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Skimming  
the news … 

Privateers deck the 
streets with holiday 
cheer. Page 16

Anna Maria finds DOT pot of gold

Mullet run ‘on’
By nick Walter

Islander Reporter
 steve parker represents the fourth gen-
eration of his family working in the Cortez 
fishing village, and he’s seen decades of 
mullet seasons.
 But few have been as tough as this 
season.
 parker has received 60 cents for a pound 
of red mullet roe, and until last week, action 
had been slow. But the run is on now.
 “I mean, back in 1995 we were getting 
$2.60 before the net ban,” parker said of the 
price paid to fishers for mullet roe before 
the statewide ban on gill nets. “actually, it 
was the second day after the net ban when 
the price really went up high, then the prices 
turned around and went back down. now it’s 
nothing.”
 He said he’s getting only 10 cents a 

Manatee Beach 700-foot pier possible

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Who says there’s no pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow? and who says the rain-
bow can’t be found in anna Maria?
 anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford believes 
there is a pot of gold, particularly after Florida 
Department of transportation community liai-
son Manon lavoie informed her last month 
that the DOt had available some transporta-
tion enhancement grant funding.
 the city already has a $358,000 grant 
from the federal government through the 
DOt that it will use to construct a board-
walk at the city pier and for landscaping 
improvements in that area.
 But City Commissioner Jo ann Mattick, 
who heads the city’s transportation enhance-
ment grant committee, said Manatee County 
planning officials were worried there was 
not enough money to do a 360-foot-long 

boardwalk and new landscaping at the city 
pier, as well as put in picnic benches and 
pavilions and a covered trolley stop.
  lavoie, however, tracked enhancement 
grants in the state and found $602,000 unal-
located for the 2009-10 fiscal year. The city 
moved quickly to apply those funds to its 
already approved grant.
 If the sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan 
planning Organization approved the request 
at its Dec. 14 meeting as expected, the city 
will have nearly $1 million for the boardwalk 
project. the meeting was taking place as The 
Islander went to press.
 thanks to lavoie, “We can now do the 
project with all the improvements originally 
proposed,” Mattick said.
 “Manon really is our advocate,” Barford 
said.
  More good news is that the DOt will 
perform the design and engineering for the 

project. the city will not have to continue 
its effort to sign a planning agreement with 
Manatee County for those services.
 Work on the agreement was “getting cum-
bersome” for both the city and county, Bar-
ford indicated.
 On the down side, the new funding can’t 
be used for infrastructure improvements to 
the city pier or any new projects in the retail-
office-residential district The money is spe-
cific to the approved application for the pier.
 Mattick said she was delighted to learn of 
the additional funds.
 “We can have a better boardwalk, more 
like a nature trail,” she said. “It won’t be like 
an atlantic City boardwalk.”
  Mattick said the next step will likely be 
a meeting between the DOt design and engi-
neering team and the anna Maria transpor-
tation enhancement grant committee. that’s 
expected by late January, she said.

By nick Walter
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach city commissioners at 
their Dec. 8 meeting at city hall again dis-
cussed what type of pier they want to see 
replace the newly demolished one at the 
Manatee public Beach, 4000 gulf Drive.
 Manatee County Commissioner Carol 
Whitmore, who chairs the county tourist 
Development Council, said that Charlie 
Hunsicker, director of the county natural 
resources department, has identified fund-
ing for a 700-foot-long pier.
 at a previous meeting, a majority of city 
commissioners said they were in favor of a 
t-end 300-foot-long pier. that was under 
the assumption that funding was not avail-
able for a longer pier.
 “there’s a bid coming up on the con-
cessions,” Whitmore said, “and the extra 
money from there could go to pay for it.”
 “I say 300 feet,” Commissioner pat 
Morton said, “and if you don’t want to go 

300 feet, then nothing at all.”
 “I do prefer the 700-foot pier,” Commis-
sioner John Monetti said. “If the money’s 
there, all the more in my opinion.”
 “Just because the money’s there doesn’t 
mean you have to spend it and waste it,” Com-
missioner David Zaccagnino said. “I think 

what’s important is, big bridge, big pier, looks 
like every other place in the state of Florida. 
It’s not primarily a fishing pier, and it’s not a 
good fishing spot anyway.”
 “It might be a good fishing spot at 700 
feet,” Monetti said.

Visitors 
are denied 
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the beach 
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rounding 
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Looking toward Bradenton Beach from the Seafood Shack near Cortez Bridge, Barbara and 
husband Don Capron enjoyed a closeup view of the congregation of mullet fishers working 
their trade. Islander Photo: Courtesy Barbara Capron please see mullet, page 3
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Bring Your Home To Life 
With Natural Stone

MARBLE • GRANITE • ONYX • TRAVERTINE • PORCELAIN
COUNTERTOPS • FLOORING • BACKSPLASH • QUALITY INSTALLATION

Visit our Showroom at 601 6th Avenue West, Downtown Bradenton
Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm • Sat.  9am-2pm

941-747-5000

Mention this ad and receive a FREE SINK*

*see store for details

Escape the 
Ordinary

 “I’m not on top of this,” Commissioner al Rob-
inson said. “If the fish are out there at 700, I say take 
it out there to 700.”
 Discussion on funding for the new pier was on 
the agenda at the Dec. 14 tDC meeting, which took 
place as The Islander went to press.
 In other business, an in-house estimate for a 
possible sidewalk along the north side of Manatee 
avenue from the intersection at east Bay Drive to 
the public beach came in at $21,000. the Florida 
Department of transportation, however, will conduct 
its own estimate. Commissioners said federal stimu-
lus funding for the project is not available.
 Robinson spoke on the DOt plan to spend 
$170,000 to replace traffic signals at the intersec-
tion of east Bay Drive and Manatee avenue with 
new equipment that is able to withstand higher wind 
speeds.
 Robinson called for a resolution against the sig-
nals.
 “Don’t we have an obligation at the city of 
Holmes Beach to say, ‘this money is being wasted 
and we the commissioners do not put a stamp of 
approval on this waste of funds?’” Robinson said. 
“We don’t stand behind it.”
 But Monetti told Robinson, “Here in Holmes 
Beach, if we go after what the state is doing on state 
roads, it’s really not the best use of our energies,” 
Monetti told Robinson.
 Monetti then addressed a complaint from a city 
resident about raccoons.
 “We don’t have funding or a department for that,” 
Monetti said.
 He called Manatee County animal services and 
learned that they do not have funding for relocating 
raccoons.
 the commission canceled its Dec. 22 meeting 
because of the holidays. the next meeting will be 
Jan 12.

Beach pier excavator lands in Gulf 

A crew from 
Forristall 
Demolition 
works into 
the night 
Dec. 7 to 
remove an 
excava-
tor from 
the Gulf. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Courtesy 
Jessica 
Brambilla

By nick Walter
Islander Reporter

 From his tower at Manatee public Beach, life-
guard Matt Mcnitt watched the excavator as it 
worked away, removing decking at the end of the 
pier.
 suddenly, the road of pillars that led to the 
pier’s end crumbled and the excavator tipped into 
the water.
 “Oh, oh,” Mcnitt said. “I’m going to have to get 
in the water, because it’s about to roll over.”
 Fortunately, the operator of the Komat’su exca-
vator owned by Forristall Demolition, the contractor 
on the job, was able to keep the vehicle from tipping 
sideways or slipping farther into the water. and he 
exited the vehicle without any harm.
 Rolph Huband of Holmes Beach was watching as 
well. “I just said to my wife, ‘let’s go see him getting 

the end of the pier.’” Huband said. “so we went out 
there and suddenly it fell off.”
 the excavator quickly became stuck in the sand 
as an incoming tide eventually put the vehicle in about 
10-foot deep waters. that night, a Forristall Demoli-
tion crane lifted the excavator out of the rubble and 
water.
 “there was a pretty hefty current that day,” said 
Mary Forristall, president of Forristall Demolition. 
“We didn’t recognize that. the current must have 
undermined some of the road and created a void that 
caused the collapse.”
 Forristall said there was no damage to the exca-
vator.
 she said she expects the end of the pier to be 
removed by the end of the month.
 “We’re three weeks ahead of schedule,” she 
said.

Pier COntInueD FROM page 1
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ZAGAT’S   Top Restaurants
in America – “Best in Florida”

Surfside … Anna Maria Island   941-778-6444    www.BeachBistro.com

Meetings
Anna maria City
 • Dec. 17, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach
 • Dec. 17, 1 p.m., city commission meeting. 
CanCeleD
 • Jan. 7, 1 p.m., city pier team meeting.
 • Jan. 7, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
 • Dec. 17, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meet-
ing. CanCeleD
 • Dec. 22, 7 p.m., city commission meeting. 
CanCeleD
 • Jan. 6, 5 p.m., parks and beautification meet-
ing.
 • Jan. 12, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl.org.

West manatee Fire rescue District
 • Dec. 17, 6 p.m., district commission meeting.
 WMFR Station No. 1, 6001 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, 941-741-3900.

Of interest
 • Dec. 25 is Christmas. Most government offices 
are closed Dec. 24-25, as well as Jan. 1 for new 
Year’s day.
 • The Islander office will close at noon Thursday, 
Dec. 24 and reopen Monday, Dec. 28, and again close 
at noon Dec. 31 and reopen Jan. 4.
 Send notices to Lisa Neff at lisaneff@islander.
org.

pound for white roe.
 Karen Bell, office manager at A.P. Bell Fish Co. 
and owner of the star Fish Co. market and restaurant 
in Cortez, said demand is low.
 “We just don’t really have a buyer for sure yet,” 
Bell said. “It’s kind of a scary way to buy stuff. 
Mostly it’s exported, but we’ll just do the best we 
can.”
 she said that africa and China have recently had 
exceptional harvests of roe.
 Mullet fishermen typically spend six to eight 
hours on the water to bring back 5,000 to 10,000 
pounds of mullet, according to Bell.
 The workers may be fishing until 2 a.m., shovel-
ing ice into buckets and mending holes in nets.

 “They have to see when the fish are bunched 
together and that’s when they target the mullet,” Bell 
said. “they just touch base with each other.”
 The fish are harvested by throwing cast nets from 
a boat into a mullet school, and it takes many suc-
cessful attempts to gather enough mullet to make a 
paycheck.
 the mullet roe must be rinsed, put in tube-shaped 
bags and weighed into 5-pound boxes.
 parker, who takes his roe to a.p. Bell Fish Co., 
hopes ideal weather conditions line up soon.
 “We need a good norwester [wind],” he said. 
“some good rain and a little lightning, and when the 
wind comes from the northwest and starts blowing 
20-25, the barometer starts dropping, that’s what 
helps the mullet lay eggs  — the barometric pressure   
— especially on a full moon.” 

