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Council honors lost friend,
Mike Waller a DeSoto County son

By CRAIG GARRETT
ARCADIAN EDITOR

guidance, seek other optimism.
He'll finish, lead the Pledge of
Allegiance and the room is happy.

Instead, Simons on Tuesday
somberly asked a special blessing
for a lost friend and co-worker:
Michael “Mike” Waller had died on
Monday, Simons noted.

Mayor Judy Wertz-Strickland
said of the businessman’s death:

smith Brown Gommunity Foundation
holds Monday ground-breaking

By ASHLEY COONE
SmitH BROWN
CoMMUNITY FOUNDATION

“Mike was a person full of life. He
always wanted to help ... or know
what was going on with you. He
was just a great guy.”

And while Mike Waller, 53,
may have lost a health fight at a
Sarasota hospital, he left a giant
legacy. For those closest to him,
their faith in his faith helps them
to endure.

“The world is going to be so
different without him,” said Beth
Carsten, Arcadia’s finance direc-
tor and a long-time friend and
travel companion. “But I know
he’s with Jesus ... leading a choir
somewhere, telling them where to
stand.”

There was a grayness over the
normal upbeat flavor at Tuesday’s
city council meeting.

It’'s the council’s habit to allow
Deputy Mayor Jaccarie Simons
to offer a blessing before things
heat up. He will ask for favorable
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“If we continue to come together with this
project, it will be a great thing. We may be kind
of down and out statistically, but there are
some fine children here.”

The Smith Brown
Community Foundation
held a ground-breaking
ceremony for phase 1 of
the Smith Brown project
on Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, which was
Monday. The ceremony
was held at the Smith
Brown facilities in Arcadia.
Numerous elected offi-
cials were in attendance,
along with the project’s
donors, volunteers and

— Coach Richard Bowers,
co-founder of the Smith Brown Community Foundation

representatives from the
Boys and Girls Club of
Sarasota County.

Phase 1 includes the
renovation of the Smith
Brown Education Building.
The facility will serve as a
learning lab, providing tu-
toring, career exploration,

literacy programs and
more for DeSoto County
youth.

The Smith Brown Project
Steering Committee was
formed in 2014 to lead
this initiative to provide
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Ashley Coone opens Monday’s event at Smith Brown
with a welcoming and thanks to those contributing
time and funds to the project.
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ministrators, elected officials and others

Ground:breaking included city, county and school ad
supporting the Smith Brown project.
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DeSoto County Spedial
Olympics celebrates 43 years

By NANCY ERIKSON
DEeSoto CouNTy SPECIAL
Orymprics EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DeSoto County Special Olympics just
completed its 43rd year of providing
year-round sports training and compe-
tition for DeSoto County residents with
intellectual disabilities.

We added bocce to our sports, with
the help of Cross Creek RV Resort. Also,
we welcomed DeSoto Ford, Chrysler,
Dodge and Jeep as sports sponsor,
along with Sunny Breeze Christian
Association, which has been an annual
partner over 30 years.

Our big news of the year was the arriv-
al of Publix, which is a national sponsor
corporately and locally as a donor at
the county level.
We have training
and competition
in bocce, golf,
swimming and
bowling.

We could
not provide
our program
without the local
support of the
ARC, the DeSoto
County Sheriff’s
Department,
Peace River RV
Park, McDonald’s/

Vowels, Domino’s
| (Pizza), Ford,

- Cross Creek RV
Special Olymplans and the city of
greet Publix shoppers. Arcadia.
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PHOTOS BY PRISCILLA MCDANIEL

Jeff Tomilson and his mom, Lucinda, greet
shoppers at the Arcadia Publix for an event to
benefit the DeSoto County Special Olympics.

Publlx shoppers give generously durmg
Saturday’s event that over the week included
sheriff's deputies and other volunteers.

We are a totally volunteer organization
and always welcome new volunteers
and athletes. Contact Nancy Erickson,
executive director, for additional infor-
mations. 863-303-1115.

Sheriff’s deputies and staff donate time and energy.
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Mike Waller owned a motor-coach
business in town, was an Arcadia
auxiliary police officer and was highly
active in church activities, singing and
mentoring. Arcadia police placed a
memorial wreath on a patrol car and
other tributes came in waves through
social media and in conversation
among his army of friends and family.
A send-off on Saturday was moved to
the Calvary Baptist Church in Arcadia to
accommodate those celebrating his life,
for instance.

Michael Brown Waller was a DeSoto
County son born Halloween 1964. He
would become a gospel performer
with his friends, Tom and Linda Lowe.
The trio and their friend, Beth Carsten,
toured extensively, always back to

PHOTO
PROVIDED

Mike Waller as

an Arcadia Police
Department
auxiliary sergeant
helped organize a
holiday gift-giving
effort for kids.

Arcadia. Mike Waller in that period
traveled widely, visiting the world, mostly
by train and often by cruise ship, said
Debbie Wertz, who is president of the
DeSoto County Chamber of Commerce
and a Mike Waller travel companion with
her husband and their children. On a va-
cation trip to New York City, for example,
the Wertzes “followed [Mike] around like
little ducks,” she said. “Mike never let the
grass grow under his feet.”

Mike Waller is survived by two sisters,
a brother and his toy fox terrier, Bucky.

City council in other Tuesday business
recognized Mary Ann Applegate with
a 10-year service pin; authorized the
construction of larger reclaimed storage
ponds at the city’s golf course; tabled a
natural gas transfer station requested
by a Sebring provider; extended a road
contract with Ajax Paving and adopted a
resolution to collect special assessments
(non-ad valorem) at a future date.

FOUNDATION
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afterschool and summer programs to
students at the historic Smith Brown
facilities. The committee made up of
volunteers has worked to identify costs
associated with restoring the facilities,
held community conversations to

get ideas from residents, and hosted
fundraisers like their annual Kentucky
Derby event to finance the project.
The nonprofit was awarded a $100,000
grant from the state of Florida, thanks
to Florida senators Bill Galvano and
Denise Grimsley and Florida Rep. Ben
Albritton’s advocacy. This grant, along
with support from numerous local
donors, has made the restoration of
phase 1 possible.

This past July, the Smith Brown
Community Foundation launched the
summer program, Camp Inspire, and
provided services for more than 30
elementary school students and nearly
two dozen high-school youth volunteer
staff. Through this summer program
students were able to receive academic
instruction with a certified teacher
through group exercises, hands-on
learning experiences and a variety of
literacy activities that encouraged the
development of reading skills.

At Monday’s ceremony, Camp Inspire
student Alyrika Bailey and her grand-
mother, Sandra Lewis, shared their
experiences. According to Alyrika, “I
learned a lot of things like downtown
Arcadia’s history. I just loved going out
of town to places that I've never been
to before and cooking for my family. I
even made a solar-panel robot which
was pretty neat to me. I hope they have
this again because I really liked the

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Coach Richard Bowers, co-founder of the Smith
Brown Community Foundation, offers support
and some humor at the proceedings.

camp and loved the activities they had.”

Her grandmother Sandra added,
“Every day Alyrika came home excited
about what she'd learned. During that
time, her self-confidence and leader-
ship skills were built. I would love for
this to continue and see Smith Brown
Project be what it could be.”

DeSoto County High School’s
Gabriela Rodriguez serenaded the
crowd with her beautiful rendition of
Whitney Houston'’s “Greatest Love of
All.” Coach Richard Bowers, co-found-
er of the Smith Brown Community
Foundation, closed out the program,
sharing: “If we continue to come
together with this project, it will be a
great thing. We may be kind of down
and out statistically, but there are some
fine children here.”

For more information about the
Smith Brown Project, contact 863-990-
0527, or email smithbrownfoundation@
yahoo.com.

Phase 1 includes the renovation of the Smith Brown Education Building. The faclllty will serve
as a learning lab, providing tutoring, career exploration, literacy programs and more for DeSoto
County youth.
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arrived at Ty Harris’s ranch in Arcadia.
So I sat in my truck until I saw this
tall, lanky, red-headed cowboy with

a

He greeted me with a friendly “Good
morning,” so I knew the day was off to

a

his dreams for the future, then it was
time to go to work saddling up Glam, a
horse owned by a Punta Gorda woman.

A

training Glam for a while by now so it

By JIMMY PETERS
ARCADIAN CORRESPONDENT

It was drizzling rain at 8 a.m. when I
big smile walking across the yard.
good start.

We talked briefly about his place and

working cowboy, Harris had been

wasn't like he was breaking a new horse.
After saddling up, he tied Glam to the

trailer, to get her used to being confined

to one spot. This taught her to wait

patiently until someone came to get her.

was not happy with this arrangement;
for the next 20 minutes she nervously
walked back and forth tugging at the
rope that held her.

where Harris waved a small flag on a
stick at Glam to determine how skittish
she was. This technique, according

to Harris, “helps to desensitize the
horse so she’s not afraid of unexpected
surprises.”

rubbed the flag on her shoulder, just
to let her know it would not hurt. Next
it

field to work off some energy. After 15
minutes of galloping and loping, the
pair began to circle a small bush in the

Aflag on a stick desensitizes Glam so she
becomes used to unexpected surprises.

middle of the field: first clockwise for
10 minutes, then counter-clockwise.

“This works both sides of their
brain,” Harris said of the drill. “They
can’t get used to doing something only
one way, they have to be able to adjust
to different circumstances.”

After an hour workout, it was a wrap.
We went back to the trailer where we
started the morning. This time, howev-
er, Glam willingly accepted being tied
to the trailer.

Ty Harris is a great example of a
young man who loves what he does
for a living. When asked if there was
anything else he would rather do, he
quickly replied: “Nope.”

Ty Harris was mentored by one
of Florida’s most outstanding horse
trainers, Matt Condo, or as Ty called
him, “Pops.” Harris learned from Matt
an honest respect and a special insight
for the horses he trains. And it shows in
the gentle way he treats them.

Harris works with horses that have
never been ridden, as well as ones that
have problems that their owners can’t
correct.

“Pops [Condo] taught me that a horse
knows every detail of how their owner
rides them ... and they don't forget,” he
said.

When taking on a new client, Harris
tries when possible to observe the own-
er riding the horse, so he can mimic the

It appeared, however, that Glam

Next we were off to the round pen

After Glam settled down, Harris

s out of the round pen and into the
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Saddling up and getting ready for the morning workout.

owner’s riding style while training. That
way the horse is comfortable with the
owner when training is done.

“Each horse,” he said, “needs to be
trained differently. Because each horse
has their own personality, just like a
person. When working with a horse, I
look for the things they need to im-
prove on ... and concentrate on that.”

I asked Harris if he was ever afraid
when working with a horse.

“One time while riding,” he replied,
“I got my foot tangled in my rope, the
horse fell over, got up and dragged me
about 50 yards. Things were happening
too fast for me to be scared. But when
it was all over, all I could say was ‘thank
you, Lord.”

Arcadia has lots of good and talent-
ed people hidden away behind the
palmettos and live oaks. All it takes is
gathering the courage to get out and
find them.

ride.

Ty adjusts Glam’s bit to duplicate the way the
owner fits it.

/.',“... 7, P l"‘}
Ty Harris putting on Glam’s halter.

I've discovered that most of them will
welcome you with open arms.

Jimmy Peters is photogrpaher and
writer living in Arcadia. jimpeterspho-
tography.com

Public Notice

In accordance with Chapter 121.055, Florida Statute, the DeSoto
County Board of County Commissioners intends to designate
the position of Special Projects Director for inclusion in the
Senior Management Class of the Florida Retirement System.
This position is considered to be filled by an employee who
“head(s) and organizational unit; or has responsibility to effect or
recommend personnel, budget, expenditure, or policy decisions

in his or her areas of responsibility.”

adno=718618

718794
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Transportation Disadvantaged
Local Coordinating Board
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Notice

All interested parties within DeSoto County are hereby advised that
the Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board will hold
a Public Hearing prior to their regular board Meeting on January 31,
2018 at 9:30 a.m. at the DeSoto County Board of County Commis-
sioners Board Room, 201 East Oak Street, Suite 103, Arcadia, FL
34266. To obtain additional information concerning the meeting con-
tact Marcia Staszko at 863-534-7130 Ext. 128 or E-mail: mstaszko@
cfrpc.org . Transportation to the Public Hearing will be provided on a
first come first-served basis. To make transportation reservations call
1-800-260-0139.

If special accommodations are required in accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act individuals should contact
Marcia Staszko @863-534-7130 Ext. 128
at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting.

DESOTO MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

900 N.Robert Ave. » Arcadia, FL 34266
863-494-3535 » www.dmh.org

ARE YOU
EXPECTING?

DO YOU HAVE A PLAN
IN PLACE?

DeSoto Memorial Hospital will no longer he
delivering babies as of January 31, 2018

Comprehensive Women's Health Care

is being offered by
Dr. Guzman & Dr. D'Abarno

accepting new patients at the following locations:

3067 Tamiami Trail, Unit 1
Pt. Charlotte, FL 33952
PH: 941-766-0400

FAX: 941-766-1009

Arcadia Location
Coming Soon
Please have aplaninplace

=718640
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15061 Tamiami Trail
North Port, FL 34287
PH: 941-423-5035
FAX: 941-423-5034
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OUR VIEW

Keep Floridians
in the sunshine,
not in minority

OUR POSITION: We don't agree with
the bill Sen. Greg Steube, R-Sarasota, is
proposing to end daylight saving time and
malke Florida one of only three states that do
not recognize the move to longer days in the
summer months.

en. Greg Steube, R-Sarasota, is a serial
bill-filer.

While we do not have a precise
count of the bills the sophomore senator
has filed for the current legislative session,
we have seen proposals that deal with
everything from open carry for gun owners
to restricting local governments from
making laws regarding trees.

One bill that is getting attention would
pull Florida from its participation in
daylight saving time. The senator believes
Florida should join Hawaii and Arizona as
the only two states in the United States that
do not observe the turn-your-clocks-back-
and-ahead practice.

One question we would ask the senator
is, why?

Why would Florida be the only state in
the Eastern half of the nation to not go
along with the time change? Would that
not lead to some confusion — especially in
the northern counties where residents and
businesses might have to deal with crossing
state lines frequently?

For the record, the bill states: “Persuant to
15 U.S.C.s. 260(a), this state exempts itself
and all of its political divisions from the
observance of daylight saving time, between
2 a.m. on the second Sunday in March and
2 am. on the first Sunday in November
of each calendar year, and the entire state
and all of its political subdivisions shall
observe the standard time that is otherwise
applicable during that period.”

Steube would have the bill take effect Jan.
1, 2019, with Florida remaining on standard
time 24/7 throughout the year.

What is interesting to us is the fact Steube
put a poll online to gauge the public’s
reaction to his proposal.

As of mid-December, just a couple weeks
after the post online, more than 70 percent
of respondents were in favor or keeping
daylight saving time or going to daylight
saving time year-round.

And that is something we could support.

A great majority of full-time employees
likely get home now just before dark, or
after dark. That handicaps a person from
late tee times, bike riding or exercising
outdoors, among other things. More
daylight is normally the preference of
people. Just ask anyone from northern
states where cloudy skies are prevalent in
the winter time.

If Steube’s aim is to standardize the time
so we are not burdened (and we say that
sarcastically) by turning the clock ahead
or behind two times a year, then the call
should be for more daylight — not less.

We think a lot of the senator from
Sarasota, but sometimes it is difficult to
determine his motivation for filing so many
bills that deal with topics that rarely are on
most people’s radar. This appears to be one
of those bills.

Let’s keep Florida in the vast majority of
states to recognize daylight saving time.
But, if we feel a need to change, then
change to year-round daylight saving time.
We need more hours in the sun, not fewer.

MeMBER, , LIFELONG FREND
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FAREWELL To MIKE WALLER-
CoMMUNITY LOSES LIFETIME |
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WELL LIVED BY
A MAN WELLLOVED,

Stalking vittles with the mighty squirrel hunter

ive a man a fish and he will eat for
G a day. Teach a man to fish and you

feed him for life, the old Chinese
proverb goes. But give a boy a BB gun
and teach him how to use it, and every
critter and bird within stalking distance
may be a goner. That's my proverb.

As ayoung teenager I got a BB/pellet
rifle from my dad and I thought I was
the King of the Wild Frontier. Our house
was surrounded by pastures on all sides
and there was no shortage of birds
coming in for a landing and a taste of my
sharpshooter skills. I'd bring home scads
of deceased birds and toss them on top
of our chicken house, which over time
became quite the collection of bones and
beaks, and I was sure [ was putting a dent
in the population.

I graduated from that to shooting
squirrels and rabbits with a .22 or my
.410 shotgun ... but they didn't die in vain
because they tasted pretty good, fried up
for supper. Dove and quail soon began
making appearances on my plate, and
even snipe a few times. Yes, they really do
exist, and no, you don't capture them in
the wild by yelling for them.

Grandson No. 2 is now carrying on
the tradition, after having received a BB/
pellet rifle for Christmas, and he’s already
got a few notches on it. His first kill came
pretty much as a surprise when his dad
handed him the gun out in the yard,
and pointing, said, “Shoot that chicken
over there.” Charlie lowered the barrel,
squinted one eye, and squeezed the
trigger. It was a head shot on his first try,
and that poor old unsuspecting chicken
fell dead.

He went squirrel hunting that same
weekend and bagged two, if you can be-
lieve that. He's nine years old and seems
to have a knack for shooting. I told him

J % Luke Wilson

\i troubador55@embargmail.com

that when he gets a little older, I'll teach
him how to throw a knife and hatchet,
and maybe introduce him to some of
those crazy knife games we played as
teenagers such as Chicken, Stretch, and
Mumblety-peg.

Anyhow, a few other squirrels were
felled, and Charlie got his first taste of it.
He loves fried rabbit already, and said he
likes squirrel as well. Like some others,
he thinks it tastes like chicken, but he’ll
outgrow that and figure out the distinc-
tion between the two. I told him how one
tuna brand is called Chicken of the Sea,
but that a squirrel is called the “chicken
of the tree.” He liked that.

My late neighbor Thomas Stone was
from Alabama, and I remember him
telling me how when he was young
they'd climb into the trees, sneak up
on squirrels, grab them by the tail and
whack ‘em against the tree to kill them. I
came away thinking that those Alabama
tree rats must be a lot slower than the
ones we have down here in Florida!

I remember my late buddy Guy LaBree
telling me about the time he went to
a friend’s house, and they were having
squirrel for supper. Sometimes folks soak
game in salt water to get the wild taste
out of it, so in a large bowl in the kitchen
were a group of these deceased rodents,
heads and all, soaking in the brine with
their bald noggins sticking out of the

LETTER SUBMISSION POLICY

Letters are welcome on virtually any subject, but we do have some rules. Please keep them to less than 250 words. Letters must be received no later than noon on Tuesday. Letters will be edited to length as
well as grammar and spelling. Al letters must be signed with full name - not initials. An address and telephone number must be included; they are not for publication, but must be provided so we may verify
authorship if necessary. Due to the number of letters received, we reserve the right to run only one letter per person per month. The Letters to the Editor section is intended as a public forum for community
discourse and the opinions and statements made in letters are solely those of the individual writers. The Arcadian takes no responsibility for the content of these letters. Please send or bring correspondence to
the Arcadian, 108 S. Polk Ave., Arcadia FL 34266, or fax to 863-494-3533. Readers with access to the internet may e-mail Letters to the Editor to cgarrett@sun-herald.com or arcadian.editor@gmail.com.

water. Guy said they looked like a bunch
of naked old men sitting in a hot tub.
How's that for a mental image?

