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World outrage at
Rudy King award
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INTERNATIONAL outrage
and mystery has been stoked
by the announcement that the
controversial Prime Minister of
Swaziland, accused of condon-
ing torture, is to be honoured
for his “contribution to peace
and human dignity” in The
Bahamas tonight by an organi-
sation linked to colourful
Bahamian businessman Rudy
King.

Human rights groups have
expressed concern that prime
minister Barnabas Dlamini of
the sub-Saharan African nation
of Swaziland was selected to
receive the “World Citizen
Award”, in the face of accusa-
tions that as the leader of the
country and its Minister of
Police he condones and even
promotes the use of torture
against dissidents there. 

Mr Dlamini’s office in Swazi-
land confirmed he expects to be
recognised in a ceremony
tonight in Nassau for his “con-
tributions to human kind.” He
left Swaziland earlier this week
to travel to The Bahamas for
the purpose of receiving the
award.

However, when and where in
Nassau the ceremony will take
place remains a mystery. 

This and the fact that some-
one who, according to the
human rights group Amnesty
International, has condoned tor-
ture of his opponents is being
honoured for his “contribution
to humankind” are not the only
things that have prompted ques-
tions about the authenticity of
the award. 

On its partially functional
website, www.worldciti-
zenawards.com, it is said that
the awards dinner will take
place at a “banquet hall” and
involve the attendance of 250
distinguished individuals,
including other world leaders.

Despite the fact that the
award is touted as “one of the
highest honours for distin-
guished individuals from the
four corners of the globe,” no
official announcement has been
made to the local or interna-
tional media that it was due to
be bestowed.

In an investigation by the
international news agency, the
Associated Press, the Internet
domain name for the World
Citizen Award website was
found to be registered by a
Rudolph Laroda.  Rudolph Lar-
oda is one of the names which
King – who is at present await-
ing trial on charges that he
deceived three Nassau police
officers – goes by in addition to
Rudy King-Laroda, Kermit
Rudolph Casito Laroda and
Klever Rosales. 

Mr King did not return calls
placed to his downtown office
yesterday seeking comment on
the pending ceremony, and an
assistant told this newspaper
that he would be the only per-
son who would be able to “pro-
vide information on that.”

According to the Award’s
website, “the mission of the
World Citizen Awards, in its
founder's own words, is to
champion human rights and
maintain governance, democ-
racy, equality, international
peace and goodwill.”

However, on this count it
could easily be said that it has
fallen short of achieving its goal.
Instead of positive feelings, the
public reaction provoked by the
announcement of the award has
instead been one of anger, pri-
marily from human rights
groups in Swaziland who say
that giving their Prime Minis-
ter such an award is at best a
joke and at worst an insult.

The website claims the World
Citizen Award is a humanitari-
an foundation that was
launched five years ago and has
become “famous for its work of
recognizing and honouring
selected leaders from all over
the world who have distin-
guished themselves in their
respective fields while promot-
ing the causes of peace.”

“The mission of the World
Citizen Awards, in its founder's
own words, is to champion
human rights and maintain gov-
ernance, democracy, equality,
international peace and good-
will. It is also committed to
working for people's ameliora-
tion through medical missions,
outreach programmes and
counselling to the deprived, the
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FREEPORT- Despite the grue-
some details revealed in the
Supreme Court of the brutal mur-
der of her grandson and three oth-
er young boys, Marilyn Davis says
she has “forgiven” serial killer
Cordell Farrington.    

“I forgive him and I have to
move on with my life,” Ms Davis
told The Tribune on Friday after
returning home to Freeport fol-
lowing Farrington’s sentencing on
Thursday in New Providence.

Farrington – who is currently
serving a life sentence for the death
of his partner 22-year-old Jamal

GRANDMOTHER OF
VICTIM ‘FORGIVES’

FARRINGTON

SEE page seven

ABOVE: The body of the man is removed from a home in Nassau Village. 
LEFT: The generator which was improperly set up.

A MAN died and a 12-year-old boy was rushed to hospital after an improperly
set-up generator caused deadly fumes to fill a Nassau Village home.  The victim, who
has not been formally identified but was said to be in his twenties and known as
“Eddie”, was found dead by a neighbour after he did not report for work. The 12-
year-old boy was discovered unconscious, but is now in stable condition in hospi-
tal. Police yesterday warned against the use of generators inside homes. 

MAN DIES, BOY IN HOSPITAL AFTER BREATHING DEADLY FUMES
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By TANEKA
THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff
Reporter
tthompson@
tribunemedia.net 

IT does not make
"good political
sense" for the coun-
try not to not know
who will lead the
Free National Move-
ment into the next
general election until
the last minute, said
Bamboo Town MP
Branville McCartney. 

His comments came on the
heels of a decision by the Free
National Movement's nation-
al council not to hold a con-

vention until 2011 –
months before the
next general election.
It was speculated that
if the party held a
convention this year,
Mr McCartney would
have been nominat-
ed to challenge Prime
Minister Hubert
Ingraham for the par-
ty's top spot, a nomi-
nation the former
Cabinet minister has
said he would accept. 

Earlier, Mr Ingra-
ham said the party's

convention would be held on
November 5, 2010, but on
Wednesday he announced that

By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

AN international hotel oper-
ator and Baha Mar Limited
yesterday expressed their
delight at the signing of a “let-
ter of intent” for the hotel man-
agement brand to be responsi-
ble for the running of Baha
Mar’s proposed 200-room lux-
ury hotel.

Rosewood Hotels and
Resorts operates three resorts
in the Caribbean and several
city hotels in the United States,
and recently had five of its
hotels placed in “Travel and
Leisure” magazine’s “World’s
Best 2010” list. 

In a statement, Baha Mar

Ltd said the partnership it has
forged with Rosewood “comes
following a decision previously
announced by Baha Mar to
shift its strategy away from
aligning with a single family of
hotel brands, towards one that
allows it to work with individ-
ual, best-in-class brands.”

This gives the resort devel-
oper “an opportunity to fea-
ture the very best possible
brands for each of the different
high-end hotel segments
planned” for the Baha Mar
property, it said.

Baha Mar said it intends to
announce the remaining com-
panies to be selected to operate
and manage its “lifestyle and

‘LETTER OF INTENT’ SIGNED FOR BAHA
MAR’S PROPOSED HOTEL OPERATOR

FNM ‘SHOULD NOT LEAVE LEADERSHIP
DECISION UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE’

SEE page sevenSEE page seven

BAMBOO TOWN MP
Branville McCartney
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THE US Embassy in
Nassau hosted a telecon-
ference with the State
Department Office to
Combat and Monitor Traf-
ficking in Persons, the
Department of Homeland
Security and the govern-
ment of the Bahamas to
discuss efforts to combat
human trafficking.

Bahamian government
representatives from the
Office of the Attorney
General ,  Ministry of
Labour and Social Devel-
opment, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, Department

of Immigration, and the
Royal Bahamas Police
Force attended the dia-
logue and explored ideas
and efforts to address this
scourge of modern slavery.

The purpose of the tele-
conference was to share
information and best prac-
tices in a spirit of coopera-
tion and partnership. US
and Bahamian colleagues
discussed concrete ways of
strengthening bilateral
engagement to best com-
bat human trafficking,
whether it be forced labour
or forced prostitution.

The US Embassy said it
would like to commend
the government of the
Bahamas for its strong
commitment and proactive
efforts to address this
important human rights
issue. 

The Embassy said it
looks forward to exploring
joint training opportuni-
ties and technical assis-
tance to increase civil soci-
ety awareness and enhance
the Bahamian governmen-
t’s ability to identify vic-
tims and prosecute traf-
fickers.

By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

TWO prison officers were
granted bail yesterday after
being arraigned on drug
charges.

Simorne Roberts, 29, of
Malcolm Allotment, and
Clorado Mackey, 28, of Dig-
nity Gardens, were arraigned
before Deputy Chief Magis-
trate Carolita Bethell in
Court 8, Bank Lane, on mar-
ijuana possession charges.

It is alleged that on
Wednesday, September 29,
the two prison officers were
found in possession of five
pounds of marijuana, which
authorities believed they
intended to supply. Both
men pleaded not guilty to the
charge. Roberts and Mackey
also faced separate counts of
the charge of possession of
dangerous drugs. Prosecutors
allege that Roberts was
found in possession of one
ounce of marijuana and
Mackey was found in posses-
sion of three ounces of mari-
juana. Both men pleaded not
guilty to the charges. The
drugs were allegedly found
during a search of a vehicle.
Both men were represented
yesterday by attorneys
Devard Francis and Calvin
Seymour. 

Mr Francis told the court
that Roberts had been a
prison officer for four years
and that Mackey had been
employed as a prison officer
for five years. Mr Francis
also submitted that neither of
the men was a flight risk.
Both men were granted bail
in the sum of $10,000 with
two sureties and were
ordered to report to their
nearest police station every
Saturday before 6pm. The
case has been adjourned to
December 6.

Prison officers
accused of drug
possession
granted bail

TELECONFERENCE: REPRESENTATIVES from the Office of the Attorney General, Ministry of Labour and Social Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Department of
Immigration, and the Royal Bahamas Police Force participating in the teleconference along with Acting Deputy Chief of Mission Jefferson Dubel and Political Officer Wendy
Rejan from the US Embassy.

US Embassy commends Bahamian govt
on efforts to address human trafficking



By REUBEN SHEARER
Tribune Staff Reporter
rshearer@tribunemedia.net

ROYAL Bank of Canada’s
domestic retail and commercial
banking operations conducted
through its branch network in
the Bahamas will be transferred
to a wholly-owned subsidiary
of the Royal Bank of Canada,
which is headquartered in
Toronto, named RBC Royal
Bank (Bahamas) Limited.

The business will now be
operated under the brand name
RBC Royal Bank, it was
announced this week.

RBC Royal Bank
(Bahamas) Limited was incor-
porated under the laws of the
Bahamas and will be licensed
by the Central Bank of the
Bahamas.  

RBC has had a presence in
the Bahamas since 1908 and
said it is committed to expand-
ing its presence in the country.

