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Environmental group pushes for Cortez Bridge details

A plaque announces the dedication by the 
Florida Legislature in 1965 of the Cortez 
Bridge — eight years after it opened — at 
the foot of the bridge in Cortez. Critics are 
saying the Florida Department of Trans-
portation plans for a fi xed-span to replace 
the drawbridge are fl awed. Islander Photo: 
Terry O’Connor

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

A Cortez Bridge study by the Florida 
Department of Transportation was a sham, 
according to ManaSota-88, a nonprofit 
devoted to public health and environmental 
issues.

“This is wrong on every level,” said 
Holmes Beach resident Barbara Hines, 
ManaSota-88 vice chair and a member of 
Holmes Beach Planning Commission.

“It appears they selected the most envi-
ronmentally damaging and least popular 
alternative,” said ManaSota-88 chairman 
Glenn Compton. 

The DOT announced results April 23 of 
its Cortez Bridge project development and 
environmental study, which formalized its 
preference for a 65-foot-clearance, fi xed-
span linking Cortez to Bradenton Beach.

“The repair alternative has the least 
impact on threatened and endangered spe-
cies and environmental resources,” Hines 
said. “Why is this not the preferred DOT 
alternative? We can’t keep destroying the 
environment. This is just wrong.” 

Zachary Burch, DOT spokesman, did 
not provide a copy of the study, saying it 
would be released in July. The news release 

announcing the study results was two pages 
long.

“We have looked at this issue since the 
beginning,” said Compton. “Not having 
that study to review, we have a lot of ques-

tions.”
ManaSota-88 joins the Florida Insti-

tute for Saltwater Heritage, Cortez Village 
Historical Society and city offi cials in Anna 
Maria, Bradenton Beach and Holmes Beach 
in questioning the DOT study and its choice 
of the fi xed-span replacement bridge.

The Cortez Village Historical Society 
issued a statement May 17 noting nearly 90 
buildings in the village are certifi ed historic 
structures by the National Register of His-
toric Places. 

“Each one of these and the rest of the 
village structures will be affected by the 
building of the proposed 65-foot-tall fi xed 
bridge,” according to the CVHS statement. 
“How can the village remain historical with 
a huge bridge looming over it? 

The CVHS noted villagers have repeat-
edly protested building a high-fi xed bridge. 
The statement calls for the DOT to consider 
a better alternative, building a new bridge 
linking the north end of Longboat Key with 
the mainland. 

“This would relieve some of the traffi c 
from Cortez and allow the historic village to 
remain without the changes a 65-foot bridge 
would entail,” according to the CVHS state-

Bridge battles won, war lost Judge puts treehouse
 back into play

By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 A stalled 2013 case brought to the Man-
atee County courthouse by the treehouse 
owners in Holmes Beach has survived a 
motion for dismissal.
 The motion, fi led by the judge in Febru-
ary, sought to dismiss the case because it had 
not been pursued by the owners.
 However, a motion for summary judg-
ment fi led March 13 by the treehouse owner’s 
attorney, David Levin of Icard Merrill, gave 
Arend a reason to keep the case active.
 Arend previously had noticed a May 
hearing for his dismissal motion, based on 
10 months without action on the case.
 On May 14, 12th Circuit Judge Lon 
Arend ruled that Levin’s March fi ling on 
behalf of Lynn Tran and Richard Hazen met 
the legal standard of “good cause,” allowing 
the lawsuit to continue.

By Jennifer Glenfi eld
Special to The Islander

 Motorists lined up on the Cortez 
Bridge in the early 1990s waiting for 
boats to pass through the open draw-
bridge were likely handed a fl yer urging 
them to save Anna Maria Island.
 “You’ve Found Paradise,” one of the 
fl yers read at the top, in green print. And, 
at the bottom, “You’ve just been handed 
the way to save it.”
 The fl yers were printed by Save Anna 
Maria Inc., a nonprofi t founded by island 
residents to challenge island bridge pro-
posals they felt could negatively impact 
their community.
 Included on many of the fl yers were 
calls for others to join their cause. The 
papers asked for a membership fee and 
promised an offi cial membership card, a 
newsletter and to challenge to develop-
ment. Incorporated in 1993, SAM was 

The Islander Feb. 4, 1998, announces the 
DOT decision to halt replacement plans 
for the Anna Maria Island Bridge on Man-
atee Avenue and opt instead for repairs.

Crab season ends. 17
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BattLEs conTInued from page 1
motivated by florida department of Transportation 
proposals to replace the island bridges.
 In Sam documents archived at the manatee 
public Library, the group said it was formed because 
islanders felt “disgusted” by how the doT handled 
the bridge replacement proposals — without com-
munity consideration or input.
 members demonstrated on weekends and even 
held a straw poll at island polling locations on elec-
tion day 1992 — a move some Holmes Beach com-
missioners found disruptive.
 now, more than 20 years later, Sam is only a 
memory, but a well documented one. members kept 
track of minutes, budgets, letters to government offi -
cials, meeting agendas and newspaper clippings and 
organized them in three-ring binders.
 nancy deal, a Sam member since 2001, took 
those binders to the central Library in Bradenton, 
where they’re archived in the local history section. 
 among mundane details of building materials, 
traffi c studies and budgets, the scrapbook-like bind-
ers chronicle how members of the community won 
battles over “megabridges” with the doT.
 Sam membership grew rapidly after its incep-
tion with more than 70 members in the early days. 
With more members, came resources. The group was 
able to mount a legal challenge disputing the permit 
application to replace the anna maria Island Bridge 
over environmental concerns. In 1995, the florida 
department of environmental protection recom-
mended denial of the permit.
 Three years later, the u.S. army corps of engi-
neers and the Southwest florida Water management 
district denied the permit application in administra-
tive hearings, brought forward by Sam.
 around the same time, Sam helped earn the 
island governments a seat at the metropolitan plan-
ning organization’s table, a body that deals with infra-
structure plans.
 and while Sam was the driving force behind 
bridge replacement protests, it was not without help 

from the community in cortez.
 “We were a team because they 
were opposing it (the cortez Bridge), 
and we were opposing it,” said Linda 
molto, cortez resident.
 molto said she spent many week-
ends on the bridge with Sam mem-
bers. and when she wasn’t demon-
strating roadside, molto was work-
ing with mary fulford green to get 
cortez on The national register of 
Historic places. funded by the state 
of florida, green and molto worked 
with city planners to earn the historic 

designation through the Waterfronts florida partner-
ship program in 1999.
 The process took three years and resulted in a 
comprehensive plan that acts as a guide for the future 
of the village.
 “We decided what we wanted cortez to look 
like in 100 years, and it’s how it looks now,” said 
molto.
 While Cortezians were trying to preserve the fi sh-
ing village and Sam members took to the courts, 
Sarasota county held hearings for what would 
become the ringling causeway Bridge — a 65-foot, 
fi xed-span bridge. That DOT project met with some 
resistance but moved forward and, over the years, 
Sarasota’s skyline grew into its tall bridge.
 for residents who have opposed the bridge pro-
posals in manatee county, the variables are differ-
ent.
 “We’re two low-rise communities,” molto said 
of cortez and Bradenton Beach.
 cortez and Bradenton Beach have height restric-
tions of two-stories in cortez and three-stories in Bra-
denton Beach above fema regulations. a 65-foot 
bridge would tower above other structures at that time 
on both sides of the waterway.
 “one only has to go see the ringling Bridge 
under construction and realize the awesome concrete 
structure is not what anyone wants,” Katie pierola 

wrote in a 2002, then Sam president and a Bradenton 
Beach resident.
 By 2002, instead of replacement, the doT 
repaired the anna maria Island Bridge. The repair 
work, completed in 2008, closed the bridge for 45 
days, down from the planned 75-day closure. But 
as the repairs were being completed, public notices 
went out on another doT proposal to replace the 
Anna Maria Island Bridge with a 65-foot, fi xed-span 
bridge.
 manatee county commissioners approved the 
proposal.
 “doT learned what they needed to do without 
getting caught in a trap,” said deal.
 The government agency held public meetings 
and addressed environmental concerns raised the 
fi rst time around. Community resistance had less-
ened. Sam membership numbers had dwindled by 
the late 2000s.
 “We didn’t have the resources. We didn’t have 
the people,” said deal. “people were less concerned 
about quality of life and more concerned with getting 
traffi c here as quickly as possible.”
 By 2006, Sam primarily held workshops and 
speaker series in place of its on-the-streets, at-the-
polls activism of its early days. It dissolved in octo-
ber 2017.
 many original members of the group have since 
died or moved away. 
 deal, who stayed a Sam member until its dis-
solution, sat on the doT sponsored aesthetics com-
mittee last year for the 65-foot anna maria Island 
Bridge Sam fought against.
 “I wanted to honor those who had founded Sam,” 
she said.
 She knew the fi ght was over, but wanted an input 
to ensure safety and appropriate use of taxpayer dol-
lars, she said.
 “We aren’t rome. This is as old as we can get,” 
deal said. “But there are things we can do to preserve 
our island.”

To be continued....

Deal

Molto
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ment.
Before the project can move 

forward, many questions about the 
doT decision and the study must 
be addressed, according to mana-
Sota-88.

“The study was pretextural,” 
Hines said. “They had no intention 
of doing the (bridge repair). You can’t 
say let’s pretend.” 

Burch said the doT study 
assessed bridge and road alignment 
options over about a mile of cortez 
road/State road 684. The new bridge 
would cross the Intracoastal Water-

way from gulf drive in Bradenton Beach to 123rd 
Street West in cortez, replacing the 17.5-foot clearance 
drawbridge.

manaSota-88 needs the complete study to deter-
mine whether the doT abused its discretion in choos-
ing to design a high-rise, fixed-span rather than repair-
ing the existing bascule bridge, according to Compton 
and Hines.

The doT provided roughly a dozen formal oppor-
tunities for the public to participate in the planning 
process during the past five years. But was public com-
ment and preference considered in choosing a bridge 
alternative?

Linda molto, fISH board member, said it was 
not.

“They think we are all idiots,” molto said.
doT drawbridge inspections between 2008 and 

2012 found it functionally obsolete and repairable.
design on the new bridge is scheduled to begin 

this year. The right-of-way phase is funded beginning 
in 2020. 

A new bridge also requires final approval from the 
DOT Office of Environmental Management in Talla-
hassee and funding for construction.

“funding will always be the ultimate decision on 
what happens,” compton said. “There’s still opportu-

nity to express opinion on what type of bridge should 
be there.”

Rehabilitation of the existing bridge is the least 
environmentally damaging option and least disruptive 
to residents of cortez and Bradenton Beach, according 
to compton.

manaSota-88 also wants the doT to answer the 
following questions:

• Why wasn’t a citizen’s advisory committee con-
vened to help the doT study proposed alternatives? 

• Did the DOT study measure potential effects on 
neighborhoods, communities, archaeological and his-
torical resources, noise pollution, navigation, hurricane 
evacuation, wind and flooding?

• Were comprehensive plans in Anna Maria, Bra-
denton, Bradenton Beach, Holmes Beach and manatee 
county analyzed to determine whether the new span 
would affect land use or community travel patterns?

• Has a scientific study been done on potential 
environmental effects?

• Will the increased impervious surface on the new 
bridge result in more contaminants from stormwater 
runoff?

• Will a new bridge generate more traffic?
• Did the study assess environmental and social 

impacts?
• Are environmental justice issues being consid-

ered regarding access to cortez?
The doT has responsibilities under the national 

environmental policy act for environmental review. 
does the new bridge meet nepa standards?

“You have to think of the people,” Hines said. 
“The folks in cortez have fought very hard for a very 
long time to maintain their way of life and this would 
destroy that.”

Hines

Compton

The Cortez 
Bridge, 
bottom 
right, look-
ing east in 
January 
toward the 
village of 
Cortez, 
right, the 
waterfront 
extend-
ing from 
the bridge 
and the 
mainland 
via Cortez 
Road. 
Islander 
File Photo: 
Jack Elka
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Will business rhythms be disrupted by new bridge? 
By Terry o’connor
Islander reporter

What a difference two blocks make.
If a 75-foot-tall, fi xed Cortez Bridge is built by the 

florida department of Transportation, its Bradenton 
Beach footprint changes little in terms of business on 
the west end.

The nearly 1-mile span, however, would land 
about two blocks farther east in cortez on the main-
land, which means it would empty by the Buttonwood 
Inlet rV resort at 12316 cortez road W., rather than 
where it does now at the Tide Tables restaurant and 
marina at 12507 cortez road W.

The big question for cortez businesses: Will 
motorists fi nd them during construction and on recon-
fi gured roads once the new bridge is built?

owner Bobby Woodson of Tide Tables said the 
DOT is not creating a traffi c solution.

“You need a third bridge to solve the problem of 
traffi c,” Woodson said.

Woodson said the aesthetics in historic cortez will 
be harmed by the bridge, which would be more than 
three times as high as the present span.

If the bridge is built, Tide Tables customers would 
face a winding road to fi nd their seafood destination, 
he said.

“They’re not going to have direct turn into Tide 
Tables anymore,” he said. 

The doT says mounting maintenance and bridge 
tender costs are two reasons a bridge is needed to 
replace the drawbridge built in 1956-57.

For example, DOT maintenance crews limited 
nighttime access on the cortez Bridge to one lane may 
9-10 to paint steel girders. 

“This maintenance work is part of a larger contract 
for routine maintenance and inspection of all of the 
state-owned bridges as well as inspections of local-
owned bridges in district 1,” doT spokesman Zachary 
Burch emailed The Islander may 8. “The contract is 
approximately $9.9 million annually.”

debbie massey and daughter alanna were on the 
Tide Tables wooden deck fi nishing a meal as DOT 
workers prepped the site. They lamented the doT 
bridge choice.

“Why not keep it like cortez?” said debbie 
massey. “It’s a monstrosity. cortez will lose a lot of 
its charm. I don’t think people come here for Siesta 
Key, part II.”

alanna massey agreed. “I think they could make 
it less of an eyesore,” she said.

across cortez road at the Seafood Shack, 4110 
127th St. W., cortez resident Jacob Booth was clean-

ing his catch. He said it’s not right the doT ignored 
public sentiment running 3-1 in its own polls against 
building the new bridge.

Booth, however, seemed resigned to the deci-
sion.

“It’ll be sad to see it go,” Booth said squinting 
west into the afternoon sun at the bridge. “There’s 
nothing you can do about it.”

The florida Institute of Saltwater Heritage is orga-
nizing a protest to stop the doT project.

“my business is far enough up cortez that I won’t 
be impacted,” said Janet miller of fidelity Bank, 2412 
cortez road W., and a fISH board member. “I still 
don’t see the value of it, not to mention the aesthetics. 
It’s going to destroy the whole feel and look of what 
we’ve strived so hard to keep here.” 

for others, it’s time to get on with building a new 
span already.

“The bridge is old and tired,” said Joe rogers, 
general manager at Star fish company, 12306 46th 
ave. W., on the northern edge of Sarasota Bay. 

Star fish sells seafood wholesale, retail and 
through a small dockside restaurant. 

“I’m not too concerned for Star fish. I think 
we will be oK. We won’t be swallowed up by the 
bridge.”

Jan Holman, owner of the Sea Hagg nautical 
antiques and curiosities store at 12304 cortez road 
since 1998, said business has been booming. She said 
she hopes it continues as the new span rises.

“obviously, I’m concerned about traffic not 
coming to the store during construction,” Holman said. 
“eventually it goes up, and people will get used to it. 
We’re just at the point where I think there’s not a thing 
we can do about it.”

The bridge proposal still requires fi nal approval 
from the DOT Offi ce of Environmental Management 
in Tallahassee. 

rogers said he understands nostalgia, but believes 
the new span will soon gain acceptance.

“I think it will be fi ne,” he said.
Woodson said it would be great if a lobbying effort, 

which already includes the three island commissions 
and the florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage, suc-
ceeds in reducing the size of the bridge.

 “Then I’d have my left turn in and right turn going 
out,” he said. “It would be a better solution for us.

But he’s keeping his hopes in check.
“There is no turning them back now,” Woodson 

said. “They are going to do it.” 

Daughter Alanna, left, and mother Debbie Massey 
say the Florida Department of Transportation choice 
for a new bridge is wrong for Cortez. Islander 
Photo: Terry O’Connor 

Jan Holman, owner of the Sea Hagg Nautical 
Antiques and Curiosities in Cortez, said she hopes 
business won’t fall off when a new bridge is built. 
Islander Photo: Terry O’Connor

 The treehouse owner’s case claims the city’s 
50-foot setback from the state’s erosion control line 
is unconstitutional because it confl icts with state law.
 In 2011, Tran and Hazen built the two-story struc-
ture in an australian pine within a 50-foot city setback 
between the beach and their home at 103 29th St., 
where they also operate four short-term rental units 
known as angelinos Sea Lodge.
 The couple built the treehouse without city or state 
permits—having sought advice from a city building 
inspector who informally advised Hazen permits were 
not needed. no plans or description of the treehouse 
were submitted at that time.
 In Levin’s summary motion, he argues the city’s 
setback ordinance is unconstitutional and asks it be 
declared null and void.
 While there’s been no city response specifi c to 
Levin’s motion, an attorney for the city’s case fi led 
other papers in may.
 Jim dye of dye Harrison, a principal in the same 
law fi rm as city attorney Patricia Petruff, has previously 
handled treehouse matters for the city, but another dye 
fi rm attorney has fi led an appearance.
 Attorney Nelon Kirkland also fi led copies of a 
2014 decision by Judge Janette dunnigan upholding 
the city’s setback and code board decisions, as well as 
a list of 10 other treehouse cases, including appeals.
 “The purpose of these documents would be to 
show that the issues raised in this case have been liti-
gated or resolved,” Kirkland wrote.
 past court decisions have upheld city orders to 
remove the structure and pay a $50 daily fi ne, accu-
mulating since July 2015, now at more than $50,000.

tREEHoUsE conTInued from page 1

Bradenton Beach holds out hope for fl oating dock 
By chrisann Silver esformes

Islander reporter
 a year is a long time to tap your nails on the 
table.
 Bradenton Beach has waited more than a year 
for a replacement fl oating dock at the Historic Bridge 
Street pier.
 now it appears they will continue to wait until 
June 30.
 at a special community redevelopment agency 
meeting may 21, members of the cra voted for 
member John Horne, owner of the anna maria 
oyster Bar restaurants, including the one on the 
Bradenton Beach city pier, to write a letter to con-
tractor Technomarine of West palm Beach asking for 
specifi cs regarding shipment of the dock materials 
and timeline.
 Horne said he will be delivering the letter in 
person to Technomarine representatives at their West 
Palm Beach offi ce.
 The new fl oating dock at the Historic Bridge 
Street pier, a replacement for a storm-damaged dock, 
was approved by the Bradenton Beach community 
redevelopment agency in march 2017. 
 more than a year has passed with only permit-
ting and planning documents provided to the city for 
the project by Technomarine.
 The latest schedule provided april 5 by Techno-
marine indicates the city can expect completion of 
the new dock June 29.
 This is the fourth schedule provided by Techno-
marine since the march 2017 approval.
 according to the most recent schedule, the dead-
line for permitting was May 11. Building offi cial 
Steve gilbert said may 17 he had not received the 
documents and the contractor did not answer fol-
low-up emails.
 Initially, Technomarine representatives said 

work on the dock would begin in September 2017. 
The company received the city’s deposit of $29,995 
in April 2017 and another payment of $23,996 in 
august 2017.
 at a may 17 commission meeting, Horne, whose 
business stands to benefi t from boaters who arrive 
via the fl oating dock, said the city has waited long 
enough, and suggested a special cra meeting.
 mayor John chappie agreed with Horne.
 “When does push come to shove? When do we 
do something?” chappie asked city attorney ricinda 
perry. “We have nothing now.”
 during the may 21 cra meeting, chair ralph 
cole said Technomarine committed to the June 30 
deadline when it provided the new schedule, so per-
haps the city should wait to initiate legal proceedings 
to break a contract until after that date.
 during public comment, Bradenton Beach resi-
dent dan morehaus, a contractor, suggested the cra 
send a representative to Technomarine to speak with 
someone in person.
 “If we have paid for services, can’t we visit and 
inspect to see progress to date?” morehaus asked.
 additionally, he suggested writing a letter with 
specifi cs, including deadlines missed, the status of 
materials shipped from Technomarine’s manufactur-
ers and the city’s desire to see the dock completed 
by the end of June.
 Horne volunteered to write the letter and send 
it to Perry to review, before sending it certifi ed to 
Technomarine. 
 He also offered to hand-deliver the letter may 
24 to the company’s offi ce in West Palm Beach.
 a motion for Horne to write and deliver the letter 
passed unanimously.
 Cole said an update will be provided at the next 
cra meeting at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 2, at city 
hall, 107 gulf drive n.
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Anna Maria opts for do-over on pier demolition bids
By Bianca Benedí
Islander reporter

 The price to demo the anna maria city pier came 
in high. Too high.
 Anna Maria offi cials elected May 18 to reissue a 
request for proposals for demolition of the pier. 
 during an emergency meeting, mayor dan murphy 
asked commissioners to reject the submitted bids for 
the demolition contract and reissue a request for pro-
posals, with a deadline of friday, may 25.
 The fi rst request for proposals was issued April 24 
with a deadline of may 11 for permitting, demolition, 
cleanup, restoration, proper disposal and closeout of 
the demolition site. 

 The rfp stipulated the proj-
ect should be completed within 120 
days, with a $500 penalty for every 
day beyond the deadline.
 The city received bids from Sul-
ly’s Quality projects and undercon-
struction contractors, both Venice-
based fi rms, and Speeler & Associ-
ates, based in St. petersburg.
 The grading chart murphy devel-
oped for the rfp put Speeler as the 
no. 1 bid, followed by Sully’s and 
underconstruction.
 However, murphy said the bids 
from Sully’s and Speeler were too 

high for the city budget. Sully’s bid was $780,730 and 
Speeler’s was $853,000.
 The bid from UnderConstruction came in signifi -
cantly lower, at $289,000. 
 The overall pier project — including construction 
— is estimated on the high end at $4.5 million. Murphy 
told commissioners that in constructing a budget for 
the demolition phase, he was advised the cost could 
range $300,000-$500,000.
 underconstruction is below the guestimate, but 
murphy cautioned commissioners that underconstruc-

tion lacks experience for such a project.
 Two more companies sent bids, murphy said, but 
they arrived late and were returned unopened. 
 Seven contractors attended an april 27 conference 
for the rfp, murphy said, but two local companies did 
not bid.
 commissioners voted 4-1 to authorize murphy 
to reissue the rfp with a revised grading scale that 
emphasizes project cost and minimizes the need for a 
local contractor. 
 commissioner dale Woodland voted against the 
decision to reissue an rfp. He said he was opposed 
to the entire project and felt the city had insuffi cient 
dialogue with residents before pursuing construction 
of a new pier that could last for 100 years.
 Murphy said he would invite the fi ve companies 
that sent bids to reapply, as well as any other interested 
companies. 
 He also said the city would update the pier timeline 

to anticipate the demolition process by aug. 30. 
 The new pier — not including a restaurant, bait 
shop and facilities — is expected to be completed by 
december 2019.
 The engraved city pier planks will be removed in 
early June and distributed later in the month, weather 
permitting, to some 200 people who requested their 
planks before the city’s Jan. 26 deadline. 
 any remaining planks will be used to construct 
memorial fences in city pier park, at the corner of pine 
avenue and north Bay Boulevard, and at the anna 
maria Island Historical museum, 402 pine ave. 