Squirrel isn't unpleasant to eat, unless
the thought of it gnaws on you. I prefer
rabbit because of the taste, and because
it takes so many of them to make enough
for a “mess.” If you don’t know what that
means, it refers to having an adequate
amount for a meal, such as a “mess of
collard greens” or a “mess of fish.”

And to be clear, I'm not one of those
who leaves the heads on squirrels when I
cook them. Some folks will cook them that
way, then crack their heads open with a
spoon and eat what’s inside. I've yet to get
that hungry, y'all, and will kill a few extra
squirrels to keep from having to do that.

Believe it or not, rabbit is my favorite
meat. Lay a platter of it in front of me,
fried golden brown, next to a T-bone
steak, filet mignon, lobster, or any other
kind of meat you can think of, and I'll
choose the rabbit every time. If you've
never cooked or ate it, here’s a culinary
tip for you — for any recipe that calls for
chicken that you can think of, rabbit can
be substituted. For real. I've eaten fried
rabbit, stewed rabbit with gravy over rice,
barbequed rabbit, baked rabbit, rabbit
and dumplings, rabbit sandwiches, and
the list goes on, kind of like Forest Gump
talking about the many ways shrimp can
be prepared. Now that I think of it, a big
bowl of hearty rabbit noodle soup might
be good for me when I'm feeling puny.

Anyway, [ didn't mean to make y’all
hungry by reading this, but I'll under-
stand it if the rabbit population in our
county takes a sudden dip.

Meanwhile, Charlie and Papa will be
on the lookout for the next tasty critter
that wanders into our crosshairs. Bon
appetit!
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‘Florida Native Plants That The
Pioneers Used’ a must-see library exhibit

By CAROL MAHLER
ARCADIAN CORRESPONDENT

Florida native plants that the pio-
neers used: an exhibit Florida native
plants — and their uses as building
materials, food, and medicine — are
the focus of a new exhibit in the
Richard E Schminke conference room
of the DeSoto County Library, 125 N.
Hillsborough Ave.

Entitled “Florida Native Plants
That The Pioneers Used,” the display
is courtesy of the DeSoto County
Historical Society and available during
the library’s open hours except when
the conference room is in use.

A group of West Elementary School
third-graders in a “History Leadership
Camp” helped to curate the exhibit
along with teacher Tonya Bordner.
The children included: Marselino
Alego, Trace Barrera, Carter Bennett,
Martoine Burnes, Judah Clark, Jasmine
Godinez, Mya Goodnoe, Kawain
Graham, Daniel Granados, Cael
Nelson, Hector Perez , Iriana Sanchez,
Zariah Santos, Nicholas Smith,
Tayquan Smith and Anyais Warren.
Society members Forest Reynolds
and John Reynolds provided expert
consultation.

When the pioneers arrived in what
is DeSoto County today, they did not
have stores to purchase supplies.
Instead, they found what they need-
ed — or materials to make what they
wanted — growing in the wilderness.

A pine forest lured the first settlers
to this area, and they harvested the
trees to build homes and furniture.
According to one story, Arcadia
Albritton Coker baked a birthday cake
for the Rev. James Madison Hendry
when he stayed overnight at her
family’s home as he moved his sawmill
to the Arcadia area. In gratitude for her
kindness, he suggested that the new
town be named “Arcadia.”

Other early sawmills included C. G.
Johansen; King Lumber; Russ Lumber
and West Coast Lumber companies.
Centuries earlier, pines thriving
along Florida’s coast tempted Cuban
ship-builders who coveted them for
the masts of their sailing ships.

Pine sap was also collected and pro-
cessed into turpentine and other naval
stores. Similar to harvesting sap from
maple trees to make maple syrup, the
pine trees had their bark partially re-
moved and the sapwood scored. Metal
gutters were hammered into the base
of the wound and a clay cup — called
a Herty cup — was hung beneath the
gutters to collect the sap.

DeSoto County had many turpentine
“camps” or “ stills,” and the East and
West Coast Railway was built from
Bradenton to Arcadia in 1914, in part,
to transport the products of turpentine
operations located between those
cities.

Other trees such as oaks and cy-
press also provided the pioneers with
building materials. Born and raised in

The exhibit is curated by West Elementary
third-graders.

Pine sap was collected and processed into
turpentine and other naval stores.

Arcadia, Thomas Gaskins III harvested
and polished cypress knees for sculp-
tures and useful items such as clocks,
lamps, and planters. His Cypress Knee
Museum in Palmdale attracted tourists
until it was closed after extensive
vandalism in 2000.

The pioneers also depended on
Florida native plants for food. Florida’s
state tree, the sabal palmetto, is also
known as the cabbage palm because
the terminal bud may be cut and eaten
as “swamp cabbage.” (The harvest kills
the tree). The cabbage is also canned
and on the menu of fancy restaurants
as “Hearts of Palm.”

Wild fruits such as blackberries,
grapes, plums, elderberries and more
were eaten raw or cooked into jellies
and pies. Livestock fed on acorns,
and sometimes they were roasted and
eaten by people!

Some toxic or poisonous plant parts
were also consumed after special prepa-
rations. For example, the toxic coontie

PHOTOS BY CAROL MAHLER
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The exhibit is situated in the library’s Richard F. Schminke conference room.

root was grated, washed, and dried
before it became an edible substance
called “arrowroot.” Poisonous pokeweed
leaves were cooked, and “the water
poured off a time or two,” to make “poke
salat”—a traditional Southern dish.

Plants also supplied medicine for the
pioneers. Juice from elderberries — nat-
urally antiviral and antibacterial — was
prepared as cough syrup. The Society
recorded such plant-based remedies in
the book “Cracker Cures,” one of dozens
of books about Florida native plants in
the DeSoto County Library.

In addition, the DeSoto County
Library Association installed a native
plant demonstration garden — com-
plete with plant identification signs —
outside the Children’s Wing in October
2011. Children learned about native
plants and helped plant the garden
in a project funded in part by a grant
from the Charlotte Harbor National
Estuary Program.

More information about projects of
the DeSoto County Historical Society
is available online at www.historic-
desoto.org, or 863-266-5774.

DeSoto County school district honored

The Florida School
Boards Association
has recognized DeSoto
County schools with a
Master Board Program
certificate for completing
governance team training
for the school board and

superintendent. The lead-
ership curriculum offers
learning sessions that
concentrate on student
achievement through

the five components of
the FSBA Governance
Model. Some of the skills

in completing the train-
ing include: supporting
student achievement,
self-assessment, consensus
building, establishing trust,
conflict resolution, leader-
ship and communication
styles, team development,

core beliefs, roles and
responsibilities, productive
meetings, systems think-
ing, district culture, prob-
lem-solving and strategic
planning. Congratulations
to the school board and to
Supt. Adrian Cline!

~

PHOTO PROVIDED

Those receiving the award indude Danny Via (left), Ronny Allen, Deborah Snyder, Judy Kirkpatrick, Karen Chancey and Supt. Adrain Cline.
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Arcadia's
COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

NOTE: All phone numbers are in Area Code 863 unless stated
otherwise. To add, remove or change any listing in the Community
(alendar, email arcadian.editor@gmail.com or call 494-0300.
Listings are free for nonprofit and noncommerdial organizations.

Il TODAY

« The Peace River Soil and Water Conservation District will hold
ajoint meeting with Hardee Soil and Water Conservation District
onJan. 18,9a.m.—9:30 a.m. in the boardroom at 316 North 7th
Ave,, Suite 101, Wauchula. For more information, call 773-9644.

« Peace River Audubon Society will meet tonight 6:30-9 p.m. at
First Alliance Church, 20444 Midway Blvd., Port Charlotte, to hear
apresentation about the Annual Audubon Christmas Bird County.
Forthe 3rd year in a row, the total count was down. For informa-
tion, call Mike at 244-2652 or visit www.peaceriveraudubon.org.

« Leam Conversational Spanish (6-8 p.m.), or Beginning (5:15-
6:45 p.m.) or Advanced Computer (7-8:30 p.m.), in a six-week dass
starting Jan. 18 through the Family Service Center. Spanish dlass is
$51.55. Computer dass are $41.25 each. 310W. Whidden St. For
details, call 993-1333.

« Million Dollar Hole-in-One Golf Shootout, Jan. 18-20, to
benefit South Florida State College athletics. Call 453-3132 or email
foundation@southflorida.edu.

« Are you a mother of a child with special needs? Would you like
to connect with other mothers going through similar situations?
Join us the third Thursday of every month at 6 p.m. for a time
to connect and fellowship at Pine Creek Chapel, 1267 S.W. Pine
(hapel Dr. in Arcadia. For more information, call or text Heather at
4440817

«The All Faiths Food Bank will distribute free food to those in
need on the third Thursday of each month, from 9 a.m. to noon, at
the 7th Day Adventist Church, 2865 SE Ami Drive.

« The regular meeting of the Arcadian Housing Authority Board
of Commissioners is held at 12:15 p.m. on the third Thursday
of every month at the Arcadia Housing Authority, 7 Booker T
Washington Road. Call 494-4343 for details.

« The DeSoto Amateur Radio Club meets at 7 pm. on the

You

third Thursday of every month at the DeSoto County Emergency
Operations Center, 2200 Roan St, Arcadia. Anyone interested may
attend. Talk in for the meetings s at 147.180+ DARC repeater.

« Family Safety Alliance for DeSoto, Manatee and Sarasota
counties, sponsored by Department of Children and Families,
meets at 4 p.m. third Thursdays monthly at Lakewood Ranch
Northem Trust Bank's community room, 6320 Venture
Drive, Lakewood Ranch. For information, call Kerri Gibson at
941-316-6129.

+ DeSoto County Historical Society Research Library is open in
the Ingraham Seed House, 120 W. Whidden Street: 9a.m.to 1pm.
on Thursdays (except for the second Thursday of the month), and
second and fourth Saturdays, and by appointment.

« The John Morgan Ingraham House museum, 120 W. Whidden
St, is openfrom 10a.m. to T p.m. on Thursdays, except the second
Thursday, and second and fourth Saturdays.

« The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 9 a.m. to noon
every Thursday at Trinity United Methodist Church, 304 W. Oak St.

« Kiwanis meets at 6 p.m. Thursday at Beef O'Bradly’s.

<Friendship Center, 219W. Oak St, daily coffee and conversation
9-10a.m. Crafts or games in the Activity Room from 10-11a.m.
Lunch available with a 48-hr. advance notice; call 494-5965.

«The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 6-10a.m.
Monday through Friday at the Center for the Needy, 161S. Orange
St.

« DeSoto County Library story time s at 3 p.m.at 125N.
Hillsborough Ave., Arcadia. Call 993-4851 for more information.

 Faith Mission provides free lunches for anyone in need, 11
am.-12:30 p.m. 1109 SE. 9th St, Arcadia. Donations gratefully
accepted.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous Second Tradition meets at 7 p.m. at St.
Edmunds Episcopal Church, 327 W. Hickory St.

B FRIDAY

« DeSoto County will hold an Open House from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
on Jan. 19 for all county residents. Come learn what your county
does for you and meet the peaple who work there.

« Coffee with the Mayor, third Friday of every month.

« MAPP committee and VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disaster) meet at 9 a.m. third Fridays at the Family Service
Center, 310 W. Whidden St.

«The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 6-10a.m.
Monday through Friday at the Center for the Needy, 1615. Orange
St.

« Arcadia Quilt Club meets from 9-11:30 a.m. Fridays at the
Palace Dance Hall, 1627 N.E. Floridian Circle, Arcadia.

« Friendship Center, 219 W. Oak St. daily coffee and conversation
9-10 a.m. Low impact exercises from 9:30-10 a.m. On your own in

the activity room from 10-11 a.m. Lunch available with a 48-hour
advance notice. Call 494-5965.

«iPads and eBooks - Instruction and assistance with questions
about using your digital devices at 3 p.m. every Friday at the
DeSoto Public Library.

«Walk & Talk: gentle exercise and conversation at 8 a.m. every
Friday at the DeSoto Public Library.

« Alcoholics Anonymous Hispanic meets at 7 p.m. at 426 N.
Brevard Ave,, next to El Charro Rest.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous Second Tradition meets at 8 p.m. at
Grace Lutheran Church, 900 W. Oak St.

« Alcoholics Anonymous Arcadia/Nocatee Group meets at 7
pm. at Nocatee Methodist Church, 4502 S.W. Welles Ave.

« Square Dancing dasses are held at the Palace Square Dance
Hall, 1627 N.E. Floridian Circle, from 7-9 p.m. every Friday.

Robert at 813-601-1834 or Mary at 941-380-5336 494-2749 for
information.

« Faith Mission provides free lunches for anyone in need, 11
am.to 1230 p.m. 1109 S.E. 9th St, Arcadia. Donations gratefully
accepted.

B SATURDAY

+0n Jan. 20, from 11.a.m.-4 p.m. DeSoto Fire Rescue will host a
community celebration for the new Fire Station. There will be free
hot dogs and hamburgers. Florida Forest Service, National Guard,
Arcadia Police Dept, DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office and DeSoto
Memorial Hospital will all be on hand. The public can tour the
fadility and get up-close to the equipment, and there will be fun
activities for kids.

« Arcadia Main Street will host Downtown Draw Down on Jan.
20 at theTree of Knowledge Park. Cocktails at 5:30 pm., dinner
6:30 p.m. Tickets are $100, which indudes 1 entry to raffle, two
meals and two drink tickets. Last number drawn wins $1,000.

« Peace River Audubon is planning a field trip to Celery Fields
in Sarasota County on Jan. 20.To join the carpool, meet at 7 a.m.
at the Kings Highway Walmart in the parking lot near Culvers, or
meet the group at Celery Fields when they anrive around 8 am.
Open to the public. For more information, call Eleanor Marr at
941-624-4182 or visit www.peaceriveraudubon.org.

« Classic car show in the Walmart parking lot, 5 p.m.-9 p.m. the
third Saturday of every month. Trophies, door prizes, and 50/50
jackpot.

« The Democratic Women's Club of Desoto meets at 11:30 a.m.
on the third Saturday of each month at Beef 0’ Brady’, 1703 E
Oak St.

« All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast this Saturday at the
Arcadia Airportin hangar A-5 @ 9 a.m. Great pancakes, sausage,
0J & coffee only 96. Bring the kids for a great time at the airport.

Sponsored by Friends of Arcadia Airport.

« DeSoto County Library children’s movies are offered at 10:30
am.at 125 N. Hillshorough Ave. every Saturday. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. Call 993-4851 for more information.

Il SUNDAY

« Community Resource Center at the Friendship Center, 219W.
0ak St, open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to T p.m. Information
available on local, out-of-town, and state agencies and programs
serving the needs of DeSoto County residents. Stop by and check
out the large array of brochures for residents of all age groups.

« Alcoholics Anonymous Serenity Group meets at Grace
Lutheran Church, 900 W. Oak St. (State Road 70) at 8 p.m. Sunday.

« Hispanic Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 7 p.m. Sunday at
426 Brevard Ave. next to El Charro Restaurant.

B MONDAY

« DeSoto County Historical Society board meets at 5:30 p.m.
fourth Monday monthly at the Ingraham Seed House on W. Gibson
St

«The 4-H Stitch inTime sewing dub meets every fourth
Monday at 5 p.m.

«The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 6-10a.m.
Monday through Friday at the Center for the Needy, 161S. Orange
St

« All Faiths Food Bank and Sarasota County School District
distribute free meals every Monday and Wednesday through
August), 112.m.-12:30 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church,
304W. Oak St. Gall 494-2543 for details.

«Women of Worship “WOW"Women's ministry meets at 6:15
pm. Monday at Freedom Fellowship Christian Ministries, 1528 N.E.
Turner Ave. All are welcome.

« Friendship Center, 219 W. Oak St,, daily coffee and
conversation 9-10 a.m. Movie of the Week or games in the Activity
Room 9:30-11 a.m. Lunch available with a 48-hr. advance notice;
call 494-5965.

« Alcoholics Anonymous Second Tradition meets at St.
Edmunds Episcopal Church, 327 W. Hickory St. at 8 p.m. Monday at
327W. Hickory St.

« Alcoholics Anonymous Brown Baggers Group meets at noon
Monday at Trinity United Methodist Church, 304 W. Oak St.

« Al-anon is a mutual support program for people who are
living with, or have lived with, someone whose drinking created
problems for themselves or others. The group meets at 7:30 pm.
every Monday at Fort Ogden Methodist Church, 6923 S.W. River St.
in Fort Ogden. For information call 1-888-425-2666 or visit www.
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Arcadla parade celebrates Dr. Martm I.uther ng Jr.

Cooler temps made the parade much easier to walk.

ALONESTAR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
Small or Big Jobs we do it all! 863'659'1806

Tile/Wood Flooring, Kitchen/Bath remodels and Repair alonestarsvcs@gmail.oum

HAVE YOU SERVED? —
RECEIVE A 15% DISCOUNT! ===am

A Veteran in all facets of construction State-Wide

ANNOUNCEMENT

South Florida State College
Nursing Program Accreditation

The South Florida State College Nursing Program is seeking
continuing accreditation from the Accreditation Commission
for Education in Nursing (ACEN) for its Associate of Science
Degree in Nursing (ADN) program.

'. T\ f
—'/“F > , :
K (1\-' '(* Mia (left) and Michelle McCumber at parade

/ time. Brother Sebastian joined his mom and
- sister.

The SFSC Nursing Department will host the ACEN visitation
team as the final part of the accreditation process. You are
invited to meet the ACEN visitation team and share your
comments about the SFSC Associate of Science Degree in
Nursing program at a meeting scheduled for:

Wednesday, Jan. 31, 3-4 p.m.

Dr. Norman L. Stephens Jr.
Health and Science Education Center
Room 138/150
SFSC Highlands Campus
600 West College Drive, Avon Park

Written comments are also welcome and should be directly
submitted to:

Dr. Marsal Stoll,

Chief Executive Officer
Accreditation Commission for
Education in Nursing (ACEN)

3343 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 850
Atlanta, GA 30326
or email: mstoll@acenursing.org

Written comments should arrive by Wednesday, Jan. 25.

/o SOUTH
f, SFLORIDA

State College

\\

April (left), Kaydence and Philbrook Wilson with their friends, Murray and Ellie May, in the chilly
minutes before the parade pushed forward on Oak Street.

863-453-6661 southflorida.edu

jadno=718612
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Two Arcadians arrested after traffic stop in Charlotte Co.

On Sunday, the Charlotte County
Sheriff’s Office reported the arrest of
two Arcadian residents: Chad L. Kurtz,
46, on weapon and drug
charges, and William
Kalyn Pugh, 30, on license
~ 1| and vehicle charges.

According to CCSO'’s
arrest report, a deputy
.+ | onpatrol ran the tag of a

0 | Nissan car he observed,

- and it came back to a
Chevrolet. He ran the tag
again, just to make sure,
and again it came back to
a Chevy. So he activated

| his emergency lights and
pulled the Nissan over.

, He asked the driver,

"~ | identified as William
= Pugh, 30, for his license,
registration and proof of
insurance. Pugh said the car wasn't his
and he didn’'t have those documents;
he eventually said he had an Alabama
driver’s license but it had been sus-
pended. The deputy ordered Williams
out of the car. The deputy also ordered
the two passengers out of the car. Kurtz
had been sitting in the back seat.

As Kurtz stood outside the car. The
deputy saw his right hand balled up in
a fist, and a piece of plastic bag sticking
out. He asked Kurtz what was in his
hand. Although Kurtz denied having
anything in his hand, he appeared to
transfer a plastic baggie to his other
hand, attempting to conceal it.

