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Top Notch

HBPd arrests 
suspect in home 
burglary-battery

By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 An anonymous tip led to an arrest in 
the June 28 attack of a 71-year-old woman 
inside her Holmes Beach home — a burglary 
interrupted by the resident.
 Mark Lee Snyder, 55, was arrested July 
3 at his home at 4903 Gulf Drive, Unit 5, 
Holmes Beach, where he cooperated with 
police and consented to a search of his vehi-
cle, according to arresting offi cer Holmes 
Beach Detective Sgt. Brian Hall.
 Hall said Snyder told authorities he lived 

by himself in an apartment 
adjacent to Anna Maria 
Elementary School, for the 
past couple of years.

  Following Miranda 
warnings, Snyder was inter-
viewed at the Longboat 
Key Police Department, 

where he gave a confession to authorities 
before being transported to the Manatee 
County jail.
 Snyder was released July 4 after posting 
a $41,500 bond for the HBPD’s suggested 

HB candidate errs, awaits fate 
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

The fi rst candidate to submit paperwork 
for the 2018 Holmes Beach election is await-
ing word on whether he is disqualifi ed.

“I hope not,” city com-
mission candidate Kim 
Rash said July 7 — about 
his political fate while 
awaiting a determination.

City clerk Stacey John-
ston, Holmes Beach elec-
tion offi cial, confi rmed July 
7 the campaign depository 
paperwork filed by Rash 
was out of compliance. 

Johnston conferred July 
9 with the Florida Super-
visor of Elections Office, 
which she said had taken 

the matter under advisement.
David Zaccagnino, a candidate for the 

charter review commission on the same 
ballot as Rash and a former city commis-
sioner, wrote to Johnston alleging a mis-
take by Rash regarding his campaign bank 
account.

“Because of this extreme error in vio-
lation of state statute, I am asking that his 
campaign be terminated,” Zaccagnino wrote 
in an email July 6 to Johnston.

Holmes Beach Commissioner Marvin 

Grossman failed in 2016 to qualify for re-
election when he submitted his paperwork 
at the 11th hour, but attempted to pay the 
fi ling fee with a personal check rather than 
a check from a campaign account.

Rash said he first contacted Hancock 
Bank, but setting up the account became com-
plicated and he switched to Wells Fargo.

Candidates must declare a depository for 
campaign funds before establishing candi-
dacy, Johnston said. 

They must pay an initial fi ling fee and 
submit the required candidate forms with a 
check from that depository.

In appointing Marjorie Motzer his cam-
paign treasurer June 4, Rash named Hancock 
Bank his depository and a check was written 
on that account for the candidate fi ling fee.

Rash told Johnston he changed his cam-
paign depository bank, but failed to submit 
the paperwork to make it offi cial.

“I guess that was an error,” Rash said. 
 Rash put Hancock Bank on his form, 

Johnston said, then he changed his deposi-
tory. “He told me he was going to change 
banks, but he never put it in writing.”

The Holmes Beach ballot listing the can-
didates has yet to be certifi ed by the SOE. 
Holmes Beach will not have a municipal pri-
mary, but its candidate qualifying dates were 
set early by the county due to requirements 

Rash

PLEASE SEE CANDIDATE PAGE 2

July 4 frivolity, page 12-13.

Top Notch: Week 1
Eagle eye

Holly Avedisian of Braden-
ton wins the fi rst week of this 

year’s Top Notch photo contest 
with this image of a bald eagle 

taking fl ight. The photo was 
taken June 26 in Robinson 

Preserve in west Bradenton. 
This winner will receive an 

Islander “More than a mullet 
wrapper” T-shirt and becomes 
a fi nalist in the contest, which 

offers a grand prize of $100 
from The Islander and an 

assortment of gift certifi cates 
from advertisers. For details 

about entering the contest, see 
page 3 or go to islander.org. 

Hatch time. 15

Op-Ed

Snyder
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Unique Pet Portraits
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Pier plank retrieval
 People who requested engraved planks from 
the Anna Maria City Pier are asked to collect 
them 10 a.m.-noon weekdays through July at city 
hall, 10005 Gulf Drive.
 Be forewarned: The planks are marine-grade 
lumber, 2 by 8 inches by 12 feet, and may require 
assistance to move and transport in an appropri-
ate-sized vehicle.

CANDIDATE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Holmes Beach Detective Sgt. Brian Hall investigates 
June 28 at the scene of a burglary-attack in the 500 
block of 75th Street — an investigation that led to a 
July 3 arrest. Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell

charges of theft, burglary with battery and aggravated 
battery against a 65-year-old person.
 Leading authorities to Snyder’s residence was 
an anonymous caller, who told police “a guy named 
Mark” drove the car portrayed in video images released 
by police, Hall said.

 The HBPD released still images 
and video, widely shared on social 
and news media, showing a vehicle 
approach and park on the street, as 
well as leave, and a man walk to and 
from the burglarized home on 75th 
Street. 
 The victim, on returning home 
from lunch with friends at about 2 
p.m., encountered her attacker when 
she entered her bedroom.
 The man punched her face, caus-
ing her to fall, and kicked her. She 
suffered injuries to her face and rib 
cage, a large laceration to the back of 

her head and at least one broken bone. 
 The man then left with several bags of stolen items, 
including jewelry, in a Nissan Maxima, according to 
Hall’s probable cause affi davit.
 Police found the victim’s purse, containing cash, 
at the front door of her home. 
 She was treated by emergency responders and 
at Blake Medical Center in Bradenton and has since 
returned home.
 “It all matched,” Hall said about the suspect and 
vehicle police located outside Snyder’s Gulf Drive 
residence.
 “Looking at the car and looking at the video, there 
were the same dents,” Hall said, adding Snyder admit-
ted he owned the Nissan and was the only person who 
drove it.
 Inside the vehicle, according to the detective’s affi -
davit, police found several duffl e bags, as well as a 
wide-brimmed hat and painter’s mask, matching those 
worn by the person in the video.

for the August primary ballot and general election in 
November, Johnston said.

Rash said it was an honest mistake with no ill 
intent. 

Johnston agreed.
“He wants to do it right,” John-

ston said. “He’s asked so many ques-
tions. He fi led early before everyone 
else.”

The outcome will be determined 
as soon as possible, according to 

Johnston.
Zaccagnino did not return calls or emails for com-

ment. 

 At the interview at the Longboat Key Police 
Department, Hall said Snyder “confessed to it all.”
 “He said it was random — that it looked like a 
good home to rob,” Hall said.
 Snyder told police he “panicked and freaked out” 
when the woman came home and stood between him 
and his way out. 
 He told the detectives, including LBK Detective 
Lt. Robert Bourque, he took jewelry but discarded it 
in dumpsters and the Manatee River. “The bags had 
blood on them, so he did not want to get caught with 
them,” Hall stated in the affi davit.
 The interview was held at the LBKPD because 
it has a videotape interview room, which the HBPD 
lacks, according to Holmes Beach Police Chief Bill 
Tokajer.
 Formal charges are pending review by the 12th 
Circuit Court State Attorney.
 Snyder’s arraignment is set for 9 a.m. Friday, Aug. 
3, in the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 Mana-
tee Ave. W., Bradenton.
 “This really came together well. We had the com-
munity calling in and there were the video clips people 
provided.
 “A big thank you to the community,” Hall said.
 “I couldn’t have asked for a better outcome.”

ATTACK CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Hall

Tokajer

Johnston
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New Top Notch contest 
deadline July 13

 The Islander’s Top Notch contest begins 
this week.
 The contest celebrates what still is 
known as the “Kodak moment,” despite the 
widespread switch from fi lm to digital tech-
nology.
 Look to July 13 for the fi rst deadline, 
and don’t forget to include your July 4 holi-
day photos. 
 The contest includes six weekly front-
page winners. Each will claim an Islander 
“More than a mullet wrapper” T-shirt or 
coffee mug.
 One weekly shot will take the top prize 
in the Top Notch contest, earning the pho-
tographer a cash prize from The Islander and 
certifi cates from local merchants.
 A pet photo winner is announced in the 
fi nal week.
 Look online this week for complete rules 
and details.
 Please, note, each original JPG must be 
included in a single email with the name of 
the photographer; date the photo was taken; 
location and description, names of recogniz-
able people; and address and phone number 
for the photographer. 
 More rules — published online at www.
islander.org — must be observed.
 — Bonner Joy

Past winners of Top Notch.

SUNSET CRUISES
DOLPHIN TOURSDOLPHIN TOURSDOLPHIN TOURSDOLPHIN TOURS

JOIN US on the ANNA MARIA 
EXPLORER for a romantic sunset 
cruise or educational dolphin tour!

Experience our breathtaking waters on a relaxing cruise.  
90-minute Sunset Tours are fun for the whole family!

cruise or educational dolphin tour!

4 DAILY TOURS!

Great for all ages!

GO
2D
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M SUNSET TOURS 

on the 

ANNA MARIA EXPLORER

$5 OFF Adults

CALL OR BOOK ONLINE TODAY! 941-778-2288
GO2DOLPHINS.COM

402 CHURCH AVE., BRADENTON BEACH

PRIVATE TOURS AVAILABLE

Top Notch
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State dismisses ex-Bradenton Beach mayor’s election complaints

DEP: Complaint to gain title for Cortez stilt house a ‘sham’

Fish processor has beefs with DEP
 Private use of state-owned submerged land in 
Sarasota Bay typically requires lease payments to the 
DEP.
 But there’s an exception when the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection issues Butler Act 
disclaimers.
 The DEP granted A.P. Bell Fish Co. two such dis-
claimers for docks abutting its 4539 124th Street West 
property — in June 2004 for a 2,860-square-foot dock 
and, in February 2014 for three docks, totaling 9,868 
square feet.
 Nonetheless, according to Bell’s Coral Gables 
attorney Joseph Beasley July 5, the company and the 
DEP have “an issue of what is owed as far as rent” for 
land under the Bell-owned docks.
 Beasley said his client is hoping to work out the 
Bell lease dispute as the company seeks a 12th Cir-
cuit decision for the submerged land under the house 
Guthrie-built house in Sarasota bay.
 And, if Bell’s case is successful, Beasley said 
the DEP enforcement case will conclude because the 
DEP’s order is against Guthrie.
 DEP spokeswoman Dee Ann Miller reported 
Bell is $46,035.90 in arrears on lease payments to the 
state.

By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Merriam-Webster dictionary defines a “sham” as 
a trick; cheap falseness; an imitation or counterfeit.
 A sham pleading is a court paper presented in bad 
faith. Blatantly false.
 An attorney for the state’s environmental regulator 
says A.P. Bell Company’s complaint — aiming to gain 
title to land beneath a stilted structure built in Sarasota 
Bay in 2017 — is a “sham.”
 But the Cortez seafood processing company’s 
Coral Gables attorney Joseph Beasley told The Islander 
July 5: “I don’t think that is the case at all.”
 Once the state “sees evidence” of an extension to 
a net camp dating back to the 1920s, Beasley said the 
DEP should grandfather what the agency has ordered 
dismantled and removed.
 Two cases were filed in the 12th Circuit Court after 
Raymond Guthrie Jr. built the structure about 350 feet 
from Bell’s docks sometime February-May 2017 with-
out permits or authorization from the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.
 The DEP sued Guthrie in February for the court’s 
help in enforcing its regulatory order. Bell followed 
with a suit to gain title.
 The “sham” characterization came in a June 27 
answer and one of 10 defenses to the Bell lawsuit 
from the DEP and the board of trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Trust Fund, comprising Gov. Rick Scott 
and his cabinet — a group charged with overseeing 
state-owned land in trust for the citizens of Florida.
 In the answer, Marianna Sarkisyan, attorney for the 
state board and DEP, wrote Bell’s complaint “know-
ingly misrepresents” the structure in dispute is the 
“original” and “historic Guthrie Fish Camp.”
 The state’s answer also asks the court to strike the 
entire complaint, as well as 13 paragraphs of allega-
tions.
 With the answer, the state filed 10 defenses, rebuk-
ing Bell’s claims the structure existed at the site since 
the 1900s, calling them “inherently false.” 
 In a “sham pleading” defense, she added: “In fact, 
the unauthorized enclosed docking structure … was 
built in or around May 2017 by Raymond Guthrie Jr. 
At approximately 1,200 square feet, it occupies a foot-
print that is at least three times larger than any structure 
that may have previously existed at the site.”
 In another defense, Sarkisyan told the court Guth-
rie’s structure is not eligible for a Butler Act disclaimer 
because: “First and foremost, the Butler Act applied 
only to lands that were continuously bulkheaded, filled 
in or permanently improved, from the riparian owner’s 
abutting upland property to the end of a channel.
 “This case, however, involves a standalone struc-
ture that is not now, or was not at any relevant point 
in time, continuously connected to upland property.”
 And being in the channel, the site would not be 
eligible for private ownership, she wrote.
 The attorney for the state also filed a three-count 
civil counterclaim for trespass, ejectment and quiet 
title, asking the court to declare the submerged land 
in the channel south of the Cortez Bridge belongs to 
the state, award damages for trespass after notice and 
eject A.P. Bell and its agents from the property.

 Guthrie and Tom Mora told The Islander in 
mid-May they built the house on stilts near the Bell 
docks.
 Guthrie said he planned to conduct seagrass exper-
iments there and Mora said the structure was built as 
a workshop.
 Since the DEP-Guthrie dispute began, Guthrie’s 
representatives, including Joanne Semmer of Ostego 
Bay Foundation of Fort Myers Beach, have argued the 
DEP should issue a Butler Act disclaimer to grandfa-
ther the structure because there once was a net camp 
on the site.
 In the state’s answer, defenses and counterclaim, 
the state points out the company has not applied nor 
has the DEP granted a disclaimer to any party.
 Semmer is putting together the application with “a 
slew of old photos” and “affidavits from old timers,” 
evidencing the Guthrie net camp and a structure that 
stretches from A.P. Bell’s upland property — expected 
to be submitted to the DEP, Beasley said, “in the next 
week.”
 Net camps, including storage sheds and floating, 
net-drying racks and boat docks were prevalent in the 
1900s in Cortez. Used to dry or store cotton nets, they 
fell out of use with the advent of monofilament nets, 

and hurricanes later destroyed the remnants.
 The DEP inspected the site in June 2017, wrote 
several letters and reached out two months later to 
Guthrie with a “consent order,” which did not guaran-
tee him a disclaimer allowing the structure to remain. 
Guthrie did not execute the order.
 In November 2017, the DEP issued a final order 
requiring Guthrie to remove the house and pay $6,500 
in fines and additional assessments “not to exceed 
$10,000 per day.”
 After Guthrie failed to comply, the DEP filed the 
suit asking a judge to enforce the regulatory order.
 In the enforcement case, the two sides are litigat-
ing over A.P. Bell’s request to intervene in the DEP’s 
enforcement action.
 With similar arguments as in the title case, 
Sarkisyan claimed the fish camps are not considered 
improvements under the Butler Act and, even if the 
structure were built on private land, Guthrie would 
have required a permit.
 No hearing has been set in either case.
 Judge Lon Arend is assigned to both cases.

The house built by 
Raymond Guthrie Jr. 
stands July 6 in Sarasota 
Bay on stilts beyond a 
shrimper and in close 
proximity to the docks at 
the A.P. Bell Fish Co. in 
Cortez. Islander Photos: 
Kathy Prucnell

Raymond “Junior” Guthrie works on the stilt house 
in Sarasota Bay about 350 feet from the A.P. Bell 
docks in May 2017.

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 Another one bites the dust. And another.
 Most of the eight or so complaints filed with the 
Florida Elections Commission by Bradenton Beach 
ex-Mayor Jack Clarke against members of the now-
defunct neighborhood organization Concerned Neigh-
bors of Bradenton Beach have been dismissed.
 In an October 2017 letter to the elections commis-
sion, Clarke alleged the group violated state law by 
failing to register as a political action committee before 
seeking petition signatures for three charter amend-
ments, which were passed by electors Nov. 7, 2017. 
 Clarke filed a second complaint against the group 
for accepting and disbursing funds exceeding $500 
before filing as a PAC.
 In a July 2 letter to John Metz, former treasurer 
for the defunct CNOBB, Florida Elections Commis-

sion executive director Amy McKeever Toman wrote, 
“On June 13, 2018, the Florida Elections Commis-
sion notified Jack Clarke that the complaint he filed 
on Oct. 23, 2017, was legally insufficient. Since the 
commission did not receive any additional informa-
tion that corrected the stated grounds of insufficiency, 
the case is closed.”
 In the letter to Clarke, Toman stated that although 
CNOBB may have failed to register in a timely manner, 
the responsibility to file was not on Metz, one of his 
targets in the complaint.
 Mike Bazzy and Tjet Martin, also former CNOBB 
members, also received letters from the elections com-
mission stating they had been cleared.
 CNOBB formed, according to founder Bill Vin-
cent, as an educational organization. 
 However, because the group collected signatures 
from city electors on petitions for the charter amend-

ments to go on the ballot, Vincent later learned they 
were required to register. The appropriate PAC forms 
were filed Oct. 24, 2017.
 Vincent, also named in Clarke’s complaint, said 
July 6 that he had not received a dismissal from the 
elections commission, but other respondents, includ-
ing his wife, Rose — also a CNOBB member — had 
gotten letters stating their cases were closed.
 “As chair of CNOBB and solely responsible for 
the actions of the now-defunct organization, my case 
remains open at this time,” Vincent wrote The Islander 
July 6.
 It remains unclear how many complaints exist, 
because they are confidential until the election com-
mission releases the parties in the complaint.
 The city formed an ad hoc charter review commit-
tee in May, which is reviewing the 2017 amendments 
for consistency with the charter.
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Milestones
 The Islander welcomes stories about island 
life, as well as photographs and notices of the 
milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, births, 
anniversaries, travels and other events. 
 Submit your announcements and photographs 
with details — along with contact information — 
to news@islander.org.
 Also, visit us on Facebook and join the 11,400-
plus friends who “like” The Islander.

7 months in, Anna Maria building offi cial resigns

Greenbaum

for the building offi cial for 2018-19.
 Greenbaum’s pay during his 6-plus months on the 
job was  $7,291.66 monthly.
 He did not respond to multiple phone messages, 
including July 5 and July 6, asking for comment, and 
was not available at the city offi ce.

