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By Bianca Benedí
Islander Reporter

 West Manatee Fire Rescue fi refi ghter 
Andrew Powers is giving a tour of the living 
area used by the crew at Station 3 in Holmes 
Beach around 10 a.m. March 7, when his 
cellphone starts beeping. 
 Simultaneously, a green LED light 
fl ashes from the ceiling, indicating a medical 
dispatch is coming in. Overhead, speakers 
announce the call.
 “Eighty-second Street,” Powers reads 
aloud from his cellphone as he sprints into 
action.

With ALS, WMFR 
extends coverage

Firefi ghters Andrew Powers and Andrew 
Lauricella on WMFR’s marine rescue boat. 
Islander Photo: Bianca Benedí

Treehouse owners re-up city setback challenge

Paul Hecht soaks in the sun March 13 on a bench near the treehouse on the beachfront 
at 103 29th St. in Holmes Beach. Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell

By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Just as the fate of the treehouse couldn’t 
seem bleaker — losing in the u.S. Supreme 
Court and facing an enforcement action to 
demolish the structure — its owners are back 
on the offensive, restoking a case dormant 
since 2013.
 “It’s a constitutional case now,” said 
Lynn Tran, who, with husband Richard 
Hazen, built the beachfront structure in 2011 
in an Australian pine on the beachfront.
 Tran and Hazen reside at 103 29th St., 
Holmes Beach, where they also operate four 
short-term vacation rental units.
 The owners’ attorney, David Levin, of 
Icard Merrill of Sarasota, fi led a motion for 
a summary judgment March 13, asking the 
12th Circuit Court to declare a city ordinance 
on the setback “null and void in its entirety,” 
or to strike such portions that confl ict with 
state law.
 The treehouse was built in the setback 
for the erosion control line on the beach, 
where, according to state law, no construc-
tion can occur.
 The motion argues the city overstepped 
its constitutional powers by imposing a 
50-foot setback and enacting a local law with 
more than one subject.
 State laws governing beach and shore-
line preservation, including activities sea-
ward of the coastal construction control line 
not causing “measurable interference,” leave 

no room for Holmes Beach to regulate the 
treehouse, according to Levin’s motion.
 “The city of Holmes Beach Code 
clearly forbids structures which the Florida 
Legislature has authorized under section 
161.053(11)(b),” he writes.
 In addition, Levin argues the ordinance 
improperly contains “four separate and 
distinct subjects,” running afoul of a state 
law limiting local laws to one subject. The 
ordinance contains a comprehensive amend-
ment, including the setback regulation, and 
several changes in zoning for individual 

The sun rises March 13 over the anchorage adjacent to the Historic Bridge Street Pier in 
Bradenton Beach. Story, see page 3. Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
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 He and fi refi ghter Andrew Lauricella head for the 
rescue truck, where they close the bed of the truck, 
place their medical equipment in the back seats and 
climb into the front seats.
 They are out the station door and on their way in 
less than a minute. 
 In the station kitchen, after they leave, Capt. Ryan 
Moore says thanks to the district’s newly implemented 
advanced life-support program only the rescue truck 
has to go on this medical call. The fi re engine and 
its staff can stay behind in the event there is another 
call.
 Before, he says, WMFR may have passed up on 
this call entirely, leaving Manatee County EMS to 
respond. 
 Or, if they did go, he says they’d be unable to 
respond to any other calls until this call was done. 
 WMFR began its ALS program Feb. 20 at Station 
3 in Holmes Beach. 
 Three firefighters on staff — Powers, Frank 
Agresta and Alex Flores — are licensed paramedics, 
and they switch off 24-hour shifts at the station to 
ensure someone provides ALS services at all times 
from Station 3. 
 Several more fi refi ghters are in the process of 
obtaining certifi cation, Moore said. 
 The goal is to implement ALS services across all 
three stations.
 For now, it’s limited to Station 3. But the early 
implementation has given the district a taste of how 
ALS services can expand coverage and improve 
patients’ chances of survival. 
 The most notable evidence of WMFR’s medi-
cal service is contained in the large green-and-blue 
backpacks stored in the red-and-white rescue truck.
 One backpack is stuffed with ventilation equip-
ment to treat patients struggling to breathe. 
 The other has vials of medicine, syringes, forceps 
and other medical equipment to provide emergency 
care in any scenario. 
 They also carry a cardiac monitor, which Powers 

WMFR CONTINuED FROM PAGE 1

says allows for better and more responsive care than 
the standard automated external defi brillator they pre-
viously relied on.
 Powers said the ALS equipment enables them to 
perform electrical therapy, begin IV treatment, admin-
ister medication for anything from nausea to sudden 
cardiac arrest, place advanced airways and treat com-
plex situations like congestive heart failure. 
 He said there were multiple cardiac arrest inci-
dents in the fi rst week WMFR began ALS. “We were 
able to assist EMS, and be another set of paramedic 
hands on scene to help with these advanced proce-
dures,” he said. “It’s a higher level of patient care.” 
 Powers said the new medical equipment and 

vehicle enable WMFR coverage to go further than it 
did before. With the  vehicle’s four-wheel drive, the 
truck can maneuver on the beach where a fi re engine 
cannot. 
 And the medical equipment, carried in backpacks, 
can easily be transferred from the truck to the station’s 
marine rescue boat should a medical emergency arise 
on the water. 
 While the district works on approving more fi re-
fi ghters as paramedics, ALS is limited to three para-
medic fi refi ghters switching off shifts at Station 3. 

 Powers, Agresta and Flores are 
avoiding taking time off as much 
as possible, Moore said March 7 in 
the station, awaiting the return of the 
rescue truck. 
 He praised WMFR Chief Tom 
Sousa for implementing the program, 
calling him a “tenacious guy.” 

 Sousa recognized a gap in WMFR’s coverage, 
Moore said, and took steps to close it. 

WMFR fi refi ghters Jeff Taylor and Andrew Lau-
ricella, Capt. Ryan Moore and fi refi ghter Andrew 
Powers pose March 7 in the kitchen at Station 3, 
6001 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

WMFR fi refi ghter Jeff Taylor sits in the fi re engine at 
Station 3, Holmes Beach. 

Sousa
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Bradenton Beach puts teeth into marine ordinance
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach offi cials are tightening regula-
tions to deal with derelict or abandoned vessels in the 
anchorage area at the east end of Bridge Street.
 At a March 15 meeting, the mayor and commis-
sioners unanimously approved the fi rst reading of an 
updated marine ordinance.
 If adopted, the ordinance will replace a similar 
one enacted last March, which had replaced a marine 
mooring ordinance approved in 2008.
 In anticipation of a managed mooring fi eld in the 
anchorage area in Sarasota Bay on the south side of the 
Historic Bridge Street Pier, the commission, in 2008, 
approved an ordinance to regulate behavior within the 
waters extending 500 feet into Sarasota Bay.
 Since the city has yet to establish the mooring 
fi eld, the ordinance was updated in 2017 to strengthen 
the police department’s ability to regulate behavioral 
issues in the anchorage.
 At the March 15 meeting, city attorney Ricinda 
Perry read the fi rst draft of an ordinance that included 
the previous stipulations, but added provisions for 
vessel removal and an appeal process.
 Perry said there is an abandoned vessel in the 
anchorage adjacent to the pier, but the city and Mana-
tee County disagree on its removal.
 She says the county claims the city is respon-
sible since the city received a “special act” to police 
500 feet into the Intracoastal Waterway, even though 
the county initially resisted the act. She said the act 
allows for the city to police the area as an “extra-
territorial right,” but enforcement of the jurisdiction 
falls to the county and the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission — and she added this 
component to the ordinance.
 “This gives our police department more teeth and 
ability to explain to the county this is extraterritorial 
power, not full jurisdiction over the property,” Perry 
said. “Just like the county wanted.”

 Additionally, she said the primary impetus for the 
changes was the addition of an appeal procedure.
 Perry said there recently was a lawsuit decided in 
the Miami area where a municipality removed derelict 
and abandoned vessels and people claimed due process 
was not followed.
 As a result, state vessel removal regulations were 
modifi ed. So, Perry said, the city should take steps to 
ensure it has the appropriate procedures in place to 
remove problem vessels.
 She added an appeal process and a special master 
procedure to the ordinance.
 Perry said people usually don’t appeal, “because 
they just want to dump their boats and leave it on the 
backs of the municipality to take care of it.”
 She said the ordinance will resolve that problem.
 Perry also said the police department wanted a 

clause stricken that requires commission approval 
before removing a derelict vessel removal.
 Bradenton Beach Lt. John Cosby, who handles 
vessel removal, said, “We don’t use city money to 
remove them. We use WCIND grant money.”
 Cosby said part of the issue is some abandoned 
vessels are used as homes, and the city would have to 
decide if the boat is a residence.
 “There’s been a lot of hesitation to put any teeth 
in that since all these people live on them,” Cosby 
said, adding the amendment is a procedural process 
that would give boat-owners time to appeal before the 
vessel is removed.
 A motion to approve the fi rst reading of the ordi-
nance was unanimous and the fi nal hearing and vote 
will be at the commission meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
April 5, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

Anna Maria City Pier survives state budget cuts
 The Anna Maria City Pier rebuild is receiving 
a boost from the state pocketbook.
 The Legislature’s fi nal budget for the 2018-19 
fi scal year, which begins July 1, includes a $750,000 
line item toward funding for a new city pier. 
 The Senate and House voted March 11 to 
approve an $88.7 billion budget sent to Gov. Rick 
Scott. 
 On March 16, Scott issued a veto list that left 
the pier project intact.
 Mayor Dan Murphy emailed commissioners 
March 16 announcing that the pier funding survived 
the fi nal cut. 
 He thanked state Rep. Jim Boyd and Sen. Bill 
Galvano, both Bradenton Republicans represent-
ing districts that include Manatee County, for intro-
ducing the funding bills, and also thanked Manatee 
County Commissioner Carol Whitmore for advocat-
ing the funding proposal. 

 Whitmore, who attended the March 8 city com-
mission meeting in Anna Maria, said the city also 
could look into grants for funding. 
 Along with the $750,000 line item from the 
state, the city will receive up to $1.5 million from the 
Manatee County Tourist Development Council. 
 And the city is seeking nearly $2 million from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency and 
the county beach concession fund. 
 Sissy Quinn, president of Anna Maria Island Pres-
ervation Trust, also has a fundraiser on GoFundMe, 
where $2,880 in donations were made.
 To close any gap in funding versus costs, Murphy 
is proposing sponsor plaques at the entrance of the 
pier.
 He said the estimated $4.5 million price tag to 
rebuild the pier is “an outside estimate” and the fi nal 
cost may be less. 
 — Bianca Benedí
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
 • March 22, 6 p.m., commission.
 • April 10, 4 p.m., planning and zoning.
 • April 12, 6 p.m., commission.
 • April 26, 6 p.m., commission.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • March 21, 1 p.m., planning and zoning.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive 
N., 941-778-1005, cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • March 27, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • March 29, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • April 4, 6 p.m., planning commission.
 • April 10, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • April 12, 6 p.m., city commission.
 • April 19, 9 a.m., code enforcement forum.
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, holmesbeachfl.org.

West Manatee Fire Rescue
 • None announced.
 WMFR administration building, 6417 Third 
Ave. W., Bradenton, wmfr.org.

Manatee County
 • March 20, 9 a.m., county commission.
 • April 5, 9 a.m., county commission (land 
use).
 • April 10, 9 a.m., county commission.
 Administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. 
W., Bradenton, 941-748-4501, mymanatee.org.

Of interest
 • March 30 is the Christian observance of 
Good Friday. Many government offices, includ-
ing the island city halls, will be closed.
 • April 3, Manatee County Council of Gov-
ernments, Bradenton Area Convention Center, 1 
Haben Blvd., Palmetto.
 • April 9, 2 p.m., Island Transportation Plan-
ning Organization.
 • April 16, Manatee County Tourist Develop-
ment Council, Holmes Beach City Hall.
 Send notices to news@islander.org.

DOT to announce Cortez Bridge decision this month
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

The final decision between two options for the 
Cortez Bridge will be announced this month, accord-
ing to the Florida Department of Transportation.

The DOT is deciding whether to repair or replace 
the bridge that opened in 1957. Inspections between 
2008 and 2012 found the two-lane Cortez Bridge struc-
turally obsolete.

L.K. Nandam, District One secretary for the Flor-
ida Department of Transportation, provided a bridge 
update Feb. 26 at the three-hour Sarasota/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization meeting, which 
drew roughly 60 people.

The DOT’s announced preference is for a fixed, 
65-foot vertical clearance bridge, which exacts a 
greater toll on the environment but will reduce time 
lost to bridge openings, according to Zachary Burch, 
DOT public information officer for District One. 

The fixed bridge is unpopular with many residents, 
business owners and public officials in Bradenton 
Beach and Cortez. They say its large footprint will 
restrict access to homes and businesses.

Politicians are bracing for the reaction to the deci-
sion whether to build a new bridge or refurbish the 
present span. 

Manatee County Commissioner Stephen Jonsson 
said the DOT decision, originally expected in October 
2017, will rile many of his Cortez constituents in Man-
atee County District 3, which includes west Bradenton 
and Anna Maria Island.

He said he expects many complaints no matter 

what decision is made. 
MPO Chair Vanessa Baugh took the opportunity to 

rib Jonsson good-naturedly on his 67th birthday.
“Commissioner Jonsson, that comes with the job,” 

said Baugh.
Estimated costs range from $4.5 million for repair 

to $72 million for a new bridge.
A new bridge would last up to 75 years, or until 

2100, according to the DOT. A repair would last 10 
years.

Repair estimates do not include maintenance or 
bridge-tender costs, which could drive up costs, Burch 
said.

The DOT noted a repaired Cortez Bridge still 
would be too narrow with no shoulders and substan-
dard curbs, remain vulnerable to ship impact and storm 
surge and mean continued delays from bridge open-
ings.

Work on the repair option would likely begin in 
2025. Repairs completed in March 2015 are expected 
to last until then. 

In other action:
MPO executive director David Hutchinson’s con-

tract renewal will be negotiated by Venice Vice Mayor 
Bob Daniels, who said negotiations are off to a strong 
start.

“We don’t want anyone to steal him away,” said 
Daniels.

The MPO, created in the 1950s to provide a local 
voice to state officials on transportation issues, will 
next meet at 9:30 a.m. Monday, April 23, at the Holi-
day Inn Sarasota-Airport, 8009 15th St. E., Sarasota.

15th Bert Harris court complaint filed against Holmes Beach
By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Bert Harris times 15.
 5501 Holmes LLC is the newest plaintiff to go 
to bat against the city of Holmes Beach for alleged 
violations of the Bert J. Harris Private Property Rights 
Protection Act.
 Shawn and Jennifer Kaleta are the plaintiff’s cor-
porate owners.
 The mayor hadn’t been served as of press time, but 
the suit filed March 5 is the 15th against the city in the 
12th Circuit Court.
 The Bert Harris act was adopted by the state Leg-
islature in 1995.
 All of the lawsuits claim inordinate economic bur-

dens under the Bert Harris law and seek to recover 
market value losses blamed on city ordinances.
 The ordinances were enacted by Holmes Beach 
commissioners 2013-16 to stem a swelling tide of 
party-house problems.
 The latest complaint alleges the city’s two-person-
per-bedroom occupancy rule devalued an eight-bed-
room vacation rental at 5501 Holmes Blvd., previously 
owned by 302 55th LLC.
 Other suits against the city allege similar Bert 
Harris devaluation from short-term rental ordinances, 
including restrictions to building footprints, living 
area, setbacks, parking and pools.
 The complaint states the city rules reduced occu-
pancy from 20 to 16 for the duplex, which was built 

and furnished in 2015 and, in turn, reduced the owners’ 
return from their investment.
 “At that time, many of the homes surrounding 
the land and throughout the city were being utilized 
as short-term rentals and renting to an unregulated 
number of guests,” the complaint states.
 Before filing suit, the Bert Harris plaintiff must file 
a claim with the governmental entity, which allegedly 
acted to devalue its property. The claim must be sup-
ported by an appraisal.
 Plaintiff 5501 Holmes LLC bases its suit on a 
$670,000 initial claim and appraisal filed with the city 
May 1, 2017, as “302 55th LLC.” The plaintiff alleges 
it took title from 302 55th LLC in February 2017.
 Attorney for the plaintiff, Aaron Thomas of the 
Najmy Thompson law firm of Bradenton, explained 
the timing discrepancy as a matter of the transaction 
not being “of record.” He also said the 302 55th LLC, 
initially held title to two homes but separated into two 
LLCs after the transfer.
 As part of the Bert Harris statute, the governmental 
entity — the city of Holmes Beach — is required to 
respond to the initial claims with a settlement offer, 
but the response can be no change in the restrictions.
 Holmes Beach has responded with no-change 
offers to each of the 50-plus claims it’s received.
 The latest filing brings the total Bert Harris-Hol-
mes Beach claims in litigation to $6,010,000.
 As of press time, there are more than 35 Holmes 
Beach claims that may mature into lawsuits.
 The city began receiving the claims, numbering 
more than 50, in March 2016. In January 2017, the 
first suit was filed in 12th Circuit Court.

Holmes Beach OKs new LSA flight path 
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

Island air excursions are expected to continue on 
a new flight path.

An altered flight path negotiated with Holmes 
Beach Police Chief Bill Tokajer means an airborne 
business can remain aloft. Tokajer said complaints 
should subside regarding low-and-loud flights with 
the new arrangement.

Lets Fly Air Adventures owner Hans Brown 
agreed to pilot his light-sport aircraft at a height of at 
least 1,000 feet and 300 feet seaward of the shoreline 
except during takeoffs and landings.

“I told him that works,” Tokajer said. “I’m satis-

fied.”
It’s an about-face for Tokajer, who just a week 

earlier asked Brown not to fly over Holmes Beach.
With the chief’s approval, Brown resumed shut-

tling passengers between Kingfish Boat Ramp, 752 
Manatee Ave., and Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf 
Drive, in Holmes Beach, although he said recent cold 
weather put a crimp in his business. 

“We never flew illegally,” Brown said. “We never 
had any moving violations or anything technically 
wrong with the Federal Aviation Administration. We 
reached out to the FAA and they didn’t have a problem 
with our flying.”

The main passenger pickup point will remain at 
Kingfish Boat Ramp, while Brown said he plans to 
train student pilots from the Palma Sola Causeway and 
on the east side of the Anna Maria Island Bridge.

Brown said other media reports of his dangerous 
flying habits were inaccurate. Brown said he complies 
with all FAA guidelines regarding flights paths over 
populated areas, as well as noise levels.

“We have a policy of not flying low over people,” 
Brown said. “We would never do that because it’s not 
safe for us or them.”

He could have defied the chief’s no-fly order 
because city ordinances do not forbid his business 
practices, but he respected Tokajer’s concerns.

“I’m seeking a win-win for everybody,” Brown 
said. “We want to operate lawfully where it’s a win-
win and works for everybody.”

Hans Brown operates his LSA on the Palma Sola 
Causeway. Islander Courtesy Photo
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Restaurant sign at pier will be lowered, old sign gets new site
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach offi cials are taking steps to settle 
a kerfuffl e over signage at the Historic Bridge Street 
Pier that grew to billboard proportions.
 The Anna Maria Oyster Bar sign — permitted in 
late 2017 and installed in early 2018 — recently was 
reviewed by the city pier team following complaints 
regarding the sign’s height, placement, lighting and 
aesthetics.
 Additionally, 66 people signed a petition saying 
they want the restaurant sign removed. They want the 
city to return the former sign — a painting of pelicans 
— to the location. They claim the restaurant sign is not 
fi tting the character of the district.
 The former wood sign, installed in 2008, was 
crafted and painted by a public works employee.
 During a March 15 commission meeting, Police 
Chief Sam Speciale, who also chairs the pier team, 
gave the team’s recommendations to the city commis-
sion.
 Speciale said the team recommends lowering the 
restaurant sign to the permitted 13-foot height, chang-
ing the lighting to a gooseneck fi xture and the addi-
tion of a whitewashed wood trim to the sign post and 
cabinet.
 Additionally, the pier team recommends placing 
the old pier sign on the boardwalk near the foot of the 
pier, where it could be a spot for souvenir photos.
 Anna Maria Oyster Bar leases the pier restaurant 
from the city and its sign is on city property.
 The restaurant sign is about 16 feet 6 inches tall and 
is internally illuminated with LEDs. The conditional-
use permit allowed for a 13-foot-tall non-illuminated 
sign.
 Restaurant owner John Horne was not present at 
the March 15 meeting. However, at the March 7 pier 
team meeting, Horne said he would be OK with lower-
ing the sign to 13 feet, adding his team is working on 
switching to a “gooseneck” fi xture for front-lit illumi-

nation.
 Additionally, Horne said he would consider adding 
wood trim to the sign to adapt to the look of the dis-
trict.
 During the March 15 meeting, Scenic Waves Part-
nership Committee member Fidencia Pla, who initially 
complained about the sign and circulated the petition, 
said this still does not address the petitioners’ request 
that the restaurant sign be remade to conform to the 
historic area.
 She suggested if the city is going to pay for the 
changes to the sign, perhaps the city could provide a 
new, wooden sign for the restaurant.
 Mayor John Chappie said the city shouldn’t have 
to pay since the sign is out of compliance.
 He said he thinks the city should reinstall the old 
sign, but commissioners should visit the pier and visu-
alize the best place for the sign before making a deter-
mination on where it should go.
 Commissioner Jake Spooner suggested the com-
munity redevelopment agency take on the sign project 
since the signs are in the CRA district.
 City attorney Ricinda Perry said the city needs to 

fl esh out the costs, but recommended Horne pay to 
lower the sign, since the height is not compliant.
 The mayor and commissioners unanimously 
approved a motion to accept the pier team recommen-
dations including the additional whitewashed wood, 
with the cost to incurred by the city, except the cost to 
lower the sign.
 Additionally, a motion was unanimously approved 
to direct the CRA to consider funding the restaurant 
sign improvements.
 A motion also was approved to direct staff to pre-
pare an agenda request for the CRA to consider fund-
ing to install the 2008 sign at a location to be deter-
mined by the city commission at its meeting at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, April 5, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

A small outlook at the 
base of the Historic 
Bridge Street Pier in 
Bradenton Beach is 
being considered by the 
commission as a location 
for a pier sign. Islander 
Photo: ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes

BELOW: The new Anna 
Maria Oyster Bar sign 
and the old pier sign. 
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Have your say
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 250 
words and reserves the right to edit for grammar and 
length. Letters must include name, address and a con-
tact phone number (for verifi cation). Anonymous let-
ters will not be printed. Email: news@islander.org. 
 Readers also may comment on stories online 
where The Islander has 2,500+ registered users.
 Also, The Islander has an active — 11,000+ likes 
— Facebook community. To join the conversation, 
“like” The Islander on Facebook.