The Anna Maria 
City Pier — 
damaged by 
Hurricane Irma 
in September 
2017 — remains 
closed May 
14, its restau-
rant windows 
boarded up. 
Islander Photo: 
Jack Elka

Woodland

Murphy

Click!
 The Islander welcomes news of the milestones in 
readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, births, deaths, 
travels and other events. Submit notices and photo-
graphs with detailed captions — along with complete 
contact information — to news@islander.org.
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Center’s fundraising works
 We can understand to some degree the reluctance 
of the Holmes Beach city commission in providing 
budgeted funds to the center of anna maria Island 
after what it has been through in the past insofar as 
fi nancial issues.
  However, commissioner carol Soustek demon-
strated a lack of knowledge when she questioned why 
the center is doing so little fundraising.
 perhaps she forgot that the center sponsored the 
tour of homes, a mystery-dinner theater, participated 
in a 24-hour giving challenge and issued a funding 
appeal at christmas, as well as held bingo twice a 
month during the winter season. 
 couple all that activity with the wonderful Lester 
family’s matching funds contribution and activities and 
we believe the center’s efforts are outstanding.
 The center supports activities that probably many 
people really do not know about and we recommend 
they visit the center to acquaint themselves before criti-
cism is made.
 Earl Ritchie, Holmes Beach

No pier at Manatee
 Will somebody please explain to me why we need 
a pier at the manatee public Beach?
 The truth is, we don’t need it. removing the old 
pier greatly enhanced the beauty of the beach.
 Our taxpayer money could be better used on some 
other project — perhaps the Robinson Preserve expan-
sion.
 We like our beach just the way it is — unob-
structed.
 Bob Perinetti, Holmes Beach

Congrats to center director
 congratulations to chris culhane on being selected 
as executive director of the Center of Anna Maria 

An encounter at 68th Street
 To the woman I encountered on her bike at 68th 
Street and gulf drive at about 3 p.m. may 15: I am 
sorry our encounter ended the way it did. I can’t stop 
thinking about it. clearly, we think differently about 
bike laws, and I wish we’d been able to discuss our 
differences in more detail. 
 I’m not sure if you heard me, but I was pleading 
for a conversation with you as you rode off in the other 
direction, still screaming. I’m also not sure if you heard 
me say that I do live full-time on the island. That was 
my buggy and my 18-month-old daughter strapped in 
behind me. 
 While my two years here are dwarfed by your 34, 
I consider this to be my community and I care deeply 
about the safety of people. I’m worried about the bike/
pedestrian/motorist situation and have recently begun 
getting interested in the solutions our government is 
considering. 
 Having only been here for two years, and not 
knowing many of the people who have been here for 
so much longer, I am curious about the views of other 
locals. 
 Would you please consider meeting me for coffee 
and to discuss your opinion?
 I will be at Island coffee Haus in Holmes Beach 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Wednesdays through June 6. I hope 
you can make it there to chat.
 Rather Welch, Holmes Beach

Island.
 It was a wise decision by the board of directors to 
choose a local person who has lived on anna maria 
Island and participated in center activities his whole 
life.
 culhane is a capable young man, and we wish him 
well as executive director.
 Scott and Linda MacGregor, Anna Maria

We salute you
 We had a chance this month to feel fi rst-hand the 
exuberance of one Korean War veteran at The Islander 
newspaper offi ce. 
 Louie Strickland’s love for life is over the top — as 
you may know if you also befriended him at Publix in 
Holmes Beach, where he’s lent his time for 30 years. 
 There’s few people who live and shop here that 
don’t know — and love — Louie.
 His zest is contagious. 
 You can see photos and read about his Honor 
flight to Washington, d.c., in this week’s pages. 
 I have a feeling Louie’s visit to the capital was a 
special treat for the people he met along the way, from 
the airport to the memorials, tributes and museums. 
 I’m grateful to know him.
 and we have his military service to thank him for 
above all else. 
 He was willing to sacrifi ce for us in the Korean 
Confl ict — which now is teetering in the news from 
resolution to nuclear hysteria. 
 We hope for the best.
 as u.S. marine veteran gene ciliberti said in a 
recent letter to The Islander, “congratulations, Korea. 
Welcome to freedom.”
 We hope the north and south bring about a resolu-
tion for their people, world politics aside.
 meanwhile, we will celebrate memorial day with 
family picnics, grills blazing and kids running wild,  
romps in the surf and a new event.
 The city of anna maria and mayor dan murphy, 
a military veteran, are inviting you to city pier park 
at 10 a.m. monday, may 28, for a ceremony and a 
symphony concert.
 You don’t have to pack anything but a beach chair 
or blanket for seating.
 You can salute our friend Louie, the mayor and 
your family’s military veterans and others, including 
mayor Bob Johnson of Holmes Beach.
 There will be time for remembering. an honor 
guard from the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce will 
present the colors.
 and, I’m betting the city plans to follow tradition 
at this memorial day recognition. 
 If so, the u.S. flag will be ceremoniously and 
briskly raised to the top of the staff and solemnly low-
ered to half-staff, where it will remain until noon. Next, 
it will be raised to full-staff, where it will remain for 
the day.
 It’s an island celebration to honor all those we’ve 
lost. and you shouldn’t miss it. — Bonner Joy
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We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail the Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. We also offer 
online e-edition subscriptions — a page-by-page view of the weekly news for 
only $36 per year, but you must sign up online. It’s the best way to stay in touch 
with what’s happening on anna maria Island. 
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even real estate transactions … 
everything you need if your “heart is on anna maria Island.” 
 If you don’t live here year-round, use this form to subscribe by (snail) mail 
for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend mail subscriptions — you 
get The Islander free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery) 
 ❑ 1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

MAIL TO: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _________________

Credit card: ❏ d ❏ u No.  ___________________________________________

Name shown on card: _____________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: ______________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: _____________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND — SINCE 1992
3218 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

10&20 years ago

We’re campaigning for a friendlier, kinder, 
gentler attitude toward guests, visitors, vaca-
tioners and all who come to love Anna Maria 
Island. “We’re Glad You’re Here” originated in 
the 1980s with a restaurant trade group and we 
decided it suits the situation that has developed 
since some island offi cials began seeking limits 
on vacation rentals. We believe Anna Maria 
Island needs a new attitude — one that makes 
everyone feel welcome even as we try to fi nd 
ways to limit congestion and retain our old 
Florida origins and mom-and-pop businesses. 
— The Islander

In the headlines: May 20, 1998
 • The city of Bradenton said its planned annex-
ation of the northern half of perico Island would 
not increase density. five owners of manatee 
County property sought to be annexed into the city 
— manatee fruit co., new Spectrum Inc., perico 
roadways Inc., midcentral Inc. and a trust.
 • Manatee County Commissioner Joe McClash 
and Sarasota city commissioner nora patter-
son helped Holmes Beach capture an additional 
$200,000 for bike paths on both sides of Gulf Drive 
from the Bradenton Beach border to the anna 
Maria border. The city already had $152,000.
 • Holmes Beach commissioners tabled a pro-
posed ordinance to restrict the length of stay for 
residential rentals.

In the headlines: May 21, 2008
 • A beachfront home in Anna Maria sold 
for $3.725 million — a record at the time. The 
home, 717 n. Shore drive, was not listed on the 
market.
 • The Seafood Shack restaurant in Cortez 
closed and the property went up for sale. The 
marina remained open.
 • The Bradenton Beach Police Department 
began investigating the feasibility of a park-
and-ride shuttle system to bring employees from 
coquina Beach to jobs on Bridge Street.
 • A recommendation to institute a fare on the 
island trolley met with a chilly reception from most 
manatee county commissioners. 
 The weekly archives for The Islander can be 
found online ufdc.ufl .edu. Archived stories can be 
found online at islander.org. 

YOUR COMPLETE CASUAL FURNITURE STORE

VISIT OUR 8,000+ SF SHOWROOM
6807 14TH ST. W., BRADENTON (across from Alex Karras Lincoln)

We offer Rattan and Wicker tropical-style indoor and 
outdoor furniture, for island and coastal looks.

$100-$500

Perico from
on high
An aerial view, circa 
1940, of Perico Island 
and the south Palma 
Sola Loop Road. An old 
wooden bridge from 
Palma Sola to Perico 
Island is at the center. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy 
Manatee County Public 
Library 
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Meetings
anna Maria City
 • May 24, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 28, 10 a.m., Memorial Day Symphony 
Salute, city pier park, pine avenue at north Bay 
Boulevard.
 • June 11, noon, election qualifying opens.
 • June 12, 4 p.m., planning and zoning.
 • June 14, 6 p.m., commission.
 • June 22, noon, election qualifying ends.
 • June 28, 6 p.m., commission.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • May 23, 1 p.m., planning and zoning.
 • June 18, noon, election qualifying opens.
 • June 22, noon, election qualifying ends.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • May 23, 10 a.m., public works forum.
 • May 24, 6 p.m., commission. CANCELED
 • May 30, 1 p.m., ad hoc form of government 
committee.
 • June 18, noon, election qualifying opens.
 • June 22, noon, election qualifying ends.
 • June 26, 6 p.m., commission.
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, holmesbeachfl .org.

West Manatee Fire Rescue
 • June 19, 6 p.m., commission.
 WMFR administration building, 6417 Third Ave. 
W., Bradenton, wmfr.org.

Manatee County
 • May 24, 9 a.m., county commission (land 
use).
 • May 29, 1:30 a.m., budget presentation.
 • May 31, 9 a.m., budget session.
 • June 5, 9 a.m., budget session.
 • June 6, 1:30 p.m., budget session.
 • June 7, 9 a.m., commission (land use).
 • June 12, 9 a.m., commission.
 • June 13, 9 a.m., budget session.
 • June 13, 6 p.m., budget hearing.
 Administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. W., 
Bradenton, 941-748-4501, mymanatee.org.

of interest
 • May 28 is Memorial Day, when most govern-
ment offi ces will be closed. The Islander offi ce also 
will be closed.
 • June 4, 2 p.m., Island Transportation Planning 
organization, anna maria city Hall.
 • July 4 is Independence Day, when most govern-
ment offi ces will be closed. The Islander offi ce also 
will be closed.

 Send notices to calendar@islander.org and 
news@islander.org.

Closings on Memorial Day
 Most government offi ces will be closed Monday, 
may 28, for memorial day. The Islander also will 
observe the holiday.
 Trash collection scheduled for mondays will be 
pushed back to Tuesday and collection for the remain-
der of the week will be pushed back a day.

Longboat Key 
Mayor George 
Spoll, left, and 
town manager 
Tom Harmer, 
center, listen to 
Bradenton Beach 
Mayor John Chap-
pie at the May 
16 meeting of the 
Coalition of Bar-
rier Island Elected 
Offi cials. Islander 
Photo: Terry 
O’Connor

LBK-BB roundabout debate turns testy at BIEO meeting
By Terry o’connor
Islander reporter

A tense exchange between two mayors spurred 
Holmes Beach mayor Bob Johnson, serving as chair-
man of the may 16 meeting of the coalition of Barrier 
Island Elected Offi cials, to gavel a quick ending.

The discord arose over the roundabout at the inter-
section of gulf drive and Bridge Street in Bradenton 
Beach between Bradenton Beach mayor John chappie 
and Longboat Key mayor george Spoll.

Spoll initiated the debate at the meeting, which 
was held at Holmes Beach city Hall, 5801 marina 
drive.

“That roundabout is an abomination in the eyes of 
the town of Longboat Key and cannot be allowed to 
exist,” Spoll said.

The roundabout bogs down the traffi c fl ow, Spoll 
indicated.

“If there is one burning issue on Longboat Key, 
it is the need for us to be able to get off our island,” 
Spoll said. “We are looking for a cooperative attitude 
on the part of our neighbor, because it is intolerable 
as it is.”

Bradenton Beach mayor John chappie chided 
Spoll for his lack of tact.

“I’ll be honest. I’m a little taken aback at your 
attitude,” chappie said. “It’s unfortunate.”

Bradenton Beach wanted the roundabout, chap-
pie explained, to help separate people from traffi c at a 
dangerous intersection.

“We had several people killed over the years before 
the roundabout,” chappie said. “I’m sorry you don’t 
understand that.”

chappie said the roundabout has separated pedes-
trians from traffi c, as it was supposed to do, which 
helped improve the health, safety and welfare of resi-
dents and the community.

“You need to understand, it’s not an abomination,” 
chappie said. “We want to work with Longboat. But 
we’re not going to be pushed around. It doesn’t work 
that way.

“We matter, too, in Bradenton Beach on anna 
maria Island. It’s not just about Longboat Key.”

Johnson refused to let Spoll respond and invoked 
the BIeo meeting pledge of conduct in vain while 
trying to restore order. When that failed, Johnson 
adjourned the 40-minute session.

Spoll and chappie continued to argue for a few 
minutes after the meeting concluded. each accused 
the other of making personal attacks.

In other action:
chappie said he has mounted a letter campaign 

against the high fi xed-span bridge recommended by 
the florida department of Transportation to replace 
the cortez road bascule bridge.

The cortez Bridge links Bradenton Beach to the 
mainland.

chappie said he’s written to the doT and elected 
offi cials, the governor, senators and congressmen.

“It’s just going to be, I believe, a campaign of 
trying to twist arms and hopefully we can get them to 
change their mind,” chappie said.

during the mayor’s reports, anna maria mayor 
dan murphy said rebuilding the anna maria city pier 
is the city’s top priority.

Before the discussion broke down, Spoll said 
there’s a need for elevated pedestrian crosswalks.

“The confl ict between pedestrians and automobiles 
is almost unsolvable if you keep them in the same 
area,” Spoll said.

Spoll suggested building pedestrian overpasses 
equipped with escalators. He also suggested incorpo-
rating public transportation, such as “disney World-
style” cable cars and monorails.

“The solution is removing the cars as much as 
possible from the barrier islands,” Spoll said. “Build-
ing more parking spaces is self-defeating. You’re just 
adding to the problem.”

The only agenda item involved christine olson, 
whose daughter Tiffiany was killed in 2005 by a 
drunken driver. Olson was not notifi ed of the crash 
for more than six hours, which inspired her to create 
To Inform families first, a family emergency contact 
program.

olson appealed to the coalition to encourage reg-
istration among the citizenry.

more than 13 million floridians have registered in 
the free program, she said, which gives law enforce-
ment offi cials exclusive, immediate access to contacts 
that are registered on the person’s driver’s license. 
olson encourages everyone to go online at ToInform-
familiesfirst.org or fLHSmV.gov to register.

The BIeo will meet at 1 p.m. Wednesday, June 20, 
at anna maria city Hall, 10005 gulf drive.

Anna Maria offi cials seek 
re-election in November

 Two anna maria commission seats and the 
mayoral post are up for election in november 
and voters may see some familiar names on the 
ballot. 
 Mayor Dan Murphy confi rmed May 10 that 
he will seek a third two-year term. 
 murphy was elected in 2014 with 57 percent 
of the vote, defeating incumbent mayor Sue-
Lynn.
 commissioner amy Tripp said may 17 she 
intends to run for her seat. Tripp was appointed 
by commissioners in february to complete the 
two-year term of nancy Yetter, who resigned and 
moved to Tampa. 
 commissioner Brian Seymour said he is 
“tentatively” planning on running for a second 
two-year term. Seymour was elected in november 
2016. 
 Qualifying to run for offi ce will open at noon 
monday, June 11, and continue through noon 
friday, June 22. 
 To qualify, a candidate must be u.S. citizen, 
manatee county registered voter, and two-year 
resident of anna maria.
 Candidates also must fi le a form naming a 
campaign treasurer, along with a statement of can-
didacy, candidate oath, residency affi davit, state-
ment of fi nancial interests and a petition contain-
ing the signatures of 10 registered city voters. 
 candidates also are required to pay an election 
assessment fee or fi le an oath of undue burden. 
The fee for the mayor’s seat will be $196 and the 
fee will be $48 to run for commission. 
 Mayors earn $19,400 annually, and commis-
sioners earn $4,800 annually. 
 anna maria has 1,110 active voters as of april 
2018, according to the supervisor of election’s 
offi ce. 
 for more information, visit the supervisor of 
elections website at votemanatee.org.
 — Bianca Benedí
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Sheltered from the wind, there’s a private island paradise waiting for you to come ashore... where 
island-styled residences off er stunning sunset views, a deepwater marina provides direct access to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and dockside dining and boat drinks are served with a license to chill. Hurry, before this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity sails away!

MOVE-IN READY WATERFRONT RESIDENCES FROM THE HIGH $400s

Brand New Vacation Homes • Short-Term Rental Opportunity • Florida’s Last Private Island

OVERLOOKING ANNA MARIA SOUND

For more information, call today!
888-508-4680  |  OPHMintoUSA.com

12300 Manatee Ave. West, Bradenton, FL 34209

Lifestyle at One Particular Harbour

Live the

*Price excludes taxes. Costs of trip including airfare and expenses will be reimbursed up to $500 at closing. Purchase must be made within 90 days of One Particular Getaway visit. Receipts for airfare and expenses must be submitted in order to be reimbursed for exact expenditures. The reimbursement cost is 
not to exceed $500. This material shall not constitute a valid off er in any state where prior registration is required. The facilities and amenities described and depicted are proposed, but not yet constructed. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are merely representative of current development plans. 
Development plans, amenities, facilities, dimensions, specifi cations, prices and features depicted by artists’ renderings or otherwise described herein are approximate and subject to change without notice. © Minto Communities, LLC 2018. All rights reserved. Content may not be reproduced, copied, altered, 
distributed, stored or transferred in any form or by any means without express written permission. One Particular Harbour and the One Particular Harbour logo are trademarks of Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC and are used under license.  Minto and the Minto logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC and/or its 
affi  liates. CGC 1519880. 5/2018.

Introducing 
One Particular 

Getaway  
Only $229*

Purchase a One Particular Harbour home and your trip is on us!*

Anna Maria Island – Voted Top 10 Beach Sunset Views

Marina, Dining & 
Entertainment

• 3 days/2 nights in a waterfront home at One Particular Harbour
• Full access to resort recreation
• Use of Margaritaville beach cruiser during your stay
• And more!
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3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 941.778.0400

313 Pine Ave, Anna Maria, 941.778.0500

.

full service salon and spa off ering…
Hair ~ Nails ~ Massage ~ Facials
 Acupuncture ~ Body Treatments  
 ~ Bikini and Brazilian Waxing ~ 

AMI Chamber of Commerce
2017 Best Business of the Year 

TERRA’S 

714 43rd St. W • Bradenton
Tue-Fri 10-5, Sat 11-4

941.779.5350

NOW OPEN at our new location!

Handmade Sterling Jewelry

Visit www.islander.org for the best news on AMI.

GET YOURS @ The Islander, 
3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

Take some AMI home!
We have Islander “old navy” 

coffee mugs! Shopping totes! 
T-shirts! And $2 AMI stickers!

“Anna Maria Island,” a 
pictorial history book of 
the island by Bonner Joy, 
is available for $20 at The 
Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Joy 
is publisher of The Islander 
newspaper. She launched 
the newspaper in 1992, 
and is a 43-year islander.

Island Shopping 
Center
5400 Marina Drive 
at the Holmes Beach 
laundromat.
941-705-4603
yptapparel.com

The Islander Calendar
ARTS &

ENTERTAINMENT
ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Throughout May, Dieter Lau is the featured artist, Island Gal-
lery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6648.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • “Sea Debris: Awareness Through Art” exhibit, Mote Marine 
Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, City Island, Sarasota. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-388-4441.
 • Second Wednesdays, Think + Drink (science), South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • First Fridays, 6-9 p.m. ArtWalk in the Village of the Arts, around 
12th Street West and 12th Avenue West, Bradenton. Also, Saturdays 
after the fi rst Fridays. Information: villageofthearts@gmail.com.

KIDS & FAMILY
ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, May 23
 6:30-8:30 p.m. — Center of Anna Maria Island end-of-school 
party, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
Tuesday, May 29
 10 a.m. — Preschool storytime, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Wednesday, May 30
 6:30 p.m. — CrossPointe Fellowship end-of-school party, Bay-
front Park, North Bay Boulevard, Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0719.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • First Saturdays, Family Night at the Museum, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • Fourth Wednesdays, “Stelliferous Live” star talk, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.

LOOKING AHEAD ON AMI

 June 2, Anna Maria Island Privateers’ Snooks Adams Kids Day, 
Anna Maria.

GAMES, SPORTS
& OUTDOORS

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m., horseshoes pitched, 
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • Fridays, 1 p.m., mahjong games, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341. 
 • Mondays, noon, bridge, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Most Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m., mahjong games and instruction 
for beginners, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6341. 

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • First and third Wednesdays usually, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church Golfi ng for God, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. Info: 941-778-0414.
 • Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m., ACBL open 
pairs duplicate bridge, The Paradise Center, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key. Fee applies. Information: 941-216-9600.
 • Through Aug. 26, the Bradenton Marauders play home games 
at LECOM Park, 1611 Ninth St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Informa-
tion: 941-747-9442.

CLUBS & 
COMMUNITY

ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, May 23
 Noon — Adult coloring club, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Saturday, May 26
 9 a.m. — CPR training, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Monday, May 28
 10 a.m. — Anna Maria Memorial Day Salute, City Pier Park, 
Pine Avenue and North Bay Boulevard, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
Wednesday, May 30
 2 p.m. — Japanese fl oral design instruction, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Second and fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m. Just Older Youth/
JOY Brown Bag Lunch Series, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., veterans services assistance, Island 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 • Third Thursdays, 11:45 a.m., Successful Women Aligning 
Together meets, Bridge Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee applies. Information: 941-345-5135.
 • Fridays, Senior Adventures usually meets to carpool on an 
adventure or for an activity, Annie Silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-538-0945.
 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
breakfast meeting, Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe, Manatee Public 
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
1383.
 • Tuesdays, noon, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, Bridge 
Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-
518-1965.

