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Election complaint 
deemed ‘insuffi cient’

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 An election complaint fi led by former 
Bradenton Beach Mayor Jack Clarke against 
then-Mayor Bill Shearon following the 2015 
municipal election, was deemed “insuffi -

cient” by the Florida Elec-
tions Commission.
 Clarke took the may-
or’s seat in May 2015 in a 
recall election, then lost to 
Shearon in a card draw after 
a tied vote of the electorate 
in November 2015.

 According to the April 23 response from 
FEC executive director Amy McKeever 
Toman, Clarke alleged that Shearon failed 
to report an expenditure for a joint mailing 
with then-commission candidate Janie Rob-
ertson.
  Additionally, the complaint alleged that 
by sending the joint mailing, Shearon was 
helping further Robertson’s candidacy.
 The letter stated that Shearon provided 

Megabridge plan hits hardest in Cortez, Bradenton Beach
Patrons gather 
April 25 around 
the outside bar at 
the Tide Tables 
Restaurant and 
Marina at the 
mainland end of 
the Cortez Bridge, 
where a new 
80-foot-tall bridge 
would rise above 
the waterfront. 
Islander Photo: 
Sandy Ambrogi

By Kathy prucnell, Sandy Ambrogi 
and ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporters
 people in Cortez can’t believe the Flor-
ida Department of Transportation wants to 
build a 75-80-foot tall bridge through a little 
fi shing village.
 The DOT announced its decision to 
build a $62 million fixed-span bridge to 
replace the existing 17.6-foot drawbridge 
at an April 23 Sarasota/Manatee Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization meeting — an 
unpopular decision opposed 3-1 by people 
favoring repairs as surveyed by the DoT, 
through the November 2017 hearing.
 Jane von Hahmann, vice president of the 
210-member Cortez-based Florida Institute 
for Saltwater Heritage, said she and others 
in Cortez “were fl abbergasted,” when they 
heard the news. Von Hahmann also is a 
former Manatee County commissioner who 
owns several properties in Cortez.
 She’s spoken to a number of FISH mem-
bers, including Kim McVey, Kathe Fannon 
and Kris Martinez, and they can’t believe it 
either, von Hahmann added.
 “We’re just feeling like we’ve been 
slamming our heads against the wall for the 
last three years,” she said, adding the deci-

sion came when she thought the DOT was 
listening to Cortez’s concerns.
 Cortez historian Mary Fulford Green 
worked to put Cortez on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places in 1995, and the 
designation stopped a previously proposed 
high-level bridge, she said.
 “I’m still interested in knowing if they’re 
going to be using federal funds,” Green said, 
because federal money can’t be used to neg-
atively impact the historic district.
 The district is bounded by Cortez Road 
to the north, Sarasota Bay on the south, 119th 

Street to the east and 124th Street Court to 
the west.
 Green called U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, 
D-Florida, for an answer, but didn’t hear 
back as of April 26.
 Construction for the new bridge would 
“wipe out” fi ve streets and shutter businesses 
east of the bridge, she added.
 L.K. Nandam, DoT District 1 secretary, 

Young lifesaver earns recognition 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce Sgt. Mike Jones and Deputy LeAna Cudzilo present 
Nicholas Costa, 7, of New Hampshire with a certifi cate of recognition at the April 26 
Anna Maria commission meeting. Brother Jake, 4, and parents Jessica and Jeff watch 
on. For the story, see page 3. Islander Photo: Bianca Benedí
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told the MPO it would restrict one street in Cortez.
 At the northeast base of the existing bridge, Hunt-
ers point, a mixed-use development approved by Man-
atee County in January, may be in fl ux.
 In plans to the county, Marshall Gobuty, for land-
owner Cortez Road Investments and Finance Inc. 
and pearl Homes, proposed 86 zero-energy homes, a 
marina and 62 hotel units in fi ve buildings on what 
is now H&H Marina and the old Cortez gas station 

property, just shy of 19 acres.
 The developer’s attorney, Caleb Grimes, said April 
26 the group hopes to provide input to the DoT on the 
road redesign, including the frontage road that prelimi-
nary designs show crossing its property.
 “Depending on how they do their fi nal design,” the 
high-bridge frontage road might eliminate the western 
hotel portion of the project, Grimes said.

Shock, acceptance
 At the southeast base of the bridge on the mainland 
side, Bobby and Gwen Woodson share ownership of 
the Tide Tables Restaurant and Marina with Cortez 
businesswoman Karen Bell. The waterfront eatery 
at 12507 Cortez Road W., Cortez, opened in early 
2015.
 Bell said half of the parking lot would be lost 
during construction of a new bridge. The owners cur-
rently lease the DoT land because of limited park-
ing.
 “They will use it for staging while building. That’s 
just part of it,” Bell said in a phone interview April 
26. 
 Bobby Woodson said he was not happy about the 
decision, but he also was resigned.
 “We will lose our driveway with the new bridge. 
But we won’t lose our restaurant. We are strong here 
at the Tide Tables and busier than ever,” Woodson said 
April 25.
 “The new road will exit and loop around by the 
Seafood Shack and then under the bridge to get here to 
us. But folks know where we are. They will get here,” 
he added.
 Woodson expressed worries over the far end of 
the bridge, where it meets Gulf Drive in Bradenton 
Beach.
 “It’s still only two lanes there, no matter what they 
do with a bridge,” Woodson said, shaking his head.
 Bell’s relatives have been in Cortez since its found-
ing in the late 1800s. When asked for comment on the 
decision, she was candid: “I don’t know. I can see some 
merits for both (the high fi xed-span bridge and the 

mid-bridge). I would have preferred the mid-bridge. 
There are concerns about how the bridge will impact 
the village.”
 She also was pragmatic.
 “Dad used to say sometimes change is for the 
better. I’m lucky to have been raised by such a wise 
man. For the fi shing boats, the higher bridge is better. 
our fi shing boats get trapped with the lower bridges,” 
Bell said of hurricane lockdown situations.
 The importance of protecting the family’s liveli-
hood stood out in the conversation. “The bridge closed 
days before Irma and our boats were trapped. With a 
high bridge, at least we could get them out. Thankfully, 
there was no big storm here,” Bell said.
 Two Manatee County commissioners responded 
with statements about the DoT decision.
 Commissioner Carol Whitmore, at-large, a long-
time resident of Anna Maria Island and former mayor 
of Holmes Beach, said, “I don’t support it. I have never 
supported a fi xed-span bridge. I brought it up at the 
county commission meeting this week. But I’m really 
not surprised.”
 Commissioner Robin DiSabatino, District 4, 
seemed caught off-guard with a question about the 
DOT announcement. 
 “It’s not funded yet,” she said. “I appreciate tall 
bridges. It will be more effi cient with the traffi c.”
 According to the DoT, it could be years before 
the fi rst shovel of dirt is moved for a fi xed-span Cortez 
Bridge.

Bradenton Beach reacts
 “It’s outrageous,” Bradenton Beach resident Val-
erie Flynn said April 26. “No one wants it but FDoT 
said ‘too bad.’”
 Flynn owns a unit at Bridgeport condominiums, 
501 Gulf Drive N., which could face purchase by emi-
nent domain and demolition when — and if — a new 
megabridge is built.
 The property is adjacent to the bridge landfall in 
Bradenton Beach, and the land where the building sits 

Traffi c moving west in mid-March on Cortez Road 
into Bradenton Beach backs up on the Cortez Bridge 
to the village of Cortez — and the mainland beyond. 
Islander Photo: Jack Elka
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a campaign finance report showing 
an expenditure for the mailing sup-
plies and an in-kind contribution for 
the stamps after the September 2015 
delivery of the mailing.
 “For these reasons I find the 
complaint to be legally insufficient,” 
Toman wrote April 23.
 The companion complaint filed by 
Clarke against Robertson, for which 
investigations showed she shared the 
expense for the joint mailing with 
Shearon, was settled about 18 months 
ago. Robertson said April 29 she was 
fined $75 for the same mailing.

 Shearon provided the FEC letter to the city clerk, 
asking to have it read during public comment at the 
next city commission meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 
3, at Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

Clarke

Robertson

ElEction CoNTINuED FRoM pAGE 1

has been marked by the DoT as a possible location for 
a proposed “stormwater management facility alterna-
tive.”
 Flynn said she is concerned she will be displaced, 
but anticipates the project is “a long way off, if it hap-
pens. They still need funding,” she added.
 However, Flynn said she already is concerned how 
the attention wrought by the project could affect the 
value of her condo unit.
 “Will we get our money back? I’m sure the value 
has already decreased,” Flynn said. “Well, I’m not 
leaving until they tell me I have to go.”
 “It’s a disappointment,” Bradenton Beach Mayor 
John Chappie said April 26. “I understand the safety 
issues, but I was hoping for the lower bridge.”
 He said a new bridge will not help with traffic 
flow.
 See related Cortez Bridge story, page 5.

BridgE CoNTINuED FRoM pAGE 2

Anna Maria rewards boy for saving brother’s life
 One family is going home with a unique souvenir 
from their trip to Anna Maria Island. 
 At the Anna Maria City Commission meeting April 
26, Manatee County Sheriff’s office Sgt. Mike Jones 
presented Nicholas Costa, 7, with a certificate of rec-
ognition for saving his brother’s life. 
 Jones said the Costa family arrived April 22 in 
Anna Maria from New Hampshire to stay at a vacation 
rental on South Bay Boulevard. 
 After arriving, Jeff Costa went to the pool deck to 
set up a pool table game. Jake followed behind him 
unseen and went into the pool. 
 Jones said Nicholas spotted his brother “in severe 
danger” beneath the water’s surface and alerted his 
father. Jeff Costa dove in and rescued Jake, who was 
not breathing. 
 Family members performed CpR and revived Jake 
while emergency services responded to the call. 
 Along with the certificate, Jones presented Nich-
olas with a key chain shaped like a sheriff’s badge. 
Mother Jennifer Costa said he considers it a medal.
 “Nick is pretty proud of himself,” Jennifer wrote 
April 27 in a text message. “He said when he saw Jake, 
he just reacted. He didn’t have time to think about 
anything.”

 “It took him a few days to process what happened, 
but now he is a proud young man,” she wrote. 
 — Bianca Benedí

Anna Maria issues RFP for pier demolition
 The city of Anna Maria issued a request for pro-
posals from contractors to demolish the Anna Maria 
City Pier. 
 The city will accept bids until 3 p.m. Friday, 
May 11, at city hall, 10005 Gulf Drive.
 The project scope includes permitting, demoli-
tion, cleanup, restoration, disposal and closeout of 
the construction site. 
 According to the terms of the RFp, Anna Maria 
will accept questions on the project until 5 p.m. 
Friday, May 4. 

 The terms also stipulate that the work must be 
substantially completed within 90 days and fully 
completed within 120 days of receiving a notice to 
proceed. The city plans to charge a $500 daily pen-
alty for failing to meet that deadline. 
 Ayres Associates vice president Jay Saxena 
issued a schedule for the pier rebuild April 3.
 According to the project schedule, a seagrass 
study is scheduled to begin early this month. 
 plank removal is scheduled to begin May 15. 
 — Bianca Benedí

Anna Maria to host  
Memorial Day salute

 The city of Anna Maria invites visitors to attend 
the Memorial Day Patriotic Symphony Salute at 10 
a.m., Monday, May 28, in City pier park, at the corner 
of Pine Avenue and North Bay Boulevard.
 The Anna Maria Island Concert Chorus and 
Orchestra will perform patriotic American songs for 
attendees, and the Manatee County Sheriff’s office’s 
color guard and bagpipe player will salute lost sol-
diers. 
 Light refreshments will be served. 
 Mayor Dan Murphy received unanimous approval 
March 8 from the city commission to pay AMICCo 
$2,000 for the performance. 
 In a March 8 commission meeting, Commissioner 
Dale Woodland said he was stunned last year by how 
many veterans he did not know were in the community. 
“That’s pretty special,” he said. 
 — Bianca Benedí
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Meetings
Anna Maria city
 • May 10, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 8, 4 p.m., planning and zoning.
 • May 24, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 28, 10 a.m., Memorial Day Symphony 
Salute, City Pier Park, Pine Avenue at North Bay 
Boulevard.

Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • May 2, 9 a.m., CIp. CANCELED
 • May 2, 9:30 a.m., CRA.
 • May 2, 11 a.m., pier team.
 • May 2, 2 p.m., Scenic WAVES.
 • May 3, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 10, 9:30 a.m., department heads.
 • May 17, noon, commission.
 • May 22, 1 p.m., commission.
 • May 23, 1 p.m., planning and zoning.

Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • May 2, 6 p.m., parks and beautifi cation.
 • May 8, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 10, 6 p.m., commission.
 • May 22, 6 p.m., commission.

 • May 24, 6 p.m., commission.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 

941-708-5800, holmesbeachfl .org.

West Manatee Fire rescue
 • May 18, 6 p.m., commission.

WMFR administration building, 6417 Third Ave. 
W., Bradenton, wmfr.org.

Manatee county
 • May 3, 9 a.m., county commission (land 
use).
 • May 8, 9 a.m., county commission.
 • May 22, 9 a.m., county commission.
 • May 24, 9 a.m., county commission (land 
use).
 • May 29, 1:30 a.m., budget presentation.
 • May 31, 9 a.m., budget session.

Administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. W., 
Bradenton, 941-748-4501, mymanatee.org.

of interest
 • May 16, 2 p.m., Coalition of Barrier Island 
Elected offi cials, Holmes Beach City Hall.
 • May 28 is Memorial Day, when most govern-
ment offi ces will be closed. The Islander offi ce also 
will be closed.

Send notices to calendar@islander.org and 
news@islander.org.

Anna Maria recognizes Arbor Day with 3 buttonwoods
Representatives from Anna Maria and Keep Manatee Beautiful pose April 27 at 311 S. Bay Blvd., 
where public works offi cials planted three green buttonwoods for National Arbor Day. The trees 
were funded by a donation from Modern Woodmen of America. From left to right, Florida Power 
and Light representative Stanley Sharek, public works employees Steve Stott, Kevin Schoedel and 
Taylor Mannhart, public works manager Dean Jones, public works employees John Kania and Chip 
Fryman, Keep Manatee Beautiful executive director Jennifer Hoffman, Anna Maria Mayor Dan 
Murphy and Florida Forest Service supervisor Mike Keegan. Islander Photo: Courtesy KMB

Former commissioner installs ‘Art for Arbor Day’
RIGHT: Sandy Rich watches as former Anna Maria Commissioner Gene Aubry adjusts a painted 
paper leaf in a tree April 26 at Bayfront Park on North Bay Boulevard. Aubry, an artist, musician 

and architect, installed “Art for Arbor Day,” more than 100 paper-and-wire leaves on trees at Bay-
front Park in Anna Maria in recognition of National Arbor Day. “You should be nice to the trees,” 

Aubry said. “They weren’t doing very well, so we thought we’d help out.” 
Islander Photo: Bianca Benedí

HB plants dogwood
National Arbor Day cel-

ebrants, including Jennifer 
Hoffman, executive director 
of KMB, left, Susan Ander-

son of the Holmes Beach 
parks committee, Commis-

sioner Carol Soustek, Florida 
Forest Service supervisor 

Mike Keegan, Stan Sharek 
of KMB and Mayor Bob 

Johnson, gather April 27 in 
Holmes Beach at Spring Lake 

Park, 6807 Holmes Blvd., to 
plant a Jamaican dogwood 

tree. Islander Photo: 
Terry O’Connor

2 desert cassia trees mark Arbor Day 
in Bradenton Beach
Bradenton Beach Vice Mayor and Scenic WAVES liaison 
Marilyn Maro, from left, Scenic WAVES secretary Connie 
Morrow, Manatee County grounds division property man-
agement supervisor Liza Click, Florida Power and Light 
representative Stanley Sharek, WAVES chair Jennifer Hoff-
man, also executive director of Keep Manatee Beautiful, 
and Florida Forest Service supervisor Mike Keegan gather 
April 27 at a desert cassia tree planted for National Arbor 
Day in Herb Dolan Park in Bradenton Beach. The tree 
is one of two desert cassias recently planted in the park. 
Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Arbor Day: Islanders have cause for celebrating

Former islander to run 
for county commission

 Cynthia Keller of Bradenton has announced a 
campaign for the at-large countywide seat on the 
Manatee County Board of Commissioners.
 Carol Whitmore, who also has served as Holmes 
Beach mayor and city commissioner, holds the Dis-
trict 6 seat.
 Keller, in a statement to The Islander, said, she 
would “stage a grass-roots, no-party campaign” in 
which she plans to “inject some new blood into the 
downtown county-seat headquarters.”
 Keller previously resided in Holmes Beach and 
worked as a reporter for The Islander newspaper. In 
her statement, she said she’s a native of Long Island, 
New York, and New York City, and has been a full-
time homeowner in the county since 1983. She lived 
on AMI 1989-96 and also lived on Longboat Key.
 “It was the era of year-round, close knit neigh-
borhoods, where our barefoot kids could safely run 
and bike free,” Keller said in the release.
 The general election will be Tuesday, Nov. 6.
 The Manatee County Supervisor of Elections 
website as of April 30 showed four active candi-
dates in the race for the District 6 seat.
 Whitmore and James A. Satcher are listed in 
the Republican primary. Melony Fletcher Howard 
is listed as a candidate in the Democratic primary. 
Candace M. Luther is running as an independent in 
the general election.
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Former KMB boss proposes matching Cortez, AMI bridges 

Designs already selected for the Anna Maria Island 
replacement bridge by an aesthetics committee are 
offered for a proposed new Cortez Bridge, including 
wall impressions of manatees, turtles and pelicans 
on gray granite. Islander Courtesy Graphic

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

After brushing aside public opinion running 
3-to-1 against building a new Cortez Bridge rather 
than repairing the old one, the Florida Department of 
Transportation showed remarkable chutzpah.

The DoT asked for more public opinion.
L.K. Nandam, District 1 secretary for the Florida 

Department of Transportation, asked at the April 23 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
meeting for participation on an aesthetics committee 
for the Cortez Bridge similar to one convened for the 
Anna Maria Island Bridge replacement project on State 
Road 64/Manatee Avenue.

A new fi xed, 65-foot vertical-clearance bridge has 
been proposed by the DoT to replace the existing low-
level drawbridge, which has linked Bradenton Beach 
with the mainland at Cortez since 1957.

The committee would help decide what the new 
Cortez Bridge should look like, according to the 
DOT. 

With wounds still fresh from the DOT-dictated 
loss of the existing low-level bridge, the thought of 
participating on an aesthetics committee might rankle 
some folks in Cortez. A lawsuit to beat back the threat 
to the drawbridge is a distinct possibility.

Ingrid McClellan, director emeritus for Keep Man-
atee Beautiful, believes she has a way to make it easier 
on the DOT and disenfranchised folks in Cortez.

“If this bridge were to occur, the bridges could 
have the same appearance, if this is what all stakehold-
ers decide,” McClellan said.

In 2017, the DoT created an aesthetic advisory 
committee, which McClellan vice-chaired, for the 
Anna Maria Island Bridge replacement linking Holmes 
Beach with the mainland. 

The committee recommended design features, 
including footings, pier shapes, span lengths, railings 
and overlooks.

The committee also chose bridge treatments 

involving color, pier and wall impressions, and land-
scaping, such as plants and outdoor furnishings.

“If you’re forced to have a new bridge because 
FDoT wants you to have one regardless of what every-
body wants, the Cortez Bridge should have all these 
features, too,” McClellan said. “If there are two, new 
fi xed-span bridges, I don’t think one should look better 
than the other. They both should be enhanced.”

The proposed $72 million Cortez Bridge design 
showed by project manager Marlon Bizerra looked 
too basic, McClellan said.

“The Cortez Bridge should have the same enhanced 
features of the Anna Maria Bridge,” she said. “The one 
shown by DoT looked pretty rudimentary.”

The aesthetics committee for the AMI Bridge had 
representatives from Anna Maria, Bradenton, Braden-
ton Beach, Holmes Beach, Manatee County, the Palma 
Sola Scenic Highway Committee and the MPO.

“The Cortez Bridge Aesthetics Committee could 
certainly adopt the same or similar aesthetic choices to 

the ones chosen by the Anna Maria Bridge committee, 
though FDoT will not force them to do so,” spokesman 
Zachary Burch emailed April 26 to The Islander. “We 
will present the choices made by the AMI bridge com-
mittee to the new Cortez committee for their informa-
tion, but they will have their own process and ability to 
choose what they feel is the best fi t for the community.”
 Recommended AMI bridge features also included 
mudline footings, panel railings with sun-shaped infi lls 
and blue hammerhead piers with turtle impressions, 
according to the committee.

The committee suggested wall impressions should 
include manatees, turtles and pelicans on gray, frac-
tured granite.

Landscaping suggestions included royal and sabal 
palms, silver buttonwood and geiger trees. 

The committee’s recommendations were sent to 
the DOT, which is deciding how to use them. 

“Our plan is to present their decisions to the MPO 
board, hopefully at the (June 18) meeting, to get their 
input,” Burch wrote. “Assuming that there are no 
major objections from the elected offi cials, the com-
mittee’s fi ndings will be incorporated into the design 
as we go forward.”