Murphy

AM defi nes ultralight planes, 
beach holes as nuisances

By Ryan Paice
Islander Reporter

 The Anna Maria City Commission unani-
mously adopted an ordinance June 28 establishing 
limits on ultralight aviation vehicles and preventing 
hazardous holes dug on the beach. Both are now 
deemed nuisances.
 An ultralight vehicle is defi ned by the Federal 
Aviation Administration as aircraft with one or two 
seats, no more than 254 pounds if powered and 
used for sport or recreational fl ight.
 Pilots are not required by federal law to have 
a pilot’s certifi cate, nor does the aircraft need to be 
registered.
 The ordinance declared all of the city as a con-
gested area, including 1,000 feet into the surround-
ing waters during daylight hours.
 The ordinance prohibits ultralight vehicles 
from being fl own over congested areas or between 
sunset and sunrise in Anna Maria and the surround-
ing area. 
 The provision effectively ends the fl ight of such 
aircrafts in Anna Maria.
 The other provision designates the a large hole 
in beach sand as a hazard to other beachgoers or 
wildlife, and thus a nuisance.
 According to Mayor Dan Murphy, hazardous 
holes will be those determined by common sense 
by on-site inspection by law enforcement or a code 
enforcement offi cer.

By Ryan Paice
Islander Reporter

 A search for a new building offi cial is again under-
way in Anna Maria. 
 David M. Greenbaum resigned his position effec-
tive July 13 to pursue other interests, according to 

Mayor Dan Murphy.
 Greenbaum accepted the post Jan. 
1, succeeding Jimmy Strickland, who 
was fi red Nov. 30, 2017, after a unani-
mous vote of no confi dence from city 
commissioners.
 According to Murphy, Strick-
land’s multiple missteps resulted in a 
citywide loss for homeowners on the 
discounts earned from the National 
Flood Insurance Program that is 
administered by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.
 The building department will be 
short a full-time building offi cial until 

Murphy decides on a candidate to fi ll the post.
 According to the mayor, two people already were 
interviewed for the position and a third interview was 
lined up for the week ending July 13.
 Murphy said he is seeking a candidate with expe-
rience and certifi cation as a building code inspector, 
while also being a “jack-of-all-trades,” someone who 
can handle the tasks a small city requires.
  He also wants to hire someone open to training.
 Commissioners will have the fi nal say on Mur-
phy’s candidate at a city meeting.
 In the meantime, Murphy brought in part-time 
contractor Joe Payne as a temporary building offi cial, 
and made several organizational changes that became 
effective July 5.
 Code enforcement employees now report to deputy 
clerk Debbie Haynes, while building department 
employees report to the mayor.
 At a June 28 budget work session, the Anna Maria 
City Commission agreed to a 4 percent salary increase 

Flags fl y at half-staff
City clerk Stacey Johnston announced Holmes 

Beach was to fl y fl ags at half-staff until sunset July 3 
in honor of the victims of the June 28 shooting at the 
Capital Gazette newspaper in Annapolis, Maryland.

The city move followed a proclamation from Pres-
ident Donald Trump designed to comfort the family 
and friends of the “victims of the terrible act of vio-
lence.”

— Terry O’Connor

Hines, Christenson retain 
planning commission seats
Holmes Beach planning commissioners Barbara 

Hines and Jayne Christenson were unanimously re-
appointed June 26 to the planning 
board by city commissioners.

Hines was fi rst appointed to the 
commission in 2012.

“Thank you very much for allow-
ing me to help my city,” Hines said.

Christenson was appointed 
in 2014 as an alternate to fi ll Scott 

Boyd’s unexpired term. She was appointed a full 
voting member in May 2017 to fi ll Gary Hickerson’s 
unexpired term. 

Their three-year terms expire July 1, 2021.
— Terry O’Connor

Hines
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Apple for Independence Day
 Thank you to The Islander newspaper for the 
apples provided to guests at the Celebrate America 
picnic.
 They were a big hit and really helped to com-
plete our “July Fourth island residents and visitors 
picnic.”
 We served more than 700 hot dogs to a hungry 
crowd, all cooked by our very own “Sgt. Jones Grill-
ing Team” of the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
including Sgt. Mike Jones, Deputy Patrick Manning 
and Deputy Steve Stewart.
 Anna Maria Mayor Dan Murphy

Underwater adventure in
Anna Maria

 Yes, it is sad the pier could not be restored.
 But now, why not think out of the box, and into 
the water.
 George Knutson’s underwater restaurant is worthy 
of a longer look. It is a very interesting idea. 
 It’s not a brand-new idea but it is new for Anna 
Maria, where the mindset is to rebuild the same style 
pier with new materials and really up the historic value 
of the Rod & Reel Pier by comparison.
 The biggest issue — a hurdle worth hurdling — 
would be algae growth.
 In Dubai, they are building houses half-under-
water. They did not think algae growth would be as 
prolifi c as it turned out to be, but daily washing using 
an underwater squeegee was a simple fi x. And thus, a 
new industry was born. 
 I don’t know about having a daily voyeur in my 
underwater bedroom, but outside a restaurant doesn’t 
seem like a problem. 
 So, thank you to George Knutson for your very 
cool idea. 
 David Reid, Hollywood, California

To protect and serve
 Over the years, our police department under the 
leadership of Chief Bill Tokajer has strived to protect 
and serve our community through rigorous community 
policing. The success of community policing proved 
indispensible this past week.
 Our police department, with cross-jurisdictional 
support, was able to apprehend a dangerous criminal 
quickly and effi ciently because of the trust the com-
munity places in our offi cers.
 The team of more than a dozen police from Holmes 
Beach, Bradenton Beach, Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce and Longboat Key ran down good leads from 
the community and was able to quickly make an arrest 
July 3.
 Thanks to all in our community for their watchful 
eyes that provided police with good information.
 Thanks to all for your diligence and dedication to 
the city of Holmes Beach.
 Holmes Beach Mayor Robert Johnson

Thanks to BBPD
 Many thanks to the Bradenton Beach Police 
Department for the assistance in what started as a 
disturbing and unpleasant situation but escalated to 
harassment by vacationers in my neighborhood.
 The offi cer’s professionalism and thoroughness in 
handling the situation was impressive.
 Thanks, guys.
 You were awesome.
 Betsy Sillars, Bradenton Beach

Sweltering
 Last week we were speechless. And sweltering.
 The relentless summer heat can exasperate your 
senses, intensify your emotions and leave you “with a 
pain in the neck, without no feeling.”
 Well, you get the idea. That last little bit is wisdom 
from artist Ruby C. Williams of Bartow. One of her 
works of art hangs in The Islander offi ce, reminding 
us about our existence and mankind.
 It reads, “My name is Jeff you see, but thing about 
mankind is they always leave you with a pain in the 
neck, without no feeling.”
 Ms. Williams is a one-of-a-kind outsider artist and 
an original Floridian. She owns a farm and a road-
side stand in Mulberry where she sells vegetables and 
strawberries and reared her children. It was home-
steaded by her grandparents after the Civil War.
 And she is in art collections wide and far, includ-
ing the permanent collection at the African-American 
Smithsonian Musuem in Washington, D.C.
 Her wit and wisdom and the timeless characters 
in the paintings bring smiles to my face and to many 
people.  
 She would write occasionally, adding (Smile) in 
appropriate places. I hope she’s doing well.
 Meanwhile, scrutiny of the Holmes Beach election 
paperwork has heated up the commission race. 
 Houston, we have a problem.
 The rocket apparently failed to launch for Kim 
Rash’s campaign for city commission. At press time, 
the clerk was attempting to determine if Rash’s switch 
to a new bank depository after paying the fi ling fee 
from another bank account will prompt disqualifi ca-
tion.  
 It went unnoticed by the clerk, but a former city 
commissioner was keyed into the error. 
 Smart money at city hall says Rash should be out. 
After all, in a somewhat similar situation in 2016, a 
commissioner seeking re-election was disqualifi ed. 
 As for Mr. Rash, there’s always next year. 
 We have more concerns for the apparent disregard 
of the law by Joshua Linney, Holmes Beach candidate 
for mayor. His criminal missteps are well documented 
and, while he claims to have found his way on a new 
path, he ignored a demand from this newspaper to 
cease using a photo that appears without permission 
on the supervisor of elections website.
 Grrrr. It leaves me sweltering and thinking again 
of Ms. Williams, mankind and that pain in the neck. 
 — Bonner Joy  
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We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. We also offer 
online e-edition subscriptions — a page-by-page view of the weekly news for 
only $36 per year, but you must sign up online. It’s the best way to stay in touch 
with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. 
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even real estate transactions … 
everything you need if your “heart is on Anna Maria Island.” 
 If you don’t live here year-round, use this form to subscribe by (snail) mail 
for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend mail subscriptions — you 
get The Islander free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery) 
 ❑ 1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

MAIL TO: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _________________

Credit card: ❏ d ❏ u No.  ___________________________________________

Name shown on card: _____________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: ______________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: _____________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND — SINCE 1992
3218 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

10&20 years ago

You can peruse The 
Islander newspa-
per archive, dating 
back to its launch in 
November 1992, at 
ufdc.ufl .edu. 

In the headlines: July 8, 1998
 The Holmes Beach City Commission heard 
from the public, including Bob Jorgensen, that 
dredging of the city’s canals as mandated by the 
comprehensive plan should be funded in the city’s 
yearly budget, not by an annual assessment or by 
raising property taxes.
 Bradenton Beach city commissioners agreed 
that a proposal to purchase the Bradenton Beach 
Marina hinged on whether the property could be 
declared tax-exempt if leased to a management 
company.
 Anna Maria public works director Phil Char-
nock told city commissioners he was reviewing a 
proposal by developer Jim Toomey for Bayview 
Plaza, a retail-offi ce complex to be built on the site 
of the former Anchorage restaurant.

In the headlines: July 9, 2008
 After Anna Maria was forced to delay the start 
of its stormwater drainage project because it never 
received the required Southwest Florida Water 
Management District permit.
 A couple of candidates in the Aug. 26 primary 
prematurely planted political signs in Anna Maria. 
In Anna Maria, John Chappie’s signs for the Dis-
trict 3 county commission race and signs for school 
board candidate David Miner were required by 
code enforcement offi cer Gerry Rathvon to come 
down.
 Some island businesses sought to build a public 
relations campaign to compensate for losses from 
the closure of the Anna Maria Island Bridge. The 
bridge, undergoing a multi-million dollar rehab, 
was scheduled to be closed for 45 days beginning 
Sept. 29.

Runway or
driveway?
The home on Flo-
tilla Drive across the 
road from the Holmes 
Beach airstrip in this 
1971 photo boasts a 
four-door garage, but 
it is not large enough 
for the aircraft parked 
in the driveway. The 
airfi eld, where the 
Island Library and 
Holmes Beach City 
Hall stand, closed a 
year or two after this 
photo. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Manatee 
County Public Library 
digital collection

VISIT OUR 8,000+SF SHOWROOM
6807 14TH ST. W., BRADENTON (across from Alex Karras Lincoln)

YOUR COMPLETE CASUAL FURNITURE STORE

ANNUAL JULY
SALE 

An apology for July 4 fi zzle
 On behalf of the Sandbar Restaurant manage-
ment and staff, I would like to personally apologize 
for the delay and drastically shortened Fourth of July 
Fireworks display we were all looking forward to this 
year.
 This event has been a tradition for 32 years and, 
until last night, had always gone off without a hitch. 
 Unfortunately, our longtime fireworks partner 
experienced multiple technical and logistical chal-
lenges along with early questionable weather, which 
ultimately caused the delay and abbreviated show.
 It was by no means our intention to short-change 
anyone on this exciting event and we certainly under-
stand that many attendees may have felt let down by 
the outcome. 
 The Sandbar team wholeheartedly understands 
everyone’s disappointment, hopes this doesn’t dampen 
everyone’s spirit over this holiday week and wants you 
to know we fully intend to continue this wonderful 
tradition for years to come. 

 The annual Fourth of July and New Year’s Eve 
fi reworks displays, along with our Easter celebration 
and Christmas for Kids events, always have been a 
great sense of pride for me and our team, and they 
provide us a way to give back to the community. 
 We appreciate your understanding and hope to see 
you at our next event. 
 Ed Chiles, Chiles Restaurant Group 

Editor’s note: This statement was posted July 5 to the 
Facebook page for the Sandbar Restaurant in Anna 
Maria.
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Click!
 The Islander welcomes news of the milestones 
in readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, births, 
deaths, travels and other events. Submit notices and 
photographs to news@islander.org.

Anna Maria City
 July 12, 6 p.m., city commission.
 July 26, 6 p.m., city commission.
 Aug. 9, 6 p.m., city commission.
 Aug. 14, 4 p.m., planning and zoning.
 Aug. 23, 6 p.m., city commission.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 July 11, 9:30 a.m., CRA.
 July 12, 1 p.m., department heads.
 July 18, 1 p.m., planning and zoning.
 July 19, noon, city commission.
 July 24, 10 a.m., city commission.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 July 11, 9 a.m., city commission (budget).

 July 12, 6 p.m., city commission. CANCELED
 July 24, 9 a.m., city commission.
 July 24, 6 p.m., city commission. CANCELED
 July 26, 6 p.m., city commission. CANCELED
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, holmesbeachfl .org.

West Manatee Fire Rescue
 July 17, 6 p.m., fi re commission.
 WMFR administration building, 6417 Third Ave. 
W., Bradenton, wmfr.org.

Manatee County
 July 24, 9 a.m., county commission.
 July 26, 9 a.m., county commission (land use).
 Administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. W., 
Bradenton, 941-748-4501, mymanatee.org.

Of interest
 • July 12, U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan aide’s offi ce 
hours, 10 a.m.-noon, Holmes Beach City Hall.
 Send notices to calendar@islander.org and 
news@islander.org.

Meetings

Buchanan aide at
HB city hall July 12

 An aide to U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Sarasota, 
will hold offi ce hours Thursday, July 12, at Holmes 
Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive.
 Hours for fi eld representative Gary Tibbetts will 
be 10 a.m.-noon.
 For more information, call city hall at 941-708-
5800.

Luau ‘restores faith,’ raises almost $40K for fi re victims

Jim and Ronee Brady, owners of West Coast Surf 
Shop, attend the June 30 luau held at the Center of 
Anna Maria Island to aid their recovery from an 
April 15 fi re. Islander Photo: Ryan Paice

By Ryan Paice
Islander Reporter

 Nearly 600 people attended the “Rising Above 
the Flames” benefi t for West Coast Surf Shop owners 
Jim and Ronee Brady, bringing thousands of dollars 
in contributions.
 The luau June 30 at the Center of Anna Maria 
Island in Anna Maria included raffl es, auction prizes, 
entertainment, food and drinks.
 According to organizer Joe Hutchinson, the event 
raised approximately $38,000 for the Bradys, whose 
store and apartments were damaged in an April 15 
fi re.
 According to Hutchinson, Jim Brady wants to 
give a portion of the money raised to the center for its 
involvement.
 The surf shop, 3902 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, is 
one of the oldest in Florida, having been established 
at another Holmes Beach location in 1964. Over the 

years, the Bradys have become an integral part of the 
island community.
 “I think everybody felt so bad about the fi re that 
they wanted to come together and show support to a 
family that most everybody’s come in contact with at 
one time or another on the island,” Hutchinson said 
June 28 in a phone interview. “The whole thing has 
kind of blown up.
 “We expected it to be big, but we didn’t know we 
were going to have a venue for bands and the amount 
of support throughout the community.”
 Musicians Trevor Bystrom and Kristie Armas 
played, DJ Chuck Caudill took the stage and Kettle of 
Fish performed before a live auction began.
 The silent and live auctions featuring local art, gift 
certifi cates and other items, as well as food and drink 
sales, including contributions from the Sandbar Res-
taurant and Duffy’s Tavern, boosted the fundraising.  
 The Bradys expect to recover their losses from 
insurance and repair the building, but, according to 
Hutchinson, the insurance does not include compensa-
tion for the six months the shop will remain closed and 
a projected $500,000 loss in revenue.
 Regardless, he said, the main goal of the event 
wasn’t to raise money, but to show camaraderie.
 “It’s been a wonderful thing and it’s really brought 
the community together,” Hutchinson said. “It’s really 
been astounding how many people came forward.
 “It restores your faith in humanity.”

Vacation rental licensing ongoing in Bradenton Beach
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach is ironing out the kinks in its 
new vacation-rental licensing program.
 The lodging license is required for vacation rent-
als in the city, except those with on-site management 
located in certain zoning districts.
 In August 2017, the city adopted the amended 

quality-of-life ordinance, as well as the associated 
fee schedule for its transient public lodging establish-
ment license — now required for short-term rentals, 
to help regulate noise, trash and parking at vacation 
rental homes.
 By the March 19 fi ling deadline, the response from 
property owners was low, with 130 registrations from 
the 461 licensed rentals in the city.

 As of July 3, the city issued 384 TPLE licenses 
with 111 more applications being processed, according 
to city treasurer Shayne Thompson.
 In a July 2 email to vacation rental owners, Thomp-
son wrote, “City staff is still reviewing a number of 
applications for the TPLE licensing. We’re fi nding a 
number of ‘typical’ defi ciencies that are complicating 
the matter.”
 He wrote that some applications lack information, 
such as clearly labeled bedrooms on the interior site 
plan, as well as the location of smoke detectors, car-
bon-monoxide detectors, if applicable, and fi re extin-
guishers. Additionally, the exterior plan must show the 
parking arrangement.
 “Another issue that we’re finding is that the 
required inspections are not progressing very 
smoothly,” Thompson wrote. The ordinance requires 
the rental units be inspected for safety, “and to allow 
the city to provide documentation and records related 
to the structure for purposes of future potential safety 
issues.”
 Thompson noted that the city’s inspectors were 
having diffi culties setting appointments for inspection 
— which should take about 10 minutes to complete — 
because either the units are occupied by guests or no 
one is available to provide entry for the inspector.
 “Please, remember that failure to get the inspec-
tions performed may be a basis for code enforcement 
action, up to and including revocation or suspension 
of the rental license,” Thompson wrote.
 Gail Garneau, Bradenton Beach code enforcement 
offi cer, said July 3, she has been researching rental 
websites for renters who have not registered as a TPLE 
or have stated occupancy on their TPLE that confl icts 
with the online advertising.
 She said most people she noticed have come into 
compliance voluntarily by starting the application pro-
cess.
 “All notices are then copied to the Manatee County 
Tax Collector for their team to research properties to 
identify any tax under-reporting, such as the bed tax,” 
Garneau said.
 She said one concern is people who convert 
ground-level space, like a garage, into a rental unit. 
She said people who do not come into compliance 
could be fi ned up to $250 per day and are subject to a 
hearing before the special master.
 “The process is going well on our end,” Garneau 
said. “Most people are doing what needs to be done 
and the others are being noticed immediately when we 
see a violation.”
 The TPLE packet and application can be down-
loaded at www.cityofbradentonbeach.com.