“Incorporating locally is a
clear reflection of our confi-
dence in the stability and future

of the Bahamas and provides
a platform for the future growth
RBC anticipates in the mar-
ket,” said Nathaniel Beneby,
vice-president and country head
of the RBC Royal Bank,
Bahamas and Turks and Caicos
Islands.

“Clients will continue to
receive the same competent,
friendly and helpful service
from RBC. The change in our
name will not affect the way
clients do business with us and
clients will continue to access
our products and services and
utilise our facilities in the same
way as they do currently,” said
Mr Beneby.

Over a period of time,
cheques, credit cards, client
cards and other client forms
may be updated to reflect
RBC’s new name.  

These changes are not imme-
diate and will be introduced
through the normal course of
business. RBC will advise
clients well in advance if they
need to take any action, the
bank said.

PRIME Minister Hubert
Ingraham joined representa-
tives of other Caribbean coun-
tries, Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank governors and
leading academics and policy-
makers to the discuss how to
achieve resilient economic
growth after the global finan-
cial crisis.

Together with IDB presi-
dent Luis Alberto Moreno and
the Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) president Comp-
ton Bourne, Mr Ingraham yes-
terday opened a forum that
brought together the gover-
nors of the IDB from
Caribbean member countries
with other government offi-
cials, policy-makers, members
of academia and businessmen.

Mr Moreno hailed the
efforts made by regional gov-
ernments to overcome the
impact of the global crisis. 

“This has been a very chal-
lenging period for our hemi-
sphere as a whole and for the
Caribbean in particular, and
the IDB stepped up its sup-
port to alleviate these pres-
sures,” said Mr Moreno.

“We gather once a year to
discuss the economic outlook,
the IDB’s plans, and most
importantly, to understand our
member countries’ priorities
and learn what they expect
from the Bank in the coming
year.” 

The previous forum was
held in Haiti last year.

IDB Caribbean member

countries include Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize, Guyana,
Haiti, Jamaica, Suriname and
Trinidad and Tobago. The

Bank also partners with the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) to support
regional integration and pro-
vides financing for the Organ-
isation of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) in partnership
with the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank

Participants in the IDB
high-level forum in the
Bahamas are expected to
analyse the global economic
context and ways for the
Caribbean to achieve a
resilient growth after the finan-
cial downturn.

The IDB’s Board of Gover-
nors is composed of top eco-
nomic officials from member
countries, and is the Bank’s
maximum authority.

Other participants include
Hilary Beckles, principal of the
University of the West Indies
at Cave Hill Campus, and Der-
ick Boyd, executive director

of the Caribbean Centre for
Money and Finance.

The topics to be discussed
include: Patterns of world
growth and the Caribbean;
global financial reform and the
Caribbean; climate change and
infrastructure; private sector
development – trade and
regional integration.

Today, a business round
table with key policy-makers
and private sector leaders is
expected to help identify
opportunities for strategic
partnerships to support private
sector development and com-
petitiveness.
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THE world’s largest cruise ship, the
Oasis of the Seas, which calls on the port of
Nassau twice a month, is projected to have
generated almost $15 million for the coun-
try by the end of this year.

“By the end of December, the Oasis
would have made 34 visits and brought at
least 183,600 passengers for the year 2010.
Head tax to be derived is estimated at $2.7
million while spending from the passen-
gers of this vessel is estimated at $12 mil-
lion. The ship will continue to call every
other week,” said Carla Stuart, director of
Cruise Development in the Ministry of
Tourism and Aviation. 

Downtown stores are also reporting
healthy business from cruise ships after
extensive dredging and refurbishment of
Nassau Harbour, according to the Min-
istry of Tourism.

The Oasis of the Seas is among a selec-
tion of cruise vessels that call at Prince
George Dock in Nassau. The ship calls at
Nassau two Sundays each month. Mean-
while, another mega cruise ship, the Nor-
wegian Epic, has been calling on Fridays.
Each vessel has contributed handsomely to
revenues, tourism officials said.

Ms Stuart pointed out that the Sunday
impact will be greater at the end of the
year when a new Royal Caribbean Cruise
Lines (RCCL) vessel is scheduled to call at
Nassau.

“In December, we will welcome the
Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas, the
sister ship to the Oasis,” Ms Stuart said. 

“This ship will also call every other week
on Sundays. After December, and with
the combined trips of the Oasis and Allure,
we will have an Oasis class vessel in port
every Sunday. These estimates do not
include calls made by the Freedom of the
Seas with a capacity of 3,634 double occu-
pancy and is now able to call on Nassau
during inclement weather at Coco Cay
(RCCL’s private island).

In November 2011, the Norwegian Epic
is expected to move from a bi-monthly
schedule to a weekly schedule. The head
tax collections from this vessel in 2012 are
estimated at $3 million with the passen-
ger spending at $13 million.

In the first quarter of 2011, Nassau will
welcome Disney’s new mega ship - the

Disney Dream. This ship will have a capac-
ity of 4,000 passengers and will replace the
Disney Wonder with a capacity of 2,600
passengers

The departure taxes paid by the thou-
sands of passengers onboard the mega
cruise ships alone are estimated to pay for
the Nassau Harbour Improvement Project
in three to five years, tourism officials said. 

Downtown businesses have also taken
notice of the mega ships and their passen-
gers.

Thelma Miller of Vintage Island Hand-
icraft, a Festival Place souvenir store,
pointed out that the Oasis’ calls have been
good for business on Sundays, which would
otherwise be slow. 

Meanwhile, Senor Frog’s has also been
happy with the business that the Oasis
brings.

“It does make a difference when the
Oasis comes in,” said Chester Williamson,
manager of Senor Frog’s. “I think the sec-
ond week it came in with 3,000 people on
board.”

Mr Williamson said cruise business fig-
ures prominently into the restaurant’s busi-
ness although they get some groups from
hotels as well. 

He notices many families on Mondays
when the Disney cruise ship makes its call,
and on Wednesdays, he has noted that
Norwegian ships especially encourage pas-
sengers to do shore activities.  

The most significant cruise business
comes on days like Tuesday and Saturday
when ships overnight. 

Although business ends early on Sun-
day’s the Oasis makes a definite impact, he
said.

IDB, Caribbean leaders discuss how
to achieve growth after financial crisis

ATTENDING FORUM:
Hubert Ingraham

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to hear
from people who are
making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for a
good cause, campaigning
for improvements in the
area or have won an
award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

RBC to transfer domestic retail,
commercial banking operations

HAVANA

CUBA will build three additional loading docks and a terminal
large enough to accommodate modern supertankers by 2014 at its
port in Cienfuegos, part of the communist government's effort
with Venezuela to rehabilitate and modernize the area's oil refin-
ery, according to Associated Press.

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, a self-described socialist
and close friend of Fidel Castro, attended the December 2007 re-
inauguration of the Soviet-era facility on central Cuba's southern
coast, and since then it has refined 55 million barrels.

Cuba and Venezuelan plan to expand capacity there to 150,000
barrels refined per day and the new berths and terminal will
ensure tankers carrying more oil can come and go more freely,
said Luis Medina, director of Cuba's national port authority, at a
news conference Friday in Havana, 185 miles (300 kilometers)
northwest of Cienfuegos.

Chavez's government ships more than 100,000 barrels of oil a
day to Cuba in exchange for island doctors who provide free
medical care in his country and other social services. The expand-
ed capacity at Cienfuegos will allow Venezuela to ship more
petroleum products that can be refined on the island.

Cuba independently operates its largest oil field, the Varadero
field discovered by Russian scientists in 1971, but the communist
government relies on energy companies from Canada, Spain,
Norway, India, Malaysia and China for other drilling operations.

Cuban govt to build docks
and new terminal by 2014

Cruise ship projected to
generate almost $15m

MAIDEN VOYAGE: The
Oasis of the Seas contin-
ues to provide important
business for downtown
operations. The world’s
largest ship is pictured
on its maiden voyage to
Nassau.

Derek Smith/BIS



EDITOR, The Tribune.   

THE scenario being
played out in connection
with the arrest of a number
of local straw vendors in
New York is the culmina-
tion of one of the many
questionable activities being
employed by a selected
number of senior members
in the straw market. In that
institution, some operate
their own bank where ille-
gal migrants at rates far in
excess of those charged by
banks are paid in exchange
for US dollars.

Why law enforcement
authorities allow the illegal
enterprises being employed
in that venue called the
straw market to not only
continue but to flourish is
beyond comprehension.
Some of these persons
(seniors) employ illegal
Jamaicans and Haitians to
run their stalls, without hav-
ing work permits to allow
them to work. There is no
secret about such shenani-
gans, so immigration offi-
cials should be aware of such
practices; but are they doing
anything about it? No. 

Now that these persons
have taken their modus
operandi to another man’s

country and not only con-
spired, but bought those ille-
gal items over a period of
time every jack rabbit and
his bulla are questioning the
action taken by the relevant
authorities in their own
country. I often question the
absence of Bahamian straw
products and home made
artifacts in our straw mar-
ket and vendor stalls in oth-
er locations.

There is no doubt that
Bahamian craftsmen can
and do produce quality
products that are truly rep-
resentative of our culture.
The question can be asked,
why aren’t they being sold
by vendors in the  straw
markets? The answer to that
is very simple, the relevant
government agency, if there
is such an animal, do not
carry out their functions to
protect the local producers
from the imported garbage
from other countries.

With the grabalicious
mentality of our people for
the fast buck and the unsu-
pervised environment at
their establishment creates
a Dog Haven for such an
undisturbed operation. The
arrest of those persons is a
blessing in disguise and a
clarion call to the relevant
authorities to get their act
together in providing pro-
tection for Bahamian goods
and artifacts. It is also a sig-
nal to police and immigra-

tion to clean up the mess
before it is carried over to
the new facility.

In Her Majesty’s resort at
Fox Hill (prisons), there are
any number of its inhabi-
tants who are very good arti-
sans, this would be a prime
area for the BAIC to divert
some of its energy and
resources in the buying of
materials for them (inhabi-
tants) to work with, find
markets for the products
produced, and help them to
prepare for a useful and pro-
ductive re-entry into soci-
ety. This is not only a chal-
lenge for the present chair-
man of that institution, but
one that can add to his
already illustrious legacy.

