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FamGuard’s Annual Calendar Photo Contest is open to all photographers. The title for the 
company’s 2012 calendar will be “A Celebration of Nature”. Photographs may be of any 
subject (animate or inanimate), scene or histrocial structure that features a striking example 
of nature as found in The Bahamas.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JUNE 30, 2011. All entries are submitted at the owner’s risk 
and will not be returned.

All entries are to be delivered to Family Guardian’s Corporate Centre, Village Road and 
East Bay Street, Nassau, between 9:00a.m and 5:00p.m weekdays only. Envelopes should 
be marked “Calendar Contest”.

All entries must be accompanied by a signed and completed official entry form, available 
at any Family Guardian office, as published in the newspapers or on the website (www.
famguardbahamas.com).

Only colour images will be considered. Images must be provided as digital files on CD. Digital 
images must be of high quality (2700 x 2100 pixels or larger). Digital images showing signs
of photo manipulation, resolution enhancement or compression will be rejected. To ensure 
the best colour reproduction, digital images should be supplied in RAW, TIFF or high quality 
JPEG and in the original colour format the camera uses (LAB or RGB). All entries must be 
supplied with colour prints (8 x 10) which will be used in the judging process. (Note: prints 
submitted without CD’s will not be eligible and vice versa). The photographer’s name,
photo subject and photo location must be written on the reverse of the print.

Judging of entries will be based on beauty, interest, composition, colour, originality 
and quality of photograph. Particular areas and subjects of interest are detailed on 
the website (www.famguardbahamas.com). The photographs selected will appear in 
FamGuard’s 2012 wall and desk calendars. The decision of the judges will be final.

A gift certificate valued at $400.00 will be presented for each of the photographs selected. 
Photographic credits will be given in the wall and desk calendars. The number of entries 
per photographer is limited to a maximum of 5 photos.

The winning photographs, along with all publication and reproduction rights attached 
thereto, become the property of FamGuard Corporation Limited and the Company 
reserves the right to use such in the future. Photos will not be returned.

Employees of the FamGuard Group of Companies or their family members are not eligible.

Previously published photos are not eligible.
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calendar contest
special contest details listed on our website Visit www.famguardbahamas.com

for special hints and contest details!

entry form
deadline June 30, 2011
Return this form with photos and CD to:
Calendar Contest
Family Guardian Corporate Centre
Village Road & East Bay Street, P.O. Box SS-6232
Nassau, Bahamas

Name:

Telephone: B H C

Email:

P.O. Box:

Street:

Address:

Island:

Number of Photos Entered (a maximum of 5):
I agree that in the event one or more of my entered photographs is selected as a 
winner in the 2012 FamGuard Calendar Photo Contest it will become the property 
of FamGuard Corporation Limited, and I assign to FamGuard all rights pertaining 
to its use in any way whatsoever. I also confirm that the photos entered in this 
contest were taken in The Bahamas by the undersigned and have not been 
previously published.

Signature Date

NASSAU I FREEPORT I ABACO I ELEUTHERA I EXUMA I CORPORATE CENTRE I FINANCIAL CENTRE I www.famguardbahamas.com

MONDAY marked the offi-
cial nationwide launch of the
Ministry of the Environment’s
Energy Efficiency in Residen-
tial Lighting Programme. 

The initiative seeks to reduce
household energy costs, min-
imise the energy requirements
of BEC, and reduce the envi-
ronmental impact of fossil fuels.
The ministry plans to distrib-
ute 270,000 compact fluores-
cent lamp (CFL) bulbs along
with brochures about the ben-
efits of CFLs.

Residents in Central and
North Andros received CFLs
on Monday. The programme
headed to Abaco yesterday.
CFLs will be distributed in
Inagua, Acklins, Cat Island,
Berry Islands, Mangrove Cay,
San Salvador, Crooked Island,
Mayaguana, Bimini and South
Andros today. 

Tomorrow, CFLs will be dis-
tributed in Eleuthera, and on
Friday in Exuma and Long
Island. 

“We are very thankful to the
people in Andros for their sup-
port and interest in this pro-
gramme of national signifi-
cance. It’s only fitting that we
begin in Andros which has a
very large potential for renew-
able energy,” said Phenton
Neymour, Minister of State for
the Environment.

Robert Hall, project manag-
er of the programme, said:  “A
study conducted by German
consultants Fichtner identified
potential for renewable energy
throughout the Bahamas. It
also revealed that small hotels
in the Family Islands, for exam-
ple, have a great potential for
savings through energy effi-
ciency. However, whether in a
small, medium or large hotel,
or a home for that matter,
potential savings in lighting is
one area they all have in com-
mon. We know that CFLs use

75 per cent less energy com-
pared to incandescent bulbs. So
it’s important for us to recog-
nise the potential for saving in
the area of lighting.”

Electricity customers who
use under 600 kWh (kilowatt
hours) of energy per month, on
average, are invited to
exchange up to five incandes-
cent bulbs for free CFLs. Let-
ters have been prepared for
each eligible customer, so inter-
ested persons can contact their
local BEC offices to find out if
they qualify to receive these
bulbs.  

Residents can call their local
island administrator for more
information regarding pickup
locations. 

While island launches occur
this week, CFLs will be avail-
able throughout May, as long
as supplies last. Distribution of
CFLs began on April 9 with
promotional exercises at sever-
al New Providence locations,
including A F Adderley Junior
High School, Golden Gates
Community Park, Pinewood
Gardens, and the Elizabeth
Estates, Windsor and Christie
Parks. 

“The response was over-
whelming. The programme was
well received. The public in
most cases were very eager to
exchange their bulbs,” Mr. Hall
said of that event.

This Energy Efficiency Pro-
gramme is funded by a grant
from the Inter-American Bank
(IDB) and the Global Envi-
ronment Facility (GEF). This
is the first of three energy-sav-
ing initiatives planned for 2011.
In coming months, persons will
be selected to receive 100 solar
water heaters for their homes.
In another programme, 33 solar
photo voltaic (PV) systems will
be offered. Consumers will be
required to only pay the instal-
lation costs.

THE Bahamas Electricity
Corporation is working to
make significant improve-
ments to the electricity sup-
ply in Abaco ahead of the
summer months. 

In early March 2011, BEC
announced plans to construct
nearly 10 miles of overhead
lines linking the Wilson City
and Marsh Harbour Power
Stations. 

The project began last
month as scheduled, and is on
target for its summer dead-
line, according to the corpo-
ration.

A statement issued by
BEC yesterday said the cor-
poration has embarked on
“an aggressive pole planting
exercise,” averaging 11 poles
planted per day.

“On this schedule, BEC
expects the entire pole plant-
ing exercise to be completed
before the end of May 2011.
Additionally, most of the
trench work has been com-
pleted and the necessary
clearing of foliage is also 90
per cent finished; all well
ahead of schedule. BEC
expects to begin stringing
lines early next week,” it said.

The corporation described
the construction of the more
than 10 miles of overhead
transmission lines as “a nec-
essary upgrade” that will pro-
vide more than 60 mega watts
of electricity.

Once completed, the Wil-
son City Power Station, via
the new transmission and dis-
tribution networks, will supply
electricity to the entire island
of Abaco. 

The statement said: “While
the construction of the line
remains BEC’s primary focus,
its top priority is to ensure
that Abaco residents have an
uninterrupted supply of elec-
tricity. 

“Therefore, in addition to
the overhead transmission
line project, the overhaul of
several generators at the
Marsh Harbour Power Sta-
tion is presently underway.”  

With several of these gen-
erators already back in ser-
vice, the Marsh Harbour Pow-
er Station combined with Wil-

son City’s limited capacity of
14 mega watts (before the
completion of the new over-
head lines) will be able to
meet Abaco’s peak summer
demand of about 25 mega
watts, BEC said.

The Marsh Harbour gener-
ators will serve as a back-up
in the interim and eventually
be redeployed to other power
stations in the country.  

“BEC remains committed
to both projects as it makes
extensive enhancements to
generation and its transmis-
sion network on the island,”
the statement said.

According to the corpora-
tion, the end result will be “a
superior supply of electricity
to Abaco, not only now for
now, but well into the future”. 

MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT LAUNCHES
NATIONWIDE LIGHT BULB CAMPAIGN

BEC works on
improving Abaco 
electricity supply

POLES RECENTLY PLANTED from Wilson City to SC Bootle Highway.

A CABLE to be laid along the route.

WORKERS READYING trenches and cable for installation. 

 



By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

A SUPREME Court
judge yesterday dismissed a
judicial review application
brought by a former US
Marine Corps and Royal
Bahamas Defence Force
officer who claimed he had
been summarily dismissed
from the RBDF.

Justice Stephen Isaacs
found that Lieutenant Zen-
nerman Sherman’s allega-
tion that he had been sum-
marily dismissed from the
Force was false. 

Lt Sherman, who joined
the Defence Force in 1996
after leaving the US Marine
Corps with an honourable
discharge in 1992, contended
that National Security Min-
ister Tommy Turnquest –
who followed the recom-
mendation of former RBDF
Commodore Clifford Scav-
ella – did not have the pow-
er to dismiss a commis-
sioned officer according to
Section (14) 1 of the
Defence Act.

Lt Sherman claimed he
had been dismissed in June
2008 for alleged misconduct.
He was granted leave to
commence judicial review
proceedings in May 2009.

Lt Sherman alleged that
he was never told the rea-
son for his (purported) dis-
missal, neither was any noti-
fication of his alleged
removal posted in the offi-
cial Gazette as required by
the Defence Force Act.
Sherman had asked the
court to quash the termina-
tion order and direct that he
be reinstated.

According to court docu-
ments, on January 19, 2005
and December 1, 2005, then
RBDF Commodore RBDF
Davy Rolle made a recom-
mendation to the Minister
of National Security that
administrative action be tak-
en to have Sherman’s com-
mission revoked and that he
be discharged due to his
habitual absence from the
job without leave.

Court documents also
reflect that in 2007, Com-
modore Rolle’s successor
Clifford Scavella made a
similar recommendation,
stating that Sherman’s
behaviour was “not in accor-
dance with good order and
naval discipline.”

Court documents also
state that during a meeting
with National Security Min-
ister Tommy Turnquest in
November 2007, Sherman
was advised to voluntarily
retire or be discharged.

According to court docu-
ments, then RBDF Com-
modore Clifford Scavella
wrote to inform the Ministry
of National Security in Jan-
uary 2008 that Sherman did
not intend to resign. The
ministry, according to court
documents, had tried to

assist him in finding another
job in the private sector.

Justice Isaacs noted in his
ruling that he was “satisfied
by the evidence presented
that the applicant (Sherman)
was not dismissed from the
RBDF as he stated.”

“There is documented evi-
dence that he received pay-
ment of gratuity and his out-
standing vacation pay as
part of the process of his vol-
untary resignation,” Justice
Isaacs noted.

The judge also described
the argument that Sherman
did not sign the voucher for
his gratuity payment, assum-
ing it was for outstanding

salary, as “disingenuous.”
Justice Isaacs noted that

“full and frank disclosure of
all material facts is required
of the applicant in securing
his order to proceed.

“In my judgment the facts
that were not disclosed are
of sufficient materiality to
justify or require immediate
discharge of the order with-
out examination on the mer-
its, particularly the fact that
he was not summarily dis-
missed but was in fact given
an opportunity to resign,
which opportunity he took
full advantage of,” Justice
Isaacs stated.

The action was dismissed

and costs were awarded to
the respondents.

Attorney Roberto Reck-
ley appeared for Sherman.
Attorneys Ingrid Smith,
Kayla Green-Smith and
Kenria Smith appeared for
the respondents.

SCHOONER Bay has put up a
$10,000 cash reward for anyone pro-
viding information that leads to the
arrest and conviction of the person or
persons who have been raiding sea tur-
tle nests in South Abaco.

Bahamas National Trust park war-
dens on Schooner Bay have noticed
that two nests on the beach have been
raided in the last 10 days.

One of the nests was from a rare
leatherback turtle.

Like all sea turtles, leatherbacks start
as hatchlings, climbing out of the sands
of their nesting beaches. 

Birds, crustaceans, other reptiles and
people prey on hatchlings before they
reach the water.

Once in the ocean, they are rarely
seen before maturity. Few turtles sur-
vive this period.  

Juvenile turtles spend more of their
time in tropical waters than the adults
do.

Leatherbacks are currently enlisted
as “critically endangered”. 

The community around Schooner

Bay has instituted a watch and patrol
efforts in recent days as the turtles
come ashore on most nights. 

To date, no one has been appre-
hended or reported to the police or
the BNT.
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By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

A 43-YEAR-OLD Hay
Street man was arraigned in
Magistrates Court yesterday
on rape and burglary charges.

Anthony Penn, alias Antho-
ny Smith, alias Wann Hanna
was arraigned before Chief
Magistrate Roger Gomez in
Court One, Bank Lane yes-
terday.

It is alleged that around
1am on Saturday, April 23,
Penn broke into a woman’s
West Street home and robbed
her of her black LG cellular
phone, valued at $450, along
with $24 cash.

It is alleged that Penn raped
a woman during the break-in.

Court dockets also claim
that around 1.30am on Mon-
day, April 25, Penn broke into
a woman’s home at Wilson
Tract, where he robbed the
woman of her Nokia cellular

phone, valued at $50, and
committed another rape.

It is also alleged that on Sat-
urday, April 30, Penn escaped
from the Central Detective
Unit. Penn pleaded not guilty
to the escape charge, but was
not required to enter a plea
to the rape and burglary
charges.

Sergeant Claudette McKen-
zie, the prosecutor, objected
to Penn being granted bail.

She argued that the charges
against Penn were serious, that
Penn may fail to appear in
court, and that he could inter-
fere with witnesses.

Penn was denied bail and
ordered to be remanded to
prison.

Prosecutors will proceed
with a Voluntary Bill of Indict-
ment on the rape and burglary
charges.

Penn is expected to appear
in Court 6, Parliament Street,
on May 18 for a fixture hear-
ing.

MAN APPEARS IN COURT ON
RAPE AND BURGLARY CHARGES

FORMER RBDF OFFICER’S JUDICIAL REVIEW APPLICATION DISMISSED

$10,000 reward offered
over sea turtle nest raids

A LEATHERBACK TURTLE covering her eggs. Two nests have reportedly been raided in the last 10 days.

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I read the letter to the
Editor in today’s paper
(May 2, 2011) by H Knowles
and I never read so much
Sugar Honey Ice Tea in a
long time. It is obvious H
Knowles doesn’t understand
what’s going on in this coun-
try and doesn’t hear the
cries of the sporting world
here in the Bahamas for bet-
ter facilities and training for
our talented young people.

It’s not a profit making
decision to build a new sta-
dium or fix up the Sports
Centre. H Knowles, this is
a project that is investing
into the future of our nation
and of our youth. We have
so much crime in this coun-
try and too many idle young
people, so I applaud the
government for doing this.
It’s a great thing for the
Bahamas.

Looking at the Carifta

Games and coming to your
conclusion was real dumb.
Jamaica had to move the
games to Montego Bay from
Kingston because they too
are renovating their nation-
al stadium and I am sure if
the games were held in
Kingston the stadium would
have been packed. You
would probably say they
could have come from
Kingston to Montego Bay
to watch the games. If you
know Jamaica it is much too
far to travel.

I wish you would sit with
Pauline Davis, Debbie Fer-
guson and the great Carifta
Team of 2011 and tell them
to their faces the govern-
ment is making a foolish
decision by investing in their

future by upgrading The
Queen Elizabeth Sports
Centre. What is foolish is
your letter to the editor.

More money needs to be
spent on sports and upgrad-
ing of the various gyms and
parks around New Provi-
dence and money needs to
be spent on building better
facilities in the Family
Islands. The Bahamas is a
sports power and we need
to exploit that. We need to
create more sporting pro-
grammes to keep our youth
busy and help them devel-
op themselves as more pro-
ductive Bahamians. If we
have better facilities maybe
we can improve our young
athletes so just maybe they
will have better opportuni-
ties to get scholarships to
college.

E THOMPSON
Nassau,
May 2, 2011

EDITORIAL/LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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WASHINGTON — Republicans and Democ-
rats heaped praise on the Obama administra-
tion's role in killing Osama bin Laden. But few
expect the goodwill to ease the path for tough
domestic issues, such as taming the federal debt.

"No way," said Mike McKenna, a veteran
Republican strategist and lobbyist. Everyone is
pleased by the terrorist leader's death, he said,
"but it provides zero additional credibility on
debt and deficit issues" for President Barack
Obama and congressional Democrats.  Prominent
Democrats agreed. Most Republican leaders and
presidential hopefuls were gracious in crediting
Obama for bin Laden's death, said Matt Ben-
nett, vice president of the Democratic-oriented
centrist group Third Way. "But I don't think it's
going to have an impact on the domestic debates,"
he said. "I just don't think there's enough good-
will there."

Congress certainly could use some bipartisan
goodwill these days.    Lawmakers returned to the
Capitol on Monday after a two-week recess that
featured emotional public forums on divisive
issues including deficit spending, Medicare's grow-
ing costs and the need to raise the national debt
ceiling to avoid defaulting on loans. Medicare is
the government-run programme providing health
care coverage for the elderly.

Sometimes in the same meetings, one group of
voters threatened to punish lawmakers who refuse
to raise taxes on the rich, and others vowed to oust
anyone who dares to raise taxes or the debt lim-
it.

Congress and the nation have grown so parti-
san and polarized in recent decades that even a
universally embraced feat — the death of the
chief terrorist behind the 2001 attacks that killed
nearly 3,000 Americans — has little ability to
influence other aspects of public life.

There are many reasons.   Americans have set-
tled into more rigidly defined political sectors.
The nation remains almost evenly split between
the two major parties, with a relatively modest
number of independent voters deciding recent
elections.

In the House, trends in migration and redis-
tricting have created many staunchly liberal and
staunchly conservative districts. Voters send law-
makers to Washington who barely comprehend
each other's points of view, let alone embrace
them.

With Democrats controlling the Senate and
White House, Republicans see the House as their
only federal power base. The more they cooper-
ate with Obama, the more they infuriate their
conservative base, and the more they help the
president build a record of accomplishments that
might boost his 2012 re-election campaign.

Partisanship has long shaped Congress, of
course. But today's lawmakers are more open
about it.  Many of them scarcely conceal their
unbridled zeal to win the next election, and they
pay little lip service to the notion of finding com-
promises that might help the general public.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky, speaking of the bin Laden raid, said
Obama "made the right call, and we thank him
for it." But McConnell has never backed away
from his 2010 statement that "the single most
important thing we want to achieve is for Presi-
dent Obama to be a one-term president."

Obama told a White House gathering of law-
makers Monday night that he hopes to recap-
ture at least some of the unity that swept a
stunned and grieving nation on September 11,
2001.

"That unity that we felt on 9/11 has frayed a lit-
tle bit over the years, and I have no illusions
about the difficulties of the debates that we'll
have to be engaged in, in the weeks and months
to come," the president said. But Americans
come together in times of tragedy, he said, and "it
is my fervent hope that we can harness some of
that unity and some of that pride to confront the
many challenges that we still face."

Working against such unity, however, is an
ever-growing number of intensely partisan blogs,
Internet sites and cable TV and radio talk shows.
Recent polls indicate that the more time main-
stream news outlets spent debunking the false
claim that Obama was born overseas, the more
Americans embraced it.

The January 8 near-fatal shooting of U.S.
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, an Arizona Democrat,
prompted widespread calls for calmer political
rhetoric and an end to campaign techniques such
as drawing crosshairs over "targeted" opponents.
It didn't last long.

