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By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

AS THE Boundaries
Commission continues to
meet ahead of the 2012 gen-
eral election, there are
claims it is contemplating
introducing a 42nd con-
stituency and reshuffling
others.

This 42nd seat is expected
to be created by removing
Bimini and the Berry Islands
from their current seats, and
amalgamating them into one
constituency unto them-
selves. 

Both of these current
seats are represented by
PLP MPs Obie Wilchcombe
and Vincent Peet respec-
tively.

In the last general elec-
tion, West End and Bimini
had 3,517 registered voters,
and 2,551 voters in the
North Andros and the Berry
Islands seat.

According to what infor-
mation could be gleaned
from the Parliamentary
Registry yesterday, it
appears there are 1,084 reg-
istered voters on the island
of Bimini and 375 in the

Berry Islands.
If and when these two

islands are combined, it will
create one of the smallest
constituencies to date, sec-
ond only to MICAL which
had just 1,283 registered vot-
ers in 2007. 

Besides from the creation
of a possible 42nd seat, oth-
er changes being discussed
by the body include a drastic
shift in the Killarney, Mt
Moriah, Clifton, and Golden
Isles seats.

According to well-placed
sources close to the discus-
sions, in Killarney it is
rumoured that Oakes Field
and Rock Crusher may be
removed as they are report-
ed to be strong PLP areas,
and be transferred off to the
Fort Charlotte constituen-
cy.

Additionally, it is reported
that White Grove will be
moved into the Mt Moriah
constituency in an attempt
to strengthen the FNM’s
somewhat “weakened” posi-
tion there. 

In Clifton, the FNM’s
Kendal Wright may be cut

n 42nd seat ‘set to be created’
n Drastic changes discussed
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PM EXPECTS 
CHINESE TO BE
‘RESPONSIVE’
ON BAHA MAR

By TANEKA THOMPSON,
IN CHINA
Tribune Staff Reporter 
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

PRIME Minister Hubert
Ingraham expects officials
from the China State Con-

struction and China Import
Export Bank to be very
responsive to his governmen-
t's “concerns” over the $2.6
billion proposed Baha Mar
development during a very
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CAR CRASHES INTO LAKE KILLARNEY

CRASH SCENE: A man was injured yesterday after his car flipped over on Coral Harbour Road and ended up in Lake Killarney. Emergency ser-
vices arrived on the scene and took the man to hospital – there was no news on his condition up until presstime.

FELIPE MAJOR/TRIBUNE STAFF

ALTHOUGH win-
ning his seat by the
largest margin out of
any candidate in the
2007 general election,
Picewell Forbes, the
PLP’s Member of Par-
liament for South
Andros, is reportedly
beginning to lose con-
siderable ground in his
constituency.

As a first time MP for the area, Mr
Forbes’s financial woes have been

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

LAYWERS criticised for serious
misconduct in a 2003 Supreme Court
ruling appear to have escaped disci-
plinary action from the Bar Associa-
tion, as transcripts from the trial have
not yet been received.

Senior Justice John Lyons accused
lawyer Derrence Rolle and James
Thompson of serious misconduct and
wasting court time as they represented

A DAMAGED power cable and gen-
erator which left the maximum security
wing of Her Majesty’s Prison in dark-
ness for 17 hours did not compromise
security, Prison Superintendent Dr
Elliston Rahming insisted last night.

Dr Rahming said a cable feeding
power to the prison was struck by light-
ning on Monday night, followed by a
generator that provided power until
about 1am on Tuesday then breaking
down. 

A new generator was installed and
was up and running by 5pm yester-
day.

Asked if there was any threat to
prison security during the blackout, Dr
Rahming said: “Absolutely not.”

POWER CUT HITS PRISON 
MAXIMUM SECURITY WING

NO ACTION AGAINST LAWYERS
ACCUSED OF MISCONDUCT

PICEWELL FORBES ‘LOSING
GROUND IN CONSTITUENCY’

SEE page nine SEE page nine

PICEWELL
FORBES

                  



By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

GO V E R N -
MENT minis-
ters were
encouraged to

adopt legislation to outlaw
shark fishing at a breakfast
briefing on shark conservation
hosted by the Bahamas Nation-
al Trust (BNT) yesterday morn-
ing.

Experts from the interna-
tional non-profit organisation
the Pew Environmental Group
told Cabinet ministers how such
legislation would not only
ensure the health of the coral
reefs and sustain vital fisheries,
it would also continue to sup-
port the lucrative shark tourism
industry as local populations
are unmatched elsewhere in the
Caribbean.

Director of global shark con-
servation for the Pew Environ-
mental Group Matt Rand
explained how shark popula-
tions are declining worldwide
as 73 million a year are fished
for their fins to be used in the
Chinese delicacy shark fin soup.

“Because of this luxury item

these creatures are being wiped
off the planet,” Mr Rand said.

“The oceans have evolved
for more than 400 million years
with sharks and they never had
predators.

“Suddenly the hunters have
become the hunted, and we are
taking that top predator out of
the ecosystem and by doing
that we are disrupting the

whole marine balance. “For a
country that depends on fish-
ing, disrupting the marine bal-
ance could have severe conse-
quences,” he said.

Sharks thrive in Bahamian
waters by virtue of a long-line
fishing ban imposed 20 years
ago to prevent them from
becoming by-catch – fish caught
unintentionally. 

Around 40 species of sharks
are estimated to live in Bahami-
an waters.

Because of the healthy pop-
ulation the Bahamas has
become known as “shark diving
capital of the world” and
attracts visitors to the tune of
$78 million a year.

It has also supported 60 sci-
entific research publications
over the last 20 years, and
allowed for a healthy marine
environment.

Mr Rand said: “There are
few locations where you can get
in the water and see sharks, and
you have defacto protection
now, but not legislative protec-
tion. 

“We think this would be a
great opportunity, not only for
the sharks, but also for the
Bahamas.”

The Pew Environment
Group has worked with gov-
ernments around the world and
was successful in Palau and the
Maldives which have become
sanctuaries for sharks.

Although sharks have never
been targetted by the fishing
industry in the Bahamas, the
threat of international demand
for shark fins was raised when
sea cucumber export company
Sunco Wholesale Seafood Ltd
CEO James Mackey told The
Tribune he would explore the
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FOUR men were shot and
injured, some seriously, in a gun
attack in the Market Street area
on Monday night.

Two of the men were yester-
day listed in critical condition in
hospital, the other two were
said to be stable.

Police are questioning a 23-
year-old Wright’s Lane man in
connection with the shooting.

Officers were called to the
scene of the shooting at Bimini
Avenue off Market Street at
around 8pm.

According to eyewitnesses
and initial reports, the four vic-
tims were in a yard at Bimini
Avenue when they were
approached by a group of men
allegedly armed with handguns.  

It is reported that gunshots
were discharged in the direc-
tion of the group of men, which
resulted in all of them sustain-
ing gunshot injuries.

Police investigations are con-
tinuing.

Four injured
in gun attack OOuuttllaaww sshhaarrkk ffiisshhiinngg,,

MMiinniisstteerrss
aarree uurrggeedd

FISHING FRENZY: Around
5,000 blue sharks were fished
for their fins on a single day in
Kesennuma, Japan. 

PHOTO: Shawn Heinrichs for
the Pew Environment Group.

BEAUTY OF THE DEEP: Pew Environment Group director of global shark
conservation Matt Rand dives with a reef shark in the Bahamas. 
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Photo by Shawn Heinrichs for the Pew Environment Group
SENSITIVE: Salmon sharks are one of the most biologically sensitive species
of shark. These were fished for their fins in Kesennuma, Japan. 

possibility of shark finning from
his operation in Mastic Point,
North Andros for export to
Hong Kong.

Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries Larry Cartwright reas-
sured interested parties attend-
ing the event at the British
Colonial Hilton yesterday that
“the current policy of the gov-
ernment is to not allow for the
export of shark fins, etcetera.”

However he did not indicate
whether he would implement
legislation to protect sharks as
he commented on their multi-
faceted importance for the
marine ecosystem, tourism and
scientific research.

“In this vein I applaud the
efforts now being made by the
BNT and others to protect
sharks in the exclusive zone of
the Bahamas,” Mr Cartwright
said.

As apex predators, sharks
feed on large fish, which in turn
feed on herbivorous fish that
control levels of algae on the
reef. Removing them from the
equation could have an
unprecedented impact on large
fish, herbivorous fish and algae

levels. BNT president Neil
McKinney said: “In this country
it’s not just sharks, but the
entire marine ecosystem that
we need to try to protect,
because if we break the web,
or a link in the chain, there is a
cascading effect.

“The loss of sharks would
directly impact our coral reefs.
We have to protect what we
have. We cannot be a bread
basket for the rest of the world
and we have to be very careful
so that it is here for generations
after us.

“That is why there is a need
for legislative protection,
because policy can be changed
much more easily than legisla-
tion.” 

BNT executive director Eric
Carey added: “A lot of times
we advocate for issues when
species are almost beyond
recovery. We have a good
opportunity now to do some-
thing for sharks while they are
still healthy in the Bahamas.”

To find out more and sup-
port the campaign log on to
www.bnt.bs or www.pew-
sharks.org.

          



By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

BEIJING, China - Prime
Minister Hubert Ingraham
played coy about his polit-
ical future, telling reporters
his actions speak louder
than his words. 

“I told you all before, my
actions speak louder than
my words,” he said, before
laughing,  when asked
about his pledge to tell the
Bahamian people before
the end of the year if he
will seek re-election as
prime minister. 

When The Tribune com-
mented that his actions
implied he would stay on
as leader of the FNM with
the hope of serving anoth-
er term in office,  he
replied: “The idea is for
you to deduce what you
wish.”

Confident
When asked to measure

his political strength at the
moment, he said he is still
confident his party has the
support of the Bahamian
electorate. 

“When we have an
opportunity to go to the
people of the Bahamas, I
believe that the public of
the Bahamas will respond
to us in a positive way.

“Elections are about
choices, people choose in
the next election whether
they want (opposit ion
leader) Perry Christie to
be prime minister  or
Hubert  Ingraham.
Whether they want the
FNM to be the govern-
ment or the PLP, it's very
simple, straightforward,”
he said, adding that these
statements did not mean
he planned to offer him-
self  for  re-elect ion as
prime minister in 2012. 

There have been recent
heated exchanges between
Mr Ingraham and members
of the opposition in Parlia-
ment. When asked why, Mr
Ingraham said perhaps he
has been more emotional

because “maybe the provo-
cation is greater”. 

“The opposit ion has
become more aggressive in
the House and we've been
responsive to it. 

“We are willing to take it
as easy as they wish or as
hard as they wish,” he said.

FNM MP for Bamboo
Town Branville McCartney
recently told The Tribune
that his party has bad pub-
lic relations and would
have a tough fight in 2012.

Lead
When asked to respond,

the prime minister said, “I
don't discuss my members,
he's still a member of the
party and so I  do not
respond to members of my
party.  When I have to
respond to members of my
party, I do other things. I
lead the FNM”.

As for whether the next
election will be a tough one

for the FNM, that is for the
public to decide,  the
nation's chief said. 

“The public will have to
determine that. 

“We think we've done a
good job but the public will
decide whether we should
get another shot. 

“I am hopeful and the
public gives me every rea-
son to believe that they
think that when they have
to make a choice between
us and them, that they are
likely to choose us over
them,” he said. 

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

BEIJING, China - The
Bahamas’ economy is in much
better shape today than it was
a year ago, although there is
still a long way to go before
the country  sees a full recov-
ery after the economic down-
turn in 2008, said Prime Min-
ister Hubert Ingraham.

“Things are not as bad today
as they were a year ago, fewer
people have their electricity off
today than had it off a year
ago, some 6,000 more people
are connected to electricity
than the last time I got num-
bers as compared to last year
the same time. The govern-
ment revenue is better for the
first three months of the year
this year than it was last year,”
he said. 

“Economic activity is begin-
ning to show some prospects,
it's not been as bad as it was,
but it's going to take quite a
while. Tourism is doing better,
fishermen are getting higher
prices for their fish than they
did last year, there's a reason-
able amount of construction
activity going on – not as much
as we'd like. So yes, we are see-
ing some signs (of a recovery).” 

Mr Ingraham’s comments
were made to reporters on the
sidelines of a welcome recep-
tion held to mark his second
official visit to China. 

He is in the country at the
invitation of the Chinese gov-
ernment to discuss issues with

several local companies and
the government of the People's
Republic of China. 

Mr Ingraham told The Tri-
bune he would also like to see
the Bahamas’ tourism market
snag a larger share of visitors
from China. 

“The Chinese will tell you
that 48 million Chinese travel
outside of China annually,
many of them go to the United
States, New York, Disney
(theme parks) etc. And so the
extent to which the Bahamas
can attract some of them
would certainly be in our inter-
ests,” he said, adding that Chi-
nese tourists need visas to
enter the Bahamas. 

“There's been a small num-
ber, but more and more per-
sons are entering the middle
class in China and are able to
afford to travel and so there is
opportunity for increased visi-
tors from China in places like
the Bahamas,” he said.

Mr Ingraham and his dele-
gation, which includes Nation-
al Security Minister Tommy
Turnquest, Labour Minister
Dion Foulkes, Speaker of the
House of Assembly Alvin
Smith, Chairman of the Air-
port Authority Frank Watson,
are scheduled to visit Shang-
hai later this week. Before
returning home, Mr Ingraham
plans to stop in Barbados for
the funeral of that country's
late Prime Minister David
Thompson. 

PM: my actions
speak louder
than words

THE cases of two of the
final four Bahamian straw
vendors in custody in New
York have gone before the
courts,  the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs reported.

In a statement issued
yesterday, the ministry
advised that the cases of
Gale Rol le  and Marva
Ferguson began on Mon-
day. 

A trial date of Novem-
ber 4 was set after both
women entered ‘not guilty’
pleas.  They are the first
of the vendors to do so.

Five of the vendors have
already pleaded guilty and
were sentenced to time
served, placed on proba-
tion and released.

The nine Bahamians
were arrested on charges
of conspiracy to defraud
the United States on Sep-
tember 18.

