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New water-taxi has 
Key Royale hub

By Ambrosia Sanderling
Islander Reporter

 Less than two months after a company 
began pushing for a water taxi for Key Royale 
in Holmes Beach, operators announced the 
service is set to begin April 1. 
 Disgruntled residents barely had time 
to protest and some were caught unaware 
of the project intended to help Key Royale 
residents avoid traffi c jams on marina drive 
in Holmes Beach and up to Pine Avenue in 
anna maria. the service will operate exclu-
sively in Bimini Bay and the Key Royale 
canals, at least for now.
  Well-known cortez fisherman Junior 
Godfrey is heading up the operation. He 
has promised to construct a boathouse in 
the Bimini Bay waters near the anna maria 
Yacht Basin to moor the taxis. Efforts to 
reach Godfrey had been unsuccessful at 
Islander press time.
 the last stilt house built in the area was 
constructed in cortez without the proper per-
mits, according to the DEP.
 Permits, however, are not a problem in 
Holmes Beach, according to mayor Bob 

Johnson, who served on the island con-
gestion committee in 2013 and backs the 
new transportation option as an innovative 
approach to the traffi c backups in the city.
 “the Key royale residents may have to 
get used to commercial traffi c in and out of 
their private canals, but it will be easier and 
faster for them to navigate north or south 
once they become accustomed to the taxis,” 
Johnson said march 22. “and, it cuts down 

on the number of cars clogging the road-
way.”
 the Kr taxi plans to use the grand canal 
to allow passenger access to a trolley stop 
at gloria dei Lutheran church for travel on 
land to island destinations.
 “If the city does purchase the Gloria Dei 
property nearby, it would be benefi cial to 
have the service in place when we close Key 

Compact 
water taxis 
modeled 
after this 
prototype 
are en route 
to Tampa 
from Austra-
lia for use 
in the new 
water taxi 
service on 
Key Royale. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Courtesy 
Google

Bradenton Beach waits, ponders, but still no dock 

Bradenton Beach Police Chief Sam 
Speciale, who chairs the city pier team, 
reviews plans March 20 for the new fl oat-
ing dock at the Historic Bridge Street Pier. 
Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

By chrisann Silver esformes
Islander Reporter

 the plans were delivered but where’s the 
new dock?
 the city received construction plans 
march 7 from contractor technomarine of 
West palm Beach for the long-awaited fl oat-
ing dock at the Historic Bridge Street pier. 
 the dock is a replacement for a damaged 
dock and was approved by the Bradenton 
Beach community redevelopment agency 
in march 2017.
 initially, technomarine representa-
tives said work on the dock would begin 
in September 2017. the company received 
the city’s deposit of $29,995 in april 2017, 
and another payment of $23,996 in august 
2017.
 the contract specifi es completion within 
six months of the fi rst payment, but it lacks 
provisions and penalties for delays.
 Building offi cial Steve gilbert returned 
the plans to the contractor with minimal cor-
rections march 16.
 According to Gilbert, the plans had not 

changed since the initial submission in July 
2017 and did not include specs or engineer-
ing for the pilings.
 Jat talton, technomarine president, 
responded to gilbert’s comments in a march 
17 email, writing, “thank you for the com-
ments. i’ll get these over to my engineers, 
review, adjust and resubmit as needed.”

 the most recent schedule stated tech-
nomarine would “mobilize into the site” 
between march 19 and march 23.
 no one from technomarine showed up 
in Bradenton Beach during that time.
 calls to talton by the islander march 21 
and march 22, as well as a march 21 email, 
were not returned.
 in october 2017, then-technomarine 
employee Ben talbert wrote an email to 
Speciale stating, “I was just informed that 
the docks are in production and will ship in 
a few weeks.”
 the dock was not delivered and no 
explanation was provided by the contrac-
tor.
 then, in december 2017, technomarine 
director of operations Anna Bennett wrote 
Speciale, “Sorry for the delay. I just heard 
from erik (Sanderson, technomarine ceo) 
that the docks will arrive in January and be 
installed fi rst quarter 2018. Hurricanes have 
caused a ripple effect in the industry and all 
jobs have run a bit behind.”



2 n MARCH 28, 2018 n THE ISLANDER

Unique Pet Portraits
Composited images printed to stretched canvas

Sunsets

PR
IN

TS
FR

O
M

BB DOCK continued from page 1

The live oak alleg-
edly cut down 

by the owners in 
violation of the 
tree ordinance 

rests March 23 on 
the Lynch property 

at 62 N. Shore 
Drive. Behind the 

oak, two other tree 
stumps — a java 
plum and water 

oak —  are visible. 
Islander Photo: 
Bianca Benedí

 An updated schedule was provided to the city in 
february, indicating april 30 as the completion date.
 Speciale said the city hopes technomarine “steps 
it up now that the ball is back in their court.”
 Speciale is considering speaking to city attorney 
Ricinda Perry to discuss options, including litigation.
 “the only recourse is to bring it up to the city attor-
ney for our options for possible litigation,” Speciale 
said march 22. “We’ll see what happens.”

Anna Maria ‘grand tree’ whacked, city considers more severe penalties
By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 An alert resident noticed three, not two trees were 
cut, the third tree overnight.
 the violation of the anna maria tree ordinance 
caught the attention of city commissioners, who are 
considering enhancing penalties. 
 despite a commission hearing in october 2017 
ordering property owners John and Lou ann Lynch to 
preserve one of three grand trees on their property at 
62 n. Shore drive, the couple brought all three down 
march 17. 
 mayor dan murphy brought the incident up march 
22 at a city commission meeting and the city issued a 
citation march 23.
 during a past hearing, attorney aaron thomas 
argued the Lynch home could not be built with the 
existing trees — a water oak, live oak and java plum. 
 After negotiations, commissioners agreed the 
water oak and the java plum could be removed because 
the location of the trees and the tree roots presented 

an undue burden and they noted the java plum was in 
poor health. 
 However, the agreement stipulated the Lynches 
needed to preserve the live oak at the southern end of 
their property. 
 commissioner carol carter suggested revisiting 
the ordinance. 
 the city’s grand tree ordinance stipulates that 
grand trees, any tree with a circumference greater 
than 24 inches, cannot be removed without commis-
sion approval, and may only be removed if the lot is 
otherwise rendered “unbuildable.” 
 the ordinance also requires the landowners to 
replace a grand tree with a new tree —1.5 inches in 
diameter and 10 feet tall.
 murphy said a problem with the ordinance is the 
maximum fi ne of $5,000, which he said is not enough 
of a deterrent for properties that sell for several million 
dollars. 
 city attorney Becky Vose said she would come 
up with “creative” ways to increase the penalty, as 

state laws dictate the maximum fi nes for municipal 
ordinances.
  commissioner doug copeland said the ordinance 
is “terribly fl awed” as written and should be revisited 
in the near future. 

Pier fi shers walk past the fl oating dock in February 
2015, prior to storm damage that put the Bradenton 
Beach dock out of commission. Islander File Photo
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CALL OR BOOK ONLINE TODAY! 941-778-2288
402 CHURCH AVE., BRADENTON BEACH

ANNAMARIAPRINCESS.COM

LET’S GET OUT 
ON THE WATER!

JOIN US FOR A DAY OR EVENING CRUISE 
ON THE ANNA MARIA PRINCESS!

DAILY DOLPHIN TOURS AND SUNSET CRUISES 
ON THE ANNA MARIA EXPLORER!

GO2DOLPHINS.COM

royale drive to realign the roads,” Johnson added. 
“that closure will take six months or more — and 
that’s with good weather.”
 godfrey has purchased three state-of-the-art taxis 
through a seafood marketing company that relocated 
to ami from australia. the boats are in transport and 
are scheduled to arrive in tampa march 31 for the short 
run to anna maria.
 Superintendent of public works Jim mcguinness 
fast-tracked the permitting for the water taxi, signing 
off on all necessary paperwork for Kr taxi in only 11 
days.
 also, with the city’s backing, the project obtained 
state and federal permits for pilings and construction 
of the boat house, in advance.
 the owners of the taxi service have shielded their 
identities in multiple LLcs, but local sources say 
Shawn Karrera, marvin gross, matt Hinds and several 
local restaurateurs are the principals.
 Key Royale residents responded to the news with  
colorful commentary, eye-rolling and astonishment.
 “eleven days? really? that has to be a permitting 
record,” said one resident, a former mayor of Anna 
maria. “Why can’t they do that on things we want?” 
she continued.
 meanwhile, residents can expect to see drilling for 
the pilings in Bimini Bay any day and placement of a 
modular boat house and office.
 In another twist, Godfrey had proposed using 
the framework from a controversial treehouse, ille-
gally built on the beachfront at 29th Street in Holmes 
Beach.
 However, since the owners are again filing motions 
to stall, those plans were scuttled.
 oh, and the cost to commute on the Kr taxi?
 Priceless.
 Editor’s Note: The KR Taxi story is reporter Sandy 
Ambrogi’s sense of humor at work. So, please, don’t 
bother your city officials or The Islander with com-
plaints. It’s April Fools’ this week, after all. Exercise 
your sense of humor.

Anna Maria mayor negotiates pier terms with tenant

Neglected since 
September 
2017, sections 
of stringers on 
the south side of 
the Anna Maria 
City Pier are 
failing, causing 
planks to dip 
and the walk-
way to warp. 
Islander Photo: 
Bianca Benedí

By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 the city of anna maria is beginning negotiations 
on the anna maria city pier rebuild with leaseholder 
mario Schoenfelder.
 mayor dan murphy told commissioners that he 
met march 19 with Schoenfelder, who was visiting 
anna maria island from his home in germany, to 
review architectural plans for the city pier. 
 murphy said march 22 that during two meetings 
he and Schoenfelder reviewed blueprints, floor plans 
and equipment plans in detail. He asked commission-
ers for approval to continue fact-finding and begin 
negotiations over what role the tenant would play in 
the rebuild, including funding.
 commissioners approved murphy’s request for 
negotiations with Schoenfelder. 
 commissioner dale Woodland asked murphy to 
consider the city’s responsibility part of the lease rene-
gotiation. “that’s our pier and we need to be fully 
responsible for everything out there,” he said. 
 under the terms of the lease, Schoenfelder is 

required to maintain the facility and carry some insur-
ance, among other requirements. 
 murphy said the city is in a better place to negoti-
ate than it was when the lease with Schoenfelder was 
signed in august 2000. “We have enough money to do 
the project, we don’t have to be hat in hand.” 
 the current project timeline anticipates the pier 
will reopen in early 2020. it leaves Schoenfelder 
with about 10 operational months on his lease, which 
expires in december 2020, murphy said. 
 murphy said he expects Schoenfelder to be avail-
able for discussion through may.
 in may 2016, commissioners voted 3-2 to halt 
negotiations with Schoenfelder over how much he 
would contribute to a pier rehabilitation project. 
 the majority decided his offer was too low, claim-
ing he had previously failed to maintain some require-
ments stipulated in the lease. commissioners dale 
Woodland and doug copeland voted against discon-
tinuing negotiations.
 Schoenfelder did not respond march 23 to an 
emailed request for comment. 
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Meetings
anna Maria City
 • april 10, 4 p.m., planning and zoning.
 • april 12, 6 p.m., commission.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • april 4, 9 a.m., capital improvements plan-
ning.
 • april 4, 9:30 a.m., community redevelop-
ment agency.
 • april 4, 11 a.m. pier team.
 • april 4, 1 p.m., Scenic WaVeS (in Sara-
sota).
 • april 5, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • april 10, 1 p.m., city commission.
 • april 12, 1 p.m., department heads.
 • april 19, noon, city commission.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive 
N., 941-778-1005, cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • march 29, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • april 4, 6 p.m., planning commission.
 • april 10, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • april 12, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • april 19, 9 a.m., code enforcement forum.
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, holmesbeachfl.org.

West Manatee Fire Rescue
 • none announced.
 WMFR administration building, 6417 Third 
Ave. W., Bradenton, wmfr.org.

Manatee County
 • april 5, 9 a.m., county commission (land 
use).
 • april 10, 9 a.m., county commission.
 Administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. 
W., Bradenton, 941-748-4501, mymanatee.org.

Of interest
 • march 30 is good friday. many government 
offices, including island cities and the islander 
office, will be closed.
 • april 3, manatee county council of gov-
ernments, Bradenton area convention center, 1 
Haben Blvd., palmetto. canceLed
 • april 9, 2 p.m., island transportation plan-
ning organization, anna maria city Hall.
 • april 16, manatee county tourist develop-
ment council, Holmes Beach city Hall.
 • april 18, 1 p.m., coalition of Barrier island 
elected officials, Bradenton Beach city Hall.
 Send notices to news@islander.org.

Center tries to maintain course, searches for new ED
By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 While the search for a new executive director con-
tinues, the center of anna maria island board is keep-
ing the ship afloat.
 at their march meeting, board members discussed 
the search for a director, policies and procedures for 
the interim and also finances.
 it was the first general meeting for interim direc-
tor carl Weeks, hired at the beginning of the month to 
succeed former executive director Kristen Lessig. 
 
income is up, but below expectations
 financial results included a net income of $8,956 
year to date, up from $6,111.79 at the end of January. 
 christine Hicks, board treasurer, reported ongoing 
programs continue to earn more than anticipated, while 
general expenses, fundraising and overall income 
remain below budget.
 While net numbers were not available for the tour 
of homes, the center reported more than 700 tourgoers 
contributed to a gross income of more than $25,000. 
 Board member Karen Harllee reported vendors 
were happy with the tour bazaar, including the new 
location in the center gym rather than a tour home. 
Some shoppers weren’t on the tour, she said.
 Harllee proposed placing greater emphasis on the 
bazaar as a fundraising focal point. 
 Despite a positive net income, however, donation 
funding has not flowed as freely as the center planned 
in its budget. 

 donations and the dinner-mystery theater event 
staged in february brought in $48,000, but $80,000 
was projected. 
 in december 2017, Hicks issued a preliminary 
outlook of the center’s finances for the remainder 
of the fiscal year, which ends June 30. She expected 
the center would finish the year with a net income of 
$75,000. Her projection is now $25,000 by year end.
 the february financial report indicated more 
than $20,000 in unanticipated expenses in december, 
including the cost of searching for a new executive 
director, professional fees for a cpa to take over the 
payroll and an “additional bill” from the auditors. 

Center evaluates finances, staff, relationships
 in addition to reviewing finances at the meeting, 
the board adopted a resolution affirming its commit-
ment to provide financial and operating records to the 
city of anna maria. 
 anna maria commissioner Brian Seymour, liaison 
to the center, said the resolution was a good step. 
 “We want to help the center succeed ... You guys 
are fulfilling a big part of our comprehensive plan,” 
Seymour said, referring to the city’s “recreation and 
wellness needs.” 
 Board members also discussed what role Heather 
Darling, selected by former executive director Kris-
ten Lessig to take on some developmental tasks at the 
center, would be in the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 darling had been tasked at the January board meet-
ing with organizing the march tour of homes, a fund-
raising drive in may, and grant writing.
 However, board members raised questions march 
19 about how effective darling was at her job. 
 chair david Zaccagnino said although darling 
was to serve as a “point person” for the tour, she was 
absent from the event.
 “We’re paying her $2,200 a month, and i haven’t 
seen her,” Zaccagnino said. 
 Weeks said darling’s input on the giving chal-
lenge scheduled for may 1 would be critical to fund-
raising and messaging.
 the giving challenge, hosted by the patterson 
foundation of Sarasota, is an annual 24-hour online 
fundraiser for nonprofits in Sarasota-manatee. 
 unique donations made during the challenge are 
matched 100 percent by patterson. 
  “Sometimes you have to take a leap of faith with 
development people, because they’re a different breed 
… i don’t believe what we have right now is the right 
person,” he said. A good development director should 
bring in “at least three times their salary in the first 
year,” Weeks said.
 Harllee said darling’s role is complicated — she 
had been assigned to development and event organiz-
ing, two separate jobs. 

 Zaccagnino said if Weeks wants to keep darling 
on through the giving challenge, her salary and duties 
should reflect her limited responsibilities.
 Harllee also delivered an update on the search for 
a new executive director. of more than 150 applicants, 
only a few are qualified, she said. the applicants were 
narrowed to those from the Sarasota-manatee geo-
graphic area.
 the center hired a search company at a cost of 
$2,000, according to Zaccagnino, and advertised a 
salary starting at $75,000.
 Zaccagnino suggested the board also review the 
applicants for a replacement for Darling. 
 Harllee also reported on a meeting she attended at 
the manatee community foundation about the roles 
and responsibilities of nonprofit boards 
 She said the workshop was “very insightful” in 
helping clarify what tasks should be taken on by board 
members and what should be assigned to staff. 
 “there has been some weird overlap” in the cen-
ter’s task assignments, she said. She recommended the 
center use the mcf presentation to update its bylaws 
and procedures. 
 the next board meeting will be 6 p.m. april 16 at 
the center, 407 magnolia ave., anna maria.

Center of Anna Maria Island board member Karen 
Harllee, left, Joan Pettigrew, a contributor to the 
raffle quilt, and volunteer Jan Bryant pose March 17 
in the Tropical Treasures boutique during the tour 
of homes. The center raised $25,000 from the event. 
Islander Photo: Bianca Benedí

Anna Maria pushes out 3 more Bert Harris offers 
 anna maria commissioners approved three offers 
march 22, hoping to settle Bert Harris claims filed 
against the city. 
 city attorney Becky Vose recommended the city 
offer an occupancy of 10 people for a property at 107 
elm St. owned by graham and Hazel Hansen. 
 She recommended an occupancy of 14 people 
for properties at 211 chilson ave., owned by o&S 
Holdings LLc, and 211 Willow ave., owned by allen 
Weinstein and alison Boak. 
 commissioner carol carter voted against the offer 
for the Elm Street property, arguing the bedrooms are 
too small to allow for more than eight people. 
 commissioners approved the elm Street offer 
4-1, and the other two offers received unanimous 
approval. 
 the Bert Harris Jr. private property protection act 
of 1995 allows property owners to seek relief if they 
can prove a government action lowered the value of 
their property.
 claimants must provide appraisals to establish 
value and settlements, in lieu of cash payments, can 
either fully or partly restore the rights that existed prior 
to the prohibitions. the city has 150 days to respond 
to submitted claims.
 the claimants have the option to decline the settle-
ment and take their case to court.

and presses forward with 
historic preservation

 anna maria may soon have a historic preservation 
board. 
 After nearly a year of inactivity, the city of Anna 
maria plans to fill the five-person board, the final step 
in implementing the historic preservation measure 
adopted in July 2017. 
 the ordinance created a board that enables the city 
to approve properties for inclusion in the anna maria 
Register of Historic Places and evaluate properties 
nominated. 
 mayor dan murphy told commissioners he would 
send them his candidates the week of march 26. 
 However, whether the board may first tackle a 
new obstacle. officials in Bradenton Beach recently 
abandoned a historic preservation ordinance after city 
attorney Ricinda Perry said it could negatively affect 
the city’s insurance discount with the federal emer-
gency management agency.
 murphy said march 26 anna maria is reviewing 
the information from Bradenton Beach. “Obviously 
we’re not going to go forward with something that 
would hurt us,” he said, but anna maria may not reach 
the same conclusion as Bradenton Beach.
 — Bianca Benedí
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Dog-park safety issues surface for Holmes Beach committee 

Dog-park bitterness brews
Resident Don Anthony feuded with public 

works foreman david Benton at the march 21 
meeting of the Holmes Beach parks and Beautifi -
cation committee.

Anthony shouted criticisms at Benton during 
public comment and refused to yield the podium 
until long after his three minutes had expired. 
Anthony claims Benton has been unresponsive 
to even the simplest request, such as opening a 
gate.

“dave, i’m through with you,” anthony said 
as he fi nally stormed from the podium.
 “i think it’s time for the meeting to end,” said 
mayor Bob Johnson.
 committee chair Zan fuller adjourned the 
meeting briefl y as anthony was escorted outside 
city hall by police chief Bill tokajer.
 fuller reconvened the meeting to allow other 
attendees to comment.

By terry o’connor
Islander Reporter

plans to upgrade the Holmes Beach dog park are 
beginning to crystalize.

But not without continued debate.
two dozen people attended the march 21 meeting 

of the Holmes Beach parks and Beautifi cation com-
mittee, with an agenda focused on dog-park improve-
ments.

Safety concerns dominated public discussion, par-
ticularly when landscaping came up. 

resident renee ferguson said sight lines from the 
street should be maintained so police will be able to 
see in and users can gauge whether dogs in the park 
are compatible with their pets.

“if we’re saying to you there’s a safety issue in the 
park, please, believe us,” ferguson said.

ferguson suggested hiring a consultant to advise 
the committee on dog-park issues. 

on another safety issue, committee chair Zan fuller 
suggested protective netting be installed between the 

baseball fi eld and dog park to prevent injuries from 
hard-hit balls. 

committee member Joshua Linney said the netting 
would cost $1,200.

“Safety is an issue,” fuller said. “even one ball 
is too many.”

resident mary miller echoed fuller.
“When the balls come whizzing by, it’s a safety 

issue,” miller said.
the committee is working to upgrade the 

28,000-square-foot dog park on flotilla drive next to 
Birdie tebbetts field using $50,000 allocated by the 
city commission. 

tebbetts fi eld is not home base to any ball team, but 
is sometimes used for practices and softball games.

the parks committee proposes making roughly 
$40,000 in improvements, including a $32,000 fence 
with push-button or fob access. gateways are planned 
for the large- and small-dog sections of the park.

committee plans include spending $4,400 for two 
water stations, $476 for two new benches, and $4,330 

Mayor Bob Johnson 
addresses the Holmes 

Beach Parks and 
Beautifi cation Commit-

tee meeting March 21 
from the gallery. The 

meeting was attended 
by two dozen people, 

including Commis-
sioner Carol Soustek in 
the front row. Islander 

Photo: Terry O’Connor

for four trees and 108 screening shrubs, likely coco 
plums. 

the hose hookup in the large dog park would be 
equipped with a newer hose. Water-bottle fi lling sta-
tions would be installed in the large- and small-dog 
areas.