A rendering of the proposed landfall of the AMI 
Bridge shows manatee, sea turtle and pelican 
impressions and sun-shaped railings. Islander Cour-
tesy Graphic
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We’re campaigning for a friendlier, kinder, gentler 
attitude toward guests, visitors, vacationers and all 
who come to love Anna Maria Island. “We’re Glad 
You’re Here” originated in the 1980s with a restau-
rant trade group and we decided it suits the situation 
that has developed since some island offi cials began 
seeking limits on vacation rentals. We believe Anna 
Maria Island needs a new attitude — one that makes 
everyone feel welcome even as we try to fi nd ways to 
limit congestion and retain our old Florida origins 
and mom-and-pop businesses. — The Islander

Deliver to USPS
 The 26th annual Letter Carriers Food Drive will 
be May 12.
 This is the largest one-day food drive in the coun-
try.  And this is the time of year when pantries are peril-
ously low on supplies.
 The local donations will be collected for Meals on 
Wheels Plus of Manatee County, with a portion going 
to the pantry at Roser Memorial Community Church 
in Anna Maria.
 Please, help restock their shelves.
 Leave any nonperishable goods at your mailbox 
with the fl ag up for your letter carrier to collect.
 U.S. Postal Service employees, Bradenton Beach 
Post Offi ce

Moonracer’s thanks
 Moonracer No Kill Animal Rescue hosted a golf 
tournament fundraiser April 28.
 We want to thank everyone who golfed and helped 
with this effort for homeless animals in need.
 The event was a huge success, as we had a lot of 
fun and raised more than $8,000 to help the pets.
 A heartfelt thank-you to event organizer and 
Moonracer Rescue vice president Toni Lyon.
 Many tail wags and much appreciation for the sup-
port of our gold sponsors: The Islander newspaper, 
Planet Stone, Toni Lyon, Michael Saunders & Co., 
Westbridge Veterinary Clinic, Chumlee’s Wings, pGT 
Sunripe, Scavengers.

 And thanks also to silver sponsors: AMI Locals, 
Buck Moon Landscaping & Design. Beverage Cart 
sponsors: Planet Stone, Tradewinds Tile & Stone, 
Joey & Rhonda poklemba, Debbie Copabianco & Bill 
Copabianco painting. Also, a big hug to hole-in-one 
sponsor John Metz. 
 And everyone was impressed with the signs cre-
ated by SteamDesigns.
 Lisa Williams, Moonracer No Kill Animal 
Rescue

Another season arrives
 Welcome to sea turtle season. 
 Yes, it’s past time to pull in the beach chairs and 
turn off lights that shine on the beach.
 It’s time for Mother Nature to prevail on Anna 
Maria Island.
 Mother sea turtles are making their way to the 
beach to leave a clutch of some 100 eggs in the sand 
and there’s just no predicting when or where — from 
the water to the dunes and sometimes the bayfront at the 
north end — those 300-plus-pound creatures will ven-
ture. And mostly, they do their hardest labor at night.
 Keep in mind, too, they have little awareness of 
the terrain once they trek on land and feel with their 
fl ippers for the right sort of nesting sand. It’s also the 
only time they venture ashore. They are far more accus-
tomed to gliding through the open waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico.
 So here’s where we come in. Mother Nature needs 
us to keep the beach clear of objects and light — as if 
we’d never been here. The turtle habitat needs to resem-
ble the beaches before people, houses and lighting, sea-
walls, beach canopies and folding chairs arrived.
 The responsibility for a successful nesting season 
rests not so much with the loggerheads, but with the 
people who live on and near the beach.
 For the many seasons we have on AMI, sea turtle 
nesting and hatching is one of the best environmental 
attractions we have — and we can all help. 
 please, keep it clean and DARK.

now for the real danger
 It’s open season for the Florida Department of 
Transportation versus islanders.
 Much like most of you, we were aghast last 
week when the DOT announced it would recommend 
replacement of the Cortez Bridge with a megabridge 
— a 65-foot-clearance (75- to 80-feet tall at the apex) 
fi xed-span bridge — between the village of Cortez and 
Bradenton Beach.
 This vital link to the mainland for islanders will 
be taller than all the buildings on AMI and in the area 
and it will require eminent domain, likely taking land 
on both sides of the waterway, to build the ramps. 
 And for those of you who think building this bridge 
is too far in the future to worry about, the purchase of 
land for the bridge is set to start in 2020. 
 While we hope our governmental bodies will sup-
port the strong public opinion for a lower bascule bridge 
replacement — something in scale with the surround-

ing communities — we aren’t sure where the public 
campaign to fi ght the megabridge will emerge.
 We do know Venice won its battle to keep the 
bridge over the narrow Intracoastal Waterway low so 
it’s not all megabridges on our coast.
 one thing’s certain, however. Longboat Key won’t 

likely join us in the fi ght.
 We suspect the key stakeholders had a dispropor-
tionate voice in the choice for a megabridge.
 For now, just say “no” to a bridge that doesn’t fi t 
the needs of Cortez and AMI.
 Say it loudly to all of your elected offi cials.

— Bonner Joy
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We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail the islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. We also offer 
online e-edition subscriptions — a page-by-page view of the weekly news for 
only $36 per year, but you must sign up online. It’s the best way to stay in touch 
with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. 
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even real estate transactions … 
everything you need if your “heart is on Anna Maria Island.” 
 If you don’t live here year-round, use this form to subscribe by (snail) mail 
for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend mail subscriptions — you 
get The Islander free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery) 
 ❑ 1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

MAIL TO: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _________________

Credit card: ❏ d ❏ u No.  ___________________________________________

Name shown on card: _____________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: ______________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: _____________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND — SINCE 1992
3218 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

10&20 years ago

VISIT OUR 8,000+ SF SHOWROOM
6807 14TH ST. W., BRADENTON (across from Alex Karras Lincoln)

SPECIAL ISLANDER OFFER!

$50 OFF any purchase of $500 or more

$100 OFF any purchase of $1,000 or more

We offer 
Rattan and 
Wicker 
tropical-style 
indoor and 
outdoor 
furniture, 
for island and 
coastal looks.

YOUR COMPLETE CASUAL FURNITURE STORE

*WITH THIS AD. Not valid with any other offer or prior purchases. Expires 05-09-18

In the headlines: April 29, 1998
 • Holmes Beach commissioners were set to 
approve a $1.2 million loan from First union 
National Bank to fi nance the construction of a new 
city complex. The loan was to be at a fi xed inter-
est rate of 4.8 percent and secured with a lien on 
franchise fees and infrastructure tax.
 • Hundreds marched in Holmes Beach as 
part of the “power Walk Against Sexual Abuse.” 
The event was sponsored by the Alliance for Safe 
Kids.
 • Advocates for nesting sea turtles were ral-
lying islanders to oppose a plan from the Florida 
Department of Transportation to install a traffi c 
signal at Coquina Beach.

In the headlines: April 30, 2008
 • In a drive past the Manatee County Tourist 
Development Council, a proposed “Trolley Up” 
campaign to boost ridership suffered a fl at. Mean-
while, county offi cials were discussing instituting a 
fare on the government-subsidized island trolley.
 • County Commissioner Ron Getman ques-
tioned a proposal to renourish the beach at Bean 
Point in Anna Maria, saying the area lacked enough 
parking and public access to justify the public 
expense.
 • County Commissioner Joe McClash com-
plained about newly installed bollards along the 
Palma Sola Causeway, which were intended to 
cleanup the scenic highway and keep vehicles off 
the small beaches. McClash said the bollards lim-
ited access to the water.
 The weekly archives for The Islander can be 
found online ufdc.ufl .edu. Archived stories can be 
found online at islander.org. 

Turn right and 
drive on
A billboard advertises 
the beaches of Anna 
Maria Island and Long-
boat Key in August 1980. 
The sign was located 
south of the DeSoto 
Bridge near U.S. 41 and 
Manatee Avenue in Bra-
denton. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Manatee 
County Public Library 
digital collection

Ospreys overstay welcome  
in homeowner’s chimney

Two ospreys — nicknamed Ossi 
and Harriet, after a 1950s TV show 

by homeowner Jan Ancker — sit 
in mid-April on a nest they built 

atop the chimney at Ancker’s house 
on Newton Lane in Anna Maria. 
Ancker said she could hear and 

see sticks — and even fi sh — fall-
ing in February as the birds built 

the nest. The photo was shot by her 
friend Kathy Cresto of California, 

who visited in April. Cresto said the 
osprey experience made her want to 
move to Anna Maria Island. “They 
are magnifi cent creatures,” Ancker 
said April 27. “But, I really would 

prefer they don’t nest in my chimney 
next season.” Ancker said she would 
be looking for solutions from experts 

this summer — after the offspring 
fl edge and make their way — on 

deterring the nesting site. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Kathy Cresto
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Eyes on the road
 The Florida Department of Transportation and 
Manatee County posted the following notices for the 
week of April 30:
 • Avenue C: Manatee County crews are replac-
ing force mains. Installation of a 6-inch water main is 
underway along Avenue C from 24th Street North to 
26th Street North. Crews are installing water services 
across Avenue C, working from west to east. Interme-
diate road closures will be in place along each segment. 
The route from Avenue C southbound onto Gulf Drive 
is temporarily closed. The roadway is open northbound 
direction to local traffic and emergency vehicles from 
Gulf Drive to 22nd Street North. 
 • Gulf Drive, between Avenue C and Cortez Road: 
Beginning on or about May 1 and continuing through 
June 29, directional drilling and open-cut installa-
tion of a force main will be underway. Traffic will be 
shifted to the west to allow for construction activities. 
For more information about the project, go online to 
amipipereplacement.com.
 • SR 64/Manatee Avenue on perico Island from 
Martinique Drive to 107th Court West: Crews are 
improving drainage, constructing sidewalk and bicycle 
lanes and installing new signage and pavement mark-
ings. Work occurs off the roadway and does not require 
lane closures. Florida Safety Contractors Inc. is the 
contractor. Expected completion is fall 2018.
 For the latest road watch information, go online 
to www.fl511.com or dial 511.

Roadwatch

State senator explains vote for new beach privatization law
Beach visitors on 
Anna Maria Island 
enjoy the sun, but 
a new law could 
limit where they 
park their chairs 
and umbrellas 
in the sand — or 
even where they 
take a stroll. 
Islander Photo: 
Sandy Ambrogi 

By Sandy Ambrogi
Islander Reporter

 It’s an old adage: Be sure you have read and 
understand the information before you sign on the 
dotted line.
 Some legislators were not so careful and are 
admitting they had no idea of the ramifications of 
HB631, which passed in March. The bill will go into 
effect July 1.
 The Possession of Real Property Act — signed 
into law by Gov. Rick Scott March 23 — allows for 
landowners to privatize the beach on their property 
seaward to the mean high tide line. Beach renour-
ishment projects supersede the new law, making the 
beach public wherever renourishment occurred.
 State Rep. Jim Boyd and Sen. Bill Galvano, 
both Bradenton Republicans, represent districts 
that include Anna Maria Island and both voted for 
HB631.
 Galvano, in an April 20 email to The Islander, 
said, “I supported this legislation because I believe 
it strikes the right balance between respecting pri-
vate property rights and preserving public access to 
beaches.”
 “Nothing in this legislation changes the fact that 
Floridians and visitors to our state have full access 
to our beaches. In fact, Florida’s Constitution firmly 
protects public access.”
 Galvano aide Katherine Betta said the senator 
was aware of the content when he voted, specifically 
that the legislation would protect private property 
rights and preserve public access to beaches.
 Attempts by The Islander by phone and email to 
reach Boyd at his local and state offices were unsuc-
cessful before press time. An aide advised Boyd was 
on vacation.
 The Sarasota Herald-Tribune reported April 20 
that some legislators — state Reps. Joe Gruters, a 
Republican, and Wengay Newton, a Democrat — 
were unaware of the ramifications when they voted 
for the bill.
 The bill was introduced into the House by Katie 
Edwards-Walpole, D-Broward, and other members of 
the Civil Justice and Claims Subcommittee. It passed 
Feb. 14, 2018, on first reading in the House.
 The bill was amended in the Senate March 5, 
returned to the House March 6 and passed by a 95-17 

vote March 8, a day before the session ended.
 Gruters, whose district includes Siesta Key, told 
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune he has plans to file legisla-
tion guaranteeing public access to any beach receiving 
public funding for nourishment.
 But that’s been done. Anywhere in Florida where 
beach nourishment has occurred, the beach is public. 
Beach nourishment supersedes the new law. 
 A court ruling in 2010 led to the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling that if taxpayer money is used to maintain 
sand on a beach, that sand is public.
 Holmes Beach city attorney Patricia Petruff, said 
in a phone call April 20 “the new law won’t impact 
Holmes Beach at all.”
 Also, during a Bradenton Beach commission meet-
ing April 5, lobbyist Dave Ramba said the city had 
“nothing to worry about.” Mayor John Chappie made 
a similar statement.
 As with Holmes Beach, the Gulf of Mexico 
beaches from end to end in Bradenton Beach have 
been renourished.
 Meanwhile, Mayor Dan Murphy said the situa-
tion in Anna Maria is different, because some areas of 
the beach were not renourished by the government. 
 In a letter shared with The Islander April 20, 
Murphy stated, “Interesting to note some of (the) leg-
islators and other government officials were unaware 

of the implications of this legislation (HB631). I 
credit our city attorney with bringing this matter to 
our attention so quickly so that we can react. It would 
appear other government agencies are either in a false 
sense of security or a wait and see mode.”
 However, it wasn’t long before Murphy had 
fielded enough opinions from residents of Anna Maria 
regarding the new law to form a path forward.
 “I’ve had more than two weeks’ worth of input 
from innumerable people who have come into the 
office, made appointments or just started talking 
about the law,” Murphy said April 27.
 “So (April 26) at the commissioner’s meeting, I 
recommended to stop development of a customary-
use ordinance in Anna Maria. To embark on such an 
ordinance seems like overkill to me,” Murphy said.
 Murphy said there are only two or three “hotspots” 
in Anna Maria where there appears to be an issue 
with landowners, and he said he gladly would send 
out surveyors to establish the mean high tide line on 
those properties if necessary. An ordinance would 
require collecting testimonials, photos, examples of 
historical use and other documents — an expensive 
and time-consuming process.
 “In 110 years, using the beach has never been a 
problem here. people just need to exercise patience, 
tolerance and respect in regard to each others proper-
ties,” Murphy said.
 The Anna Maria commission voted 4-1 to abandon 
the establishment of a customary-use ordinance. Com-
missioner Doug Copeland voted against the motion.

Anna Maria drops ‘customary beach’ ordinance plans
By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria beach access remains intact for now. 
 At their April 12 meeting, city attorney Becky Vose 
told commissioners the recently passed HB631, the pos-
session of Real Property Act, would affect Anna Maria’s 
public beaches.
 The law, which goes into effect July 1, will pre-
vent municipalities from claiming customary use of the 
sandy beach landward of the mean high tide line. 
 In order to minimize its impact, Vose recommended 
the city proactively develop a customary use ordinance 
before the law goes into effect. Such an ordinance would 
bolster Anna Maria’s claim the beaches around histori-
cally have been used by the public. 
 However, at an April 26 meeting, commissioners 
scrapped the ordinance plan. 
 Anna Maria Mayor Dan Murphy said “for 110 
years,” city residents and visitors have comfortably 
worked out acceptable borders, with most beachfront 
property owners allowing beach visitors to enjoy the 
sand without incident. 
 Multiple residents gave their input as well, the 
majority asserting they didn’t want to see a customary-
use ordinance enacted in Anna Maria. 
 Jose Arbella told commissioners he moved to South 
Bay Boulevard in Anna Maria just after the housing 
bubble burst. 
 Since that time, he said, he’s seen beaches in Anna 
Maria move and change dramatically. He said he 
opposes any proposed ordinance due to the changing 
nature of beach boundaries. 
 Jack Whiteside, who also lives along South Bay 
Boulevard, made a similar assertion. He said in various 
parts of Anna Maria, sand erosion has almost completely 
wiped away portions of the beach. “There is no room 

because there is basically no beach,” he said. 
 Pat Olson told commissioners that in recent years, 
as sand accumulated at her property at South Bay Bou-
levard, more and more beachgoers have come to use the 
beach.  
 “Our houses are so close to the water and when 
people are walking they’re coming up to our sea wall,” 
she said, adding that visitors have smoked marijuana 
and left trash near her property in the past. 
 “It’s a liability issue. We’ve been harassed, yelled at 
and given the finger” for asking people to move away, 
he said. 
 Resident David Bulley had a similar story. Bulley 
said when he came to Anna Maria in 2002, he selected 
property on South Bay Boulevard without a lot of beach 
for privacy.
 As the years passed, he said, sand accumulated at 
his property and his family cut down use of the back 
deck due to the influx of visitors walking 6 to 8 feet 
away. “It is almost in our face,” he said. 
 Dean Foster, another South Bay Boulevard property 
owner, told commissioners that although he appreciates 
tourism, the “only interested party” in the matter is the 
property owner, not visitors. 
 Ashok Sawe, who also lives along South Bay Bou-
levard, did not speak in favor or in opposition, but asked 
commissioners why there are public access spots in 
Anna Maria if the beaches are not necessarily public. 
 He also asked why the signs had been changed in 
recent years from “beach access” to “water access.” 
 Murphy said the access points were installed long 
before he arrived to Anna Maria, and do not reflect 
public beach access today. 
 He also said the signs were changed to reflect the 
fact that the access leads to the water, not to the sand, 
which may not be public.
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Milestones
 The Islander welcomes stories about islanders 
and island life, as well as photographs and notices of 
the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, births, 
anniversaries, travels, and other events. 
 Submit your milestones with captions — along 
with contact information — to news@islander.org.
 Also, visit us on Facebook and join the 11,300-
plus friends who “like” The Islander.

Holmes Beach loses 3 motions, judge seeks more details

Judge Lon Arend considers a Holmes Beach dis-
missal motion at a March 28 hearing in the Bert 
Harris case brought by AMI Breeze LLC. Islander 
Photo: Kathy Prucnell

By Kathy prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Patterns are emerging in court cases against 
Holmes Beach for allegedly overburdening property 
rights with vacation rental ordinances.
 The city has lost all motions since August 2017 
to dismiss complaints alleging the Bert J. Harris Jr. 
private property Rights protection Act. And, in all but 
one, a 12th circuit judge has required more specific-
ity.
 In a string of April 17 orders, Judge Lon Arend 
continued the trend and handed the city three deni-
als.
 “I don’t really consider them losses. They’re very 
preliminary … just a means of narrowing the issues 
we’re truly disputing,” said attorney Jay Daignaeult, of 
the Clearwater firm, Trask Daigneault LLLp, assigned 
to represent Holmes Beach by the city’s insurer, the 
Florida Municipal Insurance Trust.
 Following March and April hearings, the judge 
also directed the plaintiffs, AMI Breeze LLC, Robert 
and Michele Carl and Coral Escape of Holmes Beach 
LLC, to amend complaints to include “any notice sent 
by the city” and the “alleged date” the city first applied 
vacation rental ordinances to their short-term rental 
properties.
 Holmes Beach commissioners enacted the ordi-
nances to combat an influx of party house complaints 
2013-16 at the urging of residents who packed city 
hall, lobbied the commission and worked on commit-
tees. The outcome, ordinances, reduced building foot-
prints, limited occupancy and restricted pools, parking 
and setbacks and the like.
 Alleged fair market value loss from new occupancy 
limits — restricting a vacation rental to a maximum of 
two persons per bedroom or six, whichever is greater 
— is central to many complaints, including those filed 

by AMI Breeze, the Carls and Coral Escape.
 Arend’s directions in the three cases point to a 
statute of limitations, which cuts off an owner’s right 
to file a Bert Harris complaint one year after a govern-
ment first applied a law or regulation to a property. 
The year starts running the date a city sends notices 
or issues a development or variance denial.
 The city of Holmes Beach mailed notices to 
affected property owners oct. 1, 2017.
 At the hearings, attorneys for the city argued 
plaintiffs were required, but failed, to specify a single 

date. 
 The three cases are among 15 lawsuits in various 
stages of litigation, claiming a total of $6 million in 
losses, all initially submitted to the city with apprais-
als.
 The Bert Harris Act requires claimants to initially 
register their claims with a valid appraisal demonstrat-
ing the loss to their properties based on fair market 
value.
 Holmes Beach was notified with 54 claims in 
2017, including appraisals identifying $24.7 million 
in losses, including AMI Breeze’s $690,000 loss for 
209 54th St., Carls’ $275,000 loss for 4805 Second 
Ave., unit B, and Coral Escape’s $240,000 loss for 
132 50th St.
 The Bert Harris complaint withstanding all Holmes 
Beach motions so far — even without a direction for 
specificity — is from plaintiffs Swackhamer VI Invest-
ments LLC, Bmeehan VI Investments LLC, Kmme-
ham VI Investments LLC. In August 2017, Judge Gil-
bert Smith Jr. upheld the owners’ complaint alleging 
a $225,000 appraised loss for 106 75th St. from six 
ordinances after the city denied a variance application 
in october 2016.
 In cases involving Swackhamer as well as Bob and 
Ellen McCaffrey, who are claiming a $341,000 loss for 
7003 Holmes Blvd. after the city turned them down in 
five re-development applications, the city lost motions 
to strike the appraisals.
 Holmes Beach dismissal motions against the com-
plaints from owners Brian Wien, Robert and Michelle 
Carl for 118 50th St., 307 66th LLC, Mojito Splash 
LLC, 302 55th St. LLC and Shawn Kaleta — all occu-
pancy-rule complaints — are set for hearings in May 
and June at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 
Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.

