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By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

DEVASTATED by the
indiscriminate fire that con-
sumed more than 100 wood-
en shanties on Boxing Day,
nearly all of the residents in
the Haitian village off
Carmichael Road are now
homeless.

With displaced families
seeking shelter in cars and
in some cases sleeping out-
side, less than 20 wooden
structures remain in the area
on Alan Drive known as
“Mackey Yard” – spared

only by chance from the
wind-driven blaze.

Former residents, family
members and onlookers
walked carefully through the
sea of tin roofs and still-
smouldering remnants yes-
terday, as community lead-
ers attempted to organize
the distribution of a sparse
supply of vital goods and
clothing. 

Pastor Celiner St. Louis
of Gospel Assembly, lead
organizer of the immediate
relief efforts, said: “We have
started to carry some peo-
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Huge blaze leaves
hundreds homeless

SEE page 11

Families seek shelter
after Haitian village fire

BRAVING icy temperatures and
struggling with their costumes as gale
force winds blew them down Bay Street
paid off for the Saxon Superstars who
beat out the Valley Boys to become the
unofficial winners of the 2010 Boxing
Day Parade with their theme “Conquest
of the Great Aztec Empire.”

While the Saxons celebrated their vic-
tory of the A Category, members of the
Roots Junkanoo group were left devas-
tated after they were disqualified when
they failed to make it out of the gate on
time.

Roots were scheduled to be the first

group of the night and were supposed
leave the gate at midnight. 

However, due to  weather conditions,
the group could not go out with some of
their lead pieces. Rumours reportedly
quickly began circulating that due to
this Roots was disqualified. These
rumours, according to group members,
turned out to be false. 

With morale destroyed, the group
then missed their midnight mark to
come out of the blocks. By the time the
group rallied to make an appearance

SAXONS ARE UNOFFICIAL BOXING DAY WINNERS

BOXING DAY PARADE: A Saxons member on Bay Street yesterday morning. The group, with
their theme ‘Conquest of the Great Aztec Empire’, were the unofficial parade winners.

• MORE PICTURES ON PAGES TWO AND 15

SEE page two
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By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

THERE will be no surpris-
es when the Memorandum of
Understanding signed
between Government and
BTC buyer Cable & Wireless
is released, said BTC Chair-
man Julian Francis, who
added that all the relevant
details have already been
made public.  

Government signed the
MOU with C&W on Decem-
ber 2 to purchase 51 per cent
of the state-run telecommu-
nications company but have
yet to release the document,
despite pressure from unions
and the opposition party. The
Ingraham administration has
said it is still finalising a busi-
ness plan with C&W and once
these details are negotiated
they will be made public at
least two weeks before Par-
liamentarians debate the
issue. This is expected to hap-
pen by the end of the second
week of January, 2011.  

Mr Francis, who has seen
the MOU, said public state-
ments from government and

‘NO SURPRISES’ IN
BTC MEMORANDUM
OF UNDERSTANDING

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

BTC Chairman Julian
Francis has challenged union
leaders to a televised debate
on the impending sale of the
state-run utility company so
that he can "shame them pub-
licly."

"I wish Mr Evans and Mr
Carroll would propose to me
to debate these issues on TV,
I would be willing to do it and
have both of them in front of
me. I'm ready to shame them
publicly anytime they're
ready," Mr Francis told The
Tribune. 

His statements are part of
an ongoing war of words
between himself, Bernard
Evans and William Carroll –
the leaders of the Bahamas
Communication and Public
Officers Union and the
Bahamas Communications
Public Manager's Union
respectively. 

The union leaders believe
the bidding process for poten-
tial BTC buyers was a
"sham," claiming that C&W
was a favourite long before
they were selected as the new
owner of BTC. 

"Cable & Wireless didn't

SEE page 12

SEE page 12

BTC CHAIRMAN IN
TELEVISED DEBATE
CHALLENGE TO
UNION LEADERS

AFTERMATH: Pastor Celiner St. Louis of Gospel Assembly 
surveys the damage.
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they were late by over an
hour and were officially dis-
qualified.

Some Roots members,
who said costumes were
ripped off their dancers by
the wind, expressed frus-
tration with the decision by
Junkanoo leaders to go
ahead with the parade
despite the adverse weath-
er conditions.

The forceful winds, how-
ever, were more forgiving
when it came to the other
groups.

The Saxon Superstars
unofficially won the parade
with 2328 points. They also
won the Shirley Street
Award, Best Costume, Best
Music, Best Banner, Best
Off-the-Shoulder and tied
for Best Choreographed
Dancers with One Family.

The Valley Boys, with
their theme of  “Let the
Music Play – Music Hall of
Fame,” placed second with
2294 points; they were fol-
lowed by One Family in
third place, Music Makers
in fourth and Prodigal Sons
in fifth place.

The Category B was won
by Colours Entertainment,
who were followed by Con-
querors for Christ in sec-
ond and Redland Soldiers
in third place.
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MEMBERS of The Tribune
staff were shaken and outraged
on Christmas Eve after a
brazen thief snatched an
employee’s purse in the news-
paper’s parking lot.

The swift action of con-
cerned citizens and the police,
however, led to the bandit’s
apprehension minutes after he
fled the scene, and the return

of the purse. “I feel it is terrible
that on Christmas Eve some-
one would do something like
that,” one irate employee said.

“Around 8.45 am I reported
to work,” said the employee.
“By the time I reached upstairs
waiting for the door to be
opened I happened to look
back outside and saw my
daughter screaming in the yard

and a male figure running
across the street with my bag
which I had left on the floor of
the car. 

“He ran in another parking
lot. I went and screamed and
called for help. “There were
people passing by who were
able to answer to my call and
continued to chase the gentle-
man across by Doctor’s Hos-
pital, into the Chamber of
Commerce yard and then into
the museum yard where he was
apprehended.”

“The police were called. The
police did a good job. They
came quickly and I can thank
God for grace and mercy,” the
employee said.

An eyewitness identified as
Reid stated, “I didn’t know
what was going on when I
heard the lady screaming. I saw
the man running and I ran after

him, he started throwing things
out of the bag. Me and two oth-
er guys, we were able to get
him.”

Assistant Commissioner of
Police Hulan Hanna said that
police have not seen a notable
increase in purse snatching inci-
dents this holiday season.
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THREE men were injured, one critically, during a shooting
at a liquor store over the holiday weekend.

The incident occurred around 9.20pm on Christmas Day
when a gunman reportedly opened fire on three men at the B
Watts Liquor store located on Bethel Avenue.  

The victims – two aged 33, the other 39 – were taken to hos-
pital in a private vehicle and by emergency medical personnel.
Two are detained in stable condition and one is in critical con-
dition.  

Police are questioning a 33-year-old man of Stapledon Gar-
dens in connection with the incident.

Investigations are also continuing into the stabbing of a
teenage boy which took place on Christmas Day around 11pm.

Police said a 13-year-old boy got into an argument with
another boy at the Queen Elizabeth Sports Centre and was
stabbed in his left leg. 

The victim was taken to hospital in a private vehicle. He
was treated and later discharged.

A POLICE car chase early yesterday morning ended with a
suspect crashing into a sign post.

The chase started around 3am when officers of the Traffic
Division on routine patrol on Thompson Boulevard noticed the
occupant of a silver coloured 1995 Nissan Pulsar, licence plate
number 271916, acting suspiciously.  

Officers attempted to stop the vehicle, however, the driver
sped off. 

The police gave chase and caught up with the vehicle in the
area of Yellow Elder Way, after the vehicle crashed into a
sign post.  

Officers conducted a search of the vehicle and recovered a
handgun with ammunition and a quantity of suspected mari-
juana.  

The vehicle’s driver, a 22-year-old man of Sumner Street,
Nassau Village, was taken into custody.

TRAVELLERS were left stranded
after flights from the Lynden Pindling
International Airport into New York and
Boston were cancelled over the week-
end due to heavy snowstorms affecting
the East Coast of the United States. 

Flights into Newark Airport in New
Jersey, La Guardia and JFK airports in
New York and Logan Airport in Boston,
Mass., were affected by the storm.  

Two airlines at LPIA, Jet Blue and
Continental, which service the East Coast
were forced to cancel flights because of
the inclement weather. 

The three-day snowstorm left the East
Coast under several feet of snow. New
York City was expected to be blanketed
with about 20 inches of snow last night 

All airports in New York were closed
on Monday because of the massive bliz-
zard with John F Kennedy Airport  set to
open at 4 pm yesterday. 

Travellers are advised to check the sta-
tus of their flights with their airline carrier
before heading to the airport.

POLICE suspect that a three-year-old girl drowned in waters
near Half Moon Cay in South Eleuthera. 

According to a brief report issued by Royal Bahamas Police
Force Press Liaison Officers Sergeant Chrislyn Skippings, the
child was found floating around 2.45 pm on Friday. 

Police did not release the little girl's identity or additional cir-
cumstances surrounding her death up to press time. Police on
Eleuthera also remained tightlipped on the investigation when
contacted by The Tribune. Police investigations continue.

GIRL, 3, DIES IN SUSPECTED DROWNING

CAR CHASE ENDS WITH SUSPECT CRASHING

THREE INJURED IN LIQUOR STORE SHOOTING

Swift action leads to apprehension of bag snatcher

US weather cancels
flights from Bahamas

PEOPLE PASS TWO CITY BUSES that were both stuck in the snow, Monday, Dec. 27, 2010
in the Brooklyn borough of New York. A powerful East Coast blizzard menaced would be
travelers Monday. (AP)

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Re: Whole World needs a
Leader like This!

Will you kindly publish the
following from Australia’s for-
mer Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd:

Muslims who want to live
under Islamic Sharia law were
told on Wednesday to get out
of Australia as the government
targeted radicals in a bid to
head off potential terror
attacks.

Separately, Rudd angered
Australian Muslims on

Wednesday by saying he sup-
ported spy agencies monitor-
ing the nation’s mosques.
Quote: “Immigrants, not Aus-
tralians, must adapt. Take it or
leave it. I am tired of this nation
worrying about whether we are
offending some individual or
their culture. Since the terrorist
attacks on Bali, we have expe-
rienced a surge in patriotism by
the majority of Australians.’

“This culture has been devel-
oped over two centuries of
struggles, trials and victories by
millions of men and women
who have sought freedom.

“We speak mainly English,
not Spanish, Lebanese, Arabic,
Chinese, Japanese, Russian or
any other language. Therefore,
if you wish to become part of
our society, learn the language!

“Most Australians believe in
God. 

“This is not some Christian,
right wing, political push, but a
fact, because Christian men and
women, on Christian principles,
founded this nation, and this is
clearly documented. It is cer-
tainly appropriate to display it
on the walls of our schools.  If
God offends you, then I sug-

gest you consider another part
of the world as your new home,
because God is part of our cul-
ture.

“We will accept your beliefs,
and will not question why. All
we ask is that you accept ours,
and live in harmony and peace-
ful enjoyment with us.

“This is Our Country, Our
Land, and Our Lifestyle, and
we will allow you every oppor-
tunity to enjoy all this. But once
you are done complaining,
whining, and griping about Our
Flag, Our Pledge, Our Christian
beliefs, or Our Way of Life, I
highly encourage you take
advantage of one other great
Australian freedom, ‘The right
to leave.’

“If you aren’t happy here
then leave. We didn’t force you
to come here. You asked to be
here. So accept the country you
accepted.”

In conclusion I would rec-
ommend that some of our lead-
ers take a stand like Prime Min-
ister Rudd.

PAT STRACHAN
Nassau
December 23, 2010.

EDITORS, The Tribune.

IN 1958,  I was sent by the
Bahamas Government to
study at the Westriding
Detective Training School in
Yorkshire, England. At that
time the British still had cap-
ital punishment in their laws
as the punishment for capital
murder. As student detectives
we had to memorise and dis-
cuss the murders that consti-
tuted capital murders. As I
recall the killing:

• In the course or further-
ance of a crime, eg rape,
armed robbery, kidnapping
and burglary, etc.

• A law enforcement officer
in the execution of his duty
or while trying to escape law-
ful custody.

• By the use of explosives;
bombs, etc.

• By the use of poison.
(Premeditated and planned).

• After being previously
convicted of murder (a sec-
ond murder conviction), I
think treason was also on the
list.

The British and the Euro-
peans have eliminated capi-
tal punishment as the penalty
for murder. Many persons in
The Bahamas are yet to be
persuaded hangings will sig-
nificantly reduce the spiral of
crime in the country. Many
argue that they are yet to see
any empirical evidence that
executions significantly
reduce murder and crime
rates generally and should not
be seen as a universal remedy.
Police officers discern hanging
as being similar to a light-
house, which if not there sev-
eral ships may be wrecked.
Police records will reveal that
several persons convicted for

murder and not put to death
have returned and killed
again. Police officers cannot
be blamed for their views as
they are the ones who are
exposed to the blood, gore,
death and the wheeling at the
scene. They are the ones, who
become engaged in the
tedious investigation required
to bring the murderer to jus-
tice.

I am a supporter of hanging
for murder, but would rec-
ommend changes in the law
to have two degrees of mur-
der, namely capital murder
and murder, with the death
penalty for the capital mur-
ders. It is also recommended,
that the Director of Public
Prosecutions consider using
conspiracy to murder as an
additional charge where
applicable. There are those
murder cases to be retried for
which jurors may have con-
victed for conspiracy where a
unanimous verdict is not the
requirement.

It is my humble view, which
is shared by many, that the
Privy Council will continue to
obstruct hangings in the for-
mer colonies of Britain. They
are likely to support the
British and European efforts
to abolish capital punishment.

I am disappointed that The
Bahamas still clings to the
judicial system of the Privy
Council of England, after
being supposedly independent
for nearly four decades.

We are a part of CARI-
COM where the Caribbean

Court of Justice is the final
Court of Appeal (CCJ) as far
as I am aware we contribute
financially to the court and to
CARICOM. 

We have proven that we
have the moral and intellec-
tual capacity to run our own
country, but we have no faith,
that we can judge ourselves. 

There appears to be self
doubt and unwillingness to
take responsibility for our
jurisprudential self-determi-
nation. 

In recent months there
were hints in the British Par-
liament that the Privy Council
deliberating on cases from
abroad is a burden on the
British taxpayers. 

It is also very well known
that the Law Lords in Lon-
don have commended our
Caribbean Judges on judg-
ments delivered and have
reportedly stated that they are
better suited to deliberate on
such matters.

It has been stated, that in
order to be a fair judge histo-
ry, cultural norms and other
aspects need to be considered.
The Law Lords are chal-
lenged to understand our
behaviour in their societal
context. 

The Bahamas is one of a
number of Caribbean coun-
tries that have not yet aligned
themselves with the CCJ. It
is my humble opinion that
appeals will be dealt with
expeditiously and would be
less costly. 

We served with honour.
We remember with pride.

PAUL THOMPSON Sr
Nassau,
December 20, 2010.
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JUST AS THE Bahamas is on the cusp
of an economic turn-around the unions
are encouraging Bahamians to re-enact
the 1958 general strike, which closed down
business in New Providence for three
weeks.