Mullet COntInueD FROM page 1

Workers Dec. 10 construct a sidewalk along the west side of State Road 789/Gulf Drive in Bradenton 
Beach. The work crew was on its 11th day of a 70-day contract with the Florida Department of Trans-
portation. The federal stimulus project, in addition to the sidewalk installation, includes landscaping and 
improvements to beach access points in Bradenton Beach. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff 
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WE’RE COUNTING ON YOU.

Holmes Beach residents Charles and JoAnn Lester are again offering up to $50,000 in 
matching funds for contributions made by Dec. 31, 2009, to the Anna Maria Island 

Community Center program scholarship fund. And your contribution is tax deductible. 

COUNT ME IN FOR THE CHALLENGE!

WE’RE COUNTING ON YOU.

Name _________________________________

Address _______________________________

______________________________________

Phone ________________________________

�   Amount   $ __________________________
�   I would like my gift in honor of:
______________________________________
�   I would like my gift to be in memory of:
______________________________________

Send your check to the Lester Challenge,
payable to AMICC. Mail your donation to 

P.O. Box 253, Anna Maria FL 34216. 

�   Please, bill me for my pledge amount.
A community service sponsored exclusively by 

Children and families in our community count on the Center... 
The Center provides a critical human service need on the Island and 

annually serves more than 3,785 individuals and family members, pro-
viding more than 1.2 million hours of service to change and enrich lives.

$50,000 CHALLENGE
TO BUILD A BETTER FUTURE!

Chuck and Joey

Waterfronts managers meet on waterfront
By lisa neff

Islander Reporter
 Waves crashed against the shore, a gulf wind 
cooled, and attendees of a meeting of the state’s 
Waterfronts Florida program were in their element.
 the meeting took place Dec. 7-8 mostly at the 
BeachHouse Restaurant in Bradenton Beach, where 
city officials, with the assistance of representatives 
from Cortez, played host.
 the Waterfronts Florida program is managed by 
the state department of community affairs and funded 
in part by the Florida Department of environmental 
protection, Florida Coastal Management program 
and the national Oceanic and atmospheric admin-
istration. the program exists to help communities 
preserve and promote working waterfronts. Both 
Bradenton Beach and Cortez are Waterfronts Florida 
communities.
 “It’s gone very, very well,” said Bradenton Beach 
project/program manager lisa Marie phillips, who 
coordinated the event and is a member of the Water-
fronts Florida managers group. “everybody has been 
kept engaged.”
 Waterfronts Florida program managers from 
around the state discussed the challenges facing 
their communities, especially in regards to dimin-
ished funding due to shrinking or tightened municipal 
budgets.
 But they also discussed opportunities, especially 
the potential to secure state, federal or nonprofit 
grants for projects.
 program managers also learned from a number 
of speakers about opportunities to beautify byways, 
minimize hazards before a disaster, improve storm-
water systems and eradicate non-native plants.
 “there is so much value to these meetings,” phil-
lips said, counting 30 attendees.
 On Dec. 7, attendees learned about low-impact 
development and smart growth, toured the waterfront 
in Cortez and Bridge street in Bradenton Beach and 
received  “swag” bags stuffed with souvenirs and 
coupons before dining at the BeachHouse and play-

ing a round of mini-golf at the Fish Hole.
 On Dec. 8, attendees, while eating breakfast at 
the BeachHouse, learned about hazard mitigation, 
creating “communities for a lifetime,” environmental 
stewardship and scenic highways.
 the scenic highway discussion involved a series 
of speakers, including lynne Marie Whately, who 
explained the state’s role in the scenic highway pro-
gram.
  there are currently 24 state-designated scenic high-
ways, four of which are in the area — the palma sola 
scenic Highway on Manatee avenue from 75th street 
in Bradenton west to east Bay Drive in Holmes Beach; 
the gulf Drive scenic Highway that runs the length of 
state Road 789 in Bradenton Beach; the tamiami scenic 
Highway on u.s. 41 in Manatee and sarasota counties 
and the lemon Bay/Myakka scenic Highway.
 the program, Whately said, was created in the 
mid-1990s to go beyond promoting a scenic route 

“with a sign by the side of the road.”
 and, she added, Florida in recent years has done 
well in securing grants through the federal scenic 
highway program for projects, including funding for 
Bradenton Beach to update its management plan for 
gulf Drive.
 the scenic highway discussion highlighted the 
city’s unique approach, which involved blending 
its scenic highway committee with its Waterfronts 
Florida committee to create one volunteer advisory 
group — scenicWaVes.
 “In Bradenton Beach, the scenic highway was 
tied closely with the waterfront,” said Bob Her-
rington, a liaison to the scenicWaVes committee 
from the sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan planning 
Organization. “You can probably stand on one side 
of the Island and throw a rock to the other.… so [the 
city] thought it might be a good idea to put these 
committees together.”

Bob Her-
rington of 
the Sarasota-
Manatee 
Metropolitan 
Planning 
Organization 
and Ingrid 
McClellan of 
Keep Manatee 
Beautiful talk 
during the 
Waterfronts 
Florida man-
agers meeting 
in Bradenton 
Beach Dec. 
8. Islander 
Photo:  
Lisa Neff
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129 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 941-896-7800
www.amibracelet.com

As one of the best kept secrets in the state, Anna 
Maria Island basks in the glow of the Florida 

West Coast’s embrace, with alluring charm and 
spectacular beauty. The Anna Maria Island 

Destination™ Pendant is wrought in precious 
metals as a lasting memento of this “Island in the 

SSSSSSun” that will surely transport your mind to the shores 
of this tropical haven. The stylized “A” and “M”are 

joined by an “I” in the likeness of an anchor, which 
rrrreefl ects the nautical nature of the island and the union 

of the three signifi es the “hook” that the island has 
on the hearts of many. A starfi sh and sand dollar 

rrrrrrepresent The Gulf and Tampa Bay which have both 
given Anna Maria Island their bounty for centuries 

and grace her shores with the pleasures of life 
on the water. From sunrise on the Tampa Bay to 

sunset on the Gulf and star fi lled nights, the time 
spent on the island is always fi lled with pleasure 

and beauty and The Anna Maria Island 
Destination™Pendant is a tribute to 

this enchanting “narrow slice of heaven”.
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Swiftmud requires permit for BB shore project
By lisa neff

Islander Reporter
 the southwest Florida Water Management Dis-
trict is requiring Bradenton Beach officials to secure 
an environmental resource permit for a shoreline sta-
bilization project.
 Swiftmud, responding to a city inquiry, notified 
Bradenton Beach of the need to go through the permit 
process last week.
 the city had applied for an exemption from the 
permit process, according to city project/program 
manager lisa Marie phillips.
 “We were not anticipating a full eRp —environ-
mental resource permit,” phillips said.
 However, added project consultant Dianne 
Rosensweig of scheda ecological associates, “the 
engineer will be meeting with swiftmud this week, 
and we are hoping to ascertain the type of permit 
required. since the plans are already in house, we do 
not anticipate any major delays.”

  Bradenton Beach is working on the shoreline 
stabilization project with the sarasota Bay estuary 
program, the u.s. Fish and Wildlife service, the 
national Oceanic and atmospheric administration 
and scheda ecological associates.
 the project involves a kayak launch on the shore-
line near Herb Dolan park at avenue a and 25th 
street, a kayak rack nearby, the removal of rip-rap 
along the shore and, to stabilize the shore, the instal-
lation of geoweb netting, soil and spartina grass.
 the nutrient-absorbing plants near the intersec-
tion will be in a swale — a “vegetated bio swale” — 
so that, in addition to preventing people from parking, 
the swale will serve as a stormwater filter, according 
to phillips.
 “the project appears to need an environmental 
resource permit particularly due to the stormwater 
treatment structures — pipe and swale — mentioned 
in the plans and possibly for the canoe launch,” said 
swiftmud spokesperson Robyn Felix.

State authorizes pier repair work

The Historic Bridge Street Pier in Bradenton 
Beach was open last week, but the ramp to the 

day dock remained closed due to storm damage. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 the Florida Department of environmental pro-
tection gave Bradenton Beach the OK needed to 
move ahead with fixing the Historic Bridge Street 
pier.
 “the city has received authorization from the 
district office of FDEP to stabilize the landing at the 
day dock, replace two damaged concrete pilings and 
install two permanent pilings under the landing of the 
day dock,” said city building official Steve Gilbert.
 the pier was temporarily closed earlier this 
month following a storm that brought little rain, but 
heavy winds to anna Maria Island.
 strong wave action associated with the Dec. 2 
storm damaged the pier. a cantilever connecting the 
day dock to the ramp twisted, which tilted the ramp 
and cracked two concrete pilings.
 “It didn’t seem like much of a storm to me,” 
said frequent pier fisher Bob Naylor of Cortez. “But 
I came out here to the pier the next morning and it 
was blocked off. No fishing.”
 the city temporarily closed the boardwalk, but 
did not the close Rotten Ralph’s restaurant at the 
entrance to the pier.
 the city reopened the pier Dec. 4, but kept the 

ramp to the day dock closed.
 City officials, in consultation with dock build-
ers, decided that a temporary fix — estimated to cost 
$1,000 — would involve installing two 16-inch wood 
pilings and removing the cantilever and the concrete 
material.
 last week, the Florida Department of environ-
mental protection authorized repairs.
 “Dep issued the authorization for the work to 
repair some pilings and install additional pilings 
to repair the pier through a deminimus exemption 
— minimal potential for adverse environmental 
impacts,” said Doug tobin, an external affairs man-
ager with the Dep.
 tobin added,  “the city does not need any further 
authorization from the department as long as the work 
is within the scope of what they told us they were 
going to do.” 
 the pier, a major attraction on the Island, 
reopened in september 2007 after a $2.2 million 
renovation. the pier had suffered structural damage 
during the 2004 hurricane season.

 phillips said the project partners had expected 
to be exempt from the permit process, but now must 
“pay a fee and the engineers have to do a whole appli-
cation.”
 Rosensweig said, “We knew it might not qual-
ify.”
 the city commission has reviewed the plans, 
which are not yet final.

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs and 
notices of the milestones in readers’ lives — 
weddings, anniversaries, travels and other 
events. please send notices and photographs 
with detailed captions — along with complete 
contact information — to news@islander.org or 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach Fl 34217.
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Penny here,  
penny there

 to aMI representatives: please keep your eye on 
yet another tax hike. last year it was just a penny, 
and I ended up raising our rental apartment tax from 
10.5 percent to 11.5 percent for some critical need 
identified by a tourist board.
 now, just a year later, another critical need — 
light rail.
 If this follows a pattern, Manatee County will 
soon be asking for just another penny; hiking the tax 
I must charge our tenants to 12.5 percent.

