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CHURCH WOMEN
IN GUN HORROR
n One dead, her friend left ‘critically ill’
n Mum died ‘holding her baby’s hand’

SOURCES CLAIM
the deceased is
Carol Jean-
Jacques (pictured),
an employee at a 
nearby grocery 
store.

TOP: The body of the victim
lies at the scene.
ABOVE LEFT: A crowd gath-
ers after the fatal shooting.
ABOVE: The police provide
comfort for distraught
friends and family.

Felipé Major/Tribune staff

A 31-YEAR-OLD mother was shot and
killed yesterday in a drive by shooting that
left a baby girl traumatised and a second
woman critically injured, according to Tri-
bune sources.

The two-year-old child was still in the
woman’s arms when she fell to the ground,
persons at the scene said. 

“She said ‘mummy, mummy, mummy.’
She was holding her mom’s hand saying
‘let’s go moms, let’s go moms.’ She was

holding her hand trying to pull her,” said a
source.  

Sources claim the deceased is Carol
Jean-Jacques, a employee at a nearby gro-
cery store. The fatal bullet hit her in the
upper chest. Grocery bags lay on the
ground next to the slain woman, when
police arrived at the scene. 

The two women were walking home
from a prayer meeting when they stopped

SEE page 17

By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

REPRESENTATIVES
from the National Devel-
opment Party and the
Bahamas Democratic
Movement were scheduled
to meet again last night at
the home of Independent
MP Branville McCartney
as plans for the formation
of a third-party alliance

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

THE country has mecha-
nisms in place to detect if
trace amounts of radiation
from Japan's stricken
nuclear power plants have
travelled this far, according
to government officials. 

So far there have been no

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT: The Bartlett
Hill Primary has been tem-
porarily closed as a result of a
“serious” rodent infestation
at the school in Eight Mile
Rock.

The school was closed since
Wednesday and parents were
told to keep students at home
for the rest of the week.   

By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

ANOTHER high school
stabbing has left a 12th grade
student in hospital.

The Ministry of Education
confirmed that two male stu-
dents at C R Walker Senior
High School got into an alter-
cation – reportedly over a girl
– which resulted in one of
them being stabbed.

Initial news reports claimed

STABBING AT HIGH
SCHOOL LEAVES 
STUDENT IN HOSPITAL

SEE page 16

SEE page 15

SEE page 16

SEE page 17

NDP, BDM MEMBERS
SCHEDULED FOR BRAN
TALKS ON THIRD PARTY

THE BAHAMAS ‘HAS
MECHANISMS TO
DETECT FOR TRACES
OF JAPAN RADIATION’

‘SERIOUS’ RODENT
INFESTATION CLOSES
SCHOOL TEMPORARILY

                  



ADDRESSING 250 mem-
bers of the prestigious Toron-
to Board of Trade yesterday,
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham spoke about the conse-
quences of the global eco-
nomic collapse for the
Bahamas and his governmen-
t’s efforts to deal with it.

The Bahamas, he said, is in

the process of repositioning
its financial services sector in
partnership with the private
sector to produce a new
strategic framework for finan-
cial services.  

“We expect to adopt new
securities legislation and reg-
ulations in the very near
future so as to fully modernise

our securities industry and to
prepare the way for the
Bahamas to become an
IOSCO A-signatory country,”
he said.

Mr Ingraham said the
Bahamas’ recovery from the
recession “is largely reflected
in improvements in the key
tourism sector and by accel-
erated infrastructural devel-
opments undertaken by the
government.

“These infrastructural
works have included the $400
million redevelopment of our
principal airport, the largest

public sector project under-
taken ever in the Bahamas,
funded in its entirety by non-
government guaranteed bond
and repayable from user fees,
the creation by a public/pri-
vate sector company of a new
$70 million cargo port just
outside the City of Nassau
and the $200 million road and
public utility upgrade cur-
rently ongoing in the
Bahamas.”

Mr Ingraham added that
the government of the
Bahamas sees itself as a facil-
itator of business.

“We are engaged in a con-
tinuing process of reforming
our legislative and regulato-
ry frameworks, he added.

“Within the past year we
have enacted a new Business
License Act which has
streamlined the process of
doing business in the country.
And we have enacted new
domestic and international
insurance legislation to mod-
ernise our laws,” Mr Ingra-
ham said. 

Canada is a world leader in
renewable energy and the
prime minister invited this

country’s leading businessmen
to seek out similar ventures
in the Bahamas.

“We are conscious of the
leadership Canada is provid-
ing in important segments of
the green industries, in par-
ticular waste to energy enter-
prises. The Bahamas would
welcome Canadian business
investing in this area as well as
in recycling opportunities that
exist in the Bahamas,” he
said.

The prime minister is on the
final leg of his trade and
investment mission to Canada.
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GRACE and Peace Wesleyan Church, Twynam
Heights is presenting the Story of Jesus in the form of
a “Drive Thru” for the entire family. The event will
cater soley to vehicular traffic on the grounds of
Grace and Peace Church, Portland Boulevard,
Twynam Heights on April 10th -19th from 8pm to
10pm. Cars only, donations are encouraged, drinks
and snacks will be on sale.

WITH THREE major public infrastructure pro-
jects near completion, Minister of Public Works
and Transport Neko Grant and officials toured the
construction sites yesterday.

Accompanied by various stakeholders, Mr Grant
surveyed the National Emergency Management
Agency headquarters, Saunders Beach land-
scaping and bathroom facilities, and the new Bay
Street straw market.

PM tells Toronto Board of Trade of economic challenges

Grace and Peace Wesleyan
Church presents the Story of
Jesus in ‘Drive Thru’ form

TAKING A LOOK: Agriculture min-
ister Larry Cartwright (right) joined
Neko Grant, Minister of Public
Works and Transport, and Robert
Hall, Cavalier Construction as they
surveyed the nearly completed $11
million straw market on Bay Street.
Mr Cartwright, along with various
tourism stakeholders, said that the
industry has been working “fever-
ishly” to train Bahamians on every
island to use indigenous products.
The rocks that line the right wall
were brought in from Long Island.

TALKING BUSINESS: Minister of Public Works and Transport Neko
Grant tours the future headquarters of the National Emergency Man-
agement Agency with Captain Stephen Russell, the agency’s chief. The
$1.7 million project was awarded to Ran Mar Precision Development
Co Ltd and is expected to be completed by the end of September. The
6,000 sq ft structure will feature emergency overnight accomoda-
tions for up to 20 persons, and a state-of-the-art emergency operation
and communications centre. Capt Russell said that the agency expects
to fully move into the new facilities at the beginning of 2012.

Public Works and
Transport Minister
tours local projects
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By CELESTE NIXON
Tribune Staff Reporter
cnixon@tribunemedia.net

THE Bahamas Electricity
Corporation has defended its
refusal to give in to union
demands amid renewed
protests by managerial staff. 

In a statement released yes-
terday, BEC responded to pub-
lic statements made by the
Bahamas Electrical Utility
Managerial Union (BEUMU)
in connection to ongoing con-
tract negotiations.

The BEUMU, which repre-
sents around 100 BEC man-
agers, has been at odds with the
corporation over the terms of a
new industrial agreement since
the old one expired in October
2007. In addition, the union
continues to request back-pay
for 320 hours allegedly owed
to its members due to changes
in the Employment Act which
came into effect in 2003.

However, the corporation
said there is “no legal basis” for
this claim, as managerial
employees are not covered by
this part of the Act.

Meanwhile, during their
lunch hour yesterday afternoon,
25 BEUMU members con-
ducted a march between Bail-
lou Hill and Tucker Roads to
display their frustration over
the ongoing contract negotia-
tions – the latest in a series of
such demonstrations.

Ervin Dean, BEUMU presi-
dent, said that by conducting
the march, they were “demon-
strating our disdain with the
leadership of the corporation
and we intend to elevate our
action.

"We want this leadership to
lead by example and comply
with the industrial agreement

and the laws of the Common-
wealth of the Bahamas.

“We want the industrial
agreement to move forward
and to be compensated for our
losses.”

In its response, BEC also
defended its decision to make
salary deductions to manageri-
al staff that publicly participat-
ed in an earlier 'sick out', claim-
ing the deductions were "in
alignment with the provisions
of BEC'S industrial agreement
with BEUMU”.

However according to the
union, all employees are
allowed two sick days per
month without a note from the
doctor. A BEUMU represen-
tative added that BEC bosses
“should have a better skills at
interacting and resolving indus-
trial relation matters”.

BEC insists it is still open to
negotiations with the union, but
would like its employees to take
into account the current eco-
nomic climate and the financial
burden that BEC customers are
already facing due to rising fuel
costs.

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE Court of Appeal is
deciding whether to quash the
conviction of a former police
officer or order a retrial on
armed robbery charges.

The justices reserved their
decision yesterday after hear-
ing the appeal of former police
Constable Tarquin Kelly, 30.

Kelly was convicted and sen-
tenced last year to 15 years in
prison by then Senior Justice
Anita Allen for the armed rob-
bery of three brothers in Eliza-
beth Estates in December 2008.

At the time, Kelly was on
suspension from the police
force. Kelly, who represented
himself at his appeal hearing,
submitted that the police had
not followed the proper process
in their investigation, particu-
larly in terms of failing to allow
the victims the chance to iden-
tify the accused by sight.

He noted that the prosecu-
tion’s case relied heavily on
voice identification.

The three alleged com-
plainants claimed they recog-
nised his voice as being that of
their assailant, although they
were not able to visually iden-
tify him at the time of the inci-
dent. 

Justice George Newman not-
ed that a face-to-face con-
frontation would have added
nothing to the prosecution’s
case as voice identification had
been relied on.

Kelly also asked why the
judge had allowed a dock iden-
tification if the prosecution’s
case relied on voice identifica-
tion. He also noted that there
were numerous inconsistencies
in the evidence of the com-
plainants.

Kelly told the appellate court
he was an innocent man and
was in the company of his girl-
friend when the incident
occurred.

Crown prosecutor Franklyn
Williams conceded that the
face-to-face identification had
been inappropriate.

What was clear, he said, was
that when the complainants
lodged their complaints they
identified Kelly as the assailant.

He noted that there was no
other evidence besides the
voice identification, but con-
tended that this could be used
as long as the proper directions
were given to the jury.

The appeal was heard yes-
terday before Justices Christo-
pher Blackman, Abdulai Con-
teh and George Newman.
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BEC defends refusal to
yield to union demands

SIGNS OF DISCONTENT: Managerial staff of BEC took to the streets yesterday.

APPEAL JUSTICES RESERVE THEIR
DECISION IN ARMED ROBBERY CASE 

COURT OF APPEAL

New protests by
managerial staff
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SHOW US THE MONEY: Protesters state their case. 

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

I should be grateful if you
would publish the following
tribute to the late Hervé Kele-
com, who was Honorary Con-
sul for Belgium in the
Bahamas from 2003 until his
death last month. Having
returned to his native Bel-
gium for specialist medical
treatment, he passed away
after a long illness which he
endured with courage and
dignity.

Hervé’s consular colleagues
and many other friends in the
Bahamas have sent private
messages of condolence to his
family, and in particular to his
daughters and his wife,
Dominique, whose devoted
and loving care of him over a
long period was an inspira-
tion to those who knew them
both.

As a mark of respect and
as a tribute to him, members
of the Diplomatic and Con-
sular Corps observed a min-
ute’s silence at a recent offi-
cial function; and, as presi-
dent of the Honorary Con-
sular Corps, it is fitting for me
to offer a separate and more
reflective appreciation. 

It is also a privilege to be
able to pay my respects to
Hervé as a person and to con-
sider the achievements of a
man who always put others
before himself and delighted
in bringing pleasure to other
people. For me, he was not
only a colleague but also a
much valued friend.

Hervé and Dominique
moved to Nassau in 1995 and
became permanent residents
some two years later. He had
earlier worked as a com-
modities broker in London,
Brussels and the Philippines. 

From the beginning of their
time in the Bahamas both of
them became active in the
local community. 

Hervé was a supporter of

education and the arts and
was on the boards of several
charities. He soon gained a
fine reputation for his contri-
bution to a range of local
causes and organisations – for
example, Rotary (he was due
to become president of East
Nassau Rotary Club in 2005);
the Nassau Music Society (he
was the instigator of the
Moscow Soloist Concerts in
2003); the Endowment Fund
for the Performing Arts of
which he was a Trustee; and
the International Cultural
Committee (as well as partic-
ipating in the annual cultural
weekend he helped to organ-
ise an international beer fes-
tival each year to raise money
for various charities).

He was also involved in
property development and
advised European companies
seeking to invest in the
Bahamas. He was appointed
Belgian Honorary Consul in
July, 2003 and played a keen
role both in assisting his fel-
low countrymen and in the
activities of the Honorary
Consular Corps itself.

Sadly, in 2005 Hervé had a
serious accident when on a
Rotary mission one weekend
to deliver items which had
been donated to people in
need. 

He fractured an arm and
wrist after falling from the
delivery truck and subse-
quently suffered an aneurysm
while undergoing an opera-
tion. The odds were against
his recovery. However, fol-
lowing various medical pro-
cedures and with the help of
friends and colleagues –
together with the unwavering
love and support of

Dominique – his health was
gradually restored until some-
time later he was struck down
by illness and was eventually
forced to move to Belgium
for treatment.

His friends and colleagues
in the Bahamas were deeply
saddened that he had suffered
such misfortune; but one par-
ticular friend of his remarked
at his funeral service in Bel-
gium that he had faced sev-
eral difficult situations during
his lifetime and always picked
himself up and bounced back
because he was courageous
and positive in his approach
to life.

He inspired the interest and
affection of other people as a
result of his openness, decen-
cy, friendliness and enthusi-
asm, and he was widely
admired for his commitment
in helping others and for his
selfless contribution to the
community in which he lived.

We have lost a dear friend
and colleague. Hervé will be
remembered in the Bahamas
as a man of sterling charac-
ter and great ability who was
always interested in his fel-
low human beings and who
went out of his way to do
good in the world – a man
who sought to make a differ-
ence and succeeded in doing
so. 

He has left a lasting imprint
and legacy, and he will be
missed by so many. 

As already mentioned, my
consular colleagues and I ear-
lier offered deepest condo-
lences to Dominique and to
other members of his family.
While expressing our sympa-
thy again, I also take this
opportunity to send them best
wishes on behalf of us all.

May his soul rest in peace.

PETER YOUNG
Nassau,
March 29, 2011.
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IN THE Senate this week Senator Dion
Foulkes, leader of government business in the
Senate, asked the question: What is Bahami-
anisation?

And answered: “Bahamianisation is a poli-
cy that promotes the economic, educational,
cultural and social advancement of all Bahami-
ans — black Bahamians and white Bahami-
ans.”

That is what it was intended to be, but under
the PLP — the Pindling administration that is
— it was the most effective instrument of tor-
ture. It was effective because it quietly got
results behind the scenes and out of the public
eye.

In the early days Bahamianisation was con-
centrated on employment — the promotion
of Bahamians to jobs that were not open to
them before. The concept was admirable. How-
ever, its application did great damage to the
country because many Bahamians were
appointed to positions for which they were not
qualified. Their only qualification was having a
friend in high places, and being committed to
cast their vote for the right party — the PLP.

“Who started Bahamianisation?” Senator
Foulkes asked.

“In my view,” he said, “Bahamianisation
was promulgated and introduced in the House
of Assembly in 1956 by the late Sir Etienne
Dupuch.

“Prior to this,” he said, “several black
Bahamians like, but not limited to, L Walton
Young, Dr C R Walker, Leon McKinney, A F
Adderley, Sir Clifford Darling, Sir Randol
Fawkes and Sir Milo Butler were also pioneers
in the Bahamianisation movement even though
at the time it was not called Bahamianisation.”

“Later in the mid-1950’s and 60’s,” he said,
“many other Bahamians would join the fight
for the economic, educational and social
advancement of black Bahamians.

“Men like Sir Lynden Pindling, Sir Cecil
Wallace Whitfield, Sir Arthur Foulkes, Arthur
Hanna, Sir Clement Maynard, Sir Kendal
Isaacs, Paul Adderley and Sir Orville Turn-
quest continued the Bahamianisation move-
ment up to 1967 and beyond.

“Our Prime Minister, the Right Honourable
Hubert Ingraham and former Prime Minister
Perry Christie are both advocates of Bahami-
anisation,” he said.

The concept that Bahamians should be first
in their own country was always advocated by
The Tribune, going back almost to its founding.

During the premiership of the late Sir
Roland Symonette there was a lose form of
screening before a foreigner could be employed
by a local firm. 

There were no foreigners on the staff of
The Tribune in the early days.  However, as
The Tribune developed it outgrew the abilities
of its local staff and a foreigner had to be

brought in for advanced training, especially
when new printing equipment came on the
market. We recall during Sir Roland’s admin-
istration having to get clearance from Mr Stu-
art Hall, who headed Immigration at the time.
We were required to justify the need for our
request.

And then came the PLP under Lynden Pin-
dling and the idea of Bahamianisation became
institutionalised with strict rules, and many
prejudices.

It was still a good concept, but being admin-
istered by the wrong hands.

There only had to be a suspicion that you did
not vote for the right party to lose your job —
civil servants suffered most in this category.
We recall several sad cases involving teachers.
And if you happened to work for a foreign
company, pressure was brought to bear on that
company to get rid of you. The company did
not dare balk if it valued its own work per-
mits. There are many sad tales to be told in
Inagua of how families were destroyed when
foreign husbands were forced out of their jobs
and had to leave town, or in Nassau where
Bahamian women, who belonged to the wrong
party, could not bring their spouse to the
Bahamas because they would not be granted
work permits. The Ingraham government intro-
duced the spousal permit to end this iniquity.

As for The Tribune we could write a book
about what we had to go through. It seemed  a
cruel game was being played in which the two
top men in the PLP government at the time
took great delight. 

For many of us “Bahamianisation” was an
ugly word, but when administered as intended
it saw the advancement of many qualified
Bahamians. The advent of the Ingraham gov-
ernment in 1992 opened opportunities to
women. During this period women were
appointed for the first time to the posts of
Chief Justice, Speaker of the House, Attorney
General, Governor General and the Appeals
Court.

As Senator Foulkes pointed out, the FNM in
its first and second and now third term made
“significant progress in Bahamianising many
institutions and private sector companies. Many
banks, hotels and industrial companies were
headed by Bahamians for the first time under
the FNM.”

The implementation, in the words of Sena-
tor Foulkes, means that “qualified Bahamians
are afforded the first option for employment. A
work permit would not be issued to a non-
Bahamian where there is a qualified Bahamian
who is able and willing to work.”

Today party affiliation and friendships
should have no place in considering favourably
an application for a work permit where there is
no qualified Bahamian “who is able and willing
to work.”

A tribute to Belgian
Honorary Consul
Hervé Kelecom

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

What does Bahamianisation really mean?

BAKERY MANAGER
A commercial bakery requires the 

services of a Bakery Manager.

Please send resume to: bakeryhr@aol.com

• Must be an experienced manager 
with good people skills

• Must be computer literate and have 
had inventory control experience

• Must have experience in ordering 
and monitoring raw materials

• Previous bakery production/
managerial experience would 
be an asset

| THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE:

EDITOR, The Tribune.  

The vote of an MP indicated by standing or sit-
ting after the resolution is read is the definitive
vote of the MP. 

The division which individually recognises and
records the vote of an MP by the process of ask-
ing each which way they voted is supplementary
and of no consequence except for the recording
of the MPs’ vote. 