Partisans quickly accused each other of trying
to exploit the tragedy for political gain. Sarah
Palin, the 2008 Republican vice presidential nom-
inee, said she was the victim of a "blood libel"
related to her criticisms of Giffords. Her remarks
triggered a new round of recriminations.

Some lawmakers held out the possibility of
greater bipartisanship stemming from the raid
against bin Laden, but they stopped short of pre-
dicting it.

"We're all rallying around our intelligence
capabilities, and our service men and women
who were part of this," said Republican Sen. Rob
Portman of Ohio. Asked if the goodwill would
spill over to domestic questions, he replied: "I
don't know. It's not obvious."

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid said the
successful raid in Pakistan would not make it
easier to reach an accord on how to fund the
military. "I don't think it'll have any direct
impact," he said.

Some lawmakers couldn't find a bipartisan
note in the entire affair.  Rep. Gary Ackerman, a
New York Democrat, told CNN that bin Laden's
death was "the 'Mission Accomplished' moment
that George Bush fantasized."

Conservative websites distributed and con-
demned his remarks.

(This article was written by Charles Babington
of the Associated Press).

Investing in
the future of
our nation
and youth 

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.netBin Laden-fed unity may be short-lived

EDITOR, The Tribune.

In response to the ques-
tions posed by a “Very
Concerned Citizen,” the
current Commissioner of
Police nor any other can-
not get the job done
because the justice system
is a revolving door and a
broken one at that. 

With regards to the Min-
ister and the current
Administration, the state
of our National Security
speaks for itself.

While we do not chose
our Commissioner of
Police, we can certainly go
to the polls to affect who
our Government Ministers
will be.

JEROME R PINDER
Nassau, 
April 26, 2011. 

EDITOR, The Tribune.

During the month of May The Nurses’ Association of The
Commonwealth of The Bahamas (NACB) will be celebrating
Nurses. At this time  recognition is held every year during
May around Florence Nightingale’s birthday. The purpose of
National Nurses month is to raise public awareness of the val-
ue of nursing and to help educate the public about the vital roles
nurses play in meeting the health care needs of the Bahamian
people.

To commemorate National Nurses Month, the NACB would
like to pay tribute to these indispensible professionals. These
nurses account for a total of 1,544 Bahamian and foreign nurs-
es who provide highly skilled, safe and quality care in a variety
of settings, and who encounter increased challenges to their pro-
fessional and ethical commitment to deliver essential health
care. Nurses not only practice at the bedside but are educators,
administrators, practitioners, lawyers, and entrepreneurs.

The NACB is requesting stories that pay tribute to these Reg-
istered and Trained Clinical Nurses. We would be grateful if
your newspaper can print these testimonials during the month
of May, as we would like to hear from your readers. For exam-
ple, an individual may wish to thank a nurse who has cared for
them or even a family member or a nurse that assisted in sav-
ing an individual’s life and that person would like to show his
or her gratitude.

Please help us recognise our nations’ nurses and give some-
one the opportunity to share his or her story, by paying tribute
to a particular nurse or the profession of Nursing during this
very special month.

All stories can be sent to the Nurses Association of The
Commonwealth of The Bahamas (NACB), located Longley
House, Dowdeswell Street. For further information please
contact us at the above telephone numbers on Wednesdays
from 8am to 4pm, or via the above email address. You may also
contact the Public Relations Officer. Ms Lakerah Rolle at
telephone number: 422-1804 (c).

We are grateful for your assistance in this matter.

Persephone 
Munnings (Mrs)
President

Lakerah Rolle
Public 
Relations Officer
Nassau,
April 11, 2011

WE CANNOT CHOOSE OUR
COMMISSIONER – BUT
CAN AFFECT WHO ARE
MINISTERS WILL BE

CELEBRATING NURSES

EDITOR, The Tribune.

I am an avid reader of your weekly columns, and will now ask
your assistance to helping to assist in the conservation of our
crawfish stocks just like you and others are doing for the
sharks.

There is a closed season on harvesting crawfish (our Panu-
larus argus) to which many fishermen and unscrupulous restau-
rants pay no attention.

The Fisheries Department allows restaurants to sell lobster
meals during the closed season if they can say that they had
them in stock.

Or get this, the big wholesalers are able to sell lobster during
the closed season. There was an advertisement in the newspa-
per to that effect. So what do the local fishermen do? Go out,
harvest illegal crawfish and sell them to the restaurants.

Another law that they always break is taking undersized
crawfish, and “berried” females (with eggs), clip and cut up the
little tails and sell them as crawfish meat.

All the above is illegal and is well known to all the Fisheries
management, but they sit behind their desks, draw their month-
ly pay and would not even publish the penalties for breaking the
fisheries laws and regulations.

Many people are behind the conservation of sharks – all
well and good, but let’s do something about saving our crawfish
industry too.

HAROLD “SONNY” WAUGH
Freeport,
Grand Bahama, 
April 28, 2011.

Let’s save our crawfish industry

 



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport
Reporter 
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Plans
have been announced for a
major fishing tournament
on Grand Bahama that
aims to raise up to $40,000
for the island’s youth.

The tournament is sched-
uled to take place on Sat-
urday, May 21, when some
$5,000 in cash prizes will be
included.

The tournament is open
to all boaters and will begin
at the Xanadu Beach
Resort and Marina at 7am.  

Ed Pavey, tournament
chairperson, said the event
is sponsored by the Grand
Bahama Shipyard in an
effort to raise funds to ben-
efit the young people of
west Grand Bahama.

He said they are hoping
to raise a total of between
$30,000 to $40,000. Some
$25,000 has already been
raised through corporate
sponsors from various
industrial partners on
Grand Bahama.

A press conference was
held at the shipyard to

announce plans for the
event. Joseph Darville of
the shipyard; Lee Wallace
of Freeport Towing, and
Dias Vasquez of Verified
Services were also present.

Mr Darville said the ship-
yard and various industrial
partners have embarked on
a project to construct a
state-of-the-art sporting
facility at the Eight Mile
Rock High School.

Facility
The facility, which will be

built in phases over the next
two years, will cater to the
young people of Eight Mile
Rock and West End, as well
as the outlying settlements
of Hunters, Lewis Yard and
Pinder’s Point.  

“We are extremely excit-
ed about this very signifi-
cant and ambitious project
that the Grand Bahama
Shipyard in conjunction
with industrial partners has

already commenced,” Mr
Darville said.

He said the project is the
brainchild of shipyard
senior vice-president
Reuben Byrd.

The project includes con-
struction of a running track,
long jump and short put
areas, baseball and soccer
fields, bleachers, concession
stands and a storage facili-
ty.

Work has already started
on the baseball and soccer
fields.

Mr Pavey said sporting
equipment and supplies,
such as bats, balls, and uni-
forms for youngsters of the
Eight Mile Rock and West
End leagues, will be pur-
chased with proceeds from
the tournament. 

He said boaters wishing
to compete will have to pay
a $150 registration fee
before the May 15 deadline.

Four persons are allowed
per boat. There are three
categories, including the

Aggregate Catch, Individ-
ual Catches, and Children’s
Category which award
points and cash prizes for
the largest grouper, tuna,
snapper, kingfish, mahi
mahi and wahoo.

There are also cash prizes
for the overall first, second
and third place finishers.
Boaters must return to
Xanadu Marina between
the hours of 3pm and 5pm
for tally. 

Activities
While the tournament is

going on, Mr Pavey said
there will be many family
fun activities, food and
entertainment onshore at
Xanadu Beach. 

Entertainment includes a
free water slip n’ slide for
children, bouncing castle,
face painting and ice cream.

For adults there will be a
dunking booth manned by
the senior management of
Grand Bahama Shipyard. 

“We are inviting every-
one to come out and sup-
port the event. 

“We are looking forward
to many fishing boats, no
matter the size, to come out
and help to generate funds
for the youth of West
Grand Bahama,” Mr Pavey
said.

MEMBERS of the Royal Bahamas Defence
Force will commemorate the 31st anniversary
of the sinking of HMBS Flamingo with a
memorial service in Rawson Square on May 10
at 6.30pm. 

The incident took place when Cuban MiG
jet fighters opened rocket and machine gun fire
on the Royal Bahamas Defence Force vessel
HMBS Flamingo after it had arrested two

Cuban vessels poaching at Cay Santo Domin-
go, in the Ragged Island chain. The vessel
sunk and four marines were killed. This will be
the first time that a memorial service will take
place in Rawson Square in a national effort to
“never forget”, the Defence Force said. Mem-
bers of the public are invited to attend to show
their support and remember the courageous
efforts of those involved.
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LESS than two weeks
before the 31st anniversary of
the sinking of HMBS Flamin-
go by Cuban MiG jets off the
Ragged Island chain, the
Defence Force Commodore
and his officers dined with the
now retired senior comman-
der of the ill-fated vessel.

Retired Commander
Amos Rolle and his wife Mrs
Pauline Cox-Rolle were
guests of Commodore Rod-
erick Bowe in the Officers
Wardroom at Coral Harbour
Base.

The seventy-year-old vet-
eran was in good spirits and
spoke candidly for hours with
his hosts, answering questions
and sharing salt-seasoned
yarns about his time in the
service. 

He recounted detailed
experiences of bringing the
newly built 103’ Marlin Class
vessels (Marlin and Flamin-
go) from their builders in
England across the Atlantic
to New Providence and joked
good naturedly about the
ports – Gibraltar, Las Palmas,
Canary Islands, Cape Verde –
that he had visited on the way.  

He recounted in vivid detail

the patrol that would change
the rest of his life on May 10,
1980. 

This incident took place
when the clearly marked
Defence Force vessel sus-
tained repeated and vicious
machine and rocket attacks
from Cuban military jet fight-
ers in  retaliation for the
Flamingo arresting two
Cuban vessels poaching in the
Ragged Island chain.  

Commodore Bowe thanked
the Bahamian hero for
accepting his invitation to
lunch. He was elated that
Senior and Junior Officers
were able to benefit from a
first hand account of the
Flamingo incident that had
occurred when the Force was
less than two months in offi-
cial existence.

Retired Senior Comman-
der Amos Rolle and his wife
were grateful for the sumptu-
ous meal, smooth cama-
raderie and tributes and look
forward to a return visit on
the Base. 

RBDF photo:
Petty Officer 

Jonathon Rolle

Fishing tournament aims to raise up
to $40,000 for Grand Bahama youth

Event sponsored by
the GB shipyard

MEMORIAL SERVICE TO MARK HMBS FLAMINGO SINKING

FORMER FLAMINGO COMMANDER
DINES AT CORAL HARBOUR BASE



By LARRY SMITH

HE IS 93 now and too
frail to pilot a boat, but he
can still step up to a lectern
and deliver a sprightly
speech, peppered with amus-
ing anecdotes.

Listening to Sir Durward
Knowles these days is like
opening a t ime capsule
planted 64 years ago. That's
when he, his new wife Holly,
and two other 20-something
Bahamians set off on a road
trip across the continental
USA, with their boat in tow,
to win a world championship
sailing event in Los Ange-
les.

For Knowles,  that
unprecedented event was
both the beginning and end
of a long and distinguished
sailing career. Even winning
a gold medal at the 1964

Olympics in Tokyo, one sus-
pects, did not compare with
that glorious victory at sea
in 1947.

"You don't know what it
was like back then for an
island boy to become cham-
pion of the world," he told
scores of well-wishers dur-
ing a recent ceremony at
Centreville House to turn
over his two Olympic medals
and the 1947 Star Class tro-
phy to the Antiquities, Mon-
uments & Museums Corpo-
ration.

In his 1992 biography
(Driven by the Stars) writ-

ten by Douglas Hanks Jr,
Knowles described that
incendiary moment when
"The underdog from the
Bahamas had done it. Horns
sounded. People waved and
cheered. Competitors sailed
close by with congratula-
tions. Holly was so proud. It
was a time of celebration.
What a victory!"

"A-coasting in shallops"
has been a longtime pursuit
of Bahamian males. In the
17th century it was described
as "a lazy course of life" that
left  "none but old men,
women and children to
plant." But for Knowles and
others, sailing was a labour
of love that generated big
publicity dividends for the
Bahamas.

Designed in 1911, the Star
is one of the most popular
keelboats in the world. It is
the oldest Olympic class,
having first been used in
competition in 1932, and is
still at the heart of that com-
petition today, supported by
an association with over
2,200 members with fleets in
38 countries. Sir Durward
remains the honorary com-
modore of the class.

After winning the Star
Class world championship in
1947, Knowles went on to
compete in the 1952
Olympics in Finland and
won a bronze medal in the
1956 US Olympics with the
late Sloane Farrington as
crew. The kicker came in
1964, when he won the gold
medal in Tokyo, with the
late Cecil Cooke as crew –

another f irst  for the
Bahamas.

A couple of weeks ago,
after consultation with fam-
ily and friends, Sir Durward
donated these trophies to
the Antiquities Corporation.
Minister of Youth and Cul-
ture, Charles Maynard, said
the historic awards would
become "a very important
part of the collections of the
National Museum of the
Bahamas."

Unfortunately,  the
national museum doesn't yet
exist, although the AMMC
currently manages three
small  museums on New
Providence and Long Island.

When the Antiquities
Corporation was created in
1999, one of its main pur-
poses was to set up a nation-
al museum "to be the major
national and public reposi-
tory of all artifacts of inte-
gral importance to the pre-
history, history and cultural
development of the Bahami-
an people."

The 80-year-old former
Collins mansion on Shirley
Street (now known as Cen-
treville House) is undergo-
ing a painfully slow restora-
tion as the future site of the
museum. This building was
the home of prominent par-
liamentarian Ralph Collins,
who died in 1946. The prop-
erty was occupied by St
Andrew’s School from 1950
to 1971,  when it  was
acquired by the government.
The AMMC has occupied
adjacent buildings on the six-
acre estate since 2005.

About three years ago the
Historic Bahamas Founda-
tion was formed as a public-
private partnership to raise
funds for the national muse-
um, but it has yet to get off
the ground. In recent years
the Collins building has been
stripped of unwanted accre-
tions, its roof and exterior
walls have been repaired
and stabil ized,  and the
grounds landscaped under
the direction of artist Anto-
nious Roberts.

But experts say another
$2 million at least is needed
to restore the 30,000-square-
foot building for use as a
museum. Much of the
groundwork for this has
already been done, thanks
to an exchange programme
with the State of Rhode
Island facilitated by the US
Embassy. Historical archi-
tects from the city of New-
port.  working with the
AMMC, produced a con-
ceptual plan for Centreville
House in 2006.

In the meantime, historic
and archaeological artifacts
are being stored by the
AMMC. According to chief
curator Kim Outten-Stubbs,
the collection mostly
includes pottery shards,
pieces of shell implements,

shell beads and tools, and
pieces of china that are use-
ful for study but not for dis-
play.

"We have limited collec-
tions of furniture, fabric,
stone and glass objects as
well as ceramics. Examples
include objects salvaged
from the Old Jumbey Vil-
lage exhibition, artifacts
from the Clifton plantation
site, three Lucayan duhos
(ceremonial stools) found in
a Long Island cave in 1988,
metal objects such as can-
nons from the forts, artifacts
from shipwrecks such as the
freighter that sank off North
Eleuthera in 1860 carrying
supplies for a general store
in Texas, as well as straw
work and junkanoo pieces."

Also included are a col-
lection of personal memen-
tos from former governor-
general Dame Ivy Dumont,
a replica of the Columbus
monument at Long Island,
and the recent donation of
awards from Sir Durward
Knowles. 

The AMMC uses a com-
puterized documentation
system to catalogue objects.
The database includes own-
ership, description, condi-
tion, material that the object
is made from, and a photo-
graphic record.  

"At this point, our collec-
tions are limited in scope,"
Mrs Outten Stubbs said.
"We want to expand them
in order to be more repre-
sentative of our national her-
itage." 

THE CABINET AS
POLITICAL SATIRE
I think it is fair to say that

while Bahamians may be
hugely entertained by poli-
tics and politicians, political
satire as a form of speech is
a rare and wonderful thing
here – probably because our
society is so small and the
distance between us so nar-
row. 

In the recent past – under
the 25-year Pindling regime
for example – political satire
was virtually non-existent.
Pindling took himself much
too seriously, and his defer-
ential supporters amongst
the intelligentsia would not
countenance anything that
could be considered disre-
spectful.

The prime example of
performance satire in those
days was James Catalyn's
comedy skits at the Dundas
(Dis We Tings). But far from
mocking the rich and pow-
erful, Catalyn's humour was
aimed mostly at dimwitted
or conniving plebians. There
was certainly no attempt to
shame or blame the politi-
cal class.

In recent years we have
had Ian Strachan's No Seeds
in Babylon and Michael Pin-
tard's Politricks, as well as

his popular sketch comedies
about the 2002 and 2007
general elections. And last
month we had Ward Minnis'
new political comedy, the
Cabinet , which opened
appropriately on April
Fool's Day.

There is no doubt that the
Cabinet makes a mockery of
our politicians, including the
most powerful one of all –
HAI himself, played by mas-
terful Ingraham imperson-
ator Chigozie Ijeoma. This
is something that would nev-
er have been possible in the
old days, and for that we
should all be grateful to this
same HAI, who clearly has a
sense of humour.

Minnis spins out the old
conspiracy theory that
Hubert Ingraham and Perry
Christie rigged history by
agreeing to rotate the prime
minister's office between
themselves. In the process,
a carbon-copy Ingraham
takes most of the flack while
a presumed Tommy Turn-
quest (played by the very
funny Mathew Wildgoose)
is portrayed unrelentingly as
a hapless fool. Meanwhile,
Christie (played by Ward
Minnis) and a thinly dis-
guised Fred Mitchell (played
by Sophie Smith) get off rel-
atively lightly. 

The question I have is:
are we simply drawing on
politicians as a source of
material – like nagging wives
or domineering mothers-in-
law – or are we using satire
as a weapon to expose error,
win arguments or advocate
change?

According to Antony Jay,
co-author of the acclaimed
1980s British political TV
comedies Yes Minister and
Yes Prime Minister (both of
which once aired on ZNS),
"What distinguishes true
satire from ordinary come-
dy is that it focuses a collec-
tive antagonism on political
or social issues. There are
many ways of participating
in the debate on current con-
troversies, mostly by deploy-
ing facts and arguments on
one side or the other. But
there is no argument against
laughter."

If we accept that satire's
role is  to challenge the
establishment in an amusing
way, then it follows that sim-
ply making fun of politicians
does not necessarily do the
job. In other words, making
a mockery of powerful peo-
ple could be considered
challenging if the ridicule
serves to make a construc-
tive point. I am not sure
whether Minnis managed to
achieve that goal.

What do you think? 
Send comments to 
larry@tribunemedia.net

Or visit 
www.bahamapundit.com
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CUSTOMER 
NOTICE
COMMERCIAL CLIENTS

Please be advised that Scotiabank 

(Bahamas) Limited has revised its 

Commercial Rates and Fee Schedule.

These changes will become effective 

June 1, 2011.

For further information, please 

contact your Relationship Officer.

Sir Durward Knowles’ donation to the
Antiquities, Monuments & Museums Corporation

SIR DURWARD KNOWLES recently donated his two Olympic medals and the 1947 Star Class trophy to the
Antiquities, Monuments & Museums Corporation.
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THE TRIBUNE AND KELLY’S

EASTER COLOURING CONTEST
WinnersWinnersWinnersWinnersWinnersWinnersWinnersWinnersWinnersWinners

AGES 3-5 first place winner

Davia Musgrove poses with

Tribune Features Editor Cara

Bethel and Kelly’s representa-

tive Leslie Bruce.