The report notes that when the dep-
uty said he saw something there and
told him to hand it over, Kurtz put the
baggie to his mouth and swallowed it.

Another deputy used his Taser on
Kurtz, attempting to recover the bag-
gie, but Kurtz swallowed it. Based on
Kurtz’s failure to hand over the baggie,
he was placed under arrest for resisting
or obstructing an officer.

A K-9 officer brought a dog to the
scene, who gave a positive alert for the
odor of narcotics. The deputy conduct-
ed a search of the area of the car where
Kurtz had been sitting, and located a
handgun and several .22 rounds. He
also found a camouflage bag which
contained baggies with a crystalline
residue, which tested positive for
methamphetamine, along with a scale.

A computer search revealed Kurtz
was a convicted felon. Kurtz, who
resides in the 2700 block of N.W.
Eucalyptus Avenue, was charged with
possession of firearm ammunition or
weapon by florida convicted felon,
tampering with or fabricate physical
evidence, resisting an officer without
violence, possession of a controlled
substance without a prescription, and
possession or use of drug parapherna-
lia. His bond was set at $24,000.

Pugh, of the 2300 block of S.E. Red

fast & affordable

Andrea Bohannan

863:494.2245

We Can bond you out of any
County in Florida

718573

Fast Release - Open 24/7-y
W
. Loc-'ition
118 N. Brevard Ave., Arcadia, FL.

adno

|POLICE BEAT

The information for Police Beat is gathered from police, sheriffs
office, Florida Highway Patrol, jail and fire records. Not every arrest
leads to a conviction and quilt or innocence is determined by the
court system.

Baron Ave., was arrested on charges of
knowingly driving while his license was
suspended or revoked and failing to
register a motor vehicle. His bond was
set at $1,000.

Riverview driver
killed in one-car crash

The Florida Highway Patrol reported
a one-vehicle crash in Thursday that
took the life of a Rivedrview man.

According to FHP’s report, paul E.
Tomlinson Jr., 33, of Riverview, Fla.,
was driving a 2007 Ford F-150 pickup
northbound on County Road 665 (N.W.
Lily Ave.) around 11 p.m., when he
failed to negotiate a curve to the left.
He drove onto the eastern shoulder,
through some barbed-wire fence, and
then back across both lanes of the
roadway while rotating clockwise. The
truck overturned and collided with
babed wire fence on the western side of
the road.

Tomlinson was transported to DeSoto
Memorial Hospital but expired from
his injuries. His passenger, 42-year-old
Richard Louis of Riverview, was taken to
DMH with minor injuries.

FHP said neither man was wearing a
seatbelt. Alcohol was not a factor in the
crash.

Cops: Port Charlotte
man kidnapped children

NORTH PORT — A Port Charlotte
man was arrested after kidnapping two
children and their mother in North Port,
according to North Port
Police Department reports.

Aaron Gainer, 27, 1300
block of Arrow St., was
arrested Thursday for
kidnapping, aggravated
assault and possessing a
§ deadly weapon.

Around 2 p.m. on Aug.

21, officials responded
to a North Port home in reference to a
kidnapping case. According to reports,
the victim said Gainer arrived at the
house around 12:30 p.m., grabbed his
infant child and told his toddler child to
come with him.

He also demanded the mother of the
children come with him in the vehicle.

The victim stated Gainer then al-
legedly threatened her with a revolver
and told her not to call the police or “he
would kill her.”

The mother and children were
allegedly brought to Arcadia against
their will by Gainer. Around 2:30 p.m.,
Gainer released the victims and they
were transported back to their house in
North Port by a family member.

The mother told authorities she had
feared for her and her children’s lives
during the ordeal, which is why she
went with him. She also stated there
were past incidents of domestic abuse,
which added to her fears.

Gainer was arrested for kidnapping
by facilitating or committing the
commission of a felony, two counts of
kidnapping a minor under 13 years old
without the consent of a parent, ag-
gravated assault with a deadly weapon
and possession of weapon or ammo by
a convicted felon.

He was held without bond.

GAINER

The DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office
reported the following arrests:

Trevor Allen Eures, 33, 1400 block of
S.W. Brannan Drive, Arcadia. Charge:
violation of probation. Bond: none.

Chryelle Laquita Goodman, 21, 700
block of E. Oak St., Arcadia. Charge:

aggravated battery with a deadly weap-
on. Bond: none.

Ariel Kaylynn Lindgren, 19, no
address, Arcadia. Charges: possession
of a controlled substance without a
prescription and possession or use of
drug equipment. Bond: $2,000.

Ryan Scott Owens, 31, 2900 block of
S.W. Boll Weevil St., Arcadia. Charge:
violation of probation. Bond: none.

Robert Edward Primus Jr., 30, 800
block of S. Orange Ave., Arcadia. Charge:
battery on a police officer, firefighter or
EMT. Bond: none.

Melissa Kay Teague, 37, 3800 block
of N.W. Valencia St., Arcadia. Charge:
grand theft between $300-$5,000. Bond:
$1,500.

Susan Marie Worth 36, 3900 block
of N.W. Valencia St., Arcadia. Charge:
violation of probation. Bond: none.

Janikqua Lashawn Cobb, 24, Winter
Haven, Fl. Charge: out-of-county
warrant. Bond: $250.

Salvadore Herrejon Ortiz, 43, first
block of Park Place, Arcadia. Charge:
driving while license is suspended.
Bond: $120.

Tommy Gene Richardson, 28, 4400
block of S.W. Tulip Ave., Nocatee.
Charges: possession of less than 20
grams of marijuana, possession or use
of drug equipment, failure to register
motor vehicle, driving while license is
suspended and out-of-county warrant.
Bond: $1,560.

Ivan Dario Serna, 43, 2900 block of
S.W. Armadillo Drive, Arcadia. Charge:
battery. Bond: $1,000.

Fabian Denard Sheppard, 29, Tampa.
Charge: habitually driving while license
is suspended. Bond: $2,500.

Brandy Lyn Swartz, 25, 2900 block of
N.E. Washington St., Arcadia. Charge:
disorderly public intoxication. Bond:

$120.

Simchah Peleytah Delozier, 30, 7600
S.W. Rivedr St., Arcadia. Charge: failure
to appear. Bond: none.

Lisa Ann Calderon, 42, Punta
Gorda. Charges: escape, possession
of a controlled substance without a
prescription, possession or use of drug
equipment, resisting or obstructing an
officer without violence, and two counts
of assault on staff of a sexual predator
facility. Bond: $10,000.

Omar Masterkeyla Hillman, 35, no
address, Arcadia. Charges: trespass by
failing to leave property on owner’s
order, obstructing or resisting an officer
without violence, possession of a
controlled substance without a pre-
scription and possession or use of drug
equipment. Bond: $3,000.

William Thomas Meehan, 34, Lake
Worth. Charges: driving while license
is suspended, second offense, and
resisting an officer by refusing to accept
a citation or post bond. Bond: $620.

Ashley Jeanette Wells, 27, 11500 block
of S.W. Orange St., Arcadia. Charge:
grand theft between $300-$5,000. Bond:
$1,500.

Eugenio Hernandez Morales, 27,
Arcadia. Charges: resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer without violence, and
out-of-county warrant. Bond: none.

Jessica Ann Slagle, 34, 1200 block
of S.W. Fern Terrace, Arcadia. Charge:
violation of probation. Bond: none.

Reginald Zante Snell, 25, Wauchula.
Charge: violation of probation. Bond:
none.

Katrina Sue Strickland, 48, first block
of Michigan Ave., Arcadia. Charges:
possession of less than 20 grams of
marijuana and possession or use of
drug equipment. Bond: $1,000.

George Luis Chanza, 38, 1300 block
of N.E. Sunset Ave., Arcadia. Charges:
failure to register motor vehicle and
driving while license is suspended.
Bond: $240.

Xavier Rodriguez, 24, Fort Worth,
Texas. Charges: three counts of lewd
and lascivious behavior with victim age
12-18, four counts of lewd or lascivious

behavior by person 18 or over, and 25
counts of obscene communication by
using a computer to seduce, solicit or
lure a child. Bond: none.

Pedro Bautista, 48, Airport Road,
Arcadia. Charge: disorderly public
intoxication. Bond: $120.

The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office
reported the following arrest:

Kelley Opal Olvera, 37, 3700 block
of S.E. State Road 31, Arcadia. Charge:
retail theft of $300 or more, alone or
coordinating with others. Bond: $5,000.

The Sarasota County Sherift’s Office
reported the following arrests:

Luis Perez-Hernandez, 25, 1500 block
of 2nd Ave., Arcadia. Charges: driving
without a valid license and hit-and-run
by leaving scene of crash involving
property damage. Bond: $240.

Mario Olguin, 41, 2700 block of S.E.
Joshua Estates, Arcadia. Charges: DUI
with alcohol or drugs, second offense,
and DUI with property damage. Bond:
$1,000.

— Compiled by Susan E. Hoffman

ROADWATCH

B DESOTO COUNTY

U.S. Highway 17 from County Road
760A to Heard Street and within the
City of Arcadia — Crews are expanding
U.S. 17 to four lanes. The new roadway is
nearly complete and open with two lanes
of traffic northbound and southbound.
Expect daytime, intermittent single lane
closures on U.S. 17 for various project
completion activities. Motorists should
continue to observe the posted speed
limits. Please use caution and plan
additional travel time. Expected project
completion is spring 2018. The contractor
is Prince Contracting.

U.S. 17 from Livingston Street to
Hardee / Desoto County Line — Crews
will be milling and resurfacing the
roadway and improving drainage to
approximately 6.7 miles of roadway. The
contractor will also install curb and gut-
ters, guardrails and sidewalks. Motorists
should expect single lanes of both the
northbound and southbound lanes of
U.S. 17 to be closed Monday through
Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. to include
milling and resurfacing along mainline
lanes and drainage work adjacent to
roadway. Watch for crews and equipment
working close to the road. Observe posted
speed limits and drive with caution in the
construction zone. The contractor is AJAX
Paving Industries of Florida. Estimated
completion is spring 2018.

U.S. 17 at State Road 70/Hickory
Street — Crews are replacing the traffic
signal for southbound U.S. 17 traffic at
State Road 70/Hickory Street in Arcadia.
Motorists should expect lane closures
during daytime and nighttime hours
Monday through Friday, except during
the peak hours of 6 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. to 7 p.m. Flaggers will be onsite to
assist motorists. Motorists should drive
with caution in the construction zone and
possibly use an alternate route. Project
completion is expected early 2018. The
contractor is Ajax Paving Industries of
Florida.

State Road 72 at S.W. Rodgers Avenue
and S.W. Gator Trail — Watch for periodic
lane closures with flaggers directing
traffic as crews continue placing erosion
control devices, grading ditches and
constructing the detour at Gator Trail.
Crews will temporarily close Gator Trail
just south of State Road 72 and shift State
Road 72 traffic slightly north using the
westbound lane and shoulder. Motorists
will access Gator Trail through the detour
using SW Rodgers Avenue and Florida
Avenue while crews install a new box
culvert. This project includes adding box
culverts, grading ditches, reconstructing
roadway shoulders and adding guardrail
along the south side of State Road 72.
Expected completion is Summer 2018.
The contractor is Estep Construction Inc.
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Michael “Mike” Brown Waller

Michael “Mike” Brown Waller, age
53, died in Sarasota, Florida, on Jan.
15, 2018. Born on Oct. 31, 1964, Mike

o —~ was a lifelong resident of
| Arcadia, Florida. Mike is
predeceased by his par-
ents: Adrian “Brown” and
Beverly “Jane” Waller and
a sister, Betty Lynn Waller.
Mike is survived by
sisters Catherine (Larry)
Westberry of Englewood,
Fla.; Sandi (Kenneth) VanSickle of
Wauchula, Fla.; brother Ronn (Mary)
Thompson of Columbus, Ohio; neph-
ew Robert (Brittany) Coker, and two
great-nieces, Maison and Riley Coker
of Tampa, Fla.; his longtime friend and
caregiver, Beth Carsten, and his loyal
companion Bucky Waller. Mike leaves
behind many faithful friends who will
miss him greatly.

Mr. Waller began his career in
banking and later went on to work in
administration at DeSoto Memorial
Hospital. He would later get an
opportunity to work at a motor-coach
company in Arcadia which would take
him on a journey that eventually led to
his buying and owning the company
and property which is today Horizon
Coach.

Mike loved to sing. He was one of the
founding members of Master Sound,

a local singing group that traveled
throughout the country for 27 years.
Mike was always involved in ministry
at his church, first at Calvary Baptist
Church for many years, then singing
in the praise team at Murdock Baptist

Church, and lastly leading worship

at Oak Hill Baptist Church. Even
through his sickness, Mike continued
to lead worship, singing praises to his
Heavenly Father.

Mike loved to travel. He cruised, trav-
eled by train and went on road trips,
always looking for an adventure and
most importantly posting on Facebook
pictures of the “best meal he ever had.”

Mike loved the Arcadia Police
Department, where he served as an
auxiliary police officer for nine years.
He loved his Brothers in Blue and
served to support them in any way that
he could.

Mike was generous and kind, always
looking for an opportunity to help
someone in need. He loved his family.
He loved his friends. He loved his work
family. He loved his community. He
loved his pets. But most of all, he loved
his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Visitation will be held on (Friday)
Jan. 19, from 5-7 p.m., at Ponger-
Kays-Grady Funeral Home, 50 North
Hillsborough Ave., Arcadia, Fla. Funeral
services will be held on (Saturday)

Jan. 20, at 10 a.m., at Calvary Baptist
Church, 1509 East Oak St., Arcadia,
Fla. Interment to follow at Oak Ridge
Cemetery, Arcadia.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations to: Florida Cancer Specialists
Foundation, 5204 Paylor Lane,
Sarasota, Fla. 34240, or the Arcadia
Police Explorers, 725 North Brevard
Ave., Arcadia, Fla. 34266.

Online condolences can be made at
pongerkaysgrady.com. Ponger-Kays-
Grady Funeral Homes, Arcadia, are in
charge of the arrangements.

Robert “Bob” K. Carter

Robert “Bob” K. Carter, age 75,
passed away Jan. 3, 2018, at his home
in Arcadia, Fla. Mr. Carter was born
on April 27, 1942, in
Angola, Indiana, to
| the late Leland R. and
Beatrice I. (Kohl) Carter.
Bob moved to Arcadia,
Florida, seven years ago
from Paris, Tenn. Bob was
of the Baptist faith and a
member of Mt. Ephraim
Baptist Church, Arcadia.

Bob spent his working career and
retired after 20 years serving with the
United States Navy. He was a pilot and
enjoyed flying his plane, hunting and
making many things in his wood-work-
ing shop. Bob was always on the move,
creating cool items with his 3-D printer.

Bob Carter is survived by his loving
wife, Janet Carter of Arcadia, Fla.;
one son, Scott Salerno “Scooter” of
Clearwater, Fla., three daughters:
Elizabeth “Liz” (Jeremiah Soria) Salerno
of Commerce, Texas, Suzanne “Sue”
Salerno of Dixon, Tenn., and Sheila
Carter of Maryville, Tenn.; brothers
Tim Carter of Lansdale, Pa., and Phil
Carter of Adrian, Mich., and seven
grandchildren.

A celebration of Bob’s life will be
held at 2 p.m. on Jan. 20, 2018, at Mt.
Ephraim Baptist Church, 2865 SW
County Road 661, Arcadia, Fla., with
the Rev. Dana J. Spurgeon officiating.

Online condolences can be made
at pongerkaysgrady.com. Ponger-
Kays-Grady Funeral Homes have been
entrusted with the arrangements.

Edward C. Williams

Edward C. Williams, 69, of Arcadia,
Fla., died on Jan. 14, 2018. He was
born in Hardee County, Fla., July 26,
1943. Edward was a resident of DeSoto
County most of his life, coming from
Brandon, Fla. He was a member of
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Punta
Gorda, Fla. Edward worked as a correc-
tions officer for DeSoto Correctional
Institution.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, J.W. Williams and Edith Williams;
two sons-in-law, Richard Stone and
James Edwards.

Mr. Williams is survived by his loving
wife, Doris M. Williams, of Arcadia,
stepson Greg Herndon (Denise) of
Wauchula, Fla.; daughters Terri Allen
(Robert) of Arcadia, Fla.; Phyllis Stone
of Arcadia, Fla.; brother David Williams
(Alice) of Arcadia, Fla.; sisters Ruthie
Edwards of Okeechobee, Fla.; Margaret
Akins (Vaughn) of Arcadia, Fla.; grand-
children Richard Stone, Rachel Stone
and Robert G. Allen; great-grandchil-
dren Mackenzie Stone, Richard Stone
and Luke Stone.

Obituaries are accepted from funeral homes only.
There’s no charge for publishing an abbreviated death
notice. Full obituaries and repeat death notices will
be subject to an advertising charge.

Obituaries must be submitted to the Charlotte
Sun; call 941-206-1000 for details. Please send
e-mails to obituaries@sun-herald.com. The American
flag accompanying an obituary indicates a veteran of
the U.S. Armed Forces.

What’s love all about?

of God'’s creative plan. Two peo-

ple with different personalities,
backgrounds and gifts enter into a love
relationship that makes them one. It's
as old as the Garden of Eden, where the
first wedding contained words that have
been part of marriage ceremonies ever
since: “Therefore shall a man leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh.”

Some marriages are enjoyable. Others
are contests of quiet (or very loud)
desperation where both husband and
wife are trying to somehow endure to
the end; sometimes to the bitter end.
Today, too many marriages are going
down in flames, leaving broken hearts
and shattered lives that make miserable
memories for those who started out with
such great hopes ... and especially for
their children.

If your marriage is less than you hoped
it would be, here are four questions to
brighten your walk down Lover’s Lane:

Why not really fall in love?

Our misunderstanding of true love is
understandable. Hollywood has misled
us. Books about romance have muddied
the waters. Couples therefore come to
the altar with false expectations, thinking
their husband or wife will provide all
they need to be happy.

But true love is more about giving than
receiving.

This closest of all earthly bonds is to
be a tender one and much of the respon-
sibility for this tender touch falls to the
husband. A familiar quote, often heard
at weddings, says it well: “Woman was
made from the rib of Adam; not from his
foot to be under him, nor from his hand
to be ruled by him, but from his side to
be next to him, from under his arm to be
protected by him, from near to his heart
to be loved by him”

Why not build on each other’s strong
points?

Love isn't about putting each
other down but about lifting each

I ove and marriage are masterpieces

Roger Campbell

other up; not about criticism but about
encouragement.

What do you like about your wife?
What caused you to marry her? How
long has it been since you told her how
much you appreciate her for who she is
and what she does?

What is there about your husband that
moved you to want him to be your man?
Is he strong? Gentle? Faithful? Honest?
A good provider? Make a list of his
strengths and go over it often. See what
accentuating the positive does to your
marriage.

Why not express your affection often?

How long has it been since you found
a special way to express your love?

If you're stingy with your affection,
you're not living as God intends.

The late Dr. Oswald Smith, former
pastor of Toronto’s great People’s Church,
wrote: “You say you are too busy, too
weary and too old? Too busy for love?
Too weary to express your affection? Too
old to appreciate the touch of a lover’s
hand? Surely not!”

Some can't enjoy life together because
they are unwilling to forgive old wrongs.
How unlike the love of Christ their love
has become! He forgives us again and
again. Following His example will help
cold couples understand what love is all
about.

