by the Coptic
Church of a priest's wife,
Camilla Shehata. The
Salafis claim she converted
to Islam to escape an
unhappy marriage — a phe-
nomenon they maintain is
common.

Divorce
Because divorce is

banned in the Coptic
Church, with rare excep-
tions such as conversion,
some Christian women
resort to conversion to
Islam or another Christian
denomination to get out of a
marriage.

Shehata's case was even
used by Iraq's branch of al-
Qaida as a justification for
an attack on a Baghdad
church that killed 68 peo-
ple and other threats by the
group against Christians.

On Saturday just before
the violence erupted in
Imbaba, Shehata appeared
with her husband and child
on a Christian TV station
broadcast from outside of
Egypt and asserted that she
was still a Christian and had
never converted.

"Let the protesters leave
the Church alone and turn
their attention to Egypt's
future," she said from an
undisclosed location.

In the Egyptian Sinai
desert, hundreds of
Bedouins forced authorities
to set free a prisoner after
laying siege to the main
courthouse, firing gunshots
in the air and burning tires,
witnesses said.

CHURCH BURNING
DEEPENS TUMULT OF
EGYPT TRANSITION

EGYPTIAN COPTS, one holding a cross and a picture of Jesus Christ and Coptic Pope Shenouda III with
writing in Arabic reading "Your salvation is in my hands, God is here", demonstrate against the overnight
sectarian violence, in downtown Cairo, Egypt Sunday, May 8, 2011. Christians and Muslims throwing rocks
clashed in downtown Cairo on Sunday, hours after ultraconservative Muslim mobs set fire overnight to
a church and a Christian-owned apartment building in a frenzy of violence that killed 12 people and injured
more than 200. (AP)

EGYPTIAN COPTS, one holding a banner with a picture of Jesus Christ and writing in Arabic reading "Christ, Our God, is alive", demonstrate against the overnight sectarian
violence, in downtown Cairo, Egypt Sunday. (AP)

12 dead after clashes between
Muslims and Christians



istan, an inconstant ally in
the long struggle against
terrorists.

Sen. John Kerry,  D-
Mass. ,  chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, said: "Every-
body has to understand
that even in the getting of
Osama bin Laden, the Pak-
istanis were helpful. We
have people on the ground
in Pakistan because they
allow us to have them.

"We actually worked
with them on certain parts
of the intelligence that
helped to lead to him, and
they have been extraordi-
narily cooperative and at
some political cost to them
in helping us to take out 16
of the top 20 al-Qaida lead-
ers with a drone pro-
gramme that we have in
the western part of the
country," he said.

The senior Republican
on the committee, Sen.
Richard Lugar of Indiana,
said: "Pakistan is a critical
factor in the war against
terror, our war, the world's
war against  i t ,  s imply
because there are a lot of
terrorists in Pakistan." He
also noted that the nation
possesses nuclear weapons,
and said a cut-off in aid
could weaken the United
States' ability to make sure
they do not fall into the
hands of terrorists.

Kerry strongly defended
the president's decision to
order the raid, and the

shooting death of
bin Laden.

The administration has
offered shifting accounts of
the events that unfolded in
the 40 minutes the Navy
SEALs were inside
bin Laden's compound,
most recently saying the
terrorist mastermind was
unarmed but appeared to
be reaching for a weapon
when he was shot in the
head and chest.

"I think those SEALs
did exactly what they
should have done. And we
need to shut up and move
on about, you know, the
realities of what happened
in that building," Kerry
said.

National security advis-
er Tom Donilon said, "I've
not seen evidence that
would tell us that the polit-
ical, the military, or the
intelligence leadership had
foreknowledge of — of
bin Laden" being in the
country. He said the U.S.
has asked the Pakistani
authorities for access to
people whom the SEALs
left behind in the com-
pound, including three of
bin Laden's wives. The
U.S. also wants access to
additional materials col-
lected there, he said.

Officials have said the
SEALs took voluminous
computerised and paper
records when they chop-
pered out of bin Laden's
compound. 

Donilon l ikened the
amount of information
retrieved to the size of a

small college library.
Donilon also sidestepped

when asked if waterboard-
ing and other so-called
enhanced interrogation of
detainees had produced
information that led to the
successful  raid against

bin Laden's compound.
"No single piece of intelli-
gence led to this," he said.

The national security
adviser appeared on ABC,
NBC, CNN and Fox. Lugar
was on CNN, and Kerry
spoke on CBS.
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ISLAMABAD
Associated Press

THE United States wants access to
Osama bin Laden's three widows and any
intelligence material its commandos left
behind at the al-Qaida leader's compound,
a top American official said in comments
broadcast Sunday that could add a fresh
sticking point in already frayed ties with
Pakistan.