“It will be the cleanest possible water source,” said 
fuller.

ten stone benches would be installed by the public 
works department over pavers at an estimated cost of 
$1,000, according to Linney.

once fi nalized, the committee’s proposals will be 
forwarded to the commission for consideration.

the fenced small- and large-dog areas now have a 
pavilion, benches and a water outlet with a hose.

the parks committee will meet next at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, april 4, at city hall, 5801 marina drive.
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Have your say
 the islander accepts original letters of up to 250 
words and reserves the right to edit for grammar and 
length. Letters must include name, address and a con-
tact phone number (for verifi cation). anonymous let-
ters will not be printed. email: news@islander.org. 
 Readers also may comment on stories online 
where the islander has 2,500+ registered users.
 also, the islander has an active — 11,000+ likes 
— facebook community. to join the conversation, 
“like” the islander on facebook.

The way of the osprey
 Oh, the wisdom of some osprey watchers. Where 
would you fi nd osprey nesting before human-fi xed 
poles?
 that’s right: trees.
 Other birds can be found in trees, as well.
 Kind of natural don’t you think?
 and when the so-called whiners pack up their 
tennis rackets and head north, the osprey, with its mate 
for life, may go north as well.
 When it returns to the island for another winter, it 
may fi nd the tennis sanctuary unsuitable and build a 
beautiful nest in a tall norfolk island pine.
 Such is the happy life of an osprey.
 Ralph Sandberg, Holmes Beach

Pet death with dignity
 recently we had to make a diffi cult decision. our 
golden retriever was going down hill, battling cancer 
for nine months.  
 max never enjoyed his vet visits. He was nervous 
and uncomfortable. i dreaded having to take him and 
certainly didn’t want his last moments to be unpleas-
ant.
 I mentioned this to our veterinarian, Bill Bystrom, 
who assured me when the time came, max would not 
have to go to the offi ce.
 We chose the day. the doctor and his tech came to 
the house. they fi rst suggested we let max lay com-
fortably in his bed.
 max, always unsure of most situations, this day 
walked over to his bed and laid down. 
 as max passed, i assured him we would meet soon 
and I loved him.
 my best friend died with dignity.
 thank you to the doctor for his gracious offer to 
give max and his family this experience. We are for-
ever grateful.
 Renee Ferguson, Holmes Beach

Misinformed about 
Anna Maria ferry access

 i apologize for what i have since learned was 
incorrect information that I shared with the Holmes 
Beach city commission. 
 I was told by multiple sources the forthcoming 
city pier in anna maria was expected to include a 
dock for a ferry. i was told this was not only an expec-
tation, but an agreement. 
 I was wrong — not only in what I believed to 
be true, but in repeating it. i should have requested 
proof, in writing, before my public discussion with 
the Holmes Beach commissioners.
 i care deeply about giving folks access to the 
water, but i never seek to accomplish my goals with 
misinformation. 
 Simply put, it is my personal and professional 
aim to be a cheerleader for waterborne transportation 
and i hope this mistake does not injure my cause.
 Corey Hubbard, Tampa Bay Ferry, Madeira 
Beach

A revolution
 i was working away on Saturday with the tele-
vision humming as usual in the background on my 
choice for weekend news, cnn — i can’t watch the 
Saturday morning pet shows because my small cairn 
terrier alerts to dogs on tV — when it occurred to me 
the news was different.
 it wasn’t the usual reports from around the globe 
fi lling the screen and repeating on the hour.
 cnn was reporting from Washington, d.c., 
Boston, chicago, Los angeles and many other loca-
tions on the student protest, “march for our Lives.”
 my attention turned to the big screen.
 there reports from parkland, where the Valentine’s 
day attack on marjory Stoneman douglas High School 
— the inspiration for the fi ght to make schools safer 
and gun legislation more stringent — took place.
 the crowd at dc was estimated at 800,000.
 there were more than 800 events in the united 
States and other countries.
 there was an event on the waterfront in Braden-
ton with crowds of people and voices waiting to be 
heard.
 But the focus, appropriately, was on the kids in 
dc. the young people most affected by this most 
recent mass killing took the stage, one by one.
 they were defi ant. they were outraged. 
 And they were determined.
 one speaker announced, “Welcome to the revolu-
tion.”
 I felt goose bumps.
 i could readily see -- as the world could see — this 
movement and this new generation are going to carry 
us into a better future. 
 they demand action to prevent more gun vio-
lence. 
 they are registering to vote and carrying their pro-
test to future elections, targeting politicians that take 
NRA contributions and vowing to change the face of 
government.
 they demand safer schools. equal rights. gay, les-
bian and transgender rights. african-american, Latino, 
indian rights. equality for all races and people.
 and, yes, martin Luther King Jr.’s granddaughter 
shared her dream: “a gun-free world, period.”
 emma gonzalez spoke without words. Her silence 
chilling to anyone “listening.”
 So my wish for this Easter, is that we all encourage 
these young people to carry on for the future. Please, 
revolutionize. and bring peace.

— Bonner Joy
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We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. We also offer 
online e-edition subscriptions — a page-by-page view of the weekly news for 
only $36 per year, but you must sign up online. it’s the best way to stay in touch 
with what’s happening on anna maria island. 
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even real estate transactions … 
everything you need if your “heart is on anna maria island.” 
 if you don’t live here year-round, use this form to subscribe by (snail) mail 
for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend mail subscriptions — you 
get The Islander free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery) 
 ❑ 1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

MAIL TO: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _________________

Credit card: ❏ d ❏ u No.  ___________________________________________

Name shown on card: _____________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: ______________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: _____________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND — SINCE 1992
3218 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

In the headlines: March 25, 1998
 • Holmes Beach officials were planning to 
waive fees for police services at the anna maria 
island privateers’ fl ea markets in 1998 but intended 
to begin collecting them for events in 1999.
 • officers of the year were named by their 
chiefs. in Bradenton Beach, the offi cer of the year 
was Stanley House. In Holmes Beach, Officer 
robert W. Velardi earned the honor.
 • the rod & reel pier in anna maria adver-
tised itself as the “home of the two-fi sted burger.” 
A spot called the Seahorse, located just east of the 
cortez Bridge, boasted in an ad, “Home of the 
original shrimp burger.”

In the headlines: March 26, 2008
 • Workers for Quinn construction co. were 
busy on the anna maria island Bridge at the height 
of season. they were repairing the north sidewalk 
and installing hydraulic equipment. 
 • Bradenton Beach commissioners voted to fi re 
a public works employee who backed a city truck 
into a parked car near the Historic Bridge Street 
Pier and failed to report the accident.
 • the manatee School district approved a 
request from anna maria elementary to name the 
school auditorium for James “Jim” Kronus. He was 
the longest-serving principal at ame.
 • a headline read, “Hollywood to return to 
ami for remake.” and the story said the latest 
buzz in tinseltown was Barbra Streisand planned 
to remake “on an island with You,” the 1948 
mgm movie fi lmed, in part, on anna maria island. 
However, the bylined writer was “Joe K. onyou” 
and the publication date was close to april fools’ 
day — just like this one.

10&20 years ago

VISIT OUR 8,000+ SF SHOWROOM
6807 14TH ST. W., BRADENTON (across from Alex Karras Lincoln)

SPECIAL ISLANDER OFFER!

$50 OFF any purchase of $500 or more

$100 OFF any purchase of $1,000 or more

We offer 
Rattan and 
Wicker 
tropical-style 
indoor and 
outdoor 
furniture, 
for island and 
coastal looks.

YOUR COMPLETE CASUAL FURNITURE STORE

*WITH THIS AD. Not valid with any other offer or prior purchases. Expires 04-04-18

Historic 
short-term 
rental 
A cottage is raised on pilings 
on the edge of the Gulf 
of Mexico. The residence 
likely housed weekend 
beachgoers or fi shers, as 
there were few year-round 
residents at the time on Anna 
Maria Island. This photo 
and many other historical 
images can be found in 
“Images of America: Anna 
Maria Island” by Islander 
publisher Bonner Joy. 
Islander Courtesy Photo

Making way, 
waves on 

Marina Drive
Walker Howle seeks 

high ground March 20 
following a downpour 

that pooled water on 
Marina Drive, as he 
strolls with his baby 
past the Ugly Grou-

per, 5704 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Islander Photo: Anne 

Yarbrough



8 n MARCH 28, 2018 n THE ISLANDER

Lone challenger remains in LBP mitigation bank fight

Former Manatee County Commissioner Joe 
McClash talks March 20 about his opposition to a 
260-acre mitigation bank in Sarasota Bay. Islander 
Photo: Kathy Prucnell

By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 one challenger remains in the fight over a state 
permit for a 260-acre wetland mitigation bank in Sara-
sota Bay.
 the lone ranger is Joe mcclash.
 a manatee county commissioner 1990-2012, 
mcclash filed 12 exceptions march 19 to a pro-devel-
oper decision by Judge d.r. alexander, assigned by 
the florida division of administrative Hearings to 
hear Suncoast Waterkeeper, florida institute for Salt-
water Heritage and mcclash v. Long Bar pointe LLLp 
and florida department of environmental protection. 
the hearing was dec. 5-6, 2017, in Sarasota.
 mcclash, whose passion to fight for the environ-
ment carries over from his days as a commissioner 
and his contributions to the acquisiton of the robin-
son, perico and neal preserves, said march 20 he will 
appeal in court if the dep issues the final permit.
 alexander’s decision recommends the dep issue 
the permit to Long Bar pointe LLLp, a carlos Beruff 
and Larry Lieberman partnership.
 Such an order is expected to rubber-stamp the 
dep’s preliminary permit, including its allocation of 
18.01 credits to the partnership for mostly preserva-
tion activities in submerged lands south and east of 
cortez.
 the proposed mitigation bank is part of aqua by 
the Bay, a large-scale, mixed-use Beruff-Lieberman 
development on 529 acres approved by county com-

missioners in october 2017.

The exceptions
 mcclash’s exceptions contend alexander failed 
to base his findings and conclusions on the evidence 
presented at the december 2017 hearing and he misap-
plied laws governing the mitigation bank.
 “those are things you expect the judge not to mess 
up — and if you can’t get the right citations, how cor-

rect is everything else?” mcclash asked.
 two exceptions also were filed march 12 by dep’s 
assistant general counsel marianna Sarkisyan, who 
labeled the judge’s errors as “typos.”
 at the two-day hearing, alexander heard experts, 
including florida Sea grant scientist John Stevely and 
clark Hull, former permitting director for the South-
west florida Water management district, for the chal-
lengers. alec Hoffner, the developer’s scientist, and 
tim rach, dep program administrator, testified to the 
bank’s viability for dep/Long Bar.
 in his march 6 order, alexander concluded the 
developer provided “reasonable assurance” it would 
implement a successful project.
 cortez-based florida institute for Saltwater Heri-
tage and Suncoast Waterkeeper, nonprofits dedicated 
to maintaining ecosystems in Sarasota Bay, initially 
joined mcclash in his challenge, but recently bowed 
out, deciding not to file exceptions to the alexander 
decision due to the expense and standing issues.

Drilling down
 central to mcclash’s objections is the scoring of 
the 18.01 credits allocated by the dep’s preliminary 
permit.
 if the permit becomes final, the credits will allow 
the Beruff-Lieberman partnership to finance the miti-
gation bank’s preservation and restoration activities 
by selling credits valued at an estimated $100,000-
$200,000 per credit. developers will be able to buy 
credits to mitigate other wetland destruction in the 
region.
 mcclash’s arguments against the credit allocations 
include:
 • no “lift” exists for degraded areas.
 • adding and preserving seagrasses and trimming 
mangroves skewed the scoring.
 • the 7.38 credits for buoys placed in state-owned 
waters — outside Beruff’s 260-acre proposed bank — 
would increase prop scarring and boat traffic.
 • a preservation adjustment for a permit-required 
conservation easement is unwarranted.
 mcclash also disagrees with alexander’s conclu-
sion he had no “standing” to challenge the permit, 
lacking immediate injury.
 the judge called mcclash’s concern for future off-
sets of wetland destruction due to wrongly allocated 
credits “too speculative and remote.”
 Standing and mitigation banking are forward-
looking, according to mcclash, a longtime recre-
ational boater and fisher from St. petersburg to char-
lotte Harbor who foresees impacts, including a future 
reduction in crabs and shrimp, “adjacent to the site and 
within the mitigation service area.”

Future issues
 the Beruff-Lieberman partnership filed no excep-
tions to the Alexander decision.
 Responses to the exceptions are due by the end of 
the month, according to dep spokeswoman dee ann 
miller.
 dep Secretary noah Valenstein will issue a final 
decision by april 20 “after careful consideration” of 
alexander’s order, exceptions and responses, miller 
said in emails.
 the u.S. army corps of engineers has twice 
turned down the mitigation bank in September 2016 
and may 2017. the developer will need the corps’ 
permission to impact federal waters.
 there was no application with the corps pending 
at press time.
 if the Beruff bank is approved, it will join about 
80 banks in the state as one of the smallest with the 
fewest credits allocated.
 in another challenge, mcclash, Suncoast Water-
keeper and others are seeking to overturn the county 
decision that gave the go-ahead for the development 
adjacent to the proposed mitigation bank.
 the environmentalists filed a writ of certiorari in 
12th circuit court in november 2017, alleging the pro-
cess was flawed when the commissioners approved an 
amended development plan for aqua without giving 
notice.
 Judge gilbert a. Smith Jr. is assigned to the 
case.

The Long Bar devel-
opment land, includ-

ing water frontage on 
Sarasota Bay that is 
the site for the pro-

posed mitigation bank. 
The 75th Street-53rd 

Avenue roundabout is 
near the top left in the 

photo. Islander File 
Photo: Jack Elka

Manatee County votes yes on school tax referendum

Nina Monte approaches the poll-
ing place March 20 at the Gloria 

Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, 
where she cast her vote in the 

school tax referendum. Islander 
Photo: Bianca Benedí

 the voters have decided: taxes will go up to sup-
port teachers and students. 
 on march 20, manatee county voters chose to 
approve a school referendum by a 2.76 percent major-
ity. more than 51 percent of voters voted for the ref-
erendum, which proposed a one mill property tax 
increase to raise an additional $33 million annually 
for the school district. 
 a total 56,479 votes were cast from the 235,388 
registered voters throughout the county on the refer-
endum for a 23.99 percent turnout. 
 the $33 million funding will be used to extend 
the school day by a half-hour, increase staff salaries 
to be more competitive and put a science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics class in every elementary 
school in the district, including anna maria elemen-
tary.
 District superintendent Diana Greene issued a 

statement march 21 thanking voters for approving the 
referendum. “We’re looking forward to the future!” 
she wrote in the statement. 
 ame will gain $200,000 or more in funding annu-
ally through the tax increase, according to principal 
Jackie featherston.
 featherston said the tax increases would help ame 
acquire and obtain a number of staff ranging from bus 
drivers to janitors to teachers. 
 on anna maria island, four precincts of voters 
weighed in against the school tax. anna maria voters 
cast 150 votes for and 211 votes against the tax.
 two precincts in Holmes Beach saw 401 for and 
442 opposed to the tax.
 Bradenton Beach voters cast 100 votes for the ref-
erendum and 114 votes were tallied against the pro-
posal.
 — Bianca Benedí
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Bealls Stores & BeallsFlorida.com are operated by 
Bealls Stores, Inc. and Beall’s Westgate Corporation. GE01

$10 bealls 
buck$

FOR EVERY $50 YOU SPEND

GET Receive $10 Bealls Bucks (March 28-April 4, 2018) when you make a qualifying merchandise purchase 
of $50 or more (before taxes) in Bealls Stores only. Maximum of $120 Bealls Bucks awarded per guest. 
Bealls Bucks have no cash value and can be redeemed in-store (April 5-7, 2018) only at Bealls Stores. 
Bealls Bucks must be presented and surrendered at time of purchase; any remaining balance will be 
forfeited. Bealls Bucks cannot be earned on purchases of gift cards or applied to prior purchases, gift 
cards, taxes or existing Bealls Florida credit balances. Bealls Bucks will be applied before any percent 
off total purchase discounts. Offer cannot be earned or combined with Employee discount. OP13

† Receive 200 points for joining Coast2Coast Rewards®. † † Subject to credit 
approval. Comenity Bank issues the Bealls Florida Credit Card. This Program is 
NOT affiliated with or related to the Bealls Outlet Rewards Program in any way. 
Coast2Coast Rewards® program is provided by Bealls Stores, Inc. which is solely 
responsible for the Program operation. Bealls Stores, Inc. may change the terms 
of the Program at any time. For full Rewards Terms and Conditions, please visit 
www.beallsflorida.com/online/rewards.

 • $1 = 2 points when you use your Bealls Florida Credit Card† † 
 • $1 = 1 point when you use any other form of payment 
 • $5 Reward for every 200 points (up to a max of $50 in a month)

$  
†   Rewards®

BeallsFlorida.com

EASTER 
SAVINGS
ARE HERE!

50%
OFFUp to

WEDNESDAY-TUESDAY, MARCH 28-APRIL 3, 2018

SAVINGS
PASS

Savings Pass valid for use on a qualifying merchandise purchase in Bealls Stores, by 
phone at 800-569-9038, on Click & Find® kiosks and on BeallsFlorida.com only. Savings 
Pass must be presented at time of purchase. Limit one (1) Savings Pass per purchase. 
Cannot be applied to prior purchases, gift card purchases, existing Bealls Florida credit 
balances, taxes, or shipping charges and cannot be used with Employee Discount or any 
other o�er. Dollar-o� discounts will be applied before any percent-o� total purchase 
discounts. Savings Pass is applied to qualifying items on a prorated basis; returns will be 
credited at the return price on your receipt. EXCLUSIONS: Bealls Extreme Values, Bealls 
Outstanding Buys, Birkenstock®, Cobian®, Columbia, Hook & Tackle®, Huk™, Levi’s®, Life 
Is Good®, Melissa & Doug®, Natural Life®, Nike®, Nomad™, Oscar Mike®, Pelagic®, Reef®,  
Sakroots®, Sawyer®, Simply Southern®, Suncloud®, Under Armour®, Vionic® and other 
brands listed at BeallsFlorida.com/exclusions. Not valid at Bealls Outlet. Bealls Stores & 
BeallsFlorida.com are operated 
by Bealls Stores, Inc. and Beall’s 
Westgate Corporation. SP01 

Use promo code PASTEL on BeallsFlorida.com

EXTRA20%
OFF

your purchase
SALE, REGULAR & 

CLEARANCE MERCHANDISE
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3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 941.778.0400

313 Pine Ave, Anna Maria, 941.778.0500

.

full service salon and spa off ering…
Hair ~ Nails ~ Massage ~ Facials
 Acupuncture ~ Body Treatments  
 ~ Bikini and Brazilian Waxing ~ 

AMI Chamber of Commerce
2017 Best Business of the Year 

TERRA’S 

714 43rd St. W • Bradenton
Tue-Fri 10-5, Sat 11-4

941.779.5350

NOW OPEN at our new location!

Handmade Sterling Jewelry

Submit your social news to news@islander.org. 
Please, include the time, date and location for 
events, as well as a contact name and phone 
number for publication. And, thanks for sharing!

Signature 
ISLANDER gifts
NEW! Mugs, $10 each. 
All-cotton AMI tote bags, 
$5. Plus white and tie-dye 
“More-Than-a-Mullet-
Wrapper” T-shirts, $10-$15, 
and AMI stickers, $2. Come 
shop at 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach, sandwiched 
between Walgreens and the 
bagel cafe!

Island happenings

Pine Avenue, Sandbar celebrate Easter 
with egg hunt, bonnet contest

Painter Jeffrey Sanchez is the featured artist at 
Island Gallery West in April. Islander Courtesy 
Photo

Island Gallery West to show 
‘Inspirations’

 island gallery West in april will feature the work 
of oil painter Jeffrey Sanchez in the exhibit “inspira-
tions from my new Life in florida.” 
 Sanchez moved to the area in 2016 and finds 
inspiration on the beaches and in the region’s dramatic 
changes to the weather. 
 A highlight of the exhibit will be a public reception 
5:30-7:30 p.m. friday, april 13, as part of the monthly 
artWalk in downtown Holmes Beach.
 island gallery West, featuring the work of 29 art-
ists, is at 5368 gulf drive. 
 for more information, call the gallery at 941-778-
6648.

Sea to Shore Alliance
plans benefi t

 the Sea to Shore alliance is hosting the “fins, 
flippers and friends” benefi t 5-8 p.m. Sunday, april 
8, at the South florida museum, 201 10th St. W., Bra-
denton.
 the afternoon will include appetizers by Simply 
Gourmet, wine by Wine Bar, a silent auction and a 
presentation on “manatees and mermaids” by Buddy 
powell, executive director of the Sea to Shore alli-
ance.
 tickets are $75 and available online at sea2shore.
org or at the door.
 Sea to Shore alliance works to protect manatees, 
sea turtles and North Atlantic right whales. 
 for more information, email events@sea2shore.
org or call Vic caserta at 941-209-8609.

 the Sandbar restaurant and pine avenue resto-
ration will keep an easter tradition and hold a bonnet 
contest, egg roll and egg hunt.
 the celebration will be Saturday, march 31, begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m. at the Sandbar restaurant, 100 Spring 
ave., anna maria.
 the restaurant will serve breakfast-type refresh-
ments and for children 10 and under, the egg hunt on 
the beach will begin at 9 a.m.
 Next, the Easter Bunny will lead a parade to Pine 
avenue, where contests and games will take place. 
 Other activities will include face painting, games 
and coloring. Photos with the Easter Bunny will be 
taken by dara caudill, owner of islandphotography.
org, and music will be provided by dJ chuck cau-
dill. 

 on pine avenue, the Sandbar and Hometown des-
serts will provide refreshments and treats.
 the roll will be 9:30-11 a.m. with the bonnet con-
tests judging at 10:30 a.m. 
 for more information, call the Sandbar at 941-778-
0444.

A Sandbar Restaurant Easter egg hunt gets underway on the beach in Anna Maria. This year’s egg hunt will 
be at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 31. Islander File Photo: Jack Elka

Studio hosts ‘Wild’ 
drawing session

 the Studio at gulf and pine is inviting people to 
the gallery noon-2 p.m. thursday, march 29, to sketch 
owls. Wildlife Inc. in Bradenton Beach is bringing live 
owls to serve as models.
 artists will need to bring their sketchbooks or 
watercolor pads.
 donations collected at the event will benefi t the 
nonprofi t rehabilitation and rescue center.
 also, the gallery is exhibiting “Wild,” showcas-
ing “the wild” in paintings and sculptures. the exhibit 
features work by a collection of artists.
 the Studio at gulf and pine is at 10101 gulf drive, 
anna maria. 
 for more information, call 941-778-1906.
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33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!
Ladies and Gents -- 2-year 

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tue-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2 • ATM & CCs •  941-798-9585

Island happenings

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com

EMBROIDERY! Purses & Bags 
Clothing, Towels, Cups, Koozies 
Apparel & Accessory SHOP. 
PLUS we do wash & fold, 
dry clean & drop-off laundry
service for family/commercial.
Free pickup for elderly.