Island ‘circus’
 Do the people who are trying to turn Anna Maria 
Island into a circus of renters understand that many 
people who retired here worked all their lives to be 
here for the rest of their lives — enjoying and respect-
ing this nature paradise before they head to the para-
dise in the sky?
 But now they have to put up with all the chaos or 
seek a nature paradise somewhere else.
 So sad.
 Cindy Richmond, Anna Maria Island

An accident waiting to happen
  I have had the pleasure of staying on beautiful 
Anna Maria Island for the past four years. 
 During this time, I have observed the lack of light-
ing on the pedestrian crosswalks on the corner of Gulf 
Drive North and Bridge Street. 
 What is needed there are the fl ashing pedestrian 
signs that are located on other crosswalks along the 
island. 
 Sooner or later, a pedestrian will be seriously 
injured, or worse.
 Lynne Lamarca, Bradenton Beach

Missing Blue Water
 I don’t think “Blue Water” is a generic name for a 
motel. 
 I think “Anna Maria Beach Resort” is so 
common.
 And I didn't pay $202 for a room at Blue Water. A 
regular room was $150 not $202.
 I’m really going to miss that motel. I won’t be able 
to afford a high-end accommodation.
 Diane Oshirak, Nanticoke, Pennsylvania

About a coyote sighting
 Islander readers on Facebook responded to notice 
from the Holmes Beach Police Department that a 
coyote was spotted in the neighborhood of Gulf Drive 
and 76th Street early March 10 with the following 
comments:
 Rosemary Gates: Keep up the massive building 
and destroying their habitat. You’ll have more than 
you can count. Look at what’s happened at the west 
end of Perico Island in just a couple of years.
 Briana Gagnier: Please don’t kill it! Can it be 
brought back off the island if he’s spotted?
 Melissa Bechler: I heard that there was a Red 
Husky running loose.
 Deborah Greenspan: Nothing good ever came 
from a coyote! Please capture him, dead or alive. He 
needs to go off the island.
 Jeremy Thomsd: We saw one trotting over Cortez 
Bridge around 3 a.m. — it was about a year ago. Big 
doggy! No joke!
 Lou Kober: Beep beep.
 Editor’s note: If there’s a coyote, please, be mind-
ful of wild animals and keep pets — and their food and 
water — indoors. It’s also possible it’s a fox, which, 
over the years, have frequently been spotted on Anna 
Maria Island.

Welcome, spring
 It’s time to say hello, spring.
 The offi cial start is March 20. 
 And it seems to me the arrival of spring sends us 
clear signals. For one, my gardenia bush started bloom-
ing early — thanks to a couple of warmer-than-usual 
weeks in February.
 While winter brought it’s typical chill — some 
nights and early (dog-walking) mornings saw temps 
in the 50s, it was mild by most standards.
 The fi shers are fi nding snook and seatrout in abun-
dance, and that’s a good sign spring has arrived.
 Shorebirds are another barometer of spring. They 
are beginning to arrive on the beach up and down AMI, 
looking for love and a place to nest — soon to be fol-
lowed in May by sea turtles.
 And more so than shorebirds and turtles, spring 
brings visitors to our beaches. The short-term rentals 
are fi lled with families — many of them mult-gener-
ational, from youngsters to seniors. Add that to our 
typical winter snowbirds on the tail end of their visits, 
and we have a “full house.” Now add in some college 
students — both visiting home and looking for a beach 
spot from other Florida towns — and you’ll quickly 
see how Anna Maria Island reaches capacity.
 Now you know why the roads are packed and the 
beach towels, umbrellas and canopies that color the 
shoreline are inching closer. 
 One outfall of all these folks coming to Anna 
Maria Island is, of course, traffi c. But we can plan our 
day-to-day lives around people going to the beach.
 We can time visits to our favorite restaurants and 
the grocery store so we’re not stuck in line. 
 But we also must stay vigilant in protecting our 
environment — the beaches, bays, mangrove shore-
lines, nesting birds, dolphins and manatees and all the 
other cherished critters. 
 We have to leave them to the wild. use caution and 
check for nests before trimming trees. Don’t feed or 
provide fresh water for manatees. Don’t chase dolphins 
or encourage them to adapt to human behavior. 
 There’s a sign on Manatee Avenue that’s visible as 
you enter into Holmes Beach that reminds people, “no 
alcohol, no dogs, no grills” allowed on the beach.
 I’d like that sign to say “Welcome to Anna Maria 
Island, please, observe our rules.…” And I’d like to 
add, “Don’t litter.” 
 Spring is a reminder, we all need to practice good 
manners. Welcome back, y’all.
 — Bonner Joy
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We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail the Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. We also offer 
online e-edition subscriptions — a page-by-page view of the weekly news for 
only $36 per year, but you must sign up online. It’s the best way to stay in touch 
with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. 
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even real estate transactions … 
everything you need if your “heart is on Anna Maria Island.” 
 If you don’t live here year-round, use this form to subscribe by (snail) mail 
for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend mail subscriptions — you 
get The Islander free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery) 
 ❑ 1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

MAIL TO: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _________________

Credit card: ❏ d ❏ u No.  ___________________________________________

Name shown on card: _____________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: ______________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: _____________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND — SINCE 1992
3218 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

In the headlines: March 18, 1998
 • The city of Holmes Beach fi led an injunction 
seeking to shut down Marco Polo’s Pizza and Ice 
Cream on East Bay Drive in the Anna Maria Island 
Centre. The city said the business had operated for 
at least two weeks without approval.
 • Holmes Beach Police Chief Jay Romine rec-
ommended closing the right turn lane on Marina 
Drive between 56th Street and Gulf Drive to ease 
traffi c congestion in the area. Romine parked a 
police car in the turn lane to test the idea.

In the headlines: March 19, 2008
 • Island law enforcement offi cials said they 
would step up the police presence at Coquina 
Beach on Easter weekend, a year after gang-related 
violence erupted on the holiday.
 • Spring fever arrived on the Palma Sola 
Causeway, where multiple projects were underway 
to beautify the stretch of Manatee Avenue between 
Anna Maria Island and the mainland.
 • Chefs Raymond Arpke of Euphemia Haye 
on Longboat Key and Paul Mattison of Mattison’s 
joined representatives of the Bradenton Area Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau in New York City, 
where the group promoted tourism, especially local 
cuisine.

10&20 years ago

VISIT OUR 8,000+ SF SHOWROOM
6807 14TH ST. W., BRADENTON (across from Alex Karras Lincoln)

SPECIAL ISLANDER OFFER!

$50 OFF any purchase of $500 or more

$100 OFF any purchase of $1,000 or more

We offer 
Rattan and 
Wicker 
tropical-style 
indoor and 
outdoor 
furniture, 
for island 
and coastal 
looks.

YOUR COMPLETE CASUAL FURNITURE STORE

*WITH THIS AD. Not valid with any other offer or prior purchases. Expires 03-28-18

You can peruse 
The Islander 
newspaper 
archive, dating 
back to its 
launch in 
November 1992, 
at ufdc.ufl .edu. 

Center brings guests on Tour of Homes

Pam Swanson and Sherry Thomas explore the 
kitchen of the Magnolia house while on the cen-
ter’s tour of homes March 17. 

Tour of homes volunteer Sandee Pruett 
demonstrates the moving bookshelf hiding 
the master bedroom inside the Dutton house 
on Gladiolus during the center’s March 
fundraiser. 

Gerri Nichols and Kay Kay Hardy peer 
through a small door in the Jude house, 

1 Palm Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach 
while, Judy Siebrecht looks up from the 
children’s room below. Islander Photos: 

Bianca Benedí

Tour of home visitors wander March 17 in the backyard of the 
Purvis home in Holmes Beach, one of the featured homes on 
the Center of Anna Maria Island fundraiser. 
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Freckled Fin outdoor bar 
dismantled after complaint

The Freckled Fin Irish Pub, 5337 Gulf Drive N., 
Holmes Beach, dismantled its outdoor bar just nine 
days after its March 1 opening. 

The bar was shut down after Holmes Beach Com-
mission Chair Judy Titsworth requested an investiga-
tion into whether Freckled Fin had permits for an out-
door bar and seating.

Holmes Beach outdoor-dining standards and the 
approved site plan allow just eight open-air seats at the 
Freckled Fin, Titsworth asserted.

At least 42 outdoor seats were available at the 
opening.

To gain additional seating per city code, AMI Plaza 
owner Mike Hynds must apply for an outdoor dining 
permit, Titsworth said.

Police Chief Bill Tokajer said the Freckled Fin 
removed the outdoor bar within 48 hours of receiving 
notice from code enforcement. 

But, Tokajer said the question of seating was less 
clear cut, and would require clarification from the 
building department.
 Titsworth initially made her inquiry about the 
Freckled Fin to city attorney Patricia Petruff, but 
Petruff confirmed March 17 that she did not respond.

— Terry O’Connor

PAC forms to pursue changes in Bradenton Beach

Reed Mapes, left, and John Metz, former Bradenton 
Beach Planning and Zoning Board members, are 
forming a PAC to support four charter changes. 
Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 Don’t tell this pair that you can’t fight city hall.
 There are two people in Bradenton Beach who 
desire change that they feel the city commission isn’t 
bringing to the table and they’re ready to lead the 
fight.
 Reed Mapes and John Metz, former planning and 
zoning board members, have a plan to register as a 
political action committee — Keep Our Residential 
Neighborhoods  — to collect signatures in support of 
four changes to the city charter.
 The signatures will push their ideas onto a munici-
pal ballot in November for a citywide vote.
 If passed by the electorate, the four initiatives 
would prohibit the construction of a multilevel park-
ing garage anywhere in the city; install a certified 
public manager as chief executive officer of the city; 
require city commission vacancies be filled by city-
wide election; and prevent future construction within 
setbacks.
 Last year, Mapes and Metz helped spearhead three 
charter changes — approved by voters — for the now-
defunct Concerned Neighbors of Bradenton Beach.
 The CNOBB initiatives, which passed Nov. 7, 
2017, replaced the city’s four-ward representative 
system with an at-large election; reduced residency 
requirements for elected officials to 12 months; and 
prohibited changes to the city charter by a resolution 
of the commission.
 Metz said the 2017 initiatives were meant to stimu-
late direct democracy and widen the candidate pool in 
the city.
 According to Mapes, a citizen-initiated referendum 
is the most direct way to “cut through the minutia.”

 “You can’t just change the city charter the way you 
can change ordinances,” Mapes said March 13. “The 
majority of the voters in the city decides.”
 Metz said KORN’s goal is to “keep the major 
issues in Bradenton Beach before the electorate so 
they are not just decided by five people.”
 “It’s clear what the people wanted and they haven’t 
given them that, so now we are trying to do it our way,” 
Mapes said.
 Mapes and Metz plan to circulate the petitions 
throughout the city, and if enough voters sign within 
five weeks of the election, the initiatives will be on the 
Nov. 6 ballot.

Parking garage
 KORN’s proposed Amendment 1 would “prohibit 
the building of any multilevel parking garages within 
the city of Bradenton Beach.”

Manatee County votes March 20 on school tax bump
 Will students in Manatee County see the school 
day extended half an hour?
 Will elementary schools get a dedicated STEM 
class? 
 Will teachers get competitive pay?
 At press time for The Islander, voters were heading 
to the polls to decide a referendum that would do just 
that. 
 The special election, which cost the school district 
$300,000, asks voters to approve or reject a 1 mill 
property tax increase to raise an additional $33 million 

for the school district.
 The tax hike would last through 2022, which 
means the county would have to hold another elec-
tion in four years or let the funding drop. 
 With the extra funding, the school board says the 
district can raise staff pay to be more competitive, 
increase the length of the school day by half an hour, 
and provide every elementary school with a science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics course.
 The school district says the extra 30 minutes would 
amount to a year of schooling for students by the time 
they complete 12th-grade. 
 In addition, the district argues that higher salaries 
could improve retention rates among Manatee teach-
ers. 
 However, opponents of the tax increase say the 
district should practice fiscal discipline rather than ask 
for a tax increase.
 Opponents also argue the special election was a 
waste of money, saying it could have been held in the 
general election in November.
 Cynthia Saunders, deputy superintendent of the 
school board, said the early vote would enable the 
district to make hires during the summer and add new 
courses, salaries and schedules to the 2018-19 school 
year.

The March 20 countywide  
school tax election results will  

be posted online on election eve 
at www.islander.org.

 Mapes said according to the city’s comprehensive 
plan, parking garages should not be allowed.
 “They don’t fit the character of the city and they 
will cause more traffic,” Mapes said. “More people 
will come out to the island because they will think they 
will have a place to park.”
 Additionally, the petition form states that left and 
right turns into and out of a parking garage from Gulf 
Drive would cause “further outrageous backups on 
Gulf Drive.”

Elections, not appointments 
 Amendment 2 would require seats on the city com-
mission “be filled by a city election.”
  Currently, commission vacancies — in the case of 
retirement, death, removal from office or other causes 
— are filled by appointment of the commission.
 According to the petition for the amendment, three 
of five city commissioners either were appointed or ran 
unopposed and 70 percent of commissioners serving 
in the past 10 years were appointed.
 Additionally, a commissioner who was defeated in 
the 2017 election later was appointed to an open seat 
on the dais.
 “With the wards gone, we should be able to have 
more competitive elections,” Metz said.

Setbacks
 The third amendment would “prevent the construc-
tion of anything, including but not limited to stairs or 
air-conditioning platforms within the setbacks in all 
zoning districts. The exceptions would be fences, util-
ity services and one driveway. All stormwater attenu-
ation shall be within the building setbacks.”
 “The lots are small in Bradenton Beach,” Mapes 
said. “If you can’t build in the setback, it’s a legal way 
to limit the size of homes.”
 Additionally, Mapes cited the distance between 
homes provided by setbacks as a measure to minimize 
noise problems in the city.
 He also said stormwater drainage in setbacks will 
become increasingly important as sea levels continue 
to rise.

City manager
 The fourth proposed amendment would require 
that a full-time certified public manager be hired as 
“chief executive officer of the city.”
 Mapes said, “The city needs to be managed like a 
business with a $3 million budget.” He cited the shift-
ing administrative roles of department heads in the 
city.
 Metz said running a city is “not exactly like run-
ning a business,” and requires someone who is certified 
in city management.
 “Having a city manager takes a lot of the politics 
out of the game,” Metz said. “It puts the city com-
mission back in the position of setting policy, not just 
day-to-day activities.”
 For more information about the KORN initiatives, 
email korninitiatives@gmail.com or call Metz at 619-
346-0711.

properties.
 Since July 2013, Tran and Hazen have been 
under city code and magistrate orders to remove 
the treehouse and pay a $50 a day assessment effec-
tive July 22, 2015, which is still accumulating and 
estimated at more than $50,000.
 As far as the city enforcement suit, Tran said 
she hasn’t been served with it, and believes the 
enforcement action should be put on hold until the 
constitutional case is decided.
 Tran called the setback “a big point of conten-
tion.”
 The owners previously argued the setbacks 
before 12th Circuit Judge Jannette Dunnigan, who, 
in 2014, upheld the board’s decision. 
 The owners sent the case to the 2nd District 
Court of Appeal, which declined a review.
 The city is expected to respond to Levin’s 

tREEHOuSE CONTINuED FROM PAGE 1
motion the week of March 19, according to attor-
ney Jim Dye, a principal in Dye Harrison with city 
attorney Patricia Petruff. Dye has handled the city’s 
treehouse matter since 2013.
 Dye said March 16 in a phone call with The 
Islander, this newest case “looks very familiar, and 
it’s already been raised and rejected by Judge Dun-
nigan and the 2nd DCA.”
 He also said Levin’s argument contending 
state law “leaves no room for the city’s ordinance” 
is “wrong.” State law requires the state “to work 
together” with municipalities, Dye said.
 He added that Tran and Hazen appear to be 
“ducking service” on the enforcement action the 
city filed in February.
 The owners’ losses also include the case they 
attempted to have heard by the u.S. Supreme Court, 
which declined to hear the matter in January.
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SHOP SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE & AT BEALLSFLORIDA.COM

Go to BeallsFlorida.com 
for hours & locations. 

Bealls Stores & BeallsFlorida.com are operated by 
Bealls Stores, Inc. and Beall’s Westgate Corporation. GE01

$10 bealls 
buck$

FOR EVERY $50 YOU SPEND

GET Receive $10 Bealls Bucks (March 21-24, 2018) when you make a qualifying merchandise purchase of 
$50 or more (before taxes) in Bealls Stores only. Maximum of $120 Bealls Bucks awarded per guest. 
Bealls Bucks have no cash value and can be redeemed in-store (March 25-27, 2018) only at Bealls 
Stores. Bealls Bucks must be presented and surrendered at time of purchase; any remaining balance 
will be forfeited. Bealls Bucks cannot be earned on purchases of gift cards or applied to prior purchases, 
gift cards, taxes or existing Bealls Florida credit balances. Bealls Bucks will be applied before any per-
cent off total purchase discounts. Offer cannot be earned or combined with Employee discount. OP13

† Receive 200 points for joining Coast2Coast Rewards®. † † Subject to credit 
approval. Comenity Bank issues the Bealls Florida Credit Card. This Program is 
NOT affiliated with or related to the Bealls Outlet Rewards Program in any way. 
Coast2Coast Rewards® program is provided by Bealls Stores, Inc. which is solely 
responsible for the Program operation. Bealls Stores, Inc. may change the terms 
of the Program at any time. For full Rewards Terms and Conditions, please visit 
www.beallsflorida.com/online/rewards.

 • $1 = 2 points when you use your Bealls Florida Credit Card† † 
 • $1 = 1 point when you use any other form of payment 
 • $5 Reward for every 200 points (up to a max of $50 in a month)

Earn a $5 Reward 
for Enrolling!†   Rewards®

Use promo code SEASHORE on 
BeallsFlorida.com

Savings Pass valid for use on a qualifying merchandise purchase in 
Bealls Stores, by phone at 800-569-9038, on Click & Find® kiosks and 
on BeallsFlorida.com only. Savings Pass must be presented at time of 
purchase. Limit one (1) Savings Pass per purchase. Cannot be applied to 
prior purchases, gift card purchases, existing Bealls Florida credit balances, 
taxes, or shipping charges and cannot be used with Employee Discount or 
any other o�er. Dollar-o� discounts will be applied before any percent-
o� total purchase discounts. Savings Pass is applied to qualifying items 
on a prorated basis; returns will be credited at the return price on your 
receipt. EXCLUSIONS: Bealls Extreme Values, Bealls Outstanding Buys, 
Birkenstock®, Cobian®, Columbia, Hook & Tackle®, Huk™, Levi’s®, Life Is 
Good®, Melissa & Doug®, Natural Life®, Nike®, Nomad™, Oscar Mike®, 
Pelagic®, Reef®,  Sakroots®, Sawyer®, Simply Southern®, Suncloud®, 
Under Armour®, Vionic® and other brands listed at BeallsFlorida.com/
exclusions. Not valid at Bealls Outlet. Bealls Stores & BeallsFlorida.com 
are operated by Bealls Stores, Inc. and Beall’s Westgate Corporation. SP01  

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 - 
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018

SAVINGS PASS

EXTRA

 your purchase
20%

OFF
SALE, REGULAR 

& CLEARANCE MERCHANDISE

BeallsFlorida.com
TM

TM
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3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 941.778.0400

313 Pine Ave, Anna Maria, 941.778.0500

.

full service salon and spa off ering…
Hair ~ Nails ~ Massage ~ Facials
 Acupuncture ~ Body Treatments  
 ~ Bikini and Brazilian Waxing ~ 

AMI Chamber of Commerce
2017 Best Business of the Year 

Signature 
ISLANDER gifts
NEW! Mugs, $10 each. 
All-cotton AMI tote bags, 
$5. Plus white and tie-dye 
“More-Than-a-Mullet-
Wrapper” T-shirts, $10-$15, 
and AMI stickers, $2. Come 
shop at 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach, sandwiched 
between Walgreens and the 
bagel cafe!

Island happenings

 

The Curious Savage

d i

Students past, present
called to exhibit at AMIAL

 The Anna Maria Island Art League issued a 
call to artists to submit their work for a “Progres-
sion of Art” exhibit in April.
 The exhibition is open to AMIAL students 
“past and present” and all mediums are encour-
aged — painting, drawing, sculpture, jewelry and 
fi lm and digital photography.
 Submissions can be brought to AMIAL, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday — but no later 
than April 9.
 The entry fee is $15 per piece.
 The exhibit will open Friday, April 13, with a 
reception 5:30-7:30 p.m.
 The exhibit will be shown throughout the 
month.
 For more information, call AMIAL at 941-
778-2099.

‘Penny Flower Show’
arranged at Roser

 The Anna Maria Island Garden Club’s annual 
“Penny Flower Show” will be 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 21.
 The show is sponsored by The Islander.
 The event will be in the fellowship hall at Roser 
Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria.
 The theme of the show will be “Games People 
Play.”
 An announcement said show categories will 
include Twister, checkers, Apples to Apples, uno, 
Chutes and Ladders, tic-tac-toe, fairy garden and hor-
ticulture, with ribbons presented for fi rst, second and 
third in each group.
 Voting is done by the public, with pennies cast for 
favorite arrangements.
 Also, the club will raffl e baskets fi lled with goods 
and goodies, sell baked goods and demonstrate how 
to make “living art.” 
 For more information, call Charlotte Noyes at 941-
778-6758.

Fishing for reds
The Florida Maritime 
Museum, 4415 119th St. 
W., Cortez, will host a 
traveling exhibit from the 
Florida Public Archeol-
ogy Network, “Talking 
Smack: The Sailing Ves-
sels of Pensacola’s Red 
Snapper Fishing Indus-
try.” A reception will be 
5:30-7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 22. Islander 
Courtesy Photo

‘WILD’ art, owls, whimsy delight patrons
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Maria Green, left, Jill Green, ad Susan 
Smith of Longboat Key enjoy the humor of artist Nancy Matthews’ 
mixed-media sculpture, “The Arrival Chair.” Matthews garnered 

smiles from the crowd at the “Wild” reception March 15 at the Studio 
at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria. Artists Joyce Ely Walker and Ines 

Norman stand with one of Norman’s whimsical works. Fifteen artists 
participated in the show benefi ting Wildlife Inc. of Bradenton Beach. 
A rescued barred owl stares into the camera at the artists reception. 
Charlotte Mansur’s artwork honors Snooty the manatee. For “Saint 

Snooty,” Mansur recycled olive oil tins and other materials. The 
exhibit continues through April 7. Islander Photos: Sandy Ambrogi
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33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!
Ladies and Gents -- 2-year 

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

33 YEARS IN BRADENTON! 
8110 CORTEZ RD. W.

All pre-owned ROLEX!

service warranty, box and papers

40% OFF 40% OFF 
WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tue-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2 • ATM & CCs •  941-798-9585

Island happenings

need a good laugh? visit the emerson quillin signature store. humor, art, gifts
317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria • www.emersonshumor.com

EMBROIDERY! Purses & Bags 
Clothing, Towels, Cups, Koozies 
Apparel & Accessory SHOP. 
PLUS we do wash & fold, 
dry clean & drop-off laundry
service for family/commercial.
Free pickup for elderly.

5400 Marina Drive at the Holmes 
Beach laundromat
941-705-4603 • yptapparel.com

NEW ARRIVALS! Come check us out!

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

Under New Ownership!
Ali Severson

Hair.Skin.Nails.Massage

Open 6 days a week        

www.acquaaveda.com

941.778.5400

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

AMICCO to perform 
Bradenton concert

 The Anna Maria Island Concert Chorus and 
Orchestra will perform its “Three Tenors” opera con-
cert at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 25.
 The concert will be at 2 p.m. at Manatee High 
School Grant Auditorium, 902 33rd St. Court W., Bra-
denton.
 AMICCO’s website said the concert would fea-
ture guest vocalists Justin John Moniz, Daniel Gerdes 
and Adam Bielamowicz performing favorites from 
Giuseppe Verdi’s “Rigoletto” and Giacomo Puccini’s 
“Turandot,” as well as “new selections soon to become 
favorites.”
 For more information, including tickets, call 941-
795-2370.