LPR cameras cut from islandwide request to county, but HB may fund
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

After eliminating a $50,000 request for license 
plate recognition funding, the Holmes Beach Com-
mission was nearly done with a request for money 
from the county.

All that’s left is for Mayor Bob Johnson to mail 
Manatee County a letter of support signed by all three 
island mayors and a written request for $923,520 from 
a $1.144 million surplus in the Manatee County beach 
concession fund.

The Manatee County Commission will then dis-
cuss whether to approve or deny the request. 

The surplus fund comes from lease payments and 
a percentage of profits that exceed the base fee con-
tracted by the county with united park Services Inc., 
which operates Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe, 4000 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, and Coquina Beach Cafe, 
2650 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach.

Anna Maria and Bradenton Beach approved con-
cession surplus requests earlier, but declined to ask for 
$50,000 for the Holmes Beach license plate recogni-
tion program.

This does not mean the license plate recognition 
proposal backed by Holmes Beach police Chief Bill 
Tokajer is dead.

The city could seed the LPR program from the 
general fund, said Commissioner Carol Soustek.

“That license plate program is still on the agenda,” 
Soustek said. “Everybody wants this money, so we had 
to get our request in.”

Tokajer touts the crime-fighting benefits of LpR, 
which would cost an estimated $140,000 for eight 
cameras to cover the island.

Information — license tag photos and any flagged 
criminal activities gathered by the cameras — would 

be public record and retained three months, Tokajer 
said.

Critics, principally Anna Maria Mayor Dan 
Murphy, and Bradenton Beach Mayor John Chappie, 
cited privacy concerns in withholding support.

“Sorry, chief,” said Chair Judy Titsworth. “We 
were concerned about the license plate recognition 
thing. ... Anna Maria had already approved every-
thing we’ve asked for except for that. Bradenton Beach 
seemed to be in agreement with everything, but this 
was a new thing.”

Manatee County Commissioner Carol Whitmore, a 
former Holmes Beach commissioner and mayor, added 
to the pressure by emphasizing it was important for 
the island cities to submit a cohesive request, saying 
a delay could result in the surplus being allocated to 
other spending options.

“We didn’t want to lose everything for this one 
thing,” Titsworth said.

Surplus beach concession revenues can be used to 
fund projects serving all Anna Maria Island residents 
and must be approved by the three cities.

“The county was so smart in making this something 
all three cities had to agree on,” Titsworth said. “We 
didn’t want to lose out on $1 million over $50,000.”

Final request totals: Anna Maria, $333,000; 
Bradenton Beach, $298,230; and Holmes Beach, 

$292,290.
The Holmes Beach request includes $135,550 for 

bike safety/amenities, $56,740 for pedestrian safety 
upgrades, $40,000 for the skate park, $35,000 for a 
Grassy point kayak launch and $25,000 for the dog 
park.

Manatee County requires matching funds on most 
project requests and the Holmes Beach funding pro-
posal includes a 50 percent match.

If approved, $100,000 for infrastructure needs, 
including bathroom remodeling and roof repairs, will 
go directly to the Center of Anna Maria Island, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.

Commissioner Rick Hurst, liaison to the center, 
requested Holmes Beach release $40,000, the amount 
budgeted for the center but withheld pending resolution 
of the commission’s concerns with center spending.

Titsworth said the matter would be placed on an 
agenda before the center’s fiscal year concludes June 
30.

The Manatee County Commission established 
guidelines in September 2014 for surplus concession 
revenues.

The Holmes Beach Commission will next meet 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 8, at city hall, 5801 Marina 
Drive.

Patrons gather early 
April 26 at Anna 
Maria Island Beach 
Cafe at the Mana-
tee Public Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. The 
concession at the 
beach produces 
revenue over the 
contract obligation 
that is available 
to the island cities 
for projects that 
benefit islanders. 
Islander Photo: Terry 
O’Connor
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3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 941.778.0400

313 Pine Ave, Anna Maria, 941.778.0500

.

full service salon and spa off ering…
Hair ~ Nails ~ Massage ~ Facials
 Acupuncture ~ Body Treatments  
 ~ Bikini and Brazilian Waxing ~ 

AMI Chamber of Commerce
2017 Best Business of the Year 

Stop by The Islander at the 
AMI Centre Shops, 

3218 E. Bay Drive, HB, for 
AMI stickers and totes!

Visit www.islander.org for the best news on AMI.

941-778-2711

WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHY

Signature 
ISLANDER gifts
NEW! Mugs, $10 each. 
All-cotton AMI tote bags, 
$5. Plus white and tie-dye 
“More-Than-a-Mullet-
Wrapper” T-shirts, $10-$15, 
and AMI stickers, $2. Come 
shop at 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach, sandwiched 
between Walgreens and the 
bagel cafe!

Island Shopping 
Center
5400 Marina Drive 
at the Holmes Beach 
laundromat.
941-705-4603
yptapparel.com

WE DO WASH & FOLD! 
Plus dry clean and drop-off laundry
service for family and commercial.

Free pickup for the elderly. 
EMBROIDERY! GIFT SHOP! 

Monogram your luggage 
and never lose it again!

The Islander Calendar
ARTS &

ENTERTAINMENT
ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • May 3-13, Island Players perform “An Inspector Calls,” 10009 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Fee applies. Information: 941-778-5755.
 • Through May 5, Florida Suncoast Watercolor Society 
Transparent Show, the Studio at Gulf and Pine, 10101 Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1906.
 • Throughout May, Dieter Lau is the featured artist, Island 
Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-6648.

LOOKING AHEAD ON AMI

 May 3-13, Island Players’ “An Inspector Calls,” Anna Maria.
ONGOING OFF AMI

 • Through May 6, “How People Make Things,” South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • “Sea Debris: Awareness Through Art” exhibit, Mote Marine 
Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, City Island, Sarasota. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-388-4441.
 • Second Wednesdays, Think + Drink (science), South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • First Fridays, 6-9 p.m. ArtWalk in the Village of the Arts, around 
12th Street West and 12th Avenue West, Bradenton. Also, Saturdays 
after the fi rst Fridays. Information: villageofthearts@gmail.com.

LOOKING AHEAD OFF AMI

 May 15, Florida Maritime Museum boat tour, Bradenton 
Beach.

KIDS & FAMILY
ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Friday, May 4
 10 a.m. — Forty Carrots Partners in Play, Island Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Tuesday, May 8
 10 a.m. — Preschool Storytime, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • First Saturdays, Night at the Museum, South Florida Museum, 
201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Info: 941-746-4131.
 • Fourth Wednesdays, “Stelliferous Live” star talk, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.

GAMES, SPORTS
& OUTDOORS

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m., horseshoes pitched, 
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • Fridays, 1 p.m. May 4, May 18 and May 25, mahjong games, 
Island Library. Info: 941-778-6341. 
 • Mondays, noon, bridge, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Most Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m., mahjong games and instruction 
for beginners, Island Library. Information: 941-778-6341. 
 • Tuesdays, 12:15 p.m., duplicate bridge, Episcopal Church 
of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-779-0881.

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • First and third Wednesdays usually, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church Golfi ng for God, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. Info: 941-778-0414.
 • Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m., ACBL open 
pairs duplicate bridge, The Paradise Center, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key. Fee applies. Information: 941-216-9600.
 • Through Aug. 26, the Bradenton Marauders play home games 
at LECOM Park, 1611 Ninth St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Informa-
tion: 941-747-9442.

LOOKING AHEAD OFF AMI

 May 18, Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 19th annual 
Golf Tournament, Bradenton.

CLUBS & 
COMMUNITY

ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, May 2
 12:45 p.m. — Gulf Coast Writers, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Thursday, May 3
 2 p.m. — Knit and crochet activities, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Saturday, May 5
 8:30 a.m. — Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island breakfast and 
program, with Lauri Harris of Connectivity, Anna Maria Island Beach 
Cafe, Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Infor-
mation: 941-778-1383.
Wednesday, May 9
 Noon — Adult coloring club, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Second and fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m. Just Older Youth/
JOY Brown Bag Lunch Series, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., veterans services assistance, Island 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 • Third Thursdays, 11:45 a.m., Successful Women Aligning 
Together meets, Bridge Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee applies. Information: 941-345-5135.
 • Fridays, Senior Adventures usually meets to carpool on an 
adventure or for an activity, Annie Silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-538-0945.
 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
breakfast meeting, Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe, Manatee Public 
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
1383.
 • Tuesdays, through May 8, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Anna Maria Farm-
ers Market, City Pier Park at Pine Avenue and North Bay Boulevard, 
Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • Tuesdays, noon, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, Bridge 
Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-
518-1965.

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Saturdays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. — Bradenton Farmers’ Market, Main 
Street, downtown Bradenton. Information: 941-621-6471.

GOOD TO KNOW
SAVE THE DATES

 • Sunday, May 13, Mother’s Day.
 • Monday, May 28, Memorial Day.
 • Tuesday, May 29, last day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
 • Thursday, June 14, Flag Day.
 • Sunday, June 17, Father’s Day.
 • Wednesday, July 4, Independence Day.
 • Monday, Aug. 13, fi rst day of class for Manatee County School 
District students.
 • Monday, Sept. 3, Labor Day.
 • Wednesday, Oct. 31, Halloween.
 • Sunday, Nov. 4, daylight saving time ends.
 • Tuesday, Nov. 6, Election Day.
 • Sunday, Nov. 11, Veterans Day.
 • Thursday, Nov. 22, Thanksgiving Day.
 • Monday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve.

 GOOD DEEDS
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Looking for volunteer opportunities on or around Anna Maria 
Island? These organizations are seeking help:
 • The Roser Food Bank needs donations of cash and nonper-
ishable food. The pantry is administered by Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0414.
 • Moonracer Animal Rescue seeks volunteers to offer foster and 
forever homes for rescued animals. Information: 941-345-2441.
 Seeking volunteers for an organization or an event? Email 
calendar@islander.org with the details. Please include a contact 
name and phone number.
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33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!
Ladies and Gents -- 2-year 

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tue-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2 • ATM & CCs •  941-798-9585
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    Digital Artist
      Dieter Lau

Award-winning 
digital artist Dieter 
Lau is the featured
artist in May. His
work transforms
reality into fantasy, 
using traditional using traditional 
and non-traditional 
techniques. Sun

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
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Island happenings

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com

A FULL-SERVICE SALON

M-F 8-5, Tuesday 9-7, 
Saturday 8-3

9516 Cortez Road W, Ste 7
Mount Vernon Plaza

#MM34454

Call TODAY: 
941.795.5227
Faith, Cindy, Karen & Katy
www.ahairday.com

GIVE YOUR MOM WHAT SHE 
WON'T GIVE HERSELF -- A SPA DAY! 

Pamper her with a Massage, Mani-Pedi, 
New Hair Style, Mask, Facial, Eyebrows! 

Gift Certifi cates Available!

Bay cruise benefi ts
Friends of De Soto 

 A sunset cruise set for 7 p.m. Saturday, May 
12, will raise money for the Friends of De Soto 
National Memorial in Bradenton.
 The 90-minute Paradise Boat Tours cruise will 
depart from the Historic Bridge Street Pier in Bra-
denton Beach and travel on Sarasota Bay.
 The cost of the cruise will be $35 for nonmem-
bers and $30 for members.
 Tickets are required and can be purchased 
online at friendsofdesoto.org.
 For more information, call the De Soto 
National Memorial offi ce at 941-704-6825.

Postal employees to 
conduct food drive May 12

 Letter carriers will be looking for special deliveries 
May 12.
 Saturday, May 12, is the date of the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carrier’s annual Stamp Out Hunger 
Food Drive.
 The drive is the largest one-day food collection in 
the nation and the biggest community service effort by 
a union affi liate of the AFL-CIo.
 On Anna Maria Island, supporters can drop off 
nonperishable food items at the post offi ces in Anna 
Maria, 101 S. Bay Blvd., and Bradenton Beach, 116 
Bridge St.
 Additionally, those who receive mail delivery at 
their homes or businesses can leave nonperishable 
items at or by their mailboxes for pickup.
 The top requested nonperishables include cereal, 
pasta, pasta sauce, rice, canned fruits and vegetables, 
as well as canned meats and fi sh, juice, peanut butter 
and boxed meals, like mac-and-cheese dinners.
 Organizers request that people not donate items in 
glass jars or that are prepared at home.
 The union settled on the second Saturday of May 
for the drive because donations to food banks tend to 
wane after the winter holidays. This decline is par-
ticularly troublesome since the hunger problem is 
usually at its most critical during the summer, when 
school may not be in session and students lack access 
to breakfast and lunch programs.
 For more information, inquire at a local post 
offi ce. 

Kiwanis to meet May 5
 The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island will gather 
Saturday, May 5, for a program and breakfast.
 The program — featuring remarks by Laurie Harris 
of Connectivity — will begin at 8:30 a.m. at the Anna 
Maria Island Beach Cafe at the Manatee public Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Club members and guests will gather for breakfast 
at 8 a.m.
 For more information, call Sandy Haas-Martens 
at 941-778-1383.

Senior Adventures group to 
tune in at Sarasota channel 7

 Senior Adventures will meet at 10 a.m. Friday, 
May 4, at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach, to depart for Sarasota.
 Senior Adventures — a group of older adults that 
meets most Fridays for an adventure — will take a van 
ride to Sarasota, where they will tour the WSWB-TV 
7 facility.
 Also on the calendar in May is a lunch-and-learn 
program at the Annie Silver Community Center Friday, 
May 18. A representative from the American Red Cross 
will talk about hurricane preparedness.
 From 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday, May 25, the group 
will host a book sale and potluck lunch at the center.
 An adventure was not yet booked for May 11.
 For more information or to RSVp, call Kaye Bell 
at 941-538-0945.

Saturday, May 12, is the date of the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carrier’s annual Stamp Out Hunger 
Food Drive. Islander File Photo

Swinging the
sun down
As beachgoers wait 
for the sunset April 8, 
a girl is silhouetted on 
a swing at Manatee 
Public Beach, 4000 
Manatee Ave., Holmes 
Beach. Islander Photo: 
Sandy Ambrogi
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Excess noise still nettles some Holmes Beach residents
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

They came to make some noise lobbying for peace 
and quiet.

A group of nearly 40 Holmes Beach residents, led 
by “Kentucky” Kim Rash, arrived early at the April 
26 Holmes Beach Commission work session ready to 
give commissioners earfuls of advice.

“our noise issues with many businesses have been 
addressed and solved in large part,” Rash said in a 
five-page statement read aloud at the meeting. “What 
we need to address now is a larger problem of rent-
als embedded among our valuable residents, many of 
whom owned their homes many years before rentals 
were built.”

Rash and his group contend police are lax in 
enforcing the Holmes Beach ban against noise levels 
exceeding 65 decibels.

“Violators need to be cited, not given warnings,” 
according to Rash. “Warnings don’t do the residents 
any favors.” 

police Chief Bill Tokajer said an outreach program 
instituted in March is having an immediate effect in 
muting noise from party houses. He said seven rental 
homes already receive regular visits from officers 
inform renters they should keep noise to a level suit-
able to a residential neighborhood.

“Any place in the city getting a noise complaint 
gets a visit from the HBpD first, then a visit from (code 
enforcement officer) JT Thomas the next day with edu-
cational materials,” Tokajer said.

Some rental sites have begun to specialize in 
beachfront weddings, which can be noisy affairs. It’s 
also hard to expect a group to tone it down on such a 
special occasion.

Chair Judy Titsworth reluctantly said adopting a 
wedding permit ordinance may be the solution.

“Are we really going to have to create a law saying 
you can have one wedding in a place per year?” Tits-
worth asked.

Attorney Jim Dye of Harrison Dye, representing 

the city on the noise matter, told commissioners that 
Holmes Beach sorts noise issues using the “reasonable 
person standard,” which has been found legally defen-
sible. The noise must be something a normal person 
would find objectionable.

Holmes Beach trains officers to use a decibel 
reader, which provides evidence of an offense if prop-
erly calibrated. 

The city applies seven standards in determining a 
noise violation: volume, intensity, duration, whether 
the sound is unusual, proximity to noise, contrast with 
ambient noise and time of occurrence.

Daytime noise from a pool is unlikely to be a vio-
lation, he said.

“I can see somebody defending this, saying it’s a 
beach town, there’s a pool in the backyard and the kids 
are playing in the pool,” Dye said. “That’s going to be 
a tough argument to make.”

Tokajer agreed, saying daytime pool noise does 
not usually constitute a violation.

Holmes Beach officers take decibel readings at 
three different spots when answering complaints. If it 
pegs over 65 decibels, it’s illegal, Tokajer said.

Rash said ineffective Holmes Beach decibel read-
ers cannot differentiate between ambient noise and the 
din from party properties. 

“This is the No. 1 problem in Holmes Beach,” 
Rash claimed.

Rash offered several potential solutions, including 
$75 fines for first offenses ranging up to $750 for a 
fourth offense, establishing a Good Neighbor Com-
mittee to brings residents and rental owners together, 
holding owners responsible for noise violations at rent-
als and capping the number of vacation certificates 
offered by the city.

Not all suggestions met legal muster. 
City attorney Patricia Petruff, a principal in a law 

firm with Dye, said state law prevents the city from 
capping the number of vacation rental certificates 
issued.

Dye said legal precedence favors rental property 
owners, too.

“one city tried to make the owner responsible 
for noise on his property,” Dye said. “It did not go 
well. The city needs to bring in the person making 
the noise.”

Dye said nuisance-property enforcement might be 
a better approach than issuing noise citations.

The commission reached consensus to take another 
look soon at tightening Holmes Beach noise laws. 

Commissioner Jim Kihm already leans toward 
stiffer fines as a noise deterrent.

“I can’t think of anything that would spoil my 
vacation more than getting a $1,000 citation,” Kihm 
said.

Commissioners also received updates from city 
engineer Lynn Burnett on skate park and bike path-
pedestrian safety improvements.

A Holmes Beach bike path-pedestrian proposal 
recently received interim approval from the Florida 
Department of Transportation, which means the city 
may start work as early as May. Burnett emphasized 
all major plan components are on city property.

Roughly a dozen skate-park users attended the 
nearly four-hour meeting waiting until nearly the end 
to offer suggestions on improving Burnett’s proposal. 
The city budgeted $100,000 for skate-park upgrades 
this year.

The consensus among the skate-park users is the 
city should invest in a concrete bowl, which is the 
quietest surface, and also consider expanding the park 
footprint.

“The material you guys are using is extremely 
outdated,” said Corey Wash, a 17-year skateboarding 
veteran. “prefabricated parks are kind of becoming 
prehistoric in this world of skateboarding.” 

Burnett was directed to look at expanding the park 
and reconsider the equipment recommendations.

An April 26 com-
mission work 
session relat-
ing to noise in 
Holmes Beach 
brought roughly 
50 people to 
the chambers at 
city hall, 5801 
Marina Drive. 
Islander Photos: 
Terry O’Connor

City engineer Lynn 
Burnett suggested 

new equipment 
could help upgrade 

the Officer Pete 
Lannon Skate 

Park. Users say 
the materials are 

outdated and sug-
gested a concrete 

bowl would last 
longer and reduce 

noise. Islander 
Courtesy Graphic

Attorney Jim 
Dye, repre-
senting the 
city on the 

noise matter, 
addresses 

the commis-
sion from the 

podium at the 
April 26 meet-

ing. 

Socializing 
 The Islander has an active Facebook com-
munity of more than 11,300 “likes.” To join the 
conversation, become a fan of “The Islander” on 
Facebook. We provide a direct link to our fan 
page from www.islander.org.
 The Islander also has an active Twitter feed 
where alert readers can comment, and online 
readers can post comments on the website.



THE ISLANDER n MAy 2, 2018 n 13

We ROCk 
ONliNe

islander.org

SPRING FUN SPECIAL
10% 
OFF 
ANY 

 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS
MAY 3-13 

By J. B. Priestly
Directed by Heiko Knipfelberg 

Co-Produced by Off-Stage Ladies
     In 1912 England, a well-to-do family, eminently 
respected in their community, is subjected to what 
seems to be routine inquiry in connection with 
the death of a young woman from the seedier 
side of town. When Inspector Goole arrives 
unexpectedly at the Birling family home, their 
peaceful engagement dinner party is shattered 
by his investigation. His startling revelations shake 
the very foundations of their lives and challenge 
us all to examine our consciences.

“DOWNTON ABBEY MEETS MISS MARPLE”

“A GRIPPING YARN”

“4 MILLION PEOPLE CAN’T BE WRONG”

“SPEAKS TO THE MOMENT”

TICKETS: $20
Box offi ce opens 1 hour before each performance

10009 Gulf Drive & Pine Avenue, Anna Maria

Massage Therapy | Acupuncture | Yoga
2219 Gulf Drive N | Bradenton Beach 

941.778.8400 | www.alunawellness.com 

Holistic wellness 
center and spa 

Now off ering yoga and meditation in the 
ambiance of a healing Himalayan salt wall.

