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Cortez, FISH members vow to fi ght high bridge 
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

This FISH fi ght isn’t over.
Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage 

board members discussed during a May 7 
meeting ways to resist the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation and its plans for a 
high fi xed-span bridge in Cortez.

As part of their charter, FISH members 
lobby against land developments seen as 
detrimental to the commercial fi shing way 
of life. FISH consistently opposed a 65-foot-
clearance fi xed-span option at previous DOT 
public meetings.

The DOT decision announced at the 
April 23 Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization meeting made stron-
ger opposition imperative, members said.

“A high-rise bridge would be horrifi c for 
Cortez,” said board member John Stevely. “I 
think there has to be a compromise.”

“We will try to stop it,” said Plum Taylor, 
FISH Board member. “We always have.”

Board member Linda Molto was tasked 
with coordinating with Bradenton Beach 
Mayor John Chappie, who also is opposed 

HB seeks default 
in treehouse case

By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 There’s been a swirl of motions and let-
ters about a treehouse built without permits 
in 2011 on the beachfront from the county 
courthouse to the U.S. Supreme Court in 
Washington, D.C.
 The latest motion in the 12th Circuit 
Court came April 30 from the city of Holmes 
Beach seeking to default treehouse owners 
Lynn Tran and Richard Hazen for not prop-
erly responding to the city’s enforcement 
case. A default is an initial court finding 
when a party fails to timely plead or defend 
against an action.
 Tran and Hazen built a two-story tree-
house attached to a towering Australian pine 
on the beachfront at their home at 103 29th 
St., where they operate four vacation rental 
units known as Angelinos Sea Lodge.
 The structure was built without state or 

Tourism ‘ambassador’ named
Karen Riley-Love, center, accepts the 2018 
Tourism Ambassador of the year award 
from 2017’s winner, Greg Campbell, left, 
and Elliott Falcione, executive director of 
the Bradenton Area Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau. Read the story, page 31.

FEMA raises 
AM’s rates

By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 The city of Anna Maria will not lose its 
discount on fl ood insurance from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency after all.
 But, property owners will see a reduc-
tion in their FEMA discount from 25 percent 
to 15 percent beginning Oct. 1. 
 In December 2017, building official 
Jimmy Strickland was fired by the city 
commission after communications from 
FEMA revealed Strickland failed to properly 
report and provide documentation related to 
FEMA’s Community Rating System.
 The CRS provides municipalities and its 
property owners discounts on fl ood insur-
ance for taking steps to reduce risks with 
educational outreach, fl oodplain manage-
ment, stormwater management and improved 
regulatory standards, among other factors. 
 However, Strickland told officials in 

PLEASE SEE FEMA PAGE 2

People hold signs protesting the widening of Cortez Road Oct. 23, 1979. The west-
ward view shows signs for Cortez Windmill Village Trailer Park, Thatcher’s Chev-
ron Station and College Plaza, where now a Goodwill store stands. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Manatee County Public Library Historical Collection

In a time when new bridges were celebrated
 In 1957, construction on a new concrete drawbridge to replace the wooden span 
from Cortez to Anna Maria Island was complete and everyone was ready to celebrate. 
Read the story, page 4.
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TREEHOUSE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
city permits, although Hazen had an informal meeting 
at city hall with the then-city building inspector, who 
told him no permits were needed for a treehouse in 
response to Hazen’s inquiry.
 Though there’s been no hearing set for a judge to 
hear the city’s latest preliminary move, it is part of a 
bigger picture.
 Attorney Jim Dye, principal in Dye Harrison and 
a partner of city attorney Patricia Petruff, handling the 
treehouse cases for the city, said May 8 he’s waiting 
to see what happens in another treehouse case — one 
that sat dormant for nearly fi ve years until the owners 
re-invigorated the case in March with a constitutional 
challenge to the city setback.
 Judge Lon Arend set the stalled 2013 case for 
dismissal May 15, after press time for The Islander. 
The judge’s motion states he will consider keeping it 
open if the owners show “good cause” in a court fi ling 
before May 11.
 The owners brought the case claiming the city 
should be stopped from enforcing its laws given the 
couple’s reliance on the inspector’s advice.
 As of May 11, online records showed no submission 
indicating “good cause” from the Tran-Hazen team.
 Tran said May 9 she understood a motion for sum-
mary judgment fi led by their attorney in March, after 
the judge fi led his motion, may suffi ce as a response.  
David Levin of the Icard Merrill law fi rm in Sarasota 
has been their attorney since the controversy began.
 The owners fi rst applied for an after-the-fact permit 
from the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion. In 2013, they fi led for relief in state courts and, in 
one case, petitioned to the U.S. Supreme Court, seek-
ing review of a lower court judge’s order — an order 
that adopted the city’s position.
 Litigation is now entering its sixth year, with the 
owners losing at each juncture.
 Court decisions have upheld city orders requiring 
the owners to remove the structure and pay a $50 daily 
fi ne, accumulating since July 2015 and now at more 
than $50,000.

 Before the most recent two cases began heating 
up in court, Mayor Bob Johnson and Tran exchanged 
correspondence.
 In a Jan. 18 letter, Johnson told Tran and Hazen 
they had a legal duty to remove the illegal structure and 
apply for a demolition permit no later than Feb. 9.
 Tran wrote back Feb. 9, claiming Holmes Beach 
deprived them of their rights under the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, Bill of Rights and the U.S. Constitution.
 She also claimed she and her husband “cry for our 
beloved treehouse, a work of art, that put smiles on 
thousands of faces.”
 Tran contended the city’s land development code 
is inconsistent or contrary to the Florida Building Code 
and she disputed the city fi ne.
 They have spent more than $180,000 in their 
defense, she wrote.
 According to court papers, the treehouse cost the 
owners $30,000-$50,000 to build.

Owner Rich-
ard Hazen, 
right, enters his 
property at 103 
29th St., Holmes 
Beach, May 9 
as a beachgoer 
studies the 
treehouse built 
in 2011 in an 
Australian pine. 
Islander Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell

December 2017 that he did not know how to complete 
the documentation and, not wanting to ask for help, he 
let it fall to the wayside. 
 Craig Carpenter, CRS specialist for FEMA, 
informed the city in December that the city was at 
risk of being reclassifi ed from Class 5 to Class 10 and 
losing its full discount by May. 
 City offi cials scrambled in December to complete 
and submit the paperwork neglected by Strickland 
and then awaited a fi nal decision on the city’s fl ood 
insurance discount. 
 In March, Carpenter emailed city engineer Lynn 
Burnett to inform her that FEMA had completed its 
review of city documents and would recommend the 
city drop from a Class 5 to a Class 7 rating in Octo-
ber.

FEMA CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 Treasurer Lori Hill reported May 9 the city has 
spent $139,462.67 in attorneys’ fees and costs related 
to the cases.
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to a large bridge, to discuss mutual options.
“I want to get together with Bradenton Beach 

because they are not happy about it at all. They’re not 
happy. We’re not happy,” Molto said. “I always believe 
there is something we can do.”

Support for the fi ght is gaining momentum.
The Holmes Beach City Commission unanimously 

voted at its May 8 meeting to issue a letter of opposi-
tion to the DOT’s bridge proposal.

FISH members say the National Register of His-
toric Places designation secured for the Cortez Historic 
District in 1995 may afford some protection. The dis-
trict is bounded by Cortez Road, 119th Street West, 
Sarasota Bay and 124th Street Court West. 

“I would think it would be a very, very strong 
point,” Stevely said. “I would think it’s a way to go 
at this.”

The national register is the federal government’s 
offi cial list of districts, sites, buildings, structures and 
objects worthy of preservation by virtue of historical 
signifi cance.

A listing does not automatically invoke local his-
toric district zoning or local landmark designations, 
according to Sarah Revell, director of communications 
for the Florida Division of Historical Resources.

“Listing in the National Park Service’s National 
Register of Historic Places does not offer specific 
protections,” Revell wrote in a May 8 email to The 
Islander.

It could provide protection coupled with the Cortez 
vision plan, Molto said. Cortez, Bradenton Beach and 
the other island cities, Anna Maria and Holmes Beach, 
are low-rise communities, and the proposed DOT span 
just doesn’t fi t the profi le, Molto said.

“Cortez has a vision plan, and you can only build 
to a certain height,” Molto said. “How can the govern-
ment come in and say, ‘We can build higher.’”

Ironically, the state government funded the Cortez 
vision plan process, Molto said.

“If the government funds this project to have us 
decide what we want Cortez to be, how can the govern-

BRIDGE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ment come in and destroy that?” she asked.
FISH leadership could fi le a lawsuit to oppose the 

DOT decision to build a new, $72-million megabridge 
rather than repair the present structure.

“Not sure on what legal grounds we would oppose 
the bridge,” said FISH vice president Jane von Hah-
mann.

Von Hahmann said FISH would need support from 
Manatee County offi cials, which is unlikely. District 
3 Commissioner Steve Jonsson, who represents Anna 
Maria Island and west Bradenton, and at-large Com-
missioner Betsy Benac already have expressed strong 
support for the DOT’s choice of a high bridge.

The drawbridge — offi cially opened in 1957 — 
links Bradenton Beach with the mainland at Cortez. 
DOT inspections between 2008 and 2012 found it 
repairable but ranked it functionally obsolete.

Eventually, the cost of repairing the older structure 
will outstrip the price of a new span by millions of 
dollars, according to a DOT report.

Design is scheduled to begin this year, while the 
right-of-way acquisition phase is funded in 2020. 

The bridge still requires fi nal approval from the 

DOT Offi ce of Environmental Management in Tal-
lahassee. 

Construction is not funded, so it could be seven to 
10 years before a new Cortez Bridge rises, according 
to L.K. Nandam, DOT District 1 secretary.

There is time to change the DOT’s direction.
“Back in 1995, they didn’t think we had a chance,” 

said FISH board member Kaye Bell, recounting the 
last time Cortezians convinced the DOT to keep the 
low bridge. “Every Saturday, the whole village practi-
cally got out there holding signs. We have to all get 
together and support each other. We have to write let-
ters and make noise.”

Miller said she believes the communities can band 
together to win an uphill fi ght. “It appears that deci-
sions are made, despite what the community residents 
voice, and that’s the distressing part,” Miller said. 
“This bridge just makes no sense no matter how you 
look at it.”

Founded in 1991, FISH supports a 95-acre pre-
serve and community programs. It will next meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, June 4, at Fishermen’s Hall, 4511 124th 
St. W.

Anna Maria delays changes to nuisance ordinance
 No changes will be made to Anna Maria’s nui-
sance ordinance. At least, not yet. 
 Two changes were proposed to an ordinance and 
scheduled for a fi nal hearing and vote May 10.
 One amendment would create a ban on ultralight 
aircraft and the other would add a ban on leaving 
large holes on the beach. The holes are often dug to 
build a sandcastle.
 However, at the commission meeting, Mayor 
Dan Murphy said the ordinance, as written, would 
not be enforced by the county. 
 If the city were to pass the ordinance, he said, 
it would be exclusively up to the city code enforce-
ment department, not Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce deputies stationed in Anna Maria, to patrol 
and monitor for violators. 

 Murphy said city attorney Becky Vose needs 
to negotiate with the county attorney and reach 
agreement before deputies could enforce the restric-
tions.
 Murphy said he also was informed by the county 
that deputies do not necessarily enforce all ordi-
nances under an agreement reached with a previous 
mayor. 
 An amended version of the ordinance may be 
presented when the city commission next meets at 
6 p.m. Thursday, May 24, at city hall, 10005 Gulf 
Drive.
 However, if the city and county cannot reach a 
deal before then, the ordinance could be dropped, 
Murphy said.
 — Bianca Benedí
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A look back at 1957: A time when new bridges were celebrated
By Jennifer Glenfi eld

Special to The Islander
 In 1957, during the Golden Age of Radio, Elvis 
Presley’s “All Shook Up” topped the Billboard charts 
and “American Bandstand” made its debut. 
 The same year, construction on the modern, con-
crete bridge from Cortez to Anna Maria Island was 
complete and everyone — from government offi cials 
to citizens — was ready to celebrate.
 On March 3, 1957, at 1:45 p.m. U.S. Sen. Spes-
sard L. Holland stood at the island tollbooth where the 
dedication ceremony was held. A ride on the bridge 
that day was free. It would cost drivers 10-25 cents 
to take the bridge for the next 13 years, recouping the 
cost of the bridge construction.
 After the ribbon was cut, elephants carrying 
women in bathing suits paraded across the bridge to 
an islandwide celebration, according to an archived 
transcript of a speech prepared by historian and Mana-
tee County librarian Pam Gibson. 
 At the west end of the bridge in Bradenton Beach, 
there was an all-out street fair. A carnival on Bridge 
Street included dancing, a live band and the Texas Jim 
Mitchell Circus. The festivities ran until midnight. 
 In Holmes Beach, a wax replica of the “Last 
Supper” stood at the Manatee County Beach pavilion, 
alongside a second carnival, where visitors could board 
small aircraft for a sightseeing tour. 
 Anna Maria joined in as well. The Water Ski Club 
put on a show there and, after sunset, fi reworks blasted 
into the night sky from the Anna Maria City Pier. 
 In the post World War II era, the now “functionally 
obsolete” drawbridge was heralded as a triumph of 
American progress. It met the needs of a burgeoning 
population, refl ected a booming economy and was a 
superior alternative to the dilapidated wooden structure 
that split Anna Maria Sound from Sarasota Bay and 

carried traffi c to and from the island since the 1920s. 
 Florida was experiencing a resurgence in tourism 
that sustains the economy today. The state had its fi rst 
tourism boom in the early 1920s, which went bust after 
a hurricane wiped out infrastructure and a series of bad 
land investments chased out many newcomers. 
 In the late 1800s, post-Civil War Manatee Coun-
ty’s population was 2,800 and included nearly 5,000 
square miles. The federal government ran programs 
encouraging settlers to develop the state and to control 
indigenous tribes who held their ground fi ercely. 
 In spite of the obstacles that made the tourism 
industry virtually nonexistent by 1929, the population 
had more than tripled statewide. Agriculture was the 
primary livelihood and in Manatee County, Cortez was 
recognized as the largest mullet fi shery in the state.
 During War World II, the area fed the soldiers. But 
by the late 1950s, most soldiers had returned home, the 
fi shing was good and people from all over the country 
were traveling to Florida to vacation. It also was a time 
for infrastructure projects — bridges in particular. 
 The year 1957 saw the Cortez Bridge and the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge open to serve the northern part of 
the island to the mainland via an extended Manatee 
Avenue. The DeSoto Bridge in Bradenton opened in 
1955 to meet north-south traffi c demands from the sin-
gle-span Sunshine Skyway Bridge. At almost the same 
time, a new bridge opened from Bradenton Beach to 
Longboat Key.
 Gibson said the island bridges were part of a 
fi ve-bridge program to build up Manatee County in 
the postwar era. Without the bridges, travelers would 
either continue straight to Miami or go to Sarasota.
 In correspondence between Billie Martini and the 
Florida Department of Transportation in 2013, the 
DOT wrote there were no specifi c records of the con-
struction timing, but it was able to determine construc-
tion of the Cortez Bridge took about 42-48 months.
 In the same letter, the DOT wrote there were no 
records of the cost to build the 1957 bridge that had its 
fi rst repair in 1988. And by the 1980s, there was a lot 
of discussion over DOT projects in western Manatee 
County. 
 In summer 1980, Cortez Road was widened to the 
four lanes travelers know today, and residents in the 

village had protested the project, standing roadside 
with poster boards. One sign read, “If the road was 
4-laned, you’d be moving too fast to read this.”
 And whether or not the project reduced traffi c con-
gestion, the county population was growing faster than 
its roadways. Between 1980 and 1990, the population 
increased more than 42 percent — topping 200,000 
residents, according to the state Offi ce of Economic 
and Demographic Research. The increase continued a 
historic and current trend that’s pushed Florida to the 
position of third most populous state in the country 
at nearly 21 million people, according to a 2017 U.S. 
Census Bureau estimate. 
 From 2000 to 2010, Manatee County grew another 
22 percent, 5 percent faster than the rest of the state, 
despite losing 191,000 jobs in the 2008 recession.
 In 1989, the DOT proposed a 65-foot-clearance, 
fi xed-span bridge to replace the Cortez Bridge. And 
the community was feeling the growing pains. 
 “They wanted to put four bridges in. The Depart-
ment of Transportation never really cared about the 
island,” said Katie Pierola, former Bradenton Beach 
mayor. “They mostly cared about the traffi c.”
 In the next few years, Cortezians and island resi-
dents — led by Pierola and a small group that became 
the core of Save Anna Maria — put up a fi ght. 
 And they won.
 They delayed the DOT’s plans to replace both 
mainland feeders, fi rst the Cortez Bridge, and, when 
DOT pivoted its efforts to the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge, they fought the bridge on environmental con-
cerns and again halted progress. 
 By 1993, SAM, the grass-roots group incorporated 
as a nonprofi t, backed mostly by island residents with 
the mission to fi ght the ambitious proposals. SAM 
mounted a legal battle and lobbied lawmakers in the 
state capitol. In Cortez, the Florida Institute for Salt-
water Heritage formed to preserve the fi shing village’s 
way of life.

Bridge battles
 In the next part of this series, The Islander will 
recount the legal battle waged against the state agency 
and the steps these grass-roots organizations took to 
preserve their communities.

A construction 
crew
uses cranes on 
barges to erect 
the deck beams 
on the concrete 
drawbridge that 
replaced the 
1921 wooden 
bridge that 
linked Cortez to 
Bradenton Beach 
on Anna Maria 
Island. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy 
Manatee County 
Public Library 
Historical Digi-
tal Collections

Workers fi nish construction of the tollbooth for the 
Cortez Bridge. Islander Photo: Courtesy Manatee 
County Public Library
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with your ad for as little as $12! 
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Bradenton Beach CRA OKs AMOB pier sign
Plans for a sign 
for the Anna 
Maria Oyster 
Bar at the 
Historic Bridge 
Street Pier are 
being reviewed 
by restaurant 
owner John 
Horne and the 
BB CRA. 

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 A Bridge Street restaurant with a controversial sign 
is closer to a resolution.
 The Bradenton Beach Community Redevelopment 
Agency May 2 approved plans to fund a new sign to 
promote the Anna Maria Oyster Bar on the Historic 
Bridge Street Pier.
 The CRA consists of the city commission and two 
business members, restaurateurs John Horne, AMOB 
owner, and Ed Chiles, owner of the Beach House Res-
taurant.
 Horne recused himself from the vote.
 The AMOB sign — permitted in late 2017 and 

installed in early 2018 — was 
reviewed in April by the city pier 
team following complaints regarding 
the sign’s height, placement, lighting 
and aesthetics.
 The restaurant leases the pier 
space from the city and the sign is on 
city property.

 The sign stands 16-feet 6-inches tall and is backlit 
by LEDs. The conditional-use permit allowed for a 
13-foot-tall sign and did not address lighting.
 In April, Horne said the company he contracted 
would lower the sign since the height error was its 
mistake. He also said the sign would be painted to look 
like distressed wood.
 After further discussion, the city commission voted 
to notice Horne to move the sign to a less prominent 
location.
 Later, the city rescinded the directive to notice 
Horne and said instead it would wait until he was avail-
able to take part in the discussion.
 At the CRA meeting May 2, city attorney Ricinda 
Perry said she spoke with Fidencia Pla, the resident 
who initially complained about the sign and circulated 
a petition pushing for changes, as well as Horne. 
 Perry said she thought a compromise was struck 

for a new sign made of distressed wood, with a goose-
neck light fi xture, situated 3 feet lower in the same 
location as the current sign. She said the sign would 
cost $3,650 and asked members for CRA approval for 
a sign mock-up.
 Chiles asked, “Do you have to like the look of 
some business’ sign?”
 Perry said AMOB was granted conditional approval 
for the sign because it is on city property, but the height 
was determined to be noncompliant. She said people 
came forward with complaints that the sign’s aesthetic 
did not match the look of the historic district. 
 Additionally, since the CRA is working on signage 
consistency, the CRA previously approved funding the 
changes.
 Horne said he is OK with a mock-up and would 
work with the city on changes.
 Cole said as long as the sign is lowered, he didn’t 
think the sign needed more changes.
 Chappie said the sign is in the city right of way 
and should match the look of the district. He said more 
consideration should have been given to the look of 
the sign when it was approved. 
 “In my opinion it was a mistake on our part,” 
Chappie said.
 A vote to fund a new, lower AMOB wooden sign 
with gooseneck lighting in the same location, passed 
4-2, with Cole and Chiles voting “nay.”

Mayor hand-delivers AMI 
$920K concession request 

Holmes Beach Mayor Bob Johnson was taking 
no chances with the mail.

Johnson, at the May 8 meet-
ing of the Holmes Beach Com-
mission, said he hand-delivered 
a letter of support signed by all 
three island mayors and a writ-
ten request for $923,520 from 
a $1.144 million surplus in the 
Manatee County beach conces-

sion fund.
The Manatee County Board of Commissioners 

can approve or deny all or parts of the line-item 
request.

Johnson said it wouldn’t take county commis-
sioners long to decide what to do, possibly as soon 
as the next meeting, which is May 22. 

“I believe we will get a quick turnaround 
sometime in May,” Johnson said.

The surplus fund is the result of the county’s 
beach concessionaire lease payments, plus a per-
centage of revenue, when it exceeds the base 
amount.

Surplus concession revenues only can be used 
to fund projects serving Anna Maria Island resi-
dents and must be approved by the three cities and 
submitted to the county.

Island city requests: Anna Maria, $333,000; 
Bradenton Beach, $298,230; and Holmes Beach, 
$292,290. And the cities are requesting $100,000 
for infrastructure needs at the Center of Anna 
Maria Island, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.

Holmes Beach Commission Chair Judy Tits-
worth urged lobbying for the funding. 

“So, we need to write or call our commission-
ers,” Titsworth said.