Information from the women, who
remained in the house after the comman-
dos killed bin Laden, might answer ques-
tions about whether Pakistan harbored
the al-Qaida chief as many American offi-
cials are speculating. It could also reveal
details about the day-to-day life of bin
Laden, his actions since the invasion of
Afghanistan in 2001 and the inner work-
ings of al-Qaida.

The women, along with several chil-
dren also picked up from the house, are
believed to be in Pakistani army custody.
A Pakistani army official declined to com-
ment Sunday on the request, which U.S.
National Security Adviser Tom Donilon
revealed on NBC's "Meet the Press."

The CIA and Pakistan's spy agency,
known by the acronym ISI, have worked
uneasily together in the past on countert-
errorism, but the unilateral U.S. raid —
done without Pakistan's advance knowl-
edge — has exposed the deep mistrust
that scars a complicated if vital partnership
for both nations.

Pressure
Even before the May 1 raid, the ISI

said it was cutting cooperation with CIA
to protest drone strikes close to the
Afghan border, among other things. In
the current environment, Pakistan could
use the fact it has something Washington
wants — bin Laden's widows — as lever-
age to reduce some of the pressure it is
under.

Bin Laden was found in a large house
close to a military academy in the army
town of Abbottabad where he had been
living for up to six years. His location
raised U.S. suspicions that he had help
from some Pakistani authorities, possibly
elements of the powerful army and intel-
ligence services. Donilon said Washington
had seen no evidence that the Pakistani
government had been colluding with bin
Laden — the public line taken by most
U.S. officials since the raid, including Pres-
ident Barack Obama in comments also
broadcast Sunday.

"But they need to investigate that,"
Donilon said. "And they need to provide
us with intelligence, by the way, from the
compound that they've gathered, includ-
ing access to Osama bin Laden's three
wives, whom they have in ... custody."

Donilon also said Pakistani authorities
had collected other evidence from the
house which the United States wanted to
"work with them on assessing." U.S. com-
mandos managed to seize a large and
valuable intelligence haul that included
videos, telephone numbers and docu-
ments, along with the body of bin Laden,
before flying back to Afghanistan, accord-

ing to U.S. officials.
The Pakistani government has strongly

denied it knew of bin Laden's where-
abouts, but Western governments have
long regarded Islamabad with suspicion.
Its armed forces have historical — some
say ongoing — links with Islamist mili-
tants, which they used as proxies in
Afghanistan and India.

The allegations of Pakistani collusion
pose an acute problem for the Obama
administration because few can see any
alternative but to continue engaging with
the country. Unstable and nuclear-armed,
it remains integral to the fight against al-
Qaida as well as to American hopes for
beginning to draw down troops in
Afghanistan later this year.

"We need to act in our national inter-
est," Donilon said. "We have had diffi-
culty with Pakistan, as I said. But we've
also had to work very closely with Pak-
istan in our counter-terror efforts."

The American commandos killed bin
Laden and up to four other people, includ-
ing one of his sons, at the compound.

Pakistani officials have given little infor-
mation, some of it conflicting, about the
identities of the women and children left
behind, including exactly how many there
are and what they allegedly have been
saying. One of the wives is Yemeni, Pak-
istani officials have said. A copy of her
passport, leaked to the local media, iden-
tifies her as Amal Ahmed Abdullfattah.
She has allegedly told Pakistani investi-
gators that she moved to the home in 2006
and never left the upper floors of the
three-story compound, where bin Laden
was living.

She is from the southern Yemeni
province of Ibb, about 120 miles (193 kilo-
meters) south of the capital, Sanaa. A
family member there has sought a meeting

with Pakistan's ambassador to Yemen to
ask about her fate and whether she is to
return to Yemen. The relative, a cousin
named Walid al-Sada, said the ambas-
sador did not know and promised to get
back to the family.

Pakistan Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Tahmina Janjua said no countries
have asked for the return of bin Laden's
relatives. The Foreign Ministry in a state-
ment last week said they were being well
looked after and will be returned to their
countries of origin.

Videos
When the Navy SEALs raided bin

Laden's compound, they collected com-
puter equipment and videos, including
one that showed bin Laden huddled in a
blanket and wearing a knit cap while seat-
ed on the floor watching television — an
image that contrasts with the bin Laden
seen in propaganda videos released over
the years, which depicted him as a charis-
matic religious figure unaffected by the
world's scorn.

But many Pakistanis, who are routine-
ly misled by their government and live in
a country where television and newspa-
pers report conspiracy theories about the
malign intentions of the United States
uncritically, don't believe bin Laden has
died.

