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China trip agenda

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

Volume: 106  No.268 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2010           PRICE – 75¢  (Abaco and Grand Bahama $1.25)

WEATHER

SUN, T-STORMS
ARE POSSIBLE

HIGH  88F
LOW  76F

Ingraham plans to meet
business leaders and
government officials

The Tribune
THE PEOPLE’S PAPER – BIGGEST AND BEST

BAHAMAS EDITION

McCOMBO
OF THE DAY

NEW
!

www.tribune242.com

BAHAMAS BIGGEST

CARS FOR SALE,
HELP WANTED

AND REAL ESTATEIN
SI

DE

AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus
MEDAL GLORY: Shown (left to right) are Trevor Barry, Donald Thomas, and Botswana's Kabelo Kgosiemang with their medals for the men's
high jump at the Commonwealth Games in New Delhi, India, on Sunday, October  10. Thomas and Barry won gold and silver respectively.

n SEE SPORTS ON PAGE 15

STATE OF DISREPAIR: Former Minister Shane Gibson points to
the above property as an example of sloppy workmanship.

A THREE-year-old is
one of four victims of three
holiday weekend shootings.

Police are continuing their
investigations into these inci-
dents. The first shooting
occurred shortly before 6
pm on Friday, October 8. 

Police received informa-
tion of a shooting at Union
Village off Wulff Road.

Officers responded and
were told that a three-year-

THREE-YEAR-OLD 
HURT IN SHOOTING

BAHAMAS STRIKE GOLD AND SILVER

By TANEKA 
THOMPSON
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net

PRIME Minister Hubert Ingraham, in an
interview with The Tribune, said he intends
to personally discuss aspects of the proposed
Baha Mar project, which continues to be of
“concern” to his Government, when he meets
with the leaders of the China State Construc-
tion Company and the China Export Import
Bank during his trip to China next week. 

Mr Ingraham gave details of this consider-
ably important visit and the issues he hopes to

SEE page 13

By PAUL G TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

SHODDY work at a num-
ber of government built
homes was criticised yester-
day by the former Minister of
House Shane Gibson.

Having been heavily criti-
cised in the past for the same
practice, Mr Gibson said that
he was blown away by the
hypocrisy of the current gov-
ernment that claimed that

‘Sloppy’ work at govt-built homes under fire
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SEE page 12

IN its report on the title
issues relating to disputed
land in Pinewood Gardens,
Arawak Homes Ltd claimed
that it is not its “policy” to
demolish all structures that
were illegally built on its prop-
erty.

If such action were to be
taken in the “rare” instance,
Arawak Homes said that this

would be done only if the
structure was placed in such a
position that its continued
existence would render it
impracticable to provide
infrastructure to adjoining lot
owners, or if the structure is
placed in such a position that

Arawak Homes: We have no ‘policy’
to demolish illegally built structures 

SEE page 12

SEE page 14

KEY TALKS:
Hubert Ingraham

By AVA TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
aturnquest@tribunemedia.net

BIMINI residents are still
trying to make sense of the
weekend shooting that crit-
ically injured two men at a
bar and led to the discovery
of a bullet-riddled body in
Alice Town.

The man’s body, which
was said to have been found
in a bushy area near the
Recession Bar, was clothed

Bullet-riddled
body found,
two men are
badly injured

SEE page 14
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“Lowest Prices On The Island”

PROTESTING: The Workers Party held a Pro-Hanging march yester-
day, starting in Village Road and continuing to the College of the
Bahamas before returning.

CALLING FOR JUSTICE: The mother of a murder victim holds a
photograph of her son.

PLACARD-WAVING relatives of
murder victims were among
those who took to the streets to
call for hanging. The march was
organised by the Workers Party,
which wants capital punishment
for those convicted of murder.

Felipé Major
/Tribune staff

Hanging
FORMarch

 



Pictured above is the
eight-seater GA8 Air Van
aircraft flown by FYP
Builders Mall president
Mark Roberts, which crash
landed at Little Whale Cay
on Wednesday afternoon
last week.

Suffering substantial facial
injuries a fractured verte-
brae and two broken ankles,
Mr Roberts has undergone
eye-surgery at Jackson
Memorial Hospital and was
said to be in “good spirits.”

Flying from Fort Laud-
erdale to Nassau after a
short vacation, he and his
family – wife, Louise, and
parents, Mr and Mrs Larry
Roberts – had planned to
stop at Little Whale Cay on
their way to Nassau. How-
ever, they changed their
plans about stopping at the
small private cay. Mark
decided to fly low over the
cay to signal that he would
not be stopping.

“We were caught in a
downdraft,” said Mark.
“The wind was about 40
miles per hour.”

He said he was flying on
the edge of a trough, got
sucked into a tree and
crashed on Little Whale
Cay. The plane did not flip
over as was earlier report-
ed.

His father, Mr Larry
Roberts, of Bahamas Real-
ty, suffered two fractured
vertebrae in the accident.
He is now in a brace, but
was not detained in hospi-
tal.
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Photograph reveals
plane crash horror

MARK ROBERTS

 



EDITOR, The Tribune.

When you think compas-
sion, who or what do you
think about?

The question of compas-
sion often gets bandied
about by the political class.
This candidate or political
party is more compassion-
ate than that standard bear-
er or organisation.

Groups like the Rotary
Clubs of The Bahamas, The
Bahamas Association for
the Physically Disabled, The
Bahamas Crisis Centre, The
Cancer Society of The
Bahamas, and many of the
people involved in them, to
name but a few, are com-
passionate. Political candi-

dates do not fit an honest
description of compassion.

As Mr. Lawrence Reed,
President of the Foundation
for Economic Education
(FEE) and president emeri-
tus of the Mackinac Centre
for Public Policy tells us:

"True compassion is a
bulwark of strong families
and communities, of liberty
and self-reliance, while the
false compassion of the sec-
ond usage (government com-
passion) is fraught with great
danger and dubious results.
True compassion is people
helping people out of a gen-
uine sense of caring. It is not
asking your legislator or
congressman to do it for
you. True compassion
comes from your heart, not
from government treasuries.
True compassion is a deeply
personal thing, not a cheque
from a distant bureaucracy."
(Emphasis added) 

In other words, are we
really compassionate when
we call on the government
to help people or simply fob-
bing the problem off to
every taxpayer in the coun-
try?

Obviously there are many

people in need and we
should all do our part, but as
Professor Walter Williams
said:

"The act of reaching into
one's own pockets to help a
fellow man in need (or per-
sonally volunteering) is
praiseworthy and laudable.
Reaching into someone
else's pocket is despicable
and worthy of condemna-
tion." (Emphasis added).

Before we ask Parliament
to do something, should we
consider doing something,
anything, ourselves?

How or why some peo-
ple come to the conclusion
that the government is the
last bastion of all that is
good is a mystery. Just look
at the evidence!

Anyone can be a hero
with the power to take mon-
ey from the general popula-
tion under the threat of fines
or jail time and hand it to
whomever they choose. 

It's the morality of it that
the taxpayer should consid-
er. 

RICK LOWE
Nassau,
October, 2010.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

It is said that “we create
most of our problems yester-
day that we seek to resolve
today.”

Let me state clearly that I
am not against “Fun Days”
for Public School students as I
do believe in recreation, social
interaction and yes, of course,
fun times for youths of all
ages from Kindergarten to
university. 

However, what I am saying
is that we must be careful
what we promote and support
that further destroys and
breaksdown the very moral
foundation of our nation’s
youth and wider society that
we are trying hard everyday
to build-up through the class-
room, positive programmes
and other teachings.

I am quite aware that this
might not be a popular stand
or position that I am taking,
but I know that we have
enough social dilemmas and
immoral situations in our pub-
lic schools right now that we
don’t need to further promote
any more vulgarity and vio-
lence through the music that
is played at some of our sec-
ondary school dances that
occurs during or on their indi-
vidual school fun or dress-up
days.

It is said that “dry-sex”, stu-
dents shaking, feeling and
rubbing up on one another
closely occurs during many of

our public school dances. This
kind of behaviour does not
promote a safe school envi-
ronment for our nation’s
youth and the Ministry of
Education should ban all pub-
lic school dances during
school hours. Also, parents
should not support these
kinds of events in the school
culture and environment.

After these dances, the
school is left with many social
issues that guidance counsel-
lors, teachers and administra-
tors have to try to resolve in
the best way possible; from
“girl/boyfriend” drama, to stu-
dents being caught on cam-
pus in compromising positions
and acts and other issues that
I wish not to disclose in this
article.