— Terry O’Connor

Johnson

Horne



6 n May 16, 2018 n THE ISLaNDER

OpinionOur

MAY 16, 2018 • Vol. 26, No. 29MAY 16, 2018MAY 16, 2018 • Vol. 26, No. 29 • Vol. 26, No. 29

Single copies free. Quantities of fi ve or more: 25 cents each.
©1992-2018 • Editorial, sales and production offi ces:

3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217
WEBSITE: www.islander.org

PHONE 941-778-7978 toll-free fax 1-866-362-9821

Single copies free. Quantities of fi ve or more: 25 cents each.Single copies free. Quantities of fi ve or more: 25 cents each.
©1992-2018 • Editorial, sales and production offi ces:©1992-2018 • Editorial, sales and production offi ces:

 ▼ Publisher and Editor
  Bonner Joy, news@islander.org
 ▼ Editorial
  Lisa Neff, copy editor
  Sandy Ambrogi, sandy@islander.org
  Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org
  Joe Bird, editorial cartoonist
  Kevin Cassidy, kevin@islander.org 
  Jack Elka, jack@jackelka.com
  ChrisAnn Silver Esformes, chrisann@islander.org
  Terry O’Connor, terryo@islander.org
  Kathy Prucnell, kathyp@islander.org
  Ed Scott, edscott@islander.org
 ▼ Contributors
  Jesse Brisson
  Jennifer Glenfi eld
  Karen Riley-Love
  Capt. Danny Stasny, fi sh@islander.org
 ▼ Advertising Director
  Toni Lyon, toni@islander.org
 ▼ Offi ce Staff
  Lisa Williams, manager
  Emily Long
  accounting@islander.org 
  classifi eds@islander.org
  subscriptions@islander.org 
 ▼ Distribution
  Urbane Bouchet
  Judy Loden Wasco
  Ross Roberts 
  (All others: news@islander.org)

OpinionYour

Have your say
 The Islander accepts original letters of up 
to 250 words and reserves the right to edit for 
grammar and length. Letters must include name, 
address and a contact phone number (for verifi -
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What’s best for DOT
is not best for us

 Once again our friends at the Florida Department 
of Transportation have decided what is best for our 
community and its future development and orienta-
tion.
 This is a pattern the DOT regularly follows state-
wide.
 Unfortunately, in the case of the village of Cortez 
and Bradenton Beach, construction of a new high 
bridge will have a direct and personal impact on our 
current living environment. The human scale in rela-
tion to our surroundings will be signifi cantly altered, 
especially for small businesses along Cortez Road in 
Cortez.
 Special attention must be given to the egress of 
vehicles off the bridge as they merge onto Gulf Drive, 
turning north or south.
 Westbound traffi c tends to back up on the bridge at 
the traffi c light on Gulf Drive under normal conditions 
during peak beach hours. What recommendation is the 
DOT offering to resolve this issue once a higher bridge 
is built and traffi c increases?
 Another point of concern is the environment that 
will be altered on both sides of the bridge. How are 
the residences and businesses going to be accessed 
without disturbing the existing residential areas? A 
primary goal that must be adopted by the DOT is not 
simply to move traffi c but to create an atmosphere 
that is minimally disruptive to the surrounding area, 
clearly a major challenge for the proposed bridge. A 
key element to any new structure should be to foster 
conditions that will lead to a satisfying living and 
work environment for the surrounding residents. 
Regrettably, the proposed bridge does not appear to 
do so.
 I suggest that all of us who live in the area and are 

opposed to the proposed structure reach out to politi-
cians to make them aware of our concerns and to seek 
the best solution that will afford minimal impact on the 
village of Cortez, Bradenton Beach and surrounding 
communities.
 Hernando A. Carrillo, Bradenton Beach

Glad they’re there
 In view of The Islander’s “We’re Glad You’re 
Here” campaign, I wanted to share my recent troubles 
with a broken-down car in the parking lot of the Publix 
Super Market in Holmes Beach.
 A father and son, enlisting the help of others, 
worked in the day’s heat on the vehicle to no avail. 
The son then proceeded into the store to contact AAA 
for assistance and left me in the capable hands of the 
store manager and his caring staff.
 Most of them were strangers to me but they showed 
me kindness and respect.
 You are all my heroes.
 Patty Green, Holmes Beach

Wild times
 Call out the cavalry. The wild turkey is missing.
 Not the kind on two legs, but the one in a bottle.
 It seems one of my 102-year-old uncle’s birthday 
presents, a bottle of Wild Turkey in a shiny, metallic 
red bag, had gone missing. 
 We were sitting in the den when he left to walk 
around the house. I watched as he headed toward the 
garage, but cousin Janie was on her way to the kitchen 
through the door and she headed him off.
 “No, Daddy. It’s not missing.” She turned and 
opened the fridge, lifted the bottle to “show” my Uncle 
Harry, and he nodded. “Um hmmm.” 
 We couldn’t be sure if he was convinced, but he 
went back to his favorite chair. Earlier, before dinner, 
just like nearly every other night, he had his nightly 
shot of Wild Turkey over ice. 
 This birthday, I was greeted on my arrival by bal-
loons in the front yard — big ones — gold metallic 
numbers, 1-0-2. A big round “Happy Birthday” helium 
balloon was attached to the front porch railing. The 
helium display and my arrival signaled the start of 
Harry T. Sharp’s birthday celebration. 
 Neighbors — possibly tipped off by the shiny 
1-0-2 — stopped by with cards and desserts, including 
a delicious banana-wafer pudding. They know from 
years of friendship that Harry has a sweet tooth.
  After all, Harry’s lived in the same house in the 
same Portsmouth, Virginia, neighborhood for 77 years 
and it’s the same inside and out as I recall from child-
hood. And I spent plenty of time there.
 I sent boxes of red grapefruit in advance of my 
arrival — he eats a half every morning. Every morning. 
He also likes a either pastry or cereal and one cup of 
coffee. And he takes only daily vitamins. No meds.
 He’s quite remarkable. And, no puns intended, he’s 
still plenty witty and sharp. He’s also adorable.
 I hope he won’t mind me telling you, we had more 
than a few laughs over the balloons. Mind you, he had 
an eye appointment the day after I arrived and the eye 
drops may have prompted him to see balloon refl ec-
tions everywhere. We spent a lot of time on the porch, 
where we looked out on the shiny, gold 1-0-2.
 He hoped the police would come take them.
 But Janie and I were out of the house for the best 
episode, when he sent the caretaker running outside 
for the water hose to put out the fi re in the bushes. 
 I explained mylar, and brought one inside for him 
to touch and feel. He wasn’t convinced. He was even 
a little nervous. Bye, bye, 1-0-2.
 I anxiously await 1-0-3. — Bonner Joy
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We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. We also offer 
online e-edition subscriptions — a page-by-page view of the weekly news for 
only $36 per year, but you must sign up online. It’s the best way to stay in touch 
with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. 
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even real estate transactions … 
everything you need if your “heart is on Anna Maria Island.” 
 If you don’t live here year-round, use this form to subscribe by (snail) mail 
for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend mail subscriptions — you 
get The Islander free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery) 
 ❑ 1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

MAIL TO: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _________________

Credit card: ❏ d ❏ u No.  ___________________________________________

Name shown on card: _____________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: ______________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: _____________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND — SINCE 1992
3218 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

10&20 years ago

We’re campaigning for a friendlier, kinder, gentler 
attitude toward guests, visitors, vacationers and all 
who come to love Anna Maria Island. “We’re Glad 
You’re Here” originated in the 1980s with a restau-
rant trade group and we decided it suits the situation 
that has developed since some island offi cials began 
seeking limits on vacation rentals. We believe Anna 
Maria Island needs a new attitude — one that makes 
everyone feel welcome even as we try to fi nd ways to 
limit congestion and retain our old Florida origins 
and mom-and-pop businesses. — The Islander

You can peruse 
The Islander 
newspaper 
archive, dating 
back to its launch 
in November 
1992, at ufdc.ufl .
edu. Visit www.islander.org for the best news on AMI.

In the headlines: May 13, 1998
 • A study on the merits of paid parking at 
Coquina and Cortez beaches was requested by 
Bradenton Beach commissioners, who wanted 
Manatee County offi cials to investigate.
 • Holmes Beach commissioners agreed to a 
request from Islander publisher Bonner Joy to 
name the baseball fi eld near city hall for Major 
League Baseball player and islander Birdie Teb-
betts.

In the headlines: May 14, 2008
 • A subcommittee of the Bradenton Beach Sce-
nicWAVES committee proposed reserving parking 
spaces on Bridge Street for public use and also 
recommended parking meters to boost turnover.
 • Bradenton Beach commissioners signed off 
on a sweeping effort to develop a recreational boat-
ing plan that was to involve establishing a managed 
mooring fi eld south of the Historic Bridge Street 
Pier.
 • Anna Maria businessmen and residents won 
support from the city planning and zoning board 
for their site plan to redevelop 315 Pine Ave. and 
317 Pine Ave. as mixed-use properties — with 
commercial space on the ground level and residen-
tial space on the second level of the buildings.

 

YOUR COMPLETE CASUAL FURNITURE STORE

VISIT OUR 8,000+ SF SHOWROOM
6807 14TH ST. W., BRADENTON (across from Alex Karras Lincoln)

We offer Rattan and Wicker tropical-style indoor and 
outdoor furniture, for island and coastal looks.

$100-$500

The conquerors 
and the
conquered
Hernando DeSoto and 
his crew from the Con-
quistadors “hang” one 
of the Anna Maria Island 
Privateers after the 
annual capture of the 
island in March 1971. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy 
Manatee County Public 
Library digital collection
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
 • May 24, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 28, 10 a.m., Memorial Day Symphony 
Salute, City Pier Park, Pine Avenue at North Bay 
Boulevard.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • May 17, noon, commission.
 • May 22, 1 p.m., commission.
 • May 23, 1 p.m., planning and zoning.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • May 22, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 23, 10 a.m., public works forum.

 • May 24, 6 p.m., commission. CANCELED
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, holmesbeachfl.org.

Manatee County
 • May 22, 9 a.m., county commission.
 • May 24, 9 a.m., county commission (land 
use).
 • May 29, 1:30 a.m., budget presentation.
 • May 31, 9 a.m., budget session.
 Administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. W., 
Bradenton, 941-748-4501, mymanatee.org.

Of interest
 • May 28 is Memorial Day, when most govern-
ment offices will be closed. The Islander office also 
will be closed.

 Send notices to calendar@islander.org and 
news@islander.org.

Bradenton Beach P&Z board approves plan for historic district

City planner Alan Garrett and city attorney Ricinda 
Perry participate April 25 in a Bradenton Beach 
Planning and Zoning board meeting at city hall.

By Chris Ann Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 The amended plan for Bradenton Beach’s historic 
district was ratified by the mostly new planning and 
zoning board.
 Members of the P&Z board met April 25 to 
review the community redevelopment agency plan — 
amended and approved in 2017 — for consistency with 
the city’s comprehensive plan.
 The motion to approve the plan passed 3-1. Mem-
bers Andy Mincieli and Bill Morrow were absent with 
excuse.
 The plan was approved by the P&Z board last year, 
but four of the six members resigned in August 2017, 
after the city voted to join a lawsuit against them initi-
ated by ex-Mayor Jack Clarke for allegedly violating 
Florida’s Government-in-the-Sunshine Law.
 The former members discussed a charter prohibi-
tion of parking garages at a meeting outside of city 
hall, but disputed a garage plan would come before 
the P&Z for consideration.
 “The previous P&Z board did approve the (CRA) 
plan,” city attorney Ricinda Perry said. “Unfortunately 
that decision has been called into question,” due to the 
litigation.
 Perry recommended the new board ratify the 
amended CRA plan to protect the city.
 The revised CRA plan outlines the history of the 
district, progress made since the CRA was established 
in 1992 and goals for the future, including a 30-year 
extension of the CRA.
 The city’s comprehensive plan dictates public 
policy in terms of transportation, utilities, land use, 

recreation and housing.
 City planner Alan Garrett presented the board with 
his April 12, 2017, memo on the CRA plan, which 
includes a multilevel parking garage. However, accord-
ing to the comp plan, a parking garage is not allowed in 
retail/office/residential zone or Bridge Street’s mixed-
commercial zone.
 The city commission agreed April 25 to take steps 
to prohibit a parking garage anywhere in the city and 
to direct the P&Z board to review the LDC and comp 
plan to make recommendations.
 P&Z vice chair John Burns revived a concern 
brought up during the 2017 P&Z board review of the 
CRA plan.
 One section of the plan states the city “shall” 
update its land development code and comp plan “as 

appropriate to support redevelopment consistent with 
the CRA plan.”
 “This says the comp plan follows the CRA plan.” 
Burns said. “As opposed to the CRA plan operates 
within the confines of the charter, comp plan and 
LDC.”
 Garrett said he does not read that as a mandate to 
change the presiding documents to support the CRA 
plan, rather, the statement is a reminder as develop-
ment occurs to check the comp plan and LDC, “to be 
more encouraging of that type of development.”
 Burns also said he did not see enough evidence 
proving the CRA district is “blighted” and requested 
blight studies from Perry, who responded he must 
make his records request to the city clerk.
 She said blight is not in the comp plan and, since 
the P&Z’s task was to compare the CRA plan to the 
comp plan for consistency, blight is not the board’s 
concern.
 “You have to make a decision based on what is in 
front of you and in our comp plan,” Perry said.
 Burns motioned to continue the matter to the next 
meeting, in order to review more information regard-
ing blight in the district.
 The motion failed 1-3, with Burns voting “yea” 
and members Fred Bartizal, Ken McDonough and 
chair Jim Lynch voting “nay.”
 McDonough motioned to approve the 2017 
amended CRA plan with ratification by the 2018 
P&Z board. The motion passed 3-1, with Burns voting 
“nay.”
 The next P&Z meeting will be at 1 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 16, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

Bradenton Beach ‘pulls trigger’ on historic district plans

The Bradenton Beach 
Community Redevelop-
ment Agency plans to 
enhance the safety and 
aesthetics of the round-
about and surrounding 
landscaping at Bridge 
Street and Gulf Drive. 
Islander File Photo:  
ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 It’s time to break down the plan and “pull the trig-
ger.”
 The Bradenton Beach Community Redevelopment 
Agency May 2 reviewed a 15-year budget planning 
work sheet and determined which projects to begin 
this year and in 2018-19. 
 With guidance from city engineer Lynn Burnett, 
the CRA has developed an updated master plan to 
hardscape — incorporate architectural features — and 
landscape in the CRA district, which is bounded by the 
north side of Cortez Road, Sarasota Bay, Fifth Street 
South and the Gulf of Mexico.
 The CRA consists of the city commission and two 
business members, restaurateurs John Horne, AMOB 
owner, and Ed Chiles, owner of the Beach House.
 The CRA, along with Burnett and city attorney 
Ricinda Perry, reviewed the list and determined which 
items to address.
 “This spreadsheet is a tool to help us figure out 
what we want to plan for and what we want to go ahead 
and pull the trigger on,” Perry said.
 A motion to move forward with short-term proj-
ects — updated benches, garbage receptacles, retrofit-
ted planter boxes with new landscaping, solar beacon 
lights, pavers and bike-path and gateway signage — 
passed unanimously.
 Other items on the list, including a new well for 
irrigating the landscaping and 22 hanging baskets 
along Bridge Street, remain under consideration.
 The estimated cost for short-term projects totals 
$470,052.
 Commissioner Jake Spooner suggested the CRA 
implement the short-term projects that “can be done 
now” to enhance the look of the district, while consid-
ering longer-term options, including the well.
 Mayor John Chappie said he is concerned the 
hanging baskets could become a “maintenance night-
mare” and reminded the board that CRA funds cannot 
be used for maintenance, so the cost would fall to the 
city.
 Members agreed to postpone discussion of the well 
and hanging baskets to a future meeting.
 Additionally, CRA members discussed implement-
ing plans to enhance the Historic Bridge Street Pier.
 The first phase is the replacement of the floating 
dock for loading and unloading passengers adjacent to 
the pier, expected to be in place by the end of June.

 The next phase — approved, but not funded — 
would include slips, or finger-docks, attached to the 
floating dock. 
 The final phase would be seagrass mitigation for 
additional finger docks between the floating dock and 
a city-owned dock on the south side of the pier.
 Chiles suggested placing clams from the Gulf 
Shellfish Institute — of which he is treasurer — into 
the anchorage by the pier. 
 “We could put a half-million clams in there cheap,” 

Chiles said. It could amount to an attraction for people. 
“It’s another hook and it’s great for the water, great for 
the environment.”
 Commissioner Ralph Cole, also CRA chair, said 
this supports his idea to create a “living shoreline” in 
the anchorage adjacent to the pier.
 A motion for Chiles to work with the GSI to 
develop a proposal for a living shoreline for the CRA 
to consider, including a cost and time frame, passed 
unanimously.



THE ISLaNDER n May 16, 2018 n 9

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a GENERAL ELECTION will be held in the City of 
Holmes Beach on Tuesday, November 6, 2018 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Voter 
registration books for the General Election will close on Monday, October 9, 2018.

This election is being held for the purpose of electing: One (1) Mayor, Two (2) City 
Commission members, each for two-year terms of o�ce, and �ve (5) Charter Review 
Commissioners. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that candidates for Holmes Beach must be a citizen of the 
United States, a registered voter of Manatee County, and a resident of the City of 
Holmes Beach for a period of two (2) years prior to qualifying for o�ce. To qualify, a 
candidate must pay the Election Assessment Fee of $240 for Mayor, or $60 for City 
Commissioner, or �le an "Undue Burden" oath. There is no charge to run for the 
�ve-member Charter Review Commission. All candidates must collect �fteen (15) 
petition signatures of voters residing in the City, and must �le a Candidate's 
Residency A�davit. 

The candidate qualifying period will be from 12:00 noon on Monday, June 18, 
2018, to 12:00 noon on Friday, June, 22, 2018. Candidate qualifying informa-
tion may be obtained at the City Hall, City Clerk's O�ce, 5801 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, Florida. All candidates must comply with the 
Florida Public Disclosure law at the time of �ling. 

The 2018 polling location will be held at Pct. 303 - Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive; and Pct. 305 - St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, Holmes Beach, Florida.

CITY OF HOLMES BEACH 
Stacey Johnston, MMC, City Clerk 
941-708-5800, ext. 226 

Holmes Beach election qualifying period set June 18-22
Holmes Beach election at a glance

Three expiring terms: Mayor. Bob Johnson 
has announced he will not seek re-election. Com-
mission seats held by Pat Morton and Judy Tits-
worth.

Candidate qualifying period: Noon Monday, 
June 18, to noon Friday, June 22.

Scuttlebutt: Titsworth has stated she is con-
sidering a run for mayor. Kim Rash and Joshua 
Linney have said they may run for the commis-
sion. 

Election Day: Tuesday, Nov. 6.
Registered voters: 2,791, as of May 10.
Qualifying offi cer: City clerk Stacey John-

ston.

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

Holmes Beach voters will elect a new mayor in the 
general election set for Nov. 6. And two commission 
seats also will be on the ballot.

The new Holmes Beach mayor and commissioners 
could preside over a historic moment.

Five charter review commissioners also will be 
elected for the city’s required fi ve-year review, which 
could pave the way for hiring a city manager.

The Holmes Beach ad hoc committee formed by 
the mayor to study the city’s form of government has 
recommended changing city government to add a city 
manager to oversee the administration.

The committee, which adopted the recommenda-
tion at its April 16 meeting, is expected to formally 
present it to the commission in June.

The charter, required of all state municipalities by 

the Florida Constitution, is a statement of governmen-
tal duties and citizen powers.

Some people call it the city bible.
The last city charter commission, convened in 

2014, considered replacing the may-
or’s position with a professional city 
manager, according to Mayor Bob 
Johnson, who sat on the committee 
with David Cheshire, Pam Leckie, 
David Lester and James Plath.

Ultimately, the charter commis-
sion decided it did not have time to 

properly make the recommendation. 
“Now is the time to seriously examine our struc-

ture of government and determine what changes we 
need to take to ensure progress and continuity as we 
move through the immediate future,” Johnson said.

Commission Chair Judy Titsworth initially 
opposed forming the government review committee, 

but eventually relented.
Johnson is not running for re-election after com-

pleting consecutive two-year terms. The annual salary 
for the mayor is $24,000.

Titsworth and Commissioner Pat Morton are up for 
re-election. Commissioners are paid $6,000 a year.

Candidates must be U.S. citizens, registered voters 
in Manatee County and residents of Holmes Beach for 
two years prior to qualifying.

The candidate election assessment fee is $240 for 
mayor, $60 for commissioner and free for volunteer 
charter commissioners. 

Candidates may fi le an oath of undue burden to 
avoid paying a fee.

All candidates must collect 15 petition signatures 
from voters living in the city and fi le a candidate resi-
dency affi davit.

Before opening a campaign bank account, or 
accepting or spending funds, candidates also must 
appoint a campaign treasurer and establish a campaign 
depository.

Candidate qualifying opens at noon Monday, June 
18, and closes at noon Friday, June 22.

Titsworth

2 seats up in Bradenton Beach election
 Bradenton Beach voters will elect two commis-
sioners in the November election.
 Vice Mayor Marilyn Maro will come to the end of 
her two-year term and Commissioner Ralph Cole will 
close out a one-year term. 
 Cole’s seat opened when Vice Mayor John Chap-
pie resigned from the commission to run for mayor in 
November 2017. In that election, the voters approved 
a charter amendment replacing the city’s ward system 
with an at-large election — which meant Cole, who 
lost his Ward 3 seat to Commissioner Randy White in 
the election, was eligible to take the appointed seat for 
the one-year remainder of Chappie’s term. 
 Bradenton Beach is the only city on Anna Maria 
Island with term limits, restricting commissioners and 
the mayor to three consecutive two-year terms.
 Both incumbents are eligible for re-election, but 

only Cole has said he intends to run.
 Candidates must be registered voters who have 
lived in Bradenton Beach for a minimum 12 months 
as of the qualifying date.
 The qualifying period starts at noon Monday, June 
18, and ends at noon Friday, June 22. The qualifying 
fee for commission candidates is $48 and must be paid 
from a campaign bank account. 
 Candidates must submit qualifying paperwork and 
fees to the Manatee County Supervisor of Elections 
Offi ce, 600 301 Blvd. W., Bradenton.
 The fi nal day to register to vote is Oct. 9. The elec-
tion will be Nov. 6.
 Of 744 registered voters in Bradenton Beach, 387 
people voted in the November 2017 municipal elec-
tion.
 — ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Diving for dinner
A pair of brown pelicans dive into the water of Palma Sola Bay April 24, hoping 
for dinner. Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

Mayor, 2 commission seats up in Anna Maria
 Voters in Anna Maria will elect a 
mayor and two city commissioners this 
year.
 The nonpartisan election will be 
Tuesday, Nov. 6.
 The mayoral post is a two-year term. 
The incumbent is Dan Murphy.
 The commission seats also are two-
year terms. The incumbents are Brian 
Seymour and Amy Tripp.
 Qualifying for the municipal election 
will be noon Monday, June 11, through 
noon Friday, June 22, at the Manatee 
County Supervisor of Elections Offi ce, 
600 301 Blvd., Bradenton.
 To qualify to seek elected office 
in Anna Maria, people must be U.S. 
citizens, registered to vote in Manatee 
County and residents of Anna Maria for 
at least two years prior to the qualifying 

date.
 Candidates must fi le a form appoint-
ing a campaign treasurer and a statement 
of candidacy before opening a bank 
account or accepting or spending politi-
cal money.
 To qualify, candidates also must fi le 
a candidate oath, residency affi davit, a 
statement of financial interests and a 
petition containing the signatures of 10 
city voters. They also must pay an elec-
tion assessment fee — $196 to run for 
mayor and $48 to run for commission 
— or fi le an “undue burden” oath.
 The mayoral salary is $19,600 a 
year. The commissioner salary is $4,800 
a year.
 For more information about elec-
tions, go online to the supervisor of 
elections at votemanatee.org.

