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Pier to come down, replacement uncertain
An artist’s rendering of a 700-foot pier at Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach. 

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The pier at the Manatee Public Beach 
will come down in November, but what — 
if anything — will replace the deteriorated 
structure remains an uncertainty.
 The Manatee County Board of Com-
missioners declined to act on a request to 
authorize county staff to proceed with work 
to replace the pier with a 700-foot pier simi-
lar to structures in other coastal cities.
 That’s due to the price tag on a longer 
pier and concerns about the appropriateness 
of a long pier at the county beach in Holmes 
Beach.
 Instead of endorsing a long pier, com-
missioners agreed to ask the Manatee 
County Tourist Development Council to 
consider funding priorities, including a new 
pier at the public beach, but also potential 
renovations for the city-owned pier in Anna 

Maria and a new pier in Bradenton Beach.
 The existing pier was closed due to safety 
concerns and the decision made to demolish 
the structure.
 In March, county commissioners reviewed 
a plan for a 312-foot replacement pier. The 
cost to demolish the existing pier and rebuild 
a new pier was estimated at $1.5 million.
 On Sept. 15, county natural resources 
director Charlie Hunsicker presented commis-
sioners with artistic renderings of a replace-
ment pier.
 The rendering of a 312-foot pier designed 
to be accessible under the U.S. Americans with 
Disabilities Act and meet minimum heights 
above the sea floor shows a “dramatically dif-
ferent” structure than the one to be torn down, 
Hunsicker said.
 The pier, to meet height requirements 
over the gently sloping Gulf shore at Mana-
tee Public Beach, goes up and then abruptly 

stops.
 Another rendering showed a 700-foot 
pier, a structure about the same length as a 
pier in Venice. 
 The 700-foot structure provides the aes-
thetic and recreational attributes of a recre-
ational pier designed for fishing and passive 
recreational uses, Hunsicker said.
 Fishing at the end of the longer pier would 
be in water 15-18 feet deep.
 “A 700-foot structure, that is our recom-
mendation,” Hunsicker said.
 He told the board the longer pier would 
cost more, but that a financing plan was in the 
works.
 The total cost to demolish the existing 
pier and build a 312-foot pier would be $1.4 
million, according to a county memo.
 The total cost to demolish the existing 
pier and build a 700-foot pier would be $2.7 
million.
 “It looks very nice,” Commissioner Carol 
Whitmore said of the longer pier. But, she 
added, “Where in the heck are we going to 
get the money?”
 Commissioner Joe McClash added, 
“I think it is out of character for Holmes 
Beach.… I couldn’t stomach seeing a Venice 
pier there. …I’d rather just remove it.”

Island loses voters,  
but county makes gains

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Will the last person to leave Anna Maria 
Island, please, turn off the lights?
 It might sound like a pun, but according 
to online figures from the Manatee County 
Supervisor of Elections Office, the Island 
has lost 17.6 percent of its registered voters 
during the past nine years. For the same 
period, Manatee County increased its voter 
rolls by 31,000 voters, a 15.4 percent gain.
 Most Anna Maria Island elected officials 
said the Island is not losing population, but 
the rate of decline in registered voters is at 
odds with population figures.
 Some of those officials say there are 
fewer voters, but the same number of 
people on the Island, because more houses 
are investment properties and part-time resi-
dences.
 Since 2000, the number of registered 
voters in the three Island cities has dropped 
from 6,679 to 5,505, a loss of 1,174 voters 
(16.6 percent).
 But the rate of decline has slowed since 
2005.

 That year, the Island had 5,857 regis-
tered voters. Compared with the August 2009 
figure of 5,505 registered voters, the four-year 
decline is 6 percent (minus 352 registered 
voters).
 The Anna Maria decline is not cause for 
alarm, at least at this point in time, said Anna 
Maria Mayor Fran Barford.
 “Our population is still about the same, so 
I believe the drop reflects the economy and the 
real estate market,” she said. 
  More people are coming to the Island and 
buying homes for investment, or becoming 
part-time residents, she indicated.
 She also noted that many people in the 
boom years of 2004-2006 sold their Island 
home and moved inland, making a nice profit 
on the escalating real estate value of Island 
properties.
 “The economy has done a lot of this. It’s 
not because people don’t like Anna Maria or 
the Island, and it’s not because people have 
lost interest in politics. It’s just the nature of 
the Island economy,” Barford said.
 Anna Maria City Commissioner Dale 
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Woodland, however, said the loss of registered voters 
shows the Island is changing.
 “I grew up out here and so many of my friends 
have sold out and moved off the Island because they 
could no longer afford to live here. It’s distressing. 
I’m not overly concerned right now, but I am going 
to keep an eye on the issue,” he said.
 Anna Maria City Commissioner Christine Tol-
lette was more direct.
 “Any time you lose that many voters, we should 
be concerned. It shows an economic trend,” she 
said.
 Her concern is that too many homes are being 
bought for investment or a part-time home, or built 
as investment property. The city needs to attract more 
residents, particularly families.
 “That’s why it is important to keep our duplexes. 
They retain the village atmosphere and provide 
affordable housing,” she said.
 People still live on the Island, Tollette said, it’s 
just that more of them are only part-time residents 
and don’t register to vote here.
 Holmes Beach City Commissioner Sandy Haas-
Martens was not overly disturbed about the decline 
in her city and attributed the loss to more than just 
economics.
 “It’s not fully due to the economy because a few 
years ago, the number of homestead exemptions went 
way up,” she said.
 Haas-Martens said a lot of people who bought 20 
or 30 years ago on the Island have passed away or 
moved off the Island. Their children get the home and 
decide to rent it half the year and use it as a vacation 
home, she said.
 The economy, taxes and investment potential are 
all part of the reason for the decline, she said.
  Haas-Martens did note that Holmes Beach has 
always had a large number of rental properties. “But 
people still come out and vote and we still have about 

the same population as five years ago,” she said.
 Not so in Bradenton Beach, said Mayor Mike 
Pierce.
 “When you lose that many voters in nine years, 
you have cause for concern. We barely have 900 
voters. It’s just become too expensive to live on the 
Island,” he said.
 Pierce is not ready to turn out the lights, but noted 
the tax disparity.
 “You have to have a lot of money to afford to live 
on the Island. I paid $400 in taxes 20 years ago and 
now it’s more than $5,000, and I have a homestead 
exemption.”
 The 2005 prediction of former Bradenton Beach 
Mayor John Chappie may be coming to fruition.
 “Just look around at all the small properties that 
have been converted the past few years to condomini-
ums for rental units or second homes,” Chappie said 
in a 2005 Islander story. “We are in serious danger 
of losing our voting and population base.”
 According to available historical records, Bra-
denton Beach had nearly 1,400 registered voters in 
1990.
 The deadline to register to vote in the Nov. 3 
election is Oct. 5.

By the numbers
Anna Maria
 Anna Maria had 1,357 registered voters as of 
August 2009, according to the SOe Web site, a drop 
of 128 (8.6 percent) from the 1,485 voters registered 
for the 2005 election. 
 Compared with the 2000 number of registered 
voters of 1,615, Anna Maria has lost 258 voters (16 
percent) the past nine years.

Bradenton Beach
 Bradenton Beach, which lost 189 voters (16.6 
percent) from 2000 to 2005, when the number fell 
from 1,136 to 947, has lost just 38 voters the past 
four years. The city has 909 registered voters as of 

August 2009, a drop of 4.1 percent from 2005.
 Since 2000, however, the city has lost 20 percent, 
or 229 voters from its registered voting population.

Holmes Beach
 Holmes Beach fell from 3,425 registered voters 
in 2005 to 3,239 voters as of August 2009, down 5.4 
percent.
 Since 2000, when the city had 3,928 voters reg-
istered, Holmes Beach has dropped 689 registered 
voters (down 17.5 percent) when compared with the 
current number.

Voters drop on Island
CONTINUeD FROM PAGe 1

 However, Commissioner Larry Bustle said he has 
walked long piers in other cities and “I wondered why 
we don’t have that in Manatee County. … I think it’s 
great. It’s exactly what our tourist dollars are for.”
 But the commission was reluctant to vote on 
the extension without more information on the 
financing and agreed to turn to the Manatee County 
Tourist Development Council for its recommenda-
tions.
 “I’d like to kind of move it along but would like 
to see the financing,” said Commissioner John Chap-
pie. “This is clearly a want, not a need.”
 “Perhaps they have a more pressing need out 
there,” Commissioner Ron Getman said of TDC pri-
orities.
 The board agreed to seek a priority list from the 
TDC, which Whitmore said would be discussed at 
the council’s next meeting.

Pier length debate starts
CONTINUeD FROM PAGe 1

Correction: The story in the Sept. 16 issue of 
The Islander about expansion of Anna Maria 
duplexes should have stated that city planner 
Alan Garrett will draft amendments to the cur-
rent ordinance, not write a new ordinance.
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
 • Sept. 24, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • Sept. 23, 7 p.m., final budget hearing.
 • Sept. 29, 1 p.m., city commission work meet-
ing.
 • Oct. 1, 1 p.m., city pier team meeting.
 • Oct. 1, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • Sept. 24, 9 a.m., board of adjustment meeting.
 • Sept. 30, 3 p.m., floodplain management plan 
review.
 • Oct. 13, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 • Oct. 27, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl.org.

West Manatee Fire rescue District
 • Oct. 15, 6 p.m., district commission meeting.
  WMFR Station No. 1, 6001 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, 941-741-3900.

of interest
 • Oct. 5, 1 p.m., Communities for a Lifetime 
Task Force meeting, Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 • Oct. 12, Columbus Day.
 • Nov. 3, municipal elections.
 Send notices to Lisa Neff at lisaneff@islander.
org.

Five for three in Anna Maria city race
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Two political newcomers face three incumbent 
Anna Maria city commissioners in the Nov. 3 munici-
pal election. 
 Challengers Harold “Harry Stoltzfus” of Poinset-
tia Drive and David Gryboski of North Shore Drive 
qualified to face incumbents Dale Woodland, Chris-
tine Tollette and John Quam. 
   Mark Alonso, who lost his 2008 bid for a com-
mission seat, picked up an election packet at city hall, 
but chose not to mount another challenge.
 The office of Anna Maria city commissioner pays 
$400 per month. The stipend has not changed in more 
than 10 years.
 Commissioners are elected for a two-year term.

Harold “Harry” Stoltzfus
 This is the first time Harold Stoltzfus has sought 
political office.
 He said he is running for a seat on the commis-

sion because he believes in the “uniqueness of Anna 
Maria as a residential community and would like to 
protect that uniqueness.”
  Stoltzfus, 55, owns Harcon Corp., a company 
that provides access equipment to people working on 
bridges. The company’s head office is in Pennsylva-
nia.
 He and wife Kathy moved permanently to Anna 
Maria from Lancaster, Pa., six years ago. Daughter 
Molly is a freshman at Manatee High School.

David Gryboski
 David Gryboski, 29, of North Shore Drive also 

is seeking his first-ever political office.
 A four-and-a-half year resident of the city, Gry-
boski said he is running for city commissioner to “get 
more involved in the community and have a better 
Anna Maria.”
  He said he can bring a fresh approach to gov-
ernment and is dedicated to keeping Anna Maria a 
residential community.
 Gryboski attended emory University in Atlanta 
and is involved in commercial property leasing with 
an office in Holmes Beach, he said.

John Quam
 Incumbent John Quam, a city commissioner since 
2002, is seeking his fifth consecutive term. 
 He is a retired businessman and moved to Anna 
Maria about 10 year ago.
  He is the chairman of the city commission, and 
has been elected to that position by other commis-
sioners every year since joining the commission. 
  Quam also is the vice mayor of Anna Maria.

Christine Tollette
 Incumbent Christine Tollette, first elected in 2005, 
is seeking her third consecutive term in office.
 She and husband Tom moved to Anna Maria 
from Tampa 10 years ago.
 Prior to her first election, she was active with 
the Anna Maria Island Community Center and was 
a volunteer with several Tampa-area nonprofit orga-
nizations.

Dale Woodland
 Dale Woodland, also an incumbent commis-
sioner, was first elected in 2003.
 Prior to becoming a city commissioner, Wood-
land was a member of the city’s planning and zoning 
board, capital improvements advisory committee and 
ad hoc comp-plan committee.
 He owns a pool servicing business on Anna 
Maria Island and has lived in Anna Maria since he 
was about 8 years old.
 Woodland is seeking his fourth consecutive term 
as a city commissioner.

BB voters to decide mayor
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach voters will cast ballots in 
one race Nov. 3 — the mayoral contest between 
incumbent Michael Pierce and challenger William 
Shearon.
 The two ran against each other in 2007 seeking 
to succeed John Chappie, who could not run again 
due to city-mandated term limits.
 During the 2007 campaign, both Shearon and 
Pierce said if elected they would treat the mayoral 
post as a full-time job and that their commitment was 
to maintaining the city’s “old Florida” charm.
 Pierce, of the 2300 block of Avenue B, is a former 
city commissioner from Ward 2 — he served a year — 
and a former chair of the city’s scenic highway group.
 Pierce moved to Bradenton Beach more than 20 
years ago from Lansing, Mich., where he worked for 
36 years for General Motors.
 “It takes a long time to get big projects done,” 
Pierce said, explaining his decision to seek re-elec-
tion. “And when I start something I see it through.”
 In a second term, he said he would focus on 
drainage improvements and clearing up problems 
with alleyways “without heavy-handed ways.”
 “I enjoy doing it,” Pierce said of the mayoral 
job.
 Shearon, of the 300 block of Gulf Drive South, 
is a former commissioner from Ward 4 — he served 
three years — and currently serves on the planning 
and zoning board.
 After a career of building up his business in Chi-
cago, Shearon moved to Bradenton Beach, where he 
built up the business of the Linger Longer Resort with 
his partner, Tjet Martin.

 Shearon said his No. 1 priority, if elected, would 
be finances.
 Referring to the commission decision to dip 
into reserves for the 2009-10 budget, Shearon said, 
“That’s been built up over a decade. Someone has to 
bite the bullet.”
 Shearon also said he wanted to see the city use 
a better system for carrying out tasks and initiatives 
and update policies, procedures and equipment.
 Voters in November will not decide any contests 
for a seat at the commission dais.
 Incumbent Janie Robertson of Ward 3 faces no 
opposition.
 And, in Ward 1, newcomer Gay Breuler is the 
only candidate to qualify for the seat being vacated 
by John Shaughnessy, who cannot run again due to 
a term limit.
 Robertson, a resident of the 600 block of Gulf Drive 
North, will be serving a third term on the commission. 
She also faced no opposition in November 2007.
 When she began her second term, Robertson 
said her focus would be on Bridge Street, the newly 
opened Historic Bridge Street Pier complex, the 
establishment of a mooring field south of the pier, the 
development of a water taxi system, the expansion of 
the “Trolley Up” campaign to increase ridership and 
protection of the dunes.
 “I’m not done yet,” Robertson said of her deci-
sion to run again.
  She said she plans to follow her agenda, with a 
focus on the dunes and also balancing the budget for 
2010-11.
 Breuler, who lives in the 2600 block of Gulf 
Drive North, works for the U.S. Census Bureau on 
surveys and previously worked as a life and retire-
ment coach.
 She moved to the Island two years ago, after three 
years living in Bradenton and many years of living 
“all over the place.”
 Breuler said she knows Shaughnessy and, when 
she learned he could not run again, decided to become 
a candidate.
 She said she wanted to make sure the Sandpiper 
community was represented since it makes up a large 
part of Ward 1.
 Voting is from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Nov. 3 at Braden-
ton Beach’s polling place, Tingley Memorial Library, 
111 Second St. N.

Registration closes Oct. 5
 The deadline to register for the November munic-
ipal elections on Anna Maria Island is Oct. 5.
 The elections will take place Nov. 3 in each of 
the Island cities.
 In Anna Maria, five candidates are vying for three 
city commission seats.
 In Bradenton Beach, with two commission seats 
uncontested, the race is for mayor.
 In Holmes Beach, five candidates are campaign-
ing for three commission seats.
 To register to vote in Manatee County, an appli-
cant must be a U.S. citizen, a county resident, at least 
18 years old, not mentally incapacitated and not pos-
sessing a felony conviction on his or her record.
 People can find registration applications at a 
number of locations, including local banks, city halls, 
public libraries, post offices and businesses, such as 
The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The registration application also can be com-
pleted online at www.votemanatee.com, the Manatee 
County Supervisor of elections’ Web site.

Anna Maria Island 
ELECT 2009

Five for three seats in HB
 Holmes Beach voters will elect three city 
commissioners from a field of five candidates in 
the Nov. 3 election.
 Incumbents Pat Geyer, Pat Morton and David 
Zaccagnino are seeking re-election.
 Challengers are Andy Sheridan and Al Rob-
inson.
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New fire district facilities costly
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Unless the West Manatee Fire District hits the 
winning combination in the Florida Lottery soon, 
it will have to hope that its application for federal 
stimulus funds for new facilities and upgrades is 
approved.
 WMFR Chief Andy Price told the district 
board at its Sept. 17 meeting that the company 
hired to inspect the district facilities estimates it 
will take about $7 million to $8 million to do all 
the work under consideration at the three district 
stations.
 That work includes bringing the structures up to 
present building codes, refitting the existing struc-
tures and adding a new administration building.
 “That amount covers all three stations and facili-
ties for the next 20 years,” Price said.
 But that’s if the board wanted to do everything, 
Price noted.
 “Remember, we do not have to come up to code,” 
he said. New building codes were adopted after the 
construction of the buildings, which are grandfa-
thered for code compliance.
 The district could just repair and improve its 
existing structures, but Price said that’s an esti-
mate the company is still working to determine. He 
expected that figure to be available around Jan. 1.
 Price said the estimates are for informational 

purposes only at this point.
 “There’s nothing to be done now. There are a 
lot of things that have to happen before you make a 
decision,” he said.
 True, said board member Jesse Davis, “But 
the longer we wait, the more expensive it will 
become.”

 Price said if the district gets its entire stimulus 
request, it could probably begin construction very 
soon, and do all the estimated work. Without the 
stimulus package, it will take the district two to three 
years to begin even one part of its new facilities pro-
gram.
 It might have to consider borrowing the money 
for repairs and improvements to WMFR facilities, he 
suggested.
 The least expensive option is to refit and repair 
what the district has now, without adding an adminis-
tration building or bringing the buildings up to code, 
Price observed.
 But the district’s facilities are aging. One station 
is 40 years old, while two are 20 years old, Price 
said.
 “There comes a time when they start breaking 
down and you have to replace them,” he said. “It’s 
time to start doing major work” on the facilities.
 Of the estimated $8 million price tag, Price said 
the district is “not the small, little fire district that we 
used to be” when he and every other fireman on the 
Island were volunteers.
 Times have changed and WMFR now has an 
annual budget in excess of $5 million.
 Price said he did not know when the government 
would announce if WMFR was getting any of the 
$210 million earmarked by the administration for fire 
stations facilities across the nation.

WMFR collects for MDA
Firefighters from West Manatee Fire Rescue raised 
$5,262 for the Muscular Dystrophy Association 
at a recent Fill the Boot drive. The donation will 
enable the MDA to purchase two sets of leg braces 
or wheelchairs, send one child to camp and cover 
two clinic visits, a WMFR press release said. 

Annexation talks to begin on Kingfish ramp
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Negotiations for annexing the Kingfish Boat Ramp 
and the vicinity into Holmes Beach will soon begin.
 Manatee County commissioners on Sept. 15 
approved a resolution to enter talks with Holmes 
Beach officials, who want to incorporate the area west 
of the Anna Maria Island Bridge to the city line.
 The county operates the boat ramp and a survey 
shows it lies in unincorporated Manatee County on 
Florida Department of Transportation right of way.
 County commissioners not only agreed to enter a 
discussion on the issue, some suggested that Holmes 
Beach consider extending the possible annexation 
area to include the bridge on Manatee Avenue.
 That idea was raised by Manatee County Sheriff 
Brad Steube, who addressed county commissioners 
prior to their discussion on a resolution to negotiate 
boundaries.
 Steube attended the meeting in Bradenton to 
clarify the record on claims that public safety is a 
significant concern in the boat ramp area.
 During a county board meeting several weeks ago, 
commissioners discussed annexation with Holmes 
Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger and Holmes Beach 
Police Chief Jay Romine.
 Bohnenberger and Romine said their push to 
annex the area is based on concerns about public 
safety — the HBPD is closer to the boat ramp area 
and for years policed it based on assumptions that the 
land was within city limits.
 The boat ramp and unincorporated area just east 
of Holmes Beach are under jurisdiction of the MCSO, 
but the Florida Highway Patrol has jurisdiction on 
State Road 64/Manatee Avenue on the bridge. Bra-
denton has jurisdiction for most of Perico Island and 
on the east end of the bridge.
 Some commissioners, during that earlier meet-
ing, relayed complaints from people who said they 
were involved in accidents on Manatee Avenue near 
the boat ramp or on the bridge and waited as long as 
two hours for law enforcement.
 Steube did not focus on annexation, but instead 
provided commissioners with statistics showing 
public safety is not an issue in the area and that 
response times for accidents in recent years were not 
extraordinarily long.
 In 2006, there were 35 calls for service to the 
boat ramp — about one service call every 10 days 
— according to the sheriff.