‘To show how far these
persons will go to justify
their illegal operations, one
only need to listen to their
rhetoric in defence of their
action, or read them in the
media. How absurd to sug-
gest that not only the ven-
dors but the Government
will suffer because of the
cessation of such activity. It
is questionable whether
these goods undergo cus-
tom’s scrutiny on arrival in
this country or just slide
through, as is the case in
many instances.

ERRINGTON W I
WATKINS
Nassau,
September, 2010.

EDITOR, The Tribune.

I SHALL be obliged if
you would publish this let-
ter  in the event that my
“representa” — Mr Brent
Symonette — is at the UN
and not able to reach the
BEC Minister.

Dear Brent, 
Please forward my invi-

tation, to whichever Minis-
ter has responsibility for
Bahamas Electricity Cor-
poration and ask him/her to
stoop, just for a few
moments, to the lowly level
of the Bahamian populace
who elected him/her, and
just try to reach someone
at this august public entity.
By telephone I mean.

A few moments ago I e-
mailed you to advise that
the north end of San Souci
has been without electricity
since the little blow we had
on Tuesday evening and it
is still out this afternoon,
Thursday at 3.29pm. God
forbid we should have a
hurricane any time soon.

Following my e-mail to

you, I began what can only
be described as an Alice In
Wonderland trek gone
awry. Calling the listed tele-
phone number for BEC a
very sweet and polite
recorded voice answers the
telephone and seeks to
guide one through a pletho-
ra of options, all except the
one that I wanted, which
was to speak to a human
being.

To add insult to injury,
the last of the five options
allows one to dial in the
name of an employee.
Great I thought – I’ll speak
to the man who is paid the
really big bucks and some-
thing will happen for sure.
So, I methodically and very
carefully type in Basden
(General Manager) and
before I have an opportu-
nity to dial Kevin, I am
automatically shunted off
to the “mechanic shop”.
Well mudda tak sick as the

people say.  The General
Manager is not even in the
phone list and the only Bas-
den is in the mechanic shop.
Nevertheless he was a
human and apologised to
me and offered to route my
call to “out front.”   Yes, to
another human being.

I know BEC say that they
are broke, but we also have
a massive unemployment
problem in the country, and
since the suffering public
are having to suck up the
funding of the cash short-
age anyway, with increased
rates, would it not be possi-
ble, somehow, to hire some
of these unemployed peo-
ple, the most illiterate of
whom I have no doubt
could outperform this auto-
mated voice mail system.

You may be able to
detect a certain level of
frustration here and if you
do then that is good
because I am frustrated as
all hell!

BRUCE G RAINE
Nassau,
September 30, 2010

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

EDITORIAL/LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PAGE 4, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2010                                                                                                                                               THE TRIBUNE

The Tribune Limited
NULLIUS ADDICTUS JURARE IN VERBA MAGISTRI

Being Bound to Swear to The Dogmas of No Master

LEON E. H. DUPUCH, Publisher/Editor 1903-1914

SIR ETIENNE DUPUCH, Kt., O.B.E., K.M., K.C.S.G., 
(Hon.) LL.D., D.Litt .

Publisher/Editor 1919-1972
Contributing Editor 1972-1991

EILEEN DUPUCH CARRON, C.M.G., M.S., B.A., LL.B.
Publisher/Editor 1972-

Published Daily Monday to Saturday

Shirley Street, P.O. Box N-3207, Nassau, Bahamas
Insurance Management Building., P.O. F-485, Freeport, Grand Bahama

TELEPHONE
Switchboard (News, Circulation and Advertising) 322-1986

WASHINGTON — Being simply the "party
of no" against President Barack Obama has
worked well for Republicans all year, and they're
poised for big election gains.

But now, after internal GOP debate and
relentless White House goading, Republicans
eager to show voters that they're ready to govern
and that they stand for something have rolled out
a policy agenda of their own. And, perhaps,
played right into the Democrats' hands.

House GOP leader John Boehner cast the
"Pledge to America" as "a new governing agen-
da, built by listening to the American people,
that offers a new way forward." But he also
acknowledged that it lacked specifics on impor-
tant subjects like Social Security and Medicaid.

Much of it also adhered generally to age-old
GOP principles.

"They want the next two years to look like
the eight years before I took office," Obama
asserted in New York. He derided the GOP
plan as "the exact same agenda" even before the
GOP officially rolled it out.

And his Democratic Party piled on.
"All House Republicans did was recycle the

failed economic policies of President Bush that
put special interests and multinational CEOs
above American families," said Maryland Rep.
Chris Van Hollen, who leads the House Democ-
rats' campaign effort.

Facing a stiff political headwind, Democrats
are grasping for any strategy they can find to
minimize an expected shellacking on Nov. 2.
And the GOP's campaign manifesto gives the
president's party a potentially valuable tool as it
tries to cast the midterm elections as a choice that
voters must make between two economic visions
rather than a referendum on Obama and the
Democratic-controlled Congress as Republi-
cans want.

With the 21-page GOP document, Democrats
now have something to point to as they seek to
bolster their claim that Republicans offer noth-
ing more than the same policies of the past. The
plan also is filled with material for Democrats to
use to draw sharp contrasts with GOP candi-
dates in a campaign that has been tilting the
Republicans' way.

Also, just when Republican primary season
divisions were starting to heal, the GOP agenda
is highlighting fissures within the party. Repub-
licans in the Senate, GOP governors and sever-
al of the party's potential 2012 presidential can-
didates signed on, but conservatives complained
about what was included and what was left out.

None of that is ideal for Republicans with
just over five weeks until the election.

Out of power in the White House and Con-
gress, the GOP is favoured to gain large numbers
of House, Senate and gubernatorial seats.
Republicans are the likely beneficiary of an elec-
torate that again is craving change just two years
after Democrats rose to power in the White
House and four years after they won control of
Congress.

When voters are as bitter as polls say they are
now, Republicans have been happy to offer

themselves as an alternative to the status quo.
But they've also concluded that that alone is

not enough.
Their private internal debate has pitted those

who favoured rolling out a governing plan
against others worried it would open GOP can-
didates to criticism.

Strategists advising House Republicans told
them that voters want the GOP to do more than
just say Democratic policies have failed. These
strategists stressed the need for Republicans to
show voters — and specifically independents
who had swung away from Democrats since
helping elect Obama in 2008 — that they have a
plan for action. There also were concerns that
Democrats were making inroads by painting
Republicans as obstructionists.

"Our government has failed us," said Rep.
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif. "We have been lis-
tening and we heard you."

Blending longtime GOP orthodoxy with a call
for more responsible government, the GOP doc-
ument provides a general roadmap for how out-
of-power Republicans would govern. It says
they'd focus on job creation and spending control
while changing the way Congress does business.
They'd cut taxes. Federal spending, too. Replace
Obama's health care plan. And, in a nod to the
party's conservative wing, ban federal funding of
abortion.

It's all political ammunition for Democrats.
Obama and his party long have castigated

Republicans as "the party of no" as the GOP
stood mostly in lockstep against the president's
sweeping agenda.

Recently, the White House has pushed the
GOP to offer detailed proposals, particularly
on the economy.

"In a political campaign, the easiest thing for
the other side to do is not to put forward any
specifics, not to put forward any plans, but just
try to ride that anger and fear all the way to
Election Day. And that's what's happening right
now," Obama said earlier this week.

Republicans answered the call Thursday.
Whether GOP candidates up and down the

ballot — they span the ideological spectrum
from moderate to conservative to tea party —
embrace the document is an open question.

Certainly, Democrats will put Republicans on
the spot, forcing them to answer queries about
the agenda that includes this vague statement:
"We pledge to honour families, traditional mar-
riage, life, and the private and faith-based orga-
nizations that form the core of our American val-
ues."

Pressed about that sentence specifically,
Boehner assured people: "We are not going to
be any different than what we've been."

It was a line that White House press secretary
Robert Gibbs was happy to echo, in different
context: "Most of the American people will see
it's very much in line with what the Republican
Party has proposed for the past many years."

(This article was written by Liz Sidoti, 
AP national political writer).

BEC’s automated
answering system
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Protection should be provided
for Bahamian goods and artifacts

 



By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport
Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Despite
heavy rains and windy con-
ditions, Grand Bahama
“fared well” with no major
flooding or property dam-
age reported here on the
island. 

There were some large
road puddles, but residents
went about their normal
routine and students
returned to the classrooms
on Thursday.      

“We fared well and we
were more prepared than
we needed to be,” Island
Administrator Don Cornish
told The Tribune on Thurs-
day. 

When the tropical storm
alert was discontinued, Mr
Cornish said that all their
resources had already been
activated and two shelters
had been opened.  

He reported that 10 per-
sons sought safe haven at
the two shelters located at
the Eight Mile Rock High
gymnasium and the St
Georges’ High gymnasium
in Freeport.  

“We were very much
ahead of what was happen-
ing…and we did extremely
well and I would give us a
high passing grade; it was a
good drill for us, the stake-
holders and volunteers,” Mr
Cornish said. 

Conditions
“We are pleased that con-

ditions did not get worse and
the population was spared.”

One elderly resident had
to be removed by Social Ser-
vices officials when her
house in the Eight Mile
Rock area was flooded ear-
ly Wednesday morning. 

The tropical depression
which formed near Cuba

had upgraded to tropical
storm Nicole, but it rapidly
became disorganised and fell
apart as it moved out of the
area late Wednesday. 

Mr Cornish said they had
expected the heavy rains to
cause some flooding at Peli-
can Point and South Riding
Point in East End, and at
the Fishing Hole Road
because of the creeks in
those areas. 

“We had no major flood-
ing problems in those areas,
we only had some excessive
water in the road but noth-
ing serious,” he said. 

Fishing Hole Road has
water on both sides and is
prone to flooding usually
when a storm moves in
from the east of Grand
Bahama. 

Tropical storm Nicole
was moving in from the
west. 

He said police officers
were stationed at Fishing
Hole as a precaution. 

“There were reports cir-
culating that the road was
closed, but it was not closed.
We had officers there on
look-out so that if conditions
got to a dangerous point
they would be there to assist
persons,” he said. 

Readiness
Mr Cornish said they were

able to assess their readi-
ness. 

“Our lines of communica-
tion need to be strength-
ened, but in terms of our
preparation we did extreme-
ly well. I think we have a
good template to build on
the future,” he said.