Election 11-06-18
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3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 941.778.0400

313 Pine Ave, Anna Maria, 941.778.0500

.

full service salon and spa off ering…
Hair ~ Nails ~ Massage ~ Facials
 Acupuncture ~ Body Treatments  
 ~ Bikini and Brazilian Waxing ~ 

AMI Chamber of Commerce
2017 Best Business of the Year 

NOTE: The Islander office 
is now at 3218 E. Bay Drive 

next to Paradise Cafe. 

GET YOURS @ The Islander, 
3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

Take some AMI home!
We have Islander “old navy” 

coffee mugs! Shopping totes! 
T-shirts! And $2 AMI stickers!

941-778-2711

WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHY

“Anna Maria Island,” a 
pictorial history book of 
the island by Bonner Joy, 
is available for $20 at The 
Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Joy 
is publisher of The Islander 
newspaper. She launched 
the newspaper in 1992, 
and is a 43-year islander.

Island Shopping 
Center
5400 Marina Drive 
at the Holmes Beach 
laundromat.
941-705-4603
yptapparel.com

WE DO WASH & FOLD! 
Plus dry clean and drop-off laundry
service for family and commercial.

Free pickup for the elderly. 
EMBROIDERY! GIFT SHOP! 

Monogram your luggage 
and never lose it again!

The Islander Calendar
ARTS &

ENTERTAINMENT
ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Throughout May, Dieter Lau is the featured artist, Island Gal-
lery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6648.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • “Sea Debris: Awareness Through Art” exhibit, Mote Marine 
Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, City Island, Sarasota. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-388-4441.
 • Second Wednesdays, Think + Drink (science), South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • First Fridays, 6-9 p.m. ArtWalk in the Village of the Arts, around 
12th Street West and 12th Avenue West, Bradenton. Also, Saturdays 
after the fi rst Fridays. Information: villageofthearts@gmail.com.

KIDS & FAMILY
ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Friday, May 18
 10 a.m. — Forty Carrots Partners in Play, Island Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Tuesday, May 22
 10 a.m. — Preschool Storytime, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Wednesday, May 23
 6:30-8:30 p.m. — Center of Anna Maria Island end-of-school 
celebration, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
1908.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • First Saturdays, Family Night at the Museum, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • Fourth Wednesdays, “Stelliferous Live” star talk, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.

LOOKING AHEAD ON AMI

 May 30, CrossPointe Fellowship end-of-school party, Anna 
Maria. June 2, Anna Maria Island Privateers’ Snooks Adams Kids 
Day, Anna Maria.

CLUBS & 
COMMUNITY

ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, May 16
 All day — Customer Appreciation Day sponsored by the Friends 
of the Island Library, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Thursday, May 17
 10:15 a.m. — Friends of the Island Library Book Club, Island 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 2 p.m. — Knit and crochet activities, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Saturday, May 19
 11 a.m. — Meditation session, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Sunday, May 20
 7 p.m. — All Island Denominations ecumenical service cel-
ebrating Pentecost, Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-6483.
Wednesday, May 23
 Noon — Adult coloring club, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Second and fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m. Just Older Youth/
JOY Brown Bag Lunch Series, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., veterans services assistance, Island 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 • Third Thursdays, 11:45 a.m., Successful Women Aligning 
Together meets, Bridge Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee applies. Information: 941-345-5135.
 • Fridays, Senior Adventures usually meets to carpool on an 
adventure or for an activity, Annie Silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-538-0945.

 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
breakfast meeting, Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe, Manatee Public 
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
1383.
 • Tuesdays, noon, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, Bridge 
Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-
518-1965.

LOOKING AHEAD ON AMI

 May 28, Memorial Day salute, Anna Maria.
GAMES, SPORTS

& OUTDOORS
ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m., horseshoes pitched, 
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • Fridays, 1 p.m. May 18 and May 25, mahjong games, Island 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341. 
 • Mondays, noon, bridge, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Most Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m., mahjong games and instruction 
for beginners, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6341. 

OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Friday, May 18
 11:30 a.m. — Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 19th 
annual golf tournament, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 941-778-
1541.

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • First and third Wednesdays usually, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church Golfi ng for God, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. Info: 941-778-0414.
 • Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m., ACBL open 
pairs duplicate bridge, The Paradise Center, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key. Fee applies. Information: 941-216-9600.
 • Through Aug. 26, the Bradenton Marauders play home games 
at LECOM Park, 1611 Ninth St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Informa-
tion: 941-747-9442.

LOOKING AHEAD OFF AMI

 May 18, Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 19th annual 
Golf Tournament, Bradenton.

GOOD TO KNOW
SAVE THE DATES

 • Monday, May 28, Memorial Day.
 • Tuesday, May 29, last day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
 • Thursday, June 14, Flag Day.
 • Sunday, June 17, Father’s Day.
 • Wednesday, July 4, Independence Day.
 • Monday, Aug. 13, fi rst day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
 • Monday, Sept. 3, Labor Day.
 • Wednesday, Oct. 31, Halloween.
 • Sunday, Nov. 4, daylight saving time ends.
 • Tuesday, Nov. 6, Election Day.
  GOOD DEEDS

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Looking for volunteer opportunities on or around Anna Maria 
Island? These organizations are seeking help:
 • The Roser Food Bank needs donations of cash and nonper-
ishable food. The pantry is administered by Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0414.
 • Moonracer Animal Rescue seeks volunteers to offer foster and 
forever homes for rescued animals. Information: 941-345-2441.

Seeking volunteers for an organization or an event? Email 
calendar@islander.org with the details. Please include a contact 
name and phone number.
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33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!
Ladies and Gents -- 2-year 

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tue-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2 • ATM & CCs •  941-798-9585

Signature 
ISLANDER gifts
NEW! Mugs, $10 each. 
All-cotton AMI tote bags, 
$5. Plus white and tie-dye 
“More-Than-a-Mullet-
Wrapper” T-shirts, $10-$15, 
and AMI stickers, $2. Come 
shop at 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach, sandwiched 
between Walgreens and the 
bagel cafe!

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
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Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        
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5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Island happenings

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com

un

The stunning wildlife
photography of Kathy
Storm is on display at
the gallery and online.
This remarkable photo 
she calls “Flamingo 
Repose.” Repose.”  The passion 
Kathy has for nature all 
around us is obvious 
in her amazing photos.

 

Photographer
 Kathy Storm

Displaying in May
Ryler Ober, a student in Claire Hickman’s art class 
at Bayshore High School, displays “Deity of the 
Deep,” a pen-and-ink drawing on exhibit at the 
Artists’ Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Ober is AGAMI’s featured student artist in 
May. She plans to attend Indiana University on a 
swimming scholarship. Islander Courtesy Photo

Art league hosts
‘Women’s Wellness Series’

 The Anna Maria Island Art League will host a 
“Women’s Wellness Series” Friday-Sunday, May 
18-20.
 An announcement said attendees will “enjoy 
enlightening, educational, artistic and inspira-
tional programs.”
 AMIAL will offer 15 classes during the week-
end and the base price to attend will be $55.
 Presenters will include Cindy Phillips, Laurel 
Rund, Lori Heintz and Sheryl Spikes.
 Registration is required at 941-778-2099.
 The art league is at 5312 Holmes Blvd., 
Holmes Beach.

Snooks Adams Kids Day set for June 2

Kiwanis to meet May 19
 The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island will gather 
Saturday, May 19, for a program and breakfast.
 The program — featuring remarks by Valerie 
Vance of Easterseals Southwest Florida — will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe at 
the Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 Club members and guests will gather for breakfast 
at 8 a.m.
 For more information, call Sandy Haas-Martens 
at 941-778-1383.

 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will host Snooks 
Adams Kids Day Saturday, June 2, in Anna Maria.
 The party will take place 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Bay-
front Park on North Bay Boulevard in Anna Maria.
 The event is an island tradition celebrating the end 
of the school year and the arrival of summer vacation 
with games, face painting, a treasure hunt, prizes, tales 

of adventures on the high seas and a youth pirate cos-
tume contest.
 The pirates will be serving pizza and hot dogs for 
lunch — available for free to children and at a nominal 
cost to adults.
 For more about Snooks Adams Kids Day, contact 
Privateer Terry “Cookie” Rapert at 941-705-0199.

Listen 
up
Children 
listen to 
a pirate’s 
tale at 
a past 
Snooks 
Adams 
Kids 
Day, an 
island 
tradition 
pre-
sented by 
the Anna 
Maria 
Island 
Priva-
teers. 
Islander 
File 
Photo



12 n May 16, 2018 n THE ISLaNDER

Massage Therapy | Acupuncture | Yoga
2219 Gulf Drive N | Bradenton Beach 

941.778.8400 | www.alunawellness.com 

Holistic wellness 
center and spa 

Now off ering yoga and meditation in the 
ambiance of a healing Himalayan salt wall.

MASSAGE BY NADIA
Call 941.518.8301

Massaging on AMI for 
more than 17 years.

Your place, your convenience.

M
A#
00
17
55
0

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Passport to Cortez
Merchants in the village of Cortez are partnering 
with the Florida Maritime Museum to raise money 
for the nonprofi t with the Cortez Passport. The 
offi cial launch of the program — which encour-
ages people to patronize local business and support 
the museum — is set to take place at the museum, 
4415 119th St. W., Cortez, at 6 p.m. Thursday, June 
7, during the Coastal Community Celebration. For 
more information, call FMM at 941-708-6120. 
Islander Courtesy Photo

CrossPointe celebrates
end of school year

 CrossPointe Fellowship will celebrate the end 
of the 2017-18 school year with a party during its 
last Wednesday Night Blast before summer vaca-
tion.
 The party will be 6:30 p.m. until sunset 
Wednesday, May 30, at Bayfront Park on North 
Bay Boulevard in Anna Maria.
 The church will serve hot dogs and chips — 
to all.
 For more information, call the church at 941-
778-0719.

Community center to host
end-of-school bash

 The Center of Anna Maria Island will hold an 
“end-of-school” celebration 6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 23, at 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 CrossPointe Fellowship also will hold an end-of-
school party May 30 at Bayfront Park on North Bay 
Boulevard in Anna Maria.
 The center plans include serving hot dogs and 
hamburgers provided by Slim’s Place, the playing of 
the youth soccer championships, sports awards and an 
introduction to summer camp offerings.
 For more information, call the center at 941-778-
1908.

Shooting for par
David Lamb, left, and Tim 
Bingham line up during the 
2017 Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce 
Golf Tournament. This 
year’s tourney gets under-
way Friday, May 18, with 
an 11:30 a.m. registration 
and a 12:30 p.m. shotgun 
start at IMG Academy Golf 
Club, 4350 El Conquista-
dor Parkway, Bradenton. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy 
AMI Chamber

Center to host Red Cross 
hurricane forum

 The Center of Anna Maria Island and the Amer-
ican Red Cross will hold a forum on preparing for 
a hurricane.
 The event will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, May 24, 
at the center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 An announcement said the event — free to 
attend — would be appropriate for families, pro-
viding tips, checklists and more.
 The Atlantic hurricane season will begin June 
1 and continues through Nov. 30.
 For more information, call the center at 941-
778-1908.

More than 15,000 pounds of trash removed from AMI
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

The Anna Maria Island shoreline is now a lot 
spiffi er.

At least 14,952 pounds of garbage were removed 
April 21 along the AMI shoreline during the Great 
American Cleanup.

Another 490 pounds of recyclables were removed, 
including eight tires. 

Executive director Jennifer Hoffman reported the 
preliminary results from her fi rst major event since 
being hired in October 2017 to lead Keep Manatee 
Beautiful.

A total of 618 Manatee County volunteers donated 
1,257.5 hours of back-bending work during the 20th 
anniversary of Keep America Beautiful’s Great Ameri-
can Cleanup. KMB is a local affi liate of Keep America 
Beautiful.

The amount collected could rise.
“We are still compiling numbers,” wrote Hoffman 

in an email May 7. “We are still collecting reports.” 
Hoffman said she expects a fi nal tally by May 19.

Hoffman coordinates the Manatee County-based 
nonprofi t’s litter cleanup, beautifi cation, tree planting 
and recycling projects. 

The annual Great American Cleanup employs 
more than 5 million volunteers nationwide on aver-
age every year to renew parks, trails and recreation 
areas, clean shorelines and waterways, remove litter 
and debris, reduce waste and improve recycling, and 
plant trees, fl owers and community gardens.

The next KMB event will be a golf tournament. 
The four-person best-ball scramble at a location to be 
determined will run 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Friday, June 
8. For more information, call KMB 941-795-8272 or 
go online to manateebeautiful.com.

Commissioner wants to revive CityFest
Commissioner Rick Hurst said at a May 8 city 

commission meeting he’s ready to fulfi ll a campaign 
promise made to Holmes Beach 
voters.

Hurst plans to revive CityFest, 
which was not held in 2017.

Elected to a two-year term in 
November 2017, Hurst promised to 
revive events designed to draw the 
community together, such as City-

Fest.
“I will work to bring back a sense of community 

that has been forgotten,” Hurst said more than once 
on the campaign trail.

In 2015, CityFest was a two-day event at the 
Holmes Beach city fi eld featuring live bands, food 
from local vendors and a classic car show.

Hurst said he envisions the next CityFest being 
held at city fi eld with food, drinks, games, music and 
possibly a morning 5K run and an afternoon softball 
tournament.

Hurst is calling for help with his revival plan. 
Email rhurst@holmesbeachfl .org to volunteer.

— Terry O’Connor

Hurst

Anna Maria considers changes to grand tree regs
 Murphy tasked Vose with coming up with a 
penalty more creative than a monetary fi ne. The 
state of Florida imposes a maximum fi ne for munic-
ipalities of $5,000 for actions that cause “irrepa-
rable harm,” such as removing a grand tree. How-

ever, for properties that can cost 
more than $1 million to develop, 
$5,000 is little more than a fee for 
property owners to address. 
 Yet the cost of planting a grand 
tree can be signifi cantly more. “The 
intent is to remediate the damage” 
caused by the removal, Vose said. 

 Commissioner Doug Copeland asked about 
modifying the ordinance to also allow the option 
to grant commission approval to relocate trees, as 
well as remove and replace them. 
 A fi rst hearing for the ordinance will be at 6 
p.m. Thursday, May 24, at city hall, 10005 Gulf 
Drive. 
 — Bianca Benedí

 Earlier this year, Anna Maria commissioners 
tasked city attorney Becky Vose with the chal-

lenge of increasing the penalty for 
removing a grand tree from a prop-
erty without permission. 
 The request had been prompted 
by the actions of property owners 
John and Lou Ann Lynch, who 
removed three grand trees instead 
of two, as approved, from their 

property at 62 N. Shore Drive. 
 Vose returned to the commission May 10 with 

a proposed solution: Require prop-
erty owners to replace grand trees 
they chop down with trees of com-
parable sizes. 
 According to the current ordi-
nance, grand trees — defi ned as 
any tree with a circumference of 
more than 24 inches — can only be 

removed with permission from the commission. 

Murphy

Vose

Copeland
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1707 1st St. E., Bradenton
Where Hwy 41 & 301 meet @ 17th Ave

“Best Place to 
Find Anything!”

Entire Flea Market Open 

Bring the Family!
Spend the Day!

Chill Out!

RED BARN FLEA MARKET 
HAS COOL

AIR CONDITIONING

941-747-3794
www.redbarnfl eamarket.com

Red Barn (indoor) Plaza OPEN Tuesday-Sunday
(see website for details)

Dolphin Watches • Sunsets

INSHORE/OFFSHORE
GUIDED 4-6-8 
HOUR TRIPS...
PLUS, 2-HOUR 
FAMILY-FUN FISHING

ISLAND 
BUSTER 
FISHING 
CHARTERS

SPRING FUN SPECIAL
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OFF 
ANY 

Holmes Beach OKs money for center despite concerns 
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

The city relinquished in spite of misgivings.
A wary Holmes Beach Commission released 

$22,500 budgeted last year for the Center of Anna 
Maria Island at its May 8 meeting.

The money had been withheld as the center dealt 
with financial concerns over the past year, including 
questions over recently departed executive director 
Kristen Lessig’s handling of funds.

At the urging of Commissioner Rick Hurst, who 
advocated for the community center and coaches 
soccer there, the commission voted 3-1 to release the 
money despite reservations expressed by the mayor, 
two commissioners and a member of the public.

“They have done a great job,” Hurst said. “They 
are in the black right now. I think we have punished 
them enough for what happened four or five years 
ago. We’ve got to be done with that.”

Hurst said the center’s financial snarls have been 
untangled. He cited figures posted on the center’s 
website as evidence of transparency.

Questions also were raised about Chris Cul-
hane, who was announced May 4 as the new center 
leader. 

Commissioner Pat Morton wondered why Cul-
hane wasn’t at the meeting asking for the money 
instead of Hurst.

“I don’t know the man,” Morton said. “I’d just 

like the new gentleman to explain some situations.”
Commissioner Carol Soustek said she questions 

the center’s posted financial results, citing $100,000 
in “unbudgeted capital expenditures,” and asked why 
center leadership is doing so little fundraising.

Soustek also voiced reservations about the cen-
ter’s board, reservations she said she’s harbored a 
long time. 

She called for the center to furnish audited finan-
cial figures. 

“Every time I tried to get figures from the center, 
they changed all the time,” Soustek said. “I’ve just 
got a lot of unanswered questions.”

Mayor Bob Johnson said it’s not been a smooth 
road working out the financial kinks with center offi-
cials over the past couple of years, although there has 
been progress. It’s been months, however, since he 
received detailed financial reports from the center, 
the mayor said.

“I don’t think we’re in a position right now, 
tonight, to say ‘yes,’ because we really don’t have a 
financial view,” Johnson said. 

Hurst responded that the mayor can reference 
audited financial information online at centerami.
org. 

“Do you want them to walk up and hand them to 
you?” Hurst said.

The mayor said center officials should be present 
to discuss the financial situation.

Resident Nancy Deal raised another concern in 
citing a story in the May 9 issue of The Islander. She 
called for caution in dispensing funds to the center 
and its newly appointed, unproven executive direc-
tor.

The Islander reported Culhane characterized him-
self as a sovereign citizen not subject to state laws in 
settling traffic and divorce court cases. 

“Can he please reassure us taxpayers that he is 
a trustworthy caretaker of taxpayer money?” Deal 
asked during public comment. 

“Until we meet the man, I don’t think any of 
us are going to be comfortable he’s the appropriate 
selection,” Titsworth said.

Holmes Beach has supported the center over the 
past two decades with more than $500,000 — an 
average contribution of $26,816 per fiscal year. The 
top amount was $51,000 in 2006-07, the year before 
the start of the Great Recession.

“I personally think we’re nitpicking them to 
death,” Hurst said. “It’s going to fail if we as a com-
munity don’t support it.”

Hurst, Titsworth and Morton voted to continue 
the giving streak. Soustek voted no. The mayor does 
not have a vote.

“I’m done saying no,” Titsworth said. “I’m done 
saying prove it.”

The commission will next meet at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, May 22, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

Cycling sweethearts
Micaela Finney, a student at Auburn University in Alabama, and Raeff Dolbin 
of Pennsylvania show their affection as they bicycle into Holmes Beach from 
Perico Island via the Anna Maria Island Bridge. Visitors to the island, the 
couple said they’ve been dating for a year. Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell
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Bradenton Beach discusses sea level rise
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach has completed its major capital 
improvement project for the 2017-18 fiscal year and 
is looking to the future.
 The mayor, commissioners and city engineer Lynn 
Burnett met in a workshop April 25 to discuss alleys, 
CIP projects and sea level rise. Commissioner Randy 
White was absent without excuse.
 Burnett led the workshop — the first in a series to 
discuss capital improvements — with a summary of 
the recently completed alley project in the avenues at 
the north end of the city. She concluded the workshop 
with a presentation on how sea level rise could affect 
Bradenton Beach in 2040 and 2060.

Sea level rise and development
 Burnett said that according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, by 2060 the sea will 
rise over existing seawalls in Bradenton Beach during 
the two high tides.
 She said the south end of the city won’t be as badly 
affected as the north end, but Bay Drive, along Sara-
sota Bay in the community redevelopment district, is 
“particularly vulnerable.”
 She said the commission must consider adding 
riprap and retainer walls to these areas at a height to 
combat the rising sea level.
 “If we put in a retainer wall, we’re good,” She 
said. “If we do nothing, water will back up into the 
streets.”
 Burnett said according to state criteria, the city 
should have no standing water three days after a storm 
that drops 7 inches of rain in 24 hours.
 “We’re doing way better than that,” Burnett said.
 She said at the next workshop she will have a 
15-year budget planning tool for stormwater, streets 
and roads, “so we can see what dollars we have coming 

in and what projects we have on the books — to get 
ahead of 2040.”