What is significant is of course for history and
the Prime Minister’s “legacy” his loud pro-
nouncement of “no” to the question which way
will you vote North Abaco almost demolished the

House of Assembly building and probably cruelly
for the Prime Minister will be remembered for a
long time to come, repeated and repeated. 

How many hundreds have downloaded the
my tube? 

Was that his conscience?

ABRAHAM MOSS
Nassau,
March 26, 2011.

(No, it was the distraction caused by the Black-
berry he was accessing at the time of the crucial
vote. — Ed).

The Prime Minister’s BTC vote

EDITOR, The Tribune. 

I am sure many who use
the Cable Beach Post Office
are annoyed when regularly
they find the parking lot full
with cars obviously not of
persons visiting the Post
Office and have as a result
to park around the corner?

For the last month I have
been collecting mail for a
friend and almost at any
time I find the lot almost
filled, and filled, Editor,
with cars of the employees
of Sandals Hotel. 

I enquired and was told
the employees park there
illegally as the lot is govern-
ment property. 

Surely the Ministry of
Transport and the Postmas-
ter General at the least
should ensure that there is
adequate parking and no
inconvenience to the
patrons who use Cable
Beach Post Office where the
staff is outstanding? 

There used to be a sign
which indicated the lot was
reserved for patrons of the
Post Office and only 30-min-
utes parking. 

Hoping this letter causes
some action? Yes hoping!

W KNOWLES
Nassau.
March 26, 2011. 

Action needed to
ensure adequate
parking at Cable
Beach Post Office

 



THE MAJORITY of traf-
fic lights in the capital are
now functional, according to
the maintenance company
hired to oversee the system
earlier this year. 

Although repairing the
lights is an ongoing and cap-
ital-intensive effort, princi-
pal of CCG Traffic Signal
Company Ray McKenzie
said, the 65 signals under

their portfolio are “up and
running.”

During a press confer-
ence yesterday, Mr McKen-
zie said: “We had a com-
pressed schedule. The
assessment that was request-
ed, allowed us to find out
exactly what was the situa-
tion.” 

Assessment
The company was com-

missioned to do an island-
wide assessment in Febru-
ary, and began initial repairs
this month.

“Every single light needed
some repairs, one way or the
other, so there were some
challenges, especially on
JFK and Gladstone Road,
and we’re still working on
that. The signal goes down
about once a week.”

Mr McKenzie said the
supply costs have run from
$60,000 to $70,000.
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Majority of traffic lights 
in the capital ‘functional’

Patrick Hanna/BIS
PROGRESS REPORT: Public Works and Transport Minister Neko Grant (left) and Ray McKenzie, prin-
cipal of Caribbean Civil Group, informing the media on plans in progress for New Providence traffic
signals.

 



BY DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – The Freeport
Container Port held a memori-
al service to mark the one year
anniversary of the death of
three of its workers, who were
killed when a tornado hit the
facility.

The service was held on the
quay on Tuesday to commem-
orate the lives of Shawn Saun-
ders, 25; Cleveland Lowe, 49;
and Michael Young, 43 – who
lost their lives while working
inside Crane No 10, which col-
lapsed into the sea.

According to a statement
issued by the company, the ser-
vice was attended by executives
of parent company Hutchison
Whampoa, colleagues, and the
families and friends of the three
fallen men.

“In a silent and somber set-
ting on the Quay at Freeport
Container Port where they
worked, the family, friends,
loved ones, and colleagues of
Shawn Saunders, Cleveland
Lowe, and Michael Young
came together on Tuesday,
March 29, 2011 for a memorial
service marking the first
anniversary of their deaths
brought on by a freak torna-
do,” the statement said.

“Unlike the day a year ago,
the terminal was quiet; only
those who brought messages
reflecting on the lives of their
fallen colleagues were heard.”

In attendance were Dr John
Meredith, managing director of
Hutchison Port Holdings, Hong
Kong; James Tsien, group exec-
utive director; Mark Jack,
group engineering director; and
Francis Tong, group HR direc-
tor. Gary Gilbert, CEO of
Hutchison Port Holdings
(Bahamas), said last year’s
tragedy was “a day that defined

our lives forever.”
He stated that he was proud

to stand with the families who
lost their loved ones, and to
support their colleagues who
were equally saddened in the
aftermath of the tragedy.

“Shawn, Mike, and Cleve
were our best”, he said. “They
were strivers; not taking short-
cuts, they worked. But they also
enjoyed life as is demonstrat-
ed in their hobbies of hunting,
auto repairs, gardening, and
electronics, among others.”

“We are now trying to cre-
ate the environment where
associates can earn a salary and
make a meaningful contribu-
tion to the development of our
community. We have honored
some of them in the past, and
today, in death, we do the same
as we record with gratitude the
good they have done for this
company,” said Mr Gilbert.

Lowe, Young, and Saunders,
were carrying out maintenance
work inside Crane No 10 when
the tornado touched down
around 11.30am.

The force of the tornado
pushed crane six into seven,
seven into eight, and eight into
crane nine, which knocked
crane 10 into the sea.

Glen Bodie, a fourth worker
who also was inside the crane
10, sustained serious injuries,
but survived.

Mr Bodie, who has under-
gone extensive surgery, was
also present at the service.

Worker Kenneth Smith paid
special tribute to each of his
fallen colleagues. He said the
men were “dedicated workers”.

“Mike was not only devoted
and loyal, he was much more;
he was a man of integrity and of
deep sincerity who loved his
fellow man and sought to make
those around him his friend.

“Cleve had the rare quality
of being able to unite all who
worked with him into a cohe-
sive unit, and he had the per-
sonalities that endeared him to
all. A man who had the art of
making friends was Shawn, who
knew that to have a friend one
must be a friend. He was quiet
and cautious, but at all times a
man of understanding, learning
and sincerity,” said Mr Smith.

The service was closed with a
moving rendition of ‘Til We
Meet Again’ by a quartet of
FCP employees.

Following the deaths and
injuries of workers in March,
Minister of Labour Dion
Foulkes said the Freeport Con-
tainer Port (FCP) has complied
with "the vast majority of the
recommendations" made by an
independent occupational
health and safety expert from
the International Labour
Organisation (ILO).
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Remembering
tornado victims

FREEPORT CONTAINER PORT TRAGEDY: OONNEE YYEEAARR OONN

A SHOULDER TO SHARE: Dr Miles Munroe consoles a family following the memorial service.

RESPECTFUL: CEO Gary
Gilbert leads a moment
of silence.
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TWO potcakes have been
saved from dire circum-
stances by the generosity of
local animal lovers – but
their pup is at risk of being
abandoned to fend for her-
self in the process.

An appeal has gone out
for anyone willing to open
their heart and home to five-
year-old Lilly, who was rel-
egated to scraping out a soli-
tary existence in a dusty
parking lot, after the
remainder of her pack was
adopted this week. 

The “pack”, which con-
sisted of Lilly and her 10-
year-old father and mother,
was first spotted by Chella
Melnechuk in the parking
lot of Robin Hood Enter-
prises three years ago.

She was particularly con-
cerned about the fate of the
elder female, Pinky – a
small, dirty, handicapped,
but very friendly and loving
creature.

At the time, Mrs Mel-
nechuk was living in the US
and could not intervene, but
after recently moving to the
Bahamas, she went to check
on the pack and found that
Pinky’s condition had dete-
riorated significantly.

“Pinky has had to fend for
herself for many, many
years. She is sick and tired
and has been rescued by a
very loving and caring per-
son,” said Humane Society
president Kim Aranha, who
is familiar with the case.

Pinky was rushed to the
vet and the diagnosis was
not good – in addition to her
severely damaged left leg
and paw, she was found to
be suffering from cancer.

Vet
But, the vet said, with

treatment and a quiet home,
she has a good chance of
recovery.

Mrs Melnechuk has
organised for the medical
expenses to be taken care
of, and this week, after a
frantic search, was overjoyed
to have found a perfect
place for Pinky to recover –
the home of a caring veteri-
nary student.

And, just a few days later,
someone offered to take
Pinky’s male companion to
a home where he would be
“treated like a king,” she
said.

He was picked up by his
new owner yesterday after-
noon – leaving Lilly alone
in the parking lot. 

Mrs Melnechuk said she is
very worried that Lilly will
not be able to make it alone.
She thanked the manage-
ment of Robin Hood, who
have done what they can to
care for the dogs over the
years, but said food and
water may no longer be
enough. Dogs, she explained,
are by nature pack animals.
They can become disorien-
tated and dejected if sud-
denly left on their own.

“Lilly has no place to go,”
Mrs Melnechuk said. “With-
out her pack she will be
totally destroyed.

“I am really afraid of what
will happen if we don’t find
a solution. This dog really
needs help, she can’t stay
there alone.”

She said Lilly is spayed,
very friendly, and needs a
loving home – “not a yard
where she will be a guard
dog”.

Anyone interested in
helping Lilly, or who wants
more information, is asked
to call Mrs Melnechuk on:
363 2258.

ABOVE: Chella Melnechuk with ‘Pinky’.
LEFT: Five-year-old Lilly.
TOP: The ‘pack’, which consisted of Lilly and her 10-year-old
father and mother.

Two potcakes 
saved but pup

left on her own
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G E O R G E T O W N ,
Guyana – The Pan Caribbean
Partnership against HIV and
AIDS must vigorously pro-
mote the cause of elimination
of HIV as a public health
threat in the Caribbean
region.

This was the view of
Guyana’s Minister of Health
and chair of the executive
board of PANCAP, Dr Leslie
Ramsammy, who delivered
the feature address at the for-
mal opening of the board’s
16th Ordinary Meeting on
Tuesday at Caricom a Secre-
tariat Headquarters in
Guyana.

“We must work towards a
trajectory of long, healthy and
productive lives for our citi-
zens. We must reject, there-
fore, the notion that the most
realistic and attainable goal
is to pursue only a trajectory
of reduction, as this would
mean accepting the contin-
ued tragedy of children born
with HIV and too many
dreams, hopes and aspirations
shattered,” Dr Ramsammy
said.

He offered some guidance
to PANCAP as it entered its
second decade of existence,
suggesting that the partner-
ship address 10 priority areas:

• Reduce sexual transmis-
sion of HIV

• Prevent mothers from
dying and babies from
becoming infected

• Ensure that persons living
with HIV receive treatment

• Prevent persons living
with HIV from dying of
tuberculosis

• Promote harm reduction
and demand reduction

• Empower men who have

sex with men (MSM) and
transgender persons to pro-
tect themselves and gain uni-
versal access to prevention,
treatment and care services

• Remove punitive laws,
policies, practices, stigma and
discrimination that block
effective responses to HIV

• Meet the needs of women
and girls and stop sexual and
gender-based violence

• Empower young people
to protect themselves from
HIV

• Enhance social protec-
tion for people affected by
HIV

Myrna Bernard, officer-in-
charge of human and social
development for the CARI-
COM Secretariat, highlight-
ed some of PANCAP’s
achievements over the last 10
years.

She noted that these suc-
cesses and others have con-
tributed significantly to the
gains that have been made in
the region’s response to HIV
and AIDS.

However, she warned that
despite these gains, there
were challenges that still con-
front the region.

“Prevention programmes
are still not reaching the most
at-risk populations and stigma
and discrimination remain
major obstacles, while many
of our organisations of per-
sons living with HIV are
struggling to survive,” Ms
Bernard said.

PANCAP, established in
2001, is the regional mecha-
nism responsible for co-ordi-
nating the Caribbean’s
response to the HIV and
AIDS epidemic.

Call for Caribbean’s HIV fight 
to be ‘vigorously’ promoted

FINDING SOLUTIONS: The Bahamas’ representative to PANCAP, Dr
Perry Gomez at the 16th Ordinary Meeting of the organisation in
Guyana.



STRAW vendors are still
at odds with the govern-
ment’s proposed policies for
the new straw market on
Bay Street.

The $11 million project is
on schedule to be completed
in August of this year, with
industry stakeholders all
heralding its benefits for
tourism and agriculture.

Confidence
During a tour of the facil-

ity yesterday, straw market
representative Marcel More-
ly admitted there were
issues that still needed to be
worked out between the
government and straw ven-
dors; however she expressed
her confidence and antici-
pation of the new market.

Agriculture Minister Lar-
ry Carwright explained that
the Bahamas Agricultural
and Industrial Corporation
(BAIC) is working “fever-
ishly” throughout the coun-
try to provide training on

the creation of indigenous
products.

Mr Cartwright said the
new market would showcase
native materials such as
straw, coconut and marine
shell, to an international
market.

However, Terez Eneas, a
straw vendor since 1990, said
she and others were still
awaiting an explanation of
the new market policy.

Ms Eneas said: “We want
to get to the Promised Land
as well. We don’t mind get-
ting rid of the knock-offs if
that’s what we have to do,
but what about the t-shirts
and other things we were
selling before the market
burned down?”

In November, during the

market’s roof-wetting cere-
mony, an crowd of straw
vendors declared "war" on
the government over its pro-
posed policies for the new
straw market.

Rent
In response to revelations

of rent hikes and the ban-
ning of counterfeit goods,
among other stipulations,
president of Straw Business
Persons Association Esther
Thompson branded the gov-
ernment "a joke" and
warned ministers: "Get your

act together – the war is
on."

In the new market, offi-
cials advised that only
Bahamian goods will be
sold, counterfeit products
will be completely prohibit-
ed, vendor licenses will be
restricted to Bahamian citi-
zens, and rental charges will
range from $200 to $250 per
month, $46 to $58 per week
or $6.50 to $8.20 per day.
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Break away from the ordinary
and discover how to experience
life to the fullest. The Isuzu 
D-MAX is the ultimate
multi-purpose pick-up truck
which enables you to drive
through tough roads and load 
a variety of cargoes. It is
specially designed to be
powerful, stylish and highly
functional. The Isuzu D-MAX 
is one tough vehicle that
will never let you down!

THE ISUZU D-MAX

POWERFUL

COMFORTABLE
VERSATILE

T YREFLEX S TAR MOTORS
Call us today for your new Isuzu D-MAX Pick-Up Truck at 325.4961
Wulf f Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667
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Issues still to be resolved between
straw vendors and government

NEW STRAW MARKET: The $11
million project is on schedule to be
completed in August of this year.



Over the two days, the
group met with several key
PAL officials and took part in
meetings centred around the
possible implementation of
what is touted as New York
City’s largest non-profit and
most impactful
community/youth develop-
ment programme.

Programme structure, cul-
ture, operations, marketing

initiatives as well as fundrais-
ing and other projects were
discussed.

A visit of several PAL facil-
ities, including the Harlem
Centre’s teen juvenile justice
programme, the after school
programme, and the teen
impact centre in the Bronx,
was also on the agenda of
what proved to be a busy two
days, and the delegates had

the opportunity to meet with
NYC Police Commissioner
Ray Kelly and First Deputy
Commissioner Rafael Pineiro. 

Impressed with the scope
and variety of activities of the
after school programme, Mr
Fields said: “The co-operation
between these various stake-
holders is exactly the type of
model we should pursue at
home. It speaks to a true com-
munity effort along with the
police to engage young peo-
ple and the community in pos-
itive development.”  

The range of programmes
spoke directly to one of the
mission statements of PAL,
which is “Before kids can go
places, they must have some-
where to go.”

That theme was evident in
the variety of options young-
sters had in terms of partici-
pation in PAL programmes –
art, music, gym, recreational
and game centres, sports,
tutoring and business expo-
sure.

Anton Sealy of the
Bahamas Football Association
(BFA) said: “At the heart of
what PAL does is the involve-
ment of dedicated and caring
people. The adult staff and
volunteers go a long way in
making this programme suc-
cessful.”

Bahamas Basketball Feder-
ation (BBF) president
Lawrence Hepburn said: “The
involvement of all stakehold-
ers locally will make the imple-
mentation of PAL a win-win-
win and at the end of the day
should have a transformative
effect in our country.”

A critical aspect of PAL is
the involvement and support
of the police force at all levels.
This was made evident during
the meeting with NYC Com-
missioner Kelly, who was also
a PAL youth growing up.

He praised the impact of the
programme since its inception
and noted its significance
throughout the city.

The NYC commissioner
shared not only his beliefs and
support of the PAL pro-
gramme, but also engaged
Commissioner Greenslade and
the group in a lengthy dialogue
about the crime fighting and
prevention measures under-
taken by his force in one of
the most challenging Ameri-
can city environments.  

Commissioner of the Free-
dom Farm Baseball League
Clarence McKenzie and police
community relations Chief
Supt Stephen Dean were also
a part of the Bahamian dele-
gation.

WE The People chairman Ed Fields and
executive director Phil Simon, with a
delegation that included Police Com-

missioner Ellison Greenslade and heads of vari-
ous local sporting organisations, went to New
York to see first-hand New York City’s Police
Athletic League and the impact it continues to
have on more than 55,000 youth in the state’s
seven boroughs.
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Bahamas group learns about

DELEGATION ARRIVAL AT AIRPORT: The Bahamas delegation is greeted by NYC PAL executive director, Felix Urritia. From left to right: Clarence
McKenzie, commissioner, Freedom Farm Baseball League; Philip Simon, executive director, We The People Bahamas; Ed Fields, chair, We The
People Bahamas; Chief Supt Stephen Dean, Royal Bahamas Police Force; Ellison Greenslade, Commissioner, Royal Bahamas Police Force; Anton
Sealey, president, Bahamas Football Association; and Lawrence Hepburn, president, Bahamas Basketball Federation.

WATCHING THE KIDS: Commissioner Greenslade with Supt Dean and
PAL executive director Felix Urritia look on as the young people
begin their pre-activity stretch before engaging in one of the after
school activities at a PAL centre in the Bronx, New York.

GREETING: We The People Chairman, Ed Fields and Police Com-
missioner Greenslade greet NYC Police Commissioner Ray Kelly at
Police Headquarters, NYC. 
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Upgrade valid from compact to standard and from intermediate to full-size car, on rentals of 4 days or more. Offer
ends 6/30/2011 and is subject to availability. Peak period surcharge applies. Rates, terms and conditions subject
to change without notice.

CDW + taxes + fees + unlimited miles + free double upgrade

CONGRATULATIONS!
YOU JUST GOT A DOUBLE UPGRADE!

alamo.com

In Florida when using the upgrade coupon

For reservations, please contact Going Places Travel at
(242) 393.6900 or (786) 245.0520 or at 1.800.468.3334.
Be sure to request rate code RC1 and coupon code AU4368BJZ.

50
Standard Car as low as

 202
WEEKLY
US$US$

DAILY 53
Full Car as low as

 210
WEEKLY
US$US$

DAILY

NYC’s Police Athletic League

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to
hear from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for
a good cause,
campaigning for
improvements in the area
or have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

FOCUSED: THE delegation listens intently to a presentation by a NYPD Sergeant at the 28th Precinct in
Harlem, NY. 

PAL SEMIFINAL BASKETBALL GAME: BBF president Lawrence Hepburn and other members of the del-
egation took a minute out to watch a semi-final PAL basketball game featuring police and young players.
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By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

VENDORS at the Mon-
tagu Ramp want the Royal
Nassau Sailing Club to
remove debris left near the
public dock when the club
removed silt from the area
last week. 

Head of the Montagu Ven-
dors Association Sherlin
Brown said the leftover
material is causing conges-
tion on the small ramp. 

"Those people promised to
finish removing the fill that
they dig up and they left it
right there. The mud hasn't
settled down yet – every time
a jet ski or a boat go out, it
brings the mud up," Mr
Brown said. 