Additionally, the mental,
emotional and psychological
damage that occurs to some
students during and after
these dances are almost
irreparable as the effects of
the dance affects some stu-
dents negatively for a long
time afterward, even after
they finish high school.

What messages are we
sending to our students? 

They are confused because
we are sending them mixed
messages.

(1) One day we are saying
to them it is okay to dance
one with another and we
allow them to rub up and
touch each other inappropri-
ately in the dance. 

(2) The next day at school
we say to them do not touch
the opposite sex in a sexual
way. Which of the aforemen-
tioned do we want them to
do? 

How do we want our stu-
dents to behave? Do we want
them to display good behav-
iour and have good morals
sometimes or are we going to
continue to allow, promote
and feed them garbage
through music that creates
sexual arousal and negative
behaviour? 

We must decide today.
We must not sacrifice the

morality of our students and
our nation’s youth for a few
thousand dollars to finance
some programmes, projects
or activities of the school. In
the long run the moral princi-
ples that we are trying to
teach and instil in our student,
we are slowly destroying
through allowing these
ungodly, indecent and
immoral dances.

I say let’s stop all the
dances in public schools today
and save our youth tomorrow.

LEROY A BURROWS
Nassau,
October, 2010.
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WITH CHINA becoming a big player in
the Bahamas’s economy, Prime Minister
Hubert Ingraham leaves for China next
month with much on his mind and intent on
many discussions.

They are matters, he says, of mutual con-
cern — China is lending money on easy
terms to the Bahamas government and with
its own labour is building several important
projects in New Providence. The Prime Min-
ister will discuss the national stadium, the
gateway road corridor, and the “training
and transfer of skills connected to the
engagement of significant numbers of Chi-
nese construction experts on projects in the
Bahamas.” In the main this will be the mul-
ti-billion dollar Baha Mar project, which
although he concedes its importance if han-
dled in stages, will not be a saviour of the
Bahamas’ economy. In fact if mishandled it
could leave the Bahamas with major prob-
lems in the future.

Mr Ingraham will meet with the heads of
Hong Kong-based Hutchinson Whampoa
Ltd, operators of the Container Port in
Freeport. He said that while all of Hutchin-
son’s Bahamas operations will be “upper-
most” on his agenda, the future of Hutchin-
son’s hotel properties in Grand Bahama are
obviously of great concern. Mr Ingraham
pointed out that these hotels continue to
operate at a loss and are supported by direct
funding from Hong Kong.

The obvious concern is that if a Chinese
company cannot fill the hotels it now oper-
ates on Grand Bahama, how can another
group in partnership with BahaMar build
and fill another 3,500 rooms in New Provi-
dence? Bearing in mind that all New Provi-
dence hotels are not filled to capacity, and
some are still closed. The concern is that if
the market is overloaded, everything will be
put in jeopardy — and the end could be far
worse than the beginning. This means cost
cutting, staff layoffs and everything else that
goes with a price war for business.

Asked by a Tribune reporter how impor-
tant it was for the Bahamas, now that China
is emerging as a major world power, to main-
tain “good ties with that country,” Mr Ingra-
ham replied:

“We maintain friendly ties with all peace-
loving countries.” 

We hope that the day of testing for the
Bahamas will never come, but down the
road we can foresee in international forums

potential for many cliff-hanging, nail-biting
sessions for this small country as it has to
decide in which camp it belongs.

In this column on Saturday we published
an Associated Press commentary from
Washington outlining the uneasy friendship
between the world’s two great leaders —
the United States and China. Not only is
China upset because President Obama wants
China to release its Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate, but there is great concern in the US
over China’s exchange rates, with many US
lawmakers maintaining that the underval-
ued Chinese yuan is putting American com-
panies at significant disadvantage and affect-
ing America’s economic comeback. There is
also the tension between the two giants over
Taiwan and Tibet.  It has taken China years
to elbow Taiwan out of the Caribbean and
position itself in the US’s traditional sphere
of influence. But what do we see today —
America surrounded with China at its back
door in the Panama Canal and at its front
door in Grand Bahama.

In 1904 the United States built the Pana-
ma Canal and by a 1903 treaty controlled
both the waterway and a large area of sur-
rounding land. It was virtually American
territory. Over the years resentment grew,
leading to unrest in Panama, resulting in
President Jimmy Carter and the Panamanian
leader signing treaties in 1977 that gave con-
trol in 1999 of the canal and its operations to
Panama.  Today Hutchinson Whampoa has
a long lease for the control of the canal’s
Atlantic and Pacific Ocean ports of Balboa
and Cristobal. It also operates from a large
and successful port in Freeport.

Bahamians have always considered them-
selves an extension of the US, certainly of
Florida to which many believe they have
entry as of right. For much of our history
America has been a generous neighbour,
especially since our independence — always
ready to come to our assistance. Our vote in
the UN as a part of the American bloc has
always been taken for granted.

Now China is the “new boy” on the bloc.
It is true that “we maintain friendly ties with
all peace-loving countries,” but when the
day comes for a vital UN vote and our two
benefactors are in opposing camps, in whose
camp will the Bahamas be found?

This must also give Mr Ingraham cause
for concern. History shows that gift-givers
are often jealous taskmasters. 

Stop public
school dances
and save our

youth tomorrow
LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

In whose camp will the Bahamas be found?

Political candidates do not fit an
honest description of compassion

 



By Khyle Quincy Parker
Press Attaché
Embassy of The Bahamas

WASHINGTON, DC –
Prime Minister Hubert Ingra-
ham has been selected to chair
the Boards of Governors of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and World Bank Group
(WBG).

The announcement was
made in Washington on Friday
at a plenary session of the 2010
annual meetings.

As the chair of the 2011
meetings, Mr. Ingraham will be
a primary channel of commu-
nication between the executives
of the institutions and the
shareholder countries.

In addition to chairing the
Boards of Governors, Mr.
Ingraham will also chair a
standing committee known as
the Joint Committee on the
Remuneration of Executive
Directors and their Alternates
(JCR). This committee address-
es sensitive issues concerning
the compensation and benefits
of executive directors and their
alternates. Mr. Ingraham will
also chair the Joint Procedures
Committee (JPR), which is
responsible for finalizing the
preparations for annual meet-

ings, including such matters as
setting agenda items and reso-
lutions to be voted on.

The chairmanship of the
Boards of Governors (a group
made up of the designated rep-
resentatives of the sharehold-
er countries) has as its primary
function the job of chairing the
annual meeting of the Fund and
Bank Group. This is especially
important because the format
of these meetings is evolving.
For example, this year for the
first time, with the use of tech-
nology, members could access
many of the speeches tradi-
tionally given at the plenary
online if they wished.

The plan, it is understood, is
for the plenary to become a
more interactive meeting going
forward, and Mr. Ingraham’s
chairmanship comes at a critical
time in the evolution of those
meetings.

About The Post

The chairmanship of the
Board of Governors of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank
Group (WBG) rotates among
the five main regions – Africa,
Asia-Pacific, Europe, the Mid-
dle East and the Western
Hemisphere. According to

some of the criteria given
weight during the selection
process, the new chairman’s
country should be in good
standing with the Fund and the
Bank Group in terms of coop-
eration, participation and finan-
cial relations. The chairman’s
country should also be in good
standing in the international
community, and the person
selected to be chairman is
expected to be widely respected
among finance and develop-
ment officials.

About The Annual Meetings

The Annual Meetings
opened in Washington on Fri-
day with a plenary session fea-
turing remarks by Annual
Meetings Chairman Olusegun
Olutoyin Aganga (Segun), IMF
Managing Director Dominique
Strauss-Kahn and World Bank
President Robert Zoellick.

The annual meetings bring
together central bankers, min-
isters of finance and develop-
ment, private sector executives,
and academics to discuss issues
of global concern, including the
world economic outlook, pover-
ty eradication, economic devel-
opment, and aid effectiveness. 

This year, the annual meet-
ings occurred ahead of the
meetings of the International
Monetary and Financial Com-
mittee, the Development Com-
mittee, the Group of Ten, the
Group of Twenty-Four, and
various other groups of mem-
bers. At the conclusion of their
meetings, the International
Monetary and Financial Com-
mittee and the Development
Committee, as well as several
other groups, issue commu-
niqués. 

At these meetings, the
Boards of Governors make
decisions on how current inter-
national monetary issues should
be addressed and approve cor-
responding resolutions. The
annual meetings are chaired by
a Governor of the Bank and
the Fund, with the chairman-
ship rotating among the mem-
bership each year. Every two
years it elects executive direc-
tors. Each year any new mem-
bers are welcomed into the
Bank and Fund.
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Ingraham picked to chair
Boards of Governors of
IMF, World Bank Group

OPENING: 2010 Fund/World Bank Annual Meetings: Opening session of the Plenary at Constitution
Hall.
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POLICE are investigating two daring day
time robberies that occurred over the holi-
day weekend.