5400 Marina Drive at the Holmes 
Beach laundromat
941-705-4603 • yptapparel.com

NEW ARRIVALS! Come check us out!

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

AGAMI features watercolorist’s work
The Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria Island will exhibit 
paintings by watercolorist Judy Strom in April and 
celebrate her work during a reception 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Friday, April 13, at the Artists’ Guild Gallery, 
5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. The reception is 
part of ArtWalk. Strom, while in high school, studied 
at the Art Institute of Chicago. After college, while 
working at a newspaper in Illinois, she started a 
graphic design. She has worked in many mediums, 
but currently is focusing on watercolors. She is a 
signature member of the Florida Suncoast Water-
color Society. For more information, call the gallery 
at 941-778-6694. Islander Courtesy Photo

Artists set
annual day meeting

 the artists’ guild of anna maria island will 
hold its annual day meeting monday, april 2, at 
the episcopal church of the annunciation, 4408 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 elisa Hansen will deliver a talk about the art 
research library at the John and mable ringling 
museum of art in Sarasota. 
 Hansen, head of library services at the 
museum, will provide a history of the library and 
discuss its purpose, as well as the collection. 
 the program will begin at about 2 p.m. a 
social time will begin at 1:30 p.m.
 for more information, call the artists’ guild 
gallery at 941-778-6694.

Island Library sets
April calendar

 the island Library in april will feature a series of 
arts and crafts sessions, games and storytimes.
 for children, the library will offer preschool sto-
rytime at 10 a.m. tuesdays, april 3, april 10, april 17 
and April 24.
 Another popular program — for children and 
adults — is origami crafting, which will be 10 a.m. 
Saturday, April 14.
 the library also will offer the forty carrots parent-
ing program at 10 a.m. fridays, april 6, april 13 and 
april 27.
 for game enthusiasts, the library will offer mah-
jong for beginners at 11:30 a.m. tuesdays and mahjong 
play at 11:30 a.m. fridays.
 also, the chess club will meet at 4 p.m. Wednes-
days, April 11 and April 24.
 the coloring club also will meet april 11 and april 
24 at noon.
 the gulf coast Writers will meet at 12:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, april 4, and the friends of the island 
Library Book club will meet at 10:15 a.m. thursday, 
april 19.
 Quilters will get together at 10 a.m. thursday, 
april 26, and those who do knitting and crocheting 
will gather at 2 p.m. thursdays, april 5 and april 19.
 the library also will host a cpr-training program 
at 9 a.m. Saturday, april 28. registration is required.
 the library is at 5701 marina drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 for more information, call the library at 941-778-
6341.

Senior Adventures hosts 
potluck, book sale

 Senior adventures will hold a potluck lunch 
and book sale friday, march 30.
 the sale will be 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the annie 
Silver community center, 103 23rd St. n., Bra-
denton Beach. Lunch will be at noon.
 Senior Adventures is a group of older adults 
that meet most fridays for an adventure — an 
outing or a gathering at annie Silver community 
center.
 for more information or to rSVp, call Kaye 
Bell at 941-538-0945.

River club presents
garden tour

 the 13th annual garden tour presented by the 
manatee river garden club will be 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, april 7.
 the self-guided tour, “Bradenton in Bloom,” will 
feature visits to fi ve gardens.
 tickets are $15 in advance and $20 the day of the 
event, when they can be purchased at the clubhouse, 
3120 first ave. W., Bradenton.
 tourgoers also can enjoy a lunch at the clubhouse 
for $10, as well as shop the vendors and plant sales.
 for more information, call Judy Boehm at 941-
870-2259.

AMIAL seeks exhibit entries
 the anna maria island art League issued a call to 
artists to submit their work for a “progression of art” 
exhibit in April.
 Submissions can be brought to amiaL, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. monday, 
Wednesday and friday — but no later than april 9.
 the entry fee is $15 per piece.
 the exhibit will be shown throughout the month.
 for more information, call amiaL at 941-778-
2099.
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The Islander Calendar
ARTS &

ENTERTAINMENT
On AnnA MAriA islAnd

Wednesday, March 28
 1 p.m. — ringling College of lifelong learning Academy lec-
ture by Alex Beavers on “The Convergence of Art and design,” 
island library, 5701 Marina drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-
778-6341.
Thursday, March 29
 1 p.m. — Meet the author opportunity with Alice Moerk, island 
library, 5701 Marina drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-
6341.
Saturday, March 31
 10:30 a.m. — island Gallery West acrylics art demonstration 
with Maria sine, 5368 Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-
778-6648.
Monday, April 2
 1:30 p.m. — Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria island member’s day 
meeting and program, Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 
Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6694.

OnGOinG On AnnA MAriA islAnd

 • Throughout March, Judy Saltzman exhibits her artwork in 
“sea Escape — Celebration of sea and sail,” island Gallery West, 
5368 Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6648.
 • Throughout March, Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria exhibits work 
by photographer Chris Collins, Artists’ Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina 
drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6694.
 • Through April 7, “Wild,” a visual celebration of the extraor-
dinary wildlife of Florida, the studio at Gulf and Pine, 10101 Gulf 
drive, Anna Maria. information: 941-778-6694.
 • Through April 8, Anna Maria Island Art League exhibits Bran-
don Scott’s “under the Infl uence of us,” 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • Throughout April, Jeffrey Sanchez exhibits featured work at 
island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. information: 
941-778-6648.
 • Throughout April, Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria exhibits work 
by Judy Strom, Artists’ Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. information: 941-778-6694.

lOOKinG AHEAd On AMi

 April 13, ArtWalk, Holmes Beach. April 14, Anna Maria island 
Chamber of Commerce Beach ’n Food Truck and Music Festival, 

Bradenton Beach. May 3-13, island Players’ “An inspector Calls,” 
Anna Maria.

OFF AnnA MAriA islAnd

Friday, March 30
 6-8 p.m. — Music in the Park, Mosaic Amphitheater on the 
Riverwalk, downtown Bradenton. Information: 941-621-6471.

OnGOinG OFF AMi

 • Through May 6, “How People Make Things,” South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • “Sea Debris: Awareness Through Art” exhibit, Mote Marine 
Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, City island, sarasota. Fee 
applies. information: 941-388-4441.
 • Second Wednesdays, Think + Drink (science), South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • First Fridays, 6-9 p.m. ArtWalk in the Village of the Arts, around 
12th Street West and 12th Avenue West, Bradenton. Also, Saturdays 
after the fi rst Fridays. Information: villageofthearts@gmail.com.

lOOKinG AHEAd OFF AMi

 April 7, Manatee river Garden Club “Bradenton in Bloom” 
garden tour, Bradenton. April 8, sea to shore Alliance cocktail party, 
Bradenton. April 28, De Soto Grand Parade, Bradenton.

KIDS & FAMILY
On AnnA MAriA islAnd

Tuesday, April 3
 10 a.m. — Preschool storytime, island library, 5701 Marina 
drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6341.

OnGOinG On AMi

 • Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m., Wednesday Night Blast, CrossPointe 
Fellowship, 8605 Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-
0719.
 • Tuesdays, 3:15 p.m., after-school children’s choir, Roser 
Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-778-0414.
 • Third Tuesdays, 10 a.m., Winter Time Turtle Talks with Anna 
Maria island Turtle Watch and shorebird Monitoring, Waterline 
Marina Resort and Beach Club, 5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
information: 941-778-5638.
 • Terrifi c Tuesdays for community and families, 5:30 p.m., Roser 

Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-778-0414.

OnGOinG OFF AMi

 • First Saturdays, Family Night at the Museum, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • Fourth Wednesdays, “Stelliferous Live” star talk, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.

GAMES, SPORTS
& OUTDOORS

On AnnA MAriA islAnd

Wednesday, March 28
  4 p.m. — Chess club, island library, 5701 Marina drive, 
Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6341.

OnGOinG On AnnA MAriA islAnd

 • Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m., horseshoes pitched, 
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf drive, Anna Maria. information: 
941-708-6130.
 • Thursdays, 7-9 p.m., through March 29, Annie Silver Com-
munity Center bingo games, 103 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Fee 
applies. information: 941-778-3580.
 • Fridays, usually at 11:30 a.m., mahjong games, Island Library, 
5701 Marina drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6341. 
 • Second and fourth Fridays, 6 p.m., Center of Anna Maria 
island bingo games, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Fee applies. 
information: 941-778-1908.
 • Mondays, noon, bridge, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m., mahjong games and instruction for 
beginners, island library, 5701 Marina drive, Holmes Beach. infor-
mation: 941-778-6341. 
 • Tuesdays, 12:15 p.m., duplicate bridge, episcopal Church 
of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. information: 
941-779-0881.

OnGOinG OFF AnnA MAriA islAnd

 • First and third Wednesdays usually, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church Golfi ng for God, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 el Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. info: 941-778-0414.
 • Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m., ACBL open 
pairs duplicate bridge, The Paradise Center, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key. Fee apples. Information: 941-216-9600.

lOOKinG AHEAd OFF AMi

 April 28, Moonracer Animal Rescue golf tournament, Palmetto. 
May 18, Anna Maria island Chamber of Commerce 19th annual Golf 
Tournament, Bradenton.

Golf goes to the dogs!

proceeds Benefi t moonracer
for more information, golf signup 

and sponsor opportunities, call toni 
Lyon, 941-928-8735 or email 

tlyonami@gmail.com 

Moonracer No Kill Animal Rescue 

Golf Outing for the Rescue
Tourney Golf and Awards Lunch at Terra Ceia Bay Golf & Tennis Club, Palmetto

7:30 Registration, 8:30 Shotgun Start ~ Saturday, April 28
Single Golfer $65: green fees, cart, lunch +2 drink tickets, awards & gift bags

Get listed: Send Island Happenings announcements and calendar listings to news@islander.org. the 
deadline is the Wednesday prior to the publication date. the deadline for the april 11 issue is april 4.

For a free hearing screening, call 941.795.2811

Here to serve you!
Dr. Jill Diesman — a graduate 
of Washington University, St. 
Louis, and the Central Institute 
for the Deaf, is skilled in 
diagnostic, rehabilitative and 
other services for hearing, 
balance, tinnitus management, 
and related audiological fi elds.

501 VILLAGE 
GREEN PKWY., 
STE. 16, 
BRADENTON
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CLUBS & 
COMMUNITY

On AnnA MAriA islAnd

Wednesday, March 28
 noon — Adult coloring club, island library, 5701 Marina drive, 
Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6341.
Friday, March 30
 10 a.m.–1 p.m. — senior Adventures potluck lunch and book 
sale, Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St. N., Bradenton 
Beach. information: 941-538-0945.
Sunday, Apri1 1
 6:30 a.m. — Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria island Easter sunrise 
service, Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. 
information: 941-778-1383. For other religious services and pro-
grams during Holy Week, see the listings on page 21.
Wednesday, April 4
 12:45 p.m. — Gulf Coast Writers group, Island Library, 5701 
Marina drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6341.

OnGOinG On AnnA MAriA islAnd

 • Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Anna Maria Island Historical 
Society sales of Settlers Bread, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Second and fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m. Just Older Youth/
JOY Brown Bag Lunch Series, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Thursdays, 9 a.m.-noon, Manatee County Veteran Services 
divisions counseling and assistance, island library, 5701 Marina 
drive, Holmes Beach. information: 941-778-6341.
 • Third Thursdays, 11:45 a.m., Successful Women Aligning 
Together meets, Bridge street Bistro, 111 Gulf drive s., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee applies. information: 941-345-5135.
 • Fridays, Senior Adventures usually meets to carpool on an 
adventure or for an activity, Annie silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-538-0945.
 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
breakfast meeting, Anna Maria island Beach Cafe, Manatee Public 
Beach, 4000 Gulf drive, Holmes Beach. info: 941-778-1383.
 • Tuesdays, noon, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, Bridge 
street Bistro, 111 Gulf drive s., Bradenton Beach. information: 941-
518-1965.
 • Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., through March, Anna Maria Island Irish 
Ceili dance social, Sandpiper Mobile Resort, 2601 Gulf Drive N., 
Bradenton Beach. information: 941-779-1416.

lOOKinG AHEAd On AMi

 April 18, Anna Maria island Garden Club Fashion show, Anna 
Maria.

OnGOinG OFF AnnA MAriA islAnd

 • Second Wednesdays during season, Off Stage Ladies meet-
ing and luncheon, various venues. Info: 941-932-2798.
 • Saturdays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. — Bradenton Farmers’ Market, Main 
Street, downtown Bradenton. Information: 941-621-6471.

GOOD TO KNOW
SAVe THe DATeS

 • Friday, March 30, Passover begins.
 • Friday, March 30, Good Friday.
 • Sunday, April 1, April Fools’ Day.
 • Sunday, April 1, easter.
 • Tuesday, April 17, Tax Day.
 • Sunday, April 22, earth Day.
 • Friday, April 27, National Arbor Day.

VOLuNTeeR OPPORTuNITIeS 

 looking for volunteer opportunities on or around Anna Maria 
Island? These organizations are seeking help:
 • The Roser Food Bank needs donations of cash and nonper-
ishable food. The pantry is administered by roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0414.
 • Moonracer Animal Rescue seeks volunteers to offer foster and 
forever homes for rescued animals. Information: 941-345-2441.
 Seeking volunteers for an organization or an event? email 
calendar@islander.org with the details. Please include a contact 
name and phone number.

i.wed
JEWELRY

Bridge Street Jewelers
The island’s full-service jewelry store.

129 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-896-7800

PHOTOGRAPHY
Jack Elka PhotoGraphics

The fi nest wedding photography 
since 1980. www.jackelka.com

941-778-2711

ACCOMMODATIONS
Tortuga Inn Beach &
Tradewinds Resorts

90 well-appointed rooms, apts., suites 
with kitchens. Wi-fi , pools, beach, more!

www.tortugainn.com
941-778-6611

www.tradewinds-resort.com
Bungalow Beach Resort

DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH! 
Classic 1930s island-style resort.

800-779-3601
bungalow@bungalowbeach.com

www.bungalowbeach.com

The Islander Wedding Directory

ACCOMMODAATI

TTT

TO PROMOTE YOUR WEDDING SERVICES, 
CONTACT ISLANDER iWED EXPERT

TONI LYON 
941.778.7978 OR CELL 941-928-8735 

TONI@ISLANDER.ORG

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT
Chuck Caudill Entertainment 

Beach weddings and events. DJ service, 
live guitar and more from an 

experienced island professional. 
941-778-5676 • www.chuckcaudill.com

Gulf Drive Band
The Best! Classic Danceable Tunes 

Musical Entertainment
DJ for Weddings, Receptions. 

Call: 941-778-0173. 
email: gulfdriveband@gmail.com

MASSAGE BY NADIA
Call 941.518.8301

Massaging on AMI for 
more than 17 years.

Your place, your convenience.

M
A#
00
17
55
0

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Massage Therapy | Acupuncture | Yoga
2219 Gulf Drive N | Bradenton Beach 

941.778.8400 | www.alunawellness.com 

Holistic wellness 
center and spa 

Now off ering yoga and meditation in the 
ambiance of a healing Himalayan salt wall.

Community fish fry draws crowd to Annie Silver Center

Cindy Swager and husband John, owner-opera-
tors of Big John’s BBQ and members of the Anna 
Maria Island Privateers, batter and deep-fry fresh 
fish March 16 at the Annie Silver Community 
Center dinner, 103 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. 
Islander Photos: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

About 70 people fill the Annie Silver Community Center in Bradenton Beach March 16 for a fish fry. 

People eye a table laden with 
desserts as Diana Hoover, back 
left, and Elaine Mihm dish out 

coleslaw March 16 to people 
at the Annie Silver Community 

Center fish fry in Bradenton 
Beach. 
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AM farmers market receives good reviews on launch

Himalayan Salts vendor Cindy Thompson talks 
to visitors curious about her products March 
20 during the city of Anna Maria’s first farmers 
market at City Pier Park. Islander Photo: Bianca 
Benedí

By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 the anna maria farmers market is officially — 
finally — open for business. 
 Despite a slow start getting off the ground, poor 
weather and some vendor cancellations, anna maria’s 
first farmers market was well-received, deputy clerk 
debbie Haynes reported march 22. 
 three vendors, not six, were out for the first day, 
march 20, due to a gloomy and windy weather fore-
cast, Haynes said, but the weather didn’t keep custom-
ers away. 
 tillman thomas’s produce, the sole produce 
vendor for the march 20 opening, sold out within a 
couple of hours, Haynes said. 
 commissioner doug copeland said he saw the 
produce vendor sell out of some products before the 
market opened at 11 a.m.
 two other vendors — Himalayan salts by cindy 
thompson and Saucy guys run by neil currie and Jim 
Brannon — also made it out to the market and reported 
a steady stream of visitors, Haynes said. 
 the market was closed at 2 p.m. instead of 5 p.m. 
when thunderclouds rolled in, she said. 
 around 30 vendors have contacted the city about 
participating in the market, Haynes said. 
 She added that the city anticipates about 10 ven-
dors for the march 27 market, including two produce 
vendors. She also said tillman thomas produce com-
mitted to bringing more products. 
 Although the city originally envisioned lining ven-
dors in rows on the grassy part of the city pier park 
at the corner of Pine Avenue and North Bay Boule-
vard, Haynes said a circular arrangement in the shade 
appeared to be a better solution, providing shade and 

some rain coverage.
 mayor dan murphy congratulated Haynes for suc-
cessfully organizing the market. “our deputy clerk did 
a tremendous job on this.... She single-handedly made 
the event happen.”
 the next market is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
tuesday, march 27, after the islander went to press. 
the market will run through tuesday, may 8. 

Bradenton Beach, lawsuit defendants vie for winning hand
By chrisann Silver esformes

Islander Reporter
 it’s an expensive game called politics.
 “this is like the city playing poker,” John metz, 
former Bradenton Beach planning and Zoning Board 
member and current defendant in a lawsuit led by the 
city said march 21. “and, they think that when the 
cards are dealt, everybody else is going to fold their 

hands and the game is over. But it 
clearly doesn’t work that way.”
 But who holds the winning 
hand?
 mayor John chappie reported 
during a march 15 commission meet-
ing that the city had spent $52,978.86 
in attorney’s fees for the suit — initi-

ated august 2017 by ex-mayor Jack clarke and joined 

by the city — against six now-former 
board members. clarke alleges the 
defendants violated florida’s gov-
ernment-in-the-Sunshine Laws. He 
claimed the defendants discussed 
city matters at a meeting of the grass-
roots group concerned neighbors of 
Bradenton Beach, putting the city in 

danger of being in violation of Sunshine Laws regard-
ing open meetings.
 in august 2017, commissioners voted to execute 
a contract with attorney Robert Watrous of Sarasota 
for the investigation, not to exceed $5,000.
 At that time, Bill Shearon was mayor and the only 
vote against joining the investigation.
 Since then, a drawn-out discovery has led to higher 
than expected legal fees.

 four of the six defendants — tjet martin, patty 
Shay, Bill and rose Vincent — have opted to drop their 
attorneys and go pro se, citing their increasing costs 
for legal representation.
 during the march 15 meeting, city attorney ricinda 
perry said the attorneys for defendants reed mapes 
and metz are driving up the costs with extensive record 
requests, hoping the city will drop the suit following 
commission changes after the nov. 6 election.
 “the city has done nothing to generate fees against 
your defendants,” perry said to the commission. “their 
discovery requests have been very costly and time-
consuming. it’s a game i think the defendants are play-
ing to run up the ticket on the city.”
 perry instructed Watrous and paralegal michael 
Barfield to push to get a hearing date set before the 
end of 2018.
 However, mapes and metz have said they will not 
settle and do not expect the suit to go to trial this year.
 “Well, i think it’s actually the opposite direction,” 
mapes said march 21. “i think the city is driving up 
the cost for something that’s stupid.”
 mapes said one reason the city gave for joining 
clarke’s suit is that metz and mapes, then-p&Z mem-
bers, discussed a moratorium on parking garages, with 
a parking garage being a land-use matter that might 
come before the board.
 mapes said the discussion was broad and should 
not have prompted action on the Sunshine Law.
 metz supported mapes’ statement, saying that 
according to the city comprehensive plan, park-
ing garages are prohibited, so the topic shouldn’t be 
taboo.
 “they have to prove it was going to come before 
the p&Z board, which, of course, it never did,” metz 
said.
 metz said they are not purposefully driving up 
legal costs, but are defending themselves against 
clarke’s and the city’s allegations.
 “What do they expect?” metz said. “they started 
this. this is not going to be settled” out of court.
 He said the case is “not even close to trial,” with 
no depositions taken and unfulfilled record requests.
 metz sees the suit as a revenge case initiated by 
clarke as “payback for people who opposed him 
during his five-month tour as mayor,” in a recall elec-
tion between Shearon and clarke. clarke took the 
mayor’s seat in may 2015, and in that year’s novem-
ber election, lost to Shearon.
 “this is a political suit if ever there was one,” 
mapes said. “Whatever we can do to make them drop 
the suit, fine by us.”
 “they’ve decided to play a game,” metz said. 
“And the game never gets cheaper.”

Gulf Drive detour for $7.4M pipeline project delayed to April 9
By terry o’connor
Islander Reporter

an urgent appeal by Bradenton Beach mayor John 
chappie means less traffic disruption from construction 
on gulf drive than planned for the manatee county 
force main 5 project until after easter.

manatee county announced march 26 work on the 
force main will begin april 9 on gulf drive between 
28th and 26th streets. it is anticipated to continue for 
approximately four weeks.

the next area to be affected, 
starting approximately on may 1 on 
Gulf Drive, will be from the south-
ern terminus of avenue c southward 
to cortez road, concluding on about 
June 29.

When work started on gulf drive 
two weeks ago, chappie immediately 

contacted county engineer Sia mollanazar and manatee 
county commissioner carol Whitmore, among many 
others, with his appeal for a delay until after season.

“this project needs to be delayed until after 
season,” chappie emailed in all caps to a number of 
officials. “it is a nightmare out here.”

message received. the project schedule was 
revised within 24 hours.

“We have agreed to have the contractor immedi-
ately remove the directional drill placed (march 6) on 

gulf drive,” mollanazar said.
ron Schulhofer, manatee county public Works 

department director, said contractor Westra construc-
tion of tampa started a phase of the project one month 
early. 