The ministry said: “Ms
Rolle and Ms Ferguson
have been released on
their own recognisance
pending trai l ,  and are
residing at accommoda-
tions arranged by the Con-
sul General and approved

by the court.
“The Consul General

will continue to monitor
their cases, as well as the
cases  of  the f inal  two
remaining Bahamian
nationals.”
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Two straw vendors to
stand trial in New York
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IN CHINA

Hubert Ingraham coy on his political future

Bahamas economy ‘in much
better shape than last year’

RIBBON CUTTING: Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham prepares to cut
the ceremonial ribbon marking the official opening of The Bahamas
Maritime Authority (BMA) Office in Hong Kong, China on Monday.

PRIME MINISTER Hubert Ingraham visited the Bahamas' Honorary
Consulate office in Hong Kong, China on Monday. Pictured at the Con-
sulate from left are: Sherry Rodgers-Brookes, PA/Corporate Affairs
Manager, Freeport Harbour Company Limited; John Meredith, Hon-
orary Consul for Tthe Bahamas to Hong Kong and Executive Director
of Hutchison Port Group; Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham and Gary
Glibert, CEO of the Freeport Container Port, Freeport Harbour Com-
pany Limited and the Grand Bahama International Airport.

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@
tribunemedia.net 

BEIJING, China –
Meeting with Hutchison
Whampoa officials in
Hong Kong on Monday,
Prime Minister Hubert
Ingraham expressed satis-
faction with the rising
occupancy rates reported
by the corporation, but
said this does not consti-
tute a complete turn-
around for its troubled
Grand Bahama resort
property.

The prime minister also
hinted at upcoming issues
with some of Hutchison’s
unionised workers.

Mr Ingraham met with
the officials during a brief
stopover in Hong Kong
before departing for Bei-
jing.

While not revealing
details of that meeting, Mr
Ingraham said occupancy
levels for one of the
group's hotels, the Our
Lucaya Beach and Golf
Resort, appear better than
in recent times. 

“We discussed Our
Lucaya extensively and
those discussions will
continue,” said Mr Ingra-
ham. 

“They are probably
doing a little better now…
because the cruise ship
that comes in has some
business so their occupan-
cy levels are higher now. 

“If their room revenues
are better, I don't know,
but their occupancies are
better than they were.” 

“We are very pleased
that Hutchison continues
to stay with the property,
continues to keep all the
people employed, and it is
our hope that they will
have a harmonious rela-
tionship with the union
because there are con-
cerns about some of the
issues that are coming up
and so I will also be hav-
ing some discussions with
the hotel union about the
property,” he said.

Meetings are also sched-
uled with persons who
have “expressed some
interest in things,” said Mr
Ingraham who refrained
from calling these persons
prospective investors in
the Bahamas. 

Prime Minister
meets with Hutchison 

Whampoa officials

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

Please allow me space in
your daily to express sincere
gratitude to two young men
who showed that there is still
good in the world.

Monday, October 18, 2010,
I had occasion to use one of
our capital’s busy thorough-
fares at the “after work” peri-
od when I had a tyre
“blowout”. Because of this I
had to manoeuvre the car
onto the grassy verge.

We were able to dislodge
the spare tyre and began the
process of removing the dis-
abled one from the car. This
would be no easy task and it
would be dark before we
would complete the task. Just
then we heard a vehicle pull
up behind us and a voice said,
“Can we help you?” Two
young men jumped out and
told us to take up the sheet I
was about to kneel on and to
put our jack back in the car.

One of them went back to
the truck and brought out a

good sized box. In it was one
of those pneumatic jacks.
They told us to step aside and
within five minuets the car
was raised the tyre removed
and the spare one was
installed.

We were profuse in our
gratitude to them and to the
Almighty God who sent them
at the right time to help us.
They were like two angels on
a mission. They might not
have seen themselves in that
light but to us they were our
helpers.

My family and I take this
opportunity to publicly thank
Mr. Dwight Griffin of Baha
Mar Company and Mr. Der-
ran Munnings of New Provi-
dence Development Compa-
ny, who saw fit to help with-
out asking for any reward.
One of then said to us, “Miss,
there are still some good peo-

ple in the world.” They then
related how, they had already
passed us on their way. They
said they looked at each oth-
er and decided that they had
better go back an help those
people. We are so grateful
you turned back. You could
have continued on your jour-
ney without giving it a second
thought.

Thank you, Mr. Griffin and
Mr. Munnings for what you
did and thank you to all of
those persons who influenced
your development to this
point in your lives. They must
have done an excellent job.

Letters of commendation
are being forwarded to your
respective places of employ-
ment. You may encounter
some “friendly teasing” as a
result of this letter, but con-
tinue to be “lights” in our
Bahamaland. You will always
be in our prayers. You will
never be forgotten

F.A.E DILLET
Nassau,
October 19, 2010.
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GOVERNMENT Ministers attending a
Bahamas National Trust breakfast briefing
yesterday on shark conservation were urged
to introduce early legislation to ban shark
fishing in the Bahamas.

Since the announcement by a Mastic Point,
Andros, businessman that he was considering
expanding his sea cucumber export market to
include shark finning to satisfy the Hong
Kong market, the protection of sharks has
become a priority.

It is estimated that about 40 species of
sharks thrive in Bahamian waters. This is
attributed to the long-line fishing ban intro-
duced about 20 years ago when sharks were
unintentionally scooped up in the long lines
dragged along the ocean floor to catch other
fish. Other than Palau and the Maldives,
which are now shark sanctuaries, the
Bahamas also has a healthy —so-far undis-
turbed — shark population.

According to the experts this is the first
time in its 400-million year existence that
sharks have had a predator — a predator in
the form of man who now threatens their
existence and eventually the whole marine
ecosystem.

It is especially bad news for the Bahamas,
its coral reefs, its fisheries and its growing
shark tourism market.  

Malcolm Ritter, AP science writer, reports
that according to a new analysis, on average
52 species of mammals, birds and amphib-
ians are taking a significant step toward
extinction each year, 

But if not for conservation efforts, the
march would be even faster.

Efforts to save endangered animals are
making a difference, even as about 1 in 5 of
the world's backboned species — mammals,
birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish — are
threatened with extinction, according to a
study published online in the journal Science.

The report was released as delegates from
more than 190 nations meet at a United
Nations conference in Nagoya, Japan, to set
20 measurable targets to combat the loss of
many diverse species.

"Our results should be a timely wake-up
call to governments in Nagoya," said Stuart
Butchart, a study author and global research
coordinator at BirdLife International.    "Bio-
diversity is in a desperate state. Its situation is
getting worse, but our results show we can
turn the situation around. We just need
greater political will and resources."

The study considered almost 26,000 species
of vertebrates — animals with a backbone
— whose conservation status is on the "Red
List" of the International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature. It found that about one-
fifth of vertebrate species are "threatened,"
meaning they are close to going extinct in
the near future. That ranges from 13 per  cent

of birds to 41 per cent of amphibians.
The one-fifth number isn't much of a sur-

prise, but the new study is the first global
audit of vertebrates, said Craig Hilton-Taylor
of the IUCN, a study author.

To look for trends, the authors used a sta-
tistical measure that tracks how particular
species have moved among the eight cate-
gories of the Red List — an indication of
improvement or worsening of their conser-
vation status. Because of data limitations,
they focused on birds, mammals and amphib-
ians. Their results translate to an average of 52
species moving one category closer to extinc-
tion each year.

Amphibians, which include frogs and sala-
manders, showed the fastest decline, with
mammals second. The trend was less severe
for birds, but still included creatures like the
green-coloured Hose's broadbill of Malaysia
and Indonesia, which has suffered declines
in its forest habitat.

About 1 in 6 declines in conservation sta-
tus in the study resulted in extinction, the
authors said. The extinctions include the gold-
en toad of Costa Rica and a Hawaiian forest
bird called the Kamao.

To study whether conservation efforts like
protecting habitat or controlling predators
were helping, the authors examined cases
where a species' status improved, moving
away from extinction. That was the case in 68
of the 928 reclassifications they found, almost
entirely due to conservation action, the
authors said. Nearly all involved mammals
or birds, because they have a longer and bet-
ter-funded history of conservation efforts,
the authors said.

Humpback whales, for example, moved
from "vulnerable" to being at low risk for
extinction because of protections against com-
mercial whaling, the authors said.

In all, the researchers calculated that the
overall march toward extinction would have
been some 20 per cent faster if no conserva-
tion steps had been taken. But they also said
the true impact is much greater than their
calculations could show.

"Conservation is working, it's just not
enough" at current levels, said Ana Rodrigues
of the Centre for Evolutionary and Func-
tional Ecology in Montpellier, France, a study
author.

Stuart Pimm, a conservation expert at
Duke University who didn't participate in
the study, agreed that the results contain good
news.

"A lot of those species would have been
moving a lot faster (toward extinction) if it
weren't for conservation efforts," he said.
"Conservation efforts really do work, they're
just not stemming the full extent of the losses
of species. The overall trend is still down-
hill."

Proof there
is still good
in the world

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Study: conservation slowing extinctions

EDITOR, The Tribune.

Please allow me some space in your newspa-
per. It’s a sad situation, that the straw vendors
found themselves in. The reality is that the ven-
dors didn’t take heed about the law. They were
warned over and over again. The reality is that
the bags were fake designer’s collection, sup-
posedly very expensive items that they couldn’t
afford, and anything that is purchased on the
“black market” means that is illegal goods –
plain and simple.

The Straw Market has become a modern day
U.S.A. Flea Market where anything could be
purchased – drugs, numbers, breakfast, jew-
ellery, designer bags, illegal immigrants and
the list goes on. It is no more rules and stan-
dards that govern the Market. It seems that
The Market Association has let the Straw Mar-
ket deteriorate to the situation that has occurred
to date.

It is time that the Straw Vendors wear prop-
er uniforms like the Hair Braiders Association.
The vendors should wear Jean-T-Shirt or
Androsia printed blouses with jeans. In my
opinion, Ms. Strachan has not done a good job.
It is time for a new dynamic young body to
lead the Straw Market Association to the next
millennium.

MS. SHEENA THOMPSON
Nassau,
October 4, 2010.

Straw Market has
become a modern

day USA Flea Market
EDITOR, The Tribune.

I refer to the comments made today by
the Opposition and union leaders con-
cerning ZNS.

Considering the deep economic depres-
sion worldwide, including The Bahamas: 

(1) By what means would these gentle-
men make payments to redundant staff of
up to two years, when there are few funds
in the Treasury? Certainly ZNS has no
spare funds.

(2) As one questioner asked: How much
has the Union paid ZNS staffers after col-
lecting dues for all the past years?

(3) There is a difference between capital
improvements such as roadworks and
expenditure on current account for staff
emoluments. The latter total determines
the profitability of the company, a negative
result would place the company in jeop-
ardy of closing down. The former would
make the institution more attractive for
sale to prospective buyers.

(4) It was also reported locally that the
sheer size of the staff when compared with
major networks and viewer coverage in
the United States indicated that the sta-
tion was heavily overstaffed.

This apparently occurred over time due
to political patronage not by merit, and
this is a practice which the public would
wish to be discontinued, if we ever hope to
improve as a country.

SHIRLEA RESIDENT
Nassau,
October 19, 2010.

Considering comments by
Opposition and union leaders

               



By NATARIO McKENZIE 
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

THE sentencing hearing of a
mother and her former boyfriend
convicted of manslaughter in the
2007 death of her one-year-old
son had to be adjourned yester-
day.

Makisha Brown, 25, and Leroy
Rolle, 20, were convicted of
manslaughter in the death of Lev-
ano Brown in mid-September. 

The child had reportedly suf-
fered blunt force trauma to the

head and abdomen, lacerations to
the head and bruises about the
body. 

Brown and Rolle were found
not guilty on the charge of murder
but were convicted on the alter-
native charge of intentional
manslaughter.The sentencing
hearing was adjourned yesterday
after prosecutor Terry Scriven
informed the court that the Crown
had not had enough time to review
probation reports. 

He informed the court that the
prosecution had only received a
copy of the probation reports two

hours prior to yesterday’s hear-
ing.

Further, he pointed out that
prosecutor Eucal Bonaby initially
had carriage of the matter but was
unable to be present at the hearing
due to illness. Brown’s attorney
Keith Seymour informed the court
that he also did not have sufficient
time to go over the probation
report on his client. 

Attorney Dorsey McPhee, who
represents Rolle, informed the
court that he had reviewed the
probation report and said it was
recommended that his client

undergo a psychiatric evaluation. 
Mr McPhee said that he accept-

ed this recommendation, stating
that he wanted his client to under-
go evaluation. 

Senior Justice Anita Allen
adjourned the hearing to Friday,
November 12 at 10am. She noted
that if Rolle has not received a
psychiatric evaluation by that time,
she would proceed with the sen-
tencing of Brown.
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On-the-spot financing 

The new Grand Vitara is fuel efficient, with more passenger room, 
greater stability and reliable performance.

• Keyless remote entry
• Front dual air bags
• Power steering,
 windows, locks, mirrors
• Anti-lock brakes
• Driver Select 2x4
• Air conditioning
• CD/radio/Aux
• Fog Lamps

• Roof Rails
• 17” Alloy wheels 
• Steering wheel audio
 remote

A Comfortable and Affordable Compact SUV

Price includes rustproofing, licensing and inspection to birthday, full tank of fuel,
24,000 miles/24 months warranty and emergency roadside assistance.

We Take any 
Trade-Ins!

Grand 
Vitara

WAY OF LIFE!

GN-1121

MMIINNIISSTTRRYY OOFF FFIINNAANNCCEE
CCEENNTTRRAALL BBAANNKK OOFF TTHHEE BBAAHHAAMMAASS

Made this 18th day of October, 2010.

Signed
Wendy Craigg

Governor of the Central Bank of The Bahamas

THE BAHAMAS’ VERY OWN STREET PHI LOSOPHER

Sentencing hearing of pair convicted
of son’s manslaughter is adjourned

CONVICTED: Makisha Brown, 25, and Leroy Rolle.

 



“useful” meeting scheduled
for this morning (last night
according to Nassau time). 

Speaking to reporters in
Beijing on the sidelines of a
welcome reception hosted
in his honour, Mr Ingraham
said he had earlier met with
Chinese government official
Chairman Wu Bangguo,
who acknowledged the
Bahamas government's
issues with the project. 

Mr Ingraham has previ-
ously said his government
cannot accept the large
number of foreign labour-
ers the investors are calling
for. He has said he would
like to see the expansive
project built in stages
instead of all at once as the
developers have proposed. 