The first occurred shortly after 3 pm on
Friday when police were notified of an
armed robbery at Battery and Tyre Spe-
cialist, Arundel Street and East Avenue. 

Two masked men, one dressed in a khaki
shirt and blue trousers, the other in dark
clothing, armed with handguns, entered the
business and demanded cash. 

The culprits robbed the establishment of
an undisclosed amount of cash and fled the

area, driving east on Arundel Street in a
green four-door Honda Accord L/P 114250.   

On Saturday at 9 am police received infor-
mation of an armed robbery at Fire Trail
Road.  

Police discovered that a woman walking
on Fire Trail Road was approached by two
men, one of whom was armed with a hand-
gun.

The culprits robbed her of her handbag
containing an undetermined amount of cash,
personal effects, and jewellery and fled the
area in an unknown direction.  

Police probe two daytime robberies

 



KEY WEST, Fla. – The
Coast Guard saved 10 lives
when a 206-foot cargo ship cap-
sized and broke into pieces near
Damas Cay in the Cay Sal
Bank Thursday morning.

Coast Guard search-and-res-
cue coordinators in Key West
received a mayday call at 2.08
p.m. Wednesday from the
motor vessel Mystic, a 206-foot
cargo ship with 10 persons
aboard.    The Mystic passed a
position, but no nature of dis-
tress was given and the vessel
was unable to hear any
response from Coast Guard res-
cue operators.

The Coast Guard responded
immediately by diverting the
Coast Guard Cutter Nantucket,
a 110-foot coastal patrol boat
homeported in St. Petersburg,
Fla.,  and a Coast Guard HC-
130 Hercules patrolling in the

area that proceeded immedi-
ately to the position passed by
the Mystic. The HC-130 arrived
on scene at 2.19 p.m. and estab-
lished communications with the
vessel, discerning that the Mys-
tic, while transiting from Miami
to Haiti, apparently struck a
submerged object and was tak-
ing on water.

Crew members had been
attempting to dewater the ves-
sel using a pump aboard, but
were unable to control the rate
of flow. The HC-130 success-
fully dropped another pump to
the vessel and they commenced
dewatering with the second
pump. The dewatering efforts
appeared to maintain the rate
of flow, but was unable to make
headway in overcoming the
flooding.

The Nantucket crew arrived
with the Mystic at 4.06 p.m. but

was unable to launch their small
boat or approach nearer than
one nautical mile to the vessel
due to the proximity of rocks
and weather conditions that
included 8 to 10 foot seas and
more than 30 mile-per-hour
winds.

At approximately 6.23 p.m.
the Mystic was able to weigh
anchor and shift around to the
western side of the cay, where
the seas were reported at four
feet and Nantucket's crew
could be in a better position to
respond if needed. The Mystic
reported that flow rate
appeared to be controlled, and
the crew would remain aboard
the vessel until no longer safe to
do so.  The crew of the Nan-
tucket established an hourly
communications schedule with
the vessel, and the situation
appeared to be stabilized.

Coast Guard Sector Key
West watchstanders received
notification at 3 a.m. that the
Mystic was in danger of capsiz-
ing, and the 10-member crew
of the vessel was making prepa-
rations to abandon ship. At 4
a.m. the 10 crew members of
the Mystic abandoned ship into
two liferafts.

A Coast Guard helicopter
aircrew that had pre-staged in
Marathon through the night
launched and arrived on scene
with the Mystic at 4.10 a.m. and
Nantucket launched its small
boat to effect a coordinated
response. At 4.30 a.m. the Nan-
tucket small boat crew recov-
ered four of the individuals in
liferafts and the rescue heli-
copter crew deployed their res-
cue swimmer who assisted in
hoisting the remaining six peo-
ple and one dog onto the heli-
copter. 

The rescue helicopter airlift-
ed the six people and a dog to
Key West International Air-
port, and the other four to
Coast Guard Station Key West.   
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Employees of the Business
Units of Hutchison Port Hold-
ings received certification this
week on completing an Avia-
tion Weather Training Course
offered by the Grand Bahama
Airport Company.  

Twenty-four employees
from Freeport Container Port
and Grand Bahama Airport
Company (GBAC) completed
the three-day training course
that covered all areas of rou-
tine meteorological conditions
and cases of special updates to
current conditions when war-
ranted.

Gary Gilbert, CEO of HPH
Business Units expressed the
company’s wish to ensure the
smooth operations of its weath-
er facilities through confidence
in the staff during weather con-
ditions.

The course instructor was
Godfrey Burnside, Chief Mete-
orological Officer for The
Bahamas, who noted that the
course covered both theory and
practice and gave participants a
hands on approach to under-
standing weather temperatures,
visibility, past/current weather
conditions, cloud structure –
amount, type, and height,

altimetry and other remarks in
plain language. It was carried
out hourly for the safety of air-
craft landings and takeoffs.

GBAC Director, Phil Carey
added that the course was a

refresher for the controllers and
staff of the tower as they are
now better prepared to access
weather situations visually in
the event there is equipment
outage.

EMPLOYEES RECEIVE CERTIFICATION ON COMPLETING 
THREE-DAY AVIATION WEATHER TRAINING COURSE

RECOGNITION: Gary Gilbert, CEO of Hutchison Port Holdings, presents
Bronell Dagama, Air traffic controller with a certificate recognizing her
successful completion of the Aviation Weather Training Course
offered by the Grand Bahama Airport Company. Pictured left to right
are CEO, Gary Gilbert; Ms Dagama; Director Human Resources, Ms.
Malvese Capron, and Director, Grand Bahama Airport Company, Phil
Carey.

Ten saved after 206ft 
cargo ship capsizes

US Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Steve Hirsch
IN PIECES: The motor vessel Mystic capsized by Cay Sal Bank, Bahamas, Thursday. 
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A SPECIAL prayer ser-
vice was held in honour of
Mr. Alexis Degournay
Loynaz, the Cuban teacher
who died in a vehicle acci-
dent in Andros last week.

The service was held on
Friday, October 8, at the
sport that the accident
occurred. 

In the course of the
prayer service, a wooden
cross was erected in his
honour.

The Rev Father Jude
Edomwonyi, Priest-in-
Charge of Saint Margaret’s
Anglican Parish in Nicoll’s
Town, North Andros, offi-
ciated at the service. 

During the service,
Father Jude Edomwonyi
prayed for the repose of
the soul of Mr. Alexis
Degournay Loynaz. 

Family
A special prayer was

also said for the family of
Mr. Loynaz in Cuba and
for the members of staff
and students of North
Andros High School.
Attending the prayer ser-
vice was Ms. Terrece Cur-
ry, Principal of North
Andros High School,
teaching staff, non-teach-
ing staff and some students
of North Andros High
School. 

As an integral part of the
service a special prayer
was said at the home room
of Mr. Alexis Loynaz at
the North Andros High
School.

Prayer service honours Cuban
teacher killed in road accident

THE CROSS erected in honour of Alexis Degournay Loynaz.

BLESSING:
The Rev Father
Jude Edom-
wonyi, Priest-
in-Charge of
Saint Mar-
garet’s Angli-
can Parish in
Nicoll’s Town,
North Andros
blessing the
wooden cross
erected in hon-
our of Alexis
Degournay
Loynaz.

THE PRINCIPAL of North Andros
High School, Ms. Terrece Curry,
and the Rev Father Jude Edom-
wonyi, Priest-in-Charge of Saint
Margaret’s Anglican Parish ,
North Andros.

Wooden cross
erected for Alexis
Degournay Loynaz

PRAYER: The Rev Father Jude
Edomwonyi saying a special
prayer in the homeroom of Mr.
Alexis Loynaz at North Andros
High School.

PAYING RESPECTS: The Rev Father Jude Edomwonyi and mem-
bers of staff of North Andros High School during the prayer service.

IINNSSIIGGHHTT
Foorr tthhee ssttoorriieess

bbeehhiinndd tthhee nneewwss,,
rreeaadd IInnssiigghhtt
oonn MMoonnddaayyss
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Eco-tourism promotion and new conservation
legislation will empower the Bahamas National
Trust with the necessary resources to sustain the
country’s natural resources.

On October 6 Environment Minister Earl
Deveaux tabled a proposed bill in Parliament to
amend the current Bahamas National Trust Act.

“We want to create an awareness of what the
Bahamas National Trust does. But also, we want
to create an awareness of what these protected
areas do and why they are important economically
and recreationally,” said Minister Deveaux.