Alleys in the avenues
 Debris was cleared and stormwater filtration 
installed for alleys from 23rd to 26th streets north 
between Gulf Drive and Avenue A, which weren’t 
included in the 2015 phase of the project.
 Burnett said the next phase of the stormwater 
improvements project will include Avenue C and 22nd 
through 26th streets north and is planned to begin next 
year.
 Many of the alleys had become overgrown or resi-
dents had stored items there, causing increased flood-
ing after heavy rainfall.
 The contract for the project was approved by the 
city commission not to exceed $208,000, half of which 
will be reimbursed by the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District. 
 The project was $11,794.51 under budget upon 
completion. However, an unbudgeted cost of $5,920 
to remove encroachments left by residents who “were 
not able to remove these items themselves due to lack 
of resources,” according to Burnett, was invoiced to 
the city by the contractor.
 During the workshop, Burnett said the city gave 
the residents on the alleys nearly six months notice, 
“but when push came to shove, at the eleventh hour, 
these guys said, ‘We’re not moving it. You want it out, 
you move it.’”
  Burnett also said the contractor cleared an “addi-
tional alley” — south of 22nd Street North between 
Avenue B and Avenue C — at a cost of $29,152.91.
 “This alley was not part of the original alleys proj-
ect and is not reimbursable by the district,” Burnett 
said.
 She said since the additional work supports trans-
portation in the city, she recommended the additional 

improvements be funded through the streets and roads 
capital improvements budget using 1/5 of the 1-cent 
sales tax.
 Mayor John Chappie said April 26 the item would 
be pulled from the consent agenda and added to the 
discussion for the commission meeting at noon Thurs-
day, May 17, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.
 Burnett said the timing of the project worked well, 
as it was completed before Manatee County began 
work on the Force Main 5 water and sewer replace-
ment.
 She said she has received positive feedback from 
residents who say there is less flooding from heavy 
rainfall.
 Public works director Tom Woodard agreed with 
Burnett and added, “The calls are usually newer resi-
dents expecting perfection.”
 He said he hears people complain about the 
expense of living on the island, including stormwater 
taxes. The result is high expectations for less flood-
ing.
 “It was always advertised as improvements, never 
a cure,” Woodard said. 

Holmes Beach planners target rising sea level dilemma 

will present in the near future. 
A king tide describes a particularly high spring tide 

or tides during a full or new moon, according to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The loss of land already is occurring. Planning 
commissioner Barbara Hines said she owns a sub-
merged parcel near Grassy Point Preserve and is for-
bidden to develop it in any way by the city’s comp 
plan.

“We pay the taxes every year,” Hines. “We could 
have stopped paying the taxes and lost it, but we pay 
the taxes on it.”

Roughly half the city will be under coastal waters 
by 2040 if drainage is not amplified, Burnett warned. 
Property owners must work with city and county gov-
ernment to preserve as much island property as pos-
sible, she said.

 “We’re not going to stop 100 percent of the flood-
ing,” Burnett said. “That is not an achievable goal.”

Private property rights will be superseded by the 
city’s responsibility to protect residents, Burnett said. 
But everyone on the island faces the same challenge, 
she said.

“We want to make sure we work closely with the 
private property owners to adequately advise what they 

can do to protect their structures,” Burnett said. 
Burnett said the Holmes Beach drainage system 

includes seawalls and interconnected WaStop valves, 
which prevent backflow, flooding and sewage odor in 
storm drains.

The Holmes Beach stormwater system is inad-
equate today, but is being enhanced to better handle 
the demands of the future, said Burnett. 

Within 20 years, Burnett said, an islandwide pro-
cess of elevating roadways, driveways and sidewalks 
will be required. 

“You are pricing out the average bloke from living 
here,” Boyd said.

“We don’t have a choice,” Hines said. “We’re 
going to lose the island if we don’t take action now.”

Following a nearly two-hour discussion, the 
planning commissioners reached consensus to send 
the proposed amendment to the city commission for 
consideration. Burnett said she plans to bring short-
term solutions with funding already in place to city 
commissioners soon.

“We knew this was a barrier island,” Hines said. 
“We chose a lifestyle.”

The planners will next meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 6, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive. 

Cars navigate in the 
7300 block of Gulf 
Drive in Holmes 
Beach, which flooded 
April 10 due to morn-
ing and early after-
noon rains. The stormy 
weather included light-
ning and, according to 
Weather Underground, 
measurements at the 
Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport 
showed 1.24 inches of 
rain and 34-mph wind 
gusts. Islander Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

City engineer Lynn Burnett continued to warn city 
officials May 2 at the Holmes Beach Planning Com-
mission meeting of the rising sea level threatening 
island existence.

Burnett made a similar presentation to city com-
missioners April 24 on a proposed coastal management 
and conservation amendment to the city’s comprehen-
sive plan.

Continuing to enhance filtration and buttress sea-
walls is required to save as much 
island property from flooding as pos-
sible, she said. 

It will cost millions and the fund-
ing is not in place. But it must be 
done, she said.

“The do-nothing option does not 
exist,” Burnett said.

Planning chair Charles Stealey and vice chair Scott 
Boyd wondered how property owners will be able to 
afford paying for upgrades to safeguard homes and 
businesses.

“The short-term effect is we are increasing the cost 
to live here,” Boyd said.

Stealey asked if it would be mandatory for prop-
erty owners to raise seawalls, for example. When will 
it be required, he asked, and who pays the cost, which 
can exceed $40,000? 

“How will we ever do it?” he asked.
A grant program could help homeowners unable to 

finance required improvements, Burnett said.
“It’s critically important our seawalls are in good 

shape,” Burnett said.
The city stormwater utility assessment fee will 

help defray costs and is budgeted to raise $216,000 this 
year. A Southwest Florida Water Management District 
grant matches every dollar Holmes Beach spends on 
stormwater improvements, and city commission Chair 
Judy Titsworth has suggested the “flood tax” might 
need to be raised.

Rising sea levels already imperil Holmes Beach. 
King tides tend to swamp some city areas and roads, 
Burnett said, and foreshadow the challenges high tides 

Burnett

Driveways considered in BB
 During an April 25 capital improvements 
workshop, Bradenton Beach Mayor John Chap-
pie noted the commission must consider how to 
restore driveways in the rights of way that were 
removed on Avenue C during the county’s force 
main project. 
 The city signed a contract with the county 
specifying 57-stone as the replacement, but is now 
reconsidering following resident complaints.
 — ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
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Eyes on the road
 The Florida Department of Transportation and 
Manatee County posted the following notices for the 
week of May 14:
 • Avenue C: Manatee County crews are replacing 
force mains. Crews have begun installation of force 
main down the center of Avenue C, from Gulf Drive 
heading northward toward 26th Street. Intermittent 
road closures will be in place as work is performed 
along each segment.
 • 26th Street North: Installation of a water main and 
force main are underway from Gulf Drive to Avenue 
C.
 • Gulf Drive: Between 26th and 28th streets north, 
re-striping of the roadway will occur the week of May 
14. Traffi c lane shifts will remain in effect. 
 • SR 64/Manatee Avenue on Perico Island from 
Martinique Drive to 107th Court West: Crews are 
improving drainage, constructing sidewalk and bicycle 
lanes and installing new signage and pavement mark-
ings. Work occurs off the roadway and does not require 
lane closures. Florida Safety Contractors Inc. is the 
contractor. Expected completion is fall 2018.
 For the latest road watch information, go online 
to www.fl 511.com or dial 511.

Roadwatch

HB dog park proposals inspire brainstorming

Manatee County sees 7th year of increase in tourism
By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 Hurricane Irma didn’t scare visitors away from 
Manatee County in 2017. 
 In 2017, tourism rose 2 percent over 2016, up to 
3,160,700 visitors to the county, according to Elliott 
Falcione, director of the Bradenton Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. He reviewed tourism in the area 
during a news conference May 10 in Palmetto.
 Lodging visitors rose 4 percent and total eco-
nomic impact from tourists rose 5.5 percent to 
$1,245,461,300. 
 Full-time jobs associated with tourism rose 5.1 
percent from 2016 to 2017, accounting for 26,600 jobs 

in the county. 
 The majority of tourists visit from within the state, 
Falcione said, with the top markets being Tampa and 
Orlando.
 Following behind Florida visitors are visitors from 
New York City, Chicago and Pittsburgh, Falcione 
said.
 In addition, visitation from continental Europe 
rose nearly 9 percent in 2017. Falcione said visitors 
from Europe stay longer, spend more money and buy 
more property than their domestic counterparts. 
 Sports events and sports training also are bringing 
tourists to the area in droves, he added. 
 Events such as the World Rowing Championships 

and institutions such as IMG Academy bring visitors 
who come for events or education and then return or 
relocate for the sunshine and beaches. 
 Falcione, during the news conference to mark 
tourism week in the county, suggested local offi cials 
should prioritize expanding the hospitality industry 
and training new hospitality employees.
 In fi ve years, tourism-related jobs in Manatee rose 
nearly 30 percent, he said.
 During the presentation, he also advised people to 
take advantage of the good times. 
 “Everybody’s fl ourishing. Let’s prepare for days 
of adversity. It’s going to come, it’s going to happen,” 
he said. 

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

Anything is possible in Holmes Beach.
At least it is for those dreaming of the best pos-

sible dog park.
Some of the more creative suggestions to emerge 

from the May 8 Holmes Beach work session segment 
on the dog park on Flotilla Drive included a municipal 
pool, dog park hours on the beach, a dog park pass that 
would capture personal information and resurfacing 
the existing dog park next to city hall, 5801 Marina 
Drive.

Brainstorming followed after chair Zan Fuller of 
the Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Committee 
presented her group’s recommended improvements, 
which would cost an estimated $38,500, or $11,500 
under the $50,000 budgeted by the city commission.

Prices for several potential upgrades were omitted 
from Fuller’s presentation, including drainage, pro-
tective netting, security access and pavers. Drainage 
improvements alone could consume the rest of the 
budget, according to the committee. 

City engineer Lynn Burnett is tasked with design-
ing drainage solutions for the sometimes soggy park, 
but said she will need a master plan of the park and its 
suggested revisions before she can do so. 

The park upgrade proposal so inspired commission 
Chair Judy Titsworth she suggested possibly reconfi g-
uring all city assets at the fi eld, which includes a skate 
park, Birdie Tebbetts Field, basketball court, the dog 
park and the public works department staging area.

Burnett was directed by commission consensus to 
look at the best way of rearranging all park elements 
to produce the best use of the space.

“At least a couple of us would like to instruct the 
mayor to ask Lynn Burnett to look at the big picture 
and see if she can fi nd a better place on our city fi eld 
for the skate park, a tot yard and dog park in the near 
future,” Titsworth said.

The Holmes Beach 
Parks and Beauti-
fi cation Committee 
presented the poten-
tial fencing place-
ment for the dog 
park at city fi eld at 
the May 8 city com-
mission workshop. 
Islander Courtesy 
Graphic

Commissioner Carol Soustek reminded the crowd 
of about 40 people the dog park improvements need 
to be done this summer — not sometime down the 
road. She said the committee has worked for months to 
devise practical, affordable upgrades with much input 
from the community.

“Everything said tonight was said before at those 
meetings,” Soustek said. “I want to take what the parks 
committee has recommended because that was the job 

we gave them.”
Soustek, commission liaison to the parks commit-

tee, said “wish list” recommendations confl ict with the 
commission’s directions to the parks committee.

“They were instructed to do what is needed now,” 
she said. “We need to start on this now. Drainage needs 
to be done fi rst.”

The commission will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 
22, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

Anna Maria survey work draws criticism
By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 Following the decision to abandon a customary 
use ordinance, the city of Anna Maria agreed to pay 
to survey the shore by two beach-side homes to deter-
mine public versus private beach. Some residents have 
qualms with the decision. 
 At a meeting April 12, city attorney Becky Vose 
suggested that commissioners adopt a customary use 
ordinance before the Possession of Real Property Act 
goes into effect July 1 in order to defend the public’s 
right to beach access.
 Commissioners voted to task Vose and resident 
Jack Brennan to come up with data proving historic 
public use in order to support such an ordinance. 
 However, after multiple South Bay Boulevard 
property owners spoke in opposition to an ordinance 
April 26, commissioners scrapped it.
 Instead, said Mayor Dan Murphy, the city would 
survey two properties for owners who wanted their 
territory measured out. 
 Surveyors May 2 marked territory with wooden 
stakes stating “apparent MHW,” referencing the mean 
high water line. Generally, property that falls seaward 

of the mean high water line is public access, while 
property in the dry sand above the mean high water 
line is privately owned. 
 But Anna Maria resident Douglas Dowling, who 
lives on North Bay Boulevard, said the surveyors could 
not accurately determine the mean high water line — 
only the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration could determine the line.
 That’s why the surveyor wrote “apparent,” Dowl-
ing said May 10. 
 Dowling criticized the city decision to perform the 
surveys, likening them to a bribe.
 He said the city decision to abandon a customary 
use ordinance would negatively impact residents who 
do not live along the beach and who would no longer 
have free access in Anna Maria. 
 Dowling cited the installation of a fence behind the 
Rod and Reel Motel, 711 N. Shore Drive, Anna Maria, 
as an example of a point of concern for residents. 
 “The mayor and four of his fi ve commissioners 
have been incentivized by the rich property owners 
on Tampa Bay to not protect the beach for the rest of 
us to enjoy,” Dowling wrote May 3 in an email to The 
Islander. 

Dolphins delight 
at Coquina
A wild dolphin enter-
tains boaters near the 
bridge at the Longboat 
pass April 24. Several 
dolphins dallied in the 
area for more than 
a hour, feeding on 
schooling fi sh. Islander 
Photo: Sandy Ambrogi
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IT’S HOT OUTSIDE, 
STAY COOL
AC Tune-Up Special 

$7999 
Performance test, ACUV dye, 
up to 1 pound of freon. 
Exp 10-22-14. CALL GROOMS!

5608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 
941.896.7898

Expires 05-16-18

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

14
26

59
6)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975
Two Florida State-Certifi ed Master Plumbers

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
HUMIDITY CONTROLS! 



Are you going away and closing your 
home, even for a short while? Help prevent  

mildew formation with a dehumidistat.  
It works with your existing thermostat  

to turn your system on only when  
the two humidity forming conditions,  

heat and humidity, are met.   


For only $188, you can buy  
“peace of mind.” Price includes  

installation and sales tax. 



We like 
likes

facebook.com/ 
Islandernewspaper

MONTHLY BIN CLEANING SERVICE • Residential & Commercial

GOT STINK?
Are you afraid to go near your trash and recycling bins? 

Does your garage reek of last month’s dinners?
Bins Be Clean can wash it all away, leaving your bins clean, 

smelling fresh, and bacteria free. 

941-778-0020 
www.BinsBeClean.com

L IFE  AUTO HOME BOAT BUSINESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

Motion denied in pretrial hearing for Bradenton Beach lawsuit
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 The judge has ruled on the first decision in a Bra-
denton Beach lawsuit.
 A motion to sequester nonparty witnesses during 
depositions for a suit initiated August 2017 by ex-
Mayor Jack Clarke and joined by the city against 
six now-former board members was denied May 9 
during a pretrial hearing at the Manatee County Judi-
cial Center before Judge Lon Arend.
 Clarke alleges the defendants violated Florida’s 
Government-in-the-Sunshine Laws by discussing city 
matters at a meeting of the now-defunct grass-roots 
group Concerned Neighbors of Bradenton Beach, 
putting the city in danger of being in violation of 
Sunshine Laws regarding open meetings.
 Additionally, Clarke is alleging several of the 
defendants exchanged emails regarding city matters 
brought before them as board members.
 Defendant John Metz, a former planning and 
zoning board member, filed a motion to sequester 
nonparty witnesses during the depositions, preventing 
nonparty access to the discovery proceedings.
 Additionally, Metz filed a motion to compel pro-
duction of documents from Clarke. However, this 
motion was continued due to time limitations.
 During the May 9 hearing, Jodi Ruberg with Kirk 
Pinkerton P.A. of Sarasota, representing Metz, said 
the defendants anticipate the city will call nonparty 
witnesses to give depositions and it is “essential” that 
witnesses are not influenced by other testimony.
 Ruberg referenced the Florida sequestration rule, 
which says, “at the request of a party the court shall 
order, or upon its own motion the court may order, 
witnesses excluded from a proceeding so that they 
cannot hear the testimony of other witnesses…”
 Previously, Metz said since city attorney Ricinda 
Perry is not a party, she could be considered a non-
party witness.
 However, Perry filed documents May 9, before 
the hearing, to appear as co-counsel, along with 
Clarke and Bradenton Beach’s attorney for the suit, 
Robert Watrous of Sarasota.
 Arend asked Ruberg who the defendants are 
expecting to appear as a nonparty witness. Ruberg 
responded that because the suit involves city meet-
ings and neighborhood gatherings, there are a variety 

Attorney Robert Watrous, left, paralegal Michael 
Barfield and Bradenton Beach city attorney Ricinda 
Perry represent Bradenton Beach and ex-Mayor 
Jack Clarke May 9 in a pretrial hearing for a civil 
suit at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 
Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. Islander Photo:  
Courtesy Joe Hendricks/Sun/pool press

of people, including “people who are in communi-
cation with city officials” that could be deposed as 
nonparty witnesses.
 Arend said someone could get a copy of the 
transcripts as public record. He also said he has not 
had someone come before him with a sequestration 
request that was not specific.
 Watrous said since no one has been deposed, 
neither the defendant’s nor plaintiff’s representation 
knows the identity of the nonparty witnesses. He said 
he inquired with the defendant’s counsel regarding 
the “mysterious nonparty witnesses,” who would not 
name names.
 He also said the Florida rule of civil procedure 
states there must be “good cause shown” to approve 
the motion and there has been “no cause shown.”
 Watrous said the city wants all proceeding to be 
open to the public, but the defendants want to keep 
out the press. He added he has seen the press attend 
depositions in his cases without a problem.
 Ruberg said the motion was not directed at the 
media.
 Arend asked if the concern was the depositions 
could attract a large crowd, interfering with the dis-

covery.
 Attorney Jim Dye, representing former planning 
and zoning board member Reed Mapes, objected to 
opening depositions to the public because “factions 
have formed” in the city regarding the case. He is 
concerned if word gets out that the depositions are 
open, they “could lose control” of the proceedings.
 Watrous said that would be a separate motion 
and he is not making this “an open invitation” to the 
depositions. He also said space in the court reporter’s 
room would limit the number of people who could 
attend.
 Arend denied the motion to sequester nonparty 
witnesses under the sequestration rule, but expressed 
concerns about how the depositions would be con-
ducted.
 Depositions for the lawsuit are set for May 23.
 As of May 11, the lawsuit has cost the city 
$56,318.Judge Lon Arend rules over proceedings May 9 at 

the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 Manatee 
Ave. W., Bradenton. Islander Photo: Courtesy Joe 
Hendricks/Sun/pool press
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Do’s and don’ts for sea 
turtle nesting season, 
now through Oct. 31

 The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission recommends people follow these 
guidelines for sea turtle safety:
 • DO turn off or adjust lighting along the 
beachfront to prevent nesting sea turtles from 
becoming disoriented and moving toward the 
glow of light on land, instead of natural light 
refl ecting on the surface of the water. Indoor 
lights should be turned off, with curtains closed 
after dark, and outdoor lighting should be turtle-
friendly bulbs. Use fi xtures low to the ground 
and shielded from view at the shoreline.
 • DON’T use fl ashlights or camera fl ashes on 
the beach at night. They can distract nesting sea 
turtles and cause them to return to the water.
 • DO clear the way at the end of the day. 
Nesting female sea turtles can become trapped, 
confused or impeded by gear left on the beach 
at night. Remove items such as boats, tents, rafts 
and beach furniture and fi ll in holes or level sand 
castles before dusk. Holes trap turtles and can 
injure people. 
 Call code enforcement to report unattended 
property or large holes on the beach.
 City of Anna Maria code enforcement — 
941-708-6130, ext. 139 or ext. 129.
 City of Bradenton Beach code enforcement 
— 941-778-1005, ext. 280.
 City of Holmes Beach code enforcement — 
941-708-5800, ext. 247.
 Report sick, injured, entangled or dead sea 
turtles to the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline, at 
1-888-404-3922, #FWC or *FWC on a cell-
phone or text Tip@MyFWC.com.
 For more information on nesting season, 
contact Fox at suzifox@gmail.com or 941-778-
5638.

Clip and save..... ✁✁✁✁✁✁✁✁✁

Turtle watchers excited, fi rst nest of season spotted

Mote releases green sea turtle in Anna Maria

Onlookers gather 
May 10 to watch as 
Mote Marine Labora-
tory representatives, 
assisted by volunteers 
from Anna Maria 
Island Turtle Watch 
and Shorebird Moni-
toring, release Shoshi, 
a juvenile green sea 
turtle, at Bayfront 
Park in Anna Maria. 
Islander Photo: 
ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 Like a well-trained regiment, the Anna Maria 
Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird Monitoring team 
is ready for May-October sea turtle nesting season.
 And, so are area residents and visitors.
 They’re looking forward signs of nesting.
 Island beaches are a hot spot for female sea turtles 
— mostly loggerheads — to lay their nests.
 “I think people that choose Anna Maria Island as 
a home or a vacation spot are wildlife lovers and seek-
ers,” AMITW executive director Suzi Fox said.
 As of May 13, only one nest has been laid and it 
is at Coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach. It was spot-
ted by AMITW volunteers Elsa Rohow and Tammy 
Rosenfeld.
 Fox said some female loggerheads are “checking 
out the beach,” but the sand may still feel cool.
 Also as of May 13, eight false crawls were spotted 
on island beaches.
 A false crawl occurs when a female turtle leaves 
the water to nest, but returns to the Gulf without laying 
her eggs. False crawls do not always occur because the 
sea turtle was distracted or scared away. The number of 
false crawls usually is about the same as the number of 
nests by the end of nesting season, according to Fox.
 Each of the nearly 100 turtle watch volunteers is 
assigned a turn walking a 1-mile stretch of beach just 
after sunrise, looking for the telltale tracks indicating 
newly laid sea turtle nests or hatched nests.
 Once spotted, nests are marked with tape and 
stakes and observed for data and protection.
 Bradenton resident Catherine Lafuente, who pre-
viously lived beachfront on Longboat Key, said she 
enjoyed seeing the volunteers on their daily walks on 
Longboat and now appreciates seeing the nesting activ-
ity on Anna Maria Island.
 “When we lived on Longboat, we saw what the 
volunteers were doing and appreciated it,” Lafuente 
said. “We don’t live on the island, but it’s just a short 
trek to experience something so special.”

