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By ALISON LOWE
Tribune Staff Reporter
alowe@tribunemedia.net

POLICE have expressed
“huge concern” after it was
revealed that a high-powered
AK-47 assault rifle could have
been used in a drive-by shoot-
ing.

Fears are rising that there
may be more of these
“extremely dangerous”
weapons in the hands of local
gangs.

And officers stressed that
ridding the streets of this
emerging menace is a major
priority of new Acting Com-
missioner Ellison Greenslade.

“We want to get all guns off
the streets, but we’re especially
worried about assault rifles,”
said Supt Elsworth Moss of the
Central Detective Unit.

“We have identified those
who possess them and we will
continue to go after them until
we get those weapons off the
streets and put those who have
them behind bars.” 

Meanwhile, residents in Bain
and Grants Town are still in
shock after the drive-by shoot-
ing of three of their young men.

Witnesses on Martin Street,
off Market Street, reported

hearing a rapid stream of gun-
fire on Sunday night before
finding that Shamaro Brennen,
in his mid-twenties, Trevon
Simmons, 16, and his 17-year-
old cousin, Bradley (surname
unknown), had each been hit
multiple times.

The three were among a
small crowd of more than 10
people socialising at the Martin
Street basketball court when a
car pulled up on the nearby
street and the occupants began
firing indiscriminately. They are
now recovering in hospital.

Paul Thompson, retired for-
mer assistant commissioner of
Police, said a “mandatory five-
year prison sentence” should
be imposed for anyone found in
possession of an assault rifle if
its use is to be deterred.

He also suggested that a
campaign could be launched by
which members of the public
offer money for information
leading to the seizure of such
guns.

“These are the kind of guns
used by terrorists and in war.
We do not want these on our
streets. They have the capacity
to kill a lot of people in a mat-
ter of minutes.”

High-powered assault
rifle may have been used
in drive-by shooting
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Police fears
over AK-47s

By PAUL G 
TURNQUEST
Tribune Staff Reporter
pturnquest@tribunemedia.net

AFTER failing to meet
with him at his office or
reaching him by telephone,
the PLP’s “olive branch”
committee has resorted to
writing to its Elizabeth MP
Malcolm Adderley to
ascertain whether  the MP
will be leaving the party in
the coming year.

The committee, which is

chaired by PLP Deputy
Leader Philip “Brave”
Davis, includes other
notable party names such
as the PLP’s Leader of
Opposition Business Obie
Wilchcombe and former
Senator Sean McWeeney.

When it was formed last
week, the committee was
given the task of meeting
and speaking with Mr
Adderley over the Christ-
mas holidays to determine

SEE page 15

JULIE-ANDREE KNOWLES,
Le Petit Gourmet Chef, pre-
pares a melting pot soup
from canned goods sup-
plied by customers. The
soup is a Christmas present
for feeding centres serviced
by food rescue organisation
Hands for Hunger.

• SEE PAGE TWO
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SERVING UP A TREAT FOR FEEDING CENTRES

PLP committee
resorts to writing to
Malcolm Adderley

SEE page 11

By MEGAN REYNOLDS
Tribune Staff Reporter
mreynolds@tribunemedia.net

A WESTERN Air flight
to Haiti was forced to
make a crash landing at
Cap Haitien airport with
19 passengers on board
when the landing gear
failed to drop.

Flight Standards Inspec-
torate accident investiga-
tor Delvin Major said pilot
Darryl Bartlett reported
technical difficulties on the
flight from New Provi-
dence to northwest Haiti

Western Air
flight to Haiti
crash lands

SEE page 11

By TANEKA THOMPSON 
Tribune Staff Reporter
tthompson@tribunemedia.net 

MINISTER of Foreign Affairs Brent Symonette defended
the country's "enviable" human rights record and criticised
US Ambassador Nicole Avant for what he termed as "mis-
representation" of the Bahamas' position on human rights
issues. 

Symonette defends Bahamas’ human
rights record, criticises US Ambassador

SEE page 11

A JAMAICAN accused of the brutal mur-
der of a man who was reportedly beaten and
stabbed to death on Sunday was arraigned in
a Magistrate’s Court yesterday.

Michael Scott, 42, is accused of murdering
David Rolle and the attempted murder of
Sheneka Colebrooke. 

Jamaican man charged with
murder over stabbing death

SEE page 11 Michael Scott

POLICE recorded the
country’s 84th homicide
this year when a man was
found shot dead in a car
crashed in the Fox Hill
area on Monday.

The victim, who has not
yet been identified by
police, was found slumped
over the wheel in the dri-
ver’s side of a light grey
coloured Jeep Cherokee
which had crashed into a
wall in Hanna Road West
at around 8pm.

He had been shot in the
right side of his head and

Shooting victim
in crashed car 
is the year’s

84th homicide

SEE page three

                 



A PRISON officer and an
inmate already serving time in
prison for fraud were among
four people arraigned in a
Magistrate’s Court yesterday
on a long list of fraud charges.

Police say that Shane Mack-
ey, 28, who is currently incar-
cerated for fraud, was the mas-
termind behind a car scam that
swindled at least a dozen peo-
ple.

Mackey was arraigned with
his alleged girlfriend Tamanica
Bethel, 38; Alfie Hanna, 40;
and prison officer Freeman
Basden, 41.

The accused were arraigned
together on charges of con-
spiracy to commit fraud.

Mackey was also arraigned
on charges of fraud by false
pretences, while Bethel and
Hanna and Basden were
arraigned on charges of abet-
ment to fraud. 

It is alleged that Mackey,
under false pretences, obtained
nearly $20,000 from 12 people.

Police alleged that Mackey
had someone place an adver-
tisement in the newspapers for
the sale of a vehicle and
received inquiries about the
vehicle on a cellular phone in
his cell.

Police further alleged that
Mackey directed others to col-
lect the cash for the vehicle
that was purportedly for sale,
but no vehicle was ever
exchanged. 

The accused all pleaded not
guilty to some two dozen fraud
charges during their arraign-
ment before Magistrate Car-
olita Bethel.

Bethel, Hanna and Basden
were granted $20,000 bail and
ordered to surrender their
travel documents.

The case was adjourned to
June 16. 

A warrant of arrest was
issued by the magistrate for
Alexander Carey who was also
scheduled to appear yesterday
to answer related charges.
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Incarcerated prison officer
and inmate appear in court

By NOELLE NICOLLS
Tribune Staff Reporter
nnicolls@tribunemedia.net

INSTEAD of toys, money
or a Christmas tree, lunch spot
“Le Petit Gourmet” opted to
donate a huge pot of soup to
the needy this Christmas.

For two weeks, customers
donated ingredients for the
soup, which will be distributed
to feeding centres across the
island.

Yesterday, Chef Julie-
Andree Knowles turned more
than 20 pounds of beans, a
braised pork shoulder,
caramelised onions, mixed
vegetables and a ham donated
by Super Value Supermarkets
into a the massive pot of soup

“Since I was a young
teenager I always got involved
in making Christmas a special
time for caring and sharing. I
had a dream of collectivity,
where we as a team work
together to make the world a better place.

“If everyone picks up one stone from a mountain we
could easily lift it up. We are just one stone away for love to
pour in our world. Let us move mountains starting today for
a better tomorrow now,” said Mrs Knowles.

Food rescue organisation, Hands for Hunger, will col-
lect the packages of soup while on their regular pick-up
route and distribute them to feeding centres across the
island for Christmas.

Donations help
serve up soup for
feeding centres

THE Texaco service sta-
tion in Carmichael Road
was hit by armed robbers
for the second time this
week when a gunman and
his accomplice stormed the
store on Monday after-
noon.  

Police say six men
pulled into the service sta-
tion in a white Nissan Sen-
tra and two of the men,
one armed with a handgun,
entered the service station
shop demanding cash at
2.40pm on Monday. 

The pair took an unde-
termined amount of cash
and fled the area in the
white car,  driving east
along Carmichael Road.

Cash was stolen from the
same service station when
a man armed with a hand-
gun stormed the store at
1pm on Friday, and got
away on a bicycle.

And an armed robber
threatened a woman work-

ing at the service station at
gunpoint at around 11am
on November 13, stealing
an undetermined amount
of cash and Bahamas
Telecommunication Cor-
poration (BTC) pre-pay
cellular phone cards before
he got away.

Businesses
Carmichael Business

League member Ethric
Bowe fears Bahamian busi-
nesses will crumble under
the pressure as armed rob-
beries have become
increasingly frequent in the
run-up to Christmas.

Police recovered two
firearms on Monday
including an AK-47 .223
assault rifle, and 24 live
rounds of .223 ammunition,
found on a boat in Potters
Cay Dock. The discovery
was made by Northeastern

Division police officers as
they executed a search
warrant on board the
motor vessel Sharise M
docked in Potter’s Cay at
around 7.30am. A 28-year-
old Nassau Village man has
been arrested in connec-
tion with the find and is
assisting police with their
investigations.

A .9mm firearm and 15
rounds of ammunition
were found by police offi-
cers from the same division
when they stopped a man
acting suspiciously in the
Brougham Street area at
around 10am.

They followed the man
into a home in Brougham
Street and searched the
residence, recovering the
firearm. 

Three people, including a
juvenile, have been taken
into custody to be ques-
tioned in connection with
the incident.

Police have also report-
ed how a woman was
stabbed in the face with a
plastic rat-tail comb by
another woman while visit-
ing a man in the Malcolm
Road area at around
2.30pm on Monday.

Stabbed
The victim was stabbed

on the left side of her face.
She was treated at the
Fleming Street Clinic, and
later discharged.

Police are investigating
all these incidents and are
appealing to the public for
assistance. 

Anyone with any infor-
mation that may assist
these investigations should
call the police emergency
line on 911 or 919, or call
Crime Stoppers anony-
mously on 328-TIPS
(8477).

Service station robbed 
for second time this week
Gunman and accomplice storm store

Chef Julie-Andree Knowles 



A MASKED gunman
robbed a local dry cleaner’s
yesterday morning and
escaped with an undeter-
mined amount of cash due to
be deposited in the bank.

The brazen gunman fled
the scene in a company van
which he stole after the rob-
bery. 

Although the van was later
recovered the suspect –
described as a tall, dark man
– was still at large at last
report.

The harrowing incident
took place around 10am yes-
terday at New Oriental Laun-
dry and Cleaners on East
Street south and Palmetto
Avenue.

Press Liaison Officer
Sergeant Chrislyn Skippings
said police got wind of the
robbery just after 10am.
Responding officers were
told that a handgun carrying
robber accosted an employee
as he collected the store's
bank deposit.

Police said it was too early
to tell if the robbery was an
inside job.

The gunman, who was
wearing a cap outfitted with a
mask, fled the scene heading
north on East Street.

"Moments later police
recovered the van in the Exu-
ma Street area, with a .9mm
clip containing a number of
live .9mm rounds," said Sgt
Skippings.

Despite the robbery the
store remained open yester-
day, however an employee
who answered the phone
declined to comment. 

Messages left for the man-
agement were not returned
up to press time.

The robbery is the latest in
a spate of attacks on busi-

nesses by armed thugs look-
ing for quick cash. Police
attribute the trend to the hol-
iday season and the recession
which has left many jobless.

On Monday, Assistant
Commissioner Hulan Hanna
warned the public and busi-
ness owners to be vigilant.

He suggested that vulnera-
ble business owners contact
their neighbourhood station
for a police detail when mak-
ing company bank deposits
– or if needed, petition the
commissioner of police for a
more permanent police pres-
ence.
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AN OFFICER with the
Bimini District police com-
mand is being investigated in
connection with a drug relat-
ed crime, The Tribune learned
yesterday.

Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Hulan Hanna, con-
firmed that an inquiry is
underway concerning the
matter.

Mr Hanna said he was
unwilling to comment further,
other than to say that no
arrests have been made in

relation to the case. 
Chief Inspector Kevin Mor-

timer, officer in charge of the
Bimini District, was unavail-
able for comment. Officers at
the station said he was off the
island on official police busi-
ness.

Second in command,
Sergeant Gregory Lockhart,
could not confirm any details
related to the investigation,
and said the Bimini command
was not concerned about
reports implicating any officer. 

“Nothing out of the ordi-
nary is going on. 

“It is just business as usu-
al,” said Sergeant Lock-
hart. 

Superintendent Tony Fer-
guson, Commander of the
Drug Enforcement Unit, said
no officer from the Bimini
District is being detained in
connection with an investiga-
tion, despite reports to the
contrary.

He was unwilling to com-
ment further.

Police tight-lipped about
investigation of officer

Dry cleaners is targeted in
morning armed robbery

the two passenger doors on the right side of
the car were open as if people had escaped
from the vehicle.

Local residents said they saw a man run-
ning in the area around the time of the crash.

Police found the car registration number
on the licence plate was not compatible with
the number listed on the licence disc.

Anyone who can help police with their
investigation is asked to phone 911/919 or
call Crime Stoppers anonymously on 328-
TIPS (8477).

SHOOTING VICTIM IN CRASHED CAR IS THE YEAR’S 84TH HOMICIDE

POLICE examine the crashed car on Monday night.

FROM page one
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EDITOR, The Tribune.

Thank you for providing
this space in your column.
It is clear that The Bahamas
is in a difficult situation in
its quest of determining its
present and future econom-
ic pathway. 

Seeing that the topic of
crime has now become the
chosen political football, the
focus as to where this coun-
try is heading economically,
has been relegated to the
backburner. 

The angst presently with
this writer is that a compre-
hensive economic plan is not
being articulated by the
leaders or potential leaders
of this country.

In short, this lovely nation
should not be subjected to
another cycle of political
rhetoric especially during
such a severe economic cri-
sis. 

We are all aware of the
issues that are plaguing the
country; however the prof-
fering of solutions is, if any-
thing, non-existent at lead-
ership level. 

Economic policies or the
lack thereof:

Regarding the Central
Bank, one can state that
they are handling this crisis
with more than competent
dexterity, even with the
archaic policies that they
have to work with. 

Yet, it is quite disturbing
that creative policies for this
monolith, which is the cata-
lyst of our progress, is not
being addressed due to dis-
tracted finger-pointing pub-
lic officials who are adding
nothing to the social and
economic protection of the
citizen or the solution to
crime debate. 

Bahamians do not deserve
this; therefore each citizen
should be vigilant in asking
each political party for a
substantive report of their
economic plans.

Thus, somewhere, some-
how, sometime, we as a
country have to articulate a
firm position as to whether
The Bahamas will go the
way of Value Added Tax,
Income Tax or some form
of hybrid taxation system.
Somewhere, somehow,
sometime we have to decide
to implement codified immi-

gration laws.  Somewhere,
somehow, sometime we
have to create legislation
that encourages entrepre-
neurship.

Somewhere, somehow,
sometime, we have to cre-
ate legislation that encour-
ages access to foreign ven-
ture capital; or legislation
that encourages partnership
with foreign investors. And
the list goes on. 

Further, and at the risk of
being considered a heretic,
every government, save for
the attempts that was made
in the 1960’s, has failed the
citizen miserably by not pro-
viding a comprehensive pro-
tectionist economic plan for
this country. It is under-
standable that there must be
some form of treaty with
other countries to some
extent; however this con-
stant capitulation by our
governments to comply with
every whim of the OECD’s
mandates is, not only mad-
ness, but also quite danger-
ous. Thus, Minister Laing’s
assertion that: “While we
can wrestle with the moral
arguments about this exer-
cise by the world’s most
developed countries, keep-
ing it real, I should simply
wish to point out that there
is not a jurisdiction in the
world that is not moving
aggressively to meet the
standard set by them.”
(From a Tribune article
written by Lindsay Thomp-
son regarding The Bahamas’
complying with OECD
mandates), is being erro-
neously applied as a reason
to implement policies, most
of which will adversely affect
this nation for decades to
come.   

The point is; this belief
that embracing free trade,
multinationalism or com-
plying with OECD stan-
dards, when we have not yet
prepared the citizen to effec-
tively compete in a global-
ized world is, conservatively
speaking, bestowing perma-
nent economic oppression
on Bahamians. And
assuredly, the excuse which

is being used that external
pressures forces developing
countries to comply with ill-
fitting policies become
absurd when one gets the
revelation that visionless
policymakers are treaso-
nously playing with our
future. 

This is why the citizen
must stay focused on mak-
ing certain that the persons
we allow to be at the helm in
Parliament are serious about
making decisions that are
devoid of political cronyism
and are more focused on
people empowerment and
to a certain extent industry
protectionism. 

Perhaps our leaders need
to review Ha-Joon Chang’s
“Kicking Away the Ladder”
– Development Strategy in
Historical Perspective. 

In short, I implore the cit-
izens of this country to shift
their attention from the
political babbling and
demand that our leaders
present structurally sound
socio-economic policies that
can strengthen each
Bahamian’s worth over the
coming decades. 

Voter apathy is not the
way to go.  