“National parks make a huge economic con-
tribution to our country. Every Bahamian who
enjoys crabs or conch, associates them with the
bush and sea grass. This ‘protected bush’ yields an
abundance of nature. Many, especially fly fish-
ermen, commercial fishermen, and hunters, that
appreciate the value of ecotourism, know that
The Bahamas and the Bahamian way of life are
inextricably linked to the environment.”

The new Bill will update the responsibilities
of the National Trust and increase its accom-
plishments over the last 50 years. It will establish
at least five new no-take Marine Reserves to the
current network that takes up 20 per cent of The
Bahamas. These new Reserves will create sus-
tainable fishery resources and will be regulated
through the Department of Marine Resources
and the Bahamas National Trust.

They will be managed in six different protected
area categories such as a Strict Nature Reserve for
science research in Union Creek, a Wilderness
Area for wilderness protection in Abaco and
Andros, a National Park for ecotourism protection
and recreation in the Exuma Cays, a Natural
Monument for conservation of specific natural

features in Acklins, a Habitat/Species Manage-
ment Area for conservation through manage-
ment intervention in Land Crab Park, a Protect-
ed Landscape/Seascape area for conservation and
recreation, and a Managed Resource Protected
Area for the sustainable use of natural ecosystems
in Blue Hole Park. “Targets of greatest impor-
tance to the national economy, including ground-
water resources, beaches, mangroves, spawning
aggregations of economically important fish
species, and coral reefs, have the greatest threat
from exploitation unless they receive legal pro-
tection,” said Dr. Deveaux.

“Fortunately, in the context of The Bahamas,
the majority of these sensitive targets remain in
areas that are relatively untouched by develop-
ment and human impact.”

The Bahamas National Trust finalised a list of
requested amendments, incorporated in the
Bahamas National Trust (Amendment) Act, 2010,
which was confirmed by Council Resolution on
March 26, 2010. The requested amendments
include a subsection in Section 4 that strengthens
BNT’s overall duties and the organisation’s
responsibilities to protecting the natural
resources. It will also clarify the ambiguous lan-
guage to confirm BNT as a government and pri-
vate advisor on development, conservation, and
biodiversity issues, as well as their policies.

BNT will add a Section to the Act to allow
them to clarify, diversify, and add membership cat-
egories to its current register. Another Section
will allow annual subscription fees to be applied in
flexible yearly payments according to the month
of joining the BNT membership register.

Other areas affected by the amendments are the
procedures of general meetings and BNT election
processes, changes to the establishment of the
Council, the appointing of special advisors, the
code of conduct for council members, and the
execution of contracts for goods and services.

BNT also wants the government to clarify the
legal power to appoint the Registered Office of
the BNT Council, as well as constabulary, to give
wardens and volunteers the power and protec-
tion of constables for justice administration.

They seek to apply special privileges to protect
BNT lands from encroachment and squatting,
loss of heritage, as well as amend tax exemptions
to BNT lands. The new Act calls for accounting
procedure changes to free auditors from having to
put a financial value on public lands that cannot be
sold and held in perpetual trust for the Bahamian
people.

Govt presents Bill to amend the Bahamas National Trust Act 2010

(BIS Photo/Gena Gibbs)
AT PEACE: This Buddha statue sits peacefully in
the Pergola Lawn of the BNT headquarters on Vil-
lage Road as a visual reminder to visitors of the
tranquil but spiritual reverence associated with
respecting the environment and natural resources. 

(BIS Photo/ Gena Gibbs)
SIGN OF PROGRESS: The Bahamas National Trust
Act was established in 1959 and has recently cele-
brated a half century as a non-governmental, non-
profit organisation. It is charged with the development
and management of National Parks in The
Bahamas. The BNT has played a tremendous role in
helping to raise public awareness about the need to pre-
serve local species of flora, fauna, and terrestrial life for
future generations 

 



AS the musicians and per-
formers end their week of
involving themselves in Rake
’n’ Scrape on Cat Island this
month, Youth, Sports and
Culture Minister Charles
Maynard applauded the part-
nership and exchanges of
expertise that will culminate
with a Paris performance of
the Bahamian musical art
form.

“This is definitely a won-
derful opportunity for The
Bahamas and we are very
proud to be a part of it,” Min-
ister Maynard said recently
about the project.

The initiative, entitled the
“Viva Rake’n’Scrape Paris
Project”, is a partnership with
the Ministry of Culture, the
Ministry of Tourism and cor-
porate sponsors, and was
spearheaded by Project Man-
ager Angelique McKay.

It entails Paris-based
Bahamian singer and enter-
tainer Diane Hamilton bring-
ing French stakeholders to
Cat Island to learn about the
“birthplace of rake’n’scrape”
and rehearsals in anticipation
of taking the collaborated
groups to Paris for a marquee
performance.

Ms. Hamilton and the
award-winning Cat Island
rake’n’scrape group Ophie
and the Webbsites are slated
to perform at Vibrations
Caraibes (Vibration
Caribbean) Festival in
November. Regional cultur-
al legend Calypso Rose is also
scheduled to perform at the
same event. The performance
will be the first time Bahami-
an culture is showcased at the
festival.

“Cat Island authenticated
everything I knew when I was
growing up in Nassau and San
Salvador,” she said after the
Cat Island rehearsals.  “The
way people were, the gen-
erosity, the simplicity, the
tranquility, the children,
everything was so perfect to
me. I was in paradise.

“I was very happy and
when we go back to the Fes-
tival, I will have nothing but
praise for what you have done
down here and the way we

have been treated and wel-
comed,” she added.  “When
we were there, in the ‘birth-
place’ of the music, I sudden-
ly realised that that was the
best idea that we could possi-
bly come up with.”

“I know something about
Bahamian music; but I would
know more about the
singer/songwriters like Phil
Stubbs,” said French photog-
rapher and visual producer
Patrick Rouchon. “I was
amazed by the energy and the
natural aspects of this music.”

Ms. Hamilton, whose
recent album is entitled “A
Bahamian in Paris”, also fea-
tured a collaboration with
Bahamian recording artist
Ancient Man, said she could
not thank Ms. McKay, the
Ministry and other stake-
holders enough for the part
they played in the project.

“I feel that it is important
for people out there to know
who we are and that we have
a culture and that we have
people who have given us a
legacy that is worth sharing
and protecting,” Ms. Hamil-
ton said.

Minister Maynard said that
for a festival like the one in
Paris, rake’n’scrape is one of
the best ways to introduce
people to Bahamian musical
expression.

“It is very unique … it is

one of the most natural forms
of music that exists in the
world, using instruments that
are not necessarily musical
instruments and creating won-
derful music,” Minister May-
nard said.  “I think that that is
really going to capture the
imagination of the people
who attend the festival.

“And, of course, with
tourism being our number
one industry, what better way
to promote The Bahamas
than to show how rich our cul-
ture is,” he said.

“When we take what we
are to the rest of the world, it
says to them that ‘Hey, here is
a country that has a unique
something to offer,’” Direc-
tor of Culture Dr. Linda Mox-
ey Brown said.  “We are that
country that has more than
that uniqueness.”

“We are proud of who we
are as a Bahamian and it is
always good to showcase that
part of us,” she added.  

Minister Maynard reiterat-
ed his Ministry’s support of
such exchanges and related
the various projects that it
assisted over the past three
years, carrying Bahamian cul-
tural expressions, such as
Junkanoo, rake-’n’-scrape and
visual arts to the United King-
dom.

However, Minister May-
nard said that this project is

carrying the rake’n’ scrape
style of music to Paris and, at
the same time, is taking the
exchanges into “another
dimension” by bringing part
of if to Cat Island and then
back to Europe.

“It makes it even more spe-
cial,” he said.  “We are going
to highlight some of our cul-
tural giants in Cat Island, as
part of this whole exchange.

“This whole idea of cultur-
al exchange, which has been a
three-year journey, has, in my
opinion, really exploded into
a real exchange of cultures in
terms of rake-n-scrape being
integrally placed in a very
prestigious festival in Paris
and we know that this is going
to bring many opportunities

not only for our artists, but
also in terms of the promo-
tion of The Bahamas and
Bahamian culture world-
wide.”

Project Manager for the ini-
tiative Ms. McKay said that
working on such projects is
“living out a dream” for her,
being able to take another
Bahamian art form to such a
vibrant city as Paris and show-
case what the Bahamas has
to offer the world.

She added that while Ms.
Hamilton’s team was in Cat
Island, they had a chance to
immerse themselves in the
dances, history and even the
rhyming spirituals that are a
part of the island’s heritage.