Home safe home
 alert citizens are one of the best defenses against 
burglars.
 Make unfamiliar occupants of vehicles and other 
persons aware that they are being watched, and take 
down type of vehicle and registration numbers.
 they’ll quickly go elsewhere and not come 
back.
 Rick Lewis, Bradenton

Clean and green
 I want to express my gratitude to the city of 
Holmes Beach for the work it has done with the 
green spaces at the intersection of east Bay Drive 
and Manatee avenue.
 It is a treat to sit at a light and admire the beauty 
of the handiwork. You may also notice a sign there 
from Manatee River garden Club identifying this area 
for their Beautification Award. Congratulations.
 the lush green plantings, small palm trees, yellow 
beach daisies and bright red poinsettias make such a 
positive statement. they say, “Welcome, we’re glad 
you’re here” to those coming on the Island. to those 
going off the Island, it says, “We hope you enjoyed 
your visit, come again.”
 the landscape work of our city workers provides 
a great first impression for visitors. Much like the 
entries to our homes, the handiwork is visible evi-
dence of the love and pride we have in our small 
island community.
 thank you, Holmes Beach city workers, for 
making our holidays so much more beautiful.
 Happy Holidays!
 Midge Pippel, Holmes Beach

 Well, I have a critical need for you all — stop 
government from raising taxes. enough is enough.
 Your effort to stop this tax, before it gets rolling, 
would be greatly appreciated and, I submit, smart for 
business on anna Maria Island.
 Bill Hahn, Holmes Beach 

Have your say
 We welcome and encourage your comments on 
topics, columns and editorials in The Islander and 
the news and events on anna Maria Island.
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 
250 words and reserves the right to edit for length, 
accuracy and grammar. letters must include name, 
address, and a contact phone number (for verifica-
tion). Anonymous and unverified letters will not be 
printed. 
 letters are published on a space-available basis 
with regard to length and timeliness of the mate-
rial. Writers are limited to one published letter per 
month.
 address letters by e-mail to news@islander.org 
or mail to 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach Fl 
34217, or comment on matters on The Islander Web 
site at www.islander.org.
 stories on the Web site include comment forms 
for submissions.

It’s beginning
 Yes, Virginia, it’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas. and for kids on anna Maria Island, santa 
Claus has certainly made a lot of visits and listened 
to lots of wishes.
 the visit this past weekend was thanks to the 
anna Maria Island privateers, the benevolent, parad-
ing, partying pirate crew that has embraced the hearts 
of many, young and old.
 If anything symbolizes anna Maria Island better 
than the privateers, please, let us know. 
 the Christmas parade Dec. 12 brought out the 
holiday spirit for the folks in the parade as well as 
the merrymakers collecting beads, candy and assorted 
handouts. and by the way, how many parades have 
you been to where the floats pass out fresh home-
grown grapefruit? Yes, on anna Maria Island it’s 
possible, thanks to Bob slicker of americom.
 as the holiday spirit progresses, where else can 
you go to walk the biblical path of Mary and Joseph 
with friends and family in period attire accompanied 
by a donkey, sheep, goats and a llama standing in for 
a camel.
 the Rev. gary Batey and Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church serve the “reason for the season” 
along with a gathering at the end of walk when the 
pastor reads the Christmas story from an aged scroll 
and the baby Jesus and three wise men look on.
 For the celebrants of the Bethlehem Walk and the 
fellowship that follows, it’s a beautiful and memo-
rable event.
 and don’t forget to appreciate the simple things, 
too, such as a ride around the Island, maybe on the trol-
ley, to enjoy holiday lights on homes and businesses.
 plan your tour to coincide with the holiday open 
house on Bridge street Dec. 19, and you can hop off 
the trolley, visit santa and enjoy the hospitality of the 
merchants in the historic shopping district.
 and if you have room in your budget for just one 
more Christmas gift this year, consider a donation to 
the anna Maria Island Community Center before Jan. 
1, and your gift will be matched by Chuck and Joey 
lester, who each year challenge others to match their 
$50,000 fund.
 sometimes it helps to take a deep breath, put any 
squabbles aside, and appreciate the wonderful com-
munity that puts the joy in our holiday season.
 Only nine days remain from this publication date 
to enjoy this season on aMI before the jolly fat guy 
rides through the sky.
 Ho. Ho. Ho.
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In the Dec. 15, 1999, issue of  
The Islander, headlines announced:

We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. It’s the best way 
to stay in touch with what’s happening on anna Maria Island. We’ve been pub-
lishing and mailing successfully since 1992!
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community happen-
ings, people features and special events … even the latest real estate transactions 
… everything you need if your “heart is on the Island.” 
 The Islander is distributed free locally. If you don’t live here year-round, use 
this form to subscribe for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not suspend 
mail subscriptions — you get the news free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION  (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery)  
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS ANd CANAdIAN SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

 Rates to Europe or other countries available on request.

MAIl To: ________________________________________________________

ADDReSS _______________________________________________________

cITY _________________________STATe _________ ZIP _______________

credit card: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _______________________________________

Name shown on card: ___________________________exp. Date ___________

credit card billing address: __________________________________________

MAIl START DATe: ________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND – SINcE 1992
Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217 

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-mAIL subscriptions@islander.org

Date low High Rainfall
Dec. 6 46 68 0
Dec. 7 60 75 0
Dec. 8 64 77 0
Dec. 9 68 79 0
Dec. 10 61 75 .03
Dec. 11 55 67 0
Dec. 12 58 82 0
Average Gulf water temperature 73°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Temps and Drops on AMI

Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
The Original Waterfront Restaurant

Breakfast • Lunch •  Dinner  • Beer/Wine
200 Bridge St. •  Bradenton Beach

Open every day • 778-1604

Lunch • Dinner • Full Bar 
902 S. Bay Blvd • Anna Maria  
778-3953 • Open Every Day

As always... Free Beer Tomorrow

VOTED  TOP-10 FISH RESTAURANT BY SARASOTA MAGAZINE!

Live shrimp at the bait shop!

ROTTEN RALPH’S
on the Historic Bridge Street Pier

$9.99 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT SPECIALS
   PASTA • CHICKEN • STIR FRY • FISH & CHIPS

SENIOR SPECIALS STARTING AT $4.99

Shop Rotten Ralph’s Gift Emporium 

for Great Holiday Gifts!

Rotten Ralph Shirts, Mugs, Hats 
Gift Certificates and More!

New Year’s Eve Party
with Jay Crawford

10 years ago
 • Anna Maria City Commissioner George McKay 
announced he would resign his seat on the commis-
sion to run for mayor after Mayor Chuck shumard 
said he’d “had enough” and would not seek another 
term. Commissioner Robert Mcelheny also said he 
would not seek a return to office in the city’s February 
2000 elections. 
 • Florida Department of Transportation offi-
cials announced they plan a $690,000 study in the 
2000-01 fiscal year to determine an appropriate 
replacement and design for the anna Maria Island 
Bridge. David twiddy of the DOt said the study 
would have no preconceived ideas and may con-
clude there is no need to replace the bridge.
 • Holmes Beach resident Bob Moderhak won a 
national sweepstakes drawing sponsored by nokia to 
throw a football at a target 15 yards away during the 
Florida state-Virginia tech football game. should the 
football strike the target, Moderhak stood a chance 
of winning $2 million.

FeRC OKs pipeline hookup
By lisa neff

Islander Reporter
 port Dolphin energy continues to secure federal 
approval for its deepwater port and pipeline project 
in the tampa Bay area.
 the Federal energy Regulatory Commission last 
week issued a certificate for Port Dolphin to build 
and operate an on-shore pipeline to connect to the 
deepwater port in the gulf.
  the FeRC order marks another successful mile-
stone in the project.  In november, the u.s. Maritime 
administration and u.s. Coast guard gave approval 
to the port Dolphin project. this action followed the 
formal approval of the proposed project in september 
by Florida gov. Charlie Crist.
 located 28 miles off the shore of anna Maria 
Island, the new deepwater port, with its specially 
designed LNG vessels, will deliver liquefied natural 
gas through an underwater pipeline to connect with 

the state’s pipeline system 4 miles inland from port 
Manatee.
 the lng will be returned to a gaseous state 
onboard the vessels and fed into the pipeline to serve 
customers across Florida.
 “We are extremely pleased with the positive 
response to this project by the Federal energy Regu-
latory Commission,” said sveinung J. støhle, presi-
dent and CeO of Höegh lng.  “the port will be an 
important new solution to bring much-needed natural 
gas for the state of Florida.”
  port Dolphin’s deepwater port will have peak 
send-out capacity of up to 1.2 billion cubic feet per 
day, enough to power more than a million homes, 
according to a news release.
 When fully operational, port Dolphin will have 
enough capacity to meet 15 percent of Florida’s natu-
ral gas needs.  Construction of the port is set to begin 
in 2012 with completion in 2013.
 

With appreciation
Susie and Lynn Kruse, right, 
receive volunteer apprecia-
tion certificates from Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce officials Cindy 
Thompson and Mary Ann 

Brockman during the cham-
ber’s Christmas party at the 
Harrington House Bed and 
Breakfast in Holmes Beach. 
The chamber presented cer-

tificates to 146 volunteers.  
Islander Photo:  
Nancy Ambrose
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Nally lawyers seek Dye’s parking opinion letter

P&Z member wants respect, authority

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 A law firm that previously has represented Wil-
liam and Barbara nally of spring avenue, anna 
Maria, has requested a copy of an opinion on parking 
made by city attorney Jim Dye prior to the commis-
sion’s Dec. 3 meeting on parking safety.
 attorney Jeremy anderson, of the sarasota law 
firm of Lobeck and Hanson, wrote to Anna Maria city 
clerk alice Baird Dec. 9 requesting a copy of “the 
document prepared by Jim Dye for meeting held on 
December 3, 2009.”
 anderson did not indicate if he was acting on 
behalf of a client.
 anderson has represented the nallys at commis-
sion and planning and zoning meetings on numerous 
occasions the past few years.
 the nallys, who own a home on spring avenue 
adjacent to the sandbar Restaurant, have been outspo-
ken opponents of the restaurant, which is owned by 
ed Chiles. and Chiles is a principal in pine avenue 
Restoration llC.
 paR and its pine avenue projects have been the 
target of debate over parking recently.
 Commissioner Harry stoltzfus has said the two 
ROR projects approved for paR by the p&Z board 
violate city land-development regulations and the 

comprehensive plan and are unsafe. Dye has opined 
that paR met all requirements of the city in its appli-
cations.
 stoltzfus has further claimed that paR is attempt-
ing to “beat the system” by submitting for approval 
three site plans in november in anticipation that the 
commission will amend either the parking ordinance, 
the site-plan review procedures, or both.
 Dye’s opinion is that any site plan approved 
before the commission amends regulations or 

procedures does not have to follow the new 
rules, but any site plan being processed and not 
yet approved would have to follow any new 
requirements.
 at the Dec. 3 meeting, stoltzfus attempted to 
have Commission Chairman John Quam declare an 
emergency meeting to pass a moratorium pending 
changes to site-plan approvals and parking regula-
tion changes, but Quam and Dye rejected the sug-
gestion.