MASSAGE BY NADIA
Call 941.518.8301

Massaging on AMI for 
more than 17 years.

Your place, your convenience.
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HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Holmes Beach recovers from brink of bankruptcy

Holmes Beach treasurer Lori Hill, at the podium 
with auditors Randy Dillingham, left, and Jeff Ger-
hardt of CS&L CPAs of Bradenton, was credited by 
Mayor Bob Johnson with helping pull the city back 
from bankruptcy. Holmes Beach received the highest 
marks from the auditors at the April 24 commission 
meeting. Islander Photo: Terry O’Connor

Holmes Beach 2017-18 accounts 
at a glance
Account Balance
Reserves $6,958,965
Increase $456,722
Net Assets $15,418,319
Increase $1,152,510
Available for spending $1,256,189
Total revenues $7,365,001
Total expenses $6,212,491
Total assets $17,603,623
Total liabilities $3,116,172
Total net $15,418,319
Source: CS&L CPAs of Bradenton

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

As Mayor Bob Johnson listened to auditors give 
glowing accounts of the Holmes Beach fi nancials, he 
said he felt a sense of satisfaction.

At the April 24 commission meeting, Holmes 
Beach received the highest marks from auditors for 
a second consecutive year.

It was a much different story four years ago 
,when the Great Recession, a dwindling tax base and 
unchecked spending patterns were taking a toll on 
city fi nances.

Soon after Johnson took offi ce in 2014, he dis-
covered the Holmes Beach general fund was danger-
ously close to zero.

“There were some problems,” Johnson said. “Yes, 
we were going broke.”

Now, as the days tick down on his second and 
fi nal two-year term, Johnson professed to feeling 
a sense of accomplishment about helping the city 
regain its fi nancial bearings.

He also credited treasurer Lori Hill for her part 
in the recovery.

“I knew things were screwed up before I got in 
and Lori helped me fi gure it out,” Johnson said. “Now 
we’re back on our fi nancial feet.”

The commission also praised Hill after the 
audit.

“I applaud the little lady sitting in the audience 
out there,” said Commissioner Carol Soustek.

“Second that,” said Commissioner Pat Morton.

Johnson said he adopted an as-needed approach 
to budgeting to stave off city bankruptcy.

“We put practical budgets together,” Johnson 
said. 

The millage rate had to be increased, Johnson 
said.

“We needed to re-establish our reserves,” he 
said.

Johnson received cooperation from the commis-
sion after showing them how close the bottom was 
fi nancially, he said. It was two years before Holmes 
Beach was able to pull back from the fi scal abyss.

“The year 2016 was a real turnaround for us,” 
Johnson said.

Another key recovery component was adjusting 
permit fees so the building department could pay for 
itself and not be a drag on the general fund, the mayor 
said.

The auditors said they encountered no diffi cul-
ties in inspecting Holmes Beach fi nancial statements 
this year. 

“This is an unmodified opinion,” said Randy 
Dillingham. “It’s the highest, cleanest opinion we 
can give. That’s the kind of opinion you want.”

Holmes Beach coffers will benefi t from an 8 per-
cent increase in property values this year, according 
to audit estimates, which will increase the tax base 
by $362,000.

The auditors warned certain factors could reduce 
city revenues, such as legislative proposals involving 
business tax fees, vacation rentals and communica-
tion service taxes.

Overall, however, the outlook is solid, auditors 
said.

“The city is in good fi nancial position,” Dilling-
ham said.

The Hurricane Irma cleanup in 2017 was an 
unbudgeted expense, but auditors said the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency likely will fully 
reimburse the city. 

Commissioner Jim Kihm won a commission seat 
in the Nov. 7, 2017, election by campaigning for more 
budget information. He noted problems remain in the 
timing of the audits, which arrived six months before 
the city is to adopt its next budget.

“The unfortunate part is we get the audit results 
after the budget is approved,” Kihm said. “I think 
when we come to this year’s budgeting program, we 
need to take a good hard look at that.” 

The Holmes Beach City Commission adopted a 
Hurricane Irma-delayed $13,423,653 budget for fi scal 
year 2017-18, an increase of $1.069 million, or 8.7 
percent, from $12.354 million in the 2016-17 fi scal 
year budget. 

The 2.25 millage rate amounted to a tax increase 
because property values were up, although it was the 

same as in the 2016-17 budget. 
The millage rate is the amount per $1,000 used to 

calculate taxes on property
The city commission will next meet at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, May 8, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

Child-abuse prevention spotlight
Kimberly Griffi n, case coordinator for the child-
protection team at Manatee Children’s Services in 
Bradenton, accepts a proclamation declaring April 
Child-Abuse Prevention Month. Holmes Beach 
Mayor Bob Johnson made the presentation at the 
April 23 commission meeting. In Manatee County 
in 2017, 447 children were removed from their 
homes — and fi ve were killed. Islander Photo: Terry 
O’Connor
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Rescued green turtle to be released
Turtle watch volunteers Barbara O’Toole, Mary 
Lechleidner and Annie Camp observe a sub-adult 
green turtle April 26 in a tank at Mote Marine Labo-
ratory in Sarasota. The sea turtle was discovered 
Jan. 20 in the rocks on the shoreline near the Rod & 
Reel Pier in Anna Maria after being cold-stunned 
from a sudden drop in water temperature. It has 
been undergoing rehabilitation at Mote and will be 
released upon full recovery. Islander Photo: Cour-
tesy AMITW

Loggerheads nest on 
Longboat Key, AMI next?

 The first two loggerhead sea turtle nests this 
season have been documented on Longboat Key.
 Mote Marine reported April 27 that two nests 
were spotted by its Sea Turtle patrol — one in Mana-
tee County and one in the southern part of the key in 
Sarasota County.
 May 1 was the offi cial start of season.
 “It’s all about temperature and, historically, the 
water is warmer to the south. So they started nest-
ing there fi rst,” Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and 
Shorebird Monitoring executive director Suzi Fox 
said April 27. “The sand temperature is starting to 
warm here, which means they will be here soon.”
 Fox said now is the time to make sure people 
are compliant with sea turtle regulations in the three 
Anna Maria Island cities.
 “Waterfront renters and owners should walk out 
to the shoreline in the dark and view the property. If 
you can see the light, please make sure it has a Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission certi-
fi ed turtle-friendly bulb in it,” she said. “Let’s keep 
the beach safe for people and sea turtles this nesting 
season.”
 For more information about AMITW, contact Fox 
at suzilfox@gmail.com or 941-778-5638.

— ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

‘Fill your holes,’ warns turtle watch, code enforcement, county
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 “Spring break cleanup is always rough, but this 
was the worst yet,” Mark Taylor, beach tractor driver 
for Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources, 
said April 24. 
 “One hole was so large that my tractor got stuck 
in it, had to get towed out and could’ve turned over,” 
he added.
 Taylor, who rides a tractor and rakes the beach 
fi ve days a week, said he has seen a lot of large holes 
left unfi lled on the beach during and following spring 
break and some of these holes appeared to be dug 
with large shovels, not toys.
 He also noted that even smaller holes dug with 
toy shovels could be harmful to walkers and wild-
life.
 “Even if it’s only a foot in diameter, if the hole 
is 2-feet deep someone could get seriously injured,” 
Taylor said.
 Sea turtle nesting season started May 1, which 
means Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch volunteers 
walk a designated 1-mile stretch of beach each day, 
just after sunrise, looking for signs of nesting activ-
ity and, later in the season, signs hatchlings emerged 
from nests.
 AMITW executive director Suzi Fox said volun-
teers have been injured on morning walks by falling 
into holes on the shoreline.
 Holes also can become traps or impediments for 
female sea turtles, which must make their way on 
land to nest.
 It’s the only time they leave the water and its 
unfamiliar territory. 
 Some beachfront cities, including panama Beach 
City, adopted ordinances banning metal tools on the 
beach that are more than 14 inches long, including 
the handle.
 Violators in panama City Beach receive a verbal 
warning and a $25 fi ne.
 Additionally, some cities, like Cocoa Beach, 
have a “beach rules” page on the city website to help 
inform people of regulations.
 None of the three island municipalities have an 
ordinance in place prohibiting metal tools on the 
beach, but this could soon change.
 According to Fox, Anna Maria is working on an 

JT Thomas, Holmes 
Beach code enforcement 
offi cer, pauses on his 
evening patrol to fi ll in a 
large hole on the beach in 
Holmes Beach.

BELOW: Mark Taylor, 
beach tractor driver 
with the Manatee County 
Parks and Natural 
Resources Department, 
takes a break April 18. 
He was raking the beach 
near the Manatee Public 
Beach in Holmes Beach. 
Islander Photos: Chri-
sAnn Silver Esformes

ordinance and she suggested Bradenton Beach and 
Holmes Beach do the same. She said the three cities 
could adopt the same ordinance, cutting down on 
legal fees.
 “Without an ordinance, the police can’t enforce 
it,” Fox said April 23.
 Meanwhile, code enforcement officers in the 
island cities are fi lling holes at sunset — after beach-
goers depart and before morning walkers arrive.
 For several years, Holmes Beach code enforce-
ment offi cer JT Thomas has regularly patrolled the 
beach in the evenings, informing people about sea 
turtle nesting season and asking them to fi ll in their 
holes and knock down castles.
 “It’s about problem-solving, not punishment,” 
Thomas said. “We talk with people, explain the 
danger of holes to walkers and sea turtles, and people 
are very happy to comply.” 
 He added, “Who doesn’t love sea turtles?”
 Taylor said an ordinance would be “a good fi rst 
step” and he agrees that outreach and education also 
are effective tools.
 Some holes are the result of sandcastle building, 
which also is an impediment to sea turtles.
 He noted the holes often are adjacent to large 
sandcastles, which he leaves as long as he can for 
people to enjoy but, inevitably, he uses sand from the 
castles to fi ll the holes.
 “I don’t want to spoil their day,” Taylor said. “You 
can dig to China if you want, just fi ll it in before you 
go home.”
 To report a large hole on the beach or for assis-
tance with other possible code violations, please con-
tact code enforcement for the appropriate city. 

 For more information about AMITW, or to report 
a sick, injured or dead sea turtle, contact Fox at suz-
ilfox@gmail.com or 941-778-5638.

Do’s and don’ts for sea 
turtle nesting season, 
now through Oct. 31

 The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission recommends people follow these 
guidelines for sea turtle safety:
 • Do turn off or adjust lighting along the 
beachfront to prevent nesting sea turtles from 
becoming disoriented and moving toward the 
glow of light on land, instead of natural light 
refl ecting on the surface of the water. Indoor 
lights should be turned off, with curtains closed 
after dark, and outdoor lighting should be turtle-
friendly bulbs. use fi xtures low to the ground 
and shielded from view at the shoreline.
 • DoN’T use fl ashlights or camera fl ashes on 
the beach at night. They can distract nesting sea 
turtles and cause them to return to the water.
 • Do clear the way at the end of the day. 
Nesting female sea turtles can become trapped, 
confused or impeded by gear left on the beach 
at night. Remove items such as boats, tents, rafts 
and beach furniture and fi ll in holes or level sand 
castles before dusk. Holes trap turtles and can 
injure people. 
 Call code enforcement to report unattended 
property or large holes on the beach.
 City of Anna Maria code enforcement — 
941-708-6130, ext. 139 or ext. 129.
 City of Bradenton Beach code enforcement 
— 941-778-1005, ext. 280.
 City of Holmes Beach code enforcement — 
941-708-5800, ext. 247.
 Report sick, injured, entangled or dead sea 
turtles to the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline, at 
1-888-404-3922, #FWC or *FWC on a cell-
phone or text Tip@MyFWC.com.
 For more information on nesting season, 
contact Fox at suzifox@gmail.com or 941-778-
5638.

Clip and save..... ✁✁✁✁✁✁✁✁✁
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1707 1st St. E., Bradenton
Where Hwy 41 & 301 meet @ 17th Ave

“Best Place to 
Find Anything!”

Entire Flea Market Open 

Bring the Family!
Spend the Day!

Chill Out!

RED BARN FLEA MARKET 
HAS COOL

AIR CONDITIONING

941-747-3794
www.redbarnfl eamarket.com

Red Barn (indoor) Plaza OPEN Tuesday-Sunday
(see website for details)

Herd of volunteers clean up Moose Lodge

A volunteer at the Moose Lodge No. 2188, 110 Gulf 
Drive S., Bradenton Beach, hikes from the beach 
April 21 with bags of plastics and trash collected 
during the semiannual Moose cleanup held in 
conjunction with the Keep Manatee Beautiful Great 
American Cleanup campaign. Islander Photos: 
Courtesy Peg Miller

A young volunteer pushes a wheelbarrow April 21 
while others shovel excess sand from around the 
picnic tables on the Gulf-front patio at the Moose 
Lodge in Bradenton Beach.

 More than 100 volunteers spread out April 21 
across the lodge and the beachfront at the Loyal order 
of Moose No 2188, 110 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach.
 Their mission? Spring cleaning. 
 Twice a year, members of the Moose Lodge and 
volunteers scour the property — parking lots and beach 
area on the Gulf of Mexico.
 The spring cleanup is part of the Great American 

Cleanup. Now in its 20th year, the program is in con-
junction with Keep America Beautiful and engages 
more than 5 million volunteers across the country in 
cleaning and beautifying local areas. Keep Manatee 
Beautiful is part of the initiative. Moose members 
coordinated the cleanup by some 100 volunteers on 
the grounds of the lodge. 
 In two and half hours, they collected 503 pounds 
of trash and 15 bags of recyclables.
 Among the items collected were cigarette butts, 
plastic water bottle caps, straws and stir sticks, con-
struction and food-related zip ties.
 Volunteers found abandoned beach toys, as well 
as a bag of dog food, a shoe and a diaper bag full of 
toys.
 — Sandy Ambrogi

In addition to collect-
ing trash and recycla-
bles April 21, Moose 
volunteers raked the 
sand around the back 
patio and the parking 
lot at the Bradenton 
Beach lodge.

Dolphin Watches • Sunsets

INSHORE/OFFSHORE
GUIDED 4-6-8 
HOUR TRIPS...
PLUS, 2-HOUR 
FAMILY-FUN FISHING

ISLAND 
BUSTER 
FISHING 
CHARTERS

City of Holmes Beach
5801 Marina Drive Holmes Beach, FL 34217

HOLMES BEACH RESIDENTS are urged to 
reduce the amount of pesticides, herbicides and 
fertilizer in yards and gardens. Incorporate 
native vegetation for a Florida-friendly yard when 
replacing or creating new plantings.

MINIMIZE USE OF PESTICIDES, 
HERBICIDES & FERTILIZERS 

Information is available on how to implement better methods at the 
Holmes Beach Building Department, 5801 Marina Drive, or at the 
Island Library.

Non-toxic Home Pest ControlÑ 
Florida-Friendly Landscaping PrinciplesÑ 
Botanical Insecticides and Insecticidal SoapsÑ 
Native Florida PlantsÑ 
Native Groundcover for South FloridaÑ 

REDUCE TOXIC RUNOFF TO HELP PROTECT OUR WATERWAYS!
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to incubate in the warm sand. As 
the mother turtle leaves, she is 
guided by her instincts to the Gulf 
of Mexico by the natural “sparkle” 
on the water, the refl ection of the 
moon and stars. The darker the 
beach and the surroundings, the 
better. The same is true for the 
hatchlings. You can take part in 
this phenomenon, help sea turtles 
and discover what islanders al-
ready know about the magic of 

island life. But you must be 
stealth. You must be silent and 
invisible. Never shine a fl ashlight 
on sea turtles. And, please, keep 
lights visible from the shoreline 
out or shielded by blinds or cur-
tains. Be safe on the beach and 
carry your fl ashlight but, please, 
resist temptation. 

LIGHTS OUT for 
SEA TURTLES!

Sponsored by Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources for Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird Monitoring.

You came to Anna Maria Island 
to escape, to discover the beaches, 
the warm breezes and a slower 
pace, and maybe you fell in love 
… with sea turtles! Anna Maria 
Island is sea turtle friendly in nest-
ing season, May through October. 
We invite you to experience every-
thing we have to off er, especially 
the thrill of seeing nature in action. 
Mother turtles lay their nests on our 
beaches at night, leaving their eggs 

Center counts on cities, challenge to carry end of FY funds

Center prepares for  
summer camp

 The Center of Anna Maria Island soon will wel-
come youngsters to camp.
 The annual summer camp program features weekly 
themes and activities for children from kindergarten 
through 10th-grade. 
 Weekly themes for kids in kindergarten through 
sixth-grade include aloha summer, circus! circus!, 
brickstastic builders, beach olympics, fun around the 
world, all things slimy, safari week and the center’s 
got talent. 
 K-6 camp is 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The cost is $165 a week, or $140 per week for 
family pass holders. 
 Camp for students in seventh- to 10th-grade 
includes trips Tuesdays and Thursdays to popular 
attractions, such as Dave and Busters, Busch Gardens 
and Celebration Station. 
 The cost is $100 a week. 
 Two specialty camps — sailing and drama — also 
are offered this summer. 
 Drama camp, open to kids age 6-13, runs 9 a.m.-
noon Monday, July 9-Thursday, July 12, and Monday, 
July 16-Thursday, July 20. The cost is $240 for both 
weeks.
 Sailing camp, open to kids age 8-14, will be offered 
in two sessions: 9 a.m.-noon Monday, June 11-Thurs-
day, June 14, and Monday, June 18-Thursday, June 21. 
The cost is $175 per session. 
 There also is a $25 one-time registration fee for 
the center’s Procare system. 
 For all summer camps, registration must be com-
pleted Tuesday before the week the children will 
attend. 
 For information on the specialty camps and youth 
camp, contact Lisa Coba at lisa@centerami.org or 941-
778-1908, ext. 9207. For the teen camp, contact Cole 
Council at cole@centerami.org or 941-778-1908.
 The center is at 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
 — Bianca Benedí

By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 With about two months left in its fiscal year, the 
Center of Anna Maria Island is more than $11,000 in 
the black. 
 But with low results projected for fundraising in 
the period ahead and low expectations, center board 
members indicated April 23 they are counting on the 
Giving Challenge and government donations to boost 
their numbers. 
 The center’s net income, year-to-date, was $11,308 
at the end of March, board treasurer Christine Hicks 
reported April 23. program revenue was $12,000 below 
budget at $399,069, but program costs were $24,000 
below budget. 
 The biggest gap, Hicks said, was in fundraising. 
Fundraising revenue for the year sits at $397,124, 
more than $87,000 below the projected amount in the 
budget. 
 Donations from the three island cities are expected 
to cover a notable portion of that, board chair David 
Zaccagnino said. 
 Hicks said the Giving Challenge also would be a 
major source of fundraising revenue for the center. 
 The Giving Challenge, scheduled for a 24-hour 
period from noon, Tuesday, May 1, to noon, Wednes-
day, May 2, is a Sarasota-Manatee event hosted by the 

Community Foundation of Sarasota.
 Nonprofits across the area participate in the chal-
lenge. Unique donations — from new donors — 
between $25 to $100 are matched by the patterson 
Foundation of Sarasota.
 At least 1,800 letters were sent asking people to 
donate to the center in the Giving Challenge, opera-
tions director Christopher Culhane said.

Search for new director narrows 
 Board member Karen Harllee said in a report on 
the search for a new executive director that the center 
has three finalists.
 Harllee said candidate interviews took place in 
April. 
 Interim director Carl Weeks said he expects to 
serve one more month before the center makes a hiring 
decision.
 “It’s been an interesting two months on the job,” 
he said. 
 Weeks said one of his actions as interim director 
was to hire grant writer Yvette Little.
 “She comes highly recommended,” he said. 
 Weeks said board and staff members also attended 
fundraising seminars and have learned about more effi-
cient ways to use the center facilities. 
 Although the leaner summer months are ahead, 

Zaccagnino said he anticipates one of the busiest sum-
mers on Anna Maria Island. 
 “We’re trying to prepare for that,” he said. “Word’s 
getting out about the center.” 
 He said the center arranged for teachers from Anna 
Maria Elementary to work as camp counselors over the 
summer. 
 He also said the center is focusing on making each 
week of camp unique. 
 Summer camp for kindergarten to 10th-grade kids 
will run Monday, June 11, through Friday, Aug. 3. 
 The next board meeting will be 7 p.m. Monday, 
May 28, at the center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria. 

Center board member Mike Thrasher shows a poster 
April 24 advertising summer camp. Islander Photo: 
Bianca Benedí
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Click! The Islander welcomes news of the milestones 
in readers’ lives. Submit notices and photographs with 
detailed captions — along with complete contact 
information — to news@islander.org.

IT’S HOT OUTSIDE, 
STAY COOL
AC Tune-Up Special 

$7999 
Performance test, ACUV dye, 
up to 1 pound of freon. 
Exp 10-22-14. CALL GROOMS!

5608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 
941.896.7898

Expires 05-09-18

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

14
26

59
6)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975
Two Florida State-Certifi ed Master Plumbers

L IFE  AUTO HOME BOAT BUSINESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
HUMIDITY CONTROLS! 



Are you going away and closing your 
home, even for a short while? Help prevent  

mildew formation with a dehumidistat.  
It works with your existing thermostat  

to turn your system on only when  
the two humidity forming conditions,  

heat and humidity, are met.   


