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Miniature Book Panel, above Miniature Book Case. Panel features enlarged reproductions of 2 books within case.
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Mexican Red Leg
Susannah & David L. Kent
Tarantula & Erespin Press
1981-2005
Ink on Paper



Corner layout view
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Detail view of corner layout



The Word
David L. & Carol Kent
Erespin Press
1985
Ink on Paper

David and Carol Kent created this keepsake poster for the 1985 
Wayzgoose. But what is a Wayzgoose? Every year the Amalgamated 
Printers Association holds the Wayzgoose, a large get together for printers 
and letterpress enthusiasts. Read the poster to learn more about “The 
Word” and its strange meanings.



The Kents

What began as an amateur interest in printing 
books inexpensively eventually changed the lives 
of Carol and David Kent. Originally, their goal was 
to print the books David wrote about genealogy. 
They bought a Kelsey press and fell in love with 
the black art. 

By taking up printing as a hobby and then as a 
business, David and Carol were able to merge their 
love of books with their growing interest in 
letterpress printing. Soon they were collecting 
antique and vintage type, buying presses, and 
participating in the Amalgamated Printer’s 
Association. Carol served as the APA president 
from 1985 to 1988, and David has served as their 
archivist for the last fifteen years. Their children 
learned to print by watching their parents work, and 
learned to read backwards because of the way the 
type was set! Letterpress has had a lasting influence 
on all members of the Kent family.

Kent Case

Kent Panel Text, above Kent Case



Large Books

This collection of large hand-printed books 
brings together two aspects of letterpress, 
the art of designing the book and the actual 
content within it. Although these books are 
large enough to read from, the printer pays 
most attention to the layout of the pages, the 
types used, and the color selection. 

It is difficult to imagine that, historically, 
books were printed by hand. Their primary 
value was in their content- this was the first 
time that books became available to the 
masses. Knowing this, we can appreciate 
the time and effort it took to make this small 
selection of books. The majority of these 
books were printed in limited editions of 
one hundred books or less. Because 
letterpress is a dying art, the value of these 
books lies not only in their content but in 
their unique art form. 

Large Books Case

Large Books Panel Text, above Large Books Case



The Life of Punch (front cover and first page)
David Kent
Erespin Press 
2002
Mohawk and Parisian fonts on paper



Proprietor Cards

Proprietor cards, or prop cards, 
are like business or calling cards 
for printers. They can be printed 
in a variety of sizes and styles, 
but the most common is 
approximately 3 x 5 inches. Often 
times they include more than 
contact information, such as the 
history of the particular press or 
printing specialty. They can also 
include the type of press and 
typeface used to print the card. 
Many printers also include their 
membership number for the 
exclusive Amalgamated Printers’ 
Association (APA).

Proprietor Cards Group Label, affixed to outside of case

Proprietor Cards Case



Detail of Proprietor Card layout

Proprietor Card
Robert L. Kent 
The Robot Press
c. 1985
Ink on Paper

Robert L. Kent printed this card when he was a young boy. 
The green circuit design was reproduced from an issue of 
Radio Electronics magazine. The card was then printed 
again, with the text overlaid. 

The number in the upper left identifies Robert Kent as a 
member of the Amalgamated Printers’ Association. At age 
11, he was the youngest member of this exclusive 
organization.



Proprietor Card
Highlights in American History Number 1
Norman W. Forgue and Dale Nichols
The Norman Press
c. 1974
Ink on Paper

Norman W. Forgue and Dale Nichol s 
collaborated on this special proprietor card. This 
card is not only much larger than the traditional 
card but it is also multi-functional. It serves it’s 
purpose of identifying the Norman Press and its 
director, as well as demonstrating both the artist’s 
and the printer’s mastery of their tools. 

Notice how the large graphic illustrations and use 
of color differ from the small ornamental images 
in other prop cards.
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