Grand Bahama ‘fares well’
despite heavy rain and wind
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.26 1.00 AML Foods Limited 1.01 1.01 0.00 0.250 0.040 4.0 3.96%
10.75 9.67 Bahamas Property Fund 10.63 10.63 0.00 0.013 0.200 817.7 1.88%
6.18 4.50 Bank of Bahamas 4.90 4.90 0.00 0.598 0.260 8.2 5.31%
0.58 0.18 Benchmark 0.18 0.18 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
3.49 3.15 Bahamas Waste 3.15 3.15 0.00 0.168 0.090 18.8 2.86%
2.15 2.14 Fidelity Bank 2.17 2.17 0.00 0.016 0.040 135.6 1.84%
12.50 9.62 Cable Bahamas 10.77 10.77 0.00 1.212 0.310 8.9 2.88%
2.84 2.50 Colina Holdings 2.50 2.50 0.00 60,944 0.781 0.040 3.2 1.60%
7.00 5.40 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.60 6.60 0.00 0.422 0.230 15.6 3.48%
3.65 1.63 Consolidated Water BDRs 1.89 1.94 0.05 0.111 0.052 17.5 2.68%
2.55 1.60 Doctor's Hospital 1.90 1.90 0.00 0.199 0.110 9.5 5.79%
6.99 5.94 Famguard 6.07 6.07 0.00 -0.003 0.240 N/M 3.95%
10.20 8.50 Finco 8.50 8.50 0.00 0.287 0.520 29.6 6.12%
11.40 8.77 FirstCaribbean Bank 9.74 9.74 0.00 0.645 0.350 15.1 3.59%
5.51 3.75 Focol (S) 5.46 5.46 0.00 0.366 0.170 14.9 3.11%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
5.59 5.00 ICD Utilities 5.59 5.59 0.00 0.012 0.240 465.8 4.29%
10.50 9.92 J. S. Johnson 9.92 9.92 0.00 0.883 0.640 11.2 6.45%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.355 0.800 28.2 8.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
99.46 99.46 Bahamas Note 6.95 (2029) BAH29 99.46 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00
100.00 100.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

7%

Interest

7%

RoyalFidelity Merchant Bank & Trust Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)
29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE:242-323-2330 | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

6.95% 20 November 2029

FRIDAY, 1 OCTOBER 2010
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,516.83 | CHG 0.06 | %CHG 0.00 | YTD -48.55 | YTD % -3.10

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing basis)
Maturity

19 October 2017

FINDEX: CLOSE 000.00 | YTD 00.00% | 2009 -12.31%

30 May 2013

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
10.06 5.01 Bahamas Supermarkets 5.01 6.01 14.00 -2.945 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.55 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months % NAV 3MTH
1.4904 1.4005 CFAL Bond Fund 1.4904 3.59% 6.42% 1.475244
2.9265 2.8266 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.9115 0.85% 0.23% 2.926483
1.5546 1.4905 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5546 3.18% 4.30% 1.533976
3.2025 2.8522 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.8624 -8.16% -7.49%
13.6388 13.0484 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.4286 0.46% 2.40%
109.3929 101.6693 CFAL Global Bond Fund 109.3929 5.20% 7.60% 107.570620
105.7795 93.1998 CFAL Global Equity Fund 100.1833 -1.52% 3.56% 105.779543
1.1223 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.1272 3.43% 5.28%
1.0917 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.0948 2.51% 6.10%
1.1198 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.1275 3.37% 5.64%
9.5955 9.1005 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 1 9.5955 2.71% 5.96%
11.2361 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 2 10.3734 -3.69% 3.38%
10.0000 9.1708 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund Principal

Protected TIGRS, Series 3 9.1708 -8.29% -8.29%
7.9664 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 7.5827 -1.74% 11.58%

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price
 52wk-Hi - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $ - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity
 52wk-Low - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $ - Selling price of Colina and fidelity
 Previous Close - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price - Last traded over-the-counter price
 Today's Close - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol. - Trading volume of the prior week
 Change - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths
 Daily Vol. - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value
 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful
 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100
(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007
(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Aug-10

BISX Listed Mutual Funds
NAV Date

31-Jul-10

31-Aug-10

31-Aug-10

CFAL Securities Ltd. (Over-The-Counter Securities)

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Jul-10

30-Jun-10

31-Aug-10
17-Sep-10
31-Aug-10

MARKET TERMS

31-Aug-10

NAV 6MTH
1.452500
2.906205
1.518097

103.987340
101.725415

30-Jun-10

31-Aug-10

31-Jul-10

31-Aug-10

By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net

FREEPORT – Bahamians who lack
skill and formal training are losing out on
opportunities available at the major
industrial companies on Grand Bahama,
according to a Grand Bahama MP.

Kwasi Thompson, MP for Pineridge,
said companies such as the shipyard, con-
tainer port, Vopak, Pharmachem and
Statoil are spending millions of dollars
here, yet Bahamians are not feeling the
effects of these million dollar deals. 

“I believe we must all do more and do
better to train and to be trained. The
companies who are making millions must
do more. The government should be
doing more and Grand Bahamians must
be doing more,” he said. 

Mr Thompson commended companies
such as the shipyard and Vopak that have
implemented training programmes for
Bahamians to obtain specialised skills
that will allow them to take advantage of
opportunities at their facilities. 

Statoil has also committed to providing
funds for training Bahamians.  

The shipyard held a graduation for its
fourth year apprentices. The occasion
also marked the 10 years of achievements
by the loyal “Founder Employees” of
the Grand Bahama Shipyard.

About 40 apprentices are in various
stages of their four-year apprenticeships
with the company.

Mr Thompson said that the skills
obtained by the young apprentices at
shipyard are important to Grand
Bahama’s survival. 

“Although it is on a small scale, this is
an example of what Grand Bahama
needs to fully recover and what Grand
Bahamians need to truly thrive,” he said. 

“The shipyard is a very important com-
pany to Grand Bahama and the

Bahamas. We have seen this company
evolve and expand and continue to make
a positive mark in Grand Bahama’s econ-
omy,” Mr Thompson said. 

He noted that over the years the facil-
ity has grown from an enterprise with a
few million in revenue and just over 100
employees to the largest in the region,
with an average revenue stream over
$130 million and upwards of 800 employ-
ees.

Mr Thompson said industrial compa-
nies need to educate the community,
especially high school students about
what they do and what qualifications are
needed to get into their companies.

In addition to training programmes,
Mr Thompson said more scholarships
are needed for young people. 

Carl Gustaf-Rotkirch, CEO and chair-
man, said the shipyard has been actively
developing apprenticeship programmes
for young Bahamians in cooperation with
BTVI since 2004.

He noted that a lot of money has been
invested in training.

Mr Rotkirch said the shipyard has
grown significantly since its inception 10
years ago. 

He noted that Grand Bahama Ship-
yard today is one of the biggest ship
repair companies in the Western hemi-
sphere with three floating docks and all
services required to perform the most
complicated repair, upgrade and con-
version projects.

Mr Rotkirch
recognised the
loyal “Founders
Employees” for
their contribu-
tions in helping to make the shipyard
what it is today.   

“They are the first employees who
have served the company through the
first 10 years of hardship, challenges and
success. 

“Without their commitment we
would not be where we are today with
a fully operational shipyard company
and moneymaking projects in it,” he
said. 

Mr Rotkirch also noted that the devel-
opment of the yard would not have been
possible without the support and co-oper-
ation of the Bahamas Government, and
its shareholders Carnival Corporation,
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines and the
Grand Bahama Port Authority.

He said the Grand Bahama Shipyard is
one of the island’s largest economic con-
tributors, pumping millions of dollars
into the local economy on an annual
basis, including $50 million directly and
$20 million in attracted business annual-
ly.  

The CEO also said the yard has pro-
vided employment for an increasing
number of Bahamians, and now employs
about 300 Bahamians in various posi-
tions, and uses a vendor base of about
200 vendors.

Those lacking skill, training
losing out on opportunities

"I am vex because
everyone is (going on)
'bout this Baha Mar an'
no one is pulling and
doing public relations
stuff 'bout our Atlantis
and good citizen Sir Sol
who will have to face all
the $2 billion dollar
competition on his
doorstep. 

"Everyone seems to
forget that it was
Atlantis who helped our
country when we need-
ed them and they too
needs all their profits to
pay their bills, loans,
salaries and public rela-
tions.”

- Grateful. 

"I am vex that my
Haitian neighbours with
attitude yuck up my
vexation cause they is
drying all type of they
clothes including under-
wear on the clothesline
they hang right in front
of they apartment an'
right by the junction of
we residential Bahami-
an neighbourhood plus
they have a habit of
throwing out a big bowl
of water in front of they
apartment every morn-
ing. 

"All this is going on
despite all them Haitian
church pastors and
organisations failing to
speak to them 'bout
Bahamian ways.”

- Bahamian Pride.

"I am vex that the
new courts are not
being built in the prison
compound by the pris-
oners who know how to
do construction and will
always be there to
promptly clean and
maintain and fix the
courtrooms when need-
ed. Prisoners will be
doing something con-
structive towards their
rehabilitation. Other
advantages are that the
government will save
plenty money plus will
know where to find the
workers when they
don't show up to work.” 

- Saving government
money.

" I done vex 'cause I
think all the traffic sci-
entists who done build
that six leg roundabout
at JFK mussy ain't fig-
ure out what will gone
happen, say when one
jitney mash one car
bumper in the middle of
the round about at rush
hour. I think we will
have to shut down half
the island with that plug
up traffic.”

- Motorist. 

"I am vex that the
bigwigs who run the
Water and Sewerage
Corporation cannot
seem to get their act
together. I am tired of
their excuses and the
run around, the fact of
the matter is they can't
provide a steady stream
of water to their paying
customers in eastern
Nassau. I don't know
the last time I had a
decent shower and it
takes forever to fill the
tub up for a bath – all
because of the ineffi-
ciencies of that govern-
ment agency. 

"Not to mention the
times over the last few
weeks I have come
home after a long, hot
day desperate for a cool
shower, only to turn on
a dry tap. 