Island Democrats to discuss 
immigration, dreamers

 The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club will hold 
its monthly meeting at 11:15 a.m. Monday, March 26, 
at the IMG Academy Golf Clubhouse, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton.
 The guest speaker will be John H. Dubrule, a 
Bradenton immigration attorney who will talk about 
immigration issues, including the status of Dreamers 
and the federal Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program. Dubrule is a member of the American Immi-
gration Lawyers Association and received the Cesar 
Chavez award for service to farmworkers in the area 
from the Sarasota/Manatee Farmworker Supporters.
 A buffet lunch will be served.
 The cost is $17 for members and $20 for nonmem-
bers.
 Registration will begin at 11:15 a.m.
 For more information, call Harry Kamberis at 941-
779-0564.

De Soto presents Florida 
history celebration

 Five centuries of Florida history will be told 
March 24 at De Soto National Memorial. 
 From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., period re-enactors will 
share history and demonstrate their crafts, skills 
and weaponry.
 “Walk through time as you explore prehistoric 
Florida, poke around a Civil War encampment or 
have coffee with dough boys and GIs from the 
Sunshine State who answered the call. Meet Span-
ish Conquistadores and 19th century craftsmen,” 
stated an announcement from the memorial oper-
ated by the National Park Service.
 The day also will feature activities for chil-
dren.
 Admission is free.
 De Soto National Memorial is at 8300 De Soto 
Memorial Highway, Bradenton.
 For more information, call the offi ce at 941-
792-0458.

Get listed: Send Island Happenings announcements and calendar listings to news@islander.org. The 
deadline is the Wednesday prior to the publication date. The deadline for the April 4 issue is March 28.

On exhibit
“When It Rains It Pours” by 18-year-old Brianna 
Donahue is on exhibit at the Artists’ Guild Gal-
lery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Donahue, 
a senior at Lakewood Ranch High School, is the 
Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria Island’s student artist 
of the month. She studies art with Terry Thompson 
and plans to pursue her studies at the University of 
Florida, St. Pete. Islander Courtesy Photo

Center invites public to 
check in for checkups

 The Center of Anna Maria Island will host LECOM 
School of Pharmacy students for a health fair Thurs-
day, March 29.
 The students will conduct blood pressure and 
blood sugar testing, as well as counsel people on their 
readings.
 The students also will provide information and 
awareness about diabetes and hypertension.
 A pharmacist also will attend the health fair, which 
will be 9 a.m.-noon at the center, 407 Magnolia, Ave., 
Anna Maria.
 For more information, call Chris Culhane at the 
center at 941-778-1908.

Center registering campers
 The Center of Anna Maria Island will offer a “Ball-
parks and Beaches” spring break camp for children age 
kindergarten through fi fth-grade.
 The camp will run Monday-Thursday, March 
26-29, from the center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria.
 The camp cost is $135 for the week, and there is 
an additional $25 administration fee for new campers. 
The registration deadline is Thursday, March 22.
 The center plans a fi eld trip to Bradenton for a 
Pirates exhibition game, arts and crafts activities and 
recreational fun.
 For more, call youth program manager Lisa Coba 
at 941-778-1908.
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The Islander Calendar
ARTS &

ENTERTAINMENT
ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Thursday, March 22
 1 p.m. — Meet the author with vicki Mickelson, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
 2 p.m. — John Stoffolano lectures on “insects and culture,” 
Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-6341.
Saturday, March 24
 10:30 a.m. — Island Gallery West art demonstration with 
Judy Saltzman’s “Just Add Water” lesson, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-6648.
Wednesday, March 28
 1 p.m. — Ringling College of Lifelong Learning Academy lec-
ture by Alex Beavers on “The Convergence of Art and Design,” 
Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Throughout March, Judy Saltzman exhibits her artwork in 
“Sea Escape — Celebration of Sea and Sail,” Island Gallery West, 
5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6648.
 • Throughout March, Artists’ Guild of Anna Maria exhibits work 
by photographer Chris Collins, Artists’ Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6694.
 • Through April 7, “Wild,” a visual celebration of the extraor-
dinary wildlife of Florida, the Studio at Gulf and Pine, 10101 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-6694.
 • Through April 8, Anna Maria Island Art League exhibits Bran-
don Scott’s “Under the Infl uence of Us,” 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.

LOOKING AHEAD ON AMI

 April 13, ArtWalk, Holmes Beach. April 14, Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce Beach ’N Food Truck and Music Festival, 
Bradenton Beach. May 3-13, Island Players’ “An Inspector Calls,” 
Anna Maria.

OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, March 21
 3 p.m. — Florida Maritime Museum lecture by Suzi Fox of Anna 
Maria Island Turtle Watch, 4415 119th St. W., Cortez. Information: 
941-708-6120.

Thursday, March 22
 5:30-7 p.m. — “Talking Smack: The Sailing vessels of Pen-
sacola’s Red Snapper Fishing Industry” exhibit opening reception, 
Florida Maritime Museum, 4415 119th St. W., Cortez. Information: 
941-708-6120.
Friday, March 23
 10 a.m. — Stained glass window creation and process with 
artist Janet Razze, Cortez Road Baptist Church, 4411 100th St. W., 
Bradenton. Information: 941-792-3279.
 6-8 p.m. — Music in the Park, Mosaic Amphitheater on the 
Riverwalk, downtown Bradenton. Information: 941-621-6471.
Saturday, March 24
 7:30 p.m. — “Dance, Swing and Sway” concert by the Manatee 
Community Concert Band, Neel Performing Arts Center, 5840 26th 
St. W., Bradenton. Information: 941-462-3188.
Sunday, March 25
 2 p.m. — “Three Tenors” opera concert, Anna Maria Island 
Concert Chorus and Orchestra, Manatee High School Grant Audi-
torium, 902 33rd St. Court W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-795-2370.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • Through May 6, “How People Make Things,” South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • “Sea Debris: Awareness Through Art” exhibit, Mote Marine 
Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, City Island, Sarasota. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-388-4441.
 • Second Wednesdays, Think + Drink (science), South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • First Fridays, 6-9 p.m. ArtWalk in the Village of the Arts, around 
12th Street West and 12th Avenue West, Bradenton. Also, Saturdays 
after the fi rst Fridays. Information: villageofthearts@gmail.com.

LOOKING AHEAD OFF AMI

 April 7, Manatee River Garden Club “Bradenton in Bloom” 
garden tour, Bradenton. April 8, Sea to Shore Alliance cocktail party, 
Bradenton. April 28, De Soto Grand Parade, Bradenton.

KIDS & FAMILY
ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Friday, March 23
 10 a.m. — Forty Carrots parenting program, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Tuesday, March 27
 10 a.m. — Preschool Storytime, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON AMI

 • Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m., Wednesday Night Blast, CrossPointe 
Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
0719.
 • Tuesdays, 3:15 p.m., after-school children’s choir, Roser 
Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-778-0414.
 • Third Tuesdays, 10 a.m., Winter Time Turtle Talks with Anna 
Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird Monitoring, Waterline 
Marina Resort and Beach Club, 5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-5638.
 • Terrifi c Tuesdays for community and families, 5:30 p.m., Roser 
Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-778-0414.

OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Saturday, March 24
 10-3 p.m. — Five Centuries of Florida History re-enactment 
and celebration, De Soto National Memorial, 8300 De Soto Memorial 
Highway, Bradenton. Information: 941-792-0458.

ONGOING OFF AMI

 • First Saturdays, Family Night at the Museum, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • Fourth Wednesdays, “Stelliferous Live” star talk, South Florida 
Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 
941-746-4131.

GAMES, SPORTS
& OUTDOORS

ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, March 28
  4 p.m. — Chess club, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m., horseshoes pitched, 
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • Thursdays, 7-9 p.m., through March 29, Annie Silver Com-
munity Center bingo games, 103 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-778-3580.
 • Fridays, usually at 11:30 a.m., mahjong games, Island Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341. 
 • Second and fourth Fridays, 6 p.m., Center of Anna Maria 
Island bingo games, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Fee applies. 
Information: 941-778-1908.

Golf goes to the dogs!

Proceeds Benefi t Moonracer
For more information, golf signup 

and sponsor opportunities, call Toni 
Lyon, 941-928-8735 or email 

tlyonami@gmail.com 

Moonracer No Kill Animal Rescue 

Golf Outing for the Rescue
Tourney Golf and Awards Lunch at Terra Ceia Bay Golf & Tennis Club, Palmetto

7:30 Registration, 8:30 Shotgun Start ~ Saturday, April 28
Single Golfer $65: green fees, cart, lunch +2 drink tickets, awards & gift bags

Our Unique 2-Layer Design Actually Keeps Sand Off!

The oversized 60x80, 2-color blanket has a top layer 
of cool, fast drying, 100% cotton that allows the sand 
to pass thru to the bottom layer, keeping sand off you, 
your tanning lotion, drinks, etc. There’s also a large 
pocket to store keys, magazines or other beach gear. 
Also great for boating, camping and as a bed cover.

ORDER TODAY! 
Only $44.95 plus S&H; or $39.95 each for 2 or more

OR save S&H costs and pick yours up at  
Your Personal Touch at Island Shopping Center,  

5400 Marina Drive, HB

1-855-686-SAND (7263)
sandlessblanket.com 

PAYPAL, DISCOVER, MC, VISA, AMEX

There will be NO sand at 
the beach this year!

Sandless System

INTRODUCING … 

Get listed: Send Island Happenings announcements and calendar listings to news@islander.org. The 
deadline is the Wednesday prior to the publication date. The deadline for the April 4 issue is March 28.
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 • Mondays, noon, bridge, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m., mahjong games and instruction for 
beginners, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Infor-
mation: 941-778-6341. 
 • Tuesdays, 12:15 p.m., duplicate bridge, Episcopal Church 
of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-779-0881.

OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Friday, March 23
 5:30 p.m. — Twilight 5K/10K run, Robinson Preserve, 1704 
99th St. NW, Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 941-742-5923.
Saturday, March 24
 9 a.m. — Naturalist-led wagon tour, Robinson Preserve, 1704 
99th St. NW, Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 941-742-5923.

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Through March 26, Pittsburgh Pirates spring training, LECOM 
Park, 1611 Ninth St. W., Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 941-
747-3031.
 • First and third Wednesdays usually, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church Golfing for God, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Con-
quistador Parkway, Bradenton. Fee applies. Info: 941-778-0414.
 • Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m., ACBL open 
pairs duplicate bridge, The Paradise Center, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key. Fee apples. Information: 941-216-9600.

LOOKING AHEAD OFF AMI

 April 4, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island golf tournament, 
Bradenton. April 28, Moonracer Animal Rescue golf tournament, 
Palmetto. May 18, Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 19th 
annual Golf Tournament, Bradenton.

CLUBS & 
COMMUNITY

ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Wednesday, March 21
 1 p.m. — Anna Maria Island Garden Club Penny Flower Show, 
Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-6758.
Thursday, March 22
 10 a.m. — Quilting club, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Sunday, March 25
 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. — Mission Fest, Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0414.
Wednesday, March 28
 Noon — Adult coloring club, Island Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

ONGOING ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Anna Maria Island Historical 
Society sales of Settlers Bread, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Fee 
applies. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Second and fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m. Just Older Youth/
JOY Brown Bag Lunch Series, Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Thursdays, 9 a.m.-noon, Manatee County Veteran Services 
Divisions counseling and assistance, Island Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
 • Third Thursdays, 11:45 a.m., Successful Women Aligning 
Together meets, Bridge Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee applies. Information: 941-345-5135.
 • Fridays, Senior Adventures usually meets to carpool on an 
adventure or for an activity, Annie Silver Community Center, 103 
23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-538-0945.
 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
breakfast meeting, Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe, 4000 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1383.
 • Tuesdays, noon, Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, Bridge 
Street Bistro, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-
518-1965.
 • Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., through March, Anna Maria Island Irish 
Ceili dance social, Sandpiper Mobile Resort, 2601 Gulf Drive N., 
Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-779-1416.

LOOKING AHEAD ON AMI

 April 1, Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island’s Easter sunrise 
service, Holmes Beach. April 18, Anna Maria Island Garden Club 
Fashion Show, Anna Maria.

OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Monday, March 26
 11:15 a.m. — Anna Maria Island Democratic Club luncheon and 
meeting, IMG Academy Golf Club, 4350 El Conquistador Parkway, 
Bradenton. Fee applies. Information: 941-779-0564.

ONGOING OFF ANNA MARIA ISLAND

 • Second Wednesdays during season, Off Stage Ladies meet-
ing and luncheon, various venues, Bradenton. Information: 941-932-
2798.

 • Saturdays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. — Bradenton Farmers’ Market, Main 
Street, downtown Bradenton. Information: 941-621-6471.

GOOD TO KNOW
SAvE THE DATES

 Sunday, March 25, Palm Sunday.
 • Friday, March 30, Passover begins.
 • Friday, March 30, Good Friday.
 • Sunday, April 1, April Fools’ Day.
 • Sunday, April 1, Easter.
 • Tuesday, April 17, Tax Day.
 • Sunday, April 22, Earth Day.
 • Friday, April 27, National Arbor Day.

GET LISTED
 Send announcements for The Islander’s calendar to calendar@
islander.org. The deadline for listings is the Wednesday before the 
publication date. Please include the date, time, location and descrip-
tion of the event, as well as a phone number for publication.

GOOD DEEDS
 Looking for volunteer opportunities on or around Anna Maria 
Island? These organizations are seeking help:
 • The Roser Food Bank needs donations of cash and nonper-
ishable food. The pantry is administered by Roser Church at 512 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0414.
 • Moonracer Animal Rescue seeks volunteers to offer foster and 
forever homes for rescued animals. Information: 941-345-2441.
 Seeking volunteers for an organization or an event? Email 
calendar@islander.org with the details. Please include a contact 
name and phone number.

Located at Sunny Shores off Cortez Road 
Turn north from Cortez Road into Sunny Shores at 

115th Street West, turn left at fi rst STOP sign.

11703 40th Ave. W. • Bradenton
941-794-1226

Bring this ad for 5% OFF

Join us for OPEN HOUSE 
9-4 Friday March 23

and 9-noon Saturday Feb 24

MASSAGE BY NADIA
Call 941.518.8301

Massaging on AMI for 
more than 17 years.

Your place, your convenience.

M
A#

00
17

55
0

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Massage Therapy | Acupuncture | Yoga
2219 Gulf Drive N | Bradenton Beach 

941.778.8400 | www.alunawellness.com 

Holistic wellness 
center and spa 

Now off ering yoga and meditation in the 
ambiance of a healing Himalayan salt wall.

Watercolor workshop  
inked at AMIAL

 The Anna Maria Island Art League will host 
painter Lori Heintz leading a “Beginning Water-

color Landscapes & Seascapes” 
workshop.
 Heintz has a bachelor’s 
degree in fine arts from Michigan 
State university and a master’s 
of arts from Western Michigan 
university. She has been an art 
Instructor for K-12 Schoolcraft 

Schools.
 The workshop will be at 1 p.m. Monday, 
March 26, at AMIAL, 5312 Holmes Blvd. Holmes 
Beach.
 The cost is $50 for nonmembers and $40 for 
members
 For more information, call AMIAL at 941-
778-2099.

Heintz
Chris Smargisso, Slim’s Place owner and winner of 
the quilt stitched by the Eyeland Needlers to benefit 
the center, poses with the quilt and Needlers presi-
dent Joan Pettigrew March 17 in the center gym. 
Islander Photos: Bianca Benedí

Anna Maria kicks off 
farmers market

 The city of Anna Maria is finally kicking off 
its farmers market. 
 With the city’s liability insurance in hand and 
six vendors, the market was to open 11 a.m. March 
20, after press time for The Islander.
 The vendors include AMI Aquaponics LLC, 
a greens and herb company operated by Michael 
Smith; Mr Fun Guy LLC, a mushroom company 
operated by Bill Nelms; Tillman Thomas’s Pro-
duce, which includes fresh vegetables and honey; 
Himalayan salts by Cindy Thompson; Saucy Guy, 
a barbecue and salsa business run by Neil Currie 
and Jim Brannon; and Hahn’s Kettle Corn by Gar-
rison Hahn.
 The market will run 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays 
through May 8 at City Pier Park on Pine Avenue 
at North Bay Boulevard, overlooking Tampa Bay 
and the city pier.
 Mayor Dan Murphy obtained consensus March 
8 from commissioners to buy liability coverage for 
the city to hold the market. The cost of coverage 
is included in the vendor fee. 
 — Bianca Benedí
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Click!
 The Islander welcomes news of the milestones 
in readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, travels 
and other events. Send notices and photographs 
with detailed captions — along with complete con-
tact information to news@islander.org.

Out with the old
The aging playground at Herb 
Dolan Park on 26th Street North 
and Avenue A in Bradenton 
Beach soon will be replaced, 
including a new swing set and 
an increased safety “fall zone.” 
Commissioners approved 
March 15 spending $26,048.49 
for equipment and $5,137.67 
for safety improvements. The 
commission also approved 
$19,181.39 for new equip-
ment and $2,476.79 in safety 
improvements at Lou Barolo 
Park. The projects are being 
funded by sales tax revenue. 
Islander Photo: ChrisAnn Silver 
Esformes.

Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach share DOT priorities

Madeira Beach ferry company pursues Holmes Beach port
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

As car-less options to Anna Maria Island grow in 
popularity, a ferry operator headquartered in Madeira 
Beach is lobbying to establish a link with a landing 
spot in Holmes Beach. 

Six months after receiving a cool reception to the 
idea, Corey Hubbard of Tampa Bay Ferry & Taxi was 
back March 13 to address the Holmes Beach com-
mission meeting and remind officials of the option 
she and her father, Capt. Mark Hubbard, want to 
provide.

“Everyone I speak to loves this island but they 
hate the traffic,” she said. “We never want to be in a 
situation where we are punishing our visitors because 
of bad infrastructure.”

Hubbard, a fourth-generation ferry operator whose 
family business dates to 1928, noted it takes one hour 
to drive to Anna Maria Island from the St. Pete area 
even without traffic. 

“Folks in my community would kill for the oppor-
tunity to get down to AMI without fighting the Braden-
ton traffic and the island traffic once over the bridge,” 
Hubbard said. “These trips clog the roads and exacer-
bate parking issues on the island. A ferry connection 
would alleviate this congestion.”

The ferry would dock at Waterline Marina Resort, 
5325 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, Hubbard said. 

Hubbard said the Waterline location would serve the 
downtown area.

General manager Sandy Zinck confirmed Water-
line’s interest.

“We definitely believe there’s a need for ferry-
type service to the island and are interested in seeing 
that move forward should island officials approve it,” 
Zinck said.

The idea piqued interest at the Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce, too.

“I have spoken to Corey and indicated to her we’re 
interested in anything that would assist with transporta-

tion,” said Terri Kinder, chamber president, in a phone 
interview with The Islander.

Commissioners seemed more receptive to the idea 
than in September 2017, when they cited parking as 
a major issue.

Commissioner Carol Soustek said she would prefer 
the ferry provide service to the other island cities as 
well. She expressed interest in allowing the Hubbards 
to show what they can do during a pilot program.

“It’s an alternative that would be good for us to 
use,” Soustek said. “I’m OK with a pilot program.”

Holmes Beach is being asked to waive parking 
requirements for waterborne transportation as the ferry 
will service guests of the resort and passengers who 
arrive by foot, car or trolley. The pilot program would 
determine whether the ferry places too much pressure 
on Waterline’s parking.

“We want to make it clear this operation is not a 
park-and-ride, but is a walk-up access point,” Hub-
bard said.

The Hubbards propose boarding up to 49 people 
at the resort at $30 a head at 9 a.m. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, arriving at Fort De Soto in about 40 minutes 
and later embarking for Egmont Key. The ferry would 
return to Holmes Beach at 4 p.m.

Capt. Hubbard has been trying since 2013 to estab-
lish ferry service to Anna Maria Island after being 
encouraged at the time by the Bradenton Area Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau and island officials and 
business owners. 

If Holmes Beach approves, the pilot program could 
be launched within a week, Hubbard said.

“Despite our background as a pleasure cruise oper-
ator, this ferry route is undeniably an opportunity to 
alleviate congestion and give visitors and residents an 
option to travel without sitting in bumper-to-bumper 
traffic,” said Corey Hubbard.

But Hubbard misspoke at the meeting when she 
claimed the Anna Maria City Pier, when rebuilt, would 
be required to include docks for a ferry.

Anna Maria Mayor Dan Murphy was quick to 
point out Hubbard’s error the day after the meeting.

The interlocal agreement sending $1.5 million in 
Manatee County Tourist Development Council funds 
to the pier project does not stipulate a ferry dock/land-
ing is required, Murphy said.

“TDC members, when discussing the project, 
mentioned a ferry landing would be nice to have, but 
funding is not contingent on that amenity,” according 
to Manatee County public information officer Nick 
Azzara.

Hubbard asked for a slot at a work session to 
address parking concerns, economic impacts and ways 
to prevent potential parking abuse. 

Commission Chair Judy Titsworth promised to 
include the ferry proposal on an agenda as soon as 
possible.

Meanwhile, another new ferry expected to start 
service to Bradenton Beach is on hold. Sherman Bald-
win of Paradise Boat Tours plans to ferry passengers 
from the Historic Bridge Street Pier to downtown Bra-
denton and Sarasota once docking issues are resolved 
in Bradenton Beach.

The commission will next meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 27, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

Corey Hub-
bard of Madeira 
Beach-based 
Tampa Bay 
Ferry & Taxi 
lobbies Holmes 
Beach city 
commissioners 
March 13  to 
allow ferry ser-
vice to Holmes 
Beach. Islander 
Photo: Terry 
O’Connor

The Tampa Bay Ferry 
& Taxi pulls up to the 
Anna Maria City Pier 

in Anna Maria in 2016. 
Operators Mark and 
Corey Hubbard are 

hoping to provide ferry 
service at the Waterline 
Resort, Holmes Beach, 

to and from Egmont Key. 
Islander Courtesy Photo

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

It’s an extensive and likely expensive wish list.
Holmes Beach Mayor Bob Johnson unveiled five 

project priority requests for the Florida Department 
of Transportation at the March 13 city commission 
meeting.

Bradenton Beach Mayor John 
Chappie did the same at his March 
15 commission meeting.

None of the requests will sur-
prise anyone following transportation 
issues on Anna Maria Island.

Johnson urged the DOT to move 
forward with replacing the Anna 
Maria Island and Cortez bridges, the 
two main spans connecting the island 
with the mainland.

The No. 3 DOT priority request 
involves the Complete Streets project, 
which includes improvements to State 
Road 789/Gulf Drive in Bradenton 

Beach and Holmes Beach.
Implementing recommendations from the ongoing 

barrier island traffic study comes in at No. 4.
The four projects for Holmes Beach from the study 

include extending the westbound State Road 64/Man-
atee Avenue West turn lane from East Bay Drive to 
northbound Gulf Drive.

“The purpose behind this request is to relieve con-
gestion in that segment of the corridor,” said city engi-

neer Lynn Burnett. “During peak holidays and vacation 
times, everyone who wants to go to the beach takes up 
that westbound traffic lane. People who want to bypass 
that to go north can’t get to their turn lane. The locals 
will have the ability to bypass all that congestion.”