Anna Maria committee choices questioned
 anna Maria city commissioners at their Dec. 
17 meeting are each going to nominate a member 
to an ad hoc committee that will examine parking 
safety and site-plan procedures in the city.
 But some commissioners might not approve 
another’s choice.
 among those expected to be nominated are 
Mike Coleman, gene aubry, larry albert and 
former City Commissioner tom aposporos.
 Coleman is a principal in pine avenue Res-
toration llC, while albert is a former chair-
man of the city’s capital improvements advisory 
committee. aubry is an architect who has per-
formed work for various contractors and build-

ers in the city. 
  albert resigned from the CIaC in February 
2009, indicating in his resignation letter that his 
view of the city appeared to be incompatible with 
that of the mayor and city commission.
 aposporos, a licensed real estate broker, is 
a former commissioner and chaired two charter 
view committees.
 Commissioner Jo ann Mattick, who chal-
lenged the actions of Commissioner Harry stoltz-
fus at the Dec. 1 parking safety committee meet-
ing he chaired, will not be present at the Dec. 17 
meeting, but has submitted aubry’s name for the 
ad hoc committee.

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Mayor Fran Barford has been scrutinizing a 
number of applicants to fill a vacant position on the 
anna Maria planning and zoning board.
 Board member Randall stover had asked the 
mayor to appoint someone who’s non-political to 

fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Doug Copeland.
 In a Dec. 8 letter to the 
mayor, stover presented sug-
gestions on a replacement board 
member, outlined how the board 
should operate and provided 
information on his personal 
health.

 the board has been an “under-utilized entity in 
our city for sometime,” he said, and called upon the 
board to be the city’s local planning agency as stated 
in the committee handbook.
 long-range planning for the city should be done 
by the p&Z board, he maintained. that has not hap-
pened in the past, stovall added.
 planning should not be done by “professional 
planners or a commission-appointed citizen’s com-

mittee,” he wrote.
 “the planning and zoning board must also receive 
the respect and authority, inherent in that responsibil-
ity, from the mayor and commissioners.”
 stovall asked Barford to appoint a new member 
who will “help us plan the future of anna Maria with-
out bias or personal goals.”
 While stovall said he has no political ambitions, 
he campaigned unsuccessfully several years ago for 
a seat on the city commission.
 stovall, who was diagnosed with tongue cancer 
in 2006, said he is “doing well.” He said he has to 
speak softly, but can “usually make myself heard.”
 the board faces a major task. It must rewrite 
some land development regulations to pair up to 
the 2007 comprehensive plan and, at the same time, 

amend a number of lDRs that 
are considered unclear.
 additionally, the p&Z 
board met Dec. 15 to begin the 
process of re-zoning 24 parcels 
from commercial to retail-office-
residential to correspond with 
the future land-use map in the 
comprehensive plan.

 Meanwhile, Barford said she plans to recommend 
Bob Barlow for the p&Z vacancy. Her nomination is 
on the consent agenda for the Dec. 17 city commis-
sion meeting at city hall.
 Barlow is a former city commissioner who lost 
a 2008 election bid for a commission seat.

Barlow

Stover

TBEP awards grants
 the tampa Bay estuary program recently 
awarded $123,000 to 25 community groups for proj-
ects that directly involve citizens in restoring and 
improving tampa Bay.
 the Bay Mini-grant program is funded by the 
sale of the tampa Bay estuary license plate, also 
known as the “tarpon tag.”
 Manatee County recipients included:
 • Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch, which received 
$2,913.15 to reprint two turtle activity books for ele-
mentary-aged children. the turtle books are distrib-
uted through aMItW to local schools. 
 • The Palma Sola Botanical Park Foundation in 
northwest Bradenton received $4,000 for volunteers 
from Bradenton-area schools to remove invasive 
plants and replacing them with native plants.

Last  
Minute 
gifts from

T-shirts
Subscriptions
Elka Calendars

AMI Stickers



THE ISLANDER n DEC. 16, 2009 n 9

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Former anna Maria City Commissioner tom 
aposporos recently sent a letter to Mayor Fran Bar-
ford and Commission Chairman John Quam disclos-

ing his business dealings with 
pine avenue Restoration llC.
 aposporos sent the letter 
after informing the city commis-
sion at its Dec. 3 meeting that he 
is willing to serve on an ad hoc 
committee to examine the city’s 
site-plan review procedures and 
land-development regulations 

pertaining to parking in the city.
 He said he wrote the letter asking the mayor and 
commissioner if the relationship would “question my 
service to the committee.”
 a real estate broker, aposporos said he had 
recently proposed a lease tenant to paR for one of its 
retail-office-residential facilities on Pine Avenue.
 He said there is a “strong possibility” that paR 
and the tenant will agree to a lease and he will receive 
a commission if that happens.
 additionally, aposporos said he may provide 
some marketing and communications services 
to paR and he anticipates compensation for his 
efforts.
 aposporos has twice headed up charter review 
committees for the city and currently is the executive 
director of the longboat Key-st. armands Circle-
siesta Key Chamber of Commerce.
 While acknowledging that Barford and Quam are 
aware of his business relationship with paR, apos-
poros said he believes it “appropriate to provide you 
with a written document describing that relationship 
so that you may place it in the city of anna Maria 
record.”
  paR was the subject of debate at a Dec. 1 
meeting of the city’s parking safety committee 
and also the subject of much discussion among 
commissioners and public comment at the Dec. 3 
commission meeting.
 the company, with ed Chiles and Mike Coleman 
among the principals, recently submitted site plans 
for three ROR projects. paR has completed one ROR 
complex on pine avenue and another, also on pine 
avenue, is under construction.

RENT
BOATS/BIKES/KAYAKS

S&S Plaza Next to Minnie’s

5358 Gulf Drive
Holmes Beach, FL, 34217

FREE DELIVERY AND PICK-UP SERVICE TO YOUR 
VACATION RENTAL PROPERTY ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

www.rentjust4fun.com
rentjust4fun@aol.com

941.896-7884
Wir sprechen Deutsch

Accommodations
Tortuga Inn Beach &
Tradewinds Resorts

90 well-appointed rooms, apts., suites 
with kitchens, wi-fi, pools, beach, more!
www.tortugainn.com • 941-778-6611

www.tradewinds-resort.com 

Haley’s Motel
An Island jewel with 1950s charm and
21st century amenities. Perfect for all

weddings and reunions.  
941-778-5405 or 800-367-7824

www.haleysmotel.com

Bungalow Beach Resort
DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH! 

Classic 1930s Island-style resort.
   1-800-779-3601

bungalow@bungalowbeach.com
www.bungalowbeach.com

i.wed

Beauty & Wellness
Acqua Aveda Salon Spa Store

Hair, nails, makeup, skin and massage
for the bride and the entire bridal party. 

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach 
941-778-5400 • www.acquaaveda.com

Catering
Banana Cabana

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant
We’ll cater your affair with 

Caribbean flair! 941-779-1930
www.bananacabanaseafood.com

Jewelry
Bridge Street Jewelers

The Island’s full-service jewelry store.
129 Bridge St., 

Bradenton Beach
941-896-7800

Bridal Attire
The Beach Shop

at the Manatee Public Beach 
Pretty white dresses for a casual island 

wedding, dresses for the moms, too!
Open daily. 941-778-5442

Photography
Jack Elka PhotoGraphics

The finest wedding photography, since 
1980. Studio located at 315 58th St. 
Holmes Beach. Visit my Web site at 

www.jackelka.com
941-778-2711

Island Photography
Beautiful and creative photography 
that you will treasure for a lifetime.

Dara Caudill  
941-778-5676

islandphotography.org

Wedding/Receptions
Rotten Ralph’s Restaurants

Now offering catering 
and banquet facilities

for weddings and private parties.
For catering menu and more 

information call 941-778-3953.

Invitations
Paper Panache

Custom invitations for weddings
And every other social occasion

3202 Cortez Rd.
941.755.9100

nancy@paperpanacheonline.com

Flowers
Silvia’s Flower Corner

Unique flowers that will WOW you!
9801 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
Call 941-720-0424, or e-mail  

flowercorner@tampabay.rr.com
www.annamariaflorist.com

The Islander Wedding Directory

TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT IWED EXPERTS

REBECCA BARNETT • 941-704-4133 • REBECCA@ISLANDER.ORG AND TONI LYON • 941-928-8735 • TONI@ISLANDER.ORG

Queens Gate Resort
Private beach weddings, reception area, & 
guest accommodations all in one location.

www.queensgateresort.com
Email:islands58@aol.com

941-778-7153 1-800-310-7153

Bradenton Country Club
Make an impression without saying a 
word. Full Service Banquet Facility.

Centrally Located - Beautiful Atmosphere
Casual, Formal, Small or Large

Call 792-1600 for more information

Melinda's Cafe & Catering
Fresh Cuisine with our personal touch.

Weddings, brunches, parties, barbeques.
All events customized. 941-778-0411

www.melindascafe.com

Bayside Banquet Hall
Picturesque “old Florida” waterfront facility

for weddings, reception and events.
Indoor/outdoor, Tiki bar, boat dockage.

Many food and drink options.
941-798-2035

www.baysidebanquethall.com

Bank foreclosing on  
Musil-Buehler property

By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 A bank has filed papers in Manatee County court 
to foreclose on a Holmes Beach property co-owned 
by an Island woman missing more than a year.
 sabine Musil-Buehler, co-owner of Haley’s 
Motel in Holmes Beach, disappeared in november 
2008.
 Bankunited, through the Van ness law Firm of 
Deerfield Beach, filed foreclosure papers in Manatee 
County earlier this month.
 the bank alleges that mortgage payments on the 
residence at 512 72nd st. in Holmes Beach have not 
been made since august.
 the bank approved the mortgage for Musil-Bue-
hler and husband thomas Buehler in January 2005 
and recorded the mortgage in February 2005.
 “there has been a default under the note and 
mortgage held by plaintiff in that the amount due 
aug. 1, 2009, and all subsequent payments have not 
been made,” the foreclosure complaint stated.

 the bank is demanding full payment of 
$574,293.03, plus interest and legal expenses.
 Musil-Buehler’s last known whereabouts were 
late nov. 4, 2008, when she left the apartment on 
Magnolia avenue in anna Maria that she was sharing 
with boyfriend William J. Cumber.
 Cumber, now serving a 13-year prison sentence for 
violating parole in an unrelated case, has said he and 
Musil-Buehler argued that night in november about his 
smoking a cigarette and she left in her car.
 Musil-Buehler’s estranged husband and business 
partner reported her missing nov. 6, 2008, after learn-
ing that her vehicle was involved in a high-speed 
pursuit in Bradenton.
 While the criminal investigation into Musil-Bue-
hler’s disappearance continues, a civil court judge has 
been asked by Buehler to declare his wife dead.
 the defendant in the civil suit, a company that 
sold Musil-Buehler a life insurance policy, has filed 
a motion to dismiss Buehler’s request, which will be 
heard Dec. 22.