"All the jet skis used to
pull up on the side and park
their jet skis, they can't do
that now because a bunch of
rocks are there now. They
have to park up on the ramp
and it makes the area more
congested. I would appreci-
ate it  if  they move the
debris."

He added that the small
group of conch vendors who
operate at the site have been
forced to store their catch in
deeper waters due to the
loose silt. 

Since last week, concerned
citizens have also been call-
ing The Tribune asking
whether the club dredged the
seabed without a permit.

"I spoke with the various
ministries and to the best of
my knowledge none of them

knew anything about that
dredging, no ministry did any
dredging there and no per-
mits were issued for dredg-
ing," said Montagu MP
Loretta Butler-Turner, rep-
resentative for the area,
when contacted for com-
ment.

Although last week, Royal
Nassau Sailing Club manager
Sherry Albury described the
silt removal as "dredging",
yesterday she said her organ-
isation hired a labourer only
to "back hoe" accumulated
silt. 

"We did not do any dredg-
ing, we back-hoed the silt
that has built up. Dredging
is a completely different
process and you need a per-
mit if you go down to the
seabed to dredge. 

“We back-hoed the silt in a
very small area immediately
in front of our launching
dock and we just took up a
couple of feet of silt," Ms
Albury explained. 

Last week, an argument
erupted at the ramp between
seafood vendors and a
labourer hired by the Nassau
Sailing Club, after vendors
noticed the machine opera-
tor removing silt and dump-
ing it on the public ramp.

The group became frus-
trated when they couldn't
find out who sent the worker
there or why, and they
blocked the machine in with
their cars.

A verbal altercation fol-
lowed and the police were
ultimately called to calm the
situation, Mr Brown said.

Montagu Ramp
vendors want
sailing club to
remove debris

HEAD of the Montagu Vendors Association Sherlin Brown said the leftover material is causing congestion on the small ramp. 
Tim Clarke/Tribune staff

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.
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DRIVERS restricted to
just one lane on the East
West Highway owing to
ongoing roadworks have
created a second lane of
traffic through RM Bailey
Park.

Dozens of cars were
seen turning off the main
road onto a dirt track next
to RM Bailey School and
driving through the park
parallel to the highway
towards Robinson Road.

A regular commuter said
he saw around 30 cars
while waiting in traffic just
before 9am yesterday
morning and took this pho-
tograph.

He said: “More and
more are doing it every
day, and where it's so dry
and it's a dirt road, it's
probably eroding the
park.”

Lanes were closed in
both directions on the East
West Highway between
Abundant Life Road and
Prince Charles Drive
around two weeks ago
while major roadworks
continue in the area.

Calls to the Ministry of
Works and Road Traffic
Police for comment were
not returned before press
time yesterday.

THE Ministry of Public Works and Trans-
port has invited business owners and resi-
dents to attend an “urgent” information
meeting to discuss upcoming road works on
the junction of East Street and Robinson
Road.

The meeting is scheduled to take place on
Friday, April 1 from noon to 3pm on the
third floor of the Ministry of Public Works

and Transport, Thompson Boulevard. 
Residents and business owners on East

Street between the Independence round-
about and Palm Tree Avenue, and on
Robinson Road between Palm Beach Street
and 6th Street, the Grove, are urged to
attend. 

Anyone requiring more information is
asked to call 302-9538.
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LOT NO.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

PROPERTY SIZE: 
LOCATION:

APPRAISED VALUE:

‘URGENT’ MEETING ON UPCOMING ROAD WORKSDRIVERS CREATE TRAFFIC LANE IN PARK

DRIVERS TRAVEL through RM Bailey Park towards Robinson Road.

 



DOCTORS Hospital has
lent its support to a bicycle
seminar for Kemp Road res-
idents after a young girl was
killed by a car while riding
in the area two weeks ago.

The victim, 8-year-old
Tasheka Johnson, was a stu-
dent of Uriah McPhee Pri-
mary School.

In her honour, the Kemp
Road Urban Renewal Cen-
tre recently hosted the
Tasheka Johnson Bicycle
Seminar and Rally, which
aimed to sensitise parents

and children about the dan-
gers of riding bicycles in the
streets, and to educate the
children about safety and
local laws. 

The hospital presented
Kolamae Pedican, Urban
Renewal centre manager,
with a donation  to assist with
the effort.

The Royal Bahamas Police
Force and the Road Traffic
Department also lent their
assistance.

The hospital said in a state-
ment: “Bike riding can be
fun, but accidents happen.
Every year hundreds of chil-
dren go to the emergency
room because of bike
injuries, and some have
injuries that require a few
days in the hospital.

“A head injury can mean

brain injury. Some of these
head injuries are fatal. That is
why it is so important to wear
a bike helmet. Wearing one
does not mean you can be
reckless, but a helmet will
provide some protection for
your face, head, and brain in
case you fall down.

It added: “In keeping with
Doctors Hospital’s core val-
ue, ‘We Care’, the hospital
honours its commitment and
responsibility to the Bahami-
an community through phil-
anthropy. 

In addition to supporting
local charities and providing
healthcare to Bahamians,
Doctors Hospital services
extend globally with the
treatment of illness and
injury and disease preven-
tion for all patients.”
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Doctors Hospital donates to bicycle
seminar in honour of tragic student

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

AN 18-year-old man charged in the murder of one of two men
killed at a barroom early Saturday morning was arraigned in Mag-
istrates Court yesterday afternoon.

Richard Brown Jr of Spence Street appeared before Deputy
Chief Magistrate Carolita Bethell in Court 8, Bank Lane, charged
with the murder of Torrie McPhee.

It is alleged that on Saturday March 26, Brown intentionally and
unlawfully caused McPhee’s death.

According to initial police reports, McPhee, 25, of Saunders
Acres, was shot and killed outside the bar while a second man,
Sharado Alphonso Wallace, 30, of Mason’s Addition, was killed
inside the bar.

Brown, who was represented by attorney Anthony Newbold, was
not required to enter a plea to the charge.

Sixteen witnesses are listed on the court dockets.
Prosecutors intend  to proceed with a Voluntary Bill of Indict-

ment, fast-tracking the case to the Supreme Court. The indict-
ment is expected to be presented on June 15.

Brown was remanded to Her Majesty’s Prison.

Man charged with
barroom murder
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continues to take root.
On Tuesday night, Mr

McCartney held discus-
sions with representatives
of both third parties where
more than 100 persons
were said to have gathered
to discuss a way forward
for third-party politics. 

At the meeting, NDP
chairman Renward Wells
said it did not appear as if
the Bamboo Town MP was
inclined to join their organ-
isation. In fact Mr Wells
said Mr McCartney
appeared more concerned
with whether or not the
existing third parties were
willing to come together
and form “something
new.”

This, and other points of
interest were expected to
be discussed last night.

“I’m mindful of all groups getting
together. I think there is strength in us
coming together. The fact of the matter is
whether or not the other persons agree to
that and on what principles will be the
ones we come under? I hope those would
be the principles  that  the NDP has
espouses,  which is  to empower the
Bahamian people,” Mr Wells said.

As to the much-debated financing that
Mr McCartney is reported to have attract-
ed to his movement, Mr Wells said he
had no idea if Mr McCartney has raised it
as yet or not.

“I know a lot of people were talking
about it. From what I understand, I think

money follows the mes-
sage, and so even if  he
doesn’t have all the money
that they say he has, and I
am not saying that he does-
n’t, I believe you would
find persons more than
willing to contribute to it,”
he said.

This feeling, Mr Wells
highlighted was driven
home by the “caliber of
persons” he said were pre-
sent at  the meeting on
Tuesday night. 

Outright declaring that
he was  “ impressed” at
who he saw at Mr McCart-
ney’s home, Mr Wells said
he was not at liberty to
reveal their names at this
t ime,  only  adding that
among that grouping there
was “some real leader-
ship.”

With many persons with-
in the NDP openly expressing their sup-
port for Mr McCartney to become a mem-
ber and possible leader of the party, Mr
Wells said he stands by his word of hold-
ing a convention within 30 days to decide
this matter if Mr McCartney were to join
their ranks. 

This possibility however, he admits,
appears slim considering Mr McCartney’s
position thus far.

“I think every man puts down his view
and that is where he is at. I believe that
the NDP has the apparatus for any and
everybody to come in and move forward.
We are a completely open and democrat-
ic organization,” he said.

Attempts to reach Mr McCartney for
comment were unsuccessful last night.

NDP, BDM members
scheduled for Bran
talks on third party
FROM page one

BRANVILLE MCCARTNEY

 



reports of radiation found
in the Bahamas. 

However, small amounts
of radioactivity from Japan
have been found in south
Florida, according to US

reports, although American
health officials say the tiny
amounts pose no health risk. 

Japan's contamination cri-

sis has raised questions
about the safety of nuclear
power and whether its ben-
efits outweigh the risks.
There are five nuclear reac-
tors at three different sites in
the state of Florida alone
and if a meltdown happened
in the US, the repercussions
could be devastating to the
Bahamas. 

"If a similar event
occurred in Florida, the con-
sequences for the Bahamas
are too dire to contem-
plate," Environment Minis-
ter Earl Deveaux said yes-
terday.

"However, in light of
events such as what has
occurred in Japan and the

unlikely event of a similar
occurrence in Florida, the
Bahamas would depend on
the international communi-
ty for support," he added.

In spite of this, Mr
Deveaux stressed there is no
need to panic or worry
about the effects of a possi-
ble nuclear meltdown in
North America. 

The chief medical officer
at the Ministry of Health
would be the person respon-
sible for radiation detection
and would pass this infor-
mation on to the relevant
government officials, The
Tribune was told. 

The March 11 earthquake
and a subsequent tsunami

devastated cooling systems
at a nuclear power plant in
Japan causing some radia-
tion to leak out. 

There is also fear that
radioactive material may
have contaminated nearby
food supplies, according to
international reports. 
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a teacher was also stabbed during the inci-
dent, however a representative of the ministry
told The Tribune yesterday that no teacher
was harmed in any way.

In a statement issued yesterday afternoon,
the ministry said the two students had “a dis-
agreement reportedly over a female student
which resulted in the 11th grader assaulting the
12th grade student during the lunch break”.  

It said police officers were immediately sum-
moned and the 11th grader was taken “into the
protective custody of the police”, while the
12th grader was taken to hospital by a guidance
counsellor.

Police reported that five male students are
being questioned in connection with the inci-
dent.

They said the victim, a 17-year-old who was
stabbed repeatedly in the left side, is listed in
stable condition.

This incident comes after a number of school

stabbings and other acts of violence between
students over the past two years.

In its statement, the Ministry of Education
reminded the public, and parents and students
in particular, of its policy of “zero tolerance”
when it comes to violence.

It also pointed out that the incident occurred
“in the midst of CR Walker’s celebration for
earning first place in the Bahamas Associa-
tion of Compliance Officers; the school’s
advance to the final rounds of the National
Debate Competition; and their preparation
for the upcoming celebration of the 30th
Anniversary of UNESCO National Commis-
sion in the Bahamas.”

The ministry added: “CR Walker Senior
High School has established a high standard of
excellence in academics, career and technical
education as well as behaviour.

“The ministry commends the principal,
teachers, and school board members for their
consistent vigilance in seeking to address and
minimise incidents which disrupt and threaten
their safe school environment.”

FROM page one

Stabbing at high school
leaves student in hospital

The Bahamas ‘has mechanisms to
detect for traces of Japan radiation’
FROM page one

ENVIRONMENT MINISTER
Earl Deveaux

 



There have been reports
that giant rats have overrun
the school and that some stu-
dents have even taken ill.  

Sandra Edgecombe, super-
intendent of primary schools,
said the ministry is aware of
the rodent infestation at the
Bartlett Hill Primary and
immediate steps are being
taken to address the prob-
lem.

She expects the school to
reopen on Monday. 

Mrs Edgecombe said that
Education Minister
Desmond Bannister met with
teachers at the school on
Wednesday to address their
concerns. 

She noted that the rat
problem had got worse over
the past two weeks and they
immediately notified Envi-
ronment Health officials of
the situation.  

“We got a list of sugges-
tions and recommendations

from them and we immedi-
ately began acting on those
recommendations, such as
getting a professional test
company to help us get rid
of the problem.

“Our minister also came
down and he visited the
schools this morning and
spoke with teachers and
heard their concerns,” she
said.  

Mrs Edgecombe said the
professional company should
complete their testing and
extermination process on Fri-
day. 

“We are satisfied with
where we are and the teach-
ers have been most coopera-
tive. 

“The parents, I am sure,
understand the seriousness
of the situation and that it is
being addressed and that we
are sparing no expense. 

“We are working deliber-
ately to have the problem
addressed. Hopefully by
Monday students should be

back to school.
“We won’t get rid of every-

thing overnight, but any fear
or danger or disease to that
level we would have taken
care of,” said Mrs Edge-
combe.
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THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS
Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

FACULTY VACANCY
Applications are invited for suitably qualified individuals for the
position of:

Assistant Professor, Public Administration, School of Social
Sciences, with responsibility for teaching undergraduate courses,
participating in the revision of the existing baccalaureate degree
programme in Public Administration, contributing to the devel-
opment and implementation of a master’s degree programme in
Public Administration, participating in student recruitment and
advisement, engaging in scholarly/professional activities and
serving on departmental and college-wide committees.

Applicants should possess: an earned Ph.D from an accredited
institution; have a strong commitment to undergraduate instruc-
tion; skills in programme and course development and imple-
mentation; and a commitment to scholarly research. For a
detailed job description, visit www.cob.edu.bs/hrapply.
Interested candidates should submit a detailed resume and cover
letter of interest no later than Thursday, March 31st to Associate
Vice President, Human Resources, The College of the Bahamas,
P. O. Box N-4912, Poinciana Drive & Thompson Boulevard OR
email: hrapply@cob.edu.bs.

www.rbcroyalbank.com/caribbean

® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada
™ The Lion & Globe symbol and RBC are trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada

™

ARE YOU PASSIONATE ABOUT YOUR GOALS?
DO YOU VIEW CHALLENGE AS A MOTIVATOR?
DO YOU STRIVE TO SURPASS BENCHMARKS?

If you answered yes to these questions, you already 
have several things in common with RBC

RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited is 
presently considering applications for:

Senior Account Manager, 
Commercial Markets              

Commercial Financial Services
The successful candidate should possess the following 
qualifications:
• University degree in Commerce or a related field
• Only applicants with a minimum of 3 to 5 years 

experience as a Mid-Market Commercial Banking 
Account Manager or a similar field will be considered.

Responsibilities Include:
• Developing and maintaining important revenue-

generating client relationships
• Managing an extensive client portfolio of high-value 

business clients to ensure sales, revenue, and 
retention goals are met

• Analyzing the client's financial and operating strate-
gies and recommending alternative or additional 
financial services to best meet client's immediate and 
longer-term personal and business needs

• Working with local, regional and international 
capital markets’ team on syndicate and club 
transactions

• Partnering with members of RBC to meet the 
personal banking needs of their clients as well as 
your personal sales goals

• Ensuring clients sustain a favourable perception of 
RBC Royal Bank and creates a top of mind 
awareness when product needs arise

• The Senior Client Relationship Manager is 
accountable for achieving and exceeding the 
following key objectives: sales growth, retention, 
new client development / prospecting, revenue 
growth, client satisfaction, and demonstrating 
product knowledge expertise by exceeding sales 
goals and providing financial advice

• Taking a leadership role in community 
organizations and activities to enhance the 
reputation of the bank in the community

• The portfolio for this position is mainly 
concentrated in Nassau but has responsibility in 
managing relationships in the Family Islands

Required Skills:
• Thorough understanding of business financial 

statements, cash flow  and credit analysis
• Must have strong sales background with proven 

track record
• Significant marketing presentation skills 
• Advanced skills in client relations
• Candidates must have the proven ability to consult 

and sell to clients via telephone, and person-to-
person contact

• Must have proven skills in the areas of communica-
tion, closing sales, relationship building and 
especially strong organizational skills in order to 
achieve the job mandate

• Must be highly responsive, proactively client-
focused, achievement-oriented, results-focused 
and a team player

• Ability to manage multiple prioritites
• Critical thinking
• Impact and Influence
• Microsoft Word, Excel, and Outlook proficiency 

required. 

A competitive compensation package (base salary & 
bonus) will commensurate with relevant experience 
and qualifications.

Please apply by April 5, 2011 to:

Assistant Manager, Recruitment & Employee 
Development
Human Resources 
Bahamas Regional Office
RBC Royal Bank (Bahamas) Limited
P.O. Box N-7549
Nassau, N.P., Bahamas 
Via fax: (242) 322-1367
Via email: bahcayjp@rbc.com 

at a shop to buy groceries to
prepare dinner, according
to women on the scene. 

As they walked home
on Florville Road, off
Bacardi Road, a green
Honda Civic occupied by
three men pulled up. 

According to the
police report the occu-
pants shot  at the women.
People on the scene
claimed the gunmen ran
off with the womens’
handbags, and  the
injured woman was try-
ing to run away when she
dropped to the ground. 

The incident occurred
around 2.20pm yester-
day, according to the
police report. It stated
that the deceased wore a
gray skirt and a white t-
shirt. The second woman
was rushed to hospital by
EMS personnel. Up to
press time her condition
was listed as critical.

Inspector Warren
Johnson of the
Carmichael Division said
that like the rest of the
country, the South West-
ern Division is having
real problems with crime. 

He said the police have
taken note of two impor-
tant areas of interven-
tion. One major initiative
is taking place with
churches. Inspector
Johnson said the police
have identified 72
churches in the area with
a combined membership
of 23,110. 

He said the police have
sought to forge a rela-
tionship with all of the
churches to make an
impact. 

Inspector Johnson said
house break-ins have
also been a cause for
concern, so the police
developed a “residential
security survey” to help
address the issue.

He said the survey is a
check list for individuals
to assess the security of
their homes. 

He said the police in
the area have been dis-
tributing the survey
around the community. 

CHURCH
WOMEN
IN GUN
HORROR

FROM page one

BARTLETT HILL PRIMARY
SCHOOL - Education Minister
Desmond Bannister meeting
with the principal, teachers and
parents at the Bartlett Hill Pri-
mary School with regard to the
rat problem and other concerns
at the school 

Vandyke Hepburn/BIS

‘Serious’ rodent
infestation closes

school temporarily
FROM page one
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6W $QGUHZ¶V� 6FKRRO�� 7KH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 6FKRRO� RI� 7KH� %DKDPDV��
DQ� DXWKRUL]HG� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� %DFFDODXUHDWH� �,%�� :RUOG� 6FKRRO� LQYLWHV�
DSSOLFDWLRQV� IURP� TXDOL¿HG� DQG� H[SHULHQFHG� %DKDPLDQ� FDQGLGDWHV
IRU� WKH� IROORZLQJ� WHDFKLQJ�YDFDQF\��ZLWK�HIIHFW� IURP�$XJXVW������ )XOO�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�PD\�EH�IRXQG�DW�LWV�ZHEVLWH���
ZZZ�VW�DQGUHZV�FRP�

&DQGLGDWHV� VKRXOG� EH� TXDOL¿HG� WHDFKHUV� ZKR� SRVVHVV� WKH� QHFHVVDU\�
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UHFUXLWLQJ�SURFHVV�� ,I�WKH�VFKRRO�LV�XQDEOH�WR�UHFUXLW�DQ\�SRVLWLRQ�ORFDOO\��LW�
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SUHIHUDEO\�WUDLQHG�LQ��WKH�3<3��
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7KH� FORVLQJ� GDWH� IRU� DSSOLFDWLRQV� LV� �WK $SULO� ����� $SSOLFDWLRQV� IURP�
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RU�DSSOLFDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�DIWHU�WKLV�GDWH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG����

CAIRO
Associated Press

EGYPT'S military rulers said
on Wednesday that the coun-
try's first presidential elections
since the ouster of longtime
ruler Hosni Mubarak will be
held by November, giving the
country's emerging political
groups up to eight months to
organize.