“I have resorted to
going to the public
pump in Fox Hill to fill
up a five gallon bottle
so I can have water to
at least clean my house
meanwhile these 'fat
cats' continue to make a
generous salary for
ineptitude.” 

- Dusty in Yamacraw.

““II bbeelliieevvee wwee mmuusstt aallll ddoo mmoorree
aanndd ddoo bbeetttteerr ttoo ttrraaiinn aanndd ttoo bbee
ttrraaiinneedd.. TThhee ccoommppaanniieess wwhhoo aarree
mmaakkiinngg mmiilllliioonnss mmuusstt ddoo mmoorree.. ””

MP for Pineridge Kwasi Thompson

WHY YOU

VEX?
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CENTRAL GOSPEL CHAPEL
CHRISTIE & DOWDESWELL STREETS • Tel: 325-2921

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2010

Bible Class: 9:45 a.m. • Breaking of Bread Service: 10:45 a.m.
• Community Outreach: 11:30 a.m. • Evening Service: 7:00 p.m.

• Midweek Service 7:30 p.m. (Wednesdays)

11:30 A.M. Speaker

PASTOR PERRYWALLACE
October is Missions Month at Central

Grant’s Town Wesley Methodist Church
(Baillou Hill Rd & Chapel Street) P.O.Box CB-13046

The Holy Ghost Prayer-Line number is 326-7427
(www.gtwesley.org)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2010

Theme: “ As a wise master builder, I laid a foundation and another was building upon it."

7:00 a.m. Rev. Charles Sweeting/Bro. Franklyn Bethel
10:00 a.m. Rev. Carla Culmer/Confirmation Service
7:00 p.m. Bro. Carla Culmer/Board of Music Ministry

A NIGHT of Broadway
tunes from a new album to
benefit the Grand Bahama Per-
forming Arts Society and its
scholarships for local perform-
ing arts students has been
deemed a success by organis-
ers. 

Dalia Feldman and Friends
took to the stage in Freeport
last Saturday with classic
Broadway songs just released
on Ms Feldman’s new CD
“Broadway Baby”.

Delighting the crowd with
favourite show tunes, Ms Feld-
man performed hit songs
accompanied by Dr Christy
Lee on the piano, and sang
duets with international bari-
tone Robert Edwin, her long-
time voice teacher.

Mr Edwin is a singer, com-
poser, teacher and writer who
has performed all over the
world, from singing in New
York’s Carnegie Hall to pre-
senting Bach cantatas in Euro-
pean cathedrals.

Providing the arrangements
and accompanying the singers
on the piano at the event was
the College of the Bahamas’
own Assistant Professor of
Music, Dr Lee. 

She is also credited with
lending her musical skills to Ms
Feldman’s CD.

Proceeds from the “Broad-
way Baby” album sales will go

to the Grand Bahama Per-
forming Arts Society scholar-
ships.

Following her performance
on Saturday, the cast presented
Ms Feldman with a birthday
cake. She said she first experi-
enced Broadway shows when
her older brother treated her
to performances as childhood
birthday and Christmas gifts.

“(I am) overjoyed to be able
to give back some of the magic
I experienced in the theatre at
an early age. It is my sincere
hope that this new album will
help open doors for a new gen-
eration of talented singers,
dancers, musicians and pro-
duction talent to finely develop
their own unique gifts and love
of theatre,” she said.

“Broadway Baby’ was a joint
production of the Grand
Bahama Performing Arts Soci-
ety and the Freeport Players
Guild. 

The Grand Bahama Per-
forming Arts Society was cre-
ated to bring professional
artists and performers from
around the world to audiences
in Grand Bahama. Drawing
from Bahamian and interna-
tional talent, a number of per-
formances are planned
throughout the year. Proceeds
are used for the advancement
of students of the performing
arts.

‘Broadway
Baby’ deemed

a success

BAPTIST Health South Florida sponsored the St
Kitts and Nevis Association of Florida’s 12th Annual
Independence Dinner and Ball on Saturday, September
18 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

As St Kitts and Nevis Honorary Consul General,
president and CEO of Baptist Health South Florida
Brian Keeley, along with Baptist’s top executives, cel-
ebrated the 27th anniversary of the Federation’s inde-
pendence with more than 100 association members
and friends of St Kitts and Nevis in attendance. 

Baptist Health South
Florida sponsors 12th 
Annual Independence
Dinner and Ball

GROUP SHOT: BAPTIST Health representatives pictured left to
right: Lawrence Cole, assistant vice-president of International Busi-
ness Development; Allen Brenteson, Baptist Health International
ambassador; George Foyo, executive vice-president and chief
administrative officer; Brian  Keeley, St Kitts and Nevis Honorary
Consul General and president and chief executive officer; Michael
Stein, corporate vice-president of International; Ben Mollere, cor-
porate vice-president of Hospitality and Business Relations; Bob
Baal, Baptist Health Foundation ambassador; with Cheryl Andrews,
Holly Zawyer and Sasha Hlozek from Cheryl Andrews Marketing
Communications, the public relations firm for both the Nevis
Tourism Authority and Baptist Health International; Ivis Guerra,
international media communications manage.

CLASSIC:
DALIA Feld-
man sings
‘Wishing You
Were Some-
how Here
Again’ from
The Phantom
of the Opera
during the
‘Broadway
Baby’ con-
cert; she was
accompanied
by Dr Christy
Lee on piano.

BIRTHDAY: THE cast surprised Dalia Feldman with a birthday cake following
her performance Saturday evening.

DUET: DALIA Feldman sings ‘I Have Dreamed’
accompanied by her former voice teacher Robert
Edwin and Dr Christy Lee on piano.

DAVE MACKEY/The Bahamas Weekly Photos
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abused, the humiliated and the
sick,” reads the website.

Similar to the businessman’s
King Humanitarian and Global
Foundation, evidence of what
work has been done to promote
these causes is not immediately
apparent.

Furthermore, it is noted by
the Associated Press that a list
of alleged trustees placed on the
World Citizen Award founda-
tion’s website was “lifted with-
out authorization from the web
site of the World Peace Foun-
dation, a well-respected NGO
in the U.S.” 

“Neither the World Peace
Foundation nor its Board mem-
bers are connected with the
'World Citizen Award’,” said a
lawyer for that group.

A further discrepancy is high-
lighted in the fact that the web-
site claims the Award itself – a
medal – was designed in 2007
by Norwegian sculptor Gustav
Vigeland, assisted by the
Swedish engraver Erik Lind-
berg. 

This is problematic, howev-
er, as Vigeland, who designed
the Nobel Peace medal, died in
1943, while Lindberg, who
designed the Nobel physics,
chemistry, medicine and litera-
ture medals, died in 1966.

Two sections of the World
Citizen Award website entitled
“Honorees”  and “Contact Us”
were not functional yesterday,
leaving anyone visiting the web-
site left to wonder who was pre-
viously honoured by the foun-
dation and without any means
of contacting those responsible
to find out. Something the web-
site does provide are lengthy
details about the format of the
ceremony, which is proposed to
be a “strictly formal affair” with
men in “dark suits” and ladies
in “short or long dresses.”

A “five course gourmet
meal” will be served, it claims,
and two speeches will be given.

“First, Chairman of the world
citizen award Committee speaks
in honour of the Laureate, often
giving the address a humorous
slant. The Laureate speaks sec-

ond. Finally the founder of the
world citizen awards delivers an
after-dinner speech,” it is stated.

In 2006 Mr King blamed the
“racism” of the Bermuda news-
paper the Royal Gazette for the
fact that an awards ceremony
he had announced would be
staged on the island did not go
ahead. King had told the news-
paper that several “big Holly-
wood names” were to appear
at the event but was embar-
rassed when the stars, which
included actor Will Smith,
actress Halle Berry, and South
Africa’s Bishop Desmond Tutu,
denied all knowledge of it.

Mr Dlamini is not the only
individual expecting to be hon-
oured by King in the near

future. Mr King took out two
full pages of advertising in the
local media this week to pro-
mote an October 17th awards
ceremony, entitled the “Salute
to Greatness Awards.”

Close to one hundred
Bahamians are said to be set
for honours at that event, which
will involve a “presentation lun-
cheon and evening concert”,
according to the advertisement,
for a “donation” of $70 per per-
son attending. 

The Tribune confirmed yes-
terday that Mr King has already
booked the Crystal Palace ball-
room at the Wyndham Nassau
Resort for the event, having so
far paid a deposit for the facili-
ties.

Robins – received four separate life sentences
after pleading guilty to manslaughter in the
deaths of 11-year-old Mackinson Colas, 11-year-
old Junior Reme, 13-year-old DeAngelo McKen-
zie, and 14-year-old Desmond Rolle.

The boys disappeared over a five-month peri-
od in 2003. The remains were turned over to the
families for burial two years ago. 

Ms Davis raised her grandson, DeAngelo,
from infancy at her home on Pioneer’s Way,
which is a very short distance from where Far-
rington had picked the young boy up while he
was walking home from school on May 27, 2003.

“We are trying to get our lives back to normal
and trying to put it behind us, but it is hard
because the family will never forget what hap-
pened to DeAngelo,” she said.

During the sentencing, Ms Davis and the moth-
ers heard details of how Farrington lured, sodom-
ized and killed the boys; how he buried them
and dug up their remains and hid the bones in his
girlfriend’s house.  

“The judge said they don’t usually read such
details in cases like that, but seeing that I wanted
to hear what Farrington did to them it was read
in court.

“I prayed and asked God to give me the
strength. It hurt me but I know now what he
(Farrington) did to the boys,” she said.

“If I want to see God’s face, I have to forgive
him. I can’t have hate in my heart towards him
and still expect to see God’s face. 

“I forgive him and I have to move on with my
life.  Now he (Farrington) will have to get his soul
right to meet his Maker.”

Rev Glenroy Bethel, founder of Families For
Justice, commended the mothers for the courage
of actual being in court and re-living the deaths all

over again of their loved ones.
“It was extremely tough on them and they

were able to pull through. It was unbearable for
them to hear the details of what happened but
they wanted to be there and they heard him apol-
ogise for what he had done,” he said. 

Rev Bethel said it was very tragic how the
boys died.

“Everyone was emotional; you had reporters
crying, the judge couldn’t believe it…and we
hope this never occurs again in our country with
any of our children,” he said.  