DWAYNE J HANNA
Nassau,
November 26 2009.

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

EDITORIAL/LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PAGE 4, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2009                                                                                                                                      THE TRIBUNE

The Tribune Limited
NULLIUS ADDICTUS JURARE IN VERBA MAGISTRI

Being Bound to Swear to The Dogmas of No Master

LEON E. H. DUPUCH, Publisher/Editor 1903-1914

SIR ETIENNE DUPUCH, Kt., O.B.E., K.M., K.C.S.G., 
(Hon.) LL.D., D.Litt .

Publisher/Editor 1919-1972
Contributing Editor 1972-1991

EILEEN DUPUCH CARRON, C.M.G., M.S., B.A., LL.B.
Publisher/Editor 1972-

Published Daily Monday to Saturday

Shirley Street, P.O. Box N-3207, Nassau, Bahamas
Insurance Management Building., P.O. F-485, Freeport, Grand Bahama

TELEPHONES
Switchboard (News, Circulation and Advertising) 322-1986

WEBSITE
www.tribune242.com – updated daily at 2pm

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan will not go as
far as Washington wants, and there's nothing
the U.S. can do about it: That's the sobering
reality as the U.S. tries to persuade a hesitant
Pakistan to finish off the fight against ter-
rorists.

Expand the current assault against the
Taliban? Pakistan has made clear that will
happen only on its own terms. U.S. officials
acknowledge that so far they haven't won
the argument that militants who target Amer-
ica are enemies of Pakistan, too.

The U.S. has offered Pakistan $7.5 billion
in nonmilitary aid plus more to help Pak-
istan go after terrorists. The assistance is
intended to help Pakistan speed up its fight
not only against internal militants, but also
against al-Qaida and Taliban leaders hiding
near the border with Afghanistan.

Pakistanis are deeply suspicious of Amer-
ica's power and motives, making it difficult
for their leaders to accede to Washington's
pressure in public, lest they look like U.S.
puppets.  U.S. officials say that while Pak-
istani officials cooperate more in private,
there are definite limits. The U.S. wanted
Pakistan to move forces deeper into the trib-
al belt before winter. It didn't happen, and
might not at all.  A senior U.S. diplomat hint-
ed at a separate agreement that would allow
the U.S. itself to take on some of the hidden
war against Pakistan's militants.

Speaking on condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive talks with Pakistan, the
diplomat said last week that more U.S. action
is expected against the Haqqani network, led
by longtime resistance fighter and former
U.S. ally Jalaluddin Haqqani. His network,
based in the Waziristan tribal area in north-
west Pakistan, reportedly has strong ties with
al-Qaida and targets U.S. forces in eastern
Afghanistan from across the border.

The diplomat said the stepped-up U.S.
action would come with Pakistani support,
but would not elaborate on the potential
cooperation. Pakistani officials claim they
have targeted the Haqqani leadership, albeit
unsuccessfully, and will go after the network
when the time is right. Some U.S. officials
believe that, others don't.

Military officials say the Haqqani problem
illustrates how the United States sometimes
needs Pakistan more than the other way
around.  The U.S. military now counts the
Haqqani network as the single gravest threat
to U.S. forces fighting over the border in
Afghanistan, and badly wants Pakistan to
push the militants from their border refuges.
But the Pakistani answer seems to be that
unless and until the Haqqanis threaten Pak-
istan, they won't be a priority.

Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the U.S.
Joint Chiefs of Staff, was the latest U.S. offi-
cial to make the case in a visit to Pakistan's

capital last week.  More than most U.S. offi-
cials, Mullen has cordial, long-standing rela-
tionships with Pakistan's generals, the
strongest power base inside the country.
Despite those ties, Mullen's quiet effort met
with a polite noncommittal from his hosts.

Mullen advises patience and humility in
dealing with Pakistan, a view not shared by
some leading Republicans in Congress.
Mullen said Pakistan doesn't get enough
credit for the push since spring against mili-
tants in the Swat valley and South Waziristan.

"Too many people eagerly and easily crit-
icise Pakistan for what they have not done,"
Mullen said Sunday, days after Pakistan's
military leaders took Mullen on a tour of a
reclaimed Swat.

"When I go to Swat, and look at what
they did there on the military I think it's
pretty extraordinary."

Most of the groups aligned against the
U.S. are in North Waziristan, a tribal area not
pressed hard by Pakistan's army. The only
firepower directed at militants there comes
from American missile-loaded drones.

Mullen told students at Pakistan's Nation-
al Defence University that the U.S. is con-
cerned about what it sees as a growing coor-
dination among terrorist networks in and
around Pakistan.

"I do not, certainly, claim that they are
great friends, but they are collaborating in
ways that quite frankly, scare me quite a bit,"
Mullen said last week. He did not come out
and say Pakistan needs to expand the fight
against militants. But his point was clear.

In an exchange of letters over recent
weeks, Obama asked for more cooperation
and Pakistan's president, Asif Ali Zardari,
pledged some additional help, U.S. officials
said. The officials spoke on condition of
anonymity to describe private correspon-
dence.

Zardari, reflecting the views of Pakistan's
powerful military, said his government will
move against militants that attack U.S. forces
when it is able to do so, the officials said.

That leaves ample room for Pakistan's
civilian leaders to pursue their own agenda —
and on their own schedule.

Without additional pressure from inside
Pakistan, the only other option is for the U.S.
to finish the fight against terrorists on its
own. But Pakistan doesn't allow outright
U.S. military action on its soil.

Mullen seemed to recognise that when he
told the military students that he knows the
U.S. is perceived as acting in its own interests
almost at any cost, so it can hardly ask others
not to put their own needs first.

"Sometimes that gets lost on us," he said.

(This article was written by Anne Gearan,
AP National Security Writer).

Comprehensive
economic plan

needs to be
articulated

LETTERS
letters@tribunemedia.net

Hard reality as US pushes Pakistan

AUTOMALL

AND TOYOTA

EAST SHIRLEY STREET • 322-375 • 325-3079 • 397-1700

Please be advised that Executive Motors Ltd. and 
Quality Auto Sales Ltd. will be closed as follows 
during the Christmas Holidays:

Season’s 
 Greetings

Thursday, December 24, 2009 - 
Christmas Eve -  Closed at 1:00 p.m.
Friday, December 25, 2009
Christmas Day-Closed
Monday, December 28, 2009 - 
Boxing Day Observed - CLOSED
Thursday, December 31, 2009 - 
New Year's Eve - Closed at 1:00 p.m.
Friday, January 1, 2010 - 
New Year's Day - CLOSED

EDITOR, The Tribune.

Two particular articles
have caught my eye in
the past week.

The first, in the USA
Today section, described
how cities in the United
States are combating
traffic congestion and
pollution by encouraging
the use of motor scoot-
ers. Interestingly, scooter
sales jumped over 40 per
cent in 2008 as gas prices
rose, and city managers
have developed cash
incentive programmes
and scooter friendly traf-
fic and parking schemes
to keep that momentum
going in the interests of
people movement and
the environment.

The second article told
of our own government’s
scheme for the environ-
ment that will include
enforcement of vehicle
emission standards. Giv-
en that scooters emit less
greenhouse gases than
cars, it seems that there is
some synergy here where
scooter friendly policies
could mesh with the gov-
ernment’s plans and pro-
vide benefits similar to
those targeted by US
cities. 

I am led to believe
that the current practice
with regard to scooters is
for import duty to be
levied at 75 per cent,
more than the duty
levied on a car of similar
value, and that road traf-
fic licensing is no less for
a scooter than a car. In
light of changing world
circumstances with
respect to the environ-
ment, one suspects that a
review of these practices,
with the goal of creating
incentives for scooter
ownership, would carry
the dual benefit of reduc-
ing both our carbon foot-
print and our legendary
traffic congestion.

PAUL HUTTON
Nassau,
December 15, 2009

Why we need
incentives 

for scooter
ownership

          



POLICE are searching
for a man who was charged
in a 2006 murder and is
facing three charges in
connection with another
murder in 2007.

Anyone who knows the
whereabouts of Stephen
“Die” Stubbs is asked to
contact the police immedi-
ately.

According to Press Liai-
son Officer Chrislyn Skip-
pings, he should be con-
sidered armed and danger-
ous. 

Police did not say i f
Stubbs is currently on bail.

Stubbs was charged with
murder, attempted murder
and conspiracy to commit
murder in December 2007,
in connection with the exe-
cution style ki l l ing of
Samuel  “Moochea”
McKenzie and the shoot-
ing of Keith Woodside the
previous month.

He had previously been
charged with the murder
of Marcian Scott, the for-
mer police officer shot to
death in Pinewood Gar-
dens in 2006.

Stubbs is now wanted by
the Central Detective Unit
(CDU) in connection with
allegations of armed rob-
bery and possession of a
high powered weapon.

Police said Stubbs’ last
known address  was in
Ridgeland Park, Nassau,
and have described him as
5ft 10ins, 180lbs, of medi-
um brown complexion and
a heavy build.

Also wanted by CDU in
connection with allegations

of armed robbery and pos-
session of a high powered
weapon is Timothy Cole,

38, also known as Timoth-
ee Gooding, whose last
known address  was in
Dames Alley, Nassau.

Cole is described as 6ft
4ins, weighing 180lbs, of
medium build and medium
brown complexion.

Police consider Cole to
be armed and dangerous,
and warn he must  be
approached with extreme
caution.

If you have any informa-
tion on the whereabouts of
Stubbs or Cole inform offi-
cers at your nearest police
station or contact Police
Emergency on 919 or 911.

You can also contact the
police control room on
322-3333, CDU on 502-
9930 or 502-9991, or you
can call Crime Stoppers
anonymously on 328-TIPS
(8477).

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE              WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2009, PAGE 5

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

ALL THE BAHAMAS IN ONE BOOK! 738 pages!
Features • History • Culture • Family Islands
Freeport • Business • Finance • Government

“Blue Pages” A-Z Information Section

GREAT

GIFT
FOR EVERYONE

ON YOUR
LIST

$3995
SPECIAL PRICE
IN THE BAHAMAS

BAHAMAS HANDBOOK, DUPUCH PUBLICATIONS and the “D” device are registered trademarks of Etienne Dupuch Jr Publications Limited.

Bahamas
Handbook
50th Anniversary
Collector’s Edition

NOW AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE AT MANY OUTLETS, INCLUDING:
Island Shop - Downtown Nassau

Bookworld Stationers - Mackey St
Logos Bookstore - Harbour Bay

United Bookshop - Marathon Mall
City Associates - Freeport

BAHAMAS HANDBOOK
51 Hawthorne Road, Oakes Field

Tel: (242) 323-5665

B

POLICE are questioning a 24-year-old Key West Street
man in connection with the confiscation of a firearm yesterday.  

Press Liaison Officer Sergeant Chrislyn Skippings said offi-
cers were on patrol in the area of East Street and Cordeaux
Avenue at around 11am yesterday when they observed a dark
man with a pink scarf tied around his neck acting suspiciously.

"Officers stopped and began to approached the male, who
fled on foot. Officers gave chase and were able to recover a
black Beretta pistol with 10 live rounds of .9mm ammunition,"
she said.

Man questioned in connection
with confiscation of firearm 

Police searching for man in
connection with armed robbery

STEPHEN ‘DIE’ STUBBS
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LEO KNOWLES (right)
“What I would like for the New Year

is for crime to slow down a lot – a whole
lot. And just a lot more jobs. I wish
that Hubert Ingraham would set his
foot down and just bring back hanging
and electrocuting people, because once
you make one example out of two or
three people by hanging them or what-
ever, I think it will stop. Basically what
they are doing is taking guys in jail,
feeding them, clothing them, letting
them get their dentist, taking them to
the hospital, and whatever. 

“That’s what is bringing down the
government, because the government is
saying they don’t have any money,
because they spending all the money
on the jail birds. If we could just do
what China does, hang people, sell
body organs, once you make an exam-
ple out of one, everything will start
slowing down. That is what I have to
say for the next year.”

KAREN KEMP, food vendor 
(top right)

“What I think about the New Year:
Well I notice most Bahamians are shop-
ping and shopping and shopping, and
they are not concerned about the New

Year. Christmas is only one day and
when you look at it, they are only
preparing themselves for one day, espe-
cially the monthly people. 

“They are only preparing themselves
for one day and then they have six to
seven weeks to wait on a next pay
cheque. And then they will try to go
borrow money and say to other people
they don’t have nothing. That’s what I
think.”

PRINCESS SAUNDERS (right)
“What I would like to see in the New

Year is an education system whereby if
children are rude or whatever, and not
co-operating with the teachers, you put
them somewhere else to be taught,
where they can graduate and get some
kind of degree, not just cast them out of
school to the streets, because there are
a lot of children I know out on the
streets who never graduated and they
are smoking dope, stealing and rob-
bing right where I live in the area.

These things are going on because the
people in the school system, the prin-
cipals, teachers, they don’t care, they
don’t take up time with these children,
and I think it is not fair. They are hol-
lering about how many children drop
out of school – it’s because of them. 

“If you take up time with these chil-
dren, they are looking for love. If you
take up time with them, trust me, this
same country would be a better place.
We wouldn’t have as much crime as
we have right now in this country.”

What Bahamians want for the New Year

TALK
STREET

       



By LARRY SMITH

MY HOUSE reeks of garlic
and vinegar.

It always does at this time of
year. That's because the wife
has an almost religious compul-
sion to make Carne de Vinagre
e Alhos, a traditional Por-
tuguese Christmas dish.

Not that she's Portuguese, I
hasten to add. Actually she's
from Guyana — and mostly
Amerindian, with admixtures of
African, Dutch and Welsh. 

In Guyana, Carne de Vina-
gre e Alhos is better known as
garlic pork. It involves pickling
for several days a few pounds
of chops in vinegar spiced with
salt, hot peppers, garlic and
thyme, and then frying the meat
on Christmas morning. Served
with pink gin it's better than
bacon, I have to say.

The Guyanese think and talk
about food even more than
Bahamians do. But they have
infinitely more variety to choose
from. In fact, the country likes to
refer to itself as the land of six
peoples — meaning East Indi-
ans, Africans, Amerindians, Chi-
nese, Portuguese and other
Europeans.

As one transplanted
Guyanese told me: "You have
to realize that with our mixed
population we are known to
have bastardized just about all
the food dishes from each cul-
ture and made them Guyanese."

Garlic pork is still a popular
dish in Guyana, although there
are not many Portuguese left in
the country.

They arrived in 1835 from
the island of Madeira, and
became successful merchants
(much as the Greeks did here).
They were a voice of modera-
tion during the 1960s under the
leadership of Peter D'Aguiar.
His middle class United Force
hung precariously for a time
between the East Indian Peo-
ple's Progressive Party led by
Cheddi Jagan and the African
People's National Congress led
by Forbes Burnham.

The original inhabitants of
Guyana were Arawak tribes, the
same people who migrated up
the Caribbean to settle the
Bahamas. In European terms,
Guyana was initially a Dutch
trading post and later became a
British colony. Enslaved
Africans were brought to work
the plantations, and after aboli-
tion they were replaced by
indentured labourers from
India.

In 1953 the first free elec-
tions in British Guiana (as
Guyana was then known) pro-
duced a convincing win for
Jagan's PPP (the country's first
political party) with Burnham

as a top lieutenant. But within a
few months the British sus-
pended the constitution to pre-
vent "extremists" from setting
up a one-party state allied to the
Soviet bloc. An emergency was
declared and Guyana returned
to crown colony status backed
by British troops.

The context of the time is
instructive. The Soviet dictator
Josef Stalin had only just died —
after sponsoring a bloody three-
year war in Korea. Rebellions
in Eastern Europe were being
crushed by Soviet tanks, and the
American spies who had given
nuclear secrets to the Russians
were executed. The two oppos-
ing blocs faced each other with
atomic weapons in an armed
truce. And throughout the
1950s, the Third World was an
increasingly important arena of
Cold War competition. 

Burnham went on to form
the PNC in 1955, but Jagan was
re-elected in 1957 and 1961. By
this time the British were ready
to grant the colony indepen-
dence under Jagan's leadership,
but the Americans were so flus-
tered about the prospect of
"Castroism" in the region —
since Fidel had recently taken
over in Cuba and become a
Soviet client — that they gave
Guyana a lot more attention
than it deserved. 

According to a declassified
memo from then Secretary of
State Dean Rusk: "We are not
inclined to give people like
Jagan the same benefit of the
doubt which was given two or
three years ago to Castro."

The British, in their haste to
decolonise, took a more san-
guine view. In a 1961 meeting
with a US State Department
representative, the governor of
British Guiana discounted the
view that Jagan was a Soviet
puppet. According to Sir Ralph
Grey, Jagan's greatest weakness
was his lack of appreciation of
the responsibility of public
office:

"Sir Ralph said that in British

Guiana politicians are forever
looking for excuses why they
cannot do something; it is the
only country he knew in which a
plausible excuse for inaction was
an acceptable substitute for
action," the State Department
memo said.