One would have thought that Bahami-
ans had suffered enough in the past year
and a half to even be tempted to entertain
such an irresponsible invitation to create
chaos and further endanger their future.
Those being invited to demonstrate should
ask their union leaders when they pull
this stunt who is going to put food on their
tables, pay the school fees and clothe their
children when they lose their jobs. We
hope union funds are fat enough to take
care of their needs, because the private
sector will certainly have no sympathy
with their behaviour.

Instead of getting out on the streets to
flex their muscles, they should try to
improve their service to the public in the
hopes of saving their jobs. The taxpayers
are paying for the inferior performance
of too many of them and, therefore, are
anxious to support a more efficient, dedi-
cated civil service – men and women who
understand they are being paid by the
public to serve them. There are many
commendable staff in the ranks of all of
the government corporations and depart-
ments, enough that if they were not daily
dragged down by the shiftless could prob-
ably make a difference. But even they are
condemned to carry too much dead
weight.

Mrs Jennifer Isaacs-Dotson, a PE
teacher at the College of the Bahamas,
who seems anxious to make a name for
herself as the first woman president of
the National Congress of Trade Unions of
the Bahamas, said that in the near future
union leaders will invite thousands of
Bahamian workers from all walks of life to
take a stand and “together fight oppres-
sion and injustice by a none-caring gov-
ernment.” 

It’s easy to use such highfalutin, mean-
ingless language, it might be better if she
spelled out how a government that has
kept this country together over this per-
ilous period is none-caring. While Euro-
pean  citizens have taken to the streets in
demonstrations against their governments

because of the world’s economic collapse,
our government has been able to keep
the situation relatively calm — which, of
course, does not bode well for the Oppo-
sition winning the 2012 election. Although
Mrs Dotson denies that the demonstra-
tions are politically motivated all signs
indicate that they are.

As Mr Ingraham told parliament earli-
er this year the government has done and
is continuing to do all in its power “to
cushion and lessen the consequential hard-
ship brought on by this global phenome-
non and to ensure that when it ends, as
indeed it will, The Bahamas will be in a
condition that it can benefit from the turn-
around.”

This he has done and the New Year
will see the opening — one after the oth-
er — of projects created to carry the
Bahamian people to new horizons. This
success is obviously too much for the
Opposition to face. Is this why economic
disruption is important at this time?

We know that Mrs Dotson is a PE
teacher at COB, but if she is to lead a
union, we would suggest that she becomes
acquainted with the law. 

She uttered some dangerous words last
week that could bring her on a collision
course with s. 75 of the Industrial Rela-
tions Act.

Instead of her union filing a frivolous
and unwinnable complaint against the
Prime Minister for advising unionists of
the consequences of walking off the job
during an illegal strike, she should recon-
sider her words to the press that implied
that the union movement could “oust”
Mr Ingraham from his post at the next
general election. 

Under the Industrial Relations Act sec-
tion 75 (1)(a)(ii):

“Any strike is illegal if it is a strike
designed or calculated to coerce the gov-
ernment either directly or by inflicting
hardship upon the community.”

Mrs Dotson might be the first woman
to head the National Congress of Trade
Unions of the Bahamas, but she could
also have her named etched into the his-
tory books as the first woman trade union
leader to run afoul of the law. 

We advise her followers to disassociate
themselves from her objectives.

Dismayed we
still cling to

Privy Council
LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Is union chief heading for collision with law?
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Our leaders should take stand like 
Australia’s former Prime Minister Rudd

EDITOR, The Tribune.

I was pleased hearing from the Prime Minister that he
thought it was time to amend the Rules and process for
responding to government Tenders – he is right but the solution
has to be totally, I suggest, transparent. 

There is no doubt that we have to urgently established a
Freedom of Information Act – there is no reason why in 2010
that the public has to go through so many hurdles, many many
times still denied asking basic fundamental questions of the gov-
ernment. 

Secrets breed corruption and there is enough evidence that
our long established pirating spirit is retained in our genes so
throw the door open and light up the floodlights so everything
is public information. 

There is no doubt that any further process to privatize BEC,
Water & Sewerage and anything else of that nature cannot be
developed under the current process again it has to be on the
table, totally transparent and supported by a team of inde-
pendent experts. 

It is sad that we did not seemingly learn from the process of
Cable Bahamas and here we are going into BTC and nothing
changed. 

I hope your publication will champion Freedom of Infor-
mation immediately with the highest priority, no excuses – if as
small a place as Cayman can have it why do we refuse to have
one? 

My answer to that is simple – why change? Let’s keep every-
thing hush hush secret. 

W THOMPSON
Nassau, 
December 16, 2010. 

Freedom of Information Act needed urgently

          



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Several
housebreakings were report-
ed over the Christmas holi-
day in the Eastern and Cen-
tral Divisions on Grand
Bahama,  police reported.

Asst Supt Loretta Mack-
ey said police received
reports of seven house-
breakings and two attempt-
ed housebreakings in the
Freeport area.

Ms Mackey said the
break-ins occurred around
noon and 8pm when persons
were not at home.

“The police are encour-
aging home-owners to prop-
erly secure their homes and
put valuable items away
such as jewellery, cash, cell
phone, laptops,” she said.

Ms Mackey said residents
should call the police if they
observe suspicious persons
in their neighbourhoods
walking, riding a bicycle, or
driving slowing in the resi-
dential areas.

She said residents should
get a good description of
vehicles, and the clothing of
suspicious individuals that
they see.

They are asked to call 911
or Eastern Division at 373-
1112 or 374-3713; High
Rock Police Station at 353-
5499; Central Division at
350-3138; Airport Division
at 352-5352; Bazaar Station
at 351-4156; Eight Mile
Rock Division at 348-3444/5,
and West End Division at
346-6444.

FIRE
The Fire Department is

continuing its investigation
into a house fire that
occurred in Pinedale, Eight
Mile Rock on Friday,
December 24.

Ms Mackey reported that
a single story wooden struc-
ture was fully engulfed in
flames when firemen
arrived. Although the fire
was extinguished, the build-
ing was destroyed.

She said no one was in

the building at the time of
the fire.

Police reported a total of
eight traffic accidents over
the Christmas weekend.
Only one person was injured

and taken to hospital, where
they were treated and dis-
charged.

ASP Mackey said
motorists should drive with
care and caution.
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A MOTHER of three
who became unemployed
on Christmas Eve was the
lucky winner of the latest
100 Jamz Secret Sound
promotion.

Brittney Seymour
guessed the sound for a
prize of $9,900 in cash, just
in time for the holidays.

As caller number 17, Ms
Seymour had an opportu-
nity to reveal the sound
during deejay Reality’s
show on the evening of
Thursday, December 23.  

It  was then that she
solved the mystery – a
knife rubbing against the
side of a wine glass. 

When Reality congratu-
lated her, Ms Seymour was
overwhelmed by emotion.

Ms Seymour could be
heard on air screaming at
the top of her lungs while
explaining to those around
her the reason for her
insanity.  

On the way to collect her
cheque on Christmas Eve,

Ms Seymour was given bad
news.  

She and her co-workers
had been laid off  from
work because the compa-
ny where they worked was
closing. 

Now unemployed, the
winnings will help Ms Sey-
mour care for her three
daughters until she finds a
job. She said she plans to
manage the money wisely,
saving most of it and avoid-
ing those who are already
making demands.   

Ms Seymour won the
Secret Sound during the
fifth week of the promo-
tion. Since the ultimate
jackpot was $17,000, 100
Jamz listeners will  still
have a chance to play and
win at the start of the new
year.

$9,900 sounds good to lucky
winner of 100 Jamz promotion
Mother of three wins radio station’s Secret Sound

Housebreakings
in Freeport over

the holiday period

SECRET SOUND: Empress, a 100
Jamz deejay (l) presents Brittney
Seymour with her $9,900 cheque. 



TWO memorial services
will be held in celebration
of the life of Wayne Lowe,
who died on Christmas eve
— Friday, December 24 —
after a brief illness. The first
service will be held on
Thursday at 2pm at Trinity
Methodist Church, Freder-
ick Street in Nassau and the
s e c o n d a t E p w o r t h
Methodist Chapel, Chero-
kee Sound, Abaco, on Mon-
day, January 3, 2011 at 3pm.

Wayne Richard Lowe was
born in Nassau on Wednes-
day, November 7, 1928, the
last of the three children of
James R and J Valeria

Lowe. He completed his
schooling at Western Senior
School after a stint at Whale
Cay All Age School when
his father worked there for
Miss Betty “Joe” Carstairs,
renowned woman speed-
boat racer and owner of the
cay.

Mechanic
A mechanic by trade, he

started his career at Water
Works under Mr. Jack Cole.
Moving on to Neil Broth-
ers, working with his uncle
Bernard Malone as an elec-
trician, he then returned to

the car business at Central
Garage with his dear friend
Mark Murray.

He settled in for several
years in the late 1960’s and
early 1970’s with Neville
Roberts and his varied com-
panies, both in Nassau and
Marsh Harbour, Abaco.
One of the projects of which
he was most proud was the
construction of the cement
silos at Clifton Pier.

In 1972 he joined Nassau
Motor Co. Ltd with his life
long friend, Roy Smith,
eventually becoming its
Managing Director until his
death.

In 1945 Wayne met the
love of his life, Phyllis (nee
Higgs) and they were mar-
ried on May 3, 1949. They
remained inseparable for 61
years.

He was pre-deceased by
his parents, brother Mur-

phy, sister Mizpah Collins
and grandson Brian Pinder,
son-in-laws, Jeffrey Sands
and Derek Albury. He is
survived by his wife Phyllis,
daughters Julie Cates, Linda
Albury, son Richard (Rick),
son-in-law James Cates,
daughter-in-law Joanne
Lowe, grandchildren,
Cameron Sands, Randy Pin-
der, Christopher and
Matthew Lowe, Brant and
Craig Albury, granddaugh-
ters-in-law, Amy  Sands,
Heather Pinder, Kate Lowe
and Judy Albury. Great
grandchildren, Kirstie
Albury, Rhiannon Pinder
and Wyatt Sands and many
other nieces and nephews,
in-laws, relatives and
friends.

The family would like to
offer special thanks to Dr.
Wesley Francis, Dr. Lean-
der Moncur, Dr. Duane

Sands, Dr. Sheena Antonio-
Collie, Dr. Patrick Cargill
and the ICU and IMCU

nurses and patient care
technicians at Doctors Hos-
pital.
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Invite applicants for participation in the

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

THE NATIONAL INSURANCE BOARD
JEMI HEALTH & WELLNESS AND BODY ZONE FITNESS

GET WELL BAHAMAS is
 40

 FREE OF CHARGE:

APPLICATION FORMS

APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE:

SELECTION PROCESS

PRIZES:

First Prize 

Second Prize

Third Prize

GET WELL BAHAMAS is funded by the 
Healthy People component of The National Prescription Drug Plan.

Two memorial services to
be held for Wayne Lowe

WAYNE LOWE died on Friday.

MEMBERS of  a  f ive-man
freighter crew are expected to be
charged with human trafficking
when the courts reopen this week
after they were stopped by the
Defence Force on Christmas Eve
with suspected Dominican Repub-
lic nationals onboard.

Members of the Royal Bahamas
Defence Force Dauntless P-49, com-
manded by Acting Sub Lieutenant
Byron McClain, responded to a call
last Friday from a vessel in the vicin-
ity of Hope Town, Abaco claiming
to be disabled.  

The off icers  boarded and
searched the 65-foot  wooden

freighter and found 24 persons sus-
pected of  being Dominicans
onboard.  

They were unable to produce
proper documentation and were
consequently arrested by the RBDF
and taken to Marsh Harbour where
they were turned over to the police.

Crew
The vessel’s five crew members

are expected to be charged with
human trafficking and the 19 pas-
sengers for illegal entry into the
Bahamas.

The Defence Force also appre-
hended a group of 80 Haitians over
the holiday weekend.

The crew of the Defence Force
vessel Enduring Friendship EF-130,
commanded by Petty Officer Lucitas
Greene, responded to intelligence
received from the US Coast Guard
about the possible sighting of a Hait-
ian sloop on Sunday afternoon.

An “unsanitary sailing sloop” was
found and boarded some six miles
southwest of Mathew Town, Inagua.  

The Haitians onboard – 65 men,
11 women and four children – were
handed over to the US Coast Guard
to be taken back to Haiti.  

Freighter crew members expected to
be charged with human trafficking



THE Tribune’s website
Tribune242.com is starting
off the New Year with a
bang.

Beginning on Tuesday,
January 4, readers who
“like” The Tribune News
Network on Facebook will
get a chance to win a fabu-
lous weekend getaway
EACH MONTH.

All you have to do is log
on to Facebook, search for
our Facebook page –
www.Facebook.com/Tri-
bune242 - and click “Like”.
Then be sure to read The
Tribune every day and play
TRIBUNE TRIVIA.

We have teamed up with
Dollar Rent A Car who are
offering a fantastic prize
package, including airfare for

one to Miami, a one-day car
rental and a night in a hotel.

Every week day at 3pm,
the team at The Tribune and
Tribune242.com will post a
question relating to a story in
that day’s newspaper. The
answers can be found by
reading the stories in the
newspaper and online.

The first three readers to
email the correct answer,
along with their full name,
will receive points. The first
correct answer to hit our Tri-
buneTrivia@tribuneme-
dia.net inbox will get three
points. The second person
to respond correctly will get
two points and third in will

get one point.
Each day’s winners will be

recorded on the monthly tal-
ly sheet and at the end of
each month one person will
walk away with the grand
prize. 

Tribune Trivia is open
only to residents of the
Bahamas.

In the event of a tie, the
prize will go to the person
who received the most first
place wins that month.  The
tally sheet will be wiped
clear on the first day of each
month. 

The question, the correct
answer, and the names of the
three winners will be pub-
lished the following day in
The Tribune.

Good luck!

THE WATER and Sew-
erage Corporation has
denied claims by the PLP
that the water it is supply-
ing poses a serious health
issues for Abaco residents.

While the Corporation
(WSC) conceded that the
water it is supplying to
Grand Cay,  Abaco has
high levels of hydrogen sul-
fide (H2S) – which pro-
duces a foul odour – this is
something that primarily
affects only the aesthetics
of the water.

“H2S is  a gas with a
characteristic foul odour,
often a result from the
breakdown of organic mat-
ter found in local geologi-
cal  formations in the
absence of oxygen.

“H2S is a common nat-
ural feature in groundwater
in the Bahamas,  and
approximately 30 per cent
of the feedwater wells used
by SWRO plants in the
islands have been impacted
by its presence. 

“In all these cases treat-
ment makes the water aes-
thetically acceptable,” the
WSC said.

In a press statement
released last week, PLP
chairman Bradley Roberts
said that to classify the
water supplied to Grand
Cay by the WSC as safe “is
a criminal and grave insult
to the residents.”

