
Spring 2007

In this Issue Airport to Begin Phase 2 of the Airline Passenger 
Terminal Renovation

The Gainesville Regional Airport is set to begin Phase 2 of the Airline Passenger 
Terminal Renovation.  The contractor selected for this project, Mil-Con Construction 

Company of Jacksonville, started preparing for construction in February.

Phase 2 of the renovation includes a complete revamping of the interior of the terminal. 
Once complete, the terminal will have a modern, aesthetically-pleasing appearance; 
however, many of the improvements will not be as visible to the general public.  The 
largest part of the project includes replacing the terminal HVAC system at an estimated 
$2.1 million.    

Some of the major improvements that passengers will notice include the enclosure of 
the open atrium waiting area, new restrooms, new food service and administrative areas, 
and changes to the passenger screening area and meeter-greeter area to improve flow.  
Enclosing the atrium will allow more seating in the gate area to accommodate additional 
passengers when multiple flights are departing.  Construction of the project is expected to 
last approximately 12 months.

“We want to make sure that 
passengers, tenants and 
employees understand that 
essentially we are replacing 
the interior of the terminal 
as daily operations continue.  
We will have temporary 
signage to direct passengers 
but ask that passengers and 
tenants please be patient 
while these changes take 
place,”  said Allan Penksa, 
Interim Airport CEO.

The current open atrium 
will be one of the first areas 
renovated.  The current lobby 
seating area will remain open for the majority of the construction project.
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This rendering resembles the future gate area with the enclosed atrium 
and glass skylight.
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for pilots.  Training ranged from learning about 
the state-of-the-art Cirrus “all glass cockpit” and 
autopilot systems to maintenance and servicing 
issues.  

General aviation constitutes a considerable portion 
of the airport’s annual activity, supporting 135 
based aircraft. Approximately 7 percent of the 
aircraft are stored on paved tie-downs, and 93 
percent are in T-hangars or conventional hangars. u

“These improvements are much-needed to maintain 
the quality of the building.  The project has been 
very well-received, and I think passengers will be 
pleased with the end-result,” said Peter Johnson, 
Chair of the Airport Authority.

The first phase of the airport terminal building 
renovation was completed in November of 2005, 
which included adding three new passenger 
boarding bridges (covered walkways that connect 
the aircraft to the terminal building) and the 
renovation of the airside passenger waiting area and 
gates. u
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Rendering depicts the lobby and meeter-greeter area

University Air Center Hosts 
Beechcraft and Cirrus Fly-in

Gainesville Regional Airport’s general aviation 
activity increased in January as University 

Air Center (UAC) hosted a Beechcraft and Cirrus 
aircraft fly-in.

Approximately 40 to 50 Cirrus aircraft owners 
attended the fly-in for training.  Cirrus had 12 
instructors assisting with training.  Up to 20 
Beechcraft Baron and Bonanza aircraft owners 
landed at Gainesville Regional Airport from 
locations across the state. 
 
The Beechcraft fly-in was a first for Gainesville and 
was entirely social in nature.  The second annual 
Cirrus fly-in included social and instructional events 

Airport Launches Re-Designed 
Web site

The Airport launched its newly, re-designed 
Web site in March, www.flygainesville.com, 

which is geared to attract more customers to its 
site by providing useful tools and information for 
passengers.

University Air Center Hosts Fly-in

Real-time Flight Tracker on new Airport Web site: 
www.flygainesville.com
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Eclipse Aviation Factory Service 
Center Nears Completion

The Eclipse Aviation Factory Service Center is 
in the 

final stages of 
construction.  
Scherer 
Construction 
is completing 
the 
landscaping 
around the 
hangar, the 
fixtures in the 
facility and the interior finishes for the customer 
service lounge, office and maintenance areas. 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony is expected to be held in 
April.  The Gainesville facility is 61,000 square-feet, 
and it will be part of a network of seven U.S. factory 
service centers dedicated to Eclipse 500 aircraft 
maintenance and support.  This facility will have the 
ability to house more than 160 employees. u

Eclipse Aviation Facility

Congratulations Gators!