 This year, there are 24 new walkers, the most Fox 
said she’s trained in one season.
 Kathy Doddridge, AMITW volunteer coordinator 
for the beach section between 26th Street North and 
Cortez Road in Bradenton Beach, said new volunteers 
Dixie Lampers and Carl Jelovich spotted the fi rst false 
crawl in that section.
 “They are new walkers so imagine their excite-
ment when they saw the tracks in the sand!” Doddridge 
said. “Last year, our fi rst false crawl in this section 
was May 12 so the girls are right on time. It is great to 
start another turtle season!”
 Anne Camp, AMITW volunteer coordinator for 
the section of beach from the Manatee Public Beach 
to 26th Street in Holmes Beach, says she’s thrilled to 
see most of her 2017 volunteers walking this season, 

and to guide the new ones.
 “We learn in our training what to look for and what 
nests look like, but the excitement when one sees their 
fi rst nest is indescribable,” Camp said. 
 New volunteer walker Barbara Riskay said she’s 
anxious to spot her fi rst nest. “I’ve been studying lots 
of pictures, but it’s not like the real thing,” Riskay said. 
“I can’t wait.”
 For more information on nesting season, contact 
Fox at suzifox@gmail.com or 941-778-5638.
 Visit myfwc.com/seaturtle and click on “Sea Turtles 
and Lights” or “Wildlife Friendly Lighting” for more 
information on keeping beaches safe for sea turtles.
 To report sick, injured, entangled or dead sea 
turtles or shorebirds contact the FWC Wildlife Alert 
Hotline at 888-404-3922.

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 A rescued sea turtle was given a new lease on 
life.
 Representatives from Mote Marine Laboratory 
in Sarasota, with assistance from Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch and Shorebird Monitoring volunteers, 
released a rehabilitated juvenile green sea turtle May 
10 at Bayfront Park in Anna Maria.
 The green turtle — named Shoshi by Dave Ault, 
the turtle watch volunteer who transported the animal 
to Mote — was found fl oating March 26 in Tampa 
Bay about 15 miles west of north end of Anna Maria 
Island.
 The turtle was rescued and admitted to Mote’s sea 
turtle rehabilitation hospital in Sarasota.
 According to a news release from Mote, the fi sher-
men who found Shoshi reported the turtle was fl oat-
ing in yellow “sludge.” The release said the turtle’s 
skin was covered in an “unidentifi ed orange material,” 
it’s scutes were falling off and its eyes were red and 
encrusted.
 After receiving more than a month of medical 
attention, Shoshi was cleared for release.
 “What an exciting start to season,” Suzi Fox, 
AMITW executive director, said following Shoshi’s 
release. Sea turtle nesting season offi cially began May 
1 on the island.
 The majority of sea turtle nests on the island are 
laid by loggerhead sea turtles, which adds to the excite-
ment of a green turtle release.
 “We’ve sent off Shoshi, now it’s time for the turtle 
mamas to hit the beach,” Fox said. “We’re ready for 

Shoshi, a juvenile green sea turtle, is carried May 10 
by representatives from Mote Marine Laboratory to 
be released into the Gulf of Mexico at Bayfront Park 
in Anna Maria. The turtle was found March 26 fl oat-
ing in Tampa Bay about 15 miles west of the north-
ern point of Anna Maria Island and was brought to 
Mote for rehab. Islander Photo: Courtesy AMITW/
Amy Waterbury

them.”
 To report a stranded turtle, call the FWC Wildlife 
Alert Hotline at 888-404-3922.
 For more information about Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch and Shorebird Monitoring, contact Fox 
at 941-778-5638.

Turtle watch volunteer 
Elsa Rohow stands 
May 14 next to the fi rst 
nest of the 2018 sea 
turtle nesting season. 
She and volunteer 
Tammy Rosenfeld spot-
ted the nest May 12 
at Coquina Beach in 
Bradenton Beach. "We 
were thrilled to fi nd 
the fi rst nest this year," 
Rohow said. Islander 
Photo: ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes
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Place to watch 
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DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
12 TVs! 

NCAA & All Pro Sports Packages
LUNCH & DINNER OPEN 7 DAYS 

 9701 Gulf Drive Anna Maria 941-567-4056
www.slimsplaceami.com
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SAIL: $20 PER PERSON

Whisper Sailing
Interperative Sail Tours 

Aboard 1800s-Design Custom 
Work Boat Built in Cortez by  
Whisper Captain & Naturalist  

Geoffrey H. Kendrick

Accommodates up to 6 people

4528 119th St. West., Cortez
NEXT TO SWORDFISH GRILL

941.713.5958

12110 Cortez Road W. ~ Downtown Cortez
Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 10-5 • 941-794-1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood
THE REAL DEAL, FRESH DAILY!

Seafood
fresh off 
the boat

or smoked!

Family-owned 
and operated

 RETAIL SEAFOOD 
MARKET

5604B MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!
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FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.
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B5
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OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL

FROSTED

EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
1952

Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS
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Aboard 1800s-Design Custom 
Work Boat Built in Cortez by  
Whisper Captain & Naturalist  

Geoffrey H. Kendrick

Accommodates up to 6 people

4528 119th St. West., Cortez
NEXT TO SWORDFISH GRILL

941.713.5958

12110 Cortez Road W. ~ Downtown Cortez
Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 10-5 • 941-794-1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood
THE REAL DEAL, FRESH DAILY!

Seafood
fresh off 
the boat

or smoked!

Family-owned 
and operated

 RETAIL SEAFOOD 
MARKET

5604B MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!

The Original
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C8

FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.

As fresh as it gets …B5
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FROSTED
MUGS

VOTED #1
GREAT 

BURGERS

VOTED #1
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY

B5

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY
OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL

FROSTED

EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
1952

Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS
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Click! We welcome news of the milestones in readers’ 
lives — weddings, anniversaries, births, travels and 
other events. Submit notices and photos to news@
islander.org.

Pastor Rosemary Wheeler Backer

6608 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach ~ 941-778-1813
www.gloriadeilutheran.com

“All are welcome”

WORSHIP WITH US
SATURDAY AT 5 PM
SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM

Fellowship follows Sunday worship

            4408 Gulf Drive ~ Holmes Beach
941-778-1638 ~ www.episcopalchurchoftheannunciation.com

All are welcome

All are welcome
Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

The Rev. Matthew Grunfeld

Sunday services 8 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Music

Thursday service 9:30 am Holy Eucharist and Healing

simple cremations

$740
simple burials

$1,195

SoundChoiceCremation.com

Online arrangements available

Sarasota (941) 312-6371 | Manatee (941) 213-9234

Obituaries
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iaLoving Christ  •  Sharing His Grace  •  Serving All

941-778-0414  •  www.RoserChurch.com  •  www.facebook.com/RoserChurch

COMMUNITY CHURCH               

A NON�DENOMINATIONAL, CHRISTIAN CHURCH • EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Call for a ride 
to the 10:00 AM 
Worship Service

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 AM and 10:00 AM 

IN THE SANCTUARY
10:00 AM Nursery & Church School

8:45 AM Adult Sunday School
 9:00 AM Adult Book Study 

For a free hearing screening, call 941.795.2811

Here to serve you!
Dr. Jill Diesman — a graduate 
of Washington University, St. 
Louis, and the Central Institute 
for the Deaf, is skilled in 
diagnostic, rehabilitative and 
other services for hearing, 
balance, tinnitus management, 
and related audiological fi elds.

501 VILLAGE 
GREEN PKWY., 
STE. 16, 
BRADENTON

protect the things you love 
9805 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria • 941-757-3715

Protect the things you love.
941-244-4743

Pentecost Promise Keeper

Daniel L. Anderson
 Daniel L. Anderson, M.D., 77, of Cortez, and for-
merly of Annapolis, Maryland, died April 29.
 He was born Nov. 8, 1940.
 A Mass will be held at 9:30 a.m. May 19 at Saints 
Peter and Paul the Apostles, 2850 75th St. W., Braden-
ton.

Isobel O’Conner
 Isobel O’Conner, of Bradenton, died April 13.
 She was born in Swampscott, Massachusetts, and 
grew up on Boston’s North Shore.
 She received a bachelor’s degree in education from 
Salem State College.

Mary Alice Chakoumakos
 Mary Alice Chakoumakos, 91, of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, died March 23.

She was a resident of Holmes Beach 
for 28 years, after having moved from 
Farmington, Maine, to retire with her 
husband Charles.
She grew up in Litchfield, Maine, 
graduated from Bates College in 
Lewiston, Maine, in 1948, and, after 
getting married, lived briefl y in New 

York. 
 She and her husband then settled in Maine to raise 
four freethinking children. She was active in the Maine 
Chapter of AAUW, the Farmington Planning Com-
mission and also the Roser Women’s Guild in Anna 
Maria.
 She was an avid reader, bird-watcher, bridge player 
and math whiz. She loved a good cocktail, her own 
excellent cooking and the perfect Key lime pie. She 
spent her fi nal days in Santa Fe under the care of her 
daughter Alison and the watchful eye of her faithful 
cat, Miss Kitty. 
 She is survived by her children, Scott, Bryan, 
Alison and Andrew; grandchildren Sara, Segue, 
Rowan, Madie, Egan and Sofi a; great-grandchildren 
Lila and Otis; plus her dynamic extended family.

Chakoumakos

Helen Aldrich White
 Helen Aldrich White died May 7, two days before 
her 93rd birthday.

 She was born and raised in Buf-
falo, New York, to Helen and Burton 
Aldrich and had two brothers. She 
attended Sacred Heart Academy and 
graduated from the Albright Knox Art 
School in Buffalo. 
 She worked for JN Adams Depart-
ment Store as a sketch artist in adver-

tising. In 1961, she relocated to Anna Maria with her 
fi rst husband Oliver “Buddy” Lawrence.
 Together they owned the Sand Bar when it was 
just a tiny bar on Spring Street. 
 She continued her advertising career working for 
Burdines and commuting to Tampa. She then opened 
a gift shop on St. Armands Circle.
 She started in real estate working for Mike Norman 
Realty and other local companies, including Neal & 
Neal.
 In 2001, along with three friends, she formed Sun-
Coast Real Estate on Anna Maria Island and worked 
as a Realtor/broker until her retirement in 2014.
 In 1981, she married John Parker White and was 
married for 21 years until his death in 2002.

White

All Island Denominations 
plans Pentecost service

 All Island Denominations will hold its spring ecu-
menical service celebrating Pentecost at 7 p.m. Sunday, 
May 20, at Roser Memorial Community Church.
 The service will be in the Roser chapel, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria.
 AID is a group of all the island churches and all 
the island-based congregations will participate in the 
service.
 Plans include a welcome from the Rev. Neil Crow-
ell of Roser, music by the Roser Ringers Handbell 
Choir and the Roser church choir, readings by the Revs. 
Rosemary Backer of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and 
Bob O’Keef of Roser, a sermon by the Rev. Matthew 
Grunfeld of the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation 
and an offering for Our Daily Bread.
 After the service, Holy Cow Ice Cream of Holmes 
Beach will serve ice cream at a social in the church 
fellowship hall.
 For more information, call Peggy Nash at 941-778-
6483.

 After teaching high school in Vermont, she and her 
late former husband, Dan, sailed from Marblehead to 
Florida in a 50-year old Friendship Sloop. 
 She had a long business career as legal secretary 
and administration assistant/Realtor for Arvida Corp. 
on Longboat Key and Neal Communities.
 She had a lifetime interest in sailing, windjam-
mers, skiing and travel. 
 She was a strong supporter for animal welfare and 
the environment and volunteered for Wildlife Inc. in 
Bradenton Beach.
 A celebration of life will be at 3 p.m. Friday, May 
18, at Mar Vista Dockside Restaurant and Pub, 760 
Broadway St., Longboat Key.

PLEASE SEE OBITUARIES, NEXT PAGE

Ice cream is offered at last year’s AID Pentecost 
service. Serving are AID board member Cornelia 
Zanetti, right, and Sandy and Chet Zarzycki of Holy 
Cow Ice Cream. Islander Courtesy Photo

Founded 
1956 ALL ARE WELCOME 

Sunday 10 a.m.  
Worship Service

6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key  
941-383-6491  www.longboatislandchapel.org

The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

The Rev. Bill Friederich
Senior Minister

Hours 9-noon, Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

Open Arms, 
Loving Hearts, 

Accepting Minds
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$2
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Milestones

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy Bradenton, FL 34210 imgacademygolfclub.com

Rewarding Golf at Every Level

Book Your Tee Time 

Online: 
imgacademygolfclub.com

Golf Shop: 
941-758-1464

Join us in the Grille Room on 
Wednesday nights for our “Two for 

One” Dinner Specials!

 She was active in the Island Players, loved dogs and was a committed busi-
nesswoman with a customer-oriented approach to her sales.
 She is survived by her niece through marriage, Kathryn Poppenberg Kridel of 
Cortez; Oliver L. Poppenberg of Sewickley, Pennsylvania, Arnold C. Poppenberg 
Jr. of Denver; nine nieces and nephews; and 15 great-nieces and great-nephews.

Celebrating 90
Holmes Beach resident Jo-an Webb 
recently celebrated her 90th birthday. 
Webb, originally from Erie, Pennsylvania, 
moved to Holmes Beach in 1970 and was 
elected in 1974 to the city council — as 
the commission was known. Her birth-
day was April 12, and she celebrated 
with four children, nine grandchildren, 
14 great-grandchildren and one niece 
at the Island Beach Club in Holmes 
Beach. Family visited from Oregon, 
California, Utah, Colorado, Illinois, 
Maryland, South Carolina and Vir-
ginia. Local family includes Pat and 
Dave Moynihan, Tracey and Miguel 
Rosa, Vail Wagner, Nicole and Matthew Plummer 
and Tom and Suzanne Thomas. Islander Courtesy Photos

Travels
From island to 
Ireland
Barry and Alayne 
Treacher, who reside 
in Derry in Northern 
Ireland, visit Anna Maria 
Island every year, staying 
in a Sunbow Bay home 
owned by friends Jeff 
and Pam Davis, who visit 
Northern Ireland annu-
ally. The Treachers write, 
“We thought you would 
like to see photos of The 
Islander in Derry” and 
they sent a photo of the 
Peace Bridge. Islander 
Courtesy Photo

OBITUARIES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

An HBPD
welcome
Kyle Skubick, 8, 
of Orlando, the 
visiting grandson 
of Holmes Beach 
residents Bruce 
and Cherrie Birk-
man, winds up a 
March 23 tour of 
the Holmes Beach 
police station with 
Chief Bill Tokajer 
and Offi cer Josh 
Fleischer. The offi -
cers showed Kyle 
each room in the 
station, including 
the retaining cell, 
where Kyle asked 
to try on the hand-
cuffs, which, of 
course, the offi cers 
declined. Islander 
Courtesy Photo: 
Bruce Birkman

At your service
 Obituaries are provided as a community service in The Islander newspa-
per to residents and family of residents, both past and present, as well as to 
those people with ties to Anna Maria Island. Information may be submitted 
to news@islander.org. Paid obituaries are available by calling sales rep Toni 
Lyon at 941-778-7978 or by email, toni@islander.org.
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Cops & Court
By Kathy Prucnell, Islander Reporter

By Kathy PrucnellStreetlife

Case closed on pier arrest
 The 12th Circuit State Attorney’s Office closed 
the case of a Bradenton woman arrested for allegedly 
punching a server at the Rod & Reel Pier restaurant 
less than two months after the incident.
 Holmes Beach police arrested Jessica Nunemaker 
Feb. 25 after an alleged altercation between Nune-
maker and the server at the restaurant at 875 N. Shore 
Drive. Anna Maria.
 Nunemaker told police she was upset with kids 
doing drugs on the pier, according to the HBPD 
report.
 The victim did not respond to the state’s request 
for an interview and, without the witness testimony, 
the state could not prove the battery charge suggested 
by police, a prosecutor wrote in an April 18 memo to 
the HBPD.
 The state will review the decision if the victim con-
tacts the office or the HBPD supplements its report.

Bradenton woman crashes, 
arrested for DUI

 A two-car crash April 22 east of the Cortez Road 
Bridge led the Florida Highway Patrol to arrest a Bra-
denton motorist for driving impaired — a DUI arrest 
at more than three times the legal limit.
 Dispatched at 2:28 a.m., deputies reported finding 

Margaret Keegan, 57, in a vehicle and 
showing signs of impairment.
 According to the report, her vehi-
cle struck another car after she failed 
to brake at a stop sign at 127th Street 
West. No injuries were reported.
 Keegan told the deputy she was 
driving from a friend’s house and 

drank three glasses of wine with food.
 At the request of the FHP, Keegan agreed to field-
sobriety tests, which she performed poorly, according 
to a deputy’s report. She was transported to the Mana-
tee County jail.
 Keegan provided two breath samples at the jail. 
Both measured 0.276 blood-alcohol content. The legal 
limit is 0.08.
 In addition to the DUI charge, the FHP ticketed 
Keegan for running a stop sign.
 She was granted a supervised release at her first 
court appearance.
 Keegan’s arraignment is set for 8:25 a.m. Wednes-
day, May 23, at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 
1051 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.

Keegan

BB chalks up court win in 
derelict vessel case 

 Enforcement efforts by Bradenton Beach police 
led to an April 3 ruling in 12th Circuit Court against 
an owner of a derelict vessel in the anchorage south 
of the Historic Bridge Street Pier.
 Judge Renee Inman found John Avery guilty on 
misdemeanor counts for failing to register the boat and 
violating the state law against derelict vessels.
 Her judgment states it is unlawful for a person to 
store, leave or abandon a vessel that is wrecked, junked 
or dismantled “upon any public waters of the state.”

Island police blotter
Anna Maria
 April 27, 100 block of Tarpon St., stolen bike. An 
unsecured bicycle was stolen.
 May 8, 100 block of Tern Drive, domestic. A 
man called 911 for a domestic disturbance involv-
ing a family member and another person who’d left 
the scene before Manatee County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrived. No violence was reported.
 Anna Maria is policed by MCSO.
Bradenton Beach
 April 29, 100 block of Bridge Street, license. Bra-
denton Beach police arrested a 32-year-old woman for 
driving with a suspended license after she was seen 
stumbling out of the Sports Lounge and warned not 
to drive. Thirty minutes later, officers observed her 
driving her vehicle west on Bridge Street, where she 
struck a curb and failed to maintain a single lane. She 
was transported to the Manatee County jail.
 May 2-5, 200 Bridge St. anchorage, abandoned 
boat. A vacated cabin cruiser broke anchor, floated to 
the Historic Bridge Street Pier and rested there until 
someone tied it to an anchored vessel. The cruiser 
was left open to the weather, stripped of engine parts 
and the family of the deceased owner told police they 
didn’t want anything to do with it.
 May 4, 200 Bridge St. anchorage, derelict boat. 
Bradenton Beach police inspected a white sailboat 
taking on water with open hatches. The boat contained 
paint cans and other garbage. Police attempts to con-
tact the owner, who hadn’t been observed on the vessel 
for months, were unsuccessful.
 May 4, 200 Bridge St. anchorage, abandoned boat. 
A cabin cruiser, named Claire Sea, was inspected and 

found listing in 4 feet of water. Police made attempts 
to determine the ownership, to no avail.
 May 4, 200 Bridge St., anchorage, abandoned boat. 
No registration or identifying marks were found on a 
catamaran with large holes left open to the elements. 
Police attempts to determine ownership were unsuc-
cessful.
 Bradenton Beach is policed by BBPD.
Cortez
 April 27, Florida Maritime Museum, 4415 119th 
St. W., warrant arrest/trespass. MCSO issued trespass 
warnings to a man and a woman found loitering on the 
property. A deputy determined the woman was wanted 
on a warrant out of Sarasota County. She was arrested 
and transported to the Manatee County jail. The man 
was fingerprinted and left the scene.
 Cortez is policed by MCSO.
Holmes Beach
 April 30, 5600 block of Flotilla Drive, theft. 
Two personal watercrafts, a trailer and a motor were 
reported stolen. The items were valued at $12,500. 
Fingerprints were taken.
 May 3, 500 block of Gulf Drive, marijuana. 
Holmes Beach police pulled over a Bradenton man for 
a seat belt violation, noted the odor of burnt cannabis, 
found 12 grams of marijuana in his pocket and cited 
him with violating a city drug possession ordinance.
 May 3, Hurricane Hanks Pub & Grill, 5346 Gulf 
Drive, fraud. A woman in her 50s and a man in his 30s 
ate and drank at an outside table and failed to pay their 
$64.67 tab. They gave the waitress a prepaid money 
card that was declined for insufficient funds and left 
before the server returned. The couple also took a beer 
glass. Police checked the area for the suspects, but 

found none.
 May 4, 65th Street beach access. Three bikes were 
found and placed at the HBPD for safekeeping.
 May 4, 400 block of 63rd Street, burglary/theft. 
An envelope with $1,000 that had been left in a book 
on a shelf was found empty on the floor. A broken 
key was found stuck in the front door. The reporting 
party told police he had received an email from his 
owner, Dolores Baker Real Estate, advising keys to 
rental properties had been stolen.
 May 4, 400 block of 63rd Street, suspicious cir-
cumstances. A man told police responding to a nearby 
burglary that he had found his door open and items out 
of place when he woke the day before. There were no 
signs of forced entry and nothing missing.
 May 5, D.Coy Ducks Bar & Grille, 5410 Marina 
Drive, theft. A bicycle parked for a short time outside 
the bar was reported stolen.
 May 6, 5300 block on the beach, alcohol. A 
21-year-old man was observed drinking a can of beer. 
The police report states he saw the no-alcohol signs 
but continued to drink because “you know.” He was 
issued a citation.
 May 9, Manatee Public Beach, lost property. A 
woman reported two diamond rings lost after placing 
them in her bikini top to put on sunscreen. She valued 
the rings at $151,000.
 May 10, 200 block of 72nd Street, noise. At 1:12 
a.m., police were dispatched for loud music. An officer 
measured the sound at 58 decibels. The renter was 
ticketed because the noise was greater than 50 decibels 
after 10 p.m. The renter apologized.
 Holmes Beach is policed by HBPD.
 Streetlife is based on incident reports and narra-
tives from the BBPD, HBPD and MCSO.

HBPD arrests Bradenton man 
in stolen Lexus

 A 37-year-old Bradenton man was caught in a 
2002 silver Lexus a day after a Holmes Beach woman 
reported it stolen.
 Nicholas Kimon was arrested May 3 by Holmes 

Beach police for grand theft auto and 
driving with a revoked license as a 
habitual offender in the 2800 block 
of Gulf Drive.
 The woman reported the Lexus 
stolen May 2 after a burglary at Delo-
res Baker Real Estate, 2810 Gulf 
Drive.