 In 2007, Steube said there were 38 calls for ser-
vice or one service call every nine days.
 There were 63 service calls in 2008 — one every 
six days.
 So far this year, the statistics show one service 
call every four days, but, the sheriff said, a majority 
of the service calls were initiated by MCSO deputies 
and only 12 resulted in written reports.
 “There were 21 calls for service that actually 
went to 911,” Steube said, adding that the average 
response time to a call in 2009 is six minutes.
 “Here’s my problem,” Steube said. “If we are 
talking about one call for every four days, I’m not 
sure we have a crime problem here.”
 Steube also provided some statistics for FHP 
responses to accidents in the area. The average response 
time is 17 minutes, he said, adding, “I don’t think that 
this is a long time to be waiting for the FHP.”
 Steube challenged complaints that during an 
accident on Manatee Avenue or the bridge, disabled 
vehicles cannot be moved until law enforcement 
arrives.
 FHP, he said, will get wreckers on the way when 
the road is blocked, the sheriff said.
 “People keep saying this is a public safety issue,” 
Steube said. “I don’t see that. …It is ultimately your 
decision, but as far as being a public safety problem, 
I don’t see that.”
 Steube added that by annexing just the area west 

of the bridge to the city line, Holmes Beach would still 
be leaving the small area under multi-jurisdictions.
 Why not go all the way across the bridge? Steube 
asked.
 When the sheriff concluded, Commission Chair 
Gwen Brown said, “I believe we hit a nerve.”
 The commission next took up a resolution on an 
interlocal service boundary agreement provided by 
deputy county attorney Maureen Sikora.
 The resolution, approved by the commissioners, 
authorizes county staff to negotiate with Holmes 
Beach officials on annexation.
 Commissioner Joe McClash suggested that those 
negotiations include a discussion on Holmes Beach 
annexing the bridge.
 “Is it possible?” Commissioner Ron Getman asked, 
posing a question no one was prepared to answer. “If we 
are going to do this, I would support this if they would 
include all the way to Bradenton.”
 Commissioner Carol Whitmore, former mayor 
of Holmes Beach, said perhaps the city doesn’t want 
to annex as far as the east end of the bridge.
 “All Holmes Beach wants is what they thought 
they had jurisdiction of,” she said. “They didn’t ask 
for any more.”
 Whitmore said pushing to annex more might 
open “a whole bigger can of worms,” especially with 
the Florida Department of Transportation working on 
long-term plans for a replacement bridge.

Shipping out
Boaters arrive with the dawn to the Kingfish Boat Ramp, operated by Manatee County government and in 
unincorporated Manatee County. The city of Holmes Beach wants to annex the land, but not manage the 
ramp. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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BIeO waiting for state fertilizer guidelines
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
  Members of the Coalition of Barrier Island 
Elected Officials would like to see the same, or a 
similar fertilizer ordinance in all three Island cities 
to ensure chemical runoff from lawn fertilization 
doesn’t pollute local waters.
 each Island city the past year has discussed 
implementation of an ordinance.
 But any ordinance adopted by an Island city 
likely won’t be modeled after the Longboat Key fer-
tilizer ordinance, some BIEO officials at a Sept. 16 
meeting said.
 Bradenton Beach Mayor Mike Pierce, who 
chaired the meeting, said the Longboat Key ordinance 
has many good points, but the cost of enforcing it is 
high for smaller cities.
 enforcement of that ordinance would require sev-
eral officers working daily on just that issue, suggested 
Manatee County Commissioner Carol Whitmore.
 “We looked at it and decided the county just 
couldn’t afford it,” she said.
 Bradenton Beach City Commissioner Janie Rob-
ertson, however, said it “would be nice if all three 
Island cities had the same ordinance.”
 That’s probably not going to happen, but Rob-
ertson suggested that when the Florida Department 
of environmental Protection issues its guidelines for 
the use of fertilizers and pesticides, the BIeO should 
meet again to discuss how city ordinances can be 
similar.
 If the ordinances are similar, it will help land-
scaping companies that do business on the Island, 
she said.
 Good idea, responded Holmes Beach City Com-
missioner Sandy Haas-Martens.
 Before Holmes Beach adopts a fertilizer ordi-
nance, the city is waiting for federal and state guide-
lines on the use of those chemicals.
  “We want to see if the landscaping companies 
will do what they are supposed to do under federal 
and state guidelines,” Haas-Martens said.
 Presently, Holmes Beach has adopted manage-
ment practices limiting the use of harmful fertilizers 
by the public works department and other city depart-
ments.
 “You’re right,” said Pierce. “There’s a need for 
guidelines. I don’t think everyone will have the same 
ordinance, but we can all look at the same guidelines 

and work from those.”
 Robertson agreed, but she was concerned that 
some “snow birds” who come down just for three 
months during the dry season will want green 
grass. That means using harmful chemicals, she 
said.
 “There’s no problem during the rainy season,” 
Robertson said.
 Once regulations are adopted in each Island city, 
landscaping companies will face a fine if they ignore 
the criteria for fertilizing lawns, said Haas-Martens.
 “The licensed landscapers will have to abide by 
the rules,” she said.
 It might be some time, however, before each 
Island city has rules regarding the use of fertilizers 
and pesticides.
 Pierce said he’s “expecting something from the 
state within the next year,” but hopes it will arrive 
sooner.
 “We want to save the environment as much as 
we can,” he said.
 Whitmore said that when the DeP issues its 
guidelines, the county commission will look at those 
and make suggestions to the cities.
 “Remember, you can always make your ordi-
nance more strict than the state, but the county is not 

going to tell you guys what to do,” Whitmore said.
 “Let’s all get on the same page when we get the 
state and county guidelines,” Robertson concluded.

Cortez Bridge closure
 Pierce noted that the Cortez Bridge will close 
“intermittently” during night-time hours the next 
month for maintenance and painting.
 Bradenton Beach Police Chief Sam Speciale is 
aware of the closures and will have officers on the 
bridge for traffic control, Pierce said.

Joint planning committee
 The BIeO nominated Pierce to replace Holmes 
Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger on the Joint Plan-
ning Committee established by the 2002 Accord 
agreement on development in Manatee County and 
its incorporated cities.
 Bohnenberger has been the Island representative 
since the JPC’s inception and it’s time for a replace-
ment, said Haas-Martens, speaking for Bohnenberger, 
who was unable to attend the BIeO meeting.
 “As mayor, he’s just got a lot on his plate and 
would like to be replaced,” she said.
 The nomination must be approved by the Bra-
denton Beach City Commission.

Negotiating to begin for marine HQ
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 County staff is set to begin negotiations 
with a firm for design and construction services 
on a marine rescue headquarters in Bradenton 
Beach.
 The building will house the county’s marine 
rescue operations, including lifeguards, and the 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Office marine division, 
will be located south of Leffis Key on Coquina 
Bayside.
 On Sept. 15, the Manatee County Board of 
Commissioners authorized county staff to negoti-
ate a contract with Zirchelbach Construction Inc. 
of Palmetto.
 The county’s plans for the structure call for a 
4,250- square-foot headquarters elevated on pil-

ings with parking underneath.
 The board had initially authorized staff to 
negotiate a contract with Power Contracting LLC 
of Palmetto, which submitted the lowest bid on 
the project.
 However, according to a county memo to 
commissioners, “As the negotiations progressed, 
significant changes in the original stated offer 
occurred. …Costs rose to … an increase of 30.4 
percent. As a result, staff cannot recommend 
continuing negotiations with Power Contracting 
LLC based on the committee’s lack of confidence 
and the difficulties this firm has had in develop-
ing and pricing the minimal scope of work for 
this project.”
 Zirkelbach’s proposed design and construc-
tion estimate is $1,361,983.
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Have your say
 We welcome and encourage your original com-
ments on topics, columns and editorials in The 
Islander. 
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 
250 words and reserves the right to edit for length, 
accuracy and grammar. Letters must include name, 
address, and a contact phone number (for verifica-
tion). Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
 Letters are published on a space-available basis 
with regard to length and timeliness of the material. 
Writers are limited to one published letter per month.
 Address letters by e-mail to news@islander.org 
or mail to 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 
34217, or comment on matters on the Islander Web 
site at www.islander.org.

Winning the race
 While we understand folks on Anna Maria Island 
get tired of hearing about how folks up north do it 
better by offering worn-out advice on how to drive, 
we were prone years back to admire the use of golf 
carts on the roadways in not-so-far-north Sun City 
Center — and slow, slow speeds, including, yes, on 
a state road.
 Now, finally, comes Bradenton Beach, ready to 
gear up for the race to allow low-speed vehicles on 
Island roads, changing our course in the right direc-
tion — toward greener, safer, calmer transportation. 
 Long ago, we wished for lower speeds, aka 
25-mph as in Anna Maria, for Bradenton Beach and 
Holmes Beach. Lower speeds are proven to reduce 
accidents and would allow the use of what’s desired 
now for alternative modes of transportation.
 Do we really need speeds of 40-plus mph on 
Manatee Avenue and the volume of accidents at the 
intersection with east Bay Drive?
 Quaint “old Florida” destination slows the pace. 
We can see the headlines now …
 It’s worth a green flag.

Next step
 Manatee County commissioners are presently 
considering replacement for the soon-to-be-removed, 
badly deteriorated pier at the Manatee Public 
Beach.
 We hope they’ll take a long look a the proposals 
and go for the long pier.
 In fact, even though money is hard to find, they 
should dig deep for the best possible pier.
 It would be short-sighted to give short-shrift to 
the No. 1 county asset — the beach.
 Why not look at the best possible pier, one that 
would serve more than fishers and strollers, but serve 
as the jewel on our beach for miles and miles? Make 
it wider, longer and more beautiful than ever imag-
ined and provide amenities.
  Dig deep. Show us you do better than a short pier. 
Give us a showpiece. Put the crown on the beach. 
 We have an attraction that is unparalleled. It 
deserves to be an investment, and just as we did with 
our elementary school, and as we should with any 
project, including bridges, we should look for the 
very best we can do, and never compromise.
 Ferris wheel? No. T-end, bait shack, gazebo, 
benches, rest rooms, services? Yes! 
 If you agree, please, encourage our officials to 
see the light. You can find their contact information 
online at www.islander.org on the opinion page.

Thanks stranger
 It happened on the beach this morning, Sept. 
17.
 Wife Laurie and I sat down to rest on a bench at 
the bend end of Magnolia. It had two empty coffee 
cups on it.
 A couple came walking up the beach and the man 
stopped to retrieve the cups.
 I joked: Next time you leave these cups here, be 
sure they’re full.
 He asked: Cream and sugar?
 I replied, Yes.
 Fifteen minutes later he was back with two hot 
cups of coffee, with cream and sugar, of course.
 I said: You’re a gentleman and a scholar.
 That’s the nicest thing that ever happened to us 
on the beach in more than 50 years.
 Thanks stranger.
 John Adams, Holmes Beach

Rainy day
 What is the purpose of having “road flooded” 
signs if people cannot get any signs placed when the 
road floods?
 We were told that they were out of them yet last 
week there were several locations with signs posted 
in areas that were not impacting property owners.
 I saw a BrightHouse truck throw a wake of 4 
feet in a flooded area, causing more flooding to 
areas in distress.
 My videotape can back up that event if anyone cares 
to see how people act during a non-hurricane event.
 If a driver spots a flooded street, why would he 
or she attempt to go through it and cause more prob-
lems?
 The answer, in my opinion, is that the motorist 
can. He or she has an SUV, and no place to go so 
the driver cruises the Island to cause more wakes 
than necessary.

 Next time, consider the viewpoints of your 
neighbors and their situation and give the Island 
a break. Stay home and pretend it is a “Snow 
Day!”
 Kathy Caserta, Holmes Beach

Arf, thanks
 Thank you so much to the people who helped me 
and my dog Barry out of a canal Sunday morning! 
 We are grateful to the nice woman who was driv-
ing past us on Marina Drive and who offered and 
went to go get help from my home, and to ed Sterba 
and the two other men who helped lift us out.
 Barry was looking at some fish and lost his foot-
ing.  He tumbled into the water and slipped right out 
of his collar. And he couldn’t jump up to me because 
his paws were stuck in the muck. 
 When help arrived, I was able to jump in and lift 
him up and then they lifted me up and out. We were 
pretty dirty and a little cut up, but fine, and grateful.
 Thank you all for the rescue.
 Lisa Williams, Holmes Beach

mailto:news@islander.org
http://www.islander.org
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Date low High Rainfall
Sept. 13 79 90 .10
Sept. 14 77  90 0
Sept. 15 76 88 .10
Sept. 16 75 88 0
Sept. 17 76 90 0
Sept. 18 74 91 .10
Sept. 19 75 93 0
Average Gulf water temperature 87      °
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Temps and Drops on AMI

The BesT 16 years

since 1992
16

Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
The Original Waterfront Restaurant

Breakfast • Lunch •  Dinner  • Beer/Wine
200 Bridge St. •  Bradenton Beach

Open every day • 778-1604

Lunch • Dinner • Full Bar 
902 S. Bay Blvd • Anna Maria  
778-3953 • Open Every Day

As always... Free Beer Tomorrow

VOTED  TOP-10 FISH RESTAURANT BY SARASOTA MAGAZINE!

Live shrimp at the bait shop!

ROTTEN RALPH’S
on the Historic Bridge Street Pier

ROOOOTTTTTTTTEEEENNNN RRRRAAAALLLLPPPPHHHH’’’’SSSSRRRRRRRROOOOOOO RRRROOOOTTTTTTTTEEEENNNN RRRRAAAALLLLPPPPHHHH’’’’SSSS

Kids Eat FREE all day, 
everyday from our 

children’s menu with 
purchase of adult entree.

AGES 5-12
PRIZES FOR:
f SMALLEST
f LARGEST
f WEIRDEST
f MOST FISH
FREE BAIT & TACKLE
JUST BRING YOUR POLE!
CALL 778-3400 
FOR MORE INFO.

KID’S FISHING CONTEST
10am - Noon • Saturday • Oct 3

on the Historic Bridge Street Pier

 • Tropical Storm Harvey, forecast to make land-
fall on Anna Maria Island on Sept. 21, veered south 
just hours before landfall and struck the Fort Myers 
area. The expected 60-mph winds and accompanying 
storm surge failed to materialize. The Island received 
only minimal rain and winds.
 • Anna Maria Mayor Chuck Shumard said devel-
oper Jim Toomey planned to purchase the six vacant 
lots on the northwest corner of the Pine Avenue-Bay 
Boulevard intersection and offered to sell the three 
lots closest to the humpback bridge to the city for 
an undisclosed price. The price for six lots was $1.1 
million.
 • An Anna Maria resident living in the 200 block 
of South Bay Boulevard was robbed at knife-point by 
his ex-roommate, who took $1,500 from the man’s 
wallet and fled with his car. Police later found the 
vehicle abandoned at a mainland department store 
and issued an alert to arrest the former roommate.

There goes the neighborhood
 As a Holmes Beach property owner neighboring 
a proposed development on Sunrise Lane, I would 
like to voice my opinion and concerns. 
 Several of the residents of Sunrise Lane have 
lived there for some 40 plus years. This lane is unique 
on Anna Maria Island as it includes only six water-
front homes, all of which have deep lots allowing for 
long driveways and estate-type features. 
 The new owners of one platted lot on Sunrise 
Lane apparently plan to build two homes, but will 
require a variance to do so. With regards to the devel-
opment request, it is only natural, I believe, that as a 
resident, it would be more acceptable to me to have 
two single-family homes built next door rather than 
two or more condo/homes as property values are 
always a concern.
 No where have I ever witnessed the legal manip-
ulations of density and frontage codes by condo-type 
of development than Holmes Beach. It is quite obvi-
ous that this type of condo development has changed 
the face of the Island. We have literally been swal-
lowed up by this need to feed the greed. We are on 
the fast track to losing this quaint Island that has been 
featured in so many travel magazines and national 
publications.
 I propose that instead of the city continuing to 
allow or offer variances with reduced roadside front-
age in an effort to avoid overdevelopment, that the 
city change the ordinances regarding “condo” devel-
opment and make it a priority. After all, wasn’t it just 
recently that the city had to get involved with many 
two-owner “condos” because they were at risk of 
losing their ownership status due to the lack of abid-
ance to the laws governing condominiums?
 Our land-development code provides criteria in 
order to grant a variance. I’ve always thought that 

OpinionYour
variances could be granted to property owners who 
meet those requirements, including a hardship based 
on the current codes. 
 Does expanding the density of an existing single-
family $1 million piece of waterfront property con-
stitute a hardship? 
 People need to start realizing what is going to 
become of this “quaint” Island by this blatant lack of 
accountability. The Island as it “was” brought these 
developers here. Increasing density and reducing set-
backs and frontages all for increased profits will be 
the demise of our slice of “old Florida.” 
 My suggestion to the developing neighbors is 
that they replace the one beautiful house that they 
tore down with only one beautiful house and sell it 
to a family that will truly enjoy living on this tremen-
dous street and, in so doing, become good neighbors 
themselves. 
 Judy Titsworth, Holmes Beach

Plaza peaks
Workers put the top on what appears to be a 
tower for the AMI Plaza in Holmes Beach, bridg-
ing the gap between two commercial buildings at 
the corner of Gulf Drive and Holmes Boulevard. 
Islander Photo: Bonner Joy
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Island 
PEST and TERMITE
CONTROL INC.

•  Subterranean & Drywood          
 Termite Control
• General Pest Control
• Lawn and Ornamental  
 Treatments
• Weed Control and   
 Fertilizations
• In-Wall Tube Systems

mail@islandpestandtermitecontrol.com
www.islandpestandtermite.com

Sarasota
941-365-2893

Beach
941-778-1337

fax
941-778-3285

Bradenton
941-794-1005

Brandon
813-643-0200

fax
813-643-0595

Port Charlotte
941-625-6887

t] u

Sign up for either Drywood or 
Subterranean Termite Guaran-
tee and receive up to an instant 
$600 discount! Call immediate-
ly, only the First 500 customers 
are eligible!

We now accept Discover Card.

PEST an
CONTRO

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

HUMIDITY CONTROLS

Are you going away and closing your home 
for even a short while? A dehumidistat will 

help prevent mildew formation. Installed with your 
existing thermostat, it works in conjunction with the 
thermostat to run your  a/c system only when the 
two mildew-forming conditions are met (heat and 
humidity).

N 4

778-9622 

Don’t leave your home without…

For only $128 you can 
buy “peace of mind.” 

Let us install one for you. 
Our price includes: parts, labor and sales tax.

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
FC

05
77

78
)

Serving the Island, LBK, 
Manatee & Sarasota Counties since 1975

OPEN SAT.

Locally owned and operated • Certified General Contractor CGC008799
Bradenton, FL • Phone 941-809-7066 • Fax 941-749-7079

sandhoffmail@aol.com • www.sandhoffconstruction.com

SSSSSSPECIALIZING IN NEW CONSTRUCTION, REMODLING, 
OOOOOOUTDOOR KITCHENS, PERGOLA’S AND ADDITIONS. 

Building excellence for 30 years

WE HAVE AMI
STICKERS

Get yours at 5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach

$2 $2

Community Center eyes wedding revenue
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Beset by a sagging economy that has seen dona-
tions and income decline by almost 10 percent the 
past year, the Anna Maria Island Community Center 
is looking at the hottest business on the Island as a 
source of revenue.
 “The wedding trade has become extremely popu-
lar on the Island and it’s time the center went looking 
for that business,” said AMICC executive director 
Pierrette Kelly.
 “We’ve got the largest indoor facility on the 
Island and the banquet hall can handle a wedding 
reception of 240 people comfortably and could go up 
to 400 people,” Kelly said. “I think we are perfect for 
the larger wedding receptions.”
 The Center has been holding wedding receptions 
for the past 20 years, she said. It just hasn’t advertised 
that fact.
 “We did it long before Island weddings became 
so popular, but we did it primarily for our members 
and Island residents,” Kelly said.
 Times have changed.
 The Center now has a color brochure advertising 
its location and amenities for large wedding recep-
tions. Additionally, the Center will have a represen-
tative at the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce Wedding Festival in February to showcase the 
Center.
 The Center doesn’t have a budget to advertise 
online or in wedding trade magazines.
 “It would be great if we did, but we’ve never 
had an advertising budget. We rely mostly on 
word-of-mouth for our wedding receptions,” Kelly 
said. “If we can get the word out to more people 
about our facility, it would be a great thing for the 
Center.”
 With good reason.
 Times are tough for all nonprofit organizations, 
Kelly observed. Donations and endowment fund-
ing are off by 10 percent and the Center still makes 
monthly mortgage payments for its new facility.
 “Our financial situation is OK, but not great,” she 

said. “I’m now devoting a lot of time to writing grant 
proposals and letters to endowment funds and donors, 
but it’s difficult everywhere for nonprofit organiza-
tions,” she said.
 “A lot of our donors just don’t have the funds 
they used to have, so we have to take every opportu-
nity to find funding sources,” she said.
 The Island’s escalating wedding industry might 
help.
 From about 100 weddings annually five years 
ago, the wedding business has grown remarkably 
fast. Several Island hoteliers recently estimated that 
there would be about 700 Island weddings this year 
and more than 1,000 in 2010.

 In addition to weddings, the Center can accom-
modate business meetings, special event receptions 
and parties.
 Island businesses are used for catering, floral 
arrangements and entertainment for receptions and 
events, Kelly said.
 “We like to take care of our Island businesses as 
much as possible. I only wish we had more events 
where we can hire their services. Hopefully, the 
wedding festival will help spread the word about the 
Center.”
 The Center is at 407 Magnolia Ave. in Anna 
Maria.
 For more information, call 941-778-1908.

County approves funds for wedding fest
 Manatee County joined Island businesses in 
a civil union Sept. 23.
 The county board of commissioners commit-
ted its support to the Anna Maria Island Wedding 
Festival scheduled for Feb. 28, 2010. The board 
approved awarding the Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce up to $9,980 to market the event.
 In August, the Manatee County Tourist 
Development Council recommended the alloca-
tion, which will be used to reimburse the cham-
ber’s advertising expenses in newspapers, maga-
zines and on the Internet and television.

 As a condition of receiving of the money, 
the chamber must include the Bradenton Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau logo in festival 
advertising.
 Also, county officials stressed that the allo-
cation comes from tourist tax dollars, not prop-
erty taxes.
 Businesses Islandwide, as well as many 
off-Island operations, plan to participate in the 
festival, now in its third year.
 The marketing budget for the event is about 
$38,000.

… and hold back those wedding tears
 Planners hope to finalize a draft of Holmes 
Beach’s floodplain management plan during a meet-
ing at 3 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 30.
 The meeting will take place in the commission 
chambers at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 City staff, elected officials and planning consul-
tant Bill Brisson began working on the plan in mid-
summer.
 A final draft will be presented in October to the 

city commission for consideration.
 “All property and business owners, civic groups, 
and interested citizens are invited to participate,” read 
a city news release announcing the meeting. “This 
plan determines our flood insurance rating and may 
affect flood insurance premiums.”
 Questionnaires on flood problems in Holmes 
Beach also can be completed at city hall and down-
loaded from the city’s Web site at www.holmes-
beachfl.org.
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778-8323 days
758-0395 evenings
315 58th Street ✧ Suite I ✧ Holmes Beach

Music Lessons for All Ages!