Cortezians 
picnic, 

rain or shine
Between rain-
drops June 28, 

Toni Hodson, Chris 
Landry, Kaye Bell, 

Bob Landry and 
Linda Molto, visit 

on the porch during 
the Cortez Village 
Historical Society 

community picnic at 
the Cortez Cultural 

Center, 11655 Cortez 
Road W., Cortez. 
Islander Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell
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SUMMER FUN SPECIAL
10% 
OFF 
ANY 

1707 1st St. E., Bradenton
Where Hwy 41 & 301 meet @ 17th Ave

“Best Place to 
Find Anything!”

Entire Flea Market Open 

Bring the Family!
Spend the Day!

Chill Out!

RED BARN FLEA MARKET 
HAS COOL

AIR CONDITIONING

941-747-3794
www.redbarnfl eamarket.com

Red Barn (indoor) Plaza OPEN Tuesday-Sunday
(see website for details)

Please, clip and save this reminder 
for your beachgoer friends and Gulf 
of Mexico swimmers.

Anna Maria clerks hunt down unregistered vacation rentals
By Ryan Paice

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach is not the only city seeking out 
vacation property owners.
 Anna Maria staff identifi ed nearly 200 unregis-
tered vacation rentals and they expect the number to 
grow as the hunt continues.
 The city said 170 vacation rental properties have 
been identifi ed and registered, with more uncovered 
and awaiting registration.
 However, records or registered and nonregistered 
VROs were not available at press time.
 City clerk Leanne Addy, the head of the city’s 
search team, said this problem might be due to vaca-
tion rental owners not knowing city code and require-
ments.
 Registration rules can be found on the city’s web-
site, but owners might not know to look.
 Addy, administrative assistant Stephanie Janney 
and deputy clerk Debbie Haynes identifi ed vacation 
rentals that previously registered, but are not current, 
then assess if the properties remain vacation rentals.
 This is done by checking various websites, such 
as Airbnb.com and HomeAway, to see if properties 
are being advertised as vacation rentals. Sometimes 
verifi cation involves an in-person look at the property 
to check for activity.
 Compared to the initial 2016-17 fl at-rate registra-
tion fee, this year’s occupancy-based registration fee 

is a lighter hit to vacation rental owners’ wallets. In 
fact, most vacation rental owners are required to pay 
signifi cantly less than a year ago.
 Instead of a levying a $951 registration fee per 
vacation rental unit, the registration fee is based on 
the number of bedrooms. For each bedroom deemed 
“not just a closet” by code enforcement, the property’s 
occupancy increases by two on top of a base occu-
pancy of two people, according to Addy.
 For instance, a vacation rental property with two 
bedrooms would have an occupancy of six. The annual 
registration fee for such a property would be $222.78 
for the year.
 Every additional occupant adds $37.13 to the reg-
istration fee, up to a maximum of 29 occupants and a 
$1,076.77 annual fee, although, Addy said, there are 
no rental properties at that level of occupancy.
 She said registration fees and code enforcement 
revenues are set to meet department expenses, not to 
profi t. With a larger number of registered vacation rent-
als sharing the city’s code costs, the fee is lower.
 One of the most common fi nes against owners who 
fail to register vacation rental properties is the one for 
misleading advertising.
 According to the city code, the fi ne for mislead-
ing advertising is not to exceed $500 or 60 days of 
imprisonment, but every day the violation continues 
constitutes a separate offense with the same punish-
ment.

 Addy said there are no current cases in which fi nes 
are being levied on vacation rental owners, but she 
couldn’t say if vacation rental owners had been fi ned 
in the past without doing more research. She only 
recently took on the task of monitoring VROs.

Addy said the she wants to work with unregistered 
vacation rental owners and, in most cases, fi nes would 
only be levied when the owner is noncompliant.
 “Right now, I’ve kind of been a bit lax on that just 
because of the fact that I am new at this,” Addy said. 
“I recently took this over and, until I get a good handle 
on everything, I don’t want to be throwing out fi nes 
and penalizing everybody because I don’t think that’s 
right.”
 The rental registration rules were adopted Nov. 19, 
2015.
 Short-term rental owners are obligated to register 
their property with the city annually by April 1.
 Registration requires submittal of the completed 
form, payment, as well as interior and exterior site 
sketches.
 Licenses with the Florida Department of Busi-
ness and Professional Regulation, certifi cation with 
the Florida Department of Revenue and evidence of 
an account with the Manatee County Tax Collector are 
requested with the application.
 Questions regarding vacation rentals should be 
directed to the city administration offi ce, 10005 Gulf 
Drive, or call the clerk at 941-708-6130.
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3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 941.778.0400

313 Pine Ave, Anna Maria, 941.778.0500

.

full service salon and spa off ering…
Hair ~ Nails ~ Massage ~ Facials
 Acupuncture ~ Body Treatments  
 ~ Bikini and Brazilian Waxing ~ 

AMI Chamber of Commerce
2017 Best Business of the Year 

Visit www.islander.org for the best news on AMI.

The Islander Calendar
ARTS & 

ENTERTAINMENT
LOOK AHEAD ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 Sept. 29, Anna Maria Island Privateers semi-formal “time 
machine” ball, Anna Maria. Information: 931-639-0986.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 Throughout July, Island Gallery West exhibits Jane Keeling’s 
“Wherever You Roam” paintings, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6648.
 Through Aug. 19, “Things Come Apart” exhibit, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
  Second Wednesdays, Think + Drink (science), South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m., Shanty Singers, Florida Maritime 
Museum, 4415 119th St. W., Cortez. Information: 941-708-6120.
 First Fridays, 6-9 p.m. ArtWalk in the Village of the Arts, around 
12th Street West and 12th Avenue West, Bradenton. Also, Saturdays 
after the fi rst Fridays. Information: villageofthearts@gmail.com.
 Second Saturdays, 2-4 p.m., Music on the Porch, Florida Mari-
time Museum, 4415 119th St. W., Cortez. Information: 941-708-
6120.

KIDS & FAMILY
ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Thursday, July 12
 10 a.m. — Tampa Taiko Drums performance, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Friday, July 13
 10 a.m. — Forty Carrots — Partners in Play, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Saturday, July 14
 10 a.m. — Origami crafting, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
 2 p.m. — Lego Day for all ages, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Tuesday, July 17
 10 a.m. — Preschool storytime, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 Through July 28, Libraries Rock! Summer Reading Program, 
Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-

778-6341.
 Tuesdays, through July, 10 a.m., Anna Maria Island Turtle 
Watch and Shorebird Monitoring Turtle Talks, CrossPointe Fellow-
ship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-5638.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 First Saturdays, Family Night at the Museum, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 Fourth Wednesdays, “Stelliferous Live” star talk, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131. 

CLUBS & 
COMMUNITY

ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, July 11
 Noon — Adult coloring club, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Thursday, July 12
 1 p.m. — Back to the Future: Neighborhood Services Com-
munity Visioning Project program, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Friday, July 13
 11:30 a.m. — Senior Adventures meets for pizza, Fire and 
Stone Pizza, 10519 Cortez Road W., Bradenton. Information: 941-
538-0945.
 2 p.m. — Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 Second and fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m. Just Older Youth/JOY 
Brown Bag Lunch Series, Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., veterans services assistance, Island 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 Third Thursdays, 11:45 a.m., Successful Women Aligning 
Together meets, Bridge Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee applies. Information: 941-345-5135.
 Fridays, Senior Adventures usually meets to carpool on an 
adventure or for an activity, Annie Silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-538-0945.
 Second Fridays, 6 p.m., AMI Resident Community Connec-
tions, Center of Anna Maria Island, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-1908.

Studio
315 58th St
Holmes Beach 
FL  34217

.com

941-778-2711

WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHY

Island Shopping 
Center
5400 Marina Drive 
at the Holmes Beach 
laundromat.
941-705-4603
yptapparel.com

Island happenings

‘Water Dancing’ a winner
Cortez artist Susanna Spann won fi rst-place at the Art Center Manatee’s Member’s Exhibition with her 
watercolor “Water Dancing #1-Rhumba.” The exhibition runs through July 27 at the center, 209 Ninth 
St. W., Bradenton. Spann also won a “best of color” award at the Green Mountain Watercolor Exhibi-
tion in Waitsfi eld, Vermont, for her painting “Dianna in Wonderland.” Islander Courtesy Photo

Signature 
ISLANDER gifts
NEW! Mugs, $10 each. 
All-cotton AMI tote bags, 
$5. Plus white and tie-dye 
“More-Than-a-Mullet-
Wrapper” T-shirts, $10-$15, 
and AMI stickers, $2. Come 
shop at 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach, sandwiched 
between Walgreens and the 
bagel cafe!

Submit your social news to news@islander.org. Please, 
include the time, date and location for events, as well 
as a contact name and phone number for publication. 
And, thanks for sharing!
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33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!
Ladies and Gents -- 2-year 

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tue-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2 • ATM & CCs •  941-798-9585

Submit your social news to news@islander.org. Please, 
include the time, date and location for events, as well 
as a contact name and phone number for publication. 
And, thanks for sharing!

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Island happenings

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com

8

Joanna Karpay
Tampa native & award-winning
artist Joanna Karpay has been
making art since chilldhood.
Many of her works reflect her
love of the natural beauty she
finds all around us. Stop  in 
the gallery to see her latestthe gallery to see her latest
series of paintings. Joanna’s
work is also on our website.

www.islandgallerywest.com
5368 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach
Mon-Sat 10-5 941-778-6648

Your Anna Maria Island
 “Toes in the Sand” 

Beach Wedding Specialist!
 

 

Britney Gary – Office: 
941.226.1080

Online: ShoreThingWeddings.com

Shore Thing 
Weddings

Click!
 The Islander welcomes news of the milestones 
in readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, travels 
and other events. Send notices and photographs 
with detailed captions — along with complete con-
tact information to news@islander.org.

Visit www.islander.org for the best news on AMI.

The Islander Calendar
 Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island break-
fast meeting, Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe, Manatee Public Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1383.
 Tuesdays, noon, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, Bridge 
Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-
518-1965.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 Third Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m., the New Floridian Club. Infor-
mation: 941-580-5932.

GAMES, SPORTS & 
OUTDOORS

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m., horseshoes pitched, Anna 
Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-
6130.
 Most Fridays, 11:30 a.m. or 1 p.m. (call for times) mahjong 
games, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-6341.
 Mondays, noon, bridge, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 Most Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m., mahjong games and instruction 
for beginners, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 First and third Wednesdays usually, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church Golfi ng for God, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. Info: 941-778-0414.
 Through Aug. 26, the Bradenton Marauders play home games 

at LECOM Park, 1611 Ninth St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Informa-
tion: 941-747-9442.

GOOD TO KNOW
SAVE THE DATES

 Monday, Aug. 13, fi rst day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
  Monday, Sept. 3, Labor Day.
 Wednesday, Oct. 31, Halloween.
 Sunday, Nov. 4, daylight saving time ends.

GET LISTED
 Send announcements for The Islander calendar to calendar@
islander.org. The deadline for listings is the Wednesday before the 
publication date. Please include the date, time, location and descrip-
tion of the event, as well as a phone number for publication.

GOOD DEEDS
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

 Looking for volunteer opportunities on or around Anna Maria 
Island? These organizations are seeking help:
 The Roser Food Bank needs donations of cash and nonperish-
able food. The pantry is administered by Roser Memorial Community 
Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 Moonracer Animal Rescue seeks volunteers to offer foster and 
forever homes for rescued animals. Information: 941-345-2441.
 Seeking volunteers for an organization or an event? Email 
calendar@islander.org with the details. Please include a contact 
name and phone number.

Senior Adventures
to meet for pizza

 The Senior Adventures group will meet at 11:30 
a.m. Friday, July 13, for lunch — oven-baked pizza 
and salads — at Fire and Stone Pizza, 10519 Cortez 
Road W., Cortez.
 Senior Adventures is a group of older adults that 
meets most Fridays for an adventure — an outing or a 
gathering at Annie Silver Community Center.
 The group plans to gather at 10 a.m. Friday, July 
20, at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd 
St. N., Bradenton Beach, for a potluck lunch and a 
talk by member Denise Gardner about traveling to 
Africa.
 In addition, the group will hold a potluck lunch and 
book sale Friday, July 27. The sale will be 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the Annie Silver Community Center. Lunch 
will be at about noon.
 For more information or to RSVP, call Kaye Bell 
at 941-538-0945.

Tickets available for 
Privateers semi-formal ball

 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will host the 
“Privateer Time Travel Extravaganza” Saturday, 
Sept. 29, at the Center of Anna Maria Island, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 An announcement invites people to “come 
join the Anna Maria Island Privateers and travel 
back in time to when pirates sailed the open seas, 
when adventurers explored unknown territories 
looking for treasure, when the age of steam and 
machine working together were on the brink of 
discovery, when starlets and hero’s graced the 
silver screen.”
 Attendees, according to an announcement 
from the Privateers, should plan to dress in period 
costume — that is a costume from their favorite 
period.
 The “semi-formal ball” will feature food and 
drink, dancing and music, raffl es and auctions — 
and probably pirate antics.
 Hours will be 5-10 p.m.
 Tickets will cost $48.
 For tickets, go online to www.amiprivateers.
memberlodge.org or call Kim “Syren” Boyd at 
931-639-0986.
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Privateers toss beads to paradegoers near 77th Street in Holmes Beach, during the annual Fourth 
of July Parade on Anna Maria Island. The parade started at Coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach 
and ended at the Anna Maria City Pier in Anna Maria. Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Jocelyne Turner, 8, displays her haul of goodies July 
4 during the AMI Privateer’s annual Fourth of July 
Parade. Jocelyne traveled from Tampa with her family 
to cash in on the parade bootie. Islander Photo: Karen 
Riley-Love

Parade-watchers and pirates from the Skullywag wave from the corner of Pine Avenue and South Bay 
Boulevard as the parade makes its way through Anna Maria July 4. The AMI Privateers sponsor the 
parade. Islander Photo: Karen Riley-Love

Chil-
dren leap 
to grab 
beads 
thrown 
from floats 
during the 
annual 
Anna 
Maria 
Island 
Privateers 
Fourth 
of July 
Parade. 
Islander 
Photo: 
ChrisAnn 
Silver 
Esformes

Addie Cornett, 10, aims her super-soaker water gun from the roof of a 
pickup truck July 4 as the Anna Maria Island Privateers Fourth of July 
parade winds northward. The route for the 7-mile parade was from 
Coquina Beach to the Anna Maria City Pier. Islander Photo: Karen 
Riley-Love

A crowd at the annual Anna Maria Island Privateers Fourth of July Parade near 77th 
Street in Holmes Beach gets cooled off by a water cannon stream from a passing float. 
Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
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Dolphin Watches • Sunsets

INSHORE/OFFSHORE
GUIDED 4-6-8 
HOUR TRIPS...
PLUS, 2-HOUR 
FAMILY-FUN FISHING

ISLAND 
BUSTER 
FISHING 
CHARTERS
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Anna Maria Mayor Dan Murphy serves up a hot dog 
at the Anna Maria July 4 celebration at City Pier 
Park. Guests were offered hot dogs, cold drinks and 
apples, and several local organizations provided 
giveaways. Islander Photo: Karen Riley-Love

Guests sit at picnic tables under a sail canopy at City Pier Park July 4 to eat hot dogs served from the 
white- and red-topped tents and escape the sun. Islander Photo: Ryan Paice

Manatee County 
Sheriffs Deputy Pat-
rick Manning, left, 
Sgt. Mike Jones and 
Deputy Steve Stew-
art grill hot dogs 
for hundreds of 
people attending the 
Anna Maria July 
4 event, Celebrate 
America at City 
Pier Park. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy 
Mayor Dan Murphy

Michelle Snell, daughter Zoie, 
son Will and husband Steve give 
some puppy love to their four-
legged family members July 4. 
The group traveled from Lake-
land to participate in the annual 
Anna Maria Island Privateer’s 
Fourth of July parade and they  
ended the parade at the City 
Pier Party. Pugs Maya, Honey-
bear, Lupita and LeBron James 
went along for the ride. Islander 
Photo: Karen Riley-Love

BELOW LEFT: Dekoda Ingram, 
8, enjoys an apple at the Anna 
Maria July 4 celebration at City 
Pier Park. Dekoda was on holi-
day from Lithia. The Islander 
donated the apples. Islander 
Photo: Karen Riley-Love

Mary “One Less Car” Seine rests up next to her 
three-wheeler at the July 4 city celebration fol-
lowing the Anna Maria Island Privateer’s Fourth 
of July parade. Seine recently turned 93. Islander 
Photo: Jack Elka
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WE 
TWEET 
TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
HUMIDITY CONTROLS! 



Are you going away and closing your 
home, even for a short while? Help prevent  

mildew formation with a dehumidistat.  
It works with your existing thermostat  

to turn your system on only when  
the two humidity forming conditions,  

heat and humidity, are met.   


For only $188, you can buy  
“peace of mind.” Price includes  

installation and sales tax. 



Structure your water 
and drink the healthiest
water ever ... just like 
nature intended.

No Filters • No Chemicals • Whole House • Portables
To view installed house unit in Holmes Beach, 

call June at 302.670.8373.
See, taste, feel and smell the water. 

www.divinewatershop.com

IT’S HOT OUTSIDE, 
STAY COOL
AC Tune-Up Special 

$7999 
Performance test, ACUV dye, 
up to 1 pound of freon. 
Exp 10-22-14. CALL GROOMS!

5608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 
941.896.7898

Expires 07-18-18

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

14
26

59
6)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975
Two Florida State-Certifi ed Master Plumbers

MONTHLY BIN CLEANING SERVICE • Residential & Commercial

GOT STINK?
Are you afraid to go near your trash and recycling bins? 