Of course, that was before
Sir Ralph had been appointed
governor of the Bahamas, where
he probably gained a better
appreciation of the term "inac-
tion".

In 1964 the British and
Americans engineered Burn-
ham's takeover through elec-
tions based on proportional rep-
resentation. That led to decades
of racial conflict, repression,
emigration and rigged elections,
so that Guyana is now the poor-
est of the former British West
Indian territories. Burnham
remained in power until his
death in 1985. The 1992 elec-
tions were then won by Jagan
(who also died in office), and
the PPP has been in power ever
since. What a monumental
waste of time.

When Tough Call was a
yoot-man, the intelligentsia
regarded Burnham's so-called
Co-operative Republic of
Guyana as the most politically
advanced society in the region.
But eventually, that façade
crumbled to the point where
cans of sardines became the
unofficial currency. 

As you can imagine, all of
this produced hundreds of thou-
sands of well-educated and
mixed-up Guyanese refugees
who fled to better lives in Cana-
da, Britain, the US and the
Bahamas. Even the Chinese
grocers left. And that's why we
are making garlic pork on
Christmas day at my house.

Isn't it wonderful how the
aromas of seasonal cooking can
conjure up such fond memories?

What do you think? 
Send comments to 
larry@tribunemedia.net
Or visit www.bahamapundit.com
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WE WILL BE CLOSING AT

2:00pm 
Thursday December 24

& Thursday December 31

PLEASE NOTE 
WE WILL BE CLOSED 

Saturday Dec 26, 
Monday Dec 28 

and Saturday January 2, 2010
in order to give our sta� a 

well-deserved rest.

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas
& thanking you for your patronage 

throughout the year

Mackey Street 393-8165

GENEROUS

HELPINGS
This holiday season, we’re asking you

to reach into your heart and your
pocket and make a contribution to,
THE CANCER SOCIETY OF THE

BAHAMAS.
For the month of December, when
you purchase a 5 gallon bottle of

AQUAPURE water at a special price
of $4.75, SUPER VALUE and

AQUAPURE will DONATE 40¢ on
every purchase to:

The Cancer Society of The Bahamas.

AQUAPURE – YOU CAN DRINK WITH CONFIDENCE

Sponsored by:

A Worthy Cause

The aromas of Christmas –
in Guyana and the Bahamas

7,1*6�78))���WR�KHOS�RXU�OR\DO�FXVWRPHUV

�������'HFHPEHU������������
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By NATARIO McKENZIE
Tribune Staff Reporter
nmckenzie@tribunemedia.net

PHONE records documenting calls
from Bishop Earl Randy Fraser’s cel-
lular phone to the virtual com-
plainant’s phone were submitted into
evidence by prosecutors yesterday as
Fraser’s retrial on charges of unlawful
sex continued before Magistrate Car-
olita Bethel.

Fraser, who is on $10,000 bail, is
accused of having a sexual relation-
ship with a 16-year-old girl between
July 2005 and February 2006.

Frederick Marsh, a business ana-
lyst in BTC’s IT section, presented

phone records from November 8,
2005 to February 8, 2006 for a cellular
subscriber registered under the name:
Pilgrim Baptist Church.

According to the records he pre-
sented to the court, during that peri-
od there were 18 calls made from the
cellular phone registered to Pilgrim
Baptist Church to the virtual com-
plainant’s cellular phone, usually
between the hours of 7am and 9pm.

Also taking the stand again yester-
day was woman Detective Inspector
Marcell Hamilton-Sands, who was
further cross-examined by the
defence. 

She said she recalled that she had
spoken to an aunt of the complainant

some time in April 2006 and recorded
a statement from her.

She also told the court that she had
obtained a copy of a CD which con-
tained explicit voice-mail messages
which had been left on the com-
plainant’s cellular phone.

Fraser’s defence attorney then
asked why the officer had not taken
the cellular phone itself as evidence.
Inspector Sands said she asked for it,
but that the woman said she did not
have it at the time.

Inspector Sands admitted that she
could not speak to the integrity of
what was on the CD.

The case has been adjourned to
March 25 and 26, 2010.

A 37-YEAR-OLD Union Village man accused of having
sex with a 14-year-old girl was arraigned in a Magistrate’s
Court yesterday.

Dwayne John Brice is accused of committing the offence
on November 22.

He was not required to enter a plea to the charge during
his arraignment before Chief Magistrate Roger Gomez and
was granted $15,000.

Brice was ordered to report to the nearest police station
every Saturday and Wednesday before 6pm.

Man accused of sex with
girl, 14, appears in court

Records of Bishop Fraser’s cell
phone calls submitted as evidence

BISHOP EARL RANDY FRASER outside of court on Monday.
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and was forced to land with the landing gear up on Sunday
morning.

The 19 passengers are all Haitian citizens. No one was injured
in the crash.

Haitian officials are investigating the Metroliner SA 227 air-
craft and the cause of the crash, while Inspector Major under-
takes an independent study of the Western Air fleet.

Bahamian authorities will assist the Haitian investigation if
called to, but their help has not yet been requested, Inspector
Major said.

He added: “Our investigation is about prevention; to see if
the problem reported by the pilot is isolated or if it could be a
trend with the other aircraft.

“If we find it is a trend we have to notify all the operators, the
manufacturer of the aircraft, the Federal Aviation Associa-
tion, and the National Transportation Safety Board.”

Western Air has a fleet of around eight aircraft, including four
Metroliners SA 227’s and four Saab SF 340’s.

Inspector Major was in Inagua until Monday, where he was
investigating the plane crash that killed two pilots on Thursday.

The Falcon Air jet operated by the Florida Aviation Group
was seen hurtling to the ground engulfed in flames and crashed
in a remote area of eastern Inagua at around 7.30pm, sending
shock waves across the island to the small settlement of Math-
ew Town.

The pilot has been identified as Harold Roy Mangels, 69, of
Beaumont, Texas, and his first officer as Freddie Castro, 55, an
American citizen born in Venezuela who lived in Pembroke
Pines, Florida.

Inspector Major said the men were moving the aircraft from
Aruba to Fort Lauderdale and had stopped at the Joaquin
Balaguer International Airport in Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic, before setting off for Fort Lauderdale when they
crashed.

The aircraft owned by North American company Wells Far-
go and operated by Florida Aviation Group was  completely
destroyed in the crash, and the pilot and first officer were
identified by pilot’s licences preserved in their wallets.

Evidence taken from the scene will be examined to help
determined the cause of the crash.

According to reports,
Mr Rolle and Ms Cole-
brooke were brutally
beaten and stabbed in
the area of Palm Beach
Street off Wulff Road.
Residents told The Tri-
bune that a sharp-
tipped tyre wrench was
used.

Scott, of Miami, Flori-
da, was not required to
enter a plea to the
charges during his
arraignment before
Chief Magistrate Roger
Gomez in court 1, Bank
Lane. 

He was remanded to
Her Majesty’s Prison.
The case was adjourned
to January 19 for men-
tion in Court 10, Parlia-
ment Street.

In a four-page press release outlin-
ing the Government's reasons for
abstaining on a recent United Nation's
vote on three human rights resolu-
tions regarding the actions of Iran,
Burma and North Korea, Mr Symon-
ette said the Bahamas chose not to
vote because of "factual errors" in the
resolutions, which were highlighted
by the ambassador of Iran.

Additionally, there were no rebut-
tals to these criticisms from the co-
sponsors of the resolution when the
matter was before the UN's Commit-
tee for consideration, he said. 

"Furthermore there were no pro-
posals from the co-sponsors of the res-
olution to request a separate vote on
each of the substantive paragraphs of
the resolution, which would have
allowed countries to express their posi-
tions on 'controversial' sections," said
Mr Symonette's statement, which
accompanied the full text of the
Bahamas' statement to the UN during
consideration of the resolutions and

the UN member state
voting record.   

"When the matter was
considered in the Ple-
nary on December 18,
2009, the Bahamas
abstained, as it did in the
Third Committee, along
with 59 member states.
Forty-nine member
states voted against and
74 voted in favour," he
continued, stressing that
the Bahamas did not
vote against the resolu-
tions. 

Mr Symonette, the
country's deputy prime
minister, said the
Bahamas has complied
with important sanctions
against Iran and the Democratic Peo-
ple's Republic of Korea under the UN
Security Council Resolution, adding
that the Bahamas is sharp-eyed in
their implementation. 

His statements came in the wake of
stinging criticism from Ms Avant who
last week issued a public statement

faulting the Govern-
ment for its decision.  

In her remarks, Ms
Avant noted that for-
merly, the Bahamas
was consistently one of
the "brave souls" in the
region that stood up for
human rights. She said
it is the "fervent hope"
of the United States
that the Bahamas and
other Caribbean coun-
tries that abstained or
voted against the reso-
lutions will reconsider.

She also chided the
Bahamas' explanation
for abstaining and its
statement that the
issues raised in the res-

olutions should be addressed during
the Human Rights Council's (HRC)
Universal Periodic Review (UPR),
which each country submits to every
four years.

"The problem with this argument
is that Iran has not facilitated the vis-
it of a single rapporteur or indepen-

dent expert of the Human Rights
Council to its country in over four
years. . .Iran's review is February 2010,
Burma in 2011, and DPRK at the end
of 2009. If we were to do what the
Bahamas suggests and wait for the
UPR, this would mean the interna-
tional community would say nothing
about these situations in the mean-
time," Ms Avant wrote, in part.

According to Mr Symonette, Korea
underwent its UPR on December 7
adding that Iran will be subject to the
same on February 15, 2010.

"Consequently these countries are
about to be exposed to the full glare of
the intense spotlight of this dedicated
organ of the United Nations for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fun-
damental Freedoms," he said, adding
that a number of the co-sponsors of
the relevant resolutions are members
of the HRN and can ensure intense
scrutiny on the three countries in ques-
tion. 

• The full text of the Bahamas’ posi-
tion on the matter as relayed to the
UN will be printed in tomorrow’s Tri-
bune.

whether or not the MP was
indeed staying with the party
or taking up a post as a
Supreme Court Justice in
2010.

However, after numerous
attempts by members, it is
understood that Mr Davis has
now had to formally write to
the PLP MP who up to this
time was allegedly “hard” to
catch up with.

While this came as news to
some within Mr Adderley’s
camp, a source close to the
MP said he was quite sur-
prised their efforts had failed
as the MP was quite “easy to
access.”

“Mr Adderley is downtown
almost every day so I find it
hard to believe that they can-
not find him. But I guess it is
like the old people say, a hog
knows just where to rub,” he
said.

As it is well known within in
the PLP, Mr Adderley has
been very vocal about the
“mistreatment” he claims he
endured under the party’s
leader Perry Christie. At the
time, it was reported that Mr
Adderley had been promised
the post of Attorney General
prior to the PLP’s 2002 elec-
tion. However, upon gaining
the government, Mr Adder-
ley was reportedly called into
the then PM’s office and
offered the post of Speaker of
the House of Assembly. After
an exchange of “heated”
words, it is alleged that Mr
Adderley was then offered the
post of Chairman of the
Water and Sewerage Board –
a position he again turned

down.
Therefore, it came as no

surprise to many that the Eliz-
abeth MP was essentially
“black balled” by the party
and offered no assistance in
the upkeep of his constituency
in terms of jobs or road work
improvements.

Mr Christie has gone on
record to state that he has had
no communication with Mr
Adderley in recent months,
and emphasized that he would
expect out of courtesy to be
informed by the MP of any
plans that he may have that
pertain to his political future.

Following the PLP’s loss at
the polls in 2007, Mr Adderley
took up the post of Chairman
of the Gaming Board, a posi-
tion that he continues to hold
to this day much to the cha-
grin of everyday PLPs.

With this post reportedly
having been offered by Prime
Minister Hubert Ingraham,
PLPs have questioned Mr
Adderley’s loyalty to the par-
ty even more-so now that
fresh rumours are circulating
that the MP has again been
offered a new post to take up
the seat that Supreme Court
Justice Cheryl Albury will be
vacating early next year.

If Mr Adderley were to
take the job he would ulti-
mately have to resign from his
seat in the House of Assembly
and force a by-election in the
Elizabeth constituency. Many
within the political realm have
speculated that this could be a
pre-emptive strike by the
Prime Minister to “test the
waters” of the electorate on
his chances of winning a snap
election, if one were to be
called.

Jamaican man
charged with
murder over

stabbing death
FROM page one

Brent Symonette defends the
Bahamas’ human rights record
FROM page one

BRENT SYMONETTE

PLP committee resorts to
writing to Malcom Adderley

FROM page one

FROM page one

Western Air flight to Haiti crash lands

 



By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

HOUSTON native Funmi
Jimoh is having the time of
her life training here in the
Bahamas with Olympic and
World Champion Tonique
Williams-Darling.

Here since Sunday, Jimoh
will continue her training
through January 6, one day
after she competes in the
Bahamas Association of Ath-
letic Associations’ Odd dis-
tance Meet on January 5 at
the Thomas A. Robinson
Track and Field Stadium.

“Tonique told me that the
Bahamas is a nice place to be,
so I was anxious to come,”
said Jimoh before she went
through a workout session
yesterday at the College of the
Bahamas’ Wellness Center.

“The weather here is just
that much better than it is at
home, so this is a nice escape
for me to focus on, but also
to train and to have some fun
as well.”

Jimoh, the 5-foot-8 long
jump specialist who graduated
from Rice University, said
training for her 2010 indoor
debut on January 15 in Hous-
ton.

“It’s a chance for me to get
stronger and to focus on my
training before I get back to
the track,” she said. “It’s only
going forward for me, no turn-
ing back.”

Although she’s only been
on the pro circuit for the past
two years, Jimoh said she met
Williams-Darling when she
was training at the University
of Texas and they became
friends.

“She’s just such a nice per-
son with a lot of energy,”
Jimoh said. “So that’s the kind
of people that I like to being
around. She’s just a lot of fun
to be with.”

Now officially retired and
operating her Tonique

Williams-Darling Track Club,
Williams-Darling said she feel
like “Christmas,” having
Jimoh in town.

“I like when my friends
come here to visit,” said
Williams-Darling, who took
Jimoh to the Straw Market
yesterday before practice. “It’s
her first visit here, so I really
want her to have a good time.

“Before she started her pro-
fessional career, she has never
travelled outside of the United
States. So other than the
meets she competed in
Europe, this is her first trip to
the Caribbean.”

Of course, one of the sites
that Williams-Darling said she
couldn’t avoid taking Jimoh
too was the Tonique Williams-
Darling Highway.

Jimoh’s visit came on the
heels of Jamaican quarter-mil-
er Novleen Williams-Mills, a
former rival of Williams-Dar-
ling. Williams-Mills was here
earlier this month. 

“Even now that I’m retired,
it’s really good to see the
many athletes who are coming
here to visit and train,” said
Williams-Darling, who enter-
tained some others when they
came from the recent wedding

of Michael Mathieu.
COB’s Assistant Athletic

Director and Track coach
Bradley Cooper said it’s just a
wonderful oppoertunity for
them to showcase their Well-
ness facility.

“It’s a wonderful opportu-
nity for the College of the
Bahamas to host the athletes
at the Wellness Center,” he
said. “It’s something that
shows the class of centre that
we have because they can see
how good the place is. The
environment is really great for
them to train.”

Since graduating from col-
lege, the 25-year-old 2002
USA Youth and Junior high
jump champion is still look-
ing for her breakthrough as a
medallist at one of the major
international meets.

Having finished third at the
US Olympic trials in 2008,
Jimoh went to Beijing, China
where she posted a 12th place
in her Olympic Games debut.

In August at the 12th IAAF
world Championships in Ath-
letics in Berlin, Germany,
Jimoh was 21st overall after
she her 11th place in Group
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Jimoh in town to
train with Tonique

AMERICAN long jumper Funmi Jimoh strutxs her stuff as she lifts
some weights yesterday at COB’s Wellness Center.

AMERICAN long jumper Funmi Jimoh gets the medicine ball from
World and Olympic champion Tonique Williams-Darling during a
workout session yesterday at COB’s Wellness Center.

SEE page 13
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By BRENT STUBBS
Senior Sports Reporter
bstubbs@tribunemedia.net

BIANCA Stuart’s long
jump athletic eligibility at
Southern Illinois University
might be over, but her con-
nection to the Saluki Athletics
Programme is not done.

The Saluki’s most out-
standing female long jumper
ever, having left her mark in
the record books both indoors
and outdoors, is spending the
Christmas holiday with three
of her team-mates.

Arriving in town yesterday
to train here for the next two
weeks are triple jumpers
Judeka Adams and Malaikah
Love and multiple events
competitor Gwendolyn Berry.

Yesterday at the College of
the Bahamas’ Wellness Cen-
ter, only Berry began her first
day of training, while Adams
and Love were busy getting
adjusted to the environment.