GOOD TO KNOW
SAVE THE DATES

 • Monday, May 28, Memorial Day.
 • Tuesday, May 29, last day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
 • Friday, June 1, the start of the Atlantic hurricane season.
 • Thursday, June 14, Flag Day.
 • Sunday, June 17, Father’s Day.
 • Wednesday, July 4, Independence Day.
 • Monday, Aug. 13, fi rst day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
 • Monday, Sept. 3, Labor Day.
 • Wednesday, Oct. 31, Halloween.
 • Sunday, Nov. 4, daylight saving time ends.
 • Tuesday, Nov. 6, Election Day.
 • Sunday, Nov. 11, Veterans Day.
 • Thursday, Nov. 22, Thanksgiving Day.
 • Monday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve.
 • Tuesday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day.
 • Monday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve.

GET LISTED
 Send announcements for The Islander’s calendar to calendar@
islander.org. The deadline for listings is the Wednesday before the 
publication date. Please include the date, time, location and descrip-
tion of the event, as well as a phone number for publication.

GOOD DEEDS
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Looking for volunteer opportunities on or around Anna Maria 
Island? These organizations are seeking help:
 • The Roser Food Bank needs donations of cash and nonper-
ishable food. The pantry is administered by Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0414.
 • Moonracer Animal Rescue seeks volunteers to offer foster and 
forever homes for rescued animals. Information: 941-345-2441.
 Seeking volunteers? Email calendar@islander.org with the 
details. Please include a contact name and phone number.
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33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!
Ladies and Gents -- 2-year 

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tue-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2 • ATM & CCs •  941-798-9585

Signature 
ISLANDER gifts
NEW! Mugs, $10 each. 
All-cotton AMI tote bags, 
$5. Plus white and tie-dye 
“More-Than-a-Mullet-
Wrapper” T-shirts, $10-$15, 
and AMI stickers, $2. Come 
shop at 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach, sandwiched 
between Walgreens and the 
bagel cafe!

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
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5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Island happenings

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, giftssignature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • 317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com
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Privateers Kids Day set
 aaargh. 
 The anna maria Island privateers are hoisting the 
black fl ag and hosting the annual Snooks Adams Kids 
day Saturday, June 2.
 The annual party will take place 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
city pier park, pine avenue and north Bay Boulevard, 
anna maria.
 The event is an island tradition celebrating the end 
of the school year and the approach of summer vaca-
tion with games, face painting, a treasure hunt, prizes, 
tales of adventures on the high seas and a youth pirate 
costume contest.
 The pirates will be serving pizza and hot dogs for 
lunch — available for free to children and at a nominal 
cost to adults.
 The late W.H. “Snooks” adams, an island legend 
who retired in 1978 after 25 years as the Holmes Beach 
police chief, founded the party in 1954, when he loaded 
a group of local kids in his Jeep for a ride to the south 
end of the island for a cookout.
 after a few years, the outing was moved to the 
manatee public Beach, with the local Lions club help-
ing to grow the event.
 adams became a privateer in the 1970s and, in 
1980, amIp took charge of the celebration.
 for more information about Snooks adams Kids 
day, contact privateer Terry “cookie” rapert at 941-
705-0199.

Memorial Day observance planned in Anna Maria

Memorial Day salute
A crowd gathers in May 2017 
at City Pier Park in Anna 
Maria. The city held a Memo-
rial Day salute to recognize 
those who lost their lives in 
military service. Islander File 
Photo: Courtesy City of Anna 
Maria/LeAnne Addy

 The city of anna maria will observe memorial 
day with a ceremony and a symphony concert. The 
program will begin at 10 a.m. monday, may 28, in city 
pier park, pine avenue and north Bay Boulevard.
 plans include an invocation by the rev. ed moss 
of crosspointe fellowship in Holmes Beach, a wel-
come by mayor dan murphy and the presentation of 
colors by the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce honor 
guard.

 Holmes Beach mayor Bob Johnson and anna 
maria resident george Barford, both veterans, will 
place a memorial wreath in the park and murphy will 
recognize veterans and spouses in attendance.
 at about 10:30 a.m., the anna maria Island con-
cert chorus and orchestra will perform “patriotic” 
music.
 for more information, call anna maria city Hall 
at 941-708-6130.

Kids dig in the sand at Bayfront Park for jewels 
and beads during the 2017 treasure hunt at Snooks 
Adams Kids Day as parents and Privateers cheer 
them on. Islander File Photo: Bianca Benedí

Center, CrossPointe offer 
end-of-school parties

 The center of anna maria Island will hold 
an “end-of-school” celebration 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, may 23, at 407 magnolia ave., anna 
maria.
 crosspointe fellowship also will hold an 
end-of-school party that night at Bayfront park 
on north Bay Boulevard in anna maria.
 The center plans include sharing hot dogs and 
hamburgers provided by Slim’s place, the playing 
of the youth soccer championships, sports awards 
and an introduction to summer camp offerings.
 for more information, call the center at 941-
778-1908.

CrossPointe celebrates 
end of school year

 crosspointe fellowship will celebrate the end of 
the 2017-18 school year with a party during its last 
Wednesday night Blast before summer vacation.
 The party will be 6:30 p.m. until sunset Wednes-
day, may 30, at Bayfront park on north Bay Boulevard 
in anna maria.
 The church will serve hot dogs and refreshments.
 for more information, call the church at 941-778-
0719.

Click! The Islander welcomes news of the milestones in 
readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, travels and 
other events. Submit notices and photos with details 
to news@islander.org.
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Paralegal taunts city’s case against BB residents
By chrisann Silver esformes

Islander reporter
 What began as a grass-roots political group in Bra-
denton Beach has blossomed into a five-figure lawsuit 
against six former city board members.
 A suit initiated in August 2017 by ex-Mayor Jack 
Clarke and joined by the city against six now-former 
board members claims the defendants violated flori-
da’s government-in-the-Sunshine Laws by discussing 
city matters at a meeting of the now-defunct grass-roots 
group concerned neighbors of Bradenton Beach.
 additionally, the city alleges several of the defen-
dants exchanged private emails regarding city matters 
brought before them as board members.
 Michael Barfield, a paralegal working the case on 
behalf of the city, called a news conference may 17 to 
address the lawsuit at Bradenton Beach city Hall.
 He was joined by mayor John chappie and city 
attorney ricinda perry.
 Barfield began: “Last year, several members of 
advisory boards planned the creation of a shadow form 
of government called cnoBB, under the guise of a 
neighborhood association.”
  Barfield said once Perry learned of CNOBB dis-
cussions, “steps were taken to ensure accountability, 
including bringing legal action against those respon-
sible.”
 The Islander asked perry may 17 why the city 
did not choose to enact a resolution passed in august 
2016 to suspend board members whose actions could 
endanger the city. 
 She said the city considered suspension. However, 
she said, one of the defendants in the suit filed code 
enforcement complaints, actions against a commis-
sioner that could have “destroyed his livelihood.”
 Former P&Z member Reed Mapes, a defendant in 
the suit, said May 18, after Barfield’s city hall event, 
“The city’s choice not to enact the resolution shows 

that this is 100 percent political assassination.”
 mapes said recordings of cnoBB meetings were 
posted on cnoBB’s website the day they took place 
to maintain an open dialogue from the start. 
 “Barfield said they only received two meeting 
recordings and I sent all five, so this is just another 
baldfaced lie,” mapes said.
 The cnoBB meetings also were announced in 
The Islander, where the public was invited to attend.
 “no citizen wants its government to operate behind 
closed doors,” Barfield said at his event.
 Barfield also referred to several emails sent 
between cnoBB/city board members, which he said 
indicates the members knew they were violating the 
law.
 Barfield said defendant John Metz, a former P&Z 
member, is the “ringleader” of the suit, citing his 
efforts to challenge the constitutionality of the Sun-
shine Law.
 Additionally, Metz filed a motion that was heard 
may 9, asking to sequester witnesses in the case. It was 
denied by 12th Judicial circuit Judge Lon arend.
 “The city started on a process that they know is 
expensive and I guess they expected everyone to just 
lay down and roll over,” metz said. “They thought that 
they could shame these volunteers just by forcing them 
into some kind of lawsuit with Jack clarke.”
 Metz said Clarke was motivated to file the suit as 
revenge against people who opposed him when he was 
mayor — some of whom are defendants.
 “It’s certainly there as a political prosecution to 
get some paybacks,” metz said. “However, we’re quite 
confident about our situation.”
 depositions for the lawsuit are set to begin may 
23, and Barfield said he anticipates a trial by early 
fall.
 as of may 17, the lawsuit has cost the city 
$56,318.

Bradenton Beach charter 
review committee named

By chrisann Silver esformes
Islander reporter

 Bradenton Beach has appointed five citizens to 
serve as members of a charter review committee.
 The committee will review the charter for con-
sistency with amendments approved in 2017 and can 
make recommendations for the nov. 6 city ballot.
 The resolution for the crc was on the may 3 com-
mission agenda, but was tabled to may 17 to allow for 
applicants.
 crc applicants annie Leister — a commission 
candidate in the 2016 election — and Debra Cox were 
approved in a 4-1 vote, with commissioner randy 
White voting “nay.”
 White said he voted against Leister and Cox 
because he is concerned they are not qualified to serve 
on the committee.
 “The only real requirement is being a resident,” 
mayor John chappie said. “If you’re a resident, you’re 
qualified.”
 crc applicants mary Bell, dan morhaus and 
randy milton were approved unanimously.
 none of the appointed committee members 
attended the may 17 meeting.
 The committee members will be required to take 
a government-in-the-Sunshine class before meetings 
can be held.
 The mayor and commissioners opted to appoint 
Bell as temporary chair and Leister as vice chair — 
positions that can be changed when the committee 
holds its first meeting.
 The committee was formed in response to several 
citizen-initiated referendums that changed the city 
charter in 2017 and some new proposals to amend the 
charter in 2018.
 commissioner Jake Spooner mentioned there are 
citizen-initiated petitions to amend the charter cir-
culating in the city, and asked city attorney ricinda 
Perry what happens if two conflicting amendments are 
placed on the ballot and voters approve both.
 perry said if two amendments contradict each 
other, neither would pass.
 “Where there is a direct conflict, the law does not 
stand,” perry said.
 The crc will meet through July 18 to complete 
the review before the manatee county Supervisor of 
elections’ august submission deadline for the novem-
ber ballot.
 The city will schedule meetings for the crc to 
begin in early June at city hall, 107 gulf drive n.

BB resident seeks variance to replace triplex with home
By chrisann Silver esformes

Islander reporter
 The unusual shape of some lots in Bradenton 
Beach can be a challenge for builders.
 Mark and Lily Arcidy, owners of a triplex at 120 
ninth St. n., want a setback variance before they 
design a new single-family home for the property.
 The owners requested a 10-foot variance to the 
25-foot front-yard setback, a 5-foot variance to the 
required 10-foot side-yard setback and a 5-foot vari-
ance to the required 25-foot setback from Sarasota 
Bay.
 Setbacks are stated in the land development code 
and changes require a special master hearing and 
approval by a supermajority of the city commission.
 at a may 14 hearing, special master rob eschen-
felder, an attorney appointed by the city, heard testi-
mony from property owner mark arcidy, who said he 
and his wife plan to build their home on the property, 
which is zoned r3 residential, and houses three short-
term rental units.
 arcidy said the “odd, triangular lot shape” creates 
a hardship for building a “reasonable house.”
 He said, according to zoning, he could build a 
three-family vacation rental within the same footprint 
and add another story, but that is not his intention.
 “What we want most is our personal single-family 
residence, which would have a considerably smaller 
footprint than the existing building,” Arcidy said. “This 
is not to expand the rentals. We want to do away with 
the rentals.”

Mark Arcidy, owner of a triplex at 120 Ninth St. N., 
Bradenton Beach, hoping to build a new single-
family home, shows a photograph May 14 during his 
variance hearing at city hall.

 arcidy said he understands a new structure will 
partially obstruct views of the water from the neigh-
boring Bay View Terrace condominiums, on Seventh 
Street north, but what he plans to build would be less 
obtrusive than what could be built without variances.
 He said if he received the full variance, he would 
agree to make the structure a “permanent single-family 
residence.”
 He also said he would build a new seawall and, 
he added, his neighbors at the Terrace may want to 
address rebuilding their portion of the seawall at that 
time.
 Several owners from the Terrace condos, who sub-
mitted letters of opposition, attended the hearing.
 BVT resident John Livermore asked about the 
height of the new structure.

 Livermore said the new structure would block his 
views of the Intracoastal Waterway, negatively impact-
ing his property value.
 Terrace resident dan morehaus agreed with Liv-
ermore, saying the view from his condo was appraised 
at $50,000-$75,000 of his property value.
 Ldc regulations were in place when arcidy pur-
chased the property in december 2016, so how could 
arcidy claim hardship? asked morehaus.
 aJ Barnad, a designer with arcidy’s contractor, 
moss Builders of Holmes Beach, said the structure 
likely would reach maximum allowable height — 31 
feet above flood elevation.
 However, Barnad also said the current plans would 
lead to a structure that is 13 percent less than the maxi-
mum allowable footprint in the Ldc.
 Johanne Shoffstall, owner of two units at Bay 
View Terrace and a home on ninth Street north, cited 
several concerns.
 She said Barnard testified he wants to use maxi-
mum allowable lot coverage, which she said is not a 
hardship.
 Shoffstall said without the variance, the house 
would be about 4,000 square feet, but with the vari-
ance, it could be as large as 6,000 square feet.
 “It would look like a ufo landed there,” Shoffstall 
said.
 city planner alan garrett said, according to the 
LDC, the maximum building lot coverage is 35 percent 
of the lot and cannot change with the variance.
 Shoffstall said granting the setback variance also 
would mean less room for people to turn around on 
ninth Street north — a narrow, dead-end street — 
creating a safety hazard.
 BVT owner antonio colizza said he might have 
opposed the variance before getting all the facts, but 
he now is in favor of arcidy’s request. perhaps the 
neighborhood could benefit from a new family.
 “I don’t really see an issue,” colizza said. “We 
could be friends, rather than be at each other’s 
throats.”
 eschenfelder closed the hearing, saying he would 
review the testimony and provide his final order to the 
city and arcidy within 15 calendar days, or may 29.
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Bealls Stores & BeallsFlorida.com are operated by 
Bealls Stores, Inc. and Beall’s Westgate Corporation. GE01

$10 bealls 
buck$

FOR EVERY $50 YOU SPEND

GET
Receive $10 Bealls Bucks (May 23-31, 2018) when you make a qualifying merchandise purchase of 
$50 or more (before taxes) in Bealls Stores only. Maximum of $120 Bealls Bucks awarded per guest. 
Bealls Bucks have no cash value and can be redeemed in-store (June 1 & 2, 2018) only at Bealls Stores. 
Bealls Bucks must be presented and surrendered at time of purchase; any remaining balance will be 
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cards, taxes or existing Bealls Florida credit balances. Bealls Bucks will be applied before any percent 
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Coupon valid for one time use on a qualifying merchandise purchase in Bealls Stores, by 
phone at 800-569-9038, on Click & Find® kiosks and on BeallsFlorida.com only. Coupon 
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Eyes on the road
 The florida department of Transportation and 
manatee county posted the following advisories for 
the week of may 21:
 • Avenue C: Manatee County crews are replacing 
force mains along avenue c from 24th to 26th streets 
north. Intermediate road closures will take place. The 
route from avenue c southbound onto gulf drive is 
temporarily closed. The roadway is open northbound 
to local traffi c from Gulf Drive to 22nd Street North.
 • Gulf Drive, between Avenue C and Cortez Road: 
continuing through June 29, directional drilling and 

Roadwatch

i.wed
JEWELRY

Bridge Street Jewelers
The island’s full-service jewelry store.

129 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-896-7800

PHOTOGRAPHY
Jack Elka PhotoGraphics

The fi nest wedding photography 
since 1980. www.jackelka.com

941-778-2711

ACCOMMODATIONS
Tortuga Inn Beach &
Tradewinds Resorts

90 well-appointed rooms, apts., suites 
with kitchens. Wi-fi , pools, beach, more!

www.tortugainn.com
941-778-6611

www.tradewinds-resort.com
Bungalow Beach Resort

DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH! 
Classic 1930s island-style resort.

800-779-3601
bungalow@bungalowbeach.com

www.bungalowbeach.com

The Islander Wedding Directory

ACCOMMODAATI

TTT

TO PROMOTE YOUR WEDDING SERVICES, 
CONTACT ISLANDER iWED EXPERT

TONI LYON 
941.778.7978 OR CELL 941-928-8735 

TONI@ISLANDER.ORG

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT
Chuck Caudill Entertainment 

Beach weddings and events. DJ service, 
live guitar and more from an 

experienced island professional. 
941-778-5676 • www.chuckcaudill.com

Gulf Drive Band
The Best! Classic Danceable Tunes 

Musical Entertainment
DJ for Weddings, Receptions. 

Call: 941-778-0173. 
email: gulfdriveband@gmail.com

Massage Therapy | Acupuncture | Yoga
2219 Gulf Drive N | Bradenton Beach 

941.778.8400 | www.alunawellness.com 

Holistic wellness 
center and spa 

Now off ering yoga and meditation in the 
ambiance of a healing Himalayan salt wall.

MASSAGE BY NADIA
Call 941.518.8301

Massaging on AMI for 
more than 17 years.

Your place, your convenience.
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HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Barrier island traffi c study solutions: paid parking, wayfi nder 

AMI parking at a glance
Walker consultants of Tampa Bay invento-

ried parking on anna maria Island for the florida 
department of Transportation barrier island traf-
fi c study. Walker used the Sarasota and Manatee 
counties property appraiser databases, then sorted 
parking data into zones identifi ed in the Sarasota/
Manatee Barrier Island Traffi c Study.

ZoneS SpaceS
anna maria 1,138
Bradenton Beach 986 
coquina Beach 933
Holmes Beach 2,014
Total 5,071

Terry o’connor
Islander reporter

The 5,071 parking spaces on Anna Maria Island fi ll 
up fast during holidays and prime beach days.

more than 1,000 more parking spaces are needed 
to address the imbalance, according to a recent con-
sultant’s report.

Instituting paid parking and installing a wayfi nder 
system could help solve the problem, according to a 
72-page analysis and recommendations from Walker 
consultants of Tampa Bay.

parking so far is one of the least-discussed aspects 
of the $675,000 barrier island traffi c study undertaken 
by the florida department of Transportation, which 
now includes the Walker report.

Bessie reina, doT project manager for BITS, said 
parking will be discussed during an update at a June 8 
meeting in Holmes Beach. 

“as we move into phase III, the recommendation 
list will be further refi ned,” Reina said.

The study is supposed to identify traffi c problems 
and solutions involving vehicles, parking, bicycles and 
pedestrians on the barrier islands from anna maria to 
Lido Key. 

Walker’s recommendations were similar for anna 
maria, Bradenton Beach, coquina Beach and Holmes 
Beach: Develop a wayfi nding system to provide island-
bound motorists with parking options. 

To subsidize the cost of installing and maintaining 
a wayfi nding system, remote parking inventory and 
parking lease agreements, Walker suggested the island 
cities charge a fee for public parking.

“The policy of charging a fee for public parking 
access will not only help fund the ongoing operations 
of these recommendations but, more importantly, will 
help establish a pricepoint,” according to the report.

Walker’s anna maria analysis projects a peak 
parking demand of 1,138 spaces at 2 p.m. on a march 
weekend compared with a typical demand of 892 
spaces around 6 p.m. in the same march time frame.

“We recommend the city engage in discussion with 
gloria dei Lutheran church for the lease of their 60 

parking spaces during non-worship activity for the com-
munity to meet the overall demand needs during this 
peak hour,” according to the report.

gloria dei, 6608 marina drive, has declined in the 
past to lease parking spaces, saying it could complicate 
selling any of its property, but Walker advised persis-
tence in its report.

other churches also resisted attempts in the past by 
Holmes Beach offi cials to “borrow” parking for beach-
goers.

“otherwise, we can anticipate a shortfall of a similar 

amount equal to the church parking inventory,” accord-
ing to the report.

Holmes Beach parking demand in the daytime typi-
cally peaks at 2,014 spaces by noon on a march week-
end compared with a typical evening parking demand 
of 1,649 spaces at 6 p.m. in the same month.

“We recommend the city engage in discussion with 
the neighborhood worship centers for the lease of their 
cumulative 510 parking spaces during non-worship 
activity in order for the community to meet the overall 
demand needs during this peak hour,” according to the 
report. “otherwise, we can anticipate a projected short-
fall of 327 spaces.”

Walker’s Bradenton Beach analysis projects a typi-
cal peak parking demand of 986 spaces around 6 p.m. 
on a weekend in march, which equates to a parking 
defi cit of 340 spaces.

Walker said remote parking locations should be 
explored in Bradenton Beach through public/private 
partnerships with landowners along cortez road. 

His coquina Beach and coquina Bayside South 
boat ramp parking inventory of 933 spaces leaves a 
parking defi cit of 248 spaces during peak demand times 
in march.

The study recommends charging to park, estab-
lishing wayfi nder and promoting off-island transit ser-
vices.

Funding will be identifi ed if any DOT recommen-
dations are adopted as priority items by the Sarasota/
manatee metropolitan planning organization, which 
was created in the 1950s to provide a local voice for the 
state on transportation issues.

The study can be reviewed online at swfl roads.com/
sarasotamanateebarrier islands/. The site shows statis-
tics on vehicle-turning movement, parking, pedestrian 
activity, land use, multimodal options, transit service 
and ridership and bottleneck locations. 

The doT will update BITS at 9:30 a.m. friday, 
June 8, at crosspointe fellowship, 8605 gulf drive, 
Holmes Beach.

Looking east in March, cars maneuver Manatee 
Avenue in Holmes Beach, where parking demands at 
the Manatee Public Beach push beachgoers to park 
on the right of way on the south side of the road. 
Islander Photo: Jack Elka

open-cut installation of a force main is underway. Traf-
fi c will be shifted to the west to allow for construction 
activities. for more information about the project, go 
online to amipipereplacement.com.
 • SR 64/Manatee Avenue on Perico Island from 
martinique drive to 107th court West: crews are 
improving drainage, constructing sidewalk and bicycle 
lanes and installing new signage and pavement mark-
ings. Work occurs off the roadway and does not require 
lane closures. florida Safety contractors Inc. is the 
contractor. Expected completion is fall 2018.
 for the latest road watch information, go online to 
www.fl 511.com or dial 511.
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Perico Island traffic potential a developing concern 

Force Main 5 work expected to scramble island traffic
By Terry o’connor
Islander reporter

Bradenton Beach mayor John chappie doesn’t 
mince words when discussing the summer outlook for 
motorists dodging roadwork along gulf drive/State 
road 789.