Does your garage reek of last month’s dinners?
Bins Be Clean can wash it all away, leaving your bins clean, 

smelling fresh, and bacteria free. 

941-778-0020 
www.BinsBeClean.com

L IFE  AUTO HOME BOAT BUSINESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

Social media connects mourning family with sea turtle nest
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 She said she didn’t know if she could ever come 
back to Anna Maria Island.
 She said the tragedy was almost too much to 
bear.
 Whitney Calabrese, a schoolteacher from Ken-
tucky, had visited almost yearly since she and hus-
band Johnny honeymooned on Anna Maria Island in 
2006.
 In the summer of 2016, Calabrese was fi ve months 
pregnant when she and Johnny and daughter Lily-
anna, then 6, again vacationed on the island. During 
that trip, Whitney became ill and, upon returning to 
Kentucky, found out their son, Lincoln, had died in 
utero. She said she believes it happened while they 
were vacationing. He later was delivered, stillborn.
 “My love for AMI was almost destroyed through 
this catastrophe,” Calabrese wrote in a July 5 email 
to The Islander. “I really wasn’t sure if I could bear 
returning to what used to be our joyful place, but we 
did.”
 They vacationed during the summer of 2017.
 She said they decided to honor Lincoln by adopt-
ing a sea turtle nest through Anna Maria Island Turtle 
Watch and Shorebird Monitoring.
 AMITW offers an “adopt-a-nest” program, a spon-
sorship that brings donations to the group.
 For $100, participants receive a plaque at the nest-
ing site. They also receive a letter of appreciation, a 
certifi cate, data from their nest and a possible tax dona-
tion.
 After the nest hatches, the honorary plaque goes 
to the donor.
 When the program started in 2003, there were 10 
or so sponsored plaques. This year, more than 200 
nests were adopted, according to Suzi Fox, AMITW 

executive director.
 Calabrese said when her family realized they 
would not be able to travel to the island this year to 
see their nest, she posted to an AMI Facebook group, 
asking if anyone would send her a picture.
 The response was overwhelming.
  She said within minutes 10 people from across the 
country offered assistance. “This included vacationers 
and locals. The post alone had 100 likes. Someone 
even stated they would follow the nest throughout the 
season and send photos via email,” Calabrese wrote.
 She said the fi rst posts were photos taken by a 
woman who also is a teacher from Kentucky.
 “All at once, it brought tears and a smile to my 
face,” Calabrese wrote. 
 Fox said the adoption program is meant to be a 
source of happiness and healing.
 “Many people who adopt nests are coming to 
terms with something sad or diffi cult,” Fox said. “By 
memorializing the event with something happy — the 
chance for new life — they are turning the tears into 
something that is beautiful.”
 Calabrese said the nest adoption — and public 

response —reconnected her to the island.
 “Something is so magical about the island,” Cala-
brese wrote. “It connects you to nature. It connects 
you to people. We’re so enthralled to think now our 
baby Lincoln has his own connection to the island as 
well.”
 For more information, visit the AMITW website 
at www.islandturtlewatch.com and follow the link to 
adopt a nest.

The plaque commemorates a sea turtle nest adopted 
by the Calabrese family of Kentucky to memorialize 
their son, Lincoln, who died in 2016. People stepped 
up on social media and honored the Calabrese’s 
request for a photo of the nest and plaque on learn-
ing the family could not travel to Anna Maria Island. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy Tammy Crouch Conyers/
Facebook

Johnny, Lilyanna, then 6, and Whitney Calabrese in 
2016, vacationing on Anna Maria Island. The family 
adopted a sea turtle nest to honor their unborn son, 
Lincoln. Islander Photo: Courtesy Whitney Cala-
brese

As of July 8, there were 388 nests and 456 
false crawls on the AMI.
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Neff

By Lisa Neff

Long nights, chirpy mornings
 Be prepared to encounter grouches and grumps 
July 17.
 Why? 

 Well, research from Sleepopolis.
com suggests Floridians can expect 
their most sleepless night of the year 
July 16.
 Now, Sleepopolis.com, which 
contains reviews of sleep products, 
encourages you to purchase a new 
latex mattress, but it also says there’s 

science behind the forecast.
 Sleepopolis analyzed 30 years of weather data, 
looking at temperatures, humidity and hours of sun-
light. Based on a combination of hottest overnight 
temperatures, hours of sunlight in the days and prob-
ability of high humidity, Sleepopolis statistically pin-
pointed the night in each state when inhabitants can 
expect the most uncomfortable, most sleepless night 
of the year.
 The forecast date has come and gone for Mon-
tana, while the night people in Northern California 
and Hawaii will be tossing and turning will be Aug. 
11.
 Sleepopolis’ calculation for Florida uses these 
stats: The warmest night of the year will be July 22, 
at 73 degrees.
 The date with the highest probability of high 
humidity will be Aug. 6, at 98 percent of the day.

 The longest day of the year was June 21, with 
847 minutes of sunlight.
 Someone’s math gets us to July 16 for the worst 
night’s sleep of the year — at least for those like me 
who don’t live sealed up in air conditioning.
 I prefer open windows, because how can you 
fall asleep listening to the chirps of crickets and the 
croaks of frogs with the house sealed and the hum of 
the air conditioner?
 With windows closed tight, how can you wake 
to the fi rst calls of songbirds and the waning calls of 
night critters?
 I grew up sleeping through summer nights with 
the windows open and the fl oor fans whirling. Maybe 
on the nights when a mosquito broke in to buzz my 
ears, I cursed the lack of air conditioning in my home, 
but mostly I slept comfortably and woke cheerfully 
to the wild sounds of summer.
 For the adult years I lived in Chicago, I did 
sleep with windows shut and secured against the 
elements — criminal ones. I invested in a “sound-
soother,” but the mechanical-like “ocean waves” 
and “thunderstorm” kept me awake and eventu-
ally I trained myself to fall asleep to the sound of 
buses passing my bedroom window on Clark Street.

 In my apartment in Anna Maria, with windows 
wide-open, I would be lulled to sleep listening to 
crickets and screech owls and frogs.
 I’d wake to the sound of frogs, too. My wife and 
I called them “Winifred’s frogs,” because we most 
often heard their calls from the neighbor’s place 
across the street. 
 I’m fascinated with frogs, but they seem to be the 
overlooked wildlife on the island. About 14 of the 
27 native species of frogs in Florida are found in our 
region and, of course, we have non-native species as 
well.
 Look closely, especially around dusk and dawn, 
and you might see frogs with sticky toepads climbing 
a tree, frogs with webbed feet swimming in a back-
yard pool, frogs with spades digging in a garden.
 Listen closely and you might hear barking tree-
frogs — a chorus of the frogs sounds like distant 
barking dogs.
 Scientists with the Florida Wildlife Extension at 
the University of Florida say the state’s climate is 
highly hospitable to frogs and toads.
 So, they’ll probably do just fi ne July 16. 
 As for me, well, I do have a latex mattress.
 Sweet dreams.

Ribbit-ribbit
Florida provides habitat for 27 
native species of frogs and toads, as 
well as many non-natives, includ-
ing the familiar green treefrog. The 
Florida Wildlife Extension Service 
at the University of Florida hosts 
a website — wec.ufl .edu/extension/
wildlife_info — featuring photos 
and recordings of frogs and toads. 
This region is home to 14 native ter-
restrial, arboreal and aquatic frogs. 
Islander Courtesy Photo

Ticktock: Set your turtle watch for hatch-time

Kathy Noonan, AMITW volunteer, marks a bench 
with tape July 5 after a loggerhead collided there 
while nesting. The Holmes Beach Police Depart-
ment later removed the bench and is determining 

what to do with others on the beach that may pose 
problems for protected sea turtles. Islander Photo: 

Courtesy AMITW

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 It’s almost swing time for the sea turtles of Anna 
Maria Island.
 Nesting on the island beaches slows by the end 
of July and, at the same time, hatchlings should be 
emerging from their sandy nests and heading to the 
Gulf of Mexico.
 As of July 8, AMITW broke the previous years’ 
nesting record with 388 nests and 456 false crawls on 
the island, as compared with 382 nests and 361 false 
crawls on the same date in 2017.
 No nests have hatched thus far this season, which 
began in earnest with the fi rst nest, spotted May 13.
 It’s also the time of year when visitors and resi-
dents pack the beaches for summer fun.
 According to Suzi Fox, Anna Maria Island Turtle 
Watch and Shorebird Monitoring executive director, 
Fourth of July revelers were mindful of nests on the 
beach, with no reported problems.
 “People are learning to share the beach,” Fox said 
July 5. “They are becoming more mindful of sea turtle 
nesting on the island.”
 However, she said July 5 that AMITW volunteers 
who walk the beach each morning looking for tracks 
indicating nests, reported a turtle collided with a bench 
in Holmes Beach. It managed to nest under the bench 
and return to the Gulf.
 Benches and other objects on the beach — lawn 
chairs, tents, canopies and watercraft — violate sea 
turtle ordinances that prohibit beach furniture and gear 
on the beach overnight, Fox said.
 The Holmes Beach Police Department removed 
the bench from it’s spot near the public access at 66th 
Street, and is working with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection and the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission to determine what 
to do with other benches that could be problematic for 
nesting and hatching turtles.
 Fox said ensuring beachfront lighting is compliant 
is the top priority for turtle watch as time approaches 
for the nests to hatch.
 Hatchlings follow their instincts toward the refl ec-
tion of the moon and stars on the Gulf on their path to 

the water as they fi rst emerge. Any light visible from 
the shoreline can disorient the hatchlings, leading to 
predation, dehydration, exhaustion and death.
 A July 5 night inspection determined most beach-
front properties have turtle-friendly, meaning they 
have low, shielded lighting and indoor lights are either 
turned off or shielded by curtains or blinds.
 However, Fox said the problem properties that are 
not compliant appear to be the same as those that did 
not come into compliance during the 2017 nesting and 
hatchling season.
 “People who had disorientations behind their prop-
erties last year should be checking their lights before 
the hatchlings start to emerge,” Fox said. “Otherwise, 
you could end up with 100 hatchlings at your door-
step.”
 For more information on nesting season, contact 
Fox at suzifox@gmail.com or 941-778-5638.

People and their 
beach gear cover 
the sand on Anna 
Maria Island for 
the Fourth of July, 
but space remains 
for sea turtle 
nests. According to 
AMITW executive 
director Suzi Fox, 
no incidents were 
reported involving 
sea turtle nests over 
the holiday. Islander 
Photo: ChrisAnn 
Silver Esformes
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BEST 
Sports Bar,

Chicken Wings,
Place to watch 

sports!

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
12 TVs! 

NCAA & All Pro Sports Packages
LUNCH & DINNER OPEN 7 DAYS 

 9701 Gulf Drive Anna Maria 941-567-4056
www.slimsplaceami.com

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 

BEST 
Philly 

cheese
steak 

in 
Manatee 

County!

❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)

    ❊ 
       ❊ 

❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)

    ❊

       ❊

SERVING GOURMET ICE CREAM SINCE 1984
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SAIL: $20 PER PERSON

Whisper Sailing
Interperative Sail Tours 

Aboard 1800s-Design Custom 
Work Boat Built in Cortez by  
Whisper Captain & Naturalist  

Geoffrey H. Kendrick

Accommodates up to 6 people

4528 119th St. West., Cortez
NEXT TO SWORDFISH GRILL

941.713.5958

12110 Cortez Road W. ~ Downtown Cortez
Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 10-5 • 941-794-1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood
THE REAL DEAL, FRESH DAILY!

Seafood
fresh off 
the boat

or smoked!

Family-owned 
and operated

 RETAIL SEAFOOD 
MARKET

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

LUNCH COMBOS!
Tue-Sat 11:30-2:30, Dinner 4:30-9

Lunch Sunday 12-3, Dinner 4:30-9
3608 E. BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH 

941-527-0123
www.theislandspice.com

THE ISLAND SPICE

Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

‘I recommend The Islander’

Publishing the best news SINCE 1992
Interested in reaching the ever-changing 

tourism market on Anna Maria Island? 
Call 941-778-7978

 Everyone loves it! Everyone reads it!

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!

The Original
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FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.

As fresh as it gets …B5

B5
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FROSTED
MUGS

VOTED #1
GREAT 

BURGERS

VOTED #1
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY

B5

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY
OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL

FROSTED

EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
1952

Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS
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BEST 
Sports Bar,

Chicken Wings,
Place to watch 

sports!

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
12 TVs! 

NCAA & All Pro Sports Packages
LUNCH & DINNER OPEN 7 DAYS 

 9701 Gulf Drive Anna Maria 941-567-4056
www.slimsplaceami.com
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SAIL: $20 PER PERSON

Whisper Sailing
Interperative Sail Tours 

Aboard 1800s-Design Custom 
Work Boat Built in Cortez by  
Whisper Captain & Naturalist  

Geoffrey H. Kendrick

Accommodates up to 6 people

4528 119th St. West., Cortez
NEXT TO SWORDFISH GRILL

941.713.5958

12110 Cortez Road W. ~ Downtown Cortez
Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 10-5 • 941-794-1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood
THE REAL DEAL, FRESH DAILY!

Seafood
fresh off 
the boat

or smoked!

Family-owned 
and operated

 RETAIL SEAFOOD 
MARKET

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

LUNCH COMBOS!
Tue-Sat 11:30-2:30, Dinner 4:30-9

Lunch Sunday 12-3, Dinner 4:30-9
3608 E. BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH 

941-527-0123
www.theislandspice.com

THE ISLAND SPICE

Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

‘I recommend The Islander’

Publishing the best news SINCE 1992
Interested in reaching the ever-changing 

tourism market on Anna Maria Island? 
Call 941-778-7978

 Everyone loves it! Everyone reads it!

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!

The Original
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PHOTOGRAPHY

C8

FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.

As fresh as it gets …B5
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FROSTED
MUGS

VOTED #1
GREAT 

BURGERS

VOTED #1
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY

B5

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY
OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL

FROSTED

EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
1952

Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS
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simple cremations

$740
simple burials

$1,195

SoundChoiceCremation.com

Online arrangements available

Sarasota (941) 312-6371 | Manatee (941) 213-9234

Peace
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iaLoving Christ  •  Sharing His Grace  •  Serving All

941-778-0414  •  www.RoserChurch.com  •  www.facebook.com/RoserChurch

COMMUNITY CHURCH               

A NON�DENOMINATIONAL, CHRISTIAN CHURCH • EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Call for a ride 
to the 10:00 AM 
Worship Service

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 AM IN THE CHAPEL or 

10:00 AM IN THE SANCTUARY
10:00 AM Nursery & Church School

8:45 AM Adult Sunday School
 9:00 AM Adult Book Study 

At your service
 Obituaries are offered as a community service 
in The Islander newspaper to residents and family of 
residents, both past and present, as well as to those 
people with ties to the island. Submit to news@
islander.org. 

Founded 
1956 ALL ARE WELCOME 

Sunday 10 a.m.  
Worship Service

6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key  
941-383-6491  www.longboatislandchapel.org

The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

The Rev. Bill Friederich
Senior Minister

Hours 9-noon, Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

Open Arms, 
Loving Hearts, 

Accepting Minds

Obituaries
William James ‘Bill’ Krauser

 Holmes Beach resident William J. “Bill” Krauser, 
M.D., died May 22 in Bradenton. He was 94.

 He was born April 1, 1924, an 
only child to Elba and Elizabeth in 
Bushnell, Illinois.
 In 1947, he received his doctor-
ate of medicine from the University of 
Illinois and performed his residency 
in orthopedic surgery at the Shriners 
Hospital for Children in Chicago. 

During his studies, he fell in love at fi rst sight with a 
young woman merrily playing a piano. Shortly there-
after, he and Dottie married June 15, 1947.
 The couple later moved to El Paso, Texas, where 
Dr. Krauser served as a medical offi cer at William 
Beaumont Army Hospital during the Korean War.
 In 1954, Dr. Krauser began to practice in Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado. By 1960, he and his family 
hadmoved to Durango, where he was recognized as 
the only orthopedic surgeon practicing in southwest 
Colorado. 
 Upon his retirement at age 72, Dr. Krauser and his 
wife became Florida residents and began enjoying the 

Krauser

Roser Church’s guild presents scholarships
 The members of the Roser Memorial Community 
Church’s Guild Scholarship Committee announced the 
recipients of the guild scholarships for the 2018-19 
school year.
 New recipients include Abigail Hamm, George 
Lardas and Roselyn Ward.
 Hamm will attend Palm Beach Atlantic University. 
She is interested in nonprofi t work. 
 Lardas will study neuroscience and behavior 
at Florida Atlantic University with his goal to be a 
doctor.
 Ward will study biology with a Spanish minor at 

Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois. She plans to 
become a surgeon. 
 Roser also renewed scholarships for:
 Sophia Bernet, attending the University of Colo-
rado in Boulder to study business.
 Anthony Cucci, attending Florida State University 
to study biochemistry.
 Joseph Cucci, attending the University of Florida 
to study hospitality management.

 Sadie Elbert, attending Palm Beach Atlantic Uni-
versity to study forensic science.
 Savannah Kiwacz, attending the University of 
Central Florida to study biology.
 Chelsea Perez, attending the University of Central 
Florida to study elementary education.
 The scholars will receive $750 per semester, paid 
directly to their schools. If they maintain a grade-point 
average of 2.75, the scholarship is renewed for four 
years.
 Proceeds from the Roser Thrift Store allow the 
guild to underwrite scholarships and more. 
 The store — an all-volunteer operation, managed 
by the Roser Women’s Guild — operates Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday across from the Roser Chapel 
at 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 For more information, go to www.roserchurch.
com/thrift-shop or call the church, 941-778-0414.