The announcement comes 10
days after Egyptian voters over-
whelmingly approved a reform
package of constitutional
amendments, but many critics
fear the rapid timetable for
elections would give a signifi-
cant advantage to the most
organized political forces in the
country, namely the Muslim
Brotherhood and members of
the former ruling party —
rather then the newly emerg-
ing forces, especially among the
youth, involved in the uprising.

The news came as the mili-
tary's announced a new 62-arti-
cle interim constitution to
replace the one suspended after
the fall of Mubarak's regime on
Feb. 11 in a popular uprising
that rocked the region. By giv-
ing a timetable for parliament
and presidential elections, the
army backed up its earlier com-
mitment to swiftly transfer pow-
er to a civilian democratic
authority.

The presidential elections
will be a held a month or two
after September's parliamen-

tary contests, the military said.
Many presidential hopefuls

have already announced their
plans to contest elections,
including Nobel Prize laureate
Mohamed ElBaradei, Arab
League chief Amr Moussa, and
longtime left-wing opposition
politician Hamdeen Sabahi.
Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood,
the country's most organized
group, said it will not nominate
a candidate in the presidential
elections.

The interim constitution stip-
ulates the creation of a com-
mittee of 100 legal experts, aca-
demics, politicians and profes-
sionals to be selected by the
newly elected parliament to
draft a new constitution, which
would then be approved by a
referendum.

Despite demands by many of
the youth groups behind the 18-
day uprising, the new parlia-
ment will keep a 50 percent
quota of seats allocated to
"farmers and workers," a
holdover from the country's
socialist past.

Amid intense debate about
the identity of new Egypt, the
new document emphasized the
country's Islamic identity by
stating in Article 2 that the state
religion is Islam and the princi-
ple of the Islamic Sharia law is
the main source of legislation.
Article 4, however, bans politi-
cal parties based on religious
grounds.

Before announcing the inter-

im constitution, the transitional
government met a long-running
demand of reformers and car-
ried out a state media shake-
up, replacing the old chief edi-
tors who under Mubarak era
acted as his regime's cheer-
leaders.

Many of them, such as Al-
Ahram editor-in-chief Osama
Saraya, led media campaigns
against the Jan. 25 uprising,
dubbing anti-Mubarak protest-
ers as a "destabilizing" force
and exaggerating the number
of government supporters
marching the streets against the
anti-government protests.

Shortly after the announce-
ment of the new appointments,
journalists in one of Egypt's
oldest magazines, El-Mussawar,
announced a strike to get their
own chief editor Hamdi Rizk
replaced, who was also known
for his pro-government stances.

Under the Mubarak regime,
the president personally
appointed all editors of major
state owned publications.

Also Wednesday, two peo-
ple were killed in a gun battle
between villagers in southern
Egypt. Another 16 were hurt.
The fight started with an argu-
ment among teenagers.

The violence highlighted ris-
ing lawlessness since Mubarak's
ouster, particularly in more trib-
al areas, like the southern
province of Asyout.

Soldiers rushed to the area
to stop the fight.

Egypt's presidential vote
to be held by November 

A MURAL depicting a man in shackles and the Facebook logo and a mobile phone is seen on the wall of
the University of Helwan arts academy along with other murals commemorating the revolution that
overthrew Hosni Mubarak in the Zamalek neighborhood of Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, March 30, 2011. They
painted icons of the protests that began Jan. 25, including Facebook, which activists used to organize
protests, and symbols of Muslim-Christian unity. (AP)
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TOKYO
Asscoiated Press

FEARS about contaminated
seafood spread Wednesday
despite reassurances that radi-
ation in the waters off Japan's
troubled atomic plant pose no
health risk, as the country's
respected emperor consoled
evacuees from the tsunami and
nuclear emergency zone.

While experts say radioac-
tive particles are unlikely to
build up significantly in fish, the
seafood concerns in the country
that gave the world sushi are
yet another blemish for Brand
Japan. It has already been hit
by contamination of milk, veg-
etables and water, plus short-
ages of auto and tech parts after
a massive quake and tsunami
disabled a coastal nuclear pow-
er plant.

Setbacks at the Fukushima
Dai-ichi nuclear complex
mounted Wednesday, as the
plant's operator, Tokyo Power
Electric Co., announced that its
president was hospitalized.
Masataka Shimizu has not been
seen since a news conference
two days after the March 11
quake that spawned the
destructive wave. His absence
fueled speculation that he had
suffered a breakdown.

Spokesman Naoki Tsunoda
said Shimizu, 66, was admitted
to a Tokyo hospital Tuesday
after suffering dizziness and
high blood pressure.

The problems at the nuclear

plant have taken center stage,
but the tsunami also created
another disaster: Hundreds of
thousands of people were
forced from their homes after
the wave drove miles (kilome-
ters) inland, decimating whole
towns. The official death toll
stood at 11,362 late Wednes-
day, with the final toll likely
surpassing 18,000.

Japan's respected Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko
visited disaster evacuees at a
center in Tokyo on Wednes-
day. The visit was marked by a
formality that is typical of inter-
actions with the royal couple,
but survivors said they were
encouraged.

"I couldn't talk with them
very well because I was ner-
vous, but I felt that they were
really concerned about us," said
Kenji Ukito, an evacuee from a
region near the plant who has
already moved four times since
the quake. "I was very grate-
ful."

The emperor and his wife
make fairly frequent public
appearances, visiting nursing
homes and the disabled and
attending ceremonies through-
out the year. In particular, they
are expected to mourn with
those affected by natural dis-
asters. Akihito made a similar
visit to evacuees after the Kobe
earthquake in 1995.

At the Fukushima plant, the
fight to cool the reactors and
stem their release of radiation
has become more complicated

in recent days since the discov-
ery that radioactive water is
pooling in the plant, restricting
the areas in which crews can
work. It also puts emergency
crews in the uncomfortable
position of having to pump in
more water to continue cool-
ing the reactor while simulta-
neously pumping out contami-
nated water.

That contamination has also
begun to seep into the sea, and
tests Wednesday showed that
waters 300 yards (meters) out-
side the plant contained 3,355
times the legal limit for the
amount of radioactive iodine.

It's the highest rate yet, but
Nuclear and Industrial Safety
Agency official Hidehiko
Nishiyama said it did not pose
any threat to human health
because the iodine rarely stays
in fish. There is no fishing in
the area because it is within the
evacuation zone around the
plant.

Radioactive iodine is short-
lived, with a half-life of just
eight days, and in any case was
expected to dissipate quickly in
the vast Pacific Ocean. It does
not tend to accumulate in shell-
fish.

Other radioactive particles
have been detected in the
waters near the plant, and some
have made their way into fish.
Trace amounts of radioactive
cesium-137 have been found in
anchovies as far afield as Chiba,
near Tokyo, but at less than 1
percent of acceptable levels.

Tainted seafood fears
spread as Japan plant leaks

SOUTH Korean environmentalists stage a protest aboard a boat calling for the closure of the outdated Wol-
sung reactor and opposing the construction of a new reactor on seas off Wolsung Nuclear Power Plant
in Gyeongju, South Korea, Wednesday, March 23, 2011. Fears over possible radiation contamination are
growing in South Korea, the country closest to Japan, after Japanese nuclear power plants were damaged
by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami.(AP)
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AJDABIYA, Libya
Associated Press 

MOAMMAR Gadhafi's
ground forces recaptured a
strategic oil town Wednesday
and moved within striking dis-
tance of another major eastern
city, nearly reversing the gains
rebels made since international
airstrikes began. Rebels pleaded
for more help, while a U.S. offi-
cial said government forces are
making themselves harder to tar-
get by using civilian "battle wag-
ons" with makeshift armaments
instead of tanks.

Western powers kept up the
pressure to force Gadhafi out
with new airstrikes in other parts
of Libya, hints that they may
arm the opposition and intense
negotiations behind the scenes
to find a country to give haven to
Libya's leader of more than 40
years.

Airstrikes have neutralized
Gadhafi's air force and pounded
his army, but his ground forces
remain far better armed, trained
and organized than the opposi-
tion.

The shift in momentum back
to the government's side is hard-
ening a U.S. view that the poor-
ly equipped opposition is prob-
ably incapable of prevailing
without decisive Western inter-
vention — either an all-out U.S.-
led military assault on regime
forces or a decision to arm the
rebels.

The fresh battlefield setbacks
by the rebels come as NATO is
in the process of taking over con-
trol of the airstrikes, which began
as a U.S.-led operation. Diplo-
mats said they have given
approval for the commander of
the NATO operation, Canadi-
an Gen. Charles Bouchard, to
announce a handover on Thurs-
day.

Gadhafi's forces also have
adopted a new tactic in light of
the pounding airstrikes have giv-
en their tanks and armored vehi-
cles, a senior U.S. intelligence
official said. They've left some of
those weapons behind in favor of
a "gaggle" of "battle wagons":
minivans, sedans and SUVs fit-
ted with weapons, said the offi-
cial, who spoke anonymously in

order to discuss sensitive U.S.
intelligence on the condition and
capabilities of rebel and regime
forces. Rebel fighters also said
Gadhafi's troops were increas-
ingly using civilian vehicles in
battle.

The change not only makes it
harder to distinguish Gadhafi's
forces from the rebels, it also
requires less logistical support,
the official said.

The official said airstrikes
have degraded Gadhafi's forces
since they were launched March
19, but the regime forces still
outmatch those of the opposi-
tion "by far," and few members
of Gadhafi's military have
defected lately. The disparity was
obvious as government forces
pushed back rebels about 100
miles (160 kilometers) in just two
days. The rebels had been clos-
ing in on the strategic city of
Sirte, Gadhafi's hometown and a
bastion of support for the long-
time leader, but under heavy
shelling they retreated from Bin
Jawwad on Tuesday and from
the oil port of Ras Lanouf on
Wednesday.

Gadhafi's forces adapt to airstrikes, pound rebels 

A LIBYAN rebel checks a rocket launcher mounted on top of a pickup truck after retreating back east, at
the outskirts of the town of al-Agila, Libya Wednesday, March 30, 2011. Moammar Gadhafi's ground forces
recaptured a strategic oil town Wednesday and were close to taking a second, making new inroads in beat-
ing back a rebel advance toward the capital Tripoli. (AP)

 



By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Retail, concession and
restaurant operators in the
new US departures termi-
nal at Lynden Pindling
International Airport
(LPIA) are upbeat about
business levels at their new
locations, yesterday report-
ing that sales in the replace-
ment terminal have met or
exceeded their expectations.

Tyrone Nabbie, propri-
etor of food vendors Kafe
Kalik and Bahama Dutch
Oven Pizza, said daily sales
at his two locations in the
new US terminal have
already surpassed those seen
at the two Kafe Kalik outlets
that he operated in the now-
closed former US terminal.

“The traffic has been
steady. Things have been
going very well in both of
the restaurants. People are
finding it very welcoming,
and it’s a good change of
pace for those travellers who
have the time to sit and real-
ly try out Bahamian food,”

said Mr Nabbie, of the Kafe
Kalik sit-down restaurant in
particular.

He added that he only
expects foot traffic to
improve as the Bahamian
tourism industry is restored
to pre-economic crisis lev-
els, and with the re-launch of
Cable Beach in the form of
Baha Mar.

The $191 million, 247,000
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Cable & Wireless Commu-
nications (CWC) has the ability
and regional knowledge to
unlock the Bahamas Telecom-
munications Company’s (BTC)
‘Triple Play’ potential to the
ultimate benefit of Bahamian
consumers, a former Chamber
of Commerce president telling
this newspaper that privatisa-
tion would ensure the ‘tail no
longer wags the dog’ at the tele-
coms carrier.

Dionisio D’Aguilar, who is
also Superwash’s president, told

CWC TO UNLOCK BTC’S ‘TRIPLE PLAY POTENTIAL’

DIONISIO D’AGUILAR

* Ex-Chamber head says
buyer will enable it to enter
new markets and go
‘head-to-head’ with Cable
* Says other foreign 
partners would have been
‘blindsided’ by cultural
issues
* Warns: ‘For far too long
BTC has been operated in
the interests of the 
politicians and employees’SEE page 9B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

The Government was yes-
terday accused of having “no
respect for the law or the
Hawksbill Creek Agree-
ment”, after Customs com-
pletely backed down from its
position that Grand Bahama
Port Authority (GBPA)
licencees must first produce
a National Insurance Board
(NIB) ‘letter of good stand-
ing’ before their bonded priv-
ileges are extended.

Fred Smith QC, the Cal-
lender’s & Co attorney and
partner, told Tribune Busi-
ness that Customs’ demands

for the NIB letter over the
past three months had “made
terrible economic challenges
faced by the licencees in
Freeport even worse”, and its
constant breaches of the

Hawksbill Creek Agreement
- stretching back over decades
- meant he was not going to
let the matter drop despite
the Government’s climb
down.

He was speaking after
receiving a March 25, 2011,
letter from Deborah Fraser,
director of legal affairs at the
Attorney General’s Office,
which attempted to resolve
the action Mr Smith brought
over the NIB letter demand,
on behalf of his three compa-
nies, just prior to yesterday’s
scheduled hearing before Jus-

‘No respect for the
Hawksbill Creek’

n Customs in total climb down on NIB letter condition for Freeport
licencees to get bonded privileges
n But attorney intends to continue action, and accused government of
disrespecting rule of law
n Says ‘punitive damages’ needed to control Customs
n Tells government: ‘This is ‘FREEport, not Tax the Hell out of it port’

FRED SMITH

SEE page 6B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Customs’ demand for
Grand Bahama Port Authori-
ty (GBPA) licencees to pro-
duce National Insurance
Board (NIB) good standing
letters before their bonded
privileges are renewed has
matched the recession and
post-Christmas consumer
spending slump when it comes
to negatively impacting
Freeport’s economy, a leading
businessman said yesterday.

Chris Lowe, operations man-
ager at Kelly’s (Freeport),
which is challenging Customs

NIB letter
matched
recession’s
damage

SEE page 10B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Bahamas Motor Dealers Association (BMDA) mem-
bers have expressed concerns over whether their new
vehicle supplies will meet demand, especially if last week-
end’s Car Show stimulates buyer activity, due to factors
such as the Japanese earthquake and worldwide demand
for the latest model.

This, they told Tribune Business, will be compounded
by the fact most Bahamian new car dealers have been
cautious with their orders, aiming to keep inventory lev-
els to a minimum given the demand fall-off resulting
from the recession and unemployment/reduced incomes.
As a result, some are nervously awaiting updates from
their manufacturers and regional offices later this week,
which will determine any impact and whether existing
orders will be fulfilled.

Fred Albury, owner/president of Executive Motors,
told this newspaper that “most of the dealers have fallen
on the side of caution on carrying inventory”, but he
anticipated there would be no problems in meeting short-
term Bahamian demand.

Yet he noted that any negative impact would likely first
be felt in July and August, given that new car orders
took an average of four-and-a-half months to come
through to the dock in Nassau once they were placed.

“What was scheduled to come in for June and July is

Car dealers
fear supply
shortages

SEE page 11B

AIRPORT TENANTS SEE
SALES RISES UP TO 35%

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Cable and Wireless Com-
munications (CWC) and the
two unions representing the
Bahamas Telecommunica-
tions Company’s (BTC) line
and managerial staff are set
to meet for the first time this
Monday, after months of acri-
mony over the Governmen-
t’s decision to sell the state-
owned telecoms provider cul-

BTC unions
set to meet
new owner

SEE page 3B

SEE page 12B

 



By DEIDRE M. BASTIAN

Are some of
your most
c h e r i s h e d
portraits torn,

discoloured and fading away?
If so, do not let your moments
or family history disappear,
as they are too precious to
lose. Fortunately, it is now
possible through the use of
computers and software to
restore almost any photo at
very reasonable prices.

Before the advent of com-
puters and software such as

Photoshop, most photo
restoration was done by

experts such as museum art
restorers. Repairs were
applied directly to the dam-
aged photo and consisted
mainly of air brushing. This
is still a preferred method for
valuable historical photos,
such as those found in
archival collections, but is
very expensive and not nor-
mally popular with the aver-
age person wishing to repair
old damaged family photos
today.

What is Photo restoration? 
It is the practice of restoring

a photograph that has been
damaged or affected by age.
Damages can now be correct-
ed digitally through imaging
manipulating software using
a scanner. Once all repairs are
made to the copy using com-
puter software, a new print
can be produced. The final
digital photo file of the
repaired photo can be saved
as an archival copy, which
replaces the need for a nega-
tive.

Can anyone do photo
restoration? 

Anyone with a computer,
expertise and the appropriate
software should be able to
make minor repairs. Even
though Photoshop is the
industry’s standard software,
many cheaper packages will
also allow you to repair many
of the damages on old pho-
tos. It is simple, and the dif-
ference between amateur and
professional restorers is prac-

tice.  There are many local
graphic institutes and web-
sites that can assist for a small
fee, based on the number of
hours and amount of detail
required to complete the
work.

What type of photos do
people want restored? 

Family photos are the main
area of interest. Other rea-
sons for photo manipulations
are red-eye or blemish
removal, damaged facial fea-
tures, moderate scratches or
surface cracking, paper wrin-
kling, moderate mold or
water damage, severe fading,
yellowing or staining, removal
of objects and or people,
adding objects and or people
from two different photos,
and replacement of back-
grounds etc.

Why are there so many
photos that require fixing? 

Most of the photo papers
and inks used up until recent-
ly have not been archival
quality and, as a result, many
photo prints show signs of
fading and colour shifts after a
few years. Additionally, poor
storage practices, such as
keeping photos in basements
or exposure to sunlight, have
also contributed to the poor
conditions.

What is archival quality? 
It is now possible for the

average person to have prints
made using archival quality
photo papers and inks, which
are rated to last from 50 to
100 years without showing
signs of fading or colour shift.
Standard photos can show
these defects in as little as a
few years.

What are the benefits of
restoring old photos? 

It is a good idea to restore
your entire photo collection
to alleviate the unavoidable
destruction that will take
place, no matter how careful-
ly the photos are stored. Once
restored, the photos can be
copied to CD or DVD for
storage and safe keeping. Dig-
ital images do not change and
will allow you to make prints
at any time should disaster
strike.  

What should be preserved
when restoring a photo? 

The ideal situation is to
repair damaged areas of a
photo without abstracting
from the original feel and
look. Some restorers use too
much smoothing, which can
result in a final photo that
looks more like a painting
rather than a photo. It is bet-

ter to repair by using the
clone and healing tool, as you
want to repair the most obvi-
ous damage. Keep in mind
that old photos have a certain
amount of grain, which should
be reduced but not complete-
ly removed. It should still look
like a photo when complet-
ed. Remember, a good
restoration is one that can’t
be detected.

Can I do it myself? 
Absolutely. Here’s how:

Click on File: Open or
CTRL+O: Open the Old
Photo you want to restore in
Adobe Photoshop CS4. Eye
dropper tool (Right Click)
The Ruler tool. Left Click,
drag and leave along the edge
of the photo to define the ori-
entation. This helps us to crop
the photo without losing any
photo area if the photo is tilt-
ed.