For only $188, you can buy  
“peace of mind.” Price includes  

installation and sales tax. 



We like 
likes

facebook.com/ 
Islandernewspaper

MONTHLY BIN CLEANING SERVICE • Residential & Commercial

GOT STINK?
Are you afraid to go near your trash and recycling bins? 

Does your garage reek of last month’s dinners?
Bins Be Clean can wash it all away, leaving your bins clean, 

smelling fresh, and bacteria free. 

941-778-0020 
www.BinsBeClean.com

 

www.fatcatcarpetcleaning.com

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Grout 
Cleaning

CALL TODAY 941.778.2882 or 941.387.0607

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!

Anna Maria commissioners side with mayor on LPR
By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria commissioners aren’t sold on license 
plate recognition cameras. 
 Holmes Beach police Chief Bill Tokajer advocated 
in recent weeks for the island cities to approve install-
ing eight license plate recognition cameras at entry and 
exit points on Anna Maria Island. 
 However, Anna Maria Mayor Dan Murphy voiced 
his opposition to the cameras April 19 at the Coalition 
of Barrier Island Elected officials meeting. 
 Murphy reiterated his opposition April 26 to Anna 
Maria commissioners. 
 Murphy said the architecture of the device’s data-
base functions by connecting with other systems, 
which he said makes it a security risk.
 The databases behind the cameras are vulnerable 
to hacking and abuse, he said.
 In New Jersey, a police officer was fired and 
charged with abusing police powers after he used a 
license plate reader to stalk a romantic interest, accord-
ing to a July 25, 2012, article by Todd Quinones of 
CBS Philadelphia. 
 In March 2009, officers in San Francisco pulled a 
driver over and held her at gunpoint for more than 20 
minutes before realizing her vehicle was incorrectly 
flagged as stolen, according to a Sept. 7, 2015, article 
in the San Francisco Examiner by Joshua Sabatini. 
 The city of San Francisco eventually offered the 
driver a $495,000 settlement for the error, according 
to Sabatini. 
 Murphy added that large organizations like Face-
book, Google and even the Internal Revenue Service 
are vulnerable to hacking. 
 He said such a system should be operated by a 
“professional, IT-type person” rather than a contractor 
and a chief of police. 
 Tokajer is a “great police guy,” Murphy said, “and 
I trust him with my life, but I wouldn’t trust him with 
my data. Data is a separate issue.” 
 Murphy said his concern with the proposal was the 
“lack of safeguards” to protect personal data, adding 
that he doesn’t see a need for license plate tracking on 
Anna Maria Island.
 Commissioner Doug Copeland agreed, adding that 
the program is “too ripe for misuse.” 
 “plus, it’s public record,” he said. “If a police offi-

cer can track you, anyone can.” 
 Commissioner Brian Seymour said he prefers for 
police to “police the community” instead of waiting 
for license plate readers to single out a traveler with 
an outstanding warrant. 
 Plus, he said, the city has access to that kind of 
equipment for temporary use through Manatee County 
Sheriff’s office. 
 “I just don’t see our need for it on a regular, 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year basis,” Seymour said. 
 Commissioner Amy Tripp agreed, adding that 
crosswalks would more significantly improve public 
safety than license plate cameras.
 Commissioner Dale Woodland said he sees the 
benefits of the LpR but not the need. “It can be a very 
effective tool, but we don’t have that much of a prob-
lem,” he said. 

Holmes Beach police 
pension fund hits flat spot

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

The Holmes Beach Municipal officers’ pension 
Trust managed to tread water in the second quarter 
amid rising interest rates and market volatility.

“I expected way worse,” said board chair Dan 
Hardy.

The quarterly pension decline was detailed by 
Kerry Richardville of AndCo Consulting of orlando 
at the April 26 pension board meeting at city hall. At 
the Feb. 15 meeting, AndCo projected market volatility 
would not lower quarterly earnings. 

Inflation worries and fears of a trade war combined 
to cause a 10 percent correction during the quarter, 
Richardville said. 

Those concerns have eased, she said, and the 
market already recouped most of its losses.

The fundamentals of the U.S. and European econ-
omies remain strong, she said. 

At the end of the second fiscal quarter March 31, 
fund earnings were down $39,627, or a fraction of 1 
percent. 

The fund balance dipped from $8,552,887 to 
$8,513,260. 

During the previous two quarters, the pension fund 
added a combined $525,182 in revenues.

The 2017-18 pension fund fiscal year ends Sept. 
30. 

Fund assets are allocated in five categories: 
domestic equity, 44 percent; domestic fixed income, 
32.8 percent; international equity, 16.7 percent; global 
fixed income, 4.7 percent; and cash equivalent, 1.8 
percent.

“International and domestic equity funds carried 
us this quarter,” said Hardy.

Fund board members include Holmes Beach res-
idents Darcie Duncan, Hardy and Sean Murphy, as 
well as HBPD Sgt. Vern McGowin and Detective Sgt. 
Brian Hall. Duncan and Murphy were absent from the 
meeting.

It was McGowin’s final meeting on the board after 
five years of service. Hall said McGowin’s replace-
ment is undetermined. 

“We have a few who are interested,” Hall said.
The board will next meet at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, 

July 26, in city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

Anna Maria seeks shade  
for trolley riders

 Anna Maria plans to build sail shades over 
four trolley stops in the city and seek funding from 
the Manatee County Tourist Development Council 
to build four more. 
 Commissioners authorized a motion April 
26 to spend $38,747.50, and request an equal 
match from the TDC, totaling $77,495 for eight 
sail shades at popular trolley stops throughout the 
city. 
 Most of the stops will be on pine Avenue and  
Gulf Drive, Mayor Dan Murphy said April 26. 
 Commissioner Carol Carter said some trolley 
stops, like one at the Anna Maria Island Historical 
Museum, already have shade. 
 However, she agreed other trolley stops where 
visitors gather would benefit.
 Commissioner Doug Copeland asked if 
construction of trolley shades along Gulf Drive 
would impact a planned multi-use path in the city. 
Murphy said it would not. 
 — Bianca Benedí
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Sports Bar,

Chicken Wings,
Place to watch 

sports!

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
12 TVs! 

NCAA & All Pro Sports Packages
LUNCH & DINNER OPEN 7 DAYS 

 9701 Gulf Drive Anna Maria 941-567-4056
www.slimsplaceami.com

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
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❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)
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SAIL: $20 PER PERSON

Whisper Sailing
Interperative Sail Tours 

Aboard 1800s-Design Custom 
Work Boat Built in Cortez by  
Whisper Captain & Naturalist  

Geoffrey H. Kendrick

Accommodates up to 6 people

4528 119th St. West., Cortez
NEXT TO SWORDFISH GRILL

941.713.5958

12110 Cortez Road W. ~ Downtown Cortez
Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 10-5 • 941-794-1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood
THE REAL DEAL, FRESH DAILY!

Seafood
fresh off 
the boat

or smoked!

Family-owned 
and operated

 RETAIL SEAFOOD 
MARKET

Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!
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LUNCH BUFFET
AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

Tue-Sat 11:30-2:30, Dinner 4:30-9
Lunch Sunday 12-3, Dinner 4:30-9

3608 E. BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH 
941-527-0123

www.theislandspice.com

The Island Spice

C8

FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.

As fresh as it gets …B5
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EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
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Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS
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Pastor Rosemary Wheeler Backer

6608 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach ~ 941-778-1813
www.gloriadeilutheran.com

“All are welcome”

WORSHIP WITH US
SATURDAY AT 5 PM
SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM

Fellowship follows Sunday worship

            4408 Gulf Drive ~ Holmes Beach
941-778-1638 ~ www.episcopalchurchoftheannunciation.com

All are welcome

All are welcome
Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

The Rev. Matthew Grunfeld

Sunday services 8 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Music

Thursday service 9:30 am Holy Eucharist and Healing
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iaLoving Christ  •  Sharing His Grace  •  Serving All

941-778-0414  •  www.RoserChurch.com  •  www.facebook.com/RoserChurch

COMMUNITY CHURCH               

A NON�DENOMINATIONAL, CHRISTIAN CHURCH • EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Call for a ride 
to the 10:00 AM 
Worship Service

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 AM and 10:00 AM 

IN THE SANCTUARY
10:00 AM Nursery & Church School

8:45 AM Adult Sunday School
 9:00 AM Adult Book Study 

Founded 
1956 ALL ARE WELCOME 

Sunday 10 a.m.  
Worship Service

6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key  
941-383-6491  www.longboatislandchapel.org

The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

The Rev. Bill Friederich
Senior Minister

Hours 9-noon, Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

Special Music : Barbara Brownlee, Soprano
Open Arms, 

Loving Hearts, 
Accepting Minds

Charles George Liddle
 Charles George Liddle, 82, doctor of veterinary 
medicine, died on Anna Maria Island. 
 He was born in Detroit.
 He earned his doctorate degree in veterinary 
medicine from Michigan State University and mas-
ter’s degree in radiation biology from the university 
of Rochester. 
 He also served in the public health service. 
 He and wife Beverly celebrated 57 years of mar-
riage.
 Dr. Liddle loved music and played in the Michigan 
State marching band, the Washington Redskins march-
ing band, the Alpine orchestra, the Little German 
Band, the Manatee Concert Band and the Jazz Band 
in Colorado.
 Arrangements are by Renaissance Funeral Home in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. Condolences may be shared 
at rfhr.com.
 Dr. Liddle is survived by wife Beverly; children 
Robert and wife Julie of Raleigh, North Carolina, and 
paul of West palm Beach; and grandchildren Wesslen 
and Cassidy.

Gil Lucas 
 Gil Lucas of Holmes Beach and Bradenton died 
April 22.
 He was born in pittsburgh and raised in Swissvale, 

Pennsylvania.
 He served in the U.S. Marines 
during the Korean War before attend-
ing Indiana University of Pennsylva-
nia, where he met the love of his life, 
Suzanne McClements.
 In Pennsylvania, they raised 
their family in Edgewood, where Mr. 

Lucas was active at the Edgewood Community Club 
and a big supporter of the town’s high school sports 
teams. He was a member of Alcoma Country Club and 
enjoyed playing golf.
 Later, in retirement, he joined the Bradenton Coun-
try Club and continued to be welcomed into many 
foursomes.
 He was passionate about sports, family and friends. 
He never missed the opportunity to tell a great story 
and was an enthusiastic supporter of all pittsburgh 
sports teams. Famously, his wife joked that her ashes 
should be spread at pitt Stadium so he would visit her 
at least six times every fall.
 He held sales and marketing positions with the 
pittsburgh Condors, pittsburgh Hornets and pittsburgh 
Triangles, a charter franchise of World Team Tennis. 
 A longtime member and offi cer of the pittsburgh 
Radio & Television Club, now the Media Association 
of pittsburgh, he held positions with TV 11 and 53 in 
pittsburgh, as well as Tele-Communications Inc.
 He was considered a pioneer in the early days of 
cable television, brought one of the fi rst cable TVpro-
viders to pittsburgh and was the creator of the city’s 
fi rst all-sports cable network. 

 When he retired in 1999, he and wife Suzanne 
moved full-time to Holmes Beach, where they had 
previously spent many spring training seasons enter-
taining baseball players, KBL sponsors and advertis-
ers, friends and family. Their beach home was open to 
visitors and a popular spot for friends to gather.
 He had an encyclopedic knowledge of sports, 
movies and general trivia. Even in his last days, he 
fi red trivia questions at his visitors and caregivers.
 Anyone who spent more than 15 minutes with 
him felt like his favorite. He was kind, generous and 
fi ercely proud of his children and their spouses, show-
ered his grandchildren and great-grandchildren with 
love, tickets to sporting events and endless scoops of 
ice cream and never hesitated to help a friend in need, 
especially if his friend needed tickets to a game or 
entrance to a golf course.
 Donations may be sent to Christ Church of Long-
boat Key, 6400 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key 
FL 34228. A memorial service, followed by a reception 
in the church hall, will be held at 11 a.m., Monday, May 
7, at Christ Church. An additional celebration of his life 
will take place in pittsburgh in mid-July. Brown & Sons 
Funeral Homes & Crematory 43rd Street Chapel is in 
charge of arrangements. Condolences may be made to 
www.brownandsonsfuneral.com.
 Survivors include Kim and Burt Young; Gary and 
Wendy Lucas; Abby Rath; Becky and Doug Spirak; 
Molly Brown; and their children and grandchildren.

John Franklin Reed Jr.
 John Franklin Reed Jr., 75, of Bradenton Beach, 
died April 22.
 Mr. Reed, a twin and the oldest of fi ve boys, was 
born March 30, 1943, to the late John F. Reed and Ann 
Walter Reed in St. Louis. 

Lucas
Reed

Margaret A. Mowry
 Margaret A. Mowry, 86, of Holmes Beach, died 
April 22. She was born March 13, 1932, in Middle-
branch, ohio, to Achillo and Concetta Rainieri.
 Margaret married husband Earl in January 1953 
and they moved to Florida, where they owned and 
operated Island TV in Holmes Beach for more than 
40 years. 
 She was an active member of St. Bernard Catholic 
Church in Holmes Beach and the St. Bernard women’s 
guild.
 She also belonged to St. Francis Church in Frank-
lin, North Carolina.
 A Funeral Mass was to be celebrated at 10:30 
a.m. Tuesday, May 1, at St. Bernard, 248 S. Harbor 
Dr., Holmes Beach. The Manasota Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.
 Mrs. Mowry is survived by her husband of 65 
years, Earl; sons patrick and wife Becky and Richard 
Mowry, all of Bradenton; grandchildren Christopher, 
Crista, Denise and Jennifer and Christie Mulherin; sib-
lings Florence and husband Tony DeGirolmo, John and 
wife Betty Rainieri, Joe Rainieri, Veronica Priest and 
Nancy Rainieri. 

 He attended Andrew Ward High 
School in Fairfield, Connecticut, 
where he played football. He was a 
proud graduate of the University of 
Mississippi. 
 He had a long, varied and colorful 
career in sales, primarily as a manu-
facturer’s representative.

 He enjoyed spending time with his “gene pool,” 
being on the golf course with his buddies, sharing 
“remember when” stories, telling jokes and talking 
football, especially ol’ Miss Football.
 In his retirement, he moved to his waterfront para-
dise in Bradenton Beach, where he served as a member 
of the Scenic WAVES advisory committee. He loved 
walking the beach, watching the sunset and listening 
to classic country music.
 No formal service is planned. The family asks that 
friends celebrate Mr. Reed in their loving memories 
of him. Interment will be in Lake Forest Cemetery in 
Grand Haven, Michigan, where he and his companion, 
former Bradenton Beach Commissioner Janie Robert-
son, met in 1957.
 Mr. Reed is survived by his children, Jeffrey and 
wife Kim, Matthew and wife Anne, Alison and husband 
Denny; 11 grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
brothers Jim, Tom, Bill and Bob; and an enormous and 
loving extended family, as well as his middle-school 
sweetheart and companion, Janie Robertson, former 
Bradenton Beach commissioner, her family and a mul-
titude of dear friends.

Anna Maria sets meeting 
for review of 10-year plan

 Anna Maria commissioners will meet at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 8, to review the city’s 10-year plan.
 Mayor Dan Murphy presented commissioners 
with a list of funded projects, and what remains to 
be budgeted. 
 None of the $145,000 allocated to property 
acquisition has been spent this fi scal year, Murphy 
told commissioners. He suggested they city could 
roll the amount to the 2018-19 fi scal year. 
 More than $92,000 will go toward the city pier 
and parks — $50,000 for pier demolition and some 
$40,000 for beach access and park improvements.
 Landscaping and city hall park work is ongoing, 
as is street work, as indicated in Murphy’s report. 
 The city budgeted $200,000 for pier rehab before 
Hurricane Irma, now earmarked for the rebuild. 
 Murphy also suggested reallocating funds ear-
marked for refurbishing Bell Haven park adjacent 
to the Anna Maria Island Historical Society. 
 other projects yet to begin, or be funded, include 
dredging canals, equipment purchase and improving 
irrigation wells. A plan to remodel city hall, install 
traffi c signals on pine Avenue and develop a water-
taxi landing at the city pier also are not funded. 
 Murphy asked commissioners to evaluate costs 
of each project, as well as consider other projects 
they may want to pursue, for the May 8 discussion.
 — Bianca Benedí
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simple cremations

$740
simple burials

$1,195

SoundChoiceCremation.com

Online arrangements available

Sarasota (941) 312-6371 | Manatee (941) 213-9234

For a free hearing screening, call 941.795.2811

Here to serve you!
Dr. Jill Diesman — a graduate 
of Washington University, St. 
Louis, and the Central Institute 
for the Deaf, is skilled in 
diagnostic, rehabilitative and 
other services for hearing, 
balance, tinnitus management, 
and related audiological fi elds.

501 VILLAGE 
GREEN PKWY., 
STE. 16, 
BRADENTON

Potluck picnic  
for the ages

Cortezians Arnold 
“Soupy” Davis, 91, J.B. 

Crawford, 83, Albert Few, 
97, Wanda Fulford, 84, 

Mary Fulford Green, 92, 
and John McDonald, 85, 
accumulating 532 birth-
days, gather April 21 at 
the Miller-Few dock for 

the annual native picnic in 
Cortez. Islander Courtesy 

Photos: Kris Martinez, 
Cortez Cultural Center

Albert Few 
and James 

“Wyre” Lee 
reminisce 
and pause 

for a photo at 
the April 21 

annual picnic 
in Cortez.

Protect the things you love.
941-244-4743

Call for friendly service and a 
quote on the things you love!

Home, boat, auto, golf cart, 
motorcycle, umbrella, fl ood, commer-

cial, fi re, personal liability, 
investment property, life, annuities, 
hybrid long-term care, Medicare, 
supplement plans, advantage and 

prescription plans.  

Historical society awards scholarships
Olivia Glavan, left, of Manatee High School, and 
Roselyn Ward of West Bradenton Christian School 
hold their scholarship awards April 25 at the Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Lynn Brennan, right, president of AMIHS, 
presented the awards — $2,000 college scholar-
ships. Glavan plans to major in biology, while Ward 
will pursue a career in medicine. The winners were 
honored during the Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce April mixer at the historical society’s 
Belle Haven cottage. Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

Cortez co-op owners celebrate a decade in the ‘park’

Then-Cortez Park owner Harry Howey Sr., left, with 
daughter Kathie Howey, right, addresses residents 
in 2008 about the co-op effort to save the park. “It’s 
about preserving for the future,” Howey Sr. said. 
Islander File Photo

By Sandy Ambrogi
Islander Reporter

 In 2006, a storm of sorts was blowing into Cortez 
harder than a summer squall.
 In a prime waterfront location on the south side of 
the Cortez Bridge on the mainland, the quaint Cortez 
park, a 79-home trailer park, was a bull’s-eye for 
developers.
 The 5-acre property, with 620 feet on Sarasota 
Bay, dozens of trailer sites, five recreational vehicle 
slots and some outbuildings, was purchased by Harry 
Howey Sr. in 1959.
 For three-plus decades, residents populated the 

trailer park and seasonal visitors returned year after 
year to the waterfront community. In 1988, Howey Sr. 
sold the property to his son Butch. 
 It was some years later that the storm started brew-
ing.
 In 2005, Butch Howey set a price of $14.75 mil-
lion for the property, but it remained unsold. An out-
side buyer, a developer, offered $10.8 million in late 
2006 but the deal failed to materialize.
 Tensions grew between father and son. Nervous 
homeowners feared they would be forced to relocate.
 Howey Sr., as well as his son, still lived in the 
park.
 Residents, under the urging of Howey Sr. and 
others, decided to purchase the property rather than 
lose their home sites.
 They soon found themselves in a Catch-22 — they 
had to buy the park through a co-op but couldn’t form 
one until they owned the property.
 After much rumbling and strained negotiations, 38 
homeowners raised $2.4 million for a down payment, 
and Butch Howey agreed to finance a mortgage for the 
balance. The residents of the trailer park became the 
owners.
 Gloria Weir, resort manager and broker, said April 
17 only about $4.3 million remains on the note 10 
years later.
 “We have 63 shareholders in the park today hold-
ing a total of 91 shares. At the April 12 celebration, 
87 folks enjoyed an afternoon of live music, dancing 
and a catered dinner to mark a decade of owning the 
park,” Weir said in a phone interview.
 In 2008, Doug Morgan, who helped mobilize the 
residents to purchase, said, “It’s a marvelous bit of old 
Florida.”
 It should stay that way — at least for the near 
future.
 Today, Cortez Park sits within the overlay for the 
Cortez historic district, where Manatee County rules 
and regulations govern development for the park and 
the village. 

Residents of Cortez 
Park, 12507 Cortez 
Road, Cortez, gather 
April 12 for a picnic 
celebrating 10 years 
of co-op ownership. In 
April 2008, 38 hom-
eowners raised $2.4 
million for the down 
payment to close a deal 
to save the trailer park 
from being sold to new 
owners and possible 
redevelopment. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Gloria 
Weir
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Cops & Court
By Kathy Prucnell, Islander Reporter

By Kathy PrucnellStreetlife

Sarasota woman arrested 
for DUI in Holmes Beach

 Passed out across the front seat in a Toyota Corolla 
was how police found a Sarasota woman April 13 in 
the Manatee public Beach parking lot.