Ward Lardas Hamm

Privateers award scholars 
at July 4 parade-party

 There was another celebration after throngs of 
islanders lined the roadways to see the Anna Maria 
Island Privateers’ Fourth of July Parade.
 The community service group awarded 14 schol-
arships to college and college-bound students. The 
awards totaled $17,500.
 Five scholarship winners were at the Anna Maria 
Island Beach Cafe at the Manatee Public Beach for the 
presentations.
 They included:
 Gabe Chaw, who has been attending State College 
of Florida and will attend the University of Central 
Florida, majoring in chiropractic medicine. This is his 
third Privateers’ scholarship.
 James Arias is a 2018 graduate of Bayshore High 
School and will attend the University of Florida to 
study biomedical engineering.
 Eryn LaLonde graduated from Braden River High 
School and will attend the University of South Florida 
Sarasota/Manatee, majoring in health care administra-
tion.
 Hannan Herman graduated from Bradenton Chris-
tian School and will attend Palm Beach Atlantic Uni-
versity in nursing.
 Megan Manbeck is receiving a Privateers’ scholar-
ship for the third year. She attends the University of 
Alabama, majoring in elementary education.
 Information about the remainder of the award win-
ners was not furnished.
 The Privateers raise money throughout the year 
for scholarships, according to member Terry “Cookie” 
Rapert.
 The organization attends and sponsors local events, 
conducts raffl es and sells merchandise — all with pro-
ceeds going to the scholarship fund.
 Rapert said the amount of scholarship money 
varies from year to year.
 “Some years, we are able to give more,” Rappert 
said.
 — Sandy Ambrogi

Gabe Chawi, left, James 
Arias, Eryn LaLonde, 
Hannah Bateman and 
Megan Manbeck smile at the 
Manatee Public Beach July 
4, after receiving scholar-
ship awards from the Anna 
Maria Island Privateers. 
The scholarship presenta-
tions, fi ve of the total 14 
awarded, took place follow-
ing the Privateers’ Fourth 
of July Parade. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy AMIP

winters in Holmes Beach, while spending the summers 
in Durango and at their cabin at nearby Electra Lake.
 Dr. Krauser was an avid oenophile and had pas-
sions for aerobic exercise and expanding his intellec-
tual horizons. He was a prodigious reader and enjoyed 
collecting art and antiques, the performing arts, bicy-
cling, racquetball, skiing, swimming and family activi-
ties. He was rightly proud of the 7,000 riding miles he 
accumulated on his bicycles in 2017.
 A service was held in Durango. Later this summer, 
the family plans to hold a celebration of life.
 Dr. Krauser is survived by his children Ellyn, Liese 
and John, all of Durango, and William of Bradenton; 
three grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
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Owners Tim Rariden and Heather Andrews

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria • 941-757-3715

Protect the things you love.
941-244-4743

Island Anchor 
Insurance 
is NOW...

Home • Rental • Auto • Boats
•Flood Umbrella

Serving all your insurance needs! 

 

www.fatcatcarpetcleaning.com

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Grout 
Cleaning

CALL TODAY 941.778.2882 or 941.387.0607

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!

‘Island girl’ 
graduates 

 surgical residency
Cara Perinetti Liebert, 

daughter of Robert 
and Cynthia Perinetti 
of Holmes Beach and 

a 2002 graduate of 
Manatee High School, 

completed her five-year 
surgical residency pro-

gram June 15 at Stanford 
University in California. 

The graduate of Stan-
ford’s medical school has 

accepted a position as 
staff physician in general 

surgery at a Veterans 
Affairs hospital in Palo 
Alto, California, and as 

Anniversary 
abroad
Len and Susan 
Tabicman of 
Holmes Beach cel-
ebrate their 21st 
anniversary with 
a trip to Europe. 
They visited Croa-
tia June 19. They 
also visited Lake 
Como, Italy, June 
21. Susan Tabic-
man is the guid-
ance counselor 
at Anna Maria 
Elementary School 
in Holmes Beach. 
Islander Courtesy 
Photo

Kids, mentors win-win with ‘Dive into Reading’
 The kids learned some new words and mentors 
learned the power of sharing.
 Anna Maria Oyster Bar’s Dive Into Reading pro-
gram concluded at the end of June, having served 370 
children. Collectively, the kids read 14,540 books — 
averaging a whopping 39.3 books each.
 On the final day of the program, students received 
a backpack loaded with supplies for the 2018-19 school 
year, reading books and a hardcover Disney storybook. 
They also carried away confidence. 
 John and Amanda Horne started the Dive Into 
Reading Program last year in conjunction with the 
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, seek-
ing to stop the “summer slide” in reading proficiency 
some kids experience over vacation.
 This year, the program was expanded, partly due 
to a $10,000 donation from the National Restaurant 
Association, which recognized the program and Anna 
Maria Oyster Bar as outstanding at its annual conven-
tion in April.

 The program expanded from the Anna Maria 
Oyster Bar in Ellenton to three other AMOBs, the 
South Florida Museum in downtown Bradenton 
and Gecko’s Pub and Grill on State Road 70. Each 
location hosted 54-108 kids for breakfast and pair-
ing them with mentors for manners, social skills and 

one-on-one reading. There were 260 mentors in the 
program.
 Community partners in the program include the 
Patterson Foundation, the Manatee County School Dis-
trict and Manatee County Libraries, among others.
 — Sandy Ambrogi 

Gwen Palmateer, right, 
waits with a group of 

children who received 
graduation backpacks 

June 27 in the Dive Into 
Reading program at the 
Anna Maria Oyster Bar, 

6696 Cortez Road W., 
Bradenton. Palmateer 

was one of many teacher 
coordinators involved in 

the program. Islander 
Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

Massage Therapy | Acupuncture | Yoga
2219 Gulf Drive N | Bradenton Beach 

941.778.8400 | www.alunawellness.com 

Holistic wellness 
center and spa 

Now off ering yoga and meditation in the 
ambiance of a healing Himalayan salt wall.

MASSAGE BY NADIA
Call 941.518.8301

Massaging on AMI for 
more than 17 years.

Your place, your convenience.

M
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HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Milestones

a clinical instructor at Stanford. She also is working on a master’s degree in 
health professions education from the University of Illinois in Chicago.  

She is pictured with her husband, Rob, and sons Cameron, 10, and Carter, 4. 
Islander Courtesy Photo

IslandTravelers

Potter

Potter in 1949 in Chestnut Hill and moved to Maryland 
while he finished his doctorate degree. In 1956, they 
relocated to Michigan, where he worked at Michigan 
State University. They lived in Haslett and East Lan-
sing, Michigan, before moving permanently to Holmes 
Beach in 1986.
 On the island, Mrs. Potter was active in the Epis-
copal Church Women and choir at Episcopal Church of 
the Annunciation in Holmes Beach. She was a found-
ing member of the Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria Island 
and served as president of AGAMI for a number of 
years. She loved her church, her many friends and 
painting various scenes of her beloved Anna Maria 
Island. 
 She helped design and paint the outdoor mural near 
the Guild Gallery in the Island Shopping Center.
 There will be a private internment for family. A 
celebration of life will be held in the fall at Episcopal 

Church of the Annunciation. Brown & Sons Funeral 
Homes & Crematory 43rd Street Chapel is in charge 
of arrangements. Memorial donations may be made to 
the Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria Island. Condolences 
may be made online at www.brownandsonsfuneral.
com.
 Mrs. Potter is survived by her daughters, Tina 
Potter Evans and husband Dana of Kingsley, Michi-
gan, and Megg Potter Faillace and husband Ralph of 
Bradenton; son Howard Spencer Jr. and wife Corinne 
of Sodus Point, New York; grandchildren Joel Rasho, 
Kelly Frantz, Jeremy Evans, Stephen Faillace, Eliza 
Faillace, Margot Horton, Michael and Matthew; great-
granddaughter Isabelle; and many nieces and neph-
ews. 

Margaret ‘Peggy’ Allen Potter
 Margaret “Peggy” Allen Potter, died July 3.
 She was born Jan. 18, 1925, to Henry Butler and 
Ione Ralli and grew up in Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania, 
just outside of Philadelphia, where she graduated from 
Springside Academy. 
 She pursued her natural talent in art with classes at 

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 
Moore School of Design, Michigan 
State University and Lansing Com-
munity College. She also completed 
the Famous Artist Course in commer-
cial art while raising four children.
 She married Howard Spencer 

Obituaries
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Cops & Court
By Kathy Prucnell, Islander Reporter

Streetlife By Kathy Prucnell

941.778.6614 
3007 GULF DRIVE HOLMES BEACH 

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED!

OPEN 7 DAYS

CATERING – we deliver
 for large parties

Daily Breakfast, Lunch & Happy Hour
Nightly Dinner. Weekend Brunch

Located at Waterline Marina Resort & Beach Club
5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

ELIZAANNS.COM | 941.238.6264

941.778.1320
http://schnitzel.house
3246 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

This week: Bacon-wrapped Filet of Pork 
stuffed with German sauerkraut, served over 
spätzle and salad.

Haxen Fri-Sat Nights (reserve ahead) Dinner 
Monday-Saturday 5-9

R&R employee arrested for striking 15-year-old fi sher

Island police blotter
Anna Maria
 June 28, 200 block of Archer Way, suspicious 
activity. A man reported a suspicious person near his 
home.
 July 1, 9900 block of Gulf, scooter complaint. A 
complainant reported observing people switching the 
tag on a scooter and riding scooters without helmets. A 
Manatee County sheriff’s deputy determined a scooter 
rental business was not violating state law or city ordi-
nance.

Anna Maria is policed by the MCSO.

Bradenton Beach
June 30-July 1, Island Time Bar & Grill, 111 Gulf 

Drive S., stolen/recovered vehicle. An unlocked 2013 
Hyundai sedan valued at $13,000 was reported stolen 
from the parking lot. The next day the vehicle owner 
told police his friends had moved it. 
 June 30, Circle K, 103 Gulf Drive S., disturbance. 
Bradenton Beach police responded to a woman who 
alleged a man slammed her to the ground for no reason. 
However, surveillance video showed the woman 
aggressively moved toward the man, sticking her 
fi nger in his face, before he pushed her. No one was 
charged.
 July 1, 2400 block of Gulf Drive North, property 
damage. Visitors from Ohio reported the window of 
a rental vehicle was smashed the day before. Nothing 
was taken.

Bradenton Beach is policed by BBPD.
Cortez
 No reports.

Cortez is policed by the MCSO.
Holmes Beach

June 29, 2900 block of Avenue E, vehicle burglar-
ies. An unlocked Ford pickup and Chevy Suburban 

were burglarized overnight. Stolen from the pickup 
were a loaded 45-caliber semi-automatic pistol valued 
at $600 and a wallet containing credit cards. The cards 
were canceled. Fingerprints were taken.
 June 30, Key Royale Club, 700 Key Royale Drive, 
trespass. Three Bradenton men were issued trespass 
warnings after the club manager reported them for fi sh-
ing at the golf course pond.
 June 30, Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, 
alcohol/trespass. A 59-year-old Bradenton man was 
issued a trespass warning and alcohol citation after a 
Holmes Beach police offi cer observed the man drink-
ing beer in an area where alcohol is prohibited. The 
man also was watching two girls, age 12 and 9, near a 
picnic table. The offi cer found the woman who brought 
the girls to the beach and advised of the incident. He 
told her the man committed no crime against the girls 
but the offi cer was concerned for their safety. The 
guardian thanked the offi cer and said she would watch 
the girls more closely.

Holmes Beach is policed by HBPD.
 Streetlife is based on incident reports and narra-
tives from the BBPD, HBPD and MCSO.

Swimmer forced underwater, 
rescued near Sandbar

 An unconscious woman in the Gulf of Mexico in 
Anna Maria was rescued by alert friends, family and 
emergency responders.
 Courtney Blankenship, 40, a visitor from Lithia 
lost her footing June 23 when a wave forced her under 
water in the Gulf near the Sandbar Restaurant, 100 
Spring Ave., according to Deputy LeAna Cudzilo’s 
report.
 The report stated family observed Blankenship 
face down and unconscious in the water and friends 
brought her to shore. A 911 call came in at 5:29 p.m.
 Manatee County deputies were fi rst on the scene. 
They started CPR until EMS arrived and took over the 
woman’s care.
 EMS transported Blankenship to Blake Medical 
Center in Bradenton, where she was treated, according 
to an MCSO report.
 The Anna Maria beach near Spring Avenue is not 
guarded and is known for rip currents.
 In June 2017, a 25-year-old man from Lakeland, 
Joseph Teston, died after he was found unconscious 
20-30 feet from the Spring Avenue beach, according 
to police reports.

 James Gerard Malfese, 55, longtime resident of 
Anna Maria, was arrested July 4 for slapping a child 
in the face.

 Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
reported two minors were fi shing at 
the Rod & Reel Pier, 875 N. Shore 
Blvd., Anna Maria, when it began 
to rain and they took shelter in the 
kitchen.
  One of the youths, a 15-year-old 
male, apparently touched a fi re sprin-

kler guard, which prompted Malfese, who works at 
the pier, to curse and slap the minor, according to the 
MCSO report.
 Malfese allegedly told the minor “he would whoop 
his ass and kick him off the pier,” according to the 
report.

 Sheriff’s Deputy Robert Desch and the teen’s 
mother responded to the scene.
 The deputy interviewed the parties and witnesses 
and reported a welt on the teen’s face consistent with 
the minors’ version, as well as the strong odor of an 
alcoholic beverage on Malfese.
 Malfese told the deputy the minors were lying.
 He also told police he’d consumed two beers after 
4 p.m., when he got off work at the pier.
 Another employee at the pier, who asked to remain 
anonymous, told The Islander the two teens frequently 
cause problems at the pier and seldom, if ever, are 
supervised or accompanied by a adult.
 Malfese was taken into custody, transported to the 
Manatee County jail and released July 5.
 His court arraignment is set for 9 a.m. Friday, Aug. 
3, at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 Mana-
tee Ave. W., Bradenton.

Malfese
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Thompson

MCSO arrests Cortezian in fishing net theft
 A theft in Cortez has been tied to a man found 
on a spoil island in Tampa Bay.

  Manatee County Sher-
iff’s Office arrested Timothy Lee 
Thompson, 53, of Cortez, June 27 
for stealing a Cortez commercial 
fisherman’s seine nets.
 The nets went missing two days 
earlier from a boat docked in the 
12400 block of 42nd Avenue Drive 

West in Cortez.
 MCSO Deputy Daniel Hearn and Sgt. Russell 
Schnering found the suspect on an uninhabited spoil 
island commonly known as Gilligan’s Island, located 
north of Manatee Avenue on Anna Maria Sound in 
Perico Bayou. 

 They also located the missing nets, which were 
valued at $2,400.
 The deputies learned the suspect may have been 
stealing to fuel a drug habit, according to the MCSO 
report.
 The officers read Thompson his Miranda rights 
and he allegedly confessed to the theft of the four 
seine nets.
 The MCSO deputies transported Thompson from 
Gilligan’s Island to Kingfish Boat Ramp in Holmes 
Beach and then to the Manatee County jail.
 A $3,000 bond was assigned to Thompson, who 
was in custody at press time.
 His arraignment is set for 9 a.m. Friday, July 
27, at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 
Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.

Island law enforcement reports 4th of July crowds, few crimes
By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Visitors jampacked Anna Maria Island for a parade, 
a beach day and fireworks on the Fourth of July — a 
sunny day that hit 90 degrees with a scattered rain 
showers before sunset.
 And law enforcement and emergency responders 
say people behaved well — for the most part.
 An Anna Maria man was arrested for an altercation 
with a teenager.
 People fought over parking spaces in Bradenton 
Beach and Holmes Beach police wrote numerous park-
ing tickets.
 While the licensed fireworks in Anna Maria fiz-
zled, fireworks went off in Holmes Beach and on the 
Cortez waterfront — although not all were legal.
 Manatee County sheriff’s deputies responded 
to a fireworks complaint in the 200 block of Gladi-
olus Street in Anna Maria, but there were no reports 
of seized fireworks, according to MCSO spokesman 

Randy Warren.
 Similarly, Holmes Beach and Bradenton Beach 
police reported no seizures.
 HBPD Chief Bill Tokajer vowed ahead of the 
Fourth that fireworks would be confiscated or people 
would be fined or charged for the contraband.
 Tokajer acknowledged there were illegal fireworks 
on the beach, but none were confiscated.
 “With it being wall-to-wall people on the beach, 
there was no way to get to them,” he added.
 Tokajer also said unlike years past, there were no 
large gatherings of young people at the beach.
 “I believe the word is getting out that Holmes 
Beach is family oriented,” he added.
 Bradenton Beach police received no firework com-
plaints, according to Detective Sgt. Lenard Diaz.
 Unless people complain or show “blatant” disre-
gard for the laws, he said, “there’s going to be so many 
on the Fourth, it’s impossible to stop them all.”
 A person setting of illegal fireworks on Coquina 

Beach, cooperated with police, Diaz said.
 Missing persons became an issue on the crowded 
Coquina and Cortez beaches for a short time, however, 
they were found within minutes, Diaz said.
 Due to the influx of visitors at midday, Bradenton 
Beach police reported parking was at a premium and 
police ticketed some 15 scofflaws.
 Diaz said people were fighting over parking spaces 
and causing a public safety issues for others.
 “Everybody knows it’s free and more and more 
people are coming to the island — and they’re bringing 
their grills,” he added.
 Rain came in at about 7 p.m. “and people rushed 
off the island,” Diaz said.
 Tokajer reported his officers wrote “a lot” parking 
tickets.
 Manatee County Marine Rescue Chief Joe Wester-
man said his lifeguards reported no major incidents at 
Coquina and Manatee Public beaches, the two county-
managed beaches.
 Westerman heads the rescue division, overseeing 
16 full-time and two part-time lifeguards.
 He said lifeguards estimate the number of beach-
goers July 4 at Coquina and Manatee public beaches 
but, at press time the tally wasn’t available. In 2017, 
Westerman said lifeguards at Coquina estimated 14,500 
beachgoers, while Manatee beach saw 7,500 people.
 Tokajer estimated crowds in Holmes Beach swelled 
to 40,000.
 MCSO made the city’s only July 4 arrest at the Rod 
& Reel Pier, where an off-duty employee allegedly 
slapped a 15-year-old male, according to Sgt. Mike 
Jones, who heads the MCSO-Anna Maria substation.
 Jones said people in Anna Maria need to be 
reminded drinking alcohol on the beach is illegal.
 “People are drinking out there and don’t know it’s 
a violation,” he added.
 Manatee County’s marine unit reported “a lot of 
safety warnings,” no issues and no arrests on the water 
surrounding Anna Maria Island.
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Penny an inch HOLIDAY

Tacos   Burgers   Seafood

Breakfast ~ Lunch ~ Dinner
7:30am - 10pm Daily

Live Music ~ Gulf View Patio
Happy Hour 12-6 Daily & All Day Sunday

Family Friendly...bring the kiddos!

www.WickedCantina.com

101  7th Street N., Bradenton Beach Fl. 34217 (941) 281-2990
NEW ~ Fall 2017!  1603 N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, Fl. (941) 706-2395

Roadwatch
Eyes on the road

 The Florida Department of Transportation and 
Manatee County posted the following notices for the 
week of July 9:
 SR 64/Manatee Avenue on Perico Island: Crews 
are improving drainage, constructing sidewalk and 
bicycle lanes and installing new signage and pavement 
markings. Work occurs off the roadway and does not 
require lane closures. Florida Safety Contractors Inc. 
is the contractor. Expected completion is fall 2018.
 Avenue C: Crews are installing a force main down 
the center of Avenue C from Gulf Drive heading north-
ward toward 26th Street. Intermittent road closures 
will be in place. Crews also are fusing and stringing 
pipe down the center of Avenue C from Gulf Drive 
heading northward to 24th Street. 
 For more information about the pipeline project, 
go online to amipipereplacement.com.
 For the latest road watch information, go online 
to www.fl 511.com or dial 511.