When asked if he thought
the Chinese would be inflex-
ible in their demand for
some 8,000 Chinese work-
ers to be incorporated in the
project, Mr Ingraham said:
"We're talking about the
Bahamas, and so if you’re
talking about the Bahamas

the Bahamas government
has a say about what hap-
pens in the Bahamas. So
that question is an irrelevant
question as to whether
somebody can come in the
Bahamas and find unac-
ceptable what the Bahamas
government requires. This
is the Bahamas we're talking
about, we're not talking
about any other country. 

"Our position is well-
known, we've stated them

publicly and we've stated
them privately, and I expect
to have a very useful meet-
ing tomorrow. I had a meet-
ing with Chairman Wu this
afternoon, he alluded to it,
alluded to what they under-
stand and know our position
to be. I expect that they will
be responsive to our posi-
tion and that we'll move for-
ward."  

When asked when the
labour resolution on the
project will be debated in
Parliament – which was
shelved a few weeks ago
because Baha Mar had yet
to reach an agreement with
Scotiabank for an outstand-
ing loan of about $200 mil-
lion that needed to be satis-
fied before the project could
move forward – Mr Ingra-
ham said "as soon as we are
in a position to do so."

Baha Mar officials hope
to break ground on the pro-
ject before the end of the
year. When asked if his
administration will make a
final decision on the fate of
the project before 2010 ends,
Mr Ingraham said after his

discussions in China it
should not take long to
make a decision. 

But he added that the
developers had other condi-
tions to meet before the pro-
ject could move forward. 

"We don't drag things
out. I don't want to put a
time limit on it but we're
going to have discussions
with the two companies
here, and we don't see why
it ought to take long to
make a determination. But
to be clear, Baha Mar has
an agreement for a Scotia-
bank loan to be paid off,
that's a pre-condition to any-
thing else happening. 

"There are other things,
other than the government
approval to be done. There
are other conditions, includ-
ing satisfying the Scotiabank
loan."

Another major obstacle
is said to be the 265-acre
land transfers (freehold and
leasehold) which Baha
Mar's Chinese partners are
insisting upon as a condition
to consummate their alliance
with the Government.

• SEE PAGE THREE

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

LOCAL NEWS

PAGE 6, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2010                                                                                                                                      THE TRIBUNE

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

FOUND - CHOW MIX
Female, approx. 9 yrs old, beige coat,
black muzzle, black & pink tongue.
Wearing red collar. Oakes Field area

off Thompson Blvd.
If this is your dog, call Barbara at 323-5665.

out entirely, or pushed further back than
his current boundaries.

“No one is really pleased with what is cur-
rently being proposed In fact, it is said that
of the entire FNM caucus, only the Montagu
MP Loretta Butler-Turner and St Anne’s
(MP Brent Symonette) are pleased with the

cuts being offered in their areas to date,” the
source explained.

The Boundaries Commission, which is
comprised of PLP Deputy Leader Philip
‘Brave’ Davis, Golden Isles MP and Minis-
ter of Youth Sports and Culture Charles
Maynard, and Minister of National Security
Tommy Turnquest are expected to meet
soon.

PM expects Chinese 
to be ‘responsive’ 

on Baha Mar project

‘Shake-up’ for
constituencies
FROM page one

FROM page one

PRIME MINISTER
Hubert Ingraham

KINGSTON, Jamaica

A DAUGHTER of reggae superstar Bob Marley on Tues-
day pleaded not guilty to abusing a 6-year-old boy at her day-
care center for special-needs children in Jamaica's capital,
according to Associated Press.

Sharon Marley, 46, entered the plea in the Caribbean coun-
try's family court, five days after police alleged she took an
autistic boy into a room at her Total Care Learning Center in
Kingston and beat him.

The child's mother, who is an employee at Marley's daycare,
told investigators that her son emerged from the room crying
and bearing several bruises. She promptly filed a complaint with
authorities.

Marley's lawyer, Lawrence Haynes, could not be reached for
comment.

Marley was a member of the Grammy-winning Ziggy Mar-
ley and the Melody Makers band with several siblings and
was a curator for the Bob Marley Museum in Kingston when it
opened in 1986. She has since become a certified early child-
hood specialist.

Her Tuesday plea in Jamaica's capital came on the same day
that 29-year-old Makeda Jahnesta Marley, the youngest daugh-
ter of the late reggae musician, received seven years probation
for growing marijuana in her home in the U.S. state of Penn-
sylvania.

Daughter of reggae star Bob Marley
pleads not guilty to abusing child
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THE Bahamas Interna-
tional Film Festival (BIFF)
announced yesterday that
Sony Pictures Classics’
acclaimed comedy “Tamara
Drewe” will be the opening
film at this year’s festival,
which takes place December
1-5 in Nassau. 

The special event screen-
ing will take place on
Wednesday, December 1, at
the Atlantis Theatre on Par-
adise Island. The announce-

ment was made by BIFF
founder and executive direc-
tor Leslie Vanderpool.

Directed by two-time
Academy Award nominee
Stephen Frears (“High
Fidelity,” “The Queen,”
“Dangerous Liaisons”), the
film stars Gemma Arterton
of “Prince of Persia” and
“Quantum of Solace” in the
title role, along with Roger
Allam, Bill Camp, Dominic
Cooper, Luke Evens and
Tamisn Greig. The screen-
play was written by Moira
Buffini.

Based on Posy Simmonds’
graphic novel of the same
name – which was itself
inspired by Thomas Hardy’s
classic “Far From the
Madding Crowd” – this mod-
ern take on the romantic
English pastoral is a far cry

from Hardy’s Wessex. 
The movie’s present-day

English countryside –
stocked with pompous writ-
ers, rich weekenders, bour-
geois bohemians, a horny
rock star, and a great many
Buff Orpington chickens and
Belted Galloway cows –
promises to be a much fun-
nier place. 

Character
The film starts with the tit-

ular character Tamara
Drewe returning to the
bucolic village of her youth,
turning life upside down for
the locals.

Tamara, once an ugly
duckling, has been trans-
formed into a devastating
beauty (with help from plas-

tic surgery). As infatuations,
jealousies, love affairs and
career ambitions collide
among the inhabitants of the
neighbouring farmsteads,
Tamara sets a contemporary
comedy of manners into play
using the oldest magic in the
book, sex appeal.

The film was an official
selection of the 2010 Cannes
Film Festival, 2010 Telluride
Film Festival and 2010
Toronto International Film
Festival. 

“Tamara Drewe” is pro-
duced by Alison Owen, Paul
Trijbits and Tracey Seaward.
Executive Producers are
Christine Langan, Sharon
Harel and Maya Amsellem.

BIFF 2010 begins on
Wednesday, December 1st
and runs through Sunday,
December 5. 

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Grand
Bahama police have identified
the young man who suffered an
electric shock and died as 20-
year-old Kamal Cooper. 

Mr Cooper, a resident of
Freeport, was with friends on
Friday at the old abandoned
Stone Crab Restaurant on
Taino Beach when he touched
the transformer and was
knocked unconscious to the
ground.

He was transported by
ambulance to Rand Memorial
Hospital where he was detained
for observation. However he
died on Saturday.

Investigations are continu-
ing.

Public reminded
that voter 
registration
continues

Acclaimed comedy ‘Tamara Drewe’ to open
2010 Bahamas International Film Festival

Man who died
after suffering
electric shock
is identified

VOTER registration con-
tinues on a daily basis in
New Providence and the
Family Islands, Parliamen-
tary Commissioner Errol
Bethel reminded the public
yesterday.

Registration centres
opened at locations
throughout the country on
October 4 as preparation of
the new Voter Register
begins.

The aim of the opening of
multiple centres in New
Providence, Grand Bahama
and the Family Islands is to
facilitate an early national
voter registration drive.

Persons applying for reg-
istration must be Bahamian
citizens, 18 years and older
and must have resided in a
particular constituency for
three months or more.

Voter Registration Cen-
tres are opened in New
Providence between the
hours of 10am to  4pm at:

• The Parliamentary Reg-
istration Department, Far-
rington Road

• The Town Centre and
Marathon Malls

• The General Post
Office, East Hill Street

• The Sub-Post Office,
Carmichael Road

• The Sub Post Office,
South Beach

• The Sub-Post Office,
Elizabeth Estates

In Grand Bahama, centres
are opened between the
hours of 9.30am- 4.30 pm at:

• Parliamentary Registra-
tion Department, Freeport

• Administrator's Office,
Eight Mile Rock

• Administrator's Office,
High Rock (Tuesdays and
Thursdays)

In the Family Islands, reg-
istration takes place at the
Administrators' Offices in
the various Family Islands
between the hours of
9.30am to 4.30pm.

First time applicants for
registration must provide
proof of citizenship, prefer-
ably a valid Bahamian pass-
port or a birth certificate
along with an official ID

Persons previously regis-
tered may present the cur-
rent voter’s card.

All applicants for regis-
tration are informed that
the revising officer may
request other reasonable
evidence (i.e. documents)
that he/she considers neces-
sary to prove that the appli-
cant is qualified to register,
and has not already been
registered.

OPENING FILM: Gemma 
Anderton in ‘Tamara Drewe’

 



By LARRY SMITH

This article was original-
ly published in September,
2006.

THE question of what
to do with ZNS is once
again on the front burner.

We could have had
cable TV here in the early
1960s, but it was blocked

for political reasons. With a
population of only 130,000

back then, the high cost
and impracticality of a
national TV station didn't
make sense to some when
we could just watch Florida
TV, but it  was insisted
upon by politicians and
intellectuals – ostensibly to
protect our cultural iden-
tity. 

So we had to wait until
1977 for the government to
implement TV, and pri-
vately-operated cable tele-
vision was withheld until
1995. Over the years, ZNS
TV did little or nothing to
promote Bahamian culture,
but a great deal to promote
Bahamian politicians. 

The people who started
TV-13 were all trained in
Canada, where broadcast-
ing was set up along the
lines of the BBC, which
was the United Kingdom's
sole broadcaster until 1955.
That authoritarian model
fitted in nicely with the
inclinations of our local
politicians. But the British
and Canadians were more
scrupulous about fairness
and diversity.

According to its charter,
the BBC is  to be "free
from both political and
commercial influence and
answer only to its viewers
and listeners". A $4 billion
budget is funded by license
fees and programme sales.
The Canadian Broadcast-
ing Corporation was also a
monopoly until the mid-
1950s. It is funded by a
government subsidy sup-
plemented by ad revenue.

But things went a little
differently in the United
States, where radio was ful-
ly commercial by the 1920s
and television by the 1940s.
In fact, there was no US
government involvement at
all until 1967, when the
Corporation for Public
Broadcasting was created
by Congress. As a private
non-profit, it gets a yearly
government grant on the
order of $400 million a
year, but most of its fund-
ing comes from private
donors.

And, much l ike the
British and Canadians, the
Americans insisted on
"strict adherence to objec-
tivity and balance" and
outlawed government
interference in broadcast-
ing. 

Today, Bahamians can
watch hundreds of digital
channels via cable or satel-
lite. And since ZNS runs
mostly old movies and for-
eign soaps, the question
that naturally comes to
mind is, why do we need
it? And more to the point,
what value do we get for

the $13 million plus a year
we spend on it?

The answer for some, is
because Bahamians must
be able to watch Junkanoo
on TV, as well as special
events like state funerals,
parliamentary openings or
political conventions. But
Cable Bahamas has a com-
munity channel and a par-
liamentary channel that
also do these things – at no
direct cost to the taxpayer.
In fact, the obligation to do
them is written into its
license.

Charles Carter, the for-
mer ZNS boss whose pri-
vate radio station now
packages news, and other
shows for Cable's commu-
nity channel, says he sup-
ported privatisation even
while he was chairman of
the Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (from 1982 to 1987).

"I argued publicly for
private broadcasting and a
specific public broadcast
status, similar to the CBC,
for ZNS. There is a cultur-
al and educational role that
can best be served by such
an entity that should be
editorially independent
and responsible, by char-
ter, to the total community.
It should be funded by
grant and its programming
content should reflect the
needs, concerns and expec-
tations of our developing
society."

This is essentially the
same conclusion that the
Ingraham government
came to in the 1990s, but
balked at implementing
because of the political and
financial  implications.
Mike Smith, who chaired
the BCB from 1994 to
2000, said a 1996 study rec-
ommended downsizing
ZNS, selling off 104.5FM
and running TV as a public
affairs service. 

"But money was a big
problem," he told Tough
Call. "The severance pack-
age would have cost over
a million dollars and the
government would not
agree to pump any more
into ZNS, so we ended up
simply transferring some
staff to other agencies.
Back then ZNS was spend-
ing $13 million a year and
earning less than half that
amount."

Retired journalist Nicki
Kelly, who spent two years
on the ZNS board in the
early 1990s, recalled that
the station's financial con-
dition "was so precarious
that it was touch and go
every month whether there
would be money to pay the
staff, let alone the pension
plan, national insurance,
utilities and all the other
expenses.

"On top of that, there
were the flagrant abuses by
staff who thought nothing
of running their own side-
line businesses on Corpo-
ration time using Corpora-
tion equipment,  or the
clever ruses to run up over-
time, or later the coterie of
female broadcasters who
saw themselves as entre-
preneurs and were heavily
engaged in running their
various enterprises while
working for the Corpora-
tion."

These descriptions prob-
ably still  apply, but we
don't really know because
the BCB hasn't provided
audited statements to par-
liament since the year 2000
– and that report wasn't
tabled until 2003.  

Sir Arthur Foulkes was
BCB chairman from 2000
to 2002 when the last
"comprehensive evaluation
of ZNS" was undertaken.
He told me recently that
"the study was done in col-
laboration with Canadian
consultants and dealt with
everything: finances, via-
bility of commercial TV,
radio, equipment, staff,
etc."

The conclusion was that
maintaining a multitude of
state-owned radio stations
in a privatised market was
unnecessary and costly, so
they should all be divested
except for ZNS 1, which
would continue as a nation-
al public radio service.

Meanwhile,  TV-13
would become a public
affairs service funded by
government grant, with

local programming encour-
aged by offering seed mon-
ey to independent produc-
ers. The consensus was that
300,000 eyeballs scattered
over several islands was
not a big enough market to
fund TV commercially,
especially as the country's
two biggest industries –
hotels and offshore services
– didn't need to advertise
locally.

