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First lady’s life 
work opens door 
to Hall of Fame

By Sandy ambrogi
islander reporter

 Her name is synonymous with florida, 
from time well spent as fi rst lady to her pas-
sion for painting landscapes and scenery.
 rhea chiles died in 2015, but her legacy 
continues to be alive and well in the Sunshine 
State and, on anna maria island, where she 
spent much of her senior years.
 chiles has been named the 2018 inductee 
into the florida tourism Hall of fame by the 
Visit florida board of directors.
 Joey Bell of Visit florida made the 
announcement in an email may 24. chiles 
joins the likes of past distinguished Florid-
ians — Walt disney, Henry flagler, John 
ringling and others — in the hall of fame. 
She was nominated for the honor by local 
resident Karen Riley-Love.
 Chiles was the fi rst lady of Florida 1991-
98, during the tenure of her husband, Gov. 
Lawton Chiles. She was a gracious cham-
pion of florida tourism during this time, 
emphasizing state hospitality. that mission 
had begun years earlier in Washington, d.c., 
when chiles opened the florida House.

Friends Vincent Gollamudi, 5, Stone Smith, 6, Amelia Thiessen, 6, Fox Smith, 8, and 
Tobias Thiessen, 8, squeal as their sand volcano erupts on the shoreline in Holmes 
Beach. The kids created the volcano with some help from parents after a recent early 
afternoon release from Anna Maria Elementary. The lava is spewing from a warm, 
shaken bottle of soda, according to Nenita Daguinatos, parent-photographer, who noted 
the beach was restored before the group headed home.

Science experiment 
erupts on the beach

Rhea Chiles, who died in 2015, poses in 
her home studio in Holmes Beach. Chiles 
is being inducted into the Florida Tourism 
Hall of Fame by Visit Florida. She was 
nominated by Karen Riley-Love. Islander 
Photo: Bonner Joy

Bradenton Beach dock contractor again 
delays install date  — to September

By chrisann Silver esformes
islander reporter

 Boaters and businesses that rely on a 
fl oating dock to serve the Bradenton Beach 
pier now have a new goal on the horizon.
 September.
 after four schedule changes over the 
course of a year, the floating dock at the 
Historic Bridge Street pier, contracted in 
march 2017 between the Bradenton Beach 
community redevelopment agency and 
technomarine construction inc. of north 
palm Beach, now is pushed to September.
 John Horne, owner of the anna maria 
Oyster Bar at the pier and CRA member, vis-
ited the technomarine facility in north palm 
Beach may 24 to check on the status of the 

dock and deliver a letter asking for specifi cs 
on dock materials and a timeline.
 the schedule provided by technomarine 
to the city in april provided for completion 
of the dock June 29.
 When the may 11 permitting deadline 
came and went without notice from the 
contractor — without explanation for yet 
another delay — Horne suggested it was 
time for action.
 Horne said may 26 that when he visited 
technomarine, he met with ryan miller, 
the new chief operating offi cer, who started 
work there two months earlier. miller said 
technomarine had been using a supplier in 
Canada, but due to problems with that com-
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Science may prevail for Cortez Bridge opponents
By terry o’connor
islander reporter

the florida department of transportation faces at 
least four signifi cant challenges before the old Cortez 
bascule bridge can be removed to make way for a new 
span despite public opposition.

funding must be earmarked and dedicated to build 
the new bridge, which will cost roughly $72 million 
and last at least 75 years, according to the dot.

the plan also must qualify under the national 
Environmental Policy Act, which was one of the fi rst 
environmental laws passed in the united States in 
1970. 

A new bridge also requires fi nal approval from the 
DOT Offi ce of Environmental Management in Tal-
lahassee.

And the DOT will have to answer to local resi-
dents and offi cials who claim the state is overlooking 
better alternatives and public opposition, while doing 
irreparable harm in choosing the big bridge.

“oh, yes. oh, there’s no question the dot is 
ignoring us,” said Linda molto, a florida institute of 
Saltwater Heritage board member. 

Molto said FISH and a host of megabridge oppo-
nents are working on stopping the proposal from being 
implemented — as has been done before.

“We’re going at it again,” molto said.
The DOT list of critics now includes ManaSota-88, 

the florida institute for Saltwater Heritage, cortez 
Village Historical Society and city offi cials in Anna 
maria, Bradenton Beach and Holmes Beach.

critics say leverage could be provided by nepa, 
which requires the dot to perform environmental 
impact statements and assessments and is enforced by 
the president’s council on environmental Quality.

The NEPA environmental review could offer valu-
able ammunition in the debate, according to Holmes 
Beach resident Barbara Hines, a planning commission 
member and ManaSota-88 vice chair.

Hines said she supported the Anna Maria mega-

bridge on manatee avenue, but this is different. 
“That was a man-made causeway,” Hines said. 

“there was little, if any, disruption to the environment. 
But this is different. This is going to destroy the envi-
ronment, including seagrass and a historic village.”

Seagrass is a major environmental issue for the 
cortez Bridge because past attempts to restore seagrass 
elsewhere  have been unsuccessful, Hines said.

can the new bridge meet nepa standards? 
not even the dot knows.
the dot is evaluating the bridge proposal for 

nepa compliance, according to spokesman Zachary 
Burch.

“The process also takes environmental, traffi c, 
social and environmental justice factors into consid-
eration. These criteria must be satisfi ed before being 
approved through the nepa process,” Burch wrote in 
a may 18 email to the islander.

another key dot study will be released in full 
in July, Burch said. the dot project development 

and environment study required by state and federal 
regulations will help determine if the big bridge goes 
forward, according to Burch.

The DOT released a two-page excerpt of the PD&E 
study April 23, which announced a 65-foot-clearance 
fi xed-span as the preferred option over repairing the 
existing drawbridge.

ManaSota-88 needs the complete PD&E study to 
determine whether the dot overstepped in choosing 
to design a high-rise, fi xed-span rather than repairing 
the existing drawbridge, according to Hines.

Burch said studies so far support the DOT deci-
sion.

“The PD&E study has shown no signifi cant impacts 
anticipated as a result of the proposed replacement of 
the cortez Bridge,” Burch wrote in his email.

the study also determined no archaeological or 
historic resources will be affected. Same goes for noise 
— to be re-evaluated during the design phase — Intra-

The Cortez 
Bridge and 
the tender’s 
station 
looking west 
across the 
Intracoastal 
Waterway 
to Braden-
ton Beach. 
Islander 
Photo: Terry 
O’Connor

PlEASE SEE BRIDGE, NEXT PAGE
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pany, they had switched to a manufacturer in Spain. 
Delays with the Bradenton Beach floating dock arose 
during the transition.
 in a may 25 email to Horne — who has an inside 
track with miller being a friend of his nephew — miller 
instructed Horne to forward his email to city staff and 
officials. Miller wrote, “Moving forward, communica-
tion will readily flow and you have the assurance of 
technomarine that this project is moving forward with 
the attention and timeliness that it deserves.”
 miller wrote that “complete engineering documen-
tation” for permitting will be submitted by may 31, 
dock fabrication will begin June 25 and be delivered to 
the site by aug. 13, with a Sept. 12 completion date.
“technomarine uSa experienced a series of inexcus-
able delays in manufacturing which have now finally 
been resolved,” Miller wrote. “Attached you will find 
what will be the final, worst case schedule. Our inten-
tion is to see this project through to its completion and 
to deliver a pier and docking system for the use of your 
residents and tourists by September 12th.”
 Horne said based on his meeting with miller, he 
feels confident in the new timeline.
 “after my visit with technomarine, i feel pretty 
confident that they’ve cleared up their issues and will 
be in communication with us moving forward to meet 
the new deadline,” Horne said may 26.
 An update on the floating dock is planned for the 
next CRA meeting at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 6, at 
city hall, 107 gulf drive n.

coastal Waterway navigation and wind or flooding. 
and, according to the studies, a bigger bridge will 
have a positive impact on hurricane evacuation and 
stormwater treatment.

the dot claims don’t compute, according to the 
CVHS, which notes nearly 90 village buildings are 
listed on the national register of Historic places and a 
large bridge would destroy a key village characteristic 
by its sheer size. 

the cVHS suggested a new bridge linking the 
north end of Longboat Key with the mainland would 
be a better alternative. 

Residents and officials also complain the bridge 
decision was made despite strong public opposition 
running 3-to-1 in favor of the low bridge.

“they have their mind made up before they go in 
and nothing changes it,” molto said.

Burch points out the dot made presentations 
to citizen and governmental groups on more than 25 
occasions.

“part of the process includes extensive public 

involvement,” Burch said. “the dot solicits commu-
nity input and does an in-depth evaluation of potential 
community impacts.”

The PD&E study assessed bridge and road align-
ment options over about a mile of cortez road/State 
road 684. the new bridge would cross the intracoastal 
Waterway, linking Bradenton Beach to 123rd Street 
West in cortez.

dot inspections between 2008 and 2012 found 
the bascule bridge structurally and functionally obso-
lete but repairable.

design on the new bridge is to begin this year. 

Keeping cool in 
crisis has rewards
Holmes Beach Mayor 
Bob Johnson, left, 
applauds surf shop 
employees Benjamin 
Webb, Kaitlin Kee and 
Anna Rehorn at the May 
22 Holmes Beach city 
meeting for their heroic 
efforts in remaining calm 
and evacuating cus-
tomers without further 
incident from the burning 
store. West Coast Surf 
Shop, 3902 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, inset 
photo, caught fire during 
business hours April 15 
and sustained more than 
$250,000 in damages. 
Officials praising the trio 
and presenting certifi-

cates and coin-like tokens included West Manatee 
Fire Rescue marshal Jim Davis and Chief Tom Sousa, 
Holmes Beach Police Chief Bill Tokajer and Johnson. 
Islander Photo: Terry O’Connor
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Voter registration open, 
qualifying dates set

 Voter registration is open for the state’s primary, 
which will be tuesday, aug. 28.
 registration will close July 30.
 registration for the general election, which will 
be Tuesday, Nov. 6, will close Oct. 9.
 Qualifying for municipal elections, which take 
place nov. 6, will be in June — noon June 18 to noon 
June 22 in Bradenton Beach and Holmes Beach. anna 
Maria’s qualifi cation will begin at noon June 11 and 
end at noon June 22.
 In early May, the county reported 102,547 regis-
tered republican voters, 72,134 registered democratic 
voters and 62,556 other voters for a total of 237,237 
registered voters.
 for more information, go online to votemanatee.
com or call the Manatee County Supervisor of Elec-
tions Offi ce at 941-741-3823.

Election 11-06-18

2 candidates eye Holmes Beach mayor’s seat 

Holmes Beach upcoming 
election at a glance

Contested seats: Mayor to succeed Bob John-
son, who said he will not run. commission seats 
held by Pat Morton and Judy Titsworth. Five char-
ter commission seats.

Candidate qualifying period: Noon Monday, 
June 18, to noon friday, June 22.

Voter registration: Closes Monday, Oct. 9.
Election Day: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 6.
Polling places: Precinct 303, Gloria Dei 

Lutheran church, 6608 marina drive; and precinct 
305, St. Bernard catholic church, 248 S. Harbor 
drive.

Registered voters: 2,791, as of May 23.
Qualifying offi cer: City clerk Stacey John-

ston.
Information: votermanatee.com.

By terry o’connor
islander reporter

the race to succeed mayor Bob Johnson in Holmes 
Beach grew more interesting may 22 with two lifelong 
city residents saying they are ready to run.

Johnson’s second two-year term expires in Novem-
ber and he is not running for re-election.

commission chair Judy titsworth, a Holmes 
Beach native, confi rmed she is a contender for the top 
city seat, having fi rst indicated her intent to run in a 
february story in the islander.

a mayoral run is “looking likely,” titsworth said 
with a wide smile prior to gaveling open a commission 
meeting/work session.

Holmes Beach native Joshua Linney, sitting in the 
gallery, said he, too, is mulling a mayoral challenge.

“i’m very much considering it,” Linney said.
Linney, a member of the Holmes Beach parks and 

Beautifi cation Committee, has for months been a fi x-
ture and frequent contributor at city commission and 

planning commission meetings.
The speed-talking Linney often is asked to slow 

down as he speaks at the podium.
“i know i’ll have to learn to slow down when i 

talk,” Linney said.
titsworth said in february candidates should sit on 

the commission fi rst before making a run at mayor.
“i’ve always thought in order to be a good mayor 

you ought to be a commissioner fi rst,” Titsworth said. 
“the learning curve is huge.”

However, Titsworth fi rst considered a run against 
former mayor rich Bohnenberger in 2012, before 
carmel monti stepped up to run for — and won —the 
seat.

commissioner pat morton also intends to run for 
re-election.

“Yes,” morton said when asked if he will run 
again.

morton is the most experienced commissioner, 
having been re-elected seven times since joining the 
commission in 2003.

titsworth’s run for mayor will open a commission 
seat to a possible newcomer.

Seven candidates have picked up registration 
packets from city clerk Stacey Johnston, including 
Kim rash, a possible candidate for a commission 
seat or for mayor; and possible charter commission 
candidates david cheshire, major Leckie and terry 
Schaefer. Linney, morton and titsworth also picked 
up packets.

Leckie may be considering a run himself or pos-
sibly picked up the candidate packet for wife pam 
Leckie, Johnston said. pam Leckie serves on the 
Holmes Beach ad hoc committee charged with rec-
ommending a form of government along with Schaefer 
and cheshire. 

in the nonpartisan nov. 6 municipal election, 
Holmes Beach voters will elect a mayor and two city 
commissioners to two-year terms, and fi ve charter 
review commission members, who will serve until 
amendments or revisions to the charter, if any, are 
incorporated into a city ordinance by the city commis-
sion for placement on the ballot for the next election.

The mayor earns $24,000 in annual salary. Com-
missioners earn $6,000.

Candidates for Holmes Beach offi ce must be U.S. 
citizens, registered voters in manatee county and a 
city resident for two years before qualifying.

the candidate election assessment fee is $240 for 
mayor, $60 for commissioner and free for the charter 
commission, which is a volunteer position. 

Candidates may fi le an oath of undue burden if 
they cannot afford or do not want to pay the fees.

all candidates must collect 15 petition signatures 
from voters living in the city and fi le a candidate resi-
dency affi davit.

Before opening a campaign bank account or 
accepting or spending funds, candidates also must 
appoint a campaign treasurer and establish a campaign 
depository.

There are 2,791 voters registered in the city as of 
may 23.

candidate qualifying will open at noon monday, 
June 18, and close at noon friday, June 22.

Manatee County fulfi lls island funding wish list
Anna Maria Mayor 
Dan Murphy, left, and 
Holmes Beach Mayor 
Bob Johnson applaud 
as the Manatee County 
Board of Commission-
ers allocated nearly $1 
million from the beach 
concession fund May 
22 to the island cities. 
Bradenton Beach Mayor 
John Chappie, left, and 
Holmes Beach Commis-
sioner Jim Kihm, right, 
are partially obscured by 
Johnson. Islander Photo: 
Terry O’Connor

By terry o’connor
islander reporter

the island mayors made it look easy.
in reality, it took seven months of negotiations. 
The three mayors presented an unprecedented uni-

fi ed front to gain $1 million from the Manatee County 
beach concession fund, which made an impression on 
county commissioners.

So much so, the joint request for $1,020,520 
from a $1.144 million surplus in the fund was granted 
quickly at the may 22 county commission meeting in 
Bradenton.

Holmes Beach mayor Bob Johnson characterized 
the county discussion as “quick, crisp and very sup-
portive.”

“it’s a good example of things coming together 
the way they are supposed to come together,” Johnson 
said.

manatee county commissioner 
carol Whitmore, a resident of Holmes 
Beach and former commissioner and 
mayor, credited mayors dan murphy 
of Anna Maria, John Chappie of Bra-
denton Beach and Johnson with sub-
mitting the fi rst unifi ed island request 
since guidelines for the use of surplus 

concession revenues were established in 2014.
“You came to us with a plan,” said Whitmore, an 

at-large commissioner.
“it’s really refreshing to see you all working 

together,” said commissioner Steve Jonsson, who 
represents the island.

Surplus concession revenues can only fund projects 
serving all anna maria island residents and requests 
must be approved by the three city commissions before 
submission to the county.

“I didn’t know this was the fi rst time you all were 
able to agree on a funding request,” said commissioner 
Betsy Benac. 

Most of the money will go to three projects, includ-
ing $400,615 for a bike path, $330,000 to rebuild the 
Anna Maria City Pier after it was damaged by Hur-
ricane irma in 2017 and $100,000 for infrastructure 
needs at the Center of Anna Maria Island, 407 Mag-
nolia ave., anna maria.

The money comes from lease payments and a per-
centage of profi ts that exceed the contracted fees from 
united park Services inc., which operates concessions 
at manatee public Beach, 4000 gulf drive, Holmes 
Beach, and Coquina Beach, 2650 Gulf Drive S., Bra-
denton Beach.

The funding is nearly split in thirds: Anna Maria, 
$333,000; Bradenton Beach, $298,230; and Holmes 
Beach, $292,290.

there are strings attached. manatee county 
requires island cities provide 50 percent matching 
funds on most project requests. 

chair Judy titsworth took a moment later in the 
night at the Holmes Beach commission meeting to 
credit Whitmore for her encouragement and direction 
in gaining the funding.

“carol Whitmore was really a champion on this 
one,” titsworth said.

And somewhere, former Holmes Beach Commis-
sioner Jean peelen was smiling. one of her last acts as 
commissioner in 2017, having chosen not to run for 
re-election, was taking all three island mayors to task 
for not acting to access the available funds.

Peelen scolded the mayors at a Coalition of Bar-
rier Island Elected Offi cials meeting for leaving island 
money in the county’s coffers.

“What’s wrong with you?” she asked. “there’s $1 
million sitting in the Holmes Beach concession fund. 
We have not asked for it.”

they have now.

Whitmore
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CHIlES continued from page 1
 as the story goes, chiles was passing embassy 
row with her children in tow when one asked where 
the florida house was located. the question set chiles 
on a mission to create such a space. She found a house 
in a blighted Washington neighborhood, purchased it 
with her own money and went about fi nding contribu-
tors to see the florida House to reality.
 Opening in 1972, the embassy still exists today, 
welcoming visitors with a glass of real florida orange 
juice, teaching state history and showcasing florida 
business, arts, culture and tourism. 
 Visitors may also see some of chiles’ art collection 
in the florida House. chiles’ creation is the only “state 
house” in the national capital.
 chiles spent her retirement years on anna maria 
island, concentrating on community arts and cultural 
issues. She founded the Studio at gulf and pine, 10101 
gulf drive, anna maria. today the studio serves as an 
educational center, hosting everything from meetings 
of local organizations to art shows and fundraisers.
 on chiles death in 2015, gov. rick Scott issued 
a statement, reading in part, “rhea leaves behind a 
profound legacy of service and commitment to her 

family, community and state. may 
she always be remembered for the 
tremendous impact she made on so 
many floridians.”
 the florida tourism Hall of 
fame began in 2001. it acknowledges 
contemporary and historical fi gures 
whose vision, creativity and drive 

have had a signifi cant impact on the development of 
florida as a desirable visitor destination.
 chiles is the third woman to win the singular award 
— an individual or couple is chosen each year. 
 chiles also was nominated for the honor last year. 
Both nominations were by Riley-Love, recent winner 
of the manatee county tourist development council’s 
Ambassador of the Year award and an Islander contribu-
tor. She said she felt chiles had affected “not only our 
island, but florida as a whole.”
 chiles’ induction will take place during the florida 
governor’s conference at champions gate in orlando 
Sept. 12-14, according to Visit Florida.
 For more information about the honor, visit fl ori-
datourismhalloffame.org. 

Center back in red, amid spring-summer slowdown
By Bianca Benedí
islander reporter

 the seasonal slowdown in tourism across anna 
Maria Island  that typically comes after the Easter holi-
day also arrived at the center of anna maria island, 
bringing the center back to a net loss for the fi scal 
year.
 Board members met may 21 to evaluate april’s 
fi nances and share updates and developments. 
 Board treasurer christine Hicks said the center’s 
net income for the fi scal year is $14,635 in the red. She 
said the center experienced a net loss of $25,000 in 
april, although total expenses remain 8 percent under 
budget for the month.
 The fi scal year runs July-June.
 Board members blamed a drop in donor activity 
for the revenue gap. 
 executive director chris culhane, appointed to the 
position may 4, said at this point last year, the center 
had received contributions from the three island cities. 
This year, he said, the center is still waiting on munici-
pal funding. 
 Hicks said the center anticipates fi nishing the fi scal 
year, which ends June 30, with a net income of $330.
 not mentioned, $100,000 from manatee county 
beach concession revenue, is earmarked for infrastruc-
ture improvements, including roof repairs.
 Culhane also said despite the slowdown, registra-
tion is going well for the center’s summer camp pro-
gram, with new families from the northwest Bradenton 
area signing up to attend. 
 in other business, board chair david Zaccagnino 
said several new board members would be considered 

at the June meeting. 
 there are currently seven board members, although 
guidelines recommend a minimum of 11.  Zaccagnino 
said emma String resigned from the board in may, 
citing a time commitment issue. 
 also, board member mike thrasher proposed 
changing the center’s facade. 
 He said his research concluded the face of the 
building is uninviting. He announced a variance was 
requested from the city of anna maria to construct 
awnings for the front wall at the main entry to the 
building to create a shaded gathering area.
 thrasher said an installation similar to the sail 
shades in city pier park could provide shade and an 
event location for the entry.

 The variance request is on the agenda for city plan-
ners at their meeting at 4 p.m. tuesday, June 12, and on 
the city commission agenda for consideration at the 6 
p.m. thursday, June 14, meeting. 
 finally, board member Karen Harllee reviewed 
event planning for 2018-19.
 in addition to the annual murder mystery dinner, 
golf tournament and tour of homes, Harllee said the 
center would plan a fashion show.
 She said the planned range of events is more varied 
to “hit every single age group and background,” includ-
ing the possible addition of a running club.
 the next board meeting will be 7 p.m. monday, 
June 25, at the center, 407 magnolia ave., anna 
maria. 

Riley-Love

Correction
 a photo caption in the may 1 issue of the islander 
with the story “anna maria rewards boy for saving 
brother’s life” incorrectly identifi ed a Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce deputy. Deputy Amy Leach was pic-
tured.
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Building a destination
 anna maria island has an opportunity to put in 
place a truly amazing waterfront structure that can add 
immeasurably to the well-being of those who live on 
the island and those who visit.
 an  opportunity exists to do something really 
important to that most important piece of waterfront 
that belongs to all the people of the island and, to a 
lesser extent, the people like me who live nearby and 
love the island, visit the island and spend money on 
the island.
 please take your time in the rebuilding and how 
you develop this property.
 Take proposals from high-end developers as to 
what they could bring to that site.
 can you build something like the Sydney opera 
House?
 i think not, but use that kind of structure as an 
inspiration to fi nd a way to get people over the water to 
see the views, enjoy the breeze, have lunch and dinner 
and to shop in an environment like no other. 
 But don’t duplicate what was there.
 Build a destination for people to come and enjoy. 
money? of course, it will cost money.
 But get the vision first, get the input from the 
people. 
 it can be done and it does not have to cost ami 
anything — it will generate tax revenues.
 George Knutson, Bradenton

On litter patrol
 i was delighted to meet Holmes Beach code 
enforcement offi cer James Thomas the other day out-
side the post offi ce. 
 We talked about the amazing beauty of the island 
and the issue of litter and other rubbish, especially 
plastics, that litter our shores.
 i showed him my bag of litter that we had just 
collected on our beach walk and he asked if we’d like 
to be deputized as litter pickers. 
 So here’s a picture of rubbish picked up while in 
my kayak — a bucketful in just 20 minutes, all from 
the bay.
 thank you, James thomas, for encouraging us to 
look after our island, and you can see i love my new 
uniform. 
 if any of your readers or local groups would like 
to help clear beaches and waterways, please contact 
him at the Holmes Beach police department.
 Leigh Terrafranca, London, England, and Holmes 
Beach

Have your say
 the islander accepts original letters of up 
to 250 words and reserves the right to edit for 
grammar and length. Letters must include name, 
address and a contact phone number (for verifi -
cation). Email: news@islander.org. anonymous 
letters will not be printed. 

Bye-bye, Alberto
 i bet you never thought we’d have a tropical 
depression in the gulf of mexico in may — before 
hurricane season even gets underway.
 think again.
 and while alberto was but a whimper, the storm 
passing northward 165 miles east of anna maria island 
in the gulf of mexico is a whopper of a reminder to 
get ready for storm season. It’s offi cially here.
 pack up the necessities, like Vienna sausages, 
bottled water and duck tape. and check our special 
“Storm Avenger” section to round out the list of sup-
plies you will need for an evacuation. there’s more to 
this storm-ready business than you imagined.
 don’t let hurricane season surprise you.
 You need to make a promise to yourself and your 
family to get ready — and do it. 
 Just get a couple of plastic tubs and start loading. 
copy your prescriptions and other essential documents, 
like the declaration page on your homeowner’s insur-
ance. mark it with the company’s phone number.
 get the car ready. try to keep the gas tank topped 
or nearly full. 
 prepare the boat as if a storm is coming every time 
you store it. and keep your pet’s needs and a kennel 
ready to go out the door.
 You won’t be sorry, as most of us can attest. Pack-
ing hastily and throwing things in the car last-minute 
will result in forgotten items.
 i highly recommend picking up a couple of Led 
rechargeable uSB “camp” lights and a fan. You won’t 
be sorry if the power is out for more than a couple 
of hours. While you’re adding supplies, get a battery 
backup to charge your phone and the uSB devices. or 
prepare for slow charging in your vehicle.
 Keep simple, ready-to-go foods in the freezer, 
like cooked noodles and sauce and ready-made PB&J 
sandwiches. Stock up on snacks, too. You’ll fi nd the 
suffering without air conditioning requires rewards. 
the snack and cookie kind.
 You might want to add a small charcoal grill to 
your list of supplies, because it’s hard to cook on elec-
tric stoves without power. 
 and if you crave coffee in the morning, have a 
french press on hand and a way to heat water.
 ah. Storm season. it’s a real pain to pack up and 
go, but there may come a time you must.
 and you must be prepared.
 if you’re new to hurricane season, rely on our 
expertise. get storm ready, now.
 — Bonner Joy



THE ISLANDER n MAy 30, 2018 n 7

We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. We also offer 
online e-edition subscriptions — a page-by-page view of the weekly news for 
only $36 per year, but you must sign up online. it’s the best way to stay in touch 
with what’s happening on anna maria island. 
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even real estate transactions … 
everything you need if your “heart is on anna maria island.” 
 If you don’t live here year-round, use this form to subscribe by (snail) mail 
for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend mail subscriptions — you 
get The Islander free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery) 
 ❑ 1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

MAIL TO: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _________________

Credit card: ❏ d ❏ u No.  ___________________________________________

Name shown on card: _____________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: ______________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: _____________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND — SINCE 1992
3218 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

10&20 years ago
In the headlines: May 27, 1998

 • Publix of Lakeland submitted a site plan to 
the Holmes Beach public works department for 
a super market at 3900 E. Bay Drive, site of the 
former island foods store.
 • The Holmes Beach City Commission voted 
to take a homeowner on 73rd Street to court 
because she allegedly exceeded the 50-percent 
rule on improvements within a 5-year period. The 
commission decided it needed to go to court to 
protect its fl ood insurance status with the Federal 
emergency management agency.
 • Holmes Beach planning commissioners rec-
ommended to the city commission that it allow 
nonconformities to be rebuilt or continue to exist 
following a disaster. The recommendation was con-
trary to the city comprehensive plan, which said 
nonconformities destroyed in a disaster would need 
to be built “according to modern standards.”