Guitar ✧ Piano ✧ Flute
Saxophone ✧ Clarinet 
Music Theory
Songwriting Consultation

KoKo Ray’s 
Island Studio 10% 

DISCOUNT FOR 
ALL AME 

STUDENTS!

Chiropractic CARE
in Anna Maria
Sandra Ashbrook, D.C.

9908 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria
(inside beach fi tness)

941-962-7785
www.annamariachiropractic.com

  
Owners 

Rick, Aaron & Judi Rickerson
Family owned and operated for 30 years

5608 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach
Across the street from the Island Library

See us for your Complete
Auto
Repair
Services

ASE Certifi ed 
Technicians

"My goal is to lower your insurance 
premiums on health and life insurance. 
I've saved many island families 
thousands of dollars and I desire to do 
the same for you. I want your business 
and will go the extra mile to get it. 
Please call for a fast, free, no-
obligation quote."
Laurie Higgins
941-778-8303 • Call til 9pm!

Laurie Higgins:
Local Insurance Agent Willing to

Work Hard for Your Business

Seabreeze Insurance LLC
315 58th St. Suite F, Holmes Beach
www.seabreezeinsuranceonline.com

✹ Located in Historic Whitney Beach Plaza
✹ Free mimosas with spa treatments

✹ $10 of each spa treatment donated to St. Jude Research Hospital

6824 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key
941.383.9692

Summer Hours Tues-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-2 
www.longboatbodyretreat.com

Longboat Body Retreatgggggg yyyyyyyyyyyyg yy
Massage • Facials 

Body Treatments • Cosmetic Microcurrent 
Permanent Makeup • Yoga

City easing up on carts, low-speed vehicles
On the books

 Florida law defines “low-speed vehicle” as 
“any four-wheeled vehicle whose top speed is 
greater than 20 mph but not greater than 25 mph, 
including neighborhood electric vehicles.”
 Florida law allows a “low-speed vehicle” to 
be “operated only on streets where the posted 
speed limit is 35 mph or less.” It does not pro-
hibit a low-speed vehicle from crossing a road 
or street with a posted speed limit of more than 
35 mph.
 Florida law defines a “golf cart” as a vehicle 
for operation on a golf course or for recreational 
purposes, not capable of exceeding speeds of 20 
mph.
 State law prohibits the operation of “golf 
carts” on roads unless “a county or a municipal 
street … has been designated by a municipality 
for use by golf carts. Upon a determination that 
golf carts may be safely operated on a desig-
nated road or street, the responsible governmen-
tal entity shall post appropriate signs to indicate 
that such operation is allowed.”

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Low-speed drivers, start your engines.
 Bradenton Beach city commissioners agreed last 
week that they do not want to pursue an ordinance 
banning low-speed vehicles within city limits.
 Additionally, commissioners said they wanted 
to explore lifting a prohibition against golf carts — 
which go slower than low-speed vehicles — in cer-
tain areas of Bradenton Beach.
 The decisions were reached during a Sept. 17 
meeting.
 City attorney Ricinda Perry introduced the topic, 
explaining that she and Police Chief Sam Speciale 
were looking into what ordinances needed to be 
revised or enacted to allow a low-speed vehicle to 
transport people from the Coquina Beach parking lot 
to their workplaces in the Bridge Street area.
 While researching ordinances and state statutes, 
Perry said she learned that low-speed vehicles that 
meet certain requirements are legal on Florida roads 
where the speed limit is 35 mph or less. That means 
state law allows low-speed vehicles in Bradenton 
Beach except for Gulf Drive from the north end of 
Coquina Beach to the bridge to Longboat Key.
 If the commission wanted to prohibit LSVs, an 
ordinance would be required, Perry said. Then she 
asked what avenue the commission wants to take.
 Commissioners looked to Speciale, who in the 
past has raised concerns about slower, smaller vehi-
cles traveling in Bradenton Beach’s sometimes bus-
tling traffic.
 “The only concern that I had regarding these 
is the safety issue,” Speciale said, adding that his 
apprehension was more with golf carts than LSVs. 
“These LSVs are nice little trucks. I know they are 
eco-friendly. I have no issue … if the commission 
doesn’t.”
 Golf carts, however, still should be restricted, 
Speciale advised.
 “Golf carts don’t go 35 mph,” he said. “The LSV 
is a totally different animal” from the golf cart.
 He suggested that if the commission wants to ease 
restrictions, then perhaps the carts could be allowed 
in the city’s historic district — the downtown area 
around Bridge Street — and the “avenues” just south 
of the Sandpiper Resort community.
 early in the meeting, commissioners also heard 
an appeal from Lauren Sato of Beach Bums in Anna 
Maria, which rents LSVs and carts.
 “Bradenton Beach is a vibrant, eclectic area,” 
she said, and it presently is off-limits to vacationers 

cruising the Island on LSVs.
 Sato asked commissioners to ease restrictions.
 After some discussion, commissioners agreed not 
to pursue an ordinance prohibiting LSVs and to have 
Perry and Speciale work on a plan to allow golf carts 
in the historic district and side streets on the north end 
of the city.
 In other business Sept. 17, commissioners:
 • Approved special event applications from the 
Anna Maria Island Privateers for Thieves Markets on 
a number of Saturdays and a Christmas parade and 
party on Dec. 12.
 • Discussed a growing concern with delinquent 
sanitation and stormwater accounts, which will be 
continued at a workshop meeting at 1 p.m. Oct. 6.
 • Authorized the city attorney to review a county 
ordinance on panhandling for consideration in the 
city.
 • Agreed to hold a workshop meeting to discuss 
updating the city’s Web site at 1 p.m. Oct. 20.

And commission gets strict  
on Sunshine class

 Seeking to avoid dark days under Florida’s Sun-
shine Law, Bradenton Beach commissioners last 

week stressed that those who fail to attend a class on 
the subject will be booted from boards or commit-
tees.
 Government in the Sunshine was a topic raised 
by city attorney Ricinda Perry at the Sept. 17 com-
mission meeting.
 Perry also prepared a memo on the issue in 
response to questions from members of the Scenic-
WAVeS advisory committee about the application 
of the state Sunshine Law and Public Records Act to 
them and to e-mail correspondence.
 “E-mails are being sent before and after meet-
ings,” Perry said. “I have been told that comments 
are not being expressly solicited; however, certain 
topics may have the effect of generating responsive 
e-mails,” Perry wrote. “Arguably, each member 
may submit an independent e-mail on the same 
topic without violating the Sunshine Law; how-
ever, this can quickly and easily lead into a gray 
area of responsive e-mails that would violate the 
Sunshine Law. It is a slippery slope and a danger-
ous precedent to set.”
 Perry stressed the importance of educating com-
mittee and board members about the statutes, as well 
as including the city clerk on any e-mail correspon-
dence related to city business.
 Commissioners and city clerk Nora Idso 
agreed.
 Perry recommended three policies:
 • Create limitations on communications, such as 
restricting electronic correspondence to facsimiles 
and e-mail messages, but not allowing city business 
to be conducted in social networking venues, such as 
Twitter.
  • Mandate that e-mail communications of any 
business of a board or committee be copied to the 
city clerk.
 • Mandate that board and committee members 
attend the city-sponsored class on the Sunshine Law 
and Public Records Act and institute a policy that fail-
ure to comply would result in the person’s removal 
from the board.
 “The city has been very good about making 
sure we offer Sunshine classes,” Perry said. “But we 
haven’t been extremely forceful in making sure they 
attend or make up the class or be removed from the 
committee.”
 Commissioners, with John Shaughnessy absent, 
endorsed Perry’s recommendations.
 “I’m a real stickler about this,” said Commis-
sioner Janie Robertson. “If you haven’t been to a 
Sunshine class, you should not be on the board.”
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Birds on a clean shore at Coquina Beach. County 
officials are working with state and federal offi-

cials, as well as environmental groups, to reduce 
raking and leave more wrack on the shore for feed-

ing birds. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

County reviewing beach-raking practices
‘It’s the wrack that truly 
brings a beach to life.’ 
— FWC biologist Blair 
Witherington

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Manatee County is testing a change in its beach-
raking practices on Anna Maria Island to better pro-
tect the natural wrackline.
 “It’s the wrack that truly brings a beach to life,” 
said Florida Fish and Wildlife biologist Blair With-
erington.
 County officials have met with representatives 
from state and federal agencies, as well as talked with 
representatives from nonprofit organizations such as 
Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and the Audubon 
Society about changing beach-raking practices for 
environmental benefits, said Charlie Hunsicker, the 
county natural resources director.
 The focus, Hunsicker said, is on protecting the 
natural wrack, the buildup of vegetation that provides 
habitat for a variety of wildlife. The county already 
adheres to beach-raking restrictions to protect sea 
turtles that nest on Florida’s beaches.
 Regular beachgoers know that sometimes the 
buildup on the shore stinks, but the county’s intent 
in raking the shore at Manatee Public and Coquina 
beaches is not to remove the natural wrack that con-
tains bones, seaweed, coral, seeds, seagrasses, shells, 
sea beans and sponges, said Hunsicker.
 The intent is to remove soiled diapers, plastic 
bags, straws, aluminum cans and other litter that 
either washes ashore or that people leave behind after 
a beach day.
 “We’re also animals of the beach,” said Hun-
sicker. “And we leave behind bottles and cans and 
waste paper and used diapers and all manner of 
things.”
 Raking serves safety and sanitary purposes, he 
said, but “our challenge is to find a balance.”
 What’s the cost of raking the beaches?
 That’s a rhetorical question Audubon of Florida 
put to the Florida Department of environmental Pro-
tection a year ago.
 “Audubon is very concerned about the impacts 
of beach ‘cleaning’ permitted by your bureau on 
imperiled shorebird and seabird species protected 
under state and federal law. Many of these species 

depend on Florida’s beaches for nesting, wintering or 
migratory stopover habitat and are rapidly declining 
as a result of human disturbance and habitat altera-
tion, including beach ‘cleaning’ (raking),” Audubon 
wildlife policy coordinator Julie Wraithmell wrote 
the DeP Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems.
 Audubon detailed the effects of raking on nesting 
imperiled birds: “Because beach-nesting birds do not 
build nests but lay their eggs in shallow scrapes right 
on the open beach, their only protection is camou-
flage. … Because these birds, their nests, eggs and 
chicks are so well camouflaged, it is very easy for 
pedestrians to overlook them and to even tread on 
eggs and nests. As you might imagine, these eggs 
and chicks are impossible to detect from the driver’s 
seat of heavy machinery used on our beaches for 
raking.”
  Raking also impacts imperiled and migrant 
birds, according to Audubon. The state’s beaches are 
essential habitat for a hemisphere’s worth of migra-
tory shorebirds, such as piping plovers, which spend 
winters on the coast, and red knots, which use the 
coast for rest stops.
 “Many of these species depend on wrack as an 
important food source,” Wraithmell said. “Removing 
this resource diminishes the habitat value to these 
species and in some cases may render the habitat 
unusable to them. It is for this reason that the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service frequently conditions its 
approval of beach renourishment projects on the pro-
hibition of wrack removal and restricts turtle tilling 
to the zone above the wrackline.”
 The Florida Master Naturalist Program of Coastal 
Systems of Florida also advocates leaving the wrack 
on the beaches.
 “The more we study beach wrack, the more we 
learn how important this source is to coastal ecol-
ogy,” reads a public awareness notice from FMNP.
 The wrack, according to the FMNP, an extension 
service under the University of Florida, can help sta-
bilize the shore in unpopulated areas. Seagrass pro-
vides habitat for small animals and, when it washes 
back to sea can give hatchling sea turtles a ride.
 Biologists with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission also have endorsed more 
natural beaches.
 “While a natural beach may not look as mani-
cured as a raked beach, the diversity and richness of a 
natural, functioning beach is infinitely more interest-
ing than the sterile landscape of one that is groomed,” 

PLeASe See BeACH, NexT PAGe
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said FWC biologist Nancy Douglass.
 Audubon, in its statement to the DeP, concluded 
that beach cleaning is “an elective, cosmetic activ-
ity that is resulting in irreparable damage to public 
trust resources” and DEP is “complicit in the take of 
protected species by sanctioning raking in the most 
sensitive of these areas.”
 Hunsicker said the county also is concerned with 
the plight of imperiled species and the success of 
nesting on its beaches.
 And, in the year since Audubon questioned gov-
ernment-permitted raking on Florida’s beaches, state, 
federal and local officials have begun work to study 
the impact of beach cleaning and initiated test pro-
grams to reduce already limited raking programs.
 Raking takes place on less than 30 percent of 
the Island’s shore, primarily at Coquina and Manatee 
Public beaches, and the raker’s goal is to try to leave 
behind some vegetation and shells.
 “It’s not a sweep of the beach,” Hunsicker said.
 Still, he added, “We’re looking at reducing the 
frequency of beach raking and avoiding raking in 
some strategic areas.”
 One area, said Hunsicker, is the “no swim” zone 
on south Coquina Beach near Longboat Pass. With 
no swimmers allowed, that’s an area where fewer 
people congregate.
 “It’s where we can realize the benefits of reduced 
raking without necessarily reducing sunbathing,” 
Hunsicker said.
 And the county is working with Audubon and 
AMITW to monitor bird populations on the beach.
 “We need to do a better documentation of where 
the protected birds are,” Hunsicker said.
 Another component of a reduced raking initiative 
will be a public education campaign to raise aware-
ness “of the role that shoreline vegetation plays,” he 
added.
 Yet another element might involve added 
efforts to non-mechanically remove litter from the 
beaches.
 “We’ll embrace every volunteer,” Hunsicker 
said.
 

Raking coordinated  
for turtle safety

Beach raking under review
CONTINUeD FROM PAGe 10

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 To protect sea turtles nesting and hatching on 
Anna Maria Island’s beaches, Manatee County’s 
beach-raking operations do not begin without an all-
clear signal from Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch.
 That’s one of the reasons AMITW volunteers 
walk the beach at sunrise. They collect data, mark 
nests and signal the start to routine operations on the 
shore.
 The county’s raking program, which officials 
are now reviewing in an effort to also protect nest-
ing and migratory birds on the shore, is permitted by 
the Florida Department of environmental Protection 
Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems based in Tal-
lahassee.
 The permit is specific regarding raking — called 
“mechanical beach-cleaning activities” — during 
marine turtle nesting season, which is from May 1 
through Oct. 31.
 Raking, under the permit, must be confined to 
daylight hours, from sunrise to sunset, and it cannot 
take place until the survey of nesting activity is com-
pleted.
 AMITW volunteers mark turtle nests for a 
number of reasons — to monitor activity is one 
reason. Another is to keep equipment off the nest. 
The beach-cleaning permit requires that nests 
have a circle of tape or string having a radius of 3 
feet, with the center being the location of the egg 
clutch.
 “No mechanical cleaning equipment is allowed 
inside of this circle,” the DeP restriction states.

  In the event that nest markers are lost, which 
can occur in stormy weather or high water, the DeP 
states that “no mechanical beach cleaning shall be 
conducted until the marine turtle permit holder 
identifies the nest and restores the markers.
 “In the event that the nest cannot be found 
and may have been lost during high water con-
ditions, the permittee shall contact FFWCC staff 
… to determine if mechanical beach cleaning can 
resume.”
 Restrictions also regulate the depth of raking on 
the beach — no more than 2 inches from the beach 
surface. And the maximum tire pressure of the tractor 
is 10 psi — pounds per square inch.
 Also, “mechanical beach-cleaning equipment 
shall avoid all native, salt-tolerant dune vegetation 
by a minimum of 10 feet.”

Nesting by the numbers
 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch reported 
167 loggerhead sea turtle nests on the beach as 
of Sept. 18.
 AMITW also reported 137 false crawls, 139 
hatched nests and 10,410 hatchlings to the sea.
 Nesting season continues through Oct. 31.
 AMITW will celebrate the 2009 season with 
a breakfast gathering at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 
26, at Smugglers Landing in Cortez.

Volunteers 
sought for 
cleanup

 Volunteers are needed for the annual Coastal 
Cleanup that will take place in Manatee County from 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Oct. 3.
 Keep Manatee Beautiful organizes the event in 
Manatee County, part of a worldwide effort to remove 
litter from shores, parks and roads.
 KMB’s adopt-a-highway and road and shore 
groups will clean up at their regular sites, but vol-
unteers are needed for other locations in the county, 
including several on Anna Maria Island.
 Volunteers can register for cleanup duty at 9 a.m. 
at:
 • Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive.
 • Kingfish Boat Ramp, north of East Bay Drive 
on Manatee Avenue.
 • Coquina Beach gulfside by the concession 
stand.
 • Sixth Street South beach access on Gulf Drive 
in Bradenton Beach.
 • Cortez Maritime Museum, 11601 Cortez Road 
W.
 • Palma Sola Causeway at pavilions on the north 
side of Manatee Avenue.
 • Historic Wares Creek at Bradenton Woman’s 
Club, 1705 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.
 •  Church of Christ, 201 Ninth Ave. E., Braden-
ton.
 • Emerson Point Conservation Park at the west 
end of 17th Street West in Palmetto.
 • Terra Ceia on U.S. 19 at the northwest corner 
of the bridge by Crab Trap I.
 • Ray’s Canoe Hideaway at 1289 Hagle Park 
Road.
 • Jiggs’ Landing at Braden River Road and Linger 
Lodge Road.
 • Riverside Park pavilion at 801 Riverside Drive 
in Palmetto.
 For more information, call KMB at 941-795-
8272.
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ScenicWAVeS pursues gateway project
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A Bradenton Beach advisory committee wants 
city commission authorization to explore a gateway 
project at Cortez Road and Gulf Drive.
 Members of the ScenicWAVeS advisory commit-
tee, meeting Sept. 14 at city hall, agreed to ask com-
missioners to appoint staff or a committee to explore 
a gateway project.
 That exploration will involve discussions with 
the owners of the property on the west side of Gulf 
Drive at Cortez Road.
 “There is a private parcel where we thought we 
had a street end,” city building official Steve Gil-
bert said of the area, which also consists of Florida 
Department of Transportation right of way for Cortez 
Road and Gulf Drive.
 Gilbert said property owners could be asked if 
they might agree to a lease that could lead to the 
placement of a gateway art installation and possibly 
a pocket park.
 “The problem now is there isn’t room in DOT’s 
right of way to do the project right now,” Gilbert 
said.
 Another option, which has been discussed briefly 
at previous ScenicWAVeS meetings, is for a gateway 
installation over Cortez Road on the west end of the 
bridge.
 “It can be done,” Manon Lavoie, the DOT repre-
sentative to the committee, said, stressing that there 
would be a host of requirements to meet.
 “I would not take anything off the table,” said 
city project/program manager Lisa Marie Phillips.
 In other business, the committee voted to rec-
ommend that the city place the majority of newly 
purchased solar-powered decorative lights on historic 
Bridge Street.
 The lights, according to public works director 

Going for gateway
The Bradenton Beach ScenicWAVES advisory committee is promoting an effort to improve the entrance to 
the city at Cortez Road and Gulf Drive with a gateway art project. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Tom Woodard, could be installed before the holiday 
season.
 “The sooner I can get some placement with these 
… the better off we’ll be. We can get these in before 
Thanksgiving,” Woodard told ScenicWAVeS.
 Woodard presented the committee with a map 
showing eight lights on Bridge Street, eight more 
at the roundabout in the intersection of Bridge 
Street and Gulf Drive and five lights along Gulf 
Drive between Bridge Street and Second Street 
North.

 After some discussion, the committee approved a 
motion to decrease the number of lights at the round-
about by four and to increase the number of lights on 
Bridge Street.
 Woodard then took the recommendation to the 
city commission, which had asked for advice from 
ScenicWAVeS as well as Bridge Street merchants.
 Woodard also stressed that the lights are decora-
tive, not for safety, and that if more lighting is needed 
in the central business district he would request more 
street lights from Florida Power & Light. 

veterans, spouses and family members at the 
Holmes Beach Veterans Memorial and Butterfl y 
Park with a continental breakfast, honor guard 
and presentation of colors by the American 
Legion Kirby Stewart Post and the fi nal salute 
to fallen comrades, Taps.

With its Nov. 18 edition, 
The Islander will again 
publish its Island Vacation 
Guide with a special focus 
for holiday visitors. Don’t 
miss the second edition 
of this highly acclaimed 
special edition. Preview the 
spectacular “page-turning” 

e-edition of the fall Island Vacation 
Guide online at www.islander.org.

Thanksgiving is the time for giving thanks and 
for remembering the organizations that serve the 
community and needy individuals on Anna Maria 
Island. Special sponsor ads help produce the 
annual “Islander Wish Book,” which highlights 
the needs of nonprofi ts serving the Island and 
allows readers to compile shopping lists to help 
meet those needs. It’s the “joy of giving” with 
some special sprinkles of Island style.

Mark your calendar for the Holmes Beach 
Downtown Holiday Open House Dec. 4 
sponsored by The Islander newspaper, and 
be sure to join us at the newspaper for visits 
with Santa aboard his sleigh, surprises for kids 
and holiday merriment with the Privateers 

Check out our fall Happenings
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necessity.

An Island love affair

Anna Maria Island

aboard their ship. Raffl e prize registration and 
refreshments will abound at the area merchants 
and there’s always a little holiday magic in the 
air for this event.

Dec. 5 will fi nd young and old alike celebrating 
the holiday season at the Chuck and Joey 
Lester-Islander Fun Day at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center. Prizes, Santa, 
games, food and refreshments are offered at 
“old-fashioned prices for an old-fashioned good 

time.”

Next up: Dec. 12 brings 
the Anna Maria Island 
Privateers Holiday 

Parade and Kids’ 
Christmas Party. The parade runs 
the length of the Island from Anna 
Maria Bayfront Park to Coquina 

Beach, where Santa greets kids with a hearty 
“ho ho ho” and a gift aboard the Privateer ship.