AM seeks Rep. Buchanan’s help

Aposporos discloses 
PAR business

Aposporos

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford has asked 
u.s. Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-longboat Key, for 
help in getting a study to determine the extent of 
beach erosion on anna Maria’s bay side.
 the study is needed for the planned 2014 
Islandwide beach renourishment project, and 
Barford wants to have the survey ready before 
the project begins in earnest.
 she told Buchanan that the Florida Depart-
ment of environmental protection has re-desig-

nated the city’s northernmost bayfront beach from 
“critical inlet” to “critical shoreline,” allowing 
those areas to be included in the next renourish-
ment.
 “We realize a study must be done to deter-
mine the extent of the problem and would request 
funding for the study from the Water Resources 
Development act to help jump-start that study,” 
the mayor wrote in a nov. 19 letter.
 Barford said she anticipates Buchanan will 
make a push to obtain funding as soon as pos-
sible.
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IRRESISTIBLE  IDEAS FOR HOME AND GARDEN

941.778.2181
www.beauty-andthe-beach.com

HOME STAGING
Creates faster sales.• 
Generates more dollars.• 
Brings renters back.• 
Free consultation.• 

Shipping Deadlines
U.S. Domestic Shipping

Ground:            ship by 12/17
Express Saver:   ship by 12/21
2-Day:              ship by 12/22
Overnight:         ship by 12/23

International Shipping
Economy:              ship by 12/17
Priority:                   ship by 12/21
Shop here for holiday cards, decorative bubble 

mailers, boxes & small gift items

3230 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach  
941-778-1911

www.islandmailandmore.com

Community Thrift Shop
792-2253

5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton
Reader’s Choice 2008 Best Consignment Store

One day only:  11-4 • Fri. • Dec 18  
Fill-a-Bag  $3
Clothes & Shoes 50 Cents Each!
Christmas items 50% off
Dec 18 is our last day of business for 2009. We’ll re-open Jan 4, 2010.

Gigantic 
Christmas 
Sale

2pm • Sunday 
December 20

CrossPointe 
Fellowship Church

8605 Gulf Drive  
Anna Maria

Anna Maria Island
Community Chorus & Orchestra

Classical Music Concert
presents

An Island Christmas
Featuring Handel’s Messiah and Vivaldi’s Gloria

Tickets: $20 at the door
or available at the AMI Chamber

Bridge Street Market  
set for Dec. 19

 Bridge street Market vendors are preparing to 
provide shoppers with holiday gift ideas during the 
market, which is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. saturday, Dec. 19.
 Vendors will be selling arts and crafts, plants, 
produce and other fare, household goods, apparels 
and pet accessories.
 the Historic Bridge street Merchants associa-
tion sponsors the market at 107 Bridge st.
 For more information, call nancy ambrose at 
941-518-4431.

Artists, shoppers  
sought for ‘yard sale’ 

 artist Woody Candish and The Islander will 
again host an annual pre-holiday “yard sale” on the 
sidewalks of the Island shopping Center in Holmes 
Beach. 

 the annual sale will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. sat-
urday, Dec. 19. participating art-
ists and crafters, including asso-
ciates of Restless natives, the 
anna Maria Island artists guild, 
art league, Island gallery West 
or any other art organization are 
invited to have a booth at the 
sale.

 there is no fee to enter and all area artists are 
welcome to get in the holiday spirit and participate 
in the outdoor sidewalk sale. the deadline to register 
and take part in the sale is Dec. 18.
 For holiday shoppers, the sale is a call to pur-
chase quality original art and crafts, some at bargain 
prices, directly from local artisans.
 to participate in the sale, contact Bonner Joy 
or lisa Williams at The Islander at 941-778-7978, 
e-mail either bonner@islander.org or lisaw@islander.
org, or stop by the newspaper office, 5404 Marina 
Drive.

Bradenton Beach to 
celebrate holiday season

Moose hosts holiday  
brunch, Santa Claus

 the Women of the Moose will host a Christmas 
brunch for children and their parents from 10 a.m. to 
noon saturday, Dec. 19.
 the event at the lodge, 110 gulf Drive, Braden-
ton Beach, will feature a visit with santa and gifts 
for kids.
 admission for children is free; $3 for adults.
 the Women of the Moose also will host a plant 
and bake sale from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Registration for the brunch is required by Dec. 15.
 For more information, call the lodge at 941-778-
4110.

Pier Regulars host  
holiday party

 the pier Regulars will gather with friends and 
family at the anna Maria City pier Restaurant, 100 
s. Bay Blvd., anna Maria, for a Christmas party at 9 
a.m. saturday, Dec. 19.
 the party, organized each year by Frank almeda 
and presented in cooperation with the restaurant and 
manager David sork, will feature breakfast, as well 
as raffles for prizes donated by local merchants.
 For more information, call almeda at 941-778-
7062.

By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 the Historic Bridge street Mer-
chants association will deck the 
street for a holiday open house from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. saturday, Dec. 19.
 Christmas on Bridge street, co-
sponsored by The Islander, will fea-
ture a visit from santa, music and 
opportunities to win gift baskets, 
Christmas wreaths and two bicy-
cles.
 Raffle tickets will be sold at a 
number of Bridge street businesses, 
including the Back alley, Bridge 
street Bazaar, Bridge street Interi-
ors, the sailors Knot, BridgeWalk 
and the Bridge street Market.
 the night before Christmas on Bridge street, the 
city of Bradenton Beach will judge its annual holiday 
lighting contest, which offers first-place awards of 
$150 for commercial and residential lighting displays, 

and second-place awards of $100 for 
commercial and lighting displays.
 City Commissioner Janie Robertson, 
who organizes the contest and serves 
as a judge, said she will look for effort 
and creativity.
 Judges will tour the city “at least 
twice” to make sure they see all light-
ing displays, Robertson said.
 last year’s winners included linger 
longer and the Drift In in the com-
mercial category and 201 Bay Drive 
and 2214 ave. a. in the residential 
category.
 the city also will host a holiday 
party for staff, elected officials and 
volunteers at noon Dec. 18 at city 

hall, 107 gulf Drive n.
 Artist Robert Johnson lent his image of the clock-
tower and trolley on Bridge Street to promote the 
holiday open house. Islander Graphic: Bonner Joy

treet
ridge

Music by 
Island Jams Tom Barrons!
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Candish Celebrating the 30th
Judy and Mike Kelly of Holmes Beach and Orlando 
will celebrate their 30th anniversary on Dec. 28 
with a renewal of vows on the beach at the end of 
48th Street. After a champagne toast, the couple 
will gather with family and friends at Da Giorgio 
restaurant in Holmes Beach.

Stansell wedding
Keith and Patricia Stansell of Sarasota married at the 
BeachHouse Restaurant in Bradenton Beach Nov. 22. 
Stansell gained international attention when, under 
contract to conduct anti-narcotics work in Colombia, 
his plane went down. He and others were taken hos-
tage by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. 
Stansell was rescued in 2008. Islander Photo: Cour-
tesy Michael Charles Photography
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January thru Easter Sunday Services
9 and 11 am - Sanctuary

Roser Memorial 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

512 Pine Avenue, Anna Maria • 941-778-0414
Christmas Eve Services: Sanctuary

5:30 pm Candlelight Celebration Service
Spread the Good News, Nativity Pageant

9 pm Traditional Candlelight Service
Music by Chancel Choir, Soloists and Ensembles
Christmas Day Service: 10 am - Chapel

www.roserchurch.com

New Year’s Eve Service 
Continuous Chapel 

Communion - 4-9 pm

December Sunday 
Services

10 am - Sanctuary

14k Gold $148
$26Sterling $26*

*
*Prices subject to change

Sterling $26*

14k Gold $285*

New location!
5508 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 941.778.3636

WE
MOVED

114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach 
941-782-1130 • www.bridgestreetinteriors.com

25% OFF
all Christmas Decorations

During Christmas on Bridge Street

Dec. 19 only

WATCH BANDS • WATCH BATTERIES • SERVICE/REPAIRS

Tues- Sat 10-4 • ATM & credit cards accepted •  941-798-9585

Best prices in town
on Citizen Watches

8102 CORTEZ RD. W.
NEW LOCATION!

MEN’S 
$285 
Reg. $475

WOMEN’S 
$285 
Reg. $475

NDS • W•••••••••••••••••••• ATCH

8

M
o
M
o
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Orchestra to perform 
Christmas concert

 the anna Maria Island Community Chorus and 
Orchestra will perform its annual holiday concert at 
2 p.m. sunday, Dec. 20, at Crosspointe Fellowship, 
8605 gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 the program, an Island Christmas, will feature 
the work of Vivaldi, Mozart, Boccherini and Handel, 
including a portion of his “Messiah.”
 the concert schedule continues with “From 
aMICCO With love” Feb. 14 and “an Invitation to 
the Opera” March 21.
 For more information or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.amicco.org on the Web.

Local band to hold  
St. Pete CD party

 the Holmes Beach-based band Bootleg will hold 
a party for the release of a third CD, “season.”
 the event will take place at the state theatre in 
downtown st. petersburg saturday, Dec. 19.
 Doors will open at 7 p.m.
 tickets, which include admission to the all-ages 
concert and a copy of the CD for $16, can be pur-
chased at the State Theatre box office.
 For more information, call the theater at 727-895-
3045.

Kayak tours offered
 the sarasota Bay estuary program is offering its 
free Bay Wise kayak eco-tours in the area this month 
and next month.
 sBep citizen advisory committee member Jack 
taylor will lead the tours, which begin at 9 a.m. and 
last about three hours.
 space is limited to 15 people per trip, and regis-
tration is required.
 tours include:
 • Saturday, Dec. 19, Neal Preserve, with paddlers 
meeting in the preserve on the west side of Manatee 
avenue just east of the anna Maria Island Bridge.
 • Wednesday, Jan. 13, and Saturday, Jan 16, Leffis 
and Jewfish keys, with paddlers meeting at Coquina 
Beach Bayside in Bradenton Beach.
 For more information or to register, call the sBep 
at 941-955-8085.