"I think Osama did not die," said
Mohammad Khan at a newspaper kiosk in
Rawalpindi city. "I don't believe even 1
percent that he was martyred in Abbot-
tabad. The making of a video is not a big
thing for America. They can do what they
want because they have the latest tech-
nology. They can make impossible things
seem possible."

US SAYS IT WANTS ACCESS TO BIN LADEN WIDOWS 

PAKISTANI YOUTHS view the house, background, of former al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden in Abbottabad, Pakistan on Sunday, May 8, 2011. Osama bin Laden was killed by a heli-
copter-borne U.S. military force on Monday, in a fortress-like compound on the outskirts of
Pakistani city of Abbottabad. (AP)

IN THIS IMAGE released by the White House and digitally altered by the source to diffuse the paper in front of Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton, President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden, along with with members of the national security team, receive
an update on the mission against Osama bin Laden in the Situation Room of the White House, Sunday, May 1, 2011, in Washington. 

The White House, Pete Souza/AP

‘Raid was the longest 40 minutes of my life’
FROM page 16B

 



WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Barack
Obama ordered the com-
mando raid that killed ter-
rorist leader Osama bin
Laden after deciding the
risks were outweighed by
the possibility "of us finally
getting our man" following
a decade of frustration, he
said in a Sunday broadcast
interview, according to
Associated Press.

The helicopter raid "was
the longest 40 minutes of
my life," Obama told CBS'
60 Minutes, with the possi-
ble exception of when his
daughter Malia became sick
with meningitis as an infant.

Monitoring the comman-
do raid operation in the
White House Situation
Room a week ago, Obama
said he and top aides "had a
sense of when gunfire and
explosions took place"
halfway around the world,
and knew when one of the
helicopters carrying Navy
SEALs made an unplanned
hard landing. "But we could

not get information clearly
about what was happening
inside the compound," he
said.

Public opinion polls have
shown a boost in Obama's
support in the days since
the raid, and his re-election
campaign was eager to
draw attention to the inter-
view.

Jim Messina, the presi-
dent's campaign manager,
emailed supporters encour-
aging them to watch the
programme. The note
included a link to a listing
of all of the network's local
affiliates around the coun-
try — and another one
requesting donations to
Obama's re-election effort.

In the interview, Obama
said that as nervous as he
was about the raid, he did-
n't lose sleep over the pos-
sibility that bin Laden
might be killed. Anyone
who questions whether the
terrorist mastermind didn't
deserve his fate "needs to
have their head examined,"
he said.

Obama said bin Laden
had "some sort of support
network" inside Pakistan to
be able to live for years at a
high-security compound in
Abbottabad, a city that
houses numerous military
facilities. But he stopped
short of accusing Pakistani
officials of harbouring the
man who planned the Sept.
11, 2001, terror attacks that
killed nearly 3,000.

"We don't know who or
what that support network
was. We don't know
whether there might have
been some people inside of
government, people outside
of government." He said
the United States wanted
to investigate further to
learn the facts, "and more
importantly, the Pakistani
government has to investi-
gate."

Some members of Con-
gress have called for a ces-
sation of U.S. aid to Pak-
istan, at least until  it
becomes clear what role, if
any, the government played
in bin Laden's ability to

avoid detection for years.
But Obama said that since
the Sept. 11 attacks, "Pak-
istan has been a strong
counter-terrorism partner
with us" despite period dis-
agreements.

The president was guard-
ed in discussing any of the
details of the raid, and
offered no details that have
not yet been made public.

Discussing his own role,
he said the decision to order
the raid was very difficult,
in part because there was
no certainty that bin Laden
was at the compound, and
also because of the risk to
the SEALs.

"But ultimately, I had so
much confidence in the
capacity of our guys to car-
ry out the mission that I felt
that the risks were out-
weighed by the potential
benefit of finally getting our
man," he said.

Two influential lawmak-
ers rebutted calls for a cut-
off in American aid to Pak-

INSIGHTINSIGHT
THE STORIES BEHIND THE NEWS MONDAY, MAY 9, 2011

US PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA boards Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. last week before heading to New York City to visit Ground Zero and meet with first responders and family members of vic-
tims of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks. (AP)

OSAMA BIN LADEN was killed by US forces last weekend. (AP)

Obama: ‘Getting our man’ outweighed the risks 

SEE page 15B
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I
t’s still early, but
Chris ‘Bay’ Brown
feels his 400m tri-
umph at the
Jamaican Invitational

will set the tone for bigger
and better things for him this
year.

In one of his defying
moments, Brown powered
from behind and held off a
strong field to pull off the
one-lap race in 45.37 to place
him eighth on the IAAF
world list.