Other projects include installing crosswalks with 
flashing lights, repairing or installing missing sidewalk 
sections  and installing a roundabout at the intersection 
of Marina and Gulf drives. The Holmes Beach city 
commission approved the list.  

Chappie’s Bradenton Beach list also was approved. 
He added requests for a sidewalk on the west side of 
Gulf Drive between the Beach House Restaurant, 200 
Gulf Drive N., and Gulf Drive Cafe, 900 Gulf Drive 
N., and crosswalks at 26th Street North and midway 
between 22nd Street and 23rd streets on Gulf Drive

The requests will be forwarded to the DOT and the 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
as funding priorities for future budget planning.

Johnson

Chappie
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Sheltered from the wind, there’s a private island paradise waiting for you to come ashore... where 
island-styled residences off er stunning sunset views, a deepwater marina provides direct access to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and dockside dining and boat drinks are served with a license to chill. Hurry, before this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity sails away!

MOVE-IN READY WATERFRONT RESIDENCES FROM THE HIGH $400s

Brand New Vacation Homes • Short-Term Rental Opportunity • Florida’s Last Private Island

OVERLOOKING ANNA MARIA SOUND

For more information, call today!
888-508-4680  |  OPHMintoUSA.com

12300 Manatee Ave. West, Bradenton, FL 34209

Lifestyle at One Particular Harbour

Live the

*Price excludes taxes. Costs of trip including airfare and expenses will be reimbursed up to $500 at closing. Purchase must be made within 90 days of One Particular Getaway visit. Receipts for airfare and expenses must be submitted in order to be reimbursed for exact expenditures. The reimbursement cost is 
not to exceed $500. This material shall not constitute a valid off er in any state where prior registration is required. The facilities and amenities described and depicted are proposed, but not yet constructed. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are merely representative of current development plans. 
Development plans, amenities, facilities, dimensions, specifi cations, prices and features depicted by artists’ renderings or otherwise described herein are approximate and subject to change without notice. © Minto Communities, LLC 2018. All rights reserved. Content may not be reproduced, copied, altered, 
distributed, stored or transferred in any form or by any means without express written permission. One Particular Harbour and the One Particular Harbour logo are trademarks of Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC and are used under license.  Minto and the Minto logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC and/or its 
affi  liates. CGC 1519880. 3/2018.

Introducing 
One Particular 

Getaway  
Only $229*

Purchase a One Particular Harbour home and your trip is on us!*

Anna Maria Island – Voted Top 10 Beach Sunset Views

Marina, Dining & 
Entertainment

• 3 days/2 nights in a waterfront home at One Particular Harbour
• Full access to resort recreation
• Use of Margaritaville beach cruiser during your stay
• And more!
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HB parks committee edges closer to dog park decisions…
By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

The gallery was nearly empty.
That may be a good sign.
The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautification Com-

mittee meetings on dog-park improvements have 
consistently drawn dozens of attendees in the past six 
months.

Just six people attended the March 14 meeting.
Committee member Joshua Linney said he 

believes people think the committee is doing “the right 
thing.”

It wasn’t so calm at previous dog-park meetings, 
where attendees sometimes shouted suggestions and 
criticism at committee members.

Much work remains to be done. The committee 
was advised by city engineer Lynn Burnett to finalize 
a master plan for dog-park improvements. 

Burnett was asked to give drainage-improvement 
suggestions but said it amounts to putting the cart 
before the horse. 

“Master plan first,” she said. “Once all that is done, 
we would do an engineered drainage plan.”

Burnett said pumps to help drain the dog park 
would be too expensive to maintain and install. She 
went no further in her suggestions.

“Look at all proposed improvements, do the mod-
eling and then we will put drainage systems in to sup-
port the proposed infrastructure,” Burnett advised.

Chair Zan Fuller said the committee must balance 

need versus want. 
“I’m not saying down the road we won’t approve 

additional items,” she said. “How do we improve what 
we have?” 

City commissioners allocated $50,000 for dog 
park improvements in 2018. 

The parks committee so far has proposed roughly 
$40,000 in improvements, including a $30,000 fence 
with push-button or fob access. Two gateways are 
planned for the large and small dog park, according 
to Linney.

Committee plans include spending $4,400 for two 
water stations, $476 for two new benches and $4,330 
for four trees and 108 screening shrubs, likely coco 
plums, a small, spreading tree.

“We’re trying to soften the look of the park and 
make it eye appealing,” Fuller said.

Mayor Bob Johnson said the committee must focus 
on fixing problems.

“I encourage you to think beyond spending 
money,” Johnson said. “What’s the real goal? Does it 
satisfy what we are trying to achieve?”

The committee determined improvements to the 
28,000-square-foot dog park on Flotilla Drive next to 
Birdie Tebbetts Field will include plumbing, water sta-
tions, landscaping and benches.

Fuller suggested protective netting between the 
baseball field and dog park to prevent injuries. 

“For safety reasons that sounds like something we 
need,” she said.

The park now has a pavilion, benches and a water 
hose.

Once finalized, the committee’s proposals will be 
forwarded to the commission for consideration.

The committee decided expanding park boundar-
ies is beyond its scope.

“That’s a land-use change best left to the commis-
sion,” Fuller said.

The committee will next meet at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, April 4, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

 … and proposes Spring Lake Park, tennis court rejuvenation

Jay Benanav of St. Paul, Minnesota, said the Holmes 
Beach dog park needs an improved water station, 
more benches and trees and canine exercise stations. 
Islander Photo: Terry O’Connor

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

 The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautification 
Committee discussed a number of issues March 7 in 
addition to dog-park concerns, which have dominated 
recent meetings.
 Chief among them were the proposed renovation 
of Spring Lake Park; the adopt-a-spot beautification 
program; and upgrading county-maintained tennis 
courts at 6200 Flotilla Drive.
 “It’s a really challenging location,” said commit-
tee member Dennis Groh of Spring Lake. “It has salt-
saturated, poor soil.”
 Spring Lake Park at 6807 Holmes Blvd., formerly 
a residential lot, needs new landscaping and four more 
shade trees in addition to the four gumbo limbos just 
planted, Groh said. He estimated the cost of the upgrade 
at roughly $1,000.
 “Many of the plants previously planted at this loca-

tion have proven to be inappropriate and have become 
unattractive,” Groh said. 
 Any new plantings will require watering to become 
established, he said. 
 “Plantings could be timed to take advantage of 
the traditional rainy season to minimize the burden on 
public works,” Groh suggested.
 A southern magnolia planted in memory of John 
Molyneux, a former parks and beautification commit-
tee member, is struggling and should be re-planted near 
city hall, 5801 Marina Drive, for regular irrigation, 
Groh advised.
 The magnolia is special to Groh as it memorializes 
a friend, he said.
 “He’s the son of a gun responsible for me being 
on the committee,” Groh said.
 Groh’s detailed four-page report on Spring Lake 
Park improvements was adopted by the committee and 
will be assessed by the public works department before 

being presented to the commission for consideration.
 Committee chair Zan Fuller and Mayor Bob 
Johnson commended Groh for the report, which took 
months to complete.
 Committee member Joshua Linney then led dis-
cussions on upgrading the city tennis courts and the 
city adopt-a-spot litter control.
 Just two or three parks have yet to be adopted, 
he said. Any person, group or organization willing to 
adopt-a-spot can contact him by email at jlinney@hol-
mesbeachfl.org.
 upgrading the tennis courts will require coordina-
tion with Manatee County, which maintains the facility 
through its parks department.
 “The whole tennis area could use some attention,” 
Linney said. 
 None of the committee’s concerns, however, are a 
greater priority than the dog park, according to mem-
bers.

Jane Perkins and Laura Cohen 
examine a bleeding heart flower at 
the Wagner Nursery booth March 
17 at the Holmes Beach city field. 

Artsy, 
craftsy

Betty Brad-
shaw, Joyce 
Mulder and 

Midge Pippel 
examine jew-

elry March 
17 created by 

Kim Hup-
feldt, right, 

at the winter 
arts and 

crafts show 
in Holmes 

Beach. 

Ed Straight, of Wildlife 
Inc. Education and 

Rehabilitation Center, 
sits March 17 in a 

tent accompanied by 
Odie the screech owl, 

Barnabus the barn 
owl and Athena the 

great horned owl. The 
arts and crafts show 

benefited Wildlife Inc., 
which is based in Bra-

denton Beach.
Islander Photos: 

Bianca Benedí

Reuben Cardonick and Pam Gunter of 
Calypso Concessions prepare a batch 
of kettle corn March 17 at the Holmes 
Beach Arts and Crafts show. 

Holmes Beach Police 
Detective Sgt. Brian 
Hall gathers a snack 
of kettle corn and 
a cherry-flavored 
Italian Ice March 17 
at the Holmes Beach 
Arts and Crafts show. 
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2018 Penny Flower Show
Floral Theme: “Games People Play”

1-3 p.m. Wednesday March 21
Roser Church, Anna Maria

Sponsor The Anna Maria Island Garden Club

Poser Art: Paizly Patton

For a free hearing screening, call 941.795.2811

Here to serve you!
Dr. Jill Diesman — a graduate 
of Washington University, St. 
Louis, and the Central Institute 
for the Deaf, is skilled in 
diagnostic, rehabilitative and 
other services for hearing, 
balance, tinnitus management, 
and related audiological fi elds.

501 VILLAGE 
GREEN PKWY., 
STE. 16, 
BRADENTON

Protect the things you love.
941-244-4743

Holmes Beach steps up to reduce cycling, pedestrian dangers

Holmes Beach cyclist 
endorses safety plans

Willem Bartelsman, the late founder of the Anna 
Maria Island Orchestra and Chorus, often would cycle 
through Holmes Beach with his wife, Mathilda, said 
son and pilot Bart Bartelsman in a phone call from 
Hampton Airfield, New Hampshire.

After they bought their Holmes Beach home in 
1986 until his dad’s death in 2012, his parents lobbied 
to reduce traffic congestion on the island, he said.

Three years ago, Bartelsman followed his parents’ 
path. 

“I would come to the island without renting a car 
or driving,” he said in a letter to The Islander. “It was 
quicker to travel by bicycle and stay off the treacher-
ous main roads.”

Bartelsman endorsed making the island safer for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

“In my 66 years, I have seen too much incidental 
injury,” he wrote. “A bicycle rider is no match for a 
3,000-pound vehicle traveling 25 to 30 mph.”

Bartelsman still rides a black Biria step-through 
bike. 

“It’s the only one of its kind on the island,” he 
said.

Recognizing island reality is now required, he 
said.

“You can’t stop the cars,” Bartelsman said. “You 
can’t put a toll gate up on the island. All you can do is 
invest in infrastructure and make it safer.”

— Terry O’Connor

By Terry O’Connor
Islander Reporter

Sometimes a casual cycling trip through Holmes 
Beach turns into a white-knuckle thrill ride.

 Tight, winding roads teeming with vehicles, 
pedestrians, golf carts and bikes converge in pinch 
points throughout the city. 

“It’s very scary out there,” said Commissioner Rick 
Hurst at the March 1 commission meeting. “It’s not a 
matter of if, but when, something bad will happen.” 

Hurst said he’s seen families of four riding together 
and envisions just how close they are to a tragic acci-
dent.

“If somebody just touches somebody’s tire or 
something, there’s no margin for error,” he said.

Other cyclists shared Hurst’s concerns.
“I’ve had my bike mirror knocked off my bike,” 

said Loretta Estherbrook of Holmes Beach. “I’ve 
nearly been hit by a trolley. Sometimes, the roads are 
just not safe. I just want to see improvement.”

Commissioner Pat Morton echoed Estherbrook.
“I bike all the time out here,” Morton said. “Some 

days, it gets very scary in certain areas.” 
Resident Tom O’Brien said he has given up 

cycling.
“I don’t ride my bike anymore,” O’Brien said. “I 

feel it puts me in a dangerous situation.”
City engineer Lynn Burnett is working on two 

plans to improve road safety for cyclists in Holmes 
Beach: the state-funded Anna Maria Island Shared-use 
Nonmotorized Trail Loop and a city bike path. 

“Let’s give everybody a safe place to go,” Burnett 
said.

Burnett said existing 4-foot-wide city sidewalks 
should be widened to 8 feet for bicycles and pedestri-
ans along some roads.

Holmes Boulevard sidewalks should be widened 
first, Burnett said, because Marina Drive will be recon-
structed to accommodate the AMI SuN Trail. 

The Florida Department of Transportation is 
investing $25 million annually in Complete Streets 
projects, such as the AMI SuN Trail, to improve 
pedestrian and bicycle routes. 

The AMI loop, not expected to receive funding 
until 2020-22,  would loop from the southern limits 
of Holmes Beach to the Marina Drive intersection and 
from Longboat Pass Bridge to 27th Street North in 
Bradenton Beach on State Road 789/Gulf Drive. 

Sun Trail plans show two 11-foot-wide vehicle 
lanes with a 3-foot separation on each side for a paved 

10-foot-wide bike path on one side of Gulf Drive and 
a 10-foot-wide sidewalk on the other. 

SuN Trail funding will improve cycling and 
pedestrian safety on East Bay Drive and Gulf Drive, 
Burnett said.

Marina Drive pedestrian and bike path upgrades 
would involve local funds, she said. Burnett warned 
of the consequences of failing to widen sidewalks 
before Marina Drive is under construction.

“They will have no place to go, and then we’re 
really putting people at risk during a critical construc-
tion  project,” Burnett said. 

She said signage, striping and a handful of flash-
ing beacons could be installed at critical crossings for 
less than the $150,000 budgeted by the commission 
for the bike path this year.

“Where we have sufficient right of way, it makes 
sense to widen the sidewalks,” she said. “Striping and 
signage is your low-hanging fruit.”

Burnett is working to dispel misconceptions 
about the Holmes Beach bike path, which would be 
used by cyclists, in-line skaters, walkers and people 
pushing strollers. 

The path would be marked only by signs advising 
motorists to share the road with cyclists and striping 
on existing east-west connector roads, she said. 

“People will know, when they follow the path and 
want to cross the street, that intersection will have a 
flashing beacon,” Burnett said.

The bike path will channel users to safe crossings 
as they head to the beach, Burnett said. 

Estherbrook said she just wants to see progress.
“I’ve been assured by this commission in the past 

that we would improve our bike trails,” she said. “I 
appreciate the fact I see movement here with the SuN 
Trail and now with using concession dollars to make 
improvements to bike trails around here.”

Holmes Beach Commission Chair Judy Titsworth 

said she will schedule a bike-path improvement dis-
cussion for a work session.

The commission will meet for a work session at 
6 p.m. Tuesday, March 27, at 5801 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
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Bradenton Beach dismisses historic preservation ordinance

Resident seeks variance for lift in Bradenton Beach

Bradenton Beach officials are looking for ways to 
save older houses, such as this 1952 cottage that is 
being offered for sale on Fifth Street South.  Islander 
Photo: ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 Bradenton Beach started on a path to help preserve 
older homes.
 But a historic preservation ordinance — similar to 
one in Anna Maria — will not be part of the solution 
for the southernmost island city.
 The city would like to support preservation of 
older, ground-level homes, but also must contend 
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency rule 
restricting remodeling to 50 percent of a structure’s 
assessed value.
 At the March 15 commission meeting, city attor-
ney Ricinda Perry said she researched the usefulness 
of a historic preservation ordinance and, it appeared 
to her, such an ordinance would not benefit owners 
interested in remodeling an older home.
 At its previous meeting, the commission directed 
Perry and city planner Alan Garrett, who helped draft 
Anna Maria’s historic preservation ordinance, to 
research a similar ordinance for Bradenton Beach.
 Perry said when weighing the pros and cons of 
a historic preservation ordinance, she determined it 
would not give the city an advantage with respect to 
FEMA.
 Additionally, she said a board would be burden-
some without much benefit, and would need to include 
surveys and reports to the state.
 The discussion arose when the commission opted 
at its March 1 meeting not to extend the moratorium 

on building homes with more than four bedrooms in 
residential areas of the city.
 The commission was considering the ordinance 
as a way to encourage people not to demolish older, 
smaller homes in favor of new, larger vacation rent-
als.
 At the March 15 meeting, building official Steve 
Gilbert said under the ordinance, an owner would have 
to prove the historical significance of the home to be 
registered.
 If a structure is registered as historic, he said, the 
city commission may consider a variance to provide 
relief from the 50 percent rule.
 He said the community rating system would be 

negatively affected if variances are granted, thereby 
raising flood insurance premiums for everyone in the 
city.
 Gilbert cited an example when about 40 years ago 
the board of adjustments granted an abundance of vari-
ances — perhaps too many — which led to FEMA 
removing the city from the national flood insurance 
program for two years.
 “That was before we had a community rating 
system, but you can see that the federal government 
doesn’t take kindly to variances,” Gilbert said.
 He said the city could be retrograded and lose 5 
percent on insurance premiums.
 He said this would have the most impact on condo 
owners, where an association pays the premium for all 
the units.
 Gilbert said the city has a 20 percent national flood 
insurance discount and Congress is trying to eliminate 
these discounts. Variances are “the first thing they look 
at,” he said.
 Bradenton Beach Lt. John Cosby, who handles 
emergency operations for the city, said flood insur-
ance rates will continue to increase. He said FEMA 
wants to make the entire state a flood zone.
 “Do not, by any means, think they are going to go 
the opposite way or not do this,” Cosby said. “They 
need money in that fund and they are going to get it 
wherever they can.”
 Commissioner Ralph Cole, who suggested the 
ordinance, said he also researched it and agreed with 
Gilbert.
 “Looking into it, it just doesn’t appear this would 
be the solution,” Cole said.
 Commissioner Randy White said since the 5 per-
cent increase is not a guaranteed hit, perhaps the city 
should continue its research.
 “The CRS seems to be the pivotal thing this all 
rests on,” White said. “What seems to be sacrificed in 
doing that is the historical character of the city. Are we 
favoring condo-users over the ground-dwellers?”
 Additionally, White noted, it seemed to him Bra-
denton Beach, also a “historic city” similar to Anna 
Maria, should have a similar ordinance.
 Gilbert said Anna Maria has not appointed its his-
toric preservation board.
 Mayor John Chappie said he is OK with White 
continuing to research the matter, but he does not 
support everyone paying increased flood insurance 
premiums for single homeowners to gain the historic 
designation.
 White said he would continue researching options 
to help save older structures in the city.
 The next city commission meeting will be at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, April 5, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 Bradenton Beach is looking to keep residents in 
neighborhoods.
 Wanda Kandel, owner of a home at 1105 Gulf 
Drive S., is requesting a setback variance to install a 
lift — an open elevator — on the exterior at the north 
side of her duplex.

 The owner wants a 5.5-foot vari-
ance to the 10-foot setback allowed 
in the land development code to add 
the elevator, which would be 4.5 feet 
from the property line, if approved.
 At a March 12 hearing, special 
master Lisa Gonzalez Moore, an 
attorney appointed by the city, heard 

testimony from Kandel, a full-time Bradenton Beach 
resident since April 2017. Kandel lives on the third 
floor of the structure. She is requesting the variance so 
her sister — who has disabilities and frequently uses 
a wheelchair — can access the third floor.

 The first floor is for parking and the second floor 
of living space is a rental, according to Kandel.
 She said her sister plans to reside with her and she 
will be the caretaker.
 Mayor John Chappie, who lives several blocks 
from Kandel’s property, testified March 12 she has 
“done an amazing job” fixing up the home and he’s 
pleased to hear she’s a full-time resident.
 “I did not realize she’s a permanent resident and, 
as you know, we’re looking for permanent residents 
out here on the island,” Chappie said.
 However, he said his concern is the variance “runs 
with the land” and it’s unknown how a future owner 
might use the setback. He said Moore might consider 
putting conditions on the variance.
 “I would hope you can find some way to thread 
that needle as you look through the ordinances,” Chap-
pie said to Moore during the hearing.
 Moore closed the hearing, saying she would review 
the testimony and provide her final order to the city 
and Kandel within 15 calendar days.

Kandel

Volunteers gather at the March 17 Coastal Cleanup of Coquina Beach spon-
sored by Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources. 

Park cleanup 
improves 
beach
Michelle Leahy, 
Manatee County 
Parks and Natural 
Resources volunteer 
coordinator, adjusts 
“How Long Until 
It’s Gone?” a disply 
on the lingering 
impact of littering 
at the March 17 
cleanup.

Scott and Virginia 
Jones of Sun City 
Center search 
March 17 for trash 
in tangled veg-
etation near the 
Coquina South Boat 
Ramp in Bradenton 
Beach. Islander 
Photos: Kathy 
Prucnell

Roberta Samson of 
Kansas drops her 

collection of littered 
fishing line and hooks 

— deadly threats to 
birds and other marine 

life — into a black 
collection bag March 

17 during a cleanup at 
Coquina South Boat 
Ramp in Bradenton 

Beach. 
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WEDNESDAYS ARE BACK!

1707 1st St. E., Bradenton
Where Hwy 41 & 301 meet @ 17th Ave

941-747-3794
www.redbarnfl eamarket.com

Red Barn Plaza Area OPEN Tuesday-Sunday
(SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS)

“Best Place to 
Find Anything!”

Entire Flea Market Open 

8-4

ENTIRE FLEA 
MARKET

OPEN

8AM-4PM

Bring the Family,
Spend the Day

941.242.1452
Facebook: dream closets LLC

Twitter #dreamclosetsLLC
www.dreamclosetsllc.com

Check out our new showroom, less than 1 mile from I-75 on S.R. 64. 
8007 Lena Road, Bradenton

• Custom closets
• Media centers. 
• Offi ces
• Garages
• Pantries
Total organization!
. 
• We beat any competitor's price – guaranteed!
• Over a decade of experience locally.
• Family owned and operated.

WINNER OF READERS’ CHOICE YEAR’S 
BEST CLOSET & CABINET COMPANY

SPRING FUN SPECIAL
10% 
OFF 
ANY 

BB approves new county paving plans at Coquina Beach
People walk Feb. 28 
through the park-
ing lot at Coquina 
Beach in Bradenton 
Beach. The city gave 
approval March 1 
for Manatee County 
to resurface the 
lot with pervious 
concrete. Islander 
Photo: Chris-Ann 
Silver Esformes

By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes
Islander Reporter

 Manatee County is joining the island municipali-
ties in their efforts to improve stormwater drainage.
 At a March 1 meeting, Bradenton Beach commis-
sioners and the mayor approved the county’s request 
for drainage improvements to the county-maintained 
beach parking lot.
 Coquina Beach is zoned recreational, so the city 
must give approval for improvements.
 The proposal includes installation of 43,743 square 
yards of pervious concrete and 1,098 square yards of 
impervious pavement throughout the 23-acre park.
 The impervious — solid — surface would only be 
installed at access points.
 Garrett said the current shell-and-sand surface at 
Coquina Beach is compacted by cars driving over it, 
reducing the drainage capacity. The new surface would 
be a pervious concrete system through which water 
could percolate and drain.
 Additionally, the drainage system includes sensors 
to determine if there are clogs.
 “Thank goodness this is Manatee County, because 
this is not an inexpensive drainage system,” Garrett 
said. However, the county did not provide the cost for 
the project.
 Garrett said the county is requesting a letter of no 
objection from the city, so it can begin the state permit-

ting process for the project.
 Mayor John Chappie said a similar drainage 
system recently was installed at the Warner’s Bayou 
boat ramp in Bradenton and has helped filter residual 
water pollution in the area.
 He said city engineer Lynn Burnett, who also 
handles stormwater drainage plans for Anna Maria 

and Holmes Beach, might want to consider pervious 
concrete for some areas in Bradenton Beach, including 
Bridge Street.
 The commissioners and mayor unanimously 
approved a motion for the county to install the concrete 
and paving at Coquina Beach, and agreed to provide a 
letter of no objection.
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BEST 
Sports Bar,

Chicken Wings,
Place to watch 

sports!