But the 2002 general
election intervened and,
again, nothing much hap-
pened. Broadcast journalist
Carlton Smith summed it
up best when he spoke at a
media seminar last year:
"Many felt that with the
coming of private broad-
casting, the Corporation
would be forced to change.
But more than 12 years lat-
er ZNS remains a state-run
organisation that, despite
the intentions of any gov-
ernment, cannot work in
the public interest." 

So the question is, what
do we do about that?

Well, perhaps we should
consider whether we need
ZNS at all. Even if it could
be detached from direct
government control ,  i t
would likely turn into a
broadcasting version of
Bahamas Information Ser-
vices, another pointless
agency whose employees
trot behind government
ministers to produce "offi-
cial" news of dubious val-
ue.

So if that's the objective,
why not just merge ZNS
with BIS, producing a sin-
gle bureaucracy with no
ambiguity about what it's
supposed to do. Then we
could set about the task of
redefining the role of BIS.

To recreate ZNS as an
authentic public affairs ser-
vice would require strict
legislative guarantees of
autonomy, and the station
would have to be operated
by a genuinely independent
authority, with a cross-sec-
tion of community repre-
sentation. A massive fire-
wall would be needed to
ensure independence, and,
frankly, it's hard to see any
Bahamian government
acceding to this.

If we retain ZNS, the
question of finance arises.
And there are really only
four options here – adver-
tising sales, license fees,
donations or tax subsidies.

Since we have ruled out
ad sales and there are like-
ly to be few donors until a
reconstituted ZNS proves
itself, we are left with pub-
lic funding in one of two
ways.  The government
could allocate a yearly con-
tribution for ZNS, as it
does for other government
departments. But without
strict  guarantees,  this
would only deepen political
control.

An easier approach
would be to add a tax to
Cable Bahamas' monthly
subscription. Most of the
90,000 households in the
country are served by
cable, so a $5 a month fee
could generate over $5 mil-
lion a year, which ought to
be sufficient to operate a
slimmed-down ZNS.

And at the risk of stat-
ing the obvious, why don't
we just mandate Cable 12
to cover important state
functions and cultural
events, disband TV-13, and
license private stations?
Wendall Jones already has
approval in principle for
his public affairs station,
which will come on stream
as soon as  new broadcast-
ing regulations are in place.
And it is rumoured that
others may also get a
license.

But unfortunately this
debate will soon be over-
taken by events, because
the government has hired a
Canadian consultant to
advise on a huge invest-
ment to replace TV-13's
old technology with new
digital equipment. That
means funds may be allo-
cated before the way for-
ward has been properly
and publicly charted.

What do you think?

Send comments to 
larry@tribunemedia.net
Or visit
www.bahamapundit.com 
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What should we do with ZNS?



GUANTANAMO BAY
NAVAL BASE, Cuba

JURORS considering a
sentence for a former teenage
al-Qaida militant got a stark
message Thursday from a
government-hired psychiatric
expert: The last Westerner at
Guantanamo is radical, angry
and dangerous, according to
Associated Press.

Omar Khadr was an
extremist when he was taken
to Guantanamo, where he
was "marinated in radical
jihadism" over eight years in
custody and became a leader
among prisoners, said Dr.
Michael Welner, a forensic
psychiatrist who analyzed the
24-year-old Canadian on
behalf of military prosecutors.

"He's highly dangerous,"
Welner told jurors. "He is full
of rage."

Khadr, who was 15 when
captured by the U.S. after a
fierce firefight in Afghanistan
in 2002, pleaded guilty Mon-
day to five war crimes charges
as part of a plea deal that
spared him from a possible
life sentence and calls for
sending him back to his
homeland after one more
year in Guantanamo. 

The jury cannot impose a
sentence greater than the
amount set by the agreement,
reportedly eight years, but
they can issue one that is
more lenient.

Welner, who has testified
as an expert witness in many
high-profile cases in recent
years, said he spent more than
seven hours interviewing
Khadr over the summer,
reviewed his records from the
U.S. detention center in Cuba
and studied interviews with

family members back in
Canada who have embraced
extremist positions.

His conclusion: Khadr has
shown no interest in chang-
ing his radical views on Islam
and has no real remorse for
throwing a grenade that killed

an American soldier and par-
tially blinded another during a
four-hour firefight in
Afghanistan in 2002. 

The only thing the prisoner
seems to regret, Welner said,
is his imprisonment and he
seems unlikely to change.

John Sands and his attor-
ney Leon Smith of Smith,
Smith and Co in a land dis-
pute with Arawak Homes.

In his judgment Senior
Justice Lyons found Mr
Sands, aided by his attor-
ney Mr Smith, had  fraudu-
lantely obtained title to a
156-acre tract of land in the
Pinewood Gardens area
and it was subsequently
sold to hundreds of unsus-
pecting individuals without
good title.

Justice Lyons ruled the
rightful certificate of title
belonged to Arawak
Homes, meaning those who
purchased properties and
built their homes in the
area known as Sir Lynden
Pindling Estates are being
forced to refinance their
properties or have their
homes demolished.

In his ruling the judge
also noted the misconduct
of both attorneys who he

said  repeatedly sought to
disrupt proceedings.

“It certainly crossed my
mind that the defendants
were doing all in their pow-
er, fair or foul, to scuttle
these proceedings,” Justice
Lyons said.

“At first they attacked
counsel for the plaintiffs.
When that did not work,
they attacked the judge.

“Then, when that did not
work, they attacked the jus-
tice system by walking out,
but not before expressing
the view that the court was
‘a nullity’.”

The Supreme Court
judge noted in his ruling
that he would send copies
of his judgment and trial
transcripts  to the Bar
Association for discipli-
nary action to be taken
against the attorneys, as
well as to the Attorney
General  for  contempt
action and the Director of
Public Prosecutions (DPP)
for investigation concern-

ing any breach of the Penal
Code.

However The Tribune
understands the ethics com-
mittee of the Bar Associa-
tion has not taken any
action against the attorneys
concerned as they did not
receive transcripts of the
trial.

Chairwoman of the
ethics committee Caryl
Lashley did not respond to
calls from The Tribune to
confirm this yesterday.

The Bar Association, the
Attorney General’s office
and Director of Public
Prosecutions Vinette Gra-
ham-Allen were all asked
by The Tribune more than
two weeks ago about what
action was taken against
attorneys as a result of the
ruling, but no responses
have yet been received.

President of Arawak
Homes Franon Wilson said
he understands no action
has been taken against
lawyers involved in 

the dispute.
Social activist Bishop

Simeon Hall lamented the
fact that the poor who
invested their savings in
property without good title
have lost out while Arawak
Homes takes ownership of
the land and lawyers escape
punishment.

“The poor always seem
to lose,” he said.

“We grant Mr Wilson is
the rightful owner of the
land, but how is it  that
these people were able to
build on someone else’s
land, and now have to refi-
nance again?

“Government really

needs to protect the poor
from these situations, but
the politicians on both sides
are keeping very quiet.

“I think the lawyers
involved in this should be
arrested, but wherever
lawyers are concerned they
have a way of protecting
one another.”
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known for some time - and with a general
election less than two years away it appears
as if this factor is not being overlooked by
his competitors.

Reports suggest that the former MP for
the area, Whitney Bastian, still wants to
represent the constituency, and with his
financial prowess, he could prove to be a
considerable obstacle for Mr Forbes.

Political sources claim that Andros -
more so than any other seat in the
Bahamas - is one area where a candidate
without substantial amounts of money can-
not be expected to win.

The Tribune source said: “Let me tell

you, in Andros you have to dig in your
pocket from the time you land until you fly
out of there.

“It’s like that mindset was established
years ago when Sir Lynden (Pindling) was
representing them, so it’s hard to break
that - no matter who you are.

“And it doesn’t matter if your MP is
doing a good job or not. 

“He or she could be in there every other
week, walking up and down, shaking
hands, kissing babies, attending every
funeral, wedding, and pastoral anointing,
and yet be voted out because they are
unable to provide a contract for their gen-
erals.”

Attempts to reach Mr Forbes for com-
ment were unsuccessful.

No action against lawyers
accused of misconduct

FROM page one

Picewell Forbes 
‘losing ground 

in constituency’
FROM page one

GUANTANAMO: US govt expert tells jury that last
Westerner at prison is angry, radical and dangerous
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Freeport: 242.351.3010

BARBADOS
St. Michael: 246.435.1955

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A leading wholesaler was
yesterday given “particular
comfort” that its busiest sales
period of the year would not
be disrupted by the actions of
Bahamas Customs, the Attor-
ney General’s Office giving an
undertaking that the govern-
ment agency would not detain
its imported goods or refuse to
accept due duty payments prior
to their dispute going to trial.

Fred Smith QC, the Callen-
der’s & Co attorney and part-
ner representing Kelly’s
(Freeport) in its application for
a Judicial Review of Customs’
demands that it produce a
‘bonded goods sales report’,
told Tribune Business last night
that in view of the undertaking
by the Attorney General’s
Office, the company would not
proceed with its efforts to
obtain a Supreme Court injunc-
tion preventing Customs from
detaining or refusing to process
imported goods.

Speaking after both sides
appeared before Supreme
Court Justice Hartman Long-
ley, Mr Smith said the under-
taking applied to the imports
of all Grand Bahama Port
Authority (GBPA) licencees,
meaning that Customs cannot
interfere with any firm’s goods
being processed on the grounds
that they have not submitted a
‘bonded goods sales report’.

“I can say that we are very
pleased that the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office has given this
undertaking,” Mr Smith told
Tribune Business. “It was
therefore not necessary to insist
on seeking an injunction, and
gives Kelly’s a particular com-
fort during the busiest season of
sales for the year.”

Referring to the main issue in
the dispute, the attorney added:
“We hope this can be tried as
soon as possible, so that the
public, licencees, the Govern-

Wholesaler gains
Customs ‘comfort’
* AG’s Office gives undertaking government agency
will not detain or refuse to clear imported trailers
belonging to Kelly’s (Freeport) or other Port
licencees in absence of bonded goods sales report
* Move protects wholesaler’s sales rise, and
increased duty collection, for key Christmas 
season
* Customs official alleges 95% of Port licencees
compliant with bonded goods sales requirement

“I can say that
we are very

pleased that the
Attorney General’s
Office has given this
undertaking.”

FRED SMITH  

SEE page 2B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Talks between BISX-listed AML Foods and City Markets
over a deal that would have seen the latter acquire some or all
of the struggling supermarket chain’s assets have broken down,
Tribune Business can reveal, with the latter’s largest share-
holder and operator, Trinidadian conglomerate Neal & Massy,
said to be actively exploring a variety of options to ensure the
firm’s survival.

Although both companies described speculation about such
talks as “rumours”, and denied anything was happening, this
newspaper’s investigations yesterday confirmed that a potential
deal between the two food retailers had been on the table - and
was under active discussion/consideration - until Monday.

The nature/terms of any deal, and whether it involved AML
Foods acquiring all or just part of City Markets’ business,
remained unclear and murky yesterday, both sides being reluc-

AML Foods/
City Markets

deal talks
broke down

SEE page 4B
OWEN BETHEL

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

A leading Bahamian banker yes-
terday told Tribune Business his next
expansion is set to take place immi-
nently from St Kitts via a “fully-
fledged Internet-based bank”, adding
that this should not be seen as a

“loss” for the Bahamas since this
nation was “not ready” for such an
institution.

Owen Bethel, president and chief
executive of the Nassau-based Mon-
taque Group, told this newspaper

Bahamian banker
expands to St Kitts
n Owen Bethel sets up ‘fully-fledged Internet-based’ operation as Montaque Financial
Corporation, targeting global investment banking market
n Says Bahamian regulators ‘not ready’ for such an operation, but says Nassau 
operations will gain ‘spillover’ benefits from new venture
n Pledges to discuss future expansion of Bahamian operations with sector supervisors
n Urges authorities to create climate for similar firms here, and encourages Bahamian
firms/individuals to expand abroad

SEE page 3B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

Supervalue president
Rupert Roberts yesterday
came out against any plans
the Government might have
to grant grocery stores the
right to sell liquor in-house to
their customers, a move which
rival retailers and at least one
local liquor manufacturer
have expressed their support
for.

Meanwhile, some small
liquor retailers told Tribune
Business yesterday they
would fear being pushed out
of business if grocery stores
were permitted to sell liquor. 

“They are being greedy,”
said Mr Gordon (who
declined to give his first
name) of Gordo’s Liquor
Stores, adding: “The rich will
stay rich and the poor will
stay poor” if the proposal is
acted upon in New Provi-
dence.

However, the argument
advanced by Supervalue pres-
ident and owner Rupert
Roberts on the subject of
food store liquor sales is
based on social rather than
financial considerations.

“I don’t think we should
make alcohol more accessible
in this island, in this country,
than it is now. We have
enough problems now and it’s
getting worse. A lot of it is
drug and alcohol related, and
so I don’t think alcohol should
be any more accessible,” Mr
Roberts said.

“The Christian Council
came out against it and we’ve
done without it a long time.
We see young men gathering
around walls drinking and we
don’t want to encourage
that,” said the businessman.

Gavin Watchorn, chief
executive of AML Foods, said
earlier this month that the
foodstore chain had been
granted permission by the
Grand Bahama Port Author-
ity - whom he dubbed “pro-
gressive” for their decision to
approve the move - to sell
alcohol within their Grand

Supervalue chief
opposes grocery
store booze sales 

SEE page 4B

By ALISON LOWE
Business Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

The Government is expect-
ing a statement “fairly soon”
from the developers of a pro-
posed $1.8 billion mixed-use
resort for Mayaguana on
when they may restart their
development plans, which
were stalled in February 2008
when the global credit
crunch/recession bore down.

Minister of Tourism, Vin-
cent Vanderpool-Wallace,

was unwilling to say what this
expectation was based on yes-
terday, but emphasised the
Government’s support for the
development getting under-
way on the southern island.

“The government is trying
to find ways to accelerate the
pace of development in
Mayaguana. We want to see
development there but it’s
taking a while because the cir-
cumstances are not the very
best under which to get this

5,000-acre return holds
up $1.8bn development

SEE page 5B

RUPERT ROBERTS
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The chairman of Winder-
mere Corporate Management
and chief executive of Metro-
politan Bank Bahamas, John
Lawrence, took home the cov-
eted Executive of the Year
Award from the Bahamas
Financial Services Board’s
(BFSB) annual Financial Ser-
vices Industry Awards Banquet.