The top Bahamian, howev-
er, is Texas A&M’s senior
Demetrius Pinder of Grand
Bahama at No.4 in 45.06.

Also at the meet on Satur-
day at the Jamaican National
Stadium in Kingston, sprinter
Debbie Ferguson-McKenzie
had to settle for third in the
women’s 200 in 22.78. 

Jamaica finished with a 1-2
punch with Shelly-Ann Fraser
in 22.10, followed by compa-
triot Veronica Campbell-
Brown in 22.37.

For Brown, in an interview
yesterday on his return home,
he said the meet was a pretty
good one and he thanked
God for allowing him to dis-
play his skills.

“It was my first one for the
season and I wanted to get off
to a good start,” he said. “I
wasn’t concerned about the
time I was going to run. I just
wanted to win, which was
most important.”

After getting out pretty
good, Brown stayed in the
pack on the back stretch, but
coming off the final curve, he
exerted just enough energy to
surge ahead of Trinidad &
Tobago’s Renny Quow, who
trailed in 45.43. Jamaican Jer-
maine Gonzales settled for
third in 45.52.

“I’m very pleased with the
time and very pleased with
my performance. To go to
Jamaica and to come out with
a victory is very huge,” he
said.

“The stadium was filled to
capacity and they were root-
ing for their home town
favourites, but I had God on
my side and I had some fans
there cheering for me, so I
just went out there and do
battle because I know no
weapons formed against me

shall prosper.”
Brown, 32, will now head

to Europe for two meets in

Rome, Italy, on May 26 and
in Ostrava, Czech Republic,
on May 31 before he returns

to the US to compete in New
York and then he will head
home for BAAA Nationals

in June.
Ferguson-McKenzie, on the

other hand, said her perfor-
mance was a start but she
admitted that while she was
disappointed in her start,
there were three different
races within the half-lapper.

“She was gone,” said Fer-
guson-McKenzie, referring to
Fraser, who bolted like a
lightning from behind to surge
ahead of the field off the
curve for an impressive win.

“She was gone. She was
gone from the get go. It was
like there was three different
races. Shelly-Ann was in a
race be herself. Veronica was
in a race by herself and I was
in a different race. She was
gone. She was gone,” said
Ferguson-McKenzie.

She said once she can get
in some speed work and some
more races between now and
the World Championships,
she will be ready to contest
for another medal. “It’s still
early,” she said. “So I’m not
too concerned.”

Ferguson-McKenzie, 35,
will travel to Puerto Rico to

compete in her next meet this
weekend.

With the new national sta-
dium expected to be com-
pleted by June, Ferguson-
McKenzie said she longs for
the day when the Bahamas
can host an international
meet.

“A lot of the athletes went
to Jamaica to compete, but
they also enjoyed the food
and the whole atmosphere of
being on the island where it
was more laid back,” she said. 

“So I think it will be a good
thing for us to follow in
Jamaica’s footsteps. Hopeful-
ly, we can have one that is
close enough so that when
they finish in Jamaica they
can come to the Bahamas. It
would be awesome.”

Elsewhere over the week-
end, two Bahamian sprinters
competed at the Bob Pollick
Spring Invitational at Clem-
son University where they
went head-to-head in the
men’s 100.

Jamial Rolle, competing
unattached, got second in the
straight away race in 10.26
with Warren Fraser of Clem-
son coming in third in 10.28.
American Travis Padgett won
in 10.11.

Rolle, 31, also contested the
200 where he posted a victory
in 20.91 with Fraser ending
up fourth in 21.24.

“I’m happy with it, espe-
cially with my training that
I’m doing right now,” Rolle
said. “I was just happy that
everything is coming alone,
but I still have a lot of things
to work on technically.

“I’m capable of running a
lot faster. That’s the techni-
cal flows that I have to work
on before I get in peak form.
But I’m in shape right, so I’m
happy that it’s early May and
I’m running fast. So the sky
is the limit.”
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IN principal, the Bahamas Asso-
ciation of Athletic Associations is
set to stage its 2011 National Track
and Field Championships at the
Grand Bahama Sports Complex
June 24-25.

BAAA president Mike Sands con-
firmed the speculations circulating
that the Nationals will be moved
from Thomas A Robinson Track and
Field Stadium to the nation’s sec-
ond city.

“We’ve agreed in principal that
the nationals will be held in Grand
Bahama,” Sands stated in an inter-
view on Sunday. “As an executive,
we have agreed in principal and I
have to stress that.”

But in order for the Nationals to
return to Grand Bahama, Sands indi-
cated that there are several logistics
that have to be sorted out before a
final decision is made.