Dec. 19 is the annual “Where’s 
Woody Candish” Sidewalk Art 
Sale outdoors along the walkways 
at The Islander newspaper offi ce in 
the Island Shopping Center. There 
are last-minute shopping bargains 
from local artists — something for everyone on 
your list — at this once-a-year sale event.

GET IN THE SPIRIT! … 

Stop by anytime or call 941-778-7978 for more information. The Islander, Island Shopping Center, 5404 Maria Drive, Holmes Beach

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month and The Islander will be fundraising 
and promoting awareness by publishing 

special pink pages of advertising. 
Short acknowledgements, up to 
15 words (similar to classifi ed 
ads) will each publish with a pink 

“awareness” ribbon and cost will 
be $15. Display advertisers 
are welcome to join us in 
acknowledging awareness, 

encouraging survivors of 
cancer and memorializing loved ones lost. 

Ten percent of all ad sales will go to Nancy 
Ambrose’s American Cancer Society Relay for 
Life team.

Yee Haw! Round up the pooches for The 
Islander newspaper Canine Costume Contest. 
Prizes and fun await the canines and owners 
and participants in the Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce Trail of Treats in 
the Holmes Beach shopping 
district. Kids contest at the 
chamber, canines coral at 
The Islander, and treats all 
along the way. Register pets, 
advertise your pet friends, 
contribute prizes. Call The Islander for more 
information.

Veterans Day is Nov. 11 
and The Islander will 
again honor all service 
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National estuaries Day  
celebrated Sept. 26

 For the ninth consecutive year, the Sarasota Bay 
estuary Program is celebrating National estuaries 
Day with the offer of a discounted ticket package 
that includes a cruise with Sarasota Bay explorers 
and admission to Mote Aquarium.
 Cost for the package is $7 per person and is good 
only for Saturday, Sept. 26.
 On the Bay explorers cruise, participants will 
join a marine biologist for a 105-minute cruise around 
Sarasota Bay. Cruisers will observe bottlenose dol-
phins and manatees, while learning about the area’s 
ecology, history and folklore.
 Cruise times are 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m.
 Tickets for the National estuaries Day celebration 
must be purchased and picked up in advance at the 
Sarasota Bay explorers desk at the Mote Aquarium 
entrance, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota.
 Patrons will not be able to purchase discounted 
tickets on the day of the event.

Cortez family 
organizes for Boyd

 Star Fish Company and the Bell family of 
Cortez welcome the public at 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 28 to a meet-and-greet reception for Jim 
Boyd, Republican candidate for Florida House 
of Representatives.
 The event will feature light appetizers, 
including “mullet spread, of course,” accord-
ing to host Karen Bell, refreshments, conversa-
tions and a “Q&A about current issues facing 
Manatee County and Florida.”
 The gathering will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 
approximately 7 p.m. on the docks behind Star 
Fish Company Market and Restaurant, 12306 
46th Ave. W., Cortez. 
 For more information, call Bell at 941-704-
7643.

Health warning for  
Palma Sola waters

 The Manatee County environmental Health Ser-
vices department on Sept. 17 issued an advisory for 
the waters on both the south and north sides of the 
Palma Sola Causeway near the mainland.
 The advisory said marine water bacterial indica-
tors show that contact with the water in either area 
may pose “an increased risk of infectious disease, 
particularly for susceptible individuals.”
 Director Tom Larkin said it is “not uncommon” 
for bacteria levels to increase after heavy rainfall due 
to stormwater runoff.
 Water quality criteria is based upon standards set 
by the Florida Department of environmental Protec-
tion and the U.S. environmental Protection Agency, 
Larkin said.
 The water in the affected areas was to be tested 
again on Sept. 21.

Yacht club plans hunt
 The Cortez Yacht Club will host its first “Can You Find 
It By Water” scavenger hunt Saturday, Sept. 26, beginning 
at Rotten Ralph’s at Galati Marine in Anna Maria.
 Registration will begin at 9 a.m., followed by the 
distribution of the hunt list to scavengers at 10:15 
a.m. and a start at 10:30 a.m.
 Scavengers will have about three hours to collect 
items from the list, and prizes will be awarded to those 
who place first, second and third in several categories.
 For more information, call Tim “Hammer” 
Thompson at 941-780-1668.

Robinson Preserve 
welcomes volunteers

 Manatee County’s Natural Resources Depart-
ment will host a volunteer information meeting at 
Robinson Preserve at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24.
 For more information, call the county at 941-742-
5757 ext. 2.

County appoints  
TDC members

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Manatee County commissioners have appointed 
one new member and shuffled some seats on the 
county Tourist Development Council.
 During a county commission meeting Sept. 15, 
the board appointed Vernon DeSear to the TDC as 
an “interested citizen, as well as Beach Bistro owner 
Sean Murphy, who has been serving on the council as 
a hotelier since 2005, but requested to be appointed 
as an “interested citizen.”
 DeSear, the executive director of the Manatee 
Memorial Hospital Foundation, has been involved 
in a number of community efforts, including the 
Downtown Development Authority in Bradenton, 
the Manatee education Foundation, the Wellness 
Community of Southwest Florida and the Hernando 
DeSoto Historical Society.
 County rules require that of the nine positions on 
the TDC, at least three but no more than four mem-
bers must be owners/operators of motels, hotels, rec-
reational vehicle parks or other tourist accommoda-
tions in the county and subject to the county resort 
tax.
 The board appointed four people, all of them 
already members of the TDC, to serve as representa-
tives of the accommodations industry. The appointees 
include Tom Jung of the Courtyard Marriott in Bra-
denton, David Teitelbaum of Tortuga Inn, Tradewinds 
and Seaside Motels on the Island, Barbara Rodocker 
of the Bridgewalk and Silver Surf Resorts on the 
Island and ed Chiles of the Beach Inn in Holmes 
Beach. Chiles was first appointed to the TDC in 1996 
and has, in the past, served as an “interested citi-
zen.”
 The county received 13 applications for the posts, 
including a number from Islanders.
 County Commissioner Carol Whitmore, who 
chairs the TDC, said, “All the other applicants were 
very qualified.”

Accommodations
Tortuga Inn Beach &
Tradewinds Resorts

90 well-appointed rooms, apts., suites 
with kitchens, wi-fi, pools, beach, more!
www.tortugainn.com • 941-778-6611

www.tradewinds-resort.com 

Haley’s Motel
An Island jewel with 1950s charm and
21st century amenities. Perfect for all

weddings and reunions.  
941-778-5405 or 800-367-7824

www.haleysmotel.com

Bungalow Beach Resort
DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH! 

Classic 1930s Island-style resort.
   1-800-779-3601

bungalow@bungalowbeach.com
www.bungalowbeach.com

i.wed

Beauty & Wellness
Acqua Aveda Salon Spa Store

Hair, nails, makeup, skin and massage
for the bride and the entire bridal party. 

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach 
941-778-5400 • www.acquaaveda.com

Catering
Banana Cabana

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant
We’ll cater your affair with 

Caribbean flair! 
941-779-1930

www.bananacabanaseafood.com

Jewelry
Bridge Street Jewelers

The Island’s full service jewelry store.
129 Bridge St., 

Bradenton Beach
941-896-7800

Bridal Attire
The Beach Shop

at the Manatee Public Beach 
Pretty white dresses for a casual island 

wedding, dresses for the moms too!
Open daily.

941-778-5442

Photography
Jack Elka PhotoGraphics

The finest wedding photography since 
1980. Studio located at 315 58th St. 
Holmes Beach. Visit my Web site at 
www.jackelka.com • 941-778-2711

Island Photography
Beautiful and creative photography 
that you will treasure for a lifetime.

Dara Caudill  
941-778-5676

islandphotography.org

Wedding/Receptions
Rotten Ralph’s 

Restaurants
Now offering catering 
and banquet facilities

for weddings and private parties.
For catering menu 

and more information,
Call 941-778-3953.

Flowers
Silvia’s Flower Corner

Unique flowers that will WOW you!
9801 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
Call 941-720-0424, or e-mail  

flowercorner@tampabay.rr.com
www.annamariaflorist.com

The Islander Wedding Directory

TTOO  ADVERTISEADVERTISE, , CONTCONTACTACT  IWEDIWED  EXPERTSEXPERTS

RREBECCAEBECCA  BBARNETTARNETT •  • 994141--70704-414-413333 •  • REBECCREBECCAA@@ISLANDERISLANDER..ORORGG  ANDAND  TTONIONI  LLYONYON •  • 9941-41-992288--87358735 •  • TONITONI@@ISLANDERISLANDER..ORORGG

Your dream wedding can 
become a reality.

Check us out!  
www.islander.org

useful tools and links, fun stuff,  
and important info…

•	 Free	Vacation	Guide.

•	 New	page-turning	E-Edition	of	The 
Islander.

•	 The	Island’s	best	classified	section.

•	 News	archive.

•	 iWED,	all	you	need	to	plan	a	beach	
wedding.

•	 Fishing	laws.

•	 Short	story:	“The	Bay	is	Full	of	Rum”		
by	Wyatt	Blassingame.

•	 The	history	of	Island	newspapers.

•	 Island	store,	Web	services,		
subscriptions	for	news	alerts		
and	breaking	news.

•	 Weather	forecasts	and		
emergency	e-mail	links.	

•	 Link	to	National	Hurricane	Center.

•		 Contact	US	info	for	Islander	staff.

We understand the value of every dollar.
Reach more than 20,000 people weekly  

with your ad for as little as $12! Call 778-7978
Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive 
941.778-7978 • www.islander.org

We understand the value of every dollar.
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Saturday 5pm – 

Sunday 9:30am – 
Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Fellowship follows
Sunday Service

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813 • 6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach • www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Celebrate with us!

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913
Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 
512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414

www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service:  10am
Adult Church School:  9am

Children’s Church School:  10am
Youth Church School:  10am

Bradenton Beach commission adopts flu policy
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach commissioners adopted a reso-
lution Sept. 17 that authorizes a city supervisor or the 
mayor to send home someone who appears sick.
 The resolution, a late addition to the commission 
agenda, states that a supervisor or mayor, after con-
sultation, may order a city employee, contractor of 
volunteer home “if that person reports or shows signs 
or symptoms of a communicable disease, including 
the H1N1 virus.”
 The policy, which will be added to the city’s 
employee handbook, requires that to return to city 
facilities the person must be able to provide certi-
fication from a doctor that “there is no threat of a 

communicable disease.”
 The commission approved the resolution because 
communicable diseases such as the H1N1 flu virus 
— more commonly called the swine flu virus — pose 
a “threat to the safety and welfare of the public, as 
well as city employees.”
 City attorney Ricinda Perry read the resolution 
prior to the commission vote and noted that the city 
had lacked a communicable disease policy.
 “My understanding is that the city doesn’t have 

anything in place for these types of things,” she said. 
“We’re looking for a way to make sure that we pro-
tect ourselves and our citizens.… And also to make 
sure we don’t have a singling out of anybody.”
 Commissioner Bob Bartelt questioned requiring 
people to obtain a doctor’s notice before returning to 
city facilities, but the resolution passed with a unani-
mous vote.
 Commissioner John Shaughnessy was absent 
from the meeting.

TIFF fundraiser  
at Rays game

 Organizers of the To Inform Families First Initia-
tive will raise money for the group through the sale 
of tickets to the Tampa Bay Rays game Oct. 4.
 The Rays will be playing the New York Yankees 
at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg.
 TIFF is selling tickets in the lower level of the 
outfield tickets for $24, with a portion of each sale 
benefiting the campaign to register emergency con-
tacts with driver’s licenses.
 For more information, call Christine Olson at 
941-795-1869 or e-mail christine@helptiff.org.

Give peace a chance
Second-grader Kamron Reo decorates a puzzle for 
Peace Day. During Peace Day, Sept. 21, students 
exchanged their puzzle pieces. Islander Photos: 
Kimberly Kuizon

Jessica  
Lafferty shows 
her peace 
puzzle design. 
“I love peace 
because it 
makes a  
better world,” 
she said.

Noah Fischer decorates his puzzle piece with peace 
signs. “It’s all about peace,” he said. 

County ready to dredge Coquina Beach sand
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Manatee County director of natural resources 
Charlie Hunsicker is ready for federal approval of the 
agreement between Port Dolphin LLC and Manatee 
County to build a natural gas pipeline. 
 Hunsicker is in a race with time to get sand from 
the path of Port Dolphin’s 30-mile-long pipeline from 
the Gulf of Mexico to Port Manatee by June 2012 — 
or possibly lose the sand and the money Port Dolphin 
is escrowing to Manatee County.
 He needs Port Dolphin to get environmental per-
mits and for the U.S. Coast Guard and the National 
Maritime Administration to approve the agreement. 
The agencies will not announce a decision until Oct. 
26 at the earliest.
 “We want to start investigating the sand in 
November,” Hunsicker said.
 Hunsicker and officials of Coastal Planning and 
engineering, the county’s marine engineering com-
pany, have to test the sand that will be dredged for 

beach quality, then have it moved to Coquina Beach 
by June 2012.
 It’s not as easy as it sounds.
 “We have to be finished by the start of pipeline 
construction in June 2012,” Hunsicker said. Before 
it can begin dredging, however, the county needs a 
permit.
   “The Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection has agreed to put our application to dredge at 
the top of the stack, but that’s no guarantee it will be 
approved quickly,” Hunsicker said.
 Also at stake is the $400,000-$500,000 that Port 
Dolphin LLC will escrow to Manatee County to fund 
a variety of projects.
 If the sand is not removed by June 2012, all bets 
could be off, Hunsicker indicated, although he said 
it’s likely that Port Dolphin LLC would grant an 
extension.
 Much depends upon the speed of the DeP permit 
and the weather, Hunsicker said.
 The dredged sand will be headed for Coquina 

Beach renourishment, he said, not beaches in Holmes 
Beach or Anna Maria.
 Hunsicker said preliminary indications are that 
the sand from the pipeline area is of beach quality, 
but only about 200,000 cubic yards are available to 
Manatee County from the borrow area.
 Better to use it for the Coquina Beach renourish-
ment that’s just about ready to start, rather than the 
Islandwide effort planned for 2014.
 With quick approvals, Hunsicker said the county 
could put sand on Coquina Beach in 2011.
 But there have been objections, including a 
number by the town of Longboat Key. Longboat Key 
has a borrow area for beach renourishment sand in 
the area affected by the pipeline.
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford said she had no 
objection to the sand going to Coquina Beach.
 “Coquina Beach was always ahead of the cities 
for renourishment. I think that’s the right use of the 
sand. We never thought Island renourishment would 
begin before 2014,” she said.
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The greatest before 
greatest generation

 Bradenton Beach resident ed Bruendl was 31 
and married with children when World War II began 
in 1941.
 But ed, now 99, did his service to his country in 
a country where the fighting would eventually lead 
to the world war.
 ed was a U.S. Marine stationed in Shanghai, 
China, between 1932 and 1935, a time when Japan 
had already invaded Manchuria and was beginning to 
set the stage for its 1937 invasion of China proper.
 As a member of the 4th Marine Regiment, ed and 
his fellow Marines were part of the large international 
settlement of more than 100,000 people established 
in Shanghai in the 1920s. 
 Western countries such as the United States, 
France, Britain, Italy, Germany and the Netherlands 
— along with Japan — all had military forces sta-
tioned in Shanghai to protect the various business 
interests of its citizens in China and to protect those 
citizens from the Chinese civil war between Mao 
Zedong and Chiang Kai-shek. 
  each country maintained a military presence 
in Shanghai, and the main public services, such as 
police, fire, water and sewage, were all run by west-
erners or western companies.
 The various military were also to keep Japan 
from gaining full control of the remainder of China 
after it captured Manchuria, China’s northern prov-
ince, in 1931.
 Originally from Flint, Mich., ed entered the 
Marine Corps in 1929 and volunteered for China 
duty.
 Other Marines had told ed that the duty was easy 
and, for a few dollars a month, he could keep an off-
base apartment, complete with someone to clean up, 
wash and iron his uniforms and cook.
 A Marine Corps private first class only made 
about $25 a month in those days, ed recalled, but 
he was eventually promoted and was able to afford 
an off-base apartment. The Marines also paid a few 
dollars extra each month to those who qualified as 
an expert with the standard Marine rifle, a 1903 bolt-
action Springfield.
 ed was a qualified expert with that weapon, 
along with the .30-caliber, water-cooled machine gun. 
Those expert badges were worth an extra $6 a month, 
which was big money in those days, ed said.
 At 99, ed’s memory often fails him, but he 
remembers that the U.S. Navy operated a Yangtze 
River patrol of gunboats stationed at Shanghai, and 
Marines from the 4th Regiment accompanied those 
patrols up and down the 3,000-mile-long river. ed 
was assigned to several such patrols, which lasted 
more than a month.
 The gunboats were to protect American compa-
nies such as Standard Oil and Texaco from the civil 
war and from Chinese warlords and bandits. They 
were also to prevent the Japanese from considering 
military ventures against China.
 The gunboats additionally provided medical and 
dental services to Chinese and American citizens 
working along the river.
 ed and his fellow Marines were not too worried 
about the Japanese at that time, although Japan also 
maintained a military force in Shanghai. Japan, how-
ever, had a much larger military presence in northeast 
China than other countries and controlled the roads 
near China’s border with Manchuria. The Japanese 
also sought open conflict with Chinese forces, but not 
a full-scale war.
 Still, all the countries that occupied Shanghai 
appeared to get along well, said ed. The main enemies 
were the bandits and warlords along the Yangtze.

Bradenton 
Beach resi-
dent and U.S. 
Marine Corps 
veteran Ed 
Bruendl of 
the Sandpiper 
Resort recently 
celebrated his 
99th birthday. 
Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

Ed Bruendl as a U.S. Marine in China in 1935.
 The Marines also had units at the U.S. embassy 
in Peking, now Beijing, and in Tistien along the China 
Sea coast. Marines were told to avoid any conflict 
with Japanese soldiers, he recalled.
 By 1935, ed said, it had become apparent that 
the Japanese were building up their forces to attack 
China.
 Prior to its 1937 invasion of China, Japanese air-
craft in 1936 bombed the U.S. Navy gunboat Panay 
during a Yangtze River patrol, killing several Marines 
and sailors and sinking the Panay. The Japanese 
claimed it was a case of mistaken identity and they 
thought the boat, although flying the American flag, 
was being used by bandits.
 After apologizing profusely for its mistake, Japan 
paid nearly $4 million to the United States as part 
of its apology. The Japanese pilots apparently could 
not see the large U.S. flag that flew from the Panay’s 
stern, according to a Shanghai Times newspaper 
account of the incident.
 Although ed had returned to Michigan by the 
time of the Panay bombing, he knew than that Japan 
and the United States would eventually come to war 
over China.

 After Japan invaded China in 1937, the U.S. gov-
ernment invoked economic sanctions against Japan 
and warned it to leave China.
 Japan would lose too much face in Asia if it left 
China. It chose to ignore American warnings, a deci-
sion that would lead to the Day of Infamy, Dec. 7, 
1941, and the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
 ed was discharged from the Marines in 1937, 
returned to Flint and got married. He took a job with 
General Motors and moved up to the engineering and 
design department.
 By the time the United States entered WWII, he 
had a family and was considered too old for combat. 
He tried to go back into the Marines, but was rejected 
because he was married and his job was considered 
critical to the war effort.
 Indeed it was.
 ed’s contribution to the war is still remembered 
and in use today.
 Automobile spark plugs lasted only a few thou-
sand miles prior to the war. As America prepared to 
enter WWII, the U.S. military needed a spark plug 
that would last for thousands of miles, as in 20,000-
30,000 miles. 
  With its dependency on jeeps, tanks and motor-
ized transport, the military planned to drive vehicles 
many miles in a short time when it invaded europe 
and the Pacific. A normal spark plug that would last 
just a few thousand miles and perhaps just a few 
weeks in combat was unacceptable.
   Given the task of building a better spark plug, 
ed and his engineering team developed the ACDelco 
spark plug designed to last 40,000 miles and more.
 The U.S. military bought hundreds of thousands 
of the new spark plugs before and during the war 
and military vehicles around the world were main-
tained considerably longer than originally anticipated 
because of ed and his team’s invention. ed and his 
team received an award from the U.S. government 
for their war efforts.
 ed would eventually retire from GM and move 
to Bradenton Beach.
 He and his wife first visited the Island in 1958, 
when there were only a few houses and businesses, 
and a few trailer parks, such as the Sandpiper Resort, 
where ed lives today.
 ed doesn’t get around much these days and has 
a caretaker to look after his needs.
 Still, he has a sense of humor and a deep pride 
in being a Marine Corps veteran and contributing to 
the war effort.
 “I can’t remember much, but I still wave the 
flag when I can,” said Ed. “Once a Marine, always a 
Marine.”
 Semper Fi, ed.

 “The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten 
Generation” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, 
Perico Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bra-
denton and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who 
served in the armed forces of any allied country 
during World War II or the Korean War. We’d like to 
hear from you. Please, call Rick Catlin at 941-778-
7978.

 
Summer 

vacationers
Holmes Beach 

residents 
Cynthia and 

Jon Sachtjen, 
graphic 

designer at The 
Islander, spend 
a holiday at the 

falls in Jon’s 
hometown of 

Chagrin Falls, 
Ohio. 
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DINNER HOURS: TUES-SAT 5-9PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

FRIDAY SPECIAL
BAVARIAN 

HAXEN 
(PORK KNUCKLE)

CALL AHEAD TO RESERVE

THE REAL GERMAN RESTAURANT ON 
FLORIDA’S WEST COAST

   
   

   
    

  R
etail Fish Market

119th St. W. on the Cortez Waterfront
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, shrimp, clams, smoked mullet, 
smoked salmon, fi sh spread, and more!

FEATURING
HOG SNAPPER!

DEEP WATER 
GROUPER, 

BLACK AND GAG
MARKET PRICE

Pink Shrimp
21-25 $9.99/lb.