Congratulations to the Gators on being the first 
to hold National Championship titles in both 

football and men’s basketball in the same year!

The Airport saw a significant increase in activity, with 
more than a dozen charters heading to the National 
Championship game in January, and Delta added a 
B-757 direct flight to Phoenix, AZ for the game.

Gator Fans on Delta’s B-757 direct flight to Phoenix

The Airport Kicks-off its March 
of Dimes Campaign Efforts

The Airport kicked off its March of Dimes 
campaign in February with nearly 80 people 

attending the spaghetti luncheon hosted by Delta 
Connection/ASA.  Station Manager Ken Williams 
and his team prepared the food and raised $400.  

Delta Connection/ASA Station Manager at the Kick-off 
luncheon in February

The new Web site features real-time flight tracking 
information and a map that displays the location of 
current flights.  This feature is a first for the Airport. 
Previously, the information on the Web site that 
indicated the status of a flight was updated locally 
by the airlines, Continental Connection, Delta 
Connection and US Airways Express.

It also features a cost calculator tool, which is 
designed to help customers determine the total 
cost of a trip flying from Gainesville versus its 
competitors.  The total cost includes mileage, 
parking, and length of travel time. 

The new Web site captures the character and 
essence of the approaching renovations.  The 
Airport’s goal was to make the Web site 
informative, easy to navigate and attractive.  

It was designed by Big Media Studios, http://www.
bigmediastudios.com, and received a Silver ADDY 
award by the Gainesville Advertising Federation 
(GAF), the local affiliate of the American 
Advertising Federation (AAF). u



This Newsletter is brought to you by the Gainesville-Alachua 
County Regional Airport Authority. For comments, suggestions 
or article ideas, please contact Michelle Danisovszky, Manager, 
Public Relations and Govermental Affairs, at michelle@
flygainesville.com or 373-0249.

Gainesville-Alachua County Regional 
Airport Authority Board Members

Peter L. Johnson, Chair 
Joe G. Dunlap, Vice-Chair 
Kinnon Thomas, Secretary/Treasurer 
Billy Brashear
William R. Breeze 
Mark Goldstein
W. E. “Mac” McEachern
James L. Stringfellow
Marilyn L. Tubb
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April:
Delta/ASA will begin the installation of four Kiosk 
Machines for easier check-in at its Medallion/First 
Class check in counter.

April: Groundbreaking for Phase 2 of the Airline 
Terminal renovation

April:
Ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Eclipse Aviation 
Facility.

April 14 and 15: the Gainesville Regional Airshow 
Consortium to hold its second air show at the Airport.
http://www.heartoffloridaairshow.com/

May:
Airport and tenant feast

For more information on these events, please contact the 
Airport at 373-0249.

Airport Events 
& Announcements

Airport Gallery

Right: 
University Air 

Center cheers the 
Gator football team 

as they board the 
plane to Phoenix

Right: 
Authority board 

member Jim 
Stringfellow, Bill 

Pokorny and Cole 
Reed with UAC at 

the Home Show

Left: 
Volunteers at 
Christmas 
Breakfast for 
Passengers

Left: Gator 
fans arrive in 
Gainesville from 
Phoenix, AZ

Right : Thanks to our 
RSVP volunteers for 
helping the Airport 

during November 
and December

A special thanks to...
l Commissioner Lee Pinkoson,  Airport staff, 
Airport Authority Chair Peter Johnson and board 
member Jim Stringfellow and Marilyn Tubb for 
helping with the passenger breakfast on Dec. 21 and 
22 at 5:45 a.m.

Breakfast Sponsors: Continental Connection, Delta 
Connection, US Airways Express, Avis, National/
Alamo and Signs By Tomorrow.

l Airport Authority Chair Peter Johnson, board 
member Jim Stringfellow, Nikki Wagner with 
Holbrook Travel, Sue Boate with AAA and Airport 
staff for helping with the Airport booth at the Home 
Show.

l University Air Center (UAC) for partnering 
with the Airport at the Gainesville Home Show