“We have to make an assessment
of the facilities, particular the equip-
ment needs, which is most critical,”
Sands said. “Bear in mind that the
Nationals is a qualifying meet for
the World Championships, the Pan
American Games and the CAC
Championships.”

Once they complete their assess-
ment this week, Sands said by the
end of the month the BAAA would
confirm whether or not they will
eventually stage the Nationals there.

“We can not just say that the
nationals will be there until we have
all the ducks in the pond,” Sands
said. “But we are satisfied that what-
ever needs will be done in time to
have the nationals there.”

Sands said the BAAA has also
approached the Ministry of Youth,
Sports and Culture to assist in pulling
off the meet, which he feels will be
the biggest to hit Grand Bahama.

And they are also looking forward
to securing a principal sponsor, hope-
fully from Grand Bahama where the
economic boost is far fetching, con-
sidering the fact that there are so
many elite athletes that have not had
the chance to compete at home in

quite some time.
Sands was referring to quarter-

milers such as Demetrius Pinder,
Michael Mathieu, Andrea Williams
and Latoy Williams, high jumper
Donald Thomas and sprinter Nivea
Smith, just to name a few.

But he pointed out that the major-
ity of the athletes, who are from New
Providence and who are based in the
United States, will just simply make
arrangements to travel directly to
Grand Bahama instead of coming
here.

“There maybe some minimum
inherent cost, such as accommoda-
tions, but again, we are working on
making that as economically feasi-

ble as possible on their behalf,”
Sands said.

“It’s a mandatory meet for all the
athletes wishing to make any of the
national teams, so we’re satisfied
that the event will be fully subscribed
and it will bring a level of excite-
ment to Grand Bahama that they
have never seen before in track and
field,” he said.

Additionally, Sands said if time
permits, the BAAA intends to put
on a special 4 x 400 relay dubbed
Grand Bahama versus the rest where
the Grand Bahamian quarter-milers
will team up to compete against a
team made up of the other quarter-
milers, led by Chris Brown.

In a bid to try and see if both the 4
x 4 and the women’s 4 x 100 relay
team get a chance to qualify for the
World Championships, Sands said
they intend to invite a couple of
Caribbean nations to compete.

“To use it as a qualifier for the
World Championships, you must
have three countries compete,”
Sands said. “Unfortunately, most of
the region will be having their
nationals as well, but we will invite
any country who is looking for a
meet to try and qualify their relay
teams.”

When contacted, a couple of the
athletes pointed out that a change
in venue for the Nationals will be
just what they need.

“It’s okay. We were asking if the
Nationals would be at the main sta-
dium, which they told us won’t hap-

pen,” said sprinter Debbie Fergu-
son-McKenzie. 

“So in a way, I think it’s kind of
good that it will be in Grand
Bahama. As much as we usually
have more crowd in Nassau, I think
we just want a change. Since it’s not
the new stadium, let’s just take it
somewhere different.”

Sprinter Jamial Rolle weighed out
the situation. “Being from Nassau, I
have a preference competing there,”
Rolle said. “But it’s the Bahamas
Nationals, not Nassau Nationals, so it
is what it is. Be honest, I probably
would want to compete in Nassau
because it’s my home.

“But Grand Bahama has a nice
track, so they deserve us coming
there. Either way, it’s a track with
eight lanes, so it is what it is. It does-
n’t matter. But if I had a preference,
it would be Nassau.”

However, Chris ‘Bay’ Brown has a
little more at stake, competing
against a host of Grand Bahamians
in the men’s 400 metres.

“I enjoy a different scenery every
now and then. It makes it more excit-
ing,” Brown said. “It’s something
different. The only thing is I’ve nev-
er had a good race in Grand
Bahama. Hopefully, this time would
be different. Even though they have
their home-town favourite, it would
be nice to go there and upset the
home-crowd favourite. I think it’s
going to be a nice championships. If
everybody comes home healthy, it
should be a nice race.”

‘We’ve agreed in principal that Nationals will be held in Grand Bahama’

JAMIAL ROLLE competes in the 100m at the Bob Pollick Spring Invitational.

Chris Brown wins 400 in JA
‘Golden girl’
Debbie third 
in the 200m

BIG WIN: Chris ‘Bay’ Brown (file photo) powered from behind and held off a strong field to pull off the one-
lap race in 45.37 at the Jamaican Invitational. He is ranked 8th of the IAAF world list. Debbie Ferguson-
McKenzie (file photo top right) placed third in the 200.

          



By MICHAEL CASEY
AP Sports Writer

DOHA, Qatar (AP) — It
was a tough night for Ameri-
can stars at the Diamond
League opener Friday, with
only triple world champion
Allyson Felix and sprinter
Walter Dix among the big
names who won.