“I am very pleased and hum-
ble to have received this recog-
nition,” said Mr Lawrence in a
statement.

“I thank the small but proud
community of Staniel Cay in
the Exumas, where I grew up in
the 1960s, for its involvement
in my formative years. At the
time there was not a single tele-
vision nor a single telephone.
Communications with the cap-
ital and the rest of the world
were han-
dled by ship
to shore
radio.” 

A n d ,
addressing in
p a r t i c u l a r
the younger
members of
the audience,
he added:
“With hard
work and
determination you can get to
where you want to go in life no
matter how modest your begin-
nings.”

Extremely active in promot-
ing the Bahamas, Mr Lawrence
is the current chairman for the

Caribbean and
Latin American
Region of the
Society of Trust &
Estate Practition-

ers (STEP). He is also presi-
dent of the Bahamas Sailing
Association (BSA), the coun-
try’s national authority for the
sport of sailing.

The BFSB’s Industry Excel-
lence Awards programme was
launched in 2001 in collabora-

tion with the Professional
Industry Association Working
Group (PIAWG) as part of the
Financial Centre Focus (FCF)
outreach, designed to profile
the industry. 

This recognition programme
profiles role models in the
industry for their outstanding
performance and contribution
to the growth and development
of the Bahamian financial ser-
vices industry. 

STANIEL CAY NATIVE IS TOP EXECUTIVE

HONOURED: John Lawrence
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Higgs & Johnson
partner gets top
legal group post

“I am very
pleased and
humbled to have
received this
recognition.”

Higgs & Johnson partner,
Surinder Deal, has been  re-
elected to the Board of Direc-
tors, re-appointed regional
vice-chair for the Caribbean
and Central America, and
accepted the position of meet-
ings committee chair of Ter-
raLex, a large global legal net-
work of law firms.

Ms Deal has over 20 years of experience in real estate, trust law and corporate and
commercial law. She is a member of the Bar Associations of Malaysia and the
Bahamas, and of the International Bar Association. She is also a member of the Soci-
ety of Trust and Estate Practitioners.

TerraLex has 160 member law firms in 100 countries and 41 US states, and is the one
of the largest international legal networks.

ment and the Port Authority can be clear as to
what the law is.”

The three containers belonging to Kelly’s
(Freeport) that were previously detained by Cus-
toms have now been released, and Mr Smith said
the agency had now also accepted the company’s
$50,504 payment for September 2010 duty-paid
sales.

Reading out a copy of the undertaking, Mr
Smith said it read thus: “Until judgment in this
matter or further Order, neither the Respon-
dent, nor any Customs officer or employee or
agent of H.M. Customs, may detain goods, or
refuse to process imported goods for entry in
the usual way, or refuse to accept returns for
Duty Paid Sales, or otherwise take enforcement
action against the applicant or other GBPA
Licensees, on the basis of non-receipt of duty
exempt bonded sales reports or on any other
basis not sanctioned by law.”

Kelly’s (Freeport) had previously expressed
fears that without Customs being restrained from
seizing its containers, its traditional 25 per cent
Christmas season sales increase, plus continued
employment for 100 staff and a likely 50 per cent
rise in Treasury duties, were in jeopardy.

Christopher Lowe, Kelly's (Freeport) opera-
tions manager, said in an affidavit: “"This is a crit-
ical time for [Kelly's], as during November and
December we experience a 25 per cent increase
in sales. More importantly, for [Customs], is the
fact that most of the purchases at this time are by
non-licencees, with the result that Kelly's duty-
paid sales payments to [Customs] are 50 per cent
higher in November and December.

"During the period between now and Christ-
mas, between 40 and 50 containers/trailers of
goods will be shipped to the Applicant. The con-
tinued refusal of [Customs] to release the Appli-
cant's goods will cause serious financial hard-
ship to the Applicant, with the possibility of
forced reductions in staff, not to mention denying
the Public Treasury hundreds of thousands of
dollars in Customs duty."

Meanwhile, Customs yesterday filed an affi-
davit seeking to justify its seizure of the now-
released trio of Kelly’s (Freeport) trailers. Assis-
tant Comptroller Lincoln Strachan, who heads up
the agency’s Freeport operations, alleged that
95 per cent of licencees were “compliant” with
regulations that allegedly require the submission
of a ‘bonded goods sales report’.

Tracing the history, he alleged that “the dire
economic climate” of Grand Bahama resulted
in GBPA licencees making an informal agree-
ment in 1989 where they could sell bonded goods
to other licencees “as well as non-entitled per-
sons”.

This measure, Mr Strachan said, was not cov-

ered in the Hawksbill Creek Agreement and was
designed to bring economic relief to licencees.

He alleged that the practice required the sub-
mission of monthly sales reports/declarations for
both ‘bonded goods sales’ and duty-paid sales
to Customs on the 15th of every subsequent
month, enabling the agency to ensure all duties
payable were collected.

Kelly’s (Freeport) is challenging the ‘bonded
goods sales’ aspect, and Mr Strachan alleged:
“The legality and enforceability of this practice
became an issue raised in subsequent court chal-
lenges.

“As a consequence of said challenge, it became
necessary to amend the Customs regulations to
cure this mischief and to legitimise the Comp-
troller’s powers to demand such reports and dec-
larations, and to provide for the form and content
thereof.”

Amendment
Mr Strachan alleged that this amendment took

effect on May 27, 2009, and “should have put to
rest any doubt about the legitimacy” of requiring
a bonded goods sales report from all GBPA
licencees.

“These reports and declarations are part and
parcel in assisting the Comptroller to satisfacto-
rily account for and control the disposition of
all bonded and dutiable goods, and to safeguard
against potential abuse,” Mr Strachan claimed.

“That I am advised and verily believe that the
Customs records show that, to date, some 95 per
cent of the licencees are compliant with the reg-
ulation, and those in default have been issued
with reminders to become compliant.”

He alleged that despite meetings between Cus-
toms and Kelly’s (Freeport), including the latter’s
attorneys, no solution was forthcoming, hence
the decision to seize the company’s now-released
trailers because the demand for a bonded goods
sales report was “lawful and not arbitrary”.

Bonded goods sales is a practice whereby
Freeport-based wholesalers, such as Dolly Madi-
son, Kelly's (Freeport) and Bellevue Business
Depot, are able to sell products to other GBPA
licencees for use in their respective businesses
only, without any duty being paid to Cus-
toms/Government on their sale. It is a report on
this activity that Customs is seeking, but Kelly's
(Freeport) and its attorneys are arguing that this
has never been requested before, and is not
included in any statute law, policy or agreement
concerning their relationship.

The current practice, they argue, is that on
the 15th of every following month, Kelly's and
other licencees submit a report on sales where
duty is post paid - such as sales to residents and
non-GBPA licencees - together with the rele-
vant duty sum. 

Wholesaler gains
Customs ‘comfort’
FROM page 1B
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that the Montaque Financial
Corporation would formally go
live via the Internet on Novem-
ber 1, and added that it was not
connected to his Nassau-based
companies as a subsidiary or
branch. The only “common fac-
tor” between the two, he said,
was himself.

Interest from his existing
clients/investors “in the forma-
tion of a fully-fledged Internet-
based investment bank” had
spurred the creation of Mon-
taque Financial Corporation,
Mr Bethel added, with plans
for it to provide investment ser-
vices, electronic cash transfer
card services, the issuance of
pre-paid debit cards, cash man-
agement and e-banking. The
second phase will involve elec-
tronic custodial, cash processing
and payroll services, along with
credit cards.

The Bahamian banker
explained that St Kitts’ juris-
dictional reputation, particu-
larly its anti-money laundering,
Know Your Customer and due
diligence requirements, togeth-
er with where it figured on the

OECD’s listing “and ultimate-
ly the package of economic cit-
izenship as a structure within
estate planning”, were the “key
elements” in settling on this
jurisdiction.

Opportunity
And, with St Kitts being a

member of the CARICOM
Single Market Economy
(CSME) and CARICOM, Mr
Bethel added: “The opportuni-
ty to look at that Caribbean
market, being based in the mar-
ket itself, provides a number of
opportunities.”

When asked whether the
Bahamas was missing out, Mr
Bethel responded: “I prefer not
to think of it that way. I don’t
think the regulators were ready
for a truly fully-fledged Inter-
net-based bank. 

“I don’t think it is a loss, but
the opportunity for others to
develop in that vein should be
considered by the regulators.

Depending on discussions with
the regulators, we will certainly
look at the scope of our existing
operations here in the
Bahamas, and will certainly
look at expanding that even fur-
ther.”

Mr Bethel said he had
obtained the required banking
licence and approvals from the
St Kitts authorities last year,
and because it had no link with
his Montaque Group and its
various companies in Nassau,
it did not have to be approved
by the Bahamian regulators.

“Having said that, it is the
intent to discuss with the regu-
lators, more the securities side
because we are truly an invest-
ment advisor, the scope of this
new venture,” he told Tribune
Business. 

Mr Bethel said the Mon-
taque Financial Corporation’s
creation would provide
“spillover benefits for the Mon-
taque Group of Companies” in
Nassau, adding: “Certainly, we
will see the value in the invest-

ment advisory part of the group
providing services to the oper-
ations there. Estate planning
may require the use of founda-
tions, International Business
Companies and structures avail-
able here, and we will certainly
channel them through the
opportunities here.”

Urging other Bahamian
entrepreneurs and institutions
to look beyond this nation’s
shores for growth possibilities,
Mr Bethel said of his St Kitts
venture: “I truly see it as an
opportunity to expand hori-
zons, and just as groups of indi-
viduals and institutions move
into the Bahamas from their
home countries based on
opportunities the Bahamas
offers, we in the Bahamas can
do likewise and explore the
possibilities that exist elsewhere
to service existing and future
clients effectively.

“The whole world is outside
of the Bahamas. There are a
number of opportunities that
exist for institutions here, and I

would certainly not only
encourage institutions, but indi-
viduals to explore the world
markets.

Financial
“Particularly, if they’re look-

ing at the financial services
industry, it has truly become a
level playing field.

“ The Bahamas has moved
to the lower ranks of that field.
If there is a level playing field,
the whole idea becomes for
entrepreneurs in the Bahamas
to look elsewhere and take
advantage of reciprocal rights
and opportunities that exist
elsewhere. 

“My approach would be to
encourage others to look at oth-
er opportunities that exist.” Mr
Bethel added that, in particular,
he was thinking of Bahamian
legal and accounting firms.

Declining to specify how
much he had invested in set-
ting up Montaque Financial

Corporation, Mr Bethel said it
would begin life with a staff of
three, expanding as business
ratcheted up. While the licence
had been obtained last Novem-
ber, its launch had been
delayed until now to ensure
that the software - critical to an
Internet financial services
provider - was in perfect work-
ing condition. This would
enable clients to trade across
exchanges and perform numer-
ous transactions.

Montaque Financial Corpo-
ration was not a bank, Mr
Bethel said, adding that it
would only grant loans to
clients where they were backed
by investments.

Asked how he expected his
St Kitts venture to perform, Mr
Bethel said: “That’s the million
dollar question. Certainly with-
in reason, and with growth
prospects we think are there.
Over time, we think the market
is ideal in that global financial
services is at its lowest point......

“We’re not anticipating sig-
nificant growth in one year, or
significant transactions in a cou-
ple of years. This is a long-term
approach.”

Bahamian banker expands to St KittsFROM page 1B

 



Bahama stores. 
He said its Solomon’s

SuperCentre brand had made
representation to the Gov-

ernment to allow this to hap-
pen in New Providence, too,
noting that such a change
would bring the industry in
the Bahamas in line with the
law in places like the US and

Europe. Mr Watchorn said
the service would provide “an
added benefit” to Bahamian
shoppers, saving them time
and potentially money, too,
and rejected claims it would
increase incidences of youth
drinking as weak, given the
proliferation of alcohol sales
throughout the Bahamas.

City Markets also appears
to be moving in the direction
of incorporating alcohol sales
into its business strategy,
although it is unclear if they,
too, have called on the Gov-
ernment to relax the law.

Chief executive Derek Win-
ford did not return a call on
the matter yesterday. 

Over the weekend, the
troubled company followed
in the footsteps of Robin
Hood, opening a new liquor
section at its Cable Beach
branch. The liquor sales are
run out of a separately con-
structed building next to the
supermarket itself, in order
to remain in compliance with
the law as it stands.

Lynden Johnson, sales and
marketing manager for the
Bahamian Brewery Beverage

and Company, which pro-
duces Sands, High Rock and
Strongback beer, and also
operates three liquor retail
stores, said his company sup-
ports the sale of alcoholic bev-
erages in food stores.

“I think they should relax
the law. From where we sit, in
terms of brand exposure, it
would not hurt us, it would
help us,”  Mr Johnson said.

“For those who are sug-
gesting it will hurt our kids,
it’s worth remembering that
in almost all of our homes for
the most part there are bars -

liquors on the shelf, beers in
the fridge - and kids don’t
touch it.”

Mr Gordon, of Gordo’s, a
family business of which he is
a part owner, said the entry
of more supermarkets into the
alcohol retail industry would
have a “big impact” on small
retailers like him. “We have
enough competition from
small liquor stores. We were
the first here in the south west
and now there are 14 others -
all in the past three years,”
he said.“ It would take us out
of business in the long run.”

tant to talk after signing a con-
fidentiality clause.

Several sources, requesting
anonymity, told Tribune Busi-
ness that AML Foods was
“looking at pieces of it”. They
explained that the proposal
being pitched was for the
BISX-listed food retail group
to take over some of City Mar-
kets’ 11 stores, and to also
acquire its head office - which is
owned by the company’s
employee pension fund.

Neither Derek Winford,
chief executive of City Markets
and its parent company,
Bahamas Supermarkets, nor
Basil Sands, the latter’s chair-
man, returned Tribune Busi-
ness’s calls seeking comment
despite messages being left for
both men.

Sale
However, one source close

to the City Markets camp sug-
gested any deal would likely
have involved the sale of the
entire company, explaining that
it would be difficult to sepa-
rate/untangle different assets
and parts. 

When contacted by Tribune
Business, Gavin Watchorn,
AML Foods’ president and
chief executive, initially said:
“We’re too busy focusing on
our own business.”