“It’s going to be a mess,” chappie said at the may 
16 meeting of the coalition of Barrier Island elected 
Officials in Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina 
drive. “especially at cortez road in front of Bridge-
port condominiums. There’s not a lot of room.”

There will be a welcome break the week of the 
busy July fourth holiday, which falls on a Wednesday. 
construction will be suspended the entire week of the 
holiday, chappie said. 

The road is being torn up for the $7.4 million Force 
main 5 project to replace 50-year-old water and sewer 
lines, modify lift-station pipelines and install 20,000 
feet of pipelines between manatee avenue and cortez 
road on anna maria Island.

Temporary striping will indicate shifting traf-
fic patterns along Gulf Drive between Avenue C and 
cortez road as the work progresses, according to Tina 
Allen, Manatee County’s public information officer 

for the project.
Tenth Street north at gulf drive in Bradenton 

Beach is closed through June 18, allen said. a detour 
on 11th Street north will route travelers to Bay drive 
north and back to gulf drive.

Work through June 29 will constrict gulf drive’s 
already narrow roads and sidewalks, chappie said. 
Tractor-trailer rigs may find the route especially chal-
lenging, he said.

“It’s going to be difficult for large tractor-trailer 
rigs to make that turn,” he said. 

The main task is directional drilling and open-cut 
installation of a force main along gulf drive. force 
mains are pressurized pipelines that convey raw waste-
water from a pump station to the treatment facility. 

Water mains are pressurized pipelines supplying 
potable drinking water. 

project limits range from north of State road 64/
manatee avenue on State road 789/gulf drive in 
Holmes Beach to State road 684/cortez road West 
in Bradenton Beach.

Some road closures are to be expected, Allen said, 
and motorists in construction zones must reduce speed 
as well as yield to pedestrians, bicyclists, trucks and 

By Terry o’connor
Islander reporter

Excitement over foundations being laid for another 
top-shelf resort-hotel is tempered on anna maria Island 
by the traffic it is expected to generate. 

When the name Jimmy Buffett is attached, antici-
pation turns to flocks of Parrotheads coming soon to 
perico Island.

margaritaville Holdings and minto communi-
ties announced april 17 the Sarasota-based floridays 
Development Co. will build the first hotel by Marga-
ritaville, including a LandShark Bar & Grill, at 12300 
manatee ave., across the Intracoastal Waterway from 
Holmes Beach overlooking anna maria Sound.

Bradenton gave minto communities approval to 
build 686 homes in the Harbour Isle development on 

perico Island and more than 200 have 
been constructed.

Holmes Beach police chief Bill 
Tokajer is monitoring the develop-
ment.

“I think it will add some traffic 
concerns,” Tokajer said. “That might 
be an area they want to look at for 

some type of signal or roundabout.”
Tokajer said he doesn’t know how much traffic 

the resort will generate and neither does the florida 
department of Transportation.

“I’m sure the doT won’t even begin a review until 
it’s all up and running,” he said.

Senior planner marshall mccrary of Bradenton 
planning and development services was unable to 

Tokajer

locate the traffic study done by developers for city 
permits before The Islander press deadline.

“It’s an older, multiple development just now 
coming to fruition,” mccrary said.

construction on the hotel and restaurant will begin 
in 2019, according to a news release. Work on minto’s 
residential projects is ongoing.

a doT spokesman said construction of the new 
resort is unlikely to conflict with rebuilding the Anna 
maria Island Bridge.

“We are aware of the development, but do not 
believe that it will have an adverse impact on the cur-
rent design of the bridge,” said Zachary Burch, doT 
government affairs and communications manager.

Bridge construction is not yet funded in the doT 
work program, he said, so construction schedules are 
unlikely to coincide. Bridge construction details are 
not yet available, he said.

“We update the work program every summer and 
present it to the Sarasota/manatee metropolitan plan-
ning organization in the fall,” Burch said.

MPO executive director David Hutchinson said 
increased traffic and population growth are givens at 
the resort and elsewhere along the manatee avenue/
State road 64 stretch between the mainland and anna 
maria Island. He suggested the doT consider infra-
structure solutions.

“It looks like a perfect place for a roundabout to 
me,” Hutchinson said.

The full name of the complex is a mouthful. One 
particular Harbour margaritaville marina and resi-
dences at Harbour Isle will include a 130-room hotel 
and restaurant on 220 acres on anna maria Sound. 

The one particular Harbour community also 
includes 132 residences and deepwater marina. 

The entrance for the 
resort-residential 

property named One 
Particular Harbour 

is east of the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge on 

Manatee Avenue. The 
Jimmy Buffett-inspired 
residences are near the 

gates to the Harbour Isle 
development, including 

a yet-to-open marina 
on Anna Maria Sound 

at 12300 Manatee Ave. 
W., Perico Island. Retail 
stores and a resort hotel 
and restaurant also are 

planned. Islander Photo: 
Terry O’Connor

The Manatee County $7.4 million Force Main 5 
project to replace 50-year-old water and sewer lines 
between Cortez Road and Manatee Avenue on AMI 
is expected to wrap up in the summer 2019. Islander 
Graphic: Courtesy Manatee County

Holmes Beach pier to remain a missed opportunity 

heavy equipment, according to allen.
The project started in June 2017 with anticipated 

completion in summer 2019.
for more information, go to amipipereplacement.

com.

By Terry o’connor
Islander reporter 

manatee county could replicate a low-level pier 
in Holmes Beach.

It won’t. But it could.
The pier at the county-maintained manatee public 

Beach was torn down after it was deemed unsafe by 
engineers in february 2009.

nearly a decade later, the time to rebuild the pier 
has passed, in the opinion of a top county official.

“With so many other construction priorities on 
the immediate horizon, the inclusion of a recreational 
amenity pier at manatee Beach is no longer a priority 
project,” said charlie Hunsicker, director of the mana-
tee county parks and natural resources department.

replacing the 312-foot-long pier was originally 
authorized under a federal permit that expired in 2012, 
according to a 2013 manatee county report. 

Pier replication was estimated then to cost $1.74 
million, while a 600-foot-long pier option was esti-
mated at $2.94 million, according to the report. 

Those cost estimates are no longer valid, Hun-

sicker said. 
“Substantial inflationary pressure on construction 

materials, labor and other factors would significantly 
increase costs for either structure today,” Hunsicker 
said.

After the original permit expired, the project was 
reauthorized through april 4, 2014, according to an 
email to The Islander. 

on the state level, the dep issued a permit dated 
dec. 8, 2010, to replace the manatee county public 
beach pier, which was valid for five years.

The permits authorized construction of a pier simi-
lar to the original structure. 

However, manatee county commissioners unani-
mously approved a proposal dated march 3, 2009, by 
Hunsicker to build a new pier twice as long as the 
original structure and twice as high at 15 feet. 

The dep then issued a permit.
Shannon Herbon, dep public information man-

ager, said even today the pier can be rebuilt to its 
former size.

The u.S. army corps of engineers joined the u.S. 

Coast Guard and DEP in confirming there is no obliga-
tion to double the height of the pier to 15 feet.

money and aesthetics remain valid reasons for 
abandoning the pier rebuild, Hunsicker and Holmes 
Beach commissioners agree. 

Holmes Beach commissioners voted unanimously 
march 1 not to request funding from manatee county 
for a pier replacement. 

commission chair Judy Titsworth said the vote 
could have been different had commissioners known 
it could be rebuilt to its former dimensions.

The city commission vote followed a request 
form county commissioner carol Whitmore, former 
Holmes Beach mayor and commissioner, who asked 
if her hometown wanted to rebuild the pier.

Hunsicker said the city commissioners made a 
good decision.

“It should be noted that today’s americans with 
disabilities act access requirements would have the 
landside start of the pier itself beginning east of the 
current lifeguard tower, essentially dividing the current 
beach in half,” Hunsicker said.
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IT’S HOT OUTSIDE, 
STAY COOL
AC Tune-Up Special 

$7999 
Performance test, ACUV dye, 
up to 1 pound of freon. 
Exp 10-22-14. CALL GROOMS!

5608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 
941.896.7898

Expires 05-30-18

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

14
26

59
6)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975
Two Florida State-Certifi ed Master Plumbers

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
HUMIDITY CONTROLS! 



Are you going away and closing your 
home, even for a short while? Help prevent  

mildew formation with a dehumidistat.  
It works with your existing thermostat  

to turn your system on only when  
the two humidity forming conditions,  

heat and humidity, are met.   


For only $188, you can buy  
“peace of mind.” Price includes  

installation and sales tax. 



We like 
likes

facebook.com/ 
Islandernewspaper

BEN AND KAREN COOPER
PLEASE COME SEE US AT OUR NEW OFFICE 
NEXT TO THE REGIONS BANK BUILDING AT  

4401 MANATEE AVE. W., BRADENTON.

941-795-7048 Office
941-795-4878 Fax

941-713-9190 Cell
benacooper@aol.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

6412 Manatee Ave. W. Bradenton 941-794-5007
WWW.AMERICANCARCAREBRADENTON.COM

THE WORKS
Full-Service Car Wash, 

PLUS Polish-N-Wax, Under 
Chassis Wash, Armor All on 

Tires & Air Freshener
Most Vehicles.

AMERICAN CAR CARE
941-794-5007

THE WORKSTHE WORKSTHE WORKSTHE WORKS
$3 OFF

FRESH & SHINE
Full-Service Car Wash, 

PLUS Sealer Wax, 
Under Chassis Wash 

& Air Freshener. 
Most vehicles

AMERICAN CAR CARE
941-794-5007

FRESH & SHINEFRESH & SHINEFRESH & SHINEFRESH & SHINE
$2 OFF

Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other offers or prior services.

Expires 06-06-18

Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other offers or prior services.

Expires 06-06-18

Call 941-447-4392 
for a free quote or 
visit us online at 
ironmanstarkpools.com

County sets hearing in sewer case, builder sends warnings 
By Kathy prucnell
Islander reporter

 With court filings in april and may, manatee 
county appears to be nudging the city of Bradenton 
Beach and builder/owner Shawn Kaleta toward the 
finish line in a sewer easement dispute. 
 County attorneys filed notices asking for a trial 
and setting aug. 9 for a judge to hear their motion 
for a temporary injunction to halt pool and pool deck 
construction on three Kaleta properties, 112, 114 and 
116 11th St. in Bradenton Beach.
  meanwhile, a Kaleta attorney is 

warning about what he calls the coun-
ty’s “precarious position.”

  manatee county sued the city, 
Kaleta and two of his companies, 
in august 2017, asking a judge to 
declare an easement around the sewer 
line on the three Kaleta-owned prop-
erties.
 The sewer line, which serves 
manatee county customers in Bra-
denton Beach and south to Longboat 
pass, is more than 40 years old, com-
posed of vitrified clay and is buried 
10 feet.

 The county wants a 20-foot easement around the 
pipe, prohibiting pools and buildings, elevated struc-
tures and any excavation deeper than 2 feet.
 The land was arguably opened to development by 
the city of Bradenton Beach when it vacated a street 
with a 2001 resolution.
 county administrator ed Hunzeker and Braden-
ton Beach mayor John chappie and their attorneys 
and Kaleta and his attorneys met Jan. 10 at the county 
administration building to assess the conflict.
 at the meeting, Kaleta attorney Louis najmy of 
najmy Thompson criticized the county for reject-
ing his client’s settlement offer of a “free easement” 
with a five-year indemnification, saying disruption to 
the sewer pipe from pool construction is “extremely 
unlikely.”

 He continued the criticism in a May 16 text mes-
sage:
 “It’s up to the county on how long they want to 
put the city in jeopardy by pursuing this very risky 
claim.”
 If the city loses and the county wins, according to 
najmy, “many homeowners” will be forced to remove 
structures, homes and pools near the sewer line, “which 
in turn exposes the city to many millions of dollars of 
liability to these homeowners.”
 He believes about 35 homeowners would be 
impacted.

 on the other hand, najmy added, if the county 
loses and the city vacation stands, the homeowners 
may file “ejectment” cases against the county for the 
pipe’s relocation and/or payment for using their land.
 The county claims the city vacation was void 
because it failed to properly identify the street and 
land impacted, so the three Kaleta properties remain 
subject to the right of way.
 Bradenton Beach has stood by its 2001 resolu-
tion.
 about the status of the suit, mayor John chappie 
said may 16, the “ball is in the county’s court.”

Kaleta

Najmy

Attorney Louis Najmy, left, 
representing Shawn Kaleta, 
and attorney Jason Gaskill, 
representing Kaleta-owned BB 
Bayfront LLC, confer in a room 
full of representatives from 
all sides during a Bradenton 
Beach-Manatee County Janu-
ary conflict assessment session 
at the Manatee County Admin-
istration Building, Bradenton. 
Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell

Playground  
teardown
Don Buss, David Higgins 
and Matt Gibbons, from 
Bradenton Beach public 
works, remove the jun-
gle-gym base May 16 at 
Lou Barolo South Park 
at Fourth Street North 
and Highland Avenue, 
part of a city project to 
place new equipment at 
the park. Islander Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell
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Nochemicalsinside.comNochemicalsinside.com 

No More Chemicals Inside your House! 
Smart Water Technology tied into your Sprinkler System will accomplish this 
Goal ! 

37 Years in Business, Family Owned and Operated! 

No More  Mosquitos, No No-Seeums, No Fireants 
and many more insects that our Guarantee covers. 

 We will save you appr 75000 Gallon of water per year 

 Inside and Outside Pest Management all done with ONLY 
ORGANIC Products 

 Outside Liquid Fertilization for Lawn, Shrubs and Trees all 
done with ONLY ORGANIC Products  

 Smart Water Technology Controller using latest Technology 
and will be managed by us                    

FOR ONE LOW MONTHLY FEE 

Signature ISLAND 
gifts! NEW! Navy mugs, 
$10 each. New all-cotton 
AMI tote bags, $5. White 
and tie-dye “More-Than-a-
Mullet-Wrapper” T-shirts, 
$10-$15, and AMI stickers, 
$2. Come shop at 3218 E. 
Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 
sandwiched between Wal-
greens and the bagel cafe!

Cortez stone crab season ends ‘a bust’

Mote researcher: Red tide kills stone crabs
 red tide is bad news — a study on stone crabs 
confi rms it.
 a joint mote marine Laboratory and florida fish 
and Wildlife conservation commission study shows 
crabs impaired by toxic red tide may be more vulner-
able to predators and prolonged exposure “appears to 
kill them outright.”
 That conclusion comes from mote researcher phil 
gravinese, who led the 2017 nine-day study.
 For the fi rst 48 hours of the study, the stone crabs 
appeared OK, but, after the fi rst crab death on Day 
Three, “it got worse and worse,” he said may 17.
 gravinese decided to test crabs for stress caused by 
Karenia brevis — the red tide organism — after a 2017 
meeting, where fi shers asked about lethargic crabs and 
relatively empty traps after experiencing stretches of 
red tide.
 gravinese monitored levels of stress to predict 
survival on 36 sublegal stone crabs — young adults 
with claws too small to harvest — by placing 12 crabs 
in seawater, 12 crabs in high levels of toxic Karenia 

brevis and 12 crabs with a low-toxin strain of the plant-
like organism.
 The study showed the least stressed crabs were in 
the seawater tank.
 In the low-toxin red tide algae group, crabs ate 
43 percent less food, suggesting more stress, and they 
were 25 percent more likely to die.
 and in the tank with the highest level of the K. 
brevis toxin, the crabs ate 67 percent less and their sur-
vival rate dropped 42 percent compared to the control 
group, according to the results.
 gravinese acknowledged the controlled setting 
didn’t allow for the possibility of crabs crawling away 
to avoid a red tide bloom, but he concluded, it was 
unlikely the juvenile crabs would have migrated from 
the bloom, “especially if it’s, say, 40 feet deep, several 
miles long and lasts six months.”
 In August 2014, a major red tide bloom extended 
some 100 miles along florida’s gulf coastline, 30 
miles off shore and killed thousands of fi sh. 
 red tide’s harmful algae blooms also are con-

By Kathy prucnell and Sandy ambrogi
Islander reporters

 The 2017-18 stone crab season for Cortez fi shers 
was the worst in years.
 “Terrible. absolutely horrible,” said Bob Slicker, 
manager of the Swordfi sh Grill, 4628 119th Street W., 
cortez, about the lack of stone crab claws coming from 
boats to the docks and eventually to the restaurant.
 John Banyas, who owns the Swordfish, which 
serves the delicacy, the 119th Street fi sh house and 
docks and the Cortez Bait & Seafood Markets, 
expressed a similar sentiment in January, hoping the 
season would improve. 
 However, it did not improve. It was a bust.
 The season for commercial and recreational stone 
crab claws in florida closed may 16, with the last day 
of harvest may 15. It won’t reopen until oct. 15.
 FWC closes the harvest season for fi ve months 
annually during the peak spawning season to help con-
serve and sustain the fi shery.
 commercially harvested claws already processed 
and placed in inventory before may 16 can be sold 
during the closed season, according to the fWc, but 
only by a licensed wholesale or retail dealer.
 Kim mcVey, manager at the 119th Street fish 
house, said crabbers this year hauled their traps to 
shore early.
 Louis apolinaro, dock manager, said may 16 “they 

hardly caught nothing.”
 James “Wyre” Lee, who runs the Cortez Bait & 
Seafood fish market, 12110 cortez road West, said 
may 17, it’s been awful for four years. “It’s been 
aggravating,” he said.
 His best seller, when he could get them, were the 
5-7 ounce claws, which ran at $32 a pound this year 
— high compared to other seasons, he said.
 “I couldn’t get enough of what I wanted,” Wyre 
said, adding his crabbers quit a month ago.
 Sending three fi shers on a boat to pull 500 traps 
for 40 or 50 pounds of crab claws, “It’s not any way 
to run a business,” he said.
 although stone crab harvesting — only claws mea-
suring at least 2 3/4 inches from the elbow to the immov-
able portion of the claw are legal to take — hasn’t been 
good for the cortez market, ryan gandy, a researcher 
with fWc’s fish and Wildlife research Institute said 
statewide “the season was oK.”
 “There were regional shortages nearshore but off-
shore had a good catch of crabs throughout the state,” 
he emailed may 18, adding Hurricane Irma drove crabs 
offshore and crabbers who went 20-50-plus miles out 
“did well.”
 “In talking to fi shers across the state,” Gandy said 
he heard this season’s catch was down from previous 
years, crabs were caught consistently in deeper water 
and the price of the crab claws was “good all season,” 

offsetting for a low supply.
 phil gravinese, mote marine Laboratory stone 
crab researcher, said the fi shery is cyclical, but declin-
ing overall since 2000. The florida Keys crabbers 
reported a steadier stone crab season than other parts 
of the state, he noted.
 Statewide, the claw harvest has dropped about a 
third, from 3 1/2 million pounds-2 1/2 million pounds.
 possible reasons for the decline include environ-
mental changes and red tide, Hurricane Irma, overfi sh-
ing since 1996 and an infl ux of octopi, the stone crab’s 
arch enemy, gravinese said.

nected to shellfi sh poisoning and respiratory problems 
in humans.
 according to the fWc, the K. Brevis red tide 
attacks to the central nervous system of fi sh, birds and 
mammals are not a new phenomenon and red tide is 
not caused by nutrient pollution.
 red tides have been documented since the 1700s 
and develop 10-40 miles offshore, away from man-
made sources, the fWc website states.
 However, gravinese pointed to another school of 
thought, which connects fertilizer dumping and runoff 
with stimulating and perpetuating red tides.
 as far as the reason for modern red tides, he said, 
more research is needed.
 The fWc’s fish and Wildlife research Institute 
worked collaboratively with gravinese, according to 
institute researcher ryan gandy.
 Gravinese’s fi ndings “will fi ll a large gap in our 
understanding of the impact of red tide on the stone 
crab population and its associated fi shery,” he said.
 — Kathy Prucnell

Bernardo Sosa of the Star Fish Company om 
Cortez weighs a catch of stone crabs Oct. 15 on 
the inaugural day of the 2017 stone crab season. 
Islander File Photo: Sandy Ambrogi
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Mr. Louie goes to Washington
By Sandy ambrogi
Islander reporter

 It was a whirlwind journey for an 88-year old 
veteran and anna maria Island icon.
 When Louie Strickland’s daughter, mary chris 
Berra, of Bradenton, heard about an Honor flight 
sponsored by Southwest florida Hub 7 of the Honor 
flight network, she signed her dad up for the trip.
 “I missed World War II. I was Korean War,” 
Strickland said of his military service as he sat on 
a stool at the kitchen counter of his Holmes Beach 
home.
 “I worked on tanks and trucks and ordinance 
in the army,” Strickland said. “When I came out in 
1953, I was a corporal. I served here in the states — 
maryland, new York, Virginia — and was getting 
ready to go over there when the war ended. a lot of 
them boys I drafted with, they went over before that 
and they got killed.”
 “I was one of the lucky ones, I guessed you’d 
say.” He trailed off.
 many people in Holmes Beach and around anna 
maria Island know Louie Strickland — not for his 
service in the army, but for his customer service at 
the island Publix Super Market. Spritely and cheery, 
he never met a stranger and most people just call him 
by his fi rst name. 
 “I was a mailman in dundalk, maryland. I retired 
from the post offi ce in 1985. The ZIP code there is 
21222,” Strickland said, laughing. “I remember that 
but not how to spell it.”
 He and wife mary settled in Holmes Beach 10 
years later, in 1995, and he started at the Publix soon 
after.
 “mary passed away in december 2015 and now 
resides at the veteran’s cemetery over there,” Strick-
land said. He pointed in the direction of the mainland 
and paused.
 “now let’s talk about this trip! Yes, sireee that 
was some trip!” he said excitedly.
 “We went to the fort myers airport real early 
and they had doughnuts and breakfast sandwiches 
and juice. Then we got on the plane and they gave 
us a bag lunch and water. We had everything we 
needed,” Strickland said. 
 on the plane with Strickland were 75 veter-
ans — 17 from World War II, 23 from the Korean 
War and 23 from the Vietnam War —  as well as 13 
veteran guardians. In addition, 51 escorts and nine 

staff took the nonstop to the u.S. capital. The group 
toured major sites by bus, stopping at war memorials, 
including the Tomb of the unknown Soldier, where 
they saw the changing of the guard, and arlington 
national cemetery. The vets also visited the capitol 
Building and the White House.
 “The White House has two fronts. did you know 
that? The back front and the front front. They took us 
to the back front,” Strickland said.
 “We went to the different war memorials — the 
World War II, Korean, the Vietnam Wall. on the black 
marble wall on the Vietnam Wall there were pictures 
of soldiers. They looked like a forest from far off, but 
up close, they were faces,” Strickland said.
 “I went to Washington 35-40 years ago. I saw what 
was there then. not all this new stuff,” he said.
 “I saw Bob dole and his wife. They were at the 
World War II memorial. He was in a wheelchair. He 
still works in a law offi ce two days a week. He’s 95 

years old!”
 Strickland said dole, who often visits memori-
als, shook hands with him and he patted dole on the 
shoulder.
 On the fl ight back, the veterans had mail call. 
names were called and each vet was given a bag full 
of letters written to them by people all over amer-
ica, including two packs of thank-you notes from 
elementary school students. It’s part of the program 
coordinated through Honor flight.
 “Those letters from the kids are funny,” Strick-
land said. “They got dogs and cats and birds and all 
kinds of stuff mixed in with the thank you. You know 
how kids are.”
 one more surprise awaited the veterans and their 
escorts when they stepped off the Southwest plane 
at fort myers airport.
 They were met with a hero’s welcome. a band 
was playing. Folks waved American fl ags. Repre-
sentatives from the four branches of the military, as 
well as law enforcement offi cers, stood at attention. 
and everyday citizens showed the vets their appre-
ciation.
 “It made us feel so good. It really touched my 
heart. eight and 10 year olds giving us a hug and 
waving. military men saluting and some just shak-
ing hands,” Strickland said. “I thought maybe more 
people from this area would have been there. alto-
gether, I bet 250 people were there.”
 Strickland said he had no travel plans on his 
calendar. “I’m just keeping the house and taking my 
walking stick to the beach,” he said. 
 may 30 will mark 19 years of Strickland’s cus-
tomer service career at the Publix.
 Next time you shop for groceries on a Tuesday 
or Wednesday morning, look for Louie and give him 
a salute and thank him for his service — in the war 
and here on anna maria Island.
 He’ll appreciate it.

about Honor Flight
 In Southwest florida, contact ann marie 
mcevoy at the Southwest florida Hub 7 of the 
Honor flight network at 941-613-0919. for more 
information about the Honor flight network, go to 
the website at honorfl ight.org.