“normally, that’s a great opportunity to complete 
projects ahead of schedule,” Schulhofer said. “In this 
case it created significant disruption. the contractor 
has removed the equipment that caused the stir for this 
phase of the contract.”

the delay until the second week in april, however, 
will slow a critical portion of work on the $7.4 million 
anna maria island water line replacement project as it 
moves south on Gulf Drive from Holmes Beach into 
Bradenton Beach, mollanazar said.

It could prolong the project through summer 
2019.

mollanazar said the Bradenton Beach mayor and 
commissioners would be asked to review the plan 
going forward.

A detour on 11th Street North will route travelers, 
pedestrians and bicyclists to Bay Drive North and out 
to gulf drive, according to tina allen, community 
outreach specialist.

Sidewalks will be closed on the east side of gulf 
drive during the next phase of work. 

motorists can expect periodic flagging operations 
and reduced speed zones, allen said.

crews also are replacing pipes down the center of 
avenue c from 24th Street to gulf drive, allen said.

the project involves replacing 50-year-old water 
and sewer lines and modifying existing lift-station 
pipelines, according to manager Jennifer fehrs of the 
public works department. 

Project limits extend from north of State Road 
64/manatee avenue on State road 789/gulf drive in 
Holmes Beach to State road 684/cortez road West 
in Bradenton Beach.

for more information, go to amipipereplacement.
com.

Metz

Mapes

Chappie

Force main work in the 900 block of Gulf Drive in 
Bradenton Beach is delayed. Islander File Photo
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Sheltered from the wind, there’s a private island paradise waiting for you to come ashore... where 

Gulf of Mexico, and dockside dining and boat drinks are served with a license to chill. Hurry, before this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity sails away!

MOVE-IN READY WATERFRONT RESIDENCES FROM THE HIGH $400s

Brand New Vacation Homes • Short-Term Rental Opportunity • Florida’s Last Private Island

OVERLOOKING ANNA MARIA SOUND

For more information, call today!
888-508-4680  |  OPHMintoUSA.com

12300 Manatee Ave. West, Bradenton, FL 34209

Lifestyle at One Particular Harbour

Live the

*Price excludes taxes. Costs of trip including airfare and expenses will be reimbursed up to $500 at closing. Purchase must be made within 90 days of One Particular Getaway visit. Receipts for airfare and expenses must be submitted in order to be reimbursed for exact expenditures. The reimbursement cost is 
not to exceed $500. This material shall not constitute a valid off er in any state where prior registration is required. The facilities and amenities described and depicted are proposed, but not yet constructed. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are merely representative of current development plans. 
Development plans, amenities, facilities, dimensions, specifi cations, prices and features depicted by artists’ renderings or otherwise described herein are approximate and subject to change without notice. © Minto Communities, LLC 2018. All rights reserved. Content may not be reproduced, copied, altered, 
distributed, stored or transferred in any form or by any means without express written permission. One Particular Harbour and the One Particular Harbour logo are trademarks of Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC and are used under license.  Minto and the Minto logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC and/or its 
affi  liates. CGC 1519880. 3/2018.

Introducing 
One Particular 

Getaway  
Only $229*

Purchase a One Particular Harbour home and your trip is on us!*

Anna Maria Island – Voted Top 10 Beach Sunset Views

Marina, Dining & 
Entertainment

• 3 days/2 nights in a waterfront home at One Particular Harbour
• Full access to resort recreation
• Use of Margaritaville beach cruiser during your stay
• And more!
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Tiki & Kitty’s 
Adventures in Shopping …
Antiques, Art-Tiques and Chic Boutiques!

avenue in Bradenton. it’s the spot for consignment 
bargains, including books and collectibles. 
 Kingberry Estate Finds in Palmetto offers home 
furnishings and decor, emphasizing quality, comfort 
and style at affordable prices. the estate inventory 
includes items for inside and outside your home. As 
an added bonus, you’ll fi nd annie Sloan chalk paint 
exclusively in manatee county at Kingberry.
 and, be sure to check out Scavengers Market-
place every third friday of the month, from 4-7 p.m., 
come to the Sip & Shop event to help moonracer 
no Kill animal rescue. Wine, hors d’ oeuvre and 
savings. How can you lose?
 Please, be sure to tell our friends in the shops, 
“The Islander sent me.”

half off, including buy-one-get-one deals! the last day 
for business at retro rosie’s will be Saturday, may 19. 
So get there before it’s gone!
 Tide & Moon on the Historic Bridge Street Pier 
has a great selection of handmade jewelry by silver-
smith Laura Shely. also, check out the downtown Bra-
denton location at 1209 third ave. W., where you can 
learn to make jewelry, too.
 Be sure to stop often for the changing array of home 
decor, furnishings, jewelry, shoes and clothing for the 
entire family at Community Thrift Shop on manatee 

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture, 

Collectibles, Fine Jewelry, 
Clothes  for the whole family! 

Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

Reader’s Choice 2008 Best Consignment Store

Mon-Sat 
10-4

Historic East Manatee Antiques District 

Vintage Clothes 
for All Occasions 

Antiques and 
Accessories

10-4 Tue-Sat • 817 Manatee Ave. E. 
941-708-0913 • Like us on Facebook! 

Let’s go shopping!
 
 tiki and Kitty are busy shopping for great values 
in their favorite shops, especially the blowout sale 
at retro rosie’s. 
 alert! Store closing! Retro Rosie’s has mark-
downs galore! merchandise throughout the entire 
store is at least 20 percent off, with assorted cloth-
ing, jewelry and accessories up marked down to 50 
percent off! Sewing and household items also are 

200 BRIDGE ST. • BRADENTON BEACH • 941.778.4050
NEW 1209 THIRD AVE. W., DOWNTOWN BRADENTON

Jewelry

2 LOCATIONS: Historic Bridge Street Pier & Bradenton

Tide and Moon  
Huge Selection of Handmade Jewelry

Exclusive Tide and 
Moon Island Pearl 

Pendant 
& Longitude-
Latitude Ring!

Custom designed by owner 
Laura Shely

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Shop, Save & Support              
Moonracer Animal Rescue            

Over 40 vendors! Local, coastal, unique & antique. 
Furniture, décor, collectibles, jewelry & records. 

 

Join us the third Friday of the month 4-7pm 
for wine, hors d’oeuvres and savings.    

2100 US Highway 301 N, Palmetto                        
Open Mon-Sat 10-5pm; Sun 11-5pm 

              If you cannot find it here,                                                                                             
it probably doesn’t exist. 

          
Moonracer Animal Rescue

              

S  P ‘n SHOP S  P ‘n SHOPS  P ‘n SHOPS  P ‘n SHOPS  P ‘n SHOP

Flower fanatics vote with cash at Penny Flower Show
 Horticulturalists on anna maria island got a 
chance to display their creative chops at the Anna 
maria island garden club’s annual “penny flower 
Show” march 21.
 Held in the fellowship hall of roser memorial 
community church, 512 pine ave., anna maria, the 
show’s theme of “games We play” challenged garden-
ers to design fl ower arrangements inspired by classic 
family games, including uno, checkers and chutes 
and Ladders. 
 Visitors were invited to drop pennies — or larger 
denominations, for those feeling generous — in cups 
placed next the entries. the arrangements that col-
lected the most money were winners. 
 At the end of the show, the coins were tallied and 
winners declared. 
 the garden club’s next event, a fashion show, will 
be Wednesday, april 18, at roser church. models — 
club members — will show fashions from irene’s 
resortwear, 5308 marina drive, Holmes Beach. 
 fashion show tickets are $20 at the anna maria 

island chamber of commerce in Holmes Beach.

Winners
twister: first place, nancy Stewart. Second place, 

marilyn pomeroy. third place, claudia carlson.
apples to apples: first place, nancy englehardt. 

Second place, ginger Huhn. third place, margey 
finley. 

chutes and Ladders: first place, amy tripp. Second 
place, Zan fuller. third place, Lynda Stringer.

checkers: first place, priscilla Seewald. Second 
place, dee o’Brien. third place, marilyn Shirley.

uno: first place, Stevie coppin. Second place, 
ginger Wyss. third place, charlotte noyes.

tic tac toe: first place, rita allan. Second place, 
Stevie coppin. third place, peggy Sawe.

fairy garden: first place, dodee nulty. Second 
place, georgia Simons. third place, Lynn rensel.

Horticulture: first place, Kathy patten. Second 
place, cindy richmond. third place, Lynn rensel. 

— Bianca Benedí

Jan Hazewski and 
Alice Silke examine 

fl ower arrangements in 
the “Apples to Apples’ 
category. The theme of 
the show was “Games 

People Play.”

BELOW: Women 
gather March 21 

around the bake sale 
at the “Penny Flower 
Show,” which is sup-

plied with goods made 
by members of the 

garden club.

Fran Derr 
and Nancy 
Tynan hold up 
plaques made 
from wine 
bottles March 
21. The items 
were sold at 
the “Penny 
Flower Show.”  
Islander 
Photos: Bianca 
Benedí
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SPRING FUN SPECIAL
10% 
OFF 
ANY 

Dolphin Watches • Sunsets

INSHORE/OFFSHORE
GUIDED 4-6-8 
HOUR TRIPS...
PLUS, 2-HOUR 
FAMILY-FUN FISHING

ISLAND 
BUSTER 
FISHING 
CHARTERS

$10 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $5O OR MORE!

Mister Roberts
Ladies’ and Men’s Resortwear
S&S Plaza, Holmes Beach 941-778-4505

Good now thru April 3. One coupon 
per person. Not valid on previous 
purchases. (excludes            )

$10 OFF $10 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $5O OR MORE!ANY PURCHASE OF $5O OR MORE!
Good now thru April 3. One coupon 
per person. Not valid on previous 

Happy  Easter! 

IT’S HOT OUTSIDE, 
STAY COOL
AC Tune-Up Special 

$7999 
Performance test, ACUV dye, 
up to 1 pound of freon. 
Exp 10-22-14. CALL GROOMS!

5608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 
941.896.7898

Expires 04-04-18

Rooftop hot tubs revive Holmes Beach vacation rental debate

A rooftop spa installed at a home in the 200 block of 
54th Street in Holmes Beach is under investigation 
following a safety inspection by code enforcement. 
Islander Photo: Terry O’Connor

By terry o’connor
Islander Reporter

two hot tubs whipped up a Holmes Beach debate 
the police chief thought was settled in 2017.

chief Bill tokajer asked building offi cials Jim 
mcguinness and Joe austikalnis if permits were in 
order for rooftop spas at two short-term rental homes, 
209 54th St. and 5501 Holmes Blvd.

Vacation rental certifi cates — required in Holmes 
Beach by the Vro — establish occupancy limits and 
safety parameters for use of a structure. to maintain 
the certifi cate, swimming pools and hot tubs must pass 
annual city inspections, which triggered tokajer’s 
questions to mcguinness.

Holmes Beach does not allow recreational features 
above ground level and a spa is considered a recre-
ational feature, tokajer said.

“i thought you already made a ruling,” toka-
jer wrote in an email to mcguinness. “What has 
changed?”

mcguinness indicated his department is research-
ing the permitting and construction plans for both 
addresses.

adam mott of the property management business 
ami Locals of Holmes Beach recently took over man-
agement of the properties. He said the hot tubs are the 
fi nal issue to resolve in order to qualify both addresses 
for city vacation rental certifi cates. 

“We have been working with the city of Holmes 
Beach and the homeowners to fi nalize the vacation 
rental certifi cate program at these properties,” mott 
said. “We will continue to do just that.”

mott said the hot tubs are not included in adver-
tisements marketing the homes, and are not set up for 
guest use.

“Due to the logistical issues associated with the 
location of these (rooftops) hot tubs, this was our 
solution to the issue until we could work through this 
entire situation with the city and the homeowners,” 
mott said.

mott said discussions with the city have been posi-
tive.

the annual inspections focus on life-safety issues, 
tokajer said. 

“a hot tub on a roof has to be looked at for safety,” 
he said.

Shawn Kaleta of Beach to Bay construction in 
Holmes Beach built the homes. 

He noted electrical outlets on the roof are 110 volt, 
not 220, which is why it was approved on the origi-

nal permit and inspection. the hot tubs in use can be 
plugged into any outlet in the home.

“that’s why the city allowed these,” Kaleta said 

in an email to the city.
Kaleta said hot tubs are no different from any other 

type of furnishings.
“i looked up the requirements,” Kaleta said in an 

email to city hall. 
tokajer said Kaleta’s contention a hot tub is com-

parable to a piece of furniture doesn’t hold water. 
 “A hot tub weighs a lot more than a couch or lawn 

chair,” tokajer said.
However, it is similar to a waterbed, for which the 

weight is more evenly distributed over a broad area 
than a refrigerator.

tokajer said a rooftop hot tub has safety issues 
involving the home’s weight-bearing ability, water and 
electrical protection and how many people are allowed 
to use it at any one time.

tokajer said the issue is in the hands of the build-
ing department. “i’m waiting for Jim to tell me what 
he fi nds out.” 

mcguinness could not be reached for comment.
Kaleta said he doesn’t know why the hot tubs have 

become an issue.
Why is it being brought up now?
“good question,” Kaleta said in an email to the 

Islander.

Join the team
The Holmes Beach April Fool’s Day Cleanup 
team is looking for a few good volunteers to 
collect and dispose of trash while visiting the 
beach April 1 — Easter Sunday. Code enforce-
ment offi cer JT Thomas, pictured second from 
left, said he has garbage bags, sunglasses and 
T-shirts for people who visit the Holmes Beach 
tent at 52nd Street on the beach 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
He has support from Waste Pro and Keep Man-
atee Beautiful Manatee County — and he just 
needs you to “pitch in.” Islander File Photos



18 n MARCH 28, 2018 n THE ISLANDER

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994

6412 Manatee Ave. W. Bradenton 941-794-5007
WWW.AMERICANCARCAREBRADENTON.COM

THE WORKS
Full-Service Car Wash, 

PLUS Polish-N-Wax, Under 
Chassis Wash, Armor All on 

Tires & Air Freshener
Most Vehicles.

AMERICAN CAR CARE
941-794-5007

THE WORKSTHE WORKSTHE WORKSTHE WORKS
$3 OFF

FRESH & SHINE
Full-Service Car Wash, 

PLUS Sealer Wax, 
Under Chassis Wash 

& Air Freshener. 
Most vehicles

AMERICAN CAR CARE
941-794-5007

FRESH & SHINEFRESH & SHINEFRESH & SHINEFRESH & SHINE
$2 OFF

Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other offers or prior services.

Expires 04-11-18

Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other offers or prior services.

Expires 04-11-18

WWHHEERREE‛S YOUR COMFORT ZZOONNEE??

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

14
26

59
6)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975
Two Florida State-Certifi ed Master Plumbers

BEN AND KAREN COOPER
PLEASE COME SEE US AT OUR NEW OFFICE 
NEXT TO THE REGIONS BANK BUILDING AT  

4401 MANATEE AVE. W., BRADENTON.

941-795-7048 Office
941-795-4878 Fax

941-713-9190 Cell
benacooper@aol.com

✔ Home Check
If you need an honest and reliable 
person to check your home while 
you’re away, call 941-723-9908.
References provided. $15 per visit.

✔    US OUT!

L IFE  AUTO HOME BOAT BUSINESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

Protect the things you love.
941-244-4743

Holmes Beach government committee meets resistance

Terry Schaefer, right, 
Holmes Beach gov-
ernment committee 
member, discusses how 
city offi cials responded 
to a survey on govern-
ment performance with 
chair David Cheshire 
and member Jay 
Calhoun at the Feb. 
26 meeting. Islander 
Photo: Terry O’Connor

By terry o’connor
Islander Reporter

the eight members of the Holmes Beach form of 
government committee reportedly encountered many 
trials and tribulations in their quest to identify the best 
government format for the city.

committee members surveyed — or tried to survey 
— 30 florida city clerks, mayors and town managers 
about government performance. 

Not all were helpful.
“they really did not have any obligation to speak 

to us. Some people were delightful to work with, 
and others were like pulling teeth,” said chair david 
cheshire. “Some people were willing. Some were 
blowing us off.”

committee members shared survey experiences, 
frustrations and observations at a feb. 26 meeting.

“these surveys take time to conduct,” said com-
mittee vice chair Scott Boyd.

committee member ellen prince said she received 
little response from the cities she contacted.

“So for me, i’m on hold,” prince said.
member terry Schaefer reported he had better luck 

with a familiar city: Holmes Beach. mayor Bob John-
son, city clerk Stacey Johnston and two commissioners 
participated in the anonymous survey.

the fi rst concern was lack of consistency on how 
commissioners perform as liaisons.

Other Holmes Beach “challenges” brought up by 
Holmes Beach responders include vacation rental con-
trol, the need for a city manager, attracting residents 
and businesses, aging infrastructure, electing compe-
tent offi cials, lack of teamwork in city hall, working for 
islandwide improvements, no formal training for new 
commissioners, ineffective planning and completing 
the Holmes Beach bike path, according to Schaefer.

Holmes Beach strengths cited in the survey 
include commission performance and sound fi nancial 
reserves.

Schaefer said he asked no follow-up questions and 
wished he had drilled deeper in speaking with Holmes 
Beach offi cials. He will follow up to add detail to the 
responses, he said.

once completed, survey results will be summa-
rized for a presentation to the commission, cheshire 
said.

Boyd is concerned the disparity in how fellow 
committee members conduct surveys and overly sunny 
responses from some sources could mean all the hard 

work would be wasted.
“We’re not going to present cogent information to 

our commissioners,” Boyd said.
Since aug. 24, 2017, the committee has worked to 

determine whether Holmes Beach should employ a city 
manager, maintain status quo or consider another form 
of government to recommend to the commission.

the government now operates under an elected 
mayor and a fi ve-member city commission, which 
enacts legislation. 

At least eight municipal government formats are 
employed in florida, according to the florida League 
of cities. a commission and city manager is the most 
common form of local government statewide, accord-
ing to the fLc.

commission chair Judy titsworth, liaison to the 
committee, attended the meeting. no other commis-
sioners attended. 

dennis groh and Joshua Linney of the Holmes 
Beach parks and Beautification committee also 
attended.

“Your leadership is really critical,” Groh said.
“no pressure,” cracked Linney.

HB commission 
redefi nes liaison roles

the free rein Holmes Beach commissioners 
have had as liaisons is being tightened.

Responding to concerns the Holmes Beach 
city commission needs better defi nition of the 
assigned roles liaisons have concerning commu-
nity organizations, city departments and com-
mittees, commissioners approved the liaison 
ordinance during a fi rst reading at their march 13 
regular session. 

a second public hearing and vote on the ordi-
nance was expected at the march 27 commission 
meeting after press time.

the ordinance defi nes the role of a liaison 
as primarily fact-finding and an information 
exchange. It provides that a liaison may represent 
a position of the city only after authority is granted 
by the commission. — Terry O’Connor
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Nochemicalsinside.comNochemicalsinside.com 

No More Chemicals Inside your House! 
Smart Water Technology tied into your Sprinkler System will accomplish this 
Goal ! 

37 Years in Business, Family Owned and Operated! 

No More  Mosquitos, No No-Seeums, No Fireants 
and many more insects that our Guarantee covers. 

 We will save you appr 75000 Gallon of water per year 

 Inside and Outside Pest Management all done with ONLY 
ORGANIC Products 

 Outside Liquid Fertilization for Lawn, Shrubs and Trees all 
done with ONLY ORGANIC Products  

 Smart Water Technology Controller using latest Technology 
and will be managed by us                    

FOR ONE LOW MONTHLY FEE 

Anna Maria to re-examine 10-year plan, consider impact fees

Bradenton Beach P&Z considers zoning changes

A new sign goes up Feb. 27 at the Circle K conve-
nience store in the 2500 block of Gulf Drive North, 
which is being discussed by the P&Z due to con-
fl icting zoning. Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes

By chrisann Silver esformes
Islander Reporter

 Spring cleaning has started for the Bradenton 
Beach planning and Zoning Board.
 the board, on the recommendation of city plan-
ner alan garrett, is reviewing the zoning districts to 
see where and how to fi x inconsistencies between the 
comprehensive plan’s future land-use designations and 
existing zoning.
 at a march 21 meeting, garrett said the city 
adopted a comprehensive plan in 2011 that includes a 
future land-use map. the state requires the city land 
development code and zoning be consistent with the 
fLum.
 He said he reviewed the zoning map and compared 
it to the fLum for inconsistencies.
 He gave an example of an area designated r1-res-
idential on the zoning map, which is low-density resi-
dential, but found it designated high-density residential 
or r-3 on the fLum.
 the board needs to decide which document to 
amend to fi x the inconsistency.
 additionally, garrett used the circle K conve-
nience store, 2513 gulf drive n., as an example of 
inconsistency between zoning districts and the comp 
plan. He said the circle K is zoned c2-commercial on 
the zoning map, but is designated r3-residential in the 
fLum.
 “So that entire block of commercial is inconsistent 
with the comprehensive plan,” Garrett said.
 p&Z chair Jim Lynch asked garrett why the fLum 
was implemented in 2011.
 Garrett said the city commission hired a planner 

to develop the map, which was adopted following 
public hearings. the fLum was created so that if 
the city “had the great storm come through and wipe 
everything away,” the city would have a plan for 
redevelopment.
 Vice chair John Burns said he believed that if 
devastation occurs, a property owner has the right to 
rebuild what previously existed. However, if a person 
voluntarily removes a structure, the fLum designa-
tion must be followed. He said if his summary is true, 
the fLum has no bearing on involuntary property 

destruction.
 Garrett said Burns is right, which is why the 
board needs to correct the inconsistencies between 
the maps.
 “commissions have changed, times have changed 
and now we need to decide if we want to look at 
amending the Ldc, amending the comp plan or rezon-
ing property to achieve consistency,” Garrett said.
 He said the goal for the p&Z is to determine what 
— if any — changes it wants to recommend to the 
mayor and commissioners.
 He said rezoning is the most diffi cult of the options 
because neighboring properties must be noticed, as 
well as advertising purchased and public hearings 
held.
 Burns asked if rezoning could devalue a property, 
making the city subject to Bert Harris claims.
 garrett said he’s not an attorney but by mandated 
notifi cation of surrounding property owners, the city 
should be absolved.
 additionally, garrett said it could be hard to deter-
mine if a zoning change would devalue a property.
 Lynch said the way to proceed will include a com-
bination of all options used in different ways for each 
area.
 the board members agreed to review the docu-
ments provided by Garrett to consider ways to resolve 
inconsistencies between the fLum and zoning map, 
and to discuss their fi ndings in may.
 the next p&Z meeting, including continued dis-
cussion of procedure for the board and the community 
redevelopment plan, at 1 p.m. Wednesday, april 18, at 
city hall, 107 gulf drive n. 