Image menu: Image Rota-
tion, Arbitrary. Enter the
angle by which you want the
canvas to rotate in either
clockwise or counter clock-
wise direction. Click OK and
check if the photo’s orienta-
tion appears to be straight.
Adjust the levels and channel
mode to suit your image and
make it clearer. You can also
use Auto Level for a quick
improvement with or without
additional adjustments.

Select Clone stamp tool.
Select the brush type you
want, preferably a feathered
one to make sure it blends
well with the background. Alt
+Left click to select the patch
you want to clone, then left
click the area you want to fill
(like the yellow spots in the
sample photo above) .

Not only can you correct
bad patches, you can edit pho-
tos, duplicate parts of the pho-
to and also correct torn pho-
tos by cloning a side back-
ground on to the empty area.  

Depending on how dam-
aged the photo is, there is
software called GIMP, which

stands for GNU Image
Manipulation Program. Real-
ly, all you need to know is
that it is free. It was first
released back in 1996, and
since then it has been devel-
oped and matured to be
recognised as a real alterna-
tive for Photoshop. If you
consider yourself an amateur,
GIMP is your guy as it has
the right price and features
for you.

Tips: Before you get start-
ed, scan the photos on to your
computer using the highest
resolution possible. 600 dpi
will produce an ideal result
for printing and storage. How-
ever, you can scan at a higher
or lower resolution as neces-
sary to get a higher image
quality, or save space on your
hard drive. For example, if
you're editing your photo to
include it on a CD, DVD or
to publish it on the Internet,
you can scan at a lower reso-
lution such as 200 dpi. Select a
lossless format such as PNG
or BMP for your scan. Be
sure to save your image with a
new file name to preserve
your original scan.

Primarily, the healing brush
is now a very popular tool,
and most modern photos we
see are retouched in studios,
which gives a happier, youth-
ful look, especially for the
female gender. By virtue of
this fact, the touch-up brush
aids in removing facial blem-
ishes and/or wrinkles. This
process can result with you
staring at an older person with
a youthful picture. Be careful
not to overdo it, as it may
remove all the characteristics
that appear misleading. Chal-
lenge yourself today, and
experiment with the ‘touch
up’ tool. Until we meet again,
have fun, enjoy life and stay
on top of your game. 

NB: Author welcomes
feedback at: 

deedee2111@hotmail.com
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A graphic portrait that never fades
T H E  A R T  O F

GRAPHIX
D E I D R E  M . B A S T I A N

Good morning Dee,

Firstly, let me start by thanking you for your articles, in the dai-
ly Tribune each week. They have not only educated me on the
things I never knew but also helped me to understand terms I
often heard but never quite comprehend. The article you wrote
on ‘Graphic signs of design addiction’ was very informative ,and
I guess you can say that I fall under that ‘Photography and
movie geek’ lol. I love the way your article style changes each
week. You cater to all persons (business people, young adults like
myself and also your counterparts). Your writing style is so easy
and friendly, and that’s important. Keep up the good work.

Ms.Tabitha L Pratt
blessyourhart@hotmail.com

READERS FEEDBACK
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April Is
“Cancer Control Month.”

The Cancer Centre, Bahamas
Will Be Hosting

Each Year, The President Of The USA Declares April As

Cancer Control Month. Efforts Are Made To Inform People

On Ways To Prevent Cancer And Highlight

Progress In Cancer Research.

The Cancer Centre, Bahamas Is The Second Site In The World
Outside The Untied States And North America To Be Accredited

By The American College Of Radiation Oncology (ACRO).
Our Doctors Stand Committed And Rededicate This Centre

To Fighting This Disease.

Hon. Prof. Dr. Arthur Porter
PC, MD, MBA, FACR, FACR, FAAMA

Director of Radiation Oncology, And

CEO of McGill University Health Centre

Dr. Corrine Sin Quee
MBBS, FAAP

Director of Paediatric Oncology

Professor Dr. Karol Sikora 
MA, PhD. FRCR, FRCP, FFPM

Director of Medical Oncology, And

Director, CancerPartnersUK, London

We Bring The Best In American Technology To You Where

It Is Better In The Bahamas!

Google Us Today!

A Free Public Lecture

World Renowned And One Of Britain’s Foremost Cancer Specialists, Prof. Dr.

Karol Sikora Is Inviting The General Public To A Free Cancer Lecture On

Cancer Control - A Realistic Challenge.
Tuesday April 12th, 2011@ 6:30 pm

Call 502-9610 To RSVP

A Cancer Clinic

With Prof. Dr. Karol Sikora

To Provide Consultation And Treatment To Persons With Cancer

Monday, April 11th, 2011

For An Appointment

Telephone: 242-502-9610

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

RADIOLOGIST
The Imaging Centre at The Medical Pavilion is seeking a
qualified Radiologist with at least 4-5 years post training 

experience. Candidate must be well versed in the following 

areas: • Ultrasonography

• Mammography

• CT & MRI Scans

• Interventional Experience (Plus)

Qualified individuals should submit complete resume to:

Human Resources Department

Re: Radiologist

P.O. Box N-4296 

Nassau, Bahamas
Tele: (242) 356-6666

Fax: (242) 356-6680 

E-mail: hrtmpjobs@gmail.com

FRANCESCA LEVY,
AP Business Writer
NEW YORK 

Stocks rose Wednesday as a
strong payroll report and a
big pharmaceutical deal over-
shadowed concerns about the
nuclear crisis in Japan and the
battle for control of Libya.

The ADP National
Employment Report said
201,000 new private sector
jobs were added in March.
That is roughly in line with
the 210,000 analysts had
expected, but investors were
encouraged by a strong gain
in small business hiring.

While not a huge surprise,
the ADP report "helped the
realization that things are not
as bleak as they seemed a few
weeks ago," said Ryan Det-
rick, a strategist at Schaeffer-
's Investment Research.

The report is seen as a pre-
cursor to the government's
March payrolls report due
Friday, but the two reports
don't always match up.
Traders are looking for any
clues about how strong the
U.S. job market is as they try
to figure out how soon the

Federal Reserve will start
raising interest rates.

Cephalon Inc. surged 28
percent after Valeant Phar-
maceuticals International
offered to take over the bio-
pharmaceutical company for
$5.7 billion in cash. Valeant,
based in Canada, rose 10 per-
cent. The takeover bid is the
latest in a string of deal-relat-
ed news, another positive sign
for investors.

"It shows that companies
still think there are some good
deals out there," said Detrick.

"If they are willing to pay a
premium, that's a good sign
for the overall stock market."

The Dow Jones industrial
average rose 80 points, or 0.7
percent, to 12,359. The broad-
er Standard and Poor's 500
index rose 10, or 0.8 percent,
to 1,329. The Nasdaq com-
posite rose 19, or 0.7 percent,
to 2,776.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury note edged down to
3.46 percent from 3.49 per-
cent late Tuesday.

The market plodded higher
against a backdrop of unset-
tling international news. Con-
cerns about European debt
loomed as Portugal moved
closer to needing a bailout
and Spain's central bank fore-
cast a lower growth rate and
higher deficit than previously
predicted.

Seawater near Japan's crip-
pled nuclear facility tested at
its highest radiation levels yet
and the plant's owner pub-
licly acknowledged that four
of six nuclear reactors would
have to be decommissioned.
In Libya, NATO forces initi-
ated a new wave of airstrikes
against Gadhafi's forces.

Stocks higher after payroll
report and pharma deal 

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS

WALL STREET

minated in the House of
Assembly approving the
move last week.

Bernard Evans, president
of the Bahamas Communica-
tions and Public Officers
Union (BCPOU), said the
meeting will take place at an
as yet unconfirmed time on
Monday, the day that CWC
takes over management con-
trol of BTC, in which it will
own a 51 per cent stake.

Mr Evans said both he and
William Carroll, who heads
the Bahamas Communica-
tions and Public Managers
Union, will sit down with
CWC executives, to “discuss
the way forward”. He said he
will be in “listening mode”.

Nonetheless, the meeting
will undoubtedly be a tense
one, with Mr Evans having
led the movement that has
opposed the sale of 51 per

cent of BTC to CWC. Along
the way he has charged that
the company is not a suitable
strategic partner for the state-
owned incumbent for a mul-
titude of reasons, and has
sought to block the sale in the
courts, telling this newspaper
he could not “support the
deal no matter what”.

At around the same time,
the union president said BTC
employees also “really don’t
want to work with CWC no
matter what”.

However, Mr Evans, who
claimed two weeks ago that
he has turned down a num-
ber of requests from CWC to
meet in recent months, has
recently also suggested he
would be open to sitting down
with the grouping if the sale
of BTC went through -
although only if the majority
of staff support it.

One of the major issues
which will likely be a priority
for CWC in the upcoming dis-

cussions is the reduction of
staff numbers at BTC that it
will be seeking through the
offering of voluntary redun-
dancy packages. CWC has
proposed that it would like to
implement a 30 per cent staff
reduction.

Asked what position the
union will likely put forward
on this particular matter, Mr
Evans said: “We’ll have to see
what their plans are. We’ll be
there in a listening mode.
Once we hear what their
plans are we’ll make our deci-
sion.”

As to what proportion of
BTC’s current staff count he
believes could be disposed to
accepting voluntary redun-
dancy packages, Mr Evans
said he believed “everyone
who’s 55 and over” would
likely be open to such an
offer. However, he declined
to state what proportion of
BTC’s staff this would repre-
sent at this time. 

By SIMON COOPER

When Sol Kerzner built
the Atlantis Resort on
Paradise Island, more
than a few locals won-

dered at the name. After all, which of
us has not heard of a mid-Atlantic con-
tinent known by the same name – a con-
tinent that vanished beneath the ocean
following a tsunami, at least according
to that normally reliable Greek historian
fellow, Plato. While we do not experi-
ence tsunamis of that magnitude here,
and there is no proof that such a conti-
nent ever existed, it is true that the
Bahamian economy does have its roller-
coasters, too. 

Kerzner International is strongly deny-
ing rumours of difficulties with liquidity
at Atlantis, and has confirmed that oper-
ations “remain very strong” and with
“ample liquidity”. Yet tribune242.com
continues to also report that “the com-
pany could default on a multi-million
dollar debt as early as [April]”.  

If this does happen, could it result in
the refinancing of part of a reported $3
billion total debt, the dumping of periph-
eral assets on the market, or a change
of ownership as some would suggest?
Moreover, what could have gone wrong
with something that showed such great
promise? In addition, what does this
mean for Bahamian employees, if any-
thing at all?  Back in 2006, rumours sur-
faced that Mr Kerzner was considering
restructuring the debt that he took on
when he took the company into private
ownership. Large corporations do this
all the time and such actions are usually
meaningless in themselves. In fact, it is
often just a matter of managing debt
costs down. The harsher truth is that the
company - and its resorts - have suffered
financially since the 2008 crisis (who has

not) and may well need to roll the debt a
little longer to survive comfortably. 

I personally do not expect Atlantis to
crawl into a corner and die. It is a presti-
gious resort with solid medium to long-
term business prospects, and has many
loyal supporters who visit time and again.
That it has to pull in its belt in these dif-
ficult times is hardly surprising, but hard-
ly indicative of disaster either. The pub-
licity has, however, highlighted another
matter. That matter is the fragility of our
economy that relies so heavily on
tourism. I sometimes wonder whether
the Bahamas government does enough to
maintain our position as a leading
Caribbean destination, and how far away
we are from where we could perhaps be. 

Baha Mar adds another interesting

flavour to the mix, of course. The number
of tourists who could stop over on our
islands at any one time is not open end-
ed. I predict a titanic battle between larg-
er holiday corporations as the supply of
rooms increases. This will be good for
both room prices and our number of
stopovers, so this is not necessarily bad
news either. 

Ours is a free-market economy with
its ups and downs, and these fluctuations
ensure that the strong survive. While I
have no doubt that Mr Kerzner may have
had better nights than recently, I for one
assure him of the Bahamas’ apprecia-
tion for what his businesses do for us,
and wish him every success in business, as
I do his competition, too. 

NB: Res Socius was founded by Simon
Cooper in 2009, and is a business bro-
kerage authorised by the Bahamas
Investment Authority. He has extensive
private and public SME experience, and
was formerly chief executive of a publicly
traded investment company. He was
awarded an MBA with distinction by
Liverpool University in 2005. Contact
him on 636-8831 or write to simon.coop-
er@ressocius.com. 

Atlantis unlikely to
sink in debt ocean

FROM page 1B

BTC unions set to meet new owner

SIMON
COOPER

LANDMARK: The world-renowned Atlantis resort on Paradise Island.
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The National Insurance
Board (NIB) has been named
as vice-chair of the Interna-
tional Social Security Associ-
ation’s (ISSA) Technical
Commission (TC) on
Employment Policies and
Unemployment Insurance.

The appointment will be for
three years  until the ISSA
General Assembly meets in
2013 in Qatar. Algernon
Cargill, as Director, Nation-
al Insurance Board, will rep-
resent NIB.

Mr Cargill said: “That the
National Insurance Board has
been selected to participate
in deliberating on issues of
social security at this interna-
tional level speaks volumes
of the degree to which NIB
has impressed ISSA with the
quality of the character and
capability we can bring to the
table. The Technical Com-
mission will shape the way
global social security organi-
sations provide guidance and
support to member organisa-
tions on employment policies
and unemployment insurance.
I’m humbled to have this
incredible opportunity to rep-
resent my country and the
National Insurance Board in
the capacity of vice-chairper-
son. I’m committed to ensur-
ing that my participation will
honour both.”

Mr Cargill travelled to
Geneva to take part in the
fifth ISSA Forum for Tech-
nical Commissions (28-29
March 2011), the first meeting
for the triennium that ends in
2013. The Forum brought
together chairpersons and
vice-chairpersons of all TCs.
Its objective was to finalise
the planning process of the
TCs and to provide an oppor-
tunity for exchange and coor-
dination among them.

Mr Cargill was also
appointed, in his own right,
to serve as a liaison of the
Technical Commission on
employment polices and
unemployment and partici-
pate in a global cross-cut-
ting/cross-functional project
being organised by ISSA to
develop service quality guide-
lines for social security. When
released, these guidelines will
be made available to all social
security organisations as the
ISSA benchmark.

Mr Cargill said: “To say the
very least, I was deeply hon-
oured by the selection. I know
I and my team have our work
cut out for us at home and in
connection with ISSA. As the
Association notes, the
enhancement and extension
of social security will remain
major challenges for the
decades to come.”

The 83-year old Interna-
tional Social Security Associ-
ation is dedicated to promot-
ing and developing social
security worldwide, and com-
prises 340-plus member
organisations.

Addressing members of the
ISSA Council at the World

Social Security Forum, Errol
Frank Stoove, its president,
said: “The current financial
and economic crisis is remind-
ing us once again of the
fragility of the global econo-
my and more, in particular,
of the social infrastructure. 

“Now, more than ever, it is
important to continue priori-
tising social security and
health care, and protection of
the most vulnerable in soci-
ety. As an alliance of admin-
istrations responsible for pre-
vention, care and many forms
of social security, the ISSA
has a task that not only deals
with the present but its mis-
sion extends into the future: it
must ensure that social secu-
rity continues to be on the
agenda.”

The National Insurance
Board hosted the sixth Amer-
ican Regional Conference of
ISSA on Paradise Island,
April 1994. In addition to its
ties with the Association,
NIB’s international linkages
include membership in the
Inter-American Conference
on Social Security (CISS),
which was granted in 1992.

NIB appointed vice-chair
on key global committee

SHAKE ON IT: Algernon Cargill, NIB Director (right) with President of
ISSA, Errol Francis Stoove.



An Eleuthera-based tour
operator welcomed its 8,000th
guest during January 2011, its
operations now employing
some 30 persons.

Eleuthera Adventure
Tours’ The Taste of Eleuthera
tour takes guests on a histor-
ical journey, commencing in
the settlement of Bannerman
Town and continuing as far
north as Tarpum Bay. Tour
guides share the stories and
significance of sites such as
the Sara Ann Miller Planta-
tion Ruins, the Gale Hole,
and the historic St.  Colum-
ba Anglican Church. Visitors
are educated about the lan-
guage, culture and food of
Eleuthera.

Since 2009, Eleuthera
Adventure Tours has been
catering to passengers of
Princess Cruises. One guest
from Michigan wrote back,
“We just want to thank you
all for giving us such a won-
derful tour of your beautiful
island. 

“The history, culture and
food were all amazing”. As a
part of the overall tour, guests
are treated to a Bahamian
lunch followed by a Junkanoo
Beach Rush-Out. 

Another guest from New
Orleans wrote: “Just wanted
to let you know that your tour
was, by far, the most awesome
one we took on our seven-day
cruise”.

Thomas Sands, shareholder
in Eleuthera Adventure
Tours, said: “We are pleased
with the progress made by the
Eleuthera Adventure Tours
in such a short period of time.
We started this business when
the economy had slowed
down tremendously, when
businesses were closing and
everyone said that it would

not be possible to run a suc-
cessful tour in South
Eleuthera. 

“It is important to our com-
pany that South Eleutherans
benefit from this venture, and
they do. 

“When one considers the
independent workers, like the
craft and food vendors, who
service our guests, there are
more than 30 persons gain-
fully employed through our
operation.“

Empowering
“That’s what we’re all

about- empowering our peo-
ple to take advantage of the
economic opportunities that
exist, and that will eventually
come”.

Monique Smith, tour direc-
tor at Eleuthera Adventure
Tours, added: “We place a
high value on our personal
interaction with our guests.
We want them to feel wel-
comed and engaged. During
the tour experience we ensure
that there is always something
to for them to do; whether we

are plaiting straw, taking a
photo with a police officer,
forming a Junkanoo conga
line or visiting a local site; our

guests are always a part of the
action.” 

Praising the company’s
employees, Ms Smith added:
“Having well-trained and

knowledgeable staff has been
a key to our success.

“We ensure that they know
about our local and national
history, and our community.

And, most importantly, we
ensure  they live up to the
high standards set by the
Eleuthera Adventure Tours
family”.
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A TASTE OF ELEUTHERA: Guests, who are taken on a historical journey, are also treated to a Bahamian
lunch followed by a Junkanoo Beach Rush-Out.

PLEASED WITH PROGRESS: Thomas Sands, shareholder in Eleuthera
Adventure Tours.

Tour operator sees its 8,000th visitor
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tice Hartman Longley.
“We advise that the Comp-

troller of Customs has been
instructed to discontinue, with
immediate effect, the request
that licencees provide a let-
ter of good standing from the
National Insurance Board
(NIB) in order to secure an
over-the-counter bonded sale
letter,” Mrs Fraser wrote.

“We trust this more amica-
ble approach will bring this
matter to an end. However,
it should be noted that this
approach ought not to be
regarded as any admission or
otherwise prejudiced to, or as
a waiver, of any other statu-
tory obligation on the part of
your clients or other
licencees.”

However, Mr Smith said he
had no intention of with-
drawing the Judicial Review
action he had brought on
behalf of Callender’s & Co,
Smith’s Point and Bahamian
Outdoor Adventure Tours,
arguing that Customs’ actions
over the years showed it could
not be trusted to comply with
the Hawksbill Creek Agree-
ment.

“I am shocked at this turn
of events,” Mr Smith told Tri-
bune Business yesterday. “It
is unbelievable that the Gov-
ernment should think they
can act with such brutal
aggression and such arbitrary
force towards licencees in
Freeport and, when we are
forced to sue, thinks they can
simply withdraw the attack
and pretend everything is OK.
It just doesn’t work that way.