“They came down for a
vacation from that cold
weather in Illinois,” said Stu-
art, who is hosting the three
athletes until January 5.
“They will be training, sight-
seeing, swimming, chilling and
going to junkanoo.”

Although her eligibility is
done, Stuart said she still feels
a part of the Saluki’s athletic
team and so she still considers
the three athletes as her team-
mates.

The trio are gearing up for
their indoor opener on Janu-
ary 16, while Stuart is expect-
ed to compete in her first
meet in March. However, she
intends to return to SIU in
January where she will con-
tinue to train.

Adams, 19, said she’s
known Stuart for over a year
and so when she got the
chance to come here to spend
Christmas with her, she could-
n’t pass it up.

“Just flying over the
turquoise water was amaz-
ing,” said Adams, who is mak-
ing her first trip out of the
United States. “Everything is
so relaxing, even the traffic.

“I think the first thing that
got to me when I came

through the airport was to see
a poster of two black women.
That threw me off. Being
from the United States, every-
thing is so commercial. So it
was like wow.”

While here, Adams said she
intends to take in every bit of
the Bahamian culture, includ-
ing the food, the beach, fish
fry and the junkanoo.

As for her relationship with
Stuart, Adams said she has
definitely been a role model
for her.

“As a jumper at SIU, she
has really had an awesome
career,” said Adams, a long
and triple jumper. “I really
look up to her.”

For the past three years,
Love and Stuart were room-
mates at SIU. But although
she’s heard so much about the
Bahamas from Stuart, Love
said it’s been more than she
ever dreamt.

“It’s been a culture shock,”
she pointed out. “It’s really
colourful and people are just
hanging out everywhere. It’s
just not like the States or
where I come here.”

One of the things that has
fascinated the 21-year-old
Love so far is the many stray
dogs that she’s seen running
around the island.

But Love said she expects
to have a really good time
here because she’s been real-
ly looking forward to her first
trip out of the United States
and sharing it with her room-
mate.

“It’s been fun. It’s kind of
different to see how people
from so far apart are so alike
in so many ways,” Love said.

“So it’s just great to be here.”
And Berry, the 20-year-old

thrower, said she and Stuart
have been best friends at SIU
and so she too just had to
make the trek here for this
vacation.

“It’s been very good. It’s
very different from America,
but I love it. I just wish I don’t
have to leave,” said the native
of St. Louis, who is now in
her junior year as a Sulaki’s.

Berry said Stuart has been
like a big sister and she loves
her as a friend. So she’s look-
ing forward to spending her
time here with her, especially
going to junkanoo.

Bradley Cooper, the Assis-
tant Athletic Director and
head track coach at COB, had
a chance to help Berry go
through her workout yester-
day at the Wellness Center.

He noted that he hopes to
take advantage of the expe-
rience.

“Having already qualified
for the NCAA Indoor Cham-
pionships, I think it’s a plus
to have someone like her
train here,” said Cooper of
Berry.

“It gives a chance to look at
what she’s doing and hope-
fully I can incorporate that in
the training that I’m doing
here with people like Jenny
Jacques and Julie Duncanson
and hopefully bring them to
the level where they can com-
pete against them in the
future.”

Stuart, the national cham-
pion, is one of the candidates
for the BAAA’s collegiate
Female Athlete of the Year
at the luncheon on Sunday.
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Stuart home
with teammates
for the holidays

A. Even though she haven’t
had a top 10 finish yet, Jimoh
said the past two experiences
have been a learning experi-
ence.

“Now I know that it’s a lot
of hard work,” she insisted.
“So I’m trying to keep it
going.”

Jimoh, the current No.2
ranked jumper in the United
States, is hoping that her
traqining here will help to
prepare her for 13th IAAF
World Indoor Champi-
onships in Doha, Qatar in
March.

As for her trip here so far,
Jimoh said it’s been more
than she anticipated.

“I love it here so far. It’s
so relaxing and comfortable
here,” she stated.

While she’s still a relative-
ly young competitor on the
international scene, Jimoh
said so far she’s only had one
opportunity to compete
against a Bahamian.

That was Jackie Edwards
in a meet they participated in
last year in England in the
Five nation meet. 

Hopefully, with Edwards
making a return after an
injury and Bianca ‘BB’ Stuart
getting ready to launch her
pro career, Jimoh said she’s
looking forward to future
encounters with the Bahami-
ans starting in Doha.

In the meantime, Jimoh
said she she intends to eat as
much Bahamian food as pos-
sible, including macaroni and
conch, before she rushes out
to junkanoo on Boxing Day.

FROM page 12

Jimoh in town to
train with Tonique

BAHAMIAN long jumper Bianca ‘BB’ Stuart share a moment with her SUI team-mates from left:
Malaikah Love, Judeka Adams and Gwendolyn Berry on their initial visit to the Bahamas.
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By RENALDO DORSETT
Sports Reporter
rdorsett@tribunemedia.net

i. Wannah Bail – Basket-
ball

This has potential to be
one of the most influential

stories in Bahamian sports,
yet continues to fly beneath
the radar. Bahamians are
about to have a major impact
on the landscape of profes-
sional basketball, and Bail
could lead this charge for a
new generation. The Mychal

Thompson, Cecil Rose,
Osborne Lockhart, Charles
Thompson quartet came
along and dominated high
school basketball in South
Florida almost two decades
before I even knew what a
basketball was, but I’ve

heard countless stories
rehashed from those who
were around the game dur-
ing that time period and it
was a foregone conclusion
that the “Jackson Generals”
changed the face of Bahami-
an basketball forever. We
may be in the midst of wit-
nessing a renaissance.
There’s the talent, the hype,
and the production on the
floor, all this current group
(Dwight Miller, Probese Leo,
Bail, Michael Carey Jr, Wal-
tia Rolle) needs is a cool
nickname. We’ll work on
that.

In the latest projections of
the ESPNU Class of 2012
prospects, Bail is one of nine
players tied with the top
overall grade of 98. If ESPN
scouts think he’s two points
away from being a perfect
player, how do I not make
him the Junior Male Athlete
of the Year!? I don’t think
we fully fathom what this
means. In just two years, Bail
has gone from an unknown
from the Bahamas to the top
ranked recruit in the nation.
Had this still been the age of
prep to pros without the
mandatory one year of col-
lege rule, Bail would possi-
bly be a lottery pick for the
2013 NBA Draft if he chose
to declare. Right now Bail is
pegged as a “one and done”
player in the mould of Kevin
Durant, Greg Oden, Demar
DeRozan and others who
spent just a single year in the
NCAAs.

The 6ft 8ins 190 pound for-
ward currently a member of
the Village School, in Bay-
town, Texas also stars for the
Houston Franchise All Stars,
an AAU squad run by Nike
and Reebok.

Am I a little biased
towards basketball? Proba-
bly. Am I overstating how
important high school bas-
ketball is in America?
Absolutely. Then again, let’s
revisit this issue in 2013 or
2014 when Bail is a lottery
pick, signs a shoe deal with
Nike and his jersey becomes
the most imported item to
the Bahamas since...well the
most legally imported item
ever. By the way, eighth on
the ESPNU top 100 list for
the Class of 2012, Cecil
Rose’s nephew L.J Rose.
Believe me when I say we
will talking about this group
for decades to come.

ii. Raymond Higgs – Track
and Field

Higgs has cemented his
status as one of the most crit-
ically acclaimed junior high
jumpers in the Bahamas with
yet another season atop the
medal stand at the region’s
most popular meet. Higgs
took his third consecutive
gold medal in his signature

event at the 2009 Carifta
Games in St. Lucia. His leap
of 2.21m set a new CARIF-
TA record in the Under-20
division, his second division-
al record at the meet after he
cleared 2.13 in the Under-17
division two years ago. Dur-
ing the 2009/8 season, Higgs
also equalled the National
Record in the High Jump,
had the 11th best jump in the
World Leading Junior List,
and was a member of both
the Central American and
Caribbean (CAC) and Pan
American Junior national
teams. By the way, Higgs also
found time to excel on the
hardwood as well. He was
named an Athens Banner
Herald Class A first team
honoree, was named to the
Georgia Sports Writers 1st
Team All State, and named
to the Atlanta Journal Con-
stitution 2nd Team All State. 

iii. Elvis Vereance Burrows
– Swimming

Burrows followed up a
standout 2008 where he
earned a berth on the Bei-
jing Olympic team, with a
statistically improved 2009
season.  The University of
Kentucky Wildcat senior
Competed for the Bahamas
at the 13th FINA World
Championships where he set
career-best times in all three
events (50 free, 100 free and
100 fly). He set new national
records in four events: 23.74s
in the 50 fly, 53.51s in the 100
fly, 22.39s in the 50 free and
50.88s in the 100free. At
Kentucky, he earned two All-
America honours as a mem-
ber of the 200-freestyle and
200-medley relays at the
NCAA Championships and
set career-best collegiate
times in all three events as a
junior . Burrows set a new
school-record in the 100-but-
terfly at the SEC Champi-
onships and earned a bronze
medal as the third leg of the
200-free relay team.

iv. Warren Fraser – Track
and Field

No athlete embodied the
spirit of the Bahamian team
like Fraser’s performance in
the U-20 100m final at the

2009 CARIFTA games.
Against a stacked heavily
favoured competition, Fraser
sacrificed it all across the
final 30 meters, stumbling to
the line and injuring his ankle
in the process, but came
away with a silver medal.
Fraser’s was the first medal
of the meet for the Bahamas
in the U-20 division. He also
was a finalist at the Pan Am
Junior Championships in his
signature event.

v.Michael Carey Jr – Bas-
ketball

Like Bail, Carey’s recruit-
ment stock has continued to
skyrocket in the state of
Texas and has now reached
national acclaim as NCAA
Div I programmes begin
clamouring for his services
two years in the near future.
In the latest ESPNU rank-
ings for the class of 2012,
Carey is listed as the fourth
ranked point guard prospect
in state of Texas and the 17th
ranked point guard in the
nation. 

Honourable Mention
Robin LaFrance – Basket-

ball
Hugh Campbell MVP

Honors and two of the
biggest  shots down the
stretch of the National
Championship game
returned the floating trophy
to Grand Bahama and gave
Norris Bain his fifth title, all
on the shoulders of his star
guard.

Anfernie Seymour – Soft-
ball

I’m not about to grand-
stand about his performance
in this year’s BAISS Junior
Boys Softball Championship,
but it terms of production at
the plate, defense in the field,
leadership, and the overall
aura of “Holy crap he’s at
the plate again” that blan-
keted Freedom Farm field
with each plate appearance.
In four playoff games, includ-
ing the championship series,
Seymour went 11-13 for a
batting average of .846 with
four home-runs, 13 RBI and
nine runs to lead SAC to the
title. 
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THE CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP
PRESENTS

The iSMOD 

The iSMOD is the PC that allows us to burn tracks and music 
on-the-spot complete with a colour CD insert and plastic container.

* Burn your accompaniment tracks while you wait

* Burn your music today and sing with it tonight

* Choose from thousands of available tracks – 
not just what is on the shelf

* Get that unforgettable and unique gift for your child or 
grandchild – songs which use their own name!

* Selected music from various artists while you wait

Serving the growing needs 
of the Bahamian Christian

You can choose from many 
tracks such as the popular
MercyMe single 
“I Can Only Imagine”

Present this ad and receive 10% 

Call for more information:
322.1306
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Yesterday several Martin
Street residents told The Tri-
bune they do not believe the
three well-liked young men
were the intended victims.
Police said they do not know
the motive for the attempted
killings as yet. Up to press time,
no one was in custody in con-
nection with the shooting.

Meanwhile, in a tragic twist
to the night’s events, it was the
brother of gunshot victim
Trevon Simmons, 19-year-old
Jeffrey “Jay-Jay” Simmons,
who lost his life as a result of
the attack ... although he was
not shot.

“Jay-Jay” punched a window
in frustration when he discov-
ered his younger brother lying
in a pool of blood. “Jay-Jay”
died of his injuries on Monday
evening, while his brother
Trevon remains in hospital. 

The anger expressed by “Jay-
Jay” was reflected yesterday in
the dissatisfaction numerous
residents expressed about the
police response to the shoot-
ing.

Several witnesses claimed
police did not reach the scene
of the attack for over half an
hour while an ambulance took
closer to an hour. 

Concerned residents claimed
officers spent little time col-
lecting evidence, leaving bullet
casings scattered throughout
the area.

“They took about an hour to
come, and then everything was
done sloppy. They only care
about certain kinds of areas.
They don’t care about pure
ghetto areas,” a 51-year-old res-
ident of Martin Street claimed.

Dwayne Basden, 34, who
lives in a house behind the
wooden shack where the boys
were shot, said he feels police
are selective in where they
choose to focus their crime-
fighting energies.

The sense that they neglect
the community has created an
atmosphere in which residents
are less willing to share infor-
mation, he alleged. 

“The responding time was so
poor that by the time they came
people were so fed up they did-
n’t want to talk to them. What
they could’ve get they didn’t
get because people bummed,”

added his 51-year-old neigh-
bour.

Yesterday residents exam-
ined in awe the damage caused
to surrounding buildings by
the high-powered weapon
which police have been told
may have been only one of
two guns turned on the com-
munity by the occupants of the
car that night.

Keith Smith, Shamaro’s
uncle, said: “I still can’t believe
it. It could’ve been anyone of
us. This is our regular route
that people walk through to
the Junkanoo shack.”

Mr Smith, 48, said the shock
of the attack is all the more
profound given that, despite
the reputation for violent
crime that the Bain and
Grants Town area has devel-
oped, Martin Street has always
been fairly sheltered.

“That was the first time
we’ve experienced something
like that through here, through
this particular corner. These
young guys aren’t mixed up in

gangs, sometimes they have a
row on the basketball court,
but they’re not in gangs.

“It’s terrible. Something
needs to be done. 

“Things are out of hand. We
don’t uphold crime round
here.”

The attempted killing of the
three young men came just
eight streets north and around
24 hours after murder suspect
Nairro Petersen, alias “Pearl
Eye”, was shot and killed in a
“drive-by” on Saturday.

Petersen was standing with
a group of people outside the
Brand B Tyre Shop on Milton
Street, off Market Street,
when shots were fired by the
occupants of a passing black
Honda Accord. 

Meanwhile, police reported
yesterday that an AK-47 rifle
and 24 live rounds of ammu-
nition were seized Monday
morning from the “Sharise M”
boat docked in Potter’s Cay.
A 28-year-old man is in cus-
tody. 

C M
Y K

C M
Y K

LOCAL NEWS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                    WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2009, PAGE 15

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

Police fears over AK-47s
FROM page one

JEFFREY SIMMONS SENIOR holding one of the bullet casings
from the scene of Sunday’s shooting.

A BULLET CASING from the Sunday’s shooting at the scene.
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UBS eyes $22m
sale and lease

back agreement
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

There will be a “profound effect” on Bahamian gross domes-
tic product (GDP) growth and education levels if the College
of the Bahamas (COB) does not move on to university status,
a leading doctor telling Tribune Business yesterday that attain-
ing such a goal will make tertiary education more accessible and
affordable for hundreds of Bahamians.

Dr Jonathan Rodgers, the well-known ‘eye doctor’, said that
by moving COB to university status, the Government would
ensure that Bahamian families did not have to spend between
$15,00-$50,000 per year on a tertiary education for their children
in the US and Canada.

“With education in the US or Canada, which is where most
Bahamians go for tertiary education, it can be very expen-

‘Profound effect’ on 
GDP growth if no COB

move to university

SEE page 9B
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By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Plans to impose regulatory
obligations on Cable
Bahamas’ provision of high-
speed data and international
Internet connectivity have
been slammed by the compa-
ny’s consultants as being
“unjustified”, given the
“intensifying competitive
pressures” resulting from
bandwidth price cuts of up to
18.3 per cent by the Bahamas
Telecommunications Compa-
ny (BTC).

Analysys Mason, the Euro-
pean-based consultants hired
by the BISX-listed entity to
review the Utilities Regula-
tion & Competition Authori-
ty’s (URCA) remedies to
tackle Cable Bahamas’ pre-
sumed Significant Market
Power (SMP) in the Internet
and cable TV businesses,
warned that the proposed reg-
ulatory obligations on the fir-
m’s international data trans-
mission services could impact
how it was regulated in the
US.

Focusing on URCA’s pro-
posed obligations for Cable
Bahamas, and its wholly-
owned Caribbean Crossings
subsidiary, in the area of high-
speed data and Internet con-
nectivity, Analysys Mason
immediately questioned
URCA’s findings on the retail
and wholesale markets for
both national and interna-
tional leased lines.

Cable Bahamas, it argued,
had been designated as having
SMP in these markets “on the
basis that a ‘duopoly’ between
BTC and Cable
Bahamas/Caribbean Cross-
ings is unlikely to provide
effective long-term competi-
tion.