“The people of Cat Island

are very receptive to this par-
ticular project,” Ms. McKay
said.  “It allows us to really
develop our Family Island fes-
tivals.

“Persons would be able to
hear rake’n’scrape in another
part of the world and their
interest will be piqued. They
will want to know where they
could go to hear this; so that is
an ‘automatic’ that the
Rake’n’Scrape Festival is that
place to be,” Ms. McKay
added.  “You have an entire
weekend of activities and you
can now put that in as your
vacation destination.
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Break away from the ordinary
and discover how to experience
life to the fullest. The Isuzu 
D-MAX is the ultimate
multi-purpose pick-up truck
which enables you to drive
through tough roads and load 
a variety of cargoes. It is
specially designed to be
powerful, stylish and highly
functional. The Isuzu D-MAX 
is one tough vehicle that
will never let you down!

THE ISUZU D-MAX

POWERFUL

COMFORTABLE
VERSATILE

T YREFLEX S TAR MOTORS
Call us today for your new Isuzu D-MAX Pick-Up Truck at 325.4961
Wulf f Road, P. O. Box N 9123, Nassau, The Bahamas • Fax: 323.4667

JOB VACANCY

www.cablebahamas.com 

Director of RF Networks

Resumes must be submitted to the Director of Human Resources sent via email to:   
rbadderley@cablebahamas.com 
to arrive no later than Oct. 15, 2010.

Job Summary

The core responsibilities of this individual would be focused on ensuring the stability 
and integrity of the HFC network by completing RF engineering designs to 
accommodate existing and additional subscribers and to provide technical support for 
the Internet business. Additionally, this individual would also be responsible for the 
overall management of the plant, i.e. returns, nodes, network cards etc., to ensure the 
stability of the system.

Duties and Responsibilities:
Planning and conducting work requiring judgment in the independent evaluation,  
selection and substantial adaptation and modi�cation of standard engineering  
techniques, procedures, and criteria.

speci�cation of equipment and materials

assigned communications projects.

team members.

system.

managers

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:
A university degree in Electrical Engineering or equivalent with RF design  
experience.

or an engineering discipline.

theory.

role.

Minister lauds the progress of ‘Viva Rake’n’Scrape Paris’ project

(Photo: Patrick Rouchon)
DUMFRIES, CAT ISLAND – Paris-based Bahamian singer and entertain-
er Diane Hamilton poses with the award-winning Cat Island rake’n’scrape
group Ophie and the Webbsites at the Turning Point, in Dumfries, Cat
Island, this month, during rehearsals for the “Viva Rake’n’Scrape Paris Pro-
ject”.  The project is a partnership of the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Cul-
ture, the Ministry of Tourism and corporate sponsors, and entails Ms.
Hamilton bringing French stakeholders to Cat Island to learn about the
“birthplace of rake’n’scrape” and rehearse in anticipation of taking the col-
laborated groups to Paris for a marquee performance in November.  

SEE page 14

 



By SIR RONALD SANDERS

(The writer is a consultant
and former Caribbean
diplomat)

ENFORCED bed
rest occasioned by
surgery for an
inguinal hernia pro-

vided me the rare opportunity
to watch four continuous days
of the BBC’s coverage of the
Commonwealth Games in
India beginning with the
enthralling opening ceremony
that featured a colourful por-
trayal of Indian culture.

Just a few days before the
opening, Western media – and
especially the media in Aus-
tralia – cast serious doubt on
whether the games would be
held at all. Every incident, how-
ever minor, was headlined as
an indication of catastrophe.

The Australian media was

quickly followed in this frenzy
by sections of the British and
Canadian media, often with the
question rather than the answer
becoming the headline.

Thus, a negative question
put to the Chairman of the

Commonwealth Games Feder-
ation, Mike Fennell, by a BBC
interviewer became the story’s
headline with no regard for the
answer which completely dis-
missed the question.

Further, after reports that
the Athletic Village was unin-
habitable and unhygienic, sec-
tions of the media again and
again asked athletes if they
were dissatisfied with condi-
tions. Very positive answers
that the conditions were fine
and that the athletes were per-
fectly satisfied did not stop the
question from being repeatedly
asked.  

The Western media were
also parsimonious in their
acknowledgment of the scale
of the spectacle and entertain-
ment success of the opening
ceremony. 

Damaged
Rather, they seized upon the

news that a section of the track
and field circuit had been dam-
aged during the ceremony.  

In their view, this meant the
cancellation of the track and
field events and a complete
waste of the years of training
that the athletes had invested.
No one ate humble pie when,
15 hours later, the Indian
organisers had the track ready
for the events to be held,
although a few reporters did
express astonishment at the
Indian accomplishment.

Well what accounts for the
attitude of the Western media
toward these games in India?
Janet Street-Porter, a colum-
nist for the British Independent
on Sunday newspaper, reckons
that “the stories of doom and
gloom in our press and much
of the whingeing  is just racism
under another name.”

Mike Hume, who writes for
The Australian, attributed the
media attitude (and, if truth be
told, the attitude of many oth-
ers in the West) to the rise of
India, alongside China as two
super-power economies well on
their way to dwarfing many of
the countries from which the
unfavourable media coverage
came. As he put it: “It is against
that background that so many
appear to have seized upon the
chance offered by the problems
in Delhi to tut-tut about the
natives once more, recycling
old prejudices in the new lan-
guage of health, safety, anti-ter-
rorism and the environment.”

He continued: “There are
echoes here of the way many
in the West sought to turn Chi-
na-bashing into a new sport at
the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
They used those Games as a
podium to try to take the
world's new economic super-
power down a peg or two by
lecturing the Chinese over pol-
lution, population, human
rights and much else. Now the
Western cynics have turned
their attention to Delhi 2010.”

Hume also points out that:
“There seems little doubt that
the preparations in Delhi have
been marred by a familiar com-
bination of political infighting,
incompetence and corruption.
This is the sort of thing that
tends to accompany the con-
struction of almost all the great
white elephants of sporting sta-
diums.

Even the London 2012
Olympic Games, the facilities

for which are now being held
up as an example of how to get
things done the right way, have
magically trebled in price to
well over $15bn since before
construction began. In a devel-
oping nation, these problems
are always likely to be more
exaggerated and exposed.”

The Western media has also
used the opportunity to ques-
tion whether the Common-
wealth Games are worth any-
thing. As many of them have
written-off the Commonwealth
as a relic of the British Empire,
so too have they attempted to
rubbish the Commonwealth
Games.  
Thankfully, their view is not

shared in the Commonwealth,
not even by the authorities in
their own countries. Hence, the
71 countries and territories of
the Commonwealth sent teams
of varying sizes to the games,
and by all accounts – and their
own statements – the athletes
are enjoying the games. The
only unpleasantness occurred
in the women’s 100 metre final
when a protest by England led
to the disqualification of the
Australian winner.

Lying in bed, coping with
the pain of recent surgery and
conscious of my immobility, I
developed a deeper respect for
the training, sacrifice and hard
work of all the athletes who
competed in the games – and I
knew the Commonwealth
Games continue to be very
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India proves itself despite prejudices

WORLD VIEW

SIR RONALD SANDERS

SEE page 11
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valuable. The games have given these young people an opportunity
to showcase their skills and to expand their capacity through com-
petition at world standard. They have all tested themselves and are
better for it.

Brilliant
As I write this commentary immobile in bed with my lap top on

my chest, Caribbean countries have won 5 medals, one of them sil-
ver by 31-year old, Natasha Mayers, from St Vincent and another
a brilliant gold by Lerone Clarke of Jamaica in the 100 metres.
Trinidad and Tobago also has won two bronze medals.   I am
sure there will be more for these small Caribbean contingents
who are in India because they place value on the experience and
knowledge they gain from the Commonwealth Games.

I am greatly looking forward to the closing ceremony of the
games which I suspect will be even more spectacular and vibrant
than the opening ceremony. 

Those who predicted the demise of the games in India even
before the event started have been proven wrong. India may have
to inquire into the preparations for the games at the end of it, but
it has done a great job. Like China, it will continue to grow and to
take a place in the world community that helps to balance at least
economic power. That reality will not be affected by the kind or
prejudice that has been displayed toward India’s hosting of the
Commonwealth Games.