In the headlines: May 28, 2008
 • Manatee County offi cials shared concerns 
that a proposed natural gas pipeline in the gulf of 
mexico and leading into tampa Bay would threaten 
efforts to pipe sand to renourish local beaches.
 • The Florida Department of Transportation 
held a meeting for islanders to discuss plans to 
close the anna maria island Bridge for 45 days 
for repairs to the structure.
 • Bradenton Beach planners recommended 
approval of a major expansion of the gulf drive 
cafe and predicted chickee huts would become the 
must-have accessory on the beach.
 • Two men from New York drowned in the 
gulf of mexico off Longboat Key, apparently after 
becoming caught in riptides.

YOUR COMPLETE CASUAL FURNITURE STORE

VISIT OUR 8,000+ SF SHOWROOM
6807 14TH ST. W., BRADENTON (across from Alex Karras Lincoln)

We offer Rattan and Wicker tropical-style indoor and 
outdoor furniture, for island and coastal looks.

$100-$500

Anna Maria 
salutes fallen 

military heroes
A crowd sits under the sail 

shades May 28 for Anna 
Maria’s Memorial Day 

Salute at City Pier Park 
as Mayor Dan Murphy 

delivers his remarks. The 
event was threatened by 

a tropical storm in the 
Gulf of Mexico, but the 

city carried out its plans. 
Islander Photos: 

Bianca Benedí

Members of the Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce Honor Guard raise the fl ag May 28 in 
City Pier Park for Anna Maria’s Memorial 
Day Salute to fallen veterans. 

The program, which began at 10 a.m., 
included an invocation by the Rev. Ed Moss 
of CrossPointe Fellowship in Holmes Beach, 
a welcome from Mayor Dan Murphy and the 
presentation of colors. Holmes Beach Mayor 
Bob Johnson and Anna Maria resident George 
Barford, both veterans, placed memorial 
wreaths in the park and other veterans and 
spouses were recognized. The Anna Maria 
Island Concert Chorus and Orchestra enter-
tained with “patriotic” music.
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
 • June 11, noon, election qualifying opens.
 • June 12, 4 p.m., planning and zoning.
 • June 14, 6 p.m., commission.
 • June 22, noon, election qualifying ends.
 • June 28, 6 p.m., commission.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • June 18, noon, election qualifying opens.
 • June 22, noon, election qualifying ends.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • May 30, 1 p.m., ad hoc form of government 
committee.
 • June 18, noon, election qualifying opens.
 • June 22, noon, election qualifying ends.
 • June 26, 6 p.m., commission.
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, holmesbeachfl.org.

West Manatee Fire Rescue
 • May 30, 6 p.m., commission (special meet-
ing).
 • June 19, 6 p.m., commission.
 WMFR administration building, 6417 Third Ave. 
W., Bradenton, wmfr.org.

Manatee County
 • May 31, 9 a.m., budget session.
 • June 5, 9 a.m., budget session.
 • June 6, 1:30 p.m., budget session.
 • June 7, 9 a.m., commission (land use).
 • June 12, 9 a.m., commission.
 • June 13, 9 a.m., budget session.
 • June 13, 6 p.m., budget hearing.
 Administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. W., 
Bradenton, 941-748-4501, mymanatee.org.

Of interest
 • June 4, 2 p.m., Island Transportation Planning 
organization, anna maria city Hall.
 • July 4 is Independence Day, when most govern-
ment offices will be closed. The Islander office also 
will be closed.
 Send notices to calendar@islander.org and 
news@islander.org.

BB P&Z recommends parking reduction, parking garage prohibition
By chrisann Silver esformes

islander reporter
 Bradenton Beach is synonymous with parking 
headaches.
 However, the planning and zoning board is work-
ing to find a balance between providing needed parking 
and keeping the character of the city.
 At a May 23 P&Z meeting, members unanimously 
approved a request for a parking reduction — from the 
required six parking spaces to three spaces — for a 
single-family residence on Second Street North.
 additionally, board members unanimously 
approved recommendations for two ordinances 
amending the comprehensive plan and land devel-
opment code to prohibit multilevel parking garages 
throughout the city.
  tanya and Herman fernandez, owners of the 
property at 108 Second St. n., attended the may 23 
hearing to seek a reduction in required parking at 
their home, required following changes to the Ldc 
in march 2016, after the fernandezes began renova-
tions.
 prior to march 2016, the Ldc requirement would 
have been two parking spots for the two-bedroom 
home. following the change, the owners are required 
to provide two parking spaces for the first 1,000 
square feet and one space per additional, “or portion 
of,” 500 square feet.
 According to the permit application, the 2,696-
square-foot home needs six parking spaces.
 Herman fernandez said he is a native floridian 
who has lived in tampa his whole life, and frequently 
visited anna maria island before he and tanya pur-
chased their home in 2010. they purchased the neigh-
boring parcel in 2015, and demolished the existing 
home on that lot and expanded their home to become 

their permanent residence.
 fernandez said he and his wife have spent about 
30 weekends of each year at their home, have never 
rented it and do not intend for it to become a vacation 
rental.
 He said he recently retired, they have listed their 
home in tampa and plan to move to Bradenton Beach 
in several weeks, when their home addition is com-
pleted.
 fernandez said since he and his wife share a vehi-
cle, parking has not been an issue on Second Street 
north — even when the other house still stood — and 
they would prefer to put in landscaping in place of 
parking spaces.
 “rules are important — i understand that,” fer-
nandez said. “i’m not a big party house advocate. 
this just seems excessive and our intention is to make 
our city look great.”
 Vice chair John Burns asked city planner alan 
Garrett if the P&Z is allowed to include stipulations 
with an approval recommendation.
 garrett said the board can make stipulations, but 
whether they are appropriate is a legal question he 
cannot answer.
 Burns asked garrett, if the parking reduction was 
approved without stipulations, would it run with the 
land, forever.
 garrett said, yes, “this is a use that runs with the 
land regardless of owner.”
 Burns suggested a stipulation that if the fer-
nandezes or a future property owner applies for a 
transient public lodging establishment — vacation 
rental — license, the parking reduction is void and the 
six-space requirement is resumed for the property.
 fernandez said he agreed to the stipulation.
 “i think it makes sense from your standpoint,” 
fernandez said.
 a motion to recommend a special use permit for 

the reduction of parking spaces for the property with 
the stipulation passed unanimously.
 In other matters, the P&Z unanimously approved 
two ordinances amending the comprehensive plan and 
Ldc to prohibit multilevel parking garages through-
out the city.
 according to the comp plan, parking garages are 
prohibited in the residential-office-retail land-use cat-
egory and the Bridge Street mixed-use commercial 
zone, but there are other zoning districts where a 
parking garage could be allowed.
 At an April 19 meeting, the city commission 
unanimously passed a motion directing garrett to 
work with the P&Z to review the comp plan and 
Ldc and draft prohibitions for garages throughout 
the city.
 During the May 23 P&Z meeting, Burns said he 
wants to ensure that boat storage, including at the 
Bradenton Beach marina, is not included in the pro-
hibition.
 “i want to make sure that our commercial marina, 
next to the cortez Bridge, or the parking or storing of 
boats in dry storage, does not constitute a multilevel 
parking garage either by definition or intent,” Burns 
said. “it wouldn’t be prudent to create that large of a 
nonconformity if it does.”
 garrett agreed and said he could amend language 
in the Ldc to ensure that boat storage is not a pro-
hibited facility, before the ordinance is presented to 
the city commission.
 a motion to recommend approval of the ordi-
nance amending the comp plan and another motion 
to amend the LDC, with a definition for boat storage, 
both passed unanimously.
 the parking space reduction for 108 Second St. 
n. and the two ordinances prohibiting multilevel 
parking garages will next be considered by the city 
commission.

Owners of the 
home at 108 
Second St. N., 
Bradenton Beach, 
are requesting a 
reduction in the 
required parking 
spaces for their 
property.

Tanya and 
Herman Fer-
nandez, prop-

erty owners 
in Bradenton 
Beach, listen 

May 23 to 
discussion 

during a plan-
ning and zoning 

board meet-
ing. Islander 

Photos: Chris-
Ann Silver 
Esformes

Holmes Beach commission 
saddened by Waste Pro news

commissioner pat morton announced at the may 
22 Holmes Beach city commission meeting that Bob 
Baublitz of Waste pro collection services took an early 
medical retirement.

“He’s done a lot of good service for us here,” 
morton said.

“that’s very sad to hear,” said titsworth.
Baublitz, who was lead operations supervisor for 

Waste pro in manatee county, is credited with help-
ing anna maria island recover from Hurricane irma 
damages in September 2017.

He also initiated Waste pro’s involvement in com-
munity events in Holmes Beach, including the police 
department’s annual night out, an event in which he 
eagerly participated, providing a grill, food and water 
cooking at the event.

Waste pro division manager Sean Jennings has 
been working alongside Baublitz in Holmes Beach and 
will now take over the job, morton said.

— Terry O’Connor 

Bob Baublitz volunteers 
at the grill, cooking 
burgers and dogs for the 
Holmes Beach Night Out 
event. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Chief Bill 
Tokajer
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Anna Maria’s FEMA rate hike, ratings measured up
By Bianca Benedí
islander reporter

 Anna Maria residents can expect to see their flood 
insurance rates go up 10 percent oct. 1.
 in march, the federal emergency management 
Agency notified city engineer Lynn Burnett that Anna 
Maria would be reclassified from a Class 5 community 
to a class 7, according to fema’s community rating 
System, which awards flood insurance discount to 
municipalities that take steps to mitigate flood risk.
 the rating drop means anna maria’s citywide 
FEMA discount for flood insurance dropped from 25 
percent to 15 percent. 
 in october 2017, fema crS coordinator craig 
carpenter informed mayor dan murphy that the city 
was at risk of losing its discount entirely because then-
building official Jimmy Strickland had failed to pro-
vide necessary documentation.
 Commissioners voted to confirm Mayor Dan Mur-
phy’s decision to fire Strickland in December, and staff 
scrambled to turn in the documents necessary to save 
the fema discount. 
 murphy said may 25 that “all options are on the 
table” regarding the possibility of action against m.t. 
causley inc. of Homestead — Strickland’s employer 
— the firm contracted to provide building official ser-
vices to anna maria. 
 carpenter’s march response included a work sheet 
calculating Anna Maria’s flood mitigation efforts, dem-
onstrating where the city’s rating had changed. 
 the city’s points increased in three categories from 
2012 to december 2016. 
 anna maria received 158 points in 2012, but 212 
points in 2016, based on open space preservation. pres-
ervation efforts expanded from 66 acres for the special 
flood hazard area to approximately 13 percent, accord-
ing to carpenter. 
 the city also was awarded a point increase — from 
141 to 227 — in floodplain management planning. 
credit was provided for a local mitigation strategy 

adopted by manatee county in 2015.
 Another point increase was awarded for the flood-
warning program, from 85 to 266, as the city was clas-
sified as a storm-ready community by the National 
Weather Service.
 in the remaining categories, anna maria lost 
points, although differences were not noted in all cat-
egories were points where deducted. 
 anna maria received 76 points in 2012, but 35 
points in 2016, for elevation certificates. the city 
received no credit in 2016 for listing elevation certifi-
cates on the community website. 
 credit for map information services dropped from 
140 points to 90 points, but no changes are described 
in the services provided.
 the city’s credit for outreach projects fell from 
151 to 50. 
 in 2012, crS coordinator clarence Welch said the 
city’s outreach included a brochure mailed annually 
to all properties in the hazard area, providing flood 
information on display at public buildings and “other 
outreach projects.”
 in 2016, the city received credit for informational 
material, general outreach projects and contact with 
property owners in at-risk locations.
 in 2012, the city received 66 points for hazard 
disclosure efforts, including local real estate agents 
disclosing hazards and providing informational bro-
chures about insurance, but in 2016, the city received 
only 10 points for meeting state regulations requiring 
the disclosure of flood hazards.
 No difference was noted in the category of flood 
protection information, but points went down from 90 
to 84 2012-2016.
 the city received 66 points in 2012 for flood 
protection assistance, including annually publicizing 
its ability to offer technical advice and assistance for 
property protection, but 55 points in 2016. credit for 
publicizing the service is not noted in 2016. 
 The additional flood data category is not present in 

2016. the city received 30 points in 2012 for mapping 
erosion-prone areas of the city. 
 the city lost credit in meeting higher regulatory 
standards. In 2012, Anna Maria received 594 points 
for having a floodplain manager on staff and strict 
enforcement of freeboard regulations for a variety of 
constructions. freeboard is a factor of safety measur-
ing how many feet above water something should be 
to minimize flooding risk. 
 By 2016, however, anna maria dropped to 360 
points for no longer retaining a floodplain manager 
and reducing enforcement of freeboard regulations.
 anna maria dropped from 284 points to 85 points 
in flood data maintenance, with no credit provided in 
2016 for maintaining benchmarks or copies of certain 
flood risk data. 
 credit for stormwater management decreased from 
336 points to 255 points with no differences in effort 
noted. 
 anna maria did not receive credit in 2016 for 
maintaining records for drainage system maintenance, 
dropping from 330 to 225. 

Anna Maria officials listen Nov. 30, 2017, as Anna 
Maria building official Jimmy Strickland explains 
why he failed to comply with FEMA requirements. 
Islander Photo: Bianca Benedí
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3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 941.778.0400

313 Pine Ave, Anna Maria, 941.778.0500

.

full service salon and spa off ering…
Hair ~ Nails ~ Massage ~ Facials
 Acupuncture ~ Body Treatments  
 ~ Bikini and Brazilian Waxing ~ 

AMI Chamber of Commerce
2017 Best Business of the Year 

Visit www.islander.org for the best news on AMI.

GET YOURS @ The Islander, 
3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

Take some AMI home!
We have Islander “old navy” 

coffee mugs! Shopping totes! 
T-shirts! And $2 AMI stickers!

“Anna Maria Island,” a 
pictorial history book of 
the island by Bonner Joy, 
is available for $20 at The 
Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Joy 
is publisher of The Islander 
newspaper. She launched 
the newspaper in 1992, 
and is a 43-year islander.

Island Shopping 
Center
5400 Marina Drive 
at the Holmes Beach 
laundromat.
941-705-4603
yptapparel.com

The Islander Calendar
ARTS &

ENTERTAINMENT
ONGOING OFF AMI

 • “Sea Debris: Awareness Through Art” exhibit, Mote Marine 
Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, City Island, Sarasota. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-388-4441.
 • Second Wednesdays, Think + Drink (science), South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • First Fridays, 6-9 p.m. ArtWalk in the Village of the Arts, around 
12th Street West and 12th Avenue West, Bradenton. Also, Saturdays 
after the fi rst Fridays. Information: villageofthearts@gmail.com.

KIDS & FAMILY
ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, May 30
 6:30 p.m. — CrossPointe Fellowship end-of-school party, Bay-
front Park, North Bay Boulevard, Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0719.
Saturday, June 2
 10 a.m.-2 p.m. — Anna Maria Island Privateers Snooks Adams 
Kids Day, City Pier Park, Pine Avenue and North Bay Boulevard, 
Anna Maria. Information: 941-705-0199.
 2 p.m. — Teen Tech Time, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Tuesday, June 5
 10 a.m. — Preschool storytime, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Through July 28,  Libraries Rock! Summer Reading Program, 
Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-6341.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • First Saturdays, Family Night at the Museum, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • Fourth Wednesdays, “Stelliferous Live” star talk, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.

GAMES, SPORTS
& OUTDOORS

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m., horseshoes pitched, 
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • Fridays, 1 p.m., mahjong games, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341. 
 • Mondays, noon, bridge, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Most Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m., mahjong games and instruction 
for beginners, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6341. 

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • First and third Wednesdays usually, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church Golfi ng for God, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. Info: 941-778-0414.
 • Through Aug. 26, the Bradenton Marauders play home games 
at LECOM Park, 1611 Ninth St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Informa-
tion: 941-747-9442.

CLUBS & 
COMMUNITY

ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, May 30
 2 p.m. — Japanese fl oral design instruction, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Second and fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m. Just Older Youth/
JOY Brown Bag Lunch Series, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., veterans services assistance, Island 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.

 • Third Thursdays, 11:45 a.m., Successful Women Aligning 
Together meets, Bridge Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee applies. Information: 941-345-5135.
 • Fridays, Senior Adventures usually meets to carpool on an 
adventure or for an activity, Annie Silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-538-0945.
 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
breakfast meeting, Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe, Manatee Public 
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
1383.
 • Tuesdays, noon, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, Bridge 
Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-
518-1965.

GOOD TO KNOW
SAVE THE DATES

 • Friday, June 1, the start of the Atlantic hurricane season.
 • Thursday, June 14, Flag Day.
 • Sunday, June 17, Father’s Day.
 • Wednesday, July 4, Independence Day.
 • Monday, Aug. 13, fi rst day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
 • Monday, Sept. 3, Labor Day.
 • Wednesday, Oct. 31, Halloween.
 • Sunday, Nov. 4, daylight saving time ends.
 • Tuesday, Nov. 6, Election Day.
 • Sunday, Nov. 11, Veterans Day.
 • Thursday, Nov. 22, Thanksgiving Day.
 • Monday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve.
 • Tuesday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day.
 • Monday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve.
 • Tuesday, Jan. 1, New Year’s Day.

GET LISTED
 Send announcements for The Islander’s calendar to calendar@
islander.org. The deadline for listings is the Wednesday before the 
publication date. Please include the date, time, location and descrip-
tion of the event, as well as a phone number for publication.

GOOD DEEDS
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Looking for volunteer opportunities on or around Anna Maria 
Island? These organizations are seeking help:
 • The Roser Food Bank needs donations of cash and nonper-
ishable food. The pantry is administered by Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Info: 941-778-0414.
 • Moonracer Animal Rescue seeks volunteers to offer foster and 
forever homes for rescued animals. Information: 941-345-2441.
 Seeking volunteers for an organization or an event? Email 
calendar@islander.org with details. Include a contact name and 
phone number.

Studio
315 58th St
Holmes Beach 
FL  34217

.com

941-778-2711

WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHY

Ahoy! Kids Day ahead
 the anna maria island privateers plan to help 
kids celebrate the end of the school year and the 
arrival of summer break.
 the annual Snooks adams Kids day is set for 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, June 2, in City Pier Park 
at pine avenue and Bay Boulevard in anna maria. 
this is a new location for the event.
 A communiqué from the Privateers’ prom-
ised pirate games, tales, songs, a costume contest, 
prizes, a scavenger hunt and tours aboard the land-
locked ship, the Skullywag.
 the privateers will be serving kids a free 
lunch, including hot dogs and pizza.
 The holiday dates to 1954, when Snooks 
adams, a former island police chief, brought some 
kids to the beach in his Jeep to celebrate the end 
of the school year. adams turned over Kids day 
in 1980 to the Privateers.
 And so it continues with the nonprofi t group 
dedicated to “kids and community.”
 after Snooks adams Kids day, the next major 
event for the privateers will be the July 4 parade 
and scholarship party.
 for more information about the kids’ party, 
contact Privateer Terry “Cookie” Rapert at 941-
705-0199.
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33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!
Ladies and Gents -- 2-year 

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tue-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2 • ATM & CCs •  941-798-9585

Submit your social news to news@islander.org. Please, 
include the time, date and location for events, as well 
as a contact name and phone number for publication. 
And, thanks for sharing!
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Click!
 the islander welcomes news of the milestones in 
readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, travels and 
other events. Send notices and photographs with 
detailed captions — along with complete contact infor-
mation to news@islander.org.

Island happenings

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com

“Seaside Serenity” by Pat O’neill

Beauty & the Beach,
Oils by Patrick O’Neill

8

Our featured artist for
June is oil painter Patrick
O’Neill, whose exhibit
“Beauty and the Beach”
is sure to captivate your
senses and keep you
transfixed by the beautytransfixed by the beauty
of his artistry. The show
runs from June 1 to 30th.

CrossPointe celebrates
end of school year

 crosspointe fellowship will celebrate the end 
of the 2017-18 school year with a party during its 
last Wednesday Night Blast before summer vaca-
tion.
 The party will be 6:30 p.m. until sunset 
Wednesday, may 30, at Bayfront park on north 
Bay Boulevard in anna maria.
 the church will serve hot dogs and chips — to 
all.
 For more information, call the church at 941-
778-0719.

O’Neill shows ‘Beauty and the Beach’
Pat O’Neill is the featured artist at Island Gallery West in June. His exhibit is “Beauty and the Beach” and 
includes the painting “Skimmers in Flight.” O’Neill also creates wall murals, enjoys sketching and pastel 
work and carves “tiki poles.” He has lived in Bradenton since 2005 and works in security at the John and 
Mable Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota. Island Gallery West is at 5368 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach. For 
more information, call the gallery at 941-778-6648. Islander Courtesy Photo

Island writer granted 
Who’s Who award

 alice moerk, anna maria writer and composer, 
has received a lifetime achievement award by marquis 
Who’s Who. 
 She is cited for her accomplishments in teaching, 
for her music and her writings.
 moerk holds a ph.d. in musicology and history 
and is professor emeritus at Fairmont State Univer-
sity in West Virginia. She also taught in colleges in 
Virginia, Kentucky and north carolina. 
 Her music compositions, ranging from opera to 
instrumental, vocal and choral works, have been per-
formed throughout the united States, in europe and 
South america.
 She is the author of novels, a children’s book and 
a history of popular music.
 Her current series, “Pastimes,” deals with genera-
tions of entertainers, carvers, doctors and soldiers from 
the time of eleanor of aquitaine to that of Joan of 
arc. 
 Her newest work, “rays of gold,” portrays the rise 
and fall of the Burgundian dukes to a power-hungry 
france.
 “Ain’s Song,” the fi rst novel in the series, won a 
Eudora Welty award for historical fi ction. 
 She currently is at work on a novel focused on the 
culture of germany before the emergence of martin 
Luther.
 For more information, call Moerk at 941-778-
7923.

Your Anna Maria Island
 “Toes in the Sand” 

beach wedding specialist.
• Intimate Weddings  

• Elopements
• Vow Renewals  

• Domestic Partners
Britney Gale – Office: 941.226.1080

Online:  
ShoreThingWeddings.com

Senior Adventures 
make June plans

 Senior Adventures will meet at 8:30 a.m. Friday, 
June 1, at the annie Silver community center, 103 
23rd St. n., Bradenton Beach, to depart for a tour of 
robinson preserve.
 the group will visit the new nature center — the 
nest — and view the preserve expansion.
 also in June, the group will leave the center at 10 
a.m. friday, June 8, to visit the art center of manatee 
in Bradenton, where the Southern Watercolor Society 
is exhibiting member works.
 after the tour, the group will visit the manatee 
riverfront and dine at acapulco tropical.
 the group will depart at 10 a.m. friday, June 15, 
for a trip to ellenton — a visit to a vegetable market 
and lunch at Hickory Hollow.
 the group will stay at annie Silver friday, June 22, 
for a potluck lunch and program on travel to africa.
 The fi nal gathering of the month also will be at the 
center. the group will hold a book sale and potluck 
lunch 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday, June 29.
 for more information or to rSVp, call Kaye Bell 
at 941-538-0945.
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Fish house challenges DEP over house built in Sarasota Bay
A house built on 
pilings in Sara-
sota Bay in 2017 
sits about 350 
feet south of the 
A.P. Bell Fish 
Co. docks in 
Cortez. Islander 
Photos: Kathy 
Prucnell

By Kathy prucnell
islander reporter

 a.p. Bell fish co. doubled down on 12th cir-
cuit court pleadings in may, challenging the florida 
department of environmental protection in two cases 
over a house built on stilts in Sarasota Bay.
 And in a May 16 response, the DEP fired back, 
arguing the Cortez fish processing company’s attempt 
to intervene was based on “unsubstantiated claims.”
 represented by attorney Joseph Beasley of coral 
Gables, A.P. Bell filed a complaint May 3 seeking to 
establish the company as the true owner of the land 
beneath the “guthrie fish camp” and to halt the dep’s 
enforcement action against raymond guthrie Jr., who 
said he built the house with tom mora.
 They built the 1,211 square-foot structure in 2017 
about 350 feet from a.p. Bell docks without a permit 
from the state environmental regulator. in fact, no per-
mits were obtained for the house.
 a day after filing the complaint, the company 
moved to intervene in the dep’s enforcement action 
against guthrie.
 the dep inspected the site in June 2017, deter-
mined the state’s ownership and sought compliance 
from guthrie to reduce the footprint or remove the 
structure.
 guthrie failed to heed dep’s notice of violation, 
so in february, the dep sought the court’s help to 
enforce its November 2017 “final order” requiring him 
to remove the house, pay $6,500 in fines and additional 
assessments “not to exceed $10,000 per day.”
 in both the complaint and motion to intervene, 
Beasley argues on Bell’s behalf that the dep action is 
based on “incorrect and mistaken assumptions” that 
guthrie owns and constructed the structure. He also 
contends the dep is incorrect in claiming the state 
owns the land in Sarasota Bay and wrong for not apply-
ing a Butler act disclaimer to protect the structure.
 the dep disagrees.