Felix edged a hard-charg-
ing Amantle Montsho to win
the 400 meters in 50.33 sec-
onds. The reigning three-time
world champion in the 200
held on down the stretch to
finish 0.08 ahead of
Botswana's Montsho. Patri-
cia Hall of Jamaica was third.

It was the American's 10th
win in Qatar, including the
world indoor gold last year as
part of the United States'
4x400 relay.

"It was decent," said Felix,
who won the Diamond
League title last year in the
200 and 400 and is considering
running both events at the
worlds in August. "I wasn't
sure what to expect being it's
my first race. Now I have a
place to work from.

"I felt like we went out slow
in the (first) 200. It was a little
windy and it really forced us
to work home. I felt comfort-
able in this race and I can def-
initely push myself a lot
more."

Olympic bronze medallist
Dix got his season going with
a win in the 200, easily beating
Femi Ogunode. Dix's time of
20.06 was the best this year
and a meet record.

"Walter Dix is reloaded,"
Dix said. "I didn't train in
January and missed the
indoor season, but now I feel
very strong. Everyone is beat-
able and everyone is on my
list."

In the 100 hurdles, 2010
winner Lolo Jones came in
third behind fellow Ameri-
cans Kellie Wells and
Danielle Carruthers. Wells
won in 12.58, 0.11 seconds
faster than Jones and the
fastest time this year.

Jones, who won the gold in
the 60-meter hurdles at the
2010 world indoors, has strug-
gled in recent months with a
nerve injury and came into
the meet on a three-race los-
ing streak after being beaten
last week at the Drake
Relays.

She admitted the nerve
pain "was a concern" ahead
of the race, but felt she was
improving and wasn't going
to "beat herself up" over the
race.

"It was good. A lot of peo-
ple ask if I'm disappointed.
You know, not really because
I'm coming off an injury," she
said. "There is definitely huge
room for improvements. In
the third hurdle we were all
kind of there. I was right in
the mix. I got high over the
fourth hurdle and everyone
passed me so I had to play
catch-up."

Christian Cantwell of the
US couldn't defend his shot
put title, finishing fifth behind
Dylan Armstrong of Canada,
who won with a toss of 70
feet, 1 inches. Americans
Reese Hoffa and Ryan Whit-
ing were second and third.

Cantwell won his third
indoor title in Doha last year
with a throw of 71-7º and only
lost twice in the 2010 outdoor
season.

Louis Van Zyl won the 400
hurdles in 48.11 seconds, beat-
ing fellow South African Cor-
nel Fredericks by 0.32 sec-
onds. American Bershawn
Jackson, last year's winner,
placed third.

Champion
Jackson, a world champion

in 2005, shrugged off the
results, saying it was only his
second race of the season. He
is still aiming for gold at the
worlds and eventually break-
ing 47 seconds.

"I just started training in
January. Them guys are sharp
and ready," he said of the
South Africans who beat him.
"The reason I came here is to
just see where I'm at. I feel
good. I didn't expect too
much. I was happy with my
performance and I'll get a lot
better as the season goes on."

World indoor champion
Teddy Tamgho of France
wasn't at his best in the triple
jump, but still easily won with
a leap of 57-4. The 21-year-
old Tamgho said he had want-
ed to jump farther but he
"had problems with his run-
up."

Tamgho, who has broken
the indoor record three times
in the past year, said he was
on track for his goal of win-
ning gold at the worlds.

"I expected a bit farther
jump, but I achieved the win
and that is the most impor-
tant which is the first since
the Diamond League final last
year," he said.

The opener lacked some of
the fireworks of last year's
inaugural event, with some
top stars pulling out injured.
Several top Jamaican and

American athletes entered a
Jamaican invitational this
weekend.

While there were 10 reign-

ing world and Olympic cham-
pions competing for $480,000
in prize money, the 16-event
field missed 100-meter stars

Usain Bolt, Tyson Gay and
Asafa Powell. The 100 was a
non-Diamond League event
and, in the end, was canceled.

The men's 800 also lost
some of its luster after world
record-holder David Rudisha
pulled out due to injury.
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ON Friday, triple jumper Leevan ‘Super-
man’ Sands and high jumper Donald Thomas
got second and fourth respectively in their
events at the Samsung Diamond League in
Doha, Qatar.

With softball player/pilot Byron Ferguson
watching in the stands, Sands popped a sea-
son's best of 17.09 metres or 56-feet, 1-inch
on his first of four jumps to trail Teddy
Tamgho of France.