Roger Campbell was an author, a
broadcaster and columnist who was a
pastor for 22 years. A new book contain-
ing over 100 of his best columns, “Every-
where You Go There's a Zacchaeus Up a
Tree,” is now available at your local or
online bookseller. Contact us at rcminis-
try@ameritech.net.

CALENDAR
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B TUESDAY

+ DeSoto County Commission Board meets at 3 p.m. and 6:30
pm.inroom 103, County Administration Building, 201 E. Oak
St, Arcadia.

+ DeSoto County School Board meets at 5:30 p.m. every
second and fourth Tuesday in the School Board meeting room,
530 La Solona Ave., Arcadia.

« The DeSoto County Library will host a movie for seniors at
Tpm.

«Tuesday Night Quilters meet twice monthly at the Tumer
(ivic/Ag Center from 5:30-7 p.m. For more info call 494-4652.

« The Peace River Woodcarvers meet at 8 a.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church in Arcadia. For information, call Dale Weese at
941-740-4790.

- The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 6-10 a.m.
Monday through Friday at the Center for the Needy, 161.
Orange St.

« The Faith Mission holds a conversational English class from
10a.m.-11a.m. A coloring lub is available for kids during the
dass.

« Rotary Club of Arcadia meets at noon every Tuesday in the
McSwain Room at DeSoto Memorial Hospital.

«The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 9 a.m. to
noon every Tuesday at Trinity United Methodist Church, 304
W. Oak St.

« Freedom Fellowship Christian Ministries Support Group
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesday at 1528 N.E. Tumer Ave.

+Friendship Center, 219 W. Oak St, daily coffee and
conversation 9-10 a.m. Group games 10-11a.m. Lunch available
with a48-hr. advance notice; call 494-5965.

« Every Tuesday night, line dance dlass at the Palace Dance
Hall (17N). Beginners welcome. $3 donation. For more info, call
Jennie Martin at 494-2749.

« Weight Watchers meets every Tuesday at 6 p.m. at
(alvary Baptist Church, 1509 E. Oak St. For details visit
www. weightwatchers.com and “find a meeting” or call
800-651-6000.

+ DeSoto County Library holds Lego time at 3 p.m. Tuesdays
at 125N, Hillshorough Ave., Arcadia. Call 993-4851 for more
information.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous Second Tradition meets at 8 p.m. at
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church, 327 W. Hickory St.

+ A Hispanic Group meets at 8 pm. at La Clinica, 1901 10th
Ave.

« Suncoast Community Blood Bank is open from noon to 6
pm.today at 710 N. Brevard Ave. (US. 17 North), Arcadia. For
more information, call 993-9366.

B WEDNESDAY

« Been There Ranchers'and Farmers Club meets every 2nd
and 4th Wednesday. at 1 p.m., first dubhouse inside South
Entrance of Arcadia Village Country Club. North of Walmart,
Highway 70. Call Max R. Fitzpatrick at 863-494-6257. Free. Tours,
speakers, conversation, friends, fun — all welcome.

«The Al Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 6-10a.m.
Monday through Friday at the Center for the Needy, 1615.
Orange St.

« The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free meals every
Wednesday 11a.m.-12:30 pm. at Trinity United Methodist
Church, 304 W. Oak St.

« Friendship Center, 219 W. Oak St. Low impact exercises
from 9:30-10 a.m. Let’s Talk Food - share recipes, coupons, tips,
research, dietary from 10-11a.m. Lunch available with a 48-hr.
advance notice; call 494-5965.

« Hour of Power Prayer time is held at noon at Freedom
Fellowship Christian Ministries, 1528 N.E. Tumer Ave.

« AA“Brown Bagger” meetings are offered every Wednesday
at noon at Trinity United Methodist Church, 304 W. Oak St.

« Alcoholics Anonymous Serenity meets at 8 pm. at Grace
Lutheran Church, 900 W. Oak St. (State Road 70).

+"Art for Kids"is at 3 p.m. every Wednesday in the DeSoto
County Library’s children’s wing. This free program, sponsored by
the DeSoto County Arts and Humanities Council,is for elementary
school-aged children.

B THURSDAY

« DeSoto County Historical Society Research Library is open in
the Ingraham Seed House, 120 W. Whidden Street: 9am.to 1
pm. on Thursdays (except for the second Thursday of the month),
and second and fourth Saturdays, and by appointment.

«The John Morgan Ingraham House museum, 120 W.
Whidden St is open from 10a.m. to 1p.m. onThursdays, except
the second Thursday, and second and fourth Saturdays.

« Free blood pressure screenings administered by DeSoto
Memorial Home Health at the Friendship Center, 219W. Oak St.,
every second and fourth Thursday from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

« The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 9 a.m. to noon
every Thursday at Trinity United Methodist Church, 304 W. Oak St.

« Kiwanis meets at 6 p.m. Thursday at Beef O'Bradys.

«Friendship Center, 219W. Oak St, daily coffee and conversa-
tion 9-10a.m. Crafts or games in the Activity Room from 10-11
am. Lunch available with a 48-hr. advance notice; call 494-5965.

«The All Faiths Food Bank distributes free food 6-10a.m.
Monday through Friday at the Center for the Needy, 1615.
Orange St.

« DeSoto County Library story time is at 3 p.m. at 125 N.
Hillshorough Ave., Arcadia. Call 993-4851for more information.

« Faith Mission provides free lunches for anyone in need, 11
am.-12:30 p.m. 1109 S.E. 9th St, Arcadia. Donations gratefully
accepted.

« Alcoholics Anonymous Second Tradition meets at 7 p.m. at
St. Edmund's Episcopal Church, 327 W. Hickory St.
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Family Album

FAMILY ALBUM PHOTOS

Send us a photo to celebrate a birth, birthday,
engagement, wedding, anniversary, etc. The Arca-
dian will run it free. We must have it no later than
noon on Monday. Bring your photo to the office or
e-mail to Arcadian.editor@gmail.com

Happy birthday, Nathaniel!

| i

PHOTO PROVIDED

Nathaniel Holland Jr. celebrates birthday
No. 63 on Jan. 23. The Arcadian is the
father of two sons, eight grandchildren (4
boys/4 girls) and is a deacon at the Eliza-
beth Missionary Baptist Church in Arcadia.
We wish Nathaniel many happy returns.

ACADEMICARCADIANS!

Those Arcadia students named to
the South Florida State College fall se-
mester President’s List include: Safari
Akins, Romualdo Albiter Aguilar, Hollie
Altman, Edith Andrade, Allan Avila,
Rachel Baker, Kimberly Balbino, Angela
Banda, Rubi Barajas, Sirianeli Benitez,
Rachel Berndt, Suzanne Butler, Brandi
Carroll, Alexis Cisneros, Joshua
Clayton, Marvin Coronado-Lopez,
Chad Corriveau, Ainne Cortes, Hope
Cross, Amanda Damaso, Donovan
Day, Kattie Ellsworth, Estefani
Espinoza, Celine Fitzpatrick, Katherine
Gammage, Paulina Garcia-Nunez,
Jacqueline German, Maria Gonzalez,
Emma Heitman, Analiz Ibarra Villegas,
Liza Janes, Katelyn Jordon, Jessica
Kilgore, Helen Le, Aaron Lingerfelt,

Kolby Lipe, Mario Lozano, Stacy
Luther, Mishel Mandujano Manriquez,
Anette Manriquez, Yulisa Marroquin-
Camarillo, Kimberly Mattox, Jaylin
Maynard, Marelyn Medina Perez, Emily
Milstead, Lluvycela Moreno, Ethan
Morton, Rachel Muniz, Emmanuel
Munoz, Owen Olenych, Yeniza Perez,
Elayna Reichley, Tishonna Riley,
Esmeralda Sanchez, John Sanders,
Emily Smith, Heather Smith, Victor
Torres, Stephanie Whitmore, Kristina
Williams and Seth Zolkos.

Arcadians named to the Vice
President’s List include: Andrea
Alvarez, Treyton Backer, Victoria
Banda, Keirstyn Barrera, Anabel
Becerra, Shelby Bohn, Alexander
Cisneros, Eduardo Cisneros, Luis

Cisneros, Paige Clontz, Juliana Cobb,
Delaney Cole Boggess, Kelsey Collins,
Ernesto Contreras, Dalton Delaney,
Peyton Dodd, Juliana Espinoza,
Guadalupe Galaviz, Maria Garcia,
Angelica Garcia Alvarez, Ashlynn
Gibson, Tonya Gomez, Nancy
Guerrero-Tapia, Aston Harvey, Isabel
Hernandez, Samantha Kilgore, Jaime
Lopez, Vianney Manriquez, Laurel
Mercer, Flor Moreno Padilla, Kalyn
Murray, Darrel Nicklow Jr., Jakayla
Noble, Adriana Olvera, Oswaldo
Perez, Rachel Chloe, Victoria Ramirez,
Behatriz Rivera, Juan Rodriguez,
Hanna Rogers, Kimberly Rosas,
Micaela Ruiz, Jacqueline Sanchez,
Yesenia Sanchez, Harlee Scott and
Raquel Tellez.
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DeSoto Church Directory

... And Make Your Choice from our Church Directory

“Take Jesus with you
wherever you go”

First Church of the See your Church < Sece Your Grace I.Utheran
Nazarene in this spot for Communlty Church in this Church, LcMs
A LGHTHOUSE IN 0 . t
COMMONITY FOR 55 YEARS only G OS P el S 1n g Foip(;)nly 1004 W. Oak Street
132 W Gibson Street s 10 oo Rev. Anthony Arias
Arcadia FL 34266 ® 2 6 h 7. OO PM $10‘00 Pastor
863-244-8320 Weekly J allllal'y th-¢: Ca?lv"lr‘zflll(i! at Adult Sunday School
gy sered 050 | Contact Tami Mt. Ephraim Baptist Church 494-5201 Su ;J;;) (\)N/z)::hip
The VOICE of God will | 494-5201 2865 SW County Rd. 661 Arcadia for morc 11:00 AM
WORD of God for more information|  To register to sing call 863-990-8458 details. All Welcome!
pRESI];I%‘TSETRI AN lf" Fort Ogden See your Church Kiflgs Way See your Church
CHURCH United Methodist Church §  in this spot for B:p::ﬂ: P:?rfl; in this spot for
ey | onswes. | omly Tt only
Rev: Bill Leng 863.494.3881 s 10.00 6200 N.E. Cubitis Ave. s 10.00
Mission: Sunday Worship 10:00AM ® (941) 915-1961 °

Nursery & Children’s
Church Provided

Mt. Ephraim Baptist Church
“THE CHURCH IN THE ORANGE GROVE™
SUN. SCHOOL 9:45AM

weekly weekly

Sunday School - 10:00 am

(253 N. Hillsborough Ave.)

Pastor Ellis Cross

863-494-3455

Thursday Youth Group 6pm

5104 NW Oak Hill Ave.
863-494-6224

Pastor Dr. Howell Upchurch

Youth & Children

863- 494-0044
9am Children Church
9am Contemporary Service

Sunday School 9:30 am 10am Sunday School
Worship 11:00 AM Sunday Worship 10:45am f§ 1lam Traditional Service
Evening Worship 6:00pm W ;md «?:006[)53 Wednesday Adult, Youth &
i . £0RC0RY ViV P Children’s Programs 7 PM
Wednesday 6.30])[11 for Prayer Group, Nursery Alwaybs Available

www.pinelevelume.com

www.EpiscopalArcadiaFL.com

(70 W at Manatee)
863-494-0485

HOLY EUCHARIST
Sunday 8 & 10 am

Misa en espanol Dom 6pm

304 W, Oak Street + 494-2543
Sunday Morning Worship
Starting at 9:30 am
Sunday School 10:45 am
Sun. 4:30 p.m. UMYF
Wed. 6:30 pm Bible Study
Nursery Available
Pastor Louic Mabrey
View Service at:
trinityarcadia.com

Worship: Monday AA & Contact Tami | Sunday I‘éj’\"/“il“égl'll 100amft Contact Tami "EVENING G:00PM
11:00am Traditional Worship AL Anon 7:30PM 494- 520 1 Rew 3015 - And srhococuer was 49 4 - 5 20 1 WEDNESDAY 6:30PM
CB.SUHI, Family Oriented Wednesday Bible Studay [ [ not found written in the book of [ * %A865 SWF(IEI§42261
Sunday School 945 am, YTANLEPM for more information | i o imeshe take ot e, | for more information sgus, L AL
North _ PINE LEVEL ¥ ot Edmund’s |¢- Trinity United
Hi“sbomu gh Dak Hill Baptist UNITED METHODIST N Methodist Church
B ist Ch h v ey CHRIST CENTERED, CHRIST LED. EPISCOP al Church “To know Christand
aptlst urc 9596 Pine Level 5t., Arcadia 327 W. HiCkory St. to make Him known LO ’/'d

Jill your
heart
with love.
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Nav-A-Gator Grill sold,
keeping diner’s fun character,
energizing the menu

By CRAIG GARRETT

ARCADIAN EDITOR

Port Charlotte’s Jesse and Shauna
Shows have taken ownership of the Nav-
A-Gator Grill in Lake Suzy in northwest-
ern DeSoto County.

The young couple and a childhood
friend are focused on rebranding and
energizing the Nav-A-Gator’s menu,
emphasizing freshly made dressings
and slaws, barbecue sauces and fresh-
catch seafood and other personalized
changes they've acquired while paying
dues in the food trade — Jesse, 35, and
Shauna, 30, are career food-service
workers. They’ll introduce daily lunch
and dinner specials too, said Jesse
Shows, or “our kind of culinary mag-
ic.” The seven-day diner closes at 10
p-m. on Fridays and Saturdays; 8 p.m.
otherwise.

The Shows have brought Port
Charlotte’s Billy Barton to diversify and
freshen the diner’s menu. Barton is a

lifelong friend and had worked with

the Shows at other restaurant/enter-
tainment venues in Port Charlotte; but
always the trio angling toward their own
venture. “I couldn't think of not being
here with [them],” Barton said of joining
the Shows as their menu advisor and
kitchen executive.

The Nav-A-Gator Grill restaurant/ma-
rina/rental complex dates to 1994, when
(Capt.) Dennis and Nancy Kirk erected
and nurtured what became a legendary
hotspot for its mix of festive fun with
the vanishing flavor of an old Florida
hangout. The trop-rock entertainer Jim
Morris performed at the Nav-A-Gator
Grill, for example. The place snuggled in
along the Peace River, however, report-
edly was once a trading post, bait shop
and other enterprises through time.

The Shows purchased the restaurant,
its trademark rights, souvenir conces-
sions and all the goodies that go with the
easy-going, 90-seat diner just off Kings
Highway. The Kirks are keeping the boat

PHOTO BY CRAIG GARRETT

Nav-A-Gator Grill's new leadership team is culinary advisor Billy Barton (left), owners Shauna
Shows and Jesse Shows. The couple’s son, Jayden, is pictured.

tours, rentals, boat ramp and the mari-
na. Dennis Kirk had turned away other
suitors seeking to purchase the couple’s
landmark restaurant.

“They didn't want to keep it old
Florida,” he said, immediately favoring
the Shows and their millenial business
vision. The Kirks will continue to
promote the ecology of the Peace River
region, fish and fly the family’s seaplane.

Jesse Shows on the Friday before
taking possession of the Nav-A-Gator

Grill sold a family business in Port
Charlotte. The following Monday he

and Shauna were ordering supplies and
running the dream diner the couple had
imagined from their years together. Jesse
Shows, in fact, has family photos of guest
visits to the Nav-A-Gator Grill, he said. “I
know we're going to be super busy. I'm
excited,” he said while drilling in a new
ring-hook device outside the front entry,
which is an old-school move at a Florida
business expecting wait times.

Arcadia Garden Club speaker explains Trophic Cascades

SUBMITTED By JAMIE PIPHER
ARcADIA GARDEN CLUB

Arcadia Garden Club met on Jan.

1, with 20 members and guests in
attendance.

Guests were Dawn Marie Skjelmosed,
Jackie Miranda and Joanna Kennedy.
Recognized for birthdays were Iris
Varner, Dorothy Miller, Forest Reynolds
and Marian Robertson. Invocation was
conducted by Jeanne Lloyd. Lunch was
a buffet of many delicious selections,
including traditional black-eyed peas to
bring good luck for the new year. Sherry
Miraldi provided a devotional on being
humble: “Put the needs of others first and
live humbly by being an example of love.”

Linda Waters, local Florida Master
Naturalist, spoke on Trophic Cascades,

a term that was not familiar to most
members. Missionwolf.org provides a
description of the process: The term
“trophic” refers to the different levels of
a food chain. The term “cascade” refers
to something occurring in a series or in
a succession of stages, so that each stage
derives something from the preceding
stage. For example, picture a small
stream flowing through the woods,

then the stream comes to a waterfall, or
cascade. As the stream falls over the edge
of the waterfall/cascade, it hits a rock and
splits, then each of those waterfalls hits

8.
PHOTOS PROVIDED

Speaker Linda Waters (left) discusses program
points with Dawn Marie Skjelmosed.

another rock and splinters again.

You end up with a single stream
scattering into many waterfalls/cascades.
As cascades pertain to our ecosystems,
we are learning that a large predator at
the top of the food chain is like the little
stream; it significantly affects the rest of
the ecosystem.

Waters provided an example of trophic
cascades by showing a YouTube video
entitled “How Wolves Changed Rivers.”
The creation of Yellowstone National Park
did not provide protection for wolves or
other predators, and predator-control
programs in the first decades of the 1900s
helped eliminate the gray wolf from
Yellowstone. The last wolves were killed
in Yellowstone in 1926. During the 70
years wolves were removed, the ecosys-
tem was radically changed.

The wolves were reintroduced in
1995. Since wild wolves have returned to
Yellowstone, the elk and deer are stron-
ger, the aspens and willows are healthier
and the grasses taller. For example, when
wolves chase elk, the elk are forced to run
faster. As the elk run, their hooves aerate
the soil, allowing more grasses to grow.
Since the elk cannot remain stationary
for too long, aspens and willows in one
area are not heavily grazed and, there-
fore, can fully recover between migra-
tions. Because of additional plant life, the
river had less erosion.

As with the rest of the country, coyote
populations were nearly out of control in
Yellowstone before the wolves returned.
Now, the coyotes have been out-compet-
ed and essentially reduced by 80 percent
in areas occupied by wolves. The coyotes
that do remain are more skittish and
wary. With fewer coyotes hunting small
rodents, raptors such as the eagle and
osprey have more prey and are making
a comeback. By starting recovery at the
top of the cascade with predators such as
wolves, the whole system benefits.

Water’s ecosystem-focused program
was a reminder to the group of the

The next meeting of the Arcadia Garden information about AGC and its activities,

Club is 12 p.m. Feb. 5 at the Garden Club
building, 1005 W. Magnolia St., Arcadia.
Gil MacAdam, Florida Master Naturalist,
will provide a slide presentation and
discussion regarding bromeliads.

The public is welcome to attend
as a guest of the club. For more

go to: https://www.facebook.com/
ArcadiaFloridaGardenClub and click the
“Like” button. For an electronic copy of
the AGC Newsletter, to receive a meeting
reminder or if you are interested in being
a presenter, send an email to: garden-
clubarcadia@gmail.com.