Holmes Beach rectifi es Hurricane Irma DEP permit issue
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

Another storm lesson learned.
Holmes Beach illegally dumped tree and other 

vegetative debris from Hurricane Irma on the city fi eld 
next to city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

“We didn’t know we needed a permit from the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection to 
use our own land,” said human resources analyst Mary 
Buonagura at the June 26 commission meeting. “But 
we did.” 

The DEP monitors how long storm debris stays at 
temporary sites and whether the contents are hazard-
ous. 

“I threw myself on the mercy of FDEP and said: 
‘We didn’t know,’” Buonagura said. “We hadn’t had 
this come up in decades.”

Irma approached Anna Maria Island as a Category 
5 hurricane before abating and passing over as a tropi-
cal storm Sept. 10, 2017. Storm winds lashed the island 

landscape, with fallen trees composing most of the 
debris at city fi eld.

Buonagura, city liaison with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, said the DEP inspected 
city fi eld after the permit oversight. The DEP detected 
no trace of contamination in clearing the city of wrong-
doing.

In a letter dated June 8, Steven Morgan of the DEP 
“pre-authorized” Holmes Beach to use the city park 
as a debris collection point this hurricane season if 
necessary by issuing a site permit for disaster debris 
management. 

“City fi eld is a closed site,” Buonagura said. “I 
don’t want anybody to get the idea that anybody can 
come by and chunk whatever they need to at city fi eld. 
We have to protect the site.”

The Holmes Beach Police Department installed a 
closed-circuit camera to monitor the fi eld, she said. 

The DEP also provided Holmes Beach with a 
backdated permit for Irma.

“If a pre-authorization had been requested (in 
2017), the site would have been approved,” Morgan 
wrote. 

Hurricane Irma schooled Holmes Beach in other 
ways, including the need for more sandbags, improved 
debris removal and clearer public communication, 
commissioners said. 

New tactics were developed in the event of a storm 
threat this hurricane season.

The city-contracted waste-hauler, Waste Pro, will 
continue to remove solid waste, recyclables, white 
goods, such as refrigerators, and vegetative debris as 
conditions allow.

Keith Banasiak, Waste Pro southwest Florida 
regional vice president, said maps showing where 
storm cleanups are being conducted — unavailable a 
year ago — will be maintained online. 

“It’s going to be 100 percent better than what we 
had,” said Commissioner Pat Morton, the commis-
sion’s liaison to Waste Pro.

Commission Chair Judy Titsworth noted two more 
changes: Trees or other vegetation will no longer be 
accepted at the Lena Road Landfi ll, 3333 Lena Road, 
Bradenton, and Waste Pro will halt collecting island 
trash as soon as storm winds pick up.

If you wait too long to put your trash out, Tits-
worth warned, chances are it will not be picked up.

“Then you will have rotten chicken all over your 
yard when you come home,” Titsworth said.

Tom Northup, FEMA public assistance program 
delivery manager based in Fort Myers, said this was 
the fi rst time Holmes Beach dealt with FEMA after a 
disaster.

“FEMA wants every kind of document you can 
possibly imagine to prove labor equipment and materi-
als were utilized in a way they think they should be and 
they will reimburse us for,” Buonagura said.

FEMA will reimburse Holmes Beach with more 
money than it actually spent on the hurricane recovery, 
she said, because the feds factor in equipment depreci-
ation. FEMA sends hurricane recovery money through 
the state, which then reimburses claimants.

Buonagura said she is unsure how much money 
Holmes Beach will receive or when it will disbursed 
by the state. 

The commission will next meet at 9 a.m. Tuesday, 

 
 For Reservations, Call 941-758-1467        

imgacademygolfclub.com    4350 El Conquistador Pkwy, Bradenton, FL 34210

Come enjoy our “Two for One” Dinners every Wednesday and 
our weekly “Saturday Dining Specials” at our Grille Room!

Fun on the water
Ava Wonderling, 7, and sister Bauer, 5, of Parrish, 
continue their boat ride July 5 at the Kingfi sh Boat 
Ramp in Holmes Beach with dad, Ron, after a good 
time in Sarasota Bay, including a trip to the Fun Life 
Entertainment fl oating jungle gym near the Long-
boat Pass Bridge. Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell
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Anna Maria Oyster Bar 

Pieron
the

Waterfront Dining at

Open Daily • 8am-9pm 
Breakfast 8am-11am • Weekend Brunch 11am-2pm  

200 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach, FL • OysterBar.net

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Call (941) 778-AMOB (2662) for Beach-to-Pier Shuttle!

New sewer main stages 
on Avenue C
A new 24-inch sewer force main 
pipe bisects Avenue C between 
22nd and 24th streets in Braden-
ton Beach. After underground 
directional drilling, Manatee 
County contractors installed the 
line June 22, pulling it under-
ground to Gulf Drive and Ninth 
and 10th streets north in front 
of the Gulf Drive Cafe, accord-
ing to outreach specialist Tina 
Allen of the Valerin Group. 
Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes

VOTED BEST GERMAN RESTAURANT 
HOURS Monday–Saturday 11 am–8:30 pm
4625 Cortez Road W. [next to Publix]
www.lucky-frog.com • 941.795.2132

GERMAN & MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE
BEER & WINE | BEER GARDEN

@LuckyFrogRestaurant

Best 5 Restaurant
out of 600

SUMMER OFFER FOR OUR “LOCALS” (ENDS 7/31):

Lunch (Mon–Sat) Buy 2 entrees - get 1 free non-alc Beverage
Dinner (Mon–Thu 4-7pm) Happy Hour 2–4–1 Wine & Beer

German Music Party July 14th, 5-8pm
Come in and have fun!

Hurricane Irma damaged villas remain uninhabitable
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

SNAFU: Situation normal. All fouled up.
The acronym was saltier when coined during 

World War II, but it aptly describes the recovery from 
Hurricane Irma at Cayman Cay Villas, according to 
resident Michael Yandek.

A good example involves the roof. 
It took two days to put a temporary roof in place 

to shelter Cayman Cay Villas after Hurricane Irma 
wreaked havoc with the infrastructure.

It took more than nine months to replace the temp 
roof with a real one, Yandek said.

The storm, which passed over Anna Maria Island 
Sept. 10, 2017, destroyed the roof and AC system 
on one of two buildings at the complex. Rains then 
drenched the 10 units, which had to be gutted.

A new roof is an encouraging sign, but a return to 
normalcy is a long way off, said Yandek.

“We’re not even close,” Yandek said. “We still 
have no power. No water.”

The new roof belies extensive damages still lurk-
ing underneath in the two-story south building at 4307 
Gulf Drive. 

“Nobody has been working on the electrical or 
indoor plumbing,” Yandek said. “We’re moving for-
ward. One step forward and eight back.” 

The condos have been stripped to the studs and 
cleaned out. Plenty of work remains.

Thomas Knarr, vice president of the Cayman 
Cay Villas Condo Association, said progress is being 
made.

“Just not as fast as some of the owners or I would 
like,” he said. “We’re all frustrated. We’ve had to rent 
condos. Insurance covered it. But just the fact it’s not 
yours.”

Tom Condron, president of Holmes Beach Prop-
erty Management of Tampa when Irma struck Cayman 
Cay Villas, said he’s no longer in charge of recovery 
for the former client property. 

“I’m assuming it’s going smoothly,” Condron said 
June 26.

Condron said he sold HBPM to an associate, his 
manager, Jeff Richardson, who did not return repeated 
calls for comment.

“A lot I blame on Tom Condron and (former 
property manager) Keith Wilking,” Knarr said. “Tom 
never even notifi ed us he sold HBPM. He should 
have.”

HBPM incompetence in disaster recovery com-
bined with a sluggish city permit process and deliber-

ate contractors to gum up the recovery, Yandek said.
“Everyone is dragging their feet,” Yandek said. 

“We’re paying a premium to stay on the island. Of 
course, we want to stay.”

The condo association, with homeowner associa-
tion fees of $1,500 per quarter, had fi ve board members 
at the time of the storm: president Tony Ratchford, 
Knarr, secretary Phil van der Werff, treasurer Tim 
Perez and Condron.

General contractor John Fries of Accutech Res-
toration of Sarasota was hired after the hurricane to 
restore the building. 

Knarr said Accutech is handling the recovery as 
well as possible under trying conditions. 

“We knew it would be a yearlong process before 
we were done,” Knarr said. “You have to remember, 
for four months we didn’t do anything because we 
couldn’t get the proper permits.”

Once Accutech started tearing out ruined materials 
workers found all plumbing had to be replaced and “a 
tremendous amount of termite damage,” Knarr said.

Hurricane-related mold also required time-con-
suming remediation, he said.

Mayor Bob Johnson said he’s satisfi ed the city 
and Holmes Beach building offi cial James McGuin-
ness have handled the recovery process in a timely 
fashion.

Before Irma, the condos were valued at $218,000 
and up, according to the Manatee County Property 
Appraiser’s Offi ce.

Putting a price on the recovery is more diffi cult, 
Yandek said. Neither he nor Knarr would venture to 
estimate the bottom line on recovery costs.

Condo owners, using their own insurers and con-
tractors, are repairing their units.

They hope to be back in their Holmes Beach 
homes by the end of the 2018 hurricane season Nov. 
30. There’s no guarantee, which is the greatest frustra-
tion, they said.

“How would you like never to be able to put your 
head on a pillow in your own home?” Yandek said.

Doors were open June 27 to units at Cayman Cay 
Villa condos at 4307 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, but 
no one was home. Workers fi nished gutting the 10 
units that were damaged in September 2017 by Hur-
ricane Irma.  Islander Photos: Terry O’Connor

You can read it all online 
at www.islander.org
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Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders

Fishing Charters

Wet Slips

Fuel Dock
Full Service Marine Mechanic
Tackle Shop and Water Sports

LIGHT TACKLE • FLY
Over 30 years experience in local waters • USCG Licensed
Full / Half Day Trips • 941.387.8383 (H) • 941.232.8636 (C)

www.captainwarren.com  Facebook: Captain Warren

Fishing Charters
Capt. Warren Girle

INSHORE
Redfi sh 
Snook

OFFSHORE
Snapper
Grouper

G C

Capt. Warren Girle
RE O

S
G

AM City Pier tides; Cortez high tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW Moon

July 11 12:41a 1.5 10:20a 2.8 3:35a 1.3 6:14p -0.4 
July12 1:42a 1.5 11:08a 2.9 4:19a 1.4 7:04p -0.5
July13 2:31a 1.5 11:57a 3.0 5:08a 1.4 7:51p -0.5 New
July14 3:11a 1.5 12:49p 2.9 6:02a 1.3 8:36p -0.4
July15 3:45a 1.5 1:43p 2.8 7:03a 1.3 9:20p -0.2
July16 4:17a 1.6 2:40p 2.6 8:11a 1.2 10:02p 0.1
July17 4:50a 1.7 3:42p 2.3 9:26a 1.1 10:43p 0.3
July18 5:26a 1.8 4:53p 2.0 10:48a 1.0 11:24p 0.6

The Busciglio 
family and 

friends pose 
July 4 at the 
Anna Maria 
City Pier for 
their annual 

holiday pyra-
mid photo, a 

new take on a 
21-year tradi-
tion. Islander 
Photo: Cour-

tesy Dina 
Sheridan 

Photography

Family continues tradition 
with ‘pier-amid’ pose

 It started 21 years ago on the beach.
 A family photo with the group stacked up in a 
pyramid. Children on top, of course. Time passed. Kids 
grew up and got married. More kids were born. Friends 
visited the island the Busciglio family raved about. So 
more people ended up in the pyramid.
 You get the picture. Big pyramid.
 Dina Busciglio Sheridan said her parents, John and 
Diana Busciglio, met on Anna Maria Island on Pine 
Avenue in 1956.
 She followed them with her wedding at the Sand-
bar Restaurant in Anna Maria July 3, 2005.
 On July 4 or close to the date, the extended family 
gathers on the island for a holiday celebration and a 
photograph.
 “We’ve gotten so good at it that we draw three 
lines in the sand and everyone knows their weight 
class, which determines if they are on the bottom, 
middle or top row. Brides get the top center position 
and wear a veil the summer of their wedding year,” 
Sheridan said.
 This year, paying homage to the Anna Maria City 
Pier, the family took a “pier-amid” shot, with the struc-
ture in the background.
 “We wanted to recognize the city pier before the 
reconstruction. So we changed it up to feature our 
beloved pier in the background rather than our tradi-
tional pyramid formation,” Sheridan said.
 Almost three dozen members took part in this 
year’s photo.
 One year, there were almost 100 people stacked 
up in the triangle on the beach. Family members and 
longtime islanders from the Busciglio, Castellano, 
Gonzalez, Cagnina, Kilichowski, Diaz, Sheridan and 
others have piled on for the annual photo event.
 — Sandy Ambrogi

World Cup 2018: And then there were four
By Kevin P. Cassidy

Islander Reporter
  The most entertaining World Cup in memory is 
now down to the final four. 
 No Germany. No Brazil. No Spain. No Argentina. 
No USA. OK, that last one was no surprise, but the 
rest of the aforementioned teams are World Cup heavy-
weights. And the 2018 host, Russia, is out.
 Anyone who follows soccer would have included 
at least two, but probably three of the top teams in 
their final four, but this World Cup has produced a 
final four of France, England, Belgium and Croatia. 
France has one title to its name from 1998, when the 
tournament was held in France. England won its only 
cup in 1966. Belgium and Croatia have never won a 
WC. So this year’s final is wide open.
 On paper, France appears to be a slight favorite 
with such world class players as Paul Pogba, Antoine 
Griezmann, Oliver Giroud, Hugo Lloris and emerging 
superstar Kylian Mbappe. These players are from the 
world’s best leagues and have a wealth of experience 

on the big stage.
 Their opponent in the first semifinal, set for 2 
p.m. July 10 eastern time in St. Petersburgh, is Bel-
gium. Belgium is a talented team with established 
stars — Eden Hazzard, Ramelu Lakaku, Kevin De 
Bruyne, Thibaut Courois, Axel Witsel, Dries Mertens 
and Vincent Kompany. It should be a tightly contested 
match that could be decided by penalty kicks.
 The other semifinal match pits England, which has 
the second-youngest roster in the cup, against Croa-
tia. England’s squad is talented, starting with current 
World Cup scoring leader Harry Kane, supported by 
star players Dele Ali, Jesse Lingard, Raheem Sterling, 
Jamie Vardy, Ashley Young and Marcus Rashford. 
 All are “futball” household names, but England 
hasn’t had much success since 1966. This is their best 
tournament since 1990 and arguably a great chance to 
grab the World Cup.
 The Brits take on Croatia at 2 p.m. July 11 in 
Moscow, with Croatia the underdog, although they 
boast two world class players in midfielders Luka 

Modric and Ivan Rakitic. 
 According to oddschecker, France is the favorite 
at 2-1, while England checks in at 11-4. Belgium slots 
in at 14-5, while Croatia sits with 5-1 odds.
 The finals will be broadcast to the world at 11 
a.m. July 15 from Moscow, when I’m hoping to see a 
Belgium vs. England final.
 It’s then four more years for another cup.
 
Key Royale golf slows for July 4
  It was a quiet July 4 holiday at the Key Royale 
Club in Holmes Beach, but the men did make it to the 
course July 5 for a four-man scramble. The team of 
Herb Clauhs, Gary Duncan, Lex Halakan and Peter 
Murley combined on a 4-under-par 28 to earn club-
house bragging rights for the week.

Horseshoe news
 The week that was at the Anna Maria City hall 
horseshoe pits was dominated by the walkers. The July 
4 games saw Jay Disbrow post the lone 3-0 pool-play 
record and was the day’s outright champ.
 Two teams battled for the championship during 
July 7 action after both teams managed 3-0 records 
during pool play. Steve Doyle pulled away late in the 
match for a 21-13 victory over Neil Hennessey and 
Gary Howcroft. 
 Warmups begin at 8:45 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits, followed by 
random team selection. 
 There is no charge to play and everyone is wel-
come.

Busciglio pyramid 2005
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By Capt. Danny Stasny
Islander Reporter

 Despite the exaggerated volume of boats on the 
water for the holiday week, fi shing around Anna Maria 
Island remained consistently good. 
 Now the key to fi shing these crowded weekends 
or around the holiday is to fi sh early morning or late 

evening. Those fi shing morning tides 
are reporting good action on Span-
ish mackerel and snapper around the 
artifi cial reefs and wrecks. There are a 
few cobia being caught in these areas, 
so it’s good to have handy a heavy-
action rod — just in case.