5604 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.567.6130
Open Tues-Sat • www.thefi shmarketami.com

Fresh Local Seafood • 
Organic Produce• 
Beer & Wine• 
Take-Out Menu• 
Party Platters• 
Spices, Sauces & Marinades• 

WILD SHRIMP
$699/Lb.  LARGE 

16-20

September Hours:
2-6 ~ Tuesdays-Saturdays

$999 

 
1166-220000

raw or steamed/lb.
Florida Lobster

On Vacation!

Back Sept 30!

Obituary

Streetlife

Pauline J. Pasco
 Pauline J. Pasco, 66, of Anna Maria Island and 
formerly Alliance, Ohio, died Sept. 12.
 Mrs. Pasco was a member of Charter Manatee 
Sail & Power Squadron, a volunteer at Blake Medi-
cal Center and the Regional Food Bank. She was a 
business owner of her own company called Sugar 
Fashions, where she designed and created fashions, 
clothing people and sewing wears. She loved living 
on Anna Maria Island with her companion Jack 
DeUnger and their three Maltese dogs, Rudolph Val-
entino, Roxie Rose Hart, and Ralph Lauren. 
 Memorial services on the Island were private.
 She is survived by daughters Bobbi Lynn Rowe, 
Paula Hameline, and Amy; their father Robert G. Pasco; 
six grandchildren, and sister Lillian Stephans.

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 Sept. 15, 200 block Gladiolus Street, domestic. 
The complainant and her daughter got into an argu-
ment. The complainant said her daughter came home 
drunk. Both were given domestic violence pack-
ages. 

Bradenton Beach
 Sept. 12, 2513 Gulf Drive N., warrant. No further 
information was provided. 
 Sept. 13, 1900 Gulf Drive S., Coquina Beach, 
trespass. No further information was provided.
 Sept. 14, 200 block Gulf Drive South, credit card 
theft. No further information was provided.
 Sept. 16, 2200 block Gulf Drive North, theft. No 
further information was provided.

Holmes Beach
 Sept. 12, 5600 block Gulf Drive, burglary. Mana-
tee County Sheriff’s Office deputies contacted police 
after finding a “large box on the beach” that contained 

receipts for ammunition and a name for the purchaser. 
After contacting the apparent owner, he determined 
that two vehicles had been burglarized and items 
stolen, including bullets, a handgun, briefcase, check-
book, sunglasses, a GPS unit and the box.
 Sept. 12, 500 block 69th Street, burglary. The 
complainant said someone took a silver tea set, 
valued at $700, from her home.
 Sept. 12, 600 block Concord Lane, burglary. The 
complainant said she was watching the home for a 
friend and noted the rear door was ajar and that a 
plastic container valued at $10 was missing. 
 Sept. 13, 5410 Marina Drive, D.Coy Ducks, 
obstruction. Officers responded to a fight outside the 
lounge. The two men were asked to leave by the door-
man “because they were too intoxicated,” according to 
the report. Both men left, then returned, began to fight, 
and others joined in. One man appeared to have a broken 

hand. He eventually gave a taped report of the incident; 
the other man was arrested on battery charges. 
 Sept. 13, 200 block 79th Street, theft. Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Office deputies contacted police 
regarding a possible theft. A man had been stopped 
for not wearing a seat belt and a roll of black wire was 
found on the passenger seat of his vehicle. The man 
said he found the wire on the side of the road near the 
Verizon building off 52nd Street. Value of the wire 
was estimated at more than $300. The investigation 
in ongoing. 
 Sept. 15, 611 Manatee Ave., CVS Pharmacy, 
counterfeit. A store clerk said a man purchased ciga-
rettes with a $10 bill and, after he left the store, it was 
determined the bill was not legal tender.
 Sept. 16, 600 block Key Royale Drive, theft. The 
complainant said he believed someone took the decal 
off his license plate, valued at $40. 

Got talent
An estimated 4,000 people attended the Sept. 19 Gulf Coast Talent & Film Expo at the Manatee Conven-
tion and Civic Center in Palmetto. The event was sponsored by Cortezians Mark and Kim Ibasfalean to 
showcase local talent, as well as film and publishing avenues. Pictured is Chip Ragsdale, a popular Anna 
Maria Island musician. Islander Photo: Paul Roat
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Take a ride  
on AMI … 
schedule info is a  
public service of 

FREE

And not guilty plea made  
in Bradenton Beach sex case
 A Bradenton Beach man recently pleaded not 
guilty to illegal sexual activities with a minor.
 Joseph edmund Chiquet, 34, of the 500 block 
of Gulf Drive South in Bradenton Beach, was 
arrested July 14 and for allegedly committing 
lewd and lascivious battery on a child 12-15 years 
old and exposing a minor to harmful motion pic-
tures.
 Chiquet, according to a police report, allegedly 

met the teenager in January at The Yard, a skateboard 
shop he was operating in Bradenton.
 The report indicated that the teenager said 
she and Chiquet had a sexual relationship, and 
that he took sexual photographs of her in his 
apartment that were downloaded on his com-
puter.
 Police executed a search warrant earlier this 
month and seized the computer.
 In addition to charges of lewd and lascivious 
battery on a child, investigating officers have asked 
the state attorney’s office to file numerous charges 
against Chiquet for alleged possession or promo-
tion of child pornography.
 Chiquet has been released from the Manatee 
County jail pending trial, but remains on a home-
detention, electronic monitoring system.

Suspect arrested in Holmes Beach resort burglary 
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Police early Sept. 18 arrested a Sarasota man in 
connection with an alleged burglary and battery at 
the Bali Hai Beach Resort, 6900 Gulf Drive.
 The arrest of Sarasota resident Francis Romano 
Gerry, 56, took place shortly after 4 a.m., when 
Holmes Beach and Bradenton Beach police offi-
cers responded to a call of a “burglary in progress,” 
according to Holmes Beach Police.
 A man entered an occupied room at the resort by 
forcing open the door, HBPD reported.
 Room occupants woke up and saw the man, 
whom they chased out.
 The man allegedly said he was looking for other 
resort guests, but HBPD alleged that he had removed 
money from a woman’s purse.

 Gerry, held at the Manatee County jail on Sept. 18, 
faces a charge of burglary involving battery, a felony 
charge, and a charge of burglary, a misdemeanor charge.
 Bond was set at $750.
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ROTTEN RALPH’S

The Original Waterfront Restaurant

ROTTEN RALPH’S

on the Historic Bridge Street Pier

Breakfast • Lunch •  Dinner  • Beer/Wine

200 Bridge St. •  Bradenton Beach

Open every day • 778-1604

Lunch • Dinner • Full Bar 

902 S. Bay Blvd • Anna Maria  

778-3953 • Open Every Day

Dinners 
served with vegetable, potato or rice

Fisherman’s Platter $23.99

Seafood Sampler  $23.55

Grouper  $19.95

Scampi  $19.95

Crab Cakes $19.95

Shrimp or Scallops  $16.99

Clam Strips  $15.75

Popcorn Shrimp  $15.75

Chicken Rockefeller  $15.75

Chicken Italianne  $15.75

Anna Maria Chicken  $15.75

Rotten Ralph Steak $20.99

Pastaserved with your choice of sauce

Vegetable Pasta  $11.55

Chicken Pasta $12.55

Shrimp Pasta  $13.55

Dessert
Key Lime Pie $4.99

Peanut Butter Pie  $5.29

Breakfast at the Bridge Street Pier

Crab Cake Benedict  $8.40

Pier Cocktail (Yogurt & Granola)  $5.99

French Toast  $6.30

Eggs, Pancakes, Breakfast Meat $6.30

Biscuits & Gravy  $4.70

Omelettes  from $6.80

Eggs & Corned Beef Hash  $6.49

Bagel with Cream Cheese  $3.65

and much more!

Lunch and Dinner - Both Locations!

Starters & Snacks

World Famous Escargot   $10.49

Oyster Rockefeller $10.49

Nachos $7.80

Steamed Shrimp from $9.99

Chicken Wings $11.55

Quesadillas from $11.55

Seared Tuna  $11.55

Crab Cake  $7.35

Clam Chowder from $5.25

Seafood Gumbo from $6.30

Homemade Soup of the Day from $4.20

Sandwiches, served with fries

Grouper Sandwich  $12.60

Chicken Breast  $9.45

Cheeseburger  $8.40

Belly Buster Hot Dog  $6.30

Baskets, served with fries

Chicken Fingers  $10.50

Grouper Fingers $15.99

Clam Strips  $11.55

popcorn Shrimp  $10.99

SaladsCaesar from $945

Shrimp or Crab Salad  $11.55

Chef’s Salad  $10.50

Homestyle Meals

with vegetable, mashed 

   potatoes & Gravy

Roast Beef  $11.55

Meatloaf  $11.55

visit our web site:

www.rottenralphs.com

Visit our two great waterfront restaurants for casual Island dining!

Our Signature Item

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 

FISH & CHIPS

available all day, every day only $9.99

*prices subject to change

a high-rise condo in sight.… I awoke smil-

ing but shook my head. Surely there was no 

such piece of paradise left. Then I discovered Anna Maria Island.

 
• From Best magazine in the United Kingdom, in a travel feature 

headlined “Flip-flop Florida”:

“Why go? For the fabulous climate that makes this destination popular 

all year round. For a seaside holiday that will remind you of all the best 

from your childhood. For the spectacular, sky-painting sunsets. For 

colourful cocktails, smooth sundowners and world-class cooking.”

 
• From the Baltimore Sun:

“Anna Maria Island — a slender 7-mile slip of Gulf sand bal-

anced atop the crooked crab claw of north 

Longboat Key — is a slow-motion 

kind of place.… Spread a beach towel 

and watch the glide of the sun as it 

disappears behind water that looks as 

if it’s dancing under the spangled light 

of a disco ball.”

 
• From the Hartford Courant in Con-

necticut, in a feature headlined “Slow 

down and smile: Anna Maria Island is a 

friendly slice of paradise”:

 “For kids, the island is a big, wet sand-

box, a place to encounter extraordinary 

creatures; to express artistry in the sand; 

to try out flippers, mask and snorkel for the first time. Crit-

ters especially fascinate. 

Spring-summer turtle 

watches take in the nests 

of loggerheads, which 

lumber ashore in dark-

ness to lay eggs. In full light, 

crabs skitter across wet 

sand, and black skimmers 

glide along the 

W
orld-wide fans

CONTINUeD FROM PAGe 2

Flitterzeit in Germany pro-

motes Anna Maria Island as 

a honeymoon destination.

Good press from the Hamburger Morgen-

post in Germany.

Look for ‘See it like a native!’ anytime on The Islander Web site: www.islander.org.

Anna Maria Island

See it like a native

 “I dreamed that I had escaped to the 

perfect getaway. As I slept, I visualized 

swaying palms, beautiful beaches, and not 

and pileated woodpeckers.
 Islanders show vacationers that they can 

drive 25 mph and still get where they need to 

go.
 Islanders show vacationers that life is good 

without a drive-through, fast-food operation, 

and that smoked mullet is a savory sensation.

 Islanders show vacationers that the sun-

sets are sensational, but dawn on Anna Maria 

Island comes on with splendor.
 Islanders show vacationers how to slow 

down, loosen up, lessen life’s load.
 Islanders show vacationers life in paradise.

 And vacationers remind them that Anna 

Maria Island is paradise.

Island love affair
CONTINUeD FROM PAGe 1

One of the most popular attractions on the Island is the Anna Maria City Pier, found at the east end of Pine 

Avenue in Anna Maria. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

On our cover The Island trolley is a carefree — and fare-

free — way to see Anna Maria Island. Island 

resident and artist Barbara Hines, whose work 

is found at the Artists Guild Gallery, 5414 

Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, lent her water-

color of a good-time trolley ride to our guide.

Photo-graphing sunsets is a popular activity for Islanders and vaca-tioners, as is wading into the warm Gulf of Mexico waters on warm nights.

On the Web For more information about visiting Anna 

Maria Island, go to the Bradenton Area Con-

vention and Visitors Bureau Web site at www.

floridasgulfislands.com. Also go to the Anna Maria Island Chamber 

of Commerce Web site at www.annamariais-

landchamber.org. And check weekly online at 

www. islander.org.

 Anna Maria Island is a quaint, quiet 

place, but it gets trumpeted in the press, 

from national newspapers to glossy 

magazines, from independent weeklies to 

international publications.
 What are the writers saying about AMI?

 • From USA Today, in a “Destinations & 

Diversions” feature headlined “Laid-back, 

Low-cost Florida”:
 “In the age of $400-a-night beachfront resorts and mondo-condo high rises, it’s hard to find an un-assuming, 

wallet-friendly “old Florida” vacation spot. 

Anna Maria, an easy drive from Tampa and 

Sarasota and just north of more developed 

Longboat key, is one of few remaining.”

 • From Southern Living magazine, in a 

travel feature headlined “Beach Magic”:

Laid-back, low-cost make Anna Maria island a perfect destination and diversion, according to a  USA Today writer.

Southern Living says travel 
to AMI for “beach magic.”

World-wide fans of  AMI

 Fans of Anna Maria Island tweet on Twitter and friends sing AMI’s praise on FaceBook.

 But, suiting the Island’s old Florida charm, the big praise still comes from an old-school medium — the press.

Best magazine writes about “flip-
flop Florida” for a United  
Kingdom audience.

 Islanders love vacationers because they 

remind them that they live in a place where 

people come day after day to play, marry, party 

and make merry memories that last a lifetime.

 Vacationers remind Islanders that sighting 

a dolphin in the bay is a thrill, w
hether for the 

first tim
e or the100th time.

 Vacationers remind Islanders to smile when 

the sunset’s last brushstroke of the day paints 

the clouds lavender.

 Vacationers remind Islanders to send 

Snooty, the famed manatee at the South Florida 

Museum, a birthday card each July.

 Vacationers sporting “TB” caps and talking 

of Evan Longoria remind Islanders that the 

Rays won some out-of-state fans last fall.

 Vacationers remind Islanders that “back 

home” there are no brown pelicans flying in 

formation like the Blue Angels or striking white 

pelicans bathing in the bays.

 Vacationers with sunburned cheeks and 

blistering red backs remind Islanders that, no 

matter how tan they’ve become, sunscreen is a 

necessity.

 Vacationers remind Islanders to 

An Island love affair

 Welcome, vacationers — to paradise.

 Islanders love vacationers, by the way, which may be contrary to what some people caught in traffic jams or held up at the super market might claim in letters to the editor.

bypass the California oranges in the supermar-

ket because, hey, Florida grows its own.

 Vacationers remind Islanders that trolley rides 

are free, that bicycling is a carefree way to travel 

and that a car need not be driven every day.

 Vacationers remind Islanders that an ice 

cream cone is a better rX than an apple a day.

 Vacationers remind Islanders that the lifestyle 

they’ve come to consider routine — squeaking 

into a city meeting in a pair of wet sandals, 

dressing down for a wedding and tracking sand into 

a five-star restaurant or Mom’s living room — 

is an extraordinary way to live.

 Vacationers remind Islanders that they live 

in a postcard-perfect place that people leave 

with “I love AMI” T-shirts tucked in their 

luggage.

 Islanders love vacationers, and the love is 

reciprocal.

 Vacationers love Islanders because they 

show that daydreams of living on an island can 

be fulfilled.

 Islanders show vacationers how to nod and 

phrase a warm hello on the beach.

 Islanders show vacationers that the Wrigley 

Field bleacher bums and Red Sox nation have 

far-reaching memberships.

 Islanders show vacationers how to paddle a 

kayak into the canals and navigate a boat out to 

the best fishing spots.

 Islanders show vacationers how to watch 

the coquinas wiggle into the sand and how to 

distinguish anoles from geckos.

 Islanders show vacationers how to identify 

the skimmers, terns and gulls and where to 

spot painted buntings, blue-crowned parakeets 

A full moon rises in Bradenton Beach. Isla
nder 

Photo: Lisa Neff

PLeASe See Love AFFAir, NexT PAGe

Anna Maria Island
See it 

like a native

 

   

SepTeMBeR 2009 |  FREE 

 
 
 

 
Monday, sept 28

Breakfast: Waffles, Cinnamon Roll,  
Cereal, Toast.

Lunch: Hot Dog on Bun, Fiestada, Potato 
Smiles, Carrot Sticks with Dip,  

Mixed Fruit Cocktail. 
tuesday, sept 29

Breakfast: egg and Cheese Biscuit,  
Bagel, Cereal, Toast.

Lunch: Homemade Mac and Cheese, Riblets, 
Warm Roll, Fresh Broccoli with Dip,  

Mandarin Oranges. 
Wednesday, sept 30

Breakfast: Choice of “Jump Start” selection, 
Super Donut, Cereal, Toast.

Lunch: Breaded Chicken on Bun, Green 
Beans, Peaches, Sherbert, Assorted  

Sandwiches, and Salads. 
thursday, oct 1

Breakfast: Breakfast Pizza, Yogurt, Cereal, Toast.
Lunch: Nachos with Meat or Cheese, Corn 

Dog, Tomato and Lettuce Cup. 
Friday, oct 2

Breakfast: Pancakes with Sausage Patty,  
Grits, Cereal, Toast.

Lunch: Cheese or Pepperoni pizza, Ravioli, 
Garden Salad, Corn, and Chilled Pears. 

 Juice and Milk are served with every meal. 

Box tops collected for education at AMe
By Kimberly Kuizon

Islander Reporter
 The Anna Maria elementary School Parent 
Teacher Organization is asking for help to collect 
box tops this year. 
 Box tops can be found on different items, such 
as cereal, yogurt or cake products. Anyone is asked 
to cut out the box tops and turn them into the school. 
The collected tops raise money for the school.
 “We are trying to make people aware of this pro-

gram. Until you know what the Box Tops for edu-
cation program is, you don’t understand why you 
should collect them,” said PTO president Monica 
Simpson. 
 Last year, AMe received close to $2,000 from 
Box Tops. The PTO helped fund field trips, books and 
supplies for classrooms with its donation to AMe.
 People can also participate by shopping online 
at www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace. 
Online, shoppers will find more than 70 stores, 

including Barnes & Noble, Oriental Trading Com-
pany, Office Depot and The Gap. Online retailers 
make a donation to the specified school. 
 This year, the PTO will provide prizes or a party 
to the classes that collect the most box tops. 
 “It doesn’t have to be just parents who are col-
lecting the box tops. We want the whole community 
to participate,” Simpson said.
  For more information e-mail Simpson at green-
planner@hotmail.com . 

Anna Maria elementary School upcoming events 
 • Sept. 24, progress reports. 
 • Sept 25, no school. 
 • 2 p.m. Oct. 2, book club. 
 • Oct. 8, health screening. 
 • Oct. 9, fire drill. 
 • Oct. 15, picture retake. 
 • Oct. 15, Domino’s pizza day. 
 • 8:30 a.m. Oct. 16, Parent Teacher Organization 
meeting. 
 • 5 p.m. Oct. 20, Parent Teacher Organization 

dinner followed by third-grade performance. 
 • Oct. 23, blood drive. 
 • Oct. 29, report cards and teacher confer-
ences. 
 • Oct. 31, annual AME-PTO Fall Festival; start 
10 a.m. costume contest; 10:30 a.m. parade; 11 
a.m. festival.  
       For more information, call the school office at 
941-708-5525. AMe is at 4700 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

Yoga  
for fun
Anna Maria 
Elementary 
School third-
grade stu-
dents practice 
yoga Sept. 18 
with LaRae 
Brownewell 
from Laugh-
ing Lotus 
Kids. Islander 
Photo: Karen 
Newhall
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Every Day - $5.95 
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 

Pancakes and Sausage
ALL DINE HERE ONLY

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $8.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-You-Can-Eat  $9.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

GREAT FOOD! GREAT PRICES!

COMING SOON: OCTOBERFEST!

Live Music 4-8pm

Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Tues 9/22 ~ Masquerade
Wed  9/23 ~ Mike Sales
Thurs 9/24 ~ Mike Sales
Fri  9/25 ~ Tom Mobley
Sat 9/26 ~ Masquerade
Sun 9/27 ~ Masquerade
Mon 9/28 ~ Karen Greenley

All-You-Can-Eat
Pancakes & Sausage 

with Coffee

$5
7-9 AM 

Monday-Friday
Dine here only.

September Early Bird Special

Mondays 4-8 pm
Italian Buffet  $8.95

5404 Marina Drive, Island Shopping Center
Holmes Beach • 941-778-7978.

WWW.ISlANDeR.oRG

Think Global, 
Read Local

iSlAnDeR
cAlEnDaR
Wednesday, Sept. 23
 11:30 a.m. — “Outlook and Opportunities: 10 Reasons to be a 
Long-term Bull” seminar with financial advisor Mike Valley at the Sun 
House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-
779-2499.
 5 to 7 p.m. — Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce networking 
at the Blue Water Beach Club, 6306 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1541. Fee applies.

Friday, Sept. 25
 6:30 to 9 p.m. — Skate night at the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908. Fee 
applies.

Saturday, Sept. 26
 9 a.m. — Cortez Yacht Club scavenger hunt begins at Rotten 
Ralph’s north end location, 900 Bay Blvd. S., Anna Maria. Information: 
941-780-1668. Fee applies.

Sunday, Sept. 27
 10:30 a.m. — Anna Maria Island Privateers “Shipreck Poker Run and 
Bike Show” registration at Peggy’s Corral, 4511 US Hwy 41, N. Palmetto. 
Information: 941-720-0436. Fee applies.

Monday, Sept. 28
 11:30 a.m. — Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce golf outing 
at the Bradenton Country Club, 4646 Ninth Ave. W., Bradenton. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1541. Fee applies.

Ongoing: 
 • First Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m., Artists Guild of Anna Maria 
at the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 • Tuesdays, noon, Anna Maria Island Rotary Club meeting at the 
BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-794-8044.
 • The first and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion 
Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Fee. 
Information: 941-794-3489.
 • Wednesdays, 6 to 8 p.m., teens meet at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-1908.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-708-6130.
 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Anna Maria Island Kiwanis Club meets at 
Cafe on the Beach at the Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

Off Island events:

Thursday, Sept. 24
 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. — Volunteer orientation at Robinson Preserve, 
1704 99th St. N.W., Bradenton. Information: 941-742-5757.
 7:30 p.m. — “Hello, Dolly!” opens at the Manatee Players, 102 Old 
Main St., Bradenton, through Oct. 11. Box Office: 941-748-5875. Fee 

applies.
 8 p.m. — Classical voice recital featuring Martha Lopez at Neel 
Performing Arts Center, 5840 26th St. W., Bradenton. Information: 941-
752-5351. Fee applies.