AGES 6-8 first place winner Sarai Bain

poses with Tribune staff members Gina

Bethel and Cara Bethel, and Kelly’s rep-

resentative Leslie Bruce.

AGES 9-10 first place winner Rhyan
Roberts poses with Tribune features
reporters Alesha Cadet and Jeffarah,
and Kelly’s representative Leslie Bruce.

AGES 3-5 third place winner

Samantha Martinborough

poses with her Easter basket.

AGES 6-8 second place winner Kaithyln

Coakley poses with Tribune staff members

Gina Bethel and Cara Bethel, and Kelly’s

representative Leslie Bruce.

AGES 3-5 second place winner

Regina Jones poses with her

mother; Tribune Features Edi-

tor Cara Bethel; and Kelly’s

representative Leslie Bruce.

AGES 6-8 third place winner Summer

Rose Burrows poses with Tribune Fea-

tures reporters Alesha Cadet and Jef-

farah Gibson, and Kelly’s representa-

tives Leslie Bruce and Denise Darville.AGES 9-10 second place winner Eliz-

abeth Ellis poses with her mother;

Tribune staff members Alesha Cadet,

Gina Bethel, Jeffarrah Gibson; and

Kelly’s representative Leslie Bruce. NOT PICTURED: ages 9-10 third place winner Deidre-Ann Brooks
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STOCKHOLM
Associated Press

THE ICE of Greenland and the rest
of the Arctic is melting faster than
expected and could help raise global
sea levels by as much as 5 feet this cen-
tury, dramatically higher than earlier
projections, an authoritative interna-
tional assessment says.

The findings "emphasise the need
for greater urgency" in combating glob-
al warming, says the report of the Arc-
tic Monitoring and Assessment Pro-
gram (AMAP), the scientific arm of
the eight-nation Arctic Council.

The warning of much higher seas
comes as the world's nations remain
bogged down in their two-decade-long
talks on reducing emissions of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases
blamed for global warming.

Rising sea levels are expected to
cause some of global warming's worst
damage — from inundated small islands
to possible flooding of New York City's
subways. Oceans will not rise uniform-
ly worldwide, because of currents,
winds and other factors, but such low-
lying areas as Bangladesh and Florida
will likely be hard-hit.

The new report, whose executive
summary was obtained by The Associ-
ated Press, is to be delivered to U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton and foreign ministers of the
other seven member nations at an Arc-
tic Council meeting next week in
Greenland. It first will be discussed by
some 400 international scientists at a
conference this week in Copenhagen,
Denmark.

Drawing on improved research tech-
niques and recent scientific papers, the
AMAP report updates forecasts made
by the U.N.'s expert panel on climate
change in its last major assessment in
2007.

The melting of Arctic glaciers and
ice caps, including Greenland's mas-
sive ice sheet, is projected to help raise
global sea levels by 35 to 63 inches (90
to 160 centimeters) by 2100, AMAP
said, although it noted that estimate
was highly uncertain.

That's up from the 2007 projection of
7 to 23 inches (19 to 59 centimeters)
by the U.N. panel. The U.N. group had
left out the possible acceleration of
melting in Greenland and Antarctica,
saying research on that hadn't advanced
sufficiently by the mid-2000s. The U.N.
estimate was based largely on the
expansion of ocean waters from warm-

ing and the runoff from melting land
glaciers elsewhere in the world.

Now the AMAP assessment finds
that Greenland was losing ice in the
2004-2009 period four times faster than
in 1995-2000.

In addition, the cover of sea ice on
the Arctic Ocean is shrinking faster
than projected by the U.N. panel,
threatening the long-term survival of
polar bears and other ice-dependent
species. Summer ice coverage has been
at or near record lows every year since
2001, said AMAP, predicting the ocean
will be almost ice-free in the summer in
30 to 40 years.

Temperatures
Arctic temperatures in the past six

years were the highest since measure-
ments began in 1880, and "feedback"
mechanisms are believed to be speeding
up warming in the far north.

One such mechanism involves the
ocean absorbing more heat when it's
not covered by ice, because ice reflects
the sun's energy. That effect has been
anticipated by scientists "but clear evi-
dence for it has only been observed in
the Arctic in the past five years,"
AMAP said.

It projected that average fall and win-
ter temperatures in the Arctic will climb

by roughly 5 to 11 degrees Fahrenheit
by 2080, even if greenhouse gas emis-
sions are lower than in the past decade.

"The observed changes in sea ice on
the Arctic Ocean, in the mass of the
Greenland ice sheet and Arctic ice caps
and glaciers over the past 10 years are
dramatic and represent an obvious
departure from the long-term patterns,"
AMAP said.

A leading American ice specialist,
Richard Alley of Pennsylvania State
University, who did not take part in
the AMAP assessment, agreed that
recent scientific estimates generally sup-
port its central finding.

A sea level rise of more than 3 feet
this century "fits well within these esti-
mates, and a somewhat higher value
cannot be excluded," Alley said.

Scientists have steadily improved
ways of measuring the loss of ice into
the oceans.

In research reported in March in the
journal Geophysical Research Letters,
U.S. and European scientists used two
independent methods to corroborate
their findings: the on-the-ground mea-
surement of ice thickness and move-
ments using GPS stations and other
tools, and the measurement of ice mass
through gravity readings from satel-
lites.

Led by Eric Rignot of NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, they calculated

that the accelerating melt of the vast
Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets
would contribute to an overall sea-lev-
el rise of some 13 inches by 2050. They
didn't project sea levels to 2100 because
of long-range uncertainties, but their
work, like AMAP's, significantly
updates previous projections.

The AMAP report said melting glac-
iers and ice sheets worldwide have
become the biggest contributor to sea
level rise. Greenland's ice sheet alone
accounted for more than 40 percent of
the 0.12 inches (3.1 millimeters) of sea-
level rise observed annually between
2003 and 2008, AMAP said.

The AMAP group's main function
is to advise the nations surrounding the
Arctic — the U.S., Canada, Russia,
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Iceland
and Finland — on threats to its envi-
ronment.

The updated projections should sup-
ply further scientific ammunition in the
uphill struggle for concerted global
action to rein in greenhouse emissions.
The failure of emissions-capping legis-
lation in the U.S. Congress last year
was one major setback.

"I'm not sure what is more alarm-
ing, the glacial pace of Congress to
reduce carbon pollution or the astound-
ing rate of melting Arctic ice," Lou
Leonard, climate chief at the World
Wildlife Fund, said of the new report.

Report sees sharper sea
rise from Arctic ice melt 

TORONTO
Associated Press

PRIME MINISTER Stephen
Harper said Tuesday he won't
shift to the hard right after his
Conservatives won a long-
sought majority in Canada's Par-
liament.

Monday's election marks a
change in the country's politi-
cal landscape with opposition
Liberals and Quebec separatists
suffering a punishing defeat.

Harper said the Conservatives
won their mandate because of
the way they've governed so far
and sought to allay fears he
would implement a hidden right
wing agenda.

Harper, who took office in
2006, has won two elections but
until Monday's vote had never
held a majority of Parliament's
308 seats, forcing him to rely on
the opposition to pass legisla-
tion.

Harper has deliberately
avoided sweeping policy
changes, but now has an oppor-
tunity to pass any legislation he
wants with his new majority.

"We got that mandate
because the way we have gov-
erned and Canadians expect us
to continue to move forward in
the same way," said Harper,
who has incrementally moved
Canada to the right.

In past elections, Harper did
not explicitly ask for a majority
to avoid raising fears among
Canadians that they would
implement a hidden right-wing
agenda and on Tuesday sought
to reassure the country of his
commitment to public health
care.

"I think we've made it very
clear that we support Canada's
system of universal public
health insurance," Harper said
after the Conservatives won 167
seats, which will give him four
years of uninterrupted govern-
ment.

While Harper's hold on Par-
liament has been tenuous during
his five-year tenure, he has man-
aged to nudge an instinctively
centre-left country to the right,
gradually lowering sales and cor-
porate taxes, avoiding climate
change legislation and promot-
ing Arctic sovereignty.

He has also upped military
spending, extended Canada's
military mission in Afghanistan
and staunchly backed Israel's
right-wing government.

The White House said Presi-
dent Barack Obama called
Harper to congratulate him on
his victory and said Obama is
looking forward to renewing a
commitment to improve securi-
ty and trade along the border.
Harper also congratulated Oba-
ma for his successful operation
against Osama bin Laden.

Despite their political differ-
ences, Harper is said to get on
better with Obama than he did

with George W. Bush, possibly
preferring the current U.S. pres-
ident's cerebral style to his pre-
decessor's backslapping Texan
charm.

Harper appeared happier
than ever Tuesday.

"I obviously am feeling
great," said Harper, who joked
that his staff forced him to take
a swig from a champagne bottle
after his big victory.

Meanwhile, Liberal leader
Michael Ignatieff announced he
will step down from the post fol-
lowing the party's worst defeat
in history. 

Ignatieff even lost his own
seat in a Toronto suburb.

Bloc Quebecois leader Gilles
Duceppe also lost his own seat
and immediately resigned after
French-speaking voters in Que-
bec indicated they had grown
weary with the separatist party,
which had a shocking drop to
four seats from 47 in the last
Parliament.

Harper said he was disap-
pointed the Conservatives didn't
benefit from the dramatic shift
in votes in Quebec but said he
was encouraged the shift is
toward federalism and he took
some credit for it.

"As a Canadian and a feder-
alist I am encouraged by the col-
lapse of Bloc," Harper said. 

"I believe that the way we've
been managing the federation
and our relations, our signifi-
cant and important relations
with Quebec, have made a big
difference in bringing about that
change for the benefit of the
entire country and now for the
benefit of the NDP."

The leftist New Democratic
Party went from one seat in
Quebec to 58 and became the
main opposition party, with 102
seats overall, tripling their over-
all support in a stunning setback
for the Liberals who have
always been either in power or
leading the opposition.

The Liberals, who ruled
Canada for much of the last cen-
tury, dropped to 34 seats overall
from 77 — finishing third for
the first time in Canadian his-
tory.

The Conservatives had blitzed
the country with TV ads target-
ing the Liberals' leader, running
them even during telecasts of
the Academy Awards and the
Super Bowl.

The ads made relentless use
of the more than 30 years Ignati-
eff lived in Europe and the U.S.
"Michael Ignatieff. Just visit-
ing," went one election ad. 

"Back in Canada. But for
how long?" mocked another.

Ignatieff said the Conserva-
tives engaged in a "absolutely
unscrupulous campaign of per-
sonal attack" but said he's not
going out a sore loser.

Harper was helped by the
NDP surge, which split the left-
of-centre vote in many districts,
handing victory to Conservative
candidates, especially in
Ontario, where the Liberals
were decimated in their last
national stronghold.

Former colleagues of Harp-
er say his long-term goals are to
shatter the image of the Liberals
— the party of former Prime
Ministers Jean Chretien, Lester
Pearson and Pierre Trudeau —
as the natural party of govern-
ment in Canada, and to rede-
fine what it means to be Cana-
dian.

Stephen Clarkson, a profes-
sor of political science at the
University of Toronto, said the
52-year-old Harper should now
be considered a transformative
figure in Canadian history.

"It's a sea change," Clarkson
said.

The New Democrats' gains
are being attributed to Layton's
strong performance in the
debates, a folksy, upbeat mes-
sage, and a desire by the French-
speakers in Quebec, the second

most populous province, for a
new face and a federalist option
after two decades of supporting
a separatist party in Ottawa.

Bruce Hicks, a political sci-
entist at the Universite de Mon-
treal, said that the Bloc had orig-
inally answered the need for a
Quebec protest, but had never
converted that support into a
long-term political identity.

Hicks said separatism was still
an important force, despite the
province's rejection of the Bloc.
The provincial separatist Parti
Quebecois are expected to take
power in the next provincial
election.

"I would caution anyone to
think that the independence
movement is dead at any time,"
said Hicks.

Many Quebeckers said they
liked the NDP's social democrat
ideology and expressed weari-
ness with the Bloc Quebecois.

"I was just a bit tired of them
talking about separation," said
Emma Potvin, a 29-year-old
server in Montreal. 

"I haven't seen a difference
with the Bloc Quebecois, and I
thought it would be good to
have a national party."

The NDP's gains marked a
remarkable shift in a campaign
that started out weeks ago look-
ing like a straight battle between
Harper and Ignatieff, a distin-
guished academic, with the 60-
year-old Layton recovering from
prostate cancer and a broken
hip.

Harper counted on the econ-
omy to help hand him the
majority. 

Canada has outperformed
other major industrialized
democracies through the finan-
cial crisis, recovering almost all
the jobs lost during the reces-
sion while its banking sector
remains intact. 

He said he would continue
his plan to create jobs and
growth without raising taxes.

PM SAYS HE WON'T MOVE CANADA HARD TO THE RIGHT 

PRIME MINISTER Stephen Harp-
er smiles as he holds a news
conference in Calgary, Alberta,
Canada on Tuesday.

The Canadian Press,
Adrian Wyld/AP

IN THIS JULY 19, 2007 FILE PHOTO an iceberg is seen off Ammassalik Island in Eastern Greenland. A new assessment of climate
change in the Arctic shows the ice in the region is melting faster than previously thought and sharply raises projections of global sea
level rise this century. 

John McConnico, File/AP

BEIRUT
Associated Press

FACING international
condemnation for its bloody
crackdown on protesters,
the Syrian regime is expand-
ing an intimidation cam-
paign to keep people off the
streets, according to human
rights activists.

They report a sharp esca-
lation in arbitrary arrests
and unexplained disappear-
ances — including people
being plucked from their
homes and offices in the
middle of the day. One
prominent activist in an
upscale Damascus neigh-
borhood was reportedly
bundled into a car after
being beaten by security
officers.

"Syrian cities have wit-
nessed in the past few days
an insane escalation by
authorities who are arrest-
ing anyone with the poten-
tial to stage protests and
demonstrations," Ammar
Qurabi, who heads the
National Organization for
Human Rights in Syria, told
The Associated Press on
Tuesday.

"The arrests have trans-
formed Syria into a large
prison," he said, estimating
that more than 1,000 people
had been detained since
Saturday in raids on houses.

Syrian forces have badly
treated many detainees,
Amnesty International said.
One was forced to lick his
own blood off the floor after
he was stripped and beaten,
the group said.

The stepped-up campaign
will have its first major test
Friday — the main day for
protests in the Arab world.
But there were signs the
protests will continue, with
thousands of people gather-
ing Tuesday in the coastal
town of Banias, demanding
freedom and urging the
demise of Syria's authoritar-
ian regime, two witnesses
said.

"So far it is a peaceful
protest," one person said,
asking not to be identified
for fear of reprisals. "Some
people are carrying loaves
of bread and baby's milk
because our city is under
siege and we can't come or
go ... We are running out of
supplies."

President Bashar Assad is
determined to crush the six-
week revolt, the gravest
challenge to his family's 40-
year dynasty. Assad inherit-
ed power from his father in
2000, and has maintained
close ties with Iran and
Islamic militant groups such
as Hezbollah in neighboring
Lebanon and Hamas in
Gaza.

Rights groups say at least
545 Syrians have been killed
since the uprising began in
the blockaded southern city
of Daraa, spreading quickly
across the nation of some 23
million people.

Most of the unrest erupts
after Muslim prayers on Fri-
days, and the regime's
response has become
increasingly brutal. Now,
instead of waiting for the
weekly protests, security
forces are using the mid-
week lull to send an intimi-
dating message.

An activist in Banias said
the local branch of the polit-
ical security department
called a mechanic Sunday to
fix one of its cars and he has
not been heard from since.
Three other men have been
missing for days after secu-
rity agents picked them up
at a gas station, he said.

The activist, who asked
that his name not be used
for fear of government
reprisal, said many people
were afraid to leave their
homes.

Suheir Atassi, a pro-
democracy activist, asked
her Twitter followers to
stop calling her mobile
phone because security
agents have intercepted the
line.

"Security (agents) are
answering my mobile!" she
tweeted. "They have taken
over the line."

Activists' families also
were affected, according to
witnesses who said sus-
pects and their relatives
were being dragged from
their homes in sweeping
arrests. In Daraa, security
forces are in cemeteries,
presumably to pinpoint
families of protesters who
were killed.

SYRIAN REGIME
‘RESORTS TO 
INTIMIDATION 
AND THREATS’ 

Findings ‘emphasise
the need for greater
urgency’ in combating
global warming

 



WASHINGTON
Associated Press

OSAMA BIN LADEN was
unarmed when he was confronted
by U.S. commandos at his Pak-
istani hideout but tried to resist
the assault, the White House said
Tuesday as new details emerged
about the audacious raid that
killed the world's most wanted
terrorist.

The White House said it was
considering whether to release
photos that were taken of bin
Laden after he was killed but was
concerned that the photos were
"gruesome" and could be inflam-
matory.

Other details that emerged on
Tuesday, according to U.S. offi-
cials: One of bin Laden's wives
tried to rush the commandos and
was shot in the leg. High temper-
atures caused a lumbering heli-
copter carrying the raiders to
make a hard landing. And as
Navy SEALs swept through the
compound, they handcuffed those
they encountered with plastic zip
ties and pressed on in pursuit of
their target, code-named "Geron-
imo." Geronimo was a famously
elusive Native American chief.

Once bin Laden had been shot,
the raiders doubled back to move
the prisoners away from the com-
pound before blowing up the
downed helicopter.

The fuller picture of the high-
stakes assault emerged as U.S.
officials weighed whether to
release video and photos of bin
Laden, who was killed with a shot
above his left eye.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, who
chairs the Senate Intelligence
Committee and revealed some of
the new details about the raid,
said she'd known about the sus-
pected bin Laden compound
since last December — offering
rare evidence that Washington
can indeed keep a blockbuster
secret.

President Barack Obama made
plans to go to the World Trade
Center site in New York on
Thursday to mark the milestone
of bin Laden's demise and to
remember the dead of the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks that were blamed
on his al-Qaida militant group.

White House counterterrorism
adviser John Brennan said the

U.S. was scouring items seized in
the raid on bin Laden's com-
pound in Abbottabad, Pakistan
— said to include hard drives,
DVDs, a pile of documents and
more — that might tip U.S. intel-
ligence to al Qaida's operational
details and perhaps lead to the
presumed next-in-command,
Ayman al-Zawahri.

As for publicly releasing photos
and video, Brennan said in a
series of appearances on morn-
ing television that "this needs to
be done thoughtfully," with care-
ful consideration given to what
kind of reaction the images might
provoke.

At issue were photos of bin
Laden's corpse and video of his
swift burial at sea. Officials were
reluctant to inflame Islamic sen-
timent by showing graphic images
of the body. But they were also
anxious to address the stories
already building in Pakistan and
beyond that bin Laden was some-
how still alive.

In a move that could increase
pressure for the release of photos,
Afghan Taliban spokesman Zabi-
hullah said talk of bin Laden's

death was "premature," adding
that the U.S. had not presented
"convincing evidence," the SITE
Intelligence Group reported.

Obama, who approved the
extraordinarily risky operation
and witnessed its progression
from the White House Situation
Room, his face heavy with ten-
sion, reaped accolades from world
leaders he'd kept in the dark as
well as from political opponents at
home.

Pakistan, however, called the
raid "unauthorised" Tuesday and
said it shouldn't serve as a prece-
dent for future actions.