Rev Bethel has been a strong advocate for the
families. He is pleased that the families can now
have some closure. 

“We initially wanted the death penalty but we
knew that…. may have not happened. 

“I believe justice has been served and the fam-
ilies are very pleased. I assured them that this was
the best way forward in how the matter was dealt
with. It took a long time, but they have finally got-
ten some closure,” Rev Bethel said. 

Although tragic, Rev Bethel stressed that the
wider community must not allow the deaths of
the four boys to go in vain.    

“There is a message being sent to the wider
community and we must not forget what hap-
pened to these boys seven years ago. 

“Our children have gone back to their lives
as normal and there could be more persons like
Farrington in our community. 

“We need to start safeguarding our children
and instilling in them to beware of strangers and
to not run off with anybody because they enticed
you in some way. That message must be taught to
them at home and in our schools,” Rev Bethel
said.

he advised the council not to
hold the event, citing financial
challenges as a main reason. 

The final decision was up to
the council's vote, said Mr Ingra-
ham, but some political
observers see it as a way to
block Mr McCartney from a
leadership bid. 

Yesterday Mr McCartney
said he was fine with the coun-
cil's decision, which indicates
the party is satisfied with its cur-
rent leadership. 

"That is the voice of the par-
ty, the party has indicated what
they wanted," he told The Tri-
bune. "It would be good to
know where the party is headed
and not to wait for the last
minute to determine where the
party is headed and how the
leadership team will look. That
in my view doesn't make good

political sense but I guess the
party understands, and if the
party wishes to go forward with
the same leadership slate, that's
fine."

Mr Ingraham has said he will
announce at the end of the year
whether or not he plans to offer
himself as leader of the party
leading up to the next general
election which is slated for 2012.

Mr McCartney added that,
despite some reports, he is not
actively seeking an opportunity
to grab the leadership of the par-
ty, but would not shy away from
the opportunity if it arose.

"Some people say out there
that I am looking for (the
FNM's) leadership. I have
always said that if I am given
the opportunity – I cannot nom-
inate myself – that’s for the peo-
ple of the FNM to do, not me. If

I am given the opportunity I
would welcome it."

He said the country has had
40 years of the same politics
adding it is time for a shift in
mindset. 

"I do think we need to move
on by way of our mindset. Our
mindset has not changed for 40
years. We need to take it to
another level, start thinking out-
side the box."

Aside from himself he said
there are others within the par-
ty who are also fit to lead – such
as Education Minister Desmond
Bannister, State Finance Minis-
ter Zhirvargo Laing, Health
Minister Dr Hubert Minnis and
former leader of the FNM,
National Security Minister Tom-
my Turnquest. 

Mr McCartney, former state
immigration minister, resigned
from Cabinet earlier this year,
but remains a member of the
FNM. 

convention hotels” over the “next several weeks.”
Don Robinson, president of Baha Mar said:

“We are truly excited to have Rosewood Hotels
& Resorts manage and operate Baha Mar’s luxury
hotel. The Rosewood Hotels executive team
immediately saw the vision of our project and
the opportunity of raising its flag in The
Bahamas.”  

John Scott, president and CEO of Rosewood
Hotels & Resorts said: “Baha Mar is an exciting
project for Rosewood to be a part of, and we are
thrilled about the opportunity. 
“Baha Mar has assembled a highly accomplished
group of development, entertainment, retail and
hospitality experts to lead this project, and we

feel confident that this team will create a world-
class  destination resort. In addition, The Bahamas
is rich in history, culture and natural beauty and
will complement Rosewood's family of existing
world-class Caribbean resorts. Excellent air lift
into Nassau and proximity to the US makes this a
very appealing destination for our Rosewood
travellers."   

Rosewood Hotels & Resorts award-winning
getaways in the Caribbean include Rosewood
Little Dix Bay in Virgin Gorda; Caneel Bay, in St
John; and Jumby Bay, in Antigua. It also runs
the five-star Rosewood Mansion at Turtle Creek,
Dallas, and The Carlyle, in New York City.     

FORTY-one year-old Rudy King has made a name for himself as a
colourful businessman and events promoter over the years, as well as
positioning himself as the founder and chairman of what he calls the
King Humanitarian and Global Foundation.

But finding evidence of what humanitarian work the foundation has
done is not an easy task. 

Sometimes referring to himself as “His Excellency”, and having gone
by at least four different names on various occasions, King has now
been linked to the “World Citizen Award”, which is said to be a “pres-
tigious” honour for individuals who have contributed to world peace
and human rights and shown themselves to be “exemplars of society.”

The award has drawn global attention this week when it was
learned that it would be offered this year to the prime minister of the
African nation of Swaziland, Barnabas Dlamini, who has been accused
of human rights abuses by organisations, including Amnesty Inter-
national. 

King is better known for being an events organiser, although not all
of the events he has organised have come to fruition.

In 2006 Mr King blamed the “racism” of the Bermuda newspaper,
The Royal Gazette, for the fact that an awards ceremony he had
announced would be staged on the island did not go ahead. King had
told the newspaper that several “big Hollywood names” were to
appear at the event, but was embarrassed when the stars, which
included actor Will Smith, actress Halle Berry and Bishop Desmond
Tutu, denied all knowledge of it.

Back in Nassau, Mr King had been declared bankrupt by the
Bahamas Supreme Court – the result of an unpaid $800,000 debt on
house renovations. The bankruptcy order was set aside in November
2008. 

This was not the first time Mr King had been accused of not pay-
ing a debt. In 2004, he was accused of attempting to defraud Amer-
ican Express of $400,000. American Express was awarded a judgment
against King.

Just a year later, in November 2007, King was detained in Los Ange-
les, California, allegedly in connection with an attempt to defraud the
US government’s Internal Revenue Service of $2.7 million. 

He appeared in court in the US, where he was charged with the
offence and granted bail, but soon after resurfaced in The Bahamas. 

In September 2008, King was arrested and held at the Cable Beach
police station after it was alleged that he had sought to deceive offi-
cers, telling them his passport had been stolen when it had not. 

He was charged with three counts of attempting to deceive a pub-
lic officer on September 18th. His trial on these charges is still pend-
ing, according to his attorney Murrio Ducille.

THE COLOURFUL CHARACTER OF RUDY KINGWorld
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NEW Delhi: When the opening cer-
emony of the XIX Commonwealth
Games is held on Sunday, boxer
Valentino Knowles will be hoisting
the Bahamian flag as he leads the del-
egation through the march past.

Knowles, who has already made his-
tory by winning three medals in the
last three international events he has
competed in, will be the first boxer to
be given such an honour at either the
Commonwealth or the Olympic
Games.

“Taking the flag at a competition
like this is an honour,” said Knowles,
who is fresh from his gold medal per-
formance at the Central American and
Caribbean Games in July. “This wasn’t
something that I ever imagined.

“But everything that you do for the
first time is an experience. So I’m just
glad to get this opportunity. Hopeful-
ly my family and friends will see me
and I can inspire the children in the
community where I grow up.”

Humble

Coming out of humble beginnings in
the Kemp Road area, Knowles said
his message to the youngsters is quite
simply: “If I can come from this area
and do it, they can do it too.” Knowles,
22, will be a part of the two-man box-
ing team that includes Carl Hield.
Head coach Andre Seymour said while
they are excited for the Bahamas
Olympic Committee selecting one of
their own, they are looking forward
to even bigger things at these games.

“The boxers are keeping sharp and
they are just waiting for the day for
them to box,” said Seymour, who will
be assisted by his cousin Floyd Sey-
mour from Washington D.C. “We’re
not taking any country light.

“This is the games and people lift
their level higher at the games. So this
is the reason why we are looking at
going into every match to come out
smoking. All of the boxers are training
hard and they are staying focused.”

Based on what he has seen, Sey-
mour said he’s looking for both
Knowles and Hield to succeed in win-
ning a medal as they join Stevie ‘the
Heat’ Larrimore, who won the
Bahamas’ last Commonwealth Games’
medal in 1984.

“We’re looking at putting that
behind us and rewriting history again,”

Seymour stated.
While the games will open on Sun-

day, competition won’t begin until
Monday with tennis as the first event
on the agenda for the Bahamas,
depending on the draw for the team
that will compete in men and wom-
en’s singles, doubles and mixed dou-
bles.

Tennis

The women’s tennis team was com-
plete with the arrival of Grand
Bahamian Larakah Russell yesterday.
She joined Nikkita Fountain and coach
Leo Rolle, who both came in on
Thursday. The men’s team of Devin
Mullings, Marvin Rolle and Rodney
Carey Jr from Grand Bahama are all
due in town today. Russell, 25, said
she was just excited to be here after
taking the long trip from London to
New Delhi with BOC president
Wellington Miller and secretary gen-
eral Rommel Knowles.

“I just want to go out there, have
fun and compete to the best of my
ability,” she stated. “I don’t know what
the venue will be like or who is com-
peting, but I’m hoping to make some
more medals for the Bahamas.”

She was referring to the fact that
she and Fountain teamed up to win
the gold at the CAC Games, a feat
that she hopes they can duplicate or at
least finish on the podium in one of the
three top spots. The bulk of the
Bahamas’ competition will actually
start on Tuesday with the first day of
competition in athletics (track and
field) and boxing. While the draw has
not yet been set for boxing, the men’s
100 metres is the first event for the
Bahamas in track and field.

National champion Adrian Griffith
will head a field of three competitors,
inclusive of Rodney Greene and Jami-
al Rolle. As the more seasoned com-
petitor or the pack, Griffith said he
hopes to lead by example.

“My training has been going good.
I’ve been consistent with what I’ve
been doing, so all I want to do is per-
form at my best,” he stated. “I got
acclimated real quite and with the gold
medal on your mind, you have to get
ready quick.”

The Bahamas will once again hope
to be a force to reckon with in the
men’s 400 with Andretti Bain, Michael
Mathieu and Ramon Miller taking the
mantle.

“Things have been looking very
good for us so far. I’m actually

impressed with the accommodations.
It’s much better than reported. Right
now it’s a much better environment,
very comfortable and training has been
going well,” he said.

“With this being the last event for
the year, I just want to go out there
and set a personal record and win gold
in the process. I worked hard all year
and I believe all of the injuries and
struggles that I endured this year, God
has allowed me to get to this point.
So I’m fresh. I feel like I’m ready to
go.”