“This approach is, to say
the least, quite peculiar, since
neither Cable
Bahamas/Caribbean Cross-
ings not BTC are in a joint
dominance situation, and
URCA should have demon-
strated that, or should have
exempted Cable
Bahamas/Caribbean Cross-
ings from the SMP designa-
tion on these specific prod-
ucts.”

In addition, Cable
Bahamas’ European consul-
tants also cited a “significant
increase of competition” and

Proposed
controls

on Cable’s
data entity
‘unjustified’

SEE page 10B

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

City Markets’ majority
shareholder pledged its entire
78 per cent stake in the com-
pany as collateral for a $26
million Royal Bank of Cana-
da loan to finance the $54 mil-
lion buyout from Winn-Dixie,
Tribune Business can reveal,
with one condition being that
at least 75 per cent of the pub-
licly-traded company’s prof-
its be paid out as dividends.

Other loan covenants,
which Royal Bank stipulated
BSL Holdings must fulfill,
included the majority share-
holder applying two-thirds or
66.67 per cent of its “excess
cash flow” at year-end to pay-
ing down the $26 million cred-
it facility until only $18 million
was outstanding.

Tribune Business has
obtained a variety of docu-
ments relating to the summer
2006 purchase of the majority
78 per cent stake in Bahamas
Supermarkets, the holding
company for the 11-strong
City Markets chain, by the
BSL Holdings private equity
consortium.

While much is now ancient
history, the Royal Bank of
Canada loan having been
restructured and rewritten
due to City Markets’ finan-
cial difficulties, which have

75% City Markets dividend
payout is sought by bank

* Documents show original $26m Royal Bank loan
required Bahamas Supermarkets 78% majority 
owner to pledge stake as collateral
* Loan since rewritten, but majority owner also
required to use two-thirds of excess cash flow to pay
down debt

SEE page 8B

By CHESTER ROBARDS
Tribune Business Reporter
and NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

UBS (Bahamas) is attempting to sell its East
Bay Street headquarters and newly-built property
behind for around $22 million, a leading realtor
confirmed yesterday.

Bahamas Realty’s chief executive/president, Lar-
ry Roberts, confirmed the Swiss bank’s plan to sell
the property and lease it back from the new owners.

He added that the Utilities Regulation & Com-
petition Authority (URCA) has already leased
portions of the building constructed behind UBS
House, and despite slow interest other potential
tenants are coming in to view it.

“Once the building is sold they will stay there as
tenants,” Mr Roberts said of UBS. 

“They occupy all of the front building, but
because of the downturn in the economy they have
decided they don’t need all the space in the back.”

Other sources confirmed to Tribune Business
that UBS planned to take an initial five-year lease
on the property, once it was sold to a new owner. 

This had raised concern among some observers as
to whether UBS planned on maintaining a long-
term presence in the Bahamas, who questioned
whether the leading Swiss bank lacked confidence
in this nation’s long-term viability as an interna-
tional financial services centre.

However, Tribune Business was told by sources
familiar with the situation that UBS’s Swiss Board
of Directors had approved a plan that would see the
bank remain in the Bahamas long-term.

By NEIL HARTNELL
Tribune Business Editor

Baha Mar’s potential agree-
ment with two Chinese state-
owned entities for the financing
and construction of its $2.6 bil-
lion Cable Beach project is “90
per cent likely to go” ahead,
Tribune Business was told yes-
terday, with both sides trying
to now tie down “a few com-
mercial issues”.

The resort developer and its
potential partners, China State
Construction and China
Export-Import Bank, were said
to be “close” to concluding an
agreement, Baha Mar having
been hopeful of closing the deal
by year-end.

It is unclear whether that tar-
get will be met, but one source
familiar with the situation told
Tribune Business yesterday:
“Ninety per cent it’s going to
go. Now there’s a very good
chance it’s going to happen. It
looks like there’s a willingness
on the part of the Chinese to
do it. I think they’re very
close.”

It is not known what the out-
standing issues are, although
one negotiating point had been
Baha Mar’s desire for China
State Construction and Engi-
neering Group to take a larger
stake than the initially-pro-
posed $99 million, or 2.75 per
cent, equity ownership. It is

thought this has been resolved.
Robert Sands, Baha Mar’s

senior vice-president of external
affairs and administration,
declined to comment when con-
tacted by Tribune Business ear-
lier this week. Other Baha Mar
sources were equally tight-
lipped, indicating something
may be happening, the only
detail that could be obtained
being that all sides were “mak-
ing excellent progress”.

While the Baha Mar go-
ahead would be a massive boost
for a Bahamian economy that
badly needs a ‘shot in the arm’
following an estimated 4 per
cent contraction in 2009, the
deal is not done, and negotia-
tions with Chinese companies -
especially those that are state-
owned - can often be difficult,
with many twists and turns.

In addition, Tribune Busi-
ness understands that the Chi-

nese side is seeking at least
6,500 work permits for their
nationals who will work on the
Cable Beach project, although
only 2,500 maximum will be
required at any one time due
to the sensitive political nature
of the issue for the Govern-
ment. This newspaper had been
told that the work permit issue
was a potential stumbling block
for the deal as far as the Gov-
ernment was concerned, but
this was denied to Tribune
Business by sources close to
Baha Mar. The number of
required work permits was also
disputed.

China State Construction
said in an earlier statement that
under the terms of the deal
being worked out with Baha
Mar, it would acquire a 2.75 per
cent stake in the project with a
$99 million investment. That is
much less than the 43 per cent
equity stake, and $212 million
contribution, Baha Mar's pre-
vious partner, Harrah's Enter-
tainment, was scheduled to
make.

The value of the construc-
tion contract was pegged at $1.9
billion, with CSC saying work
on the 1,000-acre project was
due to start in early 2010, with
an opening in late 2013.

Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) have already
been signed between Baha Mar
and its Chinese counterparts

$2.6bn Baha Mar deal
‘90% likely to go ahead’

NO COMMENT: 
Robert Sands
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Buy 3 or 
more for 
$125 each

MARINA VILLAGE, PARADISE ISLAND 363-1351  BAY STREET, NASSAU 325-4083

www.babfinancial.com
242-461-1000

Freeport 242-352-7209
   Exuma 242-336-3035   Abaco 242-367-5601

British American Financial
wishes to extend a blessed

Holiday Season
HOLIDAY HOURS

Friday, December 18, 2009
Closed at 12:30pm for Staff Christmas Luncheon

Thursday, December 24, 2009
Closed at 1:00pm

Friday, December 25 and 
Monday, December 28, 2009
Closed all day

Thursday, December 31, 2009
Closed at 1:00pm

Friday, January 1, 2010
Closed all day

The Counsellors have
branded the upcoming
Bahamas Business Outlook,
to be held under the theme
2010-2020: A Decade For
Action & Accountability, as
potentially “the most impor-
tant ever” version of the
conference. 

The conference, which
will be held on January 14,
2010, at the Wyndham Nas-
sau Resort, is designed to
bring together annually
experts from a range of aca-
demic disciplines and fields
of business enterprise to
offer up-to-date, accurate
information and views on
the Bahamas economy.

“The upcoming forum is
perhaps the most important
ever, and we are gathering a
team of presenters who are
more than equal to the task
of supporting its pro-
gramme,” said Joan Albury,
president of TCL (The
Counsellors) Group, the
organiser of the event.

She added that the agenda
will not only focus on sec-
tors such as tourism and
financial services, but will
also include a presentation
from the National Insurance
Board on initiatives such as
its Chronic Disease Pre-
scription Drug Plan, plus an
outlook for the electronic
communications industry in
the wake of the expected
Bahamas Telecommunica-
tions Company (BTC) pri-
vatisation.

“At this point, no one
doubts that the greater part
of the world economy is in
recession, and not a few of

the economic gurus have
flirted with the idea that we
are on the leading edge of
another great depression,”
Mrs Albury said. 

“But we at TCL firmly
believe that what happens,
good or ill, for the local
economy will depend on the
quality of financial and busi-
ness decisions we make now.

Profits
She added: “It’s a fact that

some companies have made
healthy profits this year. We
believe that the secret lies
in recognising trends, ana-
lyzing them for business
opportunities and being will-
ing to change strategy in a
timely fashion. This is the
main reason for our choice
of theme. 

“The time is past for
hand-wringing over who or
what is responsible for the
recession. There are great
gains for our country if we
do more informed planning,
be more proactive and,

above all, demand account-
ability of ourselves, our
employees, our government,
colleagues and partners. 

“We need current and
accurate data from every
sector at timely intervals.
We in the Bahamas need to
move into the 21st century
of technology, especially
communications technolo-
gy. This is the way ahead
and these are the things that
BBO is determined to con-
front each year and present
to the public for considera-
tion. 

“We are proud of the con-
tribution BBO has made to
building our economy over
the past 18-plus years. We
are deeply grateful for the
steady support from our cor-
porate sponsors, distin-
guished speakers and those
who have attended faithful-
ly each year.”

Registration for BBO may
be made on-line at
www.tclevents.com, or by
calling Eileen Fielder at 322-
7505, e-mail efielder@the-
counsellorsltd.com

Upcoming Outlook
conference ‘most
important ever’

‘We in the Bahamas need to move into
the 21st century of technology, espe-
cially communications technology. This
is the way ahead and these are the
things that BBO is determined to con-
front each year and present to the pub-
lic for consideration.’ 

Joan Albury
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By CHESTER ROBARDS
Business Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN has
forced some businesses to do away with
Christmas bonuses, the Bahamas Cham-
ber of Commerce’s president said yester-
day, while others who have been able keep
their businesses afloat have simply cut back.

Khaalis Rolle said most businesses who
haven’t decreased their bonuses have com-
pletely eliminated them. 

“These are extremely challenging times
in business,” said Mr Rolle. “What they
are trying to do is keep their doors open.”

He said that because bonuses are dis-
cretionary items within the company bud-
get, Bahamian businesses have streamlined
their bottom line by cutting them out. And
some companies have moved to perfor-
mance-based bonuses that would be award-
ed based on the past year’s company and
personal performance.

British American Financial’s chief exec-
utive, Chester Cooper, said his company
removed automatic year-end bonuses and

replaced them with performance-based
bonuses. According to him, this incentivised
work performance and aligned employee
goals with company goals.

Incentive
“We created this type of incentive

because it encourages staff to see how they
can contribute directly or indirectly,” said
Mr Cooper.

Activities such as energy conservation, as
well as driving new business to the firm,
would put an employee in the running for
the consolidated bonus cache. “If they are
a top performer they will share in the pool,”
Mr Cooper said.

Mr Rolle said many businesses in the
Bahamas have also been forced to slash

employee work hours in an attempt to cut
costs, along with slashing the year-end
bonus.

“If the company isn’t performing you
would have to eliminate the bonuses by
default,” he said.

Mr Cooper argued that many that choose
the option to implement performance-
based bonuses during tough economic
times may consider leaving that system in
place. The owners of New Oriental Clean-
ers told Tribune Business recently that they
were forced to  decrease Christmas bonus-
es this year, after a 15 per cent decline in
business.

However, they continued with their
annual employee appreciation party, where
they gave electronics, such as mobile
phones and television, to the year’s top
performing and generation employees.

Performance-based bonuses on the rise

By CHESTER ROBARDS
Business Reporter
crobards@tribunemedia.net

THE BUSINESS commu-
nity is at loggerheads over the
National Insurance Board’s
(NIB) decision to increase
contributions by 2 per cent
some time next year, while
some companies believe the
impending increases have not
been publicised and explained
properly.

Nassau Institute executive,
Rick Lowe, argued that the
increase in NIB contributions
could substantially impact the
bottom line of many busi-
nesses across the country.

The NIB has proposed a 0.5
per cent increase in contribu-
tions to be paid by both
employee and employer, to
make up 1 per cent, which will
assist in sustaining the new-

ly-implemented unemploy-
ment fund, and another 1 per
cent increase to sustain the
Chronic Disease Drug Plan.

The Nassau Institute
recently contended that the
proposed wage ceiling hike
from $400 to $600, coupled
with the 2 per cent increase
in NIB contribution rates,
would result in an overall 84.1
per cent increase in payments.

While NIB did not dispute
this claim, it did assert that
those calculations were based
on the assumption of a $600
per week and above wage
earning.

According to a release from
NIB posted on their website:
“Contrary to the Nassau Insti-
tute’s contention, 60 per cent
of workers will see no change
in their weekly or monthly
deductions. The remaining 40
per cent of workers will be

affected, but in varying
degrees.”

However, Mr Lowe insists
that the NIB increases will
hurt the pockets of the small
offices.

Former president of the
Bahamas Chamber of Com-
merce, Dionisio D’Aguilar,
said he saw the increases as
necessary for a nation that
does not save for the future.

According to him, anything
that could get Bahamians to
save would be a good plan to
move forward on.

While it has been said many
Bahamians have less that
$1,000 in savings in their
accounts at any one time,
retirement funds and retire-
ment plans are almost taboo.
The National Insurance
Board is the only plan most
retirees have to depend on
when they reach that age.

Mr D’Aguilar said his only
worry is the mismanagement
of the monies in the fund by
government. He added that
no time is a good time for tax
increases, but “there will be
huge demands for NIB to
meet in the future”.

According to him, the pop-
ulation is very young and in
need of the national scheme
for health benefits and public
pensions.

“Anything that forces them
to save is good,” said Mr
D’Aguilar.

Mr Lowe said he spoke to
some businesses that were not
aware of the Government’s
plan to increase NIB contri-
butions, and one company
told Tribune Business they
were not aware and were not
in a position to even think
about it until it comes to
fruition.

Mixed reaction to NIB
contribution rate rises

Downturn causes firms to
slash Christmas bonuses

         



The Bahamas Hotel Asso-
ciation (BHA) has hon-
oured J. Barrie Farrington
as a lifetime director of the
57 year-old organisation.

“Barrie Farrington has led
an exemplary professional
and civic life. 

“He is the consummate
model of determination,
ambition and hard work,
which has led to his becom-
ing a true Bahamian success
story,” said BHA president
Robert Sands.

“From humble begin-
nings, he has by his own
hard work and single-mind-
edness of pursuit risen to the
top of his profession, and
has built a sterling reputa-

tion not only here in the
Bahamas but also in the
wider tourism world for his
hard work, integrity and
expertise.”

Mr Farrington has served
as the Bahamas Hotel
Employers Association’s
president for 22 years, hav-
ing been a member of that
organisation and the BHA
for more than 25 years. He
has served as a member of
the BHA’s Board of Direc-
tors during that time.

Starting in 1954 as an
accounts clerk with the Nas-
sau Yacht Haven and Pilot
House Hotel, by 1967 he
had progressed to become
president of that  company.

He later joined Resorts
International and served as
senior vice-president of
administration, a position he
continues to hold with
Kerzner International. 

“JB’s example of service
above self is legendary
amongst hoteliers,” Mr
Sands added. 

“Further, in the wider
community he given much
of his time and tremendous
talent to a range of causes
and public service. 

“He has mentioned,
coached, motivated, trained
and shared many of his life’s
lessons with so many of us,
and for this we are grateful.”
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NASSAU INSURANCE BROKERS & AGENTS CO. LTD.
Atlantic House, 2nd Terrace & Collins Avenue, P.O. Box N-7764 Nassau  Tel. 677-6422 

A member of Colonial Group International: Insurance, Health, Pensions, Life

Home & Motor Insurance
SAVE $$$!

Call NIBA on 677-6422
Why pay more for your insurance?

Security
Position Purpose
The purpose of this position is to promote, enforce, and regulate the highest security standards 
and practices in the workplace and to investigate and respond to various types of emergencies 
as required to ensure a safe and secure work environment.

Environment 

enforcing high safety and security standards.

Duties:

 CCTV systems.

and any unusual or important happenings.

 shift.

Experience:

Job Requirements:

Reporting Line:

Applications should be submitted to the
SHEQ Manager

Dbs Vopak Terminal Bahamas
P. O. Box F-42435

Freeport, Grand Bahama, Bahamas
On or before December 31, 2009

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE BAHAMAS 
GOVERNMENT TREASURY BILLS

BKG/410.03

Sealed tenders for B$71,000,000.00 of 91-Day Treasury Bills 
will be received by the Banking Manager, The Central Bank 
of The Bahamas, Frederick Street, Nassau up to 3:00 p.m on 
Wednesday, December 30, 2009. Successful tenderers, who 
will be advised should take up their bills against payment on 
Monday, January 4, 2010. These bills will be in minimum 
multiples of B$100.00. 

Tenders are to be on special forms obtainable from the Central 
Bank of The Bahamas or Commercial Banks.

Tenders must state the net price percent (in multiples of one 
cent) and should be marked “Tender”. The Central Bank of the 
Bahamas reserves the right to reject any or all tenders.