 “a.p. Bell seeks to impermissibly expand the 
scope of this proceeding,” wrote marianna Sarkisyan, 
dep’s senior assistant general counsel, in response to 
Beasley’s motion.
 The company lacks a sufficient interest to join the 
ongoing dep suit, she wrote, because the agency’s 
action isn’t about who owns the structure or submerged 
land, but whether guthrie complied with the final 
order.
 guthrie’s defenders claim a Butler act disclaimer 
should grandfather the house because, according to 
guthrie and his representative Joanne Semmer of 
ostego Bay foundation of fort myers Beach, a net 
camp previously existed at the location. the dep 
allows private ownership of certain improvements 
existing before the 1950s with the disclaimer.
 net camps were structures used by commercial 
fishers to dry or store cotton nets in the 1900s. The 
practice fell out of use with the advent of monofilament 
nets and the net houses were destroyed over the years 

by storms.
 as far as the Butler act disclaimer, Sarkisyan 
wrote: “Fish camps are not considered improvements 
under the Butler act.”
 as a.p. Bell’s “complaint makes clear, the struc-
ture is not the original house; it is a newly constructed 
replica,” she added.
 She also noted the structure is nearly three times 
the size of an historical net house.
 and even if the structure was constructed on pri-
vate land, Sarkisyan wrote in the response, it would 
have required a permit.
 Should the court grant the company’s motion to 
intervene, she asked the court to limit the issues to 
whether Guthrie violated the DEP’s final order and the 
dep’s entitlement to relief.
 no hearing has been set in the matter. a dep 
response to the Bell complaint is expected in the next 
month.
 Judge Lon arend is assigned to both cases.

Environmentalist appeals Long Bar-DEP mitigation permit
Former Manatee 
County Commis-
sioner Joe McClash 
fishes in Sarasota 
Bay from the bow 
of his boat Aug. 
21 near the site of 
a proposed 260.8-
acre mitigation 
bank on the shore 
of Sarasota Bay 
southeast of Cortez. 
Islander File Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell

By Kathy prucnell
islander reporter

 Joe mcclash is taking on the state environmental 
regulator to hold it accountable for protecting Sarasota 
Bay.
 The former Manatee County commissioner filed a 
notice of appeal in the 1st district court of appeal in 
Tallahassee May 21, the first step aimed at reversing 
a mitigation bank permit.
 the florida department of environmental protec-
tion issued the permit april 27 for 260.8 acres along 
2 miles of coastline fronting on Sarasota Bay to Long 
Bar pointe developers, carlos Beruff and Larry Lieber-
man.
 Sarasota Bay has been designated as outstanding 
florida Waters, one of some 40 waterbodies in the 
state afforded special protection because of its natural 
attributes.
 With the appeal, mcclash challenges the permit 
signed by the dep Secretary noah Valenstein that 
adopted an order from department of administrative 
Hearings Judge d.r. alexander recommending the 
developers be allowed to operate the bank with 18.01 
credits.
 mcclash said may 23 he decided to appeal after 
reviewing the aLJ decision, which fails to protect an 
intact ecosystem, leaves a 100-foot gap between two 
parcels, cuts half of the mangroves and allows buoys 
to be placed where they will attract boaters to “ruin 
seagrass.”
 “i still feel strongly the administrative law judge 
erroneously applied facts not supported by the evi-
dence,” he added.
 the permit approved restoration and enhancement 
activities in the bank, allocating 7.38 credits for activi-
ties in seagrass-submerged bottomlands, 0.23 credits 
in salt marsh, 7.07 credits in mangrove swamps, 0.68 
credits for trimmed mangrove hedge and 2.65 credits 
for coastal freshwater marsh.
 mitigation banks are financed by the sale of 
$100,000-$200,000 credits to area developers who 
seed to mitigate destruction of wetlands.
 McClash, nonprofits Suncoast Waterkeeper and 

the florida institute for Saltwater Heritage, with an 
attorney and experts, challenged the Long Bar pointe 
mitigation plan in a two-day hearing before Alexander 
in december 2017.
 in his march 6 decision, alexander concluded the 
dep and the developer proved a substantial likeli-
hood the project will be successfully implemented, 
dismissing the arguments of mcclash and the non-
profits.
 alexander also ruled the challengers failed 
to prove legal standing to bring the case — that 
mcclash’s concern for the regional ecosystem was 
too speculative and the nonprofits failed to identify 
impacted residents.
 mcclash said he “made a record” about how 
improperly assigned wetland mitigation credits will 
impact the region, adding there is legal precedent for 
a forward-looking standard on standing.
 fiSH and Suncoast Waterkeeper dropped out of 
the proceedings because of cost and legal issues.
 “it would be too risky,” said mcclash, a Suncoast 
board member. “it’s the way it is in this state, the 

rules favor the developer.”
 mcclash and other environmentalists have fought 
various iterations of the mitigation plan and a large-
scale development planned for 529 acres between El 
conquistador parkway and the coastline.
 In October 2017, the Beruff-Lieberman team 
changed plans at the last minute to withdraw a pro-
posed controversial lagoon and seawall, and manatee 
County commissioners approved 2,384 multi-family 
units, 510 single-family homes, and 78,000 square 
feet of commercial space, including 16 nine-10 story 
condominium buildings and an unknown number of 
three- to eight-story buildings.
 although the dep has granted its permission to 
operate the mitigation bank adjacent to the develop-
ment, the u.S. army corps of engineers also must 
sign off.
 Corps public information officer Nakeir Nobles 
said may 23 there’s been no request submitted by 
the Beruff-Lieberman entity since the Corps denied a 
similar plan in may 2017.
 mcclash plans to litigate the appeal pro se.
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1707 1st St. E., Bradenton
Where Hwy 41 & 301 meet @ 17th Ave

“Best Place to 
Find Anything!”

Entire Flea Market Open 

Bring the Family!
Spend the Day!

Chill Out!

RED BARN FLEA MARKET 
HAS COOL

AIR CONDITIONING

941-747-3794
www.redbarnfl eamarket.com

Red Barn (indoor) Plaza OPEN Tuesday-Sunday
(see website for details)

Ticktock! Beat the clock!
Hurricane season is here!

3637 Cortez Rd. W.
Bradenton
941.242.0262

Allprohomeimprovementservices.com

Don’t delay! Call us today!
Our installation schedule is fi lling in fast!

Built and tested to the rigid Florida Hurricane Building Code 
or Miami Dade Building Code

ALLPRO: EXPERTS in Hurricane impact windows, doors and so much more!
* Financing available for those qualifi ed

ASK ABOUT OUR WHOLE HOUSE SPECIAL!

Hurricane Windows  
Doors

State-certifi ed 
contractor CRC 1331241

AllPRO QUALITY, 
EXPERIENCE

Entire House of 
Hurricane Windows
Full Impact Protection

$9,481   INCLUDES INSTALLATION

*up to 8 windows. Up to 100UI each. 
Minimum 8 window purchase. 

Not good with previous orders.

*

ISL1

Island Library makes ‘summer break’ plans
 the island Library will host a series of Saturday 
activities for tweens and teens, as well as a summer 
reading program for kids.
 The Saturday events will begin at 2 p.m. The first 
event will be “teen tech time,” and those who attend 
can test the library’s “green screen,” video camera, 
gopro and imac.
 At the June 9 event, attendees will build with 
Legos and make “music shakers.”
 the library’s reading program launches June 5.
 children can visit the library, 5701 marina drive, 
to pick up a reading log and review the rules of the 

program — and learn more about the rewards of read-
ing.
 the library will offer multiple prizes for reading — 
including tampa Bay rays baseball tickets — depend-
ing on how many hours children spend with books. 
Kids who read a total of 24 hours during the summer 
will receive a book and entry for a grand prize.
 children 5 and younger can win a basket prize. 
Kids 6-11 can win a Nintendo 2DS and older kids can 
win a gopro. 
 For more information, call the library at 941-778-
6341.

… and sets June schedule
 the island Library will continue to offer regular 
programs in June, as well as offer special summer 
events and activities.
 mahjong games will be played at 1 p.m. fridays 
and 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays.
 Saturday tween and teen programs will be at 2 
p.m.
 Special children’s programs will be offered at 11 
a.m. Saturday, June 2; and 10 a.m. thursdays, June 7, 
June 14, June 21 and June 28.
 preschool storytime will be at 10 a.m. tuesdays.
 forty carrots partners in play for children 5 and 
under will be at 10 a.m. fridays, June 8, June 22 and 
June 29.
 crafters who knit and crochet will meet at 2 p.m. 

thursdays, June 7 and June 14.
 the origami club will gather at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
June 9, and the adult coloring club will meet at noon 
Wednesdays, June 10 and June 27.
 Quilters will gather for a crafting session at 1 p.m. 
thursday, June 28.
 Veterans services information will be available 
9-11 a.m. Thursdays.
 an alzheimer’s caregiver Support group will 
meet at 2 p.m. friday, June 8.
 a meditation session will take place at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, June 16, and CPR training will be at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, June 23.
 the library is at 5701 marina drive, Holmes 
Beach. For more information, call 941-778-6341.

SPRING FUN SPECIAL
10% 
OFF 
ANY 

Stars take heed, paparazzi abound…
A sign on the beach in Holmes Beach indicates an 
area on the beach where celebrities are welcome and 
paparazzi are prohibited. Islander Photo: ChrisAnn 
Silver Esformes
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Holmes Beach accepts terms of ‘free’ FPL turtle-friendly lighting
By terry o’connor
islander reporter

police chief Bill tokajer wants Holmes Beach res-
idents and visitors to see the city in a different light.

Literally.
Florida Power & Light soon will 

change out all 433 city streetlights to 
turtle-friendly LED lighting.

the chief charged into the may 
22 Holmes Beach commission meet-
ing to ask for approval to accept the 
fpL offer he’d received earlier the 
same day.

tokajer pegged cost savings in fpL bills to the city 
from the new lighting at $5,000 annually. there is no 
fee for the installation.

commissioner Jim Kihm said he supported the 
concept, but wanted time to research the lights.

“i’m all for good turtle lighting,” Kihm said. “i’m 
also concerned about people safety as well.”

Kihm noted he finds it difficult to see after sunset 
on dark Holmes Beach streets. He advised waiting 
until a demonstration of lighting effectiveness could 
be arranged.

tokajer said the new lights would enable fpL to 
discontinue its practice of dimming or turning street-
lights off during turtle-nesting season, May-October.

Tokajer

“fpL turns off hundreds of lights every season,” 
tokajer said, but not in the future. 

the police chief also said time was of the essence 
as other cities, such as anna maria and Bradenton 
Beach, are considering the changeover, too, and 
Holmes Beach could find itself in the back of a long 
waiting line for installation.

commissioner carol Soustek assured Kihm 
she’s seen how effective the lights are and he will be 
pleased.

“i don’t want to hold off,” Soustek said. “We 
should do it.”

commissioner pat morton agreed.
“it’s awesome as can be,” morton said. 
installation is free, but the agreement obligates 

Holmes Beach to buy all electricity to operate the 
lights from fpL.

also, if Holmes Beach asks to have the lights 
removed, the city will have to pay FPL for the fixture, 
pole and conductor as well as removal costs.

mayor Bob Johnson was authorized to sign the 
FPL lighting agreement by a 3-1 vote with Kihm in 
the minority.

commissioner rick Hurst was absent from the 
meeting.

fpL could begin replacing 30 lights per week 
beginning in September.

Holmes Beach code enforcement officer JT Thomas 
indicates a warning tag on an FPL post stating the 
light will be turned off during sea turtle nesting 
season. Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Anna Maria holds hearing to amend tree ordinance …

… and hears 2 requests for grand tree removals

By Bianca Benedí
islander reporter

 Anna Maria held a first hearing May 24 for an 
amendment to its grand tree ordinance, but more 
amendments may sprout before the final hearing and 
vote.
 the current ordinance defines a grand tree as 
24 inches in diameter at breast height, 4.5 feet from 
the ground, and stipulates that no one may cut down 
a grand tree unless the commission agrees a lot is 
unbuildable without removing the tree. 
 the proposed amendment would give the commis-
sion the authority to require property owners to replace 
a fallen grand tree with trees that can provide similar 
canopy within a year.
 the change would allow commissioners to require 
a property owner pay into a tree fund.
 in addition, the proposed amendment increases the 
penalties commissioners can put on property owners 

who violate the ordinance.
 By state statute, the city of anna maria can charge 
a maximum fine of $5,000 for irreparable damage, 
such as removal of a grand tree. 
 the proposed ordinance amendment would allow 
a special magistrate to also require a violator to pay 
for the replacement of destroyed canopy. 
 Commissioners debated the 24-inch diameter 
guideline as well. 
 city attorney Becky Vose said a typographical 
error in the ordinance states that the city should define 
a grand tree as 24 inches in circumference, then pro-
ceeds to recommend the measurement be taken by 
diameter at breast height.
 In the amended ordinance, Vose clarifies that diam-
eter, not circumference, should be used for measuring. 
 However, commissioner doug copeland pointed 
out that a tree with a 24-inch diameter would be more 
than 6 feet around.

serves if the city grants permission to remove a healthy 
tree to build a pool. 
 Leto said he would be willing to plant multiple 
trees, as well as pay into a city tree fund. 
 copeland asked Leto to continue the hearing to the 
June 14 city commission meeting, when the commission 
will hold a second hearing for an amendment to its grand 
tree ordinance. 
 He said Vose could add language that allows the 
city to grant a property owner the ability to replace tree 
canopy when existing trees prevent the property owner 
from developing their property as they like. 
 Leto agreed to the delay.

 many large trees “would fall through the cracks” 
by that standard, copeland said. 
 Mayor Dan Murphy agreed that limiting the defi-
nition of a grand tree to those larger than 24 inches 
in diameter leaves many large trees vulnerable. “We 
could turn into daytona Beach,” he said. 
 instead, Seymour suggested the city consider 
defining a grand tree as anything with a 16-inch diam-
eter. A tree with a 16-inch diameter would still have a 
circumference of more than 4 feet, he said. 
 commissioner amy tripp disagreed, saying she 
does not want to over-regulate trees.
 copeland said the commission could settle on a 
final number at the second hearing, and directed Vose 
to use the 16-inch figure for now.
 The final hearing and vote for the tree ordinance is 
scheduled to held during the next commission meeting 
at 6 p.m. thursday, June 14, at city hall, 10005 gulf 
drive. 

 two property owners requested permission may 24 
from the anna maria city commission to remove grand 
trees.
 for one, the commission granted permission to 
remove the tree and replace it with a gumbo limbo. 
 However, the commission agreed to delay a deci-
sion on the second request until the second hearing of 
an amendment to the city’s grand tree ordinance can be 
held.
 The current ordinance defines a grand tree as 24 
inches or greater in diameter approximately 4.5 feet high 
and property owners are prohibited from removing a 
grand tree without permission from commission. 

A damaged cedar will come down
 commissioners granted building contractor ryan 
moss permission to remove a cedar tree at 222 Willow 
ave. 
 public works manager dean Jones said he had 
denied the request because it violated both the grand 
tree and native tree ordinances. 
 moss argued the tree, pressing up against the north 
side of the house and showing signs of damage and 
disease, poses a safety hazard. 
 He cited a letter written by Luke davis, an employee 
of the Bradenton-based Olive Branch Tree Care, who 
concluded the tree “is going to continue to decline and 
struggle in its current location.” 
 moss also included photos in his presentation, 
showing the proximity of the tree to the house. 
 commissioners amy tripp and Brian Seymour 
had visited the property to examine the tree and said 
at the meeting they agreed that the tree appears in poor 
health. 

 Seymour asked whether the damage to the tree was 
caused during construction. 
 in response, moss provided photos of the tree 
before construction, indicating it already had suffered 
damage. 
 the commission unanimously authorized moss to 
remove the grand tree in exchange for a 12-foot-tall 
gumbo limbo replacement elsewhere on the property.

Grand tree tradeoff offered for a pool
 a second appeal to remove a grand tree was delayed 
to the June 14 commission meeting. 
 Ronnie Leto, owner of property at 319 Hardin Ave., 
wrote a letter to the commission may 7 appealing the 
decision to deny him a permit to remove a cyprus tree 
from his property. 
 Leto wrote that the tree prevents him from adding 
a pool or other accessories to his home and that it poses 
a hazard to the home’s foundation.
 at the hearing, Leto said he would be willing to 
plant whatever trees the commission deemed reasonable 
to replace the canopy lost by removal of the cyprus. 
 However, commissioners questioned whether Leto’s 
inability to construct a pool due to the presence of the 
tree counted as rendering the lot “unbuildable,” per the 
terms of the current ordinance.
 city attorney Becky Vose said if a building exists on 
the property, it is not considered unbuildable, according 
to the language in the ordinance. 
 commissioner dale Woodland said the tree also 
blocks the property’s view of the canal behind the house. 
“i know that wouldn’t sit real well with me if i had 
waterfront property,” he said.
 tripp asked what purpose the grand tree ordinance 

A cedar tree at 222 Willow Ave., Anna Maria, 
presses against the side of the house. Islander 
Photo: Bianca Benedí
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Socializing 
 The Islander has an active Facebook com-
munity of more than 11,300 “likes.” to join the 
conversation, become a fan of “the islander” on 
facebook. We provide a direct link to our fan 
page from www.islander.org.
 the islander also has an active twitter feed 
where alert readers can comment, and online 
readers can post comments on the website.

Massage Therapy | Acupuncture | Yoga
2219 Gulf Drive N | Bradenton Beach 

941.778.8400 | www.alunawellness.com 

Holistic wellness 
center and spa 

Now off ering yoga and meditation in the 
ambiance of a healing Himalayan salt wall.

MASSAGE BY NADIA
Call 941.518.8301

Massaging on AMI for 
more than 17 years.

Your place, your convenience.
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HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

COMMUNITY EVENT…OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

1-4pm Sunday, June 10

Moonracer
No Kill
Animal 
Rescue

Making their 
dreams come true.

Jewelry to the Rescue

Media Sponsor

Fourteen benches with advertising, such as this 
one near the entrance to the Flamingo by the Bay 
condominiums, 10215 Manatee Ave. W., adjacent to 
an MCAT stop, soon will be removed from the Palma 
Sola Causeway. Islander Photo: Terry O’Connor 

Causeway advertising bench crackdown OK’d 
eyesores no more.
unsightly benches bearing assorted advertisements 

will be removed from a stretch of causeway running 
from Bradenton to Holmes Beach.

Ingrid McClellan, Keep Manatee Beautiful exec-
utive director emeritus, called for the benches to be 
removed from the 4.5-mile Palma Sola Scenic High-
way from 75th Street West in Bradenton to east Bay 
drive in Holmes Beach.

the Bradenton city council agreed at its may 23 
meeting. fourteen benches within the city limits will 
be removed.

Benches on manatee county rights of way on the 
causeway already were removed, but Bradenton had 
a long-standing agreement with an advertising bench 
company and the city had concerns over removal until 
mcclellan point to the state regulation.

advertising is limited by the Legislature along 
state scenic highways, according to mcclellan.

mcclellan pushed for the bench cleanup at an 
April 4 joint meeting of the Palma Sola Scenic High-
way corridor management entity with scenic highway 
counterparts in Bradenton Beach and from tamiami 
trail in Sarasota.

She also noted many of the benches on the cause-
way are in close proximity to manatee county area 
transit stops, with benches, trash bins and handicap 
access.

a letter from mcclellan was sent to Bradenton 

police chief melanie Bevan. 
“palma Sola Scenic Highway is on a beautiful 

city waterfront,” according to the letter. “the cme 
believes these benches are not located to the public 
benefi t.” 

the palma Sola Scenic Highway cme will next 
meet at 4 p.m. Wednesday, aug. 8, at Bradenton public 
Works, 114 ninth St. W.

— Terry O’Connor

Anna Maria inlet cleared
 in february, crews from energy resources inc. 
began to dredge the Lake LaVista inlet to improve 
boater access. The routine inlet maintenance is per-
formed semiannually. 
 The $79,780 contract included dredging excess 
sand from the inlet and then using it to renourish the 
beach near the anna maria city pier and Bayfront 
park. 
 around 2,000 cubic yards of sand were removed 
from the inlet and placed on bayfront beaches, accord-
ing to the city’s contract with energy resources. 
 — Bianca Benedí

A boat navigates 
the Lake LaV-
ista inlet May 
18, running into 
Lake LaVista from 
Tampa Bay, as 
beachgoers walk 
on the shore and 
picnic at Bayfront 
Park on the north 
side of the inlet. 
Sand produced 
from the dredge 
renourished the 
beach. The Anna 
Maria City Pier 
is on the south 
side of the inlet. 
Islander Photo: 
Bianca Benedí

Lifeguard hours extended 
at 2 island beaches

Manatee County Marine Rescue extended life-
guard duty two hours May 26 and urged beach-
goers to swim in areas where lifeguards are pres-
ent.

Coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach and Man-
atee public Beach in Holmes Beach are the only 
county beaches with professional lifeguards. 

Lifeguard hours are extended from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. daily through Sept. 7, following Labor 
day. Lifeguard patrol ends at 5 p.m. the rest of 
the year.

Marine Rescue Chief Joe Westerman said life-
guard tower information boards denote prevailing 
beach conditions and warning fl ags refl ect safety 
levels. “although the lifeguards are stationed at 
these two beaches, they are also dispatched by 911 
operators to water emergencies along our water-
ways and beaches, so you will see them at various 
locations on and off the sand,” Westerman said.

“Lifeguards continually look for rip currents 
and identify hazards that might affect beachgoers,” 
he added.

Swimming areas at coquina and manatee 
beaches outlined by buoys provide a haven free 
of boats and watercraft. 

for more information, call manatee county 
government at 941-748-4501.
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IT’S HOT OUTSIDE, 
STAY COOL
AC Tune-Up Special 

$7999 
Performance test, ACUV dye, 
up to 1 pound of freon. 
Exp 10-22-14. CALL GROOMS!

5608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 
941.896.7898

Expires 06-06-18

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

14
26

59
6)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975
Two Florida State-Certifi ed Master Plumbers

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
HUMIDITY CONTROLS! 



Are you going away and closing your 
home, even for a short while? Help prevent  

mildew formation with a dehumidistat.  
It works with your existing thermostat  

to turn your system on only when  
the two humidity forming conditions,  

heat and humidity, are met.   


For only $188, you can buy  
“peace of mind.” Price includes  

installation and sales tax. 



We like 
likes

facebook.com/ 
Islandernewspaper

MONTHLY BIN CLEANING SERVICE • Residential & Commercial

GOT STINK?
Are you afraid to go near your trash and recycling bins? 

Does your garage reek of last month’s dinners?
Bins Be Clean can wash it all away, leaving your bins clean, 

smelling fresh, and bacteria free. 

941-778-0020 
www.BinsBeClean.com

 

www.fatcatcarpetcleaning.com

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Grout 
Cleaning

CALL TODAY 941.778.2882 or 941.387.0607

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!

Call 941-447-4392 
for a free quote or 
visit us online at 
ironmanstarkpools.com

compiled by chrisann Silver esformes
islander reporter

 It was time to prepare for the worst-case sce-
nario.
 the media predicted Hurricane irma could be 
the biggest and strongest storm ever to roll through 
florida.
  However, irma, which made landfall in the united 
States at the florida Keys as a category 4 storm early 
Sept. 10, 2017, grazed tampa Bay as a category 2 
storm Sept. 10-11, 2017.
 While people say the damage could have been 
worse, residents and business owners of anna maria 
island consider irma a lesson for future storms.

Anna Maria
 anna maria mayor dan murphy said following 
irma city staff realized the importance of maintaining 
public works equipment. He said the city has addressed 
the issue, and is taking steps to protect equipment from 
damage caused by heavy rain and wind. 
 murphy also said  irma demonstrated the impor-
tance of communication. He said intra-city communi-
cations went smoothly after the hurricane, and public 
works and administration immediately started cleaning 
up and reopening the city.
 However, murphy cited an issue with drivers who 
were allowed back on island roads at the cortez Bridge 
before all three cities issued an all-clear.
 — Bianca Benedi

Bradenton Beach
 “our plan ran so well i don’t know what else we 
could’ve done differently,” Bradenton Beach police 
Lt. John cosby said about the BBpd response to Hur-
ricane irma, which included evacuating all but about 
five people in the city.
 cosby said public works director tom Woodard 
and staff were in the city for the “first push” at 7:30 
a.m. Sept. 11, 2017, the morning after the storm, “with-
out a squeak or a complaint,” clearing the roads of 
debris in preparation for the dot and fpL. “our roads 
were clear by noon,” cosby said.
 “now is the time to cut brush,” cosby recom-
mended for the 2018 hurricane season and to make a 
family plan that considers “without power, some things 
don’t work.”
 As far as post-Irma relief, he said the city can 

improve on communicating to residents about when 
to expect debris pickup.
 — Kathy Prucnell

Holmes Beach
 “We learned we’re ready for whatever comes our 
way,” Holmes Beach police chief Bill tokajer said 
about irma’s lessons. the city wasn’t expecting the 
sand demand and need for temporary stop signs at 
intersections when the power went out, he said, so it 
has bolstered an agreement with sand supplier Wood-
ruff & Sons and purchased 14 portable stop signs.
 Keith Banasiak, regional vice president in south-
west Florida of the waste-hauling company Waste Pro, 
promised improved communication with customers 
and city officials before, during and after storms.
 Banasiak said a key upgrade is online maps will 
show daily progress on Waste pro cleanup efforts. 
 commissioner pat morton, Waste pro liaison for 
Holmes Beach, called for a more orderly cleanup.

 “We should pick a plan and move south rather than 
jumping all over the city,” morton said. 
 Waste pro was criticized for hauling debris to the 
county landfill rather than placing chippers at a staging 
area on anna maria island. 
 Holmes Beach building official Jim McGuinness 
said he’s already laid in double the amount of sandbags 
after exhausting the city supply of more than 2,000 
three days before irma hit. 
 “We are better prepared this year,” mcguinness 
said.
 — Kathy Prucnell and Terry O’Connor

Business
 anna maria island and cortez businesses felt more 
of a loud bark than a ferocious bite from Hurricane 
irma.
 although owners prepared for a major hurricane, 
most had little exterior damage or damaged signs.
 Jackie estes of paradise Bagels and cafe in 
Holmes Beach handed out free bagels and coffee to 
first responders in typical island spirit. She opened the 
shop Sept. 9, 2017, as a gathering place for responders 
and reopened Sept. 11, 2017,  with a generator running 
power to the shop, as the storm was pushing north.
 many area businesses were back up and opera-
tional in several days and most by Sept. 15, though 
some operated on shorter schedules or with limited 
services.
 — Sandy Ambrogi

Anna Maria Elementary School
anna maria elementary principal Jackie feather-

ston said the school had little difficulty post-Irma.
prior to the storm’s arrival, the district sent tree 

trimmers to AME. Featherston said that significantly 
helped to reduce the amount of debris flying around 
the campus.