Responses and previous commentaries at: www.sirronald-
sanders.com <http://www.sirronaldsanders.com/>

India proves
itself despite
prejudices

FROM page ten

(AP Photo/Kevin Frayer)
SPECTACULAR: A general view during the opening ceremony for
the 19th Commonwealth Games at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in
New Delhi, India, Sunday, Oct. 3, 2010.
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THE COLLEGE OF THE BAHAMAS
Visit our website at www.cob.edu.bs

VACANCIES
Academic Administration

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the
positions of:-
Dean, Faculty of Social and Educational Studies 
Dean, Faculty of Liberal and Fine Arts 

Successful candidates will be responsible for providing leadership
of a Faculty, overall operation of schools, personnel matters,
planning, budgeting, programme development and other academic
matters. Candidates must have earned a doctoral degree from an
accredited university, have held the rank of associate professor or
higher, have a minimum of six years tertiary level teaching experience,
a demonstrated collaborative approach to academic governance
and a working knowledge of institutional academic policies. 

For detailed job descriptions please visit: www.cob.edu.bs/hrapply.
Interested candidates should submit a detailed resume and cover
letter of interest no later than Friday, October 29th, 2010.

(BIS Photo/Peter Ramsay)
BACK HOME: PRIME Minister Hubert Ingraham and delegation returned to Nassau Saturday after
attending the 2010 annual meeting of the IMF and World Bank in Washington, DC. Members of the
delegation included State Minister for Finance Zhivargo Laing, Ehurd Cunningham, Simon Wilson,
director of economic planning; and Nicole Archer, acting FAS. The Prime Minister is pictured being
met at the Lynden Pindling International Airport by Commissioner of Police Ellison Greenslade. 

PRIME MINISTER RETURNS

such “sloppy workmanship”
would never happen under its
watch.

Visiting a few of the homes
over the weekend, The Tri-
bune photographed how
workers were busy ripping up
the foundation of a home
after discovering that they
had failed to put steel in the
floor, which has resulted in
the shifting of the walls. In
another home, it was discov-
ered that the contractor had
failed to properly install the
plumbing, resulting in the sep-
tic line having to be run above
ground.

In each instance, the for-
mer minister said that the dif-
ference between his adminis-
tration and the current one is

that they did not go around
broadcasting the repairs that
they had to do to homes that
were incorrectly being built.

Mr Gibson: “If you check
the Ministry of Housing now,
there are a lot of homes that
are being built that are defec-
tive. Now they aren’t talking
about those; they are talking
about the ones we built that
they have to repair. They only
talk about the ones they
repaired that happened on
our watch. What makes this
one (home pictured) so
unique is this one contractor
has built 15 houses for them
(the government) in that area
that are defective.”

Mr Gibson said that he
feels that the contractor in this
instance, despite his poor
track record, continues to get
work through the Ministry of

Housing because he is
allegedly very closely linked
to a number of cabinet minis-
ters.

Despite this, Mr Gibson
said that he will continue to
highlight all of the “nonsense”
that the government does.

“And they can continue to
attack me personally, I don’t
care. My name has been
dragged through the mud so
many times, this is just anoth-
er instance for them. I will
continue to do what I have to
do to highlight their sloppy
record. These dilapidated
homes are being built all over
this country,” he said.

Repeated attempts to reach
the Minister of Housing, Ken-
neth Russell for comment on
this matter were unsuccessful
up until press time last night.

‘Sloppy’ work at govt-built
homes comes under fire

FROM page one

it affects Arawak’s ability to deliver unen-
cumbered access to other persons to whom
Arawak Homes has a contractual obligation.

“This is generally a direct consequence of
the structure being erected in breach of the
Town Planning Approvals and Regulations.

“Arawak (Homes) implements this policy
with flexibility always being guided by the
human factor. No completed or occupied res-
idence has been demolished without an order
from the Court,” the company’s report
revealed. 

With the government having acquired vari-
ous lots to construct the Cleveland Eneas Pri-
mary School, the Sadie Curtis Primary School
and the Charles W Saunders Highway between
1995 and 1999, Arawak Homes said that it has
yet to be compensated for this land.

“The government in several areas in the
Pinewood Gardens Subdivision, utilized the
1926 Nassau Village Plan to pave roads and
even in some instances install infrastructure. In
each such instance the government took pos-
session of the land which is legally the property
of Arawak without formal acquisition.

“These roads are significantly incompatible
with the approved Pinewood Gardens plan
and have contributed mightily to the erection

of structures without any consistency with
Town Planning Control.”

The report continued: “Arawak Homes has
always, and continues to welcome discussions
with all persons impacted by this situation. As
stated above, Arawak’s policy has been to sell
its interest in the land to trespassers below
market value to allow them to regularize their
title.

“We feel confident we can reach an amica-
ble resolution with anyone who wishes to have
one in this matter. Arawak welcomes and
prefers that individuals seek independent legal
advice from reputable counsel and then work
with Arawak to resolve the matter. This is
most prudent, in particular as the courts have
already determined all of the land belongs to
Arawak Homes Ltd.

“Arawak Homes welcomes communications
with the government, in an attempt to bring a
universal resolution to the above challenges,”
the report reads.

Last week, The Tribune revealed how scores
of Bahamians were left without good title to
their homes on a 150-acre tract of land near
Pinewood Gardens after an unscrupulous
group behind the name Horizon Systems, aid-
ed and abetted by unscrupulous attorneys,
exploited poor, unsuspecting Bahamians for
their own financial gain.

Arawak Homes: We have no ‘policy’
to demolish illegally built structures 
FROM page one



discuss with several companies
and the government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

The Prime Minister will also
meet with high level officials
from Hutchison Whampoa and
the Chinese Government to dis-
cuss, among other things, the
future of Hutchison’s hotel
properties in Grand Bahama,
the National Stadium and the
Gateway Road Corridor.

Mr Ingraham’s hectic sched-
ule begins when he leaves the
country on October 22. His pro-
posed itinerary reads like a list
of some of the most economi-
cally vital and controversial
issues facing the country today.

It seems almost fitting that it
is Mr Ingraham who is sitting at
the helm of the nation’s busi-
ness while the government has
to deal with the eminent com-
pletion of the National Stadi-
um, the construction of the
Gateway Road Corridor and
the proposed multi-billion dol-
lar Baha Mar project, as it was
under his leadership that the
Bahamas established diplo-
matic relations with Beijing in
1997.

The prime minister has pub-
licly expressed concern over
what he considers some of the
more vexatious aspects of the
Baha Mar deal.

He proposes to take advan-
tage of his visit to China to
meet with the leadership of the
China State Construction Com-
pany and the China Export
Import Bank to discuss “aspects
of the proposed Baha Mar pro-
ject construction terms which
continue to be of concern” to
his government. 

Mr Ingraham will also meet
with the leaders of Hutchison
Whampoa – Deputy Chairman
of Hutchison Whampoa Vin-
cent Li and  Raymond Chow,
head of Hutchison’s Hotel Divi-
sion.  While all of Hutchison’s
operations in The Bahamas will
be discussed, uppermost on his
agenda will be the future of
Hutchison’s hotel properties in
Grand Bahama.  

Hotels
“As you are aware those

hotels continue to operate at a
loss and to be supported by
direct funding from Hong
Kong,” the prime minister said.

When Mr Ingraham visits
Beijing, he is expected to call
on a number of senior officials
in the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to dis-
cuss matters of mutual interest
and concern.

These will include the
National Stadium, the Gateway
Road Corridor, the Bahamas’
interest in training and trans-
fer of skills connected to the
engagement of significant num-
bers of Chinese construction
experts on projects in The
Bahamas; cooperation on mat-
ters arising from climate change
and disaster relief initiatives,
agriculture, clean energy (solar
and wind) and IT, increased
tourism flow and other general
bilateral relations, including
China-CARICOM relations.
The prime minister is travelling
to China this year at the invita-
tion of the Government of Chi-
na. It is an invitation that he
has had to delay on at least two
occasions due to pressing
national matters and other
scheduling conflicts.  

“Originally I had proposed
to visit China during the last
Olympiad. Subsequently, I sig-
nalled my intention to attend
the opening ceremonies of the

Shanghai Expo earlier this year.
As it turns out, it will be the
closing ceremony of the Expo
that I will attend,” Mr Ingra-
ham said.

He is also expected to meet
with Chinese officials, includ-
ing Chairman Wu Bangguo and
Vice-Premier Hui Liangyu both
of whom have visited The
Bahamas recently.  

On his way to China, Mr
Ingraham will spend a full day

in Hong Kong where he will
participate in the official open-
ing of a new Bahamas Maritime
Authority office and attend a
reception, hosted by the BMA
for a cross section of potential
investors in The Bahamas –
maritime, financial services and
tourism in particular. 

“I believe that we have excel-
lent relations with the People’s
Republic of China. The impor-
tance that my Government

places on this relationship is
demonstrated by our appoint-
ment of a former non-portfo-
lio Cabinet Minister to head
our Diplomatic Mission in Bei-
jing.  Ambassador (Elma)
Campbell is the first resident
Bahamian Ambassador
appointed to Beijing.