Declaration
He was responding to

Minister of State for Public
Util it ies Phenton Ney-
mour’s declaration that the
water is safe.

“The people of Grand
Cay have been burdened
with very serious health
issues for a month,” said
Mr Roberts.

The WSC said in
response that Mr Roberts’
statements are “inaccurate
and misleading.”

In a press statement
released last Wednesday,
Mr Neymour rebutted ear-
l ier accusations by the
Opposition party describ-
ing the new reverse osmo-
sis plant in Abaco as a “dis-
aster and disgrace as the
RO water produced is
smelly and foul.”

Mr Neymour said the
H2S which is responsible
for the foul odour is con-
sidered a minor issue in the
sea water reverse osmosis
(SWRO) process that is
easily managed.

The State Minister added
that newly installed equip-
ment by the company
Watermakers has started
the process of stripping the
H2S from the source of
water and that the quality
was gradually improving as
a result.

The WSC added that it
remains confident that the
efforts to increase the oxy-

gen levels in the water, and
thus decrease the H2S
experienced, will be suc-
cessful. 

The corporation said the
matter should be fully
resolved by the end of this
week.

“Additionally, the drill
rig shall  remain at site
should there be a need for
additional drilling,” the
WSC said.

However, Mr Roberts
suggested that if there was

no problem with current
water supplies there would
be no reason to use alter-
native sources.

“If the water was safe to
use, why switch the supply
well?” he asked.

Mr Roberts further chal-
lenged Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham and Min-
ister Neymour to have the
water delivered to them
and publicly make a state-
ment of the water’s “good”
quality by drinking it.
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Water and Sewerage
denies PLP claims
over Abaco supply

Win a weekend getaway 
with ‘Tribune Trivia’

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2010
PRICE – 75¢ (A

ER

NNY AND
EEZY

74F
63F

The Tribune
THE PEOPLE’S PAPER

BIGGEST AND BESTL A T E S T N E W S O N W W W . T R I B U N E 2 4 2 . C O

READ The Tribune every day and play TRIBUNE TRIVIA.

WATER SUPPLY: Phenton Neymour and Bradley Roberts

HAVANA

CUBA has honored the
celebrated ballerina and
National Ballet director Alicia
Alonso with its top award for
arts instruction, according to
Associated Press.

The 90-year-old prima bal-
lerina assoluta received this
year's National Prize for
Artistic Teaching at a cere-
mony Monday in a wood-
floor studio at the ballet's

headquarters.
Alonso said she was

touched.
She told admirers, journal-

ists and dance students that
"the most wonderful moment
in life is when one can teach
others what one has learned."

Alonso rose to stardom
with the American Ballet
Theater. 

She has led the Cuban
National Ballet for decades,
despite being nearly blind.

Cuban ballerina Alonso
gets top teaching prize 

Share your news
The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

              



By SIR RONALD
SANDERS

(The Writer is a 
Consultant and former
Caribbean diplomat)

AS THE sun began to
set on the closing days of
2010, Caribbean Airlines
Ltd (CAL), the airl ine
owned by the government
of Trinidad and Tobago,
has been the major head-
line story in Trinidad and
Tobago. It is a story that

has serious implications for
the operations of Air
Jamaica and, once again,
makes a “regional airline”
an elusive ambition. 

There has been a very
public squabble between

the Minister of Transport
and powerhouse,  Jack
Warner,  and the newly
appointed Board of Direc-
tors of CAL.  

The squabble is a turf
war over who makes deci-
sions for the airline.  Warn-
er has proclaimed that
either he or the Board
must go and that the gov-
ernment must make a
choice.  

At issue is whether the
new Board of Directors
had the authority to re-
evaluate a major decision,
which had been made by
the airline’s CEO in the
absence of a Board of
Directors after the old one
had resigned, to purchase a
dozen turboprop aircraft to
replace and expand its fleet
which services the Trinidad
to Tobago air bridge. 

The CEO, Ian Brunton,
sought and received Cabi-
net approval to proceed
with the transaction which
had not been finalized by
the time the new Board
was appointed although a
“good faith” deposit had
been paid to the aircraft
manufacturer.

Enter, then, the new
Board which took the view
that the decision to spend
a quarter of a billion US
dollars should await its
overall review of the air-
l ine’s  strategic  plan to
ensure that the aircraft
chosen and the number
ordered were compatible
with the plan. 

The public squabbling
became so frenzied that
Prime Minister Kamla Per-
sad-Bissessar and the
Attorney General have
imposed a “time out” on
the issue in an effort to find
a solution.

This summation of the
power struggle over CAL
sets the scene for the trou-
bling reason for this Com-
mentary which is: What are
the implications for Air
Jamaica and the notion of
a single Caribbean-owned
airline?

The CAL Board of
Directors in a Press
Release on December 12
raised the possibility that
CAL might not proceed
with its acquisition of Air
Jamaica. 

This represents a huge
change on the part of
Brunton, the CEO, who in
a newspaper article on
November 11 reaffirmed
his support for CAL’s
acquisition of Air Jamaica
and went further to say
that it was part of CAL’s
mandate to have one
Caribbean airline which
included LIAT, the carri-
er owned by the govern-
ments of Antigua and Bar-
buda, Barbados and St
Vincent and the
Grenadines.

Brunton is no longer the
CEO. Dismissed by the
Board, he is collateral dam-
age in the ongoing turf war
and is  seeking his  own
redress.

After the May 24 gen-
eral election that swept in
the new, coalition govern-
ment,  the Minister of
Finance, Winston Dooker-
an, appointed a Cabinet
sub-committee to assess
the Air Jamaica acquisition
which had been concluded
on April 30, 2010 and was
in effect for an interim
period of one year.

The Report’s analysis,
conclusions and recom-
mendations were not made
public but were apparently
accepted by Cabinet as
defining a way forward for
CAL, including the Air
Jamaica acquisition.

Thus, while in Jamaica
in early July for a
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) Heads of
Government Conference,
Prime Minister Persad-
Bissessar discussed the Air
Jamaica acquisition direct-
ly with Bruce Golding, her
Jamaican counterpart, and
declared that: "When you
put the pros and the cons
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Waiting to hear from Trinidad

WORLD VIEW
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Practical or Luxury?

C-CLASS ML-CLASS

E-CLASS

Tyreflex Star Motors
Call us today for your new Mercedes-Benz at 325.4961
Wulff Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

You may ask the question: Is it practical
to own a Mercedes-Benz or is it a luxury?
Well, Mercedes-Benz would like to ask
you a question. Are excellent gas
mileage, top safety standards and
superior driving technology considered a
luxury? Mercedes-Benz doesn’t think so
and you shouldn’t either. You deserve to
get the most out of your gas dollar. 

You and your family deserve to be safe
and comfortable when maneuvering
through our nation’s less-than-perfect
roadways. That’s why these features and
so much more come standard in every
class and model of Mercedes-Benz. So do
something practical while still enjoying
the best of life – become an owner of a
beautiful new Mercedes-Benz today.

together, the bottom line
from our review is that it
would be advantageous to
Jamaica and Trinidad and
Tobago to honour the
agreement." and continued
“… in every business ven-
ture there are risks, but we
did the risk analysis and
the bottom line is  we
decided to go ahead with
the deal.”

The Jamaican govern-
ment assumed all the lia-
bilities of the airline and
CAL assumed the financial
risk of the continuing Air
Jamaica operations from
May 1, 2010, receiving any
excess of revenue over
expenses or covering any
shortfall.

This first stage was to
last for a year – until April
30, 2011– to give CAL the
opportunity to plan for the
second permanent stage
which is the full integration
of the Air Jamaica opera-
tions into its system at
which time it would for-
mally assume ownership of
the Air Jamaica assets
required for those opera-
tions, be designated as a
Jamaican national airline,
and have the right to the
use of the Air Jamaica
brand. 

As part of the overall
arrangement the Govern-
ment of Trinidad and
Tobago was to invest

US$50 million in new equi-
ty capital into CAL to fund
the transition and integra-
tion, and the Government
of Jamaica was to receive a
16 per cent equity interest
in the new CAL with the
right to appoint one mem-
ber to its Board of Direc-
tors.

Until April 30, 2011,
CAL has the right to ter-
minate this arrangement
on minimal notice at its
option with no apparent
penalty. 

After the publicly
declared July go-ahead
from Prime Minister Per-
sad-Bissessar, the integra-
tion of the two airlines
appeared to be proceeding
smoothly:  joint ground
operations at Toronto and
Fort Lauderdale, a new
joint t icket office in
Jamaica, direct flights on
CAL aircraft  from
Kingston to Toronto – all
as expected:  numerous
small, visible incremental
steps with more going on
behind the scenes.

In public, the CAL CEO
talked up the Air Jamaica
acquisit ion and its
prospects for a future that
would see CAL grow by
further such acquisitions,
including that of LIAT,
into the Caribbean Region-
al Airline for the entire
CARICOM Caribbean.

So, what has transpired
between the Persad-Bisses-
sar announcement in
Jamaica on July 8 that she
was “very happy to
announce that we are going
to be partners, definitely
when it  comes to Air
Jamaica and Caribbean
Airlines” and the sugges-
tion by the CAL CEO to
the new CAL Board on
November 11 “that it
should not complete the
Air Jamaica transaction”?

The government of
Jamaica and Air Jamaica
have been proceeding on
the basis of the written
agreement with the
Trinidad and Tobago gov-
ernment and the public
declaration of Prime Min-
ister Persad-Bissessar who
personally made the com-
mitment to a partnership
between Air Jamaica and
CAL.  

Her personal credibility
has been thrust on the line
in this  matter,  and she
should not let this year
close without urgently end-
ing the doubts and con-
cerns over Air Jamaica and
the prospects for a “region-
al airline” created by the
struggle for power over
CAL.

Responses and previous 
commentaries at: 
www.sirronaldsanders.com

Prime Minister on Air Jamaica

SIR RONALD SANDERS

““TThheerree hhaass bbeeeenn aa vveerryy 
ppuubblliicc ssqquuaabbbbllee bbeettwweeeenn tthhee
MMiinniisstteerr ooff TTrraannssppoorrtt aanndd
ppoowweerrhhoouussee,, JJaacckk WWaarrnneerr,,
aanndd tthhee nneewwllyy aappppooiinntteedd
BBooaarrdd ooff DDiirreeccttoorrss ooff CCAALL..
TThhee ssqquuaabbbbllee iiss aa ttuurrff wwaarr
oovveerr wwhhoo mmaakkeess ddeecciissiioonnss
ffoorr tthhee aaiirrlliinnee..””
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CAPTAIN Tellis Bethel of the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force (RBDF) recent-
ly returned home after successfully com-
pleting the United States Defence Insti-
tute for Medical Operations HIV/AIDS
Planning and Pol icy  Development
Course. 

The purpose of the course was to
enhance the ability of senior civilian offi-
cials and military leaders to develop,
implement and strengthen the effective-
ness of HIV/AIDS policies for their mili-
taries. 

Specific topics included: HIV and the
Military; Department of Defense Policy
on HIV/AIDS; Counselling and Testing,
and Gender, Security and Peace Build-
ing. 

Countries throughout Asia, Africa, Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean region
were represented at the course.

Learning
The course’s faculty of experts com-

bined lectures with group discussions,
classroom exercises and presentations on
country specific issues to create a shared
learning experience, highlighting best
practices and concerns pertaining to
HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and
care. 

Captain Bethel was also awarded a
diploma on completion of the course,
which was held from December 5-10.

Throughout the month of November,
300 RBDF members participated in a
HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention and
education programme as a part of the
Defence Force’s healthy lifestyles strate-
gic objective. 

The programme was a collaborative
effort between the US Defence Institute
for Medical Operations, the Bahamas
AIDS Foundation and the Bahamas
AIDS Secretariat, and was coordinated
by the Office of Defence Security Coop-
eration at the United States Embassy.  

Captain Bethel is a Deputy Commander
of the Defence Force with responsibility
for the coordination of HIV/AIDS aware-
ness and educational programmes within
the Defence Force in conjunction with
the Force’s medical officer, Senior Com-
mander Francis Saunders.

Defence Force officers
receive HIV/AIDS training

TRAINING: Captain Tellis Bethel
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ple but we cannot pick up
everybody. So right now we
are just bringing water,
clothes and shoes, for those
who have nothing.” 

Fire services have yet to
identify the origins of the
blaze – investigations are
continuing – however it is
believed to have started in a
single structure near the
back of the lot sometime
around 10:30am.

Due to the gale force
winds, which exceeded 30
miles an hour on Sunday,
the fire ripped through the
closely juxtapositioned ply-
wood homes.

Struggling against
inclement weather and the
densely packed structures,
15 firefighters and four
trucks battled the flames for
over eight hours.

Pastor St Louis added:
“There was plenty fire, so
people lost passports, work
permits, residence, people
lost everything. So right
now, whatever you can do
for these Haitian people –
please do the best you can.”

For over 100 families,
most of whom were at
church as the fire raged ear-
ly Sunday afternoon, the
overwhelming need is shel-
ter from the below 60
degree weather which is
forecast to continue this
week – along with more high

winds.
Each structure was esti-

mated to have at least four
persons in them – two of
whom were under the age
of 16.

One resident, whose
home had been spared, said:
“I was shocked, I never
knew it would have come
back this far, all the houses
from the back straight to the
front street. I think the fire-
fighters did the best they
could, and they worked very
hard yesterday. It’s just that
where the houses were so
close, they couldn’t get to
do what they came to do.
They had to start breaking
homes just to get to the
fire.”

Alexander Thurston, 61,
came to the area to search
for his friends and view the
aftermath firsthand. 

Mr Thurston said: “I’ve
never seen something like
this in my lifetime – not in
the Bahamas. Something
like this, this is tragic – I
don’t understand this. One
fire and couple hours time
the whole place is swept, this
is very poor. These people
came here to get a better life
and now this, it’s like they
can’t get a break on any
front. Where do we go from
here?”

Persons interested in
donating water, food, or
clothing to relief efforts are
encouraged to contact Pas-
tor St Louis at 426-7414.

SCENES OF THE DEVASTATION after the fire at the Haitian village off Carmichael Road. The fire consumed more than 100
wooden shanties on Boxing Day

Huge blaze leaves
hundreds homeless

FROM page one

 



HAMID AHMED,
Associated Press
BAGHDAD 

Two suicide bombers blew
themselves up Monday front of
a government office in Iraq's
western Anbar province, killing
nine people including family
members of security officials
who were killed in another
bombing at the same place less
than a month ago, security offi-
cials said.

Insurgents frequently go
after Iraqi government targets
in an effort to destabilize the
U.S.-backed Iraqi authorities,
as American troops prepare to
leave by the end of next year.

The Anbar provincial head-
quarters has been a particular-
ly favorite target. It has been
attacked four times in the span
of a year, including an explo-
sion in which the governor lost
a leg.