“Every year, Customs man-
ufactures some kind of abu-
sive attack on licencees and
the Hawksbill Creek Agree-
ment. The Government, in

particular, this FNM govern-
ment, seems determined to
break the Hawksbill Creek
Agreement. This I cannot
understand, especially since
the FNM, when they won in
1992, openly expressed a
desire to work with the Port
Authority and licencees to
flesh out the Hawksbill Creek
Agreement.”

Arguing that Customs con-
stantly came up with new
“machinations”, Mr Smith
added: “I am sure these con-
ceptions are not born in Cus-
toms, but most come from
Cabinet and the Ministry of
Finance, as Customs, after all
these years, must know what
they have been doing.

“I do not intent to with-
draw the case. I intend to urge
the court to give justice. It
tends to be one issue after
another, and although Cus-
toms may not insist on an
NIB letter today, tomorrow
they may.”

Mr Smith said he had pre-
viously successfully chal-
lenged Customs over issues
such as duty being paid on
bonded homes; illegal search-
es of a business premises on
behalf of UNEXSO; and the
illegal seizure of Kelly’s
(Freeport) goods.

“We’ve had to challenge
everything,” he added. “Cus-
toms continues to demon-
strate disregard for the
Hawksbill Creek Agreement,
and what we need is punitive
damages against Customs to
get them to heal. I do hope

the court will teach them a
lesson so they will not keep
repeating this behaviour.”

Yesterday’s planned hear-
ing was adjourned until April
15 due to an ongoing murder
trial consuming Justice Long-
ley’s time, but Mr Smith said
punitive damage awards were
“what’s missing in the
Bahamas”. US juries often
awarded millions of dollars in
such damages against major
companies and government
authorities, and he suggested
this was needed to hold the
Bahamian government
accountable.

“Licencees of the Hawks-
bill Creek Agreement must
do everything they can to pro-
tect their rights,” Mr Smith
told Tribune Business. “The
Port Authority and my com-
panies wrote to Customs for
months to resolve this amica-
ble before issuing proceed-
ings. Why must we hold a gun
to Customs’ head on the
threshold, the doorstep of the
court on the eve of trial?

“This is not governance
according to the rule of law.
It’s executive brutality and
riding roughshod over peo-
ple’s rights in the hope no one
will stand up. This FNM gov-
ernment has no respect for
the law or the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement. I remind
this FNM government that
the name of this city is
Freeport, not ‘Tax The Hell
Out of it Port’ and extract as
much as you can.”

‘No respect for the
Hawksbill Creek’
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Tribune Business that once
BTC’s cellular monopoly came
to an end, the Bahamas would
“four to five years from now”
likely see two large companies
- a CWC-controlled BTC and
Cable Bahamas - going head-
to-head in all the major com-
munications sectors, something
that could only benefit con-
sumers when it came to price,
service quality and technology.

Urging Bahamians to “look
beyond” the emotions and
nationalistic sentiments pro-
voked by the BTC privatisation
debate, Mr D’Aguilar said: “In
three years, when you’ve liber-
alised the sector and sold the
second cellular licence - say to
Cable Bahamas, and they’ve
picked up 40 per cent of the
market - Cable & Wireless will
end up owning 51 per cent of 60
per cent, and end up owning 30
per cent of the telecommuni-
cations sector.”

As a result, CWC would not
end up controlling the Bahami-
an telecommunications sector,
and Mr D’Aguilar added: “I
love the fact that CWC have
taken over BTC, primarily
because I think they are going
to allow BTC to realise in a
quicker manner its Triple Play
potential.

“On the BTC side they’re
very good at telecommunica-
tions, but that’s all they have.
They basically ceded the Inter-
net market to Cable Bahamas,
and are not at all in media,

video and TV. The potential is
for BTC to go into those two
markets.

“Then you’ve got Cable
Bahamas, who are very good
at cable TV, very good a Inter-
net but are obviously not good
at phones, although they are
trying to get into that market.”

Looking at how the Bahami-
an communications market is
set to evolve, the former Cham-
ber president added: “Once we
get over this emotion ideally,
in four-five years from now, we
will have two major companies
competing quite heavily against
each other in these two mar-
kets. Both are strong enough
to do it, and it will be good for
consumers, having two strong
companies in three liberalised
markets - media/TV, Internet
and telecommunications.

Partner
“People argue that those run-

ning BTC are doing a great job
and why are we bringing in
Cable & Wireless as a strate-
gic partner. Where a strategic
partner like Cable & Wireless
adds significant value is its abil-
ity to leverage BTC and fully
exploit those two areas not
being exploited right now. At
the end of the day, the con-
sumer will have two strong
players in these three market
areas, and that can only benefit
the consumer.”

Many see the Bahamian
communications market is
evolving largely into a duop-

oly, where the major players
are a privatised BTC and Cable
Bahamas. 

The latter has been position-
ing itself for this already,
acquiring Systems Resource
Group (SRG) to give it an
immediate entrance into the
fixed-line voice market as the
sector liberalises. The remain-
der of the industry is likely to
be populated by niche players,
although cellular operator Dig-
icel may have something to say
about that.

Meanwhile, Mr D’Aguilar
said that through being 100 per
cent consumed with its telecom-
munications business, BTC had
ignored the Internet and
media/TV opportunities avail-
able to it. He suggested this
indicated that BTC had not
been well-run or managed over
the years.

Asked whether he thought
Cable & Wireless was the best
strategic partner for BTC, the
former Chamber president
replied: “Absolutely. I think
Cable & Wireless is good for a
number of reasons. Number
one, they’re in the telecommu-
nications business and under-
stand the telecommunications
business.

“Number two, they operate
in the Caribbean. Having that
background, that history will
benefit them. When you’re
operating in this environment,
dealing with this culture takes
some getting used to. 

“If AT&T had been chosen,
they would have been blind-
sided by the work ethic, pro-
ductivity and motivational
issues. 

“You can’t come down from
North America and plant your-
self in the Bahamas. It does not
work. The fact they’re [CWC]
in 13 jurisdictions in the
Caribbean, they understand
how to make things work in the
Caribbean.”

Given that the Bahamas had
been attempting to privatise
BTC for 13-14 years, Mr
D’Aguilar said the nation now
had to “get on with it”. On the
CWC deal, he added: “On the
balance of things it’s not a bad
decision. It’s not perfect, but
on the balance of things it’s
OK.

“It’s important we liberalise
on schedule. 

“I don’t see why the Gov-
ernment should hold it up. For
far too long BTC has been
operated in the interests of the
politicians and employees that
work at BTC, and not in the
interests of consumers. Hope-
fully, this is reversed.”

BUSINESS

THE TRIBUNE                        THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2011, PAGE 9B

7KH�QHZ�����URRP�6KHUDWRQ�1DVVDX�%HDFK�5HVRUW��7KH�%DKDPDV�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU

'LUHFWRU�RI�5RRPV
5HVSRQVLEOH� IRU� VKRUW� DQG� ORQJ� WHUP� SODQQLQJ� DQG� GD\�WR�GD\� RSHUDWLRQV� RI� WKH� URRPV� DQG�
UHODWHG�DUHDV�� 5HFRPPHQG�EXGJHW�DQG�PDQDJH�H[SHQVHV�ZLWKLQ�DSSURYHG�EXGJHW�FRQVWUDLQWV��
0DMRU�DUHDV�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�PDQDJHPHQW�LQFOXGH��)URQW�2I¿FH��*XHVW�6HUYLFHV��+RXVHNHHSLQJ��
6HFXULW\�� *LIW� 6KRS� DQG� +HDOWK� &OXE�� 0D\� KDYH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� 5HFUHDWLRQ� DQG� 7HQQLV��
3DUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WRWDO�KRWHO�PDQDJHPHQW�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�KRWHO�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�

(VVHQWLDO�)XQFWLRQV
� 0DQDJH�WKH�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�WKH�URRPV�GLYLVLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DWWUDFW��UHWDLQ�DQG�
� PRWLYDWH�WKH�HPSOR\HHV���+LUH��WUDLQ��GHYHORS��HPSRZHU��FRDFK�DQG�FRXQVHO��FRQGXFW�
� SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�VDODU\�UHYLHZV��UHVROYH�SUREOHPV��SURYLGH�RSHQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
� YHKLFOHV��GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�WHUPLQDWH��DV�DSSURSULDWH��2YHUVHH�GHSDUWPHQWDO�PDWWHUV�DV�
� WKH\�UHODWH�WR�FROOHFWLYH�EDUJDLQLQJ�DJUHHPHQWV�DQG�WKH�ODERXU�ODZV�
� 'HYHORS��UHFRPPHQG��LPSOHPHQW�DQG�PDQDJH�WKH�URRPV�GLYLVLRQ¶V�DQQXDO�EXGJHW��
� EXVLQHVV�PDUNHWLQJ�SODQ��IRUHFDVWV�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�WR�PHHW�H[FHHG�PDQDJHPHQW�
� H[SHFWDWLRQV�
� ,PSOHPHQW�FRPSDQ\�SURJUDPV�DQG�PDQDJH�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�GLYLVLRQ�LQ�
� D PDQQHU�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�ORFDO�ODZV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�DQG�6WDUZRRG�SROLFLHV�DQG�
� SURFHGXUHV�WR�HQVXUH�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�TXDOLW\�DQG�FXVWRPHU�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�
� 5HVROYH�FXVWRPHU�FRPSODLQWV�DV�DSSURSULDWH�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�FXVWRPHU�
� VDWLVIDFWLRQ�DQG�TXDOLW\�
� ,PSOHPHQW�HPHUJHQF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�SURFHGXUHV�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�
� RI WKH�6HFXULW\�VWDII�WR�HQVXUH�DSSURSULDWH�SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�KRWHO�JXHVWV��VWDII�DQG�
� FRPSDQ\�DVVHWV�

6NLOOV�	�$ELOLWLHV
� 0XVW�EH�DEOH�WR�VSHDN��UHDG��ZULWH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SULPDU\�ODQJXDJH�V��XVHG�LQ�
� WKH�ZRUNSODFH�
� 0XVW�EH�DEOH�WR�UHDG�DQG�ZULWH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�SURFHVV����
� 5HTXLUHV�JRRG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV��ERWK�YHUEDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ��
� 0XVW�SRVVHVV�EDVLF�FRPSXWDWLRQDO�DELOLW\����
� 0RVW�WDVNV�DUH�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�D�WHDP�HQYLURQPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�HPSOR\HH�DFWLQJ�DV�D�WHDP�
� OHDGHU���7KHUH�LV�PLQLPDO�GLUHFW�VXSHUYLVLRQ�
� 0XVW�SRVVHVV�VXSHUYLVRU\�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�VNLOOV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�DQG�H[SUHVV�LGHDV�
� DQG�GLUHFWLYHV�FOHDUO\�WR�HPSOR\HHV�
� .QRZOHGJH�RI�FRPSXWHU�DFFRXQWLQJ�SURJUDPV��PDWK�VNLOOV�DV�ZHOO�DV�EXGJHWDU\�
� DQDO\VLV�FDSDELOLWLHV�UHTXLUHG�
� $GYDQFHG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�URRPV�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�
� KRVSLWDOLW\�SURIHVVLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�H[SHULHQWLDO�NQRZOHGJH�IRU�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�SHRSOH�
� DQG�FRPSOH[�SUREOHPV�
� $ELOLW\�WR�VWXG\��DQDO\]H�DQG�LQWHUSUHW�FRPSOH[�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�
� WR�LPSURYH�QHZ�SUDFWLFHV�RU�GHYHORS�QHZ�DSSURDFKHV�
� $ELOLW\�WR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�ZLWK�RQO\�JHQHUDO�SROLFLHV�DQG�SURFHGXUHV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�
� JXLGDQFH�
� 0XVW�EH�DEOH�WR�QHJRWLDWH��FRQYLQFH��VHOO�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�RU�KRWHO�
� JXHVWV�

4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�	�([SHULHQFH
� +LJK�6FKRRO�RU�HTXLYDOHQW�HGXFDWLRQ�UHTXLUHG��%DFKHORU¶V�'HJUHH�SUHIHUUHG�
� )RXU�WR�VL[�\HDUV�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�)URQW�2I¿FH�+RXVHNHHSLQJ�*XHVW�6HUYLFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
� DW�OHDVW�IRXU�\HDUV�VXSHUYLVRU\�H[SHULHQFH��UHTXLUHG�

4XDOL¿HG�DSSOLFDQWV�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�RU�HPDLO�UHVXPHV�DW�
VQEUMREV#VKHUDWRQ�FRP

1RWH��$OO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�LQ�VWULFWHVW�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH

'HDGOLQH�IRU�DOO�DSSOLFDQWV�LV�$SULO��������

CWC TO UNLOCK BTC’S ‘TRIPLE PLAY POTENTIAL’
FROM page 1B

 



on another matter, said the NIB
letter demand had effectively
brought Freeport’s bonded
(duty free) economy to a slow-
down for three months, and
was but one example of how

arbitrary government actions
were causing “instability” and
“the general decay of the econ-

omy of the Bahamas”.
Speaking to Tribune Busi-

ness yesterday, after Customs
pledged, via the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, to withdraw the
NIB letter requirement, Mr
Lowe said: “How can anyone
plan, budget or endure with this
sort of instability? I would say
that it [the NIB letter situation]
has probably been to the detri-
ment of Freeport’s economy in
equal thirds, alongside the gen-
eral recessionary environment
and the post-Christmas slump
experienced as the economy
tries to recover from the spend-
ing habits of that period.”

Noting that the situation had
impacted Freeport’s construc-
tion industry, since builders had
been unable to obtain duty-free
materials, Mr Lowe added:
“The recent moves by the
Attorney General’s Office to
stand down on the NIB com-

pliance letter required in order
to enjoy the Port Authority-
granted bonded privileges fol-
lows a pattern oft-repeated by
government agencies.

“Arbitrary rules, [policy] and
unlawful actions are part and
parcel of the natural causes of
the general decay of the econ-
omy of the Bahamas via unlaw-
ful government interference in
business and private citizen
affairs.”

Looking at the wider ramifi-
cations, Mr Lowe said: “This
affects the individual who strug-
gles to apply for anything
required from the Government
by law in the way of permits
and licensees, and affects busi-
nesses large and small alike to
the point where one wonders
what has replaced the rule of
law.

“A simple courtesy in all
these issues with Bahamas Cus-

toms could have avoided the
need for all these Judicial
Reviews and legal actions. The
defining criteria would be: Is it
lawful and, if not, it should nev-
er arise.”

Kelly’s (Freeport) and its
attorney, Fred Smith QC, of
Callender’s & Co, were yester-
day hoping to obtain the
Supreme Court’s leave to con-
tinue their own Judicial Review
action, which is challenging
Customs’ demands for a
monthly bonded goods sales
report, but the matter was put
off until April 15.

But, speaking on the NIB let-
ter issue, Mr Smith said: “The
FNM government has done
nothing but create problems for
licencees, especially in the last
few years, and made a terrible
economic situation in Freeport
even worse.

“The NIB letter situation has

caused so much disruption in
business in Freeport. Many
businesses, including mine,
have not been able to buy
bonded goods. This, and the
demand for bonded reports,
which again are not permitted
by the Hawksbill Creek Agree-
ment, are causing confusion,
difficulty and preventing com-
merce in Freeport.

“The Government has pun-
ished the Freeport business
community with the NIB letter
through January, February,
March and into April, and is
still punishing Freeport with
these bonded goods reports. I
see no end in sight to the battle
with Customs. The amicable
reaching out by the Port
Authority was crudely reject-
ed by the Government, and the
only recourse was to the courts,
which is not the way to pro-
mote commerce.”
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.19 0.95 AML Foods Limited 1.19 1.19 0.00 3,500 0.123 0.040 9.7 3.36%
10.63 9.05 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
5.75 4.40 Bank of Bahamas 5.20 5.20 0.00 0.153 0.100 34.0 1.92%
0.53 0.17 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
2.84 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.168 0.090 16.1 3.33%
2.20 1.96 Fidelity Bank 1.96 1.96 0.00 0.016 0.040 122.5 2.04%
12.40 9.25 Cable Bahamas 9.25 9.25 0.00 1.050 0.310 8.8 3.35%
2.85 2.35 Colina Holdings 2.40 2.40 0.00 1.031 0.040 2.3 1.67%
7.00 5.80 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.82 6.82 0.00 0.488 0.260 14.0 3.81%
2.86 1.90 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.22 2.26 0.04 0.111 0.045 20.4 1.99%
2.54 1.40 Doctor's Hospital 1.40 1.40 0.00 0.107 0.110 13.1 7.86%
6.30 5.22 Famguard 5.22 5.22 0.00 0.357 0.240 14.6 4.60%
9.27 5.65 Finco 7.50 7.50 0.00 0.682 0.000 11.0 0.00%
11.40 8.77 FirstCaribbean Bank 9.30 9.35 0.05 1,160 0.494 0.350 18.9 3.74%
6.00 4.57 Focol (S) 5.48 5.48 0.00 0.452 0.160 12.1 2.92%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.30 5.50 ICD Utilities 7.30 7.30 0.00 0.012 0.240 608.3 3.29%
10.50 9.80 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.859 0.640 11.4 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 1.207 0.200 8.3 2.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00 2
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00 3

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE: 242-677-BISX (2479) | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

FRIDAY, 25 MARCH 2011
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,474.46 | CHG 3.13 | %CHG 0.21 | YTD -25.05 | YTD % -1.67

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: YEAR END 2008 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets N/A N/A 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5122 1.4076 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5179 5.51% 6.90% 1.498004
2.9527 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9486 0.04% 1.45% 2.918256
1.5837 1.5141 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5837 0.61% 4.59% 1.564030
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7049 -0.56% -15.54%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.4392 0.61% -0.22%
114.3684 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 114.3684 9.98% 12.49% 109.392860
106.5528 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 106.5528 4.75% 7.18% 100.779540
1.1465 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1465 5.20% 5.20%
1.1185 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1185 4.73% 4.73%
1.1491 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1491 5.35% 5.35%
9.7485 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.7950 4.85% 5.45%
11.2361 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 10.6417 -1.20% 0.50%
10.1266 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 10.1266 1.27% 1.27%
8.4510 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 8.4510 0.72% 9.95%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Jan-11

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

30-Nov-10

31-Dec-10

31-Jan-11

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

30-Nov-10

30-Sep-10

28-Feb-11
11-Feb-11
31-Jan-11

MARKET TERMS

31-Dec-10

NAV 6MTH
1.475244
2.910084
1.545071

107.570619
105.776543

30-Jun-10

31-Dec-10

30-Nov-10

31-Jan-11
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questionable,” Mr Albury
said, adding that Executive
Motors was expecting new
car shipments to come in
this week and, possibly, one
next month. “We should
know by the end of next
week where we are in terms
of production. We will have
an idea of where we are
going, but all indications are
that just about everyone will
be affected by the fall in pro-
duction.”

The main ‘aftershock’ of
the Japanese earthquake for
auto suppliers has been the
damage caused to car parts
suppliers based in that
nation. While brands such
as Honda and Toyota may
have sustained limited or no
damage to many of their
Japanese-based plants,
many of their suppliers have
not been so fortunate. 

Mr Albury told Tribune
Business that between
11,000-12,000 parts went
into constructing a typical
vehicle, most of them
sourced from external sup-
pliers. US-built vehicles
would not be immune, he
added, as many of their elec-
tronic control parts were
made in Japan. CNN had
also estimated that global
car production was set to fall
by 30 per cent this year.