Tamgho produced a world leading mark of
17.49m or 57-4 3/4 on his second attempt to
erase the meet record of 17.47m or 57-3 3/4 by
Cuban Alexis Copello last year. Copello had to
settle for third with 17.05m or 55-11 1/4 on

his first attempt. Thomas, meanwhile, ended
up with a best of 2.29m or 7-6 for his fourth
position. American Jesse Williams produced
2.33m or 7-7 3/4 to surpass the meet record of
2.28m or 7-5 3/4 by Charles Austin in 1998.

‘Superman’ soars for season’s best

Felix wins the 400 in 
Diamond League meet

ALLYSON FELIX of the US celebrates after winning the 400m at the IAAF Diamond League in Doha, Qatar.
(AP Photo)

SHOWN (l-r) are Donald Thomas, Byron Ferguson and Leevan Sands at the Qatar meet. ‘SUPERMAN’ Leevan Sands chats with his coach after competing in the triple jump.
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WITH a pair of bouts on
the horizon which places him
in line to possibly capture the
WBF Heavyweight Champi-
onship, the Bahamas’ leading
professional fighter hopes to
use these opportunities to
promote the sports tourism
aspect of the Bahamas.

Sherman “The Tank”
Williams, after fighting to a
no contest with Evander
Holyfield in January, now
prepares himself to face
Brazilian Raphael Zumbano
and following that bout, a win
could earn him a rematch
with Holyfield with the WBF
Heavyweight title on the line.

Williams has noted that the
pair of fights could pay great
dividends to the sports
tourism industry in the
Bahamas.

“We can bring a world class
show here to the Bahamas.
Imagine having a heavyweight

championship bout headlin-
ing an event and having a
Bahamian featured in the
fight. It can have a great social
and economic impact on the
Bahamas, especially if it is
featured at a venue like the
Atlantis which has become a
great sports tourism destina-
tion," he said.

“In Las Vegas, they are not
just fans of boxing, they are
fans of the economic impact
that prize fighting brings to
the area and the boost it can
give to the economy and what
we have is an opportunity
possibly for a two-fight deal,”
he said.

Williams’ bought with
Zumbano, scheduled for mid
to late July, will be televised
live on Telemundo and Fox
Sports Television.

“Hopefully, we can have
this fight picked up in the
Bahamas. They are propos-

ing Argentina, but I'm a bit
skeptical about going to
Argentina to fight the home-
town boy. I would prefer to
fight in a neutral situation like
the United States or in the
Bahamas.

“My people are going to
contact the Ministry of
Tourism and see if there is
any interest there. This will
be a televised fight on Tele-
mundo and Fox Sports and I
would hope that the Bahami-
an Government will have a
keen interest in the fight, see-
ing that it will do so much to
promote tourism and gaming.
I am sure the entire Bahamas
can use the publicity so I
think it will be a plus if they
show some interest in it.”

Williams has also devel-
oped a bond with the two
most noteworthy heavy-
weights in professional box-
ing, the Klitschko brothers,

who he regularly joins for
training and sparring camps
in Austria.

Along with making him a
better fighter, Williams has
said his bond with the
Klitschkos can also pay divi-
dends for the Bahamas with
the prospect of the champi-
ons staging a title bout on
Bahamian soil.

“The training camp with
the Klitschkos always puts me
on edge and gets me prepared
and it’s one of the reasons
why I think I'm so successful
being in there with Vitali and
Wladimir,” he said.

“It definitely gives me an
edge going into training camp.
Moving with a tall fighter is
nothing new to me. I'm very
familiar with it and obviously
my confidence is up because,
with Vitali, I was able to land
punches at will and I was able
to bob out of the way of the

big right hands that follow
when he tried to counter
punch.”

Wladimir is the IBF, IBO,
WBO and Ring Magazine
champion. His older brother
Vitali is the current WBC
champion.

Wladimir is the longest
reigning heavyweight cham-
pion in history for the IBF,
WBO & IBO Heavyweight
titles, both in measurements
of defenses and time.

“So I'm also doing my part
to promote the Bahamas. We
have a good relationship and
hopefully in the very near
future, I want to get a title
shot at one of the brothers,”
Williams said. 

“It's nothing personal. He
and his agent understand. So
I'm hoping everything falls in
line and we could even possi-
bly have that fight in the
Bahamas as well."
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THE New Providence
Softball Association,
which had to resort to
using some replacement
officials in the absence of
the certified officials, con-
tinued its regular season
with a double header on
Saturday.

In the women’s opener,
the Bommer George Col-
lectors blasted the Black
Scorpions 12-3. In the
men’s feature contest, the
New Breed shut out the
John’s Buccaneers 7-0.