 Holmes Beach police arrested 
Stephanie Schmitt, 42, at 5:21 a.m. 
for driving under the infl uence after 
offi cers awakened her and removed 
her from the car.
 According to police reports, offi -
cers were called out for a disabled 
vehicle and they observed Schmitt 

in the car with the hazard lights activated.
 Schmitt allegedly repeated but did not answer 
some questions posed by HBpD offi cer Tom Fraser.
 Noting signs of impairment, Fraser asked Schmitt 
to participate in fi eld-sobriety and breath-alcohol- 
measurement tests, but she refused. Schmitt was taken 
into custody and transported to the Manatee County 
jail.
 At her first court appearance, a 12th Circuit 
judge released Schmitt with supervision, pending her 
arraignment, which is set for 8:25 a.m. Wednesday, 
May 16, at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 
Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.

Schmitt

Tacos   Burgers   Seafood

Breakfast ~ Lunch ~ Dinner
7:30am - 10pm Daily

Live Music ~ Gulf View Patio
Happy Hour 12-6 Daily & All Day Sunday

Family Friendly...bring the kiddos!

www.WickedCantina.com

101  7th Street N., Bradenton Beach Fl. 34217 (941) 281-2990
NEW ~ Fall 2017!  1603 N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, Fl. (941) 706-2395

Reservations are required for all events 
 For Reservations, Call (941) 758-1467        

imgacademygolfclub.com

Sunday, May 13th, 2018
12:30 Seating 

$26.95++ per person

Check out this brunch menu on our website!

BB man arrested on warrant, 
sentenced in burglary

 The same day a 19-year-old Bradenton Beach man 
was sentenced for a Holmes Beach burglary he was 
arrested on a warrant for possessing a short-barreled 
shotgun.
 Amado Zeppi pleaded no contest April 19 to 
counts of armed burglary, grand theft, battery to a law 
enforcement offi cer, possessing burglary tools and 
criminal mischief in connection with an october 2017 
break-in at a palm Harbor Drive residence.
 The state dropped charges of threatening a Holmes 
Beach police offi cer, criminal mischief, possessing 
marijuana and carrying a concealed weapon.
 Twelfth Circuit Judge Edward Nicholas sentenced 
Zeppi to fi ve years of drug offender probation and 
ordered the same sentence in a separate case originat-
ing from a July 2017 arrest on drug and paraphernalia 
charges.
 The judge withheld adjudication on all counts and 
ordered the sentences to run concurrently.
 He also ordered Zeppi to write a letter apologiz-
ing to the victim and to be released into a Bridges of 
America residential treatment program.
 HBPD arrested Zeppi as he was loading up an 
SUV with TVs and kayaks, while carrying Mace and 
a knife. He swore and spit at offi cers, according to the 
police report.
 While in Manatee County jail, the MCSo served 
Zeppi with the warrant for illegally possessing the 
short-barreled shotgun in Hillsborough County.
 Fines and court costs of $552 were assessed in the 
burglary case, in the drug case, $813.

Sarasota woman crashes 
into crosswalk sign, faces DUI
 Apparently asleep at the wheel, a woman in an 
SUV struck a crosswalk sign at Manatee Avenue and 
Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach.
 Holmes Beach police offi cer Alan Bores responded 
at 10 p.m. April 18 and reported the sign “on the 

ground in pieces” and the SUV with 
front-end damage at the entrance to 
the Manatee public Beach.
 Sitting in the driver’s seat of the 
parked SuV was Keri Lynn Forbes, 
53, of Sarasota. She was arrested for 
driving under the infl uence after per-
forming poorly on fi eld tests.

 HBpD offi cer Mike Walker conducted a crash 
investigation and advised Forbes she was at fault.
 During a search of the vehicle, police allegedly 
found a glass pipe with a burnt pill in Forbes’ purse. 
She told the offi cer the pill was Klonopin, a drug she’d 
taken four hours earlier, the report stated.
 Forbes was taken to the HBpD station, where she 
provided a breath sample, which registered no blood 
alcohol content, as well as a urine sample, which was 
pending a test result.
 In addition to the DUI charge, police ticketed 
Forbes with careless driving.

Forbes

Island police blotter
Anna Maria
 April 15, 500 block of Blue Heron, open door. 
Responding to a burglar alarm, a Manatee County 
sheriff’s deputy found an open door and determined 
no break-in occurred. The deputy secured the home.

Anna Maria is policed by MCSO.
Bradenton Beach
 April 19, 2400 block of Avenue B, disorderly 
intoxication. Bradenton Beach police responded to 
an intoxicated woman trying to gain entry to a res-
idence as the owner, who didn’t know the woman, 
was restraining her. Asked where she was staying, the 
woman told an offi cer: “Right (expletive) here.” She 
then told the offi cer she loved him, wanted to sleep 
with him and had to be restrained from grabbing him. 
She was arrested and went kicking and screaming to 
the Manatee County jail.

April 20, Sports Lounge, 118 Bridge St., trespass. 
Bradenton Beach police witnessed a bartender warn 
a 33-year-old palmetto woman for trespass. The bar-
tender told police she caused problems at the bar.
 Bradenton Beach is policed by BBPD.
cortez
 April 12, 4328 127th St. W., Cortez Watersports, 
information. A Manatee County sheriff’s deputy 
responded to a disturbance. one man complained 

 She was taken into custody and transported to the 
Manatee County jail and, after posting a $2,500 bond, 
she was released.
 Forbes’ arraignment is set for 9 a.m. Friday, May 
18, at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 1051 Mana-
tee Ave. W., Bradenton.

another man videotaped him on his cellphone. The 
offi cer said videotaping was oK because they were 
in a public place. The other man said the complainant 
nearly hit him in his vehicle and yelled profanities at 
him while he was walking his dog. The offi cer noted 
inconsistencies in the man’s story.
 April 17. 4110 127th St. W., Seafood Shack, 
domestic disturbance. A couple’s argument about 
travel plans and their relationship ended with them 
deciding to separate and leave Florida.
 April 17, 3800 block of 116th Street Court West, 
fraud. A man reported a fi nancing scam he encountered 
while attempting to buy a limousine. The man sent a 
$700 check to what he thought was a legitimate com-
pany but, when he discovered the fraud, he contacted 
his bank and he was reimbursed.

Cortez is policed by MCSO.
Holmes Beach
 April 19, Anchor Inn, 3015 Gulf Drive, disorderly 
intoxication. Holmes Beach police were called about 
a man without an ID refusing to leave the bar. When 
offi cers arrived, the bar manager told them the man left 
on a bicycle with no lights. A man was observed falling 
off his bike in the roadway and police activated the 
squad’s emergency lights. The man became enraged, 
cursed and refused orders to sit on the ground. He was 
handcuffed, arrested and transported to the Manatee 

County jail.
 April 19, Manatee public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, 
drugs. on patrol, an offi cer observed a woman driving 
in the parking lot without a seat belt and an improperly 
displayed vehicle tag. While checking on her driver’s 
license, the offi cer noticed the woman clutched her 
purse to her chest so police searched it and found 
heroin, marijuana and syringes. She told police the 
heroin wasn’t hers and the marijuana belonged to her 
but she was taking it to someone else. The woman was 
arrested and transported to the Manatee County jail.
 April 20, Paradise Bagels, 3220 E. Bay Drive, 
Baker Act. A woman began acting delusional and her 
caretakers became unable to care for her. police took 
her into custody and to a medical facility.
 April 21, 49th Street and the beach, theft. A family 
left a camera bag with equipment on a bench while 
taking photos at sunset near the water. They returned 
to the bench after about 10 minutes and discovered 
the camera case missing. It contained a camera, lens, 
charger and memory sticks valued at $370.

Holmes Beach is policed by HBPD.
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Island watch
 In the event of an emergency, call 911.
 To report information on island crime, call 
the MCSo Anna Maria substation, 941-708-8899; 
Bradenton Beach police, 941-778-6311; or Holmes 
Beach police, 941-708-5804.

Another round of ID skimmer thefts hit Holmes Beach
By Kathy prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Buyer beware.
 Mid-April saw two pumps at the Citgo in Holmes 
Beach violated by credit-card skimmers.
 Owner Ali Ghasemi reported devices were wired 
inside the gas pumps at 3:05 p.m. April 14 — almost 
two years after the last bout of skimming at the station, 
3015 Gulf Drive, on May 9, May 11 and May 13 in 
2016.
 Responding to the new incident, HBpD officer 
Jason Higgins observed the devices attached to pumps 
2 and 5.
 According to his report, they acted as “a go-
between with the purpose of defrauding the gas station 
and customers who pay with credit and debit cards.”
 No pry marks were found outside the pumps.
 police suspect those responsible are able to unlock 
the pump doors and place the devices without detec-
tion.
 After personal data is gleaned from magnetic strips 
on credit and debit cards, thieves are known to sell or 
convert the information to counterfeit cards and make 
fraudulent purchases. The fraudsters can use wireless 
technology to retrieve information from some devices 
and don’t need to return to extract the data.
 Ghasemi said he checks the pumps every morn-
ing to determine if security strips are broken and each 
Saturday he verifies the pumps are unaltered inside.
 While his gas station and store have a surveillance 
system, as far as retrieving a video of the April crime, 
Ghasemi said, “What’s the point.”

A man suspected in a May 2016 skimming theft 
is shown on video at the Citgo station in Holmes 
Beach. HBPD is seeking help from the public to 
identify the man. Islander File Photo

 Skimmers have been eluding law enforcement 
since the 2016 incident at the Citgo, according to 
Holmes Beach Detective Sgt. Brian Hall.
 In December 2017, the Sarasota County Sher-
iff’s office arrested Yoandy perez Del-prado, 34, and 
Michel Varona Saaverdra, 18, both of Miami, on mul-
tiple fraud charges connected with the use of scanning 
devices.
 However, court records show the local charges 
were dropped April 20, four days after a judge set trial 
dates in the cases.
 The reason?
 According to memos from Assistant State Attorney 
Melissa Gould to the sheriff’s office: “Since the filing 
of the information the federal government has initiated 
prosecution” and law enforcement “is agreeable with 
this resolution.”
 Hall said skimmers are “making their rounds,” 
and he is hoping for a video to further investigate the 
Holmes Beach crime. Another unsolved fuel pump 
skimmer case was reported April 11 by the 7-Eleven 
store at 2011 Cortez Road W., Bradenton.

 Longboat Key Detective Lt. Robert Bourque said 
skimming is “very common.” Longboat’s been hit 
three times in the past two years. He believes the per-
petrators have keys to the pumps and return from time 
to time.
 To protect personal data, Bourque recommended 
credit cards over debit card transactions, because they 
are quicker to reimburse victims, and to monitor per-
sonal accounts.
 Hall suggested people go inside if they pay with 
debit or credit cards or pay with cash.
 But beware — Ghasemi said he heard of a skim-
ming device placed inside another store in Cortez.
 “It’s everywhere,” he added.
 Anyone with information on the fraud cases is 
encouraged to call HBpD at 941-778-CopS (2677), 
or make an anonymous tip to Crime Stoppers at 866-
634-TIpS.

Bradenton Beach code enforcement officer Gail Gar-
neau finishes pumping gas April 24 at the Holmes 
Beach Citgo 10 days after credit-card skimmers 
hit the pumps at 3015 Gulf Drive. Islander Photo: 
Kathy Prucnell
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ELLENTON
1525 51st Ave East
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LANDSIDE
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1st snowy plover nests, black skimmer nests on horizon
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 After a drawn out dual with winter, spring has pre-
vailed on Anna Maria Island.
 Shorebirds, including snowy plovers and black 
skimmers, are either nesting or exhibiting pre-nesting 
behavior.
 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird 
Monitoring volunteers monitor birds and sea turtle 
nests to account and report the fi ndings to the Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and 
Manatee County based on the county beach renour-
ishment contract. 
 AMITW has conducted biweekly bird surveys 
throughout the winter and early spring on island 
beaches, according to executive director Suzi Fox.
 Fox said for several years AMITW has counted 
11 snowy plovers, but so far this year the most she has 
seen is eight of the small sand-colored birds, which 
are designated threatened by the state.
 As of April 25, AMITW reported fi ve snowy plo-
vers on the island.
 Three eggs were spotted April 24 in the fi rst docu-
mented snowy plover nest of the season, located on 
the beach in north Holmes Beach, where three snowy 

plovers are residing.
 “There were only two eggs yesterday and they 
only begin sitting on the eggs after the third has been 
laid,” AMITW volunteer Pete Gross said April 24.
 Male and female plovers take turns sitting on the 
eggs until the last one hatches, according to Gross.
 The eggs take about a month to hatch.
 According to Fox, another snowy plover nest is 

A snowy plover sits April 24 on its nest, protecting 
three eggs on the beach in north Holmes Beach. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy Pete Gross/AMITW

A snowy plover looks 
back toward the dunes 
April 24 on its walk 
to the water’s edge in 
Holmes Beach. Islander 
Photo: ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes

A black skimmer 
glides over the Gulf 
of Mexico with a 
fresh catch in its 
beak. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Pete Gross/
AMITW

being watched on the beach near Bean point in Anna 
Maria.
 As of April 24, black skimmers were congregating 
in several colonies on island beaches, with some colo-
nies containing nearly 100 birds, according to Fox.
 The black-and-white birds with a splash of orange 
on their beaks earn their names by gliding across the 
water’s surface, skimming for food.
 Skimmers also are protected, as they are threat-
ened under Florida’s endangered species rule. 
 Fox said the birds are “busy doing their pre-
mating dance” and it is important that people not 
interfere.
 “These birds are just starting to fl irt and wink at 
each other,” Fox said April 23. “It is important that 
people leave them alone and do not chase them or 
charge into colonies on the beach.”
 She said the fi rst skimmer nests usually are laid 
by the end of May — Memorial Day weekend.
 To report sick or injured shorebirds to the FWC 
Wildlife Alert Hotline call1-888-404-3922, #FWC or 
*FWC on a cellphone or text tip@myfwc.com.
 For more information about AMITW, or to vol-
unteer as a bird steward, contact Fox at suzilfox@
gmail.com or 941-778-5638.

Three snowy plover eggs 
were spotted April 24 
on the beach in Holmes 
Beach. The nest is the 
fi rst documented in the 
2018 nesting season. 
Islander Photo: Cour-
tesy Pete Gross/AMITW

WINNER BEST GERMAN RESTAURANT 
HOURS Monday–Saturday 11 am–8:30 pm
4625 Cortez Road W. [next to Publix]
www.lucky-frog.com • 941.795.2132

GERMAN & MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE
BEER & WINE | BEER GARDEN

German Music Party • Saturday, May 5th  • 5 pm to 8 pm

@LuckyFrogRestaurant

Best 10 Restaurant
out of 600

We will be open on Sunday, May 13th 5-8.30 pm
Choose our special Mother's Day Menu

or from our selected regular Menu
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941.778.6614 
3007 GULF DRIVE HOLMES BEACH 

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED!

OPEN 7 DAYS

CATERING – we deliver
 for large parties

Anna Maria Oyster Bar 

Pieron
the

Waterfront Dining at

Open Daily • 8am-9pm 
Breakfast 8am-11am • Weekend Brunch 11am-2pm  

200 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach, FL • OysterBar.net

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Call (941) 778-AMOB (2662) for Beach-to-Pier Shuttle!

941.778.1320
http://schnitzel.house
3246 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

Special: Beer-Cheese, Potato Soup. 
German Gourmet Reuben ~ Corned Beef and 
Sauerkraut in Swiss Cheese Cream Sauce, 
Spätzle and side salad.
HAXEN FRI-SAT NIGHTS (reserve ahead) 

Dinner Monday-Saturday 5-9

Sounds in the storm
 In a continued study of the science journals, I 
recently read how Arctic sea ice is becoming a spring 
hazard for North Atlantic ships.

 I read that the melting of Arctic 
mountain glaciers over the past 400 
years is unprecedented and that winter 
wave heights are on the rise in west-
ern Europe.
 I recently fi nished a fascinating 
report about the sounds of volcanic 
thunder, a study on the “spout secrets” 

of the blue whale and also a paper on how Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria temporarily altered nature’s chorus.
 In this latter study, researchers about a year ago 
placed equipment in coastal forests and coral reefs in 
puerto Rico to continuously record ambient sound.
 The researchers wanted to capture land and sea 
soundscapes on the southwest coast of the island, 
according to a paper presented this spring at the bien-
nial oceans Sciences Meeting, an assembly attended 
by more than 4,000 scientists.
 The recordings captured animal vocalizations and 
documented how they changed over time. 
 Last fall, when Hurricanes Irma and Maria hit 
Puerto Rico, the acoustic monitoring equipment 
recorded short-term changes in the seascape. 
 The recordings revealed fi sh increased the inten-
sity of their nightly choruses in the days after Irma.
 During Maria, the clicking of snapping shrimp — 
one of the loudest animal noises in the ocean — plum-
meted and the usually precise snapping rhythm was 
disrupted for days.
 In coastal forests, researchers said the hurricanes 
had longer lasting impacts on the soundscape. 
 For example, for three weeks after Maria, there 
was a marked reduction in insect sounds.
 The fi ndings suggest scientists can use a sound-
scape to measure environmental change, according to 
the paper’s lead author, Ben Gottesman, a doctoral 
candidate at Purdue University in Indiana.
 Felix Martinez, an ecologist with the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Administration’s National Cen-
ters for Coastal ocean Science, presented the fi ndings 
to the meeting. He said, “Sometimes you can’t visually 
assess an impact, but you can certainly capture that 
through changes in the soundscape.”
 one reason fi sh chorused more after Irma is the 

Neff

By Lisa Neff

water became very turbid, making it more diffi cult for 
predators to see them, according to Gottesman.
 A reason for the change in snapping during Maria? 
Turbidity might have muffl ed the snaps or the intense 
current kept shrimps from seeking prey.
 After Maria passed, the shrimps’ snapping might 
have diminished because the critters were busy clean-
ing up their burrows after the hurricane disrupted the 
habitat.
 I remember how busy we were cleaning up our 
Anna Maria Island bungalows and businesses in the 
days after Irma disrupted our habitat. But I also recall 
that our vocalizations got louder and our clicking and 
clacking more frequent — just the opposite of those 

snapping shrimps.

look ahead, prepare
 The 2018 Atlantic hurricane season officially 
begins June 1 and continues through the month of 
November. 
 An early forecast from Colorado State University 
calls for a slightly above average season.
 Scientists philip J. Klotzbach and Michael M. Bell 
predicted: 14 named storms, 70 named storm days, 
seven hurricanes, 30 hurricane days, three major hur-
ricanes and seven major hurricane days. 
 In 2017, there were 17 named storms, 10 hurri-
canes, six major hurricanes.

An image of Hur-
ricane Irma in the 
Atlantic, provided 
by hurricane 
hunters with the 
National Oce-
anic Atmospheric 
Administration. 
Islander Courtesy 
Photo

Researchers 
deploy a hydro-
phone — a micro-
phone that records 
sound underwater 
— on a shelf-edge 
habitat called 
Weinberg Reef off 
the shore of Puerto 
Rico. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy 
Rebecca Becicka, 
Alex Veglia, Jack 
Olson
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Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders

LIGHT TACKLE • FLY
Over 30 years experience in local waters • USCG Licensed
Full / Half Day Trips • 941.387.8383 (H) • 941.232.8636 (C)

www.captainwarren.com  Facebook: Captain Warren

Fishing Charters
Capt. Warren Girle

INSHORE
Redfi sh 
Snook

OFFSHORE
Snapper
Grouper

G C

Capt. Warren Girle
RE O

S
G

Fishing Charters

Wet Slips

Fuel Dock
Full Service Marine Mechanic
Tackle Shop and Water Sports

AM City Pier tides; Cortez high tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW Moon

May 2 2:56a 1.4 1:08p 2.5 6:48a 1.1 8:45p -0.2
May 3 3:48a 1.4 1:38p 2.5 7:08a 1.2 9:28p -0.2
May 4 4:52a 1.3 2:12p 2.4 7:31a 1.2 10:17p -0.1
May 5 2:52p 2.3 — — 11:12p -0.1 — —
May 6 3:42p 2.1 — — — — — —
May 7 8:47a 1.5 4:49p 1.9 12:11a 0.0 10:58a 1.4
May 8 9:11a 1.6 6:22p 1.8 1:10a 0.1 1:07p 1.4 3rd
May 9 9:33a 1.7 8:00p 1.7 2:05a 0.2 2:33p 1.2

By Kevin p. Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 After four weeks of action in the adult soccer 
league at the Center of Anna Maria Island, Legler & 
Flynn Law is clinging to first place and a 4-0 unbeaten 
season. 
 Sato Real Estate and Lancaster Design are right 

on their heels with matching 3-1 
records, while Moss Builders and 
Slim’s Place are tied for fourth place 
at 1-2-1. Acqua Aveda dropped to 
sixth place and a 1-3 record, while 
Mar/Kis Insurance remained in last 
place at 1-3-1.
 Slim’s place made the jump in 

the standings thanks to a 4-2 victory over Ross Built 
to open the April 26 action at the center. Andre Lewis 
exploded for four goals, while Nate Welch had an 
assist and Will Case made five saves in the victory.
 Chris Culhane and Omar Polar each notched a 
goal for Ross Built, which received four saves from 
Robb Marshall in the loss.
 Legler & Flynn held on for a 4-3 victory over 
Acqua Aveda to remain unbeaten behind a pair of 
goals from Amy Ivin and a goal and an assist from 
Chris Le Clainche. Shay Coleman added a goal, while 
Diego Felipe and Steve oelfke chipped in with assists 
in the victory.
 Eric Pullen scored a hat trick to lead Acqua 
Aveda, which also received an assist from Miguel 
Ajoy and four saves from Jason Sato in the loss.
 Lancaster Design rolled to a 4-0 victory over Mar/
Kis Insurance in the third match of the evening behind 
a hat trick by Danny Anderson and a goal from Robert 
Armstrong. John Coleman added an assist and Trey 

Cassidy

Legal team still chasing perfection on center soccer field
Horne made five saves in goal to record the shutout.
 Goalie Mario prino made six saves in the loss for 
Mar/Kis Insurance.
 Sato Real Estate rolled to a 10-2 victory over Moss 
Builders behind four goals and two assists from Damir 
Glavan and a hat trick from Jose Casaras. Josh Sato 
chipped in a goal and two assists and Nate Talucci had 
a goal and an assist. Francisco oliviera completed the 
route with a goal and Jordan Demers finished with five 
saves.
 Stephen Adair and Chris Scott scored a goal each 
to lead Moss Builders, which received six saves from 
goalie Josh Bernet in the loss.
 The center is at 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.

