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A Place in Time: the Changing Face of St. Augustine 
Harbor 
Aerial photographs provide the visual record of land use changes. We can use images taken over 
a period of years to document Florida's changes. In this unit we have been asked to imagine how 
the environs of St. Augustine might have appeared in 1565 to Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles as 
he tried to establish settlements in Florida. Unfortunately, photography had not been invented so 
hand-drawn maps were the only references available. How strikingly different are the two images 
below that show actual changes that have occurred near St. Augustine in the 20th century. The 
first photograph was taken in 1942, note the month-day-year designation in the upper left corner. 
The other number on this photograph CZA-4C-42 is the flight number CZA-4C and the tile, or 
photograph, number within that flight 42. 

Look at the aerial below. What date was it taken?  
Look for Castillo St. Marcos as your reference point. See what changes have taken place in 
eighteen intervening years. Look for signs of both human development and natural changes in 
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vegetation. The latter is very evident on the sandy dunes of the barrier island. 
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Activity for a Place in Time  

Student ___________________________ Class__________________ Date__________ 
[Print and complete this activity sheet. Submit with the images you print.] 

Basic Skills Needed: 

Before doing this activity, you will need to know how to use the Map interface for the aerials 
project. A very simplified introduction is available at QUICK START. 

 Activity: 
1. Go to the Map interface for the aerial collection and do a Basic Search on a town in Florida. 
 
2. Click on the "Zoom to these Records" link. 
 
3. Click on a Rec (record) number in the database. The dot representing that aerial will turn red. 
Click on the camera icon to view that aerial. Choose an aerial that includes some type of 
distinguishing feature(s), e.g., roads, buildings, lakes, etc. 
 
4. Write down the latitude _______________ and longitude______________ for the image you 
select. Example: 29/47/51N, 82/09/54W 
 
5. What year was the photograph taken?_________ 
 
6. Zoom into the aerial until you can see details (approximately 50%) and print it using your 
browser print command. 

You now have a snapshot of the past. Let's compare it to a more recent photograph. 

7. Open another session of Internet Explorer and go to the Terraserver site at http://terraserver-
usa.com/default.aspx.  
 
8. Click on "Advanced Search" and then on "Advanced Find." 
 
9. Under Advanced Find, click on "Geographic" and type in the degrees, minutes, and seconds 
that you have recorded above for latitude and longitude and click "Geographic Search."  

 
 
10. Once the image displays, change the MAP SIZE to large. 
 
11. What is the date of the photograph?___________ Using the earlier historical aerial as a 
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guide, zoom in on the image until you can match features. HINT: Look for road intersections. 
 
12. Print the image, using the Terraserver Print button at the top, not your browser print. 

 
 
13. Now change the "VIEW" drop down menu to Topo Map and print this image too. NOTE: Topo 
maps are easier to interpret in color, but black and white can be used. 
 

 
The symbols on the Topo Map will help you to interpret what you are seeing in the aerials. Use 
the following US Geological Survey map symbol interpretations to help you: Elevation, 
Boundaries, Land Surface Features, Water Features, Buildings and Related Features, Roads, 
Railroads, and Other.  
 
14. In the space below, compare and contrast the changes that have occurred between the time 
the first aerial was taken and the second. 
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http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/symbols/elevation.html
http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/symbols/boundaries.html
http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/symbols/landsurface.html
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http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/symbols/buildings.html
http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/symbols/roads.html
http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/booklets/symbols/roads.html
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