ONE CALL & ONE DAY

CAN CHANGE YOUR TOMORROW

y AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS"

STARTING AS LOW AS

FOR UPPER OR LOWER

EXTRACTIONS
STARTING AT

ECONOMY DENTURES

FREE

$50 OFF

(D7140)

CONSULT & X-RAY

FOR NEW DENTURE PATIENTS

ECONOMYPLUS
OR
HIGHER DENTURE

w AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS"
MARC A. SANDER, DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP, GENERAL DENTISTRY

AFFORDABLE DENTURES-AVON PARK, P.A.
HIGHLANDS PLAZA « 1036 US 27 SOUTH

AVON PARK FL 33825

FOR MORE INFO CALL

863-784-0463

EXPIRES 04/27/2018

importance of staying informed regard-
ing the environment. Knowing what
happens when we remove or add a
species is essential in maintaining our
own landscapes, as well as promoting
ecologically sound public policy.
Attendees were advised of new Garden
Club signage that will be posted on U.S.
Highway 17. All members were reminded
to prepare for the annual spring plant
sale that will be held (Saturday) Feb. 24 at
the Arcadia Garden Club, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Varner and Dorothy Miller.

Offer good only at designated location. $50 denture discount good on any individual denture purchase at the EconomyPlus level or
higher - Coupon must be presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with any other coupon, discount, package
price or prior order. Offer may change or end without notice. Limit one coupon per person. Minimum estimated value of Consult
and X-Ray is $75, and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray. Same-day service on Economy Dentures in most cases, call for details. Addi-
tional fees may be incurred depending on individual cases. Advertised fees effective through 04/27/18 These are minimum fees and
charges may increase depending on the treatment required.

These are minimum fees and charges may increase depending on the treatment required. Coupon expires 04/27/18 and may
change without notice.

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE
REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION,OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN
72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR
TREATMENT.

201614

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

adno=3533609
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Sunsational Sellers

Arcadia * Englewood ¢« North Port ¢ Port Charlotte * Punta Gorda ¢ Venice
4 Ways To Place an Ad

FREE ADS! Go to sunnewspapers.net and
run for 7 duTs in Brinl and online. FREE AD

be placed online.

are

gmluce ?rour FREE 3 line merchandise ad. Your ad will
or merchandise under $500 and the ad must
ne ifem per ad and the price must appear in the ad. Some restrictions apply.

°8.00)

’9.95

Merchandise value up fo $500. Private Party  Merchandise valued up fo $501 to $1,000.

Ads. 3 Lines for 7 Days. Price must be in ad.
No Refunds. Some restrictions opply.

Private Party Ads, 3 Lines for 7 Doys. Price must
be in ad. No refunds. Some restrictions apply.

PHOTO SPECIAL ADD A PHOTO FOR ONLY $10

Classifications

LOCAL CALL 863-494-7600 Real Estate 1000

Employment 2000

LOCAL FAX 863-494-3533 LKLY

EMAIL

tjewell@sun-herald.com

Financial 4000

SP20648

Business Service 5000
Merchandise /Garage Sales 6000

WEBSITE SUNNEWSPAPERS.NET/CLASSIFIEDS Transportation/Boats 7000

2001 HELP WANTED

3116 NOTICE OF ACTION

3120 NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Learn to Drive a Truck
Get your Commercial Driver's
License today at South
Florida State College.
Scholarships are available to
eligible participants.

863-784-7033

UTH
%f SELORIDA

State College

MasTec

Utility Services

CAREER FAIR~9a-2p Jan 26
CareerSource Heartland
5901 US Hwy 27 S., Ste 1,
Sebring FL. 813-505-2463

2030 MEDICAL

T "
= Centurion
of Florida
RNs & LPNs
Looking for a new and exciting
career that will both challenge
and enhance your skills?
Centurion of FL is seeking RNs
and LPNs to work a variety of
days/shifts at Charlotte
Correctional Institution in Punta
Gorda and DeSoto Annex in
Arcadia. Offering great pay &
benefits! Apply online at
www.mhmcareers.com or
contact Meghan Rodriguez at
724-302-0891 or
merodriguez@mhmcareers.com

Turn your
trash into
cash!
Advertise

your yard
sale!

2050 SKILLED TRADES

el |
: u; R vy eid f‘F:
1 SIGN ON BONUS 4
1 EVERY JOB! |
IxCONCRETE FINISHERS- 1
IWILL TRAIN! flat work, side-1
jwalks and curbs.
1 * DOZER OPERATORS
I1\7TOPMEN/TAILMAN for
gPipe crew

* SHOP HELPER
1%TEST TECHNICIAN
1 Apply: 3801 N Orange Ave 1

1 SRQ, FL 34234 1
1 jobsatderrT\éV(g)E@gmail.com I

CaslamaRriil |

2070 SALES
S\
IPESWIU
oty SUTVSVER i Jeap
$2500

SIGNING BONUS!!

Need a New Career Challenge?
Car Sales are Booming at
DeSoto DCFJ. Come Join SW
Florida's Premier Sales Team!

Aggressive Internet
Program - Cross Selling
Encouraged
SW Florida’s Largest Used
Inventory
Full Benefit Package
Paid Vacation
401k and Profit Sharing
Training Assistance and
Relocation Allowance

Contact Ken Williams, GSM
863.494.4848
ken@desotoautomall.com
Drug Free Workplace / EOE

“Where life’s better in
\ the country” /
3090 LOST & FOUND

FOUND DOG IN ARCADIA
Proof of ownership required
863-266-1447

MISSING HUSKY

Went missing Tuesday morning
between 3am-5am off of 4th
Ave. If found please contact

Miguel 863-303-7445

3116 NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN
AND FOR DESOTO COUNTY,
FLORIDA GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
CASE NO.
2017CA000611AXMA

JAMES B. NUTTER & COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

VS,
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFI-
VISEE

CIARIES, DEVISEES,
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS,

TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS
WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST
IN THE ESTATE OF JOSEPH F.
NllASTERSON, DECEASED. et.

to be dead or alive, and all par-
ties having or claiming to have
any right, title or interest in the
property described in the mort-
gage being foreclosed herein.
TO: JOSEPHF. MASTER-
SON,.

whose residence is unknown
and all parties having or claim-
ing to have any right, title or in-
terest in the property described
in the mortgage being fore-
closed herein.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED
that an action to foreclose a
mortgage on the following prop-

erty:

UNIT 905, NORTH SHORE AT
KINGSWAY, A CONDO-
MINIUM, ACCORDING TO
THE DECLARATION OF CON-
DOMINIUM, FILED

JUNE 20, 1997, IN OFFICIAL
RECORDS BOOK 386,
PAGES 563 THRU 719 IN-
CLUSIVE, AS AMENDMENTS
THERETO FILED IN OFFICIAL
RECORDS BOOK 392, PAGE
266; OFFICIAL RECORDS
BOOK 396, PAGE 997; OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 397,
PAGE 548; OFFICIAL
RECORDS BOOK 403, PAGE
83; OFFICIAL RECORDS
BOOK 407, PAGE 586; OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 407,
PAGE 588, OFFICIAL
RECORDS BOOK 407, PAGE
590; OFFICIAL RECORDS
BOOK 407, PAGE 594; OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 407,
PAGE 596; AND OFFICIAL
RECORDS BOOK 407, PAGE
600, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF DESOTO
COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO-
GETHER WITH THE COMMON
ELEMENTS APPURTENANT
THERETO, AS DESCRIBED IN
THE DECLARATION.

has been filed against you and
you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any,
to it on counsel for Plaintiff,
whose address is 6409 Con-
gress Avenue, Suite 100, Boca
Raton, Florida 33487 on or be-
fore January 18, 2018 (30 days
from Date of First Publication of
this Notice) and file the original
with the clerk of this court either
before service on Plaintiff's at-
torney or immediately there-
after; otherwise a default will be
entered against you for the relief
demanded in the complaint or
petition filed herein. WITNESS
my hand and the seal of this
Court at DeSoto County, Florida,
this 16th day of January, 2018.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BY: /s/ B. Wynn

DEPUTY CLERK

Published: January 18, 25,
2018

al. 331723 3537668
Defelrcld(?{l'ltgé OF ACTION

CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE 3120 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS,
BENEFICIARIES,  DEVISEES, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, TWELFTH JUDICIAL
LIENORS, CREDITORS,

TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS
WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST
IN THE ESTATE OF JOSEPH F.
MASTERSON, DECEASED,

whose residence is unknown if
he/she/they be living; and if
he/she/they be dead, the un-
known defendants who may be
spouses, heirs, devisees,
grantees, assignees, lienors,
creditors, trustees, and all par-
ties claiming an interest by,
through, under or against the
Defendants, who are not known

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR DESOTO

COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF

MAEBELL ALBRITTON,

Deceased.

CASE NO. 2018CP000002

PROBATE DIVISION

JUDGE: KIMBERLY BONNER
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Summary Administration

MAEBELL ALBRITTON,

Deceased, File

No.

2018CP000002, is pending in
the Circuit Court for DESOTO
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is
115 East Oak Street, Arcadia,
Florida 34266. The names and
addresses of the Petitioner and
the Petitioner’s attorney are set
forth below.

All persons having claims
against this estate who are
served with a copy of this notice
are required to file with this
court such claim within the later
of three months after the date of
the first publication of this notice
or 30 days after the date of
service of a copy of this notice
on that person.

Persons having claims against
the estate who are not known to
the Petitioner and whose names
or addresses are not reasonably
ascertainable, must file all
claims against the estate within
three months after the date of
the first publication of this no-
tice.

ALL CLAIMS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.

The date of first publication of
this notice is January 18, 2018.
PAUL BENNETT SEUSY, P.A.

Attorney for Petitioner

203 West Oak Street

Arcadia, Florida 34266
863-491-7285

888-430-5940 Facsimile
E-Mail: paul@paulseusy.com
By: Paul Bennett Seusy, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 0690252
Manard Orain Albritton,Petitioner
2818 SW Boll Weevil Road
Arcadia, FL 34266

Publish: January 18, 25, 2018
325434 3537039

3122 NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
12TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR  DESOTO  COUNTY,
FLORIDA.

CASE No. 14 2008 CA 001168
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MEL-
LON (FKA THE BANK OF NEW
YORK), SUCCESOR TO JPMOR-
GAN CHASE BANK N.A., IN
TRUST FOR REGISTERED HOLD-
ERS OF BEAR STEARNS ASSET
BACKED SCURITIES 2006-2,
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2006-2

Plaintiff,

vS.
MEDINA-CENDEJAS, ANA, et.
al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
SALE PURSUANT TO
CHAPTER 45 OF THE
FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur-
suant to an Order or Final Judg-
ment entered in Case No. 14
2008 CA

001168 of the Circuit Court of
the 12TH Judicial Circuit in and
for DESOTO County, Florida,

3122 NOTICE OF 3122 NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE FORECLOSURE
wherein, THE BANK STREET, ARCADIA, FL

OF NEW YORK MELLON (FKA
THE BANK OF NEW YORK), SUC-
CESOR TO JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK
N.A., IN TRUST FOR REGIS-
TERED HOLDERS OF BEAR
STEARNS ASSET BACKED SCU-
RITIES 2006-2,
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2006-2, Plaintiff, and,
MEDINA-CENDEJAS, ANA, et.
al., are
Defendants, Clerk of the Circuit
Court, Nadia K. Daughtrey, will
sell to the highest bidder for
cash at, DESOTO
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 115
EAST OAK STREET, ARCADIA,
FL 34266,
www.desotoclerk.com, at the
hour of
11:00 AM., on the 1 st day of
February, 2018, the following
described property:
BEGINNING AT THE INTER-
SECTION OF THE PROLON-
GATION OF THE NORTH LINE
OF LOT 4 OF BLOCK 25,
ORIGINAL SURVEY OF THE
CITY OF ARCADIA, FLORIDA,
WITH THE EAST LINE OF
MONROE AVE; THENCE S 21
DEGREES W ALONG THE E
LINE OF MONROE AVE 80
FEET; THENCE S 69 DE-
GREES E 143 FEET; THENCE
N 21 DEGREES E, PARALLEL
WITH THE EAST LINE OF
MONROE AVE, 80 FEET TO
THE PROLONGATED N LINE
OF SAID LOT 4; THENCE N
69 DEGREES W ALONG THE
PROLONGATED N LINE OF
SAID LOT 4, 143 FEET TO
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING.
Any person claiming an inter-
est in the surplus from the sale,
if any, other than the property
owner as of the date of the Lis
Pendens must file a claim within
60 days after the sale.
DATED this 10th day of January,
2018
GREENSPOON MARDER, P.A.,
100 West Cypress Creek Road
Trade Centre South, Suite 700
Fort Lauderdale, Fl 33309
Telephone: (954) 343 6273
Hearing Line: (888) 491-1120
Facsimile: (954) 343 6982
Email 1:
Email 2:
gmforeclosure@gmlaw.com
By:

Phillip Lastella, Esq.
Florida Bar No.
IMPORTANT

If you are a person with a
disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to
participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision
of certain assistance. Please
contact the Clerk of the
Court's disability coordinator
at DESOTO COUNTY JURY
OFFICE, 115 EAST OAK

34266, 863-993-4876. at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appear-
ance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if
the time before the sched-
uled appearance is less than
7 days; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711.
Publish: 01/18/18 & 01/25/18
146548 3536129

3128 NOTICE OF PERMIT

Notice is hereby given that the
Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District has received
an application for a renewal of
water use permit application
number 20007957.014 from
Turner Groves Citrus Limited
Partnership, 3602 Colonial
Court, Fort Myers, FL 33913, to
withdrawl water from wells. Ap-
plication received: October 19,
2017. Predominant use type:
agricultural. Quantity:
3,170,000 gpd Average Annual;
21,669,850 gpd Peak Month;
79,212,800 gpd Maximum Day.
Location: Sections 3, 4,9 & 10
Township 37 South Range 26
East, and sections
21,22,23,26,27,28,33 & 34
Township 36 South Range 26
East in Desoto County. This ap-
plication is available for public in-
spection Monday through Friday
at 7601 US Highway 301 North,
Tampa, FL 33637, or through
the “Application & Permit Search
Tools” function on the District's
website at
www.watermatters.org/per-
mits/. Interested persons may
inspect a copy of the application
and submit written objections
and comments concerning the
application within 14 days from
the date of this notice.

Publish: January 18, 2018
375403 3536187

Notice is hereby given that the
Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District has received
an Environmental Resource per-
mit application number 756804
from Oak Stone, LLC, 2502 N.
Rocky Point Drive, Suite 1050,
Tampa, FL 33607. Application
received: December 04, 2017.
Proposed activity: Residential
subdivision development. Proj-
ect name: Oak Stone Subdivi-
sion. Project size: 642.15
acres. Location: Section 29,
Township 39 South, Range 23
East, in Desoto County. Out-
standing Florida Water: no.
Aquatic preserve: no. The appli-
cation is available for public in-
spection Monday through Friday
at Sarasota District office, 6750
Fruitvile Road, Sarasota, FL
34240. Interested persons may
inspect a copy of the application
and submit written comments
concerning the application.
Comments must include the per-




The Sun / Thursday, January 18,2018

www.sunnewspapers.net Page 13 | Arcadian

3128 NOTICE OF PERMIT

mit application number and be
received within 14 days from the
date of this notice. If you wish to
be notified of agency action or
an opportunity to request an ad-
ministrative hearing regarding
the application, you must send
a written request referencing the
permit application number to the
Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District, Regulation
Performance Management De-
partment, 2379 Broad Street,
Brooksville, FL 34604-6899 or
submit your request through the
District's website at www.water-
matters.org. The District does
not discriminate based on dis-
ability. Anyone requiring accom-
modation under the ADA should
contact the Regulation Perform-
ance Management Department
at (352)796-7211 or
1(800)423-1476, TDD only
1(800)231-6103.

Publish: January 18,25, 2018
216595 3536768

3138 OTHER NOTICES

Notice is hereby given that the
Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District has

received an application for a
modification of water use permit
application number
20006765.013 from QC Han-
cock Grove, LLC to withdraw
water from wells and/or
surface waters Application re-
ceived: January 12, 2018. Pre-
dominant use type:

agricultural. Quantity:
1,646,900 gpd. Location: Sec-
tion(s) 24-19 Township 39
East, Range(s) 25-26 South, in
DeSoto County. The application
is available for

public  inspection  Monday
through Friday at 7601 U.S.
Highway 301 North,

Tampa, Florida 33637 or
through the “Application &amp;
Permit Search Tools”

function on the District's website
at www.watermatters.org/per-
mits/. Interested

persons may inspect a copy of
the application and submit writ-
ten objections and

comments concerning the appli-
cation within 14 days from the
date of this notice.

The District does not discrimi-
nate based on disability. Anyone
requiring

accommodation under the ADA
should contact the Regulation
Bureau at (813)985-

7481 or 1(800)836-0797, TDD
only 1(800)231-6103.

Publish: January 18, 2018
400515 3537767

Find your Best
Friend in the
Classifieds!

To Whom It May Concern:

You are hereby notified that | will
offer for sale and sell at public
auction to the highest and best
bidder for cash the following de-
scribed livestock: One (1) Black
Angus Bull calf with yellow ear
tag#26 at 12:00 on the 24th
day of January 2018 at the fol-
lowing place Arcadia Stockyard
2179 NE Earnest St. Arcadia,
FL 34266 to satisfy a claim in
the sum of $405.00 for fees,
expenses for feeding and care
and costs hereof.

Date: 04/18/2018

James F. Potter, DeSoto County
Sheriff

By: Lt Rhonda Walker Deputy
Sheriff

Published: 01/18/18

105373 3536486

6001 ARCADIA AREA
GARAGE SALES

3 FAMILY YARD SALE
Sat. 01/20/18 83
5344 SW Provau Ave
Baby, women, household etc..

6001 ARCADIA AREA
GARAGE SALES

MULTI-FAMILY
Annual Brookside Bluff
Condominium’s Garage Sale
Bake sale, crafts, furniture &
lots more. Food & drinks avail-
able for purchase.
7750 Golf Blvd, Zolfo Springs
Sat., 01/27/2018 85

6035 FURNITURE

[ BUNKBED =
brand new never used with
nice thick mattresses $500

941-249-0592

MATTRESS AND BOX. New
will sell $100 941-629-5550

6130 SPORTING GOODS

BIKE, NEW TIRES, GREAT
SHAPE $50.
863-231-8519

6135 BICYCLES/
TRICYCLES

BATTERY $400
216-410-0090

6161 OUTDOOR LIVING

SET UP FOR KAYAKS $120
269-838-3075

6250 APPLIANCES

[ 2005 KENMORE ELITE |
WHITE REFRIGERATOR W/
WATER IN DOOR $125
941-952-9602

NEED CASH?
Have A Garage
Sale!

6260 MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

NEW 12D REDWING PECOS
WESTERN BOOTS
INSULATED WATERPROOF
STEEL TOE METQUARD
BROWN S100
863-244-8266

$50 941-952-9602

7220 VOLKSWAGEN

2014 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
$12,500 Red 4 door sedan
21,000 miles 863-263-4633

A

IN THE
CLASSIFIED
YOU CAN.....

/Find a Pet

vFind a Car

v/Find a Job

vFind Garage Sales
vFind A New Employee
/Sell Your Home

v Sell Your Unwanted
Merchandise

v Advertise Your
Business or Service

Classified -
it's the reliable
source for the

right results

7260 AUTOS WANTED

WE BUY &
PICK UP JUNK CARS
941-661-1928

CLUES ACROSS

1.

5.

8.
12.
14.
15.
16.
18.
19.
20.
.Onthe :running away
22.
23.
26.
30.
31.
32.
33.