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 
12 TVs! 

NCAA & All Pro Sports Packages
LUNCH & DINNER OPEN 7 DAYS 

 9701 Gulf Drive Anna Maria 941-567-4056
www.slimsplaceami.com

DAILY SPECIALS 11:30-5! 

BEST 
Philly 

cheese
steak 

in 
Manatee 

County!

❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)

    ❊ 
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❊ Truly Homemade Ice Cream
(yes, we really make it ourselves)
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SAIL: $20 PER PERSON

Whisper Sailing
Interperative Sail Tours 

Aboard 1800s-Design Custom 
Work Boat Built in Cortez by  
Whisper Captain & Naturalist  

Geoffrey H. Kendrick

Accommodates up to 6 people

4528 119th St. West., Cortez
NEXT TO SWORDFISH GRILL

941.713.5958

12110 Cortez Road W. ~ Downtown Cortez
Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 10-5 • 941-794-1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood
THE REAL DEAL, FRESH DAILY!

Seafood
fresh off 
the boat

or smoked!

Family-owned 
and operated

 RETAIL SEAFOOD 
MARKET

Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!

The Original
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LUNCH BUFFET
AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

Tue-Sat 11:30-2:30, Dinner 4:30-9
Lunch Sunday 12-3, Dinner 4:30-9

3608 E. BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH 
941-527-0123

www.theislandspice.com

The Island Spice

C8

FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.

As fresh as it gets …B5
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B5

FROSTED
MUGS

VOTED #1
GREAT 

BURGERS

VOTED #1
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY

B5

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY
OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL

FROSTED

EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
1952

Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS
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Yes, we deliver!
308 Pine Avenue | 941-251-4070

Come “Meat”Our 
Subs & Salads!
Featuring

A2

AMI CENTRE, 3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

5346 gulf drive
holmes beach   

941.778.5788

941-870-4349
www.kathleend.net

Sailing CatamaransSailing Catamarans
Kathleen DKathleen D

USCG Certi�ed to 20 passengers

Sailing from 3 locations
Anna Maria Island

Longboat Key

Downtown Sarasota

Let’s Go Sailing!

The Original
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LUNCH BUFFET
AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

Tue-Sat 11:30-2:30, Dinner 4:30-9
Lunch Sunday 12-3, Dinner 4:30-9

3608 E. BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH 
941-527-0123

www.theislandspice.com

The Island Spice

C8

FRESH SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT

Bayfront at 12306 46th Ave W., Cortez
941.794.1243

Coastal Living: One of the 20 best 
seafood dives of all time.

As fresh as it gets …B5
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FROSTED
MUGS

VOTED #1
GREAT 

BURGERS

VOTED #1
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY

B5

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 11-8, CLOSED MONDAY
OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL

FROSTED

EAT IN 
 DINE OUT

Established 
1952

Cold weather?

No problem, mon!

New weather

proofing!

Bradenton Beach     For other locations, visit OysterBar.net

• $4 Select Liquors • 50¢ off Draft Beers & House Wines 
• Buy One, Get One 50% off all Appetizers & Oysters

HAPPY HOUR ON THE PIER

Open Daily               8am - 9pm
Breakfast          8am - 11am
Weekend Brunch            8am - 2pm

STORE HOURS



22 n March 21, 2018 n ThE ISLaNDEr

Irish frivolity provides perfect St. Pat parade
Holmes 

Beach Chief 
of Police Bill 
Tokajer leads 

the annual 
Beach Bistro 
St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade 
March 18 as 
the festivities 

get under 
on Marina 

Drive. 

Grand Marshal of the 
20th Annual Beach 
Bistro Parade is Lola 
Rothmann, seated 
front right, accompa-
nied by her daughters, 
Susan Rothmann, rear 
seat, and seated far 
back, Pam Rothmann-
Cokes, along with 
their driver, Tahila 
Chinault.

Parents Morgan and 
Robbie Blackburn 
hold Elle Palmer and 
baby Lemon Louise 
as they collect beads 
and goodies from 
the participants in 
the Beach Bistro St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade 
March 18 in Holmes 
Beach. 

Kids and adults fill up the Small-Town Creamery trolley March 18 
for this year’s Beach Bistro St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

“Wee Ones” in the St. Patrick’s Day parade are led by a single bagpiper.
Bagpipers and drummers in the Dunedin Pipe Band fill Marina 
Drive with music for the 2018 St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Irishman Sean 
Murphy, chief 
parade instigator 
and owner of Beach 
Bistro, Eat Here 
and the Doctor’s 
Office, rides in the 
March 18 parade 
on a scooter.

Circus camels march in the parade March 18.
A member of the Serge Coronas circus 
family waves from atop a camel in the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade March 18.

A member of the Anna Maria Island Privateers 
reaches down to another Privateer as the service 
organization prepares the Skullywag for the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade March 18. 

Islander Photos:
Sandy Ambrogi 
and Bonner Joy

For more parade 
photos and video, to 
online to islander.org.
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Cortez friends join in saving family fishing heritage: Mr. Chris
By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 Cortez’s most celebrated character has a project 
— a task some might call impossible, futile, even fool-
ish.
 Others might look at his boat, Mr. Chris, with its 
cypress hull, stubborn barnacles, chalky paint and rust, 
and walk away.
 But Capt. Arnold “Soupy” Davis, 91, who can be 
found playing a mean fiddle at Saturday jams on the 
Florida Maritime Museum campus, looks back on a 
lifetime of commercial fishing and feels it’s well within 
his wheelhouse. And his friends are on board.
 The boat symbolizes family for Davis, and that 
makes it hard to let go. He inherited Mr. Chris, a shrimp 
trawler built by his brother, Marvin, and launched in 
1980 in St. Andrews Bay.
 “He, like me, was a commercial fisherman since the 
day he was ready to go,” Davis said of his brother.
 Davis captained the Karen J. Belle for 23 years, 
catching and hauling grouper, snapper and other deep-
water fish and, on the Best Bet, he ran charters and 
trips out of Panama City in the summer and Cortez in 
the winter.
 About 10 years ago, after his brother died, Davis 
brought Mr. Chris 400 miles from the Florida Pan-
handle to Cortez — a three-day trip steered old-school, 
by hand. The old trawler lacked the convenience of 
autopilot.
 After Davis and his one-man crew pulled into 
Cortez, Mr. Chris started leaking oil, and he’s been 

working to bring the boat back from the brink ever 
since.
 His friends wanted to help and the first order of 
business was to haul Mr. Chris from the water at the 
A.P. Bell Fish Co. docks to land.
 It proved not as simple a task as it seemed.
 “Originally, we wanted it to go to the boat works,” 
Cortez Village Historical Society member Kris Marti-
nez said, but that didn’t pan out — the boatyard closed 
in May 2017.

Capt. Soupy Davis scrapes barnacles from Mr. 
Chris, now in dry-dock at a boatyard in Cortez. 
Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell

Capt. Soupy Davis plays the fiddle March 10 at 
Music on the Porch at the Burton-Bratton Store on 
the Florida Maritime Museum campus in Cortez. 
Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell

Capt. Soupy Davis of 
Cortez works from the 
waterline on patching 
Mr. Chris at A.P. Bell 

Fish Co. in October 
2017. The boat took 

some blows during a 
tropical storm in 2016 

and Hurricane Irma 
in September 2017. 

Islander Photo: Sandy 
Ambrogi

 Martinez said she, Davis and others turned to 
Cortez Cove Marina, to haul the trawler from the 
water.
 But after losing its steering midway in the channel, 
the marina turned them away, fearing the boat would 
fall apart, Martinez said.
 Davis and crew set out again March 2, taking Mr. 
Chris to N.E. Taylor Boatworks where it was hauled 
out of the water to a trailer, and then to the boatyard 
at Cortez Road and 121st Street Court West.
 “We began at 8 a.m. and kept at it, until we got ’er 
done,” Davis said, reporting Mr. Chris weighed in at 
36,000 pounds.
 It’ll be easier for Davis to work on land and to 
prevent the unspeakable: “There was always the risk of 
it sinking,” Tom “Pickett” Reynolds, one of the people 
who came to Davis’ aid, said, adding “It’s a pretty neat 
old boat.”
 The community effort began with CVHS spear-
heading a GoFundMe drive in 2017, netting $1,600, 
and presenting Davis the money at a 90th birthday 
celebration.
 A good price on the haul-out from N.E. Taylor and 
Karen Bell’s permission to use the boatyard and trailer 
also helped Davis’ mission.
 “I probably shouldn’t have taken the doggone 
boat,” he said. “But I owed it to Marvin. It’s part of 
our family heritage.
 “As old as I am, it’s a kind of foolish project,” but 
he added, “I’m doing it.”

Cortezians attend a picnic with a dual-
purpose March 17 — St. Patrick’s Day 
and to honor longtime Cortez volunteer 
Ted Adams, who takes his plate for a 
refill. Islander Photos: Kathy Prucnell

John McDonald of Cortez honors Ted Adams 
with a framed drawing of a Cortez fisherman 
from the Cortez Village Historical Society 
and Cortez Cultural Center.

Ardeth Black, Kaye Bell and Kris Martinez stand by the St. Pat-
rick’s Day buffet March 17 at the Cortez Cultural Center.

Bob Landry ducks into a shed at the Cortez 
Cultural Center March 17 to show his latest 
refinishing project — a roadside mini-library.

Cortez picnic takes on Irish flair
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Pastor Rosemary Wheeler Backer

6608 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach ~ 941-778-1813
www.gloriadeilutheran.com

“All are welcome”

WORSHIP WITH US
SATURDAY AT 5 PM
SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM

Fellowship follows Sunday worship

simple cremations

$740
simple burials

$1,195

SoundChoiceCremation.com

Online arrangements available

Sarasota (941) 312-6371 | Manatee (941) 213-9234

WE LIKE 
LIKES

facebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

Islanders to observe Easter with sunrise service
A crowd gathers at 
Holmes Beach’s Manatee 
Public Beach on Easter 
2017 for the sunrise 
service organized by the 
Kiwanis Club of Anna 
Maria Island. Represen-
tatives from the island 
churches are involved in 
the celebration that takes 
place as the sun rises. 
Islander File Photo: 
Jack Elka

 The 54th Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
Easter Sunrise Service will take place at 6:30 a.m. 
Sunday, April 1, at Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach. The annual service draws more 
than 1,000 people.
 The Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe will be open at 
6 a.m. for the early coffee worshipers. Also, the island 
trolley will be in operation at 6 a.m.
 Organizers suggest attendees bring blankets and 
chairs for comfort, because the beach can be chilly at 
dawn.
 The Rev. Matthew Grunfeld of the Episcopal 
Church of the Annunciation in Holmes Beach will 
deliver the opening prayer.
 The Rev. Dr. Bob O’Keef of Roser Memorial 
Community Church and Deacon Matthew Nowicki of 
St. Bernard Catholic Church will read the Scriptures.
 The Rev. Stephen King of Harvey Memorial 
Church will deliver the sermon.
 The Rev. Ed Moss of CrossPointe Fellowship will 
deliver the offertory, and the Rev. Rosemary Backer of 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church will deliver the benedic-
tion. The service also will feature music.
 Collections at the service are shared among the 

island churches.
 For more information, call Sandy Haas-Martens 
at 941-778-1383.

Island churches observe Holy Week

Roser Memorial Community Church will host more 
than 25 organizations for Mission Fest on Palm 
Sunday, March 25. The church also will have ser-
vices in the sanctuary, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. After the services, there will 
be refreshments, fellowship and opportunities to talk 
with missionaries and volunteers. Islander Courtesy 
Photo

 Holy Week observances are planned at each of the 
island’s six churches.
 • CrossPointe Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 Palm Sunday service, 9 a.m., March 25.
 Maundy Thursday service, 7 p.m. March 29.
 Good Friday service, 7 p.m. March 30.
 Easter service on Sunday, April 1, will be at 9 
a.m.
 For more information, call 941-778-0719.
 • Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Maundy Thursday service, 7 p.m. March 29.
  Good Friday services, noon and 7 p.m. March 
30.
 Great Vigil of Easter, 5 p.m., Saturday, March 31. 
This vigil will be shared with Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church.
 Easter Sunday services will be at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.
 For more information, call 941-778-1638.
 • Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 Palm Sunday worship, 9:30 a.m. March 25, fol-
lowed by fellowship at 10:30 a.m. and a barbecue 
dinner at 6 p.m.
 Maundy Thursday worship, 7 p.m. March 29. 
 Good Friday worship, noon and 7 p.m. March 
30.
 Easter Sunday service, 9:30 a.m. April 1. An Easter 

egg hunt will follow worship, as well as a potluck 
brunch.
 For more information, call 941-778-1813.
 • Harvey Memorial Community Church, 300 
Church Ave., Bradenton Beach.
 According to the church website, services on 
Sunday is at 9:30 a.m.
 For more information, call 941-779-1912.
 • Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria.
 Palm Sunday services and musical celebrations, 
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. March 25.
 Maundy Thursday service, 7 p.m. March 29.
 Good Friday service, 7 p.m. March 30.
 Easter Sunday services, 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
April 1.
 The church will host an Easter egg hunt following 
the 10 a.m. service.
 For information, call 941-778-0414.
 • St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Palm Sunday Mass, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
March 25.
 Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass, 4 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. March 31.
 Easter Sunday Mass, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
 For more information, call 941-778-4769.
 Also, Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, will celebrate Holy 
Week, including: 
 Palm Sunday worship service, 10 a.m. March 
25.
 Maundy Thursday supper and service, 5 p.m. 

March 29.
 Easter Sunday services, 7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. April 
1, with an Easter egg hunt at 10 a.m. in the garden.

PLEASE SEE HOLY WEEK, NEXT PAGE

Founded 
1956

941-383-6491  www.longboatislandchapel.org
The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop
HOURS 9-1, MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, SATURDAY

Open Arms, 
Loving Hearts, 

Accepting Minds

Please Join Us 
6200 Gulf of Mexico Dr, 

Longboat Key

10 a.m. March 25, 
Palm Sunday Worship Service

5 p.m. March 29, 
Maundy Thursday Simple Supper, Communion

7:30 a.m. April 1, 
Easter Sunrise Service in the Friendship Garden

10 a.m. April 1, 
Easter Service in the Sanctuary

10 a.m. Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
Music Presentations in all Services

The Rev. Bill Friederich, Senior Minister

All are welcome! 

invites you to 
celebrate Easter
with us …

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

4408 Gulf Drive | Holmes Beach | 941.778.1638

Maundy Thursday, 7 p.m. March 29 
Good Friday, Noon and 7 p.m., March 30

Great Vigil 5 p.m. March 31

April 1, Easter Sunday
Services at 7:30, 9 and 11 am

Rev. Matthew Grunfeld  
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iaLoving Christ  •  Sharing His Grace  •  Serving All

941-778-0414  •  www.RoserChurch.com  •  www.facebook.com/RoserChurch

COMMUNITY CHURCH               

A NON-DENOMINATIONAL, CHRISTIAN CHURCH WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

MARCH 25

Everyone 
receives a 

Palm Cross

A Living Hope
PALM SUNDAY CANTATA
8:30 AM and 10:00 AM 

IN THE SANCTUARY
More seating available at the 8:30 service!

TERRIFIC 
TUESDAYS
5:30 • Dinner ($6)
6:15 • 3 Classes,
  The Groove
  for Youth!
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At your service
 Obituaries are provided as a community ser-
vice in The Islander newspaper to residents and 
family of residents, both past and present, as 
well as to those people with ties to Anna Maria 
Island. 
 Information may be submitted to news@
islander.org. 

 For more information, call the church at 941-383-
6491.
 • Christ Church of Longboat Key, 6400 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.
 Palm Sunday services, 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
March 25.
 Maundy Thursday service, 7:30 p.m. March 29.
 Good Friday service, 1 p.m. March 30.
 Easter services, 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. April 1.
 For more information, call 941-383-8833.

HOLY WEEK CONTINuED FROM PAGE 20

“Captain Craig,” 
aka Charles 

Craig, stars in the 
“Showboat Musi-
cal Spectacular” 
performed March 

11 at the Longboat 
Island Chapel, 6200 

Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat 

Key. Guests were 
treated to a wine 

and cheese social 
before the show and 

the comedy fi nale 
featured a surprise 

guest — the Rev. 
Bill Frederick, 

the chapel pastor. 
Islander Photos: 

Courtesy Katheryn 
Chandler

Showboating 
salute 
to musicals 
The Longboat Island 
Belle Chorus appears 
in the Showboat Musi-
cal Spectacular” at the 
Longboat Island Chapel 
March 11. About 300 
people attended the 
event. A free will offer-
ing benefi ted Resurrec-
tion House of Bradenton 
and Sarasota. 

A crowd gathers for Mission Fest at Roser Memorial 
Community Church in Anna Maria. Islander Cour-
tesy Photo

Artist to discuss stained glass at Cortez church
 Janet Razze, a local stained glass artist who shows 
her work at the Artists’ Guild Gallery in Holmes Beach, 
has completed a series of church windows at the Cortez 
Road Baptist Church. 
 “It isn’t often that an artist has the prospect to 
create stained glass windows for an entire church,” 
Razze said in a news release. “It was such an honor and 
privilege to assist a local church in creating a coastal, 
tranquil and refl ective atmosphere refl ecting the atmo-

sphere of Cortez.”
 She will talk about the windows and the process 
behind her creations at 10 a.m. Friday, March 23, at 
the church, 4411 100th St. W., Bradenton.
 In creating the glass, Razze uses many of the tools 
that belonged to her father.
 “I frequently feel my dad right next to me, guiding 
my glass cutter,” she said.
 For more information, call the church at 941-792-
3279.

David William Ambut
 David William Ambut, 61, of Anna Maria Island, 
died March 12.
 He was born Dec. 21, 1956, in Chicago.

 In 1988 he moved his family, 
including parents Anthony and Jose-
phine, to Anna Maria Island and 
began his career with the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce as a correc-
tions offi cer. He was promoted to cor-
poral, sergeant and lieutenant.
 After a 24-year career, lifelong 

friendships and countless stories and camaraderie, he 
retired in January 2012 as the administrative lieutenant 
at the MSCO Corrections Bureau. 
 He was never one to turn away a friend in need — 
especially if that friend needed to have a beer (or two) 
at one of his hangouts in Anna Maria.
 He enjoyed the company of friends and family 
more than anything. He joined the Anna Maria Island 
Privateers, his “pirate family,” in 2008 and earned his 
nickname “Tattoo” for his tattoo work. 
 In March 2011, he met Amy Lynn Trzebiatowski at 
Feeling Swell in Anna Maria and aboard the Privateers’ 
boat/fl oat, the Skullywag. By the end of the weekend 
they had fallen head-over-heels in love.
 In December 2016, they married.
 He was always welcoming to friends and family 

Melissa Summers
 Melissa Missy Elizabeth (Babcock) Summers, 
61, of Anna Maria Island, died March 13. She was 
born March 26, 1956, in Ypsilanti, Michigan, to Hattie 
Wolfe and the late Jack Babcock.
 She was a registrar at Moody Elementary School, 
Bradenton, until retiring in 2012. 
 She was the loving partner of Mikhail Babskiy. 
 A celebration of life will be private. Sound Choice 
Cremation & Burials in Bradenton is in charge of 
arrangments.
 Survivors include daughters Sarah and Megan; 
grandchildren Landen Crawford and Wulfgang Abel; 
and Babskiy.

with a big hug or pat on the back, and a laugh that 
made people forget they had anywhere else to go.
 Visitation will be 3-4 p.m. Friday, March 23, fol-
lowed by the service at Brown & Sons Funeral Homes 
& Crematory 43rd Street Chapel, 604 43rd St. W., Bra-
denton. A potluck reception will follow at Bortell’s 
Lounge, 10002 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. The family 
encourages “beach casual.”  Condolences may be made 
online at brownandsonsfuneral.com.
 Mr. Ambut is survived by wife Amy; children Jeff 
and wife Amanda of Bradenton and Chris of Hawaii; 
step-children Anthony and Ava of Woodbury, Minne-
sota; brother Tony and wife Kathleen of Hawaii. 

Ice cream and ministry a cool mix
The Rev. Chet Zarzycki stands March 11 with students from the University of 
Kentucky at his shop, Holy Cow Ice Cream, 3234 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 
The students had stopped in for a cool treat and returned later for the fellowship 
and worship led by Zarzycki, an ordained minister. Islander Photo: Courtesy 
Melinda Zarzycki

Ambut
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Tacos   Burgers   Seafood

Breakfast ~ Lunch ~ Dinner
7:30am - 10pm Daily

Live Music ~ Gulf View Patio
Happy Hour 12-6 Daily & All Day Sunday

Family Friendly...bring the kiddos!

www.WickedCantina.com

101  7th Street N., Bradenton Beach Fl. 34217 (941) 281-2990
NEW ~ Fall 2017!  1603 N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, Fl. (941) 706-2395

Cops & Court
By Kathy Prucnell, Islander Reporter

By Kathy PrucnellStreetlife

Sarasota man arrested for 
DUI in Holmes Beach

 Two fully loaded guns and ammunition were con-
fi scated after an arrest for driving under the infl uence 
in Holmes Beach.

 Holmes Beach Police Officer 
Tom Fraser stopped the driver of a 
Chevy Tahoe at 1:15 a.m. March 1 
in the 4000 block of Gulf Drive after 
observing the motorist run a red light 
at Manatee Avenue and clocking the 
vehicle at 50 mph. The speed limit is 
25 mph on the S-curve in the 4000 

block and 35 mph on the straightaway. 
 The driver, Stephen Gorski, 26, of Sarasota, was 
arrested for DuI.
 Officer Alan Desantis assisted Fraser, who 
approached the male passenger.
 The driver and passenger told the offi cers they 
were out after a Tampa Bay Lightning hockey game 
and were coming from D.Coy Ducks Tavern in Holmes 
Beach, according to police reports.
 Fraser asked what was in a drink in the console and 
Gorski allegedly replied, “I don’t know what you’re 
talking about.”
 Noting signs of impairment, Fraser asked Gorski 
to participate in fi eld-sobriety and breath-alcohol mea-
surement tests. Gorski refused, and he was arrested and 

Gorski Orlando man ordered 
to drug court

 Next stop, drug court.
 The case of an Orlando man charged with possess-
ing 1.1 grams of marijuana, three Alprazolam pills and 
driving on a suspended license was transferred to drug 
court.
 Twelfth Circuit Judge Deno Economou ordered 
Gaston Delgado, 27, to drug court Feb. 22.
 Delgado was formally charged in October 2017 
by the 12th Circuit State Attorney after, according to a 
police report, Holmes Beach police stopped him in the 
3200 block of East Bay Drive for erratic driving and 
in his vehicle found the drugs and an open container 
of alcohol.
 Drug courts were formed in the 1980s to break the 

Anna Maria man gets 
12 months probation

 William Doubet II, 33, pleaded no contest and was 
sentenced to a yearlong probation Feb. 26 for driving 
under the infl uence in Holmes Beach.
 Doubet was pulled over while driving with no tail 
lights at Manatee Avenue and Gulf Drive after 4 a.m. in 
August 2017. He listed a Bradenton address at the time 
of his arrest, but changed it to Anna Maria, according 
to court records. 
 12th Circuit Judge Renee Inman sentenced 
Doubet to a DuI counterattack program and evalu-
ation and treatment, if necessary, fi nding him guilty 
of the DuI charge.
 The judge also suspended Doubet’s driver’s license 
for six months, impounded his vehicle for 10 days 
and ordered an alcohol-ignition devise installed in his 
vehicle for six months. Doubet also was ordered to 
complete 60 days of public service.
 He was assessed more than $2,300 in court costs 
and fi nes, according to online records.