 On the fl ats, pursuit of spotted seatrout 
and catch-and-release snook is proving to be worth-
while. Remember, fi sh early — especially if you’re 
going to target snook. As morning wears on, the sun 
rises, boat traffi c gets hectic and these fi sh will turn 
off and wait for a cooler, more tranquil atmosphere. As 
for the trout, working the deep grass fl ats where boat 
traffi c is light is yielding good numbers of fi sh.
 On my Southernaire fi shing charters, I’m targeting 
mangrove snapper. Fishing around the artifi cial reefs 
is providing decent action, although the large numbers 
of fi sh have not arrived. I’m having to chum heavily to 
get a bite going. Once the chumming starts, I’m seeing 
numerous Spanish mackerel show up behind the boat. 
These are a welcome sight, as they add a variety to 
the snapper bite. Plus, they are great fi sh to catch on 
light tackle due to their drag-screaming runs and hard 
strikes.
 After putting some snapper in the cooler and tiring 
on the mackerel strikes, I’m moving inshore to some 
of the deep grass areas in Tampa Bay to target spotted 
seatrout. Some spots are loaded with trout, although 
many are running short of keeper-size. It might take 
10 trout before you catch a keeper. But hey, when they 
bite on every cast, it goes by quickly. Mixed in with 
the trout bite are macks, bluefi sh, jack crevalle and 
ladyfi sh.
 Brett Lance at the Rod & Reel Pier is seeing 

Southernaire Fishing Charters

941.465.8932
AnnaMariaFishing

Guide.com

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

Stasny

Beat the crowds — fish early, fish late for best results

numerous oversize snook being caught and released 
at Anna Maria Island’s northern-most pier. Using large 
baits — pinfi sh, ladyfi sh and grunts — pier fi shers are 
hooking into snook 30-40 inches. 
 Macks also are biting at the R&R. Casting silver 
spoons or small jigs around bait schools is resulting 
in keeper-size macks. Mixed in are jack crevalle and 
skip jacks.
  Also, anglers using live shrimp as bait are hooking 
up fl ounder and mangrove snapper for the cooler.
 Capt. Aaron Lowman is targeting catch-and-
release snook along the beaches of Anna Maria Island 
and inside the passes of Bean Point and Longboat Key. 
Sight casting to these linesiders with live free-lined 
shiners is resulting in some great action for Lowman’s 
clients. To target larger snook in the passes, Lowman 
is baiting with pinfi sh and grunts. 
 Lowman also is fi nding success with trout on the 
deeper grass fl ats of Terra Ceia and Sarasota Bay. Slot-
size trout are being caught with some regularity, with 
an abundance of smaller fi sh in the mix. Also, Lowman 
says results on mangrove snapper and Spanish mack-

erel around the reefs in the Gulf of Mexico remain 
steady.
 Capt. Warren Girle is taking clients to offshore 
ledges for mangrove snapper. Using live shiners com-
bined with a 1/2-ounce knocker rig is resulting in 12- 
to 18-inch mangoes for Girle’s anglers. 
 While targeting snapper, Girle is encountering red 
and gag grouper. Macks and bonito are present in these 
areas too, by free-lining baits on the surface. Moving 
inshore, Girle is putting clients on spotted seatrout. 
Casting live shiners over the lush grass fl ats of Sara-
sota Bay is keeping his anglers busy on trout 14-18 
inches.
 Capt. Jason Stock is working inshore for big catch-
and-release snook. Casting live shiners to fi sh along 
the beach is resulting in linesiders up to 36 inches. 
The same applies in the passes. In these areas, Stock 
is using larger baits — grunts and pinfi sh. Moving 
offshore, permit are being caught using live crabs and 
jigs as bait. On evening tides, Stock is targeting shark 
and tarpon along the island beaches with his clients.
 Capt. David White of Anna Maria Charters is fi sh-
ing inshore for spotted seatrout. Deep grass fl ats are 
producing good numbers of fi sh while baiting with live 
shiners. 
 Targeting catch-and-release snook is keeping 
White and his clients busy. These fi sh are found along 
mangrove shorelines and along the beaches. While tar-
geting snook on his trips along the mangroves, White 
is hooking into a few redfi sh.
  Moving offshore, White is setting his clients 
on American red snapper before the season nears its 
end.
 Send high-resolution photos and fi shing reports to
fi sh@islander.org.Busciglio pyramid 2012

Payton Knoebel, 
Colby Kurts 
and Callen 
Knoebel, visit-
ing from Colo-
rado, fi shed the 
inshore waters 
of Longboat Key 
and Anna Maria 
Island June 22 
and their deter-
mination paid 
off with a nice 
catch of spotted 
sea trout. They 
were fuided to 
the fi sh by Capt. 
Warren Girle.
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FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* — CALL 941-778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.

Father and son purchase busy corner
They’ve been serving fans and cheering Philly 

teams since purchasing Slim’s Place in 2013.
 Now the Smargissos, father Chris and son P.J., 
have bought the plaza that houses the neighborhood 
sports bar and grill.
 Powers Plaza, 9701 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, was 
purchased by Philly Guys LLC for $1,250,000. Marcia 
and Dale Powers, longtime Anna Maria residents now 
living on the mainland, were the sellers of the corner 
property at Gulf Drive and Palmetto Avenue.
 The building, with 3,900 square feet of retail space, 
was built in 1964 on an 11,440-square-foot lot.
 The transaction closed June 8, according to online 
real estate records.
 Chris Smargisso also owns AMI Beach Fun Rent-
als, 3228 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The Powers remain active at Roser Memorial 
Community Church.
Reorder! Passport T-shirts sail off the shelf

Less than a month into the Cortez Passport pro-
gram, Liza Kubik said June 29 that more of the pro-
gram award T-shirts are on order. Kubik is an admin-
istrator of the program.
 Some 150 Cortez explorers have taken the tour and 
collected a T-shirt for visiting local village businesses 
and nonprofi ts.
 Twelve stamps in the passport book from any of 27 
participants earns the explorer a special-edition T-shirt 
from the Florida Maritime Museum, 4415 119th St., 
Cortez. 
 Kubik says the response is overwhelming. 

Rose Lipke, Plum Taylor 
and Chelsie Albert end a 
tour July 3 at the Florida 
Maritime Museum, 4415 
119th St., Cortez, proudly 
displaying new Cortez 
Explorer T-shirts. A new 
collective of businesses 
awards the shirts to 
passport-holders who 
collect stamps from 12 of 
27 participating village 
merchants. No purchase 
is necessary. Islander 
Photo: Kathy Prucnell

Slim’s Place anchors Powers Plaza at 9701 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria. P.J. and Chris Smargisso, 
Slim’s Place owner/operators, purchased the build-
ing June 8 for $1,250,000 from Marcia and Dale 
Powers. Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

 “Way more than we thought,” Kubik said about 
the people bringing passports to the businesses. “It’s 
like a big scavenger hunt with a prize at the end.”
 No purchase is necessary. Pick up a passport while 
they last at participating Cortez businesses. For a mer-
chant list, go to fl oridamaritimemuseum.org or call 
941-708-6120.

Stinky business expands to Sarasota County
It’s a smelly business but somebody has to take 

care of those garbage cans simmering in the Florida 
heat, even in fancier localities such as Sarasota and 
Siesta Key.
 Enter Anna Maria Island’s Bins Be Clean, which 
has expanded from Anna Maria Island into Sarasota 
County to Siesta Key. The can-cleaning service with 
the big, bad scrubber truck expanded its reach to Lake-
wood Ranch last fall.
 According to owners Nate and Rather Welch, 
demand continues to increase, especially with their no 
contract, no obligation business model. Bulk pricing 
is available for neighborhoods or property manage-
ment companies wishing to clean multiple homes. All 
deodorizers and degreasers are Green Seal Certifi ed as 
environmentally safe, according to the Welches. Green 
Seal products are examined for performance, health 
and sustainability criteria and meet their environmental 
standard. 
 To get the stink out of your cans or more informa-
tion, go to binsbeclean.com or call 941-778-0020.
 Got business news? Contact Sandy Ambrogi at 
sandy@islander.org or call 941-778-7978.
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Business news 
 Does your business celebrate achievements? 
Maybe you’ve just opened the doors, received an 
award or staff deserves kudos. Submit your infor-
mation to news@islander.org.

AMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Wednesday, July 25
 5 p.m. — Business card exchange, the Center of Anna Maria 
Island, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Members $5, guests $10. 
Phone: 941-778-1541.
Wednesday, Aug. 1
 11:30 a.m. — Networking luncheon, The Feast Restaurant, 
5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Members $15, guests $25.
Phone: 941-778-1541.
Ongoing
 • Through July 31, AMI chamber membership drive. Earn 
rewards for joining and recruiting. Phone: 941-778-1541.
Email: info@amichamber.org.
 • Through Aug. 24, AMI chamber Visitors Guide and Business 
Directory advertising orders accepted from members. Phone: 941-
778-1541. Email: info@amichamber.org. 
 • Through October, noon, third Thursdays, Lunch and Learn 
seminars, Center of Anna Maria Island, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria. $10, RSVP required. Phone: 941-778-1541.

LBK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Thursday, July 12
 11:30 a.m. — Networking@Noon, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 

CONTACT US TODAY
RENTALS@ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

WWW.ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

3001 GULF DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

DREAM VACATIONS
FOR YOUR

VACATION DREAMS
SWEEPING GULF VIEWS: This 2bed/2bath condo 
at Anna Maria Island Club has breathtaking Gulf 
views from the living room and master bedroom. 
A rare opportunity to own at one of the most sought-
after condo complexes on the Island. $650,000

KEY ROYALE HOME: Looking for a home large 
enough to accommodate the entire family? Then 
look no further. This split plan 4bed/4bath/2car pool 
home is situated on one of the largest lots on Anna 
Maria Island. $749,900

Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson • 941-713-4755 Mike Norman Realty

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

For professional real 
estate sales, call a 
true island native, 
born and raised on  
Anna Maria Island. 
Marianne 
Norman-Ellis. 
941.778.6696

and Wine Bar, 2001 Siesta Drive, Sarasota. Members $25, walk-ins 
$30, guests $35. RSVP requested. Phone: 941-383-2466.
Ongoing
 • Through Friday, July 13, nominations for the 2018 Small Busi-
ness of the Year in four categories. Nominees must be in good-
standing with the chamber. Phone: 941-383-2466. Email: info@
lbkchamber.com.

Pam Alvord, left, Gary 
Alvord, Tony Niewikj and 
Jack Hrad, Key Royale Club 
general manager, enjoy the 
June 27 Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce 
business card mixer at the 
club. Board members Alvord 
and Niewijk participated in 
a ribbon-cutting to intro-
duce a new interior design 
for the clubhouse. Islander 
Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

After a long, sizzling July 4, fireworks show fizzles
By Sandy Ambrogi
Islander Reporter

 The island was jampacked.
 Many on Anna Maria Island July 4 made the most 
of a day at the beach.
 Diners crowded around grilling stations at the 
county beaches and city parks, spread out elaborate 
picnics and tended to sizzling meat and vegetables. 
Diners also crowded the Anna Maria Island Beach 
Cafe at the Manatee Public Beach, where tables and 
chairs were difficult to come by.
 Meanwhile, some island eateries saw mostly 
normal numbers on the holiday.
 Skinny’s Place, the hamburger haven across from 
the Manatee Public Beach, saw “normal to average” 
numbers, according to owner Clark Freeman. Skinny’s 
closed early at 3 p.m.
 Slim’s Place, 9701 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, was 
busy during the day, server Emily Mulrine said July 
5, but business slowed for the night shift, when people 
began congregating at the beach for the annual fire-
works show at the Sandbar Restaurant.

What happened to the fireworks show?
 The northern end of Anna Maria Island was 
jammed full of fireworks enthusiasts by 8 p.m. July 4, 
but a little lightning and a few bursts of rockets were 
all they saw. 
 Anna Maria Mayor Dan Murphy was near the 
shoreline three blocks north of the Sandbar Restaurant 
and said the beach was packed with people waiting for 
the 32nd annual Fireworks Extravaganza. By 10 p.m., 
an hour after the advertised start time, viewers had 
seen only quick flurry of fireworks that lasted a few 
minutes. He said folks began grumbling and straggling 
off the beach.
 But social media lit up the night with questions and 
comments about the fireworks fizzle at the Sandbar, as 
MCSO conducted crowd, and then traffic control for 
the attendees heading home.
 Chiles Group chief operating officer Robert Baugh 

said July 5 the business shared “the disappointment, 
but the situation was out of our control.”
 After late day thunderstorms and issues with the 
contracted vendor, Creative Pyrotechnics of Orlando, 
their equipment and product failed to materialize and 
the show was scratched, with the exception of a brief 
flurry of late fireworks from a Sandbar crew in an 
effort to save the moment, according to Baugh.
 In a July 5 statement posted on the Sandbar’s Face-
book page, Ed Chiles, owner, apologized for the delay 
and “drastically shortened” fireworks.
 “We certainly understand that many attendees may 
have felt let down by the outcome. It was, by no means, 
our intention to short change anyone,” Chiles’ state-
ment read in part.
 The restaurant had marketed $155 VIP tickets for 
the evening — $50 for kids — that included food and 
beverages, valet parking, party favors and a beachfront 
viewing area for the fireworks show.
 The Sandbar declined to disclose the number of 

tickets sold for the event or any refund discussions, 
but said it was reaching out to ticket holders.
 “It’s unfortunate,” Baugh said, “but really beyond 
our control. The fireworks company had logistical and 
material problems. We weren’t aware.”
 Baugh said Creative Pyrotechnics has put on the 
Sandbar show for many years without incident. 
 It is the same company that canceled St. Peters-
burg’s July 4 fireworks with 45 minutes notice, after 
assuring officials everything was good to go for the 
celebration, according to the Tampa Bay Times and 
other news outlets. 
 Baugh said the sound system wasn’t loud enough 
to reach beachgoers and concerns for crowd control 
were reasons the cancellation was not announced.
 “Because our name is on it, everyone assumes we 
can just reschedule for the next night. But that’s impos-
sible for many reasons — permits, extra police patrols, 
staff,” Baugh said.
 ‘We can’t just flip a switch and make it happen. 
It’s not something we can just pull off,” he added.
 Chiles said the fireworks tradition would take 
place at the Sandbar next July 4.

Other business brisk, including fresh fish
 James E. “Wyre” Lee Jr. said the fresh fish at 
Cortez Bait and Seafood, 12110 Cortez Road W., 
Cortez, was jumping off the ice on the Fourth.
 “I’m having a real good week,” Lee said July 5, 
with brisk seafood and bait sales. The best-seller? 
Locally caught yellow edge grouper.
 Judy Owens baked enough cupcakes to fill the 
showcases for the Fourth at Cupcake Delights, 3324 
E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, and said business was 
“better than last year, up about 10 percent.”
 Local rental stores reported a lot of foot traffic and 
brisk business on beach equipment rentals. including 
tents, umbrellas, and paddleboards, as well as bikes 
and golf carts to cruise the island.
 Officers reported brisk business in local bars, with 
“good attendance” and “good behavior.”

Patrons mid-afternoon July 4 at the Anna Maria 
Island Beach Cafe at Manatee Public Beach, 4000 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, maneuver for seats. 
Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi
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PETS

PET PAL PET sitting: Short and long term, in 
your house or mine. 18-year Island resident. 
941-704-5937. e.davies5937@gmail.com. 

YOU CAN HELP! Fosters, volunteers, retail-
type help needed for Moonracer No Kill 
Animal Rescue. Please email: moonracer-
animalrescue@gmail.com.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: Small sailboat rentals 
and instruction. Day. Week. Month. Sunfi sh, 
Laser, Windrider 17 and Precision 15. Call 
Brian at 941-685-1400.

PONTOON BOAT RENTAL Create life long 
memories. Call 941-778-2121 or see boat-
fl orida.net.

HELP WANTED

SATURDAY HOUSEKEEPERS NEEDED for 
beach resort (7 a.m.-2 p.m.) per unit pay. 
Please, call 941-778-6667 for details.

VACASA IS HIRING: Seasonal housekeepers 
on Anna Maria Island! Weekend availability 
and reliable transportation required. We offer 
$15/hour plus perks. Visit www.vacasa.com/
careers to apply or email housekeeperhir-
ing@vacasa.com.

REPORTER WANTED: Full- to part-time. 
Print media, newspaper experience required. 
Apply via email with letter of interest to 
news@islander.org.

KIDS FOR HIRE

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for up to three 
weeks for Island youths under 16 looking for 
work. Ads must be placed in person at The 
Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

LOOKING FOR AN EARLY BIRD? You can 
read Wednesday’s new classifi eds after 5 p.m. 
Monday and every day at www.islander.org. 
And it’s FREE!

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Residential and Commercial
Full service lawn maintenance

Landscaping – Clean-up
Hauling tree trimming

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  941.792.5600
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Andrew Chennault

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
Island References Lic#CBC056755 

I S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519

C
B

C
 1

2
5

3
4

7
1

Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

Adopt-
A-Pet 

April is 3 years old, 
17 pounds and gets 
along with cats, 
dogs and people! 
Mixed breed. Apply 
to adopt April at 
wwww.moonracer-
animalrescue.com. 
Call Lisa Williams at 
941-345-2441 or visit 
The Islander next 
to Paradise Cafe in 
Holmes Beach for 
more …

SPONSORED BY

WE LIKE LIKES

 f acebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

ITEMS FOR SALE

VACUUM CLEANERS, EXCELLENT condi-
tion, $39 each. Hospital bed, as new, $100, 
wheelchair, as new, $79. 941-778-5542.

ANTIQUE PARTNER DESK: All wood, $1,000. 
See at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FOUR OAK OFFICE chairs: Antiques, perfect 
for eclectic dining set. The Islander news-
paper, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 
941-778-7978.

FREEBIE ITEMS FOR SALE

Individuals may place one free ad with up 
to three items, each priced $100 or less, 15 
words or less. FREE, one week, must be 
submitted online. Email classifi eds@islander.
org, fax toll-free 1-866-362-9821. (limited 
time offer) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED TO PURCHASE: Quality used 
sewing machine. Zig-jag a must. 941-713-
3386.

WANTED: WORKOUT DVDs and retired but 
working XBox, Wii units with games for Min-
istry of Presence for kids and teens in Haiti. 
Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach.

WANTED: YOUR OLD cellphone for recy-
cling. Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View 
and purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE GUN LOCK courtesy of Project Child-
safe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police 
Department. Pick up at The Islander offi ce, 
3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be 
sorry, be safe.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2-
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-1p.m. 
Saturday. Donations preferred 9 a.m.-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays. 511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
941-779-2733.