 Officer Alan Desantis ran the tag as he observed 
Kimon driving the Lexus and appearing nervous in 
the 2800 block of Avenue E, according to an HBPD 
report.
 When Kimon saw the officer, he pulled the Lexus 
into a parking lot on Gulf Drive.
 Kimon told police he had seen the Lexus on the 
street, with keys in the ignition, and decided to take the 
vehicle, which had been ticketed, according to Desan-
tis’ report.
 He also told police he intended to bring the vehicle 
to the address on the ticket.
 Two briefcases with paperwork, keys, credit cards, 
checkbook and other items police connected to the 
burglary were found in the Lexus.
 The items were returned to the owner.
 In addition to the grand theft and license charges, 
HBPD determined Kimon was wanted for a burglary 
warrant out of Manatee County.
 He was arrested and transported to Manatee 
County jail.
 Assigned a $3,000 bond, Kimon remained in the 
Manatee County jail at press time.
 His arraignment is set at 9 a.m. Friday, June 1, in 
the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 Manatee 
Ave. W., Bradenton.

Kimon

Homeless man arrested for 
Holmes Beach burglary

 A 27-year-old man stayed the night at a friend’s 
house without permission and was arrested for bur-
glary.
      John Villecco Jr., listed as home-

less, was arrested May 2 by Holmes 
Beach police for burglary of an unoc-
cupied dwelling and criminal mischief 
in the 5600 block of Gulf Drive.
 When Villecco’s friend returned 
home, he found his door open and the 
man sleeping on his couch.

 According to the police report, Villecco allegedly 
trashed the house and wrote on the door.
 Villecco’s friend wanted him to leave, so he took 
him to the Manatee Public Beach, called 911 and 
pressed the charge.
 Villecco told police he entered his friend’s home 
because he was scared and needed help.
 He said he didn’t remember writing on the door 
but “had things in his head I just needed to get out,” 
the police report stated.
 Villecco was arrested and transported to the Mana-
tee County jail, where he posted $7,620 bond and was 
released.
 His arraignment is set at 9 a.m. Friday, June 1, in 
the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 Manatee 
Ave. W., Bradenton.

Villecco
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3 abandoned boats, 1 derelict vessel tagged in Bradenton Beach anchorage 
By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Bradenton Beach police took the first step to 
enforce a new ordinance.
 BBPD Lt. John Cosby and Officer Eric Hill tagged 
four boats — one derelict and three abandoned vessels 
— May 8 with florescent orange removal orders while 
patrolling the city’s jurisdiction in Sarasota Bay.
 The city received state authority in June 2006 to 
exercise police powers in the bay, about 500-800 feet 
from its mainland borders to the Intracoastal Water-
way. The city also was granted 500 feet of jurisdiction 
into the Gulf of Mexico.
 And, under the ordinance adopted by the city com-
mission in April, the BBPD will continue to operate 
a derelict and abandoned vessel program Cosby has 
administered for the city since 2011.
 With the latest boats tagged, Cosby will have 
removed 31 abandoned and derelict vessels during 
his tenure.
 “The four we did today were problem childs,” he 
said May 8, adding the new ordinance will provide 
hearing opportunities recommended by the state for 
boats considered derelict.
 For derelict boats, where ownership is known, 

people have 21 days to ask for a hearing and, if no 
hearing is requested, they will have 45 days to remove 
the vessel.
 Posting in city hall is required if the owner does 
not reside on the boat, Cosby said. 
 For the abandoned boats, the new ordinance gives 
boat owners five days to claim their boats before the 
city begins the removal process. 
 Cosby said he’d been waiting for the new ordi-
nance to begin removals under his 2017-18 $20,000 
budget and the $9,300 remaining from last year’s allo-
cation.
 The cost to remove each vessel runs about $3,000-
$5,000. The city contracts with N.E. Taylor Boatworks 
of Cortez to extract the boats and is reimbursed by 
the West Coast Inland Navigational District through a 
partnership with Manatee County.
 The Sea Claire, the abandoned vessel tagged May 
8, may cost more because it’s taken on water, Cosby 
said.
 State law provides law enforcement with author-

ity to remove derelict and abandoned vessels, which 
can become threats to navigation, the environment and 
cause damage to property during storms.
 Cosby said none of the four vessels currently pose 
environmental threats.
 The anchorage community includes about 40 ves-
sels.
 Police say regular BBPD patrols over the past 
several years have improved the boaters’ compliance 
to registration and equipment violations, including 
improper navigational or anchor lights.
 “And that’s all we are asking — to become compli-
ant,” Cosby said.
 BBPD Officer Eric Hill, who patrols the anchor-
age, also noted a reduction in calls for police service. 
 With the boat removals, Hill said, people who have 
returned from prison and others looking for living 
quarters on abandoned or derelict boats “have moved 
on.”
 “You’re not giving them a place to stay,” he 
added.

Bradenton Beach 
Police Officer Steve 
Masi looks out May 
9 on the anchorage 
adjacent to the His-
toric Bridge Street 
Pier as he talks 
about removing 
derelict and aban-
doned vessels from 
the area. Islander 
Photos: Kathy 
Prucnell

Two abandoned boats in the anchorage on the bay-
front in Bradenton Beach were tagged May 8.



24 n May 16, 2018 n THE ISLaNDER

Anna Maria Oyster Bar

You'll feel like family!

Visit us online for menu,
specials, locations, & more 

at OysterBar.net

Tacos   Burgers   Seafood

Breakfast ~ Lunch ~ Dinner
7:30am - 10pm Daily

Live Music ~ Gulf View Patio
Happy Hour 12-6 Daily & All Day Sunday

Family Friendly...bring the kiddos!

www.WickedCantina.com

101  7th Street N., Bradenton Beach Fl. 34217 (941) 281-2990
NEW ~ Fall 2017!  1603 N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, Fl. (941) 706-2395

A stretch of Sara-
sota Bay south of 
El Conquistador 
Parkway is where 
the DEP approved 
a permit to Long 
Bar Pointe for a 
mitigation bank. 
Islander Photo: 
Jack Elka

DEP secretary approves mitigation bank for Aqua developer
By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 The Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection’s top official signed the order everyone 
expected.
 Secretary Noah Valenstein issued a mitigation bank 
permit April 27 to Long Bar Pointe LLLP, a Carlos 
Beruff and Larry Lieberman partnership, to operate a 
260-acre wetland mitigation bank in Sarasota Bay.
 Valenstein’s fi nal order denied nine exceptions 
fi led by former Manatee County Commissioner Joe 
McClash and adopted a March 6 recommendation from 
Administrative Law Judge D.R. Alexander.
 McClash said May 1 he expected Valenstein’s 
decision, that Alexander is known as pro-developer 
judge and “the system is pretty corrupt.”
 “What’s really wrong is the DEP’s lack of ensuring 
environmental protection,” McClash said.
 He also criticized the agency for allocating credits 
for threats to the ecosystem, such as mangrove cutting 
and buoys placed outside the bank that would attract 
boaters into protected areas of seagrass beds.
 Sarasota Bay is designated an Outstanding Florida 
Waterway by the state, which, according to state law, 
prohibit DEP from issuing permits for discharge or 
activities that degrade the water.
 McClash called the bank “a phony mitigation 
bank,” saying the decision runs against the agency’s 
own rules, “defi es logic” and “sets a bad precedent.”
 Long Bar Pointe developers’ representative Pete 
Logan emailed May 5: “We continue to have no com-
ment.”
 Activities at the bank adjacent to the developers’ 
county-approved Aqua by the Bay, however, aren’t 
likely to begin anytime soon.
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers also must 
sign off on the 18.01-credit mitigation bank — and 
“nothing new” has been submitted since the Beruff-
Lieberman entity was turned away in 2017 on a similar 
plan, according to a May 3 email from Corps’ public 
affairs specialist Nakeir Nobles.
 Banks are permitted under a federal and state miti-
gation banking instrument, which allows operators to 
sell credits to developers to offset wetland destruction 
elsewhere. Each credit, costing $100,000-$200,000, 

translates to roughly an acre of restoration.
 Leading to the DEP decision was a petition fi led 
by McClash, Cortez-based Florida Institute for Salt-
water Heritage and Suncoast Waterkeeper. The envi-
ronmentalists presented experts and objected to the 
DEP permitting at a two-day December 2017 hearing 
presided over by Alexander.
 FISH and Suncoast Waterkeeper dropped out of 
the fray after the ALJ’s March decision, citing cost and 
litigation issues. “The only thing left is what the Army 
Corps does,” FISH vice president Jane von Hahmann 
said May 2, adding she’d expected the DEP decision.

 Von Hahmann also expressed doubt about whether 
Beruff will pursue the mitigation bank now that some 
of the developers’ amenities, such as an upland marina, 
were taken out the county-approved plans.
 Manatee County approved Aqua in October 2017 
for 19, 95-foot-tall condos and an unknown number of 
35-to 75-foot high-rises — a decision also being chal-
lenged by Suncoast Waterkeeper, McClash and other 
environmentalists.
 McClash said he’s leaning toward an appeal of the 
Valenstein decision, which would be required by the 
end of May, “just to hold them accountable.”

Longboat Key man walks into traffi c, dies
 A man on his 85th birthday was on his morning 
walk.
 Warren Roberts, 85, of Longboat Key, died at 6 
a.m. May 8 after he entered the path of two northbound 
vehicles in the 6800 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
according to a Florida Highway Patrol report.
 Roberts was walking west from the east side of the 
Gulf of Mexico Drive near the Whitney Beach Plaza, 
the report stated.
 Longboat Key police responded at 6:02 a.m., 
closed Gulf of Mexico Drive between the 6700 block 

and Broadway Street and posted a screen and perimeter 
around the deceased. The FHP arrived at 9:15 a.m.
 “He was out on his morning walk,” Longboat Key 
Police Chief Pete Cumming said, who added it was his 
birthday.
 “That’s just what he does. His wife told him to take 
his hearing aid, but he forgot it and got hit.”
 A 2016 Hyundai Tuscan that was the fi rst vehicle 
to strike Roberts was totaled in the accident, according 
to the FHP.
 The Hyundai was driven by Richard Sullo, 71, 
of Palmetto, who was transported to Blake Medical 
Center in Bradenton due to chest pains after the colli-
sion, the report stated.
 FHP reported a second vehicle, a 2008 Mercedes 
ML 350, also struck Roberts after the fi rst collision.
 The motorist, Cheri Zupa, 41, of Longboat Key, 
and a 15-year-old passenger, were in the Mercedes 
SUV, according to the report.
 No charges were issued.
 — Kathy Prucnell

We TWeeT 
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941.778.6614 
3007 GULF DRIVE HOLMES BEACH 

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED!

OPEN 7 DAYS

CATERING – we deliver
 for large parties

Anna Maria Oyster Bar 

Pieron
the

Waterfront Dining at

Open Daily • 8am-9pm 
Breakfast 8am-11am • Weekend Brunch 11am-2pm  

200 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach, FL • OysterBar.net

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Call (941) 778-AMOB (2662) for Beach-to-Pier Shuttle!

941.778.1320
http://schnitzel.house
3246 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

Special: Chilled Cucumber Soup 
German Kassler Smoked Porkchop served 
with Sauerkraut and Side SaladHAXEN 

FRI-SAT NIGHTS (reserve ahead) Dinner 

Monday-Saturday 5-9

Click!
 The Islander welcomes news of the milestones 
in readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, births, 
deaths, travels and other events. Submit notices and 
photographs to news@islander.org.

Freewheeling freedom
 My fi rst bicycle was a single-speed, red Roadmas-
ter with hard tires, training wheels and red-and-white 
streamers on the handlebars.

 I rode the Roadmaster up and 
down sidewalks and driveways and, 
when no adults were around, over 
curbs into the street. On my Road-
master, I was free to go.
 A couple of years later, train-
ing wheels tossed in the basement, 
I received my second bike for my 

seventh birthday. It was a Sears FreeSpirit, with fi ve 
speeds, U.S.A.-themed decals and red-and-white 
streamers on the handlebar.
 I road the FreeSpirit to the park, the neighborhood 
IGA store and the corner pizza place, but mostly I rode 
around my block and to see friends. On my FreeSpirit, 
I was free to go.
 Eight years passed and then I spent six-months of 
earnings from an after-school job on a red, Raleigh 
road bike, with 12 speeds, skinny tires, drop handle-
bars and no streamers. I mostly rode my Raleigh to 

Neff

By Lisa Neff

work. Still, on the bike, I felt free.
 Today, I ride a hybrid Trek. I stayed with red, 
increased the speeds to 18, and, after repeated fl ats on 
island roads, went back to hard tires.
 I’d been riding to work, around my neighborhood 
and through Robinson Preserve.
 But I recently discovered how easy it is to forego 
freewheeling fun for quick convenience. I was riding 
my bike three days a week to The Islander offi ce until 
my parents — snowbirds with a condo in Madeira 
Beach — returned to Illinois for the summer and left 
me their “beach” SUV.
 They left three weeks ago and my bike hasn’t been 
out of its closet.
 Why? I’m wondering.

 Think about this: Pedaling is free; driving the par-
ents’ SUV runs about $40 a week for gasoline.
 On bike rides, I say “hey” to other cyclists and 
walkers. Driving the parents’ SUV, I grumble about 
other motorists going too slow or too fast. 
 When cycling to work, I’d pause on the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge or take a break at Kingfi sh Boat 
Ramp to look for dolphins, watch brown pelicans make 
crazy feet-fi rst landings and count the jumping fi sh. 
When driving to work, I brake for nothing but that 
required by law.
 There are so many good reasons to ride a bike 
— for recreation, commuting, fi tness and, of course, 
conservation of natural resources.
 This month is National Bike Month, a campaign 
launched in 1956 by the League of American Cyclists 
to encourage people to get rolling again.
 On Anna Maria Island, the Holmes Beach Police 
Department and Anna Maria Elementary mark National 
Bike Month with offi cers joining students on a cycle 
to the school campus on Bike to School Day.
 But National Bike Month is celebrated with more 
hoopla and hurrah in other communities that hold 
Bike to Work Day events, bike swaps and bike rodeos, 
cycling seminars and Mother’s Day rides. Some com-
munities screen bike-themed movies (I’ll declare 
“Breaking Away” as the best of them) and some coor-
dinate open street events, where roads are closed to 
motor vehicles and cyclists are free to ride.
 I’d love to see an open street event on Anna Maria 
Island in May 2019. Can we make that happen in a 
place where we sometimes hear opposition to a bike 
path? 
 Perhaps that’s the reason we need to “ride free.” 

And they’re off! 
Students follow 
“Offi cer Josh” 
for a morning 
ride to Anna 
Maria Elemen-
tary as part of 
Bike to School 
Day, a national 
program to 
increase activity, 
slow traffi c and 
improve commu-
nities. Islander 
Photo: Bianca 
Benedí

Longboat Key 
police respond 

May 8 to a fatal 
pedestrian acci-
dent in the 6800 
block of Gulf of 

Mexico Drive on 
Longboat Key. 

Islander Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell
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Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders

LIGHT TACKLE • FLY
Over 30 years experience in local waters • USCG Licensed
Full / Half Day Trips • 941.387.8383 (H) • 941.232.8636 (C)

www.captainwarren.com  Facebook: Captain Warren

Fishing Charters
Capt. Warren Girle

INSHORE
Redfi sh 
Snook

OFFSHORE
Snapper
Grouper

G C

Capt. Warren Girle
RE O

S
G

TideWatch
Red tide not found in Manatee
 Karenia brevis, the Florida red tide organism, was 
not detected in Manatee County the week ending May 
11. Red tide was detected elsewhere in the region.
 For more information about red tide in Florida, go 
to myfwc.com/redtidestatus.

Active AMI We know you’re adventuresome — 
kayaking, hiking, swimming, surfi ng, paddleboarding, 
birdwatching and more. We invite you to share your 
local action shots with our readers. Submit your digital 
images with content info to news@islander.org.

IN-HOUSE PROFESSIONAL ROD REPAIR

ISLAND DISCOUNT TACKLE
5503 MARINA DRIVE

at KEYES MARINA, HB

Open Daily 7AM
941-779-2838

Major Credit Cards Accepted

 Visit us at … www.IslandDiscountTackle.com

1 team chases perfection in center’s adult soccer league
By Kevin P. Cassidy

Islander Reporter
 Soccer rules, as the saying goes on Anna Maria 
Island, meaning it’s No. 1.
 With only two weeks of action remaining in the 
adult soccer league at the Center of Anna Maria Island, 
Legler & Flynn Law is 6-0 and alone in fi rst place. 

Lancaster Design is on L&F’s heels 
though, sporting a 5-1 record. Slim’s 
Place follows with a 3-1-2 record in 
third place. Sato Real Estate is at 3-3. 
Ross Built, Moss Builders, Mar/Kis 
Insurance and Acqua Aveda follow in 
the standings in order. 
 Legler & Flynn opened May 10 

action with a 5-2 victory over Ross Built behind two 
goals apiece from Diego Felipe and Chris LeClainche. 
Shay Coleman added a goal, while Steve Oelfke and 
Felipe combined on seven saves in goal.
 Ross Built was led by a goal and an assist from 
Ryan Hogan and a goal from Chris Culhane. Chris 
Klotz added an assist and Robb Marshall made six 
saves in the loss.
 Mar/Kis Insurance edged Sato Real Estate 3-2 in 
the second game of the evening behind a goal and 
an assist from Tony Morales and a goal each from 
Joel Sanchez and Manoj Kumar Poudel. Mario Prino 
helped preserve the victory with fi ve saves between 
the pipes.
 Eliza Faillace scored twice to lead Sato Real 
Estate, which also received an assist in the loss from 
Josh Sato and four saves from Jordan Demers.
 Lancaster Design rolled to a 5-1 victory over Moss 
Builders behind two goals and an assist from Robert 
Armstrong and a goal and an assist from Ricky Ander-
son and Sumiko Chipman. Daniel Anderson completed 
the win with a goal, while Michael Lewis made four 
saves.
 Jessica Williams notched the lone goal for Moss 
Builders on an assist from Chris Scott, while Josh 
Bernet made three saves in the loss.
 Slim’s Place outscored Acqua Aveda 5-4 to close 
out the May 10 action behind a hat trick from Rico 
Beissert and a goal each from PJ Smargisso and Nate 
Welch. Andre Lewis had an assist and Smargisso made 
seven saves in the victory.
 Jake Parsons scored three goals in the loss and 
Shea Yates added a goal.

1 week remains for youth soccer
 With only one game remaining in the spring sched-
ule, the standings in the youth soccer league at the 
Center of Anna Maria Island are tight. Bins Be Clean 
is alone in fi rst place with a 3-1-1 record, but Progres-
sive Cabinetry and Signarama are on their heels with 
matching 2-1-2 records. Planet Stone isn’t far behind 

Cassidy

with a 2-2-1 record, while Salty Printing is locked in 
last place, still in search of a win.
 Action on May 12 kicked off with Planet Stone 
slipping past Signarama by a 1-0 score. Riley Lawson 
notched the lone goal for Planet Stone, while Beckham 
Factor made fi ve saves to help preserve the victory.
 Kendall Rice made a save for Signarama in the 
loss.
 The second game of the day saw Bins Be Clean 
earn a 3-1 victory over Salty Printing behind a hat 
trick from Jackson Pakbaz and fi ve saves from Victor 
Albrecht.
 Jack Mattick scored the lone goal for Salty Print-
ing, which also received three saves in the loss from 
Jack McCarthy.
 The last game of the day saw Signarama and Pro-
gressive Cabinetry battle to a 1-1 tie.

Key Royale news
 Golf action at the Key Royale Club teed off with 
the men playing their regular nine-hole, modifi ed-Sta-
bleford system match May 7. Hoyt Miller earned club-
house bragging rights after carding a score of plus-5 
to edge second-place fi nisher Dave Richardson by a 
point.
 The women took to the course May 8 for a nine-
hole, individual-low-net match in four fl ights.
 Phyllis Roe grabbed the top spot in Flight A with 
a 1-under-par 31, one shot better than Debi Wohlers. 
Pam Lowry fi red a 1-over-par 33 to fi nish in third 
place.
 Pam Alvord’s even-par 32 gave her fi rst place in 
Flight B by one stroke over second-place fi nisher Sue 
Christenson.
 Carol Duncan fi red a morning best, 3-under-par 

29 to take fi rst place in Flight C. Sue Wheeler fi nished 
alone in second with a 1-under-par 31.
 The men were back on the course May 10 for a 
nine-hole scramble. The team of Chuck Patrick, Mark 
Schlenker and Larry Solberg combined on an 8-under-
par 24 to earn clubhouse bragging rights for the day. 
The team of Gerry Dahl, Jon Holcomb, Bob O’Keefe 
and Ron Vandeman came in second with a 5-under-par 
27.

Horseshoe news
 Horseshoe action at the Anna Maria City Hall 
horseshoe pits was short and sweet this past week, as 
both champs were outright winners.
 May 9 action saw the team of Steve Doyle and 
Neil Hennessey post the lone 3-0 pool-play record to 
win the day’s proceedings.
 Bob Heiger and Rod Bussey matched that feat and 
were champs for the May 12 horseshoe action.
 Play gets underway at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selec-
tion. 
 There is no charge to play and everyone is wel-
come.