She said employees had a checklist of hurricane 
preparation events, such as putting sandbags in place, 
or unplugging technology and removing it from loca-
tions near windows.
 anna maria elementary School closed Sept. 
8-18, 2017, and students got an unexpected holiday 
shortly after the school year began, thanks to Hurricane 
irma.
 — Bianca Benedi

Hurricane Irma: lessons learned, experience shared

FLASHBACK: The Islander, Sept. 20, 2017.
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Dolphin Watches • Sunsets
Private Charters • Egmont Express
Family and Offshore Fishing
Sandbar and Snorkel

INSHORE/OFFSHORE
GUIDED 4-6-8 
HOUR TRIPS...
PLUS, 2-HOUR 
FAMILY-FUN FISHING

ISLAND 
BUSTER 
FISHING 
CHARTERS

West Manatee Fire Rescue
West manatee fire rescue chief tom Sousa said 

the district was prepared for Hurricane irma. However, 
he said he was able to take away some post-Irma point-
ers, including the need for improved communication 
between the three island municipalities and the fire 
district.

He also said the district could improve its post-
event response. 

After Irma, Sousa said the district was flooded 
with calls regarding downed lines and some medi-
cal emergencies from people who had been clearing 
debris. Wmfr will look for solutions to “assist the 
community in recovery beyond fire rescue needs,” he 
said.

Wmfr sent an engine strike team after the hur-
ricane passed to Immokalee for five days to assist in 
search missions, tree removal, supply delivery, aid sta-
tion setup and tarp distribution. Sousa said the experi-
ence was rewarding and educational for WMFR fire-
fighters and will improve their post-event response in 
the future. 

— Bianca Benedi

Wildlife Education and Rehabilitation
 Before irma hit, more than 80 rescued animals 
were evacuated from the Wildlife education and reha-
bilitation center in Bradenton Beach to the mainland, 
according to Wildlife inc. president ed Straight.
 the wildlife menagerie — which included squir-
rels, raccoons, three tortoises, a skunk and birds — was 
loaded into 30 carriers and transported with the help 
of volunteers to several residences in west Bradenton, 
where evacuation was not mandatory.
 Storm damages to the facility were minimal, with 
mostly cleanup required. However, for several days 
following irma, Wildlife inc. was without electricity.
 Straight said they ran three generators to keep food 
from spoiling.
 additionally, without power, they could not receive 
rescue calls. Straight said people were bringing ani-
mals to the facility in spite of the downed lines.
 He said if a storm hits this year and takes out 
power and phone lines, people can bring animals to 
their facility.
 “We’re gonna be here as soon as we can get back,” 
Straight said. “people can bring us animals even if we 
can’t be reached by phone.”
 — ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
 
Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird 
Monitoring
 “there was a time when i would go out onto the 
beach and try to rescue eggs rolling in the surf,” Suzi 
fox, anna maria island turtle Watch and Shorebird 
monitoring executive director said following Hurri-
cane irma. “now i know we need to be safe and let 
nature take its course.”
 Following Irma, AMITW reported 319 hatched 
nests and 37 nests remaining to hatch on the island. 
fox said 22 nests were lost during the storm.
 She said pre-storm protocol is to pound stakes 
used to mark nests deeper into the sand, then wait 

for the storm to pass before returning to the nesting 
beaches.
 Volunteers do not check nests until the beaches are 
cleared for people, fox said.
 “We secure the nests, then say a little prayer to the 
sea turtle goddess that it goes as well as possible,” fox 
said.
 — ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Personal accounts
 Hurricane irma was supposed to go right over 
duette. 
 it was not as bad as expected, but we were without 
electricity for seven days. our news came from the 
radio in our cars and we were afraid to run them too 
often since we had no idea if could obtain more fuel. 
 our duette fire Station opened up after a few days 
for showers, hot meals and had supplies of other kinds, 
if needed. 
 The volunteer fire personnel went door to door, 
handing out information and invitations to the fire-
house. they had to — no phones or computers were 
working. 
 gov. rick Scott visited the area to check out the 
damage and boost morale. 
 the federal emergency management agency 
helped those who applied with about $1,000 to replace 
food and help with other problems caused by irma.  
 the population in duette is about 1,450. We got 
to know some of our neighbors through this storm. 
people were helping each other as best they could. it 
was not a pleasant experience, but it could have been 
so much worse.
 — Lisa Williams, office manager, The Islander

 Like most homeowners in florida in the days lead-
ing up to Hurricane irma, i, along with my friends 
and neighbors, teamed up to board up our houses in 
preparation for the storm.
 i didn’t really expect to need the boarded up win-
dows, but as the saying goes, “better safe than sorry.” 
i live in northwest Bradenton near desoto national 

memorial and just a few houses from the manatee 
river. 
 i’m not sure why i wasn’t too worried. maybe 
47 years of living in the area has given way to com-
placency, or the fact that my house is on really high 
ground, despite the nearness to the river. probably a 
combination of both.
 My wife Jennifer did not share my confidence in 
our home or location. She left our house Sept. 9 with 
my daughter gillian, son conal and our somewhat psy-
chotic golden retriever daisy. She took them to ride 
out the storm with family in Lakewood ranch. i joined 
them late morning Sept. 10 with my hurricane survival 
kit, consisting of a cooler of beer and water, a giant 
can of Busch’s best baked beans and a few lanterns, 
batteries and flashlights from my camping supplies.
 after the storm passed, the drive home was dicey 
as the traffic lights on State Road 70 weren’t operating, 
but we made it home safely. 
 along the way, there were downed trees, includ-
ing two big ficus trees and a couple of palms that were 
snapped off at the base of the trunk in my neighbor-
hood. 
 i deduced that a waterspout came right up the canal 
from the river, jumped the road and hit my neighbor’s 
house across the lake from me, causing damage.
 in retrospect, my initial feeling that my house 
was safe for irma was correct, but seeing others who 
weren’t so lucky was an eye-opener.
 — Kevin P. Cassidy

 i moved two years ago from a bayfront cottage in 
Holmes Beach to a home on flamingo cay that backs 
up to a large conservation zone. 
 So instead of worrying about the integrity of my 
seawall, i was looking at the tallest tree and calculating 
where it might fall. 
 i decided to stay home until the very last minute, 
when a staff member called and asked, “How will you 
get out if the causeway floods?”
 i hastily packed an overnight bag for myself, my 
laptop and my big imac, my chargers and recharge-
able devices, including fans and camp lights and all 
the things necessary for a few nights away for my two 
cairn terriers. turns out, their needs exceed my own.
 I packed my freezer with refilled plastic water 
bottles and grabbed the ice cream and a few groceries 
and away i went, almost a mile or so to the reporter’s 
condo in pine Bay forest at 78th Street. She — the 
same person who begged me to leave — and her cat 
had left a day or so earlier. 
 another staffer and her partner were already 
ensconced, but they kindly made way for me, Baby 
and Sharpie. 
 as it turned out, we alternately relaxed, read, 
cooked, dined, walked and enjoyed the peaceful, but 
stormy time together. We slept through the peak of the 
storm.
 all the while, we were able to monitor facebook 
and contribute meaningful posts to keep people in 
touch with the reality of Hurricane Irma, re-entry on 
ami and the aftermath.
 Best last-minute storm evacuation ever.
 — Bonner Joy
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BEST 
Sports Bar,

Chicken Wings,
Place to watch 

sports!

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
12 TVs! 

NCAA & All Pro Sports Packages
LUNCH & DINNER OPEN 7 DAYS 

 9701 Gulf Drive Anna Maria 941-567-4056
www.slimsplaceami.com

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
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steak 

in 
Manatee 

County!

❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)
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SAIL: $20 PER PERSON

Whisper Sailing
Interperative Sail Tours 

Aboard 1800s-Design Custom 
Work Boat Built in Cortez by  
Whisper Captain & Naturalist  

Geoffrey H. Kendrick

Accommodates up to 6 people

4528 119th St. West., Cortez
NEXT TO SWORDFISH GRILL

941.713.5958

12110 Cortez Road W. ~ Downtown Cortez
Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 10-5 • 941-794-1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood
THE REAL DEAL, FRESH DAILY!

Seafood
fresh off 
the boat

or smoked!

Family-owned 
and operated

 RETAIL SEAFOOD 
MARKET

5604B MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!
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FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.

As fresh as it gets …B5

B5
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VOTED #1
GREAT 

BURGERS

VOTED #1
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY

B5

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY
OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL

FROSTED

EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
1952

Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS
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‘Take Outs From the Overfl ow’

We TWeeT 
TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

Founded 
1956 ALL ARE WELCOME 

Sunday 10 a.m.  
Worship Service

6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key  
941-383-6491  www.longboatislandchapel.org

The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

The Rev. Bill Friederich
Senior Minister

Hours 9-noon, Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

Open Arms, 
Loving Hearts, 

Accepting Minds

L IFE  AUTO HOME BOAT BUSINESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

            4408 Gulf Drive ~ Holmes Beach
941-778-1638 ~ www.episcopalchurchoftheannunciation.com

All are welcome

All are welcome
Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

The Rev. Matthew Grunfeld
Rector

9 a.m. Sunday Holy Eucharist with Music
9:30 a.m. Thursdays, Eucharist and Healing

SUNDAY WORSHIP • 8:30 AM IN THE CHAPEL
10:00 AM IN THE SANCTUARY • Church School

8:45 AM Adult Bible Study  •  9:30 AM Adult Book Study
941-778-0414  •  www.RoserChurch.com  •  www.facebook.com/RoserChurch

COMMUNITY CHURCH • 512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria [near Pier]
A NON DENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 AM

941-778-0414  •  www.RoserChurch.com  •  www.facebook.com/RoserChurch

 • 512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria [near Pier]
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITYCHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

SHIPWRECKED VBS

                        JUNE 4-8

                                  5:30-8:30 PM
                         Dinner included!
                   

FREE FOR KIDS 4 YRS - 5th Grade      
Register at Roserchurch.com/vbs

SHIPWRECKED VBS

                        JUNE 4-8
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All together for 
AID service
Members of the island 
churches gather May 
20 to celebrate Pente-
cost during a worship 
service presented by 
All Island Denomi-
nations. The service 
took place at Roser 
Memorial Community 
Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. 
Islander Photos: 
Courtesy Peggy Nash

The Rev. Rosemary Backer of Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church accepts a serving of ice cream at the 
social that followed the worship service at Roser 
Memorial Community Church. Backer, during the 
service, read from the Old Testament.

Holy Cow 
Ice Cream 
owners 
Sandy 
and Chet 
Zarzycki 
served ice 
cream after 
the May 8 
service at 
Roser.

Roser 
history 
lesson
Fran Barford, chair 
of the deacon board at 
Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church and a 
former mayor of Anna 
Maria, talks about the 
history of the church 
chapel May 8 during 
a visit from members 
of the Longboat Key 
Garden Club. Islander 
Courtesy Photos

Islander Sissy Quinn, in period costume, sits in a 
pew in the chapel at Roser Memorial Community 
Church during a program attended by members 
of the Longboat Key Garden Club. The club also 
toured the church library and pastor’s offi ce.

‘Shipwrecked on AMI’ at Roser
Roser Memorial Community Church will host Ship-
wrecked Vacation Bible School June 4-8. Kids from 
age 4 to fi fth-grade are invited to the free classes, 
which will be 5:30-8:30 p.m. and include dinner. 
The church has arranged for transportation from the 
Center of Anna Maria Island and the Anna Maria 
School for Constructive Play. To register, go online 
at www.roserchurch.com/vbs or call the church 
offi ce at 941-778-0414.
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simple cremations

$740
simple burials

$1,195

SoundChoiceCremation.com

Online arrangements available

Sarasota (941) 312-6371 | Manatee (941) 213-9234

At your service
 obituaries are provided as a community ser-
vice in the islander newspaper to residents and 
family of residents, both past and present, as well 
as to those people with ties to the island. Submit 
to news@islander.org. 

Milestone

“Images of America: Anna Maria Island,” a pictorial 
history of the island by Islander publisher/owner Bonner 
Joy, is available at the Islander newspaper office, 3218 E. 
Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 

Obituaries

protect the things you love 
9805 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria • 941-757-3715

Protect the things you love.
941-244-4743

Sunset celebration
Christine Rhoder and Benjamin Rothberg married 
May 12 at Roser Memorial Community Church in 
Anna Maria. The couple then celebrated at a recep-
tion with more than 100 guests at Zota Beach Resort 
on Longboat Key. The bride’s parents are John and 
Carol Rhoder of Longboat Key. The groom’s mother, 
Jeanette Rothberg, lives in Anna Maria. The couple 
reside in Bradenton. Islander Courtesy Photo

The Rev. Neil Crowell introduces “Coral the sea 
horse,” one of the creatures kids will encounter at 
vacation Bible school at Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Islander 
Courtesy Photos

Marion Hanna Roberts
 marion Hanna roberts (nee Layton, Lichten-
stein), 91, died April 14 in Washington, D.C.
 She was born Jan. 30, 1927, in Hamburg, Ger-
many, to Lucie (munzer) and Kurt Lichtenstein.
 She was a new Yorker at heart. raised her family 
in Warren, michigan, and found her ray of sunshine in 
Holmes Beach, where she was a snowbird from about 
1990 to 2009. 
 a graduate of ithaca college, she dedicated her 
career to helping children, serving for many years as 
a school psychologist in Warren.
 a lover of life and full of energy, she completed 
100-mile bike rides in her 60s (including a solo jaunt 
from Detroit to Schenectady, New York), dance roller-
skated into her 80s and had a golf drive straight enough 
to be the envy of pros.
 She never knew a stranger, making friends wher-
ever she went.
 memorial donations may be made to girls golf 
at https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/GirlsGolf/Marion-
roberts.
 She is survived by her daughter cindy and husband 
andy of Washington, d,c.; son rick and wife Sondra; 
grandchildren Brooke and alison of colleyville, texas; 
and her caregiver phalese. 

Barbara Voorman Perdue
 Barbara Voorman perdue, 86, of ramsey/ridge-
wood, new Jersey, and anna maria, died may 18. 
 She was born in passaic, new Jersey, and attended 
collegiate School before moving to ridgewood, where 
she graduated from ridgewood High School. 
 there she met her husband of more than 50 years, 
Walter e. perdue.
 She attended Lasell Junior college in newton, 
massachusetts. 
 With her husband, she ran a much-loved sporting 
goods store in ridgewood. She was an avid tennis 
player for more than 40 years and loved singing in 
many different choirs. 
 for the past 20 years, she and her husband loved 
their second home in anna maria. 
 no service is planned. memorial donations may 
be made to West Side presbyterian church, 6 S. 
monroe St., ridgewood nJ  07450, or roser memo-
rial community church, p.o. Box 247, anna maria 
FL 34216-0247.    
 She is survived by her son, mitchell, daughter Beth 
Perdue Sontag, son-in-law Thom Sontag, grandsons 
charles and maxwell Sontag, as well as many adoring 
nieces and nephews.  

The audience for 
a Just Older Youth 
meeting May 23 at 
Roser Memorial 
Community Church. 
Those who attended 
learned about 
researching family 
history and dined 
on their brown-bag 
lunches. The church 
provided beverages 
and desserts. The 
club usually meets 
the second and 
fourth Wednesdays 
at the church.

Discussing DNA
Anna Maria Island 

resident Peggy Jude, 
a Manatee Genea-

logical Society board 
member, talks about 

family history and 
research during a 

meeting of the JOY/
Just Older Youth 
group May 23 at 
Roser Memorial 

Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna 

Maria. Islander 
Courtesy Photos: 

Peggy Nash
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And the winner is …
 manatee 100 club chose manatee county deputy 
Willie Finklea as the 2017 Offi cer of the Year May 17 
at an award dinner in Bradenton.
 nine agencies serving manatee county sent their 
nominees for Offi cer of the Year to the support orga-
nization for offi cers and their families, which annually 
recognizes local law enforcement.
 finklea was nominated for exemplary service aug. 
8, 2017, according to an mcSo news release.
 off duty, finklea saved two people trapped in a 
vehicle on moccasin Wallow road, east of interstate 
75, after seeing smoke billow from the car. He called 
911, shot a hole in a window and kicked a door open 
so the couple could escape before fl ames engulfed the 
vehicle.
 from police departments on anna maria island, 
Holmes Beach officer Joel pierce and Bradenton 
Beach Offi cer Eric Hill were selected as nominees for 
Offi cer of the Year.
 Hill was nominated for his professionalism while 
responding to a man who had threatened suicide and 
then threatened offi cers Dec. 30, 2017, in Anna Maria. 
Hill shot the man, who wielded a knife and hatchet at 
law enforcement. the man has since recovered.
 BBpd chief Sam Speciale commended Hill for his 
professionalism “during an extremely stressful situa-
tion.”
 Pierce was recognized for apprehending a fl eeing 
felon and making a burglary arrest.
 “Offi cer Pierce has made the city of Holmes Beach 
a safer place to live and visit due to his outstanding 
police work and proactive patrolling,” HBpd chief 
Bill tokajer said.
 — Kathy Prucnell

Cops & Court
By Kathy Prucnell, Islander Reporter

Island watch
 In the event of an emergency, call 911.
 to report information on island crime, call 
the MCSO Anna Maria substation, 941-708-8899; 
Bradenton Beach police, 941-778-6311; or Holmes 
Beach police, 941-708-5804.

pLeaSe See STREETlIFE, page 23

Streetlife By Kathy Prucnell

Sarasota woman gets 
probation, fi nes for DUI

 a Sarasota woman pleaded no contest to driving 
impaired in Holmes Beach and was sentenced in the 
12th circuit to 12 months probation.
 Shari Rosploch, 44, was sentenced April 5 for driv-
ing under the infl uence by Judge Mark Singer.
 the judge ordered probation, requiring rosploch 
to complete a DUI course, serve on a victim-impact 
panel and perform 50 hours of public service.
 Holmes Beach police arrested rosploch in January 
after an offi cer observed her vehicle swerve across the 
road in the 5200 block of gulf drive. in addition to 
the DUI charge, the offi cer ticketed her for failing to 
drive in a single lane and driving without her vehicle 
registration.
 the judge also suspended rosploch’s driver’s 
license for six months, impounded her vehicle for 10 
days and ordered an alcohol-detection device installed 
in her vehicle for six months.
 citations for failing to display registration and 
travel in a single lane were dismissed by the court.
 Rosploch was assessed $2,316 in fi nes and costs, 
according to the court website.

Anna Maria moped driver gets 
probation, modifi cation

 an anna maria man who pleaded no contest to 
driving under the infl uence received a modifi ed sen-
tence in 12th circuit court.
 Carl Trygg, 36, was sentenced Jan. 29 to 12 months 
probation, including DUI school, a victim-impact panel 
and 50 hours of community work. Judge mark Singer 
also suspended his driver’s license for six months. 
 However, trygg caught another judge’s ear for a 
modifi cation. An April 23 order signed by Judge Doug 
Henderson modifi ed his January sentence, substituting 
a $450 payment for 45 hours of community service.
 Justifying the adjustment, an order approved by 
the state attorney’s offi ce included Trygg’s request 
from his probation offi cer, stating there were scant 
opportunities to perform community service on anna 
maria island and the situation would create a hardship 
because of his inability to drive. “He has presently 
worked fi ve hours at the local community center on 
the island,” the order stated, adding the center seldom 
had work for him to do.
 trygg was arrested dec. 30, 2017, by a manatee 
county sheriff’s deputy as he drove a moped on north 
Shore drive in anna maria.
 He was assessed $3,271 in court costs and fi nes.

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy Bradenton, FL 34210 imgacademygolfclub.com

Rewarding Golf at Every Level

Join us in the Grille 
Room on Wednesday 
nights for our “Two 

for One” Dinner 
Deals and Saturday 

Night Specials!

Book Your Tee Time:
Online: imgacademygolfclub.com

Golf Shop: 941-758-1464

Island police blotter
Anna Maria
 May 13, 200 block of North Bay Boulevard, infor-
mation. deputies from the manatee county Sheriff’s 
Offi ce responded to a call about a sinking boat. People 
on the boat were oK and the boat was pulled to shore 
and towed.
 May 14-17, 300 block of Magnolia Avenue and 
100 block of tern drive, runaway. a runaway juvenile 
on probation went missing and was found.
 may 16, 100 block of crescent drive, burglary. a 
resident reported her home was burglarized. Jewelry, 
purses and a fi rearm were stolen.
 May 19, 300 block of Poinsettia Road, domes-
tic disturbance. a deputy responded to an argument 
between a couple but found no signs of violence.
 May 23, 100 block of Pine Avenue, domestic dis-
turbance. Vacationers argued about whether to take 
their children to the pool or the beach. the couple 
reported the argument was verbal and a sheriff’s deputy 
found no evidence of violence.
 Anna Maria is policed by the MCSO.
Bradenton Beach
 may 18, 200 block of gulf drive north and the 
beach, assist. A 51-year-old man on a powered glider 
fell from 30-40 feet in the air into the surf, just miss-
ing children in the water. a wing collapsed and the 
glider spun out of control after he lifted off the beach 
at coquina gulfside park. a Bradenton Beach police 

offi cer advised the man the activity in the park was 
not permitted. paramedics determined the man was in 
good health and he walked away a bit shaken. 
 May 20, Sports Lounge, battery. A 34-year-old 
man, who struck another man in the face was arrested 
by police who broke up the fi ght outside the bar.
 May 21, Old Bridge Village, 300 Bay Drive, crimi-
nal mischief. a resort manager reported damage to a 
door during the weekend, saying it looked like some-
one tried to pry it open.
 May 22, Cortez Bridge, domestic battery/injunc-
tion violation. police responded to a report of a verbal 
disturbance and found a man who said he’d been 
struck in the face several times by his ex-girlfriend. 
the woman had found him on Bridge Street. She 
denied the altercation to police, but then said it did 
happen — that she was mad because the man wouldn’t 
retrieve his belongings from her house and he’d spent 
his paycheck. BBpd determined the woman violated a 
no-contact court order. She was arrested on the battery 
and violating the injunction.

Bradenton Beach is policed by BBPD.
Cortez

may 16, 4500 block of 123rd Street West, domes-
tic. a sheriff’s deputy responded to a call about a 
domestic battery but found no one injured.

Cortez is policed by MCSO.
Holmes Beach
 May 18, 3900 block of Gulf Drive, license/vehicle 
tag. Holmes Beach police cited a 42-year-old man for 

We 
TWeeT 

TO0

@ami_islander

Manatee 100 
Club Offi cer 
of the Year for 
2017 Manatee 
County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Willie 
Finklea, left, 
poses with Sher-
iff Rick Wells at 
the Manatee 100 
dinner awards. 
Islander Cour-
tesy Photos

Bradenton 
Beach Detec-
tive Sgt. Lenard 
Diaz, left, 
congratulates 
Offi cer Eric 
Hill, Bradenton 
Beach nominee, 
May 17 at the 
Manatee 100 
Club award 
dinner.

Holmes Beach 
Police Offi cer 
Joel Pierce, 
left, the HBPD 
nominee for the 
Manatee 100 
Club Offi cer 
of the Year 
2017 award, is 
congratulated 
by Zack Kallis, 
president of the 
Manatee 100 
Club.
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STREETlIFE continued from page 22

Community work upped for 
Bradenton man in DUI 

 a Bradenton man who pleaded no contest and was 
sentenced to 12 months probation for driving under the 
influence in Holmes Beach received a modified sen-
tence april 25 to allow for more community service.
 ernesto Vidal, 64, was sentenced in february by 
Judge douglas Henderson and with approval from the 
state attorney in april, the 12th circuit court upped 
his community service to 143 hours, in lieu of $1,426 
in fines and costs.
 Vidal’s probation includes dui school and a vic-
tim-impact panel.
 Henderson also suspended Vidal’s driver’s license 
and ordered an alcohol-ignition device in his vehicle, 
both for six months.
 in addition to the dui, Vidal pleaded no contest 
to charges of public urination and attaching a tag not 
assigned.
    Holmes Beach police arrested Vidal Jan. 7 at the 
Kingfish Boat Ramp, 700 Manatee Ave., after an offi-
cer observed sparks coming from Vidal’s car on the 
anna maria island Bridge.
 He also was ticketed for failing to provide insur-
ance, expired registration and failing to maintain a 
single lane.
 For the DUI, Vidal was assessed $840 fines and 
costs, and for the traffic tickets: $139, $136 and $189, 
respectively.
 According to the court file, notices on the fines 
were returned due to an “insufficient address.”

HBPD arrests Bradenton couple for shop burglary

operating a vehicle without a license, proof of insur-
ance and a proper tag. An officer also warned the man 
for inoperable tag lights. the tag was seized and the 
vehicle was towed. a friend picked him up.
 May 19, 100 block of 78th Street, non-friendly 
turtle lighting. police were dispatched for lights shin-
ing on the beach from a two-story home. No occupants 
were observed, but an officer determined the lights 
were not “turtle safe.” The officer took photos and 

By Kathy prucnell
islander reporter

 from this week’s police reports comes something 
of a Bonnie-and-Clyde couple.
 He came into a Holmes Beach rental shop looking 
to sell his skateboard — and grabbed $166 from the 
register.
 She told police her “baby daddy” was texting her: 
“come on! come on!” Which led her to drive into the 
parking lot of the rental shop.

 He then threw his skateboard and 
the money into the getaway vehicle 
and she hit the gas. But he was left 
standing in the lot.
 ronald Wronowski, 35, and his 
getaway driver, Kristi Kovaleski, 34, 
were arrested may 21 by Holmes 
Beach police officers Mike Walker 
and Jason Higgins.
 The incident began at 1:37 p.m. 
at Just4fun, 5358 gulf drive.

  Just as the shop clerk was walk-
ing to the front of the store, she heard 
the money drawer click shut.
 the clerk confronted Wronowski, 

who asked about selling his skateboard. When the clerk 
declined, he exited the shop.
 the clerk then realized the cash was missing.