Youth soccer completes week 2
 After two weeks of youth soccer action at the center, 
Signarama has impressive 2-0 start, though Bins Be 
Clean is on their heels with a 2-1 record. Progressive 
Cabinetry is alone in third with a 1-1 record, while 
Planet Stone is in fourth place with an 0-1-1 record, 
just ahead of Salty printing with an 0-2-1 record and 
last place.
 Signarama moved to 2-0 with a 3-1 victory over 
planet Stone behind three goals from Connor Samblis 
and a save from Kendall Rice in goal.
 Krosby Lamison led planet Stone with a goal and 
a save, while Evan Talucci finished with two saves in 
the loss.
 Bins Be Clean kept pace in the standings with Sig-
narama with a 3-2 victory over Salty Printing. Jack-
son pakbaz led the way with a pair of goals, while JM 
Feeney chipped in a goal.
 Frankie Coleman led Salty printing with two goals, 
while Jack Mattick finished with two saves in the loss.

Key royale golf news
 Another week of mild spring weather brought a 
bevy of Key Royale Club members to the golf course, 
starting with the men’s weekly modified Stableford-
system match April 23.
 Marty Hicks captured individual honors with a 
plus-4, a point ahead of Steve Pfeil and Greg Shorten, 
who finished in a tie for second place.
 Shorten teamed with Glenn Greenfelder, Blake Ress 
and Dan Richardson on a plus-5 to tie the team of Hoyt 
Miller, Keith offenhauer, Jere Rice and Tom Solosky 
for first-place honors. Not sure who had to buy in the 
clubhouse following the round.
 The women took over the course April 24 for a nine-
hole individual-low-net match in four flights, including 
a side game of low score on even holes.
 Helen pollock fired a 3-under-par 29 to win Flight 
A by four shots over second-place finisher pam Lowry, 
who carded an even-par 32 and a chipin on the ninth 
hole.
 Sue Christenson’s matching 32 gave her first place 
in Flight B with Connie Lovanos alone in second with 
a 2-over-par 34.
 Jan Turner carded a 3-under-par 29 to win Flight C 
by a stroke over Barb Harold, while Sue Wheeler was 
another shot back in third.
 Marty Clark captured Flight D with an even-par 
32, while Markie Ksiazek’s 5-over-par 37 earned her a 
second-place finish.
 Turner won the side game with a 17 on the four 
even-numbered holes, while Janet Razze carded a chipin 
on the first hole.
 The men were back on the course April 26 for a 
nine-hole scramble. The team of Marty Hicks, Jim Men-
zies, Terry Schaefer and Quentin Talbert combined on a 
5-under-par 27 to earn clubhouse bragging rights for the 
day. The team of Dean Christenson, Jon Holcomb and 
Fred Miller were two strokes back in second place.

Horseshoe news
 Two teams managed 3-0 pool-play records and met 
in the finals to determine bragging rights in the April 25 
horseshoe action at the Anna Maria City Hall horseshoe 
pits.
 The team of Herb Heesch and Dom Livedoti ran 
roughshod over Gary Howcroft and Jay Disbrow by a 
22-6 score to earn a trip to the winner’s circle.
 Three teams advanced to the knockout stage during 
April 28 action. Bob Rowley and Livedoti drew the 
bye into the final and watched as Gene Bobeldyk and 
Rod Bussey defeated Hank Huyghe and Neil Hennessey 
23-16 to earn their way into the finals. Bobeldyk and 
Bussey overtook Rowley and Livedoti 23-18 thanks to 
a game ending, double-ringer by Bobeldyk to grab the 
day’s bragging rights.
 Play gets underway at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
 There is no charge to play and everyone is wel-
come.

941-323-7892

THE ORIGINAL 
BAIT BOAT IS BACK!

LIVE Whitebait & Crabs
On the water at the Kingfish Boat Ramp

‘For the 
Dogs’

Winners of the 
April 28 Moon-

racer Pet Rescue 
“Golf Goes to 

the Dogs” golf 
tournament at 

Terra Ceia Bay 
Golf & Tennis 

Club in Palmetto, 
Tom Stratton, Mick 

McCracken, Dick
Chumlee and

Brian Grabert 
pose for a photo 

on the course. 
Islander Photo: 

Melanie  
McKeever
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By Capt. Danny Stasny
Islander Reporter

 As we move into May, fi shing around Anna Maria 
Island presents endless possibilities. 
 With water temps still hovering in the mid-70s, 
inshore fishing is proving to be excellent. Spotted 
seatrout seem to be dominating the bite. Fishing the lush 

grass fl ats of Sarasota Bay is proving 
to be most productive for these ever-
famous fl ats species. Limits of slot-
size trout are attainable on most days 
with numerous fish 18-20 inches. 
Larger trout of 20-inches and up are 
in abundance. 
Snook fi shing —although catch-and-

release as of May 1 — is providing great backwater 
action. Many slot-size snook are being caught as they 
stage up on the grass flats, heavily feeding before 
migrating to the beaches to spawn. 
 Redfi sh are in the mix, although the real abundance 
of fi sh are still a month or two away. 
 Fishing offshore also is offering up some of the 
best fi shing of the year. Fishing wrecks and reefs is 
resulting in a plethora of species, including permit, 
grouper, snappers, blackfi n tuna, kingfi sh, cobia and 
African pompano. Venturing into the depths of the Gulf 
of Mexico is rewarding for anglers looking for both 
good tablefare and some exceptional fi sh stories.
 May brings the opening of greater amberjack in 
Gulf state waters. The season remains open through 
May 31 and will reopen again Aug. 1 and continue 
through oct. 31. Minimum size limit for greater amber-
jack is 34 inches to the fork with a daily bag limit of 
one fi sh per person.
 Lastly, don’t forget that May is typically the month 
that marks the arrival of tarpon. That’s right — it’s that 
time of year again. A few catches already are being 
reported, which means it’s time to dust off the tarpon 
gear and start cruising the beaches and bays in search 
of the elusive “silver king.”
 on my own Southernaire Fishing Charters, I’m 
concentrating on the back country. Targeting snook and 
spotted seatrout is keeping the rods bent — and fi sh in 
the cooler for my clients, depending on the target.
 Although snook are catch-and-release again, it is 
still fun to target these back-country bruisers. Their 
explosive strikes and drag-screaming runs have anglers 
coming back for more, time and time again. As for 
the trout fi shing, slot-size trout are in abundance, a 
convenience for those anglers who want a good fi ght 
and a fi sh dinner.
 on a final note, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission posted new regulations 
for tripletail and sheepshead, which will go into effect 
July 1. For the tripletail, bag limits will remain the 
same, although the minimum size is increasing from 

Southernaire Fishing Charters

941.465.8932
AnnaMariaFishing

Guide.com

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

Endless fishing possibilities await anglers in May

Stasny

15 inches to 18 inches total length. As for the sheepies, 
the bag limit of 15 per person is reduced to eight fi sh 
per person. 
 Capt. David White of Anna Maria Charters is 
working offshore for a variety of species. When using 
live crabs as bait, permit are being caught by his cli-
ents. This bite is occurring around reefs and wrecks 
in depths of 45 feet or deeper. Switching baits to sar-
dines or pinfi sh is resulting in kingfi sh, red grouper 
and African pompano for White’s anglers. Moving 
inshore, White is fl y fi shing, casting for catch-and-
release snook and spotted seatrout. Small clouser fl ies 
or epoxy minnow are working best, he says. 
 Lastly, White is seeing an occasional tarpon as 
they begin to make a showing on the fl ats.
 Capt. Jason Stock is catching his share of black-
fi n tuna while working offshore. Free-lined shiners or 
cigar minnows are luring these high-speed footballs 
to the hook for his clients. Other catches occurring 
offshore are mangrove snapper, yellowtail snapper, 
amberjack and goliath grouper. 
 For the inshore bite, Stock also is targeting spotted 
seatrout and catch-and-release snook. Both are being 
taken on live shiners, plugs or soft plastics. 
 Jim Malfese at the Rod & Reel Pier is seeing a 
variety of species brought to the deck — including 
catch-and-release over-slot snook and over-slot red-
fi sh. Snook in the 40-inch range are taking the hook of 
anglers using large baits — pinfi sh and large shiners. 
 As for the reds, fi sh in the 36-inch range are taking 
large live shrimp and pinfi sh. other catches on the 
R&R include fl ounder, mackerel and pompano.
 Capt. Warren Girle is fi shing the fl ats of Sarasota 
Bay with good results for his clients. Spotted seatrout are 
dominating the bite with numerous slot-size fi sh being 
reeled to the boat. Free-lining live shiners in depths of 
5-6 feet of water is resulting in limits of trout. 
 Targeting catch-and-release snook is proving to be 
good action for Girle’s anglers. Shallower fl ats of 2-3 

feet are holding these most-famous fl ats fi sh. Finally, 
redfi sh are fi nding their way to Girle’s hook while fi sh-
ing around oyster bars.
 Capt. Aaron Lowman is hooking up with numer-
ous catch-and-release snook along mangrove shore-
lines during strong out going tides. Fishing around 
passes and cuts where good tidal fl ow exists is key to 
this bite, according to Lowman. 
 Fishing deeper grass fl ats is resulting in spotted 
seatrout as well as jack crevalle, ladyfi sh and Spanish 
mackerel for Lowman’s anglers. 
 On calmer days, Lowman is venturing out to the 
artifi cial reefs for mangrove snapper, Spanish and king 
mackerel and an occasional permit.
 Send high-resolution photos and fi shing reports to 
fi sh@islander.org.

Hannah Golden, 13, 
visiting from Concord, 
New Hampshire, shows 
off her fi rst snook catch 
— a 28-incher — caught 
April 26 while on a 
guided fi shing trip with 
Capt. Danny Stasny. 

Ed Kelmenson of Longboat Key caught a nice gag 
grouper while fi shing with live shiners nearshore on 
his birthday, April 22. However, the species is out 
of season and it was photographed and released. 
Kelmenson was guided by Capt. Warren Girle.
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AME calendar
 • Wednesday, May 2, 1:15 p.m. early release.
 • Friday, May 4, schoolwide speech contest in 
auditorium. 
 • Friday, May 4, 8:30-11:30 a.m. blood 
drive.
 • Monday, May 7–Friday, May 11, teacher 
appreciation week.
 • Wednesday, 8 a.m., May 9, bike to school 
from St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 • Thursday, May 10, second-grade estuary 
exploration at AME.
 • Friday, May 11, third-grade estuary explora-
tion at AME.
 • Monday, May 21, fi fth-grade estuary explo-
ration at AME.
 • Tuesday, May 22, fourth-grade estuary explo-
ration at AME.
 • Tuesday, May 22, 5 p.m. pTo dinner and 
6:30 p.m. kindergarten play. 
 • Friday, May 25, 1:15 p.m. early release
 • Monday, May 28, Memorial Day, no 
school. 
 • Tuesday, May 29, last day of school, early 
release at 1:15 p.m. 
 Anna Maria Elementary is at 4700 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 
 For more information, call the school at 941-
708-5525.

By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org

AME fourth-graders follow spring tradition, gather greens

Fourth-graders Karaline Berzowski and Laura Damm hold tomatoes April 23 
from their garden at Anna Maria Elementary. 

Jack Mattick trium-
phantly holds up a 

hand-grown leek 
April 23 after strug-
gling to pull it from 

the dirt. 
Islander Photos: 

Bianca Benedí

Jack Mattick and Drake Ordiway watch April 23 
as University of Florida master gardener Melissa 
Snyder washes dirt from their freshly harvested leeks 
in the AME garden.

Kaia Mondon and Rowyn Shanks work April 23 to 
harvest an exceptionally large eggplant. 

Gabriella Gilbert watches volunteer Marion Kuster weigh her carrot harvest. 

Fourth-grader 
Kasey Lamison 
holds celery 
harvested 
from the AME 
garden. The 
annual garden 
project is spon-
sored by Beach 
Bistro.
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By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org
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... and turn harvest into fi ne dining experience

Audrey Robuck, Kasey Lamison, Laura Damm and 
Madison Ferrari attend a class luncheon April 24 at 
Beach Bistro, where they are served salads made with 
spinach and celery from AME’s fourth-grade garden. 

Ashton Hovda and Tommy Baugher dine on chicken 
with tarragon butter, broccoli and mashed potatoes. 
Tarragon, sage and lemon-basil from the students’ 
garden were incorporated into the entree preparation 
by the chef and cooks at the Beach Bistro. The annual 
garden project and luncheon are sponsored by bistro 
owners Susan Timmins and Sean Murphy.

Jack Whiteside samples a homegrown roasted 
grape-size tomato April 24 at the AME 
Fourth-Grade Luncheon at Beach Bistro, 6600 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The veggies and 
herbs grown in the student garden were incor-
porated into fl avorful lunch dishes.

Fourth-graders Skyler Dubats and Logan West 
sample the bistro’s signature dessert, Alexander 
Praline, named for the owners daughter. It includes 
vanilla ice cream coated with crushed and sliced 
almonds and topped with whipped cream. The adult 
version includes a baptism of Frangelico liqueur. 

Fourth-graders Hamish Robertson and Dalton Fox 
enjoy potato soup April 24 at the Beach Bistro, includ-
ing leeks, celery and caulifl ower picked from the Anna 
Maria Elementary fourth-grade garden. The students 
enjoyed an upscale lunch crafted from their harvest by 
the chefs of the Holmes Beach restaurant. 

1st-graders celebrate friendship 
in musical performance
First-graders fl ash the peace symbol during 
their performance of Bruno Mars’ “Count 
On Me” April 24 in the AME auditorium. 

Anna Maria Elementary fi rst-graders Joey Croke, Kieran Struzzieri, 
Ronan Robertson and Johnny Monetti take the stage April 24 for their 

class perfomance of “FRIENDS: The Musical.” 
Islander Photos: Bianca Benedí

By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org



30 n MAy 2, 2018 n THE ISLANDER

isl
biz

BY SANDY AMBROGI

Mike Norman Realty

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

For professional real 
estate sales, call a 
true island native, 
born and raised on  
Anna Maria Island. 
Marianne 
Norman-Ellis. 
941.778.6696

941-778-0807 
tdolly1@yahoo.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

43 Years of Professional Service to Anna Maria Island

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS
SALES/RENTALS

HERON’S WATCH 10 minutes to beaches. 4 BR + Den. Excellently maintained, 
tastefully decorated.  No rental limitations. MLS A4142821. $359,000.

 BAY PALMS 3BR/2BA well-maintained, recent roof and other improvements, 
garage, pool, spa, private rear yard.  $583,500.

VACATION/SEASONAL RENTALS GULFFRONT PROPERTIES BOOKING NOW
9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com 

New Location
Same Great Service

Full Service Property 
Management & Sales
Dina Franklin (owner)

Licensed Sales Associate  
& Property Manager

SINCE 1957

‘We are THE island.’

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad for as little as $12! 

Call 941.778.7978
3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach 
classifi eds@islander.org • www.islander.org

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.

Of this and that
This is bull!
 You can smell the heat about a block away when 
this bull is smokin’.
 Andy and Heidi Kubes added a novelty to Bra-
denton Beach. At their Smoqehouse eatery, 1701 Gulf 
Drive N., a bull is guarding the premises. You read 
it right. A bull. Well, the bull houses a black barrel 
smoker in its mid-section.
 The barrel sends smoke pouring out of the bull’s 
snout, making it appear the bull is snorting the scent 
of the Smoqehouse barbecue into the air. 
 Andy Kubes said people have defi nitely noticed 
the addition to their corner on Gulf Drive.
 “people are stopping by to see what’s going on, 
or they just smell the barbecue and come in,” Kubes 
said. “I wanted to generate some interest.”
 It’s a hot attraction, Andy.
This is a cat in a hat in a nook

Anna Maria Oyster Bar people never rest. To help 
push literacy locally, co-owners Amanda and John 
Horne added book nooks to their restaurants in Bra-
denton, Ellenton and Bradenton Beach.
 Children are welcome to take a book to read while 
eating and even take one home. If they want to leave 
a book in return, that’s welcome, too. 
 Amanda Horne said the book nooks were installed 
beginning April 13 at the Cortez Road and Landside 
locations, and now are included in all four Oyster Bar 
locations. 
 “Since we put them in, we have gone through 100 
books and we just received another 200 books for the 
program on April 23,” she said.
 The Anna Maria Oyster Bar is partnering with the 
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County, which 
supplies the books for the nooks.
 The nooks are in keeping with another program by 
the Hornes that was recognized in April by the National 
Restaurant Association — Dive Into Reading.
 Seven winners were selected from hundreds of 
NRA nominations. The Hornes launched the program 

at the Ellenton AMoB in June 2017, and it will be 
available at all four locations this summer. Students 
are given a hot breakfast, taught life skills, such as 
table manners and intergenerational communication, 
and then read with volunteer mentors. 
This is not good

There is no sign at the Sign of the Mermaid.
 The Anna Maria restaurant at 9707 Gulf Drive had 
its sign damaged by vandals the second week of April 
and it is undergoing repairs. The restaurant is still open 
Wednesday-Sunday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. for breakfast and 
lunch and 6-10 p.m. for dinner.
A long goodbye
 It’s not exactly on Anna Maria Island but a lot of 
islanders cut a rug or two at Ace’s Live.
 And some pretty good players took the stage there, 
including Gregg Allman, the Toler Brothers and a long 
line of blues players.
 The nightclub at the corner of Cortez Road and 
Palma Sola Boulevard closed its doors after the last 
show April 16. The building and land were sold by 
owner Rene Bennett, who hopes to relocate her con-
cept in the Bradenton area.
 An interesting aside. The building was a Tennessee 
barn before it was dismantled, brought to Florida and 
became a live music venue.
 Those planks were repurposed. 
 We can only hope the new owners retain the barn-
wood and the history will remain.

Owner Andy Kubes 
works the smoker on 
the corner of 17th 
Street North and Gulf 
Drive North outside 
the Smoqehouse, 
where he and wife 
Heidi installed a 
slightly smaller-than-
real-life, snorting, 
smoking bull, hoping 
to generate interest — 
and it’s working. No 
bull. Islander Photo: 
Sandy Ambrogi

The Anna Maria Oyster Bar restaurants offer book 
nooks like this one at the Cortez Road location in 
all four of the stores. The nooks promote literacy 
by encouraging children to take a book and read. 
Islander Photo: Sandy Ambrogi
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Business news 
 Does your business celebrate achievements? 
Maybe you received an award or staff deserves kudos. 
Submit your information to news@islander.org.

BizCal By Sandy Ambrogi

Celebrate, play with local 
chambers in May

 The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
will start its month with a sunrise breakfast at 7:45 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 9, at the Cortez Cafe, 12108 Cortez 
Road, Cortez. The cost is $8 for members and $16 for 
guests. Reservations are requested — call or email the 
chamber. 
 Registration will begin May 18 at 11:30 a.m. for 
the 19th annual AMI Chamber Golf Tournament at 
IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Conquistador park-
way, Bradenton. There will be a shotgun start at 12:30 
p.m. A buffet dinner and raffl es will close out the day at 
the IMG clubhouse. Tickets for dinner only are $35. 
 Contact the chamber for costs to play, to sponsor 
or donate to the raffl e. proceeds from the golf tourna-
ment help fund the chamber’s scholarships.
 For more information about chamber events or to 
RSVp, call the offi ce at 941-778-1541 or email info@
amichamber.org. The chamber offi ce and tourist center 
is at 5313 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 It’s going to be a big celebration and you’re 
invited!
 The Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce will 
mark 60 years on the key with a party at Cannons 
Marina at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, May 3, 6040 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.
 The chamber promises live music with restaurants 
furnishing appetizers. There also will be a cash bar. 
The cost is $10 for members and $20 for guests. 
 For information about the Longboat Key Chamber 
of Commerce, call the offi ce at 941-383-2466 or visit 
the website at longboatkeychamber.com or the offi ce 
at 5390 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.