Diplomatic
“It was under my party’s

leadership that The Bahamas
ended diplomatic relations with
the Republic of China (Taiwan)
and in recognition of our sup-
port for the One China policy,
established diplomatic relations
with Beijing in 1997,” Mr Ingra-
ham said.

Mr Ingraham acknowledged
that China has been a gener-
ous friend to The Bahamas
whether in response to hurri-
canes, in offering technical and

language training scholarships
to Bahamian nationals, in gift-
ing the National Stadium, or in
supporting the Bahamas’ recent
efforts to overcome the chal-
lenges from the OECD regard-
ing the country’s financial ser-
vices sector and the conclusion
of TIEAs with OECD and G20
countries.  

China has set aside the sum
of $1 billion for soft loans to
Caricom countries. Of that sum,
some 15 per cent, i.e.  $150 mil-
lion, has been earmarked for
lending to The Bahamas.

Mr Ingraham said that the
extent to which the Bahamas
might identify other suitable
projects that fall within the quo-
ta set for The Bahamas, will be
determined at a later date. The
House of Assembly recently
approved a resolution for the
government to borrow nearly
$58 million from the China
Export-Import Bank to con-
struct a four-lane airport high-
way.  The project will mean the
grant of 200 work permits for
Chinese labourers, but also a
very low interest rate for the
loan. “The Bahamas very much
appreciates that in an interna-
tional environment where soft
or concessional loans for infra-
structure development is
increasingly scarce for middle
income countries like the
Bahamas, the willingness of the
Chinese Government to extend
such low interest loans to us,”
the prime minister said.

This will be Mr Ingraham’s
second visit to the People’s
Republic of China. Mr Ingra-
ham first visited China in 2000.
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Baha Mar on PM’s
China trip agenda

FROM page one

AMBITIOUS PLAN: The original rendering of the Baha Mar project.

““II bbeelliieevvee tthhaatt wwee
hhaavvee eexxcceelllleenntt rreellaa--
ttiioonnss wwiitthh tthhee PPeeooppllee’’ss
RReeppuubblliicc ooff CChhiinnaa.. TThhee
iimmppoorrttaannccee tthhaatt mmyy
GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt ppllaacceess oonn
tthhiiss rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp iiss
ddeemmoonnssttrraatteedd bbyy oouurr
aappppooiinnttmmeenntt ooff aa 
ffoorrmmeerr nnoonn--ppoorrttffoolliioo
CCaabbiinneett MMiinniisstteerr ttoo
hheeaadd oouurr DDiipplloommaattiicc
MMiissssiioonn iinn BBeeiijjiinngg..
AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr ((EEllmmaa))
CCaammppbbeellll iiss tthhee ffiirrsstt
rreessiiddeenntt BBaahhaammiiaann
AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr aappppooiinntteedd
ttoo BBeeiijjiinngg..””

Hubert Ingraham

           



in black jeans and a white t-
shirt. He was pronounced
dead by a local doctor.

Police have one man in
custody assisting with their
investigations. Many persons
in the settlement say that
not much is known about
what happened early Satur-
day morning. 

Gunshots were heard
shortly after 2.30 am at the
bar in Alice Town, where it
was reported two men had
been shot as a result of an
argument between a group
of people.

The two men were airlift-
ed to Nassau where they are
in stable condition and
receiving treatment for gun-
shot injuries to the right
upper thigh and injuries to
the left shoulder and hand.

Police reportedly discov-
ered the man’s body after
searching the bushes near
the bar.

Up to press time yester-
day, most residents in the
settlement did not have a
clear understanding of how
many people were injured.
However, although not
informed, persons inter-
viewed said they were not
concerned about their own
safety and some voiced dis-
interest in the matter, which
they believed to have been
an isolated incident.

One senior Biminite, who
claimed to have lived on the
island for more than 50
years, suggested the lack of
emotional response was due
to the large number of con-
flicting stories surrounding
the incident and the belief
that the man killed was not
native of Bimini.

The Biminite said: “You
can’t get the full story on
that, when there are all these
different stories it’s very dif-
ficult to figure out what is
what. One time they say it
was over some lobster, next
time it was over some guy
living in an abandoned
hotel, I don’t know, and
then even if anybody knows
anything, it’s gonna be
tightlipped.”

A team of investigators
from the Criminal Detective
Unit were sent to the island
on Saturday to assist with

the investigations.
However, the Biminite

expressed his lack of confi-
dence in law enforcement
— particularly in the Family
Islands.

He said: “I think the
whole system is corrupt, I’m
not talking about just Bimi-
ni but the entire country.
Nowadays, money makes
wrong right and that covers
a big scope of the problem –
that’s no good for the
Bahamas. You got a com-
plaint, it seems like you
almost waste your time
going through the right
methods.”

The Biminite added:
“When some of these offi-
cers put on these uniforms,
in particular when some
come out of Nassau to the
Family Islands, some have
girlfriends and they have to
support their habits — and
wrong becomes right, they
need money to take care of
their girlfriend. 

“This is the second shoot-
ing for the year – too much
for this little community. We
don’t really get any heavy

crime, maybe a guy might
want to sell you a joint or
something like that, but with
the way government is
imposing all these taxes this
is what we are going to have
to expect.”

This incident is the sec-
ond shooting this year on
the family island, which has
a population of just under
2,000 residents. 

The first took place in
May, when 24-year-old Clive
Tomlinson, a Jamaican
national, received multiple
gunshot wounds to his back
in Bailey Town and later
died of his injuries at the
local clinic.

“Back in the day, I can
remember when there was
only one police officer and
all he had was a searchlight,
but even the baddest man
would call in and tell him
(officer) he would meet him
to the police station – not to
have him come looking for
him,” said the Bimini resi-
dent.

“One police officer with
a searchlight, but today no,
that ain’t gonna happen.”
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“It boosts cultural tourism for The Bahamas.
It boosts domestic tourism for the people of
Cat Island; so it is a win-win situation all
around. 

“All I am interested in is when people come
to The Bahamas, they want to hear more rake-
’n’-scrape or rhyming spirituals or want to
learn more about icons like Joseph Spence,”
Ms. Hamilton said.  “If that happens, then I
would like that is all I would like to do.”  

Minister Maynard said that his ministry hap-
pily supported the initiative, having Ms. McK-
ay, who is also an officer of the ministry, and
who has worked all the projects for the past
three years, and giving some financial contri-
bution to make it all tangible.

“We find that in these kind of situations
that once the ministry or the government is
behind it, the corporate community is more
willing to support as well; so we are happy to
lead the way in that respect,” Minister May-
nard said.

CEO of Sky Bahamas Airlines Kenneth
Romer said that his company was happy to
be the major corporate sponsor for the event
because it speaks to their corporate mandate.

“When Angelique spoke to us and spoke
about assisting in preserving and promoting
our own culture, it was a ‘no-brainer’ for our
organisation,” Mr. Romer said.  “Many
Bahamian companies are in it only for the
profits; but we believe that in our company
there are certain things that we must do to
contribute to our national growth and devel-
opment, to partner and to make as many cul-
tural events happen.

“Thus far, I think that more than any other
airline, we have partnered with and sponsored
with the many cultural festivals throughout
the islands of The Bahamas,” Mr. Romer
added. “This is just one of the many things
that we are doing to support cultural things in
The Bahamas. We have done so much in the
past and, as a part of who we are, we will con-
tinue doing it in the times to come.”

Cleophas “Ophie” Webb of the Cat Island
Rake-’n’-Scrape band Ophie and Webbsite
said that they are very proud of their Cat
Island heritage and are happy and honoured to
take part in such an international project.

“I would like to take our culture rake-’n’-
scrape to the rest of the world,” Mr. Webb
said.  “The opportunity that is afforded me
now … I am so grateful to the Minister and
Diane and Ms. McKay who are going to make

all this possible.
“I can assure you that the Webbsites is going

to go over there and make The Bahamas
proud because we like what we do and we
know that our culture is an important part of
our heritage and is something that we must
be proud of and we must take it to the rest of
the world,” Mr. Webb added.

“People at the Festival can be assured that
they will be getting a taste of something
authentically Bahamian,” Ms. Hamilton said.
“These are skilled Bahamian musicians, musi-
cians who grew up in this music, live this music,
and many of the songs are ones that I sang
when I was a child and we need Bahamians for
this.

“Bahamians have a kind of aura around
them and I know what it is. When you see us,
you know that there is something about us
that is real and that is something I cannot
invent.”