21

Make ale

Residue

Female parent

Succulent plants

OJ’s judge

Czech river

Embarrassing predicament
NHL legend Bobby
Sunfish

One who acclaims

Oklahoma’s “Wheat Capital”
The Golden State
Merrymake

Siberian nomads
Pock-marked

Baleen whale

Leaf-footed bug genus

CLUES DOWN

O 01NN B WN —

10.

11.
13.
17.
24.

25

Z
O
|—
i)
—
Q
p)
L
—
N
N
i
Al

. Crush

. Razorbill genus

. “Full House” actress Loughlin
. Bluish green

. Garlic mayonnaise

. Attacks repeatedly

. Secretion

. Special instance

. A handsome youth loved

by Aphrodite

Tree genus in the
mahogany family
Israeli city
Formed a theory
Remove

Type of light

. Repeats
26.
27.
28.

Certified public accountant
River in eastern France
Returned material
authorization (abbr.)

34.
39.
42.
44.
46.
47.
49.
50.
51.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

29.
35.
. Not even
37.
38.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
47.
48.
49.
52.
53.
54.
55.

36

Treasure

Tanzanian shilling

Changed

Intestinal pouches

Walked in a celebratory way
South American mountain chain
Jai _, sport

Consumed

Firm

Pubs

Leafy drink

Cured

Northern wind of France
Tax collector

Respite from the sun
American spy Aldrich
Central Standard Time
Myanmar ethnic group

Special _ : military group
Ribonucleic acid

Power transmission belt
Doctor of Education
Type of nerve

Types of tops

Large primate

Flooded, low-lying land
Gritty

Gets up

Stake

Not the most

Swedish rock group
Expresses pleasure
Expression of boredom
Queen of Sparta

Where Adam and Eve were
placed at the Creation

omid4(>»|r|clO|m|T|®w

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr
20

It is time to take a relationship
to a new level, Aries. You are
confident you know just the way
to accomplish this. Enjoy the
excitement that comes with this
new beginning.

TAURUS — Apr 21/
May 21

Taurus, many things are on
your plate, but you don't feel
overwhelmed at all. In fact, you're
ready to lend a helping hand to
anyone who needs one.

GEMINI — May 22/
Jun 21

Recreation is the name of the
game this week, Gemini. Coming
off of a busy period, you are
anxious to put your feet up for
a few days. Book that vacation
right now.

CANCER — Jun 22/
Jul 22

Use your intuition in regard to
others’ feelings this week, Cancer.
Give someone who needs it a
little leeway, and your thought-
fulness will be appreciated.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, if you think change will
do you some good, then it is
time to make it happen. Embrace
the excitment that comes with
making changes.

VIRGO — Aug 24/
Sept 22

Thanks to a spark of creativity,
your plans may change this week,
Virgo. Grab someone who is up
for an unexpected adventure to
join the journey.

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct
23

Libra, a financial windfall has
given you some extra spending
money. While you may want to
splurge, the practical side of you
knows some saving is in order.

SCORPIO — Oct 24/
Nov 22

Scorpio, some things may be
beyond your control this week,
and that is okay. The measure of
success will be how well you can
adapt to the changes ahead.

SAGITTARIUS — Nov
23/Dec 21

Home improvements may
be in your future, Sagittarius.
Projects could be just what the
doctor ordered to chase away any
feelings of cabin fever that may
develop.

CAPRICORN — Dec
22/Jan 20

Capricorn, although the digital
age has taken over, this week you
might be ready to unplug for a
while. Stock up on some bhooks
that can fuel your imagination.

AQUARIUS — Jan 21/
Feb 18

Lend an ear to someone who
has to get a few things off of his
or her chest, Aquarius. You do not
have to offer solutions. Just being
there will be assistance enough.

PISCES — Feb 19/
Mar 20

Don't leave any stone unturned
when seeking a solution this
week, Pisces. The least expected
avenue may be the right one.
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Exciting finish not enough in 63-59 DeSoto loss

By STEVE KNAPP

ARCADIAN SPORTS EDITOR

The crowd at the DeSoto-Hardee
varsity boys basketball game certainly
got their money’s worth. The 63-59

ARCADIAN PHOTOS BY STEVE KNAPP

Senior Tyler Vest brings the ball up court in the
loss to Hardee. Vest scored all 11 of his points
in the fourth quarter.

loss was filled with excitement and the
crowd got into the game too.

The energy and noise fed the players
and they provided an entertaining
game.

The Dawgs held a one-point lead
after the first quarter. A three-point
shot off the glass with two seconds left
in the half gave the Wildcats a 39-37
lead at the break. Hardee held onto
a one-point lead entering the final
quarter. The crowd, behind the efforts
of the Bulldog cheerleaders, provided
enough energy and noise to bring back
memories of the days when the rivalry
was at its best.

With 2:29 left in the third quarter,
the Bulldogs 6-foot, five-inch fresh-
man, Keimar Brown, fouled out of the
game. The Bulldogs stayed in the game
despite several turnovers in the fourth
quarter. In one stretch they turned the
ball over in three straight possessions
without getting off a shot.

The game got really exciting with just
under four minutes left to play. With
DeSoto trailing 47-46, Tyler Vest hit a
trey and followed it up with a bucket
to give the Bulldogs a 51-47 lead. The
Wildcats had a technical foul and
Vest hit one of the two free throws to

MONTF

Test Your' Bme. Protect Your Health.

community.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

designates January as

National Radon Action Month

Three Things You Can Do During National Radon Action Month:

+ TEST YOUR HOME. The EPA and United States Surgeon General recommend
that all homes in the US be tested for radon. Testing is easy and inexpensive.

» SPREAD THE WORD. Encourage other people you know to learn about radon
and to test their homes. Tell family and friends about the health risk of radon.

s PLAN COMMUNITY AWARENESS ACTIVITIES. Use the EPA’s National Radon
Action Month Event Planning Kit a3 a guide. Write a letter to the editor of your
local paper or work with local officials to get a radon prociamation for your

CONTACT YOUR STATE RADON PROGRAM for information about
radon testing ond mitigation. For more information, please go to
htpe/fwww.loridahealth.gov/environmental-health/radon/index.html.

give the Bulldogs their biggest lead of
the night at 52-47. Vest scored 11 of
the Bulldogs’ 13 points in the fourth
quarter.

But the Wildcats went on an 8-0 run
to take a 55-52 lead. Nate Maybell, who
just before the game was named the
DeSoto County Athlete of the Month
for December, found the bottom of
the net and Vest stole a pass and put in
another pair to put the Dawgs on top
56-55 with two minutes left.

The Bulldogs faltered in the final
minute. Maybell missed two free
throws with the Bulldogs down by three
points and they also turned the ball
over with 27 seconds left.

DeSoto was forced to foul and the
Wildcats got hot from the line, making
both of their shots to take a 61-56
lead with 15 seconds left. Back came
Vest with another 3-point shot to cut
the lead to just two at 61-59 with five
seconds left. Another Bulldog foul saw
Hardee again sink both shots to take
home an exciting 63-59 win.

Vest scored all 11 of his points in the
final quarter. “I don’t know where I was
earlier. I just wasn't playing like I was
supposed to. My head wasn't in the
game, to be honest. I've been slacking
and not coming to practice and that
was a mistake,” he said.

Maybell led the Bulldogs with 16
points and was consistent all game
long. He had five in the first quarter
and four in the second. He had five in
the third and just a pair in the fourth.
Ellis Hodges tallied nine, all in the first
half, and Arnold Mele had six, all in the
first quarter. Only four Bulldogs scored
in the entire second half.

“When we decide that we want to
work together and do the little things
right, communication and move our
feet, we'll have these types of games,”

DeSoto senior Jonshea Reed takes a swipe at
the ball that was hauled in by a Hardee player.
The Bulldogs gave an outstanding effort in a
63-59 loss to the Wildcats.

Rene Monroy fires a shot from the corner as his
DeSoto teammates celebrate in a very exciting
game against Hardee.

coach Darrell Nicklow said. “We could
have won this game. We had too many
turnovers, we probably turned the ball
over 30 times tonight.

“Keimar fouling out early didn't help
and they out hustled us. They wanted
it more than we did. I'm proud of the
kids; they played hard but that’s the
way it is when DeSoto and Hardee play.
I'd like to come out of this with a ‘W’
but that’s the way it goes. We'll practice
tomorrow and have a chance to get
better.”

Happiness turns to
sadness in loss to Hardee

By STEVE KNAPP

ARCADIAN SPORTS EDITOR

The DeSoto JV boys basketball team
was feeling pretty good about themselves
as they went into the locker room tied
at 26 against the Hardee Wildcats. They
had a nice 6-0 run followed by a 10-2 run
against the Wildcats and they expected to

make a run at the win in the second half.
It never happened, unfortunately, as
they lost 53-44.
Jas'Juan Rosario, who was second
leading scorer with nine points, gave
a player’s view of the second half. “We
got too happy at halftime. We came out

L0SS | 15

| Logan Adams
| goes up with
. | aone-handed
| shotas he

| led the

{ Bulldogs with
10 points in
the loss to

§ Hardee.
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Jas’Juan Rosario drives to the bucket in first
half action in the loss to Hardee 53-44.



The Sun / Thursday, January 18,2018

www.sunnewspapers.net Page 15 | Arcadian

A Night Among the Stars

By CRAIG GARRETT
ARCADIAN EDITOR

DeSoto County tonight honors its
teachers and staff at the Turner Agri-
Civic Center.

A Night Among the Stars recognizes
teachers with DeSoto County schools
— rookies and veterans — and those
supporting the district in such roles as
clerks, assistants, drivers, food-service
workers and maintenance. Those
nominated for recognition in three

categories are chosen by their peers,
said Sara Walker, executive director for
the DeSoto Education Foundation and
the host for tonight’s event that begins
at 5:30 p.m. “It’s a way to say thank
you,” Walker said of the those selected
for rookie of the year, teacher of the
year and employee of the year. The
keynote is Supt. Adrian Cline. Sponsors
for A Night Among the Stars include

Mosaic, Suncoast Credit Union and B&,

a Florida construction contracting firm.
desotoeducationfoundation.com

LOSS
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strong to begin with and got excited
at halftime. We didn’t come back with
the same mindset as we had in the first
half and we didn’t play defense. We lost
focus and had too many turnovers.”
During a timeout late in the third
quarter, Bulldog coach Joe Davis told
the team. “What did I tell you about
being too happy at halftime. We've got
to slow down and run some plays. We
shot 10 threes and missed them all.

AUTOMOTIVE

- INSTALLATION & BLIND REPAIR
WE ALSO DO CARPET BINDING

Specializing in:

863-494-3581 HunterDouglas

“Total Car & Light Truck Service
IERIZE Promt-End Inspection

WE OFFER 4-WHEEL FRONT-END
ALIGNMENT AND WE WON'T STEER
YOU WRONG!

Complete computer capabilities on all vehicles
505 S. Brevard Ave., Arcadia
863-491-8500

Those were wasted shots.”
Davis didn't even talk about all of the

unnecessary turnovers and missed layups.

The Bulldogs had a rough night
doing the little things right. Twice they
stepped out of bounds as they tried to
inbound the ball; once was right under
their own basket. Another time a player
stepped over the free-throw line and
the shot was nullified. Those are basic
skills that a lack of concentration or
court awareness can cost games.

Logan Adams led the scoring for
DeSoto with 10 points, with Rosario
and Ty’Quez Finley both adding nine
each to the Bulldog total.

We're at Your Service

Visit the following businesses and shop local
for quality service and customer service.
AUTOMOTIVE

#1 five years running

Fire station open house on Saturday

18]

PHOTO PROVIDED

DeSoto County Fire Rescue Chief Chad Jorgensen (left) and the new fire station’s project
manager, Brian Lawhon with Fowler Construction and Development, go over final details as
workers complete the new building along U.S. Highway 17. An open house for Fire Station
No. 1, which replaces two older stations, runs from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and includes tours, a
meet and greet, rescue demonstrations, refreshments and fun activities for the kids.

PHIL'S
AUTOMOTIVE

& * Domestic/Foreign ¢ Tires ¢
 A/C Repair ® Wheel Alignment
e Computer/Electrical

¢ Diagnostics ® Cooling Systems
e Steering & Suspensions

Call Tami Today
for Special Pricing!

863:494-5201

Brakes

3193 NE Hwy 17
Arcadia

863-993-1141

CARPET CLEANING

COMPUTER REPAIR

863—990—9005 W I NDOW FASHIONS S

INSURANCE

@ Cuisey

/T\_/
Real Estate

Broker/Owner GUlfland Real Estate

863-494-2100

adno=718634

L&L Cleaning Service

Carpets ° Tile & Grout - Water Damage
Upholstery * Odor Removal
Truck Mounted Cleaning System
Free Estimates
863-494-6689
863-773-5080

ADVERTISE HERE!
for only $15.00 a week!

email
Tami at tjewell@sun-herald.com
for more information

P.C. SOLUTIONS

Computer Service & Repairs,
Sales And Networking

* Mobile Business Service i
» Microsoft Partner @RP%ERS%—&RE_B
* Dell Registered Partner

863-491-0497

Arcadia, FL 34265 - Ph: (863) 491-0497
www.pcsolutionsco.com
mike@pcsolutionsco.com

BOWLING GREEN

SMALL ENGINE SERVICE, INC.
LAWN AND GARDEN EQUIPMENT

321-427-0820

Christopher Finkle
Owner/Operator
cdfinkle@gmail.com

PO Box 309

4702 U.S. Hwy 17 N.
Bowling Green,

FL 33834

(863) 375-4056
. (863) 375-4057
Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30

Sat. 8-12

8611 SW Riviera Dr
Arcadia, FL 34269

. - * Pumps
: : * Tanks
WELL DHII.I.ING * Rerators
Water Treatment Sales & Service * Salt Dellvery
863-494-6548 Serving Desoto and Surrounding Counties

Newberry A Trusted Name in the Water Industry for Over 50 Years.
Owned & Operated by a SWFWMD. Licensed Water Well Contractor. License #2881
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New Year Changes at the Landfill -
Operating Hours and Recycling Program Hold

new year and new hours at the
landfill!

[ am happy to share that the
DeSoto County landfill will be ex-
tending its scale hours to increase the
level of service to residents. Starting
Feb. 10, the landfill scales will be open
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday-
Saturday. This change extends the
service by two hours a day. The change
is accomplished with no additional
personnel, just a change in current
staff scheduling proposed by the
Environmental Service director, Henry
Grimes. We are always looking for ways

County
Corner

Mandy Hines
m.hines@desotobocccom

to increase our level of service to the
community.

In other landfill news, I regret to
share that the recycling program is
suspended until further notice. If you

recycle, you have likely noticed that
area recycling containers have not been

p

Since the storm the only place people
could take recyclables was to the
landfill site for sorting. At this time, we
are no longer able to accept recyclable
materials due to a lack of demand for
the material.

collect and haul the recyclable mate-
rials to neighboring Hardee County
for processing. We are hopeful that
this will be a temporary situation and
that the program will resume in five

to six months. We will continue to
aggressively seek solutions to resume
recycling.

In the meantime, the Charlotte
County landfill has agreed to allow
DeSoto County residents to recycle at
the 19675 Kenilworth Avenue facility
(Port Charlotte). They will accept
paper, cardboard, all glass and plastics,
numbers 1-7. Trash cannot be taken to
the facility.

If you should have any questions
about the change in hours or recycling
topics, our friendly staff at the landfill
can be reached at 993-4829.

ut back in place since Hurricane Irma.

Under normal circumstances we

Cool Saturday Night Lights

ARCADIAN PHOTOS BY PRISCILLA MCDANIEL

Saturday Night Lights in downtown Arcadia was about cars and families. The event featuring the
film Cars 3 called on the creativity of turning a cardboard box into a race car, all good fun on a
crisp night.

NOTICE

to Property Owners
March 1 is the
DEADLINE to file for:

e Up to $50,000 - Homestead Exemption

e $50,000 - Senior Exemption (Age 65 or older)*

* $5,000 - Disabled Veteran’s Exemption

e $500 - Widow’s Exemption

e $500 - Widower’s Exemption

¢ $500 - Disability Exemption

e $500 - Exemption for Blind Persons

¢ Property Tax Discount for Veterans Age 65 and Older with Combat
Related Disability™*

e Deployed Military Exemption™*

¢ Exemption for Surviving Spouse of Veteran or First Responder

e All Other Exemptions

e Agricultural Classification

If you have any questions concerning the
qualifications for these exemptions, please call
the Property Appraiser’s Office at

(863) 993-4866

Applications for exemptions and discounts
MUST be made IN PERSON at

DeSoto County Property Appraiser’s Office
Administration Building
201 East Oak Street, Room 102

8:30 AM to 5:00PM
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Monday through Friday

*Household Income Limitation
**Copies of Honorable Discharge and Combat-Related Injury Documentation Required
*+**Exemption determined by number of days deployed. Deployment orders required
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DeSoto County ROTC cadets brave cool Saturday temps

Sun Damage
Causes

Skin
Cancer...

And You’'re in the
"Sunshine State"!

A

Call (863) 491-6448 today to schedule a
FREE SKIN SCREENING with NP VanHoose!

Water’s Edge Dermatology

Has Your Back!
Florida’s Incomparable Skin Care Leader

Arcadia Office
163 N. Brevard Ave

863.491.6448
wederm.com

The patient and any other person responsible for
payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel
payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other
service, examination or treatment which is performed
as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the
advertisemnent for the free, discounted fee or reduced
service fee, service, examination or treatment.

Dr. Laura

Sydney
DeStefano r

VanHoose, ARNP

® adno=718572
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Citrus agency shifts
money as industry
seeks aid seepages

SN, el "-A person walks through a snow covered Pied-
* mont Park in Atlanta as the midtown skyline -
stands in the background on Wednesday. The
i South awoke on Wednesday to below-zero

- wind chills and record-breaking low temp
\turesm NeVLOrIeans and other cities.

i _-.-
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Snow ice and record coId grip the South at least 10 dead

By KATE BRUMBACK
and JAY REEVES
AsSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — Snow, ice and
a record-breaking blast of
cold closed runways, high-
ways, schools and govern-
ment offices across the South
and sent cars sliding off roads
Wednesday in a corner of the
country ill-equipped to deal
with wintry weather. At least
10 people died, including a
baby in a car that plunged
off a slippery overpass into a
Louisiana canal.

Icicles hung from a statue
of jazz musicians in normally
balmy New Orleans, and
drivers unaccustomed to
ice spun their wheels across
Atlanta, which was brought to
a near-standstill by little more

than an inch of snow. The
beach in Biloxi, Mississippi,
got a light coating. And the
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill canceled
classes as the storm unloaded
at least 8 inches of snow in
Durham and Greensboro.

The storm turned the
morning rush hour treach-
erous, though many people
heeded warnings to stay off
the roads.

Even the best drivers had
trouble: Retired NASCAR
champion Dale Earnhardt Jr.
tweeted that he had just used
his winch to help pull a car
out of a ditch when he drove
off the road and into a tree in
North Carolina.

“NC stay off the roads to-
day/tonight. 5 minutes after
helping these folks I center

punched a pine tree,” he
reported. A spokesman said
Earnhardt was not hurt and
his pickup had only minor
damage.

By midday, skies were
bright and sunny in many
places, but temperatures
were expected to remain
below freezing throughout
the day in much of the region,
and roads are likely to remain
icy into Thursday.

“People keep asking when
we will get the all-clear,”
said Georgia Transportation
Department spokeswoman
Natalie Dale. “It will not
happen today.”