CIA Director Leon Panetta, in
interviews with Time and PBS'
"Newshour," sketched the scene
in the Situation Room as the
tense final minutes of the raid
played out.

"Once those teams went into
the compound," he told PBS, "I
can tell you there was a time peri-
od of almost 20 or 25 minutes that
we really didn't know just exactly
what was going on."

Then, Panetta told Time, when
Adm. William McRaven, head of
the Joint Special Forces Com-
mand, reported that the com-
mandos had identified "Geroni-
mo" — the code name for bin
Laden — "all the air we were
holding came out."

And when the helicopters left
the compound 15 minutes later,
Panetta said, the room broke into
applause.

Carney filled in details about
the assault, saying that bin Laden
did resist the commandos,
although he was not armed. One
of bin Laden's wives, Carney said,
was in the room and tried to
charge at the U.S. assaulters.

Monday night, Republican and
Democratic leaders gave Obama
a standing ovation at an evening
White House meeting that was
planned before the raid but
became a celebration of it, and
an occasion to step away from
the fractious political climate.

The episode was an embar-
rassment, at best, for Pakistani
authorities as bin Laden's pres-
ence was revealed in their midst.
The stealth U.S. operation played
out in a city with a strong Pak-
istani military presence and with-
out advance notice from Wash-
ington.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                                   WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2011, PAGE 15

WHITE HOUSE: BIN LADEN
UNARMED DURING ASSAULT 

LATEST ON OSAMA BIN LADEN DEATH

LOCAL PEOPLE and media gather outside the perimeter wall and sealed gate into the compound
and a house where al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden was caught and killed late Monday, in Abbot-
tabad, Pakistan, on Tuesday. Local residents showed off small parts of what appeared to be a U.S.
helicopter that Washington said malfunctioned and was disabled by the American commando strike
team as they retreated, while Pakistan's leader on Tuesday denied suggestions that his country's
security forces had sheltered Osama bin Laden. 
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OSAMA BIN LADEN: The White
House is considering whether
to release photos taken after he
was killed.

WASHINGTON
Associated Press

CONGRESS may consider cutting the almost
$1.3 billion in annual aid to Pakistan if it turns
out the Islamabad government knew where
Osama bin Laden was hiding, the head of the
Senate Intelligence Committee said Tuesday.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., said she
wants more details from CIA director Leon
Panetta and others about the Pakistani govern-
ment's role. Feinstein spoke to reporters about
the raid that killed bin Laden early Monday
and the questions raised by his hiding place
deep inside Pakistan.

The No. 2 House Democratic leader, Rep.
Steny Hoyer of Maryland, said if Pakistan does-
n't ease doubts about its dedication to fighting
terrorists, Congress should explore whether it
makes sense to reduce U.S. aid to that country.

"I don't know whether it would be effective or
counterproductive, we'll have to look at that,"
he told reporters, adding, "It needs to be looked
into."

Incredulous lawmakers are pressing Pakistan
for answers to two simple questions: What did its
army and intelligence agents know of bin
Laden's whereabouts and when did they know
it?

The al-Qaida terrorist leader behind the Sept.
11 attacks lived and died in a massive, fortified
compound built in 2005 and located on the out-
skirts of Abbottabad, miles from the capital of
Islamabad. It stood just a half-mile from the

Kakul Military Academy, Pakistan's equivalent
of West Point, and close to various army regi-
ments.

Amid the high praise for the successful U.S.
military operation, congressional Republicans
and Democrats questioned whether bin Laden
was hiding in plain sight, with Pakistani military
and intelligence operatives either totally
unaware of his location or willfully ignoring his
presence to protect him.

"I think this tells us once again that, unfortu-
nately, Pakistan at times is playing a double
game," said Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, a Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee member who
indicated that Congress could put limits on
funds for Pakistan.

But another GOP member of the panel dis-
missed that idea.

"For those who want to cut off aid to Pak-
istan, I understand your frustration," said Sen.
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. "But at the end of the
day, if you want to create a failed state in Pak-
istan, one of the best things to do is sever rela-
tionships. It is not in our national security inter-
est to let this one event destroy what is a difficult
partnership but a partnership nonetheless."

The Obama administration pushed back on
talk of punishing Pakistan.

White House spokesman Jay Carney told
reporters Tuesday that the U.S. is committed to
cooperating with Pakistan despite questions
about who in the Islamabad government may
have known that bin Laden was in hiding in his
compound in Abbottabad.

CONGRESS MAY DOCK PAKISTAN AID OVER BIN LADEN

THIS JUNE 15, 2005 satellite image provided by DigitalGlobe shows the compound, center, in Abbot-
tabad, Pakistan, where Osama bin Laden lived.

DigitalGlobe/AP
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government is pro-
jected to incur fiscal deficits
over the next three years
that will be more than dou-
ble those seen over the peri-
od 2003-2007, a leading
international ratings agency
noting that tax revenues
have fallen by a “cumula-
tive” 11.2 per cent over the
last two years.

While leaving its ratings

S&P: FISCAL DEFICITS ‘MORE THAN
DOUBLE’ FOR NEXT THREE YEARS

* Rating agency notes
Bahamas’ tax revenues
down a collective 11.2%
over last two years
* Central Bank says
debt-to-GDP ratio hit
56.4% at year-end 2010,
with further increase
likely in 2011
* Total national debt
now at $4.25bnSEE page 4B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government was yes-
terday urged to rapidly
reverse “one of the worst
policy decisions made” in
opening up the restaurant
and entertainment sector to
foreign investors, the
Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce and Employers Con-
federation’s (BCCEC)
chairman arguing the move
showed the administration’s
priorities were “headed in
the wrong direction”.

Khaalis Rolle told Tri-
bune Business that rather
than focus on attracting for-
eign direct investment into
the industry, the Govern-
ment instead needed to
focus on creating an
enabling environment to
support Bahamian-owned
businesses, adding that the
National Investment Policy
amendment was another dis-
incentive for local entrepre-
neurs.

Pointing out that foreign-
owned businesses in the sec-
tor had numerous competi-
tive advantages compared
to their Bahamian counter-
parts, the Chamber chair
said local restaurant owners
who had contacted him over
the policy change were
“hopping angry”.

Adding that there had
been no consultation with
the BCCEC or anyone else
in the business community
prior to the amendment’s
announcement, Mr Rolle
said: “We don’t know what
the full scope of this is, par-
ticularly on the entertain-
ment side. We don’t have
any details on it.

GOVERNMENT TOLD: ‘REVERSE
ONE OF WORST DECISIONS’

* Chamber chair
says opening up 
restaurant/entertainment
sector to foreign 
investment shows
priorities ‘headed in 
the wrong direction’
* Adds that Bahamian
investors ‘hopping angry’

KHAALIS ROLLE

SEE page 4B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

J S Johnson’s general insur-
ance carrier affiliate, Insur-
ance Company of the
Bahamas (ICB), has paid out
a net $250,000 on a total $6
million claim relating to the
Valentine’s Day fire that
destroyed the Betty K Agen-
cies office and dock, as it
expands its Turks & Caicos
book of business by 25 per
cent.

Confirming that ICB had
paid the Betty K claim, aided
by a large dose of reinsurance
monies, Marvin Bethell, J S
Johnson’s managing director,
told Tribune Business yester-
day that the BISX-listed
agent/broker’s Turks &
Caicos affiliate had also
closed on a deal to acquire
Fidelity Insurance (Cayman’s)
portfolio in that nation.

Although Fidelity Insur-
ance (Cayman) was “not a
large operation”, Mr Bethell
said the acquisition positioned
J S Johnson to grow its Turks
& Caicos business, especially
once the global and regional
economy improved.

“We know it will increase
our portfolio by at least 25
per cent, and we’re actually
looking at another area where
we will be able to grow the

$6m payout
on Betty K
* J S Johnson expands
Turks book 25%
through portfolio
acquisition
* Expecting improved
2011, following 6.3%
profit rise in 2010 to
$9.662m

SEE page 2B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Grand Bahama’s Xanadu Beach Resort
& Marina could soon be sold to a group of
Canadian investors, Tribune Business was
told yesterday, although its owner would
only confirm that talks with unnamed par-
ties were ongoing.

The well-known property has been on
the market with a $50 million price tag for
at least three years, and multiple business
community sources yesterday told Tribune
Business that a preliminary sales agree-
ment, a Letter of Intent (LOI), had been
signed with a Canadian-based group of
investors.

However, owner Mario Donato told Tri-
bune Business that “nothing” had yet been

Canadian
investors

eye Xanadu
* Owner says ‘still in talks’ with nothing
signed
* But suggestions Letter of Intent may be in
place for $50m hotel
* Potential acquirers said to be talking of
Ritz-Carlton brand and casino

SEE page 2B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

CLICO (Bahamas) liquidator is
likely to recover around $40 mil-
lion for Bahamian creditors of the
insolvent insurer, having reached a
preliminary sales agreement that, if
concluded, will see the real estate
project accounting for 63 per cent
of its assets generate $50 million in
gross proceeds.

US court documents obtained
by Tribune Business show that
Craig A. ‘Tony’ Gomez, the Baker
Tilly Gomez accountant and part-
ner, has reached an agreement to
sell the remaining 400-plus acres
of Florida’s Wellington Preserve
development to J-5 Wellington
Preserve, a Colorado-domiciled
company, for $40 million. 

Together with an earlier deal to
sell a 102.74-acre Wellington Pre-
serve land parcel to Zacara Farm
LLC, a Delaware-incorporated
company, for $10 million, Mr
Gomez appears on course to

realise $50
million in
total gross
p r o c e e d s
from the sale
of Wellington
Preserve.

With his
Chapter 11
plan for reor-
g a n i s i n g
Wel l ington

Preserve thought to be close to
receiving the approval of the south
Florida district bankruptcy court,
Mr Gomez will likely use the $10
million raised from the Zacara

Farm sale to pay-off all the pro-
ject’s US-based creditors.

As a result, once closing costs
are accounted for, the $40 million
from the sale to J-5 Wellington
Preserve will be repatriated to the
Bahamas to help satisfy the
demands of CLICO (Bahamas)
creditors. In a previous court filing
referring to the Zacara Farm sale,
Mr Gomez said: “The $10 million
purchase price is enough to pay all
closing costs and all claims which
have been either listed or filed, or

$40m for CLICO’s
Bahamas creditors

n Second agreement for sale of project accounting
for 63% of insolvent insurer’s assets signed
n But Bahamian insurer’s creditors still facing
$14.58m solvency deficiency
n Another 128 policies surrendered

CRAIG GOMEZ

SEE page 6B

Natural resources provide
$141 million to Andros’s
economy, it was revealed
yesterday.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on the second
Andros Business Outlook
conference, Eleanor Phillips
of the Nature Conservancy
said her organisation con-
ducted a recent economic
evaluation of the extractive
natural resources on
Andros. 

The study revealed that
extractive resources, which
include crabbing and com-
mercial fishing, account for
about 67 per cent of eco-
nomic derivatives for
Andros. 

Activities such recreation-
al fishing and hiking account
for about 33 per cent of the
island’s economy. Commer-
cial fishing alone translates
into $75 million annually,
while tourism benefits
amount to $43 million

The second annual
Andros Business Outlook
will take place on Wednes-
day, May 11, under the
theme, The Andros Assign-
ment: Innovate, Invest, and
Produce. The all-day semi-
nar will focus on the poten-
tial of the economy in
Andros, and will take place
at the Daniel’s Dream Cen-
tre in Nicholls Town, North
Andros. 

According to Arnold
Dorsette, Bahamas Agricul-
tural & Industrial Corpora-
tion (BAIC) assistant gener-
al manager, Andros – with
its arable land mass and
ample water supply – is the
island with the greatest
potential to move the
Bahamas towards sustain-

Natural resources give
Andros $141m boost

SEE page 3B
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A Bahamian company established with a
handful of dedicated workers more than
20 years ago is pledging to become
“increasingly” involved in the recycling
business, garbage collection having evolved
into waste management processes that
bring environmental and economic benefits.

Peter Andrews, Bahamas Waste’s chair-
man, said: “When we started back in 1987,
we thought we could perform a valuable
service to the community through simple
garbage collection, and do so at a profit.

“From previous experience we had
developed insight into how to successfully
manage small and medium-sized business-
es, and we saw a business opportunity. In
addition, we had links with other opera-
tions that provided quality maintenance to
diesel-powered trucks.”

Bahamas Waste was started with a hand-
ful of Bahamian partners, but is now owned
by a diverse group of 1,800 shareholders
and is listed on the Bahamas International
Securities Exchange (BISX).

Mr Andrews said countries are increas-
ingly realising that the quality of the envi-
ronment has much to do with quality of
life. In urban areas, serious questions have
arisen about how to dispose of waste col-
lected on city streets and in residential
neighbourhoods. These waste products
have become increasingly diverse, ranging
from household waste and construction
debris, to industrial and medical waste,
much of which pose serious risk to human
health. As a result, what was once the hum-
ble garbage dump has morphed into the
more functional and aesthetically pleasing
concept of the ‘sanitary landfill’.

Mr Andrews said the situation has
changed dramatically since the establish-
ment of Bahamas Waste, and garbage col-
lection has blossomed into a sophisticated
industry that embraces not only collection
but the entire business of waste manage-
ment. It must take into account economic,
health and environmental issues.

“As time passes we will be increasingly
into the recycling business”, said Mr
Andrews. “We started with the export of
cardboard to China, which began last year.

Now we’re into another major recycling
effort – the production of bio-diesel fuel
from waste cooking oil. There are several
benefits to biodiesel production, including
reducing the community’s need to dispose
of waste oil in the landfill. It also reduces
our dependency on the fossil fuel produc-
ers”

He expects that biodiesel from this
source will eventually power the entire fleet
of Bahamas Waste trucks, thereby sub-
stantially reducing our carbon footprint. 

In the Bahamas, the environment is not
only important to the health of the popu-
lation but to the economy. The country is
blessed with a diverse and, in some respects,
pristine environment. While farming and
fishing have always been important in feed-
ing the population, tourism has blossomed
to the point where it now accounts for more
than 60 per cent of gross domestic product
(GDP). A clean environment, whether in
the city, in the outskirts, or in the Bahamas’

marine environment, is critical to its eco-
nomic potential.

Leaders in financial services also
acknowledge that one of the things that
attract banks and other financial providers
to the jurisdiction is its pleasant environ-
ment.

Mr Andrews said that from the begin-
ning, Bahamas Waste decided to be not
just good, but exceptional, providing on-
time waste collection and using reliable
equipment, backed by top customer ser-
vice. He describes the company as mod-
ern, with old fashioned values such as cour-
tesy, punctuality, hard work, efficiency and
cleanliness. Those values today remain at
the core of the company’s philosophy.

“Look at our site,” Mr Andrews said.
“The Bahamas is our home, and the
Bahamian environment is precious to us.
We look forward to continuing to improve
our service delivery to the Bahamian peo-
ple”.

Bahamas Waste eyes
‘increased’ recycling

business at bit more,” Mr Bethell said of J S Johnson’s Turks &
Caicos plans, declining to give specifics.

“They’ve [Turks & Caicos] probably felt the recession worse
than we have. We’re there for the long haul, and if we stick with
it things will improve down the road and we will have positioned
ourselves for opportunities when the time comes.”

With projects such as the $2.6 billion Baha Mar development,
Arawak Cay port and Lynden Pindling International Airport
in the pipeline, Mr Bethell said the impact from these was set
to be felt in the 2011 third and fourth quarters. As a result, J S
Johnson was “expecting to grow a little” in terms of its bottom
line performance for 2011, aided by a continuing focus on
expense controls.

J S Johnson saw its net income increase by 6.3 per cent in
2010 to $9.662 million, compared to $9.088 million the previous
year, a result that Mr Bethell said was “pretty close” to bud-
geted expectations.

The improved performance was largely achieved on the ICB
side, where net claims essentially remained flat at $1.669 million,
rather than the J S Johnson side. The agency/brokerage busi-
ness, whose performance is driven by the top line, saw net
commissions and fees drop by 4.5 per cent to $18.738 million
compared to $19.629 million the previous year.

Mr Bethell said the depressed economy was continuing to
impact premiums paid and coverage renewals. On the auto
front, with consumers opting for cheaper vehicles, Bahami-
ans were paying smaller premiums for third party coverage
and the like, as opposed to comprehensive policies. 

“The volume may not have gone down significantly, but the
value of those items has gone down,” Mr Bethell explained, “so
it automatically reduces the premium.” On the property insur-
ance side, customers were reducing the value of coverage, let-
ting contents insurance lapse and, for those not carrying mort-
gages, many were opting to insure for fire only.

“People have been forced to take on a little more risk, and
that’s been seen in the fact premium income has not grown,” Mr
Bethell said. “The rate of construction has declined as well.
There’s not as many new homes going up.”

On the expenses side, J S Johnson saw these fall b y 10.6 per
cent year-over-year, dropping from $21.038 million in 2009 to
$18.809 million.

Mr Bethell attributed this largely to a reduction in excess of
loss reinsurance, which fell from $4.317 million to $3.248 million,
consistent with the fall in top-line premiums paid. In addition,
J S Johnson received “some extra profit commissions”, which
saw other operating expenses fall year-over-year from $4.608
million to $3.452 million.

$6m payout
on Betty K

FROM page 1B

signed with any prospective purchaser. When
contacted by this newspaper, he replied:
“There’s only talks. We are in talks, but we
didn’t sign nothing. There’s talks going on,
but nothing’s happening.”

Still, Tribune Business sources confirmed
that the Canadian investor group seemed seri-
ous and had made progress in closing a pur-
chase of the 184-room hotel.

One contact suggested to this newspaper
that the group, if they proved successful, were

talking about bringing the Ritz-Carlton brand
to the Xanadu along with a casino, and had
also set their sights on one of the Royal Oasis
golf courses currently owned by Harcourt
Developments. A major expansion could be in
the works if the deal, which is thought to be for
less than $50 million but is still a sizeable sum,
goes through.

The Xanadu sits on some 18 acres of real
estate and, together with 804 feet of beachfront
and 2,208 feet of canals, sits on 20 acres. It
has a marina and Port of Entry with some 75
slips, and the hotel itself covers some 191,838
square feet.

Canadian investors eye Xanadu
FROM page 1B

OPENING: Peter Andrews, chairman of Bahamas Waste, at the opening of the company’s med-
ical waste facility. 
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Our people are our
competitive advantage.

At Butterfield, we pride ourselves on being approachable, disciplined and
proactive. If you embody these qualities and have the necessary experience,
you may be the one we’re looking for.

Head of Business Development  
Group Trust, Caribbean Region

Butterfield has an exciting opportunity for an assertive, proactive, experienced
and enthusiastic business development professional, with a drive for developing
business and results. The successful candidate will be responsible for business
development for Butterfield Trust, Group-wide, and in particular the Bahamas
and Cayman businesses.

Candidates should have a confident and consultative approach to business
development. Practical knowledge and experience will have been developed over
at least ten years in fiduciary business relevant to the North American and Latin
American markets, dealing primarily with high and ultra-high net worth families.
Strong interpersonal, customer service and communication skills are essential.

Ideally, the candidate will be a qualified lawyer, accountant and/or TEP with a
trust and business development background. He or she will be fluent in Spanish
and/or Portuguese, and have experience dealing with fiduciary structuring for
families with connections to North America and selected countries in Latin
America.
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Please apply by 20 May 2011 to:
Debbie Garland, Head of Human Resources 
Butterfield Bank (Bahamas) Limited
Montague Sterling Centre, East Bay Street 
P.O. Box N-3242, Nassau, Bahamas
Tel (242) 393 8622
debbie.garland@bs.butterfieldgroup.com

www.butterfieldgroup.com

able agriculture and a greater degree of
food security. 