Desiree Coakley gave
up four hits, walked as
many batters and struck
out three for the win. Mar-
vell Miller was tagged with
the loss on 10 hits, three
strike outs and a walk.

Nesessa Seymour went
2-for-3 with two runs
scored, Rebecca Moss was
2-for-3 with a run,
Shavone Dames 1-for-3
with two runs and Lathera
Brown was 1-for-3 with
three RBI and a run
scored in the win.

Ingrid Rose was 2-for-3
with a run scored, both
Renee Davis and Crystal
Taylor scored a run and
Miller and Ebony Evans
were 1-for-3 in a losing
effort.

The NPSA hopes to
have its full slate of certi-
fied officials on hand when
they resume play Tuesday
night.

In the women’s 7:15pm
opener, the Wildcats are
slated to take on Choppy
Team. The men’s nightcap
at 8:45pm will be between
the Miller’s Ram against
the Dorin United Hitmen.

And at 7pm Thursday,
Choppy Team is sched-
uled to play the opener
against the Sigma Brack-
ettes (women), followed
by New Breed against
Dorsey Park Bommer G
(men) at 8:30pm.

On Saturday, the Proper
Care Pool Lady Sharks are
all set to meet the Wild-
cats in the women’s 7pm
opener. The men’s feature
contest at 8:30pm will see
the Island Luck Truckers
against the John’s Bucca-
neers.

Collectors 
blast the 

Scorpions 
12-3

New Breed shut
out Buccaneers 

THE Bahamas Sailing Association
(BSA) has hosted its first Level 1 'Tech-
nical Course for Coaches', funded by
Olympic Solidarity through the Bahamas
Olympic Committee this week.

The course was supported by the Inter-
national Sailing Federation (ISAF) 'Con-
nect to Sailing' project.

ISAF trainer Tom Wilson and Maria
Aaboe, BSA senior instructor, have been
working with the coaches from Rock
Sound and Governor’s Harbour,
Eleuthera, Harbour Island, Long Island
and New Providence. 

Eleven participants attended the
course, representing their local sailing
club or school, with the hope to take
back some new skills and knowledge to
help develop their sailing provision.

"It has been really beneficial having
such a variety of coaches from different
islands as they have been able to share
their experiences from the  projects they
run. Along with input from the ISAF
'Connect to Sailing Project and ISAF
Learn to Sail Training Programme guide-
lines the group have a much greater
appreciation of what it takes to run struc-
tured sailing sessions for all standards of
sailor," said Wilson.

The five-day course looked at how to
introduce complete beginners into sailing,
making their first experience safe, fun
and memorable and then how to develop
their skills so that the sailors are able to
be independent on the water and have
the knowledge to start racing.

John Lawrence, of the BSA, explained
why such a course was organised.

“The BSA hosted this technical course
so that we could increase the coaching
expertise that we have in the Bahamas.
The BSA felt that it was an excellent
opportunity to assist with expanding the

junior sailing programmes throughout
the Bahamas and into our existing Out-
Island programmes," he said.

"We have been rapidly adding new
junior sailing fleets in the Bahamas to
some of the smaller, less accessible loca-
tions and these programmes will of
course all be dependent of competent
qualified instructors. This technical
course went a long way towards achiev-
ing these growth goals of the Bahamas,"
said Lawrence.

Throughout the course, the group had
some of the local young sailors from Nas-
sau come along so the participants were
able to have some real students to coach.

"It has been fantastic to see the young
local Bahamians have the opportunity
to get on the water and have so much
fun and we look forward to developing
our relationships with the whole of the
Caribbean Sailing Association and their
members as the programme develops

even further," Wilson said.
The aim of the course was to educate

those that are involved in the delivery
of sailing throughout the Bahamas, along
with support from the world governing
body of sailing in developing the formal
coaching and learn-to-sail programme
with the Bahamas which is the next stage
in the development so that the BSA gets
more young children afloat that would
not normally have the chance.

The ISAF is thankful to Nassau Yacht
Club, the hosts of the course, who
allowed ISAF and BSA the use of the
club facilities.

Wellington Miller was present at the
closing of the course to officially present
the coaches with their certificates of
attendance.

"It was really positive to see so many
new coaches equipped with the skills to
help develop the learn-to-sail programme
within the Bahamas," he said.

Bahamas Sailing Association hosts its 
first ‘Technical Course for Coaches’

BOC president Wellington Miller (left) with ISAF trainerTom Wilson.

‘Tank’ to face Zumbano
Win could earn him rematch with Holyfield for WBF title

SHERMAN “The Tank”
Williams (left) fights Evander
Holyfield in January. The bout
was ruled a no contest.
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