Friday, Sept. 25
 6 to 8 p.m. — DeSoto National Memorial Junior Rangers activity 
guide release party at the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bra-
denton. Information: 941-746-4131.

Saturday, Sept. 26
 1 p.m. — Golf tournament to benefit Manatee High School Her-
icanes girls soccer club at Bradenton Country Club, 4646 Ninth Ave. W., 
Bradenton. Information: 941-807-1105.
 7 p.m. — Celestial viewing with the Deep Sky Observers in the 
North Parking Lot of the Bishop Planetarium, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. 
Information: 941-746-4131.

Wednesday, Sept. 30
 8:30 & 10 a.m. — Wagon tours through Robinson Preserve, 1704 
99th St. N.W., Bradenton. Information: 941-742-5757. Fee applies.

Coming Up:
 • Oct. 1, “Amphitryon” opens at the Howard Studio Theatre on the 
Manatee Community College Campus.
 • Oct. 1, “Eat, Drink + Be Merry Film Series” presents “Big Night” at 
the South Florida Museum.
 • Oct. 2, Anna Maria Island Rotary Club “A Touch of Tuscany” clas-
sical music concert.

 • Oct. 2, Anna Maria Island Community Center film presentation 
“Kicking and Screaming.”
 • Oct. 3, Coastal cleanup.
 •  Oct. 3, Night at the South Florida Museum presents Latin drum-
ming and dance for kids.
 • Oct. 6, Inquiring Minds non-denominational bible study group 
meets.
 • Oct. 6, Fall Festival of Music concert at Neel Performing Arts 
Center.
 • Oct. 7, Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce lunch at Freedom 
Village.
 • Oct. 7, Ringling International Arts Festival begins.
 • Oct. 7, Book club at Tingley Memorial Library.

Save the date:
 • Oct. 8, 61st season begins at Island Players.
 • Oct. 9, Anna Maria Island Community Center golf outing at IMG 
Academies Golf and Country Club.
 • Oct. 13, Pianist Joyce Valentine at Neel Performing Arts Center.
 • Oct. 16-17, Anna Maria Island Bayfest.
 • Oct. 23, Goblin Gathering at G.T. Bray Park.
 • Oct. 30, Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce Trail of Treats 
and kids’ costume contest and The Islander Newspaper Canine Costume 
Contest.

 Send calendar announcements to diana@islander.org. Please 
include the time, date and location of the event, a brief description and a 
contact via e-mail and phone.

Restaurant to feature Strom
Judy Strom of Bradenton will be the featured artist at the Sun House Restaurant in Bradenton Beach from Sept. 
28-Oct. 1. She will show her watercolor art, note cards and jewelry from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the restaurant as 
part of an ongoing series organized by the Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island. Islander Photo: AGAMI
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GOLF LINKS 
September and October 

$19.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 
7 Day advanced tee times

708-6331 
1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

WE HAVE AMI
STICKERS

Get yours at 5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach

$2 $2

FresH mullet t-sHirts! s,m,l,Xl $10

fresh mullet sale

Island shoppIng Center • 5404 MarIna drIve 
941 778-7978 • www.Islander.org

Anna Maria Island
Florida

u.S.C.G. licensed

Custom-built privateer

Fishing license, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
owner/operator

lifetime experience in local waters

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders

Weather changes subtle, plus fishy stories
 Fall plopped down on us Sept. 22. 
 No falling leaves, no dramatic change in tem-
peratures, no significant change in air — except for 
true natives.
 Some of us — natives — noticed the weather 
change a few weeks ago. Sure, we finally got some 
rain and subsequent cooler air and water tempera-
tures, but the air felt, well, different. 
 More dry. More fall-like. And there was that early 
morning breeze.
 Seasonal changes don’t hit us over the head in 
Florida, unlike the changes that whack our northern 
neighbors. 
 No green-to-orange change in tree leaves. 
 No 80- to 50-degree days — yet.
 No wake-up-to-a-foot-of-snow times. 
 Yee-hah!
 It’s subtle down here on Anna Maria Island.
 There was a scant dry scent in the air a couple 
weeks ago. The clouds looked different. Despite all 
the rain, things felt different. 
 And now we are into fall, arguably the best time 
of the year on AMI.
 Although we love our winter friends, October 
is probably the best month of the year as long as the 
whirly winds from the Atlantic and Caribbean, and 
even the Gulf of Mexico, stay away. 
 We love this time because we have our Island to 
ourselves.
 And there’s almost nobody here to create lines at 
our favorite places.
 October has always been one of those elusive 
months. The weather is about as perfect as it can 
be. Gulf water temps are superb. Fishing is beyond 
belief.
 Yay!
 Go scuffle in the sand on the beach, cast a line in 
the surf or just soak up some rays in your back yard. 
You deserve it after a long, hot summer.

…and coming soon is winter
 It’s time to delve into the future as predicted 
within the “Old Farmer’s 2010 Almanac” for what’s 
ahead.
 The little book is wonderful, by the way. espe-
cially love the hole on the top corner of the cover 
so you can hang it by the door, on a cabinet knob or 
wherever it will be convenient.
 Anyway, the missive for Florida is:
 “Winter will be warmer than normal, on aver-
age, with the coldest temperatures occurring in mid-
January. Rainfall will be above normal, with the best 
chance for any snow in the north around Christmas.
 “April and May will be warmer and much drier 
than normal.
 “Summer will be cooler and rainier than normal, 
with the hottest periods in early to mid- and mid-
to-late August. Watch for a major hurricane in late 
August or early September. 
 “September and October will be slightly cooler 

and much rainier than normal.”

Wet fish, good eats
 The rainy weather didn’t do a lot to help the 
Second Annual Ben Gullett Mullet Invitational fish-
ing tournament, but it sure didn’t seem to dampen the 
spirits of the 100-plus folks who turned out to eat the 
catch at Star Fish Company Market and Restaurant.
 Although the guy with the snake-in-a-box can 
stay home next year, please. Or leave the darn snake 
home.
 Mullet always reminds me of my old buddy Bob 
Ardren, who died Jan. 1, 2008. He was a writer for 
a slew of newspapers and magazines, including The 
Islander, and knew a good mullet eye-to-eye. 
 Or tooth-to-stomach.
 Bob stories are myriad.
 There was the time we were out in my little boat, 
coming to the dock. He looked at me, grinned, said, 
“Man overboard drill” and toppled over the side. I 
retrieved him after my heart started again. The feat 
became a regular ritual.
 But he loved mullet. Really loved mullet. espe-
cially Cortez Hot Dogs, crispy fried mullet on a hot 
dog bun with tartar sauce. He used to gobble them 
down like, well, hot dogs. But better.
 Bob had a cat that was literally on his last legs 
when I brought Bob some smoked Cortez mullet one 

afternoon. 
 Cat hadn’t eaten in days. 
 Cat sniffed. 
 Cat purred.
 Cat ate.
 Cat gained weight on his new mullet diet, which 
continued for another year.
 When Bob got sick, we pumped him with mullet 
and I’m convinced gave him another six months of a 
very good life.

Sandscript factoid
 This column doesn’t often feature cooking or 
recipes. 
 Usually.
 Wanda Fulford’s Original Smoked Mullet Spread 
is a whole different animal.
 I watched Bob eat — oh, about a ton? — of the 
spread one afternoon.
 From the book “What’s Cooking in Cortez” 
comes this:
 2 pounds smoked mullet.
 1/2 cup small onion, grated.
 1/4 teaspoon Accent.
 1/4 teaspoon black pepper.
 1 1/5 cup Miracle Whip dressing or mayon-
naise.
 (Go with the Miracle Whip. You’ll know why.)
 “Flake mullet into medium mixing bowl, being 
very careful to remove all bones. (That’s for some-
one other than a Cortezian who caught, filleted and 
smoked the fish.) Add onion, Accent and black 
pepper and mix will before adding salad dressing, 
then mix again. Wanda’s spread is a mouth-watering 
treat served on crackers or in an avocado half.”
 Two things:
 Gotta go with Miracle Whip.
 Gotta mix twice. And not too much.

Travelers
Bill Hard, man-
ager of the Water-
fron Restaurant in 
Anna Maria, and 
Karen Robinson 
of Holmes Beach 
take time out with 
their favorite 
hometown news 
while visiting 
Karen’s former 
hometown and 
attending a family 
reunion in Iron-
ton, Ohio.
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Prices start at just $15/hour per person!
941.778.3875 • www.gnarlymangrove.com

CG Licensed Captain Don Meilner

Have fun cruising local waters!

Snook • Trout • Redfi sh 
Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Captain Mark Howard
941-704-6763
sumotimefi shing.com

.

phone: 941.545.5729
Email: Gabriel@GabrielFerrer.com

Website: www.GabrielFerrer.com

TENNIS 
LESSONS

at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center

Gabriel Ferrer

• Private & Group Lessons
• Juniors & Adults
• Afterschool Program
• Summer Camp

ON THE GULF

Open daily weather permitting
Located on the Gulf Beach across from the 

Silver Surf Beach Resort. 1301 Gulf Dr. N, Bradenton Beach

 with Capt. Dustin Cole
• Fishing Near-shore and In-shore
• Scenic Island Tours

941-778-4969

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 sept 23 2:03 2.7 5:20 1.6        9:52     0.3 7:50 1.5
 sept 24 2:39 2.7 — —       10:56     0.4 — —
 sept 25 3:24 2.6 — —       12:11     0.5 — —
 sept 26 4:27 2.4 — —         1:31     0.5 — —
 sept 27 6:04 2.3 10:46 1.8        2:39     0.5 — —
 sept 28 7:53 2.3 10:52 1.9        1:38     1.7 3:31 0.5
 sept 29 9:13 2.3 11:03 1.9        3:01     1.5 4:12 0.5
 sept 30 10:12 2.3 11:12 2.0        3:54     1.3 4:45 0.6

 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW

Go fish! Snook, reds in bays, snapper just off beaches
By Paul Roat

 Reports continue to be good for snook and red-
fish in the backwaters. Snook still are lurking off the 
beaches as well.
 Snapper are thick on the nearshore reefs, as well 
as offshore, where reports of grouper as well are ter-
rific. 
 And get this: Tarpon are still being caught around 
the Sunshine Skyway Bridge. Silver kings are gener-
ally a spring fishing treat for anglers, but apparently 
the resident population is large enough to continue 
taking the bait, even this late in the year.  
 As an old fishing saying goes, “take a kid fishing, 
and maybe one day he’ll take you fishing, too.”
 A free Kid’s Fishing Contest will be held Satur-
day, Oct. 3, at the Bradenton Beach Historic Bridge 
Street Pier at the east end of the street. The event is 
open to youths age 5 to 12, and will run from 10 a.m. 
to noon. 
 Prizes will be awarded for catches that are “big-
gest, smallest and weirdest” fish, as well as most 
fish.
 Kids need to bring a pole only. Bait and tackle 
will be provided.
 The fun is sponsored by Historic Bridge Street 
Merchants, Bridge Street Bazaar, ScenicWaves, 
Rotten Ralph’s Restaurant and Fish Hole.

South 
proves 
productive 
for reds
Capt. Mark 
Howard took a 
trip to Char-
lotte Harbor 
with Capt. 
Ric Ehlis last 
week. Capt. 
Mark caught 
a 22-pound 
redfish, while 
Capt. Ric 
reeled in a 
12-pound spot-
tie, all caught 
on pinfish and 
big shiners. 

 Further information is available from Jake 
Spooner at Bridge Street Bazaar, 941-778-3400.
 At the rod & reel pier in Anna Maria, Ted 
Pasky took top honors for weird catch of the week: 
a snook caught with a kid’s round plastic dive toy — 
a ringer — around its neck. The linesider was of legal 
size, and he said it was “of kobe-beef grade” in taste 
since it was so tender. Outside of the fish jumping 
through hoops at the pier — “circus fish,” as Ted put 
it — are lots of snapper and redfish, most keeper-size. 
There are also some black drum and mackerel being 
caught, as well as an occasional shark and ballyhoo 
at night. 
 Capt. Mark Howard on sumotimes Charters 
said fishing around Anna Maria Island has been good 
for his charters, with redfish, trout and snook hitting 
well. The fish are in the potholes on the seagrass flats, 
he said. Beach-area fishing is heating up, he said, 
since he’s catching nice-sized mangrove snapper, 
mackerel and grouper off artificial reefs. He also said 
that with fall comes shorter days and cooler nights as 
well as tarpon being flushed out of Tampa Bay, king-
fish should start to run along the coast and grouper 
will move into the bays.
 Bill Lowman at island Discount tackle at 
Catchers Marina in Holmes Beach said redfish 
were a great feature in the backwaters. He advised 
that the big outgoing high tides were a good time 
to go fishing, especially around the oyster bars near 
Long Bar Point in upper Sarasota Bay and in the 
mouth of Terra Ceia Bay. The fish are big, with 
most in the upper-slot limit of 27 inches. Snook 
fishing is also good near mangroves in the bays, 
but there are still linesiders being caught off the 

beaches. Snapper catches are good on the near-
shore reefs and should be an even better catch as 
fall starts. For offshore fishers, grouper and snap-
per action is terrific. And tarpon fishing by the Sun-
shine Skyway Bridge is still a good game. 
 Capt. Larry McGuire of show Me the Fish 
Charters said he’s putting his charters onto red grou-
per and lots of sharks on his offshore trips. 
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee Jay ii out of 
parrot Cove Marina in Cortez said it’s pretty much 
same-same for his charters. “Out on the nearshore 
reefs, there has been some pretty steady action with 
mangrove snapper, grouper, flounder, Spanish mack-
erel and an occasional cobia. There’s a conspicuous 
lack of big bait schools out in 30- to 40-feet of water. 
He said he’s catching trout, snapper, reds and snook in 
that order in the backwaters, and said that the tides are 
critical for the best catches. “It appears that the best 
tidal stages to fish are early in a low incoming tide 
and during the ebb of the huge tides,” he said. And 
about all the rain? “The copious amount of rain and 
its runoff usually pushes a lot of the intolerant fresh- 
and brackish-water species, such as trout, flounder, 
mackerel, pompano, etc., out to the open bay waters 
and passes. Reds, snook, jacks and snapper do not 
mind the lower salinities, so the freshwater runoff 
does not really affect those species.”
 Good luck and good fishing.
 Fishing news and photos are welcome and may be 
submitted to Paul Roat by e-mail at paul@islander.
org.

Shark on, shark off
Jon Scudieri of Gardner, Ill., enjoys the thrill of 
bringing a shark to the dock at the Rod & Reel Pier 
in Anna Maria Sept. 17 while another dangles a 
line. The small shark broke off just as Scudieri pre-
pared to bring it on deck, but he seemed pleased, as 
he pondered aloud on how to remove a hook from a 
shark’s mouth. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy
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Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

South Africa 
visit
Islanders Dave 
and Deb Pate 
outside Cape-
town, South 
Africa, with a 
local resident, 
Ntombekaya, 
at the Moyo 
Restaurant.  
“A fantastic 
once-in-a-
lifetime trip,” 
said Dave Pate 
of the recent 
vacation.

Goodwill coming 
to Anna Maria 

Island
 Get ready to go through the garage, 
attic and closet looking for unwanted 
clothes, toys, games, furniture and 
household appliances no longer used, 
but still in serviceable condition.
 Goodwill Industries is opening a 
donation center Oct. 1 at 3614 e. Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach, just south of 
Publix.
 LuAnne Kirschner of Goodwill 
said the donation center will open with 
a staff of three people to accept items 
from Islanders and nearby residents.
 “We studied the location and found 
that anyone on the Island should be 
more than seven minutes away from 
the store,” Kirschner said. “We’re 
delighted to be coming to Anna Maria 
Island. We really believe that Islanders 
will support our efforts.”
 At the present time, Kirschner said 
infant and kids clothing and household 
furniture are in great demand.
 Other items the Island center will 
accept include household appliances, 
books, toys, games and adult clothing.
 “We will take just about anything 
that can be used or worn, especially for 
families,” she said.
 With the current economic con-
ditions, Kirschner said business at 
Goodwill has increased and the orga-
nization has difficulty keeping up with 
demand.
 If someone is unsure if it can be 
used by Goodwill, they can call the 
Island center first to check, she said. 
 Although the Island location will 
only be a donation center, Kirschner 
said the long-range plan is to add a 
retail operation.
 “I want to thank Islanders in 
advance for supporting us. We’ve had 
so many from the Island drive into 
town and give us items. Now, we’ll be 
just around the corner.”
 Kirschner said Goodwill employs 
about 300 people in Manatee County, 
including a number of staff who would 
not likely be employed because of spe-
cial needs and conditions, she said.
 “Your donations will help put these 
people to work and give meaning to 
their lives,” Kirschner said.
 Goodwill also has a pick-up ser-
vice for heavier items, such as refrig-
erators and large household furniture, 
she said.
 Center hours will be from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. seven days a week, Kirschner 
said.
 To reach Goodwill’s pick-up ser-
vice, call 941-351-8946, or call Good-
will’s office at 941-355-2721.
 The Island Goodwill telephone 
number is 941-778-1082.

Slim’s arrives
 Richard and Laurie Shahinian plan 
to open Slim’s Place at the former site 
of Matt and Dom’s Pastry Cafe at 
Powers Plaza, 204 Palmetto Ave., in 
early October.

Three genera-
tions at Back 
Alley
Helen Papazoros, left, 
along with granddaugh-
ter Briana Lass and 
daughter Anna Lass, 
right, recently celebrated 
the display of their indi-
vidual artistry at Back 
Alley, 121 Bridge St., 
Bradenton Beach. Back 
Alley features local art-
ists and their work. For 
more information, call 
Back Alley at 941-778-
1800. Islander Photo: 
Amy Talucci

 The couple, who have lived in 
Anna Maria for more than 20 years, 
plan a menu of good food and great 
desserts, with accompanying beer and 
wine.
 “We’re still working on the menu, 
but we plan on having a lot of good 
things to eat and drink,” Richard prom-
ised.
  He said he was unsure if there 
would be a grand opening, but he 
would let his friends on the Island, old 
and new, know in advance of the open-
ing date.
 “We will have a great time on 
opening day,” he said.
 Slim’s Place will serve customers 
daily from 11 a.m. to midnight.
 For more information on Slims 
Place, call 941-567-4056.

Chamber election
 The Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce is holding elections to 
its board of directors.
 Candidates for the five available 
seats include incumbent board mem-
bers Judy Giovanelli, ellen Aquilina, 
Joe Landolfi, Michael Vejins and 
Chuck Webb, along with Linda Dick-
son and Lynn Zemmer.
 Chamber members are asked to 
have their ballots marked and returned 
to the chamber office at 5313 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach, by Sept. 30. Bal-
lots may be faxed to 941-778-9679.
 Candidates elected will serve 
three-year terms.

Max move
 Fran Maxon Real estate at 9701 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, will relocate 
its office on Oct. 1 to 9801 Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria.
 Broker-owner Stephanie Bell said 
she will begin moving this week to be 
open for business at the new location 
on Oct. 1. The telephone number will 

remain the same, Bell said.
 Maxon Real estate will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary on Anna Maria 
Island next year. The business opened 
in 1970.
 To reach Maxon Real estate, call 
941-778-1450.

Hot freebie 
 Sean Murphy, owner of the Beach 
Bistro restaurant on 66th Street in 
Holmes Beach, has developed a unique 
promotion to help Islanders to beat the 
heat, while waiting for the first cold 
wave to strike the Island.
  Murphy has promised a free drink 
from now until Oct. 15 for every local 
patron who comes to the Bistro and 
says, “Sure is hot.”
 Drinks associated with the “Sure 
is Hot” program are a watermelon 
cosmo and a pineapple-infused mar-
tini, Murphy said.
 In addition to the free drink, the 
Bistro also has its air-conditioned 
Bistro bus available for free on-Island 
transportation to and from the restau-
rant for parties of six or more with 
dinner reservations.
  The Bistro staff also will play 
weatherman and post advisories on 
approaching cold fronts on the res-
taurant’s Web site. When the first cold 
front of the season reaches the Island, 
the restaurant will host a “Cold Front 
Beach Party” with wine, entertainment 
and dancing on the beach.
  For more information, contact the 
Beach Bistro at 941-778-6444.

Realty raves
 Zee Catanese has joined the staff 
of Wagner Realty at its main office at 
7411 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.
 She is a former owner of Smith 
Realtors on Anna Maria Island.
 For more information, call Wagner 
at 941-761-3100.