Louie Strickland stands by the Refl ecting Pool on the 
National Mall during his Honor Flight trip May 5. 
The Washington Monument is at the far end of the 
mall. 

Louie Strick-
land shows off 
stacks of mail 
and a gift bag 

from his May 5 
Honor Flight 

to Washing-
ton, D.C., with 
the Southwest 
Florida Hub 

7. Strickland, 
a resident of 

Holmes Beach, 
was accom-

panied by his 
daughter, Mary 

Chris Berra, 
of Bradenton. 

Islander Photo: 
Sandy Ambrogi

Louie Strickland gets smooches from World War II 
Army nurse re-enactors May 5 during his Honor 
Flight trip to Washington, D.C. “They had one 
of those vehicles the doctors used for wounded 
soldiers and everything,” he said of the nurses. 
Islander Photos: Courtesy Mary Chris Berra
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Tiki & Kitty’s 
Adventures in Shopping …
Antiques, Art-Tiques and 
Chic Boutiques!
signment bargains, including books and collectibles. 

Kingberry Estate Finds in palmetto offers home 
furnishings and decor, emphasizing quality, comfort and 
style at affordable prices. The estate inventory includes 
items for inside and outside your home. as an added 
bonus, you’ll fi nd Annie Sloan Chalk Paint exclusively 
in manatee county at Kingberry.
 and, be sure to check out scavengers Market-
place every third friday of the month, from 4-7 p.m., 
come to the Sip & Shop event to help Moonracer No 
Kill animal rescue. Wine, hors d’ oeuvre and savings. 
How can you lose?

Please, be sure to tell our friends in the shops, “The 
Islander sent me.”

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture, 

Collectibles, Fine Jewelry, 
Clothes  for the whole family! 

Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

Reader’s Choice 2008 Best Consignment Store

Mon-Sat 
10-4

Let’s go shopping!
 
 Tiki and Kitty are busy shopping for great values 
in their favorite shops. and the spring-like weather 
is the perfect time to make the rounds. 
 tide & Moon on the Historic Bridge Street pier 
has a great selection of handmade jewelry by silver-
smith Laura Shely. also, check out the downtown 
Bradenton location at 1209 Third ave. W., where 
you can learn to make jewelry, too.
 Be sure to stop often for the changing array of 
home decor, furnishings, jewelry, shoes and clothing 
for the entire family at Community thrift shop on 
manatee avenue in Bradenton. It’s the spot for con-

200 BRIDGE ST. • BRADENTON BEACH • 941.778.4050
NEW 1209 THIRD AVE. W., DOWNTOWN BRADENTON

Jewelry

2 LOCATIONS: Historic Bridge Street Pier & Bradenton

Tide and Moon  
Huge Selection of Handmade Jewelry

Exclusive Tide and 
Moon Island Pearl 

Pendant 
& Longitude-
Latitude Ring!

Custom designed by owner 
Laura Shely

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Shop, Save & Support              
Moonracer Animal Rescue            

Over 40 vendors! Local, coastal, unique & antique. 
Furniture, décor, collectibles, jewelry & records. 

 

Join us the third Friday of the month 4-7pm 
for wine, hors d’oeuvres and savings.    

2100 US Highway 301 N, Palmetto                        
Open Mon-Sat 10-5pm; Sun 11-5pm 

              If you cannot find it here,                                                                                             
it probably doesn’t exist. 

          
Moonracer Animal Rescue

              

S  P ‘n SHOP S  P ‘n SHOPS  P ‘n SHOPS  P ‘n SHOPS  P ‘n SHOP

Typical AMI beach vacation grows costly with time
By Sandy ambrogi
Islander reporter

 a rumor on the island’s coconut telegraph just 
before the easter holidays caused ears to perk up.
 Word was some hotel rooms on anna maria Island 
were going for $600-$800 plus per night. With the long 
memorial day weekend ahead, prices will likely spike 
again.
 Gone are the days of the $69-a-night beach bunga-
lows or $129 a night Gulf views from the Blue Water 
Beach Club. Anna Maria has become an expensive 
destination, depending on how and where one spends 
the night, week or month.
 The larger, more sophisticated hoteliers — and 
some mom-and-pop rentals — in the area use algo-
rithms to determine demand and market price for their 
rooms. The higher the demand, the higher the charge. 
computers are setting the rates.
 Vro managers also have hopped on the band-
wagon, using algorithms for daily rentals where 
allowed, and also weekly and seasonal rates.
 easter weekend, the Waterline resort, marina and 
Beach club, 5325 gulf drive, Holmes Beach, was 
sold out — and a repeat is in the works for memorial 
day.
 “We’ll be full,” grant Hart, Waterline sales man-
ager said may 16. “We’ve had lots of families and 
groups with our suites that sleep up to eight. right 
now, we have just a handful of rooms left.” A $600 a 
night rate will apply.
 In anna maria, the rod and reel resort also was 
completely sold out for the easter holiday and, from a 
look at the bookings, things will stay that way.
 “We have a six-tier structure that follows historical 
demand algorithms, which have been carefully ana-
lyzed,” said Suzette Buchan, owner-manager of the 
rod and reel resort. 
 Buchan said holiday weeks command premium 
rates. a guest suite for two with a living room, dining 
room, chef kitchen, bedroom and private deck has a 
minimum cost of $450-plus per night during peak peri-
ods, she said.
 “It’s arguably the prime accommodation on the 
island in its class,” Buchan said of her bayfront prop-

erty.
 Her 2019 calendar is filling now, thanks to 
demand.
 eric and rebecca St. Jean, owners of Island mail 
& More in Holmes Beach, purchased a one-bedroom 
cottage at the Tradewinds resort in Bradenton Beach, 
eight years ago.
 “We were coming down a lot and fi gured out we 
should buy something. When we moved here six years 
ago, we kept it for a rental,” rebecca St. Jean said.
 The cottage, snuggled between the gulf of 
Mexico and Sarasota Bay, commands an average of 
$263 on weeknights and $300 per night on week-
ends, and that’s out of season for the cozy living 
room, kitchen and one bedroom. prices increase in 
the winter and during the peak of summer, which has 
gained momentum in recent years. It’s an average 
cost for older accommodations within steps of the 
beach.
 When travelers add food, beach toys, snacks, 
souvenirs, entry fees to local attractions, such as the 
South florida museum or mote marine, gas, airfare 
and incidentals, it doesn’t take long for a week’s 
vacation to turn into a major monetary expense.
 Final fi gures have not been compiled for 2017, but 

the Bradenton area convention and Visitors Bureau 
says visitors paid an average of $115 per person in 
the area when lodging, dining, shopping, attractions 
and incidentals were tallied. 
 On Anna Maria Island, the average was $185.93. 
On Longboat Key, the daily cost was just over $200 
per person.
 “This is all good,” said Elliott Falcione, execu-
tive director of the Bradenton area convention and 
Visitors Bureau, which tracks statistics for tourism.
 “It’s a positive that prices are climbing. The econ-
omy is strong, and we have been successful in bring-
ing tourists to the area who can fi eld these costs,” 
falcione said.
 falcione said the area has been marketed as a 
higher-end destination and international spending is 
strong.
 Since 2009, prices have increased just over 28 
percent for a stay in paradise, when it cost only 
$107.55 per person per day for food, lodging and 
incidentals.
 as for the rise in costs for tourists vacationing on 
anna maria Island and in the area, falcione likened 
it to cars.
 “Twenty years ago, you paid $10,000 for a car. 
Now its $30,000. Lodging and vacation costs are the 
same. They rise.”
 on average, for a family of four, the cost amounts 
to $743.72 a day to enjoy the beaches of Anna Maria 
Island. Stay for the week in the sunshine and a wallet 
is $5,200 lighter.
 all this points to the fact that for people who 
come to visit this piece of the world — whether they 
drive in from Chicago or fl y from Berlin — the family 
vacation for four is not what it once was: a seven-
night frolic on a spit of white sand in a little motel on 
the beach with a 25-meter in-ground pool, a plastic 
bucket and shovel, and a generous food budget for 
the week of around $200.
 a vacation on the island is more like a major 
investment today, requiring planning and budget-
ing.
 What’s the return on the dollar?
 priceless memories of a beach vacation. 

Floats, noodles, buckets and shovels beckon from 
the entry to the beach shop at Manatee Public Beach 
in Holmes Beach. Incidentals, including beach gear 
purchases or a SUP rental, contribute to the fi nal 
vacation tally. Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi 
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simple cremations

$740
simple burials

$1,195

SoundChoiceCremation.com

Online arrangements available

Sarasota (941) 312-6371 | Manatee (941) 213-9234

At your service
 obituaries are provided as a community ser-
vice in The Islander newspaper to residents and 
family of residents, both past and present, as well 
as to those people with ties to the island. Submit 
to news@islander.org. 

Obituary
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iaLoving Christ  •  Sharing His Grace  •  Serving All

941-778-0414  •  www.RoserChurch.com  •  www.facebook.com/RoserChurch

COMMUNITY CHURCH               

A NON�DENOMINATIONAL, CHRISTIAN CHURCH • EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 AM in the Chapel 
10:00 AM in the Sanctuary
Nursery & Church School

8:45 AM Adult Sunday School
 9:00 AM Adult Book Study

VBS  • June 4-8
4 yrs-5th
Dinner
  included!
5:30-8:30 PM
roserchurch.com/vbs

Pastor 
Stephen King
9:30 Sunday Service 

300 Church Ave. • Bradenton Beach 
PO Box 243, Bradenton Beach 34217

2 blocks north of Bridge St. Clock Tower
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What Sort of People

Jean Lee Sears
 Jean Lee Sears, 83, of Holmes Beach, died may 
8.
 She was born nov. 23, 1934, in Boston and lived 

in cohasset, norwell, Scituate and 
marshfield, massachusetts, before 
moving to florida in 1976.
 She was a resident of Holmes 
Beach and summered in port clyde, 
maine, for many years.
 She was an honors graduate of the 
university of South florida. Then a 

realtor for more than 55 years in Scituate, massachu-
setts, and on anna maria Island.
 She was an accomplished equestrian and former 
member of the Hanover Hunt club, where she met her 
husband of 44 years, Harold Sprague Sears.
 no services are planned. memorial donations may 
be made to Tidewell Hospice, 3355 26th St. W., Bra-
denton fL 34205 or alzhiemers association, 3277-a 
fruitville road, Sarasota fL 34237. The family 
requests following her example, and doing something 
kind for someone.
 She is survived by her son, gregory poole and wife 
Wendy of Scituate; daughters amy Lee fasciano and 
husband mark, Sue ann Tobias and Laura Beth; seven 
grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren. 

Sears

Church’s class act
Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church member 
Margo Kingsley, left, 
helps Harold Medina, 
migrant coordinator 
for the Manatee School 
District, pick up school 
supplies donated by the 
Roser Women’s Guild 
from the church park-
ing lot in Anna Maria. 
Medina collected 
50 bags of supplies. 
Islander Courtesy Photo

Timmins offers donors 
heartfelt thanks

 Susan Timmins covered 31 kilometers feb. 14, 
during her walk to raise money for the adult congen-
ital Heart association, a cause close to her heart.
 friends and associates boosted her along the way 
with donations.
 on may 18, Timmins and husband Sean murphy, 
who are partners in Beach Bistro, eat Here and the 
Doctor’s Offi ce in Holmes Beach, thanked supporters 
of her effort.
 donors were treated to shrimp, tenderloin sliders, 
cheeses, sausages and fruit. murphy’s staff whipped 
up some of his punch recipes and guests also enjoyed 
wine as they visited and dined under the large, lighted 
banyan tree in the garden at the Doctor’s Offi ce. 
 Timmins’ noted her daughter, now age 31, was 
born with a congenital heart defect and doctors 
were not optimistic. She and Sean celebrated each 
of their daughter’s birthday, thinking they might not 
see another. now their daughter has reached adult-
hood, earned a doctorate degree and recently became 
engaged, and Timmins is active in acHa education 
and fundraising.
 Timmins wants to make others aware of the dis-
ease and encourages research to improve life and lon-
gevity for those living with cHd. newer medicine 
has improved the odds of surviving, and many more 
with cHd are seeing adulthood, but face the new 
challenges of living longer with the disease.

Susan Timmins, right, 
addresses guests at a May 
18 reception. Timmins and 

husband Sean Murphy 
hosted the event in apprecia-

tion of contributors to Tim-
mins’ Valentine’s Day Adult 

Congenital Heart Asso-
ciation fundraiser. Guests 

were treated to a buffet and 
chocolate truffl es from the 
Doctor’s Offi ce and Beach 
Bistro, as well as libations 

in the garden at the Doctor’s 
Offi ce, 5312 Holmes Blvd., 

Holmes Beach.
Islander Photos: Sandy 

Ambrogi

Sean Murphy, right, greets Aida Matic and her part-
ner as they enter the garden May 18 at the Doctor’s 
Offi ce, a craft bar in Holmes Beach. Murphy and 
wife Susan Timmins hosted the event as a followup 
“thank you” to a fundraiser Timmins held for the 
Adult Congenital Heart Association. 

Roser group to learn 
about genealogy

 roser memorial community church’s Just older 
Youth/JoY group will meet at 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
may 23, for a program on genealogy.
 peggy Jude, from the manatee genealogical Soci-
ety will talk on “Leaving a family History Legacy.” 
 attendees are encouraged to bring a bag lunch. 
The church will provide dessert and beverages.
 The group will meet in the fellowship hall, 512 
pine ave., anna maria. for more information, call the 
church at 941-778-0414.
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Milestones
 The Islander welcomes stories about island-
ers and island life, as well as photographs and 
notices of the milestones in readers’ lives — wed-
dings, births, anniversaries, travels, obituaries 
and other events. 
 Submit your announcements and photographs 
with captions for publication — along with con-
tact information — to news@islander.org.
 also, visit us on facebook and join the 
11,300-plus friends who “like” The Islander and 
share their social news.

protect the things you love 
9805 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria • 941-757-3715

Protect the things you love.
941-244-4743

L IFE  AUTO HOME BOAT BUSINESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

WMFR moves forward on 2-year assessment increases

WMFR reviews audit, plans ‘move’ for administrative offices

Firefighter Josh Adkins of West Manatee Fire Rescue 
accepts a promotion to first class May 15 at WMFR’s 
commission meeting with his family — Mea, 13, 
Harper, 1, Cory, 7, wife Niki Adkins and Jacob, 11. 
Islander Photo: Bianca Benedí

By Bianca Benedí
Islander reporter

 property owners in the West manatee fire district 
likely will see their assessments rise 2 percent in the 
coming fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1. 
 Wmfr commissioners voted 3-2 may 15 to 
approve a proposed 2 percent assessment increase as 
part of a plan to raise rates 2 percent over each of the 
next two years. The commission voted down an option 
to keep the rate flat for the 2018-19 fiscal year and then 
raise it 4 percent in the 2019-20 fiscal year. 
 commissioners can vote to lower, but not increase, 
the rate before passing the final budget in September.
 a final public hearing and vote on Wmfr’s 
2018-19 fiscal year budget will be held at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 18.
 commissioners al robinson and george Harris 

voted against the two-year 2 percent hike.
 chief Tom Sousa told commissioners the rate hike 
is necessary to meet operating costs, which are rising 
3 percent annually.
 Harris disagreed with collecting more money from 
property owners than the district needs. “If we don’t 
need this money this year, I don’t agree with collect-
ing,” he said.
 robinson suggested the district rely on its reserve 
fund. “We don’t need to stuff more in our coffee can. 
If we have to take some (money) out, so be it.” 
 However, commissioner david Bishop cautioned 
against underestimating the district’s financial needs. 
 Bishop said during discussions on assessment rates 
for 2016-17, he opposed raising rates on the basis that 
the district was likely to get a number of grants, but 
was outvoted. 

 The grants didn’t come through, and Bishop said 
he learned a lesson in assuming funds would be avail-
able when needed. 
 Bishop said property owners will likely be oK 
with the rate in exchange for WMFR services. “I’ve yet 
to hear from anyone that the assessment is too high,” 
he said. “Slow and steady wins the race.”
 commissioner randy cooper also advocated for 
the two-year, 2 percent increases. He said the district 
cannot predict how much operating costs go up. 
 With a maximum annual rate hike of 4 percent set 
by the state, Cooper expressed concern the budget may 
be tight if the district waits and is limited by the state 
in the 2019-20 fiscal year.
 Commissioners will next meet at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 19, at the Wmfr administrative building, 6417 
Third ave. W., Bradenton. 

By Bianca Benedí
Islander reporter

 West manatee fire rescue commissioners are 
getting their ducks in a row for their new fiscal year, 
which will begin oct. 1.
 The commission received an audit with an unmod-
ified opinion May 15 from accountant Randy Dilling-
ham, who reviewed the district’s 2016-17 fiscal year. 
 Dillingham said he encountered no difficulties 
during the audit and he recommended minor year-end 
adjustments to the district numbers.
 The board unanimously voted to accept the audit, 
as well as passed a resolution to make minor modifica-
tions to final 2016-17 budget numbers. 
 commissioners, meeting in Bradenton, also dis-
cussed their plan to sell the district’s administrative 
building.
 In april, they approved a deal to sell the building 
at 6417 Third ave. W., Bradenton, to oasis middle 
School Inc. for $1.675 million, plus closing costs. 
 The board also moved forward on a lease for 3,100 
square feet of office space on the second floor of the 
palma Sola presbyterian church, 6510 Third ave. W,, 

across the street from the present administrative build-
ing. 
 commissioner randy cooper asked the commis-
sion to begin considering a permanent location for 
administration, pointing out that as long as Wmfr 
leases temporary office space at Palma Sola Presbyte-
rian church, it is paying rent to an organization that is 
exempt from the fire district assessment.
       a facilities workshop to discuss whether the dis-
trict will consider building or buying office space is 
scheduled for 5 p.m. Tuesday, June 19, at the Wmfr 
administrative building.
       chief Tom Sousa said the district is waiting for 
the church’s attorney to respond to a draft of a lease 
arrangement that gives the district some flexibility.
 “We don’t have to enter into it right away, but if 
we did enter into it, it would become effective until 
the closing of this property,” he said. 
 However, commissioner george Harris said the 
sale of the administrative building looming and the 
recent approval of another three-year contract for 
Sousa means the district is in the right position to 
instead consider merging with another fire district.
 “We’ve had problems in the past with conflicting 
tax structures,” he said, but added that the chief’s posi-
tion is one of the more difficult matters to work out 
when it comes to merging districts. 
 With Sousa’s short three-year contract in place 
and the building poised to sale, Harris said the district 
should seriously consider the idea of merging districts 
before pursuing construction or acquisition of a new 
administrative building. 
 In other news, Battalion chief Ben rigney said 
the district received its first state inspection May 10 
for its advanced life support services. “It was a very 
fun process,” he said.
 Sousa said the state inspector was “very support-

ive” of Wmfr’s efforts to provide aLS services. also, 
he said the inspector informed the district that the aLS 
license entitles the district to apply to a state trust funds 
that match grants 50-50. 
 The next WMFR meeting will be at 5 p.m. Tues-
day, June 19, at the Wmfr administrative building, 
6417 Third ave. W., Bradenton. 
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pLeaSe See Gaston, neXT page

Cops & Court
By Kathy Prucnell, Islander Reporter

PROUD RECIPIENT OF THE

SMALL BUSINESS 
OF THE YEAR AWARD
- LARGE CATEGORY -

A LANDMARK ON

GULF COAST!

Live music Friday & Saturday
121 Bridge St. Bradenton Beach

941-896-9737
bluemarlinami.com

SHRIMP 
AJILLO
SEARED IN 

GARLIC & OLIVE 
OIL WITH LIMES,

CRUSHED RED 
PEPPER & 
ARUGULA

SEAFOOD

❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)

❊ Voted Best Ice Cream
❊ Open 7 Days a Week
www.tylersicecream.com

SERVING GOURMET ICE CREAM SINCE 1984

Manatee Ave & 59th
941-243-3841

Cortez & 119th
941-794-5333

Longboat Center Shops
941-383-6935

❊

SERVING GOURMET ICE CREAM SINCE 1984

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Palmetto man charged with assault for police threat BBPD, MCSO arrest 
burglar, batterer

 Bradenton Beach police arrested a 27-year-old 
man for stealing a surfboard — an open case since 
december 2017 — the same day he was arrested for 
battery to a woman on a boat near cortez.

detective Sgt. Lenard diaz arrested 
Joseph gaston may 10 for the bur-
glary and theft in Bradenton Beach. 
gaston lives on a boat in Sarasota 
Bay near Longboat Key, diaz said.
 The detective had been searching 
for a suspect since a man in the 100 
block of gulf drive South reported 

an unknown person entered his garage and stole three 
surfboards.
 as coincidence would have it, at about the same 
time diaz connected a pawn of one of the boards to 
gaston— collecting evidence at the pawn shop — 
BBPD Steven Masi offi cer reported assisting a Mana-
tee county sheriff’s deputy with apprehending a sus-
pect in a battery investigation.
 The u.S. coast guard and masi assisted mcSo 
in bringing gaston to the 12500 block of cortez road 
West, where diaz arrested him for the theft.
 gaston also is accused of pulling a woman by her 
feet from a boat at Annie’s Bait & Tackle, 4334 127th 
St. W., and then shoving her in the boat while it was 
tied to a dock near the coast guard station in cortez, 
according to mcSo reports.
 after BBpd gave gaston his miranda warnings, 
gaston admitted to the surfboard theft and pawn, 
according to a police report.
 diaz suggested the burglary as well as theft charges 
to the state attorney’s offi ce, which makes the charging 
decision.
 as far as the two other surfboards, diaz said one 
was found and another is missing. The recovered surf-
boards have been returned to the owner.