AM City Pier tides; Cortez high tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW Moon

May 16 2:10a 1.6 12:23p 2.7 6:04a 1.1 8:03p -0.5
May 17 3:14a 1.5 1:00p 2.8 6:28a 1.2 8:55p -0.5
May 18 4:32a 1.4 1:43p 2.7 6:52a 1.3 9:53p -0.5
May 19 2:32p 2.6 — — 10:54p -0.4 — — 
May 20 3:31p 2.4 — — 11:57p -0.2 — — 
May 21 8:25a 1.5 4:49p 2.1 10:35a 1.4 — — 
May 22 8:49a 1.6 6:33p 1.9 12:58a 0.0 12:54p 1.3 1st
May 23 9:15a 1.8 8:19p 1.7 1:54a 0.2 2:33p 1.1

Legler & 
Flynn Law 
player Diego 
Felipe has 
his eye on the 
ball during 
May 10 adult 
soccer action 
at the Center 
of Anna 
Maria Island. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Courtesy Erin 
Felipe
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By Capt. Danny Stasny
Islander Reporter

 With the recent arrival of tarpon, I’d say the plate 
is now full for anglers visiting and fi shing around Anna 
Maria Island.
 The smell of tarpon is in the air. It’s time to dust 
off your tarpon tackle and make sure everything is in 

working order. There is no fi sh in our 
waters that is harder on tackle than 
the silver king — so make sure you’re 
covered. 
 Other fi shing around Anna Maria 
is as follows. 
 Inshore, spotted seatrout are a 
mainstay. Stunning numbers of fi sh 

over 20 inches are being caught with live bait. Don’t 
forget, you want to return these big females back to 
the water in good shape so they can procreate. Plus, 
the big trout aren’t as tasty as the smaller ones. 
 Catch-and-release snook fi shing is proving to be 
a hot topic for anglers. This is the time of year to fi nd 
snook cruising the shoreline along the Gulf beaches. 
And that means sight-casting. There is not a more 
exciting way to target these fi sh. Plus, you have oppor-
tunities to cast at some big fi sh — 40-plus inches.
 Come to think of it, while you’re working the 
beach, don’t forget to bring a pompano jig. These elu-
sive little gold nuggets can be found cruising up and 
down the shoreline foraging on sand fl eas and coqui-
nas. If the snook aren’t cooperating — and they’re 
catch and release — you’ll have to suffer with pom-
pano in the fry pan — oh darn.
 Fishing offshore at the wrecks and reefs is provid-
ing good action on a variety of fi sh — permit, Spanish 
macks, amberjack, blackfi n tuna and bonito. Catch all 
in one day and you’ve earned your stripes.
 On my fi shing excursions with Southernaire char-
ters, I’m concentrating on catching big trout in Sarasota 
Bay. The largest so far is 28 inches but I’m looking for 
a 30-incher. Most trout are in the slot of 15-20 inches. 
While targeting the trout, I’m also fi nding bluefi sh, 
mackerel and jack crevalle.
 Catch-and-release snook fi shing is providing plenty 
of sport for my clients. Fishing the fl ats is resulting in 
some good fi sh, but fi shing the beaches and passes is 
proving to be even better.
 Lastly, fi shing around the artifi cial reefs is result-
ing in mangrove snapper and many Spanish mackerel. 
Both are being caught on live shiners. Large barra-
cuda also are present, which adds some variety to the 
action.
 Capt. Warren Girle says he’s fishing a month-
of-May pattern. Translation: tarpon. To target these 
elusive silver torpedoes, Girle is casting live crabs 
into schooling fi sh. Free-lined crabs combined with a 
60-pound fl uorocarbon leader and a 6/0 circle hook is 

Southernaire Fishing Charters

941.465.8932
AnnaMariaFishing

Guide.com

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

Fishing bows to the king, the return of the silver king

Stasny

getting the job done. Most catches are 60-100 pounds, 
with bigger fi sh mixed in.
 Reef fi shing offshore also is producing action for 
Girle’s clients. Numerous kingfi sh are being caught 
by free-lining large shiners around reefs and wrecks. 
Bottom fi shing in these same areas is resulting in man-
grove snapper and juvenile grouper.
 Capt. Aaron Lowman is spending most of his days 
hovering around the offshore reefs and wrecks. Due to 
the vast amounts of bait in these areas, numerous pred-
atory fi sh are present and conditions are ripe. Kingfi sh, 
mackerel, cobia and bonito can be found during morn-
ing excursions out to the reefs. Mangrove snapper and 
gag grouper are taking the hook, too.
 Shark encounters are frequent for Lowman while 
patrolling around the reefs and wrecks. Most com-
monly seen are blacktip and spinner sharks, plus an 
occasional tiger shark.
 When not fi shing in the Gulf of Mexico, Lowman 
is targeting spotted seatrout throughout the fl ats of 
Sarasota Bay. Numerous slot and just-under slot fi sh 
are being caught.
 Jim Malfese at the Rod & Reel Pier is seeing a 
variety of species being reeled up to the deck. The return 
of Spanish mackerel is a welcome sight, although these 
fi sh are only present when large schools of bait fi sh sur-
round the pier. Flounder, black drum and redfi sh also are 
being caught with regularity. Casting live shrimp under 
the pier is the key to success for these fi sh. 
 Lastly, large snook can be seen cruising in the 
shadow under the pier. Large baits, such as pinfi sh or 
ladyfi sh, are the baits of choice.
 Capt. Rick Gross of Fishy Business Charters — 
there’s a name we haven’t heard in a while. After a 
brief hiatus to enjoy his newborn granddaughter, Gross 
is back on the water with a purpose. And that purpose 

is to catch fi sh. According to Gross, spotted seatrout 
are the go-to species for those who want to catch a fi sh 
dinner. Patches of grass in 3-6 feet of water is where 
Gross is fi nding the most fi sh. Although many of the 
trout being caught are in the 14-inch range — just an 
inch shy of the size limit — Gross is managing to put 
limits of slot-size fi sh in the cooler for his clients. 
 Catch-and-release snook fi shing is proving good 
for Gross. Numerous fi sh — 22-26 inches — and a 
nice slot-size fi sh every so often are taking the bait.
 Lastly, Gross says tarpon should really fi re off with 
the new moon in June.
 Capt. David White of Anna Maria Charters is tar-
geting tarpon on the fl y. Hookups are occurring on fl ies 
like “tarpon bunnies” and eel patterns. 
 White says he’s impressed with the number of 
kingfi sh being caught offshore and Spanish mackerel 
are present in the same areas.
 Also, mangrove snapper are being caught with 
regularity on the artifi cial reefs.
 Capt. Jason Stock is on patrol offshore, with good 
results. He reports permit are hooking up on live crabs 
around offshore reefs and wrecks. Amberjack and 
blackfi n tuna also are on the menu, attracted to both 
artifi cials and live bait. The same applies for kings and 
Stock says slow-trolled bait is getting the job done. 
 Send high-resolution photos and fi shing reports to 
fi sh@islander.org.

941-323-7892

THE ORIGINAL 
BAIT BOAT IS BACK!

LIVE Whitebait & Crabs
On the water at the Kingfish Boat Ramp

An offshore fi shing trip May 5 proved productive 
— with a nice catch of amberjack, blackfi n tuna, 
grouper, mangrove and vermilion snapper. Pictured 
are Capt, Chris McBeath, left, Penny Reinert, Jamie 
Stephens and Rich Reinert. The Reinerts are from 
Umatilla and Stephens is from Sarasota. The captain 
said: “Weather was perfect all day, with a switch in 
winds late in the day making for a slightly bumpy 
ride in.”

Josh Chisum of California caught his fi rst tarpon — 
estimated at about 140 pounds — on a pass crab. He 
was guided May 7 by Capt. Warren Girle.
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AME calendar

By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org

Achievements
 It is the time of year for graduations, 
honors, scholarships. Please send us your student 
news. Share achievements at news@islander.org.

 • Thursday, May 17, 5:30 p.m. student art 
show reception at Studio at Gulf and Pine, 10101 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. 
 • Friday, May 18, fi eld day.
 • Monday, May 21, fi fth-grade estuary explo-
ration at Anna Maria Sound.
 • Tuesday, May 22, fourth-grade estuary explo-
ration at Anna Maria Sound.
 • Tuesday, May 22, fi fth-grade Disney World 
trip to Orlando.
 • Tuesday, May 22, 5 p.m. PTO dinner and 
6:30 p.m. kindergarten play. 
 • Wednesday, May 23, fi fth-grade luncheon in 
auditorium.
 • Thursday, May 24, 9 a.m. fi fth-grade awards 
ceremony.
 • Thursday, May 24, 1:15 p.m. early release.
 • Friday, May 25, 1:15 p.m. early release
 • Monday, May 28, Memorial Day, no 
school. 
 • Tuesday, May 29, last day of school, early 
release at 1:15 p.m. 
 Anna Maria Elementary is at 4700 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 
 For more information, call the school at 941-
708-5525.

Honors for AME alum
Jack Heckler, an Anna Maria Elementary alum and 
Manatee School for the Arts graduate, is recog-
nized May 2 at the State College of Florida’s 52nd 
annual Bernie Awards Ceremony. The recipient of 
a full scholarship in theater, Heckler appeared in 
four stage productions at the Howard Studio The-
ater this year. Nominated for fi ve awards, his role in 
“Christmastown” won recognition for “Outstanding 
Performance by an Actor in an Ensemble Role,” and 
he was awarded the “Most Promising Newcomer 
Award.” He also was inducted into the National 
Dramatic Honor Society of Delta Psi Omega. Heck-
ler will continue his studies and scholarship perfor-
mances in 2018-19 at the State College of Florida. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy Erin “Mom” Heckler

Pizza with the ‘principal’
Second-grader Caroline Wettstein, center, enjoys
a pizza party with friends — a celebration of her 
role as principal for a day. Taylor June King and 
fi rst-grader Makaira Hightower took part in her 
pizza party. 

Students create wildlife art 
for studio reception

 Anna Maria Elementary students are showing 
off their artistic skills. 
 Watercolor art created by third-, fourth- and 
fi fth-graders is on display at the Studio at Gulf 
and Pine, 10101 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, through 
May 24. 
 A reception for the exhibit will be at 5:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 17, at the studio. The public 
is invited to admire students’ creations and also 
learn about the environmental education program 
at AME. 
 The “zero-waste” event includes learning 
activities and the opportunity to purchase note-
cards with student designs. Proceeds will go to 
AME’s environmental education program.
 For more info, call AME at 941-708-5525.

Princi-pals at AME
Second-grader Caroline Wettstein enjoys her time 
in the offi ce at Anna Maria Elementary as principal 
May 8. Caroline’s family won the award at the AME 
Parent-Teacher Organization Spring Fling held in 
April. She observed classes with principal Jackie 
Featherston and visited the classrooms. Islander 
Photos: Courtesy AME/Sheila Zink

Second-grader Ava 
Larson looks over her 

shoulder from her bike 
as she makes the jour-

ney from St. Bernard 
Catholic Church to Anna 

Maria Elementary. 

Before school May 9, Holmes Beach Police Offi cer Josh Fleischer waits for AME students on bikes to line 
up behind him in the parking lot of St. Bernard Catholic Church. Islander Photos: Bianca Benedí

Cycling to AME with HBPD

By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org
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By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org

E XC LU S I V E LY  O F F E R E D  B Y

Life’s short … Buy 
the Beach House!

Live Here, Vacation Here or Invest Here
3 Bedrooms 4 Baths – Rooftop Deck – Room for a Pool –
Oversized 2-Car Garage – Waterfront with Boatlift and Dock.
Offered at $849,000

Shellie Young P.A.
Master Certified Negotiation Specialist, Certified 

Luxury Home Marketing Specialist, 
Voted “ Best in Customer Satisfaction” Sarasota 

magazine since 2015 – 5-Star Zillow Premier Agent

www.shellieyoung.com  
CELL 941.713.5458

Premier Sotheby ’s International Realty

SWEEPING GULF VIEWS: This 2bed/2bath condo 
at Anna Maria Island Club has breathtaking Gulf 
views from the living room and master bedroom. 
A rare opportunity to own at one of the most sought-
after condo complexes on the Island. $650,000

KEY ROYALE HOME: Looking for a home large 
enough to accommodate the entire family? Then 
look no further. This split plan 4bed/4bath/2car pool 
home is situated on one of the largest lots on Anna 
Maria Island. $774,000

Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson • 941-713-4755

Tribute to teachers
Volunteers Kristen Lessig and Jennifer Hartman display fl ower arrangements 
created May 11 for teachers at Anna Maria Elementary. The arrangements were 
part of AME’s teacher appreciation week, which included presenting daily gifts 
and meals to the educational staff. Islander Photo: Bianca Benedí

Anna Maria Elementary guidance counselor Susan Tabicman and a group 
of students watch as participants recall the books they’ve read. AME third-, 
fourth- and fi fth-graders participated May 11 in the Battle of the Books, which 
challenges students to recall particular books or characters with quiz questions. 
Islander Photos: Bianca Benedí

Classmates watch May 11 as fi fth-grader Lily Kawahala tries to recall what 
classic novel involves a girl who moves in with her grandfather during AME’s 
Battle of the Books. The students learned the answer to the quiz question: 
“Heidi” by Johanna Spyri.

Battle of the Books challenges students

AME kindergartners put on ‘Pajama Party’
 The kindergarten class of Anna Maria Elementary will perform the play 
“Pajama Party” at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 22, in the school auditorium.
 Before dinner, visitors will have the opportunity to enjoy a chicken-fried picnic 
dinner, hosted by the Parent-Teacher Organization and provided by Waterfront 
Restaurant, in the school cafeteria at 5 p.m. 
 Dinner includes buttermilk fried-chicken, green beans and bacon, classic mac 
and cheese, biscuits and a drink. Adult meals cost $8, and kid’s meals cost $5. 
Desserts will be offered by the PTO for an additional donation. 
 For more information or to purchase meal tickets, visit the front desk of AME, 
4700 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach.

KC’s kids
Kelly Crawford’s 
kindergartners 
pose May 11 
with fl ower 
arrangements 
for teachers. 
Crawford said 
teacher appre-
ciation week at 
AME was “fan-
tastic,” Islander 
Photo: Courtesy 
AME/Kelly 
Crawford
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BY SANDY AMBROGI

$2 @ The 
Islander,

3218 E. Bay Drive, HB.

We like 
likes

facebook.com/
IslandernewspaperMike Norman Realty

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

For professional real 
estate sales, call a 
true island native, 
born and raised on  
Anna Maria Island. 
Marianne 
Norman-Ellis. 
941.778.6696

Einzige deutsch sprachige Immobilien-Agentur
auf Anna Maria Island

Visit us :
Florida Dreams Realty of AMI, Inc.

3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Markus Siegler 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

RENTAL HOME OWNERS
q Why paying more than 15 % commission for great quality  

and outstanding service?

q Benefit from our state-of-the art tools: responsive website, 
online booking, travel insurance, safe credit card processing, 
24/7 inquiry responder, key-less check-in

q Family owned and managed: Enjoy the personal touch - be 
treated as a VIP and not like a number

q Get in touch with us and check out our favorable conditions for 
renting out and managing your rental

q We also serve you in German, French, Italian & Spanish

Office +1 941 462 4016   Cell +1 941 779 5700
Email: info@florida-dreams.com

www.florida-dreams.com

Florida Dreams Realty of AMI
3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach
Offi ce: 941-462-4016
info@fl orida-dreams.com
www.fl orida-dreams.com

KAUF – VERKAUF – VERMIETUNG

Wir beraten Sie umfassend und 
kompetent – in Ihrer Sprache! 
Wir freuen uns auf Ihren Anruf 
oder Ihren Besuch bei uns 
im Büro.
Markus Siegler, Broker

Visit us :
Florida Dreams Realty of AMI, Inc.

3340 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Markus Siegler 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

RENTAL HOME OWNERS
q Why paying more than 15 % commission for great quality  

and outstanding service?

q Benefit from our state-of-the art tools: responsive website, 
online booking, travel insurance, safe credit card processing, 
24/7 inquiry responder, key-less check-in

q Family owned and managed: Enjoy the personal touch - be 
treated as a VIP and not like a number

q Get in touch with us and check out our favorable conditions for 
renting out and managing your rental

q We also serve you in German, French, Italian & Spanish

Office +1 941 462 4016   Cell +1 941 779 5700
Email: info@florida-dreams.com

www.florida-dreams.com

E XC LU S I V E LY  O F F E R E D  B Y

Life’s short … Buy 
the Beach House

Live Here, Vacation Here or Invest Here
Currently used as a vacation rental with an Impressive NET 
income of $150K++. 4 Bedrooms 4.5 Baths - Elevator - One 
Floor Living - 4 Car Garages - Waterfront Offered at $2,200,000.

Shellie Young P.A.
Master Certified Negotiation Specialist, Certified 

Luxury Home Marketing Specialist, 
Voted “ Best in Customer Satisfaction” Sarasota 

magazine since 2015 – 5-Star Zillow Premier Agent

www.shellieyoung.com  
CELL 941.713.5458

Premier Sotheby ’s International Realty

Business owners treat
customers and cops

It’s almost as good as the real thing
Never mind how great the Philly cheesesteak sand-

wiches are or how it’s that place where everybody does 
know your name.
 It’s Slim’s Place, the neighborhood sports bar in 
Anna Maria with owners who love their customers 
almost as much as Philadelphia.
 So, it was no wonder brothers Chris and PJ Smar-
gisso hatched a plan to give kudos to both. Their plan: 
Get a replica Vince Lombardi trophy like their beloved 
Eagles won at the Super Bowl. Stage a reveal party 
with pizza, beer and cheesesteaks. Pull a “Beware of 
the Underdog” T-shirt off the trophy with great fan-
fare.
 At the May 6 Lombardi Trophy dedication party, 
Chris Smargisso thanked customers who show up 
every week during football season — and all the rest 
of the year for that matter.
 Customers passed the replica around, kissed it, 
took photos and admired the trophy. It was almost as 
good as the real thing. 
 “It was a great season,” Smargisso said. “And I 
wouldn’t have wanted to share it with anybody but 
you all right here.”
 Now, about those 76ers…..

Cops get cool in Holmes Beach
The folks at the Small Town Creamery beat the 

spring heat with cops on the beat in Holmes Beach 
with an ice cream social May 8.
 The creamery, in the Island Shopping Center at 
5404 Marina Drive, gave away about 50 free ice cream 
cones to kids and adults, all scooped by local Holmes 
Beach police offi cers. The ice cream shop also offered 
games and activities for families.
 The social was part of the Holmes Beach Police 
Department community outreach program, which 
involves getting residents and offi cers together for 
meet-and-greet events.

Holmes Beach Police Chief Bill Tokajer, front, visits 
May 8 with kids at the Small Town Creamery’s “Ice 
Cream with Cops” at the Island Shopping Center on 
Marina Drive. HBPD Sgt. Vern McGowan, left, and 
school resource offi cer Josh Fleischer, right, look on. 
Islander Photos: Courtesy Small Town Creamery

Biz news: Does your business have an announce-
ment to share? Submit your information to news@
islander.org.

Local moms and their kids settle in for some free ice 
cream during “Ice Cream with Cops” May 8 at the 
Small Town Creamery, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach, as police and code offi cers look on.

Slim’s Place PJ Smargisso and dad, Chris Smar-
gisso, show off a special-order replica of the Vince 
Lombardi trophy they had made to commemorate the 
Philadelphia Eagles 2018 Super Bowl win with the 
fans who frequent the sports bar at 9701 Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria. Islander Courtesy Photo
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BizCal By Sandy Ambrogi

Chamber events chill guests
as weather heats up

 The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce’s 
monthly business card mixer will be at 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 23, at the Hancock Whitney Bank, 5324 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 
 Join the fun with light bites and libations as the 
bank celebrates its rebranding. Cost is $5 for members 
and $10 for guests.
 RSVPs are appreciated.
 For more information about chamber events or to 
RSVP, call the offi ce at 941-778-1541 or email info@
amichamber.org. The chamber offi ce and tourist center 
are at 5313 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce will 
hold its 16th annual disaster preparedness seminar 
3:15-6 p.m. Friday, June 1, at the Resort at Longboat 
Key Club, 3000 Harbourside Drive, Longboat Key. 
Chamber members are asked to register in advance 
online for the event. 
 For information about the Longboat chamber, call 
the offi ce at 941-383-2466, go online to longboatkey-
chamber.com or visit the offi ce at 5390 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key.
 Mark your calendars and save the date!
 The annual tri-chamber Business and BBQ on 
the Bay will be 5:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 7, at 
the Resort at Longboat Key Club, 3000 Harbourside 
Drive, Bayside. Festivities include a cash bar, enter-
tainment by Mike Sales, lawn games and barbecue. 
Cost is $25 in advance and $30 at the door. Space is 
limited — so reserve now with your chamber.

Business news 
 Does your business celebrate achievements? 
Maybe you’ve just opened the doors, received an 
award or staff deserves kudos. Submit your informa-
tion to news@islander.org.

Riley-Love: an ambassador 
for AMI and beyond

By Sandy Ambrogi
Islander Reporter

 She couldn’t believe what she was hearing.
 Karen Riley-Love was taken by surprise when 
Greg Campbell began describing the winner of the 
2018 Tourism Ambassador of the Year Award.
 He was at the podium at the Powell Crosley Estate 
in Bradenton, citing the accomplishments of the winner 
of the honor from the Manatee County Tourist Devel-
opment Council. Last year’s winner, Campbell was 
preparing to pass the torch.
 “The more he talked, the more I realized he was 
talking about me,” Riley-Love said. “They had emailed 
me to be sure I was coming, but this, I never imag-
ined.”
 Each year, the TDC honors one individual who 
represents the county in the best way possible to visi-
tors.
 Nominations are made by Bradenton Area Con-
vention and Visitor Bureau community partners.
 Riley-Love’s list of accomplishments includes 
currently serving on the Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce board of directors, founding Friends of 
the DeSoto National Memorial and also serving as an 
offi cer. In addition, she worked on an initiative encour-
aging youth support at national parks.
 Riley-Love was director of the Florida Maritime 
Museum 2011-14, curating historically significant 
materials relevant to Southwest Florida’s maritime 
culture. While there, she wrote and secured a $250,000 
grant for the fi rst phase of the restoration at the Florida 
Institute for Saltwater Heritage’s 95-acre preserve in 
Cortez.
 For several years she has hosted a wedding festival 
to showcase local vendors and, most recently, she cre-
ated the Anna Maria Island Wedding Association. She 
also is a freelance photographer for The Islander.
 Riley-Love said when she returned home after 
winning the trophy, she rang the doorbell so her kids, 

Jack, 12, and Bella, 14, would answer.
 “They opened the door and here I was holding this 
big trophy. They started jumping up and down and 
screaming. It was fun,” Riley-Love said.
 Previous award winners include Ed Chiles, CEO 
of the Chiles Group; John Horne, owner of the Anna 
Maria Oyster Bar restaurants; and Manatee County 
Parks and Natural Resource director Charlie Hun-
sicker. 

Karen Riley-Love, left, holds her Tourism Ambassa-
dor of the Year trophy May 10 as she stands outside 
at the Powell Crosley Estate with Liza Kubik, direc-
tor of marketing and events at the Seafood Shack 
in Cortez. Riley-Love, a freelance photographer 
for The Islander, was named the 2018 winner at a 
tourism week celebration sponsored by the BACVB. 
Islander Courtesy Photo: Sandy Zinck
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HELP WANTED Continued

WATERLINE MARINA RESORT & Beach Club at 
5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, is currently 
hiring the following full-time/part-time positions: 
Housekeepers and Houseman.  Please contact 
Vivian: 941-238-6261 / vwinstead@mainsailho-
tels.com or  submit resume: vwinstead@mainsail-
hotels.com. 5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.  

HELP WANTED: ISLAND Discount Tackle in 
Holmes Beach. Apply in person after noon and 
ask for Jonny.

REAL ESTATE SALES associate wanted for 
smaller, well-established offi ce on Anna Maria 
Island. Send resume to P.O. Box 352, Bradenton 
Beach FL  34217.

REPORTER WANTED: Full- to part-time. Print 
media, newspaper experience required. Apply 
via email with letter of interest to news@islander.
org.