By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 anna maria elected offi cials will re-examine the 
city’s 10-year plan ahead of budget discussions this 
summer. 

 mayor dan murphy asked com-
missioners march 22 to consider what 
projects should be put in the budget 
for the 2018-19 fi scal year and what 
projects should be prioritized, added 
or altered. 
 “it’s a living document,” he 
said.
 murphy also told commissioners 
he plans to bring more details in April 
on funding many of the 10-year plan 
projects with impact fees.
 the fees would be charged to 
developers and builders for each bed-
room in a new home, murphy said. He 

hopes his proposal will address the issue of overdevel-
opment in the city. 
 “the number of bedrooms you’re putting into the 
city of anna maria, they have an impact on roads, 

drainage, parks,” he said. 
 murphy also asked commissioners for consensus 
to hold a meeting in the near future on the 10-year 
plan. 
 commissioner amy tripp said she wants to see 
bicycle route enhancements and the multiuse path put 
in the 10-year plan. 
 commissioner doug copeland said he wants to 
see the issue of safety on Pine Avenue addressed.
 “the phantom sidewalks, the fl ooding, the pedes-
trians walking in the streets, the bikes. ...i think we’re 
fortunate that we haven’t had a problem,” copeland 
said. He said the city should consider steps to make 
pine avenue a “more walkable street.” 
 commissioner dale Woodland concurred, adding 
that he thinks pedestrian and bike safety throughout 
the city should be considered.
 commissioner carol carter said she also observed 
a need for improved bicyclist safety on roads through-
out anna maria, particularly along gulf drive.
 murphy asked commissioners to draft a list of 

topics to discuss at a meeting dedicated to the plan. 

Project Budget time frame Cost
property acquisition ongoing $5,250,000
city pier/city pier park ongoing $1,361,620
gulf park improvements ongoing $2,760,000
Landscaping ongoing $400,000
city Hall park ongoing $60,000
irrigation wells ongoing $100,000
Heavy equipment ongoing $160,000
Street improvements ongoing $11,450,000      
Lake LaVista dredging ongoing $3,000,000
city canals dredging ongoing $650,000
Beach renourishment ongoing $250,000
city pier rehabilitation Short term $2,000,000
pier restaurant remodel Short term $1,000,000
Belhaven park  mid term $2,180,000
Water taxi Landing mid term $400,000
remodel city hall Long term $3,332,340
install traffi c signals Long term $233,676
aerate canal ends Long term $1,275,000

Murphy

Tripp

Visit www.islander.org for the best news on AMI.
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simple cremations

$740
simple burials

$1,195

SoundChoiceCremation.com

Online arrangements available

Sarasota (941) 312-6371 | Manatee (941) 213-9234

Obituaries

Pastor 
Stephen King
8:30 and 10:15 am 

Sunday Services 

300 Church Ave. • Bradenton Beach 
PO Box 243, Bradenton Beach 34217

2 blocks north of Bridge St. Clock Tower
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Maundy Thursday Worship 
Service 7 PM, March 29 

Good Friday, March 25 
Noon & 7 PM Services

No Service March 31

9:30 AM April 1
Easter Festival 

Worship Service

Easter Potluck Brunch 
following Worship

ALL ARE WELCOME
6608 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach ~ 941-778-1813

Charles Everett Southwick Sr.
 charles everett “ev” Southwick Sr., 86, died dec. 9, 
2017.

 He was born oct. 6, 1931, in fair-
banks, alaska, and settled in 1944 in 
Seattle, where he attended renton Junior-
Senior High School and then the univer-
sity of Washington, where he lettered in 
track. 
 He completed the National Aviation 

Dana G. ‘Dane’ Clayton
 dana g. “dane” clayton, 52, died feb. 25.
 He was a lifelong resident of manatee county, grow-
ing up on anna maria island and graduating from manatee 
High School. He attended manatee community college and 
manatee technical School.
 He served in the u.S. coast guard and was a firefighter/
paramedic in Sarasota and manatee counties, mainly on 
Longboat Key. 
 Since 2005, he owned and operated clayton’s painting 
& pressure Washing. 
 a private celebration of life will be held. Brown & 
Sons funeral Homes & crematory 43rd Street chapel is in 
charge of arrangements. condolences may be made online 
to www.brownandsonsfuneral.com.
 He is survived by his mother, Linda roberts clayton; 
brothers richard g. farris and wife renee of Lebanon, ten-
nessee, and allan B. “Brad” Jr. of grand Junction, colo-
rado; nephew Josh farris of Lebanon; aunt Signa Bouziane; 
cousins William t. Bouziane and wife Victoria, cory r. 
Bouziane and wife dawn and their daughter reilly rose, 
all of Bradenton, amber roberts gray of Jacksonville and 
derek roberts of tucson, arizona.

Southwick Sr.

Easter still packs the pews and, on AMI, sand on the beach
By mardi Suhs

Special to the islander,
courtesy of cadillac news

 Sunday is Easter, a day when churches prepare for 
packed pews and the largest attendance of the year. 
 the phenomenon is known as cecg, a reference 
to christmas and easter churchgoers who faithfully 
attend twice a year.
 in Holmes Beach, St. Bernard catholic church 
opens the parish hall to an additional 600 people and 
a standing-room-only crowd.
 “one year we had 1,500 people,” said michigan 
native matt nowicki, director of the family faith for-
mation at St. Bernard. “People were lined up outside 
the doors and surrounding the church so we added a 
mass in the hall.”
 at the manatee public Beach in Holmes Beach, 
the Kiwanis club of anna maria island expects “thou-
sands” of people to attend its 54th annual sunrise ser-
vice.
 “this is an amazing easter Sunday morning,” said 
service organizer for the island Kiwanis, John chap-
pie. He also is mayor of Bradenton Beach. “the sun is 
rising in the east and there are several thousand people 
on the beach. it is a wonderful, glorious event. it’s 
about god and the resurrection. it’s about our com-
munity coming together in prayer and celebration.”
 “All the churches on the island come together in 
an ecumenical service on the holiest day when we cel-
ebrate the death and resurrection of christ,” said the 
rev. rosemary Backer of gloria dei Lutheran church, 
Holmes Beach. “it’s all about the empty tomb and the 

resurrection. People attend that are not into church and 
there are also many churchgoers. this service gives 
great hope that churches can be unified instead of 
divided.”

Why Easter is the biggest church day of the year
 “Easter is always the highest attended Sunday 
of the year,” said the rev. dr. Bob o’Keef of roser 
memorial community church on anna maria island. 
“People are drawn to the celebration of the resurrec-
tion, the foundation of our faith. they know that easter 
is that wonderful celebration of the victory over death. 
they come once a year to reaffirm their faith.”
 “even though we live in a highly secularized soci-
ety, there is still that desire for something more,” sug-
gested nowicki. “people attend on easter to acknowl-
edge that a significant event is being recalled. they 
realize in their hearts that we are celebrating something 
that has meaning that extends beyond time and space. 
the whole christian message is, if He is risen, that 
changes everything.”
 “We are a post-christian nation,” added chad 
Zaucha, pastor of the first Baptist church of cadil-
lac, michigan. “But one reason for high attendance is 
that Easter is the ultimate story of hope and we need 
hope to survive.”
 the 54th Kiwanis club of anna maria island 
easter Sunrise Service will begin at 6:30 a.m. Sunday, 
april 1 — sunrise is expected at 7:21 a.m. — at mana-
tee public Beach, 4000 gulf drive, Holmes Beach.
 Editor’s Note: Mardi Suhs is a staff reporter for 
the Cadillac News in Northern Michigan. She is mar-

ried to an Austrian born-chef and together they own 
and operate a restaurant and wine bar. In 1986, her 
parents invited them to Anna Maria Island, where they 
vacationed every winter. As a former reporter for the 
Keynoter in the Florida Keys, she was a fan of Florida’s 
west coast and almost declined. But she’s been back 
every year since. Her sister, Sue Carlson, is a long-
time islander and owner of An Island Place Realty and 
Coastal Cottages.

Matt Nowicki, director of Family Faith Formation 
at St. Bernard Catholic Church, Holmes Beach, 
prepares for Holy Week. Nowicki will provide the 
scripture readings for the Easter Sunrise Service 
at the Manatee Public Beach, where all six island 
churches take part in the service. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Cadillac News/Mardi Suhs

Rev. Robert Mongiello
 the rev. father robert mongiello, 68, of Bradenton 
died march 22 in Sarasota.
 He was born July 16, 1949, in mercer, pennsylvania, 
to Vincient and pauline (Hinds).
 He graduated from mercer High School in 1967. He 
then received a degree in elementary education from clar-
ion State college. He resided in erie, pennsylvania, and 
taught in finley Lake, new York. He also directed choir at 
emmanuel presbyterian church in erie.
 He later went to seminary and was ordained in 1987. 

Jesse Aaron Raupp
 Jesse aaron raupp, born July 14, 1981, in Harvard, 
illinois, died march 18 in Janesville, Wisconsin.
 He had a passion for drag racing and cooking. “Big 
pappa’s” tater bombs will be missed by all at the track. 
 A celebration of life will be held at a future date.
 He is survived by his mother, tjet martin and hus-
band Bill Shearon of Bradenton Beach; father ray and 
wife donna raupp of Harvard; brother Bradley martin of 
Janesville; and many aunts, uncles, cousins and an extended 
family of friends.

He served as pastor at Sacred Heart church in punta gorda 
and at St. Bernard catholic church in Holmes Beach. He 
retired in 2009.
 He had a great love for music and he had the voice of 
an angel. He sang in choirs throughout his life.
 a mass of christian Burial will be held in grove city, 
pennsylvania. Burial will be in mercer. memorial donations 
may be made to the American Diabetes Association or the 
diocese of Venice.
 He is survived by his sisters, paula magargee and hus-
band Ron of Pardeeville, Wisconsin, and Lisa Pettican and 
husband Brad of Johns island, South carolina; nephews 
nathan pettican and Benjamin magargee; nieces Lindsay 
clark, erin cutsforth and danielle Schmieder; grandneph-
ews drake clark, carter magargee and glen cutsforth and 
grandniece Kadience clark.

cadet program and received his commission and Wings 
april 13, 1955. He served in fighter squadrons 1955-66. He 
participated in the gulf of tonkin incident in 1964, strafing 
and sinking a north Vietnamese pt boat. following a brief 
stint at the Bureau of Naval Personnel, he returned to the 
cockpit in october 1966, flying the f-4B phantom. in april 
1967, he and his rio, Jim Laing, shot down a mig in a 
dogfight. He was subsequently shot down and captured may 
14, 1967, during a mission against the than Hoa bridge.
 following nearly six years of imprisonment and upon 
repatriation, he retired from the u.S. navy as a captain. He 
was the recipient of the Purple Heart, Silver Star, Legion 
of merit, distinguished flying cross, Bronze Star and the 
prisoner of War medal, armed forces expeditionary medal 
and navy unit commendation ribbon. 
 the tea cup he used to lead the choir during his impris-
onment is in the collection at the Smithsonian museum on 
display at the american War History museum.
 He attained his juris doctorate from Hastings college 
of Law in 1976 and held multiple positions in the private 
sector, including assistant deputy director for congressional 
affairs at naSa. Serving as a docent on the uSS midway 
since 2008, he provided special insight during his tours as 
he served on the midway and flew f-8 crusaders from her 
deck. 
 in 2017, he was honored at the midway american 
patriot award gala alongside other military officers rep-
resenting naval aviator poWs who served during the Viet-
nam War and continued to serve as docents aboard midway. 
He was a longtime member of the San diego air & Space 
museum board of directors and enjoyed participating in the 
scholarship award selection process.
 He was an avid golfer, baseball fan, lover of music and 
always looked forward to his annual alaska fishing trips 
with his son mike and his wife Sheryl, who reside in Bra-
denton Beach. 
 He is survived by two other children, everett Jr. of Bra-
denton and craig of Seattle; six grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren.
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A NON-DENOMINATIONAL, CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Loving Christ  •  Sharing His Grace  •  Serving All
COMMUNITY CHURCH               MAUNDY THURSDAY

MARCH 29 • 7:00 PM
IN THE SANCTUARY

“Third-Class Christianity”
Choir • Communion

GOOD FRIDAY
MARCH 30 • 7:00 PM 

IN THE SANCTUARY
Contemporary Service

Experience the
songs, sights and 

sounds of the Passion

EASTER SUNDAY
8:30 AM AND 10:00 AM

IN THE SANCTUARY “I Have Seen the Lord”
Trumpet • Violin • Flute • Choir
EASTER EGG HUNT

following the 10:00 AM Service_______________
10:00 AM Nursery & Church School

8:45 AM Adult Bible Study
9:00 AM Book Study

A NON-DENOMINATIONAL, CHRISTIAN CHURCH

EASTER SUNDAYEASTER SUNDAY
8:30 AM

“I Have Seen the Lord”
Trumpet • Violin • Flute • Choir

“I Have Seen the Lord”
Trumpet • Violin • Flute • Choir

“I Have Seen the Lord”
EASTER EGG HUNTEASTER EGG HUNT

following the 10:00 AM Service

10:00
BRING FLOWERS 

to place on the 

Cross as a symbol 

of rebirth and 
resurrection! Bring 

your camera for a 

family photo.
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941-778-0414    •    www.RoserChurch.com    •    Facebook @RoserChurch

Island churches celebrate Easter, Holy Week
 Holy Week observances continue at each of the island’s six churches.
 • crosspointe fellowship, 8605 gulf drive, Holmes Beach.
 maundy thursday service, 7 p.m. march 29.
 good friday service, 7 p.m. march 30.
 easter service on Sunday, april 1, will be at 9 a.m.
 for more information, call 941-778-0719.
 • episcopal church of the annunciation, 4408 gulf drive, Holmes Beach.
 maundy thursday service, 7 p.m. march 29.
 good friday services, noon and 7 p.m. march 30.
 great Vigil of easter, 5 p.m., Saturday, march 31. this vigil will be shared 
with gloria dei Lutheran church.
 easter Sunday services will be at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
 for more information, call 941-778-1638.
 • gloria dei Lutheran church, 6608 marina drive, Holmes Beach.
 maundy thursday worship, 7 p.m. march 29. 
 good friday worship, noon and 7 p.m. march 30.
 easter Sunday service, 9:30 a.m. april 1. an easter egg hunt will follow wor-
ship, as well as a potluck brunch.
 for more information, call 941-778-1813.
 • Harvey memorial community church, 300 church ave., Bradenton 
Beach.
 according to the church ad, services on Sunday are at 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.
 for more information, call 941-779-1912.
 • roser memorial community church, 512 pine ave., anna maria.
 maundy thursday service, 7 p.m. march 29.
 good friday service, 7 p.m. march 30.
 easter Sunday services, 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. april 1. the church will host 
an egg hunt following the 10 a.m. service.
 for information, call 941-778-0414.

Preschoolers and kindergartners charge across the starting line at the March 
24 Easter egg hunt on the beach sponsored by the Women of the Moose Chapter 
1601 at the lodge in Bradenton Beach. Children were treated to lunch and a 
visit from the Easter Bunny at the annual event.

Easter Bunny hops by Moose Lodge for early Easter celebration

The Easter Bunny, 
who also goes by 
“Cheryl,” sweeps 
Griffen Barber off 
his feet March 24 
during the Women 
of the Moose AMI 
Chapter’s Easter 
party at the lodge in 
Bradenton Beach. 
Griffen attended 
the festivities with 
grandfather Rob 
Easterly.

Ross Dobrin reads a story for guests at the Moose Easter party March 24, while 
classmate Drew Golowatsch holds the mic. Dobrin has read aloud to the chil-
dren since he entered Bayshore High School and he plans to graduate in May. 
He and other members of the school French club volunteer at holiday parties at 
the Moose Lodge. Islander Photos: Sandy Ambrogi

Jaylyn Nelson, 
left, preschool 
friend Jacelyn 
Kimi peer out 
the window at 

the AMI Moose 
Lodge March 

24, anticipating 
the arrival of the 

Easter Bunny.

 • St. Bernard catholic church, 248 S. Harbor drive, Holmes Beach.
 Holy Saturday easter Vigil mass, 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. march 31.
 easter Sunday mass, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
 for more information, call 941-778-4769.
 also, Longboat island chapel, 6200 gulf of mexico drive, Longboat Key, 
will celebrate Holy Week, including: 
 maundy thursday supper and service, 5 p.m. march 29.
 easter Sunday services, 7:30 and 10 a.m. april 1, with an egg hunt at 10 a.m.
 for more, call the church at 941-383-6491.
 • christ church of Longboat Key, 6400 gulf of mexico drive, Longboat Key.
 maundy thursday service, 7:30 p.m. march 29.
 good friday service, 1 p.m. march 30.
 easter services, 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. april 1.
 for more information, call 941-383-8833.
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Bradenton man signs 
contract, sentencing deferred

 the case of a 21-year-old man accused of possess-
ing cocaine was placed on hold. It will be dismissed if 
he abides by a contract signed march 8.
 Julian Z. Herrera of Bradenton pleaded no contest 
and signed onto a court intervention program. twelfth 
circuit Judge economou agreed to postpone the case 
and, march 15, waived costs of supervision.
 the contract requires Herrera to refrain from alco-
hol and drugs, not carry weapons and report to a cip 
offi cer.
 Herrera was arrested in october 2017 after a Bra-
denton Beach police offi cer discovered cocaine in his 
wallet when he returned to a vehicle after-hours at 
coquina park.
 He was ordered by the judge into drug court in 
february.
 costs of drug court, police investigation, pros-
ecution and the public defender totaling $1,650 were 
assessed to Herrera, according to court records.

PLEASE SEE STREETliFE, neXt page

Cops & Court
By Kathy Prucnell, Islander Reporter

By Kathy PrucnellStreetlife

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

PROUD RECIPIENT OF THE

SMALL BUSINESS 
OF THE YEAR AWARD
- LARGE CATEGORY -

A LANDMARK ON

GULF COAST!

 THE FRESHEST 
   SEAFOOD ON AMI

SEAFOOD

Live Music Friday & Saturday
121 Bridge St. Bradenton Beach

941-896-9737
bluemarlinami.com

Anna Maria motorcyclist arrested for drugs, resisting police

Harpe

Island police blotter
anna Maria
 march 10, 100 block of crescent drive, suspicious 
incident. a manatee county sheriff’s deputy responded 
to a visitor’s complaint about a neighbor asking per-
sonal questions, such as how many children were in his 
party. the deputy advised the visitor about a registered 
sex offender living nearby. No violations occurred. 
 march 12, gulf and magnolia drives, confi scated 
tag. a sheriff’s deputy confi scated a vehicle tag after 
pulling over a motorist who failed to stop for a stop 
sign. the offi cer determined the motorist’s license was 
suspended and the vehicle was registered to another 
man. the registered owner told police he’d sold the 

 an anna maria man was arrested march 6 for 
allegedly possessing cocaine after resisting arrest in 
the 5600 block of ninth Street east in Bradenton.

 James Harpe, 27, was arrested 
at 8:16 p.m. after manatee county 
Sheriff’s deputy William coleman 
observed his motorcycle on the side-
walk without tag lights in the 5800 
block of ninth Street.
 coleman stopped the motorcy-
clist and observed the ignition was 

punched out. Harpe told the offi cer he was rebuilding 
the motorcycle. a warning was issued for the equip-
ment violations, according to the police report.
 next, the offi cer asked to search a backpack the 
motorcyclist was carrying, where coleman allegedly 
found 0.3 grams of cocaine rocks in a prescription 
vial. also in the bag, the offi cer found 77 Lorazapam 
pills prescribed to Harpe, a prescription fi lled the same 
day with 13 fewer pills in the vial, the police report 
stated.
 coleman then attempted to handcuff Harpe who, 
according to the report, resisted by folding his arms 
against his chest. the officer placed Harpe on the 
ground and took him into custody.
 after Harpe was read his miranda rights, the report 
states he told the offi cer he bought the cocaine from a 
friend in Bradenton.

 Harpe was transported to the manatee county jail, 
where he posted a $2,000 bond and was released.
 His arraignment is set for 9 a.m. friday, april 6, 
at the manatee county Judicial center, 1051 manatee 
Ave. W., Bradenton.

vehicle to the motorist in march 2017.
 Anna Maria is policed by MCSO.
Bradenton Beach
 march 16, 100 block of ninth Street north, domes-
tic battery. Reports of a man beating up his girlfriend 
were answered by Bradenton Beach police, who 
arrested a 34-year-old man after the couple argued 
about the girlfriend’s co-worker. the woman alleg-
edly tried to leave, but she said the man wouldn’t let 
her. He allegedly grabbed her phone and smashed it on 
the fl oor. She ran to the bathroom and attempted to bar-
ricade the door, which the man broke down, allegedly 
causing minor injuries. the man told police the woman 
had been drinking and she’d previously reported him 

for the same type of situation. police took the man into 
custody and transported him to manatee county jail.

Bradenton Beach is policed by BBPD.
Cortez
 march 10, 4400 block of 124th Street West, suspi-
cious incident. A woman reported a vehicle window 
broken by an unknown source. She estimated $200 in 
damage.