 Walker arrived in the store parking lot two minutes 
after the 911 call came in and observed Wronowski 
throw a skateboard and cash into a white car.
 Walker then saw the car, with Kovaleski behind 
the wheel, speed off south on gulf drive, leaving 
Wronowski stranded.
 Walker arrested Wronowski without a struggle and 
charged him with a felony burglary.
 a few minutes later, Higgins found Kovaleski in a 
white Toyota driving south on Gulf Drive. The officer 
stopped her for driving on a suspended license with a 
tag that didn’t belong to the vehicle.
 the $166 in cash from the store was found in the 
center console, where a couple of bills were observed 
hanging from the compartment. HBpd believes 
Kovaleski was trying to conceal the crime, according 
to the report, which also states a box cutter and rubber 
gloves were found in the vehicle.
 HBPD suggested a felony accessory after-the-fact 
charge against Kovaleski. She also was arrested for a 
felony dWSL charge and a tag not assigned, a misde-
meanor.
 Both suspects were booked at the manatee county 
jail and released after posting bonds — Wronowski 
posted $7,500 and Kovaleski, $9,120.
 Their arraignments are set for 9 a.m. Friday, June 
22, in the manatee county Judicial center, 1051 man-
atee ave. W., Bradenton.

Wronowski

Kovaleski

referred the case to code enforcement.
 may 21, grassy point preserve, 3000 avenue c, 
camping. Two officers saw foot tracks in the mud, 
which led to a vacant fish camp. There, they found 
two tents, chicken wire, fishing rods, two kayaks, a 
generator, propane tanks, food and a cellphone. police 
reported a suspicious vehicle at the same location 11 
days earlier. the florida fish and Wildlife conserva-
tion commission was contacted.
 may 21, 7600 block of palm avenue, license/tag. 
a motorist from Venice was arrested for driving on a 

suspended license after a police officer observed his 
vehicle with one headlight out. His license and vehicle 
tag were confiscated and his vehicle towed. A friend 
picked him up.
 may 22, 3000 block of gulf drive, license/tag. 
police ran a vehicle tag and determined it was not 
assigned and the driver had numerous license suspen-
sions. the driver was cited and the vehicle was towed.
 Holmes Beach is policed by HBPD.
 Streetlife is based on incident reports and narra-
tives from the BBpd,  7600 HBpd and mcSo.
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Anna Maria Oyster Bar

You'll feel like family!

Visit us online for menu,
specials, locations, & more 

at OysterBar.net

Tacos   Burgers   Seafood

Breakfast ~ Lunch ~ Dinner
7:30am - 10pm Daily

Live Music ~ Gulf View Patio
Happy Hour 12-6 Daily & All Day Sunday

Family Friendly...bring the kiddos!

www.WickedCantina.com

101  7th Street N., Bradenton Beach Fl. 34217 (941) 281-2990
NEW ~ Fall 2017!  1603 N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, Fl. (941) 706-2395

We TWeeT 
TOO

     @ami_islander     @ami_islander

Sea turtle collision on land cause for concern 
Mikayla Woodard, 
AMITW intern, stakes a 
loggerhead nest on the 
beach May 23 next to a 
bench at 67th Street in 
Holmes Beach, while 
AMITW executive direc-
tor Suzi Fox, right, and 
turtle watch volunteers, 
observe. According to 
Fox, the sea turtle col-
lided with the bench 
when it nested. Islander 
Photo: ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes

By chrisann Silver esformes
islander reporter

 a bench on the beach can provide a respite for 
weary walkers.
 in the path of a sea turtle, it can mean disaster.
 Beach benches can be a hazard for female sea 
turtles, which only leave the gulf of mexico to crawl 
ashore and lay their nests, then return to the water.
 The female sea turtles are unfamiliar to the sur-
roundings on land and objects in their path are known 
to detract them from nesting. they also can become 
entangled and struggle to return to the water.
 on their morning survey may 23, anna maria 
island turtle Watch volunteers spotted a nest laid the 
night before adjacent to a bench on the beach near 67th 
Street in Holmes Beach.
 “We are lucky she still nested,” Suzi fox, amitW 
executive director, said. the turtle’s tracks indicate it 
nested under the bench.
 in 2017, six turtles collided with benches during 

nesting attempts, resulting mostly in false crawls, 
although one nest was found under a bench.
 a false crawl occurs when a nesting female comes 

ashore and retreats without nesting.
 as of may 28, 47 sea turtle nests were laid on 
anna maria island beaches this nesting season and 82 
false crawls have been spotted.
 according to fox, benches on the beach violate 
multiple sea turtle ordinances that prohibit beach fur-
niture or equipment on the beach overnight.
 “that’s illegal on this beach, according to their 
own law,” fox said. “they should contact the people 
who donated the benches and let them know they will 
be moved, then move them higher,” fox said.
 Holmes Beach police chief Bill tokajer said may 
23 that public works moved several benches in 2017 
for sea turtle safety. He said he would inspect the 
placement of benches near 67th Street, where several 
are clustered at the beach access, to see if they can be 
moved further landward.
 for more information on nesting season, contact 
Fox at suzifox@gmail.com or 941-778-5638.

Turtle watch presents 
weekly Turtle Talks

 “I fi rst became interested in turtle watch when I 
attended a turtle talk with a friend,” new amitW 
volunteer Barbara riskay said may 22. “then, i was 
hooked. i learn something new each time.”
 in June and July, anna maria island turtle Watch 
and Shorebird monitoring is hosting educational turtle 
talks at 10 a.m. tuesdays at crosspointe fellowship, 
8605 gulf drive, Holmes Beach. 
 the presentation, which lasts about 35 minutes, 
consists of video and photo displays, a question-and-
answer session and some interactive activities. Attend-
ees receive promotional materials, such as stickers, 
door hangers, temporary tattoos and fl yers.
 for more information, call amitW executive 
director Suzi Fox at 941-778-5638.

3 snowy plover chicks arrive on Holmes Beach shore
A female snowy plover sits next to 

one of her chicks May 21 on the 
shore in Holmes Beach. The chick 

is one of three that hatched May 
20. The mature male and female 

and their chicks were spotted 
moving north on the beach May 21. 

Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch 
and Shorebird Monitoring watches 
over the small, sand-colored birds. 
designated threatened by the state. 

AMITW volunteer Pete Gross 
wrote, “The chicks feed themselves, 

generally, with the adults nearby, 
on the small creatures in the 

sand and vegetation ’til they have 
fl edged and can fl y on their own 

— about 30 days after hatching.” 
Islander Photo: Courtesy AMITW/

Pete Gross
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941.778.6614 
3007 GULF DRIVE HOLMES BEACH 

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED!

OPEN 7 DAYS

CATERING – we deliver
 for large parties

Anna Maria Oyster Bar 

Pieron
the

Waterfront Dining at

Open Daily • 8am-9pm 
Breakfast 8am-11am • Weekend Brunch 11am-2pm  

200 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach, FL • OysterBar.net

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Call (941) 778-AMOB (2662) for Beach-to-Pier Shuttle!

941.778.1320
http://schnitzel.house
3246 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

Chicken Fricassee served with spätzle 
and a side salad 

HAXEN FRI-SAT NIGHTS (reserve ahead) 

Dinner Monday-Saturday 5-9

Neff

By Lisa Neff

Harvey, Irma, Maria, Nate 
forced into retirement

 i’ll never again wait in fear for an irma. 
 I’ll never get angry over the fed-
eral government’s handling of another 
maria.
 I’ll not send money to help survi-
vors recover from the damage caused 
by another Harvey.
 The World Meteorological Orga-
nization’s Region IV Hurricane Com-
mittee has retired irma, Harvey, maria 

and nate after the storms caused death and destruction 
in the united States and the caribbean in 2017.
 the Wmo committee, earlier this year, announced 
the replacement names — Harold, idalia, margot and 
Nigel — will appear fi rst on the 2023 list of storm 
names for the atlantic hurricane region.

 Since 1953, according to the National Oceanic 
atmospheric administration, 86 storm names have 
been retired in the atlantic basin.
 The 2005 hurricane season, with fi ve, had the most 
retired names for one season. the 2017 season came 
in second, with four retired names.
 a look back at the destructive storms of last 
year:
 Harvey became a category 4 hurricane on the 
Saffi r-Simpson scale before making landfall along 
the middle texas coast aug. 25, 2017. for four days 
after landfall, the storm stalled, with its center over the 
texas coast. Historic — some might say biblical — 
rainfall amounts caused catastrophic fl ooding in south-
east texas. in some areas, rainfall reached 5 feet.
 The hurricane is the second costliest in U.S. his-
tory, behind Katrina in 2005.
 at least 68 people died from the direct effects of 
Harvey in Texas, the largest number of storm-related 
deaths in the state since 1919.
 Hurricane Irma, a long-lived, catastrophic storm, 
reached category 5 intensity Sept. 5, 2017.
 irma made seven landfalls — four of them as a 
category 5 hurricane across the northern caribbean 
islands.
 On the continental United States, Irma made land-
fall as a category 4 hurricane in the florida Keys Sept. 
10, 2017, and then struck southwestern florida as a 

category 3 the same day. 
 irma caused 44 direct deaths as a result of its strong 
winds, heavy rain and high surf. 
 in the united States, seven direct deaths were 
reported and an additional 85 indirect deaths occurred, 
80 of which were in florida. noaa reported hundreds 
more were injured preparing for the storm, during it or 
in its aftermath.
 Hurricane maria was a category 5 storm when it 
hit the island of Dominica  Sept. 19, 2017. Maria later 
devastated Puerto Rico as a high-end category 4 hur-
ricane. the storm, the third costliest in u.S. history, 
also infl icted serious damage on other islands in the 
northeastern caribbean Sea.
 maria caused 31 direct deaths with 34 missing in 
dominica, and two direct deaths in guadeloupe. in 
Puerto Rico, the offi cial death toll according to the fed-
eral government stands at 65, but many more people 
are believed to have perished in the aftermath.
 nate crossed northeastern nicaragua and eastern 
Honduras as a tropical storm before making landfall 
on the northern gulf coast as a category 1 hurricane. 
 nate brought heavy rainfall to central america, 
where at least 44 people died and nine people were 
missing.
 i won’t miss nate.
 and, you know, i wouldn’t mind not dealing with 
Harold, idalia, margot and nigel.

Early reports after Hurricane Irma passed indicated the Anna Maria City Pier had suffered damage to the 
deck and the restaurant and bait shop roofs. But the city said further inspection determined greater damage 
and the pier was closed. The plan now is to rebuild and demolish the pier. Islander File Photo: Jack Elka

Newbies spot fi rst sea turtle nest 
New AMITW section 3 volunteers Gail Tedhams and 
Frank Booth stand May 21 at the fi rst loggerhead 
nest spotted in their section this season between 
Willow Avenue in Anna Maria and 66th Street in 
Holmes Beach. “We could tell immediately it was a 
nest,” Tedhams said. “We’ve had good training.” 
Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
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You can read it all online 
at www.islander.org

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders

LIGHT TACKLE • FLY
Over 30 years experience in local waters • USCG Licensed
Full / Half Day Trips • 941.387.8383 (H) • 941.232.8636 (C)

www.captainwarren.com  Facebook: Captain Warren

Fishing Charters
Capt. Warren Girle

INSHORE
Redfi sh 
Snook

OFFSHORE
Snapper
Grouper

G C

Capt. Warren Girle
RE O

S
G

AM City Pier tides; Cortez high tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW Moon

May 30 2:26a 1.4 12:08p 2.6 5:38a 1.2 7:54p -0.3
May 31 3:11a 1.4 12:37p 2.6 6:01a 1.3 8:30p -0.3
June 1 3:56a 1.4 1:10p 2.6 6:29a 1.3 9:09p -0.2
June 2 4:43a 1.4 1:48p 2.5 7:06a 1.3 9:51p -0.2
June 3 5:30a 1.4 2:32p 2.3 7:59a 1.3 10:35p -0.1
June 4 6:16a 1.5 3:24p 2.2 9:13a 1.4 11:22p 0.0
June 5 6:57a 1.6 4:27p 2.0 10:46a 1.4 — —
June 6 7:33a 1.7 5:46p 1.8 12:11a 0.2 12:24p 1.3 3rd

IN-HOUSE PROFESSIONAL ROD REPAIR

ISLAND DISCOUNT TACKLE
5503 MARINA DRIVE

at KEYES MARINA, HB

Open Daily 7AM
941-779-2838

Major Credit Cards Accepted

 Visit us at … www.IslandDiscountTackle.com

Cassidy

By Kevin p. cassidy
islander reporter

 Progressive Cabinetry shut out Bins Be Clean 1-0 
in the may 23 championship game of the youth soccer 
league at the center of anna maria island.
 Gregory Jordan scored the game-winning goal 
when he took a pass from Kierran cloutier and hit a 

well-placed, left-footed shot to the 
lower left corner of the goal. from 
there, the progressive defense, led 
by cloutier in front of goalie Lily 
Kawahata, made the lone goal stand 
up.
 The third-place game saw Planet 
Stone roll to a 4-1 victory over Sig-

narama behind a hat trick from aiden templeton and a 
goal from Krosby Lamison. evan talucci made a save 
between the pipes to help preserve the victory.
 riley Lawson notched the lone goal for Signarama, 
which also received two saves in the loss from goalie 
Kendall rice.
 individual awards also were announced, starting 
with Jm feeney winning the defensive mVp award 
and Victor albrecht goalie of the year. Liam cole-
man captured the most improved player award and 
Lily Kawahata was named female mVp. Last, but not 
least, Jackson pakbaz was named overall mVp of the 
league.

Adult soccer regular season ends
 the regular season for the adult soccer league at 
the center ended May 24, with Legler & Flynn Law 
still chasing perfection. At 8-0, they’ve wrapped up the 
top seed and the easier path to the championship with 
a first-round playoff game against last-place Acqua 
Aveda. Lancaster Design finished in second place with 
a 6-2 record and will take on 1-6-1 Mar/Kis Insurance 
in its first-round match. Sato Real Estate held down 

Progressive Cabinetry clinches youth soccer championship

Champs:  
Progressive  

Cabinetry
Team members Ewing 
Cloutier, Lyla Yavalar, 

Lily Kowahata, Magnus 
Million, Jack White-

side, Kieran Cloutier, 
Gregory Jordan, Liam 

Coleman and Ava 
Harlan pose with their 

youth league cham-
pionship medals with 
coaches Rob Harlan 

and Rick Cloutier. 
Islander Photo: Cour-

tesy: CofAMI

third place with a 5-3 record and will take on sixth-
place Moss Builders, which finished at 2-5-1. Fourth 
place went to Slim’s Place with a 4-2-2 record, match-
ing them up against Ross Built which finished in fifth 
with a 3-5 record.
 playoff action will start at 6 p.m. thursday, may 
31, with the second-round action set for Thursday, June 
7. The championship and third-place games will be 
played June 14. 
 Stay tuned.
 The final week of regular-season action kicked 
off with Sato real estate rolling past acqua aveda 
8-2 behind a hat trick from Francisco Oliviera and 
two goals each from Josh Sato and damir glavan. 
eliza faillace completed the scoring with a goal and 
an assist, while Jordan Demers made five saves in goal 
to help preserve the victory.
 eric pullen and matt plummer each notched a 
goal, while miguel ajoy, Scott eason and max gazzo 
combined on nine saves in goal.
 First-place Legler & Flynn Law outscored Moss 
Builders 5-1 in the second game of the evening. Jerm-
ias gramajo led the way with two goals, and diego 
felipe, Yorvi moreira and amy ivin each notched a 
goal. Shay coleman added an assist, while felipe and 
mark rudacille combined on six saves in goal.
 chris Scott tallied the lone goal for moss Build-
ers, which received six saves in the loss from Josh 
Bernet.
 Lancaster demolished Ross 6-1 behind three 
goals from greg demeuse and a goal and an assist 
from ricky anderson. trey Horne made six saves 
in goal, while also chipping in with a goal. robert 
armstrong completed the scoring with a goal while 
danny anderson added an assist in the victory.
 ryan Hogan scored the lone goal in the loss for 
ross, which also received seven saves from robb mar-
shall.

 Slim’s Place eased past Mar/Kis Insurance 6-4 in 
the final game of the evening behind three goals from 
pJ Smargisso and a goal each from nate Welch, darrin 
Wash and ray gardner. Will case helped preserve the 
win with five saves in goal.
 manoj Kumar poudel scored a hat trick to lead 
mar/Kis, which also received a goal from mike Brusso 
and five saves from Mario Prino in the loss.

Register now for adult flag football
 Sports enthusiasts are on notice for open registra-
tion for the adult flag football league at the center. The 
last day to register is Saturday, June 9.
 cost for the league is $10 for center members 
and $126 for nonmembers. there is a $10 late fee for 
anyone who signs up to play after June 9.
 player evaluations and a draft will be held at 7 p.m. 
tuesday, June 12.
 the season kicks off June 21 with the schedule of 
games played thursdays starting at 6 p.m.
 Sponsors also are being sought.
 Call the center for more information at 941-778-
1908 or visit at 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.

Key Royale golf news
 rain continued to plague the Key royale club, 
putting a damper on golf action at the club.
 the men were able to play their morning modi-
fied Stableford-system match May 21. Chuck Patrick 
carded a plus-7 to win the day’s proceedings by a point 
over second-place finisher Herb Clauhs.
 Heavy rains closed the course may 22 and may 23, 
but the men got in a nine-hole scramble May 24. The 
team of dean Boring, chuck patrick, dan richardson 
and Tom Solosky combined on a 7-under-par 25 to 
earn clubhouse bragging rights for the day.

Horseshoe news
 there was an outright champion during may 23 
horseshoe action at the anna maria city Hall horse-
shoe pits. the team of Hank Huyghe and Sam Samuels 
posted the only 3-0 record in pool play to win the day’s 
championship.
 the rain kept most horseshoe players away may 26 
— only two pitchers showed up. as the rain stopped, 
they played a best-of-three shootout. After splitting the 
first two games, Jay Disbrow rolled to a 21-9 victory 
in the deciding game to earn bragging rights for the 
day.
 Play gets underway at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the anna maria city Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selec-
tion. 
 there is no charge to play and everyone is wel-
come.
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By capt. danny Stasny
islander reporter

  Anna Maria Island fi shing — between rain drops 
—remains excellent.
 despite numerous afternoon rain showers, the 
waters remain clear and the fi shing is good. Tarpon 
season is improving, although the large numbers of 

fi sh have yet to show. Those eager to 
tangle with the “silver king” are able 
to hook up with persistence in tampa 
Bay. patrolling the gulf beaches, as 
well as the passes both north and 
south, also is a good bet.
 On the fl ats, spotted seatrout are 
the most dominant bite. most of the 

large, over-slot trout have moved out to the Gulf to 
spawn, leaving numerous fi sh in the 12- to 18-inch 
range on the fl ats to readily take the bait. Free-lining 
live shiners over deeper grass fl ats is yielding many 
trout, although if you’re looking for a limit of fi sh 
you’d better be determined. Some days catching 20 
trout will result in on a couple of keepers. Catch-and-
release snook fi shing is good. Shallow fl ats near passes 
or areas of good tidal fl ow are holding good numbers 
of fi sh for sport anglers.
 Moving offshore, permit seem to be the big high-
light, although other species — cobia, kingfi sh, amber-
jack and snapper — are present. remember to get your 
tackle in order, as gag grouper season opens June 1.
 On my Southernaire fi shing charters, I’m targeting 
spotted seatrout on the fl ats of Tampa and Sarasota 
Bays. Free-lining live shiners over fl ats when good 
tidal fl ow exists is resulting in many catches for my 
clients. Keeper-size trout are present, although I’m 
seeing a lot of undersize fi sh, too. Mixed in with the 
trout are Spanish mackerel, bluefi sh and ladyfi sh.
 Catch-and-release snook are a good bet during 
days of stronger tides — especially the outgoing ones. 
Casting free-lined live shiners is resulting in some 
explosive bites. In some areas, I’m fi nding snook in 
water as shallow as 2 feet. most everything else is 
occurring in depths of 3-4 feet.
 Jim Malfese at the Rod & Reel Pier in Anna Maria 
on tampa Bay is seeing a variety of species being 
reeled up. Pier fi shers using live shrimp as bait are 
catching their share of pinfi sh — but that’s not all. 
Mangrove snapper, fl ounder and over-slot redfi sh are 
interested in the shrimp offerings. 
 Spanish mackerel and other migratory fi sh, such 
as ladyfi sh, jacks and blue runners, are being caught 
on artifi cials — jigs or spoons.
 Lastly, catch-and-release snook fi shing is improv-
ing by the day. Targeting over-slot fi sh with large baits 
such as ladyfi sh and pinfi sh, is resulting in some mem-
orable catches.
 capt. aaron Lowman is working the nearshore 

Southernaire Fishing Charters

941.465.8932
AnnaMariaFishing

Guide.com

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

Stasny

941-323-7892

THE ORIGINAL 
BAIT BOAT IS BACK!

LIVE Whitebait & Crabs
On the water at the Kingfish Boat Ramp

Inconsistent weather results in consistent fishing action

structures in the gulf of mexico. due to slower tides 
occurring during the half moon phase, Lowman is 
fi shing reefs and wrecks in hopes of fi nding a better 
bite than the fl ats are providing. While in the Gulf, 
Lowman is putting clients on Spanish mackerel, man-
grove snapper, cobia, sharks and permit.
 on days when the tides are moving well, Lowman 
is on the fl ats targeting spotted seatrout. Mixed in with 
the trout are bluefi sh, macks and ladyfi sh. Catch-and-
release snook fi shing is proving to be good as long as 
the tide is moving.

 capt. rick gross of fishy Business charters is 
targeting tarpon in the passes of egmont Key, Bean 
point and Longboat Key. early morning excursions 
are producing the best bite for gross, especially just 
before sunrise. Casting either live crabs or threadfi n 
herring as bait is resulting in hookups for his clients. 
 Moving to the fl ats, Gross is enjoying the abun-
dance of spotted seatrout in the area. although much 
of the catch is falling just short of 15 inches, gross is 
managing to put his clients on limits of slot-size fi sh 
for the cooler. Catch-and-release snook fi shing also is 
proving good for gross’ clients, especially on outgoing 
tides. Casting free-lined live shiners around shallow fl ats 
and mangrove edges is resulting in numerous bites. 
 Lastly, redfi sh are cooperating on baits cast around 
oyster bars and mangrove shorelines — key factors to 
getting hooked up.
 capt. Warren girle is working for tarpon along 
the gulf beaches of anna maria island and Longboat 
Key.
 Casting live crabs to schooling fi sh is resulting in 
numerous hook ups for his clients. most catches are 
60-120 pounds, with larger fi sh mixed in. When not 
targeting tarpon, Girle is working the fl ats of Sarasota 
Bay. Spotted seatrout and redfi sh are rounding out the 
bite for his anglers. Slot trout are common, while most 
of the redfi sh are over the slot of 27 inches.
 capt. Jason Stock is catching and tagging tarpon 
along the gulf beaches. as part of a species tagging 
program for the Tarpon and Bonefi sh Trust, Stock tag-
ging his tarpon hookups so they can be tracked and 
studied. moving offshore, Stock is targeting permit 
over reefs and wrecks with good success. casting 
live crabs in these areas is resulting in permit up to 
25 pounds. other catches occurring offshore include 
amberjack, kingfi sh and cobia and some good photos 
of goliath grouper before being released.
 Send high-resolution photos and fi shing reports to
fi sh@islander.org.

Skip Tubbs, visiting 
Anna Maria Island 
from Montana, 
shows off his redfi sh, 
caught May 12 in 
Sarasota Bay using 
shiners for bait on 
an afternoon fi shing 
trip guided by Capt. 
Warren Girle. 

William Stonelake of Philadelphia poses with his 
trophy, a tarpon caught May 25 on a live threadfi n 
herring at the north tip of Anna Maria. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Christina Stonelake
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By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org

Kindergartners 
host 

‘Pajama Party’

Anna Maria Elementary 
teacher Mary Miller and 

principal Jackie Feather-
ston congratulate fi fth-

graders Brenna Heckler, 
Lincoln Sauls, Payton 
Harlan, Mikey Bowes, 

Quinton O’Connor and 
Phynona Smelt May 24 for 

receiving straight A’s for 
the 2017-18 school year. 
The students were recog-
nized during AME’s fi fth-
grade awards ceremony 

in the school auditorium. 
Islander Photos: Bianca 

Benedí

Kathy Rollins, ESE teacher’s aide, goes onstage to embrace members of the fi fth-grade 
class May 24 during AME’s fi fth-grade awards ceremony. Students delivered a poem, 
read line-by-line, sending Rollins on to for her upcoming retirement.

AME teacher Mary Miller presents fi fth-grader Lincoln 
Sauls with the Rotary Award for Service May 24 at AME’s 
fi fth-grade awards ceremony.

Fifth-graders receive end-of-year awards

Anna Maria Elementa-
ry’s kindergarten class 
takes the auditorium 
stage May 22 to enter-
tain family and friends 
with their end-of-year 
performance, a musi-
cal version of “Pajama 
Party!” Islander 
Photos: Bianca Benedí

AME kindergartners sing about the trials and tribulations of life May 22 with a performance 
of “It’s A Hard Knock Life” from the musical “Annie” during their performance of the class 
play, “Pajama Party!” 

AME 
kinder kids 
perform, 
“Pajama 
Party!” 
Islander 
Photo: 
Nenita 
Daquino-
tas
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Minto sends newly built 
OPH marina to sale block

 the large machinery is still rumbling around on 
Perico Island at the much-touted development One 
particular Harbour.
 While construction is underway, parent company 
minto communities announced colliers international 
Group would be handling the sale of the soon-to-be 
completed marina at 12310 Manatee Ave. W., Braden-
ton. It was the fi rst public mention of the sale of the 
marina.
 “the sale of the one particular Harbour marina 
has been a signifi cant aspect of Minto’s long-range 
plan for one particular Harbour at Harbour isle,” 
minto president mike Belmont said in a news release 
may 24.
 the latest announcement is one more chapter in 
the story of the property, which is west of anna maria 
island on anna maria Sound.
 In June 2017, Minto announced it was partner-
ing with Jimmy Buffett’s margaritaville Holdings to 
create one particular Harbour within the Harbour 
isle development. the resulting 132 condo residences 
— with Buffett-inspired building names and nautical 
themes — are in various stages of completion and 
some are occupied. The entire Harbour Isle develop-
ment includes Mangrove Walk with 132 sold resi-
dences and edgewater Walk with 147 residences and 
a clubhouse.
 in april, minto announced plans to construct a 
130-room Margaritaville-branded hotel and freestand-
ing Buffett LandShark Bar & Grill overlooking the 
water. a ship’s shore, retail shops and entertainment 
space are planned for the area adjacent to the marina.