Farrington named as
BHA lifetime director

THE BAHAMAS HOTEL ASSOCIATION 

“He is the con-
summate model
of determina-
tion, ambition
and hard work,
which has led
to his becoming
a true Bahami-
an success sto-
ry,”

Robert Sands

Share
your
news

The Tribune wants to
hear from people who
are making news in their
neighbourhoods. Perhaps
you are raising funds for
a good cause,
campaigning for
improvements in the area
or have won an award.
If so, call us on 322-1986
and share your story.

         



By JENN ABELSON
Globe Staff
c. 2009 The Boston Globe

Stores banking on gift-card
credits to bring shoppers back

Call it the gift card giveaway.
L.L. Bean is handing out a

$10 gift card for every $25 that
shoppers spend, a much sweet-
er deal than last year’s $10 for
every $50 purchase. Popular
teen merchant Abercrombie &
Fitch, which has long resisted
promotions, is featuring a $25
gift card for every $100 spent.
And upscale Boston hair salon
Mizu offered a $125 gift card
for $62.50 - or half price.

It’s a strategy forged in a
tough climate for retailers,
whose profit margins evaporat-
ed amid huge markdowns last
holiday season. Cut-rate cards
offer a double incentive: These
bonus cards bring shoppers into
stores now and give them rea-
son to come back next month.
Gift cards have traditionally
provided a bump in sales for
merchants during the slow win-
ter months. But faced with fore-
casts that store gift-card spend-
ing would drop by 7 percent
this year, merchants are trying
to get them into as many hands
as possible.

”It’s all about driving traffic
back into the stores,” said Mar-
shal Cohen, the NPD Group’s
chief retail analyst. ”These gift
cards are an alternative to deep
discounts, and more retailers
are getting on board.”

L.L. Bean began offering the
$10 gift card early in October as
a way to attract shoppers with
the option to use the card
before the holiday or hold onto
it until after Christmas, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Carolyn
Beem. The preppy cataloger,
based in Freeport, Maine, but
with several shops in Massa-
chusetts, has seen a significant
uptick in cards given out com-
pared with last year but would
not provide details.

”There is no doubt that this is
a very promotional holiday sea-
son with lots of offers in the
marketplace,” Beem said. ”It’s
more generous than many. It’s
been very well received by our
customers.”

Shoppers say they are hap-
py to receive these bonus cards
to help stretch their dollars dur-
ing tough economic times. But
some consumers openly
acknowledge the incentives that
got them to shop in the first
place may go unused.

Mike Kelly of Medford
recently earned a $10 L.L. Bean
card after buying a pair of boots
for his girlfriend. He redeemed
that one and scored another
$10 during his shopping trip on
Saturday at the L.L. Bean store
in the Wayside Commons in
Burlington.

”It’s a good deal,” Kelly said.
”But I’m not sure I’ll use it. I’d
say there’s a 50/50 chance I’d
use it if I have to go back and
return something.”

Retail analysts say roughly

40 percent of gift cards do not
get redeemed, and that is part
of the appeal for merchants,
compared with marking down
merchandise. Shops are also
relying on consumers who do
use the gift cards to spend more
than the incentive offered.

The Oak Room restaurant at
Boston’s Fairmont Copley
Plaza is counting on this for a
recent promotion offering $75
worth of steakhouse cuisine for
just $35. The restaurant sold all
2,000 gift cards within hours
through an online discount site,
Groupon. Suzanne Wenz, a
spokeswoman for the Fairmont
Copley Plaza, said only one
card can be used per table and
the restaurant anticipates peo-
ple spending beyond the $75.
Moreover, it’s estimated that
about one-third of the certifi-
cates purchased through the
website are never redeemed.

”It provides a great value to
consumers, and for us it will
help to stimulate demand and
trial of the Oak Room in the
traditionally slower winter
months,” Wenz said.

But thrifty consumers are
being cautious, so it’s unclear
how much of a lift these gift
cards will provide for retailers
after Christmas. Nancy Weir of
Wrentham took the $10 Victo-
ria’s Secret card mailed to her
home and used it to get a pair
of underwear for free at a shop

in Foxborough’s Patriot Place.
She bought nothing else from
the lingerie chain.

Brian Riley, research director
of TowerGroup in Needham,
said the proliferation of gift-
card giveaways will undoubt-
edly leave many shoppers with
more cards than they know
what to do with. And con-
sumers looking for big sales and
lots of selection are likely to be
disappointed with the post-hol-
iday offers, because merchants
have significantly reduced their
inventory compared with last
year. Lisa O’Neill of Groton
has already collected gift card
giveaways from L.L. Bean and
teen retailer Delia’s this holi-
day season, and hopes to make
use of them after Christmas.
But there was one purchase she
didn’t want to wait for.

O’Neill had asked her par-
ents to buy a Pottery Barn gift
card for Christmas with Amer-
ican Express points they had
built up. But worried about the
selection and deals after the
holidays, O’Neill asked her par-
ents to open the Pottery Barn
gift card early so she could take
advantage of a free shipping
day and buy the chandelier
she’s been holding off on pur-
chasing for more than a year.

”It was an opportunity I
couldn’t resist,” O’Neill said.

n Jenn Abelson can be reached
at abelson(AT)globe.com.
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GN-976

MINISTRY OF NATIONAL SECURITY
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Signed:
Ellison Greenslade, QPM

Banking on a lift
from gift cards
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f &RQWURO�WUDIILF�ZLWKLQ�WKH�)DFLOLW\��FKHFNLQJ�IRU�YLRODWLRQV��DQG�HQIRUFLQJ�IXOO�FRPSOLDQFH�RI�FRPSDQ\�UXOHV�
DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�PRWRUL]HG�HTXLSPHQW������

([SHULHQFH�
([SHULHQFH�LQ�6HFXULW\��6DIHW\�DQG�)LUH�)LJKWLQJ�D�JRRG�DVVHW�EXW�QRW�PDQGDWRU\�� 7UDLQLQJ�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�
LQ�DOO�DUHDV�

-RE�5HTXLUHPHQWV�
f +LJK�6FKRRO��JUDGXDWH
f $JH������
f ([SHULHQFH�LQ�6HFXULW\��6DIHW\�DQG�)LUH�)LJKWLQJ�D�JRRG�DVVHW�EXW�QRW�PDQGDWRU\��7UDLQLQJ�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�
LQ�DOO�DUHDV�
f *RRG�9HUEDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV��PDQGDWRU\�
f *RRG�ZRUNLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�FRPSXWHU�VNLOOV�DQ�DVVHW
f 3UHSDUHG�WR�ZRUN����KRXU�VKLIW�F\FOH
f *RRG�SK\VLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ
f 3DVVLRQ�IRU�H[FHOOHQFH�DQG�WHDPZRUN��

5HSRUWLQJ�/LQH�
7KLV�SRVLWLRQ�UHSRUWV�WR�WKH�6DIHW\�DQG�6HFXULW\�6XSHULQWHQGHQW�

Applications should be submitted to the
SHEQ Manager

Bahamas Oil Refining Company International Limited
Dbs Vopak Terminal Bahamas

P. O. Box F-42435
Freeport, Grand Bahama, Bahamas
On or before December 31, 2009
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75% City Markets
dividend payout
sought by bank

seen almost $20 million in net
losses incurred over the last
three fiscal years, they never-
theless shed some interesting
light on the deal when it hap-
pened.

By far the most important
document is the July 14, 2006,
credit facilities offer sent to

BSL Holdings by Royal
Bank, in which it offers to
lend the company $26 million
- some $10 million in Bahami-
an dollars, with the remain-
ing $16 million in US curren-
cy. 

BSL Holdings was sup-
posed to make $433,333 in
quarterly principal payments
on the Royal Bank loan,
which was supposed to have

been fully repaid by July 31,
2008. 

That never happened due
to City Markets’ financial
woes, requiring the loan’s
restructuring, but the finan-
cial terms and conditions are
likely to interest the compa-
ny’s 22 per cent minority
investors, still smarting at
what has happened to their
company and the loss of reg-
ular quarterly and annual div-
idends.

The terms set by Royal
Bank included “ensuring that
Bahamas Supermarkets main-
tains a dividend payout policy
of not less than 75 per cent of
net income after taxes”. 

Sources close to BSL Hold-
ings yesterday said such a div-
idend payout level was not
above-normal, given that the
company under Winn-Dixie’s
stewardship frequently paid
out between 70-80 per cent of
per annum net income in div-
idends.

In the BSL Holdings con-
text, those dividend payments
were crucial, since they were
what the buyout group -
whose Bahamian sharehold-
ers include the hotel industry
pension funds, RoyalFidelity
Merchant Bank & Trust’s pri-
vate equity arm, Milo B. But-
ler & Sons and the Symon-
ette Group - was relying on
to finance repayment of the
Royal Bank loan.

In addition, BSL Holdings
could not incur capital expen-
diture or pay dividends on its
common or preference shares

without Royal Bank’s con-
sent. Furthermore, Bahamas
Supermarkets’ funded debt
and that of its subsidiaries
“shall not at any time exceed
$2.5 million”, while the com-
pany’s guarantees and con-
tingent liabilities were not to
exceed $750,000 at any one
time. In addition, BSL Hold-
ings was to “ensure that with-
in 90 days of each fiscal year
end, 66.67 per cent of the
excess cash flow [of BSL
Holdings] will be applied as
a permanent reduction of the
credit facility... until such time
as the amount repayable
under this facility is less than
$18 million”.

Excess cash flow, accord-
ing to Royal Bank’s offer
sheet, was defined as all free
cash flow following the deduc-
tion of BSL Holdings’ annual
operating expenses. This
amount was also to exceed
the scheduled principal and
interest payments to Royal
Bank, a “maximum of
$750,000 interest payable on
its subordinated debt, and a
maximum of $400,000 in pre-
ferred share dividends for the
fiscal period”.

Royal Bank also required
BSL Holdings to contribute
$20 million in preference
share and equity capital to the
purchase from Winn-Dixie,
and the latter pledged its
shares as collateral for the
loan, along with a $1 million
deposit placed at Royal Bank.

FROM page 1B

      



sive,” Dr Rodgers told Tri-
bune Business. “In Canada it
costs $15,000 per year, and in
the US anywhere from
$25,000-$50,000 per year to
pay for someone’s education.

“Without financial assis-
tance or a scholarship, that’s
beyond the realm of possibil-
ities for most families, espe-
cially if they’ve got three or
four children.”

Based on the per annum
education cost estimates, Dr
Rodgers said it cost Bahamian
families anywhere between
$100,000 to $250,000 in total
to put a child through a four-
year US university degree
course, and $60,000 for the
Canadian equivalent.

“If we had a university here
that would save many people
so much money, and afford
the children an opportunity
to have an education here,”
Dr Rodgers told Tribune
Business.

He was speaking in the
wake of Dr Janyne Hodder’s
resignation as COB, in which
she announced she was step-
ping down to spend more
time with her family. Howev-
er, Dr Rodgers, like others,
is concerned that one factor
behind her decision may have
been that the Government
has either slowed down, or
decided not to push ahead for
the moment, with taking
COB towards full university
status.

He cited one of Mrs Hod-
der’s recent addresses, in
which she said only about 14-
15 per cent of Bahamian high
school graduates went on to
university/tertiary education,
as an example of the potential
dangers ahead for both this

nation’s economy and society.
Noting that Mrs Hodder

had said this level of progres-
sion to tertiary education was
only above that of sub-Saha-
ran Africa, Dr Rodgers said:
“This is a critical problem,
because if less than 15 per
cent of your children are
going to university, your
country will never develop.

“In the developed world,
on average between 45-60 per
cent go to university/college,
so we have one-half to one-
third of that number going on.
There’s a direct correlation
between the GDP of a coun-
try and the level of education
in a country.”

Pointing to Ralph Massey’s
work on the Bahamian edu-
cation system, Dr Rodgers
said the Trends in Mathemat-
ics and Science Study
(TIMMS) that it employed
showed that countries in Asia,
such as South Korea, Singa-
pore and Hong Kong, had
generated the best educa-
tional results in maths and sci-
ence. And, in turn, all had rel-
atively high GDP levels.

“If we do not move on to
university status in the
Bahamas, it will have a pro-
found effect on education
standards and levels, and the

level of GDP growth down
the road,” Dr Rodgers said.
“There’s also a direct corre-
lation between the level of
GDP growth and technology
down the road.”

Moving COB to eventual
university status, Dr Rodgers
argued, was “the only way”
to boost Bahamian tertiary
education and economic
growth in this nation long-
term.

“Most of our GDP is
dependent on tourism and
banking, and most of the prof-
its from that are expatriated
every year, mostly to the US
and Canada,” Dr Rodgers
added.

The doctor, who has a

financial interest in the Omni
Financial Services money
transfer business and the
Mango card company, said
that while the Government
and financial sector regula-
tors had introduced all kinds
of laws to regulate money
transmission/remittance firms,
payment systems, and to com-
bat money laundering/terror
financing, other “more fun-
damental” legislation had
been ignored.

While the laws that had
been introduced were “good -
it needs to happen”, Dr
Rodgers explained: “We still
don’t have the two most fun-
damental and basic laws for
a sound economy and fair

play.  There’s no Truth and
Lending Act, and because of
that the banks do not have to
quote the effective interest
rate/lending rates to us.

“There’s no antitrust laws,
which means monopolies are

allowed to exist. We need to
have some of these basic laws.
It’s all well and good to enact
these other laws - they’re
needed - but we need these
basic laws.”
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52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Securit y Previous Close Today's Close Change Daily Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield
1.71 1.03 AML Foods Limited 1.17 1.17 0.00 0.127 0.000 9.2 0.00%
11.80 9.90 Bahamas Property Fund 10.74 10.74 0.00 0.992 0.200 10.8 1.86%
9.30 5.90 Bank of Bahamas 5.90 5.90 0.00 0.244 0.260 24.2 4.41%
0.89 0.63 Benchmark 0.63 0.63 0.00 -0.877 0.000 N/M 0.00%
3.49 3.15 Bahamas Waste 3.15 3.15 0.00 0.125 0.090 25.2 2.86%
2.37 2.14 Fidelity Bank 2.37 2.37 0.00 0.055 0.040 43.1 1.69%
14.04 9.92 Cable Bahamas 9.98 9.98 0.00 1.406 0.250 7.1 2.51%
2.88 2.72 Colina Holdings 2.72 2.72 0.00 5,762 0.249 0.040 10.9 1.47%
7.19 5.26 Commonwealth Bank (S1) 6.76 6.76 0.00 0.419 0.300 16.1 4.44%
3.85 1.27 Consolidated Water BDRs 2.67 2.67 0.00 0.111 0.052 24.1 1.95%
2.85 1.32 Doctor's Hospital 2.55 2.55 0.00 0.625 0.080 4.1 3.14%
8.20 6.28 Famguard 6.49 6.49 0.00 0.420 0.240 15.5 3.70%
11.87 8.80 Finco 9.28 9.28 0.00 0.322 0.520 28.8 5.60%
11.71 9.86 FirstCaribbean Bank 9.99 9.99 0.00 0.631 0.350 15.8 3.50%
5.53 4.11 Focol (S) 4.75 4.77 0.02 2,250 0.326 0.150 14.6 3.14%
1.00 1.00 Focol Class B Preference 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.000 0.000 N/M 0.00%
0.45 0.27 Freeport Concrete 0.27 0.27 0.00 0.035 0.000 7.7 0.00%
9.02 5.49 ICD Utilities 5.59 5.59 0.00 0.407 0.500 13.7 8.94%
12.00 9.95 J. S. Johnson 9.95 9.95 0.00 0.952 0.640 10.5 6.43%
10.00 10.00 Premier Real Estate 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.156 0.000 64.1 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Security Symbol Last Sale Change Daily Vol.
1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 17 (Series A) + FBB17 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 22 (Series B) + FBB22 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 13 (Series C) + FBB13 100.00 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 Fidelity Bank Note 15 (Series D) + FBB15 100.00 0.00

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Symbol Bid $ Ask $ Last Price Weekly Vol. EPS $ Div $ P/E Yield

FINDEX: CLOSE 000.00 | YTD 00.00% | 2008 -12.31%

BISX LISTED & TRADED SECURITIES AS OF:

Fidelity Over-The-Counter Securities

30 May 2013

29 May 2015

WWW.BISXBAHAMAS.COM | TELEPHONE:242-323-2330 | FACSIMILE: 242-323-2320

19 October 2022

Prime + 1.75%

Prime + 1.75%

7%

TUESDAY, 22 DECEMBER 2009
BISX ALL SHARE INDEX: CLOSE 1,553.05 | CHG 0.35 | %CHG 0.02 | YTD -159.31 | YTD % -9.30

BISX LISTED DEBT SECURITIES - (Bonds trade on a Percentage Pricing b ases)
Maturity