Nancy Deal, 
center, of the Anna 
Maria Island His-
torical Society and 
Fran Derr, an AMI 
chamber volun-
teer, hold an old 
photo of the Cortez 
Bridge as onlook-
ers listen to an 
explanation from 
Deal. The photo is 
part of the collec-
tion at the AMIHS 
museum in Anna 
Maria. Chamber 
mixer attendees 
were treated April 
25 to a tour of the 
museum. Islander 
Photos: Sandy 
Ambrogi

Winners of 
AMIHS scholar-

ships chat with 
Anna Maria 

Island Chamber 
of Commerce 
members and 

historical society 
guests during the 
April 25 mixer at 
the Belle Haven 

Cottage and his-
torical museum.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: ISLAND Discount Tackle in 
Holmes Beach. Apply in person after noon and 
ask for Jonny.

MAILSAIL BEACH INN, located on the beach 
at 101 66th St., Holmes Beach, has an opening 
for a part-time resort host. Weekends required. 
Please, contact Margo at 941-201-3222 or email 
resumes: tomryder@mainsailhotels.com. 

FOOD DELIVERY DRIVERS wanted for positions 
open in May. Please, apply on our website: www.
islandeats.net. Must be insured and have a cur-
rent Florida driver’s license and motor vehicle 
record. 

HELP WANTED: THREE positions available. Full-
time night cashier, part-time night cashier/cashier 
assistant, part-time deli position. Please apply 
in person at Jessie’s Island Store, 5424 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. See Jimmy or April for 
more details. 

KIDS FOR HIRE

MY NAME IS AIDAIN, I live in Holmes Beach I’m 
available to do any small yard, house chores for 
a fee. I do dog walking, pet sitting or run small 
errands. I’m available after school, 4-9 p.m. or all 
day Saturday and Sunday. I can be reached at 
941-243-4473. Text or call. Thank you.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for up to three 
weeks for Island youths under 16 looking for work. 
Ads must be placed in person at The Islander 
offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37 years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

T.H.S. CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
vacation rentals. Dependable and detailed. 941-
756-4570.

U FLY I drive your car anywhere in the USA. 
Airport runs, anywhere. Offi ce, 941-447-6389. 
941-545-6688.

AUTHORITY ONE SERVICES: Cleaning, con-
struction, residential, commercial, rentals. Call 
941-251-5948.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Profes-
sional, friendly cleaning service since 1999. 941-
779-6638. Leave message.

NEED A RIDE to airports? Tampa $65, St. Pete, 
$55, Sarasota, $30. Gary, 863-409-5875. gvon-
ess80@gmail.com.

PEGGY, R.N. PERSONAL airport transporta-
tion. (Facebook). Tampa, $74, St. Petersburg, 
$54, Sarasota, $34.Specializing in women and 
seniors. Two passengers maximum. Text/call, 
727-902-7784.

PIERLY MAID CLEANING Service: Two former 
City Pier employees looking to make your home, 
vacation rental, offi ce spic and span! Please, give 
us a call, 941-447-2565 or 941-565-0312.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional 
creates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! 
www.jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Residential and Commercial
Full service lawn maintenance

Landscaping – Clean-up
Hauling tree trimming

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  941.792.5600
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Andrew Chennault

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
Island References Lic#CBC056755 

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519

C
B
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7
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Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

P E S T T A P E P A R E E B P L U S
T A C H E V E N O C A L A A B A S E
S T A R E S A N D S T R I P S P A C E R
D E P O R T N A I F S A Y S T U S A

N E W M O M S T A S I S H I C C U P
C I G S F A T H E R I N O N E S C A P E
A N O S T A R D M X E L M E R
P T A M I C A H R E A L D A D S
N O T E A M O M E N T T O S P A R C I O

A L E S E A O O Z E C A T H E R
C H U R L D R T G R A Z E
H Y P N O S P R E S U M E W E I
O P S J E T E P R O P E L L E D P L A N
W E A R X I N G D E L T A E M O

N U D I E A I D N A S T G E M
H A D L E S S H O R S E M A N E K I T E
E L D E S T U R B A N A O A F I S H
A G O A S A M I P E T S S A L L Y S
V O W E L L E A S T B U T N O T L A S T
E R N S T O R N O T R Y A N E T T A
N E S T S P I A N O E X E S R E S T

ANSWERS TO MAY 2 PUZZLE

Adopt-
A-Pet 

April is 3 years old, 
17 pounds and gets 
along with cats, 
dogs and people! 
Mixed breed. Apply 
to adopt April at 
wwww.moonracer-
animalrescue.com. 
call lisa Williams at 
941-345-2441 or visit 
the islander next 
to Paradise cafe in 
Holmes Beach for 
more …

SPONSORED BY

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

$10 DiNeR MUGs
@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

ITEMS FOR SALE

THREE-PIECE HIGH-end wicker set: Sofa, love 
seat, coffee table ottoman. Purchased from 
Wicker Works. Natural marine fi nish. 3/8-inch 
willow, very sturdy. Zip-off cushions. Beauti-
ful condition. Originally over $6,000. Asking 
$1,500. Call Nora, 941-720-3110.

BOSE QC15 NOISE-canceling headphones 
Excellent condition with original case, $100. 941-
778-2184.

ANTIQUE PARTNER DESK: All wood, $1,000. 
See at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FOUR OAK OFFICE chairs: Antiques, perfect for 
eclectic dining set. The Islander newspaper, 3218 
E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

FREEBIE ITEMS FOR SALE

Individuals may place one free ad with up to three 
items, each priced $100 or less, 15 words or less. 
FREE, one week, must be submitted online. Email 
classifi eds@islander.org, fax toll-free 1-866-362-
9821. (limited time offer) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED: WORKOUT DVDs and retired but 
working XBox, Wii units with games for Ministry 
of Presence for kids and teens in Haiti. Deliver 
to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

WANTED: YOUR OLD cellphone for recycling. 
Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE GUN LOCK courtesy of Project Childsafe, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Pick up at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 8:30 a.m.-2p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-1p.m. Saturday. 
Donations preferred 9 a.m.-11 a.m. Wednesdays. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

LOST & FOUND

LOST: Set oF keys with Cadillac fob near Pine 
Avenue, Anna Maria. Please, call 585-410-
0025.

LOST: STERLING SILVER ring. Lost Wednesday, 
April 11 between Moose Lodge and the Beach 
House, Bradenton Beach. Call 941-243-1444.

PETS

PET PAL PET sitting: Short and long term, in your 
house or mine. 18-year Island resident. 941-704-
5937. e.davies5937@gmail.com. 

YOU CAN HELP! Fosters, volunteers, retail-
type help needed for Moonracer No Kill Animal 
Rescue. Please email: moonraceranimalrescue@
gmail.com.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: Small sailboat rentals and 
instruction. Day. Week. Month. Sunfi sh, Laser, 
Windrider 17 and Precision 15. Call Brian at 941-
685-1400.

PONTOON BOAT RENTAL Create life long mem-
ories. Call 941-778-2121 or see boatfl orida.net.

HELP WANTED

REPORTER WANTED: Full- to part-time. Print 
media, newspaper experience required. Apply 
via email with letter of interest and/or resume to 
news@islander.org. 

More ads = more readers in The Islander.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. 
Handyman, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabi-
nets and wood fl ooring. Insured and licensed. 
941-722-8792.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry, handyman, 
light hauling, pressure washing. Jack of all trades. 
Call 941-778-6170 or 941-447-2198.

ISLE TILE: QUALITY installation fl oors, counters, 
backsplashes, showers. Licensed, insured. Call 
Chris at 941-302-8759.

ISLAND GATER RESTORATIONS: Painting, 
interior/exterior, drywall repair, textures, pres-
sure cleaning, stucco. Danny, 941-720-8116. 
islandgater@gmail.com.

R. A. GONZALEZ CONSTRUCTION: Re-roof and 
leak specialist. Residential/hotels/commercial. 
Repairs, shingles, tile, fl at. Quick response. Qual-
ity work at reasonable rates. References. Insured/
licensed. #CCC1330056. Call Bryan at 727-277-
9502.

ARTISAN DESIGN TILE and Marble. Call us 
for your all your tile needs. Save 10 percent 
off our regular rates right now and get pro-
fessional installation done right. Call Don at 
941-993-6567.

RENTALS

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.sun-
coastinc.com.

$99 HOLMES BEACH Hideaway. 1BR/2BA 
across street to beach! Photos on Facebook, 
Anna Maria Island Gulf Drive Apartments. Mike, 
727-999-1011.

HOLMES BEACH: WESTBAY Point. Beautifully 
furnished 2BR/2BA condo. Fantastic views. May, 
for 6 to 8 months. $1,850/month. No pets/smok-
ing. 941-778-2824.

ONE BEDROOM FURNISHED, pool, one block to 
beach. $1,500/month includes utilities and fees. 
Annual lease. 941-778-1915.

SEEKING FEBRUARY OR partial month. Man-
grove Avenue to Cypress Avenue, Anna Maria, 
$4,000-5,000. 419-957-6794.

TURN THE PAGE for more classifi ed ads...

SERVICES

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS JD’s Window Clean-
ing looking for storefront jobs in Holmes Beach. 
I make dirty windows sparkling clean. 941-920-
3840.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County 
and the Island since 1987. For dependable, 
honest and personalized service, call Bill Eller, 
941-795-7411. CAC184228.

RELAXING MASSAGE IN the convenience of your 
home or hotel. Massage by Nadia, more than 
20 years on Anna Maria Island. Call today for 
an appointment, 941-518-8301. MA#0017550.
MA#0017550.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER Service: Repairs, 
installs. Your local sprinkler company since 1997. 
Call Jeff, 941-778-2581.

SHELL DELIVERED AND spread. $55/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, 
“shell phone” 941-720-0770.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. 66Tropical landscape spe-
cialist. Residential and commercial. 35 years 
experience. 941-448-6336.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE: Shell, lime rock, 
palms, river rock, construction demolition, fenc-
ing, pressure washing, hauling debris and trans-
port. Shark Mark, 941-301-6067.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100. www.vangopaint-
ing.net. 

CUSTOM REMODELING EXPERT. All phases of 
carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. Meticu-
lous, clean, sober and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 
941-730-7479.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY

.com

941-778-2711

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045

WEATHERSIDE LLC LI
C
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DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
State Lic. CBC1258250

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Family Owned and Operated since 1975

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential  
& Commercial

#C
FC

14
26

59
6

We TWeeT TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

We like likes

 f acebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 words: $40. 
BOX ad: additional $4. (Phone number is a "word.")

The deadline is NOON Monday every week for Wednesday’s paper.

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.� _________ Cash � _______  By _________

Credit card payment: � d  � u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
3218 E. Bay Drive Fax toll free: 1-866-362-9821
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

CLASSIFIED AD ORDER

Place classifi ed ads online at www.islander.org

Island Limousine
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE

AIRPORT PERMITTED & LIVERY INSURED

IslandLimo.net   941-779-0043 
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REAL ESTATE

STARTING FROM THE low $300,000s. Only minutes 
from the beach, this new active adult community is 
perfectly located just south of Manatee Avenue, off 
Village Green Parkway. Perfectly designed, open 
2BR or 3BR/2BA plus den and two-car garage 
floor plans. Luxurious amenities, pool, spa, gym, 
pickleball and fenced-in dog park. HOA only $209/
month. Models open daily. Contact us, 941-254-
3330. www.MirabellaFlorida.com.

OPEN HOUSE: 1-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
3BR/3BA, two-car garage, canal, pool, dock, lift. 
3807 Royal Palm Drive, San Remo Shores, 941-
705-9969.

SWEEPING GULF VIEWS: This 2bed/2bath condo 
at Anna Maria Island Club has breathtaking Gulf 
views from the living room and master bedroom. 
A rare opportunity to own at one of the most sought-
after condo complexes on the Island. $650,000

KEY ROYALE HOME: Looking for a home large 
enough to accommodate the entire family? Then 
look no further. This split plan 4bed/4bath/2car pool 
home is situated on one of the largest lots on Anna 
Maria Island. $774,000

Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson • 941-713-4755

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696

Mike  
Norman  
Realty

31O1 GULF DR  
HOLMES BEACH

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
sales@mikenormanrealty.com

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

BRIDGEPORT CONDO 2BR/2BA unit located across 
the street from beach with peeks of the Gulf AND Bay. Easy 
access to the beach, new hurricane-rated windows and sliding 
doors, updated kitchen. $364,900

CANALFRONT LOT WITH BAY VIEWS Build your 
dream home on this lot with gorgeous views of the Intra-
coastal Waterway. 50-by-100-foot lot with a boat dock.   
$524,900

DIRECT BAYFRONT Unmatched views of the bay from 
this unique, 4 BR property. Views of the water from EVERY 
room make you feel that you are on a boat rather than land. 
A must see! $950,000

LUXURY BEACHFRONT  3BR/3BA condo located in a 
premier complex on Anna Maria Island. Complex offers a 
huge, heated pool & Jacuzzi, garage, secured entrance and 
elevator. Selling “turn-key” furnished. $1,599,000

ANNA MARIA ¼ ACRE WATERFRONT just 250 steps to 
the beach. Bring your boat to the 60-foot dock or launch your 
paddle board/kayak right from your backyard! This property 
offers exceptional "old Florida" charm with tons of privacy 
from the serene, natural mangrove canal. Two vintage cot-
tages for a total of four rental apartments. $1,295,000

DIRECTLY ON BEACH spectacular 3BR/2.5BA home 
with panoramic water views from virtually every room. Two 
open porches and a shady patio on the ground level with 
fenced, beach-side courtyard. $2,155,000

CONTACT US TODAY
RENTALS@ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

WWW.ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

3001 GULF DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

DREAM VACATIONS
FOR YOUR

VACATION DREAMS

REAL ESTATE

2BR/2BA, DEN, two-car garage, sundeck, sunroom, 
walk to beach. 105 13th St. S., Bradenton Beach. 
703-587-4675.

FOR SALE: PRIME location! Five miles from 
Holmes Beach, Cordova Lakes, $234,900, 1,220 
sf 2BR/2BA, one-car garage, split-bedroom/well 
maintained move-n ready. No HOA, no deed 
restrictions.  Call Priscilla Figueroa, agent, Keller 
Williams at 941-348-3071. MLS# A4214519  for 
showings! Why rent seasonally when you can 
own? Opportunity awaits!

3BR/2BA DOUBLE GARAGE sunroom, like new, 
just reduced! 6711 Second Ave. Circle W., Bra-
denton. 703-587-4675.

MOBILE HOME FOR sale in Sunny Shores. Com-
pletely remodeled inside and out. Vinyl siding, 
lifetime roof, central air conditioning, granite 
counters with island and desk area, paver patio, 
two bedrooms. No park fees. $150,000. Moving, 
Call 508-397-3953.

 

For the island lifestyle, call  
Lynn Zemmer, 941-778-8104. 

 

 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 
941-778-8104 Ofc 877-778-0099 Toll Free 

104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
 

 

 

  

104 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-778-8104

Edgewatervacationhomes.com  
Edgewaterrealestateami.com

PERICO BAY CLUB,  
AS GOOD AS IT GETS!

 
 
 

 Real Estate Sales 
 Vacation Rentals 
 Annual Rentals 
 Property Management 
 Concierge Service 

 We’re “Serious” about our Customer Service! 
 
 
Your full service Real Estate Agency providing exceptional customer service for all your short or long 
term goals.  Whether you’re staying a few days or a lifetime, we will help you find your perfect 
accommodation.  
 
One stop shop.    We can provide everything you might need……..buy, rent and finance your piece of 
paradise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    

 

www.edgewatervacationhomes.com 
www.941lending.com 

941-778-8104 Ofc   877-778-0099 Toll Free 
104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 

Lynn M. Zemmer   Broker/Owner 
 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 

 

1209 EDGEWATER CIRCLE
$324,900

1357 PERICO POINT CIRCLE
$369,900

144 CRESCENT DRIVE, ANNA MARIA
4 BEDROOMS / 4.5 BATHS $ 1,785,000
“CASA AMIGOS” is brand new construction on 
the coveted north end of Anna Maria. Home will 
be turnkey furnished with all high-end fi nishes, with 
short walk to bayside beaches and canal access 
across the street. 2,350 sf.

OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM SUNDAY MAY 6

513 68TH ST., HOLMES BEACH 
4 BEDROOMS / 4.5 BATHS $2,149,000
Brand new construction on the grand canal! This 
home’s lifestyle fl oor plan features: Gorgeous master 
suite with offi ce or den on the mezzanine level, 3 
large guest suites, each with its own bath, all access 
elevator, large 2-car garage, water views and luxury 
fi nishes throughout. 2,900 sf.
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 ACROSS

1 Bedbug, e.g.

5 “Police Line — Do Not 
Cross” material

9 Gay ____

14 Blemish for a 
straight-A student

19 R.p.m. indicator

20 Having gone tit for tat

21 Florida city whose 
name ends with 
two state postal 
abbreviations

22 Humiliate

23 Makes eye 
contact before 
undressing?

26 Hoosier hoopster

27 Expatriate

28 Wide-eyed type

29 “What ____ thou?”

31 One of five permanent 
members of the U.N. 
Security Council

32 One reading up 
on infant care, 
maybe

34 Equilibrium

36 Minor setback

38 Butts

39 Parent wearing your 
Superman costume?

42 Year abroad

43 The sun, for one

44 “Party Up (Up in 
Here)” rapper, 2000

45 Bugs’s cartoon 
pursuer

46 Org. with evening 
meetings

47 Book after Jonah

49 “Get ____”

51 Root beer brand since 
1937

54 Script suggestion 
about starting the 
fight scene?

60 A.F.L. partner

61 The “A” of I.P.A.

62 Ocean buildup

63 Willa who wrote “My 
Ántonia”

65 Mean-spirited 
sort

68 Richard Gere title 
role

69 Eat a little here, a 
little there

70 Greek god of 
sleep

72 Take for granted

76 Early Chinese 
dynasty

77 Black ____

78 Ballet choreography?

84 Sport

86 RR ____

87 Widening of the 
mouth?

88 Broody genre

89 Racy film

91 FEMA offering

94 Cartoonist 
Thomas

95 Beaut

96 Was harder for 
the bronco buster to 
hold on to?

101 High flier

102 Firstborn

103 University of Illinois 
city

104 Lumbering, say

106 In days of yore

107 “Same with me”

109 Subjects of 
an apartment 
restriction

111 Actresses Field and 
Hawkins

113 Rarity in a Polish 
name?

115 Like the digit “0” in 
2018?

118 Iowa senator elected 
in 2014

119 “… but I could be 
wrong”

120 Reynolds of 
“Deadpool”

121 James who was 
nominated for a 1967 
Grammy for “Tell 
Mama”

122 Hives, e.g.

123 Forte’s opposite

124 Old flames

125 Balance

 DOWN

1 All-too-common V.A. 
diagnosis

2 Corroded

3 Fall guy

4 Loses intentionally

5 What the classics 
stand

6 “Selma” director 
DuVernay

7 Southernmost Ivy

8 Hyphen’s longer cousin

9 Agricultural 
locale that’s 
weed-friendly?

10 Down’s counterpart: 
Abbr.

11 Trail mix bit

12 Title city in a 1960 #1 
song

13 “Don’t panic”

14 Event for Jesus 
described in 
Matthew 3:13-17

15 Kegler’s org.

16 Popular Mexican folk 
song

17 Depletes

18 It’s a wrap

24 “Uhh …”

25 Positioned

30 Lambaste

33 Auto-repair chain

35 Boxcars half

37 Looped in, in a way

38 Skipper, informally

40 Places for conductors

41 Kind of tide

43 Breakfast order at a 
diner

48 Giggle syllable

49 The New Yorker 
cartoonist Chast

50 Tip of the tongue?

52 Number between 
nueve and once

53 Put out

55 Make

56 Politician inducted 
into the Automotive 
Hall of Fame

57 Trunk

58 Tally, in Britain

59 Vituperated

64 Orbitz booking

65 Grub

66 Build up

67 Fickleness of life

71 Demeaners of the 
#MeToo movement, 
say

72 Part of a stockyard

73 Dungeons & Dragons, 
e.g., for short

74 T-shirt size: Abbr.

75 First name on the 
Supreme Court

76 Monsoons

79 Draws

80 Treeless plain

81 Put on an act?

82 February birthstones

83 1899 gold rush 
destination

85 Be absolutely 
awesome

90 Makes potable, in a 
way

91 Wall St. worker

92 Probably will

93 Supergiant in Cygnus

96 A state of rapture

97 Notable whose name 
is an anagram of 
GALORE

98 Some arm bones

99 Journalist Fallaci

100 Emotionally 
developed

101 ____ whale

105 Bacon runoff

108 Cockeyed

110 Boundary between 
the earth and the 
underworld, in myth

112 R.B.I. or H.R.s

114 The “e” of i.e.

116 III or IV, maybe

117 When doubled, a 
2010s dance craze

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

65 66 67 68 69

70 71 72 73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80 81 82 83

84 85 86 87 88

89 90 91 92 93 94 95

96 97 98 99 100 101

102 103 104 105

106 107 108 109 110 111 112

113 114 115 116 117

118 119 120 121

122 123 124 125

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).N
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Answers: 
page 32
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