A bird’s-eye view of 
the Minto Harbour 
Isle development 
on Perico Island 
looking north-
west toward Anna 
Maria Island. The 
square, man-made 
harbor, with a boat 
storage-facility, is 
middle left. Island 
Courtesy Photo: 
Minto 

 Locally, traffi c worries, the coming construction 
of the new high-bridge to Anna Maria Island and the 
infl ux of more visitors have been newsworthy since 
the hotel construction was announced.
 the marina property, which is approximately 6 
acres, has direct, deep-water access to the Gulf of 
mexico.
 minto touted the marina as “an exciting addition 
to the marina world, located in a spectacular setting 
on anna maria Sound.”
 colliers wasted no time beginning to market the 
marina with its 128-boat storage facility, but a list 
price was not available at press time on the company 
website.

 “This is a rare opportunity to buy a brand-new 
marina in a popular boating community in florida,” 
matt putnam, of colliers said, in a news release.
 “We expect the margaritaville brand, combined 
with a healthy marina market, to foster a successful 
marina business for the long term,” putnam stated.
 colliers has a workforce of more than 12,000 
people in 69 countries. 
 for more information on one particular Harbour 
Marina, contact Putnam at Colliers International’s Lei-
sure Property Advisors at 813-221-2180.
 for more information on one particular Harbor 
and minto communities, visit www.mintousa.com. 

Biz News continues on page 30.

New chamber members Jennifer Strohl, middle, 
and Sandra Okada, right, react to chamber vice-

president Cathy Pizzo as she enters their information 
on a tablet at the May AMI chamber mixer. Stohl 

and Okada own Coastal Life Design & Marketplace, 
8615 Cortez Road W., Bradenton. 

Island bank hosts May mixer
Nancy Wells, left, business center manager for 
Whitney Bank — formerly Hancock Bank — at 
5324 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, presents Katy 

Demick with the grand prize May 23 at the Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of Commerce mixer. The 
bank, which changed names May 25, hosted the 
event and furnished the prizes. Islander Photo: 

Sandy Ambrogi

Cortni Wash of Small Town Creamery in 
Holmes Beach serves ice cream to a line of 
hungry soccer players May 23 at the Center of 
Anna Maria Island’s end-of-school bash. 

Center kicks off summer with celebration

Lexa Fulwider, 7, takes a burger May 23 at the Center 
of Anna Maria Island’s end-of-school bash. Food for 
the event was donated by Slim’s Place in Anna Maria. 
Islander Photos: Bianca Benedí

Traveler

AME alum greets kids at Disney
Anna Maria Elementary fi fth-graders Lincoln 

Sauls and Mikey Bowes pose May 22 with Disney 
World security offi cer Anthony King while on 
their class fi eld trip. King is a Holmes Beach 

native and former student of Anna Maria Elemen-
tary. Islander Photo: Courtesy Lindsay Sauls
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Islander archive 24/7
 Some years ago, the islander was invited to 
take part in a digital newspaper pilot project with the 
university of florida 
george a. Smathers 
Libraries.
 after submitting 
electronic — digital — 
editions of the news-
paper, we donated our 
collection of printed 
newspapers covering 
from the first edition 
in 1992 up to the digital 
era of 2005. it took a few years, but it’s all on the uoff 
digital library site now, all searchable by key word, 
name or date.
 it’s simple, easy and available 24/7.
 there’s 25 years, 52 weeks a year, the complete 
collection of The Islander, online at ufdc.ufl .edu.

$10 each 
@ The 
Islander, 
3218 E. Bay 
Drive, HB.

Einzige deutsch sprachige Immobilien-Agentur
auf Anna Maria Island

Visit us :
Florida Dreams Realty of AMI, Inc.

3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Markus Siegler 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

RENTAL HOME OWNERS
q Why paying more than 15 % commission for great quality  

and outstanding service?

q Benefit from our state-of-the art tools: responsive website, 
online booking, travel insurance, safe credit card processing, 
24/7 inquiry responder, key-less check-in

q Family owned and managed: Enjoy the personal touch - be 
treated as a VIP and not like a number

q Get in touch with us and check out our favorable conditions for 
renting out and managing your rental

q We also serve you in German, French, Italian & Spanish

Office +1 941 462 4016   Cell +1 941 779 5700
Email: info@florida-dreams.com

www.florida-dreams.com

Florida Dreams Realty of AMI
3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach
Offi ce: 941-462-4016
info@fl orida-dreams.com
www.fl orida-dreams.com

KAUF – VERKAUF – VERMIETUNG

Wir beraten Sie umfassend und 
kompetent – in Ihrer Sprache! 
Wir freuen uns auf Ihren Anruf 
oder Ihren Besuch bei uns 
im Büro.
Markus Siegler, Broker

Visit us :
Florida Dreams Realty of AMI, Inc.

3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Markus Siegler 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

RENTAL HOME OWNERS
q Why paying more than 15 % commission for great quality  

and outstanding service?

q Benefit from our state-of-the art tools: responsive website, 
online booking, travel insurance, safe credit card processing, 
24/7 inquiry responder, key-less check-in

q Family owned and managed: Enjoy the personal touch - be 
treated as a VIP and not like a number

q Get in touch with us and check out our favorable conditions for 
renting out and managing your rental

q We also serve you in German, French, Italian & Spanish

Office +1 941 462 4016   Cell +1 941 779 5700
Email: info@florida-dreams.com

www.florida-dreams.com
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 Vacation Rentals 
 Annual Rentals 
 Property Management 
 Concierge Service 

 We’re “Serious” about our Customer Service! 
 
 
Your full service Real Estate Agency providing exceptional customer service for all your short or long 
term goals.  Whether you’re staying a few days or a lifetime, we will help you find your perfect 
accommodation.  
 
One stop shop.    We can provide everything you might need……..buy, rent and finance your piece of 
paradise. 
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www.941lending.com 
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104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
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103 Gull Avenue, Anna Maria
$1,200,000

PARADISE FOUND! 

Local high school graduates earn chamber scholarships

At the Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce 
offi ce May 21 are mem-
bers of the chamber 
scholarship committee 
and scholarship winners. 
Pictured are committee 
chair Karen LaPensee, 
left, of LaPensee Plumb-
ing, Pools and Air, 
scholars Sarah Glaser 
and Haley Beyerlein, Mike 
Southwick of AAA Payroll, 
Wende Webb of Gulf Coast 
Property Watch, scholars 
Caroline Rulon and Sofi a 
Mingote and Barbara 
Murphy of Travel Now. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy 
Cathy Pizzo

 four local high school seniors on their way to 
college were named scholarship winners by the anna 
maria island chamber of commerce may 21 at the 
chamber offi ce in Holmes Beach.
 each recipient is receiving $1,000 toward expenses 
at college. all attended high school in manatee 
county. 
 the winners, selected by a committee of chamber 
members chaired by Karen Lapensee and including 
Barbara murphy, mike Southwick, michael Vejins and 
Wende Webb.
 The winners are:
 Haley Beyerlein is a graduate of Braden river High 
School with dual enrollment at the State College of Flor-
ida. She was captain of the school color guard team. She 
will attend the university of central florida.
 Sarah glaser is graduating from St. Stephens 

episcopal School, where she took part in the Japanese 
exchange program, model united nations and model 
Congress conferences. She also excelled in fi gure skat-
ing. She will attend davidson college, majoring in 
business administration and political science.
 Sofi a Mingote is a graduate from Braden High 
School, where she served as the student government 
association president. She coached top Youth Soccer, 
training young athletes with disabilities in the com-
munity. She plans to major in telecommunications and 
minor in business at the university of florida.
 Caroline Rulon is a graduate of Bradenton Chris-
tian School in the top 5 percent of her class, with a 
long list of leadership awards and community service. 
She will attend Belmont University in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, to study business with a plan to achieve an 
advanced degree in fi nance at Vanderbilt University.

Island abuzz with changes
Waterline loses Zinck
 pulling through several years of delays and 
reschedules, Waterline marina resort and Beach club 
general manager Sandy Zinck is now calling it quits 
with the anna maria island hotel.
 Zinck announced to employees may 18 that she 
would be leaving the property, its parent company 
mainsail Lodging and development of tampa, and 
the united States to return home to Halifax, nova 
Scotia. Zinck’s husband received a transfer back to 
the Halifax area, where the couple has many relatives 
and friends.
 Zinck will remain at Waterline until June 30 while 
a search for her replacement is ongoing.
 “it’s a very emotional time for me,” Zinck said 
about her departure. “i love this property, i love this 
island and i love working for mainsail. it’s not easy 
to leave.”
 “the individual who gets this job will be very 
lucky,” Zinck said.

Sandy Zinck stands in the entry to Eliza Ann’s 
Coastal Kitchen at the Waterline Marina Resort and 
Beach Club, 5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Zinck will step down from her position as general 
manager June 30 and return to Nova Scotia with her 
family. Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi 

Mr. Horne goes to Washington
anna maria oyster Bar owner John Horne went to 

Washington, d.c., may 23 to testify on capitol Hill.
 Horne appeared before u.S. rep. Vern Buchanan’s 
tax policy Subcommittee to speak on his impacts from 
the tax cut and Jobs act.
 “Small businesses can get their staffs and their 
customers involved locally like no other business can,” 
Horne said before the committee.
 the four amoB restaurants in the local area 
employee more than 300 people. Horne said the tax 

cut allowed him to purchase new equipment and give 
bonuses to workers.
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BizCal By Sandy Ambrogi

Business news: Does your business celebrate achieve-
ments? maybe you’ve just opened the doors, received 
an award or staff deserves kudos. Submit your infor-
mation to news@islander.org.

Summer heat brings
chamber meets

 The next Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce networking luncheon will be at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 6, at pier 22 restaurant, 1200 first 
ave. W., Bradenton. cost is $15 for members and $25 
for guests.
 The tri-chamber Business and BBQ on the Bay 
will be at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, June 7, at the Resort at 
Longboat Key Club, 3000 Harbourside Drive, Long-
boat Key. cost is $25 in advance and $30 at the door. 
anna maria island, Longboat Key and Siesta Key 
chambers come together for the event. rSVp to the 
ami chamber by friday, June 1.
 for more information about chamber events or to 
RSVP, call the offi ce at 941-778-1541 or email info@
amichamber.org. The AMI chamber offi ce and tourist 
center are at 5313 gulf drive, Holmes Beach.
 The Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce in con-
junction with the town of Longboat Key will hold the 
16th Annual Disaster Preparedness Seminar 3:15-6 
p.m. thursday, may 31, at the Harbourside Ballroom 
at the resort at Longboat Key club, 3000 Harbourside 
drive, Longboat Key.
 Elizabeth Cuevas-Neunder, CEO and founder of 
the puerto rican chamber of commerce of florida, 
will share insights from her post-Irma and Maria trips 
to the island.
 admission is free, but you must register with the 
LBK chamber. Space is limited.
 the Longboat Key chamber’s networking@noon 
will be 11:30 a.m. Thursday, June 14, at the Bijou 
Cafe, 1287 First St., Sarasota. Cost is $25 for pre-
registered chamber members, $30 for walk-ins and $35 
for guests. to register for events, or for information 
about the Longboat Key chamber, call the offi ce at 
941-383-2466, visit longboatkeychamber.com or at the 
offi ce at 5390 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. 

Bob Ford, Lyn Hulin and 
Mark Adams from Fidelity 
Bank hold their prizes for the 
putting contest May 18 at the 
Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce golf tournament 
at IMG Academy Golf Club in 
Bradenton. Adams also was 
the only participant to make 
a hole-in-one on the putting 
green. Islander Courtesy 
Photo: AMI chamber

Terri Kinder, left, was offi cially named president 
of the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
May 22 following a 90-day probation period. Cathy 
Pizzo, right, is now vice president of the AMI cham-
ber. She previously served as chamber administrator. 
Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

Chamber names executives
 the anna maria island chamber of commerce 
executive board, following a 90-day probationary 
period, named terri Kinder as president of the island 
business organization. 
 executive board chair Bev Lesnick made the 
announcement offi cial May 22.
 Kinder has been interim president since January, 
when she was temporarily named to the post until the 
board could decide a replacement for deb Wing, who 
resigned in december 2017.
 the board of directors and Kinder later agreed 
upon a 90-day probationary period, during which she 
was the acting president. She has been with the cham-
ber since 2011.
 “She has done a tremendous job,” Lesnick said of 
Kinder. “She took the reins and ran with them.”
 Chamber administrator Cathy Pizzo, also pro-
moted, is the newly named vice-president. 
 In another staffi ng change, administrative assistant 
Kelley deforest announced her departure after only 
three months. She has taken a position with the alumni 
association at the university of South florida.
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HELP WANTED

WATERLINE MARINA RESORT & Beach Club at 
5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, is currently 
hiring the following full-time/part-time positions: 
Housekeepers and Houseman.  Please contact 
Vivian: 941-238-6261 / vwinstead@mainsailho-
tels.com or  submit resume: vwinstead@mainsail-
hotels.com. 5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.  

HELP WANTED: ISLAND Discount Tackle in 
Holmes Beach. Apply in person after noon and 
ask for Jonny.

REAL ESTATE SALES associate wanted for 
smaller, well-established offi ce on Anna Maria 
Island. Send resume to P.O. Box 352, Bradenton 
Beach FL  34217.

FAST-PACED VACATION rentals office needs 
reservations and offi ce help. Ideal candidate is 
great with people/customer service and com-
puter skills, preferably Rental Network Software 
(RNS) experience. Call or text for details. 941-
545-3582.

REPORTER WANTED: Full- to part-time. Print 
media, newspaper experience required. Apply 
via email with letter of interest to news@islander.
org.

KIDS FOR HIRE

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for up to three 
weeks for Island youths under 16 looking for work. 
Ads must be placed in person at The Islander 
offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37 years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

T.H.S. CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
vacation rentals. Dependable and detailed. 941-
756-4570.

U FLY I drive your car anywhere in the USA. 
Airport runs, anywhere. Offi ce, 941-447-6389. 
941-545-6688.

AUTHORITY ONE SERVICES: Cleaning, con-
struction, residential, commercial, rentals. Call 
941-251-5948.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Profes-
sional, friendly cleaning service since 1999. 941-
779-6638. Leave message.

NEED A RIDE to airports? Tampa $65, St. Pete, 
$55, Sarasota, $30. Gary, 863-409-5875. gvon-
ess80@gmail.com.

B-SAFE-RIDES: Airport and personal, Peggy, 
R.N. Specializing in women and seniors. $34 
and up. 727-902-7784.

PIERLY MAID CLEANING Service: Two former 
City Pier employees looking to make your home, 
vacation rental, offi ce spic and span! Please, give 
us a call, 941-447-2565 or 941-565-0312.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS JD’s Window Clean-
ing looking for storefront jobs in Holmes Beach. 
I make dirty windows sparkling clean. 941-920-
3840.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County 
and the Island since 1987. For dependable, 
honest and personalized service, call Bill Eller, 
941-795-7411. CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional 
creates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! 
www.jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

RELAXING MASSAGE IN the convenience of your 
home or hotel. Massage by Nadia. Call today for 
an appointment, 941-518-8301. MA#0017550.
MA#0017550.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Residential and Commercial
Full service lawn maintenance

Landscaping – Clean-up
Hauling tree trimming

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  941.792.5600
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Andrew Chennault

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
Island References Lic#CBC056755 

I S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519
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Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

Adopt-
A-Pet 

April is 3 years old, 
17 pounds and gets 
along with cats, 
dogs and people! 
Mixed breed. Apply 
to adopt April at 
wwww.moonracer-
animalrescue.com. 
Call lisa Williams at 
941-345-2441 or visit 
The Islander next 
to Paradise Cafe in 
Holmes Beach for 
more …

SPONSORED BY

We like likes

 f acebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

$10 DiNeR MUGs
@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

ITEMS FOR SALE

FIVE-PIECE RATTAN living room, including queen 
sofa sleeper, $150, stove/oven, $45. 214-769-
9483.

PATIO FURNITURE: TWO chaise lounges (padded 
material), one glass-top table, lifetime coat. $100. 
941-730-2444.

FREE: WARDROBE MOVING boxes. 941-920-
4061.

TWO LAZYBOY BURGUNDY leather high-back 
recliners. $55 each. 941-779-2442.

ANTIQUE PARTNER DESK: All wood, $1,000. 
See at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FOUR OAK OFFICE chairs: Antiques, perfect for 
eclectic dining set. The Islander newspaper, 3218 
E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FREEBIE ITEMS FOR SALE

Individuals may place one free ad with up to three 
items, each priced $100 or less, 15 words or less. 
FREE, one week, must be submitted online. Email 
classifi eds@islander.org, fax toll-free 1-866-362-
9821. (limited time offer) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED: WORKOUT DVDs and retired but 
working XBox, Wii units with games for Ministry 
of Presence for kids and teens in Haiti. Deliver 
to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

WANTED: YOUR OLD cellphone for recycling. 
Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE GUN LOCK courtesy of Project Childsafe, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Pick up at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-1p.m. Saturday. 
Donations preferred 9 a.m.-11 a.m. Wednesdays. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

PETS

PET PAL PET sitting: Short and long term, in your 
house or mine. 18-year Island resident. 941-704-
5937. e.davies5937@gmail.com. 

YOU CAN HELP! Fosters, volunteers, retail-
type help needed for Moonracer No Kill Animal 
Rescue. Please email: moonraceranimalrescue@
gmail.com.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: Small sailboat rentals and 
instruction. Day. Week. Month. Sunfi sh, Laser, 
Windrider 17 and Precision 15. Call Brian at 941-
685-1400.

PONTOON BOAT RENTAL Create life long mem-
ories. Call 941-778-2121 or see boatfl orida.net.

More ads = more readers in The Islander.

B U G B I T E I G L O O T I P S T E R
A F R I C A N B R O O D I M A L I V E
B O O Z E S C H M O O Z E A P P A R E L
A S K P E R U U K E C R E A M E R Y

B O S O M T O O A A A
T A G U P A O L N U T S S C H M U T Z
I G O R S C R E W T E T H E I N I E
D E E R S C H M E A R A R T E F A C T S
Y E S S I R E E V E E A I D M O L T

R O D D E S P I T E H I R E S
M A C E D N O S C H M O M U S K S

B O G U S T E C H I E S W I M
A R A B D E W I N S S I X P A C K S
R E S I D E N C E D U C K S C H M U C K
B A S S O S O L E S P I E D E B A Y
Q U I T S C H M I D T A B C S N A R E

H O E A H I A R M E D
B A S E P A I R M E N G A Y E B U C
O U T R U N S H A L T S S C H M A L T Z
S N I G L E T A M O R E K A T R I N A
S T R O L L S D E T O X S T O P P E R

ANSWERS TO MAY 30 PUZZLE
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LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER Service: Repairs, 
installs. Your local sprinkler company since 1997. 
Call Jeff, 941-778-2581.

SHELL DELIVERED AND spread. $55/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, 
“shell phone” 941-720-0770.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. 66Tropical landscape spe-
cialist. Residential and commercial. 35 years 
experience. 941-448-6336.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE: Shell, lime rock, 
palms, river rock, construction demolition, fenc-
ing, pressure washing, hauling debris and trans-
port. Shark Mark, 941-301-6067.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100. www.vangopaint-
ing.net. 

CUSTOM REMODELING EXPERT. All phases of 
carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. Meticu-
lous, clean, sober and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 
941-730-7479.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. 
Handyman, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabi-
nets and wood fl ooring. Insured and licensed. 
941-722-8792.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry, handyman, 
light hauling, pressure washing. Jack of all trades. 
Call 941-778-6170 or 941-447-2198.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

ISLE TILE: QUALITY installation fl oors, counters, 
backsplashes, showers. Licensed, insured. Call 
Chris at 941-302-8759.

ISLAND GATER RESTORATIONS: Painting, 
interior/exterior, drywall repair, textures, pres-
sure cleaning, stucco. Danny, 941-720-8116. 
islandgater@gmail.com.

R. A. GONZALEZ CONSTRUCTION: Re-roof and 
leak specialist. Residential/hotels/commercial. 
Repairs, shingles, tile, fl at. Quick response. Qual-
ity work at reasonable rates. References. Insured/
licensed. #CCC1330056. Call Bryan at 727-277-
9502.

ARTISAN DESIGN TILE and Marble: Qual-
ity craftsmanship since 1983. Dedicated to 
providing superior installations at a fair price. 
Professional, courteous service at your con-
venience. Call Don, 941-993-6567. www.Arti-
sanDesignTileAndMarble.com.

RENTALS

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.sun-
coastinc.com.

WESTBAY POINT CONDO: 2BR/2BA, furnished, 
bay views. Six months with association approval. 
$1,550/month. 941-778-2824, 847-530-8833.

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 3BR/3BA 
canalfront on Oak Avenue. Bright and spa-
cious, walk to beach and stores. $3,000/
month. 941-321-5454.

1BR/1BA ANNUAL RENTAL available now. $950/
month. No pets, no smoking. One block from 
the beach. Dolores Baker Real Estate, 941-778-
7500. 

ONE BEDROOM FURNISHED, pool, one block to 
beach. $1,500/month includes utilities and fees. 
Annual lease. Sorry, no pets. 941-778-1915.

HOLMES BEACH HIDEAWAY: Across street from 
Gulf beaches. 1BR/2BA. $2,375/month, annual. 
727-999-1011.

ANNUAL GULFVIEW HOME: Steps to beach. 
2BR/2BA with den, two-car garage, sunroom, 
deck. 703-587-4675.

TURN THE PAGE for more classifi eds ...
REAL ESTATE

PHOTOGRAPHY

.com

941-778-2711

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045
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DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

I S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
State Lic. CBC1258250

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Family Owned and Operated since 1975

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential  
& Commercial
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We TWeeT TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941.778.7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

Island Limousine
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE

AIRPORT PERMITTED & LIVERY INSURED

IslandLimo.net   941-779-0043 

Place classifi ed 
ads online at 

www.islander.org
PropertyWatch

Island real estate 
transactions

By Jesse Brisson
Special to the islander

 525 72nd St., Holmes Beach, a 4,266 sfl a / 8,354 
sfur 5bed/5bath/2car canalfront pool home built in 
2009 on a 11,700 sq t lot was sold 05/03/18, Little 
Beach investments LLc to mcginnis for $2,425,000; 
list $2,600,000.
 535 70th St., Holmes Beach, a vacant canalfront 
13,939 sq ft lot was sold 05/10/18, Schlemmer to 
gold farm property LLc for $1,450,000.
 512 58th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,717 sfl a / 3,597 
sfur 3bed/3bath/2car canalfront pool home built in 
2016 on a 9,518 sq ft lot was sold 04/30/18, Robson 
to Boyett for $1,300,000; list $1,399,900.
 110 48th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,567 sfl a / 3,489 
sfur 4bed/3bath duplex built in 1951 on a 10,000 
sq ft lot was sold 05/03/18, Busch to Bean point 
properties LLc for $800,000.
 407 76th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,010 sfla 
4bed/3bath duplex built in 1955 on a 12,551 sq ft 

lot was sold 05/02/18, flinn to coral Lane Villas 
LLc for $550,000.
 2414 Ave. B, Bradenton Beach, a 1,788 sfl a / 
2,016 sfur 3bed/2bath duplex built in 1975 on a 
5,000 sq ft lot was sold 05/03/18, aqua props LLc 
to Wehner for $525,000.
 3010 ave. e, Holmes Beach, a 1,536 sfla 
2bed/2bath duplex built in 1970 on a 5,000 sq ft lot 
was sold 05/02/18, Heins to nash for $505,000.
 520 Spring ave., unit c, anna maria, a 720 sq 
ft 1bed/1bath condo built in 1940 was sold 04/27/18, 
carrier to mineo for $340,000.
 1801 Gulf Drive, Unit 169, Runaway Bay, Bra-
denton Beach, a 1,080 sfl a / 1,140 sfur 2bed/2bath 
condo with shared pool built in 1978 was sold 
05/03/18, fL property management LLc to 
cavanaugh for $340,000.
 1801 Gulf Drive, Unit 277, Runaway Bay, Bra-
denton Beach, a 1,080 sfl a / 1,140 sfur 2bed/2bath 
condo with shared pool built in 1978 was sold 
04/30/18, tinholt to Buffomante for $335,000; list 
$349,000.

Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay 
Realty of Anna Maria, can be reached at 941-778-
7244. 

Tired of paying ACA prices?  
Call me, James Thomas. I have  
affordable health care coverage.

        NO DEDUCTIBLES/NO CO-PAYS
941.357.0281 or james.thomas@ushadvisors.com

NATIONALLY 
LICENSED 
AGENT
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I S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S
RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTAL: FIRST Avenue West, Bra-
denton. 10 minutes to beach. 2BR/2BA, two-car 
garage, remodeled. No pets, smoking. 1,250 sf. 
941-792-6493.

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696

Mike  
Norman  
Realty

31O1 GULF DR  
HOLMES BEACH

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
sales@mikenormanrealty.com

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

BRIDGEPORT CONDO 2BR/2BA unit located across 
the street from beach with peeks of the Gulf AND Bay. Easy 
access to the beach, new hurricane-rated windows and sliding 
doors, updated kitchen. $359,000

DIRECT BAYFRONT 2BR/2BT condo just steps to beach. 
Complex offers scenic fishing pier, large pool, tennis, fitness 
room and clubhouse. Selling furnished. $399,000

DIRECT BAYFRONT Unmatched views of the bay from 
this unique, 4 BR property. Views of the water from EVERY 
room make you feel that you are on a boat rather than land. 
A must see! $950,000

LUXURY BEACHFRONT  3BR/3BA condo located in a 
premier complex on Anna Maria Island. Complex offers a 
huge, heated pool & Jacuzzi, garage, secured entrance and 
elevator. Selling “turn-key” furnished. $1,549,000

ANNA MARIA ¼ ACRE WATERFRONT just 250 steps to 
the beach. Bring your boat to the 60-foot dock or launch your 
paddle board/kayak right from your backyard! This property 
offers exceptional "old Florida" charm with tons of privacy 
from the serene, natural mangrove canal. Two vintage cot-
tages for a total of four rental apartments. $1,295,000

DIRECTLY ON BEACH spectacular 3BR/2.5BA home 
with panoramic water views from virtually every room. Two 
open porches and a shady patio on the ground level with 
fenced, beach-side courtyard. $2,155,000

CONTACT US TODAY
RENTALS@ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

WWW.ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

3001 GULF DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

DREAM VACATIONS
FOR YOUR

VACATION DREAMS

We TWeeT TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

941-778-0807 
tdolly1@yahoo.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

Professional Service to Anna Maria Island Since 1974

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS
SALES/RENTALS

HERON’S WATCH 10 minutes to beaches. 4 BR + Den. Excellently maintained, 
tastefully decorated.  No rental limitations. MLS A4142821. $359,000.