Peak

Head coach Fritz Grant say the
entire team is peaking at the right time
for successful games.

“Based on the couple of days that
we were here, the minor training camp
has brought the synergy of the ath-
letes and the team together,” he stated.
“The practises have been very good.
Everybody has been hitting the times
they should and they feel good.

“So I’m quite pleased with what I’ve
seen them accomplish in practice, so it
bodes well for what I anticipate in their
individual events coming up in a few
days. So I’m quite pleased with every-
body so far, the throws and the jumps
and all of the quarter-milers.”

Renewing his rivalry with Donald
Thomas, who is due in town by Sun-
day, Trevor Barry said his goal is to
ensure that he is on the medal podium
this time around in the men’s high
jump.

“It’s gold or nothing, but just to be
on the podium would be nice,” Barry
said. “I just want to represent the
country well. I remember how I missed
out on winning a medal at the last one.
I don’t plan to do the same this time.”

Making his debut at a major inter-
national meet, Rudon Bastian said he
hopes to represent the field competi-
tors when he steps out on the track in
the men’s long jump.

“It’s just a good feeling to be around
so many of the big names in track and
field who you only really get to see on
TV,” he said. “But I underestimated
the niceness of the facilities because of
all the rumours.”

“But the people have been really
nice and the facilities are excellent. So
that should only want to inspire you to
go out there and compete at your best.
If I can make it to the final, I will let
God have his way after that.” The oth-
er area will be the relays where the
Bahamas will be fielding the men’s 4 x
100 and 4 x 400 teams. Jamal Moss,
who is being added to the team for
the 4 x 4, said everything is looking
good and if he is selected, he intends to
run fast.

“We’re going to go for the gold,”
he insisted. “Once everybody is in 100
per cent good shape, I don’t see why
we can’t win it. We have a very strong
team, not just in the relay, but all of the
events.”

It was a baptism for the two-man
cycling team of Laurence Jupp and
Rowshon Jones from Grand Bahama.

“They’re looking great, they are set-
tling in and so it’s just a matter of time

before we compete,” said coach Bar-
ron ‘Turbo’ Musgrove. “This is going
to be a learning experience for us.

“But it’s a great opportunity for
them and they are looking forward to
competing against the field of inter-
national competitors. So we will con-
tinue our training and tone it down as
it leads up to the competition.”

The road race won’t take place until
October 10. That will be followed by
the time trials on October 13. For both
Jupp and Jones, it’s been quite a treat.

“It’s been very good. The people
here are so friendly,” Jupp said.

“Our flag raising ceremony was
awesome. I’ve never seen anything
like it before. So I really like it because
it’s better than I anticipated. The
rooms are spacious and very clean.”
And Jones said coming into the games,
he saw a different side of what was
projected in the media and it’s better
than expected.

“From that, I just hope to come out
with a good experience,” he said.
“Hopefully this will show me where I
need to be at to compete at this level in
the future. My ultimate goal is to win
at the Olympics, so this will be good to
prepare myself better.”

Trainer/mechanic Wayne Price said
the trip so far has reminded him of his
previous games he attended in Man-
chester, England and in Melbourne,
Australia.

“It’d been great so far,” he said. “I
noticed that there are not that many
older cyclists competing. There are
more youngsters, so it should be more
competitive.”

¥ XIX COMMONWEALTH GAMES COVERAGE ¥

Knowles set to lead delegation
at the XIX Commonwealth Games

COUNTER CLOCKWISE: Assistant coach Floyd Seymour, boxer Carl Heild, head coach Andre Seymour, boxer Valentino
Knowles and chef de mission Roy Colebrooke enjoy breakfast at the Games Village.

Opening ceremonies for games
scheduled to begin October 3



HERE’S a profile of the
Bahamian team at the XIX
Commonwealth Games:

• TENNIS •

NIKKITA FOUNTAIN
Age: 26.
Events: Singles, doubles and
mixed doubles.
Achievements: CAC 2010 wom-
en’s doubles gold medalist and
member of 2008 Fed Cup Zone II
championship team.
Expectations: Hope to medal in
the doubles.

LARIKAH RUSSELL
Age: 25.
Events: Singles, doubles and
mixed doubles.
Achievements: CAC women’s
doubles gold medalist and sin-
gles bronze medalist. Member of
2008 Fed Cup Zone II champi-
onship team.
Expectations: To win more
medals for the Bahamas.

DEVIN MULLINGS
Not available.

MARVIN ROLLE
Not available.

RODNEY CAREY
Not available.

LEO ROLLE
Position: Coach.
Experience: Played tennis for the
past 53 years, was teaching for
43 years. Played on the Davis
Cup team from 1970. Won the
junior national title from 1965
and the senior national title from
1970.

• BOXING •

VALENTINO KNOWLES
Age: 22.
Height: 5-8.
Experience: Commonwealth
Championships’ silver medalist;
Pan Am Boxing Championships’
bronze medalist and CAC Games’
gold medalist.
Expectations: To end the year of
events with a gold medal and
become the first boxer to achieve
this feat.

CARL HIELD
Age: 23.
Height: 5-11.
Experience: Second Common-
wealth Games.
Expectations: Want to thank God
for bringing me here safe and
because I’m in shape, I hope to
take a gold medal back home.

ANDRE SEYMOUR
Position: Three-star level coach.
Experience: 84 and 88 Olympian,
spent the past 13 years coaching
internationally acclaimed boxers
Valentino Knowles and Taureano
‘Reno’ Johnson.

FLOYD SEYMOUR
Position: Assistant coach.
Experience: Started boxing at
the age of nine. Won numerous
Carifta and CAC Games medals.
Competed in the Olympic trials in
1991, but didn’t go to the games
in 1992. Stopped boxing in 1997
and started in coaching. Current-
ly based in Washington D.C. Was
first national boxing coach from
Grand Bahama.

• CYCLING •

LAURENCE JUPP
Age: 18.
Height: 6-1.
Experience: First Commonwealth
Games, but was the national
under-23 champion.
Expectations: I expect to win the
gold medal.

ROWSHON JONES
Age: 27.
Height: 5-10.
Experience: First Commonwealth
Games, but top cyclist in Grand
Bahama and top three finisher in
nationals in 2008 and 2009.
Expectations: I expect these
games to be a learning experi-
ence and a catalyst in achieving
my ultimate goal of winning the
Bahamas’ first medal at the
Olympic Games.

WAYNE PRICE
Position: Trainer/mechanic.
Experience: Travelled to the past
two Commonwealth Games in
Manchester, England and Mel-

bourne, Australia.

BARRON MUSGROVE
Position: Team manager.
Experience: National team mem-
ber for 15 years. Coached CAC
Games in 2008 and Jr. Caribbean
Championship in 2010.

• ATHLETICS •

CHRISTINE AMERTIL
Height: 5-6.
Events: 400 metres with personal
best of 50.09sec.
Expectations: The Delhi Games
come at a time that has exceeded
the season, but everytime I go
out and hang around with the
athletes, there is a sense of
something big happening. I hope
to go out and compete well for
my country.

LAVERN EVE
Height: 5-11.
Event: Javelin.
Expectations: This is my fourth
Commonwealth Games and I
have enjoyed them all. I won a
gold and a silver. Hopefully I can
win another medal.

TREVOR BARRY
Height: 6-2.
Event: High jump – PR of 2.28m.
Expectations: To win the gold
medal, to do my best and to
make my country proud.

ANDRETTI ‘DA BAHAMIAN
DREAM’ BAIN
Height: 5-9.
Event: 400m – PR of 44.62.
Expectations: To PR and win the
gold.

RODNEY GREEN II
Height: 5-9.
Events: Indoor National record
holder – 6.65secs. 100 PR –
10.28s.
Expectations: This is my first
Commonwealth Games and I am
very happy to be here to repre-
sent my country and do my best.

JAMIAL ROLLE
Height: 5-10.
Events: 100 – PR of 10.29sec.
200 – PF of 20.62sec.
Expectations: To advance in both
events and finish with personal
best times.

RAMON S. MILLER
Height: 5-8.
Events: 400m – PR of 44.99.
Experience: World Champi-
onships in 2009.
Expectations: I’m expecting to
compete 100 per cent as I repre-
sent the country as an elite ath-
lete. Hope to make the finals in
both the 400 and 4 x 400 relay.

JAMAL MOSS
Age: 24.
Height: 6-1.
Events: 4x400 relay.
Experience: 2007 NACAC and
CAC Games.
Expectations: To win the gold in
the 4x400 relay.

RUDON BASTIAN
Age: 23.
Height: 6-3.
Event: Long jump – PR of 26-
61/2.
Experience: 2010 CAC Games.

JAMAL MOSS
Age: 24.
Height: 6-1.
Events: 4 x 400 relay.
Experience: 2007 NACAC and
CAC Games.

RUDON BASTIAN

Age: 23.
Height: 6-3.
Event: Long jump – PR of 26-
21/2.
Experience: 2010 CAC Games.
Expectations: to win a medal,
but mostly to set my personal
record, even if I don’t medal.

LA’SEAN PICKSTOCK
Age: 21.
Height: 6-2.
Events: 400 – PR of 46.2.
Expectations: To win the gold in
the 4 x 400 relay.

ADRIAN GRIFFITH
Age: 25.
Events: 100m – PR of 10.23.
Expectations: Just to stay posi-
tive and have fun at the games. I
was having good practises and
my training was on point, so I
am expecting the best. I’m doing
this one for my true friend, the
late Christopher ‘Nipples’ Bethel.

MICHAEL MATHIEU
Age: 25.
Events: 400 – PR of 45.17sec.
Expectations: To be the first
Bahamian to win the 400 at the
Commonwealth Games and lead
the 4x400 relay team to victory.

BRUNELL MCKENZIE
Age: 36.
Event: 4x100 relay.
Expectations: I expect the
Bahamas’ 4x100 relay team to
break the national record at these
games and win a medal.

FRITZ GRANT
Position: Head coach.
Experience: Subject supervisor
for Physical Education at CH
Reeves. Level V sprints/hurdles
academy coach.

KEITH PARKER
Position: Assistant coach.