19 October 20177%
Interest

14.60 7.92 Bahamas Supermarkets 10.06 11.06 14.00 -2.246 0.000 N/M 0.00%
8.00 6.00 Caribbean Crossings (Pref) 2.00 6.25 4.00 0.000 0.480 N/M 7.80%
0.54 0.20 RND Holdings 0.35 0.40 0.35 0.001 0.000 256.6 0.00%

41.00 29.00 ABDAB 30.13 31.59 29.00 4.540 0.000 9.03 0.00%
0.55 0.40 RND Holdings 0.45 0.55 0.55 0.002 0.000 261.90 0.00%

52wk-Hi 52wk-Low Fund Name NAV YTD% Last 12 Months Div $ Yield %
1.4160 1.3419 CFAL Bond Fund 1.4160 4.62 5.53
3.0351 2.8266 CFAL MSI Preferred Fund 2.8552 -2.88 -3.92
1.5050 1.4294 CFAL Money Market Fund 1.5048 4.96 5.19
3.3856 2.9343 Royal Fidelity Bahamas G & I Fund 2.9618 -12.52 -15.21
13.2400 12.5597 Royal Fidelity Prime Income Fund 13.2400 4.93 5.90
103.0956 100.0000 CFAL Global Bond Fund 103.0956 3.10 2.52
100.0000 99.4177 CFAL Global Equity Fund 99.4177 3.12 2.76
1.0804 1.0000 FG Financial Preferred Income Fund 1.0804 4.32 5.26
1.0364 1.0000 FG Financial Growth Fund 1.0269 -0.59 -0.19
1.0742 1.0000 FG Financial Diversified Fund 1.0742 3.56 4.42
9.4740 9.0775 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund 

Principal Protected TIGRS, Series 1
9.4740 4.17 4.18

10.6301 10.0000 Royal Fidelity Bah Int'l Investment Fund 
Principal Protected TIGRS, Series 2

10.6301 6.30 6.30

7.4613 4.8105 Royal Fidelity Int'l Fund - Equities Sub Fund 7.4613 35.40 29.64

 BISX ALL SHARE INDEX  - 19 Dec 02 = 1,000.00 YIELD - last 12 month dividends divided by closing price

 52wk-Hi  - Highest closing price in last 52 weeks Bid $  - Buying price of Colina and Fidelity

 52wk-Low  - Lowest closing price in last 52 weeks Ask $  - Selling price of Colina and fidelity

 Previous Close  - Previous day's weighted price for daily volume Last Price  - Last traded over-the-counter price

 Today's Close  - Current day's weighted price for daily volume Weekly Vol.  - Trading volume of the prior week

 Change  - Change in closing price from day to day EPS $ - A company's reported earnings per share for the last 12 mths

 Daily Vol.  - Number of total shares traded today NAV - Net Asset Value

 DIV $ - Dividends per share paid in the last 12 months N/M - Not Meaningful

 P/E - Closing price divided by the last 12 month earnings FINDEX - The Fidelity Bahamas Stock Index. January 1, 1994 = 100

(S) - 4-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 8/8/2007

(S1) - 3-for-1 Stock Split - Effective Date 7/11/2007

31-Oct-09

31-Oct-09

TO TRADE CALL: CFAL 242-502-7010 | ROYALFIDELITY 242-356-7764 | FG CAPITAL MARKETS 242-396-4000 | COLONIAL 242-502-7525

31-Oct-09

30-Sep-09

30-Nov-09
11-Dec-09
31-Oct-09

MARKET TERMS

Colina Over-The-Counter Securities

BISX Listed Mutual Funds

31-Oct-09

30-Sep-09

31-Oct-09

NAV Date

31-Oct-09
31-Oct-09

31-Oct-09

127,&(� LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ� WKDW�*(25*(�$��0,/$726 RI :(67�
%$< 675((7��3�2�%2;�1������1DVVDX��%DKDPDV LV�DSSO\LQJ�
WR WKH� 0LQLVWHU� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� 1DWLRQDOLW\� DQG� &LWL]HQVKLS�� IRU�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ�DV�D�FLWL]HQ�RI�7KH�%DKDPDV��DQG�WKDW�
DQ\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�NQRZV�DQ\�UHDVRQ�ZK\�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ�
VKRXOG� QRW� EH� JUDQWHG�� VKRXOG� VHQG� D� ZULWWHQ� DQG� VLJQHG�
VWDWHPHQW�RI�WKH�IDFWV�ZLWKLQ�WZHQW\�HLJKW�GD\V�IURP�WKH���WK�GD\�
RI 'HFHPEHU�������WR�WKH�0LQLVWHU�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�QDWLRQDOLW\�DQG�
&LWL]HQVKLS��3�2��%R[�1�������1DVVDX��%DKDPDV�

‘Profound effect’ on GDP growth if no COB move to university
FROM page1B

“This is a critical
problem, because
if less than 15 per
cent of your chil-
dren are going to
university, your
country will nev-
er develop.”

Dr. Jonathan Rodgers
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BAHAMAS WASTE LIMITED

Unaudited Interim Condensed Financial Statements
Nine months ended September 30, 2009

Bahamas Waste Limited

Condensed Interim Statement of Comprehensive Income 
and Retained Earnings (unaudited)

Nine months

ended September 30

2009 2008

Sales and services rendered $ 5,775,521 $ 5,824,753
Cost of sales and direct expenses 3,645,918 4,161,811

Gross profit 2,129,603 1,662,942

Expenses

Operating 1,456,072 1,361,565
Interest and bank charges 22,860 27,295

Total operating expenses 1,478,932 1,388,860

Net income from operations 650,671 274,082

Retained earnings at beginning of period 5,615,863 5,287,237

6,266,534 5,561,319
Dividends (210,000) -

Retained earnings at end of period $ 6,056,534 $ 5,561,319

Earnings per share $ 0.15 $ 0.06

See accompanying notes to unaudited interim condensed financial statements.

Bahamas Waste Limited

Interim Condensed Balance Sheet (unaudited)

September 30 December 31

2009 2008

Assets

Current assets

Cash $ 306,537 $ 160,456
Accounts receivable, net 1,597,403 1,496,303
Inventory 374,243 304,064
Prepaid expenses other receivables 98,938 77,835
Deposits 12,900 12,900

Total current assets 2,390,021 2,051,558

Non-current assets

Investment in associate 143,248 143,248
Property, plant and equipment, net 7,317,770 7,391,968

Total non-current assets 7,461,018 7,535,216

Total assets $ 9,851,039 $ 9,586,774

Liabilities and shareholders’ equity

Liabilities

Current liabilities

Bank overdraft $ - $ 17,802
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 349,179 397,783
Note payable (note 5) 111,893 98,384

Total current liabilities 461,072 513,969

Non-current liabilities

Security deposits 411,030 407,889
Note payable (note 5) 128,290 254,940

Total non-current liabilities 539,320 662,829

Total liabilities 1,000,392 1,176,798

Shareholders’ equity

Share capital 42,000 42,000
Contributed surplus 2,752,113 2,752,113
Retained earnings 6,056,534 5,615,863

Total shareholders’ equity 8,850,647 8,409,976

Total liabilities and shareholders’ equity $ 9,851,039 $ 9,586,774

See accompanying notes to unaudited interim condensed financial statements. 

Bahamas Waste Limited

Condensed Interim Statement of Cash Flows (unaudited)

Nine months

ended September 30

2009 2008

Cash flows from operating activities

Net income $ 650,671 $ 274,082
Adjustments to net income for items not involving use of cash:

Depreciation 920,059 930,582
Bad debts expense 31,190 -

1,601,920 1,204,664

Change in non-cash working capital items
Increase in accounts receivable (132,290) (292,863)
Increase in inventory (70,179) (61,717)
Increase in prepaid expenses and other receivables (21,103) -
(Decrease) Increase in accounts payable and accrued

liabilities (48,604) 31,647
Increase in security deposits 3,141 29,978

Net cash flow provided by operating activities 1,332,885 911,709

Cash flows from investing activities

Purchase of property, plant and equipment (845,861) (1,257,810)
Investment in associate - (36,603)

Net cash flow used in investing activities (845,861) (1,294,413)

Cash flows from financing activities

Dividends paid (210,000) -
Proceeds from note payable
Payment of note payable

-
(113,141)

400,000
(23,134)

Net cash flow from financing activities (323,141) 376,866

Net increase in cash 163,883 (5,838)
Cash at beginning of the period 142,654 (191,960)

Cash at end of the period $ 306,537 $ (197,798)

See accompanying notes to unaudited interim condensed financial statements.

Bahamas Waste Limited

Notes to Unaudited Interim Condensed Financial Statements

September 30, 2009

1.  Corporate Information

Bahamas Waste Limited (“BWL” or the “Company”) was incorporated under the laws of the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas on August 18, 1987 under the name of Bahamas Waste Systems
Limited. On December 7, 1999, the Company changed its name to Bahamas Waste Limited. The
Company is engaged in the business of solid and medical waste collection and disposal, including
the sale, installation, rental and maintenance of waste compactors and containers. The Company
has publicly traded shares which are registered on the Bahamas International Stock Exchange. The
latest audited accounts of the BWL were prepared on December 31, 2008.

The quarter ends of BWL fall on March 31, June 30 and September 30, with the year end of the
Company being December 31.

The condensed interim financial statements for the nine months ended September 30, 2009 were
authorized for issue by the directors on December 18, 2009.

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Basis of preparation

These condensed interim financial statements for the nine months ended September 30, 3009 have
been prepared in accordance with International Accounting Standard 34 Interim Financial
Reporting. 

The condensed interim financial statements do not include all of the information and disclosures
required in the annual financial statements, and should be read in conjunction with the December
31, 2008 audited financial statements.

The accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the interim condensed financial statements are
consistent with those followed in the preparation of the Company’s annual financial statements for
the year ended December 31, 2008, except for the adoption of certain new standards, interpretations
and amendments to existing standards that have been published that are mandatory for the
Company’s accounting periods beginning on or after January 1, 2009 or later periods, noted below.
Adoption of these Standards and Interpretations did not have any effect on the financial position or
performance of the Company.

Basis of preparation (continued)

• IAS 1 Presentation of Financial Statements (Revised)
• IAS 23 Borrowing Costs (Revised)
• IAS 32 Financial Instruments Presentation (Revised)
• IFRS 2 Share Based Payments (Revised)
• IFRS 7 Amendments, Improving Disclosures about Financial Instruments
• IFRS 8 Operating Segments

Additionally, in May 2008, the International Accounting Standards Board issued
“Improvements to IFRSs”, as part of its annual improvements project, and a vehicle for 
making non-urgent but necessary amendments to various IFRSs. These amendments
primarily become effective for annual periods beginning on or after January 1, 2009. The
following table shows the IFRSs and topics addressed by these amendments. Management
believes that the adoption of the amendments do not have significant impact to the financial 
statements.

Future changes in accounting policies

• IAS 27 Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements (Revised)
• IAS 28 Investment in Associate (Revised)
• IAS 31 Interest in Joint Ventures (Revised)
• IAS 39 Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement (Revised)
• IFRS 3 Business Combinations (Revised)
• IFRIC 9/IAS 39 Amendments on Embedded Derivatives
• IFRIC 15 Agreements for the Construction of Real Estate
• IFRIC 16 Hedges of a Net Investment in Foreign Operation
• IFRIC 17 Distributions of Non-Cash Assets to Owners
• IFRIC 18 Transfers of Assets from Customers

In April 2009, the International Accounting Standards Board issued “Improvements to
IFRSs”, as part of its annual improvements project, and a vehicle for making non-urgent but
necessary amendments to various IFRSs. These amendments primarily become effective for 
annual periods beginning on or after July 1, 2009 and January 1, 2010. The following table
shows the IFRSs and topics addressed by these amendments. Management has decided not
to early adopt the amendments and does not expect their application to have a significant 

3.  Earnings per Share

Earnings per share were calculated based on the shares outstanding at the end of the period, which
approximated average shares outstanding during the period.

2009 2008

Shares outstanding at September 30 4,200,000 4,200,000

4.  Related Party Transactions

During the quarter, BWL entered into transactions with related parties. All transactions were
conducted at arms length and no significant obligations to the related parties at September 30, 2009
have been disclosed.

5.  Note Payable

On June 1, 2008, the Company entered in agreement to purchase property adjacent to its existing
location for $500,000. Pursuant to that agreement, the Company has paid the vendor $100,000 and
entered into a $400,000 promissory note agreement with Davandon Holdings Limited. The term of
the note is five years with an interest rate of 7% per annum. The principals of Davandon Holdings
Limited are also the majority shareholders of the Company. As at September 30, 2009, the
outstanding balance amounted to $240,183 (December 31, 2008: $353,324).

6.  Commitments and Contingencies

The Company guarantees its compactors for a 60-day period from the date of purchase. The
Company is reimbursed by the manufacturer for any claims paid under such guarantees.

the ability of other companies to enter the
wholesale international data services trans-
mission market as further reasons why Cable
Bahamas should not be subjected to the pro-
posed SMP obligations.

Apart from Cable Bahamas/Caribbean
Crossings’ 1,100 kilometre Bahamas Internet
Cable System (BICS), international data and
Internet connectivity from this nation was also
provided by the 8,600 kilometre ARCOS-1
submarine cable, linking the Bahamas and
other Caribbean islands with the US. Further
connectivity was provided by the BahamasII
cable, built in 1997 and owned by a combina-
tion of BTC, AT&T and Verizon.

Analysys Mason said Cable
Bahamas/Caribbean Crossings used less than
25 per cent of the available capacity on the
BICS system, and provided retail leased lines
and capacity to its Bahamian corporate clients,
other Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and
overseas operators wishing to connect with

their client subsidiaries.
Pointing out that Cable Bahamas had

already leased a one fibre pair IRU to fellow
Bahamian telecoms operator, Systems
Resource Group (SRG), the consultants said:
“We understand that SRG currently uses a
small portion of its available international
capacity to carry international voice traffic,
and currently interconnects with Sprint and
is collocated at Cable Bahamas/Caribbean
Crossings landing station in Boca Raton, Flori-
da.

“Given that it currently has access to large
capacity, SRG could provide wholesale inter-
national capacity to other Bahamian ISPs at
any time.”

With IP Solutions International, which has
been granted a licence as a Triple Play
provider, also finalising an agreement with
Columbus Communications to lease capacity
on the ARCOS network, Analysys Mason

argued there was an abundance of competitive
options available to Bahamian ISPs when it
came to seeking international Internet con-
nectivity. As for pricing, the consultants said
BTC’s prices were lower than Caribbean
Crossings’ for low-capacity circuits of less than
Megabit per second. Its wholesale prices stood
at $2,131 and $2,776 for 384kpbs and 512 kpbs
of bandwidth respectively, compared to $3,635
and $4,076 for Caribbean Crossings.

“This is the result of a gradual price decline
from BTC over the last two years, from
$6,000/T1 down to $4,900/T1 on the retail mar-
ket in one year,” Analysys Mason said. 

“At the same time, Cable
Bahamas/Caribbean Crossings had not adjust-
ed its pricing as it was able to provide a better
quality of services than BTC. Cable
Bahamas/Caribbean Crossings was partially
successful due to the fact that BTC did not
use its financial and economic power to com-

pete effectively, whether for strategic or oper-
ational reasons.”

While Cable Bahamas had been “able to
retain customers who were prepared to pay a
premium to benefit from this higher quality of
service”, Analysys Mason added: “The market
situation is changing quickly, however.

“Combined with its price decline to increase
its market share, BTC is also making an effort
to improve service levels, as shown by an
improvement in its interaction and technical
responses to Caribbean Crossings/Cable
Bahamas. In this context of increased com-
petitive pressure from BTC, we understand
that Cable Bahamas/Caribbean Crossings are
currently working through a marketing/sales
strategy in order to increase, in turn, the attrac-
tiveness of their own international capacity
offers.”

The intensifying competition, the consul-
tants added, had brought wholesale prices for
international data transmission capacity down
to “a level comparable with neighbouring
islands” in one year.

FROM page 1B Proposed controls on Cable’s data entity ‘unjustified’
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DESMOND BUTLER,
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON 

U.S. business executives say they told North
Korean leaders during a visit to Pyongyang last
week that they must give up their nuclear ambi-
tions if they want foreign investment in the iso-
lated country, according to Associated Press.

The rare unofficial trip by independent U.S.
business leaders came at the invitation of the
North Korean government. The delegation was
led by retired U.S. 

Air Force General Charles Boyd, the presi-
dent of Business Executives for National Security.
It included former American International Group
CEO Maurice "Hank" Greenberg and Ross Per-
ot Jr., chairman of Perot Systems Corp. and son
of the former U.S. presidential candidate.

The group met with the head of the North
Korean parliament and other officials.

Boyd said in a conference call Tuesday that
North Korean officials rejected the business del-
egation's message.