Many of the people killed
and injured in Monday's vio-
lence were family members of
police and soldiers who died
Dec. 12 at the same location in
another suicide blast. The fam-
ily members were at the provin-
cial headquarters to receive
compensation for their losses,
said Mohammed Fathi, a
spokesman for the Anbar gov-
ernor.

Policemen
He did not know how many

of the dead were family mem-
bers but said three policemen
were killed in the Monday sui-
cide attacks.

The first blast occurred when
a suicide bomber drove a
minibus packed with explosives
into the entrance of the main
government compound of
Ramadi 70 miles (115 kilome-
ters) west of Baghdad, Fathi
said. As people gathered to
observe the destruction, anoth-
er suicide attacker detonated
his explosive vest in their midst,
said police and hospital offi-
cials.

The officials said besides the
dead, 50 people were injured
by the blasts. 

Consecutive blasts meant to
catch bystanders and rescue
personnel have become a hall-
mark of al-Qaida's tactics in
Iraq in the past few years.
There was no immediate claim
of responsibility for the double
attack, but Fathi blamed it on
al-Qaida.

Mosques across the city
called on residents to donate
blood, in a sign of the severity
of the injuries.

Ramadi is the seat of the
Anbar provincial government
and used to be a stronghold of
al-Qaida. Recently, local mili-

tias have managed to bring a
measure of calm to the city and
province, a drop in violence
that has also been seen across
the country.

The suicide bombings were
the first major attacks since
Prime Minister Nouri al-Malik-
i's new government was
appointed last week. Al-Malik-
i's success has been in large part
due to the fact that violence has
dropped significantly during his
tenure. Attacks like Monday's
are a sign that rooting out al-
Qaida-linked militants is a con-
tinued challenge.

The Ramadi complex, which
houses various government
agencies, including the gover-
nor's offices, has been bombed
twice this year.

In July, a female suicide
bomber blew herself up at a
reception room outside the gov-
ernor's office. 

Earlier this month, a suicide
bomber exploded outside the
office complex, killing 17 peo-
ple, including women and
elderly people waiting to col-
lect welfare checks.

The Islamic State of Iraq, an
al-Qaida front group, claimed
responsibility for a December
2009 bombing of the same com-
plex. Anbar's Governor, Qasim
al-Fahadawi, lost a leg in that
blast.

In a separate incident Mon-
day, three members of the same
family were killed when a road-
side bomb hit their car outside
the town of Dujail, 50 miles (80
kilometers) north of Baghdad.
A 1-year-old child was also
injured in the blast, police and
hospital officials said.

All officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorized to speak
to reporters.
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Twin suicide blasts kill
nine in western Iraq 

BRIAN MURPHY,
Associated Press
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 

Corruption charges against one of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad's most trusted political advisers
provided the latest evidence of deep rifts within
the Iranian president's own conservative political
camp. The challenge by Ahmadinejad's rivals —
one of them the head of the judiciary — could set
the tone for a bitter fight leading up to the next
big political moment in Iran, parliamentary elec-
tions less than a year away.

"This case isn't going to bring down
Ahmadinejad, but it may get very ugly," said
Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, a regional political analyst
at Emirates University. "It's a commentary on the
troubled state of Iranian politics at the moment."

Ahmadinejad has faced a growing internal
backlash from conservative leaders — including
influential parliament speaker Ali Larijani. They
are upset by the president's combative nature
and deepening links with the vast military-eco-
nomic network run by the Revolutionary Guard,
Iran's most powerful force which led the crack-
down on the reformist movement after
Ahmadinejad's disputed re-election last year.

The political infighting escalated earlier this
month when Ahmadinejad suddenly dismissed
his longtime foreign minister, Manouchehr Mot-
taki, a close ally of Larijani. Many lawmakers
and others denounced the move as further evi-
dence of Ahmadinejad's steamrolling style. He
dumped Mottaki in apparent retaliation for dis-
agreements that included control over foreign

ministry posts. Shortly after Mottaki's firing, the
judiciary headed by Larijani's brother announced
the corruption allegations against First Vice Pres-
ident Mohammad Reza Rahimi.

The charges could do more damage to
Ahmadinejad and the reputation he has culti-
vated as aloof from Iran's powerful financial
clans and foundations, many run by the Revolu-
tionary Guard.

The developments revealed the increasingly
complex political maneuvering within the Islam-
ic Republic as it struggles with economic sanc-
tions and growing international pressure to curb
its production of nuclear fuel.

The judiciary last week said Rahimi is facing
corruption charges that need to be investigated
and will have to stand trial. The details of the
accusations against him have not been made pub-
lic since. Rahimi quickly denied the charges and
was expected to present his side at a news con-
ference, possibly later this week.

On Monday, Ahmadinejad's office came to
Rahimi's defense, saying that his complaints
against the accusations should be investigated, the
official Islamic Republic News Agency reported.

But the rumblings have been coming for
months against Rahimi, whose position as the
top of 12 vice presidents gives him authority to
meet visiting prime ministers and other digni-
taries and lead Cabinet meetings in Ahmadine-
jad's absence. Some of Ahmadinejad's political
foes have frequently taken pot shots at Rahimi
with allegations of financial misdeeds since a
major government-linked embezzlement probe
opened in April. 

IRAN CORRUPTION CLAIMS STOKE POLITICAL INFIGHTING 

(AP Photo)
DEATH SCENE: A U.S. army soldier inspects the scene of two suicide
bomb attacks in Ramadi, 70 miles (115 kilometers) west of Baghdad,
Iraq, Monday, Dec. 27, 2010. Two suicide bombers blew themselves
up on Monday, killing and wounding scores of people at the govern-
ment compound in the provincial capital of Ramadi, officials said.
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DEEPTI HAJELA,
Associated Press
SAMANTHA HENRY,
Associated Press
NEW YORK 

Planes began landing again
Monday at one of the nation's
busiest airports after a blizzard
clobbered the Northeast with
more than 2 feet of snow and
closed the New York metro-
politan area's three airports,
stranding thousands of travelers
trying to get home after the hol-
idays.

A Royal Jordanian flight was
the first to arrive at John F.
Kennedy International Airport,
shortly before 7 p.m., said Steve
Coleman, of the Port Authori-
ty of New York and New Jer-
sey, which operates the airports.
Flights were expected to begin
arriving at Newark and
LaGuardia airports later in the
evening.

Vikki Walker, 24, and her
boyfriend Kevin Berryman, 26,
were among those in line at a
security checkpoint at
LaGuardia. They had been in
New York for Christmas and
were trying to get home to Hal-
ifax. They originally planned to
fly out of Newark on Monday
morning and said they had been
rebooked four times before get-
ting seats on the flight out of
LaGuardia.

"It feels incredible. Hopeful-
ly it will work out, though,"
Walker said. "I don't want to
get my hopes too high."

The storm walloped the
Northeast on Sunday, stymieing
most means of transportation.
Flights were grounded. Buses
sputtered to a halt in snow
drifts. Trains stopped in their
tracks. Taxi drivers abandoned
their cabs in the middle of New
York's snow-clogged streets.
Even the New York City sub-
way system — usually depend-
able during a snowstorm —
broke down in spots, trapping
riders for hours.

Snowfall totals included a
foot in Tidewater, Va., and
Philadelphia, 29 inches in parts
of northern New Jersey, 2 feet
north of New York City, and
more than 18 inches in Boston.

Cold, hungry and tired pas-
sengers spent the night in air-
ports, train stations and bus
depots. Some were given cots
and blankets. Others used their
luggage as pillows, curled into
chairs, or made beds by spread-
ing towels on the floor or over-
turning the plastic bins used for
sending items through airport
security.

Some airline passengers
could be stuck for days. Many
planes are booked solid
because of the busy holiday sea-
son, and airlines are operating
fewer flights because of the eco-
nomic downturn.

As bad as the storm was, it
could have been worse if it had
been an ordinary work day.
Children are home from school
all week on Christmas vacation,
and lots of people had taken
off from work.

Many youngsters went out
and frolicked in the snow, some
of them using the sleds they got
for Christmas.

Many side streets in New
York City remained unplowed
well into the day, and pedestri-
ans stumbled over drifts and
trudged through knee-deep
snow in some places. Numer-
ous people simply gave up try-
ing to use the sidewalks, instead
walking down the middle of
partially plowed streets. Some
New Yorkers complained that
snowplow crews were neglect-
ing neighborhoods in the outer
boroughs in favor of Manhat-
tan.

A testy Mayor Michael

Bloomberg defended the city's
cleanup effort, saying the furi-
ous pace of the snowfall — 2
to 3 inches per hour — required
crews to plow streets repeated-
ly to keep them open. And
abandoned cars slowed the
process further because plows
could not get through, he said.

"It's being handled by the
best professionals in the busi-
ness," Bloomberg said, urging
people not to get upset. "It's a
snowstorm, and it really is
inconvenient for a lot of peo-
ple."

At the Manchester Boston
Regional Airport outside Man-
chester, N.H., 25-year-old Ali-
cia Kinney slept overnight on
benches in the baggage claim

area before moving to the food
court for a soda in the morn-
ing.

"I'm trying to stay positive,"
she said.

The blizzard had a ripple
effect on air travel, stranding
thousands of people at airports
around the country.

"I know the Northeast was
hit by snow. I get it. But still,
this is Monday and I still
haven't gotten a flight yet," said
Sam Rogers, who had planned
to fly back to New York on
Sunday after visiting his broth-
er in Charlotte, N.C., for the
holiday. He was supposed to be
back Monday at the mortgage
company where he works, but
no one was answering the

phone at his office. "I guess
they took a snow day, too."

Tired
In New York, many passen-

gers tired of waiting around
couldn't have left even if they
wanted to. Taxis were hard to
find, and many airport shuttles
and trains were also a lost
cause.

"There's literally no way to
leave," said Jason Cochran of
New York City, stuck at
Kennedy.

Yoann Uzan of France, on a
first-ever trip to New York City
with his girlfriend, said their
airline had promised to put pas-

sengers up at hotels overnight.
"But we waited for the shuttle
buses to take us there, and then
the buses couldn't get through
because of the weather, so we
were stuck here," he said.

Passengers stuck at New
York City's main bus terminal
— where all service was can-
celed — tried to get some shut-
eye as they awaited word on
when buses might start rolling
again.

"It's really, really cold here,"
said 12-year-old Terry Huang.
"The luggage was really hard
to sleep on. It was hard and
lumpy."

Two passenger buses head-
ed back to New York City from
the Atlantic City, N.J., casinos

became stuck on New Jersey's
Garden State Parkway. State
troopers, worried about dia-
betics aboard, brought water
and food as emergency workers
worked to free the vehicles.

In Virginia, the National
Guard had to rescue three peo-
ple trapped in a car for more
than four hours in the Eastern
Shore area.

Not even professional hockey
players could beat the frozen
conditions. The Toronto Maple
Leafs, after defeating the New
Jersey Devils 4-1 in Newark,
N.J., got stuck in traffic for four
hours on their way to the team
hotel. It was supposed to be a
20-minute ride. Center Tyler
Bozak tweeted in one middle-
of-the-night dispatch: "Roads
closed in new jersey stuck on
the bussss. Brutaallll!!"

Christopher Mullen was
among the New York City sub-
way riders stranded for several
hours aboard a cold train Mon-
day. "I just huddled with my
girlfriend. We just tried to stay
close," he said.

The train was stopped by
snow drifts on the tracks and
ice on the electrified third rail.
It took hours to rescue the pas-
sengers because crews first tried
to push the train, and when that
didn't work, a snow-covered
diesel locomotive had to be dug
out of a railyard and brought
in to move it.

Getting around cities in the
Northeast was an adventure. In
one Brooklyn neighborhood,
cars drove the wrong way up a
one-way street because it was
the only plowed thoroughfare
in the area. 

In Philadelphia, pedestrians
dodged chunks of ice blown off
skyscrapers.

New York taxi driver Shafqat
Hayat spent the night in his cab
on 33rd Street in Manhattan,
unable to move his vehicle
down the unplowed road. "I've
seen a lot of snow before, but
on the roads, I've never seen
so many cars stuck in 22 years,"
he said.

Flights resume at NY
airport after blizzard 

SNOW REMOVAL: John F. Kennedy International Airport in New
York, Monday, Dec. 27, 2010. 

THE LONG WAIT: Air travelers wait in line to find out the status of their flights at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York, Monday, Dec. 27, 2010.

(AP Photo/The News Journal, Saquan Stimpson)
SHOVEL TIME: McDonald's General Manager Yves Florespal, left, and owner Robert Cocozzoli shovel snow from the parking at 1788
N.duPont highway in Dover, Monday, Dec. 27, 2010.

THOUSANDS STRANDED TRYING TO GET HOME AFTER HOLIDAYS
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CHARLES BABINGTON,
Associated Press
WASHINGTON 

This month's early, under-the-radar
campaigning by potential Republican
challengers to President Barack Oba-
ma is a reminder of something too eas-
ily forgotten: Running for president is
harder than it looks, and Obama ulti-
mately will stand against a flesh-and-
blood nominee certain to make mis-
takes along the way.

Mitt Romney, Tim Pawlenty and
other possible GOP candidates stum-
bled over health care, taxes and other
issues in December, even as Obama
coped with the harsh political reality
stemming from his party's "shellack-

ing" in last month's elections. No seri-
ous contender has officially launched a
2012 campaign. But with the Iowa cau-
cuses less than 13 months away, at
least a dozen Republicans are jockey-
ing for position, speaking to groups
throughout the country, writing op-ed
columns and taking potshots at one
another.

As all politicians learn, the more
deeply they delve into contested issues,
the likelier they are to stumble. Sen.
John Thune, R-S.D., got caught in the
middle of his party's quickly changing
views about congressional earmarks,
the pet projects that some lawmakers
sprinkle throughout big spending bills.
Earlier this year he tucked more than
$100 million in earmarks into a mas-
sive year-end spending bill that many

had expected to pass. But after tea
party successes in the Nov. 2 elections,
elected Republicans swung hard
against earmarks and pork-barrel
spending. At a Dec. 15 news confer-
ence in the Capitol, Thune came
uncomfortably close to echoing Sen.
John Kerry's infamous line about vot-
ing for an $87 billion bill "before I vot-
ed against it."

Thune told reporters: "I support
those projects, but I don't support this
bill, nor do I support the process by
which this bill was put together."

Meanwhile, Romney was put on the
spot when a federal judge ruled that
Obama's health care law is unconsti-
tutional because it requires everyone
to buy health insurance. Romney
included virtually the same mandate in

the 2006 health law he enacted as
Massachusetts governor.

Romney took pains to say his plan
was different from Obama's, mainly
because it takes a state-by-state
approach rather than a federal one-
size-fits-all solution. Pawlenty aides
note that the Minnesota governor
rejected such mandates in his state.

But Pawlenty had his own problems
this month. In a Wall Street Journal
column, he said most labor union
members now work for governments,
which Obama has rendered "the only
booming industry left in our econo-
my." Since January 2008, he wrote,
"the private sector has lost nearly 8
million jobs while local, state and fed-
eral governments added 590,000."