 An aggravated assault charge was fi led against a 
palmetto man who threatened police with survivalist-
style weapons in december 2017 in anna maria.
 Douglas Schofi eld, 45, was charged May 7 by the 
State attorney of the 12th Judicial circuit. He was 
served with the court paper a week later.

 Schofi eld was shot in the stomach 
dec. 30, 2017, by Bradenton Beach 
Police Offi cer Eric Hill in a parking 
lot at gulf drive and pine avenue 
after he held out a knife and a hatchet 
and shouted to police, asking if they 
wanted to die. manatee county Sher-
iff’s deputy amy Leach simultane-

ously shot Schofi eld with a stun gun.
 Pings to Schofi eld’s cellphone led authorities to 
search anna maria, according to a police report.
 police say his relatives, including mcSo deputy 
Tim Eason, told authorities Schofi eld was trying to 
kill himself, and eason helped Hill and Leach identify 
Schofi eld’s vehicle in the parking lot at 10101 Gulf 
drive.
 Holmes Beach police chief Bill Tokajer and HBpd 
Offi cer Christine LaBranche assisted in the search and 
arrived on scene.
 After Schofi eld was shot, he was taken to Blake 
medical center in Bradenton. He underwent surgery 
and has recovered, according to police.
 Schofi eld, a former U.S. marine with post-trau-
matic stress disorder, is going through a divorce, 
according to police reports.
 a florida department of Law enforcement inves-
tigation cleared Hill of wrongdoing in the officer-

involved shooting.
 after being served with the aggravated assault 
charge, Schofi eld was transported and booked at the 
manatee county jail.
 He posted a $25,000 bond and was released.
 Schofi eld’s arraignment is set for Friday, June 8, 
at the manatee county Judicial center, 1051 manatee 
ave. W., Bradenton.

Gaston
Schofi eld

Bradenton man gets house 
arrest for battery

 a Bradenton man was sentenced to 12 months of 
house arrest for attacking a former girlfriend in Holmes 
Beach.
 dustan Swihart, 44, pleaded no contest may 11 in 
12th circuit court to a felony count of battery after a 
prior conviction and a misdemeanor count of criminal 
mischief.
 Judge edward nicholas withheld Swihart’s adju-
dication on the battery and ordered the house arrest, 
followed by 12 months of probation, including elec-
tronic monitoring for the fi rst six months. The judge 
ordered Swihart to have no contact with the victim and 
postponed a possible order of restitution.
 on the criminal mischief charge, nicholas adju-
dicated Swihart guilty and sentenced him to credit for 
time served.
 Swihart’s case stems from his June 2017 arrest by 
Holmes Beach police in the 300 block of 63rd Street, 
where he allegedly kicked in a door to a bathroom, 
grabbed a woman’s neck and threw her into a closet.
 court records show Swihart was convicted and 

sentenced in 2011 to six years in Oklahoma state prison 
for traffi cking illegal drugs in Canadian County, Okla-
homa.
 Swihart was assessed $1,165 in court costs and 
fi nes, according to court records.
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Gaston conTInued from page 22

Island watch
 In the event of an emergency, call 911.
 To report information on island crime, call 
the mcSo anna maria substation, 941-708-8899; 
Bradenton Beach police, 941-778-6311; or Holmes 
Beach police, 941-708-5804.

Island police blotter
anna Maria
 may 4, 200 block of palm avenue, license. a 
manatee county sheriff’s deputy stopped a motorist 
for speeding and determined he was driving on a sus-
pended license. The deputy confiscated the license for 
disposal and issued the motorist a summons to appear 
in court.
 may 6, 400 block of magnolia avenue, license. 
pulled over for running a stop sign, a woman gave a 
deputy a deceased person’s driver’s license. She was 
arrested for driving on a suspended license.
 may 6, newton Lane and Jacaranda road, drugs. 
a deputy observed two men with a dog walk away 
from their belongings on the beach, leaving some dog 
items and two bags, one containing a bong. The deputy 
met the men with their belongings at an intersection, 
where one man gave permission to search a vehicle. 
In the search, deputies found marijuana wax. One man 
was ticketed for parking within 30 feet of stop sign and 
charged with possessing cannabis and paraphernalia. 
friends picked them up.
 Anna Maria is policed by MCSO.
Bradenton Beach
 may 12, circle K, 2513 gulf drive n., trespass. 
Bradenton Beach police responded to a store manager 
who told police she wanted to trespass a man who’d 
tried to steal beer earlier in the day. after taking the 

report and as he was leaving, the officer observed the 
man enter the store and witnessed the manager warn 
him for trespassing. The man was transported to the 
Salvation army in Bradenton.
 may 11, cortez Beach, 1000 gulf drive S., bur-
glary to vehicle. A woman reported $90, credit cards 
and an ipad power cord stolen from her locked Jeep. 
She also told police the glove box was rifled.
 Bradenton Beach is policed by BBPD.
Cortez
 no reports.
 Cortez is policed by MCSO.
Holmes Beach
 may 11, anna maria Island centre, 3200-3600 
block east Bay drive, trespass. a property manager 
asked a woman to pick up a pile of wet wipes next to 
her vehicle, but she refused. The manager trespassed 
the woman.
 may 11, 100 block of 38th Street, information. a 
box of cremated ashes was found at the beach access. A 
funeral home in nashville, Tennessee, was contacted, 
which resulted in the owner collecting the cremains at 
the Holmes Beach police station.
 may 11, manatee public Beach, 4000 gulf drive, 
alcohol ordinance. a male and female were observed 
with vodka on the beach in violation of a city ordi-
nance. They poured out the alcohol.
 may 12, 500 block of 70th Street, vehicle bur-
glary. Items from a vehicle left unlocked at night were 
scattered around the car the next morning. A wallet, 
containing identification, gift and credit cards, was 
reported missing.
 may 12, 600 block of emerald Lane, vehicle bur-
glary. a vehicle left unlocked overnight was found 
burglarized in the morning. About $5 in change was 
stolen.
 may 12, 400 block of 80th Street, noise. at 10:57 
p.m., Holmes Beach police were dispatched to a com-
plaint about a loud party. Police arrived, heard exces-
sive noise from a large group and spoke to a woman 
responsible for the lease, who became irate and argu-
mentative. car alarms were activated and people called 

police multiple times. police contacted the rental 
agency for the property and the renter was evicted.
 may 13, West coast Surf Shop, trespass. Three 
men and two women were arrested in the early morn-
ing hours for trespassing after police found them rum-
maging through a dumpster. The property is marked 
“no trespassing, construction site.” The women told 
police they were collecting clothes for the home-
less. one woman threw a bag with a small amount 
of cocaine on the ground and she was charged with 
possessing an illegal drug.
 May 13, Kingfish Boat Ramp, 752 Manatee Ave., 
alcohol. on patrol, an officer observed a man at a 
picnic table drinking a beer with several beers around 
him. The officer told the man to pour out the beers. 
He argued with the officer and the man was cited for 
violating the ordinance against alcoholic beverages in 
a public park. 
 may 13, 100 block of aqua Lane, theft. a sur-
veillance camera showed two people in a black SuV 
stealing a tree orchid and a ceramic flower pot from a 
driveway. The property was valued at $250.
 may 15, Small Island creamery, 5404 marina 
drive, and dominos, 5606 marina drive. a makeup 
bag containing needles, a Brillo pad and a spoon with 
residue were found in the creamery bathroom. Later 
that night, a woman matching the creamery employ-
ees’ description of the woman who used the bathroom 
was observed in front of dominos. police asked if the 
bag was hers and the woman said no, but she had one 
like it. The officer took the bag for destruction.
 Holmes Beach is policed by HBPD.
 Streetlife is based on incident reports and narra-
tives from the BBpd, HBpd and mcSo.

Streetlife By Kathy Prucnell

 gaston was transported to manatee county jail 
and assigned a $2,000 bond on the battery and $9,000 
for the burglary and theft. gaston posted bond and was 
released.
 gaston’s arraignment on the BBpd case is set for 
9 a.m. friday, June 8, and an appearance on the mcSo 
charge is set for 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 12.
 court proceedings are held at the manatee county 
Judicial center, 1051 manatee ave. W., Bradenton.
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Cooler temps set sea turtles off to slow start 
By chrisann Silver esformes

Islander reporter
 Timing is everything.
 Loggerheads have begun their nesting cycle on 
anna maria Island, but they appear to be off to a slow 
start.
 The fi rst sea turtle nest of the season, which runs 
may-october, was documented may 12 on coquina 
Beach in Bradenton Beach. 
 as of may 21, 17 nests and 38 false crawls were 
identifi ed by Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch.
 By the same date in 2017, 26 nests and 36 false 
crawls were recorded.
 “false crawls are up all over the island, not just one 
spot,” AMITW executive director Suzi Fox said May 
16. “and a lot of quick ins-and-outs, which implies 
the turtle is not ready to nest.”
 She said the abundance of nesting attempts could 
be caused by cooler-than-usual temperatures leading to 
cooler sand. The turtles use their instincts to determine 
if the sand is warm enough to incubate the eggs they 
leave behind.
 a false crawl occurs when a sea turtle emerges 
from the water and crawls onto the beach but aban-
dons the nesting attempt and returns to the gulf of 
Mexico. False crawls can be caused by impediments 
in the turtle’s path as it crawls up the beach, including 

chairs, canopies and deep holes.
 other times, the answer is not clear.
 Last year, amITW had a record-breaking season. 
By the end of october 2017, more nests — 483 log-
gerheads and fi ve green sea turtles — were discovered 
on island beaches than any previous year.
 However, people should remember the success is 
due largely in-part to their behavior on nesting beaches, 
Fox said.
 Fox said if people see nesting turtles, they should 
observe from afar. any interruptions could lead to a 
false crawl.
 additionally, she said some people have “marked” 
nests by doing such things as drawing a circle in the 
sand around a nest, or leaving notes written in seaweed 
nearby for the walkers to fi nd the next day.
 She said while she understands people are trying 

to help, walkers are trained to spot nests and the tracks 
left by nesting turtles provide valuable data.
 “I know they are trying to help, but by drawing 
notes in the sand and such, they are destroying the 
tracks that we need as our primary data,” Fox said. 
“Just let them be and we will fi nd the nests the next 
morning.”
 Fox said people are doing great with turtle-friendly 
beachfront lighting, but there have been some prob-
lems with people in condominiums in Bradenton Beach 
leaving beach chairs out overnight.
 Sea turtles only leave the water to nest, so any 
obstructions on the beach can lead to a false crawl 
or worse — in 2016 a sea turtle nested under a beach 
chair then dragged it on its back into the water. The 
chair could have caused the turtle to drown.
 according to sea turtle regulations in anna maria, 
Bradenton Beach and Holmes Beach, beach furniture, 
including chairs and canopies, must be removed by the 
end of the day. furniture left on the beach overnight 
will be tagged and stored by city code enforcement 
offi cers, and violators may be required to pay a fi ne to 
retrieve items.
 Fox said the combined efforts of city code enforce-
ment, turtle watch volunteers and the residents and 
visitors on the island contribute to clean, dark beaches, 
which means more nests.
 “overall, the beaches are looking great — just a 
few hiccups to take care of,” Fox said. “When the time 
is right, our west coast girls will be back in force.”
 for more information on nesting season, contact 
Fox at suzifox@gmail.com or 941-778-5638.
 Visit myfwc.com/seaturtle and click on “Sea 
Turtles and Lights” or “Wildlife friendly Lighting” 
for more information on keeping beaches safe for sea 
turtles.
 To report sick, injured, entangled or dead sea 
turtles or shorebirds contact the fWc Wildlife alert 
Hotline at 888-404-3922.

A sea turtle nest is spotted early May 18 with a 
note in the sand in Holmes Beach before AMITW 
volunteers arrived. Seaweed indicates the “nest.” 
Islander Courtesy Photo: AMITW

Barbara Riskay, new AMITW volunteer, left, is 
congratulated May 16 by AMITW coordinator Anne 
Camp on her fi rst loggerhead nest. Islander Photo: 
ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
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Fantastic for fl amingos
 Bird-watchers paul Waller and Suzanne Zucker-
man, on a beach in miami-dade county, observed an 
American fl amingo in the wild for 36 minutes. 

 They kept their distance as they 
photographed the bird strutting on 
the shore in the rain may 17. Then 
they posted the sighting on eBird, an 
online database created by the cornell 
Lab of ornithology.
 ebird contains only three other 
sightings of flamingos in florida 

going back many years — the fi rst listing is for a sight-
ing may 23, 1964, in duval county.
 Yet, new research published in The condor: orni-
thological applications reveals many more documented 
sightings of American fl amingos — individuals, pairs 
and fl ocks.
 The research involved Zoo miami, audubon 
florida everglades Science center, the national park 
Service, Big cypress national preserve and rookery 
Bay estuarine research reserve.
 The researchers collected data on 495 observa-
tions of fl amingos — 3,119 birds — between 1950 and 
2015. observations were unevenly distributed, with 
the highest number of sightings in florida Bay and the 
florida Keys, followed by the northern everglades.
 The researchers reported 74 observations — 85 
fl amingos — on Florida’s Gulf Coast between 1950 
and 2015.
 In addition to reviewing sightings, they studied 
historical records and specimens to conclude that fl a-
mingos are native to the state.
 Examining historical records, the researchers 

Neff

By Lisa Neff

found accounts of naturalists who observed fl amin-
gos in the 1800s. John James audubon reported “a 
great number” of fl amingos in the Keys in 1832 and 
a fl ock in the Upper Keys in 1839. Another observer 
noted seeing an adult bird and three juveniles north of 
Tampa in 1827.
 In 1880, an observer reported seeing “tens of thou-
sands” of fl amingos and roseate spoonbills on Pink 
curlew Bar south of marco Island in collier county.
 other observations were recorded around the state, 
including in the panhandle.
 Some of the naturalists were accompanying plume 
hunters, who were responsible for the species’ demise 
in the state.
 “There is overwhelming evidence both from narra-
tive accounts and from museum records that american 
fl amingos occurred naturally in large fl ocks in Florida 
and that the historical population was extirpated under 
strong hunting pressure by 1900,” the researchers 
wrote. “While it is not possible to estimate a popula-
tion size before collapse, estimates of fl ock sizes com-
monly ranged from 500 to 1,000 individuals.”
 One theory about why fl amingos returned to wild 
florida after nearly vanishing in the early 1900s is 

Traditional French dining experience … featuring entrees 
of mussels, shrimp, grouper, duck, pasta carbonara, 
chicken, beef and a slow-cooked duck casserole.  
103 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 941.779.1930
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heart of Bradenton Beach

Traditional French dining experience … featuring entrees 

The soul of France in the 
heart of Bradenton Beach

French 
Table

some birds escaped captivity. 
 There also is direct and indirect evidence of natu-
ral movement of fl amingos from the Caribbean into 
florida. 
 Why does it matter whether the fl amingo is native 
to florida? probably the most crucial reason involves 
managing the species to protect and grow the fl ocks.
 “To our knowledge,” the researchers wrote, “there 
has been no consideration of fl amingos as a threatened 
species by state or federal wildlife agencies and no 
management attention directed toward the species.”
 They ended their paper with the hope that their 
fi ndings “will be useful in evaluating management 
plans and protection needs for American fl amingos 
— a lost florida icon.”

Squadron sets spring boating class schedule
 The anna maria Island Sail and power Squad-
ron is enrolling students for its next public boating 
classes and seminars.
 The next class to be offered is the America’s 
Boating Course, which costs $55 per person or $65 
for a couple.
 The class will be over fi ve nights, Mondays and 
Wednesdays, beginning at 6:30 p.m. June 11.
 Students will learn the skills and knowledge to 
safely operate a boat, state and federal rules and 
regulations governing boating and also study nauti-

cal terms, anchoring, trailering, aids to navigation 
and VHf-radio operation.
 any person born after Jan. 1, 1988, who is 
operating a vessel powered by a 10-horsepower or 
greater motor must possess a florida Boating Safety 
Identifi cation Card. A student who passes the course 
qualifi es for the card.
 Sessions will be in the squadron building, 1200 
71st St. nW, Bradenton.
 To register, call 941-383-1269 or go online to 
usps.org/annamaria. 

A fl ock of fl amin-
gos. A recent study 
published in The 
Condor examines 
an increase in the 
fl amingo popula-
tion in Florida and 
explores whether 
the bird is a native 
species. Islander 
Courtesy Photo

As reported in The Islander June 3, 2006:
 Several people reported to the newspaper their 
sighting of a fl amingo at the sandbar on the end of 
anna maria Island. “according to debbie Vaughn of 
Jungle Gardens in Sarasota, which includes a fl ock of 
the non-native species, the new passage Key resident 
is most likely theirs. only one of 15 birds is missing 
and only two weeks ago there was a sighting at Big 
Pass. ‘We don’t know why this guy left his fl ock, they 
normally live in colonies. We’ve tried numerous times 
to capture it,’ Vaughn said. She said they prefer it to be 
left alone because they are ‘highly stressed creatures 
and can die easily. Their hearts can’t take it.’ Vaughn 
said the fl amingo diets on crustaceans and algae and 
is very likely to be comfortable in its new surround-
ings. 
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1 team in adult soccer league steps closer to perfection
By Kevin p. cassidy

Islander reporter
 Seven up, seven down. That’s how Legler & Flynn 
Law has done it in the adult soccer league at the center 
of anna maria Island. 
 There’s been a few close calls, but Legler & 
flynn improved to 7-0 after soccer action may 17 and 

increased its lead to two games. Lan-
caster design, which fell to 5-2 with a 
loss last week to Sato real estate, held 
down second place. Sato improved to 
4-3 and moved into third place. Slim’s 
place fell to 3-2-2 thanks to a blowout 
loss, and Ross Built is alone in fifth 
with a 3-4 record. moss Builders holds 

down sixth place at 2-4-1, while Mar/Kis Insurance fol-
lows at 1-5-1 and acqua aveda has a hold on last place 
with its1-6 record.
 Sato opened the action with a 5-2 victory over Lan-
caster design behind two goals each from eliza faillace 
and damir glavan. nate Talucci completed the scoring 
with a goal, and Jordan Demers made six saves in the 
victory.
 daniel anderson and greg demeuse notched a goal 
each and ricky anderson added an assist to lead Lan-
caster design in the loss.
 ross Built rolled to a 5-2 victory over acqua aveda 
behind a hat trick from chris Klotz and a goal and an 
assist from omar polar. greg ross added a goal and 
Ben Sato helped preserve the victory with five saves 
between the pipes.
 eric pullen and Scott eason scored a goal each to 
lead acqua aveda, which received an assist from Shea 
Yates and five saves from Jason Sato in the loss.
 Legler & Flynn Law obliterated Slim’s Place 11-1 
behind three goals each from Jeremias gramajo and 
Steve oelfke and two goals each from Shay coleman 
and Yorvi moreira. Sean flynn completed the scoring 
with a goal and diego felipe made four saves in goal.

Cassidy

 Maxim Panchenko notched the lone goal for Slim’s 
Place, which also received six saves from Will Case in 
the loss.
 moss Builders doubled up on mar/Kis Insurance 
4-2 in the last match of the night. Stephen adair led 
the way with two goals, while ryan moss and Jessica 
Williams had a goal each.
 Kris Yavalar and manoj Kumar poudel each scored 
a goal and Mario Prino made six saves to lead Mar/Kis 
Insurance in the loss.
 
no surprises in youth soccer playoffs
 proving that the regular season does matter, the top 
seeds easily held serve during first-round playoff action 
may 16 in the youth soccer league at the center.
 Top seeded Bins Be clean rolled past no. 4 seed 
planet Stone by a 4-1 score behind four goals from 
Jackson pakbaz and three saves from Victor albrect. 
aiden Templeton notched the lone goal for planet Stone, 
which also received three saves from evan Talucci in 
the loss.
 The second match of the evening saw no. 2 seed 
progressive cabinetry earn a 5-0 shutout victory over 
Signarama behind a hat trick from gregory Jordan and 
a goal each from Kieran cloutier and Liam coleman.
 Beckham factor made two saves to lead Signarama 
in the loss.
 Bins Be clean will square off against progressive 
cabinetry in the championship game at 7 p.m. may 23, 
after press time for The Islander. The third-place playoff 
is at 6 p.m., before the championship game.

Key Royale golf news
 rain put a damper on some of the past week’s golf 
action at the Key royale club, but the men did manage 
to get out a couple of times during the week, starting 
with a nine-hole, modified Stableford-system match 
may 14. 
 Barry Izzard grabbed clubhouse bragging rights 

with a score of plus-5, edging second-place finisher 
Jack Lowery by a point.
 Izzard was big man on the links twice, helping team-
mates Blake ress and dave richardson to a 7-under-par 
25 to win the may 17 scramble.

Horseshoe news
 Two teams emerged from  pool play with 3-0 
records and battled for the day’s supremacy during may 
16 action at the anna maria city Hall horseshoe pits.
 The team of Hank Huyghe and rod Bussey rolled to 
an easy 21-11 victory over Tim Sofran and Tom Skoloda 
to earn the day’s bragging rights.
 Huyghe was back in the winner’s circle may 19 as 
he walked his way to the only 3-0 record in pool play 
and was the day’s outright champ.
 play gets underway at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the anna maria city Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
 There is no charge to play and everyone is wel-
come.

Register now for adult flag football
 adult sports enthusiasts are encouraged to register 
and play in the adult flag football league at the center. 
 The season kicks off June 21, with all games played 
Thursday nights. 
 Cost for the league is $10 for center members and 
$126 for nonmembers. A $10 late fee applies for anyone 
who registers after the June 9 deadline.
 player evaluations and a draft will be held at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 12. 
 anyone interested in sponsoring a team or for 
more information, contact center recreation director, 
Will Schenerlein at 941-778-1908, ext. 9205, or will@
centerami.org.