KIDS FOR HIRE

MY NAME IS AIDAIN, I live in Holmes Beach I’m 
available to do any small yard, house chores for 
a fee. I do dog walking, pet sitting or run small 
errands. I’m available after school, 4-9 p.m. or all 
day Saturday and Sunday. I can be reached at 
941-243-4473. Text or call. Thank you.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for up to three 
weeks for Island youths under 16 looking for work. 
Ads must be placed in person at The Islander 
offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37 years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

T.H.S. CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
vacation rentals. Dependable and detailed. 941-
756-4570.

U FLY I drive your car anywhere in the USA. 
Airport runs, anywhere. Offi ce, 941-447-6389. 
941-545-6688.

AUTHORITY ONE SERVICES: Cleaning, con-
struction, residential, commercial, rentals. Call 
941-251-5948.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Profes-
sional, friendly cleaning service since 1999. 941-
779-6638. Leave message.

PIERLY MAID CLEANING Service: Two former 
City Pier employees looking to make your home, 
vacation rental, offi ce spic and span! Please, give 
us a call, 941-447-2565 or 941-565-0312.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS JD’s Window Clean-
ing looking for storefront jobs in Holmes Beach. 
I make dirty windows sparkling clean. 941-920-
3840.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County 
and the Island since 1987. For dependable, 
honest and personalized service, call Bill Eller, 
941-795-7411. CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional 
creates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! 
www.jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

RELAXING MASSAGE IN the convenience of your 
home or hotel. Massage by Nadia, more than 
20 years on Anna Maria Island. Call today for 
an appointment, 941-518-8301. MA#0017550.
MA#0017550.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS work for your business.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Residential and Commercial
Full service lawn maintenance

Landscaping – Clean-up
Hauling tree trimming

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  941.792.5600
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Andrew Chennault

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
Island References Lic#CBC056755 

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519

C
B

C
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2
5

3
4

7
1

Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

Adopt-
A-Pet 

April is 3 years old, 
17 pounds and gets 
along with cats, 
dogs and people! 
Mixed breed. Apply 
to adopt April at 
wwww.moonracer-
animalrescue.com. 
Call Lisa Williams at 
941-345-2441 or visit 
The Islander next 
to Paradise Cafe in 
Holmes Beach for 
more …

SPONSORED BY

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

$10 DiNeR MUGs
@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

ITEMS FOR SALE

TWO LAZYBOY BURGUNDY leather high-back 
recliners. $80 each. 941-779-2442.

ANTIQUE PARTNER DESK: All wood, $1,000. 
See at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FOUR OAK OFFICE chairs: Antiques, perfect for 
eclectic dining set. The Islander newspaper, 3218 
E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FREEBIE ITEMS FOR SALE

INDIVIDUALS MAY place one free ad with up to 
three items, each priced $100 or less, 15 words 
or less. FREE, one week, must be submitted 
online. Email classifi eds@islander.org, fax toll-
free 1-866-362-9821. (limited time offer) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED: WORKOUT DVDs and retired but 
working XBox, Wii units with games for Ministry 
of Presence for kids and teens in Haiti. Deliver 
to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

WANTED: YOUR OLD cellphone for recycling. 
Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE GUN LOCK courtesy of Project Childsafe, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Pick up at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 8:30 a.m.-2p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-1p.m. Saturday. 
Donations preferred 9 a.m.-11 a.m. Wednesdays. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

LOST & FOUND

LOST: SET OF KEYS with Cadillac fob near 
Pine Avenue, Anna Maria. Please, call 585-410-
0025.

PETS

PET PAL PET sitting: Short and long term, in your 
house or mine. 18-year Island resident. 941-704-
5937. e.davies5937@gmail.com. 

YOU CAN HELP! Fosters, volunteers, retail-
type help needed for Moonracer No Kill Animal 
Rescue. Please email: moonraceranimalrescue@
gmail.com.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: Small sailboat rentals and 
instruction. Day. Week. Month. Sunfi sh, Laser, 
Windrider 17 and Precision 15. Call Brian at 941-
685-1400.

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS WANTED FOR upscale dining guest 
pickup, drop off and some food delivery after 5 
p.m. Apply in person after 4 p.m. at Beach Bistro, 
66th Street on the beach, or call 941-778-6444.

BONUS: YOU CAN READ the classified ads 
Monday after 5 p.m.

A B E A M I T S T I M E P H O B O S
B O X T O P N A T A L I E L O N E L Y
B A T T L E S H I P R I S K A W A R D S
A T R A R A E A S A S I T I N

A C Q U I R E T I C K E T T O R I D E
M A C H U L I B I L O E R E
O S H E A S T R O A D H O C O M A N
T H E S I S S O R R Y D I P L O M A C Y
R O E L I D D I E S U N O C O
I R S B A M A O A T S E C O
N E E M E M O R Y T R O U B L E R B S

N I L I T O O W E R E Y A M
B L I N I S G U S A S S A G O

C R A N I U M T W I S T E R S I N N E R
H A V E S I G H S Y V E S E A G L E
I V E T I O A C U G R O S S
C O N N E C T F O U R C H E C K E R S

D O L L Y R O O I R A A L M A
F I E F I E T A B O O O P E R A T I O N
E R R A T A A T A S K E T O P E N T O
Z E S T E R B A N T E R S E D G E S

ANSWERS TO MAY 16 PUZZLE



THE ISLaNDER n May 16, 2018 n 33

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ISLAND GATER RESTORATIONS: Painting, 
interior/exterior, drywall repair, textures, pres-
sure cleaning, stucco. Danny, 941-720-8116. 
islandgater@gmail.com.

R. A. GONZALEZ CONSTRUCTION: Re-roof and 
leak specialist. Residential/hotels/commercial. 
Repairs, shingles, tile, fl at. Quick response. Qual-
ity work at reasonable rates. References. Insured/
licensed. #CCC1330056. Call Bryan at 727-277-
9502.

ARTISAN DESIGN TILE and Marble: Qual-
ity craftsmanship since 1983. Dedicated to 
providing superior installations at a fair price. 
Professional, courteous service at your con-
venience. Call Don, 941-993-6567. www.Arti-
sanDesignTileAndMarble.com. 

RENTALS

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.sun-
coastinc.com.

WESTBAY POINT CONDO: 2BR/2BA, beautifully 
furnished, fantastic bay views. Six months with 
association approval. $1,550/month. 941-778-
2824.

SEEKING FEBRUARY OR partial month. Man-
grove Avenue to Cypress Avenue, Anna Maria, 
$4,000-$5,000. 419-957-6794.

2BR/1BA DUPLEX: Simple, quiet, Anna Maria, 
$1,250/month, annual. Maximum two adults. 
941-778-7003.

TURN THE PAGE for more Islander classifi eds.

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER Service: Repairs, 
installs. Your local sprinkler company since 1997. 
Call Jeff, 941-778-2581.

SHELL DELIVERED AND spread. $55/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, 
“shell phone” 941-720-0770.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. 66Tropical landscape spe-
cialist. Residential and commercial. 35 years 
experience. 941-448-6336.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE: Shell, lime rock, 
palms, river rock, construction demolition, fenc-
ing, pressure washing, hauling debris and trans-
port. Shark Mark, 941-301-6067.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100. www.vangopaint-
ing.net. 

CUSTOM REMODELING EXPERT. All phases of 
carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. Meticu-
lous, clean, sober and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 
941-730-7479.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. 
Handyman, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabi-
nets and wood fl ooring. Insured and licensed. 
941-722-8792.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry, handyman, 
light hauling, pressure washing. Jack of all trades. 
Call 941-778-6170 or 941-447-2198.

ISLE TILE: QUALITY installation fl oors, counters, 
backsplashes, showers. Licensed, insured. Call 
Chris at 941-302-8759.

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY

.com

941-778-2711

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045

WEATHERSIDE LLC LI
C

#C
B

C
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5HURRICANE

DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
State Lic. CBC1258250

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Family Owned and Operated since 1975

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential  
& Commercial

#C
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26
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6

We TWeeT TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

We like likes

 f acebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

Place classifi ed 
ads online at 

www.islander.org

Island Limousine
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE

AIRPORT PERMITTED & LIVERY INSURED

IslandLimo.net   941-779-0043 

PropertyWatch
Island real estate 

transactions
By Jesse Brisson

Special to The Islander
 104 Oak Ave., Anna Maria, a 2,016 sfl a / 2,900 
sfur 4bed/3bath Gulffront home built in 1966 on a 
7,875 sq ft lot was sold 04/12/18, Noriega to Price 
for $2,000,000; list $2,200,000.
 102 Tuna St., Anna Maria, a 1,926 sfla 
3bed/2½bath home built in 1956 on a 6,250 sq ft 
lot was sold 04/11/18, Dye to North Shore Cottage 
LLC for $1,950,000.
 417 Spring Ave., Anna Maria, a 1,983 sfla 
4bed/3bath/2car pool home built in 1961on a 11,325 
sq ft lot was sold 04/13/18, 417 Spring LLC to 
Griggs for $1,385,000; list $1,400,000.
 111 Cedar Ave., Anna Maria, a 2,700 sfl a / 2,832 
sfur 3bed/2bath home built in 1950 on a 5,500 sq ft 
lot was sold 04/18/18, 111 Cedar Ave LLC to Ste-
vens for $1,300,000.
 129 Hammock Road, Anna Maria, a 2,472 
sfl a / 4,790 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car canalfront pool 
home built in 2006 on a 6,390 sq ft lot was sold 
04/12/18, Newnham to Griffi th for $1,250,000; list 
$1,290,000.
 159 Crescent Drive, Anna Maria, a 2,567 sfl a / 
4,690 sfur 4bed/3bath/3car pool home built in 2007 
on a 5,950 sq ft lot was sold 04/10/18, Smith to 
Clodius for $1,050,000; list $1,095,000.

 721 Holly Road, Anna Maria, a 1,870 sfla / 
4,302 sfur 3bed/2bath/4car canalfront pool home 
built in 1995 on a 11,750 sq ft lot was sold 04/10/18, 
Dnks LLC to Cuva for $1,004,000; list $999,000.
 532 69th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,723 sfl a / 2,601 
sfur 3bed/2½bath/2car canalfront pool home built 
in 1969 on a 11,430 sq ft lot was sold 04/11/18, 
Kalajainen to Bornmann for $780,000.
 320 63rd St., Unit 320, Island Walk, Holmes 
Beach, a 2,001 sfl a / 3,558 sfur 3bed/2½bath/2car 
condo with pool built in 2005 was sold 04/12/18, 
Lee to Gigliotti for $724,500; list $759,900.
 3705 E. Bay Drive, Unit 104, Sunbow Bay, 
Holmes Beach, a 1,121 sfl a / 1,222 sfur 2bed/2bath 
condo with shared pool built in 1980 was sold 
04/09/18, Kelly to Shapiro for $360,000; list 
$369,900.
 409 63rd St., Holmes Beach, a 1,400 sfla 
3bed/2bath attached villa built in 1972 on a 3,528 
sq ft lot was sold 04/19/18, Johnson to Funk for 
$343,000; list $365,000.
 2501 Gulf Drive N., Unit 102, Beach Plaza, Bra-
denton Beach, a 416 sfl a 1bed/1bath condo built in 
1981 was sold 04/19/18, Working Service Dog LLC 
to Bowman for $167,500.
 2501 Gulf Drive N., Unit 103, Beach Plaza, Bra-
denton Beach, a 416 sfl a 1bed/1bath condo built in 
1981 was sold 04/19/18, Working Service Dog LLC 
to Bowman for $167,500.
 For more information, contact Jesse Brisson, 
broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, 
at 941-778-7244. 
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i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s
RENTALS

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 3BR/3BA 
canalfront on Oak Avenue. Bright and spa-
cious, walk to beach and stores. $3,000/
month. 941-321-5454.

REAL ESTATE

STARTING FROM THE low $300,000s. Only min-
utes from the beach, this new active adult com-
munity is perfectly located just south of Mana-
tee Avenue, off Village Green Parkway. Perfectly 
designed, open 2BR or 3BR/2BA plus den and 
two-car garage floor plans. Luxurious ameni-
ties, pool, spa, gym, pickleball and fenced-in 
dog park. HOA only $209/month. Models open 
daily. Contact us, 941-254-3330. www.Mirabel-
laFlorida.com.

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696

Mike  
Norman  
Realty

31O1 GULF DR  
HOLMES BEACH

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
sales@mikenormanrealty.com

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

BRIDGEPORT CONDO 2BR/2BA unit located across 
the street from beach with peeks of the Gulf AND Bay. Easy 
access to the beach, new hurricane-rated windows and sliding 
doors, updated kitchen. $359,000

CANALFRONT LOT WITH BAY VIEWS Build your 
dream home on this lot with gorgeous views of the Intra-
coastal Waterway. 50-by-100-foot lot with a boat dock.   
$524,900

DIRECT BAYFRONT Unmatched views of the bay from 
this unique, 4 BR property. Views of the water from EVERY 
room make you feel that you are on a boat rather than land. 
A must see! $950,000

LUXURY BEACHFRONT  3BR/3BA condo located in a 
premier complex on Anna Maria Island. Complex offers a 
huge, heated pool & Jacuzzi, garage, secured entrance and 
elevator. Selling “turn-key” furnished. $1,549,000

ANNA MARIA ¼ ACRE WATERFRONT just 250 steps to 
the beach. Bring your boat to the 60-foot dock or launch your 
paddle board/kayak right from your backyard! This property 
offers exceptional "old Florida" charm with tons of privacy 
from the serene, natural mangrove canal. Two vintage cot-
tages for a total of four rental apartments. $1,295,000

DIRECTLY ON BEACH spectacular 3BR/2.5BA home 
with panoramic water views from virtually every room. Two 
open porches and a shady patio on the ground level with 
fenced, beach-side courtyard. $2,155,000

CONTACT US TODAY
RENTALS@ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

WWW.ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

3001 GULF DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

DREAM VACATIONS
FOR YOUR

VACATION DREAMS

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE: PRIME location! Five miles from 
Holmes Beach, Cordova Lakes, $234,900, 
1,220 sf 2BR/2BA, one-car garage, split-bed-
room/well maintained move-n ready. No HOA, 
no deed restrictions.  Call Priscilla Figueroa, 
agent, Keller Williams at 941-348-3071. MLS# 
A4214519  for showings! Why rent seasonally 
when you can own? Opportunity awaits!

3BR/2BA DOUBLE GARAGE sunroom, like new, 
just reduced! 6711 Second Ave. Circle W., Bra-
denton. 703-587-4675.

2BR/2BA, DEN, two-car garage, sundeck, sun-
room, walk to beach. 105 13th St. S., Bradenton 
Beach. 703-587-4675.

THE ISLANDER OFFERS the best results for your 
classified advertising dollar. We really work for 
you!

941-778-0807 
tdolly1@yahoo.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

Professional Service to Anna Maria Island Since 1974

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS
SALES/RENTALS

HERON’S WATCH 10 minutes to beaches. 4 BR + Den. Excellently maintained, 
tastefully decorated.  No rental limitations. MLS A4142821. $359,000.

 MEADOWCROFT 1308 56TH ST. 1BR/1BA enclosed lanai. Turnkey furnished. 
Beach cottage decor in living room. Heated pool, tennis, clubhouse. $121,000.
VACATION/SEASONAL RENTALS GULFFRONT PROPERTIES BOOKING NOW

9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com 

New Location
Same Great Service

Full Service Property 
Management & Sales
Dina Franklin (owner)

Licensed Sales Associate  
& Property Manager

SINCE 1957

‘We are THE island.’

 

For the island lifestyle, call  
Lynn Zemmer, 941-778-8104. 

 

 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 
941-778-8104 Ofc 877-778-0099 Toll Free 

104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
 

 

 

  

104 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-778-8104

Edgewatervacationhomes.com  
Edgewaterrealestateami.com

PERICO BAY CLUB,  
AS GOOD AS IT GETS!

 
 
 

 Real Estate Sales 
 Vacation Rentals 
 Annual Rentals 
 Property Management 
 Concierge Service 

 We’re “Serious” about our Customer Service! 
 
 
Your full service Real Estate Agency providing exceptional customer service for all your short or long 
term goals.  Whether you’re staying a few days or a lifetime, we will help you find your perfect 
accommodation.  
 
One stop shop.    We can provide everything you might need……..buy, rent and finance your piece of 
paradise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    

 

www.edgewatervacationhomes.com 
www.941lending.com 

941-778-8104 Ofc   877-778-0099 Toll Free 
104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 

Lynn M. Zemmer   Broker/Owner 
 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 

 

1209 EDGEWATER CIRCLE
$324,900

620 GLADSTONE LANE, HOLMES BEACH
4 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS $930,000
BOATER PARADISE AWAITS YOU! This magnifi cent 
Key Royale home boasts a 50-foot boat dock with 
10,000-lb. lift, deep-water canal with no bridges to 
open water. The home features a highly desired split 
fl oor plan, energy-effi cient solar panels and close to 
the Key Royale Club. Perfect for full-time living or a 
second home. 2,265 sf.

OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM SUNDAY MAY 20

806 N. BAY BLVD.,ANNA MARIA
3 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS $1,189,000
BEAN POINT BEAUTY – BREATHTAKING VIEWS! 
This home boasts 3 ensuites and a large open fl oor 
plan with tongue-and-groove vaulted ceilings. 
Kitchen has solid wood cabinets, granite surfaces 
and a 6-burner gas cook-top. Light, bright and 
beachy, this is a perfect island retreat, close to 
beaches, shops and Rod & Reel Pier. 2,297 sf.
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LET’S PLAY TWO!
BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

No. 0506
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 ACROSS

1 Perpendicular to the 
ship’s middle

6 “Let’s do this!”

13 Larger of Mars’s two 
moons

19 Proof of purchase for 
some contests

21 Maines of the Dixie 
Chicks

22 Out of date?

23 Underwater mine?

25 Some end-of-season 
announcements

26 ____ Plus (grooming 
brand)

27 “Insecure” star Issa

28 Comparison middle

29 Peaceful protest

30 Get a copy of a 1965 
#1 Beatles hit?

37 South America’s ____ 
Picchu

39 Left-winger

40 U.N. worker 
protection agcy.

41 “____ Music’s golden 
tongue / Flatter’d to 
tears this aged man 
…”: Keats

42 Actor Milo

43 Minute Maid Park 
player, informally

45 Formed for a 
particular purpose

47 Sultan Qaboos’s land

48 Something to 
be defended

50 Rather poor 
ambassador’s skill?

53 School in 
development?

54 Hat, informally

56 Bomb with the 
audience

57 Brand with an arrow 
through its logo

58 Grp. getting a pay 
cut?

59 “Roll Tide!” school, 
for short

62 Rolled ____

65 Prefix with warrior

66 Formerly known as

67 Reason a computer 
program wouldn’t 
open?

70 Some touchdown 
scorers, for short

73 Zippo

74 “Am ____ sensitive?”

75 Existed

76 Thanksgiving serving

77 Things folded in the 
kitchen

80 “Cinderella” mouse

82 Big-eared animal

84 Past

85 Incredibly hard 
puzzle?

90 One with a 
confession to make

92 Consume

93 Responds wistfully

94 First name in fashion

96 Impressive hole

97 “____ reconsidered”

98 Padre’s hermano

99 Prefix with pressure

100 “Eww!”

101 Link a quartet 
of supermarket 
employees?

109 Aid for a tracking 
shot

110 Jumpy sort, for 
short?

111 Vehicle that often 
rolls over, in brief

112 ____ mater

115 Angry 
Shakespearean cry

117 Something you’re 
not allowed to do in 
math?

121 Mistakes

122 Bit of nonsense in a 
No. 1 Ella Fitzgerald 
hit

123 Not ruling out

124 Gadget for lemons

125 Goes back and forth 
(with)

126 A cylinder has two

 DOWN

1 Band with a 
symmetrical logo

2 Bath toy

3 Pizzeria order

4 Some lawyers’ cases

5 Kind of biol.

6 Picks up later in life?

7 Red ____ (sushi fish)

8 Irish icon, for short

9 Ankle bones

10 Relating to the pelvis

11 Prefix with 
communication

12 Hair-raising cry

13 Pigtail, e.g.

14 Many a “… For 
Dummies” book

15 Transmitting

16 Comic who acted in 
“Ocean’s Eleven”

17 Smelling of mothballs

18 Part of O.S.: Abbr.

20 Original home of 
Paddington Bear

24 Moves effortlessly 
(through)

29 Streetside hangouts

31 Draw back in fear

32 River that rises in 
the Cantabrian 
Mountains

33 Player-coach Jason of 
the N.B.A.

34 K-12

35 Constellation between 
Ursa Major and 
Ursa Minor

36 Kids’ rhyme starter

37 Big name in pain 
relief

38 Onto land

44 Code on a bag to 
Chicago

45 Annually

46 Like a space cadet

47 1847 novel of the sea

49 “Finlandia” composer

51 Rollickingly funny

52 “Time was …”

55 Feature of a millpond

60 “You couldn’t possibly 
mean me!?”

61 Oil field?

63 Kind of job

64 ____ Bird, 10-time 
W.N.B.A. All-Star

67 Bite-size, say

68 Teaching positions 
can be part of their 
work

69 Chest protector

70 “La La Land” actor

71 Rolls out of bed in the 
morning?

72 Messy treats

73 Fluorine’s atomic 
number

77 “Way to go!”

78 Purple flowers

79 Longtime Walter 
Berndt comic strip

81 Spot for wallowing

83 All-out attack

85 Stylish

86 Cry at a happy hour, 
maybe

87 Cry of excitement

88 “Well, Did You ____?”

89 Gate

91 Did some 
documentary work

95 Bolivian capital

102 0%, in the dairy aisle

103 Highest-level

104 Nice forecast

105 Population 
classification

106 Settle down for the 
night

107 Sam who sang 
“Twistin’ the Night 
Away”

108 Corn syrup brand

113 Tiny bit

114 They always come 
with mayo

115 Flat-topped hat

116 Heat

117 Keyboard key

118 ____ minimum

119 Anthem contraction

120 One rampaging in 
2018’s “Rampage”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70 71 72

73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84

85 86 87 88 89 90 91

92 93 94 95 96

97 98 99 100

101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108

109 110 111 112 113 114

115 116 117 118 119 120

121 122 123

124 125 126

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

www.annamariaislandresorts.net 877.867.8842

Everything you’re looking for

Visit WWW.ISLANDER.ORG for the best news on Anna Maria Island.
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Answers: 
page 32
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