Churches celebrate Christmas
  Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 pine 
ave., anna Maria, will host two Christmas eve 
programs Dec. 24 in the 
sanctuary — a celebrational 
candlelight service with 
music and prayer at 5:30 
p.m. and a traditional can-
dlelight service at 9 p.m.
 Crosspointe Fellowship, 
8605 gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach, will hold a candle-
light service on Christmas 
eve at 7:30 p.m.
 gloria Dei lutheran 
Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, will cele-
brate on Christmas eve with 
music programs at 6:30 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. and candlelight 
services at 7 p.m. and 10:30 
p.m.
 the episcopal Church of 
the annunciation, 4408 gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach, will 
celebrate on Christmas eve 
with services at 5 p.m. and 11 
p.m. and the singing of carols 

at 10:30 p.m.
 st. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 s. Harbor 

Drive, Holmes Beach, 
will hold family Mass 
at 4 p.m. on Christmas 
eve and Christmas eve 
Mass at 10 p.m. the 
choir will sing carols at 
9:30 p.m.
 Harvey Memorial 
Community Church, 300 
Church ave., Bradenton 
Beach, will hold a ser-
vice at 7 p.m. Christmas 
eve.
 On  Chr i s tmas , 
which is Dec. 25, Roser 
will hold a service at 10 
a.m. in the chapel.
 gloria Dei will hold 
a worship service at 9:30 
a.m.
 annunciation will 
hold a service at 10 a.m.
 st. Bernard will 
hold Christmas Day mass 
at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Christmas bird count Dec. 29

Getting in on the count
 For details about joining the Christmas 
Bird Count, e-mail David Williamson of the 
Manatee County audubon society at david@
localbirder.com or call the audubon hotline at 
941-792-2222.

Roser Memorial Community Church. Islander 
Photo: Bonner Joy

By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 Birding enthusiasts will not likely count a par-
tridge in a pear tree, but Christmas Bird Count vol-
unteers probably will see some pelicans on a pier.
 the audubon society’s Manatee County chapter is 
organizing the local Christmas Bird Count, which will 
take place on anna Maria Island Dec. 29 at sunrise.
 the national audubon society annually sponsors 
the Christmas-time counts. now in its 110th year, it 
is the longest-running wildlife census in the world, 
and has become an annual tradition for citizen vol-
unteers and scientists in communities throughout the 

americas.
 the first Christmas Bird Count involved 27 
conservationists in 25 localities, led by scientist and 
writer Frank Chapman. On Christmas Day 1900, the 
small group considered an alternative to the “side 
hunt,” a Christmas day activity in which teams com-
peted to see who could shoot the most birds and small 
mammals. Chapman proposed that rather than hunt 
animals, they identify, count and record all the birds 
they saw, founding what is now considered to be the 
world’s most significant citizen-based conservation 
effort — and a more than century-old institution.
 “When Frank Chapman started the Christmas 
Bird Census, it was a visionary act,” said national 
audubon president John Flicker. “no one could have 
predicted how important the CBC would become as 
a resource and tool for conservation. It allows birds 
to send us a wake-up call about the importance of 
addressing the warming of our climate and the loss 
of vital habitat through action at every level.”
 nationally this year’s count will begin Dec. 14 
and will continue through Jan. 5, depending on the 
location and resources.
 anna Maria Island is part of the gulf Circle 
Count that will take place Dec. 29, with birders reg-
istering in the days before the event.
 last year in the gulf Circle, birders counted peli-
cans, cormorants, herons, egrets, wood storks, vul-
tures, hawks, plovers, willets, sanderlings, skimmers, 
terns, gulls, parakeets, woodpeckers, gnatcatchers, 
mockingbirds, starlings, sparrows, blackbirds and 
warblers.
 “the Christmas Bird Count is all about the power 
of citizen science,” said geoff leBaron, the Christ-
mas Bird Count director. “Our theme is ‘I Count’ 
because the work of tens of thousands of volunteers, 
extending 110 years, really adds up for the conserva-
tion of birds and our environment.”
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www.emersonshumor.com

Bridge Street Market
Open-Air Market on Historic Bridge Street

Sponsored by the Historic Bridge Street Merchants
107 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach 

Info: 941-518-4431

9am-2pm • Saturday • Dec. 19
Fresh produce, poinsettias, jewelry, shell items, arts and crafts, 
purses, unique apparel, local artwork, music, food and more!

Bank seeks to foreclose resort property
By lisa neff

Islander Reporter
 a bank is seeking to foreclose on a Bradenton 
Beach resort claiming nearly $3 million is owed on 
a loan.
 Manatee County court records indicate that Fifth 
third Bank is suing to foreclose on the Bungalow 
Beach Resort, 2000 gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach.
 the bank alleges that luper enterprises has failed 
to make mortgage payments on a loan since March 
and that $2.88 million is owed on the mortgage and 
for interest and penalties.
 The bank complaint, filed Nov. 24, seeks to fore-
close on the property and to seize other assets, such 
as the resort furnishings.
 Defendants in the complaint are luper enter-
prises and albert and alta “gayle” luper.
 a statement from the lupers read, “We feel 
badly that the bank has taken this action at this 
time. We have been working together on a coop-
erative plan. the banking industry is under great 
stress. We are fine. We will work this out with the 
bank.”
 earlier this year, the anna Maria Island Histori-
cal society presented a historical marker to the Bun-
galow Beach Resort, commemorating the property’s 

long history on the Island.
 the property was originally purchased by Mar-
garet Reid and the Reid family in 1931, according to 
the Manatee County property appraiser’s Web site.
 In 1935, the Reid family built two buildings 
on the property and completed what was then their 
compound in 1945 with a third bungalow. not long 
after, Reid’s Motel was formed and started doing 
business. 
 through the years, subsequent surrounding prop-
erties were sold and additional buildings were erected 
while the motel flourished.
 after decades of doing business, the Reid family 
sold the motel to Christopher Dubs, an architect based 
in sarasota and new York City, in December 1993.
 Dubs, who renamed the motel Bungalow Beach 
Resort, spent three years restoring the bungalows 
and shortly after completion of the work, he sold the 
property to luper enterprises.
 the resort Web site states, “Reminiscent of a 
bygone era, the Bungalow Beach Resort has much 
to offer those seeking anna Maria Island’s premier 
gulffront resort accommodations. Our gracious reju-
venated classic 1930s island-style resort is nestled 
amongst the white sand dunes, sea oats and swaying 
coconut palms of anna Maria Island.”

BB stormwater improvements deemed success

DoD plans  
BB congrats

 a u.s. Defense Department agency is 
making plans to thank the Bradenton Beach 
City Commission for adopting a pro-national 
guard resolution.
 During a meeting in mid-november, the 
commission unanimously pledged to honor 
policies for employing and re-employing work-
ers called to duty in the national guard or a 
military reserve branch.
 “the city of Bradenton Beach is an 
employer who provides unconditional support 
for the guard and Reserve and recognizes that 
the national guard and Reserve are essential 
to the strength of our nation and the well being 
of our communities,” the resolution read.
 though federal law generally requires that 
employers re-employ people called to duty in 
the armed Forces, reserves, national guard or 
other uniformed services, there is a national 
campaign under way to encourage employers, 
to pledge to return people to their jobs when 
they return from military duty.
 to thank Bradenton Beach officials for 
their commitment, a DOD representative said 
there are plans for a presentation during the city 
commission’s thursday, Jan. 7 meeting, sched-
uled for 7 p.m. at city hall, 107 gulf Drive. 

By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 With a flood advisory issued for anna Maria 
Island Dec. 2, Bradenton Beach Mayor Michael 
pierce was watching water levels on avenue B, a 
flood-prone area.
 to his satisfaction, the water did not threaten 
properties in the southernmost city.
 “avenue B, I watched it and the water went down 
fast compared to other days,” pierce said. “today, it 
was maybe only 6 inches. so, I was impressed.”
 earlier this year, the city public works depart-
ment oversaw the installation of two sump pumps in 
the area.
 “What we’ve done is, I put in two relatively pow-
erful sump pumps into the catch basin in the alley,” 
said public works director tom Woodard. “We’re 
diverting that water into the canal through hay bales 
and silt screens. and the water is going out.… Before, 
we had some serious problems with flooding.”
 the public works department also contracted 

for an annual cleaning of some stormwater catch 
basins.
 a motion to approve an invoice — $3,034 from 
William testing llC — for the clearing of catch 
basins led to a discussion on stormwater improve-
ments in the city during a Dec. 3 city commission 
meeting.
 the basins become clogged, mainly from sand 
and other material washing into them during rains, 
but also because of landscaping projects.
 “pine needles easily wash away,” Woodard 
observed.
 He said the cost to clean the catch basins was 
about $7,000 less this year than last because the proj-
ect did not involve clearing out all 122 catch basins 
and the spoil was deposited in the city yard for public 
works use this year.
 “I had use for it this year,” he said.
 the city has long-term plans for stormwater 
improvements, but Woodard, who last week attended 
a conference on the issue, proposed a simple aid.

 “It’s like a skimmer basket for pools but it fits 
inside catch basins,” Woodard told commissioners. “I 
have some pretty good fabricators, and I think that’s 
something we’re going to work on.
 In other business during the Dec. 3 meeting, com-
missioners:
 • Approved payment of an invoice for $9,187.51 
from M.t. Causley for building department services 
in October. as well as approved payment of a novem-
ber invoice from M.t. Causley for $6,148.44. 
 • Approved an application for an event Jan. 9 at 
the Drift In, 120 Bridge st.
 • Canceled the regularly scheduled Dec. 17 city 
commission meeting.
 • Approved a request to close city hall at noon 
Dec. 18 for the city staff holiday party.
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Another Islander newspaper sponsored event.
For more information call 778-7978

This fantastic sale features works by the 
area’s fi nest artists! Pottery, sculpture, 

paintings, jewelry and more! Join us at the 
biggest art “yard sale” of the year!

Yard Sale
Wheres Woody?          

9-2 • Saturday • Dec. 19 

Join us at theThe Islander 
newspaper offi ce and 
on the sidewalks of the 

Island Shopping Center ... 