“It’s going to be far-reach-
ing,” Mr Albury said.
“We’re going to be taking
some necessary steps. We’re
going to have limited inven-
tory, so are just going to pull
back on marketing and dis-
counting on what we
presently have to protect
profit margins.

“We expect by July and
August not to have too

much inventory coming in,
so that will affect govern-
ment revenues.” As a “stop-
gap” solution, Mr Albury
said Executive Motors may
look ay sourcing one and
two year-old vehicles to
bridge the gap until “we see
where we are going”.

He added that brands
such as Kia and Hyundai,
both Korean, were having
difficulty in keeping up with
global demand for their lat-
est models.

Expressing similar senti-
ments, Rick Lowe, opera-
tions manager at Nassau
Motor Company (NMC),
said of the new car supply
situation: “We are con-
cerned, but we are awaiting

final word on how we’ll be
impacted from our suppli-
er’s regional office.

“We’ve sold a few cars
since the Car Show, and got
a few more applications. It
looks like the banks are seri-
ous and that we are headed
in the right direction.”  

Andrew Barr, Friendly
Motors’ sales manager,
added: “A lot of the dealers
are short on inventory as
well. There are manufactur-
ing problems because the
demand for a lot of the high-
tech vehicles has exceeded
supply, and a lot of produc-
tion allocation has not been
built. The manufacturer is
unable to build in the quan-
tities we need.”

BUSINESS
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Car dealers fear supply shortages
FROM page 1B

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

“We’re going to be taking some
necessary steps. We’re going to
have limited inventory, so are just
going to pull back on marketing
and discounting on what we
presently have to protect profit
margins.”

Fred Albury

 



square foot US terminal was
opened to the traveling pub-
lic on March 16, 2011. The
former terminal closed on
the same day for re-devel-
opment into what will
become the Domestic/Inter-
national arrivals terminal
once completed.

Within the new terminal
are an expanded array of

retail, restaurant and other
food outlets - some of them
entirely new, others having
shifted and/or expanded
from previous locations in
the former US terminal.

Among the retail outlets
are: Uniquely Bahamian,
The Last Straw, Piranha Joe,

My Ocean, John Bull,
Bahama Sol, Cays News &
Gifts, Tortuga Rum Cakes
and Caribbean Lighthouse.

Kafe Kalik, Bahama
Dutch Oven, Quiznos,
Wendy’s, Dunkin’ Donuts,
Bootleggers Bar, Elixir
Lounge, and Graycliff’s

Divan and Boutique offer
food and beverages to
departing travelers.

Tanya Klonaris-Azevedo,
proprietor of My Ocean,
which offers a variety of
lines of Bahamian-made
crafts and bath products,
said that for her company
there is “no comparison”
between the business envi-
ronment at its kiosk in the
former terminal and the
response to the 400 square
foot store location they now
operate out of.

Happy
“It’s been good for us,

we’re happy with the
changes. People are coming
inside and experiencing the
store, as opposed to a kiosk,
which makes a big differ-
ence. We’ve also come out
with new product lines,
about 200 new products in
total, so there’s a lot more
on offer and it is a really
uniquely Bahamian experi-
ence for visitors. We’ve
modelled our product lines
around five concepts deal-
ing with different aspects of
our culture, landscape and
folklore, really taking time
to create something new and
fresh for visitors, and there’s
definitely been a good
response,” said Ms Klonaris-
Azevedo. My Ocean now
has five employees staffing

the store. Ms Klonaris-
Azevedo added that all busi-
nesses will benefit from the
enhanced overall atmos-
phere and aesthetic appeal
of the new terminal. “If cus-
tomers are happier they
tend to be happier spending
as well,” she said.

Clothing and souvenir
retailer, Piranha Joe, also
now has a storefront for its
location in the terminal, as
opposed to the kiosk it pre-
viously operated.

Omar Chemaly said the
larger space has allowed
Piranha Joe to increase its
daily sales by an average of
35 per cent so far. The com-
pany has increased its
employee count at the air-
port site to six, and is await-
ing approval to bring on
three additional employees.

“It makes a big difference
for us, as we were very
restricted at the kiosk in
being able to carry our full
Piranha Joe line that we
offer our customers at our
other locations. Having this
larger retail space allows us
to carry the full line that
caters to the whole family. It
also allows the customer to
find exactly what they are
looking for with ease,” said
Mr Chemaly.

Randy Sands, director of
Operations for Wendy’s,
which opened its second air-
port location - joining its

domestic terminal facility -
at the US terminal, said the
fast-food company is also
very pleased with the
response so far.

“Things have been going
really well. We’ve been real-
ly well received by all trav-
ellers as well as staff allowed
to be in downstream area,
beyond US security,” he
added.

“Business is up and down
all day based on passenger
flow, but we’re very pleased
with the result so far in such
a short period of time. Giv-
en that things tend to pick
up during the busy tourist
time in the summer, we’re
even more excited to wait
and see how things go then.” 

Mr Sands added that
Wendy’s now has 45 staff,
including seven managers,
between its two airport loca-
tions, having taken on an
additional 25 staff when it
opened the new outlet.

Inga Bowleg, director of
business development for
John Bull, told Tribune
Business that the company
considers itself “honoured”
to have been afforded a
retail opportunity at the new
terminal, describing the
facilityas “simply amazing
and an achievement all
Bahamians should be
extremely proud of.”

“The store has been very
well received by Bahamians
and visitors alike, who are
also pleasantly surprised at
the array of products repre-
senting some of the world's
most sought-after
brands. To date, the Pando-
ra jewellery line has been
the greatest hit in-store,”
said Ms Bowleg. The com-
pany took on seven employ-
ees to staff the location.

A Dunkin Donuts
spokesperson echoed the
positive chorus, telling Tri-
bune Business: “The termi-
nal’s really great and the
guests are loving it. We’ve
only had positive responses
so far.”
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7KH QHZ�����URRP�6KHUDWRQ�1DVVDX�%HDFK�5HVRUW��1DVVDX��7KH�
%DKDPDV�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU

&KHI�'H�&XLVLQH
6XSSRUW�DQG�DVVLVW�WKH�([HFXWLYH�&KHI�� 2YHUVHH�WKH�GD\�WR�GD\�FXOLQDU\�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�
WKH KRWHO¶V�³¿QH�GLQLQJ´�URRP���7UDLQ�DQG�VXSHUYLVH�VWDII�DQG�PRQLWRU�IRRG�TXDOLW\�

(VVHQWLDO�)XQFWLRQV
� 6HOHFW��WUDLQ�DQG�VXSHUYLVH�NLWFKHQ�VWDII�LQ�WKH�SURSHU�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�PHQX�LWHPV��HTXLSPHQW�
� DQG VDIHW\�PHDVXUHV���
� (YDOXDWH�SHUIRUPDQFH��JLYH�JXLGDQFH�DQG�GLVFLSOLQH�DV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�SURPRWH�TXDOLW\�SURGXFWV�
� 9LVXDOO\�LQVSHFW��VHOHFW�DQG�XVH�RQO\�WKH�IUHVKHVW�IUXLWV��YHJHWDEOHV��PHDWV��¿VK��IRZO�DQG�RWKHU�
� IRRG�SURGXFWV�RI�WKH�KLJKHVW�VWDQGDUG�LQ�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�DOO�PHQX�LWHPV���
� 5HDG�DQG�HPSOR\�PDWK�VNLOOV�IRU�IROORZLQJ�UHFLSHV���
� 3UHSDUH�UHTXLVLWLRQV�IRU�VXSSOLHV�DQG�IRRG�LWHPV�IRU�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�ZRUNVWDWLRQ�
� 2EVHUYH�SURGXFWLRQ�ÀRZ�DQG�PDNH�DGMXVWPHQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DGKHUH�WR�FRQWURO�SURFHGXUHV�IRU�
� FRVW�DQG�TXDOLW\�

6NLOOV�	�$ELOLWLHV
� 0XVW�EH�DEOH�WR�VSHDN��UHDG��ZULWH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SULPDU\�ODQJXDJH�V��
� XVHG�LQ�WKH�ZRUNSODFH�
� 0XVW�EH�DEOH�WR�UHDG�DQG�ZULWH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�SURFHVV�
� 5HTXLUHV�JRRG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV��ERWK�YHUEDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ��
� 0XVW�SRVVHVV�EDVLF�FRPSXWDWLRQDO�DELOLW\���
� 0XVW�SRVVHVV�EDVLF�FRPSXWHU�VNLOOV�
� 7KRURXJK�NQRZOHGJH�RI�IRRG�SURGXFWV��VWDQGDUG�UHFLSHV�DQG�SURSHU�
� SUHSDUDWLRQ�
� $ELOLW\�WR�DQDO\]H��IRUHFDVW�GDWD��DQG�PDNH�MXGJPHQWV�WR�HQVXUH�SURSHU�
� SD\UROO�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�FRQWURO�
� $ELOLW\�WR�VXSHUYLVH�ODUJH�VWDII�DQG�DFFRPSOLVK�JRDOV�RQ�D�WLPHO\�EDVLV�
� $ELOLW\�WR�FRQGXFW�PHHWLQJV��PHQX�EULH¿QJV�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
� OLQHV�EHWZHHQ�OLQH�VWDII�DQG�'LUHFWRU��)RRG�	�%HYHUDJH�

4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�	�([SHULHQFH
� +LJK�6FKRRO�RU�HTXLYDOHQW�HGXFDWLRQ�UHTXLUHG��%DFKHORU¶V�'HJUHH�SUHIHUUHG�
� 0LQLPXP�RI�WZR�\HDUV�H[SHULHQFH�DV�D�6RXV�&KHI�LQ�D�KLJK�HQG��KLJK�TXDOLW\�
� RSHUDWLRQ�

4XDOL¿HG�DSSOLFDQWV�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�RU�HPDLO�UHVXPHV�WR�
VQEUMREV#VKHUDWRQ�FRP

1RWH��$OO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�LQ�VWULFWHVW�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH
'HDGOLQH�IRU�DOO�DSSOLFDQWV�LV�$SULO��������
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([FHOOHQW�RSSRUWXQLW\� LV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�D�SURIHVVLRQDO� LQGLYLGXDO� WR�
PRYH�DKHDG�LQ�D�JUHDW�FDUHHU��/HDGLQJ�ODZ�¿UP�LV�VHHNLQJ�WR�HPSOR\�
D KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�/HJDO�6HFUHWDU\��7KH�VXFFHVVIXO�FDQGLGDWH�VKRXOG�
SRVVHVV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VNLOOV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�

$ELOLW\�WR�
� 8QGHUVWDQG�DQG�IROORZ�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�GLUHFWLRQV�
� 7\SH�DQG�DVVHPEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQWR�SURSHU�OHJDO�IRUP�IURP�
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� 3URGXFH�OHJDO�DQG�RWKHU�GRFXPHQWV�XVLQJ�ZRUG�SURFHVVLQJ�
� VRIWZDUH�
� 0DLQWDLQ�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�OHJDO�¿OHV��UHFRUGV��DQG�UHSRUWV�
� ZRUNLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�VSHFL¿F�
� LQVWUXFWLRQV�
� (VWDEOLVK�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�HIIHFWLYH�ZRUNLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�
� FOLHQWV��OHJDO�DQG�FRXUW�UHODWHG�SHUVRQQHO��DWWRUQH\V��DQG�
� VWDII�
� 3ULRULWL]H�DVVLJQHG�GXWLHV�

-RE 5HTXLUHPHQWV�
� ([WHQVLYH�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�VRXQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�SURSHU�OHJDO�
� IRUPDW�DQG�SURFHVVHV�
� � ± �� \HDUV�OHJDO�VHFUHWDULDO�H[SHULHQFH��
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� VNLOOV�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�
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SHAWN POGATCHNIK,
Associated Press
DUBLIN

Ireland is publishing stress
tests on its four surviving banks
Thursday — and analysts
expect the results to force all

of them to come under majori-
ty state control and perhaps
even shove the country into an
eventual default.

Regulators are revealing
numbers on two banks that are
already majority state-owned
— Allied Irish Banks and the

Educational Building Society
— and two others expected to
join that club soon: the Bank
of Ireland and Irish Life & Per-
manent.

The results are widely
expected to show that last
year's estimated potential loss-

es for Irish banks — euro54 bil-
lion ($76 billion) — were far
too low. Economists said the
new total would likely approach
euro80 billion ($110 billion) or
more, about half of Ireland's
entire economy.

"The government is trying to
remove uncertainty. But if we
are going to spend up to euro80
billion to recapitalize our banks,

that's just too big for us to man-
age. It will not work," said Jim
Power, chief economist at
Friends First, a Dutch-owned
insurance company in Ireland.
"We need a major European
initiative quickly, otherwise the
future of the euro is under seri-
ous threat."

Ireland plunged into a finan-
cial morass after its six banks

spent a decade gorging them-
selves on real estate loans that
started going sour in 2008. Ire-
land's government — uncom-
fortably close to many of the
country's real estate barons —
tried to discourage investors
from fleeing Ireland's six banks
by issuing a blanket guarantee
that instead has left taxpayers
on the hook for all their losses.
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Irish bank stress tests to drive up bailout costs 
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7KH�QHZ�����URRP�6KHUDWRQ�1DVVDX�%HDFK�5HVRUW��7KH�%DKDPDV�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU
'LUHFWRU�RI�)RRG�	�%HYHUDJH

'LUHFW�DQG�RUJDQL]H� WKH�)RRG�	�%HYHUDJH�IXQFWLRQ�ZLWKLQ� WKH�KRWHO� LQ�RUGHU� WR�PDLQWDLQ�KLJK�
VWDQGDUGV� RI� IRRG� DQG� EHYHUDJH� TXDOLW\�� VHUYLFH�� DQG� PHUFKDQGLVLQJ� WR� PD[LPL]H� SUR¿WV��
3DUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WRWDO�KRWHO�PDQDJHPHQW�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�KRWHO�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�

(VVHQWLDO�)XQFWLRQV
� 3ODQ�DQG�GLUHFW�WKH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�SODQQLQJ�RI�WKH�)RRG�DQG�%HYHUDJH�
� 'HSDUWPHQW�WR�PHHW�WKH�GDLO\�QHHGV�RI�RSHUDWLRQ�
� &OHDUO\�GHVFULEH��DVVLJQ�DQG�GHOHJDWH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�DXWKRULW\�IRU�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
� YDULRXV�IRRG�DQG�EHYHUDJH�VXE�GHSDUWPHQWV��L�H���URRP�VHUYLFH��UHVWDXUDQWV��EDQTXHWV��NLWFKHQV��
� VWHZDUGV��HWF�
� 'HYHORS��LPSOHPHQW�DQG�PRQLWRU�VFKHGXOHV�IRU�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�DOO�UHVWDXUDQWV�DQG�EDUV�WR�
� DFKLHYH�D�SUR¿WDEOH�UHVXOW�
� 3DUWLFLSDWH�ZLWK�WKH�FKHI��RXWOHW�PDQDJHUV��DQG�FDWHULQJ�PDQDJHUV�LQ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DWWUDFWLYH�
� DQG PHUFKDQGLVLQJ�PHQXV�GHVLJQHG�WR�DWWUDFW�D�SUH�GHWHUPLQHG�FXVWRPHU�PDUNHW�
� ,PSOHPHQW�HIIHFWLYH�FRQWURO�RI�IRRG��EHYHUDJH�DQG�ODERU�FRVWV�DPRQJ�DOO�VXE�GHSDUWPHQWV�
� $VVLVW�WKH�DUHD�PDQDJHUV�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�DQG�DFKLHYLQJ�SUHGHWHUPLQHG�SUR¿W�
� REMHFWLYHV�DQG�GHVLUHG�VWDQGDUGV�RI�TXDOLW\�IRRG��VHUYLFH��FOHDQOLQHVV��PHUFKDQGLVLQJ�
� DQG SURPRWLRQ�

6NLOOV�	�$ELOLWLHV
� 0XVW�EH�DEOH�WR�VSHDN��UHDG��ZULWH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SULPDU\�ODQJXDJH�V��XVHG�LQ��WKH�
� ZRUNSODFH�
� 0XVW�EH�DEOH�WR�UHDG�DQG�ZULWH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�SURFHVV����
� 5HTXLUHV�JRRG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV��ERWK�YHUEDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ��
� &RQVLGHUDEOH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�FRPSOH[�PDWKHPDWLFDO�FDOFXODWLRQV�DQG�FRPSXWHU�DFFRXQWLQJ�
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� UHTXLUH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�SDWLHQFH��WDFW�DQG�GLSORPDF\�WR�GLIIXVH�DQJHU��FROOHFW�DFFXUDWH�
� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�UHVROYH�FRQÀLFWV�
� 0RVW�WDVNV�DUH�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�D�WHDP�HQYLURQPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�HPSOR\HH�DFWLQJ�DV�D�WHDP�
� OHDGHU���7KHUH�LV�PLQLPDO�GLUHFW�VXSHUYLVLRQ�
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� H[SHULHQFH��&XOLQDU\��VDOHV�DQG�VHUYLFH�EDFNJURXQG�UHTXLUHG��
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� 7KH�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�
� /HDG�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�XQGHU�DXWKRULW\�GHOHJDWHG�E\�WKH�
� 0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ,PSOHPHQW�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�JRDOV�DQG�
� REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ��DQG
� $ORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�&KDLUPDQ��HQDEOH�WKH�0HPEHUV�WR�IXO¿OO�WKHLU��

� JRYHUQDQFH�IXQFWLRQ�

5HSRUWLQJ
� 5HSRUWV WR�WKH�&KDLUPDQ�DQG�0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ��WKH�%RDUG��

3ULQFLSDO�5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV
� 6XSSRUWLQJ�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�ZLWK�

� UHSRUWLQJ�RI�DSSURSULDWH���WLPHO\�DQG�TXDOLW\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�HQDEOH�WKH�
� %RDUG�WR�GLVFKDUJH�LWV�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�HIIHFWLYHO\�
� 'HYHORSLQJ�DQG�H[HFXWLQJ�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�SODQ�EDVHG�RQ�JRDOV�VHW�E\�WKH�
� %RDUG��RYHUVHHLQJ�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�SURJUDPV�DQG�UHJXODWRU\�VHUYLFHV�
� 5HFRPPHQGLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�RSHUDWLRQDO�DQG�SROLF\�FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�
� &RPPLVVLRQ�LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�WHFKQLFDO�FRQVXOWDQW�UHVSRQVLEOH�
� IRU�WKH�UHJXODWRU\�GHSDUWPHQWV�
� 5HFRPPHQGLQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�EXGJHW�IRU�%RDUG�DSSURYDO��LQFOXGLQJ�PDMRU�

� FDSLWDO�H[SHQGLWXUH��DQG�SUXGHQWO\�PDQDJLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�
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� (IIHFWLYHO\�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�UHVRXUFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�

� VWURQJ�PDQDJHPHQW�WHDP��
� ,PSOHPHQWLQJ�DQG�PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�SHUIRUPDQFH�PDQDJHPHQW�V\VWHP�

� ZKLFK�LV�IDLU�DQG�LQFOXGHV�VHWWLQJ�RI�DQQXDO�JRDOV��DQG
� &RPPXQLFDWLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�DQG�WR�LWV�VWDNHKROGHUV�WKH��

� VWUDWHJLF�JRDOV��DFWLRQ�SODQV�DQG�PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ

.QRZOHGJH�6NLOOV�
� .QRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�EXVLQHVV�DQG�LWV�

� UHJXODWLRQ�
� .QRZOHGJH�RI�VHFXULWLHV�DQG�FDSLWDO�PDUNHWV�
� .QRZOHGJH�RI�DOO�DSSOLFDEOH�OHJLVODWLRQ�
� 6RPH�EDFNJURXQG�LQ�WKH�VHFXULWLHV�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�IXQGV�EXVLQHVV�ZLOO�
� EH�DQ�DVVHW��
� ([FHOOHQW�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV��DQG
� 3UR¿FLHQF\�LQ�FRPSXWHU�VNLOOV�

4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�([SHULHQFH
� $ SRVW�JUDGXDWH�GHJUHH�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�RI�¿QDQFH��ODZ��
� DFFRXQWLQJ�RU�UHODWHG�¿HOG��RU�DQ�HTXLYDOHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ��
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� ([WHQVLYH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�H[HFXWLYH�PDQDJHPHQW�LQ�¿QDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV��
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&RPSHQVDWLRQ�DQG�%HQH¿WV
� &RPSHWLWLYH�VDODULHV�DQG�EHQH¿WV�RIIHUHG�

&RQWDFW�,QIRUPDWLRQ
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RQ WKH EHDFK RI WKH 3URSHUW\ FRQWDLQLQJ DSSUR[LPDWHO\ ����� VTXDUH
IHHW RI OLYLQJ VSDFH DQG RIIHUV ��� IHHW RI EHDFK IURQWDJH� ([FHOOHQW
UHQWDO SURSHUW\�

7KH &RPSDQ\ ZLOO VHOO DV PRUWJDJHH XQGHU WKH SRZHU RI VDOH
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7KH &RPSDQ\ PDNHV QR UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RU ZDUUDQWLHV ZLWK UHVSHFW
WR WKH VWDWH RI UHSDLU RI WKH UHVLGHQFH RU WKH 3URSHUW\ ZKLFK LV RIIHUHG
IRU VDOH ³DV LV ZKHUH LV´�

7KLV VDOH LV VXEMHFW WR D UHVHUYH SULFH� 7KH &RPSDQ\ UHVHUYHV WKH
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3URSHUWLHV /WG�� F�R 0DQDJLQJ 3DUWQHU� 3� 2 %R[ 1����� 1DVVDX�
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UHFHLYHG QR ODWHU WKDQ WKH FORVH RI EXVLQHVV RQ WKH �WK GD\ RI�$SULO
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127,&( 2) 6$/(

WASHINGTON 

Seeking to show the public
he understands the burden of
rising gas prices, President
Barack Obama set an ambi-
tious goal of reducing U.S. oil
imports by one-third by 2025,
and vowed to break through
the political gridlock that has
stymied similar initiatives for
decades. "Presidents and politi-
cians of every stripe have
promised energy independence
but that promise has so far gone
unmet," Obama said Wednes-
day during a speech on energy
at Georgetown University.