Island real estate 
transactions

 517 Blue Heron Drive, Anna Maria, 
a vacant 85x105 canalfront lot zoned 
R1 was sold 09/04/09, Martin to Hasler 
for $1,100,000.
 4805 Second Ave., Holmes 
Beach a 2,600 sfla / 3,200 sfur 
4bed/3½bath/2car home built in 2009 
on a 100x100 lot was sold 09/04/09, 
Hutchison to Carl for $657,500; list 
$719,000.
 519 77th St., Holmes Beach a 1,573 
sfla / 1,906 sfur 3bed/1½bath/1car 
canalfront home built in 1960 on a 
90x104 lot was sold 09/01/09, Peck to 
FV Bradenton Residential Properties 
LLC for $472,500; list $499,900.
 6806 Gulf Drive, Unit 6806, West 
Winds, Holmes Beach, a 1,281 sfla 
/ 1,457 sfur 2bed/2bath condo with 
shared pool built in 1977 was sold 
08/28/09, R. Nunez LLC to Frye for 
$457,500.
 104 Gulf Drive S., Unit 201, Gulf 
View, Bradenton Beach, a 1,029 sfla / 
1,065 sfur 2bed/2bath Gulffront condo 
with sahred pool built in 1980 was 
sold 09/03/09, Zorn to Lipscomb for 
$425,000; list $475,000.
 201 35th St., Unit 4, Anna Maria 
Beach Place, Holmes Beach, a 810 
sfla 2bed/1½bath condo with shared 
pool built in 1969 was sold 08/31/09, 
Pariso to Berra for $390,000.
 214 67th St., Holmes Beach, a 
1,240 sfla / 2,093 sfur 2bed/2bath/2car 
home built in 1970 on a 75x105 lot was 
sold 08/31/09, Rufner to Hohenadel for 
$385,000; list $429,000.
 6250 Holmes Blvd., Unit 45, North 
Beach Village, Holmes Beach, a 1,536 
sfla / 2,105 sfur 2bed/2½bath/2car 
condo with shared pool built in 1992 
was sold 09/02/09, Lee to Marslender 
for $359,500; list $399,000.
 4102 Fifth Ave., Holmes Beach, 
a  vacant 100x100 lot zoned R4 was 
sold 08/28/09, Menendez Enterprises 
LLC to Hanson Ventures LLP for 
$350,000.
 401 73rd St., Holmes Beach, a 
1,368 sfla / 2,268 sfur 3bed/2bath/2car 
home built in 1972 on a 100x85 lot was 
sold 09/01/09, Korican to Crawford for 
$331,000; list $397,000.
 430 63rd St., Holmes Beach, a 
1,170 sfla / 1,404 sfur 2bed/1bath 
canalfront villa built in 1971 ona 38x98 
lot was sold 09/01/09, Johnson to Her-
rman for $316,000; list $349,000.
 3100 Gulf Drive, Unit 5, The Ter-
race, Holmes Beach, a  884 sfla / 
1,080 sfur 2bed/2bath/1car condo 
with shared pool built in 1982 was sold 
09/01/09, Leggat to Leep for $225,000; 
list $235,000.
  Jesse Brisson, broker/associate 
at Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can 
be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. 
Transactions may also be viewed 
online at www.islander.org. 



THE ISLANDER n SEPT. 23, 2009 n 23

Across
1 Mark your card!
7 I tems in  an ed.’s

in-box
10 Covered,  in  a

way
14 Brief ly,  af ter

“in”
19 1960s-’70s Ford

muscle  car
20 On one’s  ___
21 Companion of

Artemis  whom
Zeus changed
into a  spr ing

22 I t  comes af ter  a
“long t ime”

23 The Pequod,  e .g .
24 Giggle  syl lable
25 Mark your card!
27 Slacken (off)
28 Sign off  on
31 emperor  who

marr ied his
s tepsis ter

32 Child of  the ’70s,
in  br ief

33 Third year  in  31-
Across’s  re ign

34 Like any channel
between 30 and
300 MHz

35 Plumbing or
heat ing

37 endangered
everglades
mammal

39 Starbucks s ize
bigger  than
grande

41 Diagram used for
brainstorming

43 Other  s ide
44 Manfred ___,

1967 Chemistry
Nobel is t

45 Classic  Disney
fi lm that
includes “The
Nutcracker
Sui te”

47 Gravy holder
50 Hulu,  e .g .
52 enter
56 Pair
59 The equal i ty

State:  Abbr.
60 Mark your card!
61 See 54-Down
63 Parking lot

mishap
64 Lose luster
65 State  with the

least  populous
capi ta l

70 Raison d’___
72 Thrown off

course
73 Mark your card!
77 Genet ic  s tuff
78 Tai lors
79 What  “prn” on a

prescr ipt ion
means

80 Muscular  Charles
82 Any t rump
83 Worry words
89 The “i t”  in  the

1990s s logan
“Gotta  have i t”

93 Wri ter  Zora ___
Hurston

97 Opposi te  of
charge

98 exposed sandbar,
maybe

99 Prodded
101 Pigs

102 Golfer  Michel le
104 Org.

headquartered in
Detroi t

105 Cover  gir l  Carol
106 Placed
108 Vaughn’s  co-

s tar  in  “The
Break-Up,” 2006

110 “This  round’s
___”

111 Mark your card!
114 Deuce,  e .g .
115 Paris  coutur ier

Pierre
117 Occasional

1960s protest
118 Pref ix  with

direct ional
119 What  an

auri lave cleans
120 Aff i rm,  with

“to”
121 elates
122 Horse of  a

different  color?
123 Genet ic  s tuff
124 Mark your card!

Down
1 Mark your card!
2 “Me too”
3 Wri t ing’s  opposi te
4 Depraved
5 Chemical  suff ix
6 Singer  Jones
7 Jay who once

hosted “Last
Comic Standing”

8 Bet ter,  as  an offer
9 Mock
10 Places  of  worship
11  “___

Wiedersehen”
12 Monopoly token

13 Statement  of
self-confidence

14 “Who wants  to  go
next?”

15 With 49-Down,
order  a t  a
Chinese
restaurant

16 Mark your card!
17 “Walk Away ___”

(1966 hi t  by the
Left  Banke)

18 Combine that
makes combines

26 Second-most
common
Vietnamese
family name,
af ter  Nguyen

29 Mark your card!
30 Novel is t

Janowitz
34 Hollywood

crosser
36 Pref ix  with

center
38 Circui t
40 Bone at tachment
42 World economic

Forum host  c i ty
46 Base’s  opposi te
48 Put  away
49 See 15-Down
51 Sick
53 Mark your card!
54 With 61-Across ,

prospectors’
targets

55 The 13th i tem in
a baker ’s  dozen

56 Banned
insect ic ide

57 Vote for
58 Mo.  when the

Civi l  War s tar ted
62 Number of

wonders  of  e l
mundo ant iguo

66 Department  s tore
department

67 Roar  for  a
toreador

68 Untested
69 Footbal l  s ta t .
71 Within:  Pref ix
72 Soap opera,  e .g .
73 Undergrad degs.
74 The A.C.C.’s

Seminoles
75 Mark your card!

76 Celebrated in
style

81 “… blackbirds
baked in  ___”

84 Basebal l  s ta t .
85 Skin colorer
86 School  near

Windsor  Cast le
87 Went  around
88 German

mercenary
90 Spoi ls

91 Sai lor ’s  vis ion
obstructer

92 Mark your card!
94 Popular  1940s

radio show “___
Alley”

95 Get  ready to  fa l l ,
maybe

96 Star  employee
99 Does perfect ly
100 ___ Janis ,  s tar

of  Broadway’s
“Puzzles  of
1925”

103 Like some
pyramids

107 Try i t  out
109 Tri l l ion:  Pref ix
110 “___ put  i t

another  way …”
112 YouTube cl ip ,

for  short
113 Bambi’s  aunt
116 Agcy.  regulat ing

guns
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on page 20.

Let the games — fall soccer season — begin
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Sept. 18-19 proved to be a nice warmup for play-
ers, coaches and team supporters in the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center fall recreational soccer 
league.
 After practicing against each other for a few 
weeks, soccer teams got a chance to see where 
they stand in their preparations for the season. 
Coaches surely had questions answered about 
trying players in one position and another and 
perhaps received performances from players they 
didn’t expect.
 Fans and supporters at the two games I attended 
during what was promoted at Spirit Week, a call for 
outrageous fan support, failed to bring on an “A” 
game like last year when team colors were every-
where. 
 But fans from Jessie’s Island Store surely cap-
tured the Spirit Week prize of end-of-season ice 
cream treats as the only fans dressed to the nines in 
team colors. 
 And some teams managed to distinguish them-
selves as favorites heading into the regular season. 
Ross Built easily won both of its games in Division 
I, while Panoramic looked good in Division II with 
a pair of shutout victories. Harcon won both of their 
Premier Division games, but one was a nail-biter, 
so they appear to have some competition for league 
supremacy. 
 The season got started for real this week. Take in 
a game or three and some refreshments at the Center, 
and look for the schedule and weekly results in The 
Islander or online at www.islander.org.

More soccer
 Coastal Orthopedic, a U9 (under age 9) indoor 
soccer team featured this summer in The Islander, 
has just captured the league title in its division in Big 
Kick Indoor Soccer. The Ortho kids, including some 
Islanders and siblings of some former Island soccer 
standouts, defeated Big Kick 9 by a 5-1 score in the 
championship game Sept. 19. 
 Manioly Issac led the way with two goals, while 
Shelby Morrow, Carter Remelin and Melissa Katzen-

berger each notched single goals. Brennan Bowers, 
Sam Bieker, Lane Bowers, James Richards, Conal 
Cassidy and Robbie Fellowes all played strong games 
in front of Coastal goalie Joe Joe Rodgers. 
 Coastal Orthopedic finished its season with an 
impressive 18-1-3 record.
 Way to go, Coastal.
 

Horseshoe news
 Sam Samuels and Steve Grossman outlasted 
Norm Good and John Johnson to earn the day’s brag-
ging rights during horseshoe action on Sept. 19 at the 
Anna Maria City Hall pits.
 The Sept. 16 games saw Samuels and Good take 
first place over the team of John Johnson and Jay 
Disbrow.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday 
and Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warm 
ups begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team 
selection. There is no charge to play and everyone is 
welcome.

AMICC soccer schedule
Instructional Division: (ages 4-5)
Date Time Teams 
Sept. 23 6 p.m. IRe vs. Coastal ortho. 
Sept. 23 6:30 p.m. A&e vs. oyster Bar
Sept. 28 6 p.m. Dental Spa vs. oyster Bar
Sept. 28 6:30 p.m. IRe vs. panoramic

Division III (ages 6-7)
Sept. 23 7 p.m. Island pest vs. Jessie’s
Sept. 24 6 p.m. WCAC vs. lapensee
Sept. 24 7 p.m. Island pest vs. Bistro
Sept. 28 7 p.m. Jessie’s vs. Bistro

Division II (ages 8-9)
Sept. 23 5:30 p.m. panoramic vs. Sandbar 
Sept. 23 6:30 p.m. Sparks vs. Surf Shop 

Division I (ages 10-11)
Sept. 24 6 p.m. Bones vs. Autoway 
Sept. 25 6 p.m. Bones vs. Wash 
Sept. 29 6 p.m. Ross vs. Autoway 
Sept. 29 7 p.m. Bones vs. Wash 

Premier Division (ages 12-15)
Sept. 23 7:45 p.m.  Harcon vs. Norman 
Sept. 24 7:15 p.m.  Harcon vs. Wash 
Sept. 28 6 p.m.  Norman vs. Wash

Chrissy Bowers, 
Maggie Cucci, 
Krista Bullard, 
Stephanie Bell, 
Arminda Mata, 
Caroline Pardue, 
Kristin Laviolette 
and Jen Rodgers 
cheer their team 
on during Spirit 
Week festivi-
ties for the Anna 
Maria Island 
Community 
Center Soccer 
League. Islander 
Photo: Kevin 
Cassidy
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.
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REALTORMarianne Correll

941-725-7799 • 941-778-6066 • mariannebc@aol.com

The Big Picture...It's all about Real Estate.
It's a GREAT TIME to buy!

ANSWERS TO SEPT. 23 PUZZLE
B S E V E N M S S P A I D A W O R D
T O R I N O O W N A U R A N O S E E
W H A L E R H E E G F O R T Y N I N E
E A S E A G R E E T O N E R O X E R
L V I V H F T R A D E M A N A T E E
V E N T I I D E A M A P E N E M Y
E I G E N F A N T A S I A B O A T

N E T T V C O M E I N T O
D Y A D W Y O I S I X T E E N
D E P O S I T S D E N T
T A R N I S H V E R M O N T

E T R E D E R A I L E D
B F I F T E E N R N A S E W S
A S N E E D E D A T L A S
S U I T O H M E O H M Y P E P S I

N E A L E R E T R E A T I S L E T
N E E D L E D S L O B S W I E U A W
A L T L A I D A N I S T O N O N M E
I S E V E N T E E N T I E C A R D I N
L I E I N O M N I E A R A T T E S T
S E N D S R O A N D N A N F O R T Y

FREE
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Adopt-A-Pet 

SpoNSoReD BY

Vega wants to play 
ball! At 3 months 
and 30 pounds, he 
will be a big dog and 
has the personality 
to match. Neutered/
chipped/shots, $100 
adoption fee. Call Julie 
Royal at SunCoast 
Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or Manatee 
Humane  Soc ie ty,  
941-747-8808.

HURRICANE WINDOWS 
HURRICANE FABRIC

941.730.5045
Weatherside, LLC • Ted H. Geeraerts

Cb
c1

25
31

45

FresH mullet t-sHirts! s,m,l,Xl $10
Island shoppIng Center • 5404 MarIna drIve 

941 778-7978 • www.Islander.org

fresh mullet sale

ITEMS FOR SALE

SeMI-ANTIQue WAlNuT secretary, glass doors, 
drop-front desk, $400. Antique drop-leaf table, 
seats six, $300. Four antique dining chairs, Tell 
Furniture Company, $100 each. 813-230-4577.

Blue AND YelloW flowered, striped, over-
stuffed cottage-style sofa, matching draperies. 
Great condition. $150. 941-778-1503.

eleCTRIC BARBeCue GRIll. Four legs on roll-
ers. $100. like new, rarely used. 941-383-5372.

DINING/DINeTTe SeT: Rattan 42-inch square, 
beveled glass. Two arm, two side chairs, as new. 
$250. 941-795-8359.

pRINTeR: Hp #2610 all-in-one, photosmart #68/69, 
combo pack cartridges. $50. 941-795-8359.        

FoR SAle: MATCHING newer washer and dryer 
used very little. $250 for both. Call 941-812-6324. 

CoRIAN CouNTeRTopS: 26 linear feet. 
Attached sink and faucet, $200. Round acrylic 
sinks, $25. 941-580-3809.

SHIMANo RoD and reel, ultra-light, 5.5 feet $8. 
Fish Stix rod and reel, 6.5 feet, $8. Call Frank, 
941-761-1415.                          

WANTeD: YouR olD cell phone for recycling. 
Deliver to The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 

ReSTAuRANT TABleS, CHAIRS: 8 30-inch 
square tables, 20 black wrought-iron high-back 
chairs with padded seats. Several styles of large 
mirrors from 4 by 6, to 5 by 8 feet. $250-$400. 
941-730-2606. 

ANTIQue FuRNITuRe: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102. 

AeRIAl pHoToS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FReeBIe ITeMS FoR SAle: Individuals may 
advertise up to three items, each priced $100 or 
less, 15 words or less. FRee, one week. Deliver 
in person to The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, e-mail classifieds@islander.org, 
fax toll-free 1-866-362-9821. (limited time offer)

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BAllRooM DANCe TeACHeR needs students. 
Your home or yoga studio. Island only, Robin, 816-
809-6248.

NeW! “ANNA MARIA Island” Tervis Tumbler, 
Sweetpeas/Samplings, Holmes Beach. Great tast-
ing Florida wines! plus, design your own unique 
label. 941-778-8300. www.SweetpeasAMI.com. 

GloRIA DeI luTHeRAN Church: All are wel-
come to come and worship with us! please call 
941-778-1813 or visit us at: www.gloriadeilu-
theran.com for worship times. 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.

TeRRY HAYeS, ReAlToR. Global market, 
market connections. 941-302-3100. Terry.hayes@
sothebysrealty.com. Discoverannamaria.com.

MANATee SAFeTY SIGNS, exclusively for boat-
ers available at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

WANTeD: FISHING GeAR: Anna Maria privateers 
are collecting new or used, repairable fishing poles 
and reels, nets, tackle, buckets, etc. to give to chil-
dren. Donate your gear at The Islander newspaper 
office, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 

FRee GuN loCK courtesy of project Childsafe, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion and Holmes Beach police Department. Free 
at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

looKING FoR A JoB? Islanders seeking 
employment can market their skills with a FRee 
classified ad for up to three weeks in The Islander. 
Submit 15 words or less including a resume link, 
if desired, by e-mail to classifieds@islander.org 
or deliver in person to 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. The Islander will encourage employers 
to review the “employment wanted” ads in The 
Islander when seeking employees. And good luck 
finding the right job!

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued 

BuTTeRFlY pARK BeNeFIT: purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butter-
fly park. Two lines, $50. Three lines, $60. Forms 
at The Islander, or call 941-518-4431 for more 
information.

GARAGE SALES

RoSeR THRIFT SHop: open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 9 a.m.-noon. Saturday. 
511 pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

GARAGe SAle: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Sept 26. 
Small appliances and miscellaneous. Island Vil-
lage. 4255 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.

SAle: 8 a.m.-10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 26. Kayaks, 
surfboard, clothes, jewelry, tricycle, bicycle, more. 
201 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria.

A SAle eVeRYDAY at The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Miscellaneous office supplies, 
T-shirts, home treasures, mirrors and framed art.

LOST and FOUND

loST: SIlVeR AND gold watch. Great sentimen-
tal value. 34th St., Holmes Beach. Reward. please 
call 941-739-2281.

loST: puppY, MARleY. White with black spots, one 
blue, one brown eye. last seen area of 82nd Street 
and Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-6799.

FouND AT lAuNDRoMAT, Holmes Beach, 
Monday, Sept. 14: Harley-Davidson T-shirt. Call 
941-567-4301 to claim.

PETS

pAReNTS NeeDeD for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 
941-720-1411.

ADulT CATS in desperate need of loving 
homes. All are current on vaccines. All applicants 
screened. please, call 941-922-0774.

HELP WANTED 

looKING FoR pART-time front desk assistant for 
a small Anna Maria Island beach resort. Fax 
resume to: 863-324-7241, or e-mail tammyden-
ice86@msn.com. 

VoluNTeeRS NeeDeD at AMI Art league, 
Holmes Beach. office and computer skills espe-
cially helpful. Call 941-778-2099. 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

ReloCATING To THe Island and looking for 
change. 40s couple pursuing dream. Many 
possibilities. http://sarasota.craigslist.org/
res/1356350356.html.

ISlAND MoM NeeDING work. Honest, hard 
working, personable. Gift shop, cleaning, restau-
rant work? Dawn, 941-896-5484.

lpN: eXCelleNT ReFeReNCeS. Flexible, rea-
sonable. Medication management. Companion-
ship, errands, personal grooming, light house-
keeping. 941-447-2934, 941-567-4668.

KIDS4HIRE

ISlAND TuToRING. Manatee High School junior 
Chris perez tutors elementary or middle school 
children. Call 941-778-2979.

http://www.jackelka.com
mailto:classifieds@islander.org
http://www.SweetPeasAMI.com
http://www.gloriadeilutheran.com
http://www.gloriadeilutheran.com
mailto:Terry.hayes@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:Terry.hayes@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:classifieds@islander.org
mailto:tammydenice86@msn.com
mailto:tammydenice86@msn.com
http://sarasota.craigslist.org/res/1356350356.html
http://sarasota.craigslist.org/res/1356350356.html
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DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

J&M Tree Service
Trimming • Topping • Removal • Stump grinding

941-527-7020 • 941-807-2290
affordable • free estimates • insured

MeNtioN tHis AD, Get 10% oFF!

Free
MULCH

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887

C 941.518.8301

M
A#

00
17

55
0

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

gift certifi cates available
massaging on AMI for 16 years

www.islander.org

Serving the Island, LBK, Manatee & Sarasota Counties since 1975

New Construction • Remodeling
All Phases of Plumbing Repair & Service
778-3924  or 778-4461 • 5508 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach • Open Sat.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential 
& Commercial

#C
FC

05
77

78

Print and online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES business or individual:  minimum $12 for up to 15 WOrDs. 16-30 words: $20. 
31-45 words: $40. Box: $4. (phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA example.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or p.o. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax toll free: 1-866-362-9821
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD

AMI ISLAND TAXI

800.301.4816

professional, metered, on-call, gps, cards accepted
email: amiislandtaxi@gmail.com or amitaxi4u@gmail.com

holmes beach, bradenton beach, anna maria

anywhere, anytime...

24-hour Emergency Service
• Sewer & Drain Cleaning
• Water Heaters
• New Construction
• Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
www.coderedplumbinginc.com

941-920-3684

PLUMBING

24 hour Emergency Service

PLPLUUUUUUMBMBIIIINGNG

Licensed • Insured • Fl. Lic. CFC1427803

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JuSt VISItIng
pArADISe?

KIDS4HIRE Continued

CAll AleXANDRA, 15, for babysitting or odd-
jobs. Red Cross certified in first aid and babysit-
ting. 941-778-5352

ISlAND TeeN eXpeRIeNCeD, and certified 
child care with Safe Sitter, CpR and Red Cross 
training, seven days a week. Maggie, 941-447-
4632 or 941-778-8405.

CAll GuSSIe AT 941-778-7257 for babysitting. 
I have experience with kids of all ages.

NeeD A BABYSITTeR or pet sitter? Call Kendall! 
First-aid certified, great with kids and animals! 
Best on the Island! 941-779-9783.

NeeD A BABYSITTeR, pet sitter, house sitter or 
dog walker? experienced. Red Cross certified in 
CpR for all ages. Call the twins, Kayla and Ariel 
Jennis, 941-778-1746. 

TeeN WITH CHIlD daycare experience and Red 
Cross certified in babysitting. loves children. Call 
Katie, 941-778-1491 or 941-447-4057.

TRISH AND KIM babysitting service, house 
cleaning and pet sitting. Certified. experienced. 
Call 941-538-8922 or 941-538-2081. 

lAWN MoWING/DoG walking? Will walk dogs 
any day, mow lawns after 5 p.m. weekdays, after 
11 a.m. weekends. 941-447-7092.

CAll ZACK, 13, for odd jobs. Will do anything 
you need done after school and Saturdays. 941-
773-3185.

ReD CRoSS lIFeGuARD for private parties at 
your pool. $10/hour. Call Marie Durocher, 941-
795-4722.

CASSIe’S DoG WAlKING and house sitting. I 
can walk your dog anytime. 941-962-3373.

11-YeAR olD girl can watch your 4-year old or 
younger child. CpR-certified, references, experi-
enced. Brianna, 941-448-9036.

KIDS FoR HIRe ads are FRee for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ReSTAuRANT: ISlAND BReAKFAST/lunch 
eatery. profitable, charming, easy to run. Confi-
dentiality agreement required. $95,000. longview 
Realty, 941-383-6112. 