U S E D F I A S C O S L A B R A N G
N O T A B I G D E A L R E N I E V E R
P L A Y I N G C A R D S T A G E D O O R
C O L D D A Y M B A L O G C A B I N

R E L F R O G G Y R A C E D
G O J I S P O I L E R H A T H A
E V A N S E X P O A H E M S N C I S
D A R K A R T P A R T A Y A W E

T O R P E D O E S L A C U N A R
S T D L A I R P O T T E D P L A N T

N O O U T L E T Z E N H A V A N A N S
B L O C K B U S T E R W I V E A N A
C A T T O Y S T R U T H S E R A
T M I B O O G I E S T O O P T O
V E N N T R A P S G R A B K N E A D

U H H U H U S H E R E D S I Z E
E R V I N E M E T I C O U T

U N T A N G L E A R T S T R I N G S
S T R U C K O I L P A S S I N G L A N E
O N O R S O M E I C A N S E E T H A T
B E N E O D E D G E T L I T S A W S

ANSWERS TO JULY 11 PUZZLE

PropertyWatch
Island real estate sales

By Jesse Brisson
Special to The Islander

 866 N. Shore Drive, Anna Maria, a 1,668 sfla 
3bed/2bath/1car home built in 1951 on a 5,600 sq ft lot 
was sold 06/20/18, Beach to Barnes Walker Exchange 
Accommodator I LLC for $828,500; list $799,900.
 219 Chilson Ave., Anna Maria, a vacant canal-
front 11,100 sq ft lot was sold 06/22/18, Gulfside 
Development LLC to Cote Family Business LLC for 
$775,000.
 309 Tarpon St., Anna Maria, a 1,221 sfl a / 1,644 
sfur 2bed/2bath/1car canalfront home built in 1971 on 
a 8,250 sq ft lot was sold 06/25/18, Kole to Bongrebe 
for $705,000; list $734,900.
 312 62nd St., Holmes Beach, a 1,456 sfl a / 3,102 
sfur 3bed/2bath/2car home built in 1994 on a 7,500 sq 
ft lot was sold 06/14/18, Stemm to Maze for $660,000; 
list $698,000.
 227 85th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,380 sfl a / 3,310 
sfur 3bed/2bath/2car pool home built in 1985 on a 
9,000 sq ft lot was sold 06/15/18, Izzard to Kaminski 
for $655,000; list $649,500.
 5803 Imperiore Ave., Holmes Beach, a 1,286 sfl a 
2bed/2bath pool home built in 1969 on a 5,050 sq ft 
lot was sold 06/19/18, Schaffer to Byrd for $625,000; 
list $649,000.

 526 Villa Rosa Way, Anna Maria, a vacant canal-
front lot was sold 06/20/18, Hodgson to Villa Rosa 
Maria LLC for $620,000.
 611 Dundee Lane, Holmes Beach, a 1,485 sfl a / 
2,485 sfur 2bed/2½bath/2car canalfront home built in 
1970 on a 10,280 sq ft lot was sold 06/14/18, Wagle 
to Tucker for $615,000; list $649,000.
 5300 Gulf Drive, Unit 109, Martinique North, 
Holmes Beach, a 1,117 sfl a / 1,204 sfur 3bed/2bath/1car 
Gulffront condo with shared pool built in 1971 was 
sold 06/15/18, Spitcaufsky to Melton for $595,000; 
list $624,900.
 108 Ninth St. S., Bradenton Beach, a 1,326 sfl a 
2bed/2bath condo with shared pool built in 1985 was 
sold 06/13/18, Smith to Kennedy for $470,000; list 
$475,000.
 501 Gulf Drive N., Unit 214, Bridgeport, Braden-
ton Beach, a 1,128 sfl a / 1,198 sfur 2bed/2bath condo 
with shared pool built in 1982 was sold 06/22/18, 
Gancio to Lee for $290,000; list $310,000.
 6200 Flotilla Drive, Unit 314, Westbay Point 
& Moorings, Holmes Beach, a 985 sfl a / 1,377 sfur 
2bed/2bath condo with shared pool built in 1979 was 
sold 06/11/18, Laupper to Grubich for $285,000; list 
$285,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty 
of Anna Maria, can be reached at 941-778-7244.
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SERVICES

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37 years experi-
ence. On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying 
assistance and training. Call Bill, 941-778-
2535.

T.H.S. CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL, COM-
MERCIAL vacation rentals. Dependable and 
detailed. 941-756-4570.

AUTHORITY ONE SERVICES: Cleaning, 
construction, residential, commercial, rent-
als. Call 941-251-5948.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Pro-
fessional, friendly cleaning service since 
1999. 941-779-6638. Leave message.

NEED A RIDE to airports? Tampa $65, St. Pete, 
$55, Sarasota, $30. Gary, 863-409-5875. 
gvoness80@gmail.com.

B-SAFE-RIDES: Airport and personal, Peggy, 
R.N. Level 2 FBI background checked.Spe-
cializing in women and seniors. $39 and up. 
727-902-7784.

AIRPORT RIDES: TAMPA, $60, St. Pete, $50, 
Sarasota, $20. Call Sunny, 941-713-8885.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS JD’s Window 
Cleaning looking for storefront jobs in Holmes 
Beach. I make dirty windows sparkling clean. 
941-920-3840.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, 
refrigeration. Commercial and residential 
service, repair and/or replacement. Serving 
Manatee County and the Island since 1987. 
For dependable service, call Bill Eller, 941-
795-7411. CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional 
creates a portrait. I want to be at your wed-
ding! www.jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

RELAXING MASSAGE IN the convenience 
of your home or hotel. Massage by Nadia, 
more than 20 years on Anna Maria Island. 
Call today for an appointment, 941-518-
8301. MA#0017550.MA#0017550.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential 
and commercial. Full-service lawn mainte-
nance, landscaping, cleanups, hauling and 
more! Insured. 941-778-5294.

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER Service: Repairs, 
installs. Your local sprinkler company since 
1997. Call Jeff, 941-778-2581.

SHELL DELIVERED AND spread. $55/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, 
“shell phone” 941-720-0770.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. 66Tropical landscape spe-
cialist. Residential and commercial. 35 years 
experience. 941-448-6336.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE: Shell, lime 
rock, palms, river rock, construction demo-
lition, fencing, pressure washing, hauling 
debris and transport. Shark Mark, 941-301-
6067.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, 
interior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpa-
per. Island references. Bill, 941-795-5100. 
www.vangopainting.net. 

CUSTOM REMODELING EXPERT. All phases 
of carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. 
Meticulous, clean, sober and prompt. Paul 
Beauregard, 941-730-7479.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. 
Handyman, fine woodwork, countertops, 
cabinets and wood flooring. Insured and 
licensed. 941-722-8792.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry, handy-
man, light hauling, pressure washing. Jack 
of all trades. Call 941-778-6170 or 941-447-
2198.

ISLE TILE: QUALITY installation fl oors, coun-
ters, backsplashes, showers. Licensed, 
insured. Call Chris at 941-302-8759.

TURN THE PAGE for more classifi eds …

Submit your fi shing and sports 
news to news@islander.org.

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY

.com

941-778-2711

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045

WEATHERSIDE LLC LI
C
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DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

I S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
State Lic. CBC1258250

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Family Owned and Operated since 1975

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential  
& Commercial

#C
FC
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26

59
6

WE TWEET TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 words: $40. 
BOX ad: additional $4. (Phone number is a "word.")

The deadline is NOON Monday every week for Wednesday’s paper.

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.� _________ Cash � _______  By _________

Credit card payment: � d  � u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
3218 E. Bay Drive Fax toll free: 1-866-362-9821
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

CLASSIFIED AD ORDER

Place classifi ed ads online at www.islander.org

Island Limousine
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE

AIRPORT PERMITTED & LIVERY INSURED

IslandLimo.net   941-779-0043 

$10 DINER MUGS
@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

Licensed and Insured

Landscape Design
Lawn Care
Cleanups

Stone Paths
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I  S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S
HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

ARTISAN DESIGN TILE and Marble: Quality 
craftsmanship since 1983. Beautiful instal-
lations that are a great value for your money. 
Midwest work ethic in paradise. Call Don, 
941-993-6567. www.artisandesigntileand-
marble.com.

ISLAND GATER RESTORATIONS: Painting, 
interior/exterior, drywall repair, textures, 
pressure cleaning, stucco. Danny, 941-720-
8116. islandgater@gmail.com.

R. A. GONZALEZ CONSTRUCTION: Re-roof 
and leak specialist. Residential/hotels/com-
mercial. Repairs, shingles, tile, metal, fl at. 
Quick response. Quality work at reason-
able rates. References. Insured/licensed. 
#CCC1330056. Call Bryan at 727-277-
9502.

RENTALS

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.
suncoastinc.com.

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTAL: BRADENTON Beach, 
1BR/1BA, Bay in back, Gulf in front, pool, 
kayak and bike storage, very walk-able, 
$1,150/month, no smoking, no pets. 603-
969-6840.  

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 2BR/2BA 
garage, lanai, extensive remodel, nice quiet 
area, $1,500/month. Long-term. 970-331-
1042.

1/BR BEACH, POOL: Furnished annual 
condo, utilities included, no pets, $1,550/
month, 941-778-1915.

ANNUAL RENTALS: RIGHT across from 
the beach. 3/BR, $2,500/month,  2/BR only 
$1,800/month.  Call 941-778-8660.

WANTED: ANNUAL ON Anna Maria Island. 
Pet-friendly, have two house-trained, well-
behaved dogs. Prefer updated home, yard, 
pool, 3BR/3BA or larger. 6-12 month lease 
to start August/September. Price negotiable. 
Marie, 214-854-6496.

More ads = more readers in The Islander.

941-778-0807 
tdolly1@yahoo.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

Professional Service to Anna Maria Island Since 1974

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS
SALES/RENTALS

HERON’S WATCH 10 minutes to beaches. 4 BR + Den. Excellently maintained, 
tastefully decorated.  No rental limitations. MLS A4142821. $359,000.

 MEADOWCROFT 1308 56TH ST. 1BR/1BA enclosed lanai. Turnkey furnished. 
Beach cottage decor in living room. Heated pool, tennis, clubhouse. $121,000.
VACATION/SEASONAL RENTALS GULFFRONT PROPERTIES BOOKING NOW

9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com 

New Location
Same Great Service

Full Service Property 
Management & Sales
Dina Franklin (owner)

Licensed Sales Associate  
& Property Manager

SINCE 1957

‘We are THE island.’

 

 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 
941-778-8104 Ofc 877-778-0099 Toll Free 

104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
 

 

 

  

www.Edgewatervacationhomes.com  
www.Edgewaterrealestateami.com

104 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-778-8104

Toll Free 877-778-0099

 
 
 

 Real Estate Sales 
 Vacation Rentals 
 Annual Rentals 
 Property Management 
 Concierge Service 

 We’re “Serious” about our Customer Service! 
 
 
Your full service Real Estate Agency providing exceptional customer service for all your short or long 
term goals.  Whether you’re staying a few days or a lifetime, we will help you find your perfect 
accommodation.  
 
One stop shop.    We can provide everything you might need……..buy, rent and finance your piece of 
paradise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    

 

www.edgewatervacationhomes.com 
www.941lending.com 

941-778-8104 Ofc   877-778-0099 Toll Free 
104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 

Lynn M. Zemmer   Broker/Owner 
 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 

 

103 Gull Ave., Anna Maria, $1,200,000

PARADISE FOUND! 

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

INCMike Norman Realty
31O1 GULF DR HOLMES BEACH

800-367-1617 • 941-778-6696

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
sales@mikenormanrealty.com

Mike Norman Realty

VACANT LOT: BEACH VIEWS! Build your perfect island retreat with views 
of the Gulf of Mexico and the beach. This cleared lot is located on an ideally 
situated, quiet side street in Holmes Beach. Zoning allows for weekly vacation 
rentals. Public beach access is just across the street with a shady, scenic path.  
This lot is ready to build your dream home! $650,000

513 68TH ST., HOLMES BEACH 
4 BEDROOMS/4.5 BATHS 
$2,149,000
Brand new construction on the grand canal! This 
home’s lifestyle fl oor plan features: Gorgeous 
master suite with offi ce or den on the mezzanine 
level, 3 large guest suites, each with its own bath, 
all access elevator, large 2-car garage, water 
views and luxury fi nishes throughout. 2,900 sf.

788 NORTH SHORE DRIVE, ANNA MARIA
5 BEDROOMS/4 BATHS
$1,695,000
Just across the street from the sugar sand beaches 
lies your perfect beach retreat. This home has 
been completely redone with high- end fi nishes, 
including updated kitchen and bath. Spectacular 
southern exposure pool and deck area, with 
great screened porch amd outdoor kitchen next 
to pool. 2,808 sf.

BEST Selection of New Construction on AMI: OPEN HOUSE 1-4 pm Sunday July 15

RENTALS Continued

BEACHFRONT: ISLAND ORIGINAL cottage 
(duplex) and three apartments, each 1BR/1BA. 
Expansive shady Gulffront patio area. Summer 
rates from $1,050/week. 813-230-4577.

PERICO BAY CLUB: 2BR/2BA villa, one-car 
garage. Turnkey furnished. Flexible lease. 
August through December, $1,500/month. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-356-1456.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE: 2BR/2BA. Walk or ride to beach. 
100 feet to bay. Bring your kayaks! $138,000. 
Accepting cash offers only. Call 941-753-
0585.

HALF DUPLEX: 2BR/2BA, 10 minutes to beach, 
Updated roof, air conditioning, windows, fl oor, 
etc. $125,000. 941-526-4562.

STUNNING 2BR/2BA FOURTH-fl oor Martin-
ique north. Completely updated with travertine 
tile fl oors, gourmet kitchen, view of Gulf from 
living/dining, master bedroom. This, you must 
see. Call Iva Fadley-Dane, PA, GRI, Realtor, 
941-350-8001 , Wagner Realty.

WATERFRONT ISLAND HOME: Investment 
opportunity. 3BR/2BA, two-car garage, pool, 
spa, boat dock and lift. Live in it, make it a 
vacation home with rental income or resell it. 
$750,000. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.
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 ACROSS

1 Played for a fool

5 Total mess

11 Big piece of cake

15 Buzzed

19 “It’s all good”

21 Guido ____, painter of 
the “Crucifixion of 
St. Peter”

22 “Do I ____!”

23 Trying to show no 
signs of life

24 Show out?

26 Metaphorical time 
in hell

27 Future exec, maybe

28 Began a PC session

29 Seminary study: 
Abbr.

30 One who “went 
a-courtin’,” in a 
children’s song

32 Hurried along

33 Asian berry marketed 
as a “superfood”

36 “Darth Vader is 
Luke’s father,” e.g.

38 Kind of yoga

39 Lily Potter’s maiden  
name in the Harry 
Potter books

41 Fair

42 Attention getters

44 Longtime CBS police 
procedural

48 Voodoo, e.g.

50 Quite a bash, in slang

52 Partner of shock

53 Wrecks, as chances

55 Relating to gaps

59 Norm: Abbr.

62 Burrow

63 Bit of office greenery

65 Dead-end sign

67 Kind of state

68 Was forced to turn 
down an invitation

69 Big character?

71 Take as a bride

72 News commentator 
Navarro

73 Ball of yarn and 
others

74 Confession inducers

77 “Jeez, you should 
keep that private”

78 Get down

79 Go as far down as

84 ____ diagram

86 Green surroundings?

88 Seize

90 Work

91 “You betcha!”

93 Had a leading role?

96 S or M

97 Sam of Watergate 
hearings

98 Ipecac, e.g.

99 Openly gay

101 Fix, as a mess 
of wires

103 Singer Garfunkel

104 Big part of an 
orchestra

108 Bottle for a 
beachgoer

109 It’s left on a highway 
… or a path used by 
five answers in this 
puzzle?

111 ____ about 
(approximately)

112 A little

113 “Yeah, that makes 
sense”

114 Nota ____

115 Had too much, 
for short

116 Go on a drinking 
spree, in slang

117 Nuggets in “Poor 
Richard’s Almanack”

 DOWN

1 Not using sensitive 
language, say

2 Dis-banded?

3 List ender: Abbr.

4 Not wait till evening to 
crack a bottle

5 Semester’s end

6 Rapper ____ Azalea

7 General’s assistant: 
Abbr.

8 Tool for undoing 
stitches

9 What many runners do 
before a marathon

10 Senectitude

11 “r u 4 real?”

12 Jared of “Dallas 
Buyers Club”

13 Nerd’s epithet for the 
president?

14 Lions and tigers

15 Tidbit with rice in 
Creole cuisine

16 Sidestep

17 It’s under helium in 
the periodic table

18 Dog’s warning

20 Endure

25 Per

30 ____ News

31 Annoy, in a way

33 Goal for many a H.S. 
dropout

34 Donations to certain 
clinics

35 Pantry item

37 David ____, C.I.A. 
director under 
Obama

38 “Watch it!”

40 Took a breather

43 Possess, as thou 
might

45 Old Testament land

46 “Pick me! Pick me!”

47 Certain Spanish 
murals

49 Elapse, as years

51 Braided floor covering

54 Where coal miners 
work

55 Doesn’t bother

56 Telly pitch

57 1040 reviewer, for 
short

58 Humerus connection

59 “How uncool!”

60 “Yer darn ____!”

61 It may bring a tear to 
one’s eye

64 “____ Is Us” 
(65-Down drama)

65 See 64-Down

66 Bout result, in brief

67 Like a game with 
equal winners and 
losers

70 ’Vette option

71 Happenin’ place

75 Election that’s too 
close to call

76 Peachy

78 “Phooey!”

80 Like many clowns 
and beachside 
houses

81 Kennedy Library 
architect

82 Nickname for a devil

83 Flowery poem

85 Help grow

86 “You agree?”

87 Enjoy consistent, 
favorable luck, in 
poker lingo

89 Story line

92 Sort of rooftop unit, 
familiarly

94 Another name for a 

porpoise or dolphin

95 Certain domain suffix

97 Subject of a 

2001-02 scandal

98 Caught congers

100 Strong desire

101 ____ Reader

102 Shade of green

104 “Absolutely!” 

to Alejandro

105 Capital of Okinawa

106 Chew (on)

107 Match makers?

108 Get all blubbery

110 Show with Kate 

McKinnon, for short

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71 72

73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80 81 82 83

84 85 86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94 95 96

97 98 99 100

101 102 103 104 105 106 107

108 109 110

111 112 113

114 115 116 117

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

www.annamariaislandresorts.net 877.867.8842

Everything you’re looking for

Visit WWW.iSLandEr.org for the best news on anna maria island.
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Answers: 
page 28
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