“We are pushing a very deliberate pro-
gramme which we call Buy Fresh, Buy
Bahamian. This is an area where we want
to encourage healthy lifestyles, encourage
competitive pricing, and encourage eat-
ing local and eating fresh – strengthening
our economy through the contribution
of agriculture,” Mr Dorsette said.

Captain Randy Butler, Androsian and
president of SkyBahamas, remembers
growing up at a time when the island
teemed with agriculture, fishing, and
hunting. He hopes that the seminar will
put the spotlight on Andros once again,
and encourage an economic revival on
the island.

“I believe it’s time to come together,
put the resources together and come
back to Andros, to the Andros that was
alive. We’re talking about innovate,
invest and produce. And Andros is ready
for production,” said Captain Butler. 

Other Andros Business Outlook 2011
speakers include: Paul Crevello, chief
executive, Bahamas Petroleum Plc;
Algernon Cargill, director, National
Insurance Board; Frank Lam, agri-busi-
ness specialist with the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA); Johan Rostad, president of Car-
iluxe (Bahamas); Edmund Rahming,
president of the South Andros Cham-
ber of Commerce; Leroy Sumner, trea-
surer, T&SWCCU, past president of the
Bahamas Cooperative League; Zendal
Forbes, an educator; and Benjamin Pratt,

senior manager at the Ministry of
Tourism, Andros Office.

“We expect that the conference will
attract about 100 persons. Last year was
the first time we hosted the event, and it
was really beyond our expectations. We
are expecting that again this year, we
will have a crowd that will be very inter-
ested in what we will be discussing,” said
Joan Albury, president, The Counsel-
lors Ltd, organisers of the event.

Natural resources give Andros $141m boost

BUSINESS OUTLOOK: (From Left to Right) Eleanor Phillips of the Nature Conservancy; Joan Albury, Pres-
ident of The Counsellors Ltd; and Arnold Dorsette, Bahamas Agricultural & Industrial Corporation (BAIC)
assistant general manager at a press conference to announce the Second Annual Andros Business Out-
look.RESEARCH PROJECT: Eleanor Phillips of the Nature Conservancy explains her recent research project.
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“There was no discussion
held with the Chamber on
it, and believe this is single-
handedly one of the worst
policy decisions made by the

Government. What you’ve
effectively done now is put
local entertainment at risk.”

In eliminating the restric-
tion prohibiting internation-
al investment in restaurant
and entertainment facilities

- which has seen those
investors traditionally tied
to investing in facilities
which are "part of a hotel
resort" or of a "gourmet or
ethnic" nature - Mr Rolle
said the Government had
announced its intention was
to improve the tourism
product.

But he questioned why
“the same philosophy” was
not being used to help
Bahamian entrepreneurs
and entertainers to improve
tourism.

“I know of many Bahami-
an business people in the
entertainment business that
are struggling, and some
have gone out of business,
simply because the market is
so difficult, the business is
so difficult,” Mr Rolle said.
“There is no policy infra-
structure for them, yet the
policy infrastructure taking
place focuses on the foreign
investor over Bahamian
investors.”

Describing the restaurant
and entertainment industry
as a “dying sector” for
Bahamians, Mr Rolle point-
ed to investments made by
the likes of Al Collie, who
had pumped “millions of
dollars” into Club Luna
without receiving any gov-
ernment support for events
such as the two nights per
week dedicated to Bahami-
an culture.

The Chamber chair also
cited Club Fluid, the down-
town Nassau nightclub that
had existed for many years
and been supported by the
tourism industry, yet had
closed.

“I can think of many busi-
nesses in entertainment in
the downtown area that
have closed,” Mr Rolle told
Tribune Business. “Chez
Willie is one of them. He
lobbied day in and day out
to get support from the Min-
istry of Tourism to help him
market his product.”

Rather than focus on for-
eign investors, Mr Rolle sug-

gested that the restaurant
and entertainment sector
instead “needs better sup-
port mechanisms for
Bahamian investors.

“What the Government
also fails to recognise is that
foreign investors in areas
that Bahamians are compe-
tent in have far more
resources at their disposal;
far better marketing net-
works; far better access to
capital, because the access
to capital mechanism in the
US and anywhere else is a
lot better. They can borrow
money on their home turf
at a much lower cost than a
Bahamian would.

“They’ve got many years
of head start, greater
resources and will put out
of business a restaurant
owned and operated by a
Bahamian just through
sheer might.”

Mr Rolle added: “The
Government needs to
rethink this policy, and
needs to do it quickly,
because this is a bad deci-
sion. The policy priority is
headed in the wrong direc-
tion. Where we should be
shoring up local investors,
we are creating unfair com-
petition for them. I have had
many restaurant owners call
me, and they are hopping
angry. They are furious.”

While the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) and
Economic Partnership
Agreement’s (EPA) stric-
tures required economic sec-
tors to be opened up, Mr
Rolle said there was noth-
ing demanding this immedi-
ately, especially where the
restaurant and entertain-
ment industries were con-
cerned.

The Chamber chairman
said there had been much
speculation as to what had
driven the National Invest-
ment Policy change, but said
the Government had yet to
respond to requests for
information or agree to a
meeting to discuss the issue.
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on the Bahamas’ sovereign debt unchanged at ‘BBB+’ and
‘A-2’ for the short and long-term respectively, Standard &
Poor’s (S&P) said that excluding the $230 million gross
proceeds from the sale of the majority 51 per cent stake in
the Bahamas Telecommunications Company (BTC), the
Government’s general fiscal deficit was expected to hit 5.3
per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) for the year to
end-June 2011.

While that would still be down from the 6.6 per cent fiscal
deficit incurred in the 2009-2010 year, S&P indicated that the
near-term fiscal picture, while not dire, was not exactly rosy
either.

“In 2011-2013, we project general government deficits to
decline and average 3.6 per cent of GDP, still higher than
deficits of 1.5 per cent of GDP in 2003-2007,” S&P added.

Based on S&P’s projections, the Bahamas appears to be
stuck with above average fiscal deficits for some time,
though the Government will doubtless point to the forecast
GDP growth and likelihood it will be better able to service
its debt. 

Expand
In this context, S&P also projected that this nation’s real

GDP will expand by 2 per cent in 2011 and 2.5 per cent in
2012.

Meanwhile, the Central Bank of the Bahamas’ annual
report pegged the Bahamas debt-to-GDP ratio at year-end
2010 at 56.4 per cent, an increase of 3.5 percentage points
compared to the previous year. 

The year-end ratio was some 134.8 and 12.4 percentage
points higher than those levels achieved at year-end 2007 and
2008, respectively.

The BTC sale proceeds, while welcome, are likely to only
send the national debt back to around the $4 billion level,
given that this struck $4.251 billion at December 31, 2010.
Debt directly incurred by the Government grew $382.8 mil-
lion or 11.5 per cent during 2010 to hit $3.703 billion, a sum
equivalent to 49.1 per cent of Bahamian GDP.

Of that sum, Bahamian dollar debt stands at 78.9 per
cent of the total, having grown by $307 million or 11.7 per
cent to $2.922 billion in 2010, while foreign currency debt
grew by $75.7 million to hit $780.7 million.

“Consequently, the total national debt was higher by
$349.9 million (9 per cent) at $4.251 billion at end-2010,
although slowing from 2009’s $688.3 million (21.4 per cent)
gain to $3.901 billion,” the Central Bank annual report
said. “As a percentage of GDP, the national debt firmed by
3.5 percentage points to an estimated 56.4 percent, compared
to the 8.9 percentage point hike to 52.9 per cent in 2009.”

Looking ahead, the Central Bank said the national debt
was projected to increase moderately during 2011 to hit
$4.359 billion, a figure equivalent to 56.5 per cent of GDP.
That represents a gross increase of $108 million.

The direct charge on government, as a percentage of
GDP, is forecast to remain relatively flat at $3.748 billion or
48.6 per cent of GDP, with debt held by foreign investors
inching up slightly at $927.9 million or 12 per cent of GDP
- up from 11.9 per cent at 2010 year-end.

However, the Bahamas’ total foreign currency debt is
projected to decline slightly, falling to $1.287 billion or 16.7
per cent of GDP at end-2011, compared to $1.343 billion at
year-end 2010. The Bahamas’ debt service ratio excluding
refinancing, though, is projected to rise to 5.7 per cent of
GDP this year, compared to 3.3 per cent the year before.

The Government and public sector’s total foreign currency
debt servicing obligations increased by $203.4 million or
17.9 per cent to $1.343 billion by year-end 2010, a sum that
according to the Central Bank is equivalent to 17.8 per
cent of Bahamian GDP. Some $562.3 million of that latter
figure is held by public corporations, their foreign currency
debt rising by $127.7 million or 29.4 per cent in 2010.

Still, the Central Bank added: “Total debt service for the
public sector fell to $232.8 million from $618.4 million in
2009, when both the Government and a public entity con-
ducted significant refinancing activities.

“As a result, the Government’s debt service payments
were lower by $214.7 million at $56.9 million...... Similarly,
public corporations’ payments contracted by $170.9 mil-
lion to $175.9 million.”

Meanwhile, S&P also added that tax revenues were like-
ly “to stabilise” in the last half of the current fiscal year, while
acknowledging that the “somewhat higher debt levels” had
a “favourable” composition through its “relatively low”
external component. Just 20 per cent of the Bahamas’
national debt is in foreign investor hands.

Debt
While the national debt was set to “rise more slowly as

deficits decrease”, S&P pointed out that gross government
debt, as a proportion of GDP, had risen by more than 10 per-
centage points in three years - from 36 per cent in 2007 to 47
per cent in 2010.

Net government debt, standing at 33 per cent in 2010
(compared to 20 per cent in 2007), is projected to increase
further to 38 per cent by 2012, the increase to-date having
been fuelled by the Government’s capital expenditure and
social security spending to counter the recession’s impact.

Still, S&P said it expected “a gradual tightening of the
Government’s fiscal stance” with moves to gradually reduce
the fiscal deficit over time, hence the maintenance of a ‘sta-
ble’ outlook for the Bahamas’ sovereign credit rating.

Essentially, the S&P action maintains the status quo as far
as its risk assessment of the Bahamas goes. While the risk
associated with investing in Bahamian government debt
has not increased, nor has it decreased, and this nation will
still likely face debt servicing (interest rate) costs higher
than those attracted prior to last year’s S&P downgrade.

Elsewhere, S&P gave Kerzner International’s Bahamas
operations at Atlantis and the One & Only Ocean Club a
boost by suggesting they would not be impacted by any
debt restructuring the company would have to undertake.

“Although the Bahamas's external financing gap (defined
as current account payments plus short-term debt plus medi-
um and long-term amortisation) is high, but stable at
between 135 per cent and 140% of current account receipts
and usable reserves in 2011-2012,” S&P said.

“Importantly, the Government's external amortisation
needs are low, and the bank's foreign depositor base remains
stable. In addition, we do not expect that any restructuring
of the debt of Kerzner International, should it come to
pass, will affect the operations of the Atlantis resort and the
balance of payments.”

S&P: FISCAL DEFICITS ‘MORE THAN
DOUBLE’ FOR NEXT THREE YEARS
FROM page 1B

GOVERNMENT TOLD: ‘REVERSE
ONE OF WORST DECISIONS’

FROM page 1B

 



for which mechanic's liens
have been filed.

“The only creditors who
would not be paid in full from
the first closing are CLICO
Enterprises, the affiliate and
proponent of the plan, and
the disputed claim of the
Internal Revenue Service."

While the sums involved
may seem far short of 100 per
cent recovery for the insol-
vent insurer's Bahamian cred-
itors, Mr Gomez has been
hampered by the depressed
state of the Florida and US
real estate market, due to the
credit crunch and subsequent
recession. While he could
arguably hold out for a better
deal, this would postpone
achieving a successful sale -
and recovering anything for
creditors - for many years. 

The Florida-based real
estate project's sale is one of
two key objectives Mr Gomez
must accomplish to really get

the 'ball rolling' on CLICO
(Bahamas) liquidation. The
other is to obtain Insurance
Commission and Supreme
Court approval for the
sale/transfer of the insolvent
insurer's remaining policy
portfolio to another carrier,
likely Colina Insurance Ltd.
That, too, is thought to still
be progressing, albeit slowly.

Meanwhile, Mr Gomez’s
latest report to the Bahamian
Supreme Court on the CLI-
CO (Bahamas) liquidation
showed the insurer still faced
a $14.58 million solvency defi-
ciency, with total assets stand-
ing at $45.543 million and
total liabilities of $60.122 mil-
lion.

And he warned Bahamian
policyholders and creditors:
“The current real estate mar-
ket in the United States
remains extremely soft, and
it is very unlikely that I will be
able to realise a more than
favourable price for the
Wellington property to guar-
antee sufficient funds for me
to satisfy creditors of CLICO
(Bahamas).”

As a result, Mr Gomez said
he was proceeding with
efforts to force the insurer’s
Trinidadian parent, CL Finan-

cial, to honour a $58 million
guarantee made in favour of
the Bahamian insurer.

Meanwhile, the liquidator
said another 128 CLICO
(Bahamas) policies had been
surrendered between July 1,
2010, and December 31, 2010,
as “policyholders are of the
view that the process is taking
too long” with respect of the
portfolio transfer to Colina
Insurance Company.

Mr Gomez also noted that
there were differences
between the inter-compa-
ny/related party balances con-
tained in CLICO (Bahamas)
accounting records and those
of its affiliates.

Nothing that there was “a
significant level” of activity
between CLICO (Bahamas)
and its affiliates, Mr Gomez
added: “After further review
of the inter-company and
related party balances, I have
preliminarily concluded that
these balances are unlikely to
be collected. In due course, it
iss probable that provisions
may be needed to reflect the
uncollectible status of these
balances as reported in the
unaudited financial state-
ments.”
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.18 1.18 0.00 0.155 0.040 7.6 3.39%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
7.00 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 6.88 6.88 0.00 0.213 0.100 32.3 1.45%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.047 0.090 57.4 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.00 8.69 Cable Bahamas 8.74 8.74 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.3 3.55%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.459 0.040 5.6 1.57%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.98 6.98 0.00 0.486 0.260 14.4 3.72%
2.53 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.97 1.96 -0.01 0.111 0.045 17.7 2.30%
2.54 1.31 Doctor's Hospital 1.32 1.32 0.00 0.107 0.110 12.3 8.33%
5.99 4.75 Famguard 5.22 5.22 0.00 300 0.357 0.240 14.6 4.60%
9.00 5.65 Finco 6.50 6.50 0.00 0.682 0.000 9.5 0.00%
11.40 8.75 FirstCaribbean Bank 8.76 8.76 0.00 0.494 0.350 17.7 4.00%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 6.00 6.00 0.00 2,000 0.435 0.160 13.8 2.67%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk Hi 52wk Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

20 November 2029

TUESDAY, 3 MAY 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,450.97 | CHG -0.01 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -48.54 | YTD % -3.24

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5487 1.4525 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5487 1.48% 6.06% 1.526164
2.9814 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9814 1.15% 2.40% 2.947425
1.5920 1.5141 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5920 1.14% 4.53% 1.574964
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7049 -0.56% -15.54%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5016 1.08% 0.02%
115.7622 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 115.7622 9.58% 9.58% 114.368369
111.4697 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 111.4697 11.32% 11.32% 106.552835
1.1608 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1608 1.25% 5.20%
1.1214 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1214 0.26% 4.18%
1.1620 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1620 1.12% 5.24%
9.9952 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.9952 1.51% 6.08%
11.2173 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 11.2173 1.50% 6.41%
10.4288 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.4288 4.03% 4.29%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.5559 1.88% 8.41%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

109.392860
100.183340

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11

NAV 6MTH
1.505557
2.918697
1.555464

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Mar-11

31-Dec-10

31-Mar-11
1-Apr-11

31-Jan-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

31-Mar-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-Mar-11

31-Mar-11
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A look at economic developments and activity in major stock
markets around the world Tuesday:

___

LONDON — European stocks mostly slipped as investors
fretted about potential terrorist attacks following the death
of Osama bin Laden and higher interest rates after India's
central bank lifted borrowing costs again to fight inflation.

The retreat in markets confirmed that any early euphoria sur-
rounding the death of the al-Qaida leader has run its course as
investors focus on economic news, including monthly U.S. jobs
figures and the latest policy statement from the European
Central Bank.

Germany's DAX fell 0.4 percent and France's CAC-40
slipped 0.3 percent, but the FTSE 100 index of leading British
shares rose 0.2 percent.

___

MUMBAI, India — India's central bank raised its key inter-
est rate by half a percentage point, its ninth hike in just over a
year. The central bank warned that persistent inflation is threat-
ening growth in Asia's third-largest economy.

India's Sensex fell 2.4 percent.
Elsewhere in Asia, Australia's main S&P/ASX 200 fell 0.8

percent even after the central bank decided to hold its key
interest rate at 4.75 percent. Reserve Bank of Australia Gov-
ernor Glenn Stevens warned that recent flooding and a cyclone
was likely to have shrunk the Australian economy during the
first three months of this year.

South Korea's Kospi tumbled 1.3 percent and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng Index fell 0.4 percent.

Bucking the trend in Asia, mainland Chinese shares rose as
markets reopened following Monday's May Day holiday. The
Shanghai Composite Index gained 0.7 percent.

Japan's stock market was closed for a holiday.
___

LISBON, Portugal — Portugal is girding to find out the
cost of its international bailout, as local authorities and foreign
officials enter the final stretch of negotiations on the terms of
a loan expected to be in the region of $119 billion.

___

ATHENS, Greece — Restructuring Greece's massive debt
would be a "huge mistake" that would freeze it out of bond
markets for another 10-15 years, Finance Minister George
Papaconstantinou said.

___

BERLIN — An industry group said orders for German
machinery rose 18 percent in March, showing that demand is
still growing strongly.

Germany's economy, Europe's biggest, grew last year in
part due to booming foreign demand for specialist products such
as machinery, as the global economy recovered from its deep-
est recession since World War II.

___

FRANKFURT, Germany — The European Central Bank
will underscore its determination Thursday to keep raising
interest rates as it tries to restrain inflation, even though high-
er borrowing costs will add pressure on the debt-laden
economies of Greece, Ireland and Portugal.

As the rest of Europe's economy shows strength, the ECB is
increasingly making it clear that it alone can't help the so-
called eurozone periphery through its debt crisis.

By pressing ahead with interest rate increases — and halting
its purchases of government bonds of troubled countries — the
bank is making it clear that it expects the affected govern-
ments and the EU's political leaders to do more.

___

MILAN — A new study said the global luxury goods market
rebounded in 2010 because holiday shoppers spent more than
had been expected.

A study by Bain & Company for an association of Italian lux-
ury producers says the market was worth $254 billion in 2010,
surpassing levels from before the financial crisis.

GLOBALECONOMICNEWS
associated press

BARRY HATTON,
Associated Press
LISBON, Portugal 

A Portuguese official
says the country has nego-
tiated an international
bailout worth ?78 billion
($115 billion).

The government official,
speaking on departmental
rules of anonymity, told
The Associated Press the
amount includes aid for
Portugal's cash-strapped
banks. 

The official did not pro-
vide further details.

Portugal's interim prime
minister announced the
financial rescue package
for his ailing country will
cover a three-year period.