"They were not at all pleased that we were
drawing the direct connection between poten-
tial economic engagement with the rest of the
world and the resolution of the nuclear issue," he
said. The Dec. 14-17 visit came as the Obama
administration is trying to step up engagement
with North Korea. The delegation of business
executives arrived just days after a three-day trip
to North Korea by U.S. Special Envoy Stephen
Bosworth. That trip marked the Obama admin-
istration's first high-level talks with North Korea.

Bosworth took a letter from U.S. President
Barack Obama to Pyongyang in an attempt to
bring North Korea back to six-nation talks aimed
at its nuclear disarmament.

Both Washington and Pyongyang agreed dur-
ing Bosworth's trip on the need to resume nego-
tiations, but North Korea made no firm com-
mitment about when it would rejoin them.

The negotiations, which began in late 2003,
also include China, Japan, Russia and South
Korea. They are aimed at getting North Korea to
dismantle its nuclear programs in exchange for
economic aid and political concessions.

US executives
deliver message
to North Korea

(AP Photo/Korean Central News Agency via Korea News Service) 
IN THIS PHOTO RELEASED by Korean Central News Agency via Korea News Service in Tokyo, U.S. Pres-
ident Barack Obama's special envoy for North Korea, Stephen Bosworth, is welcomed by an unidentified
North Korean official, right, upon arrival at Pyongyang airport, North Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2009. Bosworth
began a rare trip to North Korea Tuesday for the highest-level talks with the communist nation in more than
a year as a senior U.S. official warned of strong sanctions against Pyongyang unless it rejoins international
nuclear talks.
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See page three
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A twist on a 
Christmas favourite
See page eight

The Tribune SECTION C •

By JEFFARAH GIBSON

FOR the extremely last-
minute Christmas shoppers
who are still searching for
that perfect and unique
gift, artwork may be the
way to go this year.

And with the art studio sale by local
artist Eric Ellis, persons have the oppor-
tunity to purchase a gift that embodies
thoughtfulness and love.

The art sale encompasses work by the
artist spanning a period of over four
years and features a number of expres-
sionist pieces.

Mr Ellis spoke with Tribune Art about
his reason for the art sale.

“I have been wanting to do an exhibi-

tion for a while now, but I didn’t get the
chance to do one right away. So I decid-
ed to put on a studio sale because I have
tons and tons of paintings I need to get
out of my hands,” he said.

His last exhibition took place in
December 2008, and since then he has
been hard at work completing a whole
array of cultural pieces.

Mr Ellis’ artwork focuses on a few
main themes and makes use of a lot of
island imagery.

“Its really just a mixture of junkanoo
pieces, some paintings that are religious
in nature, and a variety of island
imagery,” he said.

The paintings celebrate Bahamian cul-
ture with overlapping shapes, simplistic
graphic shapes and vibrant colourful
island images.

One of the paintings depicts a Bahami-
an woman with a basket of fruits, which

the artist said makes a strong statement
about the island and its people.   

“There are a lot of paintings to choose
from since there are over 30 pieces up for
sale,” Mr Ellis said. 

Dionne Smith, partner of Mr Ellis’,
said that the art sale kicked off last week
and they have already received atten-
tion from a number of persons.

“We started last week and even
though we have not sold any of the paint-
ings as yet, we have been getting calls
from a few persons who seem very inter-
ested in the work,” she told Tribune Art.

Persons who are interested in pur-
chasing Mr Ellis’ work can do so by set-
ting up a private viewing at the studio
with Mrs Smith.

“They can either give me a call, then
we can set up a time where they can view
the pieces and make purchases,” she
said.

And those who prefer to shop from
home can do so via e-mail.

“I can e-mail them pictures of the art-
work and they can make selections from
the comfort of their homes, and the only
thing they have to do is pick up the paint-
ing,” she said.  

Mrs Smith said art lovers don’t have to
worry about the sale ending anytime
soon.

“As long as there are paintings there
will be a sale,” she said.

Persons who don’t get a chance to pur-
chase a piece of Mr Ellis’ art before
Christmas can always do so after the hol-
idays.

The artwork has now also been dis-
counted - paintings are up to 75 per cent
off during the art studio Christmas clear-
ance special.

Mr Ellis has been an artist since he
was in high school, competing in a num-
ber of art shows where he ranked first
and second the majority of times.

His work is on display at the Central
Bank of the Bahamas, Atlantis and at
the National Art Gallery.

Art collectors and artists alike are fans
of his work.

Dionisio D’Aguilar, the late Brent
Malone, Don Davies, Stan and Jackson
Burnside have all been supporters of the
established artist’s paintings.

Those interested in viewing or pur-
chasing Mr Ellis’ artwork can contact
Dionne Smith at 377-0241. 

Gifts of art
Local artist

Eric Ellis
offers his 

artwork as
alternatives

for Christmas
gifts this year

          



COMPLIMENTS and
congratulations came
pouring in after St
Andrew’s School success-
ful performance of the
musical ‘Oliver’ by Lionel
Bart earlier this month. 

A large cast of approximately
75 talented primary and sec-
ondary students used a combina-
tion of drama, music and dance
to bring the story of the orphan
Oliver Twist to the stage of the
school’s auditorium. 

The energy, enthusiasm and
confidence of the performers
resulted in a show which garnered
rave reviews from the audience
members.

Head of Secondary School,
Frank Coyle, told the audience
and cast that “schools that invest
time and resources to the creative
arts and productions like ‘Oliver’
have improved school morale in
both students and staff. 

“I am very pleased and proud of
the magnitude of student and staff
involvement, a school with low
morale would not be able to
muster the enthusiasm, expertise
and good will of staff and students
to put on a major production such

as this,” he said.
Apart from the cast, 70 sec-

ondary school students and many
staff members helped behind the
scenes. There was also much sup-
port from the school community
throughout the rehearsal process
and on the nights of the perfor-
mances. 

“Sensational work was done by
Mrs Knowles and Ms Peterson, as
well as the production’s director,
Ms Leadbetter,” the school said.

St Andrew’s also wished to
extend thanks to the production’s
sponsors who included: Bonnie
Davis; Yolande Donaldson; Lyn-
don Johnson; Elspeth Johnson,
and Greenleaf Design Ltd.

An anonymous year nine stu-
dent has also been motivated by
the success of this production, and
asked that instead of presents at a
recent birthday, that she be given
money which is to be donated to
the St Andrew’s School drama
department so that lighting and
sound equipment can be pur-
chased for future productions.

Persons wanting to make simi-
lar donations can contact 

Nicole Treco, development offi-
cer of the St. Andrew’s School
Foundation.

The St Andrew's School Foun-

dation is a non-profit company
set up in 2002 to serve as a major
support vehicle for St Andrew's
School, a private internationally-
accredited school in the eastern

district of New Providence. The
Foundation has set up major
‘endowment funds’, the goals of
which are to build new facilities,
renovate and upgrade existing

facilities, generate funds for teach-
ers' professional development,
and provide financial assistance
and scholarships for students in
need.
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St Andrew’s students leave the audience wanting more

CAST members of the St Andrew’s School production of ‘Oliver’

         



By JEFFARAH GIBSON

IN 1926, ‘the Great Nassau Hurricane’,
and ‘the Great Miami Hurricane’ killed
over 500 Bahamians and caused extensive
destruction throughout the chain of islands.

A new book, ‘The Great Bahamian Hur-
ricanes of 1926’, aims to tell the story of
these “forgotten” victims and the danger
hurricanes continue to pose to this island
nation.

Written by veteran meteorologist and
international speaker on hurricanes Wayne
Neely, the book gives a detailed account of
the violent hurricanes that took place over
80 years ago.

Through vivid retellings and personal
stories, readers get a true picture of the
actual events.

Mr Neely spoke with Tribune Enter-
tainment, explaining what the book is
about.

“ ‘The Great Bahamian Hurricane of
1926’ provides the perfect introduction
into the complexities and dynamics of hur-
ricanes. It focuses on how they develop,
what causes them to be so powerful, the
history behind them and how the hurri-
canes affect us all,” he said.

Because the Bahamas’ geographical
location makes it susceptible to hurricanes
it has attracted some of the most devas-
tating storms in past years. 

Mr Neely said that his book holds vital
information and acts as reminder of how
dangerous hurricanes are.

“It highlights historical and very devas-
tating Bahamian hurricanes which occurred
in 1926. As a result of the record-breaking
hurricane seasons in the past ten years and
the impact these hurricanes have inflicted
on us here in the Bahamas and the region
as a whole, it is a very timely book,” he
said. Information printed about these cat-
astrophes in history books today doesn’t
even scrape the surface, Mr Neely said. 

But what other history books have left
out on the topic of the hurricanes of 1926,
this book makes up for.

“The first hurricane, called ‘the Great
Nassau Hurricane’ in 1926, struck the
Bahamas on July 25 and caused massive
destruction throughout the islands. The
next powerful hurricane, called ‘the Great
Miami Hurricane of 1926’, occurred late
September and also did significant damage
to the Bahamas. From July to October
these hurricanes in 1926 were responsible
for well over 500 deaths in this country
alone.

“In one day, over 268 persons died from
only one of these storms, but yet Bahami-
an history books and society seemed to
have forgotten about these storm victims,
and I felt it was my job to see to it that
these victims are remembered for future
generations,” he said.

Persons like Sir Clifford Darling who
lost five uncles in the storm, Viola Collie
who lost two sisters, the late Conrad
Knowles, Henry Pratt, and August Van
Ryn, who lost a baby girl, told Mr Neely
their personal experiences of how they
weathered the storm.

The Commissioner of Abaco at the time
also told of his experience, of how he got
caught in the hurricane in Marsh Harbour
and had to cling to tree branches for sur-
vival for the duration of the storm.

In 1926, the sponging industry was the
very “bread and butter” of our nation, Mr
Neely writes.

And when these storms passed through
the Bahamas, the entire economy was

brought to a standstill, homes were
destroyed and the people were left dev-
astated.

“Over 90 per cent of the houses in Exu-
ma were destroyed and the majority of the
houses on most of the Family Islands by
the end of the 1926 hurricane season were
totally wiped out by these hurricanes,” he
said. Mr Neely said he aims to increase
awareness about hurricanes. He also warns
Bahamians not to grow complacent simply
because the Bahamas was not been hit by
a major hurricane in the past few seasons.

“As Bahamians we tend to take things
for granted, and just because we did not
have a hurricane in a while does not mean
that we must not be prepared for when
one comes. Remember hurricanes can
cause grave damage and it’s better to be
safe than sorry,” Mr Neely said.

This book is Mr Neely’s latest project.
He has written three other books on the
topic of storms entitled ‘The Great Hurri-
canes of 1929’, ‘The Major Hurricanes to
Affect the Bahamas’ and ‘Rediscovering
Hurricanes’.

Each of the books are being used by
public and private schools for  research. 

“The teachers at the various schools
allow their students to use my book when
they have assignments and projects on hur-
ricanes,” he said.

For persons interested in obtaining a
copy of the book, you can visit Island Mer-
chants (any location), Logos Bookstore,
Cole Thompson’s Pharmacy downtown,
Bahamian Delights, Bahama Divers, and
the Chapter One Bookstore.
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“THE GREAT BAHAMIAN 
HURRICANES OF 1926’

“In one day, over 268 persons died from only one of
these storms, but yet Bahamian history books and
society seemed to have forgotten about these storm
victims...” – WAYNE NEELY

        



C M
Y K

C M
Y K

ARTS

THE TRIBUNE                                                                                                                                   WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2009, PAGE 7C

TO DISCUSS STORIES ON THIS PAGE LOG ON TO WWW.TRIBUNE242.COM

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

/HJDO�1RWLFH

127,&(

�,Q�9ROXQWDU\�/LTXLGDWLRQ�

1RWLFH� LV� KHUHE\� JLYHQ� WKDW� WKH� DERYH�QDPHG�

&RPSDQ\�LV�LQ�GLVVROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�

WKH���QG�GD\�RI�'HFHPEHU ������7KH�/LTXLGDWRU�

LV��$UJRVD�&RUS��,QF���3��2��%R[�1������1DVVDX��

%DKDPDV�

$5*26$�&253��,1&�
�/LTXLGDWRU�

RECIPE FOR FRUITCAKE COOKIES
(submitted to allrecipes.com)

Ingredients

• 1 cup butter
• 2 cups packed light brown sugar
• 4 eggs
• 1 pound golden raisins
• 1 pound raisins
• 1/2 pound red candied cherries
• 1/2 pound red candied pineapple
• 1/2 pound green candied cherries
• 1/2 pound green candied pineapple
• 1 cup bourbon
• 2 tablespoons milk
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
• 3 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 pound walnut halves
• 1 pound pecan halves

Directions

1. In a medium bowl, dredge candied fruit and raisins in 1 cup
flour.
2. In a large bowl, cream together brown sugar and butter. Beat in
eggs. Gradually beat in bourbon and milk. Mix in remaining flour
and spices. Stir in fruit and nuts. Refrigerate overnight.
3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Drop dough by
teaspoonfuls, about 2 inches apart, onto ungreased cookie sheets.
4. Bake for approximately 15 minutes. Remove from oven, and
cool on wire racks.

FRUITCAKE is an old Christmas tradition, and
while the practice of baking cakes with dried
fruits and nuts can be traced back to ancient

Roman times, the version of the holiday dessert as
known today probably originated in the medieval times.

According to the Oxford Companion to Food by
Alan Davidson, the fruitcake “cannot date back much
beyond the Middle Ages.” 

“It was only in the 13th century that dried fruits
began to arrive in Britain, from Portugal and the east
Mediterranean. Lightly fruited breads were probably
more common than anything resembling the modern
fruit cake during the Middle Ages,” Mr Davidson
states. 

“Early versions of the rich fruit cake, such as Scot-
tish Black Bun dating from the Middle Ages, were lux-
uries for special occasions. Fruit cakes have been used
for celebrations since at least the early 18th century
when bride cakes and plumb cakes, descended from
enriched bread recipes, became cookery standards.”

A brief history of fruitcake
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By JEFFARAH GIBSON

MADE like the tradi-
tional fruitcake,
with regular

mixed fruit, nuts, and other
delicious ingredients, fruit-
cake cookies put a spin on
the traditional holiday
dessert which can be eaten
to finish off the perfect
Christmas dinner or as a
snack in between.

This is something new to intro-
duce to your family and friends, and
the best thing about the treat is that
it can be made in a matter of min-
utes, Lady Ingrid Darling told Tri-
bune Taste.

Lady Ingrid, a published author
of a book on the culinary delights of
Bahamian culture, explained that
fruitcake cookies are among the
many baked goods she has experi-
mented with.

“I have been experimenting with
fruitcake, I was just substituting one
ingredient for the next because I
wanted to try something a little dif-
ferent and that was what I came out
with,” she said. 

For some Bahamians Christmas
just isn’t Christmas without fruit-
cake. It has long been associated
with the holiday season in Great

Britain. And when the English
introduced the cake to our islands
we made it our own, personalising
it, adding fruits that are indigenous
to the Bahamas.

Like most pastries, fruitcake
cookies can be made in any flavour,
but Lady Ingrid’s choice are
bananas.

“I have made the fruitcake cook-
ies with banana, and as everyone
would know fruitcake is pastry that
tastes really good when it is moist.
The banana really helps keep the
cake moist,” she said.

She also adds coconut flakes to
the batter which she said gives the
cookies an even richer flavour.    

But there are many alternatives
to banana, Lady Ingrid said.

Those who enjoy baking can per-
sonalise their cake by adding their
favourite fruits or fruit juices like
tamarind, papaya or sugar apple to
the mixture, she said.

Even the pulp of any fruit can be
added to the batter.

“Now if you are baking fruitcake
cookies for the kids, like you would
sprinkle rum on the cake (for the
adults) so that it maintains its mois-
ture, you should sprinkle grape juice
over it instead,” she said.

Fruitcake cookies are a little dif-
ferent than the cake in that the
cookies have more of a crispy tex-
ture.

Creativity is everything when it

comes to baking holiday pastries.
And for the creative baker mak-

ing your own special brand of fruit-
cake cookies goes beyond adding
new ingredients, it also means craft-
ing your cookies carefully so that
they look appetising and festive.

“When you are done baking the
cookies, give them a chance to cool,
then you can decorate them for the
season. The mixed fruit that you
use in the cake can be used as dec-
orations for the cake. They usually
come in  holiday colours like red
and green so you will be able to
decorate your cookies,” Lady Ingrid
said.

Years ago, during the post-colo-
nial era, Lady Ingrid said, it was a
tradition for a bride and the groom
to place a fruitcake on top of their
wedding cake. And when the first
year anniversary came the bride and
the groom would eat the fruitcake.  

“Fruitcake cookies can last just
as long as fruitcake. The only thing
the home baker has to do is put the
cookies into a container and keep
them in a cool place,” she said.

So if you bake more cookies than
expected, you don’t  have to toss
them, you can save them for almost
up to a year.

Making your cookies look festive
is great, but making sure your cook-
ies have that rich fruity flavour is
the most important thing of all.

A twist on a Christmas favourite
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