BB holds session in sunshine, open government

An audience gathers Dec. 1 at Bradenton Beach City Hall for an annual session in open government law. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 the forecast for Bradenton Beach Dec. 1: sunny 
and breezy.
 City attorney Ricinda perry hosted the city’s 
annual mandatory seminar in open government, 
exploring Florida’s sunshine law and public Records 
law.
 and, with about two dozen people in attendance, 
she wrapped up the course in just over 30 minutes.
 the government-in-the-sunshine law, enacted 
in 1967 and found in Chapter 286 of the Florida 
statutes, establishes a basic right of access to most 
meetings of boards, commissions and other govern-
ing bodies of state and local governmental agencies 
or authorities.
 the public Records law, in part, states, “It is the 
policy of this state that all state, county, and municipal 
records are open for personal inspection and copying 
by any person. providing access to public records is 
a duty of each agency.”
 In late October, city commissioners adopted a 
new records policy to cover the handling of a vari-
ety of communications deemed public records by the 
Florida Attorney General’s Office.
 Violation of the city’s policy on open government 
can result in the dismissal of a person from a board 
or committee.
 Failure to complete a course on the sunshine law 
and public Records act also can result in expulsion, 
said perry, adding that those who missed the meeting 
will be required to listen to the tape or provide proof 
that they attended a similar session elsewhere, such 
as a recent meeting in anna Maria.
 perry explained the history, purpose and scope 
of the statutes and then fielded questions from the 
audience, which included elected officials, city staff 
and appointed board and committee members.
 audience members noted the rules, including:

 • Two or more people on a government body 
discussing city business constitutes a meeting that 
must be noticed to the public and documented with 
minutes.
 perry lightheartedly said when two members of 
a board encounter one another, “don’t discuss the 
business [of the board] unless you have a sign on the 
door and you’re taking minutes.”
 • “Any record, e-mail, blog, Blackberry message, 
twittering — all of that — is considered a public 
record,” perry said. “anytime you are on a committee 
and you send out an e-mail, you must copy the city 
clerk.”
 • E-mail communications should be one-way, 
not back-and-forth discussions, which becomes an 
unnoticed cyber-meeting.
 “I don’t like the idea of anybody trying to share 
policy through e-mails,” perry said. “Be very care-

ful.”
 she added that in addition to possibly violating 
the sunshine law with stating positions on policies 
and projects, an official could become vulnerable to 
an accusation of bias.
 “We go through major hoops to make sure every-
one has a fair hearing,” perry said. “It would kill me 
to know that we … shut off that opportunity.”
 as her audience listened and made notes, perry 
made another point: Meeting notes are public docu-
ments.
 “If I write a list of questions that I want to ask, are 
my questions public record?” Commissioner Janie 
Robertson asked.
 “Yes, more likely than not,” replied perry. “When 
you have a list of questions, they are almost always 
pointed toward making a decision. that is the criteria 
that turns it into a public record.”
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HAYO CONSTRUCTION
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

941.920.0892

CONSTRUCTION, INCCGC 018495

HOLMES BEACH 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Foreign & Domestic • Air Conditioning
Electrical Systems • Tune-Ups, Brakes & More

5333 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach
at the corner of 
Gulf & Marina Drives
941-779-0487

5364 Gulf Drive • S&S Plaza (Next to Minnie’s)
941-778-5446

HOLIDAY PARTY
Celebrate the Holiday Season with 

good friends, food and Holiday cheer!
Wine Tasting, Hors d’oeuvres, music and more!

Membership and Personal Training Specials

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 16.  5:30-?

Holiday 
brunch
The REAL 
Women’s 
Ministry 
enjoys a per-
formance by 
the Manatee 
High School 
ensemble at 
its Christ-
mas brunch 
Dec. 5 at 
CrossPointe 
Fellowship 
in Holmes 
Beach. 
Islander 
Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

Joy to the guild
The Bradenton Bunch performs for the Women’s 
Guild Christmas luncheon Dec. 8 at Roser Memo-
rial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. The entertainers perform at a number of 
area events. Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann

Traditional walk, celebration at Roser
Linda and Larry Scott, left, portray Mary and Joseph in the traditional Bethlehem Walk — a re-enactment 
of Joseph and Mary’s search for a shelter and the birth of Jesus — Dec. 12 at Roser Memorial Community 
Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Costumed participants and animal visitors proceeded through the 
neighborhood, visiting homes and singing carols, and returned to the church activity center where the Rev. 
Gary Batey read the Christmas story to the gathering. Islander Photos: Bonner Joy

Rev. Batey, front, reads to the gathering following 
the Bethlehem Walk, and as the holy family, Linda 
and Larry Scott, rear, introduce Linda’s grandson, 
Finn Duytschaver, 8 months, as baby Jesus. Finn is 
the son of Shawn and Julia Duytschaver. 
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5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

CAC044365

No 4
778-9622 

When Willis Carrier invented the fi rst system for “manufactured 
weather” in 1902, he sparked an industry that revolutionized 
the way in which we live, work, and play. From the very fi rst 
day to today, Carrier has been a company built on a legacy 
of innovation. For more than a century, Carrier’s research, 
expertise, and forethought have resulted in market-leading 
innovations and “fi rsts” that have shaped and defi ned the 
heating, air conditioning, and refrigeration industry.

Carrier’s tagline “Turn to the Experts” has helped make 
Carrier the brand trusted in more homes than any other. 
Carrier invented air conditioning more than 100 years ago. It 
is Carrier’s heritage. Carrier dealers will continue showing our 
customers why Carrier should be their fi rst choice in heating 
and air conditioning.

LOOKING FOR LONGEVITY?
Carrier since 1902 + West Coast since 1972 =

An Unbeatable Combination!

Island 
PEST and TERMITE
CONTROL INC.

•  Subterranean & Drywood          
 Termite Control
• General Pest Control
• Lawn and Ornamental  
 Treatments
• Weed Control and   
 Fertilizations
• In-Wall Tube Systems

mail@islandpestandtermitecontrol.com
www.islandpestandtermite.com

Sarasota
941-365-2893

Beach
941-778-1337

fax
941-778-3285

Bradenton
941-794-1005

Brandon
813-643-0200

fax
813-643-0595

Port Charlotte
941-625-6887

t] u

Sign up for either Drywood or 
Subterranean Termite Guaran-
tee and receive up to an instant 
$600 discount! Call immediate-
ly, only the First 500 customers 
are eligible!

We now accept Discover Card.

PEST an
CONTRO

  
Owners 

Rick, Aaron & Judi Rickerson
Family owned and operated for 30 years

5608 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach
Across the street from the Island Library

See us for your Complete
Auto
Repair
Services

ASE Certifi ed 
Technicians

4520 Manatee Ave. W.
Bradenton • 941-748-4930                 www.gowestsideauto.com

Starting at 
$700

SCOOTER 
 SALES & SERVICE

TNT FLEET REPAIR
5711 17th St. E. • Bradenton

941-750-9800 • 24-hour Towing 941-758-9000

Paint & Body • Auto Repair
22-Pt. Safety Inspection On All Work

Brake Service
New front pads & rear shoes,

Pack  & torque front 
bearings, Machine rotors & 

check fl uid. 
$25 OFF

Oil-Lube-Filter
Includes up to 5 qts of oil
& new oil fi lter on most 

cars & light trucks
$19.99 + disposal fee
Tire Rotation FREE

$15 OFF
Transmission Service

Reg. $79.95
NOW $64.95

Most Cars 1 fi lter + ATF
Motor Home 

Repair Service
Free pick-up and delivery
And large & light trucks

FREE towing to and from shop
Interstate Battery Center
America’s #1 Battery

24-hour Roadside 
Service

lock-out
fl at tire

jump starts
A Service You Can Count On!

Towing Service
$45 up to 10 miles

$2 per mile 
after 10 miles

941.953.8200
LIC1329498

Alleged burglar set to stand trial
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A man arrested in a series of burglaries on Anna 
Maria Island is scheduled to go to trial this month, 
but his attorney is questioning the state’s ability to 
care for him if he’s sent to prison.
 Patrick S. Banker was arrested May 19 while flee-
ing from the Waterfront Restaurant in Anna Maria, 
which he allegedly had broken into moments earlier. 
Banker, according to authorities, then confessed to a 
series of area burglaries.
 a second man, John O’Keefe, 18 of sarasota, 
also faces related charges of burglary and is sched-
uled to go to trial next February.
 Banker is scheduled for trial in the next two 
weeks.
 Meanwhile, defense attorney Varinia Van ness 
of Sarasota filed a motion questioning the Florida 
Department of Corrections ability to treat a potential 
inmate needing integrated care for mental health and 
substance addiction.
 Van ness asked the court to “take … notice” 
of an FDOC statement that “there is no integrated 

Mansour keeps tabs 
on transportation

 anna Maria resident norm Mansour, once a 
member of the Florida High-speed Rail authority, 
said he’s not planning on a return to the authority, 
even though the state legislature has re-energized 
the idea of a high-speed rail system to link Miami, 
Orlando and tampa.
 Mansour, who left the authority in 2005, is now 
involved with the Center for urban transportation 
located at the university of south Florida.
 last week, the legislature authorized funds to 
improve the tri-Rail system in Miami and create two 
agencies to plan a high-speed rail system connecting 
the state’s three largest metropolitan areas — Miami, 
Orlando and tampa. the system would be known as 
the Florida Railroad enterprise.
  By creating the agencies and funding the tri-
Rail, the state can now apply for $2.6 billion in fed-
eral stimulus money for the FRe.

Islander sponsors  
WMFR CPR class

 the Islander is sponsoring a CpR class with 
the West Manatee Fire Rescue District at station 
no. 1 in Holmes Beach.
 the class will take place from 10 a.m. to 
noon saturday, Dec. 19 with instructor/fire-
fighter John Stump. Space is limited to six stu-
dents.
 The Islander also plans to sponsor a session 
with WMFR in January and anyone interested 
should sign up at the newspaper office. The date 
has not been set. 
 the cost to attend is $35.
 For more information, call The Islander at 
941-778-7978.

co-occurring treatment program in existence in the 
department of corrections and that, based upon infor-
mation and belief, such program will not be in exis-
tence” at the time of Baker’s next court appearance.
 the FDOC does have separate programs to treat 
mental health and substance abuse.
 In addition to charges that he burglarized the 
Waterfront twice, Banker is accused of burglarizing 
the Beach Bistro in Holmes Beach april 13, two 
Bay Boulevard shops in anna Maria May 8, Rotten 
Ralph’s restaurant in Bradenton Beach May 17, 
touch of Class Car Wash in Bradenton april 13, and 
several businesses in the Centre shops on longboat 
Key May 11.
 Banker also faces an unrelated charge of mari-
juana possession.

AID celebrates Christmas
All Island Denominations board members and their 
relatives celebrate the Christmas holiday season 
with a potluck dinner at the Episcopal Church of 
the Annunciation in Holmes Beach. Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose

Off Stage action
The Off Stage Ladies held a Christmas luncheon 
at the Bradenton Country Club Dec. 9. Members 
Carole Tanny and Marilyn Moroni served as host-
esses and provided a festive afternoon, with raffles, 
games, trivia and a skit by Beverly Snyder and 
Carol Heckman, who are pictured. Islander  
Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 With cannons blasting and booming shouts of 
“Merry Christmas,” the anna Maria Island privateers 
threw their traditional holiday party Dec. 12.
 the celebrating began with an all-Island parade 
that traveled from Bayfront park in anna Maria 
through the Island cities to Coquina Beach, where 
the privateers’ guest for the day, santa Claus, visited 
with children.
 “I gave him a pretty long list, so I don’t know,” 
Christine Callaghan said of her expectations for 
Christmas toys from santa.
 “Oh yes,” the 8-year-old added, “I’ve been pretty 
good. ask my mom.”
 The parade featured the privateers on the float-
boat, which was held up near Manatee avenue and 
east Bay Drive in Holmes Beach for the emergency 
treatment of an ailing passenger.
 the parade also featured santa in his sleigh, local 
elected officials and representatives from numerous 
local businesses and community groups.
 Most participants in the parade tossed beads into 
the crowds of people along pine avenue, gulf Drive, 
Manatee avenue and east Bay Drive. some tossed 
candy and toys.
 examining his loot, gus Bayard, 7, said he enjoys 
all the Island parades.
 “I’ve been to a lot,” he said, “I’ve lived here all 

my life.”
 elaina Bayard, 5, said her favorite moment in the 
Christmas parade was seeing santa ride past in his 
sleigh.
 “I like that,” she said, adding that she’d already 
had a visit with him. “I wrote a good list.”

 at Coquina Beach after the parade, dozens of 
children stood in line to visit with santa on the pri-
vateers’ ship — and accept early gifts.
 they also lunched on hot dogs and soda pop.
 “after this, I think we’re going to the mall,” said 
Kyle Hannetty, 11. 