Prime Minister Jose
Socrates, whose govern-
ment quit last month, but is
running the country ahead
of a June 5 election, says
Portugal "got a good deal"
after more than two weeks
of negotiations with the
International Monetary
Fund, the European Cen-
tral Bank and the Euro-
pean Commission.

OFFICIAL: PORTUGAL
BAILOUT TO BE 
$115 BILLION 

NEW YORK 

After two weeks of strong earnings pumped up the U.S.
markets, weak results from Pfizer and others deflated a broad
earnings rally, at least for today.

The world's largest drug maker posted lower than expected
quarterly results Tuesday, slowing a parade of positive corpo-
rate reports. Clorox, Molson Coors Brewing Co., and Beazer
Homes also slipped after announcing weaker earnings.

That sent broad indexes such as the Standard & Poor's 500
lower. The Russell 2000, an index of small companies, lost 1.3
percent. The S&P 500 fell 4.60 points, or 0.3 percent, to 1,356.62.
The Nasdaq composite fell 22.46, or 0.8 percent, at 2,841.62. The
Dow Jones industrial average inched out a gain of 0.15 percent
to close at 12,807.51.

Randy Bateman, chief investment officer and president of
Huntington Asset Advisors, said some kind of weakness was
natural following a mostly positive earnings season. About 65
percent of companies in the S&P 500 have reported their
results, and earnings are up about 21 percent from the same
period last year, according to FactSet.

"We've had such a strong, hard run for the entirety of the
year in the face of an awful lot of adversity," Bateman said.
"Investors are going to sit back a little bit and say, 'How much
more good news is out there?'"

Pfizer Inc. fared worst in the Dow Jones industrial average
Tuesday, losing nearly 3 percent after the company reduced its
revenue forecast for 2011.

Clorox Co. fell 3.6 percent and Molson Coors Brewing Co.
fell nearly 6 percent after each reported lower net income
compared to the same period last year. The consumer goods
maker and beverage company both blamed higher costs for raw
materials for the decline.

Beazer Homes USA Inc. slipped 5 percent. The homebuilder
reported a larger-than-expected loss because orders for new
homes fell, reflecting continued weakness in the housing indus-
try.

$40m for CLICO’s
Bahamas creditors
FROM page 1B

STOCKS WOBBLE AS EARNINGS RALLY SLOWS 

WEAK RESULTS: In this photo from Monday, Jan. 31, 2011, the
Pfizer logo is displayed at the drug company’s world headquarters in
New York.
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Suite 5, Jasmine Corporate Center, East Sunrise Highway, P.O. Box F-42655, Freeport Tel. 351-3960
A member of Colonial Group International: Insurance, Health, Pensions, Life

Health insurance for small groups enjoys the

same outstanding service, benefits and

coverage experienced by large employers.

Small groups, from construction to consultancies, enjoy

comprehensive cover for very competitive premiums. Our

priority is to maintain more choice, coverage and care for

your premium based on reliable and accurate underwriting.

Why settle for cover that offers anything less than...

Stop loss protection for overseas care

Comprehensive benefits and fast claims settlement

Pharmacy benefits at home and overseas

Widespread acceptance of I.D. card, competitive premiums

Call 326-8191(Nassau) or 351-3960 (Freeport)
or visit www.cgigroup.bm

Colonial Group International is
rated A-(Excellent) by AM Best.

PremierHealthLean, mean business machines.
Affordable health insurance for small
business groups.

JANNA HERRON,
AP Business Writer
NEW YORK 

Treasury prices edged up
Tuesday despite an
increase in April car sales
and an upbeat factory
orders report.

The price of the 10-year
Treasury note rose 19 cents
per $100 invested in late
trading. 

Its yield, which moves in
the opposite direction, fell
to 3.26 percent from 3.28
percent late Monday.

Automakers reported
that smaller cars sold well
in April as gas prices rose.
Analysts expect auto sales
to rise by 19 percent from
last year.

In a separate report, the
government said business-
es increased their factory
orders in March for the
fifth straight month.

Even so, traders expect
the Federal Reserve will
maintain its current policy
of keeping interest rates
low to spur the economy.

Auction
Investors will factor in

new supply of notes and
bonds on Wednesday when
the Treasury announces
how much of three-year
and 10-year notes and 30-
year bonds it will auction
off next week.

"I wouldn't be surprised
if the bond market starts to
run out of steam soon,"
said Josh Stiles, analyst at
IDEAGlobal.com.

Traders also are looking
toward April's employ-
ment data due out Friday.
An increase in hiring that
exceeds expectations over
the next several months,
could prompt the Fed to
change its monetary policy,
Stiles said.

In other trading, the
price of the 30-year bond
rose 44 cents per $100
invested, while its yield fell
to 4.36 percent from 4.38
percent. 

The yield on the two-
year note edged up to 0.61
percent from 0.60 percent.

MARTIN CRUTSINGER,
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON 

Businesses increased their demand for
industrial machinery, computers and autos
in March, lifting factory orders for the fifth
consecutive month.

Orders rose 3 percent in March after a
0.7 percent increase in February, the Com-
merce Department reported Tuesday. A
key category that signals business invest-
ment plans jumped 4.1 percent after a small
increase in February and a big decline in
January. Excluding the volatile trans-
portation sector, orders rose 2.6 percent.

The March increase pushed total orders
to $462.9 billion, up 31.2 percent from the

recession low hit in March 2009.
Analysts noted that the March increase

was partly driven by higher oil prices that
increased the costs of petroleum products.

But the report also supported evidence
that the manufacturing sector has been one
of the strongest segments of the economy
since the recession ended nearly two years
ago. On Monday, the Institute for Supply
Management reported that manufacturing
activity rose for a 21st straight month in
April. Joshua Shapiro, chief U.S. econo-
mist at MFR Inc. in New York, said the
solid March increase in factory orders
showed the January-March quarter ended
with momentum, an encouraging sign for
future economic growth.

A weak dollar is making U.S. exports

cheaper overseas and tax cuts are encour-
aging business investment in capital goods.

For March, orders for durable goods —
items expected to last at least three years —
rose 2.9 percent. That's slightly better than
a preliminary estimate the government
reported last week.

Demand for nondurable goods rose 3.1
percent. Petroleum products increased 7.8
percent. Much of that gain reflected higher
prices. Orders for transportation rose 6.2
percent. Demand for autos increased 4 per-
cent, nearly double the 2.2 percent rise in
February. Automakers are benefiting from
rising sales over the past several months.

Orders for commercial aircraft rose 0.9
percent after much bigger increases in the
previous two months.

Businesses ordered more
factory goods in March 

TREASURY PRICES
EDGE UP DESPITE
UPBEAT FACTORY
ORDER REPORT

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya)  
ASSEMBLY LINE: 2012 Ford Focus vehicles are assembled at the Michigan Assembly Plant in Wayne, Mich., Thursday, March 17, 2011. 

MARK JEWELL,
AP Business Writer
BOSTON 

MasterCard Inc. shares rose
to their highest level in nearly
three years Tuesday after the
payment processor posted a
higher-than expected first-quar-
ter profit. The company also
reported consumers continue
to swipe credit and debit cards
more frequently despite higher
gasoline and food prices.

MasterCard also benefited
from a global economic recov-
ery that's driving faster growth
in card use overseas than in the
U.S., despite Japan's natural
disaster and nuclear crisis, and
heightened political unrest in
the Middle East.

Shares of MasterCard rose
$8.02, or 2.9 percent, to $283.31
in afternoon trading, after
climbing as high as $286.80 ear-
lier in the session. The stock
last traded at that level on June
25, 2008, before the financial
crisis.

Chief Financial Officer Mar-
tina Hund-Mejean told analysts
that card use rose at a slightly
faster rate in the first four
weeks of April compared with
the first quarter, despite con-
sumer pressures including high-
er food costs and gas hitting
nearly $4 a gallon in the U.S.

However, Hund-Mejean
warned that a prolonged rise in
prices could begin to hurt Mas-
terCard. "Over the long term,
the inflation could be crowding
out other discretionary pur-
chases that people can be mak-
ing," she told a conference call.

There's little sign of that hap-
pening so far. MasterCard said
its net income rose to $562 mil-
lion, or $4.29 per share, in the
three months ended March 31.
That was up from $455 million,
or $3.46 per share, that the Pur-
chase, N.Y.-based company
reported in the same period last
year. Revenue rose 15 percent
to $1.50 billion, with about 60
percent of revenue coming
from outside the U.S.

On average, analysts polled
by FactSet expected earnings
of $4.08 per share on revenue
of $1.45 billion. Purchase vol-
ume increased 13 percent from
the year-ago quarter to $545
billion. Much of that growth
came from outside the U.S.
Purchase volume worldwide
excluding the U.S. increased
16.5 percent. U.S. purchase vol-
ume rose 7.4 percent.

The company also noted its
revenue growth was helped by
more consumers traveling
across borders and using credit
and debit cards. That type of
spending jumped 18.5 percent
during the period.

MASTERCARD 1Q
EARNS CLIMB,
SHARES JUMP 

ALEX VEIGA,
AP Real Estate Writer
LOS ANGELES 

Beazer Homes USA Inc. slid to a loss in
the first three months of the year, hurt by
falling home values and rising foreclosures
in the Las Vegas market.

The homebuilder also reported sharp
drops in new home orders and closings for
the quarter, reflecting the lack of federal tax
credits that helped boost home sales indus-
try wide a year ago.

The lackluster sales trends in the midst of
the spring home-selling season and rela-

tively weak sales in April prompted the
Atlanta-based company to cut about 130
full-time jobs as part of a cost-saving effort
expected to save more than $20 million
annually. 

Ian McCarthy, Beazer's president and
CEO, said new home orders improved
every month from December to February,
but declined in March, even as customer
traffic rose.

"Sales patterns continue to be erratic
and do not indicate real evidence of a sus-
tained improvement," McCarthy said.

Beazer's new orders dropped 26.7 per-
cent to 1,194 homes, while closings fell 31.1

percent to 573 homes. Several large home-
builders reported similar declines for the
period last week. 

Builders saw sales surge last spring
thanks to federal tax credits. That incentive
expired at the end of last April, however,
and new home sales ended up dropping
last year to the lowest level on records
going back nearly a half century.

New home sales rose 11 percent in
March from February to a seasonally
adjusted rate of 300,000 homes, the first
monthly increase since December. That
sales pace is still well below what econo-
mists consider healthy, however.

Beazer Homes USA Inc. posts a loss in fiscal 2Q 



Jeffarah says:
The Queen looks the same as usual I guess. But

wow Camilla I guess Princess Diana pulls your toe
late at night cause all that lack of sleep is haunting
you in the face. Yikes! The queens face is tighter
than yours. What happened? Anyway moving right
along. As for the ensemble, what can I say you,
look fine minus the ugly turned up hat.

Alesha says:
At her age, the Queen is still looking very nice.

Her stylist picked out the perfect dress for her, sim-
ple is always best most of the time. The bride’s
mom, Carole Middleton pulled off the simple look
as well but that color did not do anything for her at
all. Last but not least, Camilla, oh Camilla, I actual-
ly like the pleats at the end of the dress and the
style is beautiful but I don’t think she pulled it off
how it was meant to be.

Jeffarah says:
And now drum roll please, and lets roll out

tracks for the longest train in history.Well, the
dress of the century, let me say this first off the
dress is perfectly fitting, its classic with a modern
touch and I guess it is suitable when the caliber of
an event as such is taken into consideration. But I
must admit at first glance I was not entirely
impressed or blown away by it for that matter.
The lace accents on the sleeve as well as on the
trail is nice but it didn’t have a wow factor and it
didn’t make up for all the mystery and secrecy
behind its unveiling. I think have seen better but I
must give it to her she looks gorgeous.

Alesha says:
I would have to say “picture PERFECT” I did

not get the chance to watch the entire wedding
ceremony, but the little part I did manage to catch
had me stunned when I saw Princess Catherine’s
dress. The dress was no “backless” or “off the
shoulder” kind of thing you would see these days
at weddings BUT it was extremely elegant and fit
for a queen, she carried herself like a queen in the
dress even before she said “I do.” And Prince
William in that uniform just says “sexy.”

KING OF THE DANCEHALL 
TO IGNITE THE BAHAMAS

GREEN SCENE: THE RIGHT
VEGIES TO SURVIVE THE HEAT

BAHAMIAN PRODUCERS SET
TO BRING FRESH NEW SOUND
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BRITISH SOCCER PLAYER DAVID BECKHAM, LEFT, AND 
HIS WIFE, BRITISH FASHION DESIGNER VICTORIA BECKHAM

BRITAIN’S QUEEN ELIZABETH II IS FLANKED BY CAROLE 
MIDDLETON, LEFT, AND CAMILLA, DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 

SWEDEN'S CROWN PRINCESS VICTORIA AND PRINCE DANIEL

Jeffarah says:
OMG where do I start? First off

let me just say I think the couple
looks absolutely astounding. If you
ask me they stole the show with
their fashion and were actually giv-
ing Kate and William a little bit of
competition. Victoria love the
shoes and the dress hiding that
baby bump. But the highlight of
the outfit is the hat. It underscores
the entire look its simple suitable
and elegant. David you look very
classic as well love the length of
the coat and the top hat, reminds
me of a magician!

Alesha says:
Besides the fact that I absolutely

love love love this couple, Victoria
and David are just so hot as a duo.
As hideous as the hats were, Victo-
ria’s hat was the best of the bunch,
and David can wear anything and
pull it off and those shoes were to
die for. The lady is pregnant and
she managed to step out in those
amazing shoes, Louboutins red
bottoms of course.

Jeffarah says:
Princess Victoria love the color

of the dress! 

Alesha says:
Everything is just on point

Princess Victoria! The shoes, the
colour, the simple hat and jewels,
the clutch, everything. I like the
bun in the back of her hair as
well, very elegant.  

BRITAIN'S PRINCE WILLIAM AND HIS WIFE KATE, DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE

I
t was the social event of the century- the
Royal wedding of England’s Prince
William to Kate Middleton.  And of

course in complete British tradition, West-
minster Abbey was filled with colourful

frocks and outrageous hats as the 1900
guests waited for the arrival of the bride
wearing the most anticipated wedding
dress since her late mother in law-
Lady Diana Spencer thirty years ago.

Looking back Tribune’s own fashion
police weigh in on the fashion state-
ments of the day.

CONT’D ON PG 2C

AP PHOTOS
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ROYAL WEDDING
FASHION POLICE

FROM PG 1C

BRITIAN’S PRIME MINISTER DAVID CAMERON, 
RIGHT, AND WIFE SAMANTHA CAMERON

Jeffarah says:
My My My, Samantha Cameron you

look older than your husband in this
dress. There are so many things wrong
with your look. But I see you tried to keep
things a little hip with your nude pumps.
And whatever that orange thing is in your
hand I hope you used it to wipe your tears
because wrapping that thing around you
probably only attracted attention that you
didn’t need. The only thing dearing about
your look is the absence of your hat I
guess it screams “screw you all” (British
accent) without actually saying it. High
five to you. But hey look on the bright
side at least one of you look good. Koodos
to Prime Minister David Cameron.

Alesha says:
Everyone is saying Samantha Cameron

is the only VIP to NOT wear a hat to the
Royal Wedding, I am not mad at her at
all. On the other hand, that dress is way
too dry for the occasion, nothing about
her outf it says “look at me,” so she  might
as well have worn a hat to get some att-
tention.

Jeffarah says:
Now I see where Bahamian church going

women got the hat trend from. Because at
the royal wedding hats were everything. For
example, look at Princess Beatrice. Her
ensemble looks simple from the neck down.
Now look at what a difference her hat
makes.  It’s that little thing that accents an
outfit and she looks outstanding. This
reminds me why I love European fashion so
much because its out of the box and edgy.
She looks great and so does her sister
Princess Eugenia.

Alesha says:
Okay, the most talked about hats at the

wedding, I never laughed so much after see-
ing these two hats. The blog sites went crazy
saying Princess Beatrice’s hat was the worst
thing since Aretha Franklin’s Inaguration
hat. Royal wedding viewers took it as far as
creating a facebook page making fun of her
hat. Princess Eugenie’s colours were very
pretty but once again, that hat did not make
the cut.

BRITAIN'S DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER NICK CLEGG AND HIS WIFE MIRIAM
Jeffarah says
It’s a bird, it’s plane, no wait, it actually is a

bird sitting on the side of her head. I’m sorry
whatever it is it looks ridiculous. And whose
Harley Davidson you been riding with those
gloves Miriam?

Alesha says:
I don’t have anything much to say about

this dress or whatever that is on her head, the
shoes were nice however.

BRITAIN'S PRINCE ANDREW, CENTER, AND HIS DAUGHTERS 
BRITAIN'S PRINCESS EUGENIE, LEFT, AND BRITAIN'S PRINCESS BEATRICE

Jeffarah says
Chelsy Davy your suit is nice. Love the

shoes. But my the unidentified person next
to you looks really cute. Love the jacket, the
hat and the shoes. Well put together ladies!

Alesha says:
They both pulled off a simple classy look,

after all, it was a “royal” wedding. Nice Ladies,
the end.

BEST MAN PRINCE HARRY’S ON-AGAIN-OFF-AGAIN GIRLFRIEND 
CHELSY DAVY, LEFT, AND AN UNIDENTIFIED PERSON
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MAY 6 - FRIDAY
“PRIMARY COLORS” 
ART EXHIBITION

• Arjuna Watson opens an exhibition of
new works entitled “Primary Colors”, 6pm-
9pm in the Central Bank of the Bahamas'
Art Gallery. Exhibition runs until May 31. 

MAY 6 - FRIDAY
BAHAMAS HARVEST
CHURCH’S LEADER CAST

• Bahamas Harvest Church presents
Leader Cast, a leadership development
event broadcasted live from Atlanta for
every leader at every level who aspires to
articulate and demonstrate the power of
change through positive leadership. 8am-
4pm. Cost: $159/early registration (ends
April 22); $179/late registration. T: 364-
6266. 

MAY 7 - SATURDAY
KINGDOR FOUNDATION’S
11TH ANNUAL GALA BALL

• The Kingdor National Parkinson Foun-
dation presents its 11th annual Gala Ball
under the theme “Celebrating the Dance of
Life” featuring Grammy-award winning
guest artist, Peabo Bryson. Dress: black tie.
Cocktails: 6.45pm. Dinner: 7.45pm. Dona-
tion: $200. Tickets available at the Christian
Bookstore, Rosetta Street, and 100% Bible
Bookstore, Madeira Street.

MAY 7 - SATURDAY
FIESTA DE MAYO: A 
CULTURAL FUSION

• Celebrate the 1st annual benefit for the
Lignum Vitae Centre of Hope with the
“Fiesta de Mayo”, a cultural fusion featur-
ing sangria, Latin-infused food and multi-
level entertainment including The Illest.
7pm at Old Fort Bay Club. Dress: Island
Chic. Cost: $100. Tickets available at Cus-
tom Computers Limited.

May 7 - Saturday
QUEEN’S COLLEGE PTA
STEAK OUT & FAIR

• Queen's College PTA presents the
annual Steak Out & Fair, 12pm to 6pm at
Village Road Campus. Come & enjoy steak
& chicken dinners, Curry Cafe, carnival
rides, games & prizes, sports tournament,
Charlie the Yellow Bahamian kids show,
face painting, water slide (bring a swimsuit),
and so much more. $1 Admission includes
access to all day talent show. 