Cortez is policed by MCSO.
Holmes Beach
 march 15, Skinny’s place, 3901 gulf drive, dine-
and-dash. Holmes Beach police were dispatched to a 
call about four juveniles who ordered and ate food, 
after which three of the four people failed to pay and 
ran. as an offi cer searched the area, dispatch led him 
to 77th Street on the beach, where juveniles were 
reported drinking. after backup arrived, the suspects 
were identifi ed. Skinny’s manager accepted $40 from 
one of the suspects and declined to prosecute.
 march 16, freckled fin irish pub, 5337 gulf drive, 
noise. a police offi cer responded to a complaint about 
loud music at 11:01 p.m. He spoke to the manager 
after measuring 63.3-65.3 decibels coming from the 
restaurant/bar while its doors were closed. the case 
was referred to code enforcement for follow up.
 march 17, doctor’s offi ce, 5312 Holmes Blvd., 
fi re pit. on patrol, a police offi cer observed a fi re in a 
fi re pit and didn’t see anyone tending the fi re. due to 
a similar report in January, pictures were taken and the 
matter was forwarded to code enforcement.
 march 18, freckled fin irish pub, 5337 gulf 
drive, noise. a neighbor awakened by loud music led 
police to the bar/restaurant at 11:17 p.m., where an 
offi cer measured 57 decibels of noise and advised the 
owner of the violation. the case was referred to code 
enforcement.
 march 18, 3600 block of gulf drive, cannabis. 
at 2:45 a.m., an offi cer stopped a red Volvo for no tag 
lights. upon approaching, he noticed an odor of burnt 
cannabis. the offi cer noted heavy smoke coming from 
the vehicle when the windows were rolled down. the 
occupants were issued ordinance violations for pos-
sessing marijuana. the driver was cited for no tag light, 
a window-tint violation and driving after curfew.
 march 19, 5900 block of flotilla drive, overdose. 
a Holmes Beach police offi cer arrived at a residence 



THE ISLANDER n MARCH 28, 2018 n 23

STREETliFE continued from page 22

Island watch
 in the event of an emergency, call 911.
 to report information on island crime, call 
the mcSo anna maria substation, 941-708-8899; 
Bradenton Beach police, 941-778-6311; or Holmes 
Beach police, 941-708-5804.

as emS was treating a 29-year-old woman for a drug 
overdose. the woman told police she used heroin every 
day. the officer advised help was available at treatment 
centers. She responded she was aware of the option. the 
woman was transported to Blake medical center.
 march 21, Walgreens parking lot, 3200 e. Bay 
Drive, suspicious person. A motorist reported an 
unknown intoxicated male pulling on her vehicle’s 
door handle, trying to get into the vehicle. While she 
drove away, she heard the man mutter something about 
people sitting at the trolley stop. Holmes Beach police 
officers canvassed the area and checked with Braden-
ton Beach Police Department and the trolley drivers 
on duty, trying to locate the suspect, to no avail.
 Holmes Beach is policed by HBPD.
 Streetlife is based on incident reports and narra-
tives from the BBpd, HBpd and mcSo.

Island cops agree, 1 mayor differs on auto tag readers
By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 is it too much like Big Brother?
 or is it overdue?
 there’s a buzz about license plate recognition 
cameras on anna maria island — and not everyone 
agrees on their use.
 to deter criminals and solve crimes, Holmes Beach 
police chief Bill tokajer says he’s taken the first step 
— an inquiry at Vigilant Solutions — to bring cameras 
to anna maria island.
 Longboat Key is upgrading its cameras to a state-
of-the-art Vigilant system, police chief pete cumming 
said march 23, and manatee county already uses a 
Vigilant system.
 “i’ve talked about it for the past five years,” toka-
jer said, but just recently received “a buy-in” for his 
plan from Holmes Beach commissioners.
 asked march 23 if he is in favor of the cameras, 
mayor Bob Johnson said, “actually i am.”
 the mayor pointed to the track record of it helping 

law enforcement and the island’s need 
“given the nature of the beast on the 
island.”
 purchasing the cameras, Johnson 
said, will be part of budget discussions 
in the coming year.
 tokajer is promoting an island-
wide plan to employ the system to 
read tags of vehicles using the cortez 
road and manatee avenue bridges 
and track their direction on gulf 
drive — and looking at county sur-
plus beach funds to make it happen.
  “We already work as a team 
and, with this, our policing efforts will 

be even better,” tokajer said.
 the cameras are designed to capture the tags and 
connect with databases to provide law enforcement 
with information — suspended and expired driver’s 
licenses, warrants and alerts about sex offenders.
 Bradenton Beach police chief Sam Speciale and 
mayor John chappie, also are all in.
 Speciale favors the move “to keep up with technol-
ogy” and solve more crimes, adding police shouldn’t 
have to depend on citizens to collect evidence.
 “I plan on bringing it up at the next city commis-
sion because i think it’s an excellent idea,” chappie 
said march 22.
 But anna maria mayor dan murphy opposes the 
idea.
 murphy recalled a conversation about the system 
two years ago at a coalition of Barrier island elected 

officials meeting.
 “no, i wouldn’t support it,” murphy said march 
22.
 He  views the cameras as unnecessary in small 
tourist towns with low crime rates, adding money 
would be better spent hiring officers for “more boots 
on the ground.”
 Longboat Key deployed the surveillance system 
at the north and south ends of the island in August 
2013.
 LBKpd chief pete cumming called it “the best 
thing” for law enforcement “as far as technology,” 
and he’s credits it for leads and many arrests, includ-
ing the city’s august 2017 double homicide at the 
Zota resort.
 the new system will connect Longboat Key to 
a national database, an improvement over its current 
camera system, relaying nationwide criminal and 
vehicle records to his officers’ squad computers.
 “it’s amazing,” cumming said.
 the onetime cost of the cameras and their instal-
lation is $160,000-175,000, according to tokajer, who 
is eying money in the manatee county budget from 
the beach concessions to help finance the project.
 Jan Brewer, manatee county director of finan-
cial management, said the fund held $1,144,307 as of 
Sept. 30, 2017, and she expects a $1,190,131 balance 
by September 2018. the money is the result of lease 
payments, including a percentage of profits, by the 
concessionaire at the manatee and coquina beaches 
that exceed the budgeted income.
 to acquire funding, however, there’s a clincher.
 the mayors must execute a joint statement of sup-
port for the intergovernmental project. the commis-
sions must make the final decision for their cities.
 and there’s one mayor who doesn’t agree.
 “i’ve heard stories from other jurisdictions,” 
murphy said. 
 “there’s always the chance of abuse when too 
much information is in the hands of an individual.”

Tokajer

Murphy
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Anna Maria Oyster Bar

You'll feel like family!

Visit us online for menu,
specials, locations, & more 

at OysterBar.net

VOTED BEST GERMAN RESTAURANT 
HOURS Monday–Saturday 11 am–8:30 pm
4625 Cortez Road W. [next to Publix]
www.lucky-frog.com • 941.795.2132

GERMAN & MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE
BEER & WINE | BEER GARDEN

Happy Hour
Tue. & Thu. 4–7

The Lucky Frog is open on Easter Sunday 4/1 from 11am–3pm
Make your reservation soon!

The Lucky Frog is open on Easter Sunday 4/1 from 11am–3pm

HAPPY  EASTER

Eagle-eyes, camera lens focus on Holmes Beach eagle
By chrisann Silver esformes

Islander Reporter
 A pair of bald eagles nesting atop the Holmes 
Beach cell tower captured the attention of some people 
on the island.
 Bruce mcfadden, a snowbird from monroe, con-
necticut, a retired professional photographer and a sea-
sonal resident for seven years, has been observing a 
bald eagle in Holmes Beach since late february.
 mcfadden said the eagle is a frequent visitor to 
an australian pine tree in Holmes Beach, overlooking 
anna maria Sound.
 “the bird will spend hours in the pine tree look-
ing out over the bay for prey,” mcfadden said march 
21.
 cindy ellis, a volunteer with audubon eagle-
Watch, Wildlife education and rehabilitation center 
inc. and manatee county parks and natural resources 
at Robinson Preserve, said she has been observing 
eagles nesting in the area for about eight years.
 According to Ellis, the eagle photographed by 
mcfadden is one of a pair that has nested atop the 
cell tower in Holmes Beach since 2014, their fi rst year 
of maturity.
 “this is their fi rst and only nest as mature eagles,” 

ellis said march 21.
 following enactment of the u.S. endangered Spe-
cies act of 1973, the species was listed in 1978 as 
endangered throughout the lower 48 states, except in 
michigan, minnesota, oregon, Washington and Wis-
consin, where it was designated threatened.
 the bald eagle population has responded well to 
conservation efforts, growing from 487 nesting pairs 
in the lower 48 states in 1963 to about 9,789 in 2018, 
according to the u.S. fish and Wildlife Service.
 Loss of habitat, hunting and poisoning by the 
pesticide ddt contributed to the eagles’ endangered 
status.
 ddt was banned in 1972, and bald eagles were 
moved from endangered status to threatened in 1995. 
the species was removed from both federal lists in 
2007. 
 environmental threats, including habitat destruc-
tion, remain a challenge for the species, which nests 
in tall trees.
 “We know that their habitats are disappearing as 
a result of construction and development,” Ellis said. 
“However, the fact that they have been building nests 
in tall towers shows just how adaptable they are as a 
species.”

A bald eagle perches in late February atop an Aus-
tralian pine tree in Holmes Beach. Islander Photos: 
Courtesy Bruce McFadden

Bruce McFadden of Monroe, Connecticut, photographed a bald eagle in early 
March as it fl ew carrying a recent kill. 

AME calendar

 • through friday, march 30, spring break. 
 • tuesday and Wednesday, april 10-11, third-grade florida State assess-
ment for ELA Reading.
 • Wednesday and thursday, april 11-12, fourth-grade florida Student 
Assessment for ELA Reading.
 • friday, april 13, 12:30 p.m., early release.
 • Wednesday and thursday, april 18-19, fourth-grade florida Student 
Assessment for ELA math.
 anna maria elementary is at 4700 gulf drive, Holmes Beach. 
 for more information, call the school at 941-708-5525.

By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org
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Anna Maria Oyster Bar 

Pieron
the

Waterfront Dining at

Open Daily • 8am-9pm 
Breakfast 8am-11am • Weekend Brunch 11am-2pm  

200 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach, FL • OysterBar.net

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Call (941) 778-AMOB (2662) for Beach-to-Pier Shuttle!

941.778.1320
http://schnitzel.house
3246 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

Special: Cream of Mushroom Soup. 
Bacon-wrapped Filet of Pork stuffed with 
German sauerkraut spätzle and side salad.

HAXEN FRI-SAT NIGHTS (reserve ahead) 

Dinner Monday-Saturday 5-9

Traditional French dining experience … featuring entrees 
of mussels, shrimp, grouper, duck, pasta carbonara, 
chicken, beef and a slow-cooked duck casserole.  
103 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 941.779.1930

The soul of France in the 
heart of Bradenton Beach

Traditional French dining experience … featuring entrees 

The soul of France in the 
heart of Bradenton Beach

French 
Table

BAGELS & CATERING New
at Paradise Bagels

DAILY

Warning signs
 Seeing signs for manatees make me smile.
 So i grinned on a recent morning when, walking 
along East Bay Drive in Holmes Beach, I glanced at 
a plaque depicting a manatee. the plaque is blue and 
white. It reads “Dump No Waste, Protect Your Water” 

and it is fi xed to the entry to a storm-
water drain. 
 then, two steps beyond, my smile 
turned upside down.
 Planted in the grass within 2 feet 
of the hole was another caution sign, 
“pesticide application: Keep off.” 
the sign depicted cartoon fi gures — 

a big person, small person and, i think, a wiener dog.
 two more steps and i saw a gopher tortoise crawl-
ing on the ground, lumbering on its stubby legs toward 
a tangle of mangroves on the west side of East Bay 
Drive.
 I stood at the location long enough to watch a 
snowy egret come on the scene, settling on the pes-
ticide-treated grass to prey upon an anole as it leapt 
from blade to blade.
 Questions came to mind: 
 • Why would anyone apply pesticide alongside a 
well traveled road in a commercial district?
 • Why would anyone apply pesticide near a storm-
water drain?
 • What kind of pesticide would the next rain be 
washing into the bay?
 i reached out to someone who specializes in han-
dling pesticides and he told me there is nothing to fear 
from a pesticide application by a stormwater drain, that 
the warning signs are posted because they are required, 
not because a real threat exists.
 tell it to the bees, i said.

Neff

By Lisa Neff

 tell it to the monarch butterfl ies. 
 Am I to believe these cautions exist because people 
are sign-happy rather than concerned for health, safety 
and the environment? 
 one of the fi rst news stories i wrote about man-
atees for the islander included this plea from the 
florida fish and Wildlife conservation commission: 
Avoid contributing to the problem of changing water 
chemistry through run-off and be careful when apply-
ing fertilizers and pesticides. rain can wash excess 
chemicals into rivers or other water bodies, which 
drain into the sea.”
 About gopher tortoises, an environmental group, 
Defenders of Wildlife, says the primary threat is loss 
of habitat, but another signifi cant menace is “poor 
land management practices, like fi re suppression or 
pesticide use.” the nonprofi t gopher tortoise coun-
cil in Safety Harbor also cites the use of pesticides as 
a danger to the species.
 as for snowy egrets, the fWc says, “Similar to 

other wading birds that depend on fragile estuaries 
and wetlands for foraging and breeding, snowy egrets 
are at risk of exposure to persistent contaminants, 
such as heavy metals (mercury, for example) and pes-
ticides.”
 i’m aware pesticides are used to deal with insects 
and to control invasive species, but what invasives 
and insects exist alongside East Bay Drive that could 
be of harm? 
 And surely on an island there are better ways to 
deal with pests than by applying poison in swales 
and stormwater ditches that lead directly into the bay 
waters and the gulf of mexico.
 as a farmer’s granddaughter, i’m also aware of 
the uses of pesticides for improving crop yields, but I 
don’t see anyone making a livelihood by growing corn 
or soybeans, strawberries or tomatoes in any swales in 
Holmes Beach.
 Wake up, florida!

❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)

❊ Voted Best Ice Cream
❊ Open 7 Days a Week
www.tylersicecream.com

SERVING GOURMET ICE CREAM SINCE 1984

Manatee Ave & 59th
941-243-3841

Cortez & 119th
941-794-5333

Longboat Center Shops
941-383-6935

❊

SERVING GOURMET ICE CREAM SINCE 1984

Save the date: April 10 is Gopher Tortoise Day in 
Florida. The gopher tortoise, found in parts of all 67 
counties, is considered a keystone species because 
its burrows can provide shelter for 360 other species 
of wildlife. Islander Courtesy Photo

A map shows the status in the southeast for the 
gopher tortoise, which gets its own holiday April 10. 
Islander Courtesy Image
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Fishing Charters

Wet Slips

Fuel Dock
Full Service Marine Mechanic
Tackle Shop and Water Sports

AM City Pier tides; Cortez high tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW Moon

March 28 11:56a 1.5 10:48p 2.1 4:54a -0.3 4:37p 0.8
March 29 12:13p 1.6 11:44p 2.0 5:33a -0.2 5:28p 0.6
March 30 12:30p 1.7 — — 6:06a 0.0 6:13p 0.3
March 31 12:34a 1.9 12:47p 1.9 6:35a 0.2 6:55p 0.1 Full
April 1 1:20a 1.8 1:06p 2.0 6:59a 0.4 7:36p 0.0
April 2 2:05a 1.7 1:27p 2.1 7:21a 0.6 8:18p -0.1
April 3 2:50a 1.5 1:52p 2.2 7:42a 0.7 9:02p -0.1
April 4 3:41a 1.4 2:20p 2.2 8:03a 0.9 9:51p -0.1

By Kevin p. cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Youth basketball completed its second week of 
action with two games played march 21. So far, Beach 
Bums tops the division with a 2-0 record, followed 
closely by Slim’s place and Bins Be clean, both r 
1-1 records, while Blue Lagoon is in search of its first 

victory.
  Beach Bums outscored Slim’s 

place 41-36 to open the action march 
21 behind 22 points from Brock 
Soletti and 12 points from connor 
Ludwig. Jeremiah Sculco added 5 
points, while matthew Speidel com-
pleted the scoring with 2 points.

 david daigle’s 16 points and 13 points from 
tyler Brewer paced Slim’s place, which also received 
5 points from travis Bates and 2 points from tuna 
mccracken in the loss.
 the second game of the evening saw Bins Be 
clean roll to a 28-17 victory over Blue Lagoon behind 
a balanced scoring attack that saw five players — led 
by cole carter with 10 points — score multiple bas-
kets. anthony nguyen and nicholas Yatros scored 5 
points each, while Sean Kelly and cash carter finished 
with 4 points each in the victory.
 Jackson Hayes scored 11 points to lead Blue 
Lagoon, which also received 3 points from Ken Nier-
ing and 2 points from max Higgins in the loss.

Cassidy

Basketball action heats up in center gym, soccer kicks off
Key Royale golf news
 Beautiful weather continued in the area resulting 
in a full week of golf action at the Key royale club in 
Holmes Beach, starting with the men playing a nine-
hole modified-Stableford system match march 19.
 Lou pogano and gary Silke shared individual 
honors after they carded plus-6s, while Steve pfeil and 
earl ritchie finished in a tie for second place with 
matching plus-5s.
 chuck patrick, tom nelson, tom perkins and 
Larry Pippel won the team competition with a com-
bined score of plus-5.
 the women took the course march 20 for a nine-
hole individual-low-net match in four flights.
 Joy Kaiser’s 1-under-par 31 gave her first place in 
flight a by one stroke over second-place finisher Judy 
christensen.
 penny Williams carded a 1-under-par 31 to edge 
Sue christenson for first place in flight B by a single 
stroke.
 Jana Samuels fired a 3-under-par 29 to grab first 
place in flight c by a stroke over marcia o’Brien, who 
finished with a 2-under-par 30.
 Susan Van orsdel’s 3-under-par 29 gave her a 
five-shot victory in flight d over second-place finisher 
Laney Davis.
 Beth Lindeman won the chipin on number 3.
 the men were back on the course march 22 for a 
nine-hole shamble. al carr, Brian commer, Jon Hol-

comb and Lou pagano teamed up to match the 3-under-
par 29 carded by Bob o’Brien, John estok and peter 
Lund for a tie for first place — and there was no word 
on who paid in the clubhouse after the match.

Horseshoe news
 fifteen horseshoers made their way to the anna 
maria city hall horseshoe pits march 21 to battle 
for the day’s supremacy. the team of Sam Samuels 
and Jim Waller emerged from the crowd to post the 
only 3-0 pool play record and were the day’s outright 
champs.
 the march 24 games saw three teams emerge from 
pool play. the team of tom farrington and Waller drew 
the bye into the finals and watched as Jerry disbrow 
and John crawford eliminated Bob rowley and tim 
Sofran by a 21-13 score. farrington and Waller held 
on for a 21-20 victory over disbrow and crawford to 
earn bragging rights for the day.
 play gets underway at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the anna maria city Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m., followed by random team selec-
tion. 
 there is no charge to play and everyone is wel-
come.

Youth soccer signup ongoing
 the center of anna maria island is accepting 
registrations for a spring soccer season, with games 
starting Saturday, April 14. 
 the last day to register is march 29. cost is $10 
for members and $126 for nonmembers.
 mandatory player evaluations will be april 4 at 
6:15 p.m. for the 8-10 division, while 11-13 and 14-17 
divisions are scheduled on the field at 7:30 p.m. there 
are no player evaluations for the 3-5 or 6-7 divisions.
 Players can register online at www.centerami.org 
or at the center, 407 magnolia ave., anna maria. 

941-323-7892

THE ORIGINAL 
BAIT BOAT IS BACK!

LIVE Whitebait & Crabs
On the water at the Kingfish Boat Ramp

 Dave Talaba, left 
and Doug Burton, 
both of New York, 

Russ Rogers of 
Perico Island and 

Bob Megheen of 
Michigan show off 

their score March 23 
from a day fishing in 

Sarasota Bay with 
Capt. Warren Girle. 

The group baited 
shiners and shrimp 

for their catch of 
trout and redfish.  

Despite cold weather March 23, 
Nathan, Abbey and Emily Vogelpohl 

of Cincinnati show off their cold-
water catch of sheepshead back at the 

59th Street boat ramp in Bradenton. 
The family fished with Capt. Trek 

Hackney.

Roger Danziger holds a 35-pound amberjack caught 
40 miles offshore of Holmes Beach March 17 in 135 
feet of water using a homemade speed jig.
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By capt. danny Stasny
Islander Reporter

 With yet another blast of cold air upon them, Anna 
maria fi shers braced themselves for more wind and 
falling water temperatures. 
 But, don’t be discouraged, there is still plenty of 
fi shing action as long as you target the right species.

 You may have to give the snook 
fi shing a break for a few days until 
water temperatures return to normal. 
But sheepshead, black drum and red-
fish offer great alternatives. using 
live shrimp or crabs for any of these 
species is a great way to get started.
next, you’ll have to fi nd the bite. for 

the sheepies, any dock, pier or bridge piling will suf-
fi ce. if you’re in the boat, fi shing wrecks and artifi cial 
reefs are options. for the redfi sh and black drum, try 
fi shing docks around the passes or residential docks in 
canals, as well the Intracoastal Waterway.
 On calmer, less windy days, venturing into the 
gulf of mexico is worthwhile. fishing ledges is yield-
ing a variety of species — mangrove snapper, porgies, 
Key West grunts and hogfi sh. You may also encounter 
kingfi sh and Spanish mackerel if you cast out shiners 
as bait.
 On my excursions with Southernaire, I am still 
cashing in on the sheepshead bite. Not only do these 
fi sh put up a fi ght to the end, they make great table fare, 
too. most of the sheepies i’m catching are over wrecks, 
reefs and rock piles, although docks are producing, 
too. While targeting sheepies, i’m also seeing redfi sh, 
black drum and fl ounder on the hook.
 Jim malfese at the rod & reel pier is being sur-
rounded by sheepshead and, of course, it’s the primary 
target for those fi shing from the pier. dropping live 
shrimp around the pilings is working well as bait, as 
are live fi ddler crabs and sand fl eas. most catches are 
1-2 pounds, although fi sh up to 4 pounds are common. 
another welcome species to the pier is Spanish mack-
erel. casting small white jigs or silver spoons is trig-
gering a strike from these high-speed, toothy fi sh.
 capt. aaron Lowman is fi shing tampa Bay for a 
variety of species. Sheepshead are the most predomi-
nant, especially with the arrival of recent cold fronts 
and the accompanying drops in water temperature. 
Black drum and redfi sh are being caught during the 
cooler days of march. Venturing offshore on calm days 
is yielding a good bite, especially for mangrove snap-
per. mixed in with the snapper are porgies, grunts and 
a few hogfi sh.
 capt. rick gross of fishy Business charters was 
targeting sheepshead at the end of the week as another 
cold front settled into our region. on windy morn-
ings, Gross is staying within the sheltered waters of the 
intracoastal Waterway. fishing around docks with live 

Southernaire Fishing Charters

LIGHT TACKLE • FLY
Over 30 years experience in local waters • USCG Licensed
Full / Half Day Trips • 941.387.8383 (H) • 941.232.8636 (C)

www.captainwarren.com  Facebook: Captain Warren

Fishing Charters
Capt. Warren Girle

INSHORE
Redfi sh 
Snook

OFFSHORE
Snapper
Grouper

G C

Capt. Warren Girle
RE O

S
G

941.465.8932
AnnaMariaFishing

Guide.com

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

Plenty of success fishing despite quick temperature drop

Stasny

shrimp is working well on the convict fi sh roundup.
 When winds are lighter, venturing into tampa Bay 
to fi sh reefs and wrecks is producing a bite. gross says 
these sheepies are averaging 2-3 pounds with some 
coming in at 5 pounds. 
 after his clients get their work out on sheepshead, 
gross is targeting trout on fl ats where the water depth 
is 5-6 feet. casting doa shrimp combined with a 
cajun thunder cork is attracting trout in the slot range 
of 15-20 inches. 
 Lastly, during afternoon tides when the water is 
slightly warmer, Gross is putting clients on a handful 
of snook.
 capt. Warren girle is working the fl ats of Sara-
sota Bay for spotted seatrout. fishing deeper grass fl ats 
with soft plastics or shiners is producing trout in the 
slot range of 15-20 inches. fishing shallower grass 
fl ats where mangroves and oyster bars are present is 
resulting in numerous redfi sh for girle’s clients. 
 moving offshore, girle is experiencing frenzies 
of kingfi sh. free-lining live shiners or a wire rig is 
attracting kings in the 15- to 20-pound range. other 
offshore catches include mangrove snapper, triggerfi sh 
and a plethora of juvenile gag and red grouper.
 capt. Jason Stock is finding excellent fishing 
action offshore when the seas are calm. While patrol-
ling wrecks and reefs, Stock is hooking into big permit, 
as well as king mackerel. Bottom fi shing in these areas 
is resulting in action from fl ounder, sheepshead and 
gag grouper. moving inshore, Stock is hunting big 
snook, redfi sh and spotted seatrout. the higher tides 
are yielding the best bite on the fl ats, according to 
Stock, especially for large gator trout.
 capt. david White of anna maria charters is tar-
geting redfi sh along mangrove shorelines during the 

higher stages of the tide. to put clients on these fi sh, 
White is employing a variety of baits, including live 
shiners, shrimp and artifi cials. Snook are present in 
these same areas and are taking baits on warmer days. 
During the cold fronts, White is targeting sheepshead 
and black drum around rocks and docks.
 Send high-resolution photos and fi shing reports to 
fi sh@islander.org.