SERVICES

leT uS DRIVe You! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-
778-5476.

MoRe ClASSIFIeDS equals more readers. 

SERVICES Continued

CoMpuTeR oBeDIeNCe TRAINING. Is your 
computer misbehaving? Certified computer ser-
vice and private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free 
advice. 941-545-7508. 

ISlAND pReSSuRe CleANING, wash away 
mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

pRoFeSSIoNAl I.T. SeRVICeS: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installa-
tion, repair, upgrade, networking, Web services, 
wireless services. Richard Ardabell, network engi-
neer, 941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WIlDlIFe ReMoVAl and relocation: problem 
solving for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, 
Westcoast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-
3455, or cell 941-720-4152.

SuMMeR HANDYMAN SpeCIAl: College stu-
dent looking for any odd jobs. Zach’s back on 
Anna Maria Island. 941-224-5854.

Be pRepAReD THIS hurricane season! Document 
your home and valuables on video. Helps with insur-
ance! 941-538-8002. www.silvervideollc.com.

ISlAND CoMpuTeR GuY, 37 years experience. 
on-site pC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

ToTAl DooR AND Window Service: Repairs, 
replacements, sales, parts, storm catcher hurricane 
covers, Simonton windows, plastpro doors, oDl 
inserts. TDWSINC@msn.com. 941-730-1399.

I DoN’T CuT corners, I clean corners. profes-
sional, friendly cleaning service since 1999. 941-
778-7770. leave message.

FRee TeSTING: Children ages 5-17. Reading, 
math, writing, FCAT, Spanish, speech, ADD, 
ADHD, dyslexia. 941-795-0303.

HouSe CleANING BY laura: Good references, 
happy customers! 941-539-6891.

CHIlDCARe IN YouR home part or full-time. 
29-year-old with 12 years experience. 941-920-
0294. 

ISlAND peT NANNY: loving in-home care for 
your pets. longtime Island resident, background 
check, references. Karen Robinson, 941-779-
2830 or 941-730-5693.

GRACe’S CleANING SeRVICe: licensed and 
bonded. Reasonable rates. Call for estimate. 941-
448-4495.

CoMpuTeR GoT You down? Got a virus? Need 
wireless, network setup? Web site? Need help? 
Call JC, 941-487-7487.

http://www.silvervideollc.com/
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, Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson
941-713-4755.

Immaculate 2bed/2bath 
condo with den. Built 
in 2005, this like-new 
condo has peeks of the 
Gulf and a great rental 
history. Covered 
parking, deeded beach 
access, storage. 

BRADENTON BEACH CLUB

Turnkey furnished. A supreme value in today’s market. 
This property will not last long. $389,000.

HOLMES BEACH• 941-778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

35 Years of Professional Service 
to Anna Maria Island and Bradenton

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS

PALMA SOLA  3BR/2BA, pool, large lot, short block to bay. 
Well maintained. $199,000.

RIVER OAKS WATERFRONT, 2BR/2BA condo, downstairs 
end unit. Clubhouse, pool, tennis. $129,000. 

RENTALS: 
GULFFRONT 1 & 2 BR, Available now. Weekly, monthly.

RIVER OAKS 2BR/2BA seasonal, tennis, pool, clubhouse. $1,700/mo.
CANALFRONT 2BR/2BA, family room, garage. Annual or seasonal.

CANALFRONT 3BR/2BA bayview, pool, boatdock, 
$2,900/mo. Seasonal.

GULFFRONT 5BR/4.5BA, vacations, weddings, reunions, seasonal.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

920 Waterside Lane
Perico Bay Club
2BR/2BA furnished villa.  2BR/2BA, 
water views, 1132 sf, 24-hr guard 
gate,  heated pool .   $199,000  
ML#A3903557

RE
DU

CE
D

Sharon Villars, PA, 
E-Pro, Realtor
Sales • Rentals 

Property Management
941.920.0669

Residential & Commercial Sales • www.alliancegroupfl .com

9999944441111...99999922222000.0066666669999
check our website for all our rentals

www.rentalsonannamaria.com
941-778-7777

5316 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach FL 34217

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

31O1 GULF DR 
HOLMES BEACH

800-367-1617

941-778-6696

www. mikenormanrealty.com
Since 1978

SERVICES Continued

ISlAND MeRMAIDS CleANING and Co.: 34 
years of happy customers. Mom-Watch, pet-
Watch, Storm-Check, windows, etc. Rentals our 
specialty. 941-792-1000. 

BeACH SeRVICe air conditioning, heat, refriger-
ation. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County and 
the Island since 1987. For dependable, honest 
and personalized service, call William eller, 941-
795-7411. CAC184228.

ANYoNe CAN TAKe a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S euRoSAGe Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for 
an appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

CHeCK MY HouSe! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking 
services to ensure your house is secure while 
you are away. Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.
my.house@verizon.netfor details.

upSCAle NAIl SAloN: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience. Gift boutique, nail products, hand-
bags, jewelry and sunglasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria. Call for an appointment. Now offering 
in-home pedicure services. 941-713-5244. 

TIle AND MoSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reason-
able price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

MuSIC leSSoNS WITH Koko Ray. Island studio 
open now. Instruction in flute, clarinet, saxophone, 
guitar and piano. 941-778-8323, or evenings, 941-
758-0395. 315 58th St., Studio I, Holmes Beach.

LAWN & GARDEN

CoNNIe’S lANDSCApING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

ISlAND lAWN SpRINKleR service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TReeS BY BReeZe Inc.: Custom landscapes, 
tree trimming, property maintenance. Insured. 
Since 1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

eCoNoMY TRee TRIMMING, hedges, mulch-
ing. lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island 
resident. Cell 941-951-1833.

lANDSCApe BoulDeRS CHeAp! Various 
sizes, $5-$95. Delivery and placement available. 
Summer special, 25 percent off select boulders, 
limited quantity. Also, we are a complete tree ser-
vice offering trimming, removals and stump grind-
ing. Brad Frederick’s llC, northwest Bradenton. 
941-730-0001.

JR’S lANDSCApING AND MAINTeNANCe 
lawns, native plants, mulching, trimming, haul-
ing, cleanups. Island resident 25 years. Call 941-
807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

STRAIGHT SHoT lANDSCApe. For all your 
landscape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark 
Mark. 941-301-6067. 

KARAZ lANDSCApe lAWN service. Mulch, 
clean ups, power washing, tree trimming and 
more. Cell, 941-448-3857.

THe SWISS GARDeNeR: Full-service landscap-
ing and property management. 15 years Island 
experience. licensed and insured. Call Allen any-
time. Cell 941-224-8569.

SHell DelIVeReD AND spread. $45/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with 
free estimates. Call larry at 941-795-7775, “shell 
phone” 941-720-0770.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-Go pAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100.

TIle -TIle -TIle. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

CuSToM ReMoDelING eXpeRT. All phases of 
carpentry, repairs and painting. Insured. Meticu-
lous, clean, sober and prompt. paul Beauregard, 
941-779-2294.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

GRIFFIN’S HoMe IMpRoVeMeNTS Inc. Handy-
man, fine woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

JeRRY’S HoMe RepAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

eXpeRIeNCeD BuIlDING CoNTRACToR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 
941-795-1947. lic.#RR0066450.

SouTHBAY HoMe RepAIRS: If it’s broken, stuck, 
loose, leaks, needs paint, etc. I’ll fix it. Affordable 
quality work. 941-720-2906.

pAINT: AVeRAGe RooM, $75. Customer sup-
plies paint. exterior, one story. pressure washing. 
Free estimates. New phone number! 941-721-
7521.

GABBARD MASoNRY INC.: Custom stone and 
brick. Fireplaces, pools, Jacuzzis, fire pits, grills, 
landscape, patios. paver brick, stone, glass block. 
licensed and insured, free estimates. 941-792-
5206. 

WINDoW SHADeS, BlINDS, shutters and more. 
lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free in-
home consultation. Island references, 15 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 730-0516.

RENTALS

WeeKlY/MoNTHlY/ANNuAl rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real estate, 941-
779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.
com.

SANDpIpeR 55-pluS: Available Sept. 1. 
2BR/1BA, furnished, bay water-view, walk to 
beaches, carport, No smoking/pets. $675/month. 
941-545-8923. 

TRopICAl WATeRFRoNT: KeY Royale. 
2BR/2BA pool, spa, two boat lifts, designer inte-
rior, six month to annual rental, $2,500/month. 
Available oct. 1. 941-730-1086. 

3BR/2BA SeASoNAl: Heart of Anna Maria. 
Weekly, monthly, steps to beach, coffee shop, 
theater, shops, restaurants. 941-737-9662.

ANNuAl: CuTe, FuRNISHeD 1BR/1BA duplex. 
lakefront with dock. Walk to beach. Double garage 
with washer/dryer. No smoking, pets. Holmes 
Beach. $875/month. 941-232-3704.

ReNTAlS ReNT fast when you advertise in The 
Islander.

mailto:check.my.house@verizon.net
mailto:check.my.house@verizon.net
http://www.suncoastinc.com
http://www.suncoastinc.com
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Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JuSt VISItIng
pArADISe?

316 & 320 64TH ST.
Holmes Beach 3BR/2BA, 

complete remodel. $499,500. 
Fisher Real Estate

310 CLARK ST.
 Holmes Beach 4BR/3.5BA, 
new construction $647,500. 

Fisher Real Estate

on Anna Maria Island
1-3pm • Sunday • Sept. 27

CALL 941-567-5234 FOR MORE INFO

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

REAL ESTATE INC.

941-778-7200     
866-519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES

519 Pine Ave. • Anna Maria FL 34216

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

Visit us on Pine Avenue or online for many more listings and rental info.

LARGE BAY VIEW HOME
Reduced $100,000 - Priced under appraised value!

More than 180 beautiful 
hand-selected properties 
to choose from.

Stop by our offi ces or 
visit our web-site to 
book your next vacation 
in paradise!

5604-B Marina Drive • Holmes Beach  •  941-779-0733
www.annamariaparadise.com

315 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

The perfect vacation begins 
with the perfect vacation rental. 

RENTALS Continued

ANNuAl 2BR/1BA GRouND-level duplex, porch. 
Anna Maria City, Spring Avenue. $875/month 
includes water and trash. 941-778-7003.

STuDIo oR 1BR/1BA apartments for rent. unfur-
nished. Close to beaches. First month plus secu-
rity to move in. No pets. Year lease.  941-792-
0411, after 4 p.m.

GReAT loCATIoN: HARBoR pines. large 
2BR/2BA. Very nice, ground floor, screened porch, 
freshly painted, tile floors, washer/dryer con-
nections, water, cable, close to MCC, Bayshore 
High School, shopping. Annual $725/month. last 
month free! 941-650-3476.

THe SANCTuARY: 1BR/1BA, washer and dryer, 
water included, on lake, screened porch, carpet-
ing, close to MCC, shopping. Annual rental $700/
month. last month free! Call 941-650-3476.

ANNuAl DupleXeS: 1BR/1BA, tile floors, close 
to beach, $700/month. 2BR/2BA, tile floors, $725/
month no pets. Dolores M. Baker Realty, 941-778-
7500. 

RooMMATe: $575/MoNTH includes utilities. 
pool, washer and dryer. Background check 
required. Holmes Beach. 941-778-5080.

CoRTeZ: SuNNY SHoReS 1BR annual. Washer 
and dryer, lanai. Near marina. $600/month. Call 
941-545-9025.

oFFICe, ReTAIl, pRoFeSSIoNAl space. 625 
sf, $500/month. Also 1,800 sf. 8799 Cortez Road. 
1-800-952-1206.

WATeRFRoNT KeY WeST STYle with dock. 
Furnished, walk to beach. 941-794-5980. www.
divefish.com.

BeST WATeR VIeW on the Island. 2BR/1BA unfur-
nished ground-floor apartment. Beachfront patio, 
pool, laundry. $1,100/month plus deposit. Corner 
of South Bay Boulevard and Spring Avenue, Anna 
Maria. 786-375-9633 or 941-778-1470.

ANNuAl ReNTAl: loNGBoAT Key Village. Ador-
able 3BR/3BA cottage with guest house on Sara-
sota Bay. Deep-water boat dock with seawall and 
swimming pool. $2,000/month. 941- 387-8059.

MoRe ClASSIFIeDS equals more readers. 

RENTALS Continued

ISlAND BuSINeSS oWNeR with two well-trained 
dogs below 25 pounds needs annual rental on 
Anna Maria. looking for 2BR/2BA or bigger. No 
duplex. 941-567-6986.

WATeRFRoNT: pAlMA SolA Trace. 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage. $50,000 upgrades, clubhouse, pool, 
gym. Annual, $1,595/month. 941-798-3330.

VACATIoN ReNTAlS: WeeKeNDS, weekly, 
monthly, some with boat docks. Call Realtor, 941-
756-1090. Real estate Mart. 

SeASoNAl oR WeeKlY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com. 

REAL ESTATE

MoBIle HoMe: 1BR/1BA. one mile from Anna 
Maria Island. You own the land. Not a co-op. No 
monthly fees. Steps to water. Great condition. 
Free boat ramp access. $74,900. 513-470-3851.

BuIlD WeAlTH! Call or e-mail for our free bro-
chure. Discover how easy it is to build wealth 
through short sales and foreclosures. Adkins 
Florida Group, Wagner Realty. Free@AdkinsFlor-
idaGroup.com. 941-713-0635.

NeW CANAlFRoNT HoMe: 4BR/4.5BA. Study, 
den, lanai, pool. $1,450,000. Brokers protected. 
215 Chilson, Anna Maria. 941-567-6600.

WATeRFRoNT loT: BReATHTAKING Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge view. 230 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach. $550,000. 941-778-0019.

WoW! CANAl HoMe, $599,000. Remodeled 
3BR/2BA, two-car garage, move-in ready. pool with 
hot tub, great seawall and 16,000-lb. boat lift. For 
sale by owner. Won’t last. Call 863-581-6661.

215 CHIlSoN: NeW canalfront luxury home. 
upper bracket. Drive by, then phone owners at 
989-798-4400.

SACRIFICe: DupleX 2BR/1.5BA and 1BR/1BA, 
mid-Island. $270,000. 3501 Sixth Ave., Holmes 
Beach. Call 813-645-8738.

pRICe ReDuCeD: DupleX on two deeded lots, 
both units 2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under build-
ing. $450,000. Call owner: 941-730-2606.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

oWNeR MuST Sell. Four-plus acres, $57,300. 
Nice oak trees, private access to lake. All utilities 
in. Ready to build when you are. Financing avail-
able. Call now, 866-352-2249. www.fllandoffer.
com.  

NoRTH CARolINA MouNTAINS closeout sale! 
Cabin shell, two-plus acres with great view, very 
private, big trees, waterfalls and large public lake 
nearby, $99,500. Bank financing. 866-275-0442.

HuNTING BARGAIN: 48-acre pond, $79,794. 
Timber company liquidating rugged, unspoiled 
and untamed West Virginia wilderness loaded 
with wildlife and four-season recreation! Wooded 
pasture, wildlife pond site, stream, trails, views 
and privacy galore. perfect for hunting lodge! 
excellent financing. Call now, 877-526-3764, 
ext. 680. wvtimberland.com. participating with 
Cabela’s Trophy properties.

loG CABIN oN five acres with dockable lake-
front, only $69,900. 1,791-sf log-cabin kit on five 
acres with dockable lake frontage on 12,000-acre 
recreational lake. Boat to Gulf of Mexico. All ame-
nities completed! excellent financing. Call now, 
866-952-5339, ext. 1586.

VIRGINIA MouNTAIN lAND auction: 15 acreage 
tracts, absolute/reserve lots. Cove Creek Com-
munity, Tazewell County, Va., oct.17. Iron Horse 
Auction, VAAl580. 800-997-2248. www.ironhor-
seauction.com.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

All real estate advertising herein is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, limitation or dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination Familial status includes 
children under age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people 
securing custody of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call HuD toll-free 
at (800) 669-9777, for the hearing impaired 
(0) (800) 543-8294.

http://www.divefish.com/
http://www.divefish.com/
mailto:Free@AdkinsFloridaGroup.com
mailto:Free@AdkinsFloridaGroup.com
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$5O BUCS CONTEST Your correct score prediction for next week’s Buccaneer game 
could win you $50. Drawing in the event of a tie. Rollover if there’s no 
winner! (no game/no prize)  BuCS ________ vs ___________
                       SCoRe                   SCoRe

• Your name __________________________________  Address/City _____________________________________________  phone _________________________

$5O PICK THE WINNERS CONTEST
• The Islander pays $50 to the person with the most cor-
rect game-winning predictions. Collect prize in person 
or by mail.
• Entries must be postmarked or hand delivered to the 
newspaper by noon Saturday weekly. 
• A winner will be drawn from tying entries. The decision 
of The Islander football judge is fi nal.
• All entries must be submitted on the published form or a 
copy of the form. Be sure to include your name, address 
and phone number.

• All advertisers must be listed to be eligible to win.  
• oNlY oNe eNTRY peR peRSoN, peR WeeK.
 Winner Advertiser
1________________   _______________
2________________   _______________
3________________   _______________
4________________   _______________
5________________   _______________
6________________   _______________

 7 ______________  ______________
 8 ______________  ______________
 9 ______________  ______________
10______________  ______________
11_______________   _______________
12_______________   _______________
13_______________   _______________
14_______________   _______________
15_______________   _______________

PUB & GRUB
presents 

NFL 
Football
on HDTVs !

Plus NFL Wings 
and other Great 
Game Food and 
Drinks!
S&S Plaza • 5346 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach • 941-778-5788

PUB & GRUB

Contemporary Medicine 
with old-fashioned care!

4404 124th St. Ct. W.
Cortez Village
941-792-2838

Join Kitty and Tiki on their 
shopping adventures in the 
October 7 edition of 

A

nna Maria Realty

“We ARE the Island!”

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker
941-778-2259    Fax 941-778-2250

E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 
Web site www.annamariareal.com

5

6

1 2   3

7 8 9 10

1211

4

13 14 15

GET IN THE GAmE
PICK THE GAME WINNERS  •  COLLECT BIG BUCKS  •  A WINNER EVERY WEEK  •  $5O WEEKLY PRIZE

    SEPT 9 GAME WINNER:___________________________ BUC’S SCORE WINNER: ___________________________

The Island Experts Since 1972
5347 Gulf Drive #4

Holmes Beach Business Center 
778-9622

Redskins	at	49ers

Raiders	at	
Bucs

Lions	at	Packers

Titans	at	Colts Giants	at	Vikings

Panthers	at	Saints

Bears	at	Texans

Broncos	at	
Chargers

Cowboys	at	Eagles

Browns	at	
Steelers

Capt.Greg Burke
941.592.8373
102 Bridge St.

Bradenton Beach, Fl

Let me help you navigate 
the island to find that 
perfect home or condo in 
PARADISE.

SALES AND VACATION RENTALS

Contemporary Medicine 
with old-fashioned care!

4404 124th St. Ct. W.
Cortez Village
941-792-2838

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

SUNDAYS ONLY
ANY 2 

FOOTLONGS

32323232 EEastt BBay DDriive

$10

BARNETT 
BLINDS

✴  PLANTATION SHUTTERS
✴  BLINDS
✴  SILHOUETTES & LUMINET
✴  DUETTES
✴  MOTORIZATION
✴  CUSTOMIZATION
✴  INSTALLATION

Call Keith Barnett
for free in-home 
design service

ett
e 

e

Your window 
treatment experts

941.778.3526
941.730.0516CAPT. 

KEITH 
BARNETT, Realtor

941.730.0516 
bahamabarnett@aol.com

I can navigate 
you to the perfect 
Island 
home.

413 Pine Ave • Anna Maria

PUB & GRUB
presents 

NFL 
Football
on HDTVs !

Plus NFL Wings 
and other 
Great Game 
Food and 
Drinks!
S&S Plaza • 5346 Gulf Drive 

Holmes Beach • 941-778-5788

PUB & GGRRUUUUUUBBBBBBBBBB

The Island Experts Since 1972
5347 Gulf Drive #4

Holmes Beach Business Center 
778-9622

778-9622 778 96622

AMI 
STICKERS
2 FOR $3

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

HOLMES BEACH
Mail order plus $2

SALES • RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

941-920-0669
www.rentalsonannamaria.com

Sharon 
  L. 

 Villars
PA, 

e-pro, 
Realtor

ALLIANCE GROUP

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

YES! WE DELIVER 

Open 7 Days 8am-9pm
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
5904 Marina Drive • HB

(under the cell tower)

778-7772
Live Music 9/26: 

Rob Gorley, Tom Kubik
Curly Bak, Louie Palma

PUMP &
SPRINKLERCORTEZ

SUPPLY

COUNTER DAY
11:30-1 • Sept. 24

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED 
M-F 7:30-5 • Sat 8-noon

8700 Cortez Road W., 
Bradenton 

792.9304 • Fax 792.9354

mullet 
sale

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

941 778-7978 
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

A

nna Maria Realty

“We ARE the Island!”

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker
941-778-2259    Fax 941-778-2250

E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 
Web site www.annamariareal.com

BEST VALUE FOR 
YOUR DOLLAR!DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Lunch & Dinner 7 Days
Full Bar Service

Anna Maria 
at Galati's Marina

941-778-3953
Breakfast, Lunch
& Dinner 7 Days
On the Historic 

Bridge Street Pier
941-778-1604

Bears	at	Seahawks

Your 
ad 

here

call
779-7978

for details

call
779-7978

for details

Your 
ad 

here

Your 
ad 

here

Your 
ad 

here
call

778-7978
to get in 

the game

USF	at	FSU

Gators	at	Kentucky

UCF	at	E.	Carolina

Giants	
at	Bucs

Dolphins	at	Chargers

Jaguars	at	Texans

Steelers	at	Bengals

Falcons	at	Patriots

Saints	at	Bills

Broncos	at	Raiders

Titans	at	Jets

49ers	at	Vikings

Hurricanes	at	Va.	Tech

Packers	at	Rams

call
778-7978
to get in 

the game

DOREEN FLYNN ROLLOVER