MAY 7 - SATURDAY
SAC-A-RAMA

• The St Augustine's College Alumni
Association presents the annual Sac-A-
Rama celebration for the whole family.
12pm-11:30pm. Activities and goodies
includes raffles, home cookery stalls, steaks,
cakes, conch fritters, games, entertainment,
prizes, the popular dance and much more!

White House Studio/ Sagini
Records merged in 2008 to
take the next step in produc-

ing quality music in the Bahamas to
make a local impact as well as leaving
a mark on the international music
scene. 

Mark Johnson and Julio Hall aka S’Voyce
have undertaken a mission to produce a new
sound. 

Julio says “We want every artist and project
that is produced and engineered by Mark or I
to have its own style, flavour and uniqueness.” 

It is a primary concern of everyone on the
team to bring out the unique voice of each
artist and bring out the best in each individual
while creating a sound for each one that fit’s
the personality and style and voice of the
respective artist. 

According to Julio, many artists lose their
individual sound by trying to copy the artists
that are “hot” at the time, emulating their
delivery style and forgetting their own ideas
which makes everyone sound alike. Mark and
Julio want to create music that stands out,
incorporating also various musical genres rang-
ing from indigenous Bahamian sounds
and mixing it with mainstream pop,
soul, hip hop as well as the sounds of
the wider Caribbean region, predomi-
nantly reggae. 

Incorporating traditional Bahami-
an music makes the productions very
“exciting” as Julio says and he credits
Mark with the creation of many sounds
incorporating the drums and horns of
the Junkanoo style. Besides the sound
of course there is also a presence of
Bahamian culture in the productions.
Regardless of genre the lyrical con-
tent may also be a homage to the home of the
artistes and producers. 

White House was originally established as a
private studio in 1985 by sound engineer Mark
Johnson and it is fully equipped with the latest
equipments, instruments, software, hardware
and plug ins which makes the studio the place
to be for the production of the finest quality
sound. 

Julio Hall aka S’Voyce brought his label,
Sagini, and his skills to the team in 2008. Dur-
ing the recording of his single "I Can Feel "
Julio’s lawyer Chanta Cleare introduced him to
Mark Johnson. 

A subsequent dialogue with Mark produced
a recording contract and lead to the recording
of “Ooh Don't Give Up,” which was started in
the fall and released a year later. After realis-
ing how much work they had gotten done as a
team the idea of a label company was consid-
ered and White House/ Sagini was born. Mark
and Julio work comfortably together, learn-
ing from and teaching each other about dif-
ferent times in music. Mark is from the knowl-
edgeable old school style while Julio is from the
new school enjoying loud and fast paced
sounds. Now, they get to blend both into a
new product. 

Julio has always been interested in music
and ambitious to start his own business. With
a two year course in law behind him and music

in his blood inherited from his father Alfred
Bob Hall, a well known guitar player and music
composer as well as Jamaican relative Wee-
Pow, founder and owner of the world’s most
famous sound system Stone Love, Julio decid-
ed to establish his label, Sagini in February
2003. 

Julio Hall is an engineer and producer, as
well as an artist. With more than 8 years of
production experience under his belt he is
still excited to work with gifted and talented
fellow producers and artists. Some of the
artistes Mark Johnson and Julio Hall have
worked with locally include Cyeon, Jah Quest,
Tada, Believe, David Hanna and Rebirth. 

As an artist Julio aka S’Voyce is also ready
to get to the top working and planning projects
involving also various international acts. His
latest single and video “Ooh Don‘t Give Up“,
directed by Ryan Lightbourne, is now in inter-
national rotation and he is well on the way to
make a name for himself not only in the
Bahamas but around the globe. The motivat-
ed young artist has a soul sound with a reggae
edge, and his lyrics tend to be centered around
real life experiences that his listeners can relate
to. 

White House/Sagini produces other artists
and current projects include some of the most
outstanding names in the young league of
Bahamian artists such as Alia Coley, Sosa
Man, Mdeez, Geno D, Mr Lynx and Chase
Fernander. Knowing about the amount of
outstanding talent across the Bahamas, Mark
and Julio are always on the look out for good
local talent to develop, produce and record
with.

How can White House/ Sagini change the
Bahamian music scene and its perception inter-
nationally? Well, it is all about creating a bet-
ter and outstanding style of music combating
the notion of being second rate for being from
a music market not recognised fully as yet.
Julio and Mark think outside the box and strive
to be known “as the first Bahamian music
label to have created the box for others to
think out of”, as Julio expresses it. 

The Bahamian music scene has been grow-
ing steadily over the past few years but there
is still a lot of space for growth also as it per-
tains to the recognition and respect for the
work of local producers and artistes alike,
who wish to make a living of their craft. Right
now the label is appreciative of the support of
the Bahamian people who give them room to
grown while they take the island knowledge
and musical flavour of the Bahamas around
the world. 

T H I N G S2DO

ADDING A 
NEW VOICE TO
BAHAMIAN MUSIC

‘‘We want every artist and
project that is produced and
engineered by Mark or I to
have its own style, flavour
and uniqueness. – JULIO HALL

Julio Hall aka S’Voyce 
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LAS VEGAS
Associated Press

POLICE in Las Vegas say
rapper and reality television
star Flavor Flav was arrested
on four outstanding misde-
meanor warrants for driving
offenses.

Las Vegas police Officer
Marcus Martin said Monday
the entertainer whose real
name is William Jonathan
Drayton was arrested Friday
night after a traffic stop east
of the Las Vegas Strip.

Martin says Drayton had
two outstanding warrants for
driving without a license, one
for driving without insurance
and one related to a parking
citation.

Martin says Drayton is no
longer in custody.

It wasn't immediately clear
whether he had a lawyer or
when he is due in court.

Flavor Flav was a member
of Public Enemy, and has
remained in the spotlight in
recent years through appear-
ances on several cable reality
shows.

By SUMMER MOORE
Associated Press

" S U M M E R and the City: A
Carrie Diaries Novel" (Balzer +
Bray/HarperCollins), by Can-
dace Bushnell:

Candace Bushnell, author of
"Sex and the City," the book
that inspired the HBO series
and two movies, has taken on
the daunting task of attracting
readers to her new young adult
s e r i e s .

"Summer and the City," her
second book in the series, is a
mixed bag. It is set in the early
1980s. Carrie has just graduated
from high school and is planning
to attend Brown University in
the fall. She's been invited to
participate in a writing class in
New York City for the summer.

On her first night in the city,
Carrie meets party girl Saman-
tha Jones. Samantha takes her to
an event where Carrie meets an
older, recently divorced and
incredibly handsome playwright.
That is how Carrie begins her
adventures as a writer in Man-
h a t t a n .

Carrie spends the summer
mulling over her dream of
becoming a famous writer while
hoping to win the affection of
her mysterious older boyfriend.
Bushnell does a great job of
entwining sexuality as a recur-
ring theme in the book, but as a
PG-rated version for her
younger audience.

Carrie falls in love with Man-
hattan, and even the most jaded
New Yorker will appreciate her
discovery of the city's charms.
But the similarities end there. In
trying to craft a stand-alone
series, Bushnell strays so far
from the characters that it's diffi-
cult to stay engrossed in the sto-
ry. And avid fans will notice
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s .

"Summer and the City" would
have been a terrific young adult
book if Bushnell had introduced
four new characters. The prob-
lem is readers' history with Car-
rie, Samantha, Miranda and
Charlotte, and their devotion to
these characters might be the
downfall of this series.

Bushnell’s new ‘Carrie Diaries’ novel a mixed bag REALITY TV
STAR FLAVOR
FLAV ARRESTED
IN LAS VEGAS

ON THE SET: Coaches from “The Voice” show include some of the
most influential names in all of music such as Blake Shelton, Christi-
na Aguilera,  Cee Lo Green, and Maroon 5 lead singer Adam Levine
along with former MTV host Carson Daly.

By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Reporter

THEIR backs are turned
to the singers during
their performances, if

the voice sounds inspiring, or
touching they simply press a
big red button to turn their
chair around and see the
singer for the first time.

The singer lands a spot on the
team of whichever judge turns their
chair around first. By the way, the
judges are four of the most influen-
tial names in all of music.

But here’s where things get a little
bit unusual. If more than one of the
judges turn their chair, the power
shifts to the artist who then can
decide which superstar’s team is the
right fit for them, their voice, and
their style of music. Now the coach-
es who are also competing to set up
the best team must convince the
artist to join their team. If no coach
turns their chair then the artist is
out of the competition. Once the

teams have been selected the four
coaches will personally train the
eight artist shaping them into future
stars.

Once the blind auditions are fin-
ished, the judges will proceed to the
next stage of the competition, which
involves whittling down each team
until only one person receives the
honorable title of "The Voice." The
winner will receive a record deal
with Universal Republic and
$100,000.

This is not the traditional singing
show. And this is no American Idol
either because how a singer looks,
what they wear, or even their age
cannot influence the coaches. On
this show the only thing that matters
is “The Voice”.

“The Voice” differentiates itself
from other singing shows through
its emphasis on pure talent. The
show has no age restrictions, or any
limitations on who can audition. The
only thing that coaches are influ-
enced by during the blind auditions
is the artist’s voice. “The Voice”
makes it very clear that pure talent
is the one thing that matters and

not any exterior image they might
be projecting.

In addition to the shows emphasis
on pure vocal talent, "The Voice"
also assigns much more significant
roles to the judges. Firstly, the
judges are all accomplished singers
including pop star Christina Aguil-
era, country hit machine Blake Shel-
ton, Maroon 5 lead singer Adam
Levine and Cee Lo Green, the soul
machine himself. They all have the
duty to train the artist on their team.

“The Voice” premiered last week
Tuesday on NBC. It is a refreshing
and much more entertaining spin
on the regular singing shows. And it
also gives a more closer look into
the personality of the superstars.
Who would have ever thought that
Adam Levine and Blake Shelton
had such sense of humour. 

Though “The Voice” hasn’t, com-
pletely reinvented the singing show
game, “The Voice” exceeds reality
show expectations and offers a fresh,
perspective on becoming the next
big singer.

The Voice airs on NBC every
Tuesday at 9pm.

THE VOICE
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Just a few images of what we the
Bahamas looked like 40...50...60...

years in the past 

In 1948, St Augustine’s Monastery, under the leadership
of Father Ephraem, imported a herd of French Alphine
goats and started a small farm producing goat milk for
sale to Nassau residents.
With other forms of agriculture, the Monks were self
sustaining. The monastery later became the Catholic
School SAC. The farming ceased in 1958.

BY ROLAND ROSE 

The month of May
Although summer is offi-

cially still half a season
away there will be days

during May that will be very
summery: hot, humid and
stormy. The dry season is still
with us but will be punctuat-
ed by more frequent thun-
derstorms. 

As the temperature rises there
are fewer vegetables we can
grow. The cool weather plants
like lettuce, spinach and peas
have had their season and even
beets, cabbage and beans are
becoming marginal.

Some vegetables respond to
the warmer weather. Vine plants
like cucumber and squash can
have a last fling, while watermel-
ons and cantaloupes show signs
of maturity.

Peppers love warm conditions
but may need a little shade dur-
ing the middle of the afternoon
to protect fruits from sunscald.
Anaheim, ancho and cubanelle
peppers are good candidates for
late spring and early summer
c r o p s .

The finer the tomato leaf the
better equipped the plant is to
withstand heat. It is time to
eschew large-fruited slicing toma-
toes and sow Roma, San
Marzano and cherry tomatoes.
Many varieties of cherry tomato
are quite large, approaching the
size of a golf ball, and do excel-
lent service as salad tomato sub-
s t i t u t e s .

Many fruits make their appear-
ance during May, including wax
jambu, sapodilla, muntingia.
jaboticaba, and early Barbados
cherry. Dillies grow wild and if
you know where to look you will
be rewarded by a sweet bounty
that is free. Dilly fruits are rather
unprepossessing in appearance
but make up for that in taste.

We cannot wait any longer to
get summer annuals into the
ground. We can choose from por-
tulaca, gerbera daisy, zinnia,
Mexican sunflower, marigold,
cosmos and vinca (sailor’s but-
ton or periwinkle). New Guinea

impatiens takes the heat but not
direct sunlight so is best grown in
areas on the north side of a resi-
dence where it can receive early
morning or late afternoon sun
but not direct midday sun.

The most obvious sign that sum-
mer is around the corner is the
appearance of the first poinciana
flowers. By June the trees will be
aflame with blossoms and settle-
ments throughout the islands will
become more delightfully pic-
turesque. 

Other bloomers starting their
season in May include crepe myrtle
and frangipani. I love to see deep-
coloured crepe myrtle flowers
hanging over a wall and the lighter
coloured varieties are refreshing,
if somewhat messy. Bridal bouquet
usually starts to bloom in April but
by May is approaching its best.
Bridal bouquet will continue
blooming all through summer and
autumn before taking a rest early in
the new year.

May is the month when our

national flower takes its rest from
blooming. Yellow elder is one of
the most  cheerful garden
denizens and is missed when the
flowers disappear. Around Nas-
sau there are many tabebuia trees
that have similar bright yellow
flowers and these make it so we
do not miss yellow elder too
m u c h .

Warm weather increases insect
activity. Pests like mosquitoes,
doctor flies and yellow hannas
tend to attack us while other

more insidious insects attack our
crops. The best protection is pro-
vided by the regular use of a mild
soap solution delivered by a
hose-end sprayer. The soap solu-
tion does not have to be very
concentrated as a little soap goes
a long way. There is also no need
to add hot pepper sauce or garlic
to the solution; mere stickiness
does the job.

• gardenerjack@coralwave.com

ABLE TO TAKE THE HEAT: Cubanelle peppers can
withstand more heat than regular bell peppers.

TOUGH: Mexican sunflower makes a cheerful addition to
the summer garden and is very heat and drought tolerant.
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By LESH

DANCEHALL VETERAN and star, Bee-
nie Man will be the headliner this
summer as he is prepared to take the

stage in Nassau on Saturday June 4, at Club
Luna. Hennessy Artistry Bahamas in associ-
ation with Burns House Group of Companies
have teamed up to bring you the most excit-
ing concert in the Bahamas this year.

With hundreds of massive hits like “Girls Dem Sug-
ar”, “Wickedest Slam”, “Healer”, “Ole Dawg”, “Who
Am I (Sim Simma)”, “Dude”, “Boss Man” and “King
of the Dancehall”, Beenie Man was destined to rank
top of the dancehall charts. With Grammy-nomina-
tions, high climbing record sales, and his greatest
dancehall hits, he has earned the title “King of the
Dancehall.”

According to promoters, with just a simple mention
of this international phenomenon’s name, it instantly
has patrons out of their seats, so seeing him live and
listening to his lyrics is expected to draw a large num-
ber of music patrons from the Bahamas. 

" It is impossible to listen to the local airwaves in
the Bahamas and not hear the latest hit song “I’m
Okay”, as it is presently in heavy rotation.

“This summer’s concert is expected to be memo-
rable. Beenie Man’s constant mention of Hennessy in
his dancehall hits, emphasized that the recognition of
the value of Hennessy has hit the Jamaican entertain-
ment scene," promoters stated.

Also, as Bahamians love the vibes of reggae and
dancehall music, this definitely raised the idea for
Hennessy Artistry Bahamas to feature the Dancehall
veteran in its upcoming summer event. Hennessy
Artistry promotes the art of blending various genres
and talents of the world’s top artists globally. 

" We have each event to feature some of the most
cutting edge and formidable names in music today,
one being Beenie Man himself,” Answell Johnson,
Hennessy Brand Manager explained.

The Hennessy Artistry gives dancehall music
patrons the chance to win one of twenty five general
passes, one of fifteen VIP passes, and one of ten plat-
inum passes to see Beenie Man live in concert with
the purchase of any bottle of Hennessy at selected
Burns House and Butler & Sands locations. In addi-
tion, Beenie Man fans are able to win concert tickets
through the event’s page – “Hennessy Artistry
Bahamas” on Facebook. Trivia questions will begin
the first week in May. For further information face-
bookers are welcomed to visit the event page.

Tickets to the concert are set to go on sale May 2 at
designatedoutlets in Nassau that include Burns House
Locations: JFK - Independence Liquor Store- Saun-
ders Beach - Caves Village, Captain’s Cabin and the
Mall of Marathon. The concert’s general admission
cost is $25 in Advance/$35 at the Door, VIP- $45 in
Advance/$55 at the Door and Platinum cost is $125.

By LESH

LAST MONTH, The Queen B
teamed up with First Lady Michelle
Obama and her ‘Let’s Move!’ cam-
paign initiative to promote and help
better living and eating habits for
c h i l d r e n .

According to reports from ABC
and the Huffington Post, Beyonce's
contributions to the campaign
include an up-tempo pop song
encouraging listeners to "move your
body" and an accompanying music
video in which she teaches a cafeteria
full of kids a cardio-heavy dance rou-
t i n e .

Any real "Bey" fans would notice
that the new exercise video is a
remake or a simmered down version
of her 2007 hit "Get Me Bodied."
While the original song and video
included her sexy dance moves and
her famous back ground dancers, the
"move your body" video features a
combination of talented kids who
were dancing next to Beyonce. They
all wore white t-shirts and blue jeans,
how cute. Beyonce wore jean shorts
with her white tee and green colored
leg warmers and stiletto heels of
course, only Beyonce can pull that
o f f .

This fun and energetic song fits all
age groups, anyone can enjoy the
song as well as the video, I'm think-
ing this is a new song for the gyms as
well, it’s so upbeat.

I guess people can say what they
want to about Beyonce, but you have
to give it to her, when she delivers,
she gives you nothing but the best.
Kudos to her.

According to the Washington Post:
"A White House spokesman said
that the first lady and her team
weren’t involved in the making of the
clip but that Beyonce is “a great
example of how people can get
involved with ‘Let’s Move!’ and bring
this message to more and more
young people."

"In 2010, Beyonce made a casual
White House visit with her husband,
rapper Jay-Z, and sang at a state din-
ner a couple of months later. But her
new music video finds her not just
supporting the Obamas but getting
behind an actual policy initiative,"
the site stated.

By LESH

IT WAS no surprise to me last week after Casey
Abrams, also known as the growl man, got eliminated.
I was thinking his time had expired from the first time
America had voted him out of the competition and
the judges carelessly used the ONLY wild card to save
h i m .

This elimination episode was not one of my favourites
and I’m sure other AI fans would agree with me. The
group performances were all over the place and Ryan
took far too long with coming out with the results, too
much stalling can kill the show and the audience.

Following the footage of the royal wedding, the top
six contestants took to the medleys of Carole King, as I
previously stated, the performance was all over the
place, but as always it was entertaining. They shouldn’t
really take the group performances too serious any-
way, it is all about having fun because at the end of the
day, someone is going home.

We can’t forget to add the little cute and creative Ford
music videos, right after the video was a performance by
a past AI first runner up contestant, Crystal Bowersox,
it was not so bad.

Just when we thought the results was about to come,
Ryan calls up all of the contestants one by one, Haley is

the only one who knows for sure she is safe, she was sent
to safety, Haley is surprising the heck out of me, she is
really doing her thing. I would of never dreamt she
would be lasting this long in the competition.

Next up to be called was sexy Scotty, my heart instant-
ly dropped when Ryan told him he was not “safe” as yet,
Scotty was sent to sit on the couch. Ryan calls up anoth-
er favourite of mine, Alaina, and does the exact same
thing he did to Scotty, she was not totally “safe” as
y e t .

The suspense had me on edge, I know they are by far
the best in the competition but you never know with
A m e r i c a .