However, when this newspa-
per told him it understood that
the BISX-listed firm and its
management had been work-
ing intensely on the deal at the
end of last week and over the
weekend, Mr Watchorn gave a

long pause before stating: “No
comment, because there’s no
comment to make.”

Dionisio D’Aguilar, AML
Foods’ chairman, said he could
not discuss the situation due to
a confidentiality clause that
bound the BISX-listed food
group and City Markets. “I
have to say no comment. I’m
not at liberty to comment,” he
told Tribune Business, when
contacted about the potential
deal and why it broke down.

This newspaper understands
that despite trying as hard as it
could to make any deal for City
Markets ‘make sense’, after
days of number crunching
AML Foods was unable to do
this, and decided to end its
interest. 

The company, which is likely
acquisition ‘gun shy’ following
the financial pain (not dissimi-
lar to City Markets’ current
woes) it endured for several
years in the past decade fol-
lowing a string of purchases
that did not work out, is
thought to have baulked at the
considerable capital infusion
that its competitor’s business
required. 

AML Foods itself is not flush
with cash, and increased com-
petition is impacting its prof-
itability, while another factor
is thought to have been the
debt burden it would be
required to assume.

At year end June 30, 2010,
City Markets’ accounts
payables and accrued expenses
totalled $10.54 million, having
changed little from the previ-
ous year end’s $10.867 million.
Much of this sum is owed to
Bahamas-based suppliers and
wholesalers, who are under-
stood to be increasingly con-
cerned over the supermarket
chain’s fate and whether they
will recover much - if any - of
the sums owed.

Anxiety
“They are filled with anxi-

ety,” one source said of
Bahamian wholesalers. One
wholesale sector executive yes-
terday described the industry
view of City Markets’ prospects
as “pretty pessimistic really. It’s
one of these things where the
question is when it’s going to
happen, not if”.

That is a reference to the col-
lective $27 million losses that
City Markets has racked up
over the past four years, since
current majority shareholder,
the BSL Holdings group, pur-
chased the majority 78 per cent
equity interest in Bahamas
Supermarkets from Winn-Dix-
ie for $54 million. Neal &
Massy subsequently acquired
majority control of BSL Hold-
ings, and has taken over con-
trol/management of operations
at the underlying supermarket
company.

These losses continue to cast
doubt on the company’s ability
to remain in existence without
continued financial support
from the investors that com-
prise BSL Holdings, and it is
thought that Neal & Massy may
be looking at several options
to secure City Markets’ sur-
vival, with the economy and
increased food retailing com-
petition making it increasingly
tough to effect a turnaround.

Numerous retail executives
have privately suggested to Tri-

bune Business over the past
year that a group of Bahamian
wholesalers may ultimately be
formed to buy City Markets.
Hence the speculation that
Bahamas Food Services might
be interested, although that
company is likely to have more
than enough on its plate with
the recent merger/acquisition
of Prime Bahamas.

Still, one source suggested
that the idea of an integrated
food retail/wholesale operation
might appeal, given the captive
distribution opportunity it
would present and chance for
increased margins. Intensified
competition from the likes of
Phil’s Food Services and Robin
Hood might also prompt such a
move, although another con-
tact pointed out that a whole-
saler might lose all its other cus-
tomers if it moved into food
retailing. And another contact
with close City Markets con-
nections suggested to Tribune
Business that BSL Holdings’
Bahamian shareholders, led by
Franklyn Butler of Milo B But-
ler & Sons, were keen on buy-
ing out Neal & Massy’s interest.
That could not be confirmed,
though, and several sources
poured cold water on such a
suggestion, querying where the
operational resources and
expertise would come from.

The other Bahamian
investors in BSL Holdings
include the hotel industry pen-
sion funds, Craig Symonette’s
Symonette Group and Royal-
Fidelity’s private equity fund.

AML Foods and City Mar-
kets would in many senses seem
strange bedfellows, their busi-
ness models being incompati-
ble. 

The former has adopted a
‘Wal-Mart-like’ approach, with
destination formats that stand
out, while the latter has gone
for scale and geographic spread.
Together, the two would have
had $180-$190 million in annu-
al sales.
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.26 1.00 AML Foods Limited 1.01 1.01 0.00 0.150 0.040 6.7 3.96%
10.75 9.67 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
6.18 4.50 Bank of Bahamas 4.90 4.90 0.00 0.598 0.260 8.2 5.31%
0.58 0.18 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
3.49 2.84 Bahamas Waste 2.84 2.84 0.00 0.168 0.090 16.9 3.17%
2.15 2.14 Fidelity Bank 2.17 2.17 0.00 0.016 0.040 135.6 1.84%
12.50 9.62 Cable Bahamas 10.24 10.24 0.00 500 1.227 0.310 8.3 3.03%
2.84 2.36 Colina Holdings 2.50 2.36 -0.14 10,000 0.781 0.040 3.0 1.69%
7.00 5.40 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.59 6.59 0.00 0.422 0.230 15.6 3.49%
3.65 1.63 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.85 1.85 0.00 0.111 0.045 16.7 2.43%
2.55 1.60 Doctor's Hospital 1.77 1.77 0.00 60,500 0.199 0.110 8.9 6.21%
6.99 5.94 Famguard 6.07 6.07 0.00 -0.003 0.240 N/M 3.95%
10.20 7.29 Finco 8.10 7.29 -0.81 5,000 0.287 0.520 25.4 7.13%
11.40 8.77 FirstCaribbean Bank 9.74 9.74 0.00 0.645 0.350 15.1 3.59%
5.51 3.75 Focol (S) 5.46 5.46 0.00 500 0.366 0.210 14.9 3.85%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
5.59 5.00 ICD Utilities 5.59 5.59 0.00 0.012 0.240 465.8 4.29%
10.50 9.92 J. S. Johnson 9.92 9.92 0.00 0.971 0.640 10.2 6.45%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.991 0.800 10.1 8.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.

99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE:242-323-2330 | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

TUESDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2010
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,490.90 | CHG -12.98 | %CHG -0.86 | YTD -74.48 | YTD % -4.76

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: CLOSE 000.00 | YTD 00.00% | 2009 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol . EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets 5.01 6.01 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.5056 1.4076 CFAL Bond Fund 1.5056 4.65% 6.96% 1.482477
2.9265 2.8300 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9187 1.10% 3.13% 2.919946
1.5579 1.4920 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5579 3.37% 4.42% 1.539989
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.8624 -8.16% -7.49%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.5642 1.47% 2.95%
114.3684 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 114.3684 9.98% 12.49% 109.392860
106.5528 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 106.5528 4.75% 7.18% 100.779540
1.1318 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1318 3.85% 5.22%
1.0969 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.0969 2.71% 6.44%
1.1320 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1320 3.79% 5.71%
9.6938 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.6938 3.77% 5.71%
11.2361 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 10.5308 -2.23% 4.10%
10.0000 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 9.4372 -5.63% -5.63%
7.9664 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 7.8830 2.15% 6.29%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Aug-10

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

30-Sep-10

30-Sep-10

30-Sep-10

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

30-Sep-10

30-Sep-10

30-Sep-10
30-Sep-10
31-Aug-10

MARKET TERMS

30-Sep-10

NAV 6MTH
1.460225
2.911577
1.524278

107.570619
105.776543

30-Jun-10

30-Sep-10

30-Sep-10

30-Sep-10

127,&(�LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�$(6+,$1,&.('$:,/025(�
RI�����&DULE�5RDG��3�2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��%DKDPDV
LV DSSO\LQJ�WR� WKH�0LQLVWHU�UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU�1DWLRQDOLW\�DQG�
&LWL]HQVKLS�� IRU� UHJLVWUDWLRQ�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ� DV� D� FLWL]HQ� RI�
7KH�%DKDPDV��DQG�WKDW�DQ\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�NQRZV�DQ\�UHDVRQ�
ZK\� UHJLVWUDWLRQ�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ� VKRXOG� QRW� EH� JUDQWHG��
VKRXOG VHQG� D�ZULWWHQ� DQG� VLJQHG� VWDWHPHQW� RI� WKH� IDFWV�
ZLWKLQ�WZHQW\�HLJKW�GD\V�IURP�WKH���WK�GD\ RI�2FWREHU������
WR�WKH�0LQLVWHU�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�QDWLRQDOLW\�DQG�&LWL]HQVKLS��
3�2� %R[ 1�������1DVVDX��%DKDPDV�

Dear wealth manager, are 
you motivated by budgets, 
sales targets and discre-
tionary bonuses? If so, EFG
Bank & Trust (Bahamas) Ltd 
is probably not the wealth 
manager for you.

Practitioners of the craft of wealth management

We are currently looking for four wealth managers. If you are interested in joining 
us, please get in touch with Steve Mackey, CEO, EFG Caribbean • T 1 242 502 5400 •
F 1 242 502 5487 • steve.mackey@efgbank.com

EFG Bank & Trust (Bahamas) Ltd is part of EFG International, which operates in 
over 50 locations in 30 countries • www.efginternational.com

The essence of wealth management is rela-

tionships; we create the conditions for them to 

flourish. Our wealth managers serve clients as 

they see fit, free from budgets, sales targets and 

arbitrary remuneration. Treated as professionals, 

they are empowered to run a business and re-

warded on their profit contribution. Appealing? 

At EFG, we’re looking for a different kind of 

wealth manager: a client-centred entrepreneur. 

Fans of internal bureaucracy need not apply.

EFG_Bank&Trust (Bahamas) - Recruitment 4.3”x 8”= 109.2 x 203.2 mm mirror format

AML Foods/City Markets
deal talks broke down

FROM page 1B

Supervalue chief opposes grocery store booze sales 
FROM page 1B

          



development (the I Group’s
proposed resort project)
going,” he said.

The I-Group’s vision for
Mayaguana initially included
plans for an airport, utilities, a
marina village, residential lots,
private villas and condos, two
200-room hotels, two golf
courses, an equestrian ranch
facility, a 500 acre industrial
park and nature preserves.

Mr Vanderpool-Wallace
said he anticipates a much
scaled-down version to
replace this vision when the
company returns to the island.

“If you look everywhere
around the world and see
investments being made,

these are difficulty times for
investors, so I wouldn’t be
surprised if they come back
with something a little less
ambitious,” he said, adding
that “no one on the planet
believed the original plans
would move along with pace
that they talked about origi-
nally”.

Negotiate
Meanwhile, the Govern-

ment continues to negotiate
the terms of its exit from the
joint venture it had initially
entered into with the I-Group
to develop Mayaguana -
negotiations that were first
revealed in July 2009.

“It’s very difficult,” said Mr

Vanderpool-Wallace of the
process of agreeing on the
terms of the Government’s
exit. 

“The reason it is taking so
long is because there is an
agreement already signed and
in place, and it’s a matter of
trying to find common ground
to get some development
moving forward Mayaguana.”

Mr Vanderpool-Wallace
told Tribune Business that
exactly which portions of the
10,000 acres in Crown Land

originally agreed to be grant-
ed to the I-Group under its
Heads of Agreement with the
Christie administration would
be rescinded by the current
government, under its pro-
posal to take back a 5,000-
acre tranche, is a significant
point at issue in these discus-
sions.

Nonetheless, Mr Vander-
pool-Wallace noted that the
proposal is that the company
could again get access to the
second 5,000 acres if it pro-

vides evidence of certain lev-
els of development being
achieved. 

The Minister had previous-
ly stated that it went against
this government’s approach
to development to grant large
areas of Crown Land all at
once without such evidence
being shown, with a “phased
approach” being preferred.

Phone calls and e-mails sent
to the I Group seeking com-
ment were not returned yes-
terday.
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Managing Director
The Barbados Light & Power Company Limited is a progressive organisation with a vision “to be an energy service provider, 
delivering world class service and reliability”.  The Company’s 500 strong staff serves approximately 120,000 customers with 
a total electricity demand of about 167 megawatts.

An attractive and competitive compensation package is being offered.

The Responsibilities

�

Bridgetown, St. Michael, Barbados 
� Tel: (246) 426-0821  � Fax: (246) 426-3971
�

�

�

“Career Path”, Caribbean Catalyst Inc., P.O.Box 152,

Email: careerpath@caribbeancatalyst.com 
Website: www.caribbeancatalyst.com 

The Company is seeking to recruit an experienced individual as its Managing Director to lead the organisation and ensure 
that it achieves the desired strategic and operational results through the prudent use of resources.  

� Formulate the strategic objectives of the Company in conjunction with the 
Board, and communicate these objectives to all stakeholders.

� Establish goals, targets and operational plans to achieve the strategy.

� Provide clear leadership, build a strong management team and promote 
a team culture throughout the organisation. 

� Monitor industry trends and other developments that can threaten the 
business, anticipate challenges, and seize opportunities to enhance 
Company performance.

� Ensure proper leadership development, performance management, 
succession and work force planning is in place for the company. 

� Build strong relationships with key stakeholders.

The Candidate

� Will possess an excellent understanding and knowledge of the electric 
utility business and strong capabilities in the broad disciplines of 
management.  These would normally be acquired through a first degree 
in a relevant professional discipline, post graduate training in business related 
studies, and a total of 10 years of management experience – 7 of them in a
utility environment. 

� Will work both independently and as a collaborative team member.

� Critical personal attributes are:

The successful candidate will, inter alia:

� strategic thinker who can readily see the “big” picture
� energetic and passionate leader
� excellent business acumen
� customer driven
� effective delegator
� substantive problem-solver
� strong communicator including active listener
� principle centered; effectively models the core values

Suitably qualified applicants interested in this exciting opportunity, should send their applications to Caribbean Catalyst Inc.,“Career 
Path: Managing Director”, P.O. Box 152 Bridgetown, St. Michael, Barbados, West Indies or email it to careerpath@caribbeancatalyst.com 
no later than Tuesday November 16, 2010.

VINCENT 
VANDERPOOL-WALLACE

FROM page 1B

5,000-acre return holds up $1.8bn development

 



BENJAMIN TIMMINS,
Associated Press
LONDON 

A British newspaper
launched its condensed and
cheaper version on Tuesday in
hopes of luring back dwindling
numbers of paper readers and
resuscitating poor sales.

The Independent, owned by
Russian tycoon Alexander
Lebedev, launched the spin-off
called "i'' — a daily tabloid that
shares the main paper's editor-
ial staff, but focuses on news
briefs and digested opinion
pieces aimed at "time-poor
newspaper readers" and
younger people.