Thousands of schoolchil-
dren and teachers got the
day off. Many cities canceled
meetings and court proceed-
ings, and some businesses

closed. Slippery runways
and the need to de-ice
planes forced cancellations
and delays in New Orleans;
Memphis, Tennessee; and
Raleigh-Durham, North
Carolina. Electricity usage
surged to record highs as peo-
ple struggled to keep warm.

In Alabama, where some
places got at least 3 inches
of snow, dairy farmer Will
Gilmer bundled up for the
drive to his milking barn be-
fore daybreak in rural Lamar
County, the thermometer
reading 7 degrees.

“I probably had four
layers on and then insulated
coveralls and a heavy coat on
over that. I made it OK except
for my toes,” he said.
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How author Wolff
got into Trump’s
White House for

tell-all book

By JENNIFER JACOBS
BLOOMBERG NEWS

WASHINGTON — Author Michael
Wolff’s pitch to the White House to win
cooperation for his book included a work-
ing title that signaled a sympathetic view,
a counter-narrative to a slew of negative
news stories early in Donald Trump’s
presidency.

He called it “The Great Transition:

The First 100 Days of the Trump
Administration.” And in part due to that
title, Wolff was able to exploit an inexperi-
enced White House staff who mistakenly
believed they could shape the book to the
president’s liking.

Nearly everyone who spoke with Wolff
thought someone else in the White House
had approved their participation. And
it appears that not a single person in a
position of authority to halt coopera-
tion with the book — including Trump
himself — raised any red flags, despite
Wolff’s well-documented history. His
previous work included a critical book on
Trump confidant Rupert Murdoch, the

BOOK | 4
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In this Jan. 9 file photo, copies of Michael Wolff’s
“Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House”
on display as they go on sale at a bookshop, in
London.

Overshadowed in shutdown showdown: The likely blowback from federal employees

mobilize.

During the 2016 election cycle,
AFGE spent on $1.5 million on
lobbying and $7.7 million on
overall political contributions,
according to the Center for
Responsive Politics. The union
represents 700,000 federal
employees.

“We take it very seriously,” said
Simon, regarding the possibility
of a shutdown. “We are watching
every twist and turn.”

Stan Collender, who has
tracked budget brinkmanship
for four decades, said lawmakers
from certain states and districts

800,000 of these workers, some
of whom were forced to tempo-
rarily forgo paychecks during the
last shutdown, four years ago.
Lawmakers face a deadline of
midnight Friday to keep funding
the government, or else trigger a
repeat of 2013.

California faces the largest po-
tential impact, since it is home
to more federal civilian employ-
ees, 140,000, than any other
state. It also is represented by
two U.S. senators and numerous
other Democrats who insist that
this week’s negotiations include
a solution for the “Dreamers,”

By STUART LEAVENWORTH
McCrLarcHY WASHINGTON BUREAU

some 700,000 young undocu-
mented immigrants brought
to this country illegally by their
parents.

With the Friday deadline
looming, the union represent-
ing the most federal workers
— the American Federal of
Government Employees — has
been pressing lawmakers from
both parties to compromise, said
Jacque Simon, the AFGE's policy
director. While federal employees
can't lobby their lawmakers on
government time, they can do
so while off the clock, and AFGE
has been sending out alerts to

ignore the federal workforce at
their own peril.

“Senators or representatives
who have a large concentration
of federal employees, they have
to pay attention to this,” said
Collender, an adjunct professor
at Georgetown University and
former editor of the Federal
Budget Report. “This is a major
industry in many states.”

California, Virginia, Maryland
and Texas are states with the
largest numbers of federal
civilian employees, according

SHUTDOWN | 4

WASHINGTON — Many
Democrats and Republicans say
they are willing to shut down
the government if they don’t get
a spending deal that suits their
demands on immigration and
other issues. But engaged in
brinkmanship, lawmakers must
also weigh the consequences to
a key constituency — 2 million
federal employees.

A government shutdown
would immediately cause federal
agencies to furlough roughly

Oops. Miami Beach built a seawall without a permit and may have to tear it down

By JOEY FLECHAS
and ALEX HARRIS

Miami HERALD

MIAMI — Miami Beach has
run afoul of environmental
regulations by building an
unpermitted seawall, prompt-
ing the firing of the engineer
who has overseen other city
projects to prepare for sea
level rise.

The seawall may have to be
torn down and rebuilt, further
boosting the cost of a sea level
rise project that is expected to
be $5 million over budget.

Work on the seawall along
Indian Creek Drive has been
halted while the city sorts
through regulatory problems
on a project originally pegged

at $25 million. The project is
key to the city’s plans to adapt
infrastructure in the face of
worsening flooding as the

sea levels rise and climate
changes.

In 2016, the state agreed
to pay for $19.5 million of
the improvements to the
state-owned road, and the city
would pay the rest. Now, a por-
tion of unpermitted seawall
built under the direction of the
city engineer could cost the
city more. It’s unclear at this
point how much more, said
city spokeswoman Melissa
Berthier.

The problem is a short
section of a 75-foot stretch of
the wall north of 26th Street,
where Bruce Mowry, the

former city engineer who was
put on administrative leave
Friday while his termination
is finalized, admitted he
proceeded without a nec-
essary permit from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and
instructed the contractor to
flout regulatory agencies in its
design.

Mowry said in an interview
Tuesday that he instructed the
contractor to build a straight
wall. The wall it replaced had
a portion that jutted inland
five to six feet before jutting
back out, an angle that had to
be replicated under state and
local permits.

“T don’t build crooked walls,”
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Pot debate is complication for US attorneys

Atty General Jeff Sessions
might find himself working
with court-appointed U.S.

atto

thro

his hard line on marijuana

nominations. See page 2.

rneys, in part because

wing a wrench in the
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Minutes passed before Hawaii called feds
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- abogus alert.
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Miami Beach will have to replace parts of its Indian Creek Drive seawall after it was
discovered certain sections were unpermitted and noncompliant with county and
state requlations.

It took Hawaii officials
more than 20 minutes to
contact federal authorities
to seek quidance after
realizing they had sent out

Rival Koreas agree to unified Olympic team

The rival Koreas agreed
Wednesday to form their
first unified Olympic
team and have their
athletes parade together
for the first time in 11
years. See page 4.
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By NIELS LESNIEWSKI administration, the attorney since 2016, was she was not intending
CQ-RoLL CaLL conflict is shaping up to be bumped up to an interim  to return a blue slip for
a headache, as members of designation in November a Berman nomination
WASHINGTON — his own party threaten to by Sessions. to be considered by the
Attorney General Jeff stonewall his nominations. The law under which Judiciary Committee,
Sessions might soon find Gardner said in a Jan. 4 R TR Troyer was given the citing what she deemed
himself working with statement that he intended interim status provides a an inappropriate effort
court-appointed U.S. to use leverage available to 120-day window before by Trump himself to
attorneys, in part because  him as a senator to get re- the local federal court gets  interview Berman for
his hard line on marijuana  assurances from Sessions tointervene and make an  the Manhattan-based
is throwing awrench inthe  on marijuana. appointment to the U.S. position.
nominations process. “I am prepared to attorney post. “If (as appears likely)
Sen. Cory Gardner, a take all steps necessary, The Colorado deadline  the office of United States
Colorado Republican, including holding DOJ appears to be in the Attorney remains vacant
met with the attorney nominees, until the middle of March. on that date, the Judiciary
general last week to voice  Attorney General lives up AP PHOTO  The chief judge of the Act provides that this court
concerns after the Justice to the commitment he Different types of marijuana sit on display at Harborside mari- ~ U.S. District Court for the may hame someone to fill
Department reversed made to me prior to his juana dispensary Jan. 1in Oakland, California. Southern District of New the office until such time
course on an Obama-era confirmation. In 2016, York is already preparing as the President nominates
policy and allowed federal ~ President Trump said mar-  name a U.S. attorney for official with no clear guid-  for a similar possibility in and Congress confirms a
prosecutors wider discre-  jjuana legalization should ~ Colorado,” Gardner told ance as to priorities for late spring, with the state’s ~ new incumbent,” wrote
tion to pursue criminal be left up to the statesand ~ Roll Call. “I think this enforcement.” junior senator, Democrat Colleen McMahon, the
charges related to mar- I agree,” Gardner saidina  decision by the attorney The District of Colorado  Kirsten Gillibrand, plan- chief judge in Manhattan,
ijuana — even in states statement. general certainly putsinto  is one of numerous places  ning to block interim U.S.  according to CNN.
that have legalized it for More discretion for question a number of U.S.  where President Donald Attorney Geoffrey Berman Trump and Sessions
medicinal or recreational federal prosecutors means ~ attorneys’ appointments, Trump has not nominated ~ from Senate confirmation ~ dismissed 46 U.S. attor-
purposes. higher stakes, Gardner said. ~ particularly now that a anyone to serve as U.S. to the post. neys last March, in a move
Colorado is one of those “We had, obviously, ex-  states’ rights decision is attorney. Bob Troyer, who Gillibrand’s office told that was seen at the time
states. For the Trump pectations that theywould  going to be left to a federal ~ had been the acting U.S. New York media that as unusually abrupt.
| NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
Minutes passed Management Agency and tourists that there was Judge denies surrounding, more urban  expecting to be on the road
before Hawaii called told The Associated Press no incoming missile. request to boost counties. at the latest sometime next
feds about alert Wednesday that it received A missile launched from number of Trump The men argue the year.
the call from Hawaii at North Korea would take . . practice is discrimina- Advanced Technology
HONOLULU (AP) — It 8:30 a.m. about 20 minutes to hit voters in jury tory because it excludes Group leader Eric Meyhofer
took Hawaii officials more FEMA spokeswoman Hawaii. WICHITA, Kan. (AP) —  estern Kansas counties wouldn't give a specific
than 20 minutes to contact ~ Jenny Burke says federal The state said partof the A judge says three Kansas with more rural and con- start date but says the
federal authorities toseek ~ employees gave guidance ~ delay in sending the retrac-  men accused of plotting servative residents. But ride-hailing company won'
guidance after realizing during that call. tion was because they were  to bomb apartments the judge ruled that those  deploy the vehicles without
they had sent out a bogus In the end, it took nearly ~ awaiting FEMA approval. housing Somali refugees demographic differences  human backups unless
alert saying there was a 40 minutes after the first FEMA says the state did ot have no legal basis to aren't legally recognizable.  they are proved safe.
missile headed toward the  alert was sent for the state ~ require federal approval request that prospective Prosecutors argued Waymo, Google's autono-
islands. to send another mobile to cancel or retract the jurors come from counties def:ense at‘gorne_ys were mOI‘JS car arm, IS. testlng .
The Federal Emergency  alert informing residents incorrect alert. where more residents vot.  (Iying to pickajury pool  vehicles on public roads in
ed for President Donald based on ideology. the Phoenix area without
AP PHOTO  Trump. Uber close to ?uman backups and plans
. . istri 0 carry passengers soon.
A generation of Americans Eri[g'l%lglizrrllcfs]slllg%lethe scrapping human  General Motors' Cruise
knew just what to do in the - VIelg p ; ;
decision Wednesday. backups in Automation has promised
event of a nuclear attack Y. p :
N . The men are accused = 22 to start sometime next yeal‘.
— or during a major false . self-drlvmg cars
alarm, like the one over the  Of targeting an apartment Meyhofer says Volvo XC-
weekend in Hawail. Take complex in Garden City, DETROIT (AP) — Uber’s 90 SUVS are being prepared
coverin a building bearinga i rural western Kansas. autonomous-vehicle chief for the work. He says Uber
yellow fallout shelter symbol.  They're being tried at the  saystheservicewill carry ~ has 215 test vehicles carry-
But these days, that might closest federal courthouse  passengers withouthuman  Ing passengers with human
not be the best option, or about 220 miles awayin ~ backup drivers in about backups in Phoenix, San
even an option at all. Wichita, where trials pull ~ the same time frame as Francisco, Pittsburgh and
prospective jurors from competitors, which are Toronto.
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STATE-BY-STATE

ALABAMA Tuscaloosa: The Univer-
sity of Alabama has opened the

$10 million Stran-Hardin Arena for
adapted athletes and will have its
first wheelchair basketball home
games on Saturday, The Tuscaloosa
News reports.

ALASKA Juneau: A state lawmaker is
proposing regulations that would
require Internet service providers in
Alaska to practice net neutrality.

ARIZONA Tucson: Officials at Tucson
International Airport say a newborn
was found abandoned in a restroom.
Police are reviewing security camera
footage to identify who left the baby.

ARKANSAS Little Rock: A report by
Hunger Free America says almost
one-fifth of the state’s residents often
don’t know how they’ll get their next
meal, The Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette reports.

CALIFORNIA Seal Beach: Authorities
say about 50 people on a party bus
were questioned after a CVS pharma-
cy clerk said he was beaten up and
robbed by people in the group, the
Los Angeles Times reports.

COLORADO Pueblo: Authorities are
investigating the butchering of a
family’s horse at their ranch, The
Pueblo Chieftain reports. The 22-
year-old animal was found essential-
ly in pieces, with all the meat
stripped from its bones.

CONNECTICUT Darien: State Police
say a woman driving the wrong way
on Interstate 95 crashed into a troop-
er who was dispatched to stop her.
Police charged her with DUI and say
she thought she was in New Jersey.

DELAWARE Dover: Police are offering
residents web-based crime maps that
show what crimes are occurring in
their neighborhoods, the Delaware
State News reports.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: The Vatican
has designated a historic Catholic
church in suburban Washington as a
basilica. St. Mary Catholic Church,
founded in 1795, traces its history to
George Washington.

FLORIDA Fort Myers: Scientists warn
that a red tide is re-emerging along
Florida’s southwest coast even after a
recent cold front knocked it back, The
News-Press reports.

GEORGIA Albany: A former adminis-
trator in the state university system
was named interim president of Al-
bany State University. Marion Fedrick
will take the position Feb. 1.

HAWAII Honolulu: State offi-
cials say a body was discov-
ered near a runway at Hono-
lulu’s Daniel K. Inouye In-
ternational Airport last
weekend.

IDAHO Boise: The 2018
Idaho Medal of
Achievement has

been awarded to the
late Marilyn Shuler,
the longtime chair of
the Idaho Human
Rights Commission.

ILLINOIS Peoria: The
Peoria Zoo is asking
for ideas on naming a baby giraffe
born this month, The (Peoria) Journal
Star reports. The zoo will announce
the winning name on March 1.

INDIANA New Albany: Indiana Uni-
versity Southeast has received a two-
year, $240,000 grant to help local
teachers update their science, tech-
nology, engineering and math
courses, News and Tribune reports.

I0WA Des Moines: Iowa will soon
require that ignition interlocks have
cameras so that drivers required to
take breath tests don’t have other
people start the vehicles, The Des
Moines Register reports.

KANSAS Kansas City: A biker group
chapter is helping victims of child
abuse as they face their alleged at-
tackers in court. Authorities say the
Kaw River Chapter members provide
emotional support.

KENTUCKY Bowling Green: A busi-
nessman convicted of defrauding
people who invested in a natural gas
pipeline faces up to 20 years in pris-
on. Court papers say Clay Shelton
used investors’ money for other pur-
poses.

LOUISIANA Baton Rouge: Fishery
regulators say the harvest of recre-
ational greater amberjack will close
in Louisiana waters on Jan. 27.

MAINE Orono: The University of

HIGHLIGHT: MISSISSIPPI

Clara Daniel’s dilapidated home has no toilet or running water. She
hopes to move into a trailer soon. SARAH WARNOCK/USA TODAY NETWORK

Woman can’t afford to
hook up donated trailer

Sarah Fowler
Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

EDWARDS - The smell of ma-
nure hangs, heavy, in the air
around Clara Daniel’s home.

The dozen or so cows that sur-
round the property are not hers.
They eat every day; she does not.

The 66-year-old woman can’t
remember the last time her house
had running water. The toilets and
sinks were taken out long ago.

Her house is one of fewer than
35,000 dwellings across the USA —
0.03% — without a flush toilet, ac-
cording to the Census Bureau. She
goes to the bathroom in the woods.

“It’s been a long time living this
way,” she said, exhausted, with
tears in her eyes.

But one path to better living
conditions lies just behind her
crumbling house about 30 miles
west of Jackson, Miss. In January
2017, a woman donated a two-bed-
room mobile home for Daniel and
her 34-year-old son, William, who
is disabled with sickle cell anemia.

They can’t move in because she
doesn’t have the money to hook up
a septic tank. Clara and William
Daniel live off his $700-a-month
disability check.

That’s $8,400 a year for two
people; $16,240 was considered
the federal poverty level for two

it has achieved its

goal of buying more than
20% of its food locally.

MARYLAND Annapolis: State hunt-
ers who didn’t get their fill of turkey
in the fall season will get

another chance with a three-

day winter season beginning Thurs-
day.

MASSACHUSETTS Boston:
Police say a slow-speed
chase that began in
Ludlow ended when
the pickup truck
driver ran out of
gas in Spring-
field, The Repub-
lican reports.

MICHIGAN Traverse City:

Rising water levels in Lake
Michigan and Lake Huron are keep-
ing shoreline stabilization and dock
firms busy, the Traverse City Rec-
ord-Eagle reports.

MINNESOTA Minneapolis: Authori-
ties say state farmers produced
slightly smaller corn and soybean
crops last year than in 2016, but
they produced a record sugar beet
crop of 12.5 million tons.

MISSISSIPPI Picayune: The Pearl
River County school district plans to
consolidate lower and upper ele-
mentary schools into Pearl River
Central Elementary School with
grades K-5, The Picayune Item says.

MISSOURI Springfield: Greene
County has hired a private firm to
perform autopsies for $1,500 each
while it searches for a full-time
medical examiner, The Springfield
News-Leader reports.

MONTANA Kalispell: More than
3.3 million people visited Glacier
National Park last year, making it
the busiest in the park’s 108-year

Maine System says

people in 2017.

Moving the mobile home cost
$1,800 and took the last bit of Dan-
iel's savings. Then the man who
moved it didn’t tie it down like he
was supposed to; she had to pay
another man $518 to do the job.

The mobile home came with
dirty orange carpet, so she ripped it
up herself. It’s in a pile on the floor.
She paid another man $250 to put
down laminate flooring. He did half
of the work and never came back.

“T've learned not to fool with
folks,” she said. “If I can’t do it my-
self, 'm not going to get it done.”

Through the years, people from
different Hinds County agencies
have come to her home, taken pic-
tures and offered to help — includ-
ing promises of building her a new
house. Daniel says she has yet to
see any results.

Looming large is the $5,000
needed not only hook up her mo-
bile home to a septic tank but also
to install one on the 1.3 acres that
are her property, said Steve Pickett
with the non-profit Mississippi
Center for Police and Sheriffs, who
has tried to help the mother and
son but run into roadblocks.

Pickett created a GoFundMe
account Monday to raise the money.
It still needs more than $1,000 to get
a net of $5,000; GoFundMe takes
2.9% of all donations plus a 30-cent
processing fee per donation.

history, The Flathead Beacon re-
ports.

NEBRASKA Omaha: Enrollment is
up at the Virtual School, the city’s
experiment in online learning, the
Omaha World-Herald reports.

NEVADA Reno: The
El Dorado Arts
Council has opened
an exhibition cele-
brating the 1960 Win-
ter Olympics held at
Squaw Valley, the Ta-
hoe Daily Tribune re-
ports.