The nonpartisan research group

PolitiFact gave the column its worst
rating for accuracy, "pants on fire."
The group said Pawlenty mangled the
time frame, contradicted his definition
of federal workers and "repeated a
statistic that had been criticized as
inaccurate as long as six months ago."

Pawlenty's office said he based the
statistics on a June article by
Veronique de Rugy, a senior research
fellow at George Mason University,
on the Big Government website run by
conservative activist Andrew Breit-
bart. After reviewing the article, Poli-
tiFact said it stood by its analysis that
"the 590,000 number doesn't encap-
sulate the time frame or definition set
out by Pawlenty," and it is "still
skewed by a large bump in temporary
Census jobs."

GOP hopefuls find some issues a hazard early on
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Listed Bahamian securities
could on average enjoy price
appreciation of between 6-7
per cent in 2011, a leading
capital markets analyst has
told Tribune Business, with
developments such as the
likely construction start for
the $2.6 billion Baha Mar pro-
ject set to revive earnings and
investor sentiment after two
down years.

While acknowledging that
2011 would not be “ a stellar
year” for the Bahamian capi-
tal markets, certainly not in
comparison to the 20 per cent
gains enjoyed in 2007, Ken-
wood Kerr, Providence Advi-
sors’ chief executive, said fac-
tors were in play to encourage
an equity market revival.

Among these were
prospective new initial pub-
lic offerings (IPOs), such as
the $60-$65 million Burns
House/Commonwealth Brew-
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CAVES POINT #3843 Tranquility awaits at this professionally deco-
rated 4,000 sf 4 BR 4 bath penthouse with 60' wrap-around balcony, 19'
vaulted ceiling, top quality fixtures, appliances, granite counters, private entry.
This luxury accommodation needs to be seen to be appreciated! Gated
community with 3 swimming pools, sandy beaches, gym US$2,390,000.
Richard.Sawyer@SothebysRealty.com 242.424.9792

SIRbahamas.com t 242.322.2305

BEACHFRONT PENTHOUSE

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A leading Bahamian retailer fears that the sector is like-
ly to struggle during the 2011 first half due to the ever-
lengthening time it is taking consumers to recover from
their Christmas spending and pay down debt, warning
that the period was going to be “very telling” for some
firms’ survival.

Christopher Lowe, operations manager at Grand
Bahama-based Kelly’s (Freeport), told Tribune Busi-
ness that retail top and bottom lines across the Bahamas
were likely to suffer even more in 2011 from the pro-
tracted debt hangover many consumers experienced as a
result of festive shopping.

Stating that Kelly’s (Freeport’s) Christmas sales had
held firm, essentially being flat when compared to 2009
data, Mr Lowe said: “It’s going to be very telling in the
February, March, April period, because every year it

Retailer fears
lengthening
consumer
recovery

* Warns that 2011 first half will be ‘very telling’ for many
in industry, given that it was ‘well into June 2010’ before
any spending rebound from last Xmas was seen
* Says that recovery becoming more protracted every
year, as Bahamians fail to budget for seasonal spending

SEE page 5B

ANALYST FORECASTS 6-7 PER CENT
STOCK MARKET REVIVAL FOR 2011

* Baha Mar and other projects set to revive investor sentiment after two
bad years, although 2011 will ‘not be stellar’
* ‘The almost total absence of confidence’ big bar to recovery, although
Heineken IPO and potential BTC and Port offerings set to boost market
depth and choice
* Economy in ‘resuscitation’ mode with recovery yet to fully kick in

KenKEN KERR

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A UK-listed company
would have to undergo new
approvals processes and
obtain a revised series of
permits if is to meet its stat-
ed goal of beginning
exploratory drilling for oil
in Bahamian waters by the

2011 Q4 START DATE
TARGET FOR OIL DRILLER
But government says BPOC would require new
permits and have to undergo new processes

SEE page 4B
EARL DEVEAUX

SEE page 5B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Baha Mar has agreed to
pay US gaming giant Harrah’s
Entertainment $12.174 mil-
lion to cover the legal costs it
incurred in defending itself
against the Cable Beach
developer’s breach of contract
and other claims made over
their failed $2.6 billion joint
venture.

The settlement, part of a
total $25 million legal bill that
Baha Mar has incurred, the
balance coming from its own
legal team’s fees, was filed
with the New York State
Supreme Court last month. 

The motion stated that the
dispute over Harrah’s legal
fees had been “resolved in
accordance” with a report
provided by a special referee
back in August 2010. As a
result, a December 21, 2010,
motion was filed to finally dis-
miss the legal battle between
Baha Mar and Harrah’s, as
all issues had been resolved.

The court-appointed 'spe-

cial referee', Marilyn Der-
showitz, trimmed the initial
bill submitted by Harrah's
and its Bahamian subsidiary,
Caesars Bahamas Investment
Corporation, by just over
$110,000, but she largely
accepted the gaming giant's
clam and rejected assertions
by Baha Mar's attorneys that
the sum demanded was too
large.

Ms Dershowitz's report
also revealed that Baha Mar's
own legal bill was "in excess
of $12.6 million". Its legal
costs were ahead of Harrah's,
with the gaming giant's law

firm billing all its attorney's
at a rate of $490 per hour -
something it alleged had
saved its client $900,000 in
legal costs.

According to Ms Dershow-
itz's report, it was Baha Mar
who insisted that a hearing on
Harrah's legal cost demands
be held, with "vociferous
argument" having taken place
as to whether this was neces-
sary.

James Kearney, a partner
at Harrah's US law firm,

Baha Mar settles $12.2m
Harrah’s legal demand

* Developer incurs just under $25m in collective
legal costs, as gaming giant’s demand resolved in
accordance with referee’s report

AN ARCHITECT’S drawing of the Baha Mar development.

SEE page 4B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Bahamian Contrac-
tors Association’s (BCA),
which had hoped to receive
word from government on
concerns raised about the
proposed hike in their busi-
ness license fees, are still
awaiting the Ingraham
administration’s “judgment”
on the matter.

Larger contractors, in par-
ticular, had expressed anxiety

Contractors
still waiting
on Business
Licence woe

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Bahamas Hotel Asso-
ciation (BHA) has been
informed that the Prime
Minister is “giving serious
consideration” to its recom-
mendation that require-
ments, which must be met
under the Hotels Encour-
agement Act to enable
hotels to access materials for
infrastructure upgrades duty
free, be eased.

Frank Comito, the BHA’s
executive vice-president,
said tourism stakeholders
were informed this was the
case by Minister of Tourism,
Vincent Vanderpool-Wal-
lace, at the BHA’s Annual
General Meeting earlier this
month.

At the end of November,
Mr Comito released the
results of a survey undertak-
en by the BHA, which
showed that more than 90
per cent of hoteliers would
undertake capital upgrades
in short order, potentially
pouring an estimated $40-

Hotel incentive
request under
‘serious review’

SEE page 6B

SEE page 4B

STEPHEN
WRINKLE
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BY ROYALFIDELITY CAPITAL
MARKETS

It was an active week of trading in
the Bahamian stock market. Investors
traded in four out of the 24 listed secu-
rities with one decliner.

EQUITY MARKET
A total of 1,294,943 shares changed

hands, representing a significant
increase of 1,241,943 shares compared
to the previous week's trading vol-
ume of 53,000 shares.

ICD Utilities (ICD) was the vol-
ume leader, trading a volume of
1,073,917 shares to close unchanged at
$5.59. 

Focol Holdings was the big decliner
last week, trading a volume of 200,103
shares to fall by $0.46 to $5.

BOND MARKET
No notes traded last week.

COMPANY NEWS
Earnings Releases:
Bahamas Waste (BWL) released its

unaudited financial results for the
nine-month period ending September
30, 2010. For the period, BWL report-
ed net income of $304,000, a decline of
$346,000 or 53 per cent from the
$651,000 reported in the same period
in 2009.  

Gross profits of $1.8 million
declined by $294,000. It was noted
that while sales and services revenues
of $5.7 million declined slightly by
$67,000 in relation to the compara-
tive period, the cost of sales and direct
expenses of $3.9 million increased by
$227,000. Total operating expenses of
$1.5 million were consistent with same
period in the prior year, declining
slightly by $52,000.

Earnings per share for the nine-
month period were $0.05, compared to
$0.09 in the comparative period, a
decline of $0.04.

Total assets and liabilities stood at
$10.2 million and $907,000 respectively
at September 30, 2010, compared to
$9.9 million and $952,000 at December
31, 2009.

FamGuard Corporation (FAM)
released its unaudited financial results
for the quarter ending September 30,
2010, reporting net income available

to common shareholders of $604,000,
compared to $186,000 reported in the
same quarter in 2009.  

Total income of $25.5 million
increased by $1.5 million or 6.5 per
cent from the $24 million reported in
the 2009 third quarter. 

Income
The increase in income was primar-

ily due to higher net premium income
and annuity deposits of $22.7 million
being reported in the quarter, which

was up by $1.2 million or 5.6 per cent
quarter-over-quarter.   

FAM’s total benefits and expenses
were $24.7 million in the quarter,
increasing by $1.1 million or 4.8 per
cent quarter-over-quarter.

Earnings per share available to com-
mon shareholders for the quarter were
$0.06 compared to $0.02 in the same
quarter in the prior year.

Total assets and liabilities at Sep-
tember 30, 2010, were $197 million
and $139 million respectively, com-
pared to $189 million and $130 million
reported at December 31, 2009.

RoyalFidelity Market Wrap
EQUITY MARKET - TRADING STATISTICS

Week ending 24.12.10

BISX            CLOSING        WKLY PRICE VOLUME YTD PRICE CHANGE
SYMBOL     PRICE             CHANGE

AML $   0.97 $- 0 -17.09%
BBL $   0.18 $- 0 -71.43%
BOB $   4.90 $- 0 -16.95%
BPF $ 10.63 $- 0 -1.02%
BSL $   5.01 $- 0 -50.20%
BWL $   2.70 $- 0 -14.29%
CAB $ 10.46 $- 0 4.81%
CBL $   6.95 $- 20,423 -0.71%
CHL $   2.40 $- 0 -11.76%
CIB $   9.39 $- 0 -2.50%
CWCB $  1.82 $-0.02 500 -36.14
DHS $   1.60 $- 0 -37.25%
FAM $   6.07 $- 0 -6.47%
FBB $   2.17 $- 0 -8.44%
FCL $   5.00 $-0.46 200,103 4.82%
FCLB $   1.00 $- 0 0.00%
FIN $   7.23 $- 0 -22.09%
ICD $   5.59 $- 1,073,917 0.00%
JSJ $   9.82 $- 0 -0.30%
PRE $ 10.00 $- 0 0.00%

BOND MARKET - TRADING STATISTICS

BISX DESCRIPTION VOLUME PAR VALUE
SYMBOL

FBB13 FBB Series C 0 $1,000
Notes Due 2013

FBB15 FBB Series D 0 $1,000
Notes Due 2015

FBB17 FBB Series A 0 $1,000
Notes Due 2017

FBB22 FBB Series B 0 $1,000
Notes Due 2022

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

With Baha Mar projected to bring hundreds of thou-
sands more visitors to this nation’s shores in three-four
years’ time, there is “no better time” for Bahamians to con-
sider the advantages of becoming franchisees of known
brands as a path to business success, the organiser of the
Bahamas’ first ‘Franchise Summit’ believes.

A franchising workshop to educate Bahamians on oppor-
tunities to franchise their businesses abroad, and a trade
show hosting brands that may be interested in expanding
their franchise into the Bahamas, are set to take place in
Nassau next year.

The events are being organised by the National Associa-
tion of Black Hotel Owners, Operators & Developers
(NABHOOD), in conjunction with the International Fran-
chise Association (IFA), the Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce, the US Embassy in Nassau, Travel Professionals of
Colour (TPOC), the Nassau Airport Development Com-
pany (NAD), HVS Caribbean and the Bahamas Entrepre-
neurial Venture Fund.

Andy Ingraham, president of NABHOOD, urged
Bahamians to consider the advantages of franchising their
own businesses abroad and becoming franchisees of known
brands in the Bahamas.

“In the next few years the whole structure in Cable Beach
will change with the advent of Baha Mar, and there’s no bet-
ter time for Bahamians to figure out beyond employment
how they can benefit from Baha Mar and the fact that
tourism in the Bahamas welcomes five million people a
year,” said Mr Ingraham.

A free franchise workshop will take place at the Sheraton
Nassau Beach hotel on April 24, 2011, and shortly after-
wards, the “first annual” franchise show will bring a variety
of companies from throughout the world who are interest-
ed in expanding into the Bahamas.

Franchise
urged as
route for
success

SEE page 6B

            



about the Government’s pro-
posal to increase their busi-
ness license fee, with some
suggesting that not knowing
to what extent they will be
impacted was making it diffi-
cult to plan financially.

The new Business License
Act is set to come into force
on January 1, 2011, with com-
panies being given a three-
month window within which
to comply with its provisions -
which include re-registering
their company and paying the
adjusted license fee.

The overall intent of the

Act, according to the Gov-
ernment, is to simplify and
ease aspects of doing business
in this nation. 

Stephen Wrinkle, the BCA
president, said: “The case was
made to the Ministry of
Finance and they've taken it
under consideration, but to
date we’ve had no response. I
would've hoped we would
have heard by now, but you
know in this day and age I
think there are probably a
number of requests for con-
siderations they had and I just
don't know what their sched-
ule is.”

Under the new Business

License Act, which adjusts
how license fees are calculat-
ed for all businesses in what
the Government says is a
“simplification” of the previ-
ous process, business license
fees for contractors increase
from 0.5 per cent to 0.75 per
cent, with this to be calculated
based on gross turnover
rather than gross profit (with
certain costs deducted).

Pay
Zhivargo Laing, minister of

state for finance, has argued
that the change in the Busi-
ness License fee would be
“revenue neutral” for the
Government in the most part
- meaning that most compa-
nies would not pay signifi-
cantly more, and some may
pay less - but admitted that
there were a “small number
of companies”, primarily con-
tractors with large turnovers,
who would “clearly pay
more”.

Mr Wrinkle said the BCA
had asked that if the Govern-
ment was intent on increas-
ing their Business License fee
so significantly, it should con-

sider doing so in phases.
“What happens is that in

some cases contractors are
locked into contracts where
they won’t realise revenues
until the coming year, so we
asked for consideration of a
phased, incremental increase
as one way of cushioning that
blow,” Mr Wrinkle said.

“For example, where a
company may have recently
signed a letter of intent with
Baha Mar for the $45 million
roadwork project, if the
(license fee) increase is tacked
on to that that's several hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
more they will have to pay.
The contractors have not had
the right to include that in
their tender because (the new
Business License Act) has not
become law yet. It leaves con-
tractors in a particularly vul-
nerable area,” said Mr Wrin-
kle.