The new daily will cost just
20 pence ($0.32), compared to
The Independent, which costs 1
pound ($1.59).

Andrew Mullins, the new
paper's managing editor, said
it will bring in readers who have

shunned paid dailies. "We are
creating a newspaper for the
21st century," he said. 

Found in 1986, The Inde-
pendent has the smallest circu-
lation out of all of Britain's 11
national daily papers, which
have all suffered from decreas-
ing sales. 

The Independent currently
sells around 183,000 a day,
down from about 250,000 in

2006. The paper was bought for
1 pound ($1.58) in March by
Lebedev, who also owns The
Evening Standard. That paper
received a boost in circulation
when it became a free daily in
2009. The condensed "i'' has a
daily sales potential of more
than 200,000, Mullins said in an
e-mail to The Associated Press.

But analysts were skeptical
that the new paper's "at-a-

glance" strategy and low price
can achieve its aims.

"I think 'i' is an attempt by
the publishers to have their
cake and read it too," said
George Brock, Head of Jour-
nalism at City University Lon-
don. "They've got a serious
quality paper costing too much
to run and they want to try and
pull off the trick of using its
material in a briefer ... slicker
way."

Brock also said the digested
read may not have enough sub-
stance. "You've got to have
substance for people to want
to read your newspaper, at any
price," he said. "But I think 'i'
doesn't have very much of it."

Some readers, however, have
responded positively. On its
first day, "i'' received numer-
ous good wishes and comments
on Twitter, with many suggest-
ing the paper compares favor-
ably to its main rival — the 1.3
million-daily-circulation free
paper Metro.

"I think ('i' is) definitely a
step up from Metro in the terms
of its news agenda," said David
Bennett, 27, a web designer.

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

BUSINESS

PAGE 6B, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2010                                                                                                                                 THE TRIBUNE

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

'U��/LX�=HOLQ��/HR�
+DV 029('�IURP�9LOODJH�5RDG�WR�:LQFKHVWHU�6WUHHW��3DOPGDOH
1HZ�SKRQH�QXPEHU�DUH���������������������FHOO����������

0LUDFXORXV�&KLQHVH�0HGLFDO�'RFWRU
6WRS�3DLQ�,Q�$�0LQXWHV

ATLANTIC MEDICAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue, P.O. Box SS-5915, Nassau

Tel. 356-5433 www.cgigroup.bm
A member of Colonial Group International: Insurance, Health, Pensions, Life

$300,000 life cover for
the price* of a coffee
per day! No medical      
required! 

CALL 356-5433 or visit www.cgigroup.bm

*applies male age 30

NEW YORK 

Stocks had slight gains in late afternoon trading Tuesday after a
rise in consumer confidence offset disappointing news on home
prices and earnings.

The Dow Jones industrial average rose about 15 points. Stocks
started the day lower after weak results from Texas Instruments
Inc., U.S. Steel Corp. and Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. Shares of
Dow component DuPont fell after the chemical maker's earnings
fell. A better report about consumer confidence in October helped
stocks pare their losses and then edge higher in afternoon trading.

"The consumer confidence numbers were encouraging," said
Bernie McSherry, vice president of strategic initiatives at Cut-
tone and Co. It's a sign shoppers "may be reaching into their wal-
lets heading into the holiday shopping season."

Ford Motor Co. and Coach Inc. were among the few bright
spots in the big batch of earnings reports released Tuesday.

Drugmaker Bristol-Myers Squibb reported a better-than-expect-
ed profit, but revenue fell short of forecasts. Sales were hurt by the
health care overhaul bill passed earlier this year.

U.S. Steel surprised analysts by reporting a quarterly loss, while
chipmaker Texas Instruments said it expects sales to moderate dur-
ing the fourth quarter because of low consumer demand.

Traders were also moving out of riskier assets as the dollar
strengthened. A stronger dollar makes stocks and commodities
more expensive because they are priced in dollars. The dollar
rose against Japan's yen and the euro Tuesday.

British newspaper launches
new, condensed companion

(AP Photo/Ian West/PA)
IN THE NEWS: A man collect a copy of the new newspaper I at a
newsstand in London, Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2010. 

NAIL-BITING:
Peter Tuchman
works on the
floor of the New
York Stock
Exchange,
Tuesday, Oct.
19, 2010, in
New York. 

WALL STREET:STOCKS WAVER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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TOM KRISHER,
AP Auto Writer
DETROIT 

The most problem-free cars
and trucks are made by Hon-
da and Toyota, but Ford is
closing in fast and General
Motors is making big quality
improvements, according to
Consumer Reports maga-
zine's 2010 reliability rank-
ings.

Ford and GM continue to
narrow the large quality gap
that once separated Toyota
and other Asian automakers
from their Detroit rivals.
Large overhauls of American
car companies in the last few
years have resulted in fewer
brands and better vehicles
from Detroit.

This year's rankings, based
on a survey of about 960,000
magazine subscribers, also
restored recommended rat-
ings for several recalled Toy-
ota models and bumped up a
pair of Korean brands.
Chrysler, however, continued
to languish.

Consumer Reports ratings
are widely used by buyers
shopping for cars and trucks.
The magazine is the third-
largest factor used by Ameri-
cans to pick vehicles, topped
only by brand loyalty and rec-
ommendations from friends
and family.

For the third year in a row,
Toyota's Scion brand had the
fewest problems of any brand
in the survey. The Toyota
brand ranked sixth. Lexus,
which had been a top finisher
in past years, fell to ninth.

Scion has only three older
models with few options, and
as a result, there is less chance
for reliability problems, said
David Champion, senior
director of auto testing for
Consumer Reports.

Toyota generally fared well
in the survey despite recall-

ing more than 10 million vehi-
cles worldwide for a variety
of problems including sticky
gas pedals, floor mats that
trap the accelerator and brake
fluid leaks.

Knock
"Toyota's taken a slight

knock from the issues with
their recalls," Champion said.

The magazine's survey asks
owners to ignore recalls
unless they have experienced
a problem, easing the impact,
he said. Lexus, however, has
expanded its model lineup but
the quality has slipped.

The Ford brand ranked
10th, still four slots below
Toyota and six below Honda.
But Champion said the Dear-
born, Mich., automaker has
several individual models that
are better quality than Toy-
otas.

The company is led by its
Fusion midsize sedan, which
outranked Honda's Accord
and Toyota's Camry. Ford's
quality resurgence began
around 2005 and has contin-
ued in small steps ever since,
Champion said. General
Motors showed the most
improvement, but Champion
said it still has a long way to
go. GM had 69 models with
average or better reliability,
up from only 21 last year.
GM's top-ranked brand was
Chevrolet at 17th.

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS

A look at economic developments and
activity in major stock markets around the
world Tuesday:

___

LONDON — Britain's economy grew 0.8
percent in the third quarter, twice as fast as
economists had expected and perhaps calm-
ing fears of a double-dip recession.

The growth followed a rate of 1.2 percent
— a nine-year high — in the second quarter,
when restocking of inventories and con-
struction surged. The combined expansion
was the strongest back-to-back performance
by the British economy in a decade, the
Office for National Statistics said.

___

BERLIN — A leading survey showed
German consumer confidence is steady, with
an improvement in views about the eco-
nomic outlook offset by a drop in personal
income expectations.

Shares dropped in Europe, however. Ger-
many's DAX index closed down 0.4 percent,
France's CAC-40 was 0.5 percent lower and
in Britain, the FTSE 100 index fell 0.8 per-
cent.

___

TOKYO — Japan's Cabinet approved an
extra budget to help finance $63 billion of
stimulus spending aimed at spurring the
country's lackluster economy as it battles
deflation and a strong yen.

Shares mostly fell in Asia. The Nikkei 225
stock average closed down 0.3 percent, Aus-
tralia's S&P/ASX 200 shed 0.5 percent, Hong
Kong's Hang Seng index slipped 0.1 percent
and the Shanghai Composite Index fell 0.3
percent. South Korea's Kospi added 0.2 per-
cent.

___

DUBLIN — Ireland's government said it
must slash euro15 billion ($20.8 billion) from
its annual budgets in a four-year plan
designed to bring Europe's highest deficit
back within EU limits.

___

BRUSSELS — ArcelorMittal, the world's

biggest steel maker, posted Tuesday a 48
percent jump in third-quarter net profit, but
said higher raw material prices and muted
demand dampened its expectations for the
rest of the year.

___

CANBERRA, Australia — Key lawmak-
ers signaled they might scuttle the Singa-
pore Exchange's $8.3 billion cash and shares
takeover offer for the operator of the Aus-
tralian bourse.

___

PARIS — French garbage collectors wad-
ed through mounds of reeking trash as they
headed back to work and some oil workers
deserted their picket lines in signs of fading
momentum in the battle against raising the
retirement age.

___

ATHENS, Greece — Greece's central
bank governor says the government must
not relent in its planned deficit-cutting efforts
but warns against further tax increases, which
would deepen the recession.

GLOBALECONOMICNEWS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BUSINESS CALL: British Business Secretary
Vince Cable arrives at Downing Street, Lon-
don, for a Cabinet meeting Tuesday Oct. 26,
2010.    
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Toyota and Honda lead the
quality rankings but GM gains

SPEED MERCHANT: Matthew Brown assembles a six speed trans-
mission at the Ford Motor Company Van Dyke Transmission Plant
in Sterling Heights, Mich., Monday, Oct. 25, 2010. The most
problem-free cars and trucks still are made by Honda and Toyota,
but Ford is closing in fast and General Motors is making big qual-
ity improvements, according to Consumer Reports magazine’s
2010 rankings.
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(AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, file)
SMOOTH OPERATOR: In this July 26, 2010 file photo, Ford’s Group Vice President, Global Product Devel-
opment, Derrick Kuzak helps unveil the 2011 Ford Explorer at the Ford world headquarters in Dearborn,
Michigan.  
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Just a few images of what, we the
Bahamas, looked like 40...50...60

years in the past.Flash Back

May 22,1967
The running of the first Bahamas 500 mile powerboat race.

Below:
Odell Lewis being inter-
viewed after wining the
500 in his Mona Lou III
no 49. Mr Lewis shown
here with his navigator is
from Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin. They completed
the race in 12 hours, 36
minutes and 20 seconds

BY ROLAND ROSE

By JEFFARAH GIBSON
Tribune Features Writer

FIRST you select the wine
of choice and after pour-
ing it into the cleanest

glass you can find hold it
against either a white cloth or
white piece of paper and then
examine it. 

What does the colour look like: is
it reddish, is it a deep brown, yel-
low, or gold? Swirl it around- are
the legs thick or thin? What does
the tint around the rim look like?

Take a whiff, do you smell the
fresh aroma of apricots? Taste it.
What is  the texture l ike,  is  i t
smooth,  or harsh? Does it leave an
after taste, or did the taste go down
as you swallowed.

All of these pointers are things
that you should consider when you
partake in any wine tasting exer-
cise. And if you plan to attend the
20th annual Bahamas National
Trust Wine and Arts Festival this
Saturday at the Retreat on Village
Road these pointers can surely be
used.

Tribune Taste spoke to Rusty
Scates wine division and catering
manager at Bristol Wines & Spir-
its on Gladstone Road who gave a
few tips on wine tasting.

The three steps in tasting wine
are: Sight, Smell and Taste.

As wine tasting is a multi sensory
exercise, Mr Scates said one must
use most of their senses to effec-
tively examine wine.

“There is a formula to wine tast-
ing. And this formula involves sight,
smell, taste, and after taste,” he said. 

When it comes to examining the
appearance of wine taking note of
the colour of the wine  can give an
idea of the wine’s age.

“Colour varies greatly even with-
in the same type of wine. For exam-
ple, white wines are not actually
white, they range from green to yel-
low, to gold and brown. Deeper
colour in a white wine is usually an
indication of more flavour and age
and possibly more complexity.

However if the wine has turned
brown, it  may have gone off .
Whereas age improves many red
wines, it is not good for most (not
all) white wines. Red wines are not
just red; they range from pale red to
a deep brown red, usually becoming
lighter in colour as they age. While
looking at the wine also look to see
if it is cloudy or clear of if there is
any sediment in the glass. This will
give you an idea of the condition
of the wine,” Mr Scates explained.

Every wonder why people swirl
their wine glass? Mr Scates said
swirling the wine lets you examine
it’s body.

“The way the wine streams down
the side of the glass tells you much
about the wine. These streams are
called ‘legs’ and good legs may indi-
cate a thicker body and higher alco-
hol content,” he said.

After swirling the wine, smell it.
Take in the aromas and think about
what you smell.

“It may be difficult at first to
describe the aromas but with prac-
tice you will notice similarities and
differences between wines. Take
your time to evaluate the wine. You
may even want to write down your
impressions, trying to describe
exactly what you smell,” he said.

You have completed two stages of
wine tasting- now its time to taste
the wine.

“The initial stage is the first
impression of the wine and it is
where the wine awakens your sens-
es. Then swirl the wine around the
inside of your mouth and draw in
some air.”

The next thing Mr Scates said to
do is examine the body and texture
of the wine and assess whether it is
harsh or smooth.

The final stage of your wine tast-
ing experience is the aftertaste or
the finish. At this point you want
to take a moment to assess the
wine’s overall flavour. 

Mr Scates suggest taking note of
things like, the impression left on
your tongue or, the texture of the
wine and if it was appropriate for
the type of wine.

The art of wine tasting 
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OCTOBER 27 - WEDNESDAY
Islands of the
World Fashion
Week Film Series

• Islands of the World
Fashion Week presents its
Fashion in Film Series with
the screening of “Valenti-
no,” 8pm at Galleria Cine-
mas West.

OCTOBER 28 - THURSDAY
1st Atlantic Canada/
Bahamian Golf
Tournament

• The Construction
Industry, in conjunction
with the Bahamas' Home
and Builder's Show, pre-
sent the 1st Atlantic Cana-
da/Bahamian Golf Tour-
nament, 3pm at the Cable
Beach Golf Course. Cost:
$90, includes nine holes of
golf, hours d'ouvres, door
prizes, presentations, cash
bar and business mixer.
Proceeds in aid of Ran-
furly Home for Children.
Email:
ncurtis@bahcon.com Tele-
phone: 677-5094.