Ryan calls Casey and continues to do the same thing
as if no one is safe from the competition. James Durbin
is called up and Ryan reveals to him that he is indeed
safe. Jacob is left, so Ryan calls up everyone and sends
Lauren to safety, finally!

That left Scotty, Jacob and Casey in the three spots in
the bottom three. Jacob is sent to safety, then I could not
believe my eyes because Scotty was still in the bottom
three, I could not believe what I was seeing. As always,
Scotty’s talent saved him and he is safe, Casey was sent
packing finally.

This week, the contestants will be performing under
the theme “Now and Then,” singing a recent song and
an old song from back in the day.

• Ya Hear Chris Brown tying the
knot?Well apparently this was the
rumor floating around last week
that the R&B singer got engaged to
model and gal-pal Karrauche Tran.
This news spread like wild fire on
the net however Brown shot down
any speculation that he put a ring
on it.

• Ya Hear Mariah Carey had the
twins? April 30 was a very special
day for Mariah not only because of
couple’s anniversary but because
she gave birth to a 5 lbs baby girl
and baby boy. Mariah delivered the
babies at 12.07pm in Los Angeles at
an undisclosed hospital. 

• Ya Hear Wiz Kalifa and Kanye
West fought over Amber Rose?
This was also a rumour floating
around about the two. However
Wiz Kalifa is denying that an alter-
cation between him and Kanye
West ever existed. Rumours sug-
gested that Wiz confronted West
backstage at Coachella following
Kanye's set, during which he took a
lyrical jab at ex-girlfriend Amber
Rose, who is currently dating Khali-
fa. 

• Ya Hear Flavor Flav got arrest-
ed? Flavor Flav was pulled over for
a routine traffic violation, upon
which police discovered that the
Public Enemy MC had outstanding
warrants for driving without a
license, driving without insurance
and a parking violation.

YA H E A R
G O S S I P  C O R N E R

The growl man eliminated, again

HENNESSY ARTISTRY BRINGS THE KING OF
THE DANCEHALL TO IGNITE THE BAHAMAS

VIDEO R E V I E W

‘‘This summer’s concert is expected to be mem-
orable. Beenie Man’s constant mention of
Hennessy in his dancehall hits, emphasized
that the recognition of the value of Hennessy
has hit the Jamaican entertainment scene.

HENNESSY ARTISTRY

BEENIE MAN

STEFANO 
LANGONE
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WHILE some celebrities are
really good role models, some of
them on the other hand demon-
strate just what we should not
do. For instance, going under the
knife countless times to get fea-
tures like a cat (Joceyln Wild-
stein) or totally changing our
skin colour (Michael Jackson).
They might appear very put
together on the outside but the
truth is some of the people who
we admire and look up to are
some of the most insecure,
unsatisified, and unhappy people
on the planet. And by looks of
these images all of that is quite
evident. Now go on and look!

Amanda Lepore

Joan Rivers

Donatella Versace Jocelyn Wildenstein

Janice Dickenson

Michael Jackson

Lil Kim

B E F O R E AFTER

B E F O R E AFTER

B E F O R E

B E F O R E

B E F O R E

AFTER

AFTER

AFTER

B E F O R E AFTER B E F O R E AFTER



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

With the XVI Pan
American Games
scheduled for October
in Guadalajara, Jalis-

co Mexico in October, the Bahamas
Olympic Committee is hoping to
ensure that they select the best team
possible to represent the country.

During a press conference at their
office yesterday, BOC secretary gen-
eral Rommel Knowles issued a stern
warning to all athletes who receive
subvention by the International
Olympic Committee solidarity pro-
gramme.

“They must compete at the Pan Am
Games if they hope to compete in the
Olympic Games,” said Knowles. 

“This is mandatory because of the
funding we receive and how well our
athletes progress. There’s the possi-
bility that those athletes who do not
compete at the Pan Am Games could
lose their IOC funding in terms of sol-
idarity. So for those athletes who may
be experiencing some medical chal-
lenges, I suggest very strongly that
you contact the president or any mem-
ber of the BOC and state your case.”

So far, some $125,000 has been allo-
cated for the preparation of the ath-
letes during the IOC subvention pro-
gramme and the BOC has another
$50,000 available for athletes in prepa-

ration for the Pan
Am Games,
scheduled for
October 14-30.

Knowles said
BOC president
Wellington Miller
will announce very
soon just how
much funding will
be available as
well for athletes in
preparation for the
London 2012
Olympic Games.

“So we would like to encourage
those athletes that are under subven-
tion by the government and those that
are under subvention by the Bahamas
Olympic Committee through the
International Olympic Committee that
it is mandatory that you compete in
the Pan Am Games,” Knowles said.

Don Cornish, a BOC vice president
who just recently returned from Mex-
ico where he attended the Chef de
Mission meeting in Mexico, said
everything is coming into place and
they are just waiting to complete the
August deadline for the athletes’ rep-
resentation at the games.

Like the XV Pan American Games
that was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
in 2007 when the Bahamas was repre-
sented by some 70-100 persons, Cor-
nish said he expects that athletics,
swimming, tennis, sailing and boxing
will once again carry the bulk of the

athletes in Mexico.
“The games are being hosted prin-

cipally in new facilities. It’s a very cost-
ly undertaking,” Cornish stated. “Most
of the preparations are well advanced.
They are anticipating most of the facil-
ities to be ready by July, which is pret-
ty ambitious. But we look forward to
having a very competitive team in
place. This year, we are hoping to get
as many people qualified by August so
that they can meet the deadlines and
we can be properly prepared.”

With the IAAF World Champi-
onships set for Daegu, South Korea, in
September, Cornish said they may be
affected, but he said they anticipate
having all of the top athletes in Mexi-
co as the Bahamas put its best foot
forward.

“We want to be as successful as pos-
sible and we want strong teams to be
assembled, so we will challenge the
various associations to send us their
best athletes and their best teams.
Obviously, they will have to do the
qualifying standards, so we’re hopeful
that by the end of the qualification
process in August-September, we will
know where we will be in terms of
our preparation.”

Unfortunately, the Bahamas will
not have any team sports qualified
like baseball, basketball, football, rug-
by sevens, softball or volleyball, the
latter of which Cornish is responsible
for as president of the Bahamas Vol-
leyball Federation.

“We will have to begin the process
earlier,” said Cornish in trying to
explain what route they need to take
to ensure that the Bahamas is in a bet-
ter position to qualify, taking in
quadruple games in perspective.

“I think we need to stop looking at
the Pan Am Games as a sub games
and see it as equally important
because it does involve the best coun-
tries in the west from Canada, the
United States, Puerto Rico, Cuba, all
the way through.”

Cornish said hopefully through their
planning, they can take in the prepa-
ration of all of the games from the
Central American Games to the Pan
American Games to the Common-
wealth Games to the Olympic Games
each year, starting in 2012 for the 2016.

“It also would mean that the sports
federations will have to get the sup-
port of the athletes, the professional
athletes, whatever sports they play, to
encourage them to make themselves
available,” he said.

“A lot of times, once they get into a
system, it’s difficult to get them to
come back, simply because there’s no
financial benefits here in the Bahamas
for them in representing the Bahamas.
It’s all about national pride.”

With so much talent on the inter-
national scene, Cornish said there’s
no reason why the Bahamas’ flag can’t
be raised in some other sports other
than the traditional athletics, swim-
ming and boxing.

By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

THE Bahamas has more
than a month of preparation
before they continue their
progression in the NACRA
Men's 15s Caribbean Cham-
pionships.

After a 13-10 loss to
Bermuda last weekend at the
National Sports Center in
Hamilton, Bermuda, the
Bahamas is now relegated to
the loser's bracket and antic-
ipates hosting the next match
at home.

In the opposite end of the
bracket, Mexico is scheduled
to take on Cayman Islands in
Mexico City on May 15. The
winner will take on Bermuda
while the loser will face the
Bahamas in Round Two
North.

The win for Bermuda
placed them on top of the
NACRA North Zone, Round
Two.

In the final of South Zone
Round One, Barbados just
edged the British Virgin
Islands 19-13.

Bahamas Rugby Football
Union (BRFU) director
Elystan Miles foreshadowed a
tough match ahead for the
Bahamas against Cayman or
rising power Mexico.

"At the last Caribbean
Championships, we beat Mex-
ico to finish fifth, but Mexico
is becoming a real challenge
in the region but in the very
short period of time they have
the potential to develop into a
powerhouse," he said.

Against Bermuda, Greg
Fraser's late game penalty
kick helped Bermuda suc-
cessfully protect home field
with a thrilling 13-10 win over
the Bahamas.

The Bahamas reached the
scoreboard first on Shawn
Kemp’s opening try which
Kacey Charlton converted for
a 7-0 lead, but Bermuda was
able to come from behind.

Bermuda scored on a
penalty from Fraser, and
grabbed the lead for the first
time when Conor McGlynn
scored the team's only try
which Fraser converted to
take the lead on a go-ahead
penalty kick for a 10-7 lead
into the half.

Windy conditions played a
big factor throughout the
game, with the Bahamas
going against the wind in the
crucial second half.

Bermuda dominated the
time of possession in the sec-
ond half but a stout defensive
effort from the Bahamas kept
them at bay and denied a
game-clinching try.

With less than five minutes
to go, that defense transi-
tioned to a scoring opportu-
nity when the Bahamas
picked off a pass and moved
into scoring position. 

A penalty kick from Duran
Beadle shortly thereafter tied
the score at 10 before Fraser's
late match heroics.

The Bahamas is currently
ranked second to Bermuda in
the North Caribbean group,
fourth overall in the
Caribbean behind Trinidad,
Guyana and Bermuda.
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DIGGER – An Aquinas College senior girl takes part in the Bahamas Association of Independent Secondary Schools’ volleyball season which got started on Monday. The senior
girls began play yesterday. They will play again Thursday.

SEE more photos on page 2E

BAISS volleyball ‘digs’ off

Bahamas 
has tough

match ahead
against 

Cayman or
Mexico
RRUUGGBBYY

Heat beat
the Celtics
in Game 2

See page 8e

Athletes who get subvention must compete in 
Pan Am if they hope to represent at Olympics

KNOWLES
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BAISS Volleyball HIGHLIGHTS

PLAY ACTION – The Bahamas Association of Independent Secondary Schools’ volleyball (the final sporting discipline of the year) season
got started on Monday. Here, the senior girls can be seen playing yesterday. They will play again Thursday. The junior boys and girls will
begin competition immediately following the completion of the senior divisional play.
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By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

IN an effort to improve the
quality of their product, the
Bahamas Olympic Commit-
tee will be taking advantage
of the service of Canadian
intern Colin Whitmee.

During the next 12 months
that Whitmee will be in town,
he will be working directly
with the BOC with its
Olympic Solidarity Move-
ment and its member associa-
tions.

While here, Whitmee will
also have the task of meeting
with both the Ministry of
Tourism and Ministry of
Youth, Sports and Culture to
get a better understanding of
how sports functions in the
country and its strengths and
weaknesses.

BOC secretary general
Rommel Knowles introduced
Whitmee to the media yes-
terday. Knowles said he
brings a wealth of experience,
managing multi-games and
working with the Zeus data-
base programme that will out-
line the profiles of all athletes.

Stating that he is fortunate
to have been afforded the
opportunity to work with the
BOC, Whitmee said while he
intends to share some of his

experiences gained in Canada,
he will certainly be taking
back what he has learnt to his
country.

“I think there’s a very
strong possibility of mutual
benefit here,” said Whitmee,
who came through Canada’s
compassionate programme
that is funded by the Com-
monwealth Games Canada,

Commonwealth Games Fed-
eration and the Olympic Sol-
idarity.

Programme
A total of 15 persons have

been disbursed through the
programme to work with var-
ious countries within the
Commonwealth.

“The Zeus on-line system
is one of my primary respon-
sibilities. It’s an on-line data-
base of the athletes,” Whit-
mee said. “Historically, that
information is not available
when countries send their ath-
letes to compete. Zeus has
been seen as the answer to
some Olympic countries and
Commonwealth Games asso-

ciations. This is how their
information is disseminated.”

Whitmee, however, said
he’s looking forward to hav-
ing the dialogue with the Min-
istry of Tourism and the Min-
istry of Youth, Sports and
Culture, as well as the affili-
ated federations and associa-
tions with a view of under-
standing how sports works in
the Bahamas and provide
some recommendations on
the way forward.

Unlike the Bahamas, Cana-
da has such a large reservoir
that their Olympic Commit-
tee and their Commonwealth
Games Committee are sepa-
rate and a part from each oth-
er. “That’s how huge the
Commonwealth Games Asso-
ciation really is,” Knowles
said. “In the Caribbean, we
see it as a small thing because
it’s managed by the NOCs.
Canada has a huge Common-
wealth Games committee,
separate and a part from their
Olympic Committee.”

In addition to that, Whit-
mee revealed that there are
two phrases to the Common-
wealth Games Committee -
that one sends the teams off
to compete in the games and
the other that works with
sending the personnel off to
improve their technical rela-
tionships internally and exter-
nally.

Whitmee said that while he
has only been in town for a
week, he intends to share his
expertise in helping the
Bahamas to develop the same
type of model that is current-
ly being used in Canada.
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VVOOLLLLEEYYBBAALLLL
DDEEFFEENNDD YYAA SSPPIIKKEE 
TTOOUURRNNEEYY
THE Defenders Vol-

leyball Club - inclusive of
the Scotiabank Defenders
and the Johnson’s Lady
Truckers - in conjunction
with the Bahamas Volley-
ball Federation, is sched-
uled to host their first
Defend Ya Spike Club
Invitational May 13-15 at
the Kendal Isaacs Gym-
nasium.

All local teams, both
male and female, interest-
ed in participating should
contact a club member as
soon as possible. The
deadline is set for Thurs-
day, May 5.

International players
from Jamaica, Trinidad &
Tobago, Haiti, Canada
and the United States are
expected to be in town to
participate in the tourna-
ment.

CCYYCCLLIINNGG
JJAARR SSEERRIIEESS
THE Jeff’s Auto Rac-

ing Club is slated to con-
tinue its short course road
race series 5:30pm today
at the Clifton Heritage
parking lot. There will also
be a road race 8:30am Sat-
urday.

BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL
BBSSCC PPLLAAYYOOFFFFSS
THE Baptist Sports

Council will continue its
postseason with the start
of its 19-and-under and
men’s best-of-three cham-
pionship series at the Bail-
lou Hills Sporting Com-
plex Thursday night. 

In the 7pm opener, Mt
Tabor Full Gospel will
take on Agape Full
Gospel. That will be fol-
lowed by the men’s game
between the defending
champions Temple Fel-
lowship and first year
Hope Center.

BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL
NNAATTIIOONNAALL TTEEAAMM 
PPRRAACCTTIICCEE
THE Bahamas Basket-

ball Federation is all set
to begin preparation for
the Caribbean Basketball
Championships at the
Kendal Isaacs Gymnasi-
um tonight.

The federation has
announced that practice
for the women will begin
at 6pm and that will be
followed by the men at
8pm. Both practices are
open to all players inter-
ested in making the teams.
And the Bahamas is
scheduled to host the
CBC for the third time
July 25 to August 5 at the
gymnasium.

sports inbriefWhitmee working with BOC on 
the on-line database of athletes

BOC EXECUTIVES welcome Colin Whitmee to the Bahamas. Shown (l-r) are Al Dillette, Whitmee, Rommel Knowles, Don Cornish and
Wellington Miller.

COACHES Cardinal Moncur and Donna Lundy with the Yellow Elder primary girls volleyball team.

By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

AFTER dominating the
New Providence Primary
Schools Sports Association’s
girls volleyball tournament for
the third consecutive year,
coach Cardinal Moncur is
preparing to take some of his
Yellow Elder players off to
another AAU invitational
tournament in Florida.

Yellow Elder clinched the
title at the Kendal Isaacs
Gymnasium April 12 with a
25-8 and 25-6 sweep over
Claridge Primary and now
they are looking forward to
making an impression when
they play on June 10-11 in
Lakeland, Florida.

Moncur, a former national
team distance runner, said he
was proud of the achievement
of their three-peat champi-
onship feat. 

“The players from the
school are young,” Moncur
said. “Last year’s team was a
little older. But we have more
height this time, as opposed to
last year.”

However, Moncur said the
team certainly lacks the expe-
rience of the previous team,
so he feels that with time the
team should be able to devel-
op that.

“What we are looking for
on this trip is to get them
some exposure,” Moncur said.
“We were given the opportu-
nity to go to the AAU

Nationals a couple days after
this pre-season tournament.

“But we are not ready. So
we’re just going to go to the
pre-tournament where we will
meet teams that are going to
the AAU Nationals, which
will give us an indication of
what to expect if we decide
to go to the tournament next
year.”

With a major sponsor on
board, Moncur said they will
travel as the D’Albenas Heav-
enly Angels Volleyball Club
to participate in the tourna-
ment.

Additionally, Moncur said
as a club, they will get to use
the services of a couple play-
ers who just recently gradu-
ated from Yellow Elder to
assist the young players from
the school’s championship
team.

“The average age of the
players we are taking are 11,”
Moncur noted. “But we are
taking three players from AF
Adderley and seven from
Yellow Elder so that we will
have some experience to
work with.

“The teams they are play-
ing against have already
played some 15-20 games
going into the tournament. So
it’s going to be difficult for us
to take the team without any
experience. But we feel we
have a good team lined up to
compete.”

Two of the players from
Yellow Elder expressed their
delight in being afforded the

opportunity to travel to this
year’s tournament. 

Deandra Thompson, the
head girl at Yellow Elder, is
competing on the team for the
first time but she fitted right
in and was able to make a
contribution to their success.

“It was good. It was tough.
We didn’t play like how we
played in our practices,” she
said. “We had to really step it
up when we played in the
tournament.”

Confident
If their performance was

any indication, Thompson
said she’s confident that they
are ready to travel to the tour-
nament to compete at a high-
er level. “We just need a little
more practice to get right
there,” she said. “We need to
work on focusing on the game
a little more and paying atten-
tion to where the ball goes.”

But Thompson said Mon-
cur is a “drill master,” who is
not only trying to ensure that
they play their best in the
game, but that they also
exceed in their academics.

And Octavia, the 11-year-
old team captain, said they
went out and they performed
as expected during the pri-
mary school tournament. 

“Last year, when we
played, it was a little better,
but this year, we have a team
that played very tough,” she
stated. “If we go to the tour-
nament and play like that, I’m

sure we can come back home
and make our school very
proud.”

She credited coach Moncur
for “putting a lot of pressure
on us” to win and that is one
of the reasons why they go
out and “perform to the best
of our ability.”

While the players pride on
playing volleyball, Moncur
said they are also doing
extremely well in the class-
room.

“We have a well-balanced
mixture of sports and educa-
tion,” Moncur said. “The
head girl and deputy head girl
are on the team and we also
have two other girls who
could have easily been in their
position.

“So academically, they are
doing very fine and we watch
their grades. We have told
them that to be a part of this
programme, we want to see
an upward trend, not just
playing volleyball, but with
their education as well.”

He mentioned principal
Catherine Mackey and grade
level teacher Barbara Moss
for sticking with their pro-
gramme and allowing the
players to develop their con-
fidence.

Last year, Moncur took the
D’Albenas Heavenly Angels
Club and ended up third in
their initial appearance in
Florida where they partici-
pated in an AAU 12-and-
under tournament in Fort
Pierce.

Yellow Elder girls set to take their 
‘winning ways’ to Florida tourney
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