NEW HAMPSHIRE Plain-
field: A man who was acquit-
ted on charges of trying to get
his ex-wife killed wants police to
return about $21,000 seized dur-
ing the investigation, the Valley
News reports.

NEW JERSEY Trenton: Former Wall
Street executive Phil Murphy suc-
ceeded Chris Christie as governor
on Tuesday, promising to transform
the state into a liberal beacon that
fights back against President
Trump.

NEW MEXICO Carlsbad: Officials at
Carlsbad Caverns National Park say
the park’s secondary elevators will
be out of service for maintenance
Monday through Wednesday. The
primary elevators are being rebuilt.

NEW YORK Albany: State lawmak-
ers want to know whether an initia-
tive aimed at reducing property
taxes is working as intended.

NORTH CAROLINA Fayetteville:
Four women accused of forcing
children to work in fish markets for
little or no money have turned
themselves in. The women face
child abuse and other charges.

NORTH DAKOTA Minot: A man
serving a 10-year prison sentence

News from across the USA

for possession of child pornography
is appealing a court order to destroy
his Xbox and PlayStation 2, The Daily
News reports.

OHIO Dayton: The National Aviation
Hall of Fame enshrinement ceremony
was held for decades in this Ohio city
before moving to Fort Worth, Texas,
last year. Now, Dayton wants it back
for this year’s ceremony, The Dayton
Daily News reports.

OKLAHOMA Duncan: Police are in-
vestigating after a young girl was
killed by a pet dog at her home. As
police approached, the dog charged
one officer, who fatally shot the ani-
mal.

OREGON Portland: Police say some-
one used a forklift to steal an ATM at
a Wells Fargo bank, KOIN-TV reports.

PENNSYLVANIA Punxsutawney: A
doctor is accused of over-prescribing
opioids that authorities say caused
two siblings he was treating to over-
dose, including one who died.

RHODE ISLAND Warwick: Officials
say arson is to blame for fires that
heavily damaged two unoccupied
cottages overnight.

SOUTH CAROLINA Fort Mill: A pair of
gun-toting customers are credited
with stopping a pipe-wielding attack-
er making death threats and smash-
ing vehicles at a car dealership, The
Herald of Rock Hill reports.

SOUTH DAKOTA Custer: Crews are
working through cold temperatures
to rebuild fences to contain Custer
State Park’s buffalo. A wildfire
burned 16 miles of park fencing, the
Rapid City Journal reports.

TENNESSEE Maryville: Authorities
say a suspect in the wounding of a
police officer during a traffic stop was
captured in Blount County.

TEXAS Galveston: Business leaders
have suggested building a land bridge
from the city to Pelican Island to
replace a more than 60-year-old
drawbridge, The Daily News reports.
Engineers estimate the cost at more
than $200 million.

UTAH Provo: A group determined to
tackle pollution at Utah Lake is pro-
posing building an island city to help
stymie toxic algae blooms that plague
the water, KSL-TV reports.

VERMONT St. Johnsbury: Authorities
say the driver of a snow plow parked
the truck too close to train tracks. The
Caledonian-Record reports that the
train clipped the plow, shoving it into
a nearby building’s stairway that was
smashed to pieces.

VIRGINIA Richmond: State lawmak-
ers are working on raising the felony
theft threshold from $200 to $500.
Virginia has kept the bar at $200
since 1980 and is tied with New Jer-
sey for the lowest in the country.

WASHINGTON Kingston: Port com-
missioners have voted to sell the
former ferry Kingston Express for
$250,000 to Pacific Cruises North-
west, The Kitsap Sun reports.

WEST VIRGINIA Parkersburg: Au-
thorities say the bodies of a 56-year-
old man and his 18-year-old daughter
were found after a vehicle sank in
Laurel Creek. The creek was swollen
from heavy rain.

WISCONSIN Madison: Private at-
torneys are pushing for a pay raise
when they’re appointed to represent
criminal defendants who can’t afford
a lawyer, The Wisconsin State Jour-
nal reports. The current $40-an-hour
rate is the nation’s lowest.

WYOMING Riverton: A new Tribal
Court began operating on the Wind
River Reservation this week, replac-
ing the former Court of Indian Of-
fenses, The Riverton Ranger reports.
The change is part of a revision of
joint programs between the Eastern
Shoshone and Northern Arapahoe
tribes, which share the reservation.
Compiled from staff, wire reports
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Rival Koreas agree to form first unified

By HYUNG-JIN KIM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEOUL, South Korea
(AP) — The rival Koreas
agreed Wednesday to
form their first unified
Olympic team and have
their athletes parade
together for the first
time in 11 years during
the opening ceremony
of next month’s Winter
Olympics in South Korea,
officials said.

The agreements still
require approval from the

of agreements, including
fielding a joint women’s
ice hockey team and
marching together under
a blue and white “unifica-
tion flag” depicting their
peninsula in the open-
ing ceremony, Seoul’s
Unification Ministry said.
A joint statement
distributed by the
ministry said the North
Korean Olympic delega-
tion will travel to South
Korea across their heavily
fortified land border
before the Feb. 9-25

resort, according to the
statement. It said the
North also plans to send a
150-strong delegation to
the Paralympics in March.
The North earlier said it
would send a 140-mem-
ber art troupe.

The agreements are
highly symbolic and
emotional. But it’s still not
clear how many North
Korean athletes will come
to Pyeongchang because
none are currently quali-
fied. South Korean media
have predicted only up to

—

Olympic team

L d

AP PHOTO

In this photo provided by South Korea Unification Ministry,

Interna_tional Olympic Pyeongchang Ggmes.‘ It 10 North Korean athletes South Korean Vice Unification Minister Chun Hae-sung, center
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city’s record of 23, set on
the same date in 1977.

At least four people died
in Louisiana, including a
man who was knocked
off an elevated portion
of Interstate 10 in New

them, one of them inside a
stopped car and the other
standing beside it, author-
ities said.

One person died in a
weather-related traffic
accident in West Virginia.

Hall in Memphis. The
temperature was around
10 degrees when she was
found.

Along the Gulf Coast,
ice pellets covered the
tops of sago palm trees,

motorists drove through
red lights rather than stop
and risk sliding.

“This is kind of my
scene,” said Sarah Snider,
a zookeeper at the Atlanta
zoo who recently moved

to western Massachusetts.
As much as 4 inches fell
from North Carolina into
Virginia, and in Maryland,
the weather service
warned of wind chills as
low as minus 10.

BOOK
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Twenty-First Century Fox
Inc. co-chairman.

The published Trump
book carries the title “Fire
and Fury,” and it paints a
portrait of a White House
in turmoil, where nearly
everyone close to the
president believes he is
unfit for the job. Wolff’s
work has upended the
start of Trump’s second
year in office, distracting
the president and his staff
from following up his first
major legislative victory —
the tax overhaul he signed
into law at the end of 2017
— with another big policy
push.

The book caused Trump
to publicly and dramati-
cally sever his relationship
with Steve Bannon, his
former strategist, whom

Wolff quoted disparaging
the president and his
family. Trump’s lawyers is-
sued an ineffectual threat
against Wolft’s publisher,
seeking to stop the book’s
publication; instead, it
appeared in stores early
and rocketed to the top of
best-seller lists.

This account of how
Wolff reported his book
is based on interviews
with multiple current and
former Trump aides and
advisers. Most insisted on
anonymity to discuss one
of the most embarrassing
episodes of Trump's
presidency so far.

Wolff didn’t respond
to interview requests
submitted to him and his
publisher.

Wolff’s entree began
with Trump himself, who
phoned the author in
early February to com-
pliment him on a CNN
appearance in which Wolff

criticized media coverage
of the new president.

Wolff told Trump during
the call that he wanted to
write a book on the pres-
ident’s first 100 days in
office. Many people want
to write books about me,
Trump replied — talk to
my staff. Aides Kellyanne
Conway and Hope Hicks
listened to Wolff’s pitch
in a West Wing meeting
the next day, but were
noncommittal.

Several aides said Hicks
later informally endorsed
talking with Wolff as long
as they made “positive”
comments for the book,
which they said Wolff told
them would counter the
media’s unfair narrative.

It wasn't until late
August that alarm bells
were raised in the White
House — when Hicks,
Jared Kushner and their
allies realized that fellow
aides who had spoken

with Wolff, especially
Bannon, may have provid-
ed damaging anecdotes
about them.

Publicly, White House
officials have laid much of
the blame for the book’s
most controversial reve-
lations on Bannon, who
arranged for Wolff to enter
the White House grounds
at least a handful of times.
“Close to 95 percent”
of Wolff’s White House
interactions were “done
so at the request of Mr.
Bannon,” White House
press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders told
reporters.

But privately, Trump
allies say other top aides
also allowed Wolff into
the building, including
Conway on multiple
occasions.

Some of Trump’s
senior-most staff believed
that Hicks, one of Trump's
longest-serving aides who

has acted as a gatekeeper
for his interview requests,
had authorized their
cooperation with Wolff.
They recalled that she
encouraged them to
engage with the author as
long as they made positive
comments. Hicks hadn't
greenlit the book, people
familiar with her handling
of the matter said — but
nor did she immediately
put up a stop sign.

In fact, for the first
six months of Trump’s
presidency no one in his
White House — including
then-chief of staff Reince
Priebus and then-press
secretary Sean Spicer —
stopped Wolff from repeat-
edly scheduling appoint-
ments in the West Wing.
He visited about 17 times,
according to a person
familiar with the matter.
Nor did they monitor what
Trump’s aides were telling
the controversial author.

SHUTDOWN
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to 2016 data from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Lawmakers from those
states face conflicting
pressures amid the fight
over the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals, or
DACA, program, which
Trump has threatened to
end without support for
his U.S.-Mexico border
wall.

During last month’s bud-
get showdown, U.S. Sen.
Tim Kaine, a Democrat
from Virginia, voted for

a continuing resolution

to keep the government
open, even though the deal
did not include a DACA
extension, as many House
Democrats had demand-
ed. Kaine said he voted for
the resolution to protect
federal employees, but
was harshly criticized by
protesters, who occupied
his office, yelling, “Shame
on Kaine.”

California’s two senators
avoided that fate by voting
against the resolution, in-
cluding Dianne Feinstein,
who had initially indicated
she would vote for it. But
Feinstein is confronting
are-election challenge

from Kevin de Leon, the
Democratic leader of the
California state Senate,
who has criticized her
for not standing up for
California’s Dreamers.
During the current
budget showdown, Sen.
Kamala Harris of California
has emerged as one of her
party’s most hard-line ad-
vocates for a DACA deal. At
a recent news conference,
Harris said she wouldn’t
vote for a spending pack-
age if DACA future had
not yet been resolved.
Asked about the
potential consequences
to federal employees,
spokesman Tyrone Gayle

said: “Senator Harris
believes we should both
fund the government
and protect the more
than 200,000 Dreamers
in California from depor-
tation. It is deeply unfor-
tunate that Republicans
who control the House,
Senate and White House
are rejecting bipartisan
compromises.”

If lawmakers are
unable to agree on another
short-term spending
resolution by Friday night,
federal agencies that are
not self-funded could
face immediate closure.
President Donald Trump
would have to decide

which federal services are
“essential.” During the
2013 impasse, President
Barack Obama determined
that the Pentagon, air
traffic controllers and

TSA were essential, along
with workers who fed the
animals at the National
Zoo0.

Roughly 1.3 million
federal employees contin-
ued working during the
shutdown, although they
weren't paid until it was
over, 17 days later. Overall,
some 800,000 employees
at “non-essential” agencies
were furloughed, and
were only paid back after
Congress authorized it.

SEAWALL
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said Mowry. “The contrac-
tor did not take discretion.
The contractor did what
they were told.”

He added that he takes
pride in his workmanship
and was not aware of any
environmental impact the
straight wall would have.

In fact, Mowry also
said that none of that
75 feet of wall that was
completed has been

permitted by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.
The Army Corps pointed
out the unpermitted work
during a field inspection
in mid-December, but
John Ricisak, Miami-Dade
County environmental re-
source project supervisor,
said his department first
noticed the noncompliant
areas in August.

That included the two
spots where contractors
straightened the seawall’s
meandering path, re-
moving potential wildlife
habitat in the process,

Ricisak said.

They inspectors also
noted rubble piled near
the waterway that wasn't
propetly contained and
could be washed into the
water by a heavy rain,
polluting the water. In
addition, mangroves were
removed from private
property without a permit.

Lisa Spadafina, head
of the Natural Resources
Division of the county
Department of Regulatory
and Economic Resources,
said her department
is willing to bend on a

few inches difference in
permitted plans. But not a
few feet.

“A deviation of four
to six feet is certainly
not something we can
administratively change,”
she said.

Mowry is one of the
principal minds behind
the city’s approach to rais-
ing roads, lifting seawalls
and installing electric
anti-flooding pumps.

He said he accepts the
blame for the city’s issues
with regulatory agencies
while criticizing the slow

bureaucracy associated
with approvals of such
projects — a process that
he believes unnecessarily
lags behind while the city
blazes a trail in adapting
public infrastructure to
sea level rise.

“We waited 18 months
on a seawall approval” but
still never got it, he said,
taking aim at the Army
Corps.

The contractor,
Shoreline Foundation
Inc., and the Army Corps
could not be reached for
comment Tuesday.

ALMANAC

Today is Thursday, Jan. 18,
the 18th day of 2018. There are
347 days left in the year.

Today in history

On Jan. 18, 1943, during
World War Il, Jewish insurgents in
the Warsaw Ghetto launched their
initial armed resistance against
Nazi troops, who eventually
succeeded in crushing the
rebellion. The Soviets announced
they'd broken through the long
Nazi siege of Leningrad (it was
another year before the siege was
fully lifted). A U.S. ban on the sale
of pre-sliced bread — aimed at
reducing bakeries’ demand for
metal replacement parts — went
into effect.

On this date

In 1778, English navigator
(aptain James Cook reached the
present-day Hawaiian Islands,
which he named the “Sandwich
Islands.”

In 1911, the first landing of
an aircraft on a ship took place
as pilot Eugene B. Ely brought his
Curtiss biplane in for a safe landing
on the deck of the armored cruiser
USS Pennsylvania in San Francisco
Harbor.

In 1919, the Paris Peace
Conference, held to negotiate
peace treaties ending the First
World War, opened in Versailles,
France.

In 1957, a trio of B-52'
completed the first non-stop,
round-the-world flight by jet
planes, landing at March Air Force
Base in California after more than
45 hours aloft.

In 1967, Albert DeSalvo,
who claimed to be the “Boston
Strangler,” was convicted of armed
robbery, assault and sex offenses.
(Sentenced to life, DeSalvo was
killed in prison in 1973.)

In 1993, the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday was observed in all
50 states for the first time.

In 2005, the world's largest
commercial jet, the Airbus A380
“superjumbo” capable of flying up
to 800 passengers, was unveiled in
Toulouse, France.

Today’s birthdays

Movie director John Boorman
is 85. Former Sen. Paul Kirk,
D-Mass., is 80. Singer-songwriter
Bobby Goldsboro is 77.
Comedian-singer-musician Brett
Hudson is 65. Actor-director
Kevin Costner is 63. Actor Mark
Rylance is 58. Actress Alison
Arngrim (TV: “Little House
on the Prairie”) is 56. Former
Maryland Gov. Martin 0’Malley
is 55. Comedian Dave Attell is
53. Actor Jesse L. Martin is 49.
Rapper DJ Quik is 48. Rock singer
Jonathan Davis (Korn) is 47.
Former NAACP President and CEO
Benjamin Todd Jealous is 45.
Singer Christian Burns (BBMak)
is 44. Actor Derek Richardson
is 42. Actor Jason Segel is 38.
Actress Samantha Mumba is
35. Actress Devin Kelley is 32.
Actress Ashleigh Murray (TV:
“Riverdale”) is 30. Actor Mateus
Ward is 19.

2 men hit
each other in
consecutive
accidents in

Germany

BERLIN (AP) —
Police in the eastern
German city of
Dresden say two men
suffered minor injuries
after backing in to one
another in two consec-
utive accidents.

Police said Tuesday
that a 49-year-old man
pulled into a disabled
parking place on
Monday afternoon,
then reversed out after
noticing his mistake.

As he backed out,
he accidentally hit
a 72-year-old man
walking behind him,
injuring him slightly.

After the two men
exchanged information
for a report, the older
man got in his car and
backed out of his own
parking spot, hitting
the younger man in the
process and slightly
injuring him.

Police say it was at
that point they were
called to the scene of
the two accidents in
the Saxony capital.
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Citrus agency s

By JIM TURNER
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — The
Florida Department
of Citrus adjusted its
budget Wednesday for the
second time this growing
season, as leaders of the
storm-battered industry
hold out hope the U.S.
Senate will approve a
disaster-relief package.

The Citrus
Commission, which
oversees the department,
agreed to shift more than
$70,000 out of admin-
istration, scientific-re-
search and global-mar-
keting budgets to cover
an anticipated drop in
revenue from December.

The Department of
Citrus is funded through
a “box” tax on citrus.
Revenues have dropped
as citrus production has
declined in recent years
because of citrus-greening

disease and destruc-
tion from September’s
Hurricane Irma.

Christine Marion,
commission secretary,
said the agency reduced
research materials by
$10,000, a nutritional
program by $45,000, and
administrative costs by
$23,500.

Department officials
said they were able to
make the cuts without
eliminating programs or
personnel. The admin-
istrative changes were
made through scaling
back on areas that includ-
ed training, vehicle pur-
chases, equipment-rental
fees and database fees.

The moves came
despite a January fore-
cast for this season’s
citrus crops holding
mostly stable when the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture announced
a monthly outlook last

ARCHIVE PHOTO

Citrus is a mainstay of the area’s economy, linking jobs, products

and consumers.

Friday.

The monthly numbers
were the first sign of a po-
tential bottom from the
devastation of Hurricane
Irma, which washed
away up to 70 percent to
90 percent of the crop for
some growers in South
and Central Florida.

Still, the December
and January forecasts

represent a 15 percent
drop from the initial
forecast in October and
a 33 percent reduction
from the prior seasons’
five-decade low output of
oranges and grapefruit.
In December, the com-
mission shifted $556,147
from reserves to cover
a separate anticipated
reduction in the budget.

The budget adjust-
ments have come as
the industry awaits the
fate of an $81 billion
disaster relief package
the U.S. House approved
in December that is
targeted for hurri-
cane-impacted areas
of Florida, Texas and
Puerto Rico and wild-
fire-damaged regions of
California. The package,
which has been held up
as Congress works on a
short-term funding bill,
includes $2.6 billion for
agriculture.

Citrus Commission
Chairman G. Ellis
Hunt, who traveled
to Washington, D.C.
in December, said
Wednesday it is “frustrat-
ing” that the Senate won't
take a “clean vote” on the
package.

“We're just going to
pursue and not give up,”
Hunt said.

hifts money as industry seeks aid

The Florida Department
of Agriculture and
Consumer Affairs esti-
mated in October that
Irma caused $2.5 billion
in damage to the state’s
agriculture industry,
including $761 million to
the citrus industry.

State lawmakers have
said the citrus crop
damage has since topped
$1 billion but no further
post-storm estimates
have been made.

“Florida’s iconic citrus
industry and its growers
continue to struggle with
the unprecedented dam-
age caused by Hurricane
Irma,” Agriculture
Commissioner Adam
Putnam said after the
monthly forecast was
released Friday. “This
damage, combined with
the cumulative impacts
of citrus greening, leaves
Florida’s growers in des-
perate need of support.”

| HEADLINE NEWS

FROM AROUND THE STATE
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