“As a real music fan, to be with Bahamian
musicians on stage is the treat of my life,” Mr
Rouchon added.

“I am happy with the decision to take the
rehearsals to the ‘birthplace of rake’n’scrape’
so that they could be fully submerged in the
culture of The Bahamas and really see what
brings rake’n’scrape to life,” Ms. McKay said.
“And the fact that their ‘studio’ was the Turn-
ing Point, which is a various famous cultural
landmark and venue in Cat Island where many
performers were showcased.”

“This is going to entice those concert-goers
to want to come to The Bahamas and experi-
ence firsthand, in its natural environment,
what The Bahamas is all about,” Minister May-
nard said.  “I can imagine that Ophie and his
crew will not miss the Cat Island
Rake’n’Scrape Festival next year so that they
can see thousands of French persons in Cat
Island to see rake’n’scrape in its full context.”

FROM page nine

Minister lauds the progress of
‘Viva Rake’n’Scrape Paris’ project

old toddler had been shot in his right leg. 
The toddler was taken in a private vehicle to hospital

where he was treated and discharged. Up to press time the
police were uncertain as to how or why the child was
shot. 

The second shooting occurred sometime around 4 pm
on Sunday. 

Police received information of a shooting at Boyd  and
Farrington Roads. Police responded and discovered that
two men got into an argument, resulting in one of them –
a 27 year old – being shot in his upper thigh.

The victim was taken to hospital in a private vehicle.
He was detained and is in stable condition. No one has
been taken into custody. The final shooting occurred
sometime around 11 pm on Sunday.

Police received information of a shooting at Lady Slip-
per Avenue, Gardens Hill No. 2.  

Two men who were outside a home on Lady Slipper
Avenue were approached by three other men who were
armed with handguns. It is reported that the armed men
robbed the other two of an undetermined amount of
cash then fired shots at them. The two victims were tak-
en to hospital by ambulance.  

FROM page one

THREE-YEAR-OLD 
HURT IN SHOOTING

Bullet-riddled body found,
two men are badly injured
FROM page one

PRAISE: Charles Maynard

 



By MIKE LIGHTBOURN

WHEN selling a home,
two situations may

occur which are red flag indicators
of a lengthy sale time. Each requires the property owners’
attention in cooperation with their Bahamas Real Estate
Association (BREA) sales agent, and involves either the
price or condition of the home.

The first involves a home that has been on the market for
60-90 days, but has been shown only once or twice. With
prospects continuing to enter the real estate market, homes
for sale should be attracting a number of prospects.  

When buyers choose not to tour a home, the reason is
often the price. Homes that are attractive, but not being
shown, are often priced “above” the market. The key to
increased showings, then, is to learn the market price of the
home (with the help of your BREA agent, then reset the
price.

The second “red flag” occurs when a home is being shown
often, but neither sells nor attracts offers. The home’s con-
dition is often the culprit in this situation. Buyers learn the
price, then drive by, making a judgment that it is an attrac-
tive home. Once they see the home, however, their interest
evaporates.

The solution can be a critical “walk-through” by the sell-
er’s agent to identify needed repairs and cosmetic improve-
ments. Until corrected, traffic is likely to remain high, while
the chances of selling remain low. Remove these red flags
and prepare for a sale!

Tip of the Week - Listen to your BREA agent. They will
be able to walk through your home with a critical eye and
pinpoint any obvious drawbacks.

n (Mike Lightbourn is president of Coldwell Banker
Lightbourn Realty).

By ERIC ROSE
Bahamas Information
Services

THE Ministry of Youth,
Sports and Culture, in con-
junction with the Ministry
of Finance’s Bahamas Gov-
ernment on Line Office
announced recently the
completion of a joint pro-
ject for the introduction and
implementation of an
Events Scheduling and
Facilities Management Pro-
gramme.

Charles Maynard, Minis-
ter of Youth, Sports and
Culture, said the new sys-
tem is intended to assist the
many clients who use the
various government facili-
ties falling under the
purview of his Ministry for
sporting events, cultural
events meetings, and recre-
ational activities.

“EMS or Event Manage-
ment System is “user-friend-

ly” software which allows
users to follow simple
straightforward instructions
in order to electronically
reserve the use of the
Thomas A. Robinson Stadi-
um, Betty Kelly-Kenning
National Swim Complex,
Kendal G L Isaacs Gymna-
sium or the field at the Blue

Hills Sporting Complex,”
Minister Maynard said.

Bookings
With the use of Virtual

EMS, the Ministry of Youth,
Sports and Culture’s cus-
tomers, patrons, federations,

associations or other autho-
rised users, will now be able
to find and simply view facil-
ity bookings daily, weekly
or monthly; or request and
reserve available facilities
online with a simple check
of the mouse, Minister May-
nard added.

“Upon completion of the

request, patrons will receive
a detailed confirmation via
email,” he said.

Minister Maynard added
that he is grateful to the
Ministry of Finance for hav-
ing trained a number of his
Ministry’s staff members in
the functioning of the soft-
ware.

“I am sure that it will go a
long way in improving book-
ings of this ministry’s facili-
ties,” he said.

“In fact, I am advised that
the age-old problem of dou-
ble bookings of facilities
should fall away with the
implementation of this new
system.”
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before you know it
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call us today at 396-1300 
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customized investment options
guaranteed minimum interest rates
flexible accumulation period
tuition available when he’s ready
all of the above

invest in an annuity

A
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ESTATE
M I K E L I G H T B O U R N

Government launches Events Management Systems software

BEWARE OF 
RED FLAGS!

CHARLES MAYNARD

SANTO DOMINGO, 
Dominican Republic 

Dominican police say a British national allegedly killed two
men during a dispute over a 22-year-old Haitian woman and then
tried to take his own life, according to Associated Press.

Monday's police statement says Robert Hill allegedly shot two
Haitian men near the popular beach resort of Punta Cana. Police
say Hill then turned the gun on himself but survived.

Hill is being treated at a hospital in the capital. His medical
status wasn't immediately available.

Thirty-one-year-old Henry Enmanuel and twenty-seven-year-old
Junior Lorrame died of their injuries shortly after the Sunday
attack.

British Embassy officials did not return calls, and it was not
clear if the 29-year-old Briton has a lawyer. His hometown was not
released.

Briton allegedly shoots dead two Haitian men



FIVE journalists represent-
ing OK! Weekly, ForbesLife,
Destination Weddings & Hon-
eymoons, Alo Magazine and
Paper Magazine recently made
a trip to Nassau/Paradise Island
to experience the destination’s
celebrity hot spots. Their intent
was to describe for thousands of
readers how they could have
their very own VIP vacation in
The Bahamas, similar to the jet-
setting trips of celebrities who
frequently visit The Bahamas’
tourism mecca. 

After settling into rooms at
Royal Towers, Atlantis, the
journalists received a tour of
the property from a Kerzner
representative. Highlights
included the aquarium, beauti-
ful Mandara Spa, the Presiden-
tial Suite and Cain at The Cove.
Excitement mounted when the
group dined at Graycliff,
received a tour of its amazing
wine cellar and cigar rolling
operation, then had a celebrity

spotting when actor Anthony
Anderson (Law & Order, All
About the Andersons, Trans-
formers and The Departed)
arrived for dinner. 

The remainder of the trip
included a visit to the Exuma
Cays with High Seas, a dolphin
interaction at Dolphin Cay and
dinner at Dune at The One &
Only Ocean Club. The group’s
relaxing downtime at the pool

at The Cove, Atlantis brought
another celebrity sighting –
Chef Bobby Flay.

The journalists’ visit was
coordinated through the Min-
istry of Tourism & Aviation’s
Visiting Journalists Programme,
which allows writers and broad-
cast personalities to encounter
The Bahamas and recount the
experience for their audiences
and readers.
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: 
THE LOWEST RATES EVER!!!
ACT NOW to get the best loan on the market!

Come in to Scotiabank today for Flexible Payment

Terms and the Lowest Loan Rate Ever and the 

chance to WIN $5,000!**

As low as

Just ask.

How soon can I move
into my own home?

* Subject to certain terms and conditions.
 ** Approved customers are automatically entered for a chance to WIN a $5,000 credit to their mortgage principal.

7.5%*

FEEDING TIME: Guest journalists feed iguanas in Exuma
and visit dolphins on Paradise Island as part of their
celebrity-endorsed Bahamas experience. 

Bahamas 
visitors live
celebrities

like

POPULAR INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINES ARE SET TO PUBLISH ARTICLES ON ‘CELEBRITY-ENDORSED’ VACATIONS TO NASSAU/PARADISE ISLAND
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