He said that if the fee is
applied “in one instance” then
contractors will “be at a sig-
nificant disadvantage, with-
out any recourse to recoup
that loss, and that’s funda-
mentally wrong”.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.26 0.97 AML Foods Limited 0.97 0.97 0.00 0.150 0.040 6.5 4.12%
10.75 9.67 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
6.18 4.50 Bank of Bahamas 4.90 4.90 0.00 0.598 0.260 8.2 5.31%
0.58 0.18 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
3.49 2.70 Bahamas Waste 2.70 2.70 0.00 0.168 0.090 16.1 3.33%
2.15 2.14 Fidelity Bank 2.17 2.17 0.00 0.016 0.040 135.6 1.84%
12.50 9.62 Cable Bahamas 10.46 10.46 0.00 1.050 0.310 10.0 2.96%
2.84 2.36 Colina Holdings 2.40 2.40 0.00 0.781 0.040 3.1 1.67%
7.00 5.40 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.95 6.95 0.00 0.422 0.260 16.5 3.74%
3.65 1.63 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.78 1.82 0.04 0.111 0.045 16.4 2.47%
2.55 1.60 Doctor's Hospital 1.60 1.60 0.00 0.199 0.110 8.0 6.88%
6.99 5.94 Famguard 6.07 6.07 0.00 -0.003 0.240 N/M 3.95%
10.20 7.23 Finco 7.23 7.23 0.00 0.287 0.520 25.2 7.19%
11.40 8.77 FirstCaribbean Bank 9.39 9.39 0.00 0.645 0.350 14.6 3.73%
5.51 3.75 Focol (S) 5.46 5.00 -0.46 200,000 0.366 0.210 13.7 4.20%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
7.40 5.00 ICD Utilities 7.40 7.40 0.00 0.012 0.240 616.7 3.24%
10.50 9.82 J. S. Johnson 9.82 9.82 0.00 0.971 0.640 10.1 6.52%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.991 0.800 10.1 8.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE:242-323-2330 | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

THURSDAY, 23 DECEMBER 2010
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,488.77 | CHG -8.16 | %CHG -0.55 | YTD -76.61 | YTD % -4.89

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: CLOSE 000.00 | YTD 00.00% | 2009 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets 5.01 6.01 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5122 1.4076 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5179 5.51% 6.90% 1.498004
2.9265 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9187 1.10% 3.13% 2.919946
1.5668 1.4954 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5697 4.15% 4.18% 1.551550
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.7108 -13.03% -4.96%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.2825 -0.63% -0.14%
114.3684 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 114.3684 9.98% 12.49% 109.392860
106.5528 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 106.5528 4.75% 7.18% 100.779540
1.1415 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1415 4.74% 5.21%
1.1101 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.1101 3.94% 7.60%
1.1428 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1428 4.78% 5.90%
9.7485 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.7950 4.85% 5.45%
11.2361 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 10.6417 -1.20% 0.50%
10.0000 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 9.6635 -3.37% -3.37%
8.1643 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 7.9442 2.94% 6.47%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

30-Nov-10

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

30-Nov-10

30-Nov-10

30-Nov-10

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

30-Nov-10

30-Sep-10

30-Sep-10
3-Dec-10
30-Nov-10

MARKET TERMS

30-Nov-10

NAV 6MTH
1.475244
2.911577
1.532712

107.570619
105.776543

30-Jun-10

30-Nov-10

30-Nov-10

30-Nov-10

127,&(�LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW� 6$//< &2//,16�RI�6.</,1(�
/$.(6�� 3�2�� %2;� &%������� 1$66$8�� %$+$0$6 LV
DSSO\LQJ� WR� WKH� 0LQLVWHU� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� 1DWLRQDOLW\� DQG�
&LWL]HQVKLS�� IRU�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ�DV�D�FLWL]HQ�RI�7KH�
%DKDPDV��DQG� WKDW�DQ\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�NQRZV�DQ\� UHDVRQ�ZK\�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�JUDQWHG��VKRXOG�VHQG�
D ZULWWHQ� DQG� VLJQHG� VWDWHPHQW� RI� WKH� IDFWV� ZLWKLQ� WZHQW\�
HLJKW� GD\V� IURP� WKH� ��VW� '$< RI� 'HFHPEHU�� ���� WR WKH
0LQLVWHU�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�QDWLRQDOLW\�DQG�&LWL]HQVKLS��3�2��%R[�
1�������1DVVDX��%DKDPDV�

$VVRFLDWH�$WWRUQH\���5HDO�(VWDWH

$SSOLFDQW� PXVW� KDYH� PLQLPXP� RI� �� \HDUV�

H[SHULHQFH�DQG�EH�VSHFLDOL]HG� LQ� WKH�DUHD�RI�

5HDO� (VWDWH� DQG� 'HYHORSPHQW�� GHPRQVWUDWH�

DQ�DELOLW\�WR�ZRUN�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�DQG�SRVVHVV�

WKRURXJK� ZRUNLQJ� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� WHFKQLFDO�

FRPSHWHQFH�LQ�WKH�DUHD�PHQWLRQHG�

&RPSHQVDWLRQS � FRPPHQVXUDWH�ZLWK�
TXDOLILFDWLRQV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�

5HSO\�LQ�FRQILGHQFH�WR��
DWWRUQH\YDFDQF\#JPDLO�FRP

127,&(
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%XVLQHVV�&RPSDQLHV�$FW

1R����RI�����

&+$5/721�75$',1*�/,0,7('

1RWLFH�LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�6HFWLRQ�
���� ���� RI� WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� %XVLQHVV� &RPSDQLHV�
$FW�� �1R���� RI� ������� &+$5/721� 75$',1*�
/,0,7('� KDV� EHHQ� GLVVROYHG� DQG� VWUXFN� RII� WKH�
5HJLVWHU� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� &HUWL¿FDWH� RI� 'LVVROXWLRQ�
LVVXHG� E\� WKH� 5HJLVWUDU� *HQHUDO� RQ� WKH� �UG� GD\� RI�
'HFHPEHU�������

+DPLOWRQ�0DQDJHPHQW�6HUYLFHV�/LPLWHG
)LPDQ�+RXVH��6W�*HRUJH¶V�3ODFH

6W�3HWHU�3RUW��*XHUQVH\
*<���%+
/LTXLGDWRU

2011 Q4 START DATE
TARGET FOR OIL DRILLER

2011 fourth quarter.
BPC PLC, in its December 2010 presentation to prospec-

tive investors and industry analysts, states that it “plans to
drill in Q4 2011”, having obtained a new set of seismic data
on the potential for Bahamian waters to be harbouring sub-
stantial oil deposits. 

The company, which also previously announced plans
for a secondary listing of its shares on the Bahamas Inter-
national Securities Exchange (BISX), also said in the pre-
sentation - a copy of which has been obtained by Tribune
Business - that “new seismic planned to mature a prospect
for Q4 2011”. That is another reference to its hopes for a
drilling start.

However, Earl Deveaux, minister of the environment,
told Tribune Business in a recent interview that the five
licences BPC PLC already held were leases for exploration
and testing purposes only, not drilling. Should the company
want to start drilling, it would have to apply for a totally new
set of permits.

“The licences that we issued are not licences for drilling;
they are leases, and they provide for them to do seismic work
and conduct investigations for oil,” Mr Deveaux explained.

“They would have to submit an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Management Plan
that would have to be approved, and they would be required
to get permission for drilling in Bahamian waters.

“There would also have to be agreement on the royalties
for the oil likely to be found.”

Mr Deveaux said the Government-imposed moratorium
on the consideration of any new oil exploration/drilling
licence applications, which was instituted in late August
2010, remains in place. This immediately placed the three
licences BPC had sought in a joint venture with
Statoil/Hydro, plus two others it wanted in its own name,
into cold storage.

The minister explained that the reasons for the morato-
rium also remained, namely the need to account for the
lessons learned in the Deepwater Horizon rig explosion/oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico, and the Government’s desire to
put in place “the most stringent regulatory regime”.

What is clear is that apart from the oil discovery prospects,
BPC has been attracted to the Bahamas by the relatively
high rates of return that can be enjoyed, due to the absence
of any income or corporate taxes.

According to its August 2010 investor presentation, com-
pared to the Gulf of Mexico, where any oil explorer/driller
will retain just over 30 per cent of the gross as net rev-
enues, in the Bahamas they would retain more than 50 per
cent due to the absence of taxes. While costs were roughly
the same, royalties paid in the Bahamas would also be less.

Indeed, the BPC presentation showed that the Bahamian
government would have the second lowest take of any pro-
ject's pre-tax net profit value (NPV), standing at just under
30 per cent compared to a global average of 67 per cent.

In the meantime, BPC is continuing to conduct seismic
testing and processing in the five areas where it was licensed
- the Bain, Cooper, Donaldson and Eneas fields on the Cay
Sal Bank, on the maritime border with Cuba, and the Mia-
mi field in the northern Bahamas near Bimini. Together,
those fields cover some 3,873,546 acres.

The three fields that BPC plans to explore in a joint ven-
ture with Statoil cover 2,328,700 acres, while the two licences
that the former hopes to obtain in its own name cover
1,534,600 acres. Altogether, almost four million acres are
involved in the licence applications now delayed by the
Government.

In its August investor presentation, BPC said that the
total acreage covered by the 10 licences was some 7,736,846
acres of seabed. "BPC will grow assets by expanding acreage
and engaging new farm-in partners by year-end 2010, which
will carry BPC through the early stages of exploration, dis-
covery and delineation," the company added.

FROM page 1B

Baha Mar settles $12.2m
Harrah’s legal demand

Latham & Watkins, produced the billing
records, and Ms Dershowitz noted: "He
offered a comparison of time spent by the
plaintiff and that spent by the defen-
dants. That the fees of the defendants
[Baha Mar] were in excess of $12.6 mil-
lion was not disputed; by contrast, the
fees and expenses for which the plaintiff
seeks reimbursement here are a bit over
$12.2 million."

Harrah's, the report to the New York
State Supreme Court found,, had to
spend "enormous amounts of time" in
responding to "plainly massive document
requests" and deposition requests made
by Baha Mar.

"And, indeed, the amount of fees gen-
erated by the defendants [Baha Mar]

clearly reflect that this litigation resulted
in a blitz of activity by the defendants,
which obviously required responsive
action," Ms Dershowitz said. "As a first
matter, it was clear that an enormous
amount of money was at stake in this
multi-billion dollar contract. And the
defendant's [Baha Mar] expert contend-
ed that there were damages of approxi-
mately $289 million."

Responding to Harrah's fee claims,
Baha Mar's attorneys alleged that the
legal billings were not specific enough
and failed to show why certain actions,
such as specific depositions, were neces-
sary. Baha Mar's representatives also
claimed that too many attorneys were
involved with the case, and that staffing
was too heavy - even though it was "clear
at times that [Baha Mar] had more
lawyers on the case".

However, Ms Dershowitz agreed with
the arguments of Harrah's attorneys,
who alleged that Baha Mar's counsel for
the fee hearing had not been involved
in the litigation, and thus "lacked knowl-
edge of what had gone on and how the
matter had proceeded".

Harrah's had sought $12.29 million,
broken down into $11.24 million for
attorneys' fees; $398,802 for charges; and
$651,782 for litigation service providers.
This, Ms Dershowitz said, reflected an
amount that the gaming giant's legal
advisers had reduced by $92,745.

However, she rejected the claim for
$116,492 in research costs incurred by
Lexis and Westlaw, deducting this from
the $12.29 million to find that Harrah's
had a claim to recover $12.173 million
in legal costs from Baha Mar.

FROM page 1B

Contractors still waiting on Business Licence woe
FROM page 1B

          



takes longer for the over-
whelming majority of
Bahamians to recover from
Christmas expenditure,
which is definitely bad for
Bahamians in retail.

“The recovery period has
increased by a month every
year for the past six years.
That’s what we see in terms
of historical trending with
respect to an individual’s
financial recovery taking an
additional month each year,
and that’s not going to bode
well for us. We see it in our
sales figures.”

Apart from paying down
Christmas shopping-related
debt, Bahamian consumers
also had to deal with bills
such as mortgages, utilities
and all manner of existing
consumer loans, causing Mr
Lowe to bemoan the gener-
al lack of budgeting among
his fellow countrymen.

“We’ve held steady to flat
to last year,” he added of
Kelly’s (Freeport’s) sales
performance, “but it does-
n’t bode well going into the
New Year with respect to
what’s going to happen in
the first six months of 2011.
It’s going to be pretty tough
for most people. Like it or
not, we don’t manage our
funds very well in relation
to what’s around the corner.

“That’s something we’ve
been watching for the last
six years. The recovery used
to take until January/Febru-
ary, but then it lengthened
to February/March, then

March/April, and by last
year it was well into June
before we saw an increase
in sales.

“Based on the recovery
getting stretched out further
and further, the banks will
be watching that very close-
ly.”

Tribune Business reported
on Christmas Eve how
Bahamian commercial
banks saw their hopes for a
third consecutive month of
bad loan declines dashed by
a 3 per cent November
increase, prompting one
senior executive to say that
the $1.169 billion delinquent
credit portfolio was becom-
ing “more hard core the
longer the recession lasts”.

Private
Expressing disappoint-

ment that November 2010,
during which total private
sector loan arrears increased
in value by $34.3 million, did
not match September and
October and create a three-
month trend of bad credit
declines, Paul McWeeney,
Bank of the Bahamas Inter-
national’s managing direc-
tor, warned that it would be
another 18-24 months
before the Bahamian com-
mercial banking industry
saw “substantial improve-
ment”.

November’s 3 per cent
bad loan increase took the
total arrears ratio, as a per-
centage of all loans to
Bahamian businesses and
households, to 18.6 per cent

- the latter increasing by 0.4
percentage points.

That means that $18.6 out
of every $100 loaned by
Bahamian commercial
banks is in arrears. And,
more critically, non-per-
forming loans - those 90
days and more past due, and
upon which the banks have
stopped accruing interest -
rose by $12.6 million or 2
per cent during November
to hit $648.4 million.

The latter figure is a sum
worth 10.2 per cent of all
outstanding loans to
Bahamian companies and
the private sector, meaning
that $10.2 out of every $100
in credit extended by the
private sector is non-per-
forming.

Consumer loan arrears
rose by $12.3 million or 4.6
per cent during November
2010 to hit $279.6 million,
out of a total $2.174 billion
in outstanding consumer

credit, with short-term
defaults up by $6.5 million
or 5.5 per cent, while credit
90 days past due was up by
$5.8 million or 3.9 per cent.

Commercial loan arrears,
which grew by $7.1 million
or 2.6 per cent, saw an
increase of $4.3 million or
5.2 per cent in the 31-90 days
past due category, and a rise
of $2.8 million or 1.5 per
cent in the non-performing
segment. 

The November arrears
growth was again led by the
mortgage sector, where bad
loans increased by a collec-
tive value of $14.9 million
or 2.5 per cent to hit a total
of $608.6 million. 