 MEADOWCROFT 1308 56TH ST. 1BR/1BA enclosed lanai. Turnkey furnished. 
Beach cottage decor in living room. Heated pool, tennis, clubhouse. $121,000.
VACATION/SEASONAL RENTALS GULFFRONT PROPERTIES BOOKING NOW

9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com 

New Location
Same Great Service

Full Service Property 
Management & Sales
Dina Franklin (owner)

Licensed Sales Associate  
& Property Manager

SINCE 1957

‘We are THE island.’

SWEEPING GULF VIEWS: This 2bed/2bath condo 
at Anna Maria Island Club has breathtaking Gulf 
views from the living room and master bedroom. 
A rare opportunity to own at one of the most sought-
after condo complexes on the Island. $650,000

KEY ROYALE HOME: Looking for a home large 
enough to accommodate the entire family? Then 
look no further. This split plan 4bed/4bath/2car pool 
home is situated on one of the largest lots on Anna 
Maria Island. $774,000

Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson • 941-713-4755

Place classifi ed 
ads online at 

www.islander.org

OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM SUNDAY JUNE 3

513 68TH ST., HOLMES BEACH 
4 BEDROOMS / 4.5 BATHS $2,149,000
Brand new construction on the grand canal! This 
home’s lifestyle fl oor plan features: Gorgeous master 
suite with offi ce or den on the mezzanine level, 3 
large guest suites, each with its own bath, all access 
elevator, large 2-car garage, water views and luxury 
fi nishes throughout. 2,900 sf.

806 NORTH BAY BLVD., ANNA MARIA
3 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS         $1,189,000
This bean point beauty has breathtaking views! 
Three ensuites and a large, open fl oor plan and 
vaulted ceilings. Solid-wood kitchen cabinets, granite 
surfaces and a six-burner gas cooktop. Close to 
beaches, shops and Rod & Reel Pier.  2,297sf. Mike Norman Realty

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

For professional real 
estate sales, call a 
true island native, 
born and raised on  
Anna Maria Island. 
Marianne 
Norman-Ellis. 
941.778.6696

REAL ESTATE

STARTING FROM THE low $300,000s. Only min-
utes from the beach, this new active adult com-
munity is perfectly located just south of Mana-
tee Avenue, off Village Green Parkway. Perfectly 
designed, open 2BR or 3BR/2BA plus den and 
two-car garage fl oor plans. Luxurious ameni-
ties, pool, spa, gym, pickleball and fenced-in 
dog park. HOA only $209/month. Models open 
daily. Contact us, 941-254-3330. www.Mirabel-
laFlorida.com.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND waterfront 3BR/2BA, two-
car garage. Heated caged pool and spa, dock 
and boat lift. Cathedral ceiling, large lot. Real 
Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

FOR SALE: WEST Bradenton 3BR/2BA, one-car 
garage. Fixer-upper at $165,000. Exclusive list-
ing. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

You can read it all online 
at www.islander.org
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 ACROSS

1 Picnic annoyance

8 Cold quarters

13 Racetrack informant

20 Like okapis and 
giraffes

21 Sit pensively

22 Cry from a survivor

23 Conversation over a 
few whiskeys?

25 Wear

26 Pose

27 Mario Vargas Llosa’s 
country

28 Strummed 
instrument, for short

29 Where butter and 
cheese are produced

30 ____ buddies

31 Moreover

32 Org. for drivers

33 Return to base

36 2015 Verizon purchase

38 Filth covering pecans 
and such?

45 Borodin opera prince

46 Fasten, in a way, with 
“in”

48 Asian holiday

49 Tush

50 Venison spread?

53 Relics, to Brits

55 “You betcha!”

56 Very beginning?

58 Give a leg up … or a 
hand

59 Lose one’s coat

60 Casting need

61 Notwithstanding

63 Brings on

64 Sprayed in the face

67 Hardly a dolt?

68 Powerful scents

69 Made up

70 Virus fighters

71 Director Wenders

72 Unnamed character 
in Camus’s “The 
Stranger”

73 Ground cover?

74 Connections

75 Buds come in them

80 Office’s counterpart

83 Avoid a jerk?

85 Mozart’s Don Alfonso 
and Leporello

86 Shout with an accent

88 Gathered intelligence 
(on)

89 It has lots on the 
internet

90 Break up with an 
“unbreakable” Ellie 
Kemper character?

93 “Black-ish” network

94 Part of a kit

95 It may be found next 
to a spade

96 Sashimi option

98 Ready for battle

100 DNA building block

105 Restroom sign

106 “What’s Going On” 
singer, 1971

107 Tampa Bay N.F.L.’er

110 Beats in the race

111 Puts a stop to 
sentimentality?

114 Term for a word that 
isn’t the dictionary 
but maybe should be

115 Subject of una 
serenata

116 Subject of the 2006 
documentary “When 
the Levees Broke”

117 Promenades

118 Rehab program

119 Plug

 DOWN

1 Cake with rum

2 Hovering craft

3 Understand

4 Industry, for short

5 Treat on a stick

6 Stuns, in a way

7 Intruded (on)

8 Watson’s company

9 Cavity filler

10 Be a witness

11 Exude

12 Loving verse?

13 Some pageant wear

14 Brought charges 
against

15 Daddy

16 Criticize severely

17 Part of a makeshift 
swing

18 ____ after

19 Depend

24 “Just pretend I’m 
right”

29 Singer of high notes

30 Scottish accents

33 Dusted off, say

34 James who won a 
posthumous Pulitzer

35 Says, informally

37 “When the Levees 
Broke” director

39 High ____

40 Publisher in a robe, 
familiarly

41 Algonquian Indians

42 Open, as a bottle

43 Prince and others

44 Some drink garnishes

46 Fish whose name 
sounds like the past 
tense of 46-Across?

47 Greets silently

51 Begets

52 Take back

54 3-3, e.g.

57 Site of one of the 
Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World

61 Professional fixer, for 
short

62 Uses Gchat, e.g.

63 Scornful sound

64 H. G. Wells villain

65 Four-time Australian 
Open winner

66 Picasso, e.g.

67 Recent arrival

68 Personalized music 
gift

69 Backyard shindig, 
informally

70 Perfect score, or half 
of a score

71 Smart remarks

73 Zooey of Fox’s “New 
Girl”

75 Long, narrow pieces 
of luggage

76 Modify

77 Where Hemingway 
wrote “The Old Man 
and the Sea”

78 Old Chrysler

79 ____ terrier

81 Parties

82 Pastor role in “There 
Will Be Blood”

84 Keeper of the books, 
for short

87 Japanese appetizer

91 Lifts

92 Everything

94 Appear that way

97 101 course

99 “… I’ll eat ____!”

100 Order (around)

101 May or Bee

102 Prevent from 
clumping, say

103 In conclusion

104 Sway

107 Random data point

108 ____ Reader

109 Powerful politico

111 & 112 Coupled

113 “Collage With 
Squares Arranged 
According to the 
Laws of Chance” 
artist

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79

80 81 82 83 84

85 86 87 88 89

90 91 92 93 94

95 96 97 98 99

100 101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108 109

110 111 112 113

114 115 116

117 118 119

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

www.annamariaislandresorts.net 877.867.8842

Everything you’re looking for

Visit WWW.ISLANDER.ORG for the best news on Anna Maria Island.
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page 32
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Essential Storm-Ready News • May 30, 2018

Beat the storm. 
You win!
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Storm Avengers of the ’18 hurricane season
 This is The Islander’s annual Storm Avengers 
Readiness Guide for the 2018 Atlantic hurricane 
season, which is June 1-Nov. 30.
 As the new season opened, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency was still issuing pay-
ments for damages caused by hurricanes and tropi-
cal storms in 2017. And those who suffered the 
most severe damage last year, were still recovering, 
rebuilding, repairing.
 But disaster relief officials emphasized that 
residents in the Atlantic hurricane zone must look 
ahead and prepare by reviewing emergency plans and 
restocking supplies.
 “Last year, hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Nate 
proved again that the entire Gulf Coast is at risk 
from storms and that several hurricanes can strike 
in a single season,” said Ken Graham, director of 
NOAA’s National Hurricane Center. “Don’t wait for a 
hurricane to be on your doorstep to make a prepared-
ness plan, by then it may be too late. Take the time 
now to get prepared for the season ahead.”

Get ready…

 • Recheck your supply of boards, tools, batteries, 
nonperishable foods and other equipment needed to 
secure your property.
 • Restock your survival kit, including medicines, 
special dietary foods, blankets, pillows, sleeping 
bags, flashlight, lots of batteries, a portable radio, 
clothing, lightweight folding chairs, cots, personal 
items, quiet games and toys, important papers and 
snacks. If you have a pet, include its needs as well.
 • Review a plan for where you’ll go if you need 
to leave home. Friends on the mainland or hurricane 
shelter locations should be identified and routes to 
safe shelters considered.

Get set …

 When advisories list Southwest Florida as a 
threatened region, pay attention to weather broad-
casts and: 
 • Fill your vehicle with gasoline and be sure to 
check the oil, tires and wiper blades.
 • Collect your hurricane survival kit.
 • Be prepared to board windows or protect them 
with tape or storm shutters. Remember, damage to 

small windows is mostly caused by wind-driven 
debris. Damage to larger windows may come from 
debris, as well as wind pressure.
 • Bring indoors patio furniture, potted plants, 
lawn ornaments and anything that can be moved. 
Secure outdoor objects that can’t be moved.
 • Stock up on drinking water. Bathtubs, jugs, 
coolers,  bottles or pots can be used, or buy bottled 
water. Remember, water service may be disrupted 
for days or weeks after a hurricane. You should have 
a gallon of water per person per day, and you should 
have at least a five-day supply.
 • Stock up on nonperishable food. Remember 
that electricity may be off for days or weeks, so make 
plans for alternatives to prepare food or have food 
that can be eaten cold. Check to make sure you have 
a manual can opener.
 • Check all battery-powered equipment. Hurri-
cane experts caution against candles due to the threat 
of fire. 
 • Stock up on cleanup materials: mops, buckets, 
towels, cleansers, protective gloves and the like.
 • Make arrangements for boarding your pet. Pet-

friendly shelters will open in Manatee County, but the 
animal must have all its shots and paperwork and be 
maintained in a carrier or kennel.
 If hurricane advisories list Southwest Florida as 
a possible landfall for a hurricane:
 • Board all windows.
 • Be prepared to leave. Remember, traffic leaving 
home will be worse than you can imagine. Hurricane 
authorities predict it will take 12-17 hours to evacuate 
the island.
 • Watch or listen to local news broadcasts for 
shelter openings. 

Get gone…

 If officials order an evacuation:
 • Leave your swimming pool filled and super 
chlorinate. If possible, remove the pump, otherwise 
cover the pool.
 • Turn off electricity and water to the property.
 • Turn off gas valves at the appliance, not at the 
main valve.
 • Let your friends and relatives know where 
you’re going.
 • Check with neighbors to make sure they have 
a safe, timely ride out of the area.
 • Leave.

Get back …

 • Be patient. Access to damaged areas will be 
limited and you may not be able to return to your 
home immediately. Roads may be blocked by trees 
and live power lines and emergency crews will need 
time to make the area safe. 
 • Expect security checkpoints and make sure 
you have valid identification showing your local 
address.
 • Do not drive unless you must and don’t sightsee. 
Roads and bridges should remain clear for emergency 
vehicles.
 • Avoid downed or damaged electrical wires.
 • Beware of snakes, insects and animals that may 
have sought higher ground to avoid floodwaters. Wear 
protective gloves and boots.
 • Re-enter your home with caution. Open win-
dows and doors to let air circulate and dry out the 
house.
 • Be cautious with fire until you have checked the 
area thoroughly for gas fumes and take care to use a 
generator only as directed in the instructions.
 • Assess and photograph damage to structures 
and contents to hasten insurance claims.
 • As soon as feasible, report any broken power, 
water, sewer or gas lines to authorities.

Ed Straight, president of Wildlife Inc., shares the 
walkway at his home Sept. 12, 2017, with some of 
the 30 carriers used to evacuate wildlife Sept. 9 
ahead of Hurricane Irma. Islander Photo: Chri-
sAnn Silver Esformes

Vehicles cue up 
in line at Citgo, 
3015 Gulf Drive 
N., Holmes Beach, 
waiting to fill up 
their tanks with 
gas the afternoon 
of Sept. 7, 2017. 
Islander Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell

Matthew and Deb 
Myers of Bridge Street 
Interiors/Mermaid 
Haven help their 
business neighbors 
board windows Sept. 
7, 2017, in advance 
of Hurricane Irma 
in Bradenton Beach. 
Owners Gayden Shell 
and Amanda Esco-
bio look on. Islander 
Photo: Kathy Prucnell

Tom Rulon of Holmes Beach shovels sand into a 
garbage bag held Sept. 7, 2017, by his nephew, 
Griffin Love. Islander Photo: Terry O’Connor
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Stormy weather
 The critical number: 74.
 A tropical storm becomes a hurricane when winds 
reach 74 mph.
 Typical hurricanes are about 300 miles wide, 
although they vary considerably in size. The eye at 
a hurricane’s center is relatively calm, a clear area 
about 20-40 miles across.
 The wall surrounding the eye is composed of 
dense clouds that contain the highest winds in the 
storm.
 A storm’s outer rain bands — often with hur-
ricane or tropical storm-force winds — are made up 
of bands of dense thunderstorms ranging from a few 
miles to tens of miles wide and 50-300 miles long.
 Hurricane-force winds can extend outward to 
about 25 miles in a small hurricane and out to more 
than 150 miles for a large hurricane. Tropical storm-
force winds can stretch as far as 300 miles from the 
center of a large hurricane.
 Frequently, the right side of a hurricane is the 
most dangerous in terms of storm surge, winds and 
tornadoes.
 A hurricane’s speed and path depend on com-
plex ocean and atmospheric interactions, including 
the presence or absence of other weather patterns. 
 Experts say do not focus on the eye or the track 
because hurricanes are immense systems that can 

move in complex patterns and be difficult to predict. 
Be prepared for changes in size, intensity, speed and 
direction.

Buildup to the big storm

 Tropical cyclones are low-pressure systems that 
include thunderstorms and rotate counterclockwise.
 A tropical cyclone with winds of 38 mph or less 

is a tropical depression.
 When the tropical cyclone’s winds reach 39-73 
mph, it is upgraded to a tropical storm.
 The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale defines 
hurricane strength by categories, but the category of 
the storm does not necessarily relate directly to the 
damage it can inflict. 
 Lower category storms and even tropical storms 
can cause substantial damage depending on what 
other weather features they interact with, where they 
strike and the speed at which they move.

From breeze to blasts 

 In wind speeds of: 
 • 1-3 mph, smoke drifts, small ripples appear on 
water.
 • 8-12 mph, leaves move on land, crests start to 
break on the water.
 • 25-31 mph, large tree branches move, telephone 
wires “whistle” and umbrellas pull away.
 • 32-38 mph, large trees sway and it can be dif-
ficult to walk. On the water, large waves develop.
 • 47-54 mph, shingles are blown off roofs. On 
water, there’s high waves and rolling sea.
 • Excess of 74 mph, there is some destruction on 
land. And on water, waves reach more than 14 meters 
high and the air is filmed with foam and spray.

Pet-friendly planner
 The loss resulting from Hurricane Katrina in 
August 2005 was catastrophic.
 Among the casualties and tragedies: An estimated 
600,000 animals were either stranded or killed.
 In the wake of Katrina, emergency management 
planners stress that any disaster threatening humans 
also threatens animals.
 Today, making arrangements for pets — among 
the most vulnerable in a storm — is part of any 
household disaster planning. Animal advocates even 
encourage the petless to plan to help neighbors cope 
with canine and feline companions.
 Some recommendations from the specialists at 
animal welfare organizations:
 • Make sure your pet has immunizations — and 
a microchip.
 • Friends or relatives in a safe area are the best 
choice for sheltering you and your pet.

 • If planning to go to a motel, determine in 
advance whether pets are welcome and what rules 
apply. A good resource is www.petswelcome.com.
 • If planning to board a pet, check whether your 
veterinarian will be boarding during the emergency. 
There’s a chance the local vet’s office will be evacuat-
ing.
 • Pack a pet survival kit that includes an ID collar 
and rabies license tag, leashes, water and food bowls, 
medications, food to last about two weeks, newspa-
pers/plastic bags for waste disposal, toys and comfort 
items. And treats!
 • Pets should have secure carriers or collapsible 
kennels. Carriers should be large enough for pets to 
stand comfortably and turn around. Familiarize pets 
with the carrier ahead of time, because the carrier 
should be a comforting refuge if the animal must live 
in it for days or weeks after the storm. Pets evacu-

Dogs must remain ken-
neled while at a public 

shelter for displaced 
pets following Hurri-

cane Ike in September 
2008. Islander Photo: 

Jocelyn Augustino/
FEMA

ated to a county-designated, pet-friendly shelter are 
required to remain in their kennel. Kennels are not 
provided.
 • Throughout an evacuation, your pet will need 
calm and reassurance. Keep as close to a pet’s normal 
routine as possible and speak to the animal regularly 
in a calm voice.
 • After the storm passes, take precautions if allow-
ing a pet outdoors. Familiar scents and sights may be 
altered or gone, disorienting the animal. Additionally, 
debris, insects, wildlife and water may present haz-
ards.
 • And, if you lose your pet, go searching for your 
Fido or Kitty, ASAP.

Get your hurricane on .... The Islander 
“more-than-a-mullet-wrapper” tie-die 

shirt is the closest thing 
on AMI to a hurricane -- 
except for the cocktail  

of the same name. AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORGS-XL = $12,  XXL = $15

Baby Joy is prepared for a storm with a soft kennel 
and a blanket.
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Categorizing 
’canes: 74 
mph and 
beyond

 U.S. forecasters use the Saffir-Simpson Hurri-
cane Scale for categorizing hurricanes. 
 In general, damage rises by a factor of four for 
every category increase. But even the smallest of 
storms can cause catastrophe.

Category 1

 • Wind: 74-95 mph.
 • Surge: 4-5 feet.
 • Effects: No real damage to building structures. 
Damage primarily to unanchored mobile homes, 
shrubbery and trees. Also, some coastal flooding and 
minor pier damage.

Category 2

 • Wind: 96-110 mph.
 • Surge: 6-8 feet.
 • Effects: Some roofing material, door and 
window damage. Considerable damage to vegeta-
tion, mobile homes. Flooding damages piers and 
small craft in unprotected moorings may break its 
moorings.

Category 3

 • Wind: 111-130 mph.
 • Surge: 9-12 feet.
 • Effects: Some structural damage to small resi-
dences and utility buildings, with a minor amount of 
curtain-wall failures. Mobile homes are destroyed. 
Flooding near the coast destroys smaller structures 
with larger structures damaged by floating debris. 
Terrain may be flooded well inland.

Category 4

 • Wind: 131-155 mph.
 • Surge: 13-18 feet.
 • Effects: More extensive curtain-wall failures 
with some complete roof-structure failure on small 
residences. Major erosion of beach areas. Terrain may 
be flooded well inland.

Category 5

 • Wind: 155 mph and more.
 • Surge: 18 feet and more.
 • Effects: Complete roof failure on many build-
ings. Some complete building failures. Flooding 
causes major damage to lower floors of all structures 
near the shoreline. Massive evacuation of residential 
areas may be required.

Atlantic forecast: 10-16 named storms
 The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administra-
tion says there’s a 75 percent chance the 2018 Atlan-
tic hurricane season will be near- or above-normal. 
 Federal forecasters predict a 35 percent chance 
of an above-normal season, a 40 percent chance of 
a near-normal season and a 25 percent chance of a 
below-normal season for the upcoming hurricane 
season, which extends from June 1 to Nov. 30.
 “With the advances made in hardware and com-
puting over the course of the last year, the ability of 
NOAA scientists to both predict the path of storms 
and warn Americans who may find themselves in 
harm’s way is unprecedented,” Secretary of Com-
merce Wilbur Ross said in a statement released with 
the forecast.
 Ross also said, “The devastating hurricane season 
of 2017 demonstrated the necessity for prompt and 
accurate hurricane forecasts.”
 NOAA’s forecasters predict a 70 percent likeli-
hood of 10 to 16 named storms, with winds of 39 
mph or higher.  Five to nine of those storms could 
become hurricanes, with winds of 74 mph or higher, 
including one to four major hurricanes with winds of 
111 mph or higher.
 Earlier this year, forecasters at Colorado State 
University released their spring prediction, stating in 
the summary, “We anticipate a slightly above-aver-
age probability for major hurricanes making landfall 
along the continental United States coastline and in 
the Caribbean.”
 CSU Scientists Philip J. Klotzbach and Michael 
M. Bell predicted: 14 named storms, 70 named storm 
days, seven hurricanes, 30 hurricane days, three major 
hurricanes and seven major hurricane days. 
 An average hurricane season produces 12 named 
storms, of which six become hurricanes, including 
three major hurricanes.
 In 2017, there were 17 named storms, 10 hur-
ricanes, six major hurricanes.
 The possibility of a weak El Nino developing, 
along with near-average sea-surface temperatures 
across the tropical Atlantic Ocean and the Carib-
bean Sea, are two of the factors driving NOAA’s 
outlook. 
 Those factors are set upon a backdrop of atmo-
spheric and oceanic conditions conducive to hurri-
cane development and have been producing stronger 
Atlantic hurricane seasons since 1995.
 “Preparing ahead of a disaster is the responsibil-
ity of all levels of government, the private sector and 
the public,” said acting FEMA deputy Administrator 
Daniel Kaniewski.
 Kaniewski added, “It only takes one storm to dev-
astate a community so now is the time to prepare. Do 
you have adequate insurance, including flood insur-
ance? Does your family have a communication and 
evacuation plan? Stay tuned to your local news and 
download the FEMA app to get alerts, and make sure 
you heed any warnings issued by local officials.”
 In addition to the Atlantic hurricane outlook, 
NOAA also issued seasonal hurricane outlooks for 
the Eastern and Central Pacific basins. An 80 percent 
chance of a near- or above-normal season is predicted 
for both regions. 

 The Eastern Pacific outlook calls for a 70 percent 
probability of 14 to 20 named storms, of which seven 
to 12 are expected to become hurricanes, including 
three to seven major hurricanes.
 The Central Pacific outlook calls for a 70 percent 
probability of three to six tropical cyclones, which 
includes tropical depressions, tropical storms and 
hurricanes.
 NOAA will update its Atlantic seasonal outlook 
in early August, just before the peak of the season.
 Colorado State University also is expected to 
update its outlook in late summer.

A typical hurricane is about 300 miles wide, but 
storms vary in size. The eye at the center of the 
hurricane is relatively calm — about 20-40 miles 
wide. Islander File Photo

An image of Hurricane Irma in the Atlantic, provided by hurricane hunters with the National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration. Islander Courtesy Photo

Florida Power and 
Light employees 

replace a power pole 
Sept. 13, 2017, on 

South Bay Boulevard in 
Anna Maria. The previ-
ous pole, left, had been 

snapped Sept. 10 by  
high winds from Hur-
ricane Irma. Islander 
Photo: Bianca Benedí
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“Building the Best,
Repairing the Rest”

Visit our showroom at the MarineDocktor 
in Cortez for all your dock accessories.

12044 Cortez Rd. West • Cortez • 941-792-5322
State Cert# CRC 049564

• Seawall Caps
• Rock Revetments
• Pilings
• Concrete
• Repair
• Sales
• Service
• Supplies
• Design
• Build
• Permitting

Seawalls • Custom Docks • Boat Lifts

Storm names: Short, distinctive
 Hurricane Helene might materialize this year, but 
never Hazel, who was retired way back in 1954.
 Atlantic tropical storms are named from lists — 
there are six of them — maintained and updated by an 
international committee of the World Meteorological 
Organization.
 The lists are used in rotation and recycled every 

six years. So the 2018 list will be used again in 
2024.
 The use of short, distinctive, assigned names is 
quicker and less subject to error than use of latitude-
longitude identification methods for storms.
 These advantages are especially important in 
exchanging detailed storm information between 

hundreds of widely scattered stations, coastal bases 
and ships at sea, according to the National Hurricane 
Center.
 The first lists originated with the NHC in 1953 
and, at the time, featured only women’s names. Men’s 
names were introduced in 1979 and now alternate 
with women’s names on the lists.
 If a storm forms in the offseason, it will take the 
next name in the list based on the current calendar 
date. For example, if a tropical cyclone formed Dec. 
28, it would take the name from the previous season’s 
list of names.
 And if a storm forms in April, it would be named 
from the upcoming season’s list of names.
 In the event more than 21 tropical cyclones occur 
in the Atlantic basin in a season, additional storms 
will take names from the Greek alphabet — Alpha, 
Beta, Gamma, Delta and so on.
 The only time there is a change in the list is if a 
storm proves so deadly or costly that the future use of 
its name for a different storm would be insensitive.
 The decision to strike a name from a list is 
made by the WMO committee, which also decides a 
replacement name.
 A number of names have been retired since the 
lists were created.

Retired from 2017

 The following names were retired in 2017: 
Harvey, Irma, Maria and Nate.

A message for Irma covering the windows at Hurricane Hanks in Holmes Beach in September 2017 drew 
the attention — and a good laugh — from islander Irma Yatros. Islander File Photo

As you all know, severe storm events can 
occur here, and it’s important that your 
generator is ready to go at all times. Miller 
Electric can set up your panel to maximize 
your generator — no matter how big or 
small. Call us today!

HAVE CONFIDENCE IN A ROOFING CONTRACTOR WITH THE SAME NAME, 
SAME OWNERS AND SERVING THE COMMUNITY OVER 41 YEARS.
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Prepare a Survival Kit For Your Pets
• Current photo of your pets

• Leash & collar with ID
• Proof of vaccinations • Carrier or cage
• Two week supply of food and water

• Food/water bowls/can-opener
• Medications • Cat litter and pan • Trash bags

Island Animal Clinic 
Full-Service Veterinary Clinic, William Bystrom, DVM

5343 Gulf Drive, Suite 900, 941-778-2445 LIC# CBC1253145LICC CCBCC125353145

Weatherside LLC • Based in Holmes Beach
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045

ARE YOU 
STORM READY?