AM City Pier tides; Cortez high tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW Moon

May 23 9:15a 1.8 8:19p 1.7 1:54a 0.2 2:33p 1.1
May 24 9:41a 1.9 9:46p 1.7 2:43a 0.4 3:43p 0.7
May 25 10:06a 2.1 10:57p 1.6 3:24a 0.6 4:38p 0.4
May 26 10:31a 2.2 11:58p 1.6 3:59a 0.8 5:24p 0.2
May 27 10:54a 2.4 — — 4:29a 0.9 6:05p 0.0
May 28 12:51a 1.5 11:18a 2.5 4:54a 1.0 6:43p -0.1
May 29 1:40a 1.5 11:42a 2.5 5:16a 1.1 7:19p -0.2 Full
May 30 2:26a 1.4 12:08p 2.6 5:38a 1.2 7:54p -0.3

Winners of the May 18 Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of Commerce golf 
tournament pose in the banquet 
room at the IMG Academy Golf 
Club, 4316 El Conquistador Park-
way, Bradenton. First-place winners 
are AAA Payroll team with Kevin 
Lough, left, Mike Southwick, Randy 
Clark and Ken Powell. Second-place 
winners are Cablish and Gentile 
team with Val Cablish and Jim Gen-
tile and third-place winners are the 
Fat Cat team, with Kenny Krickse, 
Larry House, Jim Stufflebeam and 
Charlie Penman. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy AMICofC/Cathy Pizzo

Angelle Duhaime hits off one of the tees during the 
Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce golf 
tournament May 18 at IMG Academy Golf Club in 
Bradenton. The annual tournament raises funds for 
the chamber’s college scholarship awards. Islander 
Photos: Sandy Ambrogi
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By capt. danny Stasny
Islander reporter

  When tarpon arrive, anna maria Island has just 
about all it can offer when it comes to fi shing in west 
central florida.
 However, with all the rain in the past week and 
windy conditions, the tarpon experienced a slight 

break from the anglers. as soon as 
conditions improve, the tarpon will 
be back on the agenda. and it’s likely 
they will be here in greater numbers, 
having only recently arrived to the 
local waters.
 meanwhile, the inshore bite is 
going strong for spotted seatrout and 

catch-and-release snook. other inshore species include 
Spanish mackerel, big jack crevalle and a few red-
fi sh. 
 offshore, permit are still the highlight, although 
many other species are being caught, including snap-
pers, grouper, cobia, kingfi sh and amberjack.
 On my Southernaire fi shing charters, clients are 
experiencing an exceptional trout bite, especially on 
large, over-slot fi sh. Spotted sea trout up to 25 inches 
are being caught with regularity, although most are 
18-22 inches. Live, free-lined shiners are working best 
as bait. 
 Catch-and-release snook fi shing also is good right 
now. I’m fi nding the best action around the passes, 
where swift moving tides are producing the greatest 
numbers of fi sh.
 Lastly, I’m seeing a few redfi sh being caught. Most 
of these bites are occurring around oyster bars and 
mangrove shorelines.
 Jim Malfese at the Rod & Reel Pier is happy to 
announce the arrival of Spanish mackerel to the north-
ernmost island pier. These high-speed fi sh are one of 
the most popular catches for anglers at the pier. The 
early morning bite has been best, according to “fese,” 
because large schools of bait have yet to arrive. Still, 
the macks are being caught as they pass the pier on 
their way in and out of Tampa Bay. Once the baitfi sh 
arrive, the bite should improve and become more con-
sistent, as the mackerel will not pass — they will stay 
with the food. 
 Other catches at the R&R include over-slot red-
fi sh and catch-and-release snook. And for those folks 
looking for table fare, black drum and fl ounder are 
available.
 capt. aaron Lowman is starting to put anglers on 
tarpon along the beaches and in the passes. casting live 
crabs or threadfi n herring is producing a strike from 
these elusive fi ghting fi sh. According to Lowman, the 
best times to target the silver king is early morning and 
late afternoon.
 On the fl ats, catch-and-release snook are keep-

Southernaire Fishing Charters

941.465.8932
AnnaMariaFishing

Guide.com

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

Rainy conditions put damper on local tarpon fishing

Stasny

ing Lowman’s clients busy. casting free-lined shiners 
to these fi sh is resulting in multiple hookups. Most 
catches are 20-26 inches. Spotted seatrout also are 
present on the fl ats — ready for the cooler. Free-lined 
shiners cast in 3-5 feet of water over lush grass are 
being blasted by hungry slot-size trout.
 capt. rick gross of fishy Business charters also is 
targeting catch-and-release snook — his most consis-
tent bite. most catches are coming in at 20-26 inches, 
although fi sh up to 37 inches are mixed in. Spotted 
seatrout also are coming to the boat, although, due to 
recent rainstorms, gross is targeting trout closer to the 
passes, where cleaner water exists.
 Lastly, redfi sh are being found around oyster bars 
and mangrove edges. The bite is spotty at best, accord-
ing to Gross. To attract these fi sh, Gross is instructing 
clients to cast cut bait and rest it on the bottom — and 
wait.
 capt. Warren girle is on patrol along the beaches 
of anna maria Island and Longboat Key in search of 
tarpon. Although great numbers of fi sh have yet to 

make a showing, smaller schools can be found with a 
little determination and patience. once discovered, a 
quiet approach and a pass crab correctly placed in front 
of the fi sh can attract a bite. For Girle, most catches 
are 60-100 pounds with some larger fi sh mixed in.
 When not targeting tarpon, Girle is fi shing near-
shore structure. Casting shiners around artifi cial reefs 
is resulting in kingfi sh, Spanish mackerel and man-
grove snapper.
 capt. david White of anna maria charters is tar-
geting tarpon on the fl y. Fly-fi shing for any fi sh can be 
challenging, but especially so for tarpon. White spe-
cializes in fl y fi shing, so before you strike out on your 
own, you know who to call. many in the 100-pound 
class are being caught on “tarpon bunnies” combined 
with a 12-weight fl y rod. White predicts a push of big 
fi sh to arrive soon, when the water calms.
 Capt. Jason Stock is fi shing offshore with good 
results on permit, cobia and tripletail. for the permit 
and cobia, wrecks and reefs are prime areas to fi sh. As 
for the tripletail, any fl oating debris found offshore is 
always worth a look-see.
 moving inshore, spotted seatrout and catch-and-
release snook are rounding out the bite. free-lined 
shiners for either species are Stock’s top bait. 
 He’s also stalking tarpon inshore along the beaches 
and passes. Casting live crabs, threadfi n herring or 
large shiners is producing a silver king on the hook.
 Send high-resolution photos and fi shing reports to 
fi sh@islander.org.

941-323-7892

THE ORIGINAL 
BAIT BOAT IS BACK!

LIVE Whitebait & Crabs
On the water at the Kingfish Boat Ramp

Michael Corbino of Longboat Key and Hawaii holds 
onto his tarpon for a trophy photo. The silver king, 
estimated to weigh about 100 pounds, was caught 
on a pass crab, according to Corbino’s guide, Capt. 
Warren Girle.

Marlin Ellis shows off a 19-inch spotted sea 
trout he caught May 19 while fi shing in the 
back bay waters.
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AME calendar

By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org

E XC LU S I V E LY  O F F E R E D  B Y

Life’s short … Buy 
the Beach House!

Live Here, Vacation Here or Invest Here
3 Bedrooms 4 Baths – Rooftop Deck – Room for a Pool –
Oversized 2-Car Garage – Waterfront with Boatlift and Dock.
Offered at $849,000

Shellie Young P.A.
Master Certified Negotiation Specialist, Certified 

Luxury Home Marketing Specialist, 
Voted “ Best in Customer Satisfaction” Sarasota 

magazine since 2015 – 5-Star Zillow Premier Agent

www.shellieyoung.com  
CELL 941.713.5458

Premier Sotheby ’s International Realty

 • Wednesday, May 23, fi fth-grade luncheon in 
auditorium.
 • Thursday, May 24, 9 a.m. fi fth-grade awards 
ceremony.
 • Thursday, May 24, 1:15 p.m. early release.
 • Friday, May 25, 1:15 p.m. early release
 • Monday, May 28, Memorial Day, no 
school. 
 • Tuesday, May 29, last day of school, early 
release at 1:15 p.m. 
 anna maria elementary is at 4700 gulf drive, 
Holmes Beach. 
 for more information, call the school at 941-
708-5525.

SALES & RENTALS 

Generosity
Anna Maria Elemen-
tary School Advisory 
Council member Ivory 
Graham and principal 
Jackie Featherston are 
all smiles May 17 upon 
receiving a check for 
$745 from Forrest Krazit 
and Jared Clark, repre-
sentatives of the Bra-
denton-based Good Life 
Church. The church held 
an event on the island 
and, in turn, wanted to 
show its gratitude with 
a gift to the school. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy 
AME/Sheila Zink

AME hosts wildlife art show, gallery reception
Third-grader Olivia 

Inda poses beside her 
wildlife art May 17 at 
AME’s “Sharing Our 
Shares” reception at 

Studio at Gulf and 
Pine. Student works 
were displayed and 

notecards — created 
from their works — 

were offered for sale at 
the reception.

Anna Maria Elementary principal Jackie Featherston smiles 
for a photo May 17 with third-grade artist Anthony Dunfee 
and his teacher, Karen Paul, beside his drawing at the recep-
tion for AME’s “Sharing Our Shores” art exhibit and note-
card sale at the Studio at Gulf and Pine, 10101 Gulf Drive. 
Students in third- through fi fth-grades created notecards 
depicting island wildlife as part of the school’s environmental 
education program. Islander Photos: Bianca BenedíThe AME “Sharing Our Shores” notecard project, art show and recep-

tion were made possible throught the school’s environmental education 
program with funding from the Anna Maria Island Garden Club. 
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101 PALMETTO | $4,260,000
811 N SHORE DR | $3,200,000

520 BAYVIEW PLACE | $1,840,000
1282 GULF OF MEXICO DR | $1,500,000

207 FIR AVE | $1,500,000
217 MAGNOLIA | $1,495,000

524 VILLA ROSA WAY | $1,350,000
113 LOS CEDROS | $1,240,000

535 SANCTUARY COVE | $1,237,500
504 75TH ST | $1,175,000

LOCALLY KNOWN. GLOBALLY CONNECTED. 

MSC MORTGAGE  |  MSC TITLE  |  MS&C COMMERCIAL 

NEW HOMES & CONDOMINIUMS  |  RENTAL
888 . 552 . 5228  michaelsaunders.com

L ICEN S ED RE AL ESTATE B ROKER

OPEN HOUSES
SUNDAYS 1–4 PM
michaelsaunders.com

Celebrating our second year of incredible properties, sales and 

excels at meeting your needs and exceeding your standards. 
Surpassing last year, our Anna Maria Island Office sales have 

and getting better. Being part of the fabric of this great community 

our great community. 
Anna Maria Island continues to be a Buyer’s market in all price 

in the luxury market, and seeing successful sales records for the 

Located in the heart of Anna Maria, our team of island specialists 

love this community. 

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS  
AND CONTINUING TO GROW SINCE OPENING TWO YEARS AGO

6000 MARINA DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH, FL 34217 • 941.896.9981

811 N SHORE DR | SOLD FOR $3,200,000

524 VILLA ROSA WAY | SOLD FOR $1,350,000 207 FIR AVE | SOLD FOR $1,500,000

AME kids celebrate end of school year with fi eld day

Fifth-graders challenge each other to a game of tug-of-war May 18, during AME’s fi eld day. One team in 
the contest received extra assistance from a parent. 

Fifth-grader Guy 
Dalzell hops past a 
classmate May 18 
in the sack race at 

AME’s fi eld day. 

FAR RIGHT: 
Fifth-grader Isaiah 

Mondon, attempts 
to fi ll a barrel from 
his sponge, all part 

of a watery relay 
May 18, during 

the end-of-school 
fi eld day.

Fourth-grader Miley Feeney pours water from 
a strainer into a bucket — one of multiple chal-
lenges included in AME’s fi eld day events.
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BY SANDY AMBROGI

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Visit us :
Florida Dreams Realty of AMI, Inc.

3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Markus Siegler 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

RENTAL HOME OWNERS
q Why paying more than 15 % commission for great quality  

and outstanding service?

q Benefit from our state-of-the art tools: responsive website, 
online booking, travel insurance, safe credit card processing, 
24/7 inquiry responder, key-less check-in

q Family owned and managed: Enjoy the personal touch - be 
treated as a VIP and not like a number

q Get in touch with us and check out our favorable conditions for 
renting out and managing your rental

q We also serve you in German, French, Italian & Spanish

Office +1 941 462 4016   Cell +1 941 779 5700
Email: info@florida-dreams.com

www.florida-dreams.com

To learn more about it, just 
call me at 941.779.5700.
Markus Siegler, Broker

Maybe it’s time you consider joining
our 100% commission concept.

Visit us :
Florida Dreams Realty of AMI, Inc.

3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Markus Siegler 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

RENTAL HOME OWNERS
q Why paying more than 15 % commission for great quality  

and outstanding service?

q Benefit from our state-of-the art tools: responsive website, 
online booking, travel insurance, safe credit card processing, 
24/7 inquiry responder, key-less check-in

q Family owned and managed: Enjoy the personal touch - be 
treated as a VIP and not like a number

q Get in touch with us and check out our favorable conditions for 
renting out and managing your rental

q We also serve you in German, French, Italian & Spanish

Office +1 941 462 4016   Cell +1 941 779 5700
Email: info@florida-dreams.com

www.florida-dreams.com

Florida Dreams Realty of AMI
3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach
Offi ce: 941.462.4016
info@fl orida-dreams.com
www.fl orida-dreams.com

E XC LU S I V E LY  O F F E R E D  B Y

Life’s short … Buy 
the Beach House

Live Here, Vacation Here or Invest Here
Currently used as a vacation rental with an Impressive NET 
income of $150K++. 4 Bedrooms 4.5 Baths - Elevator - One 
Floor Living - 4 Car Garages - Waterfront Offered at $2,200,000.

Shellie Young P.A.
Master Certified Negotiation Specialist, Certified 

Luxury Home Marketing Specialist, 
Voted “ Best in Customer Satisfaction” Sarasota 

magazine since 2015 – 5-Star Zillow Premier Agent

www.shellieyoung.com  
CELL 941.713.5458

Premier Sotheby ’s International Realty

More than 200 beautiful 
hand-selected properties 
to choose from.

Stop by our offi ces or visit 
our web-site to book your 
next vacation in paradise!

941-779-0733
www.annamariaparadise.com

Old becomes new, catching 
waves is new business

Burton Store is resurrected as new craft school
The old general store in cortez is the new Burton 

Store, 4415 119th St. W., at the florida maritime 
museum.
 Over the course of 10 years, interior and exterior 
renovations have transformed the building into a teach-
ing facility.
 a grand opening will be 6-8 p.m. Thursday, June 
7, with live music and family activities and all are wel-
come. The Burton Store is located behind the florida 
maritime museum.
 June classes will include painting with fi sh, creat-
ing salt scrubs, fermenting sauerkraut and vegetables, 
painting outdoors and growing native coastal plants.
Ridin’ the waves in all manners

If it has to do with water, a palma Sola causeway 
company can do it.
 global Boarding Water Sports anna maria, 9917 
manatee ave. W., Bradenton, offers lessons in wake-
boarding, water skiing, wake-surfi ng, wake-skating 
and surfi ng.
 It’s also offering a kid’s summer water sports 
camp, including classes for children ages 8 to 15. for 
more information, call 941-242-9478 or visit global-
boardingami.com.
Claws are out for 2nd season 

It’s not exactly business news — unless you’re in 
the fi lm industry, but it’s fun, nonetheless.
 Set in a fi ctional Manatee County nail salon, the 

Cortez merchants, 
museum join hands

 The village is small, only a few square miles on a 
map.
 But the big history of cortez — one of only a hand-
ful of working fi shing villages remaining in Florida — 
draws visitors from around the globe. now merchants 
and nonprofi ts in Cortez have banded together to create 
a passport program, complete with stamps, for village 
travelers.
 on June 7, during a coastal community celebra-
tion at the florida maritime museum, 4415 119th St. 
W., the cortez passport program will begin. The pass-
ports are free to the public, and no purchase is required 
at participating merchants.
 The idea is simple. Take the passport to a partici-
pating business in cortez and ask for a stamp. after 
acquiring 12 stamps, deliver the passport to the florida 
maritime museum and receive a free, special-edition 

Saunders celebrates AMI birthday
Linda Formella, left, managing broker, and 
Drayton Saunders, chief executive offi cer of 
Michael Saunders & Company, stand in the 
offi ce at 6000 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
In the two years since the company opened the 
Anna Maria Island location, it has exceeded 
expectations. Saunders has recorded $80 mil-
lion in sales volume, 91 transactions, a market 
share of 8 percent and an average sale price of 
$882,868. “We live our values. We have excep-
tional local people, we can reach a global audi-
ence and we have a culture of a company with 
integrity,” Saunders said.

TnT dramedy “claws” recently was picked up for a 
second season. The show follows a group of manicur-
ists trying every way to just get by in the seaside shop. 
See it 9 p.m. Sunday, June 10. The fi rst year had 5.4 
million viewers per episode, so someone was watching 
the tales of good women caught in bad places.

The Cortez merchants’ Passport program will launch 
June 7 at the Florida Maritime Museum, 4415 119th 
St. W., Cortez. Passports will be available 6-8 p.m. 
at a Coastal Community Celebration, and at partici-
pating merchants. Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi 

cortez T-shirt.
 The purpose of the passport program is to bring 
support to the museum and awareness to the offerings 
in cortez.
 The idea for the program was born when Bob 
Slicker, general manager at the Swordfi sh Grill and 
Tiki Bar, 4628 1119th St. W., and dan alderson, co-
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Local chambers plan 
to beat the heat

 The anna maria Island chamber of commerce 
business card exchange will be 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
may 23, at the Hancock Whitney Bank, 5324 gulf 
drive, Holmes Beach. 
 The chamber will present college scholarship win-
ners for 2018 during the mixer. The bank also will 
introduce a name change and new branding. Cost is $5 
for members and $10 for guests. RSVPs are requested 
to the chamber.
 The amI chamber networking luncheon will be 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 6, at pier 22 restaurant, 
1200 First Ave. W., Bradenton. Cost is $15 for mem-
bers and $25 for guests.
 The annual tri-chamber Business and BBQ on the 
Bay will be at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, June 7, at the resort 
at Longboat Key club, 3000 Harbourside drive, Long-
boat Key. Cost is $25 in advance and $30 at the door. 
This combined networking event with anna maria 
Island, Longboat Key and Siesta Key chambers will 
feature lawn games, raffl e, music by Mike Sales and 
more. rSVp to the amI chamber by friday, June 1.
 For more information or to RSVP, call the offi ce 
at 941-778-1541, email info@amichamber.org or visit 
the offi ce at 5313 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The Longboat Key chamber of commerce in con-
junction with the town of Longboat Key will hold the 
16th annual disaster preparedness Seminar 3:15-6 
p.m. Thursday, may 31, at the Harbourside Ballroom 
at the resort at Longboat Key club, 3000 Harbourside 
drive, Longboat Key.
 admission is free, but people must register due 
to limited seating. The fi rst 125 guests will receive a 
chamber goody bag, a raffl e ticket and a virgin hur-
ricane cocktail. call the LBK chamber to register.
 To register for events and for information about 
the Longboat Key chamber, call the offi ce at 941-383-
2466, visit longboatkeychamber.com or the offi ce at 
5390 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.

owner of Tyler’s Homemade Ice cream with a store 
at 11904 cortez road W., got into a discussion about 
tying in the merchants and nonprofi ts to promote the 
village as a destination.
 “We don’t have a city hall here or a voice here. 
We don’t have a police department. everything is by 
mouth in cortez. So, we thought, lets get together and 
have one voice. Let’s be charitable when we do it,” 
Slicker said.
 “a lot of these businesses are mom and pop. We 
don’t have a lot of money. We don’t have a lot of time. 
We’re working,” Slicker said. “We needed something 
inexpensive and easy.”
 Slicker and alderson began throwing the passport 
idea around more than a year ago. Then they enlisted 
the help of Liza Kubik of the Seafood Shack marina 
Bar and grill.
 “She was much more methodical. Thank goodness 
we got her,” Slicker said.
 The trio set to work on a village tour concept and 
decided the museum would be the fi nal destination, 
promoting fmm and its accompanying folk school, 
while rewarding travelers with a T-shirt.
 “Last december, we started getting quotes for 
the passports. By late december 2017, this neighbor-

hood initiative had grown from a 16-page passport to 
a 28-page passport,” Kubik said.
 “I couldn’t be more proud about what’s happened with 
this,” she said.
 In addition to the museum and folk school, the 
following are participating in the program: amI dol-
phin Tours, annie’s Bait and Tackle, Beach’n rides, 
Bradenton Boat Club, Bunny & Pirates, Cortez Bait & 
Seafood, cortez cafe, cortez deep Sea fishing, cortez 
Kitchen, Cortez Surf & Paddle, Cortez Watersports, 
flipin’mullet Sports Bar at Swordfish grill, King 
Triton Excursions, Legend Fishing Charters, O’Shucks 
raw Bar and grill, Sea Hagg, Seafood Shack marina 
Bar and grill, Star fish company market and restau-
rant, Swordfi sh Grill and Tiki Bar, The Beach Shop, 
Tide Tables restaurant, Tyler’s Homemade Ice cream, 
YoLo adventures, WaVeS Boat and Social club and 
the nonprofi ts, Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage 
and the cortez cultural center.
 Slicker said some smaller businesses didn’t have 
a logo or website when the program organization got 
underway, but they showed up to the meetings and 
wanted to participate.
 “They said ‘we are in. We want to make it work. 
We are all from the same village,’” Slicker said.

Kristen Sweeting, left, 
director of the Florida 

Maritime Museum, 
listens as Bob Slicker, 

general manager of the 
Swordfi sh Grill and Tiki 

Hut, addresses the crowd 
during a media launch 

for the Cortez Passport 
May 16. Dan Alderson 

of Tyler’s Homemade Ice 
Cream, and Liz Kubik, of 
the Seafood Shack listen, 

right. Islander Photo: 
Sandy Ambrogi
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: ISLAND Discount Tackle in 
Holmes Beach. Apply in person after noon and 
ask for Jonny.

HELP WANTED: THREE positions available. Full-
time night cashier, part-time night cashier/cashier 
assistant, part-time deli position. Please apply 
in person at Jessie’s Island Store, 5424 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. See Jimmy or April for 
more details. 

ASSOCIATE WANTED FOR smaller, well-estab-
lished offi ce on Anna Maria Island. Send resume 
to P.O. Box 352, Bradenton Beach FL  34217.

REPORTER WANTED: Full- to part-time. Print 
media, newspaper experience required. Apply 
via email with letter of interest to news@islander.
org.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for up to three 
weeks for Island youths under 16 looking for work. 
Ads must be placed in person at The Islander 
offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37 years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

T.H.S. CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
vacation rentals. Dependable and detailed. 941-
756-4570.