Non-performing mort-
gages, those 90 days or more
past due, increased by $4
million or 1.4 per cent, while
those between 31-90 days
past due increased by $10.9
million or 3.6 per cent.
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ery flotation; the initial 9 per cent government-owned tranche
in the Bahamas Telecommunications Company (BTC) valued
at roughly $37 million; and the Arawak Cay Port.

Explaining that these offerings would give Bahamian
investors - both institutional and retail - greater depth, diver-
sification and choice when they came to market, Mr Kerr told
Tribune Business: “I’m an eternal optimist. It’s not going to be
a stellar year of performance by historical standards, at least not
like 2007, when you have 20 per cent additional gains, but
there’s a lot of things going on locally that will restore and
underpin investor sentiment.”

Larry Gibson, vice-president of pensions for Colonial Group
(Bahamas), agreed with Mr Kerr that investor sentiment was
critical to Bahamian stock market recovery.

“What is lacking is confidence - the almost total absence of
confidence,” Mr Gibson told Tribune Business. “Even people
with money are not willing to do things, and it’s not going to
happen unless they’re confident. The professional money will
start to look around once they become comfortable.

“The big risk out there is, if you look at credit to businesses,
it’s terrible.” On mortgages, while loan values compared to
appraised values were still pretty good, the high level of defaults
in this area still did “not bode well”.

Pointing out that Bahamian investors largely behaved as if
they expected stock prices to go up all the time, meaning they
reacted even more negatively in a downturn, Mr Gibson said:
“I think it’s going to be sluggish again next year.

“Our economy lags, and may not have seen the bottom.
We’re in a state of resuscitation, and it’s not getting any better
per se. The deterioration has stopped, but the recovery has not
really kicked in yet.”

Earnings
Key is progress on the $2.6 billion Baha Mar project, which

is expected to eventually - through Bahamian contractors and
workers hired to work on the $400 million construction pack-
age set aside for locals - produce a ‘trickle down’ effect that may
also boost earnings for listed Bahamian public companies.

In addition, Mr Kerr said Baha Mar and other development
projects could also result in the “level of discretionary and
disposable income that allows people to invest increasing, both
at the retail and institutional level”.

The latest Central Bank of the Bahamas data showed that
collective equity market valuations on the Bahamas Interna-
tional Securities Exchange (BISX) were down by 5.28 per cent
for the year to November 30, 2010, a trend that contrasted
with the upward movement for most global stock market
indices, apart from France’s CAC 40 and Japan’s Nikkei 225.

While BISX was down on a “net net basis” by around 1.5 per
cent for 2010, Mr Kerr said investors “could expect” average
stock price appreciation of around 6-7 per cent for 2011, if all
factors likely to impact the Bahamian economy came through
in a positive manner.

“We need a sustainable recovery to cause people to think
about being in the market long-term. We’ve had two bad years,
and I believe this coming year will be much better, and the year
after that better again,” Mr Kerr said.

Acknowledging that the Bahamian economy was hugely
dependent on the US for its well-being, and that our northern
neighbour was still “not out of the woods”, Mr Kerr took
encouragement from the fact tourist numbers had passed the
five million mark in 2010.

“That’s a positive sign, meaning the destination is still attrac-
tive. If we continue at those levels, we should be OK,” Mr
Kerr told Tribune Business.

Stating that his four stock picks for 2011 were FINCO, Com-
monwealth Bank, Colina Holdings (Bahamas) and AML Foods,
he acknowledged the need to get more Bahamians participat-
ing in the equities market as investors.

“Institutional monies play a significant role, and more peo-
ple entering the market is important,” Mr Kerr said. “We need
broad-based retail participation. If it’s just for companies and
institutions, that signifies a lack of knowledge or understanding
of the process, or that people just don’t have the monies to
invest in equities.”

Pointing to the likely increase in capital market activity in the
New Year, Mr Kerr added: “Market depth and diversification
is very important. People have options. BTC would be more of
a pure telecoms play, as opposed to Cable Bahamas, Heineken
is a beverage, and the Arawak Cay port more of an infra-
structure opportunity, so we’re bringing real depth and diver-
sification to the market.

“I think we’re going to have a real degree of institutional
involvement, create liquidity, have long-term capital, and real
demand for those companies.” Yet, he acknowledged, their
prospects all depended on economic recovery and consumer
sentiment.

ANALYST FORECASTS 6-7 PER CENT
STOCK MARKET REVIVAL FOR 2011
FROM page 1B

FROM page 1B

Retailer fears 
lengthening

consumer recovery

        



DAVID K. RANDALL,
AP Business Writers
PALLAVI GOGOI,
AP Business Writers
NEW YORK 

Stocks were little changed
Monday as investors focused
on strong holiday shopping
results and looked past an
interest rate hike in China,
according to Associated Press.

Many traders stayed home
because of the snow, but the
absence of selling points to
growing confidence about the
U.S. economy. Data from
MasterCard Advisors' Spend-
ingPulse survey estimates that
U.S. retail sales between Nov.
5 and Dec. 24 rose 5.5 per-
cent from last year. Wall
Street is anticipating that
Tuesday's consumer confi-
dence index for December
will reflect this optimism.

Also expected on Tuesday
is the widely-watched
S&P/Case-Shiller house price
index for October, which may
not capture the exuberance
seen in other more recent
economic indicators.

The Dow Jones industrial
average ended the day down
18.46 points, or 0.2 percent,

to 11,555.03. The Standard
and Poor's 500 index gained
0.8, or less than 0.1 percent, to
1,257.54. The Nasdaq com-
posite index rose 1.7 points,
also less than 0.1 percent, to
2,667.27. Monday's trading
was particularly light after a
massive blizzard swept the
Northeast, disrupting com-
mutes for many people in
New York's financial indus-
try. Activity was already
expected to be slow in a week

sandwiched between the
Christmas and New Year's
holidays.

China's move over the
weekend was the second time
in three months that the coun-
try took steps to slow the pace
of its economic expansion.
Inflation jumped to its highest
levels in two years in Novem-
ber. Any slowdown in China
affects companies worldwide
and can drive a decline in
many stock markets. Bank of

America Corp. estimates that
emerging markets like China
account for 80 percent of the
world's economic growth.

In the U.S., financial stocks
were up. American Interna-
tional Group Inc. shares rose
9 percent to $59.38 after the
bailed-out insurer said it
obtained $3 billion in credit
facilities, marking another
step on its road to recovery.

Bank of America shares
closed up nearly 2 percent to
$13.27, while Citigroup Inc.
was up 2 percent to $4.77.

Consolidated volume of
stocks traded on the New
York Stock Exchange totaled
2 billion. Gaining stocks out-
paced losing stocks four to
three. The yield on the 10-
year Treasury note rose
slightly to 3.34 percent.

In a statement to Tribune
Business, organisers said the
workshop will “introduce
(participants) to the value
and economics of franchis-
ing”. It will include speak-
ers such as Jerry Crawford,
president of Jani-King Inter-
national, one of the ten
largest US franchise systems,
who is looking to expand his
franchise to the Bahamas; a
representative from the
International Franchise
Association; a Washington,
DC, franchise attorney who
can offer advice on expand-
ing Bahamian businesses
into the US; and Tyrone
Nabbie, owner of the Kafe
Kalik restaurant known for
its Lynden Pindling Inter-
national Airport locations,
which is also now being fran-

chised in the US.
The US Embassy in Nas-

sau will also have a repre-
sentative on hand to offer
relevant advice.

Mr Ingraham said: “Our
concept is to have local
Bahamians have a look at
franchising as a fast grow-
ing element to business, and
to have them understand
that your business risk goes
down when you have a fran-
chisor, who has a tried
method and track record of
success, as a partner.”

He said the ability to be
successful in this area may
often depend on Bahami-
ans’ willingness to partner
with other Bahamians, to
share the benefits of their
joint capital and experience. 

“Bahamians have not
been used to doing what we
call partnerships and joint
ventures. But if you can take

two or three or four guys
with different skill sets and
access to capita,l and at the
end of the day discover that
if we understand the entity
and develop and work in it
together, we are all success-
ful, then everyone wins,” Mr
Ingraham said.

“Bahamians in the past
have thought: ‘It has to be
all mine’, but a lot of our
workshops will talk specifi-
cally about how to create
that winning environment
(through partnerships),”
said Mr Ingraham.

As for Bahamian busi-
nesses that may be in a posi-
tion to successfully franchise
their operations abroad, Mr
Ingraham admitted that
“there may not be a whole
lot, but there are some
where there’s a concept that
may be expanded”.

Those wishing to attend
the workshop and/or fran-
chise show should visit
www..bahamasfranchis-
esummit.com or e-mail
Shirley Gleman at sgle-
man@gate.net.
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$50 million into the Bahami-
an economy, if the Govern-
ment were to relax the
requirements necessary for
them to access incentives for
such work under the Hotel
Encouragement Act.

As a consequence of the
survey’s results, the BHA
issued a call for government
to consider an amendment to
the Hotels Encouragement
Act to temporarily eliminate
the requirement that hoteliers
must invest in upgrades equiv-
alent to 25 per cent of the val-
ue of their property in order
to access duty incentives on
materials related to those
upgrades.

The survey was undertak-
en by "a strong sampling of
the nation's hotels, particu-
larly smaller properties", and
involved them answering
three questions with a view
to determining "the extent to
which hotel upgrades and
refurbishments could be stim-
ulated with a change in the
existing Hotels Encourage-
ment Act investment require-
ment”.

Eighty per cent of hotel
properties surveyed said they
had "put a hold on refurbish-
ments, capital improvements
or upgrades during the past
two years due to economic
conditions".

Mr Comito suggested the
stimulus from the proposed
amendment to the Act would
be felt especially in the Fam-
ily Islands, where many of the
properties surveyed were
located.

Hotel incentive
request under
‘serious review’

FROM page 1B

Franchise urged as
route for success

FROM page 1B

Stocks flat as Wall Street
shrugs off China rate move

(AP Photo)
CHINA ON THE MOVE: An investor walks past the stock price mon-
itor at a private securities company Monday Dec. 13, 2010 in Shang-
hai, China. 

          



BOB CHRISTIE,
Associated Press
PHOENIX 

Francisco and Pam Cruz
maneuvered around boxes of
new flooring and open cans of
paint as they surveyed the fore-
closed Phoenix house they
would soon call their own.

This house wasn't typical of
the thousands in foreclosure-
battered Arizona that banks
have auctioned for cheap —
often to investors who make
just enough repairs to satisfy a
potential renter.

The Cruzes will become first-
time homeowners, helped by
one of many nonprofit groups
that can snag foreclosures at a
discount — and sometimes for
free — before banks make
them available to speculators.

It's a glimmer of hope for
struggling neighborhoods that
are watching banks foreclose
on a record number of homes
this year.

In the Cruzes' case, Rebuild-
ing Together obtained the
home for free from JPMorgan
Chase & Co., the bank that
foreclosed on its previous own-
er. Honeywell International
Inc. provided the labor to ren-
ovate it and $25,000 cash for
the materials.

In a market hot with specu-
lators snapping up cheap fore-
closures, Rebuilding Togeth-
er's program is one of many
that give a leg up to nonprofits
and redevelopment agencies
trying to stabilize neighbor-
hoods dotted with vacant hous-
es.

Yet Jim O'Donnell, JPMor-
gan Chase & Co.'s community
revitalization program manag-
er, acknowledges that each
home being offered to a com-
munity group also has a story
about someone who lost it to
the bank.

"It's an unfortunate situation,
and that's why we really take
a conscious effort to work with
our partners to ensure that we
can have some good stories at
the end of this unfortunate
equation," O'Donnell said.
"Through these programs, we
put what I call this protective
umbrella over these affordable

homes so that first-come first-
served nonprofits can get access
to them to ensure they get
turned back into the hands of
the community."

Cruz and his wife watched
earlier this month as more than
70 red-shirted Honeywell Aero-
space employees swarmed
throughout the three-bedroom
house, putting the final touches
on new kitchen cabinets, paint-
ing baseboards and walls, and
cleaning up the landscaping.

"All the neighbors, they're
just so grateful, because the
house was looking so bad,"
Pam Cruz said. "This is a good
example of the banks working
with the mortgage companies
and so forth, helping the com-
munity revitalize the neighbor-
hood."

The disabled Vietnam veter-
an and his wife bought the
house after the renovation was
complete and got a completely
updated home for below mar-
ket value. The mortgage pay-
ment will be much less than the
$900 a month they were pay-
ing in rent.

Under an expanded agree-
ment announced in September

between the federal govern-
ment and banks that provide
about 75 percent of all U.S.
mortgages, as many as 100,000
more repossessed homes will
join those already being
pumped into the nonprofit and
redevelopment agency pipeline.

That deal started in 2008 as a
pilot program to provide fore-
closed homes to cities and non-
profits that could renovate
them for low- and moderate-
income families. About $7 bil-
lion in federal funds has been
allocated to the program.

But the discount program
will only handle a small per-
centage of the foreclosures
expected in the coming years.
Banks seized more than 980,000
homes nationwide through the
first 11 months of 2010 and will
likely take back a million more
next year, according to foreclo-
sure listing firm RealtyTrac Inc.

The home the Cruzes now
own is one of 1,200 Chase has
donated or sold at steep dis-
counts to nonprofits or com-
munity development agencies
in the past two years. There are
similar programs at other major

lenders, including Wells Fargo
& Co., which will donate close
to 200 homes this year and sell
hundreds more at a discount.

The Cruzes said they had
been contemplating buying a
house for months before a
friend who is a real estate agent
recommended the couple to
Rebuilding Together's Phoenix
chapter.

As first-time homebuyers,
the retired couple were the type
of people the group is looking
to help.

The nonprofits generally
have experience rehabbing
homes, and their efforts help
pull up home values. Groups
like Habitat for Humanity,
Rebuilding Together and com-
munity development organiza-
tions like Detroit Shoreway in
Cleveland and Jacob's Ladder
in Memphis participate.

The availability of foreclo-
sure homes has helped com-
munity-based housing groups
like Community HousingWorks
in San Diego expand from
developing affordable apart-
ment housing to helping buy-
ers get into their first homes.
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NOTICE is hereby given that

is applying to the Minister responsible for 
Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization as a 
citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who knows any 
reason why registration/naturalization should not be granted, 
should send a written and signed statement of the facts within 
twenty-eight days from the 28th day of December 2010 to the 
Minister responsible for nationality and Citizenship, P.O. Box 
N-7147, Nassau, Bahamas.

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that

is applying to the Minister responsible for 
Nationality and Citizenship, for registration/naturalization as a 
citizen of The Bahamas, and that any person who knows any 
reason why registration/naturalization should not be granted, 
should send a written and signed statement of the facts within 
twenty-eight days from the 28th day of December 2010 to the 
Minister responsible for nationality and Citizenship, P.O. Box 
N-7147, Nassau, Bahamas.