Enjoy Great Rates & 
Great Conditions 

Book Tee Times!
Online at 

imgacademygolfclub.com

Golf Shop:
941-758-1464

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy 
Bradenton, FL 34210

April 1,
Easter Brunch

March 22, 
Ladies Night
6:00- 9:00pm
$17.00 per person

12:30 & 3:00pm Seating
$34.99 ++ per person

Island police blotter
Anna Maria
 March 2, Bayfront Park, 316 N. Bay Blvd., found 
property. A city worker found a kayak and reported it 
to the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce. The kayak was 
taken by the MSCO for safekeeping.
 March 2, 100 Palm Drive and the beach, hazard-
ous material. A beach walker found a gallon of an 
unknown chemical and delivered it to MCSO, where 
it was placed in a hazardous-material locker.
 March 5, 300 block of Iris Street. A two-person 
kayak stored on a raised lift was reported missing.

Anna Maria is policed by MCSO.
Bradenton Beach
 March 9, 200 Bridge St. anchorage, unregistered 
vessel. A 23-year-old man continued jetting around 
in a personal watercraft after Bradenton Beach police 
warned him not to operate the vessel. The man was 
taken into custody and transported to jail.
 March 13, Bradenton Beach Marina, 202 Church 
Ave., warrant arrest. A 42-year-old Bradenton man 
who called 911 about people following and harassing 
him was arrested on a warrant. Police determined the 
man was wanted for a parole violation in Tallahas-
see. He was taken into custody and transported to the 
Manatee County jail.

transported to the Manatee County jail.
 Fraser also ticketed Gorski for running a red 
light.
 According to a police report, there was no one who 
could safely drive the SuV, so the offi cers arranged for 
a tow.
 The handguns, magazines and cases were found in 
a police search that was required before the tow. The 
items were placed in an HBPD evidence locker.
 Gorski’s arraignment is set for 8:25 a.m. Wednes-
day, April 4, at the Manatee County Judicial Center, 
1051 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.

cycle between drugs and crime and reduce jail over-
crowding.
 under the 12th Circuit program, judges monitor 
cases with praise, sanctions, arrest warrants and jail 
time.
 Drug court defendants are required to waive 
speedy trial rights, enter a plea, appear for an intake 
assessment and attend mandatory court dates.
 Delgado’s fi rst hearing in drug court was set for 
March 14, but later was canceled. As of press time, 
no other date was set, according to the court’s online 
records.

 March 13, 100 block of Bridge Street, warrant 
arrest. An officer arrested a 37-year-old man who 
police identifi ed as suspicious. After a warrants check, 
an offi cer determined he was wanted for a Manatee 
County parole violation. The offi cer took the man into 
custody and he was transported to jail.

Bradenton Beach is policed by BBPD.
Cortez
 No reports.

Cortez is policed by MCSO.
Holmes Beach
 March 5, Kingfish Boat Ramp, theft. Report-
ing money was stolen, a man told the MCSO he’d 
responded to an advertisement about purchasing 
a motorized bike but, he said, he may have been 
scammed.
 March 5, 300 block of 56th Street, disorderly 
intoxication. Holmes Beach police filed a request 
recommending the state attorney arrest a 69-year-old 
man who alleged another man was parked illegally on 
his property. The man began arguing with people and 
swearing at police, who responded and advised the 
vehicle was legally parked.
 March 9, 400 block of Holmes Beach, suspicious 
circumstance. Holmes Beach police checked on a 

house after a complainant observed damage to a door. 
An offi cer searched the property and all doors were 
locked and secured.
 March 11, 100 block of 81st Street, noise. HBPD 
responded to a complaint of loud music at 9:37 p.m. 
An offi cer reported hearing yelling and cheering in the 
pool area and measured the noise at 44-69 decibels. 
Police then found about 10 people playing alcohol-
drinking games in the backyard and issued a citation 
to the renter.
 March 13, Key Royale Club, 700 Key Royale Drive, 
fraud. Holmes Beach police are investigating a report 
of fraudulent checks being cashed on the club account. 
A suspect was caught while cashing another check.
 March 14, Feast Restaurant, 5406 Marina Drive, 
battery. A 56-year-old intoxicated woman from Con-
necticut stumbled into a woman and slapped a woman 
who was seated outside D.Coy Ducks Tavern, next to 
the restaurant. The intoxicated woman also had parked 
her vehicle on the sidewalk. HBPD responded and 
arrested the intoxicated woman and transported her to 
Manatee County jail.

Holmes Beach is policed by HBPD.
 Streetlife is based on incident reports and narra-
tives from the BBPD, HBPD and MCSO.
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Trial continued in 2014 Holmes Beach stabbing caseState drops DUI charges 
against Daytona Beach man

 A Daytona Beach man beat the powers that be 
when a video proved his vehicle didn’t cross the lines 
on Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach.
 Granting a defense motion Jan. 11, 12th Circuit 
Judge Robert A. Farrance excluded evidence from a 
traffic stop and ruled a Holmes Beach police officer 
lacked a “reasonable suspicion” for the stop.
 HBPD Officer Alan Bores stopped Colt Hankamer, 
26, for allegedly failing to maintain a single lane in the 
3300 block of Gulf Drive and arrested him for driving 
under the influence and refusal to submit to an alcohol 
test — charges since dropped by the 12th Circuit State 
Attorney’s office.
 On March 9, the judge also dismissed traffic cita-
tions relating to the stop, failing to maintain a single 
lane and provide proof of insurance.
 “The video of the driving pattern and traffic stop 
was played during the hearing and clearly demon-
strated that the defendant operated his vehicle in a safe 
and reasonable manner as he navigated the numerous 
S-curves in the road,” according to Farrance’s January 
order.
 The state dropped the DuI charge Feb. 23. Accord-
ing to a prosecution’s memo, it could not prove its case 
beyond a reasonable doubt without evidence from the 
stop.
 The prosecutor previously had withdrawn the 
refusal-to-submit charge upon learning Hankamer’s 
prior record in Texas had been negated, according to 
a Jan. 2 state memo.
 Bores had pulled over Hankamer in a black Ford 
pickup at 12:26 a.m. Sept. 17, 2017, after his vehicle, 
according to the police report, was observed crossing 
the center lines and veering into the bicycle lane.
 Although the vehicle touched the lines, the judge 
ruled it did not rise to a level of failing to maintain a 
lane that would have given the officer probable cause 
for the stop.

Andrew Helderman listens in a Manatee County 
courtroom Feb. 27 as Judge Edward Nicholas con-
tinued his case. Islander Photo: Kathy Prucnell

By Kathy Prucnell
Islander Reporter

 The trial of a 27-year-old man accused of stabbing 
his former Holmes Beach roommate almost four years 
ago is set for a do-over in May.
 Andrew James Helderman faces counts of 
attempted murder and aggravated assault in connec-
tion with his March 14, 2014, arrest, after police found 
him standing over a woman in a bathtub and holding 
a knife to her throat at 306 Clark Drive.
 Judge Nicholas Edwards granted his court-ap-
pointed Clearwater attorney Charles Lykes’ motion 
to continue the trial — and set it for the May 14 trial 
period — while Helderman’s pro-se motion to dis-
charge Lykes remained unresolved.
 The case was up Feb. 27 and Helderman was 
transported from his Manatee County jail cell to the 
courtroom, where he asked the judge about his pro-se 
motion. The judge continued the matter to the next 
day, when Lykes appeared, but Helderman did not, 
according to Assistant State Attorney Dickey Hough.
 Prosecutors have charged Helderman in four 
cases.
 For the stabbing, he faces counts of second-degree 
attempted murder, first-degree attempted murder with 
a weapon and aggravated assault.
 Helderman also was charged for illegally possess-
ing a bang stick, resisting an officer in jail and bringing 
contraband into a detention facility.
 In seeking a postponement from the March trial 
period, Lykes told the court he expected Helderman 
to abandon his pro-se motion.
 Hough said Helderman himself must formally 
withdraw the motion to discharge Lykes before moving 
forward to trial.
 Helderman has previously had issues with other 
court-appointed attorneys.
 He took over his own representation during his 
first trial Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 2015, which ended in a mis-
trial after Helderman was determined incompetent.

 The court appointed Lykes as Helderman’s attor-
ney in March 2017.
 Helderman is being held in Manatee County jail 
on a $185,000 bond.
 He was previously convicted in Glades County 
and released in November 2012 in connection with a 
juvenile facility escape, including an aggravated bat-
tery with a deadly weapon, according to the Florida 
Department of Corrections website.

Island watch
 To report information on island crime, call 
the MCSO Anna Maria substation, 941-708-8899; 
Bradenton Beach police, 941-778-6311; or Holmes 
Beach police, 941-708-5804.
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941.778.6614 
3007 GULF DRIVE HOLMES BEACH 

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED!

OPEN 7 DAYS

CATERING – we deliver
 for large parties

$10 DINER MUGS

@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB

Click!
 The Islander welcomes news of the milestones 
in readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, births, 
deaths, travels and other events. Submit notices and 
photographs to news@islander.org.

Anna Maria Oyster Bar

You'll feel like family!

Visit us online for menu,
specials, locations, & more 

at OysterBar.net

Taco Tuesday!
Your Choice: Asada, Pastor, Chorizo,
Carnitas, Shredded Chicken and Beef.
Lunch Specials Mon-Fri 10-2 $6.49

We also cater events!
Mon. 10-8 | Tues-Thurs. 9-8  | Fri-Sat. 9-9

8799 Cortez Rd. W., Cortez

941.795.4898
Also at 1156 Washington Blvd, 

Sarasota, 941-552-8868

Turtle watch prepares for nesting season — birds and sea turtles
By ChrisAnn Silver Esformes

Islander Reporter
 Spring has arrived, which means shorebirds — 
then sea turtles — soon will be nesting on Anna Maria 
Island beaches.
 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird 
Monitoring organization is preparing for bird and turtle 
season, according to executive director Suzi Fox.
 “We have a couple thousand stakes to get ready,” 
Fox said March 9, referring to the wooden stakes 
AMITW uses to rope off areas of the beach for nest-
ing shorebirds and, starting in May, to mark sea turtle 
nests.
 During sea turtle nesting season — May through 
October — AMITW volunteers mark stakes with data. 
Last year’s markings must be sanded or painted over, 
to make way for new data.
 AMITW volunteers monitor birds and sea turtle 
nests and report the fi ndings to the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission and Manatee 
County based on permitting requirements for beach 
renourishment. 
 The contract with the county, which starts annually 
April 1, calls for accurate shorebird counts, Fox said.
 She said she has been conducting biweekly bird 
surveys on island beaches throughout the winter.
 According to Fox, about 100 black skimmers — a 
species designated threatened by the state — remained 
on island beaches this winter.
 She said the group likely stayed because offspring 
were born later in the season, and the adults do not 
leave until their young have fl edged.
 Additionally, Fox is counting snowy plovers, also 
a threatened species, to determine how many migrate 
to the island this year.
 She said for several years, AMITW counted 11 
snowy plovers but, so far this year, she has seen eight 
birds, which usually arrive in February and nest in late 
March to early April.
 The first snowy plover nest on the beach last 

Turtle watch seeks 
volunteers

 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shore-
bird Monitoring is looking to expand its volunteer 
base for the 2018 sea turtle season.
 Volunteers must be able to walk 2 miles of 
beach one day a week at sunrise during nesting 
season, which runs May 1-Oct. 31, to document 
nesting and hatching activities.
 Volunteers need not be year-round residents.
 Training will begin in April.
 As for bird-focused volunteers, the call will 
go out around Memorial Day, when — and if — 
the birds arrive to nest.
 For more information, contact AMITW exec-
utive director Suzi Fox at suzilfox@gmail.com or 
941-778-5638.

Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird 
Monitoring executive director Suzi Fox prepares 
stakes March 4 for marking sea turtle nests and bird 
nesting territories in the coming season. Islander 
Courtesy Photo: AMITW/Pete Gross

year was marked for protection March 15 in Holmes 
Beach.
 Fox said black skimmers usually arrive on AMI 
and pick nesting sites by late May and, within 30 days, 

“if they like their site, they will be sitting on eggs.”
 For now, Fox and volunteers will continue prepara-
tions for the upcoming season.
 “We’re getting ready to hit the ground running,” 
Fox said. “First shorebirds, then the turtles return home 
to nest.”
 To report sick, injured, entangled or dead sea 
turtles or shorebirds contact the FWC Wildlife Alert 
Hotline at 888-404-3922.
 For more information about shorebirds or sea 
turtles, contact Fox at suzilfox@gmail.com or 941-
778-5638.

Don’t 
forget …

You can read 
it all online at 
islander.org

A least tern stands in an area marked by caution 
fl ags on the beach. The nesting areas are marked to 
protect the nests — which are barely visible in the 
sand. Islander File Photo
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Anna Maria Oyster Bar 

Pieron
the

Waterfront Dining at

Open Daily • 8am-9pm 
Breakfast 8am-11am • Weekend Brunch 11am-2pm  

200 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach, FL • OysterBar.net

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Tableside service with a bayside 
view on the Bridge Street Pier!

Call (941) 778-AMOB (2662) for Beach-to-Pier Shuttle!

941.778.1320
http://schnitzel.house
3246 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

Special: Cream of Mushroom Soup. 
Bacon-wrapped Filet of Pork stuffed with 
German sauerkraut spätzle and side salad.

HAXEN FRI-SAT NIGHTS (reserve ahead) 

Dinner Monday-Saturday 5-9

BAGELS & CATERING New
at Paradise Bagels

DAILY

For clean land, clean water, 
clean air

 “White sand!” Tourists say when asked what’s 
most appealing about Anna Maria Island’s beaches.
 They might describe the sand as sugar-white, soft 

and fi ne.
 But even more appealing than 
the texture or color of the sand is the 
cleanliness of our island beaches.
 Occasionally I come across 
cigarette butts, bottle caps, fi shing 
line and plastic bags on the beach, 
but without question, Anna Maria 
Island’s beaches are the cleanest I’ve 

ever walked on. I might hum along to “Margaritaville” 
on the beach, but I’m not likely to blow out my fl ip-
fl op by stepping on a pop-top.
 A lot of credit for clean beaches goes to the people 
who walk the shore regularly and pocket the wrapper 
tumbling toward the dunes or collect the cigarettes 
stuck in the sand and seaweed.
 Credit also goes to the volunteer teams affi liated 
with groups such as Keep Manatee Beautiful, which 
conducts two major cleanups a year — one in the 
spring and another in the fall — that remove tons of 
litter from shorelines and roadsides in the county.
 KMB’s next major cleanup, the Great American 
Cleanup, will take place Saturday, April 21. In this 
spring ritual, volunteers usually collect trash and recy-
clables from the beaches, boat ramps, preserves and 
well-traveled roads.
 The timing of the event makes the Great American 
Cleanup a great way for islanders to observe Earth 
Day, which is April 22.
 On the fi rst Earth Day, observed in 1970, people 
participated in teach-ins, sit-ins and eco festivals and 
they worked — planting trees, sowing seeds and clean-
ing up land and water.
 The movement that created Earth Day and was 
then fueled by Earth Day enthusiasts led to the creation 
of the Natural Resources Defense Council, the exten-
sion of the 1963 Clean Air Act and the establishment 
by executive order of the Environmental Protection 
Agency.
 The other day, I came across a collection of archi-
val photographs from the 1970s on Fortune magazine’s 
website, Fortune.com, under the headline, “How the 

Neff

By Lisa Neff

united States looked before the EPA.”
 The headline could have read, “How the united 
States looked before Earth Day.” 
 We, the people, looked groovy, but America, from 
sea to shining sea, looked bad.
 The photography feature lead me to the National 
Archives and Records Administration, which has cata-
logued about 20,000 images from the earliest days of 
the EPA and its effort to “record the state of the envi-
ronment and efforts to improve it.”
 I spent a lot of time looking at the photographs 
and thinking about now, as we witness the govern-
ment undoing of nearly 40 years of progress by the 
weakening of environmental regulations, gutting of 
environmental laws and selling of environmentally 
sensitive resources.

 Mark your calendars for April 21 and April 22. 
Make plans to make this Earth Day weekend a big 
one by joining the campaign for the Great American 
Cleanup and the campaign for clean land, clean water 
and clean air.

Save the date
 The 2018 Great American Cleanup was launched 
March 20 and continues through the spring, with Keep 
America Beautiful chapters nationwide conducting 
exercises.
 Keep Manatee Beautiful has scheduled the cleanup 
for the island and other parts of the county to take place 
9 a.m.-noon Saturday, April 21.
 For more information, call KMB at 941-795-
8272.

A burning fi eld in 
the Everglades near 
Marco Island. The 
undated image by 
Flip Schulke is from 
the U.S. National 
Archives “Project 
Documerica” series. 
Islander Courtesy 
Photo

Trash and tires litter 
the shore of Baltimore 
Harbor in 1973. This 
image, by Jim Pick-
erell, is from the U.S. 
National Archives 
“Project Documerica” 
series. Islander Cour-
tesy Photo
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You can read it all online 
at www.islander.org

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders

TideWatch
No red tide in Manatee

 Karenia brevis, the Florida red tide organism, 
was not detected in Manatee County the week ending 
March 16. Red tide was detected elsewhere in the 
region.
 For more information about red tide in Florida, go 
to myfwc.com/redtidestatus.

AM City Pier tides; Cortez high tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW Moon

March 21 3:27a 1.5 2:43p 2.1 8:29a 0.7 9:57p -0.2
March 22 4:37a 1.3 3:21p 2.2 8:53a 0.9 11:08p -0.2
March 23 6:27a 1.1 4:08p 2.2 9:09a 1.0 — —
March 24 5:09p 2.1 — — 12:31a -0.2 — — 1st
March 25 6:34p 2.1 — — 1:55a -0.3 — — 
March 26 11:25a 1.4 8:14p 2.0 3:08a -0.3 1:59p 1.3
March 27 11:39a 1.5 9:40p 2.1 4:07a -0.4 3:33p 1.1
March 28 11:56a 1.5 10:48p 2.1 4:54a -0.3 4:37p 0.8

IN-HOUSE PROFESSIONAL ROD REPAIR

ISLAND DISCOUNT TACKLE
5503 MARINA DRIVE

at KEYES MARINA, HB

Open Daily 7AM
941-779-2838

Major Credit Cards Accepted

 Visit us at … www.IslandDiscountTackle.com

By Kevin P. Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Bins Be Clean cleaned up last week, winning 
the adult volleyball title March 13 and the adult flag 
football league March 15 at the Center of Anna Maria 
Island.
 The volleyball league got things started March 

13 with a pair of matches in the cen-
ter’s gym. After laboring through a 
mostly mediocre season in terms of 
wins and losses, Bins Be Clean swept 
two matchs to win the adult coed vol-
leyball league championship.
 Bins Be Clean, which finished 
the regular season with a 5-5 record, 

defeated Sign A Rama 25-17, 25-17 in the semifinals 
before turning its attention to regular-season champs 
Slim’s Place. The clean team swept the match 25-17, 
25-19, taking the championship trophy.
 Championship night in flag football March 15 saw 
a pair of semifinal games with Bins Be Clean outlasting 
Moss Builders 40-34 while Beach House Real Estate 
scored an easy 33-7 victory over Beach Bums.
 The championshp game was a low-scoring affair 
that saw Beach House Real Estate take an early 6-0 
lead on a Don Purvis touchdown run, but touchdown 
passes from Ray Gardner to Chad Woods and KB 
Belton and a critical extra-point catch by Holly Belton 
gave Bins Be Clean a 13-6 lead.
 Clinging to the lead, Andrew Terman sacked Bins 
Be Clean quarterback Gardner, giving Beach House 
Real Estate one last shot, as Purvis drove them down 
the field and connected with Terman to pull within a 
point. But the Purvis extra-point pass to Ben Sato was 
knocked down by Chad Woods, preserving the victory 
for Bins Be Clean.

Cassidy

Bins Be Clean cleans up in center football, volleyball

Key Royale golf news
 Beautiful weather brought out the Key Royale 
regulars, starting with the men in a nine-hole modified 
Stableford-system match March 12. Tim Friesen and 
Wayne Patterson both carded plus-2 to finish in a tie 
for first place. Ron Buck, Dale Hudson and Bob Soos 
finished at plus-1 for a three-way tie for second.
 The women took the course March 13 for a nine-
hole individual-low-net match. Pam Lowry’s 1-over-
par 33 gave her first place in Flight A, while Carol 
Patterson fired a 4-under-par 28 for the low-net round 
of the day in Flight B.
 Fran Barford’s even-par 32 put her in first place 
in Flight C, one stroke ahead of second-place finisher 
Jana Samuels.
 Eileen Witzgall fired an even-par 32 to win Flight 

D by a stroke over Laney Davis.
 The men got back on the course March 15 for a 
nine-hole shamble. The team of Tim Friesen, Marty 
Hicks and Jere Rice combined on a 6-under-par 26 
to grab clubhouse bragging rights for the day. Second 
place went to the team of Jack Lowry, Hoyt Miller, 
Chuck Patrick and Steve Pfeil with a score of 2-under-
par 30.

Horseshoe news
 Three teams advanced to the knockout stage to 
crown the best players during March 14 horseshoe 
action at the Anna Maria City Hall horseshoe pits.
 Tom Farrington and Bob Lee drew the bye into the 
finals and watched as Gene Bobeldyk and Steve Doyle 
rolled to a 21-6 victory over John Crawford and Neil 
Hennessey. The final match saw Farrington and Lee 
outlast Bobeldyk and Doyle by a 21-15 score.
 Two teams emerged from pool play on St. Patrick’s 
Day and met in the finals. Jim Waller and Rod Bussey 
eased past Bob Mason and Hank Huyghe by a 23-18 
score.
 Play gets underway at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m., followed by random team selec-
tion. 
 There is no charge to play and everyone is wel-
come.

Sign up now for youth soccer
 The Center of Anna Maria Island is looking for 
players for the spring soccer season, which will start 
match play Saturday, April 14. The last day to register 
is Thursday, March 29.
 Mandatory player evaluations will be at 6:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 4, for the 8-10 division, while 11-13 
and 14-17 divisions are scheduled for 7:30 p.m. There 
are no evaluations for the 3-5 or 6-7 age groups.
 Cost for the league is $10 for members and $126 
for nonmembers.
 Players can register online at www.centerami.org 
or at the center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
 The center also is seeking team sponsors. 
 To sign up or for more information, call 941-778-
1908.

941-323-7892

THE ORIGINAL 
BAIT BOAT IS BACK!

LIVE Whitebait & Crabs
On the water at the Kingfish Boat Ramp

Adult flag football champs: Bins Be Clean
KD Belton, Chad Woods, Holly Belton, Joey Carder, 
Chris Culhane, Monica Simpson and Ray Gardner. 