"That has to change. We can-
not keep going from shock to
trance on the issue of energy
security, rushing to propose
action when gas prices rise, then
hitting the snooze button when
they fall again," he said.

Initiatives
Obama touted a series of ini-

tiatives — some new, but many
he has previously announced
— that he said would boost
domestic oil production,
increase the use of biofuels and
natural gas, and make vehicles
more energy efficient. And he
embraced nuclear power as part
of America's energy future,
despite increased safety con-
cerns following the earthquake
and tsunami in Japan that
severely damaged a nuclear
power plant there.

Obama said he is determined
to ensure that nuclear plants in
the U.S. are safe, and has
ordered a safety review of all
facilities that will incorporate
lessons learned from the crisis
in Japan. The president spoke
against the backdrop of rising
gas prices following unrest in
the oil-rich Middle East.

Gas prices in the U.S. have
shot up 50 cents a gallon ($0.12
a liter) this year, reaching a
national average of $3.58 a gal-
lon ($0.89 a liter) last week,
according to an automobile
association's daily survey.

Obama sets ambitious goal
to reduce US oil imports 

 



LIZ SIDOTI,
AP National Political Writer
WASHINGTON 

For all the talk of recovery,
Americans are growing increas-
ingly pessimistic about the
economy as soaring gas costs
strain already-tight budgets. So
far, people aren't taking it out
on President Barack Obama, a
new Associated Press-GfK poll
shows.

Even so, the survey high-
lights a central challenge Oba-
ma will face in his campaign for
re-election. The president will
have to convince a lot of voters
who are still feeling financial
hardship that things are getting
better. Obama's approval rat-
ings have held steady at around
50 percent over the past month.
But the disconnect between
negative perceptions of the
economy and signs that a
rebound are under way could
provide an opening for Repub-
licans at the outset of the 2012
campaign.

In the survey, just a sliver of
Americans — 15 percent —
said they believed the econo-
my had improved over the past
month, compared with 30 per-
cent who had thought that in
January. Only a third were opti-
mistic of better times ahead for
the country, down from about
half earlier this year. And 28
percent thought the economy
would get worse, the largest of
slice of people who have
expressed that sentiment since
the question was first asked in
December 2009.

"It's in a poor state," said Bil-
ly Shirley, 74, a Democrat from
Commerce, Ga. "Everything's
going to the bad. Everyone's
spending more on gas, food,
everything. The prices on
everything are going up, and
that's hurting the nation."

Recent economic indicators
paint a more positive picture:
The unemployment rate,
though still high at 8.9 percent,
has been declining, and con-
sumer spending and personal
income were both up last
month. The gross domestic
product was growing at an
annual rate of 3.1 percent as
last year ended.

Americans are acutely
focused on their financial well-
being, even as turmoil in the
Middle East commands inter-
national attention. And the for-
eign unrest is directly affecting
them by boosting oil prices.

More Americans — 77 percent,
up from 54 percent last fall —
now say gas prices are highly
important to them.

Obama's job-performance
ratings haven't suffered as peo-
ple's attitudes about the econ-
omy have shifted over the past
month. Half still approve of
how he's doing his job, and half
say he deserves to be re-elected.
His rating on handling the
economy was unchanged: 47
percent approved. In fact, twice
as many people said Obama
"understands the important
issues the country will need to
focus on during the next two
years" as said that about
Republicans in Congress.

That's not to say that Obama
is escaping responsibility for the
economic situation.

Annale Iltis, 26, of Sarasota,
Fla., faults big business, the fed-
eral government and, to a less-
er extent, the president.

"I do a bit," she said, "but at
the same time he has good

ideas. He just doesn't have the
backers in the House and the
Senate to get them done." The
self-described independent vot-
er, who supported Obama in
2008 and says she would do so
next year, is concerned that
deep budget cuts that Congress
is considering will hurt the frag-
ile economic recovery.

"It seems stable now but I
fear it's going to go downhill
quickly," she said.

Henry Kugeler, 49, of Chica-
go, likened the situation to the
fable about the crawling tor-
toise that wins the race against
the speedy hare, saying: "Right
now, the country is the tortoise.
I don't think the economy is
getting worse. The recovery
that's happening is real, but it's
incredibly slow."

The Democrat doesn't blame
Obama or other politicians, say-
ing: "They haven't helped but I
don't know that they've hurt."

Obama inherited an econo-
my in recession. Republicans
angling for the chance to chal-
lenge him next fall have been
blaming him for the slow recov-
ery and arguing they could do
better. Presidential advisers are
hopeful that the positive eco-
nomic trends continue, giving
Obama an opportunity to make
the case for keeping him in
office rather than risk an eco-
nomic backslide.
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By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer

WITH sexual intercourse
increasingly becoming a
casual practice, the choice

of celibacy may be a hard one for
some.

Without a devoted lifestyle, a support sys-
tem and the ability to resist temptation
whenever it arises, remaining true to such a
decision can become rather tedious.

H o w e v e r, twenty year old Miranda
Thompson* a young Christian woman, has
kept firm to her choice to not engage in sex-
ual activities until she meets that special
someone and is joined in holy matrimony.

“I am twenty year-old virgin and I am
p roud of it. I have been trying to develop a
relationship with God and I do not believe
in fornication. I believe that sex is a beauti-
ful thing, but it is only beautiful when it is
done in the right context and that is a mar-
riage. I am not ashamed to say that I am a
v i rgin either. I know nowadays when a
young person says that they are a virgin peo-
ple get so shocked by that and they start
making little silly comments,” she said.

Although her relationship with God is
f i rmly grounded she does experience temp-
tation by what she sees on television and
what she hears from her friends.

“All of my friends are having sex but just
because they are doing it does not mean that
I have to do it as well and join the bandwag-
on. It is their decision to have sex and it is
my decision to abstain from sex. We talk all
the time about it and sometimes I wonder
what it is like when they start talking about
their experience but I know I want to save
myself for my husband and only him will get
my ‘cherry’.” 

At times she feels pre s s u red by friends to
just try it out.

“My friends and even some of my family
say the only reason why I haven’t had sex
yet is because I haven’t found the guy that
makes me weak to my knees. But it is not
that, I think my body is the Lord ’s temple
and I take my virginity so serious. I think I
would be so hurt if I end up having sex
b e f o re I get married. And when I think
about how some relationships end up, I
would feel even more hurt if the person who
I gave my virginity to only used me or ended
up leaving me or we ended breaking up with
one another,” she told Tribune Religion.

She has also concerned herself with mak-
ing sure her friends are walking the straight
and narrow path. “I do give them advice and
I let them know that what they are doing is
not in the right standing with God, but

changing them is something that I cannot
do. I do not judge them because even
though I am not having sex, I still sin in
other ways, I am not perfect but I am still
t rying to do what I think is right for me,” she
e x p l a i n e d .

Ms Thompson said it is not easy being
celibate but she said when she puts her tru s t
in God and asks him to give her stre n g t h
during temptation she wins the battle.

I am going to stick by choice. Whenever I
do feel tempted, I ask God to give me
s t rength to not fall to the temptation. For
other young people out there who have
made the decision to remain celibate they
do not have to be ashamed of their choice.
And they must always ask God for
s t rength,” Ms Thompson said.

• Names have been changed.

Young & Celibate

THE MEMBERS of the Saint Martin
Monastery invite one and all to come
and enjoy delicious treats at their cake
sale this upcoming weekend.

The event will be held at the
monastery’s grounds on Nassau Street,
starting at 11 to 4pm.

Sister Annie Thompson tells Tribune
Religion that the bake sale is in aid of
the church's continued building and ren-
ovation fund.

" It is something we intend to do every
year, we have had cook outs and bake
sales before but not at the scale we
intend to put this one on," she said.

Everyone can expect a variety of
treats, from cake puddings, coconut
tarts, to pies and cookies.

Saint Martin
Monastery’s
Bake Sale Fun

ON THE heels of winning several
awards during the 2010 DJ Awards, a
local radio house, Broadcast Serv i c e s
Ltd., is again lauding one of its DJs, Giles
Wells, for winning Best Gospel
Personality as host of the morning show
on Spirit Gospel. 

For  Mr Wells, the achievement is a by-
product of a career that started out on a
very different path. 

He studied business and finance in col-
lege, but his own finances forced him to
take a job in sales at The Broadcasting
Corporation, selling ads for ZNS-TV and
radio. Mr Wells found his niche in media,
combining sales and broadcasting as co-
host of popular shows Cool and Crazy
and Matters of the Heart with Kirk
Johnson. By the time he landed at Spirit
Gospel "offering hope" to others, he had

been through his own share of troubles,
some of which he readily confesses were
of his own making. 

"Two divorces," he says, "five children,
other struggles." Those experiences, he
says, deepened his faith and allowed him
to relate to his audience on the popular
gospel station. “Hosting the show, and
more specifically, being named the best
gospel personality in the industry is very
exciting. “It’s a truly awesome experi-
ence. Separate from the actual recogni-
tion but more so from the perspective
that I can’t believe that the Lord can use
someone like me to provide inspiring
words and comfort to my listeners. I am
indeed humbled by the honour.” 

Others at the station housed on
Carmichael Road shared Wells' pleasure.  

“ Winning this award re i n f o rces our

commitment to our listeners to provide
quality programming and hosting,”
remarked Galen Saunders, president and
general manager of Broadcast Services
Ltd., parent company of Spirit Gospel
and its older sibling More 94 FM. “Giles,
once a secular personality, has made an
indelible impact for the past three years
on the spiritual market which he takes a
g reat deal of pride re p resenting and
we’re pleased to have him on our team.” 

Spirit Gospel recently announced the
addition of Minster Kevin Harris to its
staff complement further solidifying the
company’s intent of remaining a power-
house. When asked about his future
goals, he said:  “My life is no longer my
own. I’ve come to a place of no more lim-
its and I want to fully render everything
to God and allow him to take control.”

Spirit Gospel: Home to best gospel personality 

GREAT JOB: Giles Wells, host of Spirit Gospel
morning show and winner of the Best Gospel
Personality.

DIFFICULT TASK: Without a devoted lifestyle, a support system and the ability to resist temptation
whenever it arises, remaining true to such a decision can become rather tedious.



WHEN IT comes to understanding how
to get things right, it is often a matter of
thinking through consequences of possi-
ble choices and selecting the best option,
or engaging in none at all. For example,
t h e re is a right way and a wrong way to
take money out of a bank. 

It may be your money, and you may
only intend to take out the amount that
belongs to you. However, if you do not
know how to use the ATM machine, you
have to wait until the right time. If you
f o rget to get it out on Friday, breaking in
to retrieve it on Saturday is going to have
serious re p e rcussions. You will be arre s t-
ed, charged, and incarc e r a t e d .

L e a rning to do things God’s way may

not necessarily save time and energy but it
will reduce the unnecessary suff e r i n g
related to making mistakes. Suffering for
obedience to God is a diff e rent matter all
t o g e t h e r. In the end, God’s time is the
right time, and God’s ways are always the
c o rrect methods. Be known as a person of
integrity and character.

Students, we want you to “get it right
f rom the start.” We want you to succeed in
your studies and get the coveted A grade,
but not if you re s o rt to cheating in ord e r
to obtain it. You are not truly educated if
you do not know the material. You will
never develop your own personal poten-
tial if you take drugs to enhance your ath-
letic perf o rmance. Who can describe the
shame involved in being publicly stripped
of medals?

In Romans 5:1-11(NRSV), we are
encouraged to pay attention to the bene-
fits of accepting God’s salvation off e re d
by Christ’s death on the cross: “There f o re ,
since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have obtained
access to this grace in which we stand; and
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory
of God. And not only that, but we also
boast in our sufferings, knowing that suf-
fering produces endurance, and

endurance produces character, and char-
acter produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us” (vv.
1-5) . If ever we doubt God’s love for us,
we have only to recall that “God pro v e s
his love for us in that while we still were
sinners Christ died for us” (v. 8).

If we have made such mistakes in the
past, let us learn from them, follow God’s
holy word, listen to godly counsel and do
better in the future. The Samaritan
woman, who meets Jesus at noon at the
well, is obviously an outcast who cannot
come for water in the morning with the
rest of the women. She has had five hus-
bands and she is “shacking up” with the
sixth man, but her heart is touched and
her life is changed, turning her into a bold
p roclaimer of the gospel.

L e t ’s seek to get it right, Bahamas, and
let us aim to get it right from the start .
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Getting it right
MEDITATION

REV. ANGELA
C BOSFIELD
PALACIOUS

Truth!
ONE OF the greatest contributions to

the division and the powerlessness that
exist among today’s church; is the lack of
the true revelation and acceptance of the
TRUTH.  As long as the churc h e s
(denominations and none denomina-
tions) each holds onto their religious, pre-
conceived, divisive ideas of the truth, the
manifested presence of God will never
show up within the four walls of today’s
religious church / congregations. 

It was not a coincidental statement nor
is it one to be taken lightly that which
Yahshua Messiah (a.k.a. Jesus the Christ)
said to the Samaritan woman at the well,
when He said “God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth” (John.4:24).

F Y I : The Samaritans had been
despised by the Jews since Old Testament
times as a result of their intermarriage
with the Gentiles that were placed in
Samaria by the King of Assyria after the
capture of Israel. This resulted in a cus-
tom of worship that took place in Samaria
whereby the Samaritans held the view /
belief that Mount Gerizim was the place
appointed by God for sacrifice, and not
Jerusalem. 

As it relates to the erroneous religious
teachings that’s going forth and based
upon all the garbage that’s taking place in
today’s churches under the disguised of
worship. Yahshua Messiah would say the
very same thing to today’s religious lead-
ers / congregations as He said to the
woman of Samaria at the well “God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth”

Religion and tradition of men has
defined worship in today’s church; there-
fore on any given day of corporate gath-

ering / so-called worship (Saturday or
Sunday). Like clockwork every b o d y
knows the format or agenda of the wor-
ship. Three praise (fast, dancing songs)
and about two worship (slow songs); it’s
at this point where the worship / service
leader begins to pump and prime the peo-
ple for about half an hour to worship
God.  After which, it’s time for the tailor
made prosperity / blessing message or
some other form of religious entertain-
ment. 

Hear me child of God! There are many,
many well meaning, good hearted people
within these religious churches that are
still in bondage, despite all of the dancing
and shouting that’s going on. This is due
to the fact that they have yet to come into
the knowledge of the TRUTH. Here’s
how Yahshua puts it:  John.8: 32.  And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.

There is a facet of worship in religion
that will lead many to believe that they’re
worshiping the Father in spirit and in
truth.  We are created in His image and in
His likeness (Gen.1:26), therefore our
spirit man yearns to worship the Father,
our creator.  The enemy / Satan, also
being a spirit; from the beginning wanted
to be and received worship himself,
sought to disrupt the worship that we
were created to offer unto God. 

This disruption is carefully carried out
by the initiation of various religions of
which man has given into.  As a result of
this strategic move by Satan, and through
ignorance, many men proudly accept the
title Religious Leader. This move of the
enemy is so skillfully carried out and has
such a strong divisive, religious compo-
nent attached it has saints / Christians;
who are all supposed to be serving and
worshiping the same God, boldly declare
that “I’m a Baptist, an Anglican, a
Catholic, a Methodist, etc, etc;

Despite the fact that within some of
these religious denominations the same
bibles are used there is much division.
Watch this! Religion is an act, a belief /
faith in a god or movement and the chief
of this movement is man; this is the rea-
son that the center of attention in every
religion is the Religious Leader of whom
the people are in bondage too and rever-
ence.    

The greatest opposition to Ya h s h u a
Messiah (a.k.a. Jesus the Christ), and His
teachings was the religious leaders.  As
His teachings brought about deliverance /
freedom from the religion and tradition
of men; this did not sit well with the reli-
gious leaders. Here’s another declaration
that Yahshua made which upset the reli-
gious order: “John.8:36.  If the Son
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.” said     How do you know if
you’re worshiping Yahweh in spirit and in
truth?  The best and only answer that I
can give to that question is this “A wor -
ship that comes from a genuine relation -
ship with Him through the Son, is a wor -
ship in spirit and in truth” 

This sort of worship is not the religious
exercise that takes place for a few hours

on a set day, but rather this is a way of life
for the believer / disciple. Here’s how this
relationship is established with the Father
! John.14: 6. Jesus saith unto him, I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.

• For questions and comments contact us
via E-mails:pastormallen@yahoo.com or
kmfci@live.com or Ph.242-441-2021
Pastors Matthew & Brendalee Allen Kingdom
Minded Fellowship Center Int’l.

PASTOR
MATTHEW
ALLEN

Hear me child of God!
There are many, many

well meaning, good
hearted people within

these religious churches
that are still in bondage,

despite all of the dancing
and shouting that’s going
on. This is due to the fact

that they have yet 
to come into the knowl-

edge of the TRUTH. 

‘‘
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Scenes from the 38th annual
A.C.M. Conference
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