U FLY I drive your car anywhere in the USA. 
Airport runs, anywhere. Offi ce, 941-447-6389. 
941-545-6688.

AUTHORITY ONE SERVICES: Cleaning, con-
struction, residential, commercial, rentals. Call 
941-251-5948.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Profes-
sional, friendly cleaning service since 1999. 941-
779-6638. Leave message.

NEED A RIDE to airports? Tampa $65, St. Pete, 
$55, Sarasota, $30. Gary, 863-409-5875. gvon-
ess80@gmail.com.

PEGGY, R.N. PERSONAL airport transporta-
tion. (Facebook). Tampa, $74, St. Petersburg, 
$54, Sarasota, $34.Specializing in women and 
seniors. Two passengers maximum. Text/call, 
727-902-7784.

PIERLY MAID CLEANING Service: Two former 
City Pier employees looking to make your home, 
vacation rental, offi ce spic and span! Please, give 
us a call, 941-447-2565 or 941-565-0312.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS JD’s Window Clean-
ing looking for storefront jobs in Holmes Beach. 
I make dirty windows sparkling clean. 941-920-
3840.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County 
and the Island since 1987. For dependable, 
honest and personalized service, call Bill Eller, 
941-795-7411. CAC184228.

RELAXING MASSAGE IN the convenience of your 
home or hotel. Massage by Nadia, more than 
20 years on Anna Maria Island. Call today for 
an appointment, 941-518-8301. MA#0017550.
MA#0017550.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER Service: Repairs, 
installs. Your local sprinkler company since 1997. 
Call Jeff, 941-778-2581.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Residential and Commercial
Full service lawn maintenance

Landscaping – Clean-up
Hauling tree trimming

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  941.792.5600
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Andrew Chennault

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
Island References Lic#CBC056755 

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519

C
B

C
 1

2
5

3
4

7
1

Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

Adopt-
A-Pet 

april is 3 years old, 
17 pounds and gets 
along with cats, 
dogs and people! 
Mixed breed. apply 
to adopt april at 
wwww.moonracer-
animalrescue.com. 
Call Lisa Williams at 
941-345-2441 or visit 
the Islander next 
to Paradise Cafe in 
Holmes Beach for 
more …

SPONSORED BY

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

$10 DiNeR MUGs
@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

ITEMS FOR SALE

COMPUTER DELL DUAL core, refurbished. $50. 
941-756-6728.

HEYWOOD WAKEFIELD ANTIQUE dresser, $80, 
blue Tiffany chandelier, $75, pair of large, white, 
sturdy wood shelves, $65. 941-778-7003.

ANTIQUE PARTNER DESK: All wood, $1,000. 
See at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FOUR OAK OFFICE chairs: Antiques, perfect for 
eclectic dining set. The Islander newspaper, 3218 
E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FREEBIE ITEMS FOR SALE

Individuals may place one free ad with up to three 
items, each priced $100 or less, 15 words or less. 
FREE, one week, must be submitted online. Email 
classifi eds@islander.org, fax toll-free 1-866-362-
9821. (limited time offer) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED: WORKOUT DVDs and retired but 
working XBox, Wii units with games for Ministry 
of Presence for kids and teens in Haiti. Deliver 
to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

WANTED: YOUR OLD cellphone for recycling. 
Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE GUN LOCK courtesy of Project Childsafe, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Pick up at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 8:30 a.m.-2p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-1p.m. Saturday. 
Donations preferred 9 a.m.-11 a.m. Wednesdays. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

LOST & FOUND

LOST: Set oF keys with Cadillac fob near Pine 
Avenue, Anna Maria. Please, call 585-410-
0025.

PETS

PET PAL PET sitting: Short and long term, in your 
house or mine. 18-year Island resident. 941-704-
5937. e.davies5937@gmail.com. 

YOU CAN HELP! Fosters, volunteers, retail-
type help needed for Moonracer No Kill Animal 
Rescue. Please email: moonraceranimalrescue@
gmail.com.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: Small sailboat rentals and 
instruction. Day. Week. Month. Sunfi sh, Laser, 
Windrider 17 and Precision 15. Call Brian at 941-
685-1400.

2004 SAILFISH 2100 Bay Boat, Anna Maria. F150 
engine, 500 hours, ProFish package, two 160-
quart fi sh boxes, raw water washdown, remote fi ll 
(four-stroke) dual battery switch, Bimini top, etc. 
Maintained and clean. $18,000 (price reduced 
due to no trailer). Mary Ann, 908-339-2058.

N B A J A M P S A S S W A M B A T
S A T I R E R U N T I A G O S O L E
F R E N C H C O N N E C T I O N E A T S
W R A P S O N R E P E A T O P E R A S

E L I O C T A O R S O H Y D R A
E L O N B O O Y A H D R E A M
P E N G U I N S E A N B E A N E R A
A D E S T U D F I N D E R H O M E E C

B E S T I E R U B B E R M A T C H
A W E D B E R Y L N A S T I E S
P E T P A S T A T R I S H R N S

F A S T C A R M A S O N B O G S
A C T I O N I T E M S F L I P O N
C H E E S E O P E N F L A M E S M E T
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ANSWERS TO MAY 23 PUZZLE
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

ARTISAN DESIGN TILE and Marble. Call us 
for your all your tile needs. Save 10 percent 
off our regular rates right now and get pro-
fessional installation done right. Call Don at 
941-993-6567.

RENTALS

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.sun-
coastinc.com.

$99 HOLMES BEACH Hideaway. 1BR/2BA 
across street to beach! Photos on Facebook, 
Anna Maria Island Gulf Drive Apartments. Mike, 
727-999-1011.

HOLMES BEACH: WESTBAY Point. Beautifully 
furnished 2BR/2BA condo. Fantastic views. May, 
for 6 to 8 months. $1,850/month. No pets/smok-
ing. 941-778-2824.

SEEKING FEBRUARY OR partial month. Man-
grove Avenue to Cypress Avenue, Anna Maria, 
$4,000-5,000. 419-957-6794.

2BR/1BA DUPLEX: Simple, quiet, Anna Maria, 
$1,250/month, annual. Maximum two adults. 
941-778-7003.

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 3BR/3BA 
canalfront on Oak Avenue. Bright and spa-
cious, walk to beach and stores. $3,000/
month. 941-321-5454.

REAL ESTATE

STARTING FROM THE low $300,000s. Only min-
utes from the beach, this new active adult com-
munity is perfectly located just south of Mana-
tee Avenue, off Village Green Parkway. Perfectly 
designed, open 2BR or 3BR/2BA plus den and 
two-car garage fl oor plans. Luxurious ameni-
ties, pool, spa, gym, pickleball and fenced-in 
dog park. HOA only $209/month. Models open 
daily. Contact us, 941-254-3330. www.Mirabel-
laFlorida.com.

TURN THE PAGE for more Islander classifi eds...

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

SHELL DELIVERED AND spread. $55/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, 
“shell phone” 941-720-0770.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. 66Tropical landscape spe-
cialist. Residential and commercial. 35 years 
experience. 941-448-6336.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE: Shell, lime rock, 
palms, river rock, construction demolition, fenc-
ing, pressure washing, hauling debris and trans-
port. Shark Mark, 941-301-6067.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100. www.vangopaint-
ing.net. 

CUSTOM REMODELING EXPERT. All phases of 
carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. Meticu-
lous, clean, sober and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 
941-730-7479.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. 
Handyman, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabi-
nets and wood fl ooring. Insured and licensed. 
941-722-8792.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry, handyman, 
light hauling, pressure washing. Jack of all trades. 
Call 941-778-6170 or 941-447-2198.

ISLE TILE: QUALITY installation fl oors, counters, 
backsplashes, showers. Licensed, insured. Call 
Chris at 941-302-8759.

ISLAND GATER RESTORATIONS: Painting, 
interior/exterior, drywall repair, textures, pres-
sure cleaning, stucco. Danny, 941-720-8116. 
islandgater@gmail.com.

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY

.com

941-778-2711

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045

WEATHERSIDE LLC LI
C
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5HURRICANE

DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
State Lic. CBC1258250

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Family Owned and Operated since 1975

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential  
& Commercial

#C
FC

14
26

59
6

We TWeeT TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

We like likes

 f acebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

Island Limousine
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE

AIRPORT PERMITTED & LIVERY INSURED

IslandLimo.net   941-779-0043 

PropertyWatch
Island real estate 

transactions
 621 N. Point Drive, Holmes Beach, a 3,027 sfl a / 
4,275 sfur 4bed/4bath/2car canalfront home built in 
1986 on a 20,681 sq ft lot was sold 04/23/18, abele 
to Mason Martin Holdings LLC for $2,000,000; list 
$2,100,000.
 523 68th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,656 sfl a / 3,965 
sfur 4bed/3bath/2car, canalfront pool home built in 
1970 on a 9,396 sq ft lot was sold 04/25/18, dur-
ward propertes LLc to J Thompson amI LLc for 
$1,450,000.
 747 Jacaranda Road, Anna Maria, a 2,193 sfl a 
/ 3,426 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car pool home built in 
2005 on a 5,000 sq ft lot was sold 04/27/18, amI 
Considerations LLC to Marcus for $1,250,000; list 
$1,395,000.
 541 Key royale drive, Holmes Beach, 2,918 
sfl a / 4,704 sfur 4bed/2bath/2car canalfront pool 
home built in 1962 on a 22,956 sq ft lot was sold 
04/23/18, St John to Council for $1,225,000.
 8023 marina Isles Lane, Holmes Beach, a 1,849 
sfl a / 2,802 sfur 3bed/2bath pool home built in 1994 
on a 12,325 sq ft lot was sold 04/27/18, Brendlin to 
Schlossberg for $1,000,000.
 783 Jacaranda Road, Anna Maria, a 1,984 sfl a / 
4,161 sfur 3bed/2bath pool home built in 1997 on a 
5,000 sq ft lot was sold 04/20/18, perez to Walk on 
the Beach LLC for $903,500; list $949,000.

 219 chilson ave., anna maria, a vacant 11,100 
sq ft canalfront lot was sold 04/25/18, JT Land com-
pany to Gulfside Development for $750,000.
 520 70th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,620 sfl a / 2,010 
sfur 3bed/2bath/1car canalfront pool home built in 
1965 on a 9,191 sq ft lot was sold 04/17/18, Sinisi 
to Mullen for $749,000; list $750,000.
 610 Dundee Lane, Holmes Becah, a 1,625 sfl a 
/ 2,462 sfur 4bed/2bath/2car canalfront pool home 
built in 1967 on a 10,324 sq ft lot was sold 04/25/18, 
Lowry to Lance for $665,000.
 2108 Ave. A, Bradenton Beach, a 1,297 sfl a / 
1,682 sfur 3bed/2bath pool home built in 1950 on 
a 7,500 sq ft lot was sold 04/17/18, Sanderson to 
Keseg for $576,000; list $589,000.
 6400 flotilla drive, unit 43, Westbay point and 
Moorings, Holmes Beach, a 1,426 sfl a 2bed/2bath 
condo with shared pool built in 1977 was sold 
04/20/18, Helgeson family Investments to Bibler 
for $472,000; list $480,000.
 6400 flotilla drive, unit 35, Westbay point and 
Moorings, Holmes Beach, a 1,285 sfl a 1,377 sfur 
2bed/2bath condo with shared pool built in 1977 
was sold 04/18/18, Schuller to Nelson for $395,000; 
list $419,000.
 409 63rd St., Holmes Beach, a 972 sfl a / 1,400 
sfur 2bed/2bath villa with pool built in 1972 on a 
3,196 sq ft lot was sold 04/20/18, Johnson to funk 
for $343,000.
 For more information, contact Jesse Brisson, 
broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, 
at 941-778-7244. 
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i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s
REAL ESTATE Continued

FOR SALE: PRIME location! Five miles from 
Holmes Beach, Cordova Lakes, $234,900, 
1,220 sf 2BR/2BA, one-car garage, split-bed-
room/well maintained move-n ready. No HOA, 
no deed restrictions.  Call Priscilla Figueroa, 
agent, Keller Williams at 941-348-3071. MLS# 
A4214519  for showings! Why rent seasonally 
when you can own? Opportunity awaits!

3BR/2BA DOUBLE GARAGE sunroom, like new, 
just reduced! 6711 Second Ave. Circle W., Bra-
denton. 703-587-4675.

2BR/2BA, DEN, two-car garage, sundeck, sun-
room, walk to beach. 105 13th St. S., Bradenton 
Beach. 703-587-4675.

OPEN HOUSE: 1-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  
3BR/3BA, two-car garage, canal, pool, dock, 
lift. 3807 Royal Palm Drive, San Remo Shores, 
941-705-9969.

WEST SIDE FIXER-upper 3BR/2BA, garage. 
$165,000. A deal. Exclusive Real Estate Mart, 
941-356-1456.

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696

Mike  
Norman  
Realty

31O1 GULF DR  
HOLMES BEACH

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
sales@mikenormanrealty.com

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

BRIDGEPORT CONDO 2BR/2BA unit located across 
the street from beach with peeks of the Gulf AND Bay. Easy 
access to the beach, new hurricane-rated windows and sliding 
doors, updated kitchen. $359,000

DIRECT BAYFRONT 2BR/2BT condo just steps to beach. 
Complex offers scenic fishing pier, large pool, tennis, fitness 
room and clubhouse. Selling furnished. $399,000

DIRECT BAYFRONT Unmatched views of the bay from 
this unique, 4 BR property. Views of the water from EVERY 
room make you feel that you are on a boat rather than land. 
A must see! $950,000

LUXURY BEACHFRONT  3BR/3BA condo located in a 
premier complex on Anna Maria Island. Complex offers a 
huge, heated pool & Jacuzzi, garage, secured entrance and 
elevator. Selling “turn-key” furnished. $1,549,000

ANNA MARIA ¼ ACRE WATERFRONT just 250 steps to 
the beach. Bring your boat to the 60-foot dock or launch your 
paddle board/kayak right from your backyard! This property 
offers exceptional "old Florida" charm with tons of privacy 
from the serene, natural mangrove canal. Two vintage cot-
tages for a total of four rental apartments. $1,295,000

DIRECTLY ON BEACH spectacular 3BR/2.5BA home 
with panoramic water views from virtually every room. Two 
open porches and a shady patio on the ground level with 
fenced, beach-side courtyard. $2,155,000

CONTACT US TODAY
RENTALS@ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

WWW.ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

3001 GULF DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

DREAM VACATIONS
FOR YOUR

VACATION DREAMS

INC

Mike  
Norman  
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
31o1 Gulf Drive, Hholmes Beach 

800-367-1617  | 941-778-6696

OFFERING THE BEST SELECTION 
OF SALES & RENTALS ON 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND SINCE 1978

941-778-0807 
tdolly1@yahoo.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

Professional Service to Anna Maria Island Since 1974

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS
SALES/RENTALS

HERON’S WATCH 10 minutes to beaches. 4 BR + Den. Excellently maintained, 
tastefully decorated.  No rental limitations. MLS A4142821. $359,000.

 MEADOWCROFT 1308 56TH ST. 1BR/1BA enclosed lanai. Turnkey furnished. 
Beach cottage decor in living room. Heated pool, tennis, clubhouse. $121,000.
VACATION/SEASONAL RENTALS GULFFRONT PROPERTIES BOOKING NOW

9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com 

New Location
Same Great Service

Full Service Property 
Management & Sales
Dina Franklin (owner)

Licensed Sales Associate  
& Property Manager

SINCE 1957

‘We are THE island.’

 

For the island lifestyle, call  
Lynn Zemmer, 941-778-8104. 

 

 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 
941-778-8104 Ofc 877-778-0099 Toll Free 

104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
 

 

 

  

104 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-778-8104

Edgewatervacationhomes.com  
Edgewaterrealestateami.com

PERICO BAY CLUB,  
AS GOOD AS IT GETS!

 
 
 

 Real Estate Sales 
 Vacation Rentals 
 Annual Rentals 
 Property Management 
 Concierge Service 

 We’re “Serious” about our Customer Service! 
 
 
Your full service Real Estate Agency providing exceptional customer service for all your short or long 
term goals.  Whether you’re staying a few days or a lifetime, we will help you find your perfect 
accommodation.  
 
One stop shop.    We can provide everything you might need……..buy, rent and finance your piece of 
paradise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    

 

www.edgewatervacationhomes.com 
www.941lending.com 

941-778-8104 Ofc   877-778-0099 Toll Free 
104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 

Lynn M. Zemmer   Broker/Owner 
 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 

 

1357 PERICO POINT CIRCLE
$369,900

SWEEPING GULF VIEWS: This 2bed/2bath condo 
at Anna Maria Island Club has breathtaking Gulf 
views from the living room and master bedroom. 
A rare opportunity to own at one of the most sought-
after condo complexes on the Island. $650,000

KEY ROYALE HOME: Looking for a home large 
enough to accommodate the entire family? Then 
look no further. This split plan 4bed/4bath/2car pool 
home is situated on one of the largest lots on Anna 
Maria Island. $774,000

Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson • 941-713-4755

REAL ESTATE Continued

MOBILE HOME FOR sale in Sunny Shores. Com-
pletely remodeled inside and out. Vinyl siding, 
lifetime roof, central air conditioning, granite 
counters with island and desk area, paver patio, 
two bedrooms. No park fees. $150,000. Moving. 
Call 508-397-3953.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND: 1BR/1BA manufactured 
home. Completely updated, turnkey furnished. 
Sundeck and carport. Pool, boat slips. Steps to 
beach. $84,000. Real Estate Mart, 941-713-9835 
or 941-356-1456. 

ISLAND CANAL HOME: 3BR/2BA, two-car 
garage, dock, lift, heated caged pool. $749,000. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-356-1456.

Place classified 
ads online at  

www.islander.org
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LOVE AT FIRST SITE
BY NEVILLE FOGARTY AND ERIK AGARD / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

No. 0513
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: 5/20/2018

 ACROSS

1 Arcade hoops game
7 Some TV ads, for short
11 Went through 

channels?
15 Hitter’s hitter
18 “The Simpsons” or 

“Futurama”
19 Litter’s littlest
20 To whom Brabantio 

says “Thou art a 
villain”

21 Singular
22 Good name for a deep 

kissers’ dating site?
25 Vittles
26 A shroud of secrecy, 

idiomatically
27 Endlessly starting 

over
28 Performances at 

Paris’s Palais 
Garnier

30 Manning with the 
second-longest QB 
starting streak in 
N.F.L. history

31 Numerical prefix
32 “Ish”
34 Monster slain by 

Hercules
35 North Carolina 

university
36 Victor’s shout
39 It’s all in the head
41 Member of a southern 

colony
43 Actor whose first 

and last names look 
like they rhyme, but 
don’t

47 Slice of a timeline

50 Fruit drink

51 Good name for a 
dating site full of hot 
dudes?

54 Obsolescent high 
school course, 
informally

56 Number one pal

57 Good name for 
a dating site of 
massage therapists?

59 In amazement

61 Emerald or 
aquamarine

63 Revolting sorts

64 Kitty-cat, e.g.

65 Carbo-loading dish

67 Patty alternative?

70 IV checkers

71 1988 top 10 hit for 
Tracy Chapman

73 George ____ 
University

75 Swamps

76 Good name for an 
extreme sports 
dating site?

79 Be traitorous to

82 Burger topper

83 Good name for a non-
monogamist dating 
site?

85 Big Apple cultural 
site, with “the”

88 Alway

89 Southernmost of the 
Lesser Antilles

91 Napa Valley vintner 
Robert

93 Grannies

95 Previous name for an 
athletic conference 
now with 12 
members

98 Comparable (to)

99 Sky-blue

101 Performer in 
makeup, typically

105 Certain layers

106 ____ Aviv

107 UTEP team

109 First things to go 
into jammies

112 “Trading Spaces” 
host Davis

114 Neat as ____

115 Good name for a 
dating site for lovers 
of natural foods?

118 Ad

119 Big loss

120 John of the Velvet 
Underground

121 Tot’s wear

122 Junior

123 Lincoln Logs and 
such

124 Something taken on 
a field?

125 Ones passed on a 
track

 DOWN

1 [Avoid watching this in 
front of the boss]

2 Sped (along)

3 Had a table for one

4 Chinese leader Xi

5 Rainbows, e.g.

6 “That doesn’t impress 
me much”

7 Immediately

8 Natural light beam

9 One of the Brontës

10 Group dance with 
stomps and claps

11 Instrument plucked 
with a mezrab

12 Cools one’s heels

13 Back in time

14 Like early Elvis 
recordings

15 Good name for a 
carpentry dating 
site?

16 The rite place?

17 Thompson of “Selma”

21 “Toodles!”

23 Noggin

24 Chairman and ____ 
(common title)

29 Ones to watch

31 Back-of-newspaper 
section

33 Poetic tribute

35 Org. with a flower 
logo

37 “Just ____ suspected”

38 1940s vice president 
Wallace

40 Enthusiastic

42 Not new

44 Chaperones, usually

45 Lincoln’s home: Abbr.

46 “I’ll return shortly,” in 
a text

48 Swing time?

49 German interjections

52 “That’s mine!”

53 ‘
55 Dignified lady

56 Model Page known 
as “The Queen of 
Pinups”

58 Naval officer: Abbr.

59 Geronimo, for one

60 Good name for a 
“High Noon”-themed 
dating site?

62 Hit hard

65 ____ Bread (cafe 
chain)

66 NPR host Shapiro

68 “2 funny!!!”

69 “To Live and Die 
____”

71 Visage

72 Player of Robin Hood 
in 1991

74 Like child’s play

75 Nautical title, 
informally

77 Whole lot

78 Prefix with center

80 Ginormous

81 Lowly workers

84 O.T.C. O.K.’er

85 Command of Captain 
Jean-Luc Picard

86 Satanic look

87 Cookie holder

90 Movement

92 Statistician’s grouping

94 “____ you the clever 
one!”

96 Gum ingredient

97 Titter

99 Stockpile

100 Nada

102 Certain computer 
whiz

103 Deep defenses

104 Long span

108 Put in order

110 Camping menace

111 Digitize, in a way

112 ____ colada

113 Real lookers?

116 Down Under hopper

117 Gather around, as 
an idol

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75

76 77 78 79 80 81

82 83 84 85 86 87

88 89 90 91 92

93 94 95 96 97 98

99 100 101 102 103 104 105 106

107 108 109 110 111 112 113

114 115 116 117

118 119 120 121

122 123 124 125

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

www.annamariaislandresorts.net 877.867.8842

Everything you’re looking for

Visit WWW.ISLANDER.ORG for the best news on Anna Maria Island.
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Answers: 
page 32
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