Adult volleyball champs: 
Bins Be Clean

Sean McCarthy, Susie 
Garcia, Jon Coleman, 
Nate Talucci, Colleen 
McCarthy and Rather 

Welch. Islander Photos: 
Courtesy Center of Anna 

Maria Island
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By Capt. Danny Stasny
Islander Reporter

 As yet another cold front engulfed Anna Maria 
Island with chilly temperatures and windy conditions 
in mid-March, area anglers endured the elements in 
search of a bite. 
 And luckily, there was one — and it came in a 

black-and-white striped package. 
 Yeah, you guessed it. The sheep-
shead have arrived in full force and 
,not only are they biting, they thrive 
in cooler water. What a godsend 
during cold fronts. 
 To fi nd these fi sh and get them to 
the hook is not rocket science, so long 

as you know some of their habits. 
 The fi rst requirement is to be knowledgeable about 
what they eat. They like barnacles. And where do bar-
nacles exist? Well, just about any structure that is under 
water will have them. The most obvious places are 
piers, docks, seawalls and bridges. If you would like to 
delve deeper into the sheepies’ attractions, you might 
consider artifi cial reefs and wrecks. 
 Sheepshead also like eating crustaceans — crabs, 
shrimp and sand fl eas. So if you can fi nd areas where 
these crunchy snacks are present, you’ll probably fi nd 
a sheepie or two.
 Oyster bars are another attraction, as they are host 
to many small crabs and pistol shrimp. Heck, I’ve even 
watched sheepshead on the grass fl ats foraging for 
shrimp and crabs.
 Another habit to track in your sheepshead hunt 
is when they are spawning, which is now, chances of 
catching the fi sh in quantity increase because they are 
schooled up. The more the merrier. Especially for the 
anglers. If you can time it right, limits of these tasty 
fi sh — 15 fi sh over 12 inches per person — are attain-
able. 
 On my Southernaire charters, I’m doing my share 
of sheepherding. With air temps in the upper 50s to low 
60s and water temps to match, the conditions are suit-
able to target the carnivorous convict fi sh. On windy 
days, I’m staying in the Intracoastal Waterway and 
local bays and fi nding good action around docks in the 
wind shield on the canals. Most catches in these areas 
are 1-2 pounds.
 On the calmer days, venturing out to reefs, rock 
piles and wrecks is where it’s at. These areas are 
holding larger fi sh —some exceeding 6 pounds. Live 
shrimp on a bottom rig are producing plenty of bites. 
 I’m also fi nding some sheepies along sandy shore-
lines in the passes. What’s nice about this bite is there 
are usually black drum and redfi sh in the mix.
 Jim Malfese at the Rod & Reel is seeing the peak 
of the sheepshead frenzy as fi shers fl ock to the T-end of 
the pier in search of the zebra-striped fi sh. Pier fi shers 

Southernaire Fishing Charters

LIGHT TACKLE • FLY
Over 30 years experience in local waters • USCG Licensed
Full / Half Day Trips • 941.387.8383 (H) • 941.232.8636 (C)

www.captainwarren.com  Facebook: Captain Warren

Fishing Charters
Capt. Warren Girle

INSHORE
Redfi sh 
Snook

OFFSHORE
Snapper
Grouper

G C

Capt. Warren Girle
RE O

S
G

941.465.8932
AnnaMariaFishing

Guide.com

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

DOCKED AT SEAFOOD SHACK

CAPT. AARON LOWMAN

Cold fronts provide perfect sheepherding conditions

Stasny

using live shrimp as bait are catching near their limit. 
Most catches at the R&R are 12-14 inches, although 
fi sh up to 18 inches are coming to the deck. Casting 
baits under the pier deck among the pilings is proving 
to be the best method for a hook up. While targeting 
sheepshead, anglers also are reeling up fl ounder and 
an occasional black drum or pompano.
 Capt. Jason Stock is working offshore in between 
the windy days and cold fronts. While patrolling arti-
fi cial reefs, Stock is fi nding 15-pound kingfi sh for his 
clients. Trolling artifi cials or live baits is attracting 
these high-speed migratory fi sh. Moving to wrecks 
in 60-plus feet of water is providing excellent action 
on amberjack. Again, artifi cials are getting the job 
done, especially large poppers quickly retrieved along 
the surface. Moving inshore, snook and redfi sh are 
routine on his charters. Live shiners are quickly 
being inhaled by the snook. As for the reds, target-
ing them in skinny water with lures is providing the 
best action.
 Capt. Aaron Lowman is taking clients on the hunt 
for sheepshead, black drum and redfi sh around resi-
dential docks and canals. Casting live shrimp around 
the docks and canals is yielding many nice catches 
of all three species. using live shrimp is producing 
other catches for Lowman, including pompano and 
fl ounder.
 Capt. Warren Girle is targeting redfi sh on the shal-
low fl ats of Sarasota Bay. Casting live shiners where 
mangrove shorelines and oyster bars exist is resulting 
in many slot-size fi sh, as well as a few over-slot fi sh. 
Most slot fi sh are 20-25 inches. The over-slot reds are 
up to 32 inches. Jig fi shing for trout also is producing 
good action for Girle. Drifting over fl ats where water is 
4-6 feet deep is resulting in many trout ranging 15-18 

inches. Lastly, during the colder days of March, Girle 
was hooking up drum and sheepshead around local 
docks.
 Capt. David White of Anna Maria Charters is using 
live shrimp as bait on cold days. Casting shrimp around 
docks and rocks is resulting in black drum, redfi sh 
and sheepshead. Bouncing jigs or deeper grass fl ats 
also are attracting a bite for White’s clients. Spotted 
seatrout are reacting to soft plastics combined with a 
jig head, especially when it is slowly bumped along the 
bottom around channel edges and deep grass fl ats.
 Send high-resolution photos and fi shing reports to 
fi sh@islander.org.

Laney Snell and McK-
enna Killian of Minne-
sota show off a couple 
of sheepshead they 
reeled up March 15 
while wreck fi shing with 
Capt. Danny Stasny of 
Southernaire Fishing 
Charters.

Kevin, left, and Jennifer Hupp, age 11, and Joe 
Vich, all visiting Anna Maria Island from Iowa, 
show off a trio of redfi sh, caught on a March 15  
charter with Capt. Warren Girle. The group  fi shed 
inshore using live shiners to catch redfi sh, fl ounder 
and spotted seatrout.  
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IT’S HOT OUTSIDE, 
STAY COOL
AC Tune-Up Special 

$7999 
Performance test, ACUV dye, 
up to 1 pound of freon. 
Exp 10-22-14. CALL GROOMS!

5608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 
941.896.7898

Expires 03-28-18

L IFE  AUTO HOME BOAT BUSINESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

 

www.fatcatcarpetcleaning.com

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Grout 
Cleaning

CALL TODAY 941.778.2882 or 941.387.0607

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!

WWHHEERREE‛S YOUR COMFORT ZZOONNEE??

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

14
26

59
6)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1975
Two Florida State-Certifi ed Master Plumbers

WE 
TWEET 
TOO

  @ami_islander  @ami_islander

✔ Home Check
If you need an honest and reliable 
person to check your home while 
you’re away, call 941-723-9908.
References provided. $15 per visit.

✔    US OUT!

MONTHLY BIN CLEANING SERVICE • Residential & Commercial

GOT STINK?
Are you afraid to go near your trash and recycling bins? 

Does your garage reek of last month’s dinners?
Bins Be Clean can wash it all away, leaving your bins clean, 

smelling fresh, and bacteria free. 

941-778-0020 
www.BinsBeClean.com

Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce president Gail 
Loefgren hands a surprised Scott Kuykendall the 
Newbie Award March 13 at the chamber award lun-
cheon. Kuykendall joined the group in April 2017.

Sandra Rios beams as she accepts recognition and 
a bottle of bubbly from LBK chamber president Gail 
Loefgren March 13. Rios is the Longboat Key Cham-
ber Member of the Year.

David Miller, left, of Cannons Marina, shakes hands 
March 13 with Michael Doll, chair of the 2017 

Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce, as he accepts 
the Chairman’s Award. Miller and other cham-

ber members were recognized at the 59th Annual 
Meeting and Awards Luncheon at Zota Beach Club, 

Longboat Key. Islander Photos: Sandy Ambrogi

The ballroom at Zota 
Beach Resort, Longboat 
Key, is fi lled with cham-
ber members and guests 
March 13 for the 59th 
Annual Meeting and 
Awards Luncheon. More 
on the event, page 35.

Dallas Green, left, holds a chamber scrapbook as Cindy Steiner and 
Michele Knuese look on. Knuese owns Florida Vacation Connections, 
where the trio work. 

isl
biz

BY SANDY AMBROGI



ThE ISLaNDEr n March 21, 2018 n 33

AME calendar
 • Thursday, March 22, 4-7 p.m. parent-teacher 
conference night.
 • Thursday, March 22, 8 a.m.-7 p.m., kinder-
garten registration for new students. 
 • Friday, March 23, 12:30 p.m. early release. 
 • Monday, March 26-Friday, March 30, spring 
break. 
 • Tuesday and Wednesday, April 10-11, third-
grade Florida State Assessment for ELA Read-
ing.
 • Wednesday and Thursday, April 11-12, 
fourth-grade Florida Student Assessment for ELA 
Reading.
 • Friday, April 13, 12:30 p.m., early release.
 Anna Maria Elementary is at 4700 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 
 For more information, call the school at 941-
708-5525.

2017 NAHB 55+ AWARDS  WINNER    2016 AURORA AWARDS WINNER

941.254.3330
sales@mirabellaflorida.com

SCORE THE LOWEST HOMESITE PREMIUM 
ON SELECT HOMESITES, THIS MARCH ONLY.

COME IN NOW TO BUY ONE OF OUR LAST 25 HOMES24

MARCH MADNESS 
8

SALES EVENT

HOMESITE PREMIUM

*

349,550
319,550

#151

* Restrictions apply. See sales associate for details. ©2018 Mirabella, Koral & Gobuty Developments, LLC. All rights reserved. 

10K
 ON SELECT
HOMESITES

By Bianca Benedí, bianca@islander.org

Frozen custard helps 
fundraise for AME PTO

 In the mood for frozen custard?
 A portion of sales at SweetBerries’ Bradenton 
location Thursday, March 22, will be donated to the 
Anna Maria Elementary Parent-Teacher Organization, 
said PTO president Nicole Teich.
 Located at 4500 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton, the 
store menu includes a plethora of custard fl avors — 
from snicker doodle to the tropical Caribbean Kick  — 
as well as shakes, sundaes, smoothies, deli sandwiches, 
soups and salads. 
 Teich said March 22 will be an ideal day for people 
to visit SweetBerries, to stock up their freezer with 
treats for Friday, a half day of school, and it’s close to 
spring break. 

AME second-grad-
ers don psyche-

delic costumes for 
their performance 
of “Jukebox Time 
Machine” March 

13. The production 
featured musi-

cal hits from past 
decades, includ-
ing selections by 

the Beatles, ABBA 
and Madonna. It 

was preceded by a 
fundraising dinner 

put on by Anna 
Maria Oyster Bar 

in the cafeteria.

Second-graders at Anna Maria Elementary dance onstage to “Jukebox Time 
Machine,” the second-grade play performed March 13 in the auditorium. 
Islander Photos: Courtesy Liza West

AME second-graders sing, dance, 
stage ‘Jukebox Time Machine’

“Anna Maria Island,” a pictorial history of the 
island by Bonner Joy, is available at The Islander 
offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. Joy is 
publisher of The Islander newspaper. She launched 
the newspaper in 1992 and she is a 41-year resident 
of the island.
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$10 each 
@ The 
Islander, 
3218 E. Bay 
Drive, HB. 941-778-0807 

tdolly1@yahoo.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

43 Years of Professional Service to Anna Maria Island

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS
SALES/RENTALS

HERON’S WATCH 10 minutes to beaches. 4 BR + Den. Excellently maintained, 
tastefully decorated.  No rental limitations. MLS A4142821. $359,000.

 BAY PALMS 3BR/2BA well-maintained, recent roof and other improvements, 
garage, pool, spa, private rear yard.  $583,500.

VACATION/SEASONAL RENTALS GULFFRONT PROPERTIES BOOKING NOW

Brock Real Estate Inc.

Greg Brock
REAL ESTATE BROKER

941-896-8822 
greg@brockrealestateinc.com

OVER 20 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Contact Rahime Juma 941-226-4395. 
Virtual Tour@ http://apertureestate.com/virtual?id=2059

Steps away from the beach on Anna Maria Island, this beautiful 4BR/3.5BA 
meticulously landscaped, pool house is beautifully decorated and is in like-new 
condition. 2,428 sq ft with 4136 sq ft “under roof” and much more in outdoor 
living spaces. 5 decks and balconies, outdoor living/dining, elevator, Jacuzzi, fully 
furnished and equipped, 6 wall mounted TVs and much more...

Open House 1-5 pm March 23, 24, 25

3103 Ave. E, Holmes Beach 
$1,399,000

CONTACT US TODAY
RENTALS@ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

WWW.ISLANDVACATIONPROPERTIES.COM

3001 GULF DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

DREAM VACATIONS
FOR YOUR

VACATION DREAMS

9906 Gulf Drive   www.annamariareal.com
941 778-2259 dina@annamariareal.com 

New Location
Same Great Service

Full Service Property 
Management & Sales
Dina Franklin (owner)

Licensed Sales Associate  
& Property Manager

SINCE 1957

‘We are THE island.’

Mike Norman Realty

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

For professional real 
estate sales, call a 
true island native, 
born and raised on  
Anna Maria Island. 
Marianne 
Norman-Ellis. 
941.778.6696

WE LIKE 
LIKES

facebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

Accolades, new cruises 
and island time

Smile, a fi lm crew is following you 
 Anybody who has been around Anna Maria Island 
and Bradenton for any length of time will know the 
name John Horne is synonymous with the Anna Maria 
Oyster Bar restaurants and also with giving to the com-
munity.
 Thanks to wife Amanda and his involvement with 
several nonprofi ts and events, the couple played host 
to a fi lm crew from the National Restaurant Associa-
tion as it recorded Horne presenting a check to PACE 
Center for Girls in Bradenton — one of their favorite 
nonprofi ts — March 15, at his restaurant on the His-
toric Bridge Street Pier in Bradenton Beach.
 Horne has been nominated for an award from the 
National Restaurant Association for the Anna Maria 
Oyster Bar’s leadership in an elementary school pro-
gram.
 The Dive reading program is looking for mentors 
—schedule and location for the reading program will 
be fi rmed up after March 21 — so Horne says jump in 
and read to a kid.
 Winners for the national award will be named in 
April.
 Meanwhile, we’re cheering for you, Mr. Horne!
Paddle wheeler takes to the sound
 Locals will soon become accustomed to seeing a 
large paddleboat wheeling through the waters of Anna 
Maria Sound and Sarasota Bay.
 The Bradenton Beach Marina launched service 
March 19 on the Anna Maria Princess, offering daily 
trips at 11:30 a.m. and 6:15 p.m. Sunset times will 
adjust as the days get longer.
 Both 90-minute trips include live music and meals 
will be offered on board. Morning cruises are $35 per 
person and sunset trips are $55. 

 For more information or to reserve a trip, contact 
the Bradenton Beach Marina at 941-778-2288 or visit 
the website at bradentonbeachmarina.com.
Shore still rising

Despite expectations of an early 2018 opening put 
forth by the restaurant owners in 2017, construction is 
creeping along at the site of the Shore on Longboat in 
the village of Longboat Key.
 “We are excited to bring something new to the 
waterfront on Longboat Key,” co-owner Tom Leonard 
said in June 2017.
 The foundation is fi nished and work continues, 

Anna Maria Oyster 
Bar owner John Horne, 
right, cooks pancakes 
at his restaurant on 
the Historic Bridge 
Street Pier in Braden-
ton Beach March 15 
for PACE Center for 
Girls members Jennifer 
Henry, Hope Matthews 
and America Arrieta. 
A cameraman from the 
National Restaurant 
Association, back left, is 
recording the action for 
a promotion. Islander 
Photo: Sandy Ambrogi

though not at the pace owners had hoped after an ear-
lier permitting setback forced new permits and a new 
contractor.
 After the switch, Leonard targeted the end of Janu-
ary 2018 for an opening date.
 “Of course, as with all things, that’s a window of 
time,” Leonard said.
 Of course, we’re looking through the window of 
island time. 
Sork reels in a new position

After Hurricane Irma ripped apart the Anna Maria 
City Pier and its popular restaurant at the T-end of 
the planks in September 2017, the crew and longtime 
manager David Sork were left without jobs.
 Pier employees have fi ltered out to other eateries 
and some have taken the entrepreneurial route.
 Sork has reeled in a new position as a fl oor man-
ager at the ugly Grouper, 5704 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. He started the week of March 5, just in time for 
the spring crowd.
 “I’m happy to be here,” Sork said March 16. 
“These folks here at the Grouper were kind enough 
to give an old man with one foot on a banana peel a 
job.”
 Sork said he is pleased that so many of his City 
Pier Restaurant customers are stopping in the ugly 
Grouper to say hello.
 He hopes to see a lot more.

David Sork hooked a job at the Ugly Grouper in 
Holmes Beach. Islander Courtesy Photo
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E XC LU S I V E LY  O F F E R E D  B Y

Captivating & Luxurious
Waterfront Home 

in Anna Maria

4 Bedrooms & 4.5 Baths – Impeccable selection of fi nishes.
Thoughtful one fl oor of living fl oor plan. Elevator. Sustainable 
Landscaping. Over $200K annual Income history. 2 garages 
hold 4 cars. Offered at: $2,199,999.

Shellie Young P.A.
Sales Associate 

Premier Sotheby ’s International Realty

shellie.young@sothebysrealty.com
www.shellieyoung.com DIRECT: 941.713.5458

Master Certified Negotiation Specialist,
Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist,

Voted “Best in Customer Satisfaction” Sarasota
Magazine since 2016 - 5 Star Premier Agent

PropertyWatch
Island real estate transactions

By Jesse Brisson
Special to The Islander

 101 Palmetto Ave., Anna Maria, a 3,139 sfla / 4,873 
sfur 5bed/4½bath/2car Gulffront pool home built in 
2015 on a 5,781 sq ft lot was sold 02/22/18, Wilson to 
Gaw Properties LLC for $4,260,000; list $4,595,000.
 4118 Fifth Ave., unit 4118, Villas on Fifth Avenue, 
Holmes Beach, a 2,786 sfla / 4,572 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car 
land condo built in 2009 was sold 02/26/18, Matthias 
to Carter for $1,000,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty 
of Anna Maria, can be reached at 941-778-7244. 

MIKE NORMAN REALTY 
EST. 1978

INCMike Norman Realty
31O1 GULF DR HOLMES BEACH

800-367-1617 • 941-778-6696

www.mikenormanrealty.com 
sales@mikenormanrealty.com

Mike Norman Realty

JUST 250 STEPS TO THE BEACH. Bring your boat to the 60-foot dock 
or launch your SUP/kayak from your backyard! There are very few parcels left 
on AMI like this. This property offers exceptional “Old Florida” charm with tons 
of privacy on a serene, natural mangrove canal. 4 UNITS -- four rental apart-
ments in 2 vintage cottages. Fantastic location with endless possibilities; plenty 
of room for a pool, weekly rentals allowed, huge lot, just steps to historic Pine 
Avenue. This gorgeous waterfront property has everything your looking for in 
island living! $1,295,000

1/4 ACRE WATERFRONT, ANNA MARIA

Chambers end March  
with get-togethers

 As April approaches, local chambers are network-
ing with old friends and celebrating new members.
 The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
was to host a ribbon-cutting for Happy Camper Beach 
Products at 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 20, at the chamber 
office, 5313 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.

BizCal By Sandy Ambrogi  Happy Camper will offer a demonstration of the 
sandless beach blanket, offer product discounts and 
giveaways, as well as light bites and libations. The 
ribbon-cutting will take place at 5:30 p.m. to celebrate 
the new member, an online company based in Holmes 
Beach.
 The AMI chamber monthly business card exchange 
will be at 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 28, at SteamDe-
signs Studio, 5343 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Appe-
tizers and beverages will be served and RSVPs are sug-
gested. Cost is $5 for members and $10 for guests.
 To RSVP for the SteamDesign event, call 941-778-
1541, visit the office and tourist center at 5313 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach, or visit the website at annamari-
aislandchamber.org
 Cafe L’Europe, 431 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota, 
is the site of the March Longboat Key chamber BAH 
— Business After Hours — at 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 
27. The café is providing appetizers and a cash bar. 
Cost is $5 for members and $10 for guests.
 For information about the Longboat Key Chamber 
of Commerce or to register for events, call the cham-
ber at 941-383-2466, visit the website at longboatkey-
chamber.com or the office at 5390 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key.

LBK chamber lauds 
members, achievements

 Kudos, awards and achievements were highlighted 
March 13 on Longboat Key.
 The 59th Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon 
for the Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce was held 
at Zota Beach Resort, 4711 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key. The event was sponsored by Gettel 
Automotive and chamber president Gail Loefgren 
presided over the festivities.
 Many LBK chamber members were singled out for 
their commitment and service to the organization.
 Sandra Rios of the Resort at Longboat Key Club, 
who headed up an independent marketing push for the 
chamber in 2017, was named Chamber Member of the 
Year. Rios spearheaded the development of web, print 
and video promotions using sales tax dollars available 
for advertising from the Manatee County sales tax 
increase.
 The 2017 Chairman’s Award went to David Miller 
of Cannons Marina, one of the original Longboat Key 
chamber members. Loefgren announced the 60th birth-
day party for the chamber will be held in May at the 
marina. Miller is a past chairman of the LBK chamber 
board of directors.

 Debbie Shaffer of Veteran Air was named the 2017 
Norm Mallard Ambassador Award winner for her work 
recruiting members and volunteering.
 The Newbie of the Year honor went to Scott Kuyk-
endall of Crowther Roofing, who joined the chamber in 
2017 and has served on the ambassadors committee.
 Good as Gold recognition bars went to Vince 
LaPorta, Nancy Toussig, Andrew Vac, Alan Pollack, 
Dick O’Dowd and Mark Meador.
 Meador, of the Casa Del Mar Beach Resort, also 
accepted the 2018 LBK chamber board of director 
chairman’s gavel from Michael Doll, who is stepping 
down. Doll, of the Longboat Key Group, served as 
chairman through 2017.

The Anna Maria Island 
Princess paddleboat 
pulls into home port at 
the Bradenton Beach 
Marina after a test run 
March 14. The boat 
began service March 
19, with two trips daily 
Monday-Friday on the 
Intracoastal Waterway 
and Sarasota Bay. See 
more, page 34. Islander 
Photo: Kathy Prucnell
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BOATS & BOATING Continued

2005 PATHFINDER: 24-foot with trailer, 250-hp 
Yamaha 4-stroke, custom aluminum tower with 
dual controls, Garmin 94V fi sh fi nder/GPS, Pow-
er-Pole jack plate, Motorguide trolling motor. Call 
Greg, 941-705-9969.

HELP WANTED

ASSISTANT: $50 ONE day a week, on Island, four 
hours. Flexible  computer savvy, organized. Mike, 
727-999-1011.

QUICKBOOKS/EXCEL EXPERIENCE needed for 
part-time offi ce position at The Islander. Email 
letter of interest and/or resume to news@islander.
org.

REPORTER WANTED: Full- to part-time. Print 
media, newspaper experience or journalism 
degree required. Apply via email with letter of 
interest to news@islander.org.