NOTICE

,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ

/H5R\�:DOVRQ�,,,
/LTXLGDWRU

Nonprofits getting
first shot at bank

foreclosures 
RENOVATION: In this photo taken Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2010, Francisco “Chico” Cruz, right, and his wife
Pam Cruz, second right, greet volunteers from the Honeywell Aerospace Human Resources Department
as they work on a month-long renovation of a donated home, in Phoenix. The foreclosed home was
donated by Chase Bank to Rebuilding Together, a nonprofit organization that renovates and repairs
homes for low-income, disabled, veteran and elderly homeowners at no cost to them. This home was
renovated and than sold to retired U.S. Army Chief Warrant Officer 2 Francisco “Chico” Cruz and his
wife with the proceeds from the sale staying with Rebuilding Together to be reinvested into on-
going programs.                                                                                                (AP Photo/Matt York)
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By JEFFARAH 
GIBSON 
Tribune Features Writer

THE efforts to
increase the
awareness and
the prevention
of HIV/AIDS
in the
Bahamas has

been ongoing.
And the American Red Cross is

doing its part to ensure that the
awareness of HIV/AIDS is kept
alive through the dissemination of
information and the implementa-
tion of community projects.

For that matter, the American
Red Cross is funding the Bahamas
Red Cross Society to reduce the
transmission as well as the social
stigma associated with the disease.

Through work with Jamaica, the
Bahamas, and Guyana Red Cross
societies under the Caribbean
HIV/AIDS Project (CHAP), the
American Red Cross aims to reach
nearly 22,000 people from high-
risk groups, such as men who have
sex with men (MSM), sex work-
ers, minors and high risk youth, as
well as the wider community. 

The first thing on the agenda for
the American Red Cross Society is
the peer educators initiative, one
that allows individuals between the
ages 16-30 to conduct outreach
activities in various communities.
The project is expected to begin
in January of next year. 

“We are targeting the most vul-
nerable communities like Bain and
Grants Town, Farm Road and
Centreville and St Cecelia,” said
Sally Moore health delegate of the
organisation.

Skills
The peer educators project is the

largest activity under (CHAP).
Individuals who are interested in
becoming part of the project will
learn skills in negotiation, prob-
lem solving assertiveness and learn
facts about HIV/AIDS. “The cri-
teria for peer educator is simple,
the person must be between the
age of 16-30. They must be a resi-
dent of Bain and Grants Town,
Farm Road and Centreville, or St
Cecelia. They must also be eager
to learn new information, espe-
cially about HIV AIDS. They must
be a good communicator outgo-
ing, confident and willing to com-
mit to the program for 18-months
of the project (in both time and
effort),” Ms Moore said.

Ms Moore said that the peer
educators project will provide the
opportunity for the HIV/AIDS
message to reach the wider com-
munity.

“When you talk to young people
the majority of them learn about
sex from their peers. If you train a
group of people with knowledge
and details these skills can be
passed on to friends and the mes-
sage can reach a broader spectrum
of the community,” she said.

Recruitment for peer educators
initiative is underway and the

organisation is seeking to attract
youth from Haitian and Bahamian
descent. As a peer educator, pro-
jects will all be initially offered by
Red Cross, first aid training fol-
lowed by training as a Red Cross
HIV peer educator is necessary.

A small stipend will be given to
the peer educators.

Another project called the Trust-
ed Adult Youth Communicators
will also launched during April
2011. This program is designed to
improve conversation between

adults and their children about
HIV and sexual reproductive
health. “It’s about teaching adults
that talking to their kids about sex
is not going to make them go out
and do it. It also teaches young
people to talk to their parents
about sex as well. And when par-
ents and young people have this
conversation they will find that
they are able to talk about other
things,” she said.

All year long the organisation
will be engaging in activities to

increase the awareness of the dis-
ease. Ms Moore said that volun-
teers of both projects will be given
small training in theater based
techniques to foster an apprecia-
tion for Bahamian entertainment.
They will also develop skits and
stories to be performed during
community events.

Ms Moore said so far the
Bahamas has been doing good job
at the keeping the awareness alive.

“I think the Bahamas has being
doing a good job at addressing

HIV as a health issue rather than a
social issue. The Government has
done good job of putting strate-
gies in place to deal with the issue.
However we have to keep the mes-
sage going because we are still see-
ing high rates among young peo-
ple. We have to give them skills
to make the right decision that will
put them in safer situations,” Ms
Moore told Tribune Health.

Persons interested any of the
projects can contact the American
Red Cross directly at 322-9451.
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features
Reporter

THE HOLIDAY cheer is
still in the air as the
Bahamas Chapter of Pro-
fessional Coders (BCPC)
recently donated a port to
the Sister Sister breast can-
cer support group.

Coders are the persons
who transform medical diag-
noses  and procedures into a
universal numeric text for
clarity, privacy and confi-
dentiality, in terms of  billing
and insurance purposes.  

Adding additional infor-
mation on the port, in a
statement, the Mednet
Group said: “ The
Implantable ports, some-
times called portacaths or
subcutaneous ports are often
used to give chemotherapy
treatment and other medi-
cines to both adults and chil-
dren with cancer.” 

“ The port allows medi-
cines to be given into the
vein or blood to be taken
from the vein or samples of
the blood to be taken for
testing. The port also makes
it possible for cancer
patients to have treatment

without the need to fre-
quently put needles into
veins in their arms.”

The cost of an implantable
port for cancer treatment
ranges from  $470 to $600.
According to Sandra Fergu-
son Rolle, Vice President of
Sister Sister, the donation
means a lot and it is going to
make somebody happy.  

“ When you hear that they
are unable to afford a port
and  then you hear in the
next couple of months that
they have passed on, you
know, it’s not a good feel-
ing. Most of the time, these
women are the bread win-
ners of the family, so when
they are stricken the whole
family is shaken. That’s why
we try to help,” said the Sis-
ter Sister vice-president,
who also noted that the Sis-
ter Sister motto is “Women
helping Women”. 

She also revealed that just
last month alone, Sister Sis-
ter’s fundraising efforts
enabled the organisation to
purchase five ports from the
Cancer Society of The
Bahamas and give them to
Breast Cancer patients.

Marsha Sands, President
of the Bahamas Chapter of

Professional Coders
explained that over a year
ago, BCPC adopted the Sis-
ter Sister Group with the
intention of donating a port. 

Short
“ Last year we fell short

on the monies that we col-
lected, so this year we
thought that we would pur-
sue it again. Based on per-
sonal dues and monies that
we collected, we finally
came up with the monies
that we needed so we could

purchase a port and donate
it to shall we say, a Fellow
Sister,” she said. 

This donation had added
meaning for the BCPC Pres-
ident. “I’m a seven-month
cancer survivor and I was
diagnosed with cancer in
February, and I know and I
understand that the port is
very important to the treat-
ment of the cancer as it
relates to the administration
of chemotherapy,” she
added. 

“ In speaking with other
females who had been diag-
nosed with cancer as well, I

found that because they had
no insurance like I did,  they
were not able to afford a
port and this was a set back
for these females. So even
though we decided a few
years ago that we would get
together and donate a port,
it just resonates with me so
much more, now after being
diagnosed  with the condi-
tion.”

A Sister Sister member,
Shantell Cox-Hutchinson, a
five-year and stage-four can-
cer survivor, emphasised
that because the demand for
the ports is so great, the port

would be assigned and
donated over that very
weekend.  

“ I’ve seen in the last five
years, how many women can
get treatment because we
buy the port. We raise funds
from charity and public
kindness, so this donation
by The Bahamas Chapter of
Professional Coders is one
step closer to not having to
find the funds to buy a port,
and because of this, some
lucky woman is going to
receive this port within the
next several days,” she said. 

Coders give hope
to cancer patients

AIDSawareness

THE JOY OF GIVING-Members of the Sister Sister Breast Cancer Support Group received a port donated by the Bahamas Professional
Chapter of Coders for a fellow breast cancer sister who cannot afford the port needed for treatment. PICTURED FROM L TO R: Mrs. San-
dra Rolle-Ferguson, Vice President of Sister Sister, Breast Cancer Support group, Mrs. Marsha Sands, President of The Bahamas Profes-
sional Chapter of Professional Coders (BCPC) and Mrs. Shantell Cox-Hutchinson, member of Sister Sister, Breast Cancer Support group.

boosting

PROJECT LAUNCH: Delegates from Bahamas, Jamaica, Guyana, Haiti, American Red Cross, the Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross Red Crescent at the project launch.

“We are targeting the
most vulnerable com-

munities like Bain and
Grants Town, Farm Road
and Centreville and St
Cecelia.” – Sally Moore
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Now is the time for a renewed
focus on personal health and
wellness. If you have been
putting the health of your fam-

ily first, take some time to educate yourself
and make your own health a priority, as
well. 

If you are a menopausal woman, you
may be experiencing physical changes that
you may not be sure are common or relat-
ed to menopause. For some women,
menopause is an easy transition into the
next phase of their lives. However, for
women experiencing moderate to severe
symptoms, menopause can affect day-to-
day activities. During menopause, declines
in estrogen can result in a variety of symp-

toms, which may include hot flashes, night
sweats, vulvar and vaginal atrophy (when
the vaginal walls become thinner and less
lubricated) and sleep disturbances leading
to fatigue and irritability. Additionally,
vaginal changes that may result from
menopause - such as vaginal dryness, itch-
ing, and burning in and around the vagina
- may make sexual intercourse difficult or
painful for some women. While not uncom-
mon, some women may not be comfort-
able talking about these vaginal or sexual
symptoms that may be associated with
menopause. 

In fact, in a survey of 1,006 post-
menopausal women called REVEAL
(REvealing Vaginal Effects At mid-Life),
25 per cent of the women surveyed report-
ed experiencing dyspareunia, or painful

sexual intercourse, at least sometimes, yet
only 44 per cent of these women had initi-
ated a conversation with their health care
professional about this condition. In a relat-
ed survey of 602 health care professionals,
95 per cent somewhat or strongly agreed
that they considered treating a woman's
vulvar and vaginal health important to her
overall sexual physical health, and 87 per
cent reported that detailed discussion with
a patient regarding her reported symptoms
was very important in guiding their diag-
nosis of dyspareunia. 

"Menopausal women should not be
embarrassed or afraid to discuss their vagi-
nal and sexual health with their health care
professional," says Karen Giblin, president
of the Red Hot Mamas, the nation's largest
menopause education and support pro-

gram. "If you are experiencing menopausal
symptoms, such as uncomfortable vaginal
pain either during routine daily activities or
pain with intercourse, don't ignore these
symptoms. Talk with your clinician - a doc-
tor, nurse practitioner, physician's assis-
tant or nurse - about management options
to determine what you can do and find out
what treatment approach that is best for
you." 

Make it your resolution to speak with
your health care professional about your
menopausal health. Menopausal symptoms,
such as painful intercourse, are not some-
thing you have to live with. To learn more
about your vaginal and sexual health and to
obtain tips on speaking with your health
care professional, visit www.REVEAL-
Survey.com.

You should resolve to make 
your menopausal health a priority

Not a Gardener?

Not a gardener but you want to grow some
tomatoes you can call your own? Dig a hole or
few in your yard. Fertilise and plant. Use a
hybrid variety and water occasionally. That’s
all it takes. The fertiliser? Do not buy a $30
bag. I use Scotts All Purpose Flower & Veg-
etable Continuous`Release Plant Food and
with a name that long it has to be good. A 3-lb
bag costs $4.51 in Abaco. Other manufacturers
have a similar product. Check out the price of
fertiliser in both hardware stores and nurs-
eries. There is often an appreciable difference.

`
Milk Crates

Plastic milk crates were made for gardeners.
You can put your tools in them and carry them
around easily. When tomato plants get out of
hand, you can turn the crates upside down
and support bunches of fruits off the ground.
You can also sit on them when you weed and
get your buns turned into waffles.

Plastic Containers

Lots of produce such as fresh fruit salads come
in clear plastic containers that are wonderful
for starting difficult seeds such as thyme and
chives. Fill one half with soil and scatter your
seeds. Dampen the soil and close the lid. Wait
until you see green and then transplant.

Tool Container

Fill a cheap plastic bucket with dry builders
sand and use it to store your trowels and oth-
er small digging implements. Just stick the
blade into the sand and it will be cleaned as
you store it in a handy position.

Broomsticks

The handles of old brooms and mops make
serviceable supports for tomatoes and other
plants. Cut off the action end with a machete
and sharpen the broomstick as you do so. Soak
the cut end (about 12 inches) in a solution of
copper sulphate for a few hours or coat with a
water seal. Hammer the sticks into the ground
next to your tomatoes and tie them up for
easy fruit retrieval.

Snail Motel

Prefer not to use snail bait in case you poison
pets or birds? Place a piece of plywood on
four rocks so it is supported about two inches
off the ground. Do this near the edge of your
garden where there is plenty of snail activity.
Leave your motel for a week and then remove
the plywood. You will find plenty of snails.
How you dispose of them is up to you. A ham-
mer works and is organic.

Roses Love Parsley

Plant parsley around the base of your rose
bushes as the two plants are mutually benefi-
cial. If you plant parsley from seed, do not
forget to soak them in several changes of water
over a day or two before planting. Some plants
do not do well together. Bad pairings are: a)
strawberries and cabbage; b) tomato and corn;
c) beans and beets; d) beans and onions; e)
onions and peas; f) sage and cucumbers.

Coffee Filters

Have you ever filled a pot with potting soil,
watered it and watched the soil wash out
through the drainage holes? It is better to fill
your pot with soil that is already damp. Better
yet, cover the drainage holes with one or more
coffee filters. These provide excellent drainage
and retain your soil. Also, when you add cof-
fee grounds to your compost, tear up the filter
and add that too.

Save Seed
If your seed package does not say that the
plants you are growing are hybrid then you
will be able to save the seeds to use for next
season. I like to use kitchen towels for tomato
seeds. Squeeze the seeds out and spread them
with your finger. Allow two or three days for
the seeds to dry then wrap them up and label
them. Seeds should be kept in a cool and dry
place. The only cool dry place in The Bahamas
is your refrigerator.

gardenerjack@coralwave.com

Not a gardener? 
GARDENER JACK

FLORIDADE: A simple broomstick can support a tomato vine, especially Roma  tomatoes. This is
Floridade.

FANTASTIC PLASTIC: Plastic containers are not usually re-usable, but they can be for gardeners.

GARDENING TIPS

           


	12282010_A01_Main_tri
	12282010_A02_Main_tri
	12282010_A03_Main_tri
	12282010_A04_Main_tri
	12282010_A05_Main_tri
	12282010_A06_Main_tri
	12282010_A07_Main_tri
	12282010_A08_Main_tri
	12282010_A09_Main_tri
	12282010_A10_Main_tri
	12282010_A11_Main_tri
	12282010_A13_Main_tri
	12282010_A14_Main_tri
	12282010_A15_Main_tri
	12282010_B01_Business_tri
	12282010_B03_Business_tri
	12282010_B04_Business_tri
	12282010_B05_Business_tri
	12282010_B06_Business_tri
	12282010_B07_Business_tri
	12282010_C08_Woman_tri
	12282010_C09_Woman_tri