Hurricane 
windows and fabrics

Impact 
Windows and Doors

CFC1426956 • CPC1458908 • CAC1818472 

 

Serving our Community  
Since 1985 

Natural Solutions for your best friend!

If you have to evacuate, your pet will 
need shots! Mobile Pet Hospital is at 

Perks4Pets once a month. Call for 
details! We have everything you 

need for your pets to 
weather out storm season.

You can count on Grooms 
to ensure your car is ready 

and reliable every day.. 

We build strong homes, 
meant to last tides and time.

Phone 941.778.1015
5345 Gulf Drive, Suite 300, Holmes Beach

www.shorelinebuildersfl .com

Ticktock! Check the clock!
Hurricane season is here!

ALLPRO DOES WINDOWS - DOORS - AND MORE
• Replacement Windows • Exterior Doors

• Sliding Glass Doors • French Doors
• Hurricane Protection

100 PERCENT FINANCING AVAILABLE
Two fi nancing options to pay for your project.

3637 Cortez Rd. W.
Bradenton
941.242.0262

Allprohomeimprovementservices.com
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We Install Confi dence

FLORIDA CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR
CCC026478 & CCC045924

MANSON ROOFING INC.

HAVE YOUR ROOF INSPECTED PRIOR TO 
INCLEMENT WEATHER AND HURRICANES

Be prepared to protect your 
most important assets.

HAVE CONFIDENCE IN A ROOFING CONTRACTOR WITH THE SAME NAME, 
SAME OWNERS, SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 41 YEARS!

WATER REMOVAL 
& CARPET CLEANING

WATER REMOVAL 
& CARPET CLEANING
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Independently Owned and Operated • Bonded and Insured

SERVPRO of Bradenton 
941-792-7715

Fire & Water – Cleanup & Restoration™

Like it never even happened.®

specializing in high-rise buildings 
and large losses 

We’ll help you with all the supplies you 
 need to be “storm ready.”

CHECK LIST 
FOR STORM

PREPARATIONS:
 Lanterns & Fuel  Hand Tools
 Flashlights  Can Openers
 Batteries  Portable Radios   
 Candles  Coolers
 Tapes  Sandbags
 Plastic Bags  Propane Cylinders
 Nails     for Stoves & Grills

AMI Centre, 3352 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach
Open Daily

For All Your 
Insurance Needs…

5412 Marina Dr.• Island Shopping Center 
Holmes Beach • jim.mixon2@verizon.net

Jim Mixon Insurance Inc.

J

II

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ oin our family of  
satisfied customers. 
As an independent 
agency, we tailor 
the best insurance 
protection at 
competitive prices. 
Ask us about the many 
advantages of doing 
business with 
an independent 
insurance agency. 

CCCCall 
777778-2253

We’ve experienced many hurricane seasons on AMI.  
Personal advice from three Island natives: Prepare. 

Don’t panic. Possessions are replaceable.

Remember to plan for pets…

Dina Franklin, Licensed Sales Associate
9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com

SINCE 
1957

During any emergency 
we are there for you!

The Island Experts Since 1972
5347 Gulf Drive #4

Holmes Beach Business Center 
941-778-9622

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS!
Serving the Islands since 1972 C

A
C

O
44

36
5

2018 Atlantic 
Hurricane season

Names  Date formed
Alberto  May 25
Beryl  __________
Chris  __________
Debby  __________
Ernesto  __________
Florence __________
Gordon  __________
Helene  __________
Isaac  __________
Joyce  __________
Kirk  __________
Leslie  __________
Michael __________
Nadine  __________
Oscar  __________
Patty  __________
Rafael  __________
Sara  __________
Tony  __________
Valerie  __________
William  __________

8700 Cortez Road W., Bradenton 
Phone 792.9304 • Fax 792.9354

M-F 7:30-5 • Sat 8-noon

PUMP &
SPRINKLERCORTEZ

SUPPLY

Public 
Welcome

Sump pumps,
pump repair and 
pool chemicals.

We Carry 
Sprinkler Sup-

plies

Prepare Early, Prepare 
NOW for Storm Season

STOCK UP ON 
BATTERIES NOW!

We also offer computer backup 
batteries and fl ashlight batteries.

6565 Manatee Ave. W. Bradenton

5360 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach • 941-778-4140 
“where the locals gather”
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Storm Avengers Storm AvengersStorm Avengers

Boaters: brace against wind, waves
a pile up.
 • Lifts and davits are not recommended for boat 
storage during a storm.
 • The best offshore mooring to ride out a storm 
is in the center of a canal or narrow river where at 
least double the number of mooring lines can be 
secured to both shores, port and starboard, fore and 
aft.
 • Do not raft vessels together at moorings or 
docks, especially if larger and smaller vessels are 
involved. The probability of damage to the vessels 
is greater than if they are moored singly.

 • If the vessel must remain dockside at a private 
dock or marina, heavy-duty fender boards should 
be used on a bare-wood center piling. Lines should 
be doubled and even tripled in length where neces-
sary to hold a vessel in the center of a berth or off 
a seawall or dock pilings.
 • If moving a boat, be sure to get going before 
bridges are locked down.
 • Do not stay aboard a vessel during a storm.
 Sources: National Hurricane Center, Florida 
Division of Emergency Management, American 
Boating Association.

 When a tropical storm or hurricane affects the 
state, Florida’s boat owners and operators have more 
to be concerned about than just their homes and 
families.
 Some tips and cautions for boaters in hurricane 
season: 
 • If an anchorage/mooring plan calls for moving 
vessels and there is suffi cient notice, a boater should 
relocate at least 48-72 hours before a storm is fore-
cast to strike.
 • Boating experts recommend having at least 
two storm anchors, with extra long nylon line and 
chain.
 • Replace smaller, two-hole cleats with larger 
four-hole cleats backed with aluminum, stainless 
steel or marine plywood plates.
 • Make sure fuel tanks are full, fuel fi lters are 
clean, batteries are charged, bilges are clean, cockpit 
drains are clear, fi re-fi ghting equipment is working 
and lifesaving equipment is in good condition.
 • Remove or secure deck gear, portable gear, 
radio antennas, outriggers, chairs, benches, deck 
boxes, bimini tops and canvas/curtains, sails, boom, 
extra halyards, canister rafts and dinghies. Make 
sure hatches, ports, doors, lazarettes and the sailboat 
rudder are secure.
 • If a vessel is moored at a dock or a canal, in a 
river or in a marina near the Gulf, it is possible that 
with an additional 5-10 feet or greater storm surge, 
the vessel can pound against the dock or crash into 
pilings.
 • Canals may be a good choice for storing a 
boat in a storm. However, using east-west canals can 
bring disaster when a hurricane approaches across 
the Gulf of Mexico traveling east to the mainland. 
If a boat breaks loose, a domino effect can result in 

Caution: No wake
 Longtime islanders are fond of saying that for 
whatever reason Anna Maria Island has not suffered 
a direct hurricane strike. And they’re still saying so 
after September 2017, when forecasts put the island in 

the path of Hurricane Irma but the storm made land-
fall to the south and weakened as it moved north.
 But our old-timers cannot say the same about 
flooding, which can occur during routine rain-
storms.
 Driving through flooded streets can damage 
vehicles, as well as threaten the health and safety of 
people, pets and wildlife.
 Consider:
 • Floods are the most common hazards in the 
United States.
 • Floods can be local — impacting a neighbor-
hood or community — as can be the case of thunder-
storm-associated fl oods; or they can impact an entire 
region, as can be the case in a hurricane.
 • Most cars will fl oat and can be swept away in 

Get tagged 
to return

 Before the season’s first tropical depression 
develops, check to see that the hang tag is still hang-
ing out in the glovebox.
 Island residents need to register and obtain re-
entry tags in order to be readmitted after an evacua-
tion. And the arrival of the 2018 Atlantic hurricane 
season is a good time to make sure the tag is handy 
and hasn’t been tossed out at the car wash, appropri-
ated for a bookmark or kicked under the car seat.
 The tags are distributed at each of the three city 
halls.
 One tag is issued per residence to applicants with 
photo identifi cation and proof of residency.
 Anna Maria residents seeking information about 
tags can call city hall at 941-708-6130.
 In Holmes Beach, call the police department at 
941-708-5807.
 In Bradenton Beach, call city hall at 941-778-
1005. 

Get CodeRed

Bobby 
Farmer, 
Tom Polch 
and Andy 
VanHook of 
N.E. Taylor 
Boatworks 
raise a 
sailboat at 
the 119th 
Street docks 
in Cortez in 
preparation 
for Hurri-
cane Irma. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Kathy Pruc-
nell

18-24 inches of moving water.
 • Trucks and SUVs do not fare much better, with 
only 6-12 more inches of clearance.
 • Flooded roads can wash away, making the water 
much deeper than it appears.
 • After driving through high water, quickly wash 
the vehicle and its undercarriage.
 Precautions:
 • Keep any vehicle well-maintained and outfi tted 
with emergency supplies.
 • In a ground-fl oor home on the island, consider 
raising expensive furniture, appliances and electron-
ics, as well as the AC air handler and condenser.
 • Look around a property to keep drains clear and 
remove any vegetation that might clog the stormwa-
ter drainage system.

Holmes Beach Police Chief Bill Tokajer, right, coordinates re-entry at 2:30 p.m. Sept. 11, 2017, with a Bra-
denton police offi cer following the evacuation for Hurricane Irma. Islander Photo: Michael Stahr

 Manatee County’s CodeRED Emergency Notifi -
cation System provides voice, text and email notifi ca-
tions for weather emergencies, as well as hazardous 
road conditions, boil-water advisories and AMBER 
alerts.
 People can sign up at public.coderedweb.com 

by providing a street address, telephone number and 
email address.
 County offi cials stress CodeRED does not replace 
other tools for getting information — local news sites, 
including The Islander, social media, television and 
radio and, of course, the island’s coconut telegraph.



THE ISLANDER n 2018 SToRm PLANNER n 9

Smartphones, storm central
 Hey, Alexa, what are the coordi-
nates for Tropical Storm Chris?
 Hey, Siri, where is Hurricane 
Oscar?
 Hey, Cortana, when is TS Sara due 
to make landfall?
 If Oscar or Sara or Chris materi-
alize, the knowledge navigator built 
into smartphones and other devices 
will know the whirling storm’s track.
 Plus, more than a dozen apps 
exist for tracking hurricanes and other 
severe weather for smartphones and 
other mobile devices.

 Some apps are available for free, 
including:
 • NOAA World Radar, with storm 
forecasts that include wind speeds, wind 
quadrants and predicted paths, as well as 
NOAA alerts.
 • WunderMap by Weather Under-
ground, with radar, satellite, current 
conditions and forecasts from more than 
33,000 personal weather stations.
 • Hurricane by American Red Cross, 
which contains storm tracking and alerts, 
but also step-by-step instructions to pre-
pare and respond.

 • The Weather Channel, which fea-
tures radar maps and severe weather 
alerts.
 Top-ranked for-sale apps include 
Dark Sky for day-to-day weather; Hur-
ricane Tracker, which outlasts many 
reporters on the scene; NOAA Hur-
ricane Center and NOAA Radar Pro, 
with overlay maps and seven-day fore-
casts.
 And, during quiet periods this 
storm season, we suggest trying, “Hey, 
Alexa, tell me a joke.”

A number of apps — available 
for free or a few bucks — track 

storms, deliver forecasts and 
offer advice. Islander Photo: 

Screenshot iTunes Store

Radar Live displays the latest 
imagery from NOAA radar sta-
tions, along with weather condi-
tions and forecasts for multiple 
locations. Islander Photo: Screen-
shot

Hashtag for hurricanes
 Just before the Atlantic hurricane 
season offi cially opened, Twitter was 
abuzz over #Alberto, which formed May 
25 in the northwestern Caribbean and 
was threatening to drench Memorial Day 
weekend .
 Social media has become one of the 
most effective ways to follow weather 
news, track storms and get emergency 
updates.
 The simplest ways of staying up 
to date are to search for hashtags — 
#hurricane — or to follow the National 
Hurricane Center at @NWSNHC or @
NHC_Atlantic.
 NASA uses @NASAHurricane 
while NOAA dispatches info via @
NOAA_HurrHunter and the National 
Weather Service informs via @NWS 
and @NWSTampaBay. 
 NOAA also is on Facebook, as is 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and the popular Weather Under-
ground.

Additional resources

 • Manatee County Emergency Man-
agement: www.mymanatee.org.
 • Florida Division of Emergency 
Management: www.fl oridadisaster.org.
 • NOAA hurricane hunters: www.
aoc.noaa.gov.
 • National Climatic Data Center: 
www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/c l imate /
severeweather/hurricanes.html.
 • FEMA: www.fema.gov.
 • National Flood Insurance Program: 

www.fl oodsmart.gov.
 • National Hurricane Center: www.
nhc.noaa.gov.
 • U.S. Coast Guard storm center: 
www.uscg.mil/news/stormcenter.
 • Weather Underground: www.wun-
derground.com/hurricane.
 • The Islander: www.islander.org.

Print resources

 The Islander has contingency plans 
to continue publishing through a storm, 
as do local daily newspapers, including 

the Bradenton Herald and the Sarasota 
Herald-Tribune.
 Especially in the event of widespread 
and lengthy power outages, newspapers 
may be the most reliable form of com-
municating information.

TV resources

 Local television will report breaking 
news and updates in the event of a storm 
and Bay News 9 provides 24-hour news. 
Keep in mind, however, cable networks 
may not be available in a storm event.

Social media 
can be an effec-
tive way to track 
storm news, as 
well as share 
storm news. 
Islander Photo: 
Pixabay

WE TWEET 
TOO

@ami_islander
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Translating storm terminology
“IRMA TAKING ITS TIME 

MOVING AWAY FROM CUBA. LIFE-
THREATENING STORM SURGE 
EXPECTED IN THE FLORIDA KEYS 
AND THE WEST COAST OF FLOR-
IDA ...”
 The National Weather Service issued 
the bulletin at 11 p.m. Sept. 9, 2017.
 Clear.
 Concise.
 And conveying the message uni-
formly and quickly is the objective of 
those tasked with monitoring storms, 
reporting the weather and coordinating 
emergency responses.
 A look at some of the terms used 
during the hurricane season:
 • Closest point of approach or 
CPA: The point where the hurricane 
eye comes closest to shore without 
making landfall.
 • Coastal fl ood warning: A warning 
that signifi cant wind-forced fl ooding is 
expected along low-lying coastal areas.
 • Coastal flood watch: An alert 
that signifi cant wind-forced fl ooding is 
expected along low-lying coastal areas.

• County Division of Emergency 
Management: The local government 
agency created to discharge emergency 
management responsibilities and func-
tions of the county.
 • County Emergency Operations 
Center or EOC: The county facility 
that serves as a central location for the 
coordination and control of all emer-
gency preparedness and response activ-
ities.

 • Emergency public shelter: 
Generally, a public school or other 
such structure designated by county 
offi cials as a place of refuge.
 • Evacuation time: The lead-time 
that a populated coastal jurisdiction 
must have to safely relocate all resi-
dents of vulnerable areas from an 
approaching hurricane. 
 • Flood warning: Indicates the 
expected severity of fl ooding, as well 
as where and when the fl ooding will 
occur.
 • Forward speed: The rate of 
movement of the hurricane eye is 
stated in miles per hour or knots.
 • Gale warning: Is defi ned as sus-
tained winds within the range of 39-54 
miles an hour (34-47 knots), either 

predicted or occurring. Gale warnings 
are not normally issued during tropical 
cyclone situations.
 • Hurricane: The term is used when 
winds reach constant speed of 74 mph 
or more. These winds blow in a large 
spiral around a relatively calm center 
of extremely low pressure known as the 
eye of the hurricane.
 • Hurricane advisory: A notice 
describing the present and forecast 
position and intensity of the storm. 
 • Hurricane eye: The relatively 
calm area near the center of the storm. 
In this area, winds are light and the sky 
is often partly covered by clouds.
 • Hurricane eye landfall: The 
point in time when the eye, or physi-
cal center of the hurricane, reaches the 

Tree aid after a storm
 In the aftermath of a major storm, 
the initial impulse is generally along 
the lines of “let’s get this mess cleaned 
up.” 
 But a hasty decision can result in 
removing trees that could have been 
saved.
 Doing the right things after trees 
have been damaged can make the differ-
ence between giving your trees a good 
chance of survival and unnecessarily 
losing them.
 The Arbor Day Foundation urges 
home and property owners to follow a 
few simple rules in administering tree 
fi rst aid after a storm:
 • Don’t try to do it all yourself. If 
large limbs are broken or hanging, or 
if high climbing or overhead chainsaw 
work is needed, it’s a job for a profes-
sional arborist. 
 • Take safety precautions. Look 
up and look down. Be on the alert for 
downed power lines and dangerous 
hanging branches that look like they’re 
ready to fall. 
 • Stay away from any downed 
utility lines, low-voltage telephone or 
cable lines and even fence wires that 
can become electrically charged when 
there are fallen or broken electrical lines 
nearby. 
 • Don’t get under broken limbs that 
are hanging or caught in other branches 
overhead. And, unless you really know 
how to use one, leave chainsaw work to 
the professionals.
 • Remove any broken branches still 
attached to the tree. Removing the jagged 
remains of smaller broken limbs is one 
common repair that people can make 
after a storm. If done properly, it will 
minimize the risk of decay agents enter-
ing the wound. Smaller branches should 

be pruned at the point where they join 
larger ones. Large branches that are 
broken should be cut back to the trunk 
or a main limb by an arborist. 
 • Repair torn bark. To improve 
the tree’s appearance and eliminate 
hiding places for insects, carefully use 
a chisel or sharp knife to smooth the 

coastline from the hurricane’s approach 
over water.
 • Hurricane path or track: Line of 
movement of the eye through an area.
 • Hurricane warning: An alert 
added to a hurricane advisory when 
hurricane conditions are expected 
within 24 hours.
 • Hurricane watch: An alert 
added to a hurricane advisory cover-
ing a specified area and duration. A 
hurricane watch means that hurricane 
conditions are a real possibility; it does 
not mean they are imminent. 
 • Public information officer or 
PIO: An individual appointed by the 
EOC to be responsible for the formulat-
ing and coordinating of the dissemina-
tion of emergency public information.
 • SLOSH or sea, lake and over-
land surges from hurricanes: A com-
puterized model which is able to esti-
mate the overland tidal surge heights 
and winds that result from hypothetical 
hurricanes with selected characteristics 
in pressure, size, forward speed, track 
and winds.
 • Squall: A storm with a sudden 
increase of wind speed by at least 18 
mph (16 knots) and rising to 25 mph 
(22 knots) or more and lasting for at 
least one minute.
 • Storm surge: The high and force-
ful dome of wind-driven waters sweep-
ing along the coastline near where the 
eye makes landfall or passes close to 
the coast.
 Source: University of Florida

ragged edges of wounds where bark has 
been torn away. Try not to expose any 
more of the cambium (greenish inner 
bark) than is necessary, as these fragile 
layers contain the tree’s food and water 
lifelines between roots and leaves.
 • Resist the urge to overprune. Don’t 
worry if the tree’s appearance isn’t per-

fect. With branches gone, your trees 
may look unbalanced or naked. You’ll 
be surprised at how fast they will heal, 
grow new foliage and return to their 
natural beauty.
 • Don’t top your trees. Untrained 
individuals may urge you to cut back 
all of the branches, on the mistaken 
assumption that reducing the length 
of branches will help avoid breakage 
in future storms. While storm damage 
may not always allow for ideal prun-
ing cuts, professional arborists say that 
“topping,” cutting main branches back 
to stubs, is one of the worst things you 
can do for your trees.
 Stubs will tend to grow back a lot 
of weakly-attached branches that are 
even more likely to break when a storm 
strikes.
 Also, the tree will need all its 
resources to recover from the stress of 
storm damage.  A topped tree that has 
already sustained major storm damage 
is more likely to die than repair itself.

Piles reach to the sky Sept. 30, 2017, 
as workers transfer a massive number 
of downed trees, limbs and branches 
into chippers at G.T. Bray Park in 
Bradenton. The post-Hurricane Irma 
debris was collected the last week 
of September by contracted workers 
in Manatee County, including Anna 
Maria Island. Islander Photos: Kathy 

ABOVE LEFT: Trees, branches 
and debris from Irma await 
pick up in front of the Cortez 
Church of Christ at 12111 45th 
Ave. W., Cortez.
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Stocking up for storms
 Here’s a checklist for shopping, pack-
ing and stockpiling for the 2018 Atlantic 
hurricane season: 
 ❒ Water in smaller bottles for drink-
ing.
 ❒ Water in gallon containers for 
cleaning up.
 ❒ Bottled beverages.
 ❒ Non-perishable foods, especially 
ready-to-eat or easy to prepare items — 
and comfort foods.
 ❒ Can opener.
 ❒ Cooking pan.
 ❒ Disposable utensils and plates.
 ❒ Grill.
 ❒ Grill tools.
 ❒ Self-starting charcoal.
 ❒ Sterno.
 ❒ Candles.
 ❒ Matches.
 ❒ Aluminum foil.
 ❒ Plastic bags.
 ❒ Medicines, including aspirin.

 ❒ Prescriptions.
 ❒ Sunscreen.
 ❒ Vitamins.
 ❒ Toiletries.
 ❒ Toilet paper.
 ❒ Adhesive bandages.
 ❒ Germicidal handwipes.
 ❒ Tweezers.
 ❒ Thermometer.
 ❒ Latex gloves.
 ❒ Scissors.
 ❒ Clothing.
 ❒ Sunglasses.
 ❒ Prescription glasses.
 ❒ Mosquito repellent.
 ❒ Sleeping bag or bedding.
 ❒ Cash, including a roll of quarters 
and small bills. Do not rely on credit, 
debit cards — or bitcoin or Apple Pay, 
for that matter.
 ❒ Copies of birth certifi cates.

 ❒ Passports.
 ❒ Wills.
 ❒ Insurance documents.
 ❒ Water-tight box for records, 
papers.
 ❒ Small tools, including wrench, 
hammer and pliers.
 ❒ Assorted nails.
 ❒ Dust mask.
 ❒ Pocket knife.
 ❒ Flashlights.
 ❒ Signal fl are.
 ❒ Outdoor extension cords.
 ❒ Hatchet.
 ❒ Work gloves.
 ❒ Trash bags.
 ❒ Tarp.
 ❒ Lawn chairs.
 ❒ Games.
 ❒ Toys.
 ❒ Battery-powered radio.
 ❒ Earbuds.
 ❒ Batteries.
 ❒ Fire extinguisher.
 ❒ Whistle.
 ❒ Cleaning supplies, including disin-
fectant and chlorine bleach.
 ❒ Medicine dropper.
 ❒ Plastic bucket with lid.
 ❒ Florida road map.
 ❒ Pet kennel.
 ❒ Pet medications.
 ❒ Pet supplies.
 ❒ Litter box.
 ❒ Rabies certifi cate.
 ❒ Reading materials.
 ❒ Paper.
 ❒ Pen or pencil.
 ❒ Duct tape, duct tape and, just in 
case, get more duct tape.

Evacuating from home to shelter
 Got a friend with a mainland condo outside the 
fl ood zone offering shelter? Or want to build up some 
big points on the hotel rewards card?
 If there’s an evacuation ordered on Anna Maria 
Island, you might want to accept a friendly offer of 
the sleeper sofa or take a hurricane holiday to a motel 
or inn.
 Emergency management offi cials encourage resi-
dents to consider options other than the public shelter, 
including hotels or stays with family or friends out 
of the evacuation zone.
 In the event the public shelter is the only option, 
turn to local media for openings, including which 
shelter will serve as a pet-friendly location and which 
shelter will serve people with special needs.
 The designated special needs shelter opens in 
advance of others, but the site can change depend-
ing on storm predictions and other factors.
 Manatee County’s shelter roster is updated as 
needed at mymanatee.gov. It includes:
 • Bayshore Elementary School, 6120 26th St. W., 
Bradenton.
 • Braden River Middle School, 6215 River Club 
Blvd., Bradenton.
 • Braden River High School, 6545 State Road 70 
E., Bradenton. (Pet-friendly).
 • Buffalo Creek Middle School, 7320 69th St. E., 
Palmetto.
 • Daughtrey Elementary School, 515 63rd Ave. 
E., Bradenton.

 • Freedom Elementary School, 9515 State Road 
64 E., Bradenton.
 • Gullett Elementary School, 12125 44th Ave. E., 
Bradenton.
 • Haile Middle School, 9501 State Road 64 E., 
Bradenton.
 • Johnson Middle School, 2121 26th Ave. E., 
Bradenton.
 • Kinnan Elementary School, 3415 Tallevast 
Road, Sarasota.
 • Lee Middle School, 4000 53rd Ave. W., Bra-
denton.
 • Manatee High School, 1000 32nd St. W., Bra-
denton. (Pet-friendly).

 • McNeal Elementary School, 6325 Lorraine 
Road, Bradenton.
 • Miller Elementary School, 4201 Manatee Ave. 
W., Bradenton.
 • Mills Elementary School, 7200 69th St. E., Pal-
metto. (Pet-friendly)
 • Myakka City Elementary School, 37205 Mana-
tee Ave., Myakka City.
 • Oneco Elementary School, 5214 22nd St. Court 
E., Bradenton.
 • Prine Elementary School, 3801 Southern Park-
way, Bradenton.
 • Rodgers Garden Elementary School, 515 13th 
Ave. W., Bradenton.
 • Rowlett Elementary School, 3500 Ninth St. E., 
Bradenton.
 • Seabreeze Elementary School, 3601 71st St. 
W., Bradenton.
 • Tillman Elementary School, 1415 29th St. E., 
Palmetto.
 • Williams Elementary School, 3404 Fort Hamer 
Road, Parrish.
 • Willis Elementary School, 14705 The Masters 
Ave., Bradenton.
 • Witt Elementary School, 200 Rye Road, Bra-
denton.
 Also, the Center of Anna Maria Island, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria, is a designated a post-storm 
emergency shelter, serving as a shelter during re-
entry after an island evacuation.
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Don’t Wait.

Communicate.

Visit Ready.gov/communicate
Make your emergency plan today.

Keep your storm-ready guide handy, or refer to it online at www.islander.org
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