KIDS FOR HIRE

MY NAME IS AIDAIN, I live in Holmes Beach I’m 
available to do any small yard, house chores for 
a fee. I do dog walking, pet sitting or run small 
errands. I’m available after school, 4-9 p.m. or all 
day Saturday and Sunday. I can be reached at 
941-243-4473. Text or call. Thank you.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for up to three 
weeks for Island youths under 16 looking for work. 
Ads must be placed in person at The Islander 
offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37 years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

T.H.S. CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
vacation rentals. Dependable and detailed. 941-
756-4570.

U FLY I drive your car anywhere in the USA. Air-
port runs, anywhere. Offi ce, 941-447-6389. 941-
545-6688.

AUTHORITY ONE SERVICES: Cleaning, con-
struction, residential, commercial, rentals. Call 
941-251-5948.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Profes-
sional, friendly cleaning service since 1999. 941-
779-6638. Leave message.

PEGGY, R.N. PERSONAL airport transportation. 
Specializing in women and seniors. Tampa $74, 
St. Petersburg, $54, Sarasota, $34. Up to two 
passengers. Text me, 727-902-7784.

NEED A RIDE to the airports? Tampa $65, St. 
Pete, $55, Sarasota, $30. Call Gary, 863-409-
5875. Email: gvoness80@gmail.com.

PIERLY MAID CLEANING Service: Two former 
City Pier employees looking to make your home, 
vacation rental, offi ce spic and span! Please, give 
us a call, 941-447-2565 or 941-565-0312.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS JD’s Window Clean-
ing looking for storefront jobs in Holmes Beach. 
I make dirty windows sparkling clean. 941-920-
3840.

BONUS! READ The Islander classifi eds after 5 
p.m. Mondays online.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Residential and Commercial
Full service lawn maintenance

Landscaping – Clean-up
Hauling tree trimming

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  941.792.5600
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Andrew Chennault

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
Island References Lic#CBC056755 

I S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519

C
B
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Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

L O S T D O G B E C K P R E E M P T
A R M O I R E A L O E S H A N T I E S
T E A R G A S L I N T E A S T A S I A

S I C E L E C T N E P A L
D O R O T H Y G A L E A D D I N E B B
U N O S O E D I P A L R E G A L I A
B I B A S K S T H E D A R L I N G S
Y O Y O D I E T E R A S U E M O T E
A N N U A L S T E T S R A T S R O D

T P K S H A I B A J A R T E
L I T T L E O R P H A N A N N I E

B E E I O N S S A Y R K O S
B A A P E E R G Y R O S I M E L D A
A B D U L O P E P U T O N A N A C T
N I C K A N D N O R A O V I D S E A
N E A R Y O U R E D T A P E S I L L
S S R M S N B C J O N A R B U C K L E

M A C A O M O U N T A I R
G O T O T O W N E U R O L I N E O U T
T E A S E R A D T R E Y U T T E R E D
O D Y S S E Y E N D S X S A N D Y S

ANSWERS TO MARCH 21 PUZZLE

Adopt-
A-Pet 

Rollo is a happy boy! 
He’s a 3-year-old 
mixed breed.
He has all his shots 
and he’s in great 
health. Available to 
adopt: www.moonrac-
eranimalrescue.com or 
email moonracerani-
malrescue@gmail.com 
Call Lisa Williams at 
941-345-2441 or visit 
the Islander next to 
Walgreens in Holmes 
Beach for more …

SPONSORED BY

ITEMS FOR SALE

VINTAGE SCHWINN BIKE $80, golf bag/clubs, 
$80. Tom, 941-757-7603.

COMPUTER: DELL DUAL core, refurbished, $50. 
941-756-6728.

COMPLETE SET GOLF clubs plus Wilson bag, 
$75, two-wheel folding golf cart, $25. 941-383-
8900.

MEN’S TAYLOR-MADE golf set. Nine irons, metal 
driver, grand divider bag, excellent buy. $100. 
941-778-7226.

FREEBIE ITEMS FOR SALE

Individuals may place one free ad with up to three 
items, each priced $100 or less, 15 words or less. 
FREE, one week, must be submitted online. Email 
classifi eds@islander.org, fax toll-free 1-866-362-
9821. (limited time offer) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED: YOUR OLD cell phone for recycling. 
Deliver to The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 

FREE GUN LOCK courtesy of Project Childsafe, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Pick up at The Islander offi ce, 3218 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m.-1-
p.m. Saturday. Donations preferred 9 a.m.-11 
a.m. Wednesdays. 511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
941-779-2733.

MISSION GARAGE SALE:  8 a.m.-1p.m. Satur-
day, March 24. Palma Sola Presbyterian Church . 
6510 Third Ave. W., Bradenton. 941-792-3141.

HUGE YARD SALE:  8 a.m. Friday, March 23. 
Patio furniture, bar stools, fl at screen TVs, ceil-
ing fan, linens, dishes, home decor, tools, 8-by-
10-foot rug. 2313 Ave. B, Bradenton Beach.

GARAGE SALE: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, March 
24   Two families downsizing.   508 65th St., 
Holmes Beach.

SALE: 9 a.m.-3 P.M. Friday, March 23, and 9 
a.m.-noon Saturday, March 24. Small appli-
ances, tools, cornhole, stroller, patio furniture, 
tables, fan, miscellaneous. 409 74th St., Holmes 
Beach. 

LOST & FOUND

LOST WALLET, PINK. Lost on Anna Maria Island. 
No questions asked. 610-256-1030.

PETS

PET PAL PET sitting: Short and long term, in your 
house or mine. 18-year Island resident. 941-704-
5937. e.davies5937@gmail.com. 

YOU CAN HELP! Fosters, volunteers, retail help 
needed for Moonracer No Kill Animal Rescue. 
Email: moonraceranimalrescue@gmail.com.

TRANSPORTATION

WANTED: RELIABLE, CLEAN, low-mileage, inex-
pensive used sedan or small SUV for grandchild. 
Call 941-778-7978.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: Small sailboat rentals and 
instruction. Day. Week. Month. Sunfi sh, Laser, 
Windrider 17 and Precision 15. Call Brian at 941-
685-1400.

PONTOON BOAT RENTAL Create life long mem-
ories. Call 941-778-2121 or see boatfl orida.net.

More ads = more readers in The Islander.

3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

941.778.7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH3218 E. BAY DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

Home Checks for Snowbirds!

 941.773.5349

$10 DINER MUGS

@ The Islander, 3218 E. Bay Drive, HB
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RENTALS

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.sun-
coastinc.com.

SEASONAL RENTAL: NORTHWEST Bradenton. 
1BR/1BA open living room, kitchen, washer and 
dryer in unit. No pets/smoking. $450/weekly, 
$1,600/monthly. Call 941-792-0258.

AVAILABLE WINTER SEASON 2018 and 2019: 
2BR/2BA ground level with carport and patio. 
1.5 blocks to Gulf. Updated, granite countertops, 
recessed lighting, fl at-screen TVs in living room, 
TV room and bedrooms. Must see! Anna Maria. 
941-565-2373.

LATE CANCELLATION: MARCH/April, 2018. 
2BR/1.5BA with heated pool and boat dock. 
Month, $3,250 or two weeks. No pets. John, 
941- 720-7519.

2BR/2BA WESTBAY COVE seasonal rental on 
the water. Ground-fl oor condo, one block from 
beach with two pools and tennis. Call Paul, 
973-208-0020.

Rental wanted: artists workspace. Anna Maria 
Island or nearby with sink, water. Annually. 
Contact: 917-545-0613. dehaanx2@tampabay.
rr.com . 917-843-1615. blbachner@earthlink.
net.

2019 SEASON HOUSE for rent: One block from 
beach, old Florida bungalow, 2BR/2BA, single-
level, private yard and driveway, screen room. 
$1,400/week. 210 64th St., Holmes Beach. Call 
813-833-4489.

2019 RENTALS: DECEMBER, JANUARY, April 
available. See VRBO 594326 or call 941-228-
0603.

Retired professional couple seeks moderately 
priced annual rental starting October, 2018. 
Excellent references and credit. We are former 
longtime homeowners who know how to care for 
your property. Prefer unfurnished. One house-
trained cat. 512-442-1007, grodd56@gmail.
com.

$99 HOLMES BEACH Hideaway. 1BR/2BA 
across street to beach! Photos on Facebook, 
Anna Maria Island Gulf Drive Apartments. Mike, 
727-999-1011.

HOLMES BEACH: WESTBAY Point beautifully 
updated 2BR/2BA condo. Fantastic views. Avail-
able May-October. $1,850/month. No pets/smok-
ing. 941-778-2824. 

REAL ESTATE

STARTING FROM THE low $300,000s. Only min-
utes from the beach, this new active adult com-
munity is perfectly located just south of Mana-
tee Avenue, off Village Green Parkway. Perfectly 
designed, open 2BR or 3BR/2BA plus den and 
two-car garage fl oor plans. Luxurious ameni-
ties, pool, spa, gym, pickleball and fenced-in 
dog park. HOA only $209/month. Models open 
daily. Contact us, 941-254-3330. www.Mirabel-
laFlorida.com.

PINE AVENUE BAYOU condo for sale by owner. 
Steps to shops and city pier.  Newly renovated, 
ground-fl oor, two-bedroom unit. Great north-
end location!  $320,000. 941-321-5454.

You can read it all online 
at www.islander.org

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY

.com

941-778-2711

SERVICES Continued

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County 
and the Island since 1987. For dependable, 
honest and personalized service, call Bill Eller, 
941-795-7411. CAC184228.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER Service: Repairs, 
installs. Your local sprinkler company since 1997. 
Call Jeff, 941-778-2581.

SHELL DELIVERED AND spread. $55/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, 
“shell phone” 941-720-0770.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. Tropical landscape specialist. 
Residential and commercial. 35 years experi-
ence. 941-448-6336.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE: Shell, lime rock, 
palms, river rock, construction demolition, fenc-
ing, pressure washing, hauling debris and trans-
port. Shark Mark, 941-301-6067.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100. www.vangopaint-
ing.net. 

CUSTOM REMODELING EXPERT. All phases of 
carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. Meticu-
lous, clean, sober and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 
941-730-7479.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. 
Handyman, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabi-
nets and wood fl ooring. Insured and licensed. 
941-722-8792.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry, handyman, 
light hauling, pressure washing. Jack of all trades. 
Call 941-778-6170 or 941-447-2198.

ISLE TILE: QUALITY installation fl oors, counters, 
backsplashes, showers. Licensed, insured. Call 
Chris at 941-302-8759.

ISLAND GATER RESTORATIONS: Interior/
exterior, painting, pressure cleaning, drywall 
repair, textures, stucco. Danny, 941-720-8116. 
islandgater@gmail.com.

ARTISAN DESIGN TILE and Marble! Qual-
ity craftsmanship since 1983. Dedicated to 
providing superior installations at a fair price. 
Professional, courteous service, at your con-
venience. Call Don at 941-993-6567. www.
ArtisanDesignTileAndMarble.com.

R. A. GONZALEZ CONSTRUCTION: Re-roof and 
leak specialist. Residential/hotels/commercial. 
Repairs, shingles, tile, fl at. Quick response. Qual-
ity work at reasonable rates. References. Insured/
licensed. #CCC1330056. Call Bryan at 727-277-
9502.

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045

WEATHERSIDE LLC LI
C
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5HURRICANE

DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

I S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
State Lic. CBC1258250

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Family Owned and Operated since 1975

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential  
& Commercial

#C
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WE TWEET TOO

 @ami_islander @ami_islander

WE LIKE LIKES

 f acebook.com/
Islandernewspaper

Place classifi ed 
ads online at 

www.islander.org

Island Limousine
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE

AIRPORT PERMITTED & LIVERY INSURED

IslandLimo.net   941-779-0043 
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REAL ESTATE Continued

AVAILABLE APRIL 1: 2BR/2BA, Holmes Beach. 
Utilities, Internet, washer/dryer included. No 
smoking. $1,500/monthly. 941-778-1244.

CONDO WITH NO fee: Primary or vacation 
home or weekly rental  investment. Easy walk 
to public Gulf access. $304,900. 4909 Gulf 
Drive, #5A, Holmes Beach. Chrisi Adamson, 
Remax Alliance, 941-806-9562.

OPEN HOUSE: 1-3 p.m. Sunday. 2BR/2BA 
canalfront condo with boat slip, remodeled, low 
fees. 10125 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. John, 
941-798-3842.

I  S L A N D E R C L A S S I F I E D S
REAL ESTATE Continued

OPEN HOUSE: 1-4 p.m. Sunday, March 25. 
8732 54th Ave., Bradenton, Bay Hollow . Water-
front property with individual boat docks, direct 
Gulf access from  private marina overlooking 
Tidy Island. 2BR/2BA second fl oor, cathedral 
ceiling, fi replace, walk-in closets, large eat-in 
kitchen, formal dining room, extra storage room 
in attic, spacious screened and glass enclosed 
balcony/lanai, heated pool, covered parking, 
10 minutes to beach.  One animal allowed. 
Fully funded reserves.  $279,000. Call 941-
727-1083, 941-704-5967 or email rikki.uw@
gmail.com.

More ads = more readers in The Islander.

SWEEPING GULF VIEWS: This 2bed/2bath condo 
at Anna Maria Island Club has breathtaking Gulf 
views from the living room and master bedroom. 
A rare opportunity to own at one of the most sought-
after condo complexes on the Island. $675,000

KEY ROYALE HOME: Looking for a home large 
enough to accommodate the entire family? Then 
look no further. This split plan 4bed/4bath/2car pool 
home is situated on one of the largest lots on Anna 
Maria Island. $799,000

Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson • 941-713-4755

941-778-2246 OR 800-211-2323
2217 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach FL 34217

SEE ALL OUR LISTINGS AT WAGNERREALTY.COM

Perico Bay Club 3BR/2BA end unit with 
sweeping vista view. Gated community 
with pools, active clubhouse, tennis, trails. 
Updated and gorgeous. Penny Bray (941) 
795-6685. #A4206189. $399,900

No expense has been spared in the 
remodel of this Anna Maria Island Club 
condo! Spectacular Gulf views, eleva-
tor, Make sure to see this one of a kind 
beach unit. Karen Fineout (941) 518-3682. 
#A4209319. $1,100,000

Bridgeport condo 2BR/2BA with great 
view of the Gulf of Mexico. Under building 
parking, elevator, pool, beach access. Rae 
Ellen Hayo (941) 920-0364. #A4210168. 
$330,000

Short walk to beach. 4BR-2BA home, 
heated pool, tropical setting. Turnkey 
furnished, perfect investment or second 
home. Call Dave Moynihan 941-720-0089 
or Miguel Rosa 941-447-5928. #A4210099. 
$629,000

Fabulous views from this direct 1BR-1BA 
updated Gulffront unit with heated pool in 
quiet area at end of 73rd Street, Holmes 
Beach. Excellent rental, daily on-site man-
agement offi ce. 2017 income: $51,293. For 
additional information, call Dave Moynihan, 
941-720-0089 Or Miguel Rosa, 941-447-
5928. #A4209975. $499,500

2BR/2BA Runaway Bay fi xer upper priced 
by appraisal. Upstairs end with a pond view, 
close to the pool and beach access. Becky 
Smith and Elfi  Starrett (941) 773-1954. 
#A4212385. $290,000

Direct Gulffront four-plex with prime Holmes 
Beach location and fabulous views. All 
units are spacious 1br/1ba apartments 
with tropical setting and strong seasonal 
rental opportunity.  David Moynihan (941) 
720-0089 or Miguel Rosa (941) 447-5928. 
#A4198449. $1,995,000

Tiffany Place is one of the most desirable 
condominium complexes and beach loca-
tions on Anna Maria Island. Heated pool, 
elevator, covered parking. David Moynihan 
(941) 720-0089 or Miguel Rosa (941) 447-
5928. #A4202587. $639,500

One-of-a-kind Harbour Retreat model with incredible water views. 3BR/3BA plus den 
and sunroom, 2 balconies, $100K in custom add-ons. Owner/agent Lori Guerin (941) 
773-3415. #A4201601. $866,000

 

 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 
941-778-8104 Ofc 877-778-0099 Toll Free 

104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
 

 

 

  

www.Edgewatervacationhomes.com  
www.Edgewaterrealestateami.com

106 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach
941-778-8104

Toll Free 877-778-0099

Come for a visit, stay for a LIFETIME!

 

 

 

 

“We Work Hard To Make Your Life Easier!” 
941-778-8104 Ofc 877-778-0099 Toll Free 

104 Bridge Street, Bradenton Beach 
 

 

 

  

Your lakefront 
villa awaits

$379,000

EXTRAORDINARY INVESTMENT/RESIDENCE  
OR LUXURY VACATION RENTAL! 

Marina Walk at Harbour IsleMarina Walk at Harbour Isle Marina Walk at Harbour Isle
Anna Maria Island

Marina Walk at Harbour Isle
Anna Maria IslandAnna Maria Island’

Marina Walk at Harbour IsleMarina Walk at Harbour IsleMarina Walk at Harbour IsleMarina Walk at Harbour Isle
Anna Maria IslandAnna Maria Island’s Newest Expansion Communitys Newest Expansion Community 

 Expansive Club House 
 Sky Bar/Tiki Bar 
 World Class Fitness Center 
 4 Swimming Pools & Jacuzzi 
 Walking/Biking Paths 
 New Full Service Marina w/ Dockside 

Dining 
 Units Available for Purchase or Rent 

 Enjoy resort style living as an owner/investor,  
resident or visitor! 

3 UNITS AVAILABLE CALL NOW! 
Ed Ecker (727) 482-4766 

 

WE ROCK 
ONLINE

islander.org

REAL ESTATE Continued

FOR SALE BY owner: Waterfront with free dock-
age. 2BR/1.5BA townhome with quick access to 
the ICW and the Gulf of Mexico,located on Palma 
Sola Bay! Heated, shared pool. Owner may 
fi nance. Can provide rental income. $199,500. 
Call Bill, 941-778-5409 or Anne, 941-713-9835.

DUPLEX LONGBOAT 2BR/1BA each side. 
Remodeled canalfront. $569,000. Randy Buff, 
Exit Sunset Realty, 941-704-4310 .

WATERFRONT ANNA MARIA home: 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage. Vaulted ceilings, boat lift, heated 
caged pool and spa. $765,000. Real Estate Mart, 
941-356-1456. 

ISLAND CONDO: STEPS to beach. 2BR/2BA 
updated. Heated pool, tennis, turnkey furnished. 
$330,000. Real Estate Mart, 941-356-1456.
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www.annamariaislandresorts.net 877.867.8842

Everything you’re looking for

Visit WWW.ISLANDER.ORG for the best news on Anna Maria Island.

IF FOUND, CALL ...
BY MATTHEW SEWELL / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

No. 0311
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 ACROSS

1 Heading on a 
neighborhood poster

8 Radio personality 
Glenn

12 Bump, as from a 
schedule

19 Standing closet

20 Poison-ivy soother

21 Huts

22 Anti-mob tool

23 Dryer buildup

24 “1984” superstate

25 “Get ’em!”

26 Power up?

27 High land

28 Last seen riding in a 
basket. If found, call 
____ [see 106-Across]

32 Mix with

33 Fall off

36 Pizzeria chain, 
casually

37 Like a certain 
Freudian complex

39 Graduation attire

41 It goes around 
the neck

42 Doesn’t just assume

44 Last seen in the 
nursery. If found, call 
____ [see 84-Across]

46 One who can’t keep 
weight off for long

50 Tempe sch.

51 Scream or bawl, e.g.

52 Like most holidays

53 Reverses, as a 
deletion

55 “Darn it all!”

58 It may hold the line

59 Toll rds.

61 Yokohama “yes”

62 Tijuana setting, 
informally

63 Postal abbr. for a 
rural address

64 Last seen with a 
red-haired girl. If 
found, call ____ [see 
119-Across]

68 Drone, for one

69 Cyclotron bits

70 “Here’s an idea …”

71 Some bygone theaters

72 Bleat

73 Confrere

74 Food-cart offerings

76 One of the Marcoses 
of the Philippines

80 Alphabetically first 
“American Idol” 
judge across all 16 
seasons

82 Go from bud to 
blossom, to a poet

84 Pretend

86 Last seen chasing 
down clues. If 
found, call ____ [see 
24-Across]

90 Poet who wrote 
of Daedalus

91 ____-green

92 Theme song of Milton 
Berle

93 Forms, forms and 
more forms

96 Sash supporter

97 Any of the Baltic 
states, once: Abbr.

98 What’s left on TV?

100 Last seen being 
mocked by a cat. If 
found, call ____ [see 
46-Across]

103 Gambling mecca

104 Increase

105 Lilt

106 Proceed 
enthusiastically

109 Symbol gotten 
by typing 
Option+Shift+2

110 Hit straight to the 
shortstop, perhaps

114 Promo

115 War loser, usually

116 Declared

117 Storied journey

118 Puts the kibosh on

119 Algebraic variables

 DOWN

1 Rowing muscle, for 
short

2 Iron Range product

3 Wee, to a Scot

4 Chests’ places

5 Sudoku entry

6 Herb resembling 
spinach

7 Some kitchen 
appliances, for short

8 Adele’s “Someone Like 
You,” e.g.

9 Hebrew for “My God! 
My God!”

10 Idea

11 Etta of old comics

12 Sister of Ariadne

13 More hoarse

14 Snares

15 List-reducing abbr.

16 Prefix with play and 
place

17 Charlottetown’s prov.

18 Checkpoint org.

21 Post

26 Discharges

28 43

29 Kind of dip

30 One-named Swedish 
singer with the 
Grammy-nominated 
song “Dancing on 
My Own”

31 It goes around 
the neck

32 Inn stock

33 The U.S., to Mexicans

34 Hallux, more 
familiarly

35 Stationed (at)

38 Clicking sounds?

40 Gold medal, to an 
Olympian

42 Repurpose

43 Dressy accessory

45 Boxing champ 
Roberto

47 Navel type

48 Cultural values

49 Where the engine is 
in a Porsche 911

54 A bit stiff

56 A bit cracked

57 Modest two-piece 
swimsuit

60 Sharply sour fruit

62 Ecosystem 
endangered by 
global warming

63 Up

64 Pacer

65 2000s corporate 
scandal subject

66 Heavenly sound?

67 Vagabond

68 Coddles

72 Marriage 
announcement

73 Some centerfolds

74 Golden Globe-winning 
actor for “Chicago”

75 Visit during a trip

77 Vision-correcting 
procedure

78 Big battery

79 Subtitle of 
Hawthorne’s 
“Fanshawe”

81 Former part of the 
U.S.S.R.: Abbr.

83 Alternative to boeuf 
or jambon

85 [continued]

87 Love all around?

88 Actress Faye

89 Stop for now

94 Saw the sights

95 Ruffles

96 Moviedom

99 My word, maybe

101 Lures

102 Utah’s ____ 
Mountains

103 Some greenery 
that’s not grass

104 Parcel (out)

106 ’60s Pontiac

107 Webster’s Third 
competitor, for short

108 Scotland’s longest 
river

110 Start of Yale’s motto

111 Chicago terminal 
code

112 Double-back move

113 QB’s tally

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71

72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79

80 81 82 83 84 85

86 87 88 89 90 91

92 93 94 95 96

97 98 99 100 101 102

103 104 105

106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113

114 115 116

117 118 119

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).N
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Answers: 
page 36
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