Capt. Jason Stock 
took a busman’s 
holiday — fi shing 
offshore — with 
wife Heather and 
baby Finley on St. 
Patrick’s Day, when 
momma got a big 
permit. Stock said 
they took photos, 
tagged and released 
fi sh.

Nathan Beveridge, visiting Anna Maria on a March 
break from school in Ontario, Canada, shows off 
his grouper catch, landed on fi shing trip with Capt. 
Mike Greig. The fi sh was released but it was a thrill, 
according to grandmother Gail Beveridge of West-
bay Cove in Holmes Beach. 
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ANNA MARIA ISLAND
2500 Gulf Drive N
Laurie M Mock
941-232-3665 A4201859  $3,195,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
3708 Gulf Drive 1 
Hannah Hillyard
941-744-7358 A4209523  $1,250,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
871 N Shore Drive
Kathy Marshall
941-900-9777 A4204189  $1,699,000

LOCALLY KNOWN. GLOBALLY CONNECTED. 

BR ADENTON
7411 20th Avenue NW
Debbie Vogler
941-705-3328 A4212644  $600,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
2509 Avenue C B 
Laurie M Mock
941-232-3665 A4208192  $585,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
600 Manatee Avenue 224 
Susan Nemitz
941-237-0045 A4204610  $349,000

BR ADENTON
5724 8th Avenue Drive W
Debbie Capobianco & Kristi Berger
941-704-2394 A4203129  $280,000

BR ADENTON
7840 34th Avenue W 302 
Barb Eberhart
941-761-7349 A4191449  $548,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
222 84th Street
3 Bed 3 Bath
$8,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
110 7th Street S
Judy LaValliere
941-504-3792 A4210751  $1,800,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
2307 Avenue C
Laurie M Mock
941-232-3665 A4205599  $969,000

BR ADENTON
330 Compass Point Drive 202 
Susan Nemitz & Betsy Hagen
941-237-0045 A4200223  $750,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
511 70th Street
Kathy Marshall
941-900-9777 A4208261  $699,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
216 83rd Street
Laurie M Mock
941-232-3665 A4203519  $689,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
234 Gladiolus Street
Deborah Capobianco & Kristi Berger
941-704-2394 A4199942  $675,000

RENTALNEW CONSTRUCTION

MSC MORTGAGE  |  MSC TITLE  |  MS&C COMMERCIAL 

NEW HOMES & CONDOMINIUMS  |  RENTAL
888 . 552 . 5228  michaelsaunders.com

L ICEN S ED RE AL ESTATE B ROKER

OPEN HOUSES
SUNDAYS 1–4 PM
michaelsaunders.com

HBPD: Keeping paradise free from criminals
By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 “We want to make Holmes Beach the least attrac-
tive place to commit a crime.”
 offi cer Josh fleischer summed up his department’s 
goal at a march 22 Holmes Beach community policing 
forum.
 HBpd chief Bill tokajer hosted the forum, which 
involved fleischer, Sgt. Vern mcgowin and detec-
tive Sgt. Brian Hall, who touched on the department’s 
community focus — including active shooter train-
ing, project raSceL, “rad Kids,” golf carts, low-
speed vehicles, pedestrian and bicycle safety.
 turnout was sparse at the 10 a.m. forum — mostly 
attended by city employees.
 first on the agenda was a discussion about bully-
ing and active shooters following video screenings.
 When faced with an active shooter, law enforce-

ment recommends people run to the nearest exit. If 
they cannot, people should hide and block entrances to 
hiding places. As a last resort, if in immediate danger, 
they should fi ght.
 “it’s a shame we have to go through this,” tokajer 
said, but added the department is prepared at Anna 
maria elementary school.
 “Like a lot of police chiefs in the area,” the chief 
said, he’s “against arming teachers.”
 in an active-shooter situation, offi cers may not be 
able to discern a “bad guy” from an armed teacher, 
unless the weapon is immediately dropped on the 
ground.
 Holmes Beach offi cers have the equipment and are 
ready to respond, tokajer said, and they are working 
with ame.
 referring to the feb. 14 shooting at marjory Stone-
man douglas High School in parkland, the chief said, 
“He pulled the fi re alarm and he created victims for 
himself.”
 to city human resources specialist mary Buo-
nagura, who asked what tool could break high-impact 
windows if there is a need to escape, tokajer said there 
probably isn’t one.

Police, neighbors watch
 Video surveillance often helps to solve crimes.
 Hall spoke on the different police reports and 
investigations in which license plate recognition sys-
tems led to arrests, and tokajer agreed they could deter 
criminals from some “soft targets,” like the beach or 
school.
 tokajer also promoted raSceL, which stands 
for “register all security camera equipment locations.” 
HBpd asks people with surveillance cameras to regis-
ter so offi cers know where they can request video for 
investigations.
 neighborhood watch and house checks were part 
of mcgowin’s report.
 there are two groups of residents, for neighbor-

hoods north and south of the marina drive traffi c light 
at Gulf Drive, who report suspicious activity.
 also, HBpd offers a service for $15 in which offi -
cers check on properties for people who register. “it’s 
a heck of a deal,” which prevents crime as well as 
property damage from water breaks, he said.
 mcgowin also raved about national night out 
at the city fi eld, which, in 2017, resulted in 74 bikes 
donated by residents and businesses being awarded to 
children. “We’ll be doing it again” oct. 2, he said.
 fleischer spoke on a child empowerment safety 
program, “rad Kids,” which involves bully prevention 
taught through a child’s eyes, safe internet practices 
and strategies to prevent abduction and predators.
 “We are in a different world and we have to adapt 
to that world,” mcgowin said.
 commission chair Judy titsworth asked whether 
the program is in the schools. the offi cers said not 
yet, and she suggested contacting the school board.
 fleischer and mcgowin will head up rad Kids, 
a fi ve-week course beginning Saturday, march 31, 
at the center of anna maria island, 407 magnolia 

Dennis Groh watches as Holmes Beach Police Chief 
Bill Tokajer demos a vest designed to protect against 
semi-automatic gunfi re.

HBPD Sgt. Vern McGowin and Chief Bill Tokajer 
talk about outreach programs during the March 22 
community policing forum at Holmes Beach City 
Hall, 540. Islander Photos: Kathy Prucnell
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2017 NAHB 55+ AWARDS  WINNER    2016 AURORA AWARDS WINNER

941.254.3330
sales@mirabellaflorida.com

SCORE THE LOWEST HOMESITE PREMIUM 
ON SELECT HOMESITES, THIS MARCH ONLY.

COME IN NOW TO BUY ONE OF OUR LAST 25 HOMES24

MARCH MADNESS 
8

SALES EVENT

HOMESITE PREMIUM

*

349,550
319,550

#151

* Restrictions apply. See sales associate for details. ©2018 Mirabella, Koral & Gobuty Developments, LLC. All rights reserved. 

10K
 ON SELECT
HOMESITES

ave., anna maria. for more information, the offi cers 
recommend contacting them at watch@holmesbeach.
org or 941-708-5800, ext. 286.
 Also, HBPD is planning ice cream socials and 
lunches with cops, linking with the ame and the 
center.

Traffi c issues
 Low-speed vehicles versus golf carts.
 currently registered and licensed low-speed vehi-
cles are permitted on all city streets and unlicensed golf 
carts are allowed only on streets with speed limits of 
25 mph or lower.
 tokajer said an ordinance outlawing golf carts on 
streets citywide — with one exception, the Key Royale 
neighborhood — is on its way to commissioners.
 “it’s coming. it’s coming,” he said.
 Bicycle and pedestrian traffi c concerns drew ques-
tions about problems for motorists when joggers fail 
to yield and traveling adjacent to bikes in the bicycle 
lane and bicyclists failing to use refl ective gear.
 tokajer said an expanded bike trail will remedy 

some problems and he recommended bicyclists wear 
no more than one ear bud, no dark clothing at night 
and use appropriate lights.
 He also said new crosswalks are coming.
 the chief then led a tour of the police depart-

ment.
 tokajer announced another community forum, on 
the same talking points, 6 p.m. friday, april 13, at city 
hall, 5801 marina drive, because the topics are “so 
important.”

Holmes Beach Police 
Chief Bill Tokajer shows 
an AR-15 rifl e March 
22 to Dennis Groh, as 
well as commissioners 
and other residents on 
a tour of the depart-
ment’s facilities. Islander 
Photos: Kathy Prucnell

With Holmes Beach 
police dispatcher Robin 
Evangelisto, Chief Bill 
Tokajer shows the 24/7 
emergency service in 
the city dispatch center 
as Commissioner Carol 
Soustek looks on.

Attendees at the Holmes Beach community policing 
forum March 22 include HBPD records clerk Chris 
Putman and code enforcement offi cer Nate Brown, 
front row, building offi cial Jim McGuinness, stand-
ing, human resources specialist Mary Buonagura 
and code enforcement offi cer JT Thomas.
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BY SANDY AMBROGI

WE 
TWEET 

TO0

@ami_islander

More than 200 beautiful 
hand-selected properties 
to choose from.

Stop by our offi ces or visit 
our web-site to book your 
next vacation in paradise!

941-779-0733
www.annamariaparadise.com

941-778-0807 
tdolly1@yahoo.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

43 Years of Professional Service to Anna Maria Island

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS
SALES/RENTALS

HERON’S WATCH 10 minutes to beaches. 4 BR + Den. Excellently maintained, 
tastefully decorated.  No rental limitations. MLS A4142821. $359,000.

 BAY PALMS 3BR/2BA well-maintained, recent roof and other improvements, 
garage, pool, spa, private rear yard.  $583,500.

VACATION/SEASONAL RENTALS GULFFRONT PROPERTIES BOOKING NOW

Brock Real Estate Inc.

Greg Brock
REAL ESTATE BROKER

941-896-8822 
greg@brockrealestateinc.com

OVER 20 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

SALES & RENTALS 
Mel & Barb Neely, Realtors
cellwithmel@gmail.com 941-809-5565
buywithbarbara@aol.com 941-807-6220
cellwithmelandbarb.com 3001 Gulf Drive,Holmes Beach 

941.778.6849, toll free 800.778.9599

2 BR/2BA CONDO
W. OF GULF DR  $385,000    

1BR/1BA CONDO
GULF VIEW   $405,000                              

1BR/1BA CONDO
GULF FRONT $435,000

2BR/2BA CONDO
GULF FRONT  $649,000

1BR/1B DUPLEX
GULF/BAY VIEW $598,000

2BR/2BA CONDO
BAY VIEW  $650,000

3BR/3.5 BA CONDO
GULF FRONT$1,775,000

3BR/3.5 BATH HOMEG-
ULF FRONT $3,200,000  

941-809-3714
Michelle@MichelleMusto.com  www.MichelleMusto.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate
201 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Suite 1, Longboat Key

Beachfront Community:
Seaplace on Longboat Key. 
2br/2ba, Gulf views, 
new A/C, gated, fi tness, 
tennis, pool and spa.
Offered at $435,000

9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com 

New Location
Same Great Service

Full Service Property 
Management & Sales
Dina Franklin (owner)

Licensed Sales Associate  
& Property Manager

SINCE 1957

‘We are THE island.’

Lucky days, cool nights 
Go buy a lottery ticket, now!
 K. c. Saturley was working her way through the 
breakfast shift, taking orders, cooking and serving 
meals at paradise Bagels cafe and catering in Holmes 
Beach march 8 when she cracked another egg.
 much to her surprise, not one but three yolks rolled 
out of the shell and into the skillet.
 a triple-yolk egg. What are the odds?
 the staff immediately began googling after a 
quick cellphone pic and discovered the odds of a three-
yolk egg ending up in a paradise Bagels saute pan were 
one in 25 million.
 according to the Webster encyclopedia of Super-
stitions, double-yolk eggs are a sign of good luck.
 So, a three-yolker must be really good luck!
 With 1-25 million odds, maybe a florida lottery 
ticket for the bagel crew would be lucky, too.
Downed tree from St. Pete, centerplace for fi re pit
 the Waterline resort, marina and Beach club, 
5325 marina drive, Holmes Beach, took delivery 
march 22 of a massive slice of wood from a tree trunk 
that will form the surround for a fi re pit.
 the 1,500-pound cross section of a monkeypod 
tree came from northeast St. petersburg. the tree was 
struck by lightning in September 2017, dropping a 
branch and narrowly missing a car.
 After Hurricane Irma, the damaged tree was cut 
and removed.
 the crown piece is at Waterline, waiting to be hol-
lowed for the pit.
 peter richardson with Viable Lumber said the fi re 

No more sand in the 
blanket
Paul Steberger, owner of 
Happy Camper Beach Prod-
ucts, cuts the ribbon March 
20 at the Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce to 
celebrate his new endeavor, 
a home-based company that 
markets Steberger’s patented 
“Sandless Beach Blanket.” 
For more information, go 
to sandlessblanket.com or 
call 855-686-7263. Islander 
Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

Paradise Bagels Cafe and Catering, 3210 E. Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach, cooked a three-yolk egg 
cracked for a breakfast order March 8 by K. C. Sat-
urely. Islander Photo: Courtesy Paradise Bagels

pit section is from the top, where the largest branches 
converged. richardson estimated that about 20 tons of 
wood was cut from the heart of the tree.
 monkeypod trees can grow up to 10 feet in diam-
eter and Waterline’s pit is more than 6 feet wide.
 Got business news? Contact Sandy Ambrogi at 
sandy@islander.org.

Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce members 
chat and mingle at lunch Feb. 7 at EnRich Bistro in 
Bradenton. The next chamber lunch will be at 11:30 
a.m. Wednesday, April 4, at the clubhouse at IMG 
Academy Golf Club in Bradenton. Island Photo: 
Sandy Ambrogi
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Captivating & Luxurious
Waterfront Home 

in Anna Maria

4 Bedrooms & 4.5 Baths – Impeccable selection of fi nishes.
Thoughtful one fl oor of living fl oor plan. Elevator. Sustainable 
Landscaping. Over $200K annual Income history. 2 garages 
hold 4 cars. Offered at: $2,199,999.

Shellie Young P.A.
Sales Associate 

Premier Sotheby ’s International Realty

shellie.young@sothebysrealty.com
www.shellieyoung.com DIRECT: 941.713.5458

Master Certified Negotiation Specialist,
Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist,

Voted “Best in Customer Satisfaction” Sarasota
Magazine since 2016 - 5 Star Premier Agent

PropertyWatch
Island real estate

transactions
By Jesse Brisson

Special to the islander
 204 76th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,130 sfl a / 2,520 
sfur 4bed/4bath pool home built in 1964 on a 7,020 
sq ft lot was sold 02/28/18, dunne to Hoover for 
$1,140,000; list $1,169,000.
 7100 gulf drive, unit 212, nautilus of Holmes 
Beach, Holmes Beach, a 1,081 sfla / 1,185 sfur 
2bed/2bath gulffront condo with shared pool built 
in 1973 was sold 03/06/18, tyler to ccSr LLc for 
$975,000.
 103 fifth St. S., unit B, Beach to Bay town-
homes condominium, Bradenton Beach, a 1,926 sfl a 
/ 4,176 sfur 2bed/2½bath unit with shared pool built 
in 2006 was sold 03/07/18, newell to phillips for 
$845,000.
 208 52nd St., unit 4, Villas of Holmes Beach, 
Holmes Beach, a 3,122 sfl a / 4,600 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car 
condo with pool and dock was sold 03/05/18, more-
land marine development corporation to dockins for 
$835,000; list $899,000.
 234 Lakeview drive, anna maria, a 2,131 sfl a / 
2,754 sfur 3bed/2½bath canalfront pool home built in 
1969 on a 10,880 sq ft lot was sold 03/08/18, Biel to 
greiner for $723,150.
 7000 gulf drive, unit 116, tiffany place, Holmes 
Beach, a 1,212 sfl a / 1,420 sfur 2bed/2bath condo with 
shared pool built in 1978 was sold 03/02/18, White to 
core for $720,000.
 65 n. Shore drive, anna maria, a 1,485 sfl a / 2,994 
sfur 2bed/2bath/3car home built in 1979 on a 5,742 sq 
ft lot was sold 02/26/18, prt properties LLc to fay 
for $650,000; list $699,000.
 1413 gulf drive n., unit 5, Bermuda Bay 
club, Bradenton Beach, a 1,524 sfla / 2,622 sfur 
3bed/2½bath/2car condo with shared pool built in 1999 

BizCal By Sandy Ambrogi

TROPICAL TRANQUILITY
Harbour Landings | Cortez

MARIA CHRISTENSON  
REALTOR®

941.920.3583

PATTY BROOKS  
REALTOR®

941.545.1194

ERICA THOMAS  
REALTOR®

941.799.9365

4400 Manatee Ave. W | Bradenton, FL 34209

12522 Safe Harbour Dr.
MLS # A4165454  |  $749,000

12514 Harbour Landings Dr.
MLS #A4185818  |  $579,000

4121 Osprey Harbour Loop 
A4208963  |  $529,000

12502 Harbour Landings Dr 
A4206002  |  $549,000

was sold 03/02/18, christner to Smith for $600,000; 
list $629,000.
 5400 gulf drive, unit 38, 5400 gulf drive con-
dominium apartments, Holmes Beach, a 1,188 sfl a 
/ 1,269 sfur 2bed/2bath gulffront condo with shared 
pool built in 1969 was sold 02/28/18, Lawson to Wen-
gell for $600,000; list $629,000.
 507 70th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,652 sfl a / 2,122 
sfur 3bed/2bath/1car pool home built in 1967 on a 
10,030 sq ft lot was sold 03/01/18, costello to Vas-
binder for $535,000; list $565,000. 
 143 crescent drive, anna maria, a 880 sfl a / 2,034 
sfur 2bed/2bath/1car home built in 1974 on a 7,800 sq 
ft lot was sold 02/27/18, rabenold to crescent estate 
inc. for $535,000.
 3803 e. Bay drive, unit 6a, Sunbow Bay, Holmes 
Beach, a 2,354 sfl a / 2,640 sfur 3bed/3bath condo with 
shared pool built in 1977 was sold 02/17/18, Burch to 
Shomer for $440,000; list $440,000.
 315 n. Bay Blvd., anna maria, a vacant 6,270 sq 
ft lot was sold 03/07/18, Hagedorn to Brooklyns Bay 
LLc for $400,000.
 6400 flotilla drive, unit 44, Westbay point and 
moorings, Holmes Beach, a 1,100 sfl a / 1,377 sfur 
2bed/2bath condo with shared pool built in 1977 was 
sold 03/02/18, Hanka property investments LLc to 
clark for $395,000; list $419,000.
 6400 flotilla drive, unit 34, Westbay point and 
moorings, Holmes Beach, a 985 sfla / 1,377 sfur 
2bed/2bath condo with shared pool built in 1977 was 
sold 03/02/18, taylor to dragomer for $375,000; list 
$389,000.
 1801 gulf drive n., unit 266, runaway Bay, Bra-
denton Beach, a 691 sfl a / 771 sfur 1bed/1bath condo 
with shared pool built in 1978 was sold 03/01/18, 
double rB investments LLc to Branch for $245,000; 
list $259,000.

Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty 
of Anna Maria, can be reached at 941-778-7244. 

Big events gear up in spring
 the anna maria island chamber of commerce 
april networking lunch will be at 11:30 a.m., Wednes-
day, april 4, at img academy golf club, 4350 el 
conquistador pkwy., Bradenton. the cost is $15 for 
members and $25 for guests.
 the wait continues for this year’s anna maria 
island chamber of commerce Beach ’n food truck 
and music festival!
 festivities get underway at 10 a.m. Saturday, april 
14, at coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach, with day-
long music emceed by entertainer mike Sales, arts and 
crafts, a classic car show until 3 p.m., a kid’s zone and, 
of course, a line of food trucks for noshing.
 for a music lineup and more information, visit the 
chamber website. 
 the ami chamber is accepting applications for 
its annual scholarship awards to manatee county high 
school seniors continuing their education in business.
 four $1,000 scholarships will be presented in may. 
applications must be postmarked or dropped off to the 
chamber offi ce by 5 p.m. april 30. 
 Visit the chamber website or call the offi ce for appli-
cations. 
 for more information, call 941-778-1541, visit the 
offi ce and tourist center at 5313 gulf drive, Holmes 
Beach, or the website at www.amichamber.org.
 the Longboat Key chamber of commerce will host 
feast on the Beach, 6-9 p.m. thursday, april 19, at the 
resort at Longboat Key club, 220 Sands point road, 
Longboat Key.
 the evening will include hors d’oeuvre, a four-
course wine-paired dinner by the resort at Longboat 
Key club’s executive chef edward geyfman, music and 
fi repits on the beach. tickets at $150 are limited and 
only available at the chamber. 
 for information about the Longboat chamber or to 
register for events, call 941-383-2466 or visit the offi ce 
at 5390 gulf of mexico drive, Longboat Key.
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HELP WANTED Continued

SMALL BEACH RESORT seeking part-time 
person for front office and related duties 
required for management of property. Com-
puter comprehension mandatory. Quickbooks 
knowledge useful. Tourist-relationship skills 
very important. Some weekend participation 
required. Email resume to: soundgal@tam-
pabay.rr.com.