COTTICE ROBINSON
Position: Physio-therapist.
Experience: Worked for 19 years
at the Rand; travelled on three
Carifta Games, one CAC Games
Jr and on the IAAF World Cham-
pionships in 2009.

KEIR MILLER
Position: Team Doctor.
Experience: Director of Special
Olympics. World Youth Champi-
onships in 2007 and 2009;
Junior World Championships in
2008 and 2010; Jr. Pam Am in
2006 and 2008.

ROOSEVELT THOMPSON
Position: Track and field manager.
Experience: Petty Officer at the
RBDF with 31 years of experi-
ence. Minister at New Covenant
Baptist Church. Chief starter for
BACO and served as vice presi-
dent for three years. Worked as
chief starter for four Carifta
Games and was chief starter for
NACAC Under-23.

ROY COLEBROOKE
Position: Chef de mission.
Experience: Vice President of
BOC. Level 3 coaching in Cycling.
Committed 20 plus years to the
sport. Served as manager for
numerous national teams, includ-
ing three Commonwealth Games,
CAC Games and Carifta Games.

TIM MUNNINGS
Position: Deputy Chef de mis-
sion.
Experience: Secretary General of
the BAAA. Former quarter-miler,
who ran on medal winning IAAF
World Championships and
Olympic Games 4 x 400 metre
relays.
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Preparing for the games
NEW Delhi: After set-

tling into the Games
Village following the

long trek to India, I have to
say that I’m really glad that I
came.

Everywhere you go in the vicinity
of the XIX Commonwealth Games,
there’s the presence of the police
with machine guns and guard dogs.

As usual, as you pass through one
point of entry to another, you have
to endure the long lines for the met-
al inspection and the frisking for any
possible illegal items on your per-
son.

But that’s something that you
can’t help but go through when you
are attending games such as these.

Tour

Having only arrived here on
Thursday, I didn’t really get to fully
inspect all of the facilities. So after a
healthy breakfast in the cafeteria, I
managed to stroll around the Games
Village, to pique my curiosity about
all of the negative reports that were
surfacing prior to coming here.

But, while I didn’t see that much
evidence of the place being in a
shambles, I did notice there were so
many people roaming around the
huge complex and enjoying them-
selves.

I was really more interested in the
training facilities adjacent to the
Games Village and on a closer view,
the only thing that I can say is that
India has done a fantastic job in
putting these games together so far.

After many of the past games that
I’ve attended, I never envisioned the
type of atmosphere that I saw here in
New Delhi.

If only the Queen Elizabeth Sports

Centre could be transformed into a
venue like this.

While we are hard pressed to com-
pete in an indoor arena, India has
put together facilities that merely
require a few posts around and a
covering on top to produce several
spectacular showpieces.

Transportation

They’ve saved on gasoline in terms
of having to transport so many ath-
letes to another training site
(although there is sufficient modes of
transportation, be it bus or car to
fulfill that need) and they don’t have

to be concerned about the electrici-
ty or the air-conditioning system.

From the Games Village, I was
able to travel to the Main Press Cen-
tre, which is commonly called the
MCP, where the hundreds of jour-
nalists spent most of their time for-
mulating their work.

In New Delhi, the MCP is similar
to the others at the various games
that I attended, but there is much
more space to work with and the
environment is much friendlier. So it
appears that India is certainly on the
road to hosting a successful Com-
monwealth Games.

The road to the MPC was quite

an interesting one.
There was the constant steady

flow of traffic, but the mode of trans-
portation was rather unique.

I’ve never seen so many people
being transported on motorcycles,
in many cases up to two women
squeezed behind the male driver, or
what appeared to be the parents
holding onto their children.

And there were the three wheel
carts that carried a driver in the front
and up to five people sandwiched in
the back. The buses, in most cases,
passed with people packed aganst
the open windows.

And at the side of the road were

many signs of poverty - in stark con-
trast to the billions of dollars spent
trying to please the rest of the Com-
monwealth, who is some reported
cases, didn’t really care if these
games were successful or not.

It makes you wonder what could
have been done with that money had
India decided to invest it in the local
population. 

As for as the games are con-
cerned, however, I’m sure every-
body will leave New Delh on Octo-
ber 14, stating that they had a good
time.

So hats off to India for the job
they have done so far.

OPINION

STUBBS

GETTING SET: Brent at work at Main Press Centre at Commonwealth Games.
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A RECORD number of volunteers from
all walks of life throughout the Bahamas
turned out to participate in the 25th
Anniversary of International Coastal
Clean-up. 

To date, this global initiative has helped
remove over 100 million pounds of marine
litter from over 170,000 miles of coasts
since it began 25 years ago. In New Provi-
dence alone, more than 800 volunteers met
at the South Beach pools area this year to
clear the mangroves and surrounding
coastline of an astounding 39 tonnes of
trash.

International Coastal Clean-up is the
world’s largest one-day volunteer event
created to prevent and eliminate pollution
of the marine environment. 

This year, volunteers in New Providence,
Abaco, and Grand Bahama turned out to
clean-up their respective beaches and wet-
lands. The event, which began as a local
programme in Texas, has gradually
expanded to include every major body of
water in the world in over 100 countries,
including the Bahamas. 

“This year was a record for the
Bahamas in terms of the numbers of vol-
unteers and the amount of debris we col-
lected – and we are still sorting through the
results,” said Ranaldo Smith, education
supervisor at Dolphin Encounters which is
the national coordinator of International
Coastal Clean-up in the Bahamas. 

“So many volunteers from the local com-
munity, corporate and civic organisations,
students and concerned neighbours came
out in force to help rid our wetlands and
beaches of vast amounts of trash. 

“In New Providence, we cleaned the
South Beach pools area which is home to
mangrove systems and sadly has been the
site for illegal dumping. We found every-
thing out there from refrigerators, mat-
tresses, car parts, construction materials
and so much more. Volunteers also cleaned
in Abaco and Grand Bahama. Each vol-
unteer was determined to clean and togeth-
er we made a huge impact. We also sent
the message that we don’t want trash to
destroy our environment. It took many
people working as a unified team to make
a real difference and we thank everyone
who participated. We hope our efforts will
be supported by all by putting trash in its
place,” he said.

Volunteers in New Providence combed
the mangroves and surrounding areas for
five hours. Another group of approxi-
mately 50 volunteers, organised by Sco-
tiabank Bahamas, took to the shallow
waters snorkelling and cleaning any debris
found caught in the mangrove roots and
water.

The top ten debris items collected in
South Beach included construction mate-
rials, picnic items (cups, plates, knives,
spoons), beverage cans, food wrappers and
containers, plastic and glass beverage bot-
tles, caps, lids, paper and plastic bags, cig-
arettes, shotgun shells and clothing.

A wide array of volunteers came out to
participate in New Providence, including
Phenton Neymour, MP for the South
Beach constituency and Minister of State in
the Ministry of the Environment, and Vin-
cent Vanderpool-Wallace, Minister of
Tourism and Aviation. 

“The South Beach area and its ecosys-
tems have been destroyed for over 50
years,” said Mr Neymour.

“The area has been developed and we
have lost some of the mangroves. It is
important that we now preserve and pro-
tect the existing mangroves and minimise
any negative effect on them for future gen-
erations. We need a continuation of an
educational process, particularly with our
children, to stress the importance of keep-
ing the environment clean. Exercises such
as this cleanup are important and I com-
mend everyone involved.” 

The Ministry of Tourism, led by Mr
Vanderpool-Wallace, came out in large
numbers to clean and participate in Inter-
national Coastal Clean-up.  

“The Ministry of Tourism is part of the
community and this is a community event,”
Mr Vanderpool-Wallace said. 

“We at the Ministry of Tourism have

long believed that what is good for the
community is good for tourism. The irre-
sponsible dumping here has gone on for far
too long and we hope this effort begins to
bring about a resolution. It is our job to
restore this beautiful area back to its orig-
inal state and to input controls that prevent
this from ever happening again.”

Also participating in the clean-up were
volunteers from Dolphin Encounters; the
Indaba Project of the Grants Town Com-
munity Centre; Miss Earth Bahamas; Miss
Teen Bahamas; National Coastal Aware-
ness Committee; Rotary Nassau Sunrise
Club, the Bahamas National Trust; Roter-
act; Scotiabank Bahamas; Workers House
Academy, and the Royal Bahamas Police
Cadets. Local residents and many other
volunteers from all over Nassau also par-
ticipated in large numbers. 

Students from many schools that par-
ticipated in the Governor-General’s Youth
Award programme or their environmental
clubs also took part.

Coca-Cola is the global sponsor of Inter-
national Coastal Clean-up and the
Caribbean Bottling Company sponsored
the event in both Nassau and Grand
Bahama. 

“Coca-Cola has supported ocean and
waterways clean-up efforts for 15 years
and we are pleased to see the programme
develop further,” said Walter Wells, pres-
ident and CEO of the Caribbean Bottling
Company. 

“We have committed ourselves to
improving the quality of life in the com-
munities where we do business and the
Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal
Clean-up is a perfect fit for the Bahamas.” 

“The International Coastal Clean-up
engages people to remove trash and debris
from the world’s beaches and waterways,
to identify the sources of debris, and to
change the behaviours that cause pollu-
tion,” added Linzi Knowles- Belton, edu-
cation coordinator for Dolphin Encoun-
ters. 

“The event isn’t just about pollution
clean-up, it’s about pollution prevention.
The event focuses on educating and
empowering people to become a part of
the marine debris solution. We thank each
and every volunteer and sponsor that par-
ticipated – you each made a valuable con-
tribution to our environment. As a coastal
community keeping our ocean and water-
ways clean is vital to our environment and
way of life. Together we can preserve our
coasts and create a ‘sea of change’,” she
said.

clean-upinternational coastal

25th anniversary
Record number
of volunteers
participate

A COKE and a smile during the operation.

VINCENT VANDERPOOL WALLACE participates in the clean-up.

VOLUNTEERS hard at work.

VOLUNTEERS sign up in big numbers for the operation.

THE LARGE amounts of debris removed are placed on this truck bed.

PHENTON NEYMOUR and Robert Meister in discussion during the clean-up.

RECORDING data

A FAMILY of volunteers gets to work during the clean-up.
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