OCTOBER 29 - FRIDAY
“Haunted 
Halloween”

• Heineken Green
World presents “Haunted
Halloween”, an all-inclu-
sive event you dare not
miss! Cost: $20/with cos-
tumes; $30/without cos-
tumes. Gates open 8pm at
The Secret Gardens.

OCTOBER 30 - SATURDAY
Annual Ranfurly
Home for 
Children Raffle
and Mini Fair

• The Ranfurly Home
for Children hosts its
annual raffle and mini fair
to help raise funds for its
daily operation. 12pm-6pm
on the Home's grounds.
Tickets: $1/per ticket;
$20/per book. Prizes
include a 2011 Suzuki
Swift, jewellery, gift certifi-
cates to both Super Value
and City Market, and so
much more! Telephone:
393-3115.

NOVEMBER 3 - WEDNESDAY
Islands of the
World Fashion
Week Film Series

• The Islands of the
World Fashion Week's
Fashion in Film Series con-
tinues with the screening
of the ever-popular “Devil
Wears Prada”, 8pm at Gal-
leria Cinemas.

By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

THE Ministry of Tourism
and the Bahamas Agri-
cultural and Industrial

Corporation (BAIC) are com-
ing together on Saturday,
October 29 to October 31 to
present the 13th annual
BahamArts Festival 2010
which will  showcase more
than 100 booths filled with
Bahamian arts and crafts.

The event will take place at the Her-
itage Village, Arawak Cay Fish, starting
10 am to 11 pm daily. 

The theme for this year's festival is
called “Endless Possibilities.” The mis-
sion is to bring together artisans and
artists throughout the Commonwealth
of The Bahamas to cultivate a ‘Craft
Village’ which displays indigenous
Bahamian made products, souvenirs
and gifts for both tourists and locals
alike. 

The event will feature interesting arts,
crafts, clothing, accessories, jewelry,
packaged and processed foods that will

be displayed throughout the one hun-
dred booths during this three day event.

This year, BAIC expects participa-
tion from 30 Family Island Handicraft
Associations which have been formed as
a result of their intense handicraft train-
ing initiatives throughout the Family
Islands over the past three 3 years.

According to the BAIC, this year’s
National Craft Week will include the
following events: “ National Church
Service, BNCA’s Annual General
Meeting and the BahamArts Festival
which features the likes of the Victory of
the Bands, Gala Tea Party and Gospel
concert.” 

Tribune understands that apart from
the actual events, the BAIC’s Handi-
craft Department will honour Louise
Bullard as it’s 2010 BahamArts Hon-
oree. Ms Bullard hails from Mangrove
Cay, Andros. 

“ Titta ,as she is fondly called, has
been plaiting straw since her paternal
grandmother taught her, before she lost
her sight as a teenager. Her grand-
mother made mats using the fifteen
string and eleven string plaits on a
wooden frame made of sticks.” 

Ms Bullard moved to Nassau as a
teenager to work at the Salvation Army
and retired after eight years. “Titta has

been plaiting straw to sell to vendors
and is seen here with her latest role of
coconut and top plait. She has three
children, numerous other relatives and
attends Holy Family Catholic Church on
Robinson Road.” 

The Official Opening Ceremony on
Friday will be moderated by Charlene
Lockhart-Bain of the Ragged Island
Craft Association along with Lilian
McDonald of the Grand Bahama Craft
Association.

There will be a prelude by The Roy-
al Bahamas Police Force Band and a
presentation of the islands by The Roy-
al Bahamas Defence Force Rangers.

Going further, there will also be a
chance for people to view the Blowing
Of The Conch Shell followed by a wel-
come and remarks by Edison Key, MP
Executive Chairman/BAIC. Also, a per-
formance by the Centre for the Deaf
School is scheduled to be apart of the
activities.

After the opening ceremony on Fri-
day, October 29, 2010, there will be the
best booth and best product contest and
great Bahamian entertainment through-
out the day that will end with the won-
derful music of Falcon and the Band.

On Saturday, the “Victory of the
Bands” which is said to be extremely

well received by the public, will start at
2 pm and will include school and com-
munity bands, competing for first, sec-
ond and third place prizes. The night
will again feature Falcon and the Band
and various artisans.

Sunday afternoon will be the Gala
Tea party at 2 pm where persons will

compete in a table decorating contest
and have “finger foods” with Bahamian
drinks, such as lemonade and bush teas. 

A Bahamian Gospel Explosion fea-
turing various praise teams, gospel
choirs, youth choirs and individual artists
will start at 6 pm. The entire festival
will close with a Junkanoo parade.

Bahamas National Craft Association’s
13th annual BahamArts Festival

(L-R): Former Governor General His Excellency AD Hanna, several Bahamian beau-
ty queens, Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham, other government and BAIC officials and
the BahamArts 2009 honouree cutting the ribbon, Doris Cleo Grant Strachan.
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

AN official selection has been set
for a short motion picture film "Eros"
to be screened at this year's seventh
annual Bahamas International Film
Festival (BIFF).

The writer and director of the film,
Andrew Blum of New York City
expressed that being selected is “
overwhelming.” 

BIFF is a non-profit organisation
committed to providing the local com-
munity and international festival-
goers with a diverse presentation of
films from the Bahamas and around
the world.

In addition to showcasing films that
might not otherwise be released the-
atrically, BIFF provides unique cul-
tural experiences, educational pro-
grammes, and forums for exploring
the past, present and future of cine-
ma. BIFF aims to raise the level of
filming, participation and education
throughout the Bahamas and the
world.

Mr Blum told Tribune Entertain-
ment that BIFF would be their first
big festival they take part in. " We
had a few screenings around New
York City recently, but they were
quite humble," he said.

" I knew that BIFF had screened
some very fine movies in the past,
and I was humbled to have been invit-
ed. This film is really important to
me, and I am always happy for the
opportunity for new people to see it." 

Mr Blum said: " On a more per-
sonal level, I'm always looking for
new excuses to travel. I have never
been to the Bahamas before. I'm
from New York, and I'm really excit-
ed for the great Bahamas weather. I
feel very lucky that my first film is
being so well received"

According to Mr Blum, there was
not much to prepare for the festival,
except for the travel reservations. "
There are four of us coming down
that includes myself, the film's pro-
ducer, editor, and composer. We fin-
ished the film about three months
ago," he said. 

Going further, he said he has nev-
er actually made a fictional film
before. He has always thought that he
wanted to make documentaries,
believing that documentaries con-
tained more truth than works of fic-
tion. " Seeing this film as a way to
either confirm my idea, or prove me
wrong, I know it would be a process
I’d have to take seriously and dedi-
cate a good deal of energy to in order
to be fully satisfied," he said.  

Mr Blum continued: " I am just
starting out in the film Industry. I'm
always reluctant to tell people, but
I'm only twenty-one years old. I
guess I feel like my age ruins my
credibility. I'm still a full-time col-
lege student, as well as a filmmaker.
I also work full time as the 'Director
of Production' for the British Broad-
casting Corporation (BBC) televi-
sion show "Talking Movies." 

In the film Blum delivers a heart
warming tale of love and relation-
ships that many can relate to. He
said, "When I wrote the film, I was in
the middle of my first long term rela-
tionship. My girlfriend at the time
and I were having some problems
connecting. It was at that point that I
first learned that the present is not a
linear extension of the past. For me,
and I presume for others, the past
and the present are oftentimes more
conflated.

" I find it difficult to condense my
feelings about this film into a few
paragraphs of text. My first instinct is
to acknowledge the extent to which
the film is the collaborative process
of many minds and creative ener-
gies. I can think of no better way to
make a film than to bring the feelings
and talents of those I respect most
into one exhibitive whole."

BIFF set to screen Short Film “EROS”

Local writer and magazine edi-
tor Diane Phillips, right, pre-
sents a copy of Air Currents

magazine featuring a story on
West Palm Beach's revitaliza-

tion to the city's Mayor Lois
Frankel, following a presenta-

tion by Mrs Phillips to the
WPB City Commission. The

South Florida city's $30 million
rebirth caught the magazine's

attention with many of the
city's issues mirroring those in

Nassau, where the editor is
based. "Like cities throughout
the world that have fallen vic-

tim to a rush to the suburbs
and more recently to gated

communities, West Palm
Beach had to play by the two

basic magnets of winning
friends and influencing busi-

ness to move back in," Mrs
Phillips wrote. "It had to be
clean and safe. But beyond

that it had to create an envi-
ronment that made a state-

ment and offered a wow fac-
tor." The article helped cele-

brate West Palm Beach's suc-
cess story and the official

opening of the 'new' city, an
event that drew some 80,000
people. The magazine's cover

featured an architectural re-
birth closer to home, the Bul-

lion in the British Colonial
Hilton. Air Currents is the offi-

cial in-flight publication of
Continental Connection operat-
ed by Gulfstream International
Airlines, serving approximately
one million passengers a year

between Florida and The
Bahamas.

PRESENTATION TO MAYOR Photo courtesy of Richard Brown

ANDREW BLUM
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By ALESHA CADET
Tribune Features Reporter

Karina Glinton crowned Miss Elizabeth PLP 2010!
The Elizabeth Branch of the Progressive

Liberal Party came together to host the
Miss Elizabeth PLP 2010 Beauty Pageant

featuring contestants that performed
admirably and demonstrated their beauty,
character, talent, intellect, and commitment to
the Elizabeth community.

The event was held at the Rainforest Theatre,Wyn-
dham Crystal Palace Hotel on Saturday, October 23.

After eight weeks of preparation, each of the con-
testants represented the constituency of Elizabeth
with excellence. While all of the contestants were seen
as winners, there was only one that was able to be
crowned as the ultimate winner and carry the title of
Miss Elizabeth PLP 2010.

Member of Parliament for Elizabeth, L Ryan Pinder
extended congratulations to the  contestants: Miss
Sage Alcove - Diondra Smith, Miss Tuvalu Court  -
Bronique Wilson, Miss Orchard Close - Karina Glin-
ton and Miss Riviera Lane - Gabrielle Mckinney, Miss
Pollen Close - Derricka McDonald and Miss Opaco
Way - Janelle Hart. 

In a statement Mr Pinder congratulated  Karina
Glinton who captured the judges to be crowned the
new Miss Elizabeth PLP 2010. “ I am confident that
Karina Glinton will represent the Elizabeth Con-
stituency well,” he said.

He continued: “ In Elizabeth, my team focuses on
community building. It is for this reason that the
pageant was designed as more than a traditional beau-
ty pageant.  The host committee ensured that the
pageant was structured so as to include events that
focused on community development and commitment,
as well as character building in our young ladies.”  

The contestants participated in a number of com-
munity events, including visits to the Willie Mae Pratt
Centre for Girls, local educational institutions and
churches. “ I am pleased with the personal growth of
all the contestants. Each contestant is a future leader
in the Elizabeth constituency and a true asset to the
community as a whole,” he said.

As part of her prize Karina Glinton will receive a
two-year scholarship to The College of the Bahamas to
continue her current studies in accounting. “ In Eliz-
abeth, we believe that education is an important ele-
ment in the development of our youth, and encourage
all to pursue their dreams through education and
training,” said Mr Pinder. 

LIZZY QUEEN: Karin Glinton poses in her costume during the pageant motorcade and left with Eliz-
abeth MP Ryan Pinder after being crowned Miss Elizabeth 2010.
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TRUDY Barry
can't draw! 

This is probably unbelievable after
seeing how she turns the human figure
into an expressionistic art piece. What is
also intriguing is that most of her body
art work was completed with the help of
q-tips and baby wipes.

"I can't draw. It is something that I
would love to learn how to do because if
I am able to sketch my ideas before
hand, I think my vision of what I want to
see on a person's body can come alive,"
said the artist.

Although she has done face painting as
Kocoo the clown for her company
Unique Facial Art & Designs Kocoo, she
turned into “Selina” (the name that she
paints under) the body artist over night.

"I attended a week long conference
that would assist me with my clown com-
pany but I ended up only staying for two
days. But when I got to this workshop I
saw naked models just walking all around.
They were in the nude and they were so
comfortable with their nudity and then I
realised it wasn't about the nudity

anymore it was about the art,” she said.
Now when she gets ready to paint tiger

stripes the human figure becomes her
canvas. 

“I don’t see breasts, or legs or arms,
what I see is a canvas where I can paint my
visions,” she said.

On November 28 “Selina” will intro-
duce herself and her work to the Bahamas
in a nude gallery still image show enti-
tled “Crazy Beautiful” which will be held
at Superclub Breezes in the Ocean View
Suite. The show is a collaboration between
Selina and two upcoming Bahamian pho-
tographers Kovah Duncombe and Lamon
Bethel.

The nude gallery show, will open with a
live body painting demonstration by guest
artists from the United States.

The show will also feature a silent auc-
tion, where individuals will be able to pur-
chase pictures of her body art work.

It has always been “Selina’s” goal to
bring to the forefront talented young indi-
viduals and she said the show aims to do
just that.

"As a young artist I know that we have
a number of talented young photogra-
phers out there who produce good work

and they are just two who I decided to
work with," she told Tribune Arts.

“I want to get young artists known
because they do an excellent job. We have
talented young individuals in the Bahamas
who can facilitate any event like movies, or
music videos or wherever it is needed.”

Part of the proceeds from the silent
auction will be donated to the Elizabeth
Estates home through the HLB Founda-
tion which Selina is the local administra-
tor.

“I chose the Elizabeth Estates home
because often times you hear about char-
itable events in aid of the Ranfurly home
but I hardly every hear things about the
Elizabeth Estates home so that is the rea-
son why.”

And when she is not Kocoo the clown,
Selina, or working as at her accountant
job, she is engaging herself with projects at
the Elizabeth Estates Home. 

“I did an Easter extravaganza where I
painted the kids’ faces and that gave me so
much joy because I don’t have any kids
and it gave me great joy to see those kids’
smile and as of right now those kids are
my own social project,” the artist

explained.
“Selina” paints for Bennigans on Tues-

days and at the Sandals Royal Bahamian
Resort on Wednesday’s and Friday’s.

Additionally she will be painting for
Halloween at a secret location. Persons
interested can contact her at 465-2505.

uT lBa fE iu
By JEFFARAH GIBSON • Tribune Features Writer

QUICK LEARNER: In just two day “Selina” learnt to make artistic expression on the body.

‘I don’t see breasts, 
or legs or arms, 

what I see is a canvas 
where I can paint my visions.’

- Selina
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