QUICKBOOKS/EXCEL EXPERIENCE needed for 
part-time offi ce position at The Islander. Email 
letter of interest and/or resume to news@islander.
org.

REPORTER WANTED: Full- to part-time. Print 
media, newspaper experience or journalism 
degree required. Apply via email with letter of 
interest to news@islander.org.

KIDS FOR HIRE

MY NAME IS AIDAIN, I live in Holmes Beach I’m 
available to do any small yard, house chores for 
a fee. I do dog walking, pet sitting or run small 
errands. I’m available after school, 4-9 p.m. or all 
day Saturday and Sunday. I can be reached at 
941-243-4473. Text or call. Thank you.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for up to three 
weeks for Island youths under 16 looking for work. 
Ads must be placed in person at The Islander 
offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

BUSINESS FOR SALE. AMI convenience store 
$6,000 per month cash fl ow. $99,000 plus inven-
tory. Does not include real estate. Randy Buff, 
Exit Sunset Realty, 941-704-4310.

SERVICES

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37 years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

T.H.S. CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
vacation rentals. Dependable and detailed. 941-
756-4570.

U FLY I drive your car anywhere in the USA. 
Airport runs, anywhere. Offi ce, 941-447-6389. 
941-545-6688.

AUTHORITY ONE SERVICES: Cleaning, con-
struction, residential, commercial, rentals. Call 
941-251-5948.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Profes-
sional, friendly cleaning service since 1999. 941-
779-6638. Leave message.

PEGGY, R.N. PERSONAL airport transporta-
tion. Specializing in women and seniors. Tampa 
$74, St. Petersburg, $54, Sarasota, $34. Up 
to two passengers. On Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/Peggys-Personal-Airport-
Transportation-188762271740731/. Text me, 
727-902-7784.

NEED A RIDE to the airports? Tampa $65, St. 
Pete, $55, Sarasota, $30. Call Gary, 863-409-
5875. Email: gvoness80@gmail.com.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Residential and Commercial
Full service lawn maintenance

Landscaping – Clean-up
Hauling tree trimming

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  941.792.5600
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Andrew Chennault

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
Island References Lic#CBC056755 

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519

C
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7
1

Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

C I S C O E S U R A N C E T H E R A M
U S T E N S H A W N E E S M A D A M E
B A R E S Q U E R Y W A S H I N G T O N
I D I P E S T O S S E O G A P E D
S O V I E T S P I N E X T S R A B E
T R E N C H Q U O T E L E D C A R
S A N G U P T O B A B Y Q U A K E S

R O L O H O P E S O S E A
M A R A C A I B O L I L L E T A P I R
A P A T H Y R O H A N O R G I S E
H E R E S L O O K I N G A T Y O U Q U I D
A R E A V A P E S C I T R U S T Y
L Y R E S A D E P T C E S T L A V I E

T A U A Y E S I R H I S N
Q U I C K B O X E R D U M A T A P A
U S S S E N P E A C H Y Q U E E N
A H A S R I F E L O L L E A M O N N
H E I N E O U T T A A E O N L A O
O R D E R I N T H E Q U A R T T W I N Y
G I S E L E O N E U N D E R A P A C E
S N O R E D N O S E C O N E S A N E R

ANSWERS TO MARCH 28 PUZZLE

Adopt-
A-Pet 

Rollo is a happy boy! 
He’s a 3-year-old 
mixed breed.
He has all his shots 
and he’s in great 
health. available to 
adopt: www.moonrac-
eranimalrescue.com or 
email moonracerani-
malrescue@gmail.com 
Call lisa Williams at 
941-345-2441 or visit 
The islander next to 
Walgreens in Holmes 
Beach for more …

SPONSORED BY

3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941.778.7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

Home Checks for Snowbirds!

 941.773.5349

$10 DINER MUGS

@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

ITEMS FOR SALE

FOUR NEWLY UPHOLSTERED dining room 
chairs, cane backs. Excellent condition. $100. 
941-779-9470.

IMG: TRY ME the Ham Toner USA. Find us on 
Youtube, Facebook, LinkedIn. Personal athletic 
training device. hamtimebaby@gmail.com.

COMPUTER: DELL DUAL core, refurbished, $50. 
941-756-6728.

ANTIQUE PARTNER DESK: All wood, $1,000. 
See at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach

FOUR OAK OFFICE chairs: Antiques, perfect for 
eclectic dining set. The Islander newspaper, 3218 
E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.

FREEBIE ITEMS FOR SALE

INDIVIDUALS MAY PLACE one free ad with up to 
three items, each priced $100 or less, 15 words 
or less. FREE, one week, must be submitted 
online. Email classifi eds@islander.org, fax toll-
free 1-866-362-9821. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED: WORKOUT DVDs, XBox, Wii units 
with games for Ministry of Presence for kids and 
teens in Haiti. Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

WANTED: YOUR OLD cell phone for recycling. 
Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE GUN LOCK courtesy of Project Childsafe, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Pick up at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m.-1-
p.m. Saturday. Donations preferred 9 a.m.-11 
a.m. Wednesdays. 511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
941-779-2733.

LOST & FOUND

LOST WALLET, PINK. Lost on Anna Maria Island. 
No questions asked. 610-256-1030.

LOST I-PHONE 8 Plus on Cortez, Gulf Drive to 
Holmes Beach. LifeProof greenish case. 224-
545-4274.

PETS

PET PAL PET sitting: Short and long term, in your 
house or mine. 18-year Island resident. 941-704-
5937. e.davies5937@gmail.com. 

YOU CAN HELP! Fosters, volunteers, retail-
type help needed for Moonracer No Kill Animal 
Rescue. Please email: moonraceranimalrescue@
gmail.com.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: Small sailboat rentals and 
instruction. Day. Week. Month. Sunfi sh, Laser, 
Windrider 17 and Precision 15. Call Brian at 941-
685-1400.

PONTOON BOAT RENTAL Create life long mem-
ories. Call 941-778-2121 or see boatfl orida.net.

HELP WANTED

ASSISTANT: $50 ONE day a week, on Island, four 
hours. Flexible  computer savvy, organized. Mike, 
727-999-1011.

DELI MANAGER IN Bradenton: Server experi-
ence preferred.  Resume to:  DomsDeliBraden-
ton@yahoo.com.
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SERVICES

PIERLY MAID CLEANING Service: Two former 
City Pier employees looking to make your home, 
vacation rental, offi ce spic and span! Please, give 
us a call, 941-447-2565 or 941-565-0312.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS JD’s Window Clean-
ing looking for storefront jobs in Holmes Beach. 
I make dirty windows sparkling clean. 941-920-
3840.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County 
and the Island since 1987. For dependable, 
honest and personalized service, call Bill Eller, 
941-795-7411. CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional 
creates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! 
www.jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

RELAXING MASSAGE IN the convenience of your 
home or hotel. Massage by Nadia, more than 
19 years on Anna Maria Island. Call today for 
an appointment, 941-518-8301. MA#0017550.
MA#0017550.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER Service: Repairs, 
installs. Your local sprinkler company since 1997. 
Call Jeff, 941-778-2581.

SHELL DELIVERED AND spread. $55/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, 
“shell phone” 941-720-0770.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. Tropical landscape specialist. 
Residential and commercial. 35 years experi-
ence. 941-448-6336.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE: Shell, lime rock, 
palms, river rock, construction demolition, fenc-
ing, pressure washing, hauling debris and trans-
port. Shark Mark, 941-301-6067.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100. www.vangopaint-
ing.net. 

CUSTOM REMODELING EXPERT. All phases of 
carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. Meticu-
lous, clean, sober and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 
941-730-7479.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. 
Handyman, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabi-
nets and wood fl ooring. Insured and licensed. 
941-722-8792.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry, handyman, 
light hauling, pressure washing. Jack of all trades. 
Call 941-778-6170 or 941-447-2198.

ISLE TILE: QUALITY installation fl oors, counters, 
backsplashes, showers. Licensed, insured. Call 
Chris at 941-302-8759.

ISLAND GATER RESTORATIONS: Interior/
exterior, painting, pressure cleaning, drywall 
repair, textures, stucco. Danny, 941-720-8116. 
islandgater@gmail.com.

More ads = more readers in The Islander.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

ARTISAN DESIGN TILE and Marble! Qual-
ity craftsmanship since 1983. Dedicated to 
providing superior installations at a fair price. 
Professional, courteous service, at your con-
venience. Call Don at 941-993-6567. www.
ArtisanDesignTileAndMarble.com.

RENTALS

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.sun-
coastinc.com.

AVAILABLE WINTER SEASON 2018 and 2019: 
2BR/2BA ground level with carport and patio. 
1.5 blocks to Gulf. Updated, granite countertops, 
recessed lighting, fl at-screen TVs in living room, 
TV room and bedrooms. Must see! Anna Maria. 
941-565-2373.

2BR/2BA WESTBAY COVE seasonal rental on 
the water. Ground-fl oor condo, one block from 
beach with two pools and tennis. Call Paul, 
973-208-0020.

Rental wanted: artists workspace. Anna Maria 
Island or nearby with sink, water. Annually. 
Contact: 917-545-0613. dehaanx2@tampabay.
rr.com . 917-843-1615. blbachner@earthlink.
net.

2019 SEASON HOUSE for rent: One block from 
beach, old Florida bungalow, 2BR/2BA, single-
level, private yard and driveway, screen room. 
$1,400/week. 210 64th St., Holmes Beach. Call 
813-833-4489.

2019 RENTALS: DECEMBER, JANUARY, April 
available. See VRBO 594326 or call 941-228-
0603.

RETIRED PROFESSIONAL COUPLE seeks mod-
erately priced annual rental starting October, 
2018. Excellent references and credit. We are 
former longtime homeowners who know how to 
care for your property. Prefer unfurnished. One 
house-trained cat. 512-442-1007, grodd56@
gmail.com.

$99 HOLMES BEACH Hideaway. 1BR/2BA 
across street to beach! Photos on Facebook, 
Anna Maria Island Gulf Drive Apartments. Mike, 
727-999-1011.

HOLMES BEACH: WESTBAY Point beautifully 
updated 2BR/2BA condo. Fantastic views. Avail-
able May-October. $1,850/month. No pets/smok-
ing. 941-778-2824. 

CANCELLATION: APRIL 14-28. Bradenton 
Beach 2BR/2BA luxury condo. Directly on 
Gulf of Mexico. Available weekly. $1,500/week 
Adjacent to Bridge Street, shops, restaurants.  
Heated pool on beach. Call Shirley, 773-671-
5110.

REAL ESTATE

STARTING FROM THE low $300,000s. Only min-
utes from the beach, this new active adult com-
munity is perfectly located just south of Mana-
tee Avenue, off Village Green Parkway. Perfectly 
designed, open 2BR or 3BR/2BA plus den and 
two-car garage fl oor plans. Luxurious ameni-
ties, pool, spa, gym, pickleball and fenced-in 
dog park. HOA only $209/month. Models open 
daily. Contact us, 941-254-3330. www.Mirabel-
laFlorida.com.

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY

.com

941-778-2711

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045

WEATHERSIDE LLC LI
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DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

i s l a n d e r C l a s s i F i e d s

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
State Lic. CBC1258250

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Family Owned and Operated since 1975

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential  
& Commercial

#C
FC
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26
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6

WE TWEET TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

WE LIKE LIKES

 f acebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

Place classifi ed 
ads online at 

www.islander.org

Island Limousine
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE

AIRPORT PERMITTED & LIVERY INSURED

IslandLimo.net   941-779-0043 
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REAL ESTATE Continued

OPEN HOUSE: 1-4 p.m. Sunday, March 25. 
8732 54th Ave., Bradenton, Bay Hollow . Water-
front property with individual boat docks, direct 
Gulf access from  private marina overlooking 
Tidy Island. 2BR/2BA second floor, cathedral 
ceiling, fireplace, walk-in closets, large eat-in 
kitchen, formal dining room, extra storage room 
in attic, spacious screened and glass enclosed 
balcony/lanai, heated pool, covered parking, 
10 minutes to beach.  One animal allowed. 
Fully funded reserves.  $279,000. Call 941-
727-1083, 941-704-5967 or email rikki.uw@
gmail.com.

SWEEPING GULF VIEWS: This 2bed/2bath condo 
at Anna Maria Island Club has breathtaking Gulf 
views from the living room and master bedroom. 
A rare opportunity to own at one of the most sought-
after condo complexes on the Island. $650,000

KEY ROYALE HOME: Looking for a home large 
enough to accommodate the entire family? Then 
look no further. This split plan 4bed/4bath/2car pool 
home is situated on one of the largest lots on Anna 
Maria Island. $774,000

Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson • 941-713-4755

REAL ESTATE Continued

PINE AVENUE BAYOU condo for sale by owner. 
Steps to shops and city pier.  Newly renovated, 
ground-floor, two-bedroom unit. Great north-
end location!  $320,000. 941-321-5454.

AVAILABLE APRIL 1: 2BR/2BA, Holmes Beach. 
Utilities, Internet, washer/dryer included. No 
smoking. $1,500/monthly. 941-778-1244.

DUPLEX LONGBOAT 2BR/1BA each side. 
Remodeled canalfront. $569,000. Randy Buff, 
Exit Sunset Realty, 941-704-4310 .

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

All real estate advertising herein is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to adver-
tise any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or discrim-
ination Familial status includes children under 
age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777 or for the hear-
ing impaired, call 0-800-543-8294.

NEWER ROOF! Built in 1998, 
4BR/2BA 2,350 sf canal home 
with refinished pool on an  
elevated lot. No HOA or CDD.  
Call Tim Lester International 
Realty Inc., 941-524-8465 x1 
www.TimLesterRealty.com  

Manatee 
County’s 
Quietest 
Island: 
$585,000 

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696

Mike  
Norman  
Realty

31O1 GULF DR  
HOLMES BEACH

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
sales@mikenormanrealty.com

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

BRIDGEPORT CONDO 2BR/2BA unit located across 
the street from beach with peeks of the Gulf AND Bay. Easy 
access to the beach, new hurricane-rated windows and sliding 
doors, updated kitchen. $364,900

CANALFRONT LOT WITH BAY VIEWS Build your 
dream home on this lot with gorgeous views of the Intra-
coastal Waterway. 50-by-100-foot lot with a boat dock.   
$524,900

DIRECT BAYFRONT Unmatched views of the bay from 
this unique, 4 BR property. Views of the water from EVERY 
room make you feel that you are on a boat rather than land. 
A must see! $950,000

EXCEPTIONAL BEACH FRONT CONDO located in the 
Anna Maria Island Club. This updated 2 BR/2BA unit offers 
beautiful views of the beach and Gulf. Great rental history, 
large heated pool, secured entrance and elevator. Selling 
furnished. $799,000

LUXURY BEACHFRONT  3BR/3BA condo located in a 
premier complex on Anna Maria Island. Complex offers a 
huge, heated pool & Jacuzzi, garage, secured entrance and 
elevator. Selling “turn-key” furnished. $1,599,000

ANNA MARIA ¼ ACRE WATERFRONT just 250 steps to 
the beach. Bring your boat to the 60-foot dock or launch your 
paddle board/kayak right from your backyard! This property 
offers exceptional "old Florida" charm with tons of privacy 
from the serene, natural mangrove canal. Two vintage cot-
tages for a total of four rental apartments. $1,295,000

 

For the island lifestyle, call  
Lynn Zemmer, 941-778-8104. 

 

 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 
941-778-8104 Ofc 877-778-0099 Toll Free 

104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
 

 

 

  

104 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-778-8104

Edgewatervacationhomes.com  
Edgewaterrealestateami.com

COME TO VISIT,
STAY A LIFETIME

 
 
 

 Real Estate Sales 
 Vacation Rentals 
 Annual Rentals 
 Property Management 
 Concierge Service 

 We’re “Serious” about our Customer Service! 
 
 
Your full service Real Estate Agency providing exceptional customer service for all your short or long 
term goals.  Whether you’re staying a few days or a lifetime, we will help you find your perfect 
accommodation.  
 
One stop shop.    We can provide everything you might need……..buy, rent and finance your piece of 
paradise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    

 

www.edgewatervacationhomes.com 
www.941lending.com 

941-778-8104 Ofc   877-778-0099 Toll Free 
104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 

Lynn M. Zemmer   Broker/Owner 
 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 

 

CONTACT US TODAY
RENTALS@ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

WWW.ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

3001 GULF DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

DREAM VACATIONS
FOR YOUR

VACATION DREAMS

Mike Norman Realty

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

For professional real 
estate sales, call a 
true island native, 
born and raised on  
Anna Maria Island. 
Marianne 
Norman-Ellis. 
941.778.6696
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 ACROSS

1 Big name in computer 
networking

6 Progressive rival
14 Aries
20 North-Dakota-to-

Michigan hwy.
21 Members of an 

Oklahoma tribe
22 Addressee of a waiter 

in a 
French restaurant

23 Exposes
24 Interrogate a 

founding father?
26 Uganda’s Amin
27 One getting shooed
29 Bone: Prefix
30 Was wide open
31 Like the first man-

made space satellite
33 What the earth and 

many political 
analysts do

36 They’re added 
on bus. lines

38 “Sticks and Bones” 
playwright David

39 “There are no atheists 
in foxholes”?

41 Word aptly found in 
“controlled” and 
“marshaled”

43 Token in 
the game Life

44 Was a rat
45 Engaged in
46 Tremors?
50 Hershey brand
53 “From your lips to 

God’s ears”
55 Frequent subject 

of paintings by 
Winslow Homer

56 Largest lake 
in South America

60 Charles de Gaulle’s 
birthplace

62 Animal with a trunk
66 Interest’s opposite
67 Kingdom in Tolkien’s 

“The Lord of the 
Rings”

69 Email address ending
71 Suffix in Sussex
72 Comment by 

a Brit down to his 
last coin?

77 “We ____ the 
Champions”

78 Gardner of 
“Mogambo”

79 Joe of 
“Home Alone”

80 True
81 Instruments played 

on 
Mount Olympus

84 Expert
86 Words of resignation
88 Greek cross
90 “As you 

wish, Captain!”
92 Huck Finn possessive
93 One knocking out an 

opponent in 
the first round?

97 Russian council
99 Spanish snack
103 ____ Indianapolis
104 One of 100: Abbr.
105 Monarch who’s fine 

and dandy?
108 Cries of surprise
110 Teeming
113 Veg out
114 Irish form of 

“Edmund”
115 Heinrich ____, “Die 

Lorelei” poet
117 N.W.A’s “Straight 

____ Compton”

119 More than 
a millennium

121 Indochinese 
language

122 Have a little ice 
cream delivered?

126 Like rope
128 Supermodel 

Bündchen
129 Birdie
130 With celerity
131 Kept others 

awake, maybe
132 Tip of a missile
133 More sound

 DOWN

1 Picasso and Braque, 
for two

2 Dancer Duncan
3 Gone to 

great lengths
4 Middling mark
5 Like freelance work, 

often
6 Attys.’ titles
7 Stops yapping
8 Sheik’s land, 

for short
9 Presidential inits.
10 “Who’s interested?”
11 Update, say
12 Terminate
13 English county
14 Response to 

an oversharer
15 Suspend
16 Catherine’s husband 

in “Wuthering 
Heights”

17 Bishop’s 
group, once

18 Ones moving 
with the aid 
of pseudopods

19 Seamstresses, 
at times

25 With vehemence
28 Ending of the Bible
32 Unappreciative sort
34 Metallic 

S-shaped piece
35 “____, sing America” 

(start of a Langston 
Hughes poem)

37 “Look Who’s Talking 
Too” 
and “2 Fast 2 
Furious”:  Abbr.

40 Basic French 
question

42 Number for two
46 Sentient ones
47 Words that can’t be 

heard, for short
48 Western wear
49 Strong bond?
51 Publisher Arthur ____ 

Sulzberger
52 Song woman who’s 

asked “Darlin’, won’t 
you ease my worried 
mind?”

54 Subject of the 
mnemonic 
“Men Very Easily 
Make Jugs Serve 
Useful Needs”

56 Taj ____
57 Mimic’s activity
58 Not so common
59 Medieval weapon
61 Suffix with trick
63 Pope who 

excommunicated 
Elizabeth I

64 Judas’s question 
to the Lord

65 Change the 
color of again

68 More trendy
70 TV’s “Growing 

Up ____”

73 Some gametes
74 Accumulation
75 Things with 

colons inside them
76 Kind of leap
82 Abbr. that’s 

sometimes doubled 
or tripled

83 Nordstrom rival
85 Term for a hole 

in Swiss cheese
87 1979 exile

89 It’ll take you 
for a ride

91 Prefix with -graphic

93 Hard-shell clams

94 Mark the beginning of

95 Unsatisfying answer 
to “Why?”

96 Bagel variety

98 British sports 
automobile

100 Kind of harp

101 Atonement

102 Nuisance

105 Trophy alternative

106 Navy petty 
officer: Abbr.

107 The so-called “Flying 
Kangaroo”

109 Curl one’s lip

111 Informal 
sleep option

112 People: Prefix

116 Man’s name 
that comes from an 
English noble

118 Some summer wear
120 Ser : Spanish 

:: ____ : French
123 Iraq War 

danger, for short
124 A.C.C. powerhouse
125 Rumpus
127 F.D.R. job-

creating prog.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70 71

72 73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85 86 87

88 89 90 91 92

93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102

103 104 105 106 107

108 109 110 111 112 113 114

115 116 117 118 119 120 121

122 123 124 125 126 127

128 129 130

131 132 133

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).N
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Answers: 
page 36
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