Shyanne 
Woodland, 
from left, 
Meghan 
Woodland and 
Mariah Albert 
await a toss of 
beads during 
the Anna 
Maria Island 
Privateers 
Christmas 
parade  
Dec. 12. 

Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger and City 
Commissioner Sandy Haas-Martens toss beads to 
parade-goers along Gulf Drive in front of city hall.

Santa Claus 
listens to 

Brian Greer, 
8, left, and 
Bodi Wart-

enbert, 7, 
tell him 
whether 

they’ve been 
naughty or 

nice.

The Anna Maria Island Privateers lead their holiday parade.

Santa Claus 
waves his 
signature 
greeting.

Left: Santa Claus boards the Skully Wag 
for his post-parade visits with kids at 
Coquina Beach.

 



THE ISLANDER n DEC. 16, 2009 n 17

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Saturday 5pm – 

Sunday 9:30am – 
Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Fellowship follows
Sunday Service

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813 • 6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach • www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Celebrate with us!

Anna Maria Chiropractic
Sandra Ashbrook, D.C.

941-962-7785
www.annamariachiropractic.com

ISLAND ACUPUNCTURE

~Located at Body and Sol above Ginny and Jane E’s~

Tricia 
Graziano A.P.D.O.M. 

"Call me for pain relief from arthritis and 
sciatica. Try acupuncture for weight loss 

and more. I accept most insurances."

941-773-6134

Sullivan, proud son of the 
mixed Labrador clan, closed 
his big brown eyes for eternity 
on December 4, 2009.  Sully, as 

OBITUARY
Sullivan “Sully” 

Johnson

he was fondly known by his extended family, was born in the spring of 
1996, and never thereafter missed an opportunity to watch for dolphins 
or to eat, his two lifelong canine passions.  He was a common sight at 
the water’s edge, keeping careful watch over his dock and announcing 
the passage of boats.  His devotion to Bob and Denise was tried and 
true.  In his last years, to paraphrase the poet:  “He had lived out his 
life, but not his love; Daily up steep and weary stairs he came, His big 
heart bursting with the strain, to prove His loneliness without them.”  
Sully was a wise and loving mentor to his young protege Sassy and had 
been a long and faithful companion to his late sister Jessie.  His gentle 
good nature and innate dignity endeared him to all he met:  family, 
friends, neighbors and strangers.  Sullivan gave joy, love and comfort 
to those he knew.  He is missed and mourned by many.

WE HAVE AMI
STICKERS

Get yours at 5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach

$2 $2

iSlAnDeR
cAlEnDaR
Wednesday, Dec. 16
 Noon — Anna Maria Elementary School students 
entertain at the Anna Maria Island Garden Club meeting 
held at Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-2809.

Saturday, Dec. 19
 9 a.m. — Pier Regulars holiday party at the Anna 
Maria City Pier Restaurant, 100 S. Bay Blvd., Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-7062.
 9 a.m. — Bay Wise kayak eco-tours with Jack Taylor 
to Neal Preserve departs from the west side of Manatee 
Avenue just east of the Anna Maria Island Bridge. Infor-
mation: 941-955-8085.
 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Plant and bake sale at the Anna 
Maria Island Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf Drive, Bradenton 
Beach. Information: 941-778-5630.
 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. — Bridge Street Market, 107 Bridge 
St., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-518-4431.
 10 a.m. to noon — Learn CPR at the West Man-
atee Fire and Rescue Station No. 1, 6001 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-741-3900. Fee 
applies.
 10 a.m. to noon — Children’s brunch with Santa at 
the Anna Maria Island Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf Drive, 
Bradenton Beach. Registration: 941-778-5630. 
 4 to 8 p.m. — Holiday open house centered around 
Bridge Street and the Historic Bridge Street Pier, Bra-
denton Beach. 

Sunday, Dec. 20
 2 p.m. — Anna Maria Island Community Chorus 
and Orchestra presents “An Island Christmas” at Cros-
spointe Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-727-9886. Fee applies.

Ongoing: 
 • First Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m., Artists 
Guild of Anna Maria at the Episcopal Church of the 
Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 • The first and third Mondays of each month, the 
American Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, 
hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Information: 941-794-
3489.
 • Wednesdays, 6 to 8 p.m., teens meet at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., 

Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The third Wednesday of each month, noon, the 
Anna Maria Island Garden Club meets at Roser Memo-
rial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
through April. Information: 941-778-2809.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players 
pitch horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 
10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-
6130.
 • Saturdays, 8:30 a.m., Anna Maria Island Kiwanis 
Club meets at Cafe on the Beach at the Manatee Public 
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 • Artists Guild Gallery Holiday Boutique at the Sun 
House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach, 
through Dec. 24. Information: 941-795-7805.

OFF ISLAND EVENTS:
Wednesday, Dec. 16
 7 p.m. — Tim Zimmerman and the Kings Brass in 
concert at Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, 6101 Cortez 
Road W., Bradenton. Information: 941-794-6229. Fee 
applies.

Thursday, Dec. 17
 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. 
Armand Key Chamber of Commerce brown bag lunch at 

Save Our Seabirds, 1708 Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sara-
sota. Information: 941-383-2466. 

Saturday, Dec. 19
 7 p.m. — Bootleg “Season” CD-release party at 
State Theatre, 687 Central Ave., St. Petersburg. Infor-
mation: 941-727-895-3045. Fee applies.

Coming Up:
 • Dec. 29, Manatee Audubon Society Christmas bird 
count.
 • Dec. 29, Wagon tour through Robinson Pre-
serve.

Save the date: 
 • Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve fireworks at Beach-
House.
 • Jan. 1, Shamrock Shiver Coquina Beach Swim 
sponsored by Clancy’s Irish Pub.
 • Jan. 14-24, Manatee County Fair.
 • Feb. 10, Anna Maria Garden Club Antique Appraisal 
Affair.

 Send calendar announcements to diana@islander.
org. Please include the time, date and location of the 
event, a brief description and contact phone number.

AGAMI honors 
Hamilton
The Artists Guild of 
Anna Maria Island 
honored Mary Ham-
ilton as its December 
artist of the month. 
Hamilton’s work was 
introduced during a 
reception Dec. 4 at the 
Artists Guild Gallery, 
5414 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. An 
exhibit of Hamilton’s 
work will remain at the 
gallery throughout the 
month. Her paintings 
also can be viewed 
at dreamon.etsy.com. 
Islander Photo:  
Courtesy AGAMI
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By 
Kimberly 
Kuizon

Since 1967

STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

MOORE’S OPEN 11:30-9:30 ~ HAPPY HOUR 4-6 ~ 7 DAYS A WEEK
Call ahead seating & reservations for 6 or more.

800 Broadway St. • Longboat Key • 941-383-1748
LONGBOAT’S LONGEST ESTABLISHED FAMILY RESTAURANT

Let us take care of your holidays!
Order Appetizer Trays Now!

Need gift ideas? Ship our stone crabs anywhere 
or give a gift certifi cate to friends and family! 

NEW! Enjoy our after-work BAR SPECIALS
Premium Drinks $4, Appetizers starting at $5, Mon-Fri 4-6pm (bar only)

9 DINNERS $9.99 NIGHTLY 11:30-5:30
HOLIDAY WINE  15% off all bottled wines through Jan. 1!

NN
o

NEW!! E j

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT STONE CRABS!
                                      HURRY IN  •  MONDAY-FRIDAY

Come by 
land 

or sea!

   
   

   
    

  R
etail Fish Market

119th St. W. on the Cortez Waterfront
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, shrimp, clams, smoked mullet, 
smoked salmon, fi sh spread, and more!

SCAMP, BLACK, 
GAG GROUPER 

AND STONE 
CRABS AT 

MARKET PRICE
HOG SNAPPER

WHEN AVAILABLE!

Buy where 
the locals shop

Southern BBQ, Dry Rub and Hot BBQ for all your holiday needs!
Call 778-6614 or come and pick  ’em up. We ship. 

3007 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach FL • mrbonesbbq.com

GIFT BOXES
$2199

Hair’s To You Hair Salon • Mary Ann’s Hair Saloon
3218 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

941-778-0431

MARYANN’S
Live Music
Friday • Dec. 18

Mike Sales

Full Service
Beer and Wine Bar

DINNER HOURS: TUES-SAT 5-9PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

FRI & SAT
OVEN-FRESH BAVARIAN 

HAXEN & 
CRISPY DUCKLING

CALL AHEAD TO 
RESERVE

THE REAL GERMAN RESTAURANT 
ON FLORIDA’S WEST COAST

OPEN DEC. 25 
FOR CHRISTMAS DINNER 

4-8:30PM
CALL FOR 

DUCKLING RESERVATION

CLOSED DEC. 24

AMe calendar
 • Dec. 16, Fire drill.
 • Dec. 19-Jan. 4, winter break.
 For more information, call the school office at 
941-708-5525. aMe is at 4700 gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

AMe’s kids learn outside the box
 Fourth- and fifth-graders at Anna Maria Elemen-
tary school sell handcrafted and homemade items at 
an annual event they call Mini Mall. the Mini Mall 
allows students to experience hands-on some busi-
ness practices, retail sales and manufacturing, and 
the economic impact.

Making 
a sale
Anna 
Maria Ele-
mentary 
fourth-
grade 
students 
Jean-Paul 
Russon 
and Marlin 
Ellis sell 
snow 
cones 
during the 
chilly Mini 
Mall day 
at AME. 

Selling to friends
Anna Maria Elementary students Lexi Deleon and 
Lucky Schmidt decorated seashells to sell. Hunter 
Storey stopped by their store and purchased a few 
during AME’s Mini Mall.

Anna Maria Elementary student Terra Mount paid 
to have her picture taken with a bearded dragon. 
AME mom Jill Penkava snaps the picture. 

Anna Maria Elementary fifth-graders Madison 
Gunn, Kia Kern and Angelique Ayoade sold 
chocolate-covered marshmallow snowmen and hair 
ribbons to buyers.
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Artists, shoppers toast Winterfest

By 
Kimberly 
Kuizon

By lisa neff
Islander Reporter

 patty Ruehlmann left Winterfest with a treasured 
watercolor and Jared Heckman left with an old Key 
West treasure map.
 Mimi Prince left with a fish taco for the road and 
Mary Anne Hanson left with a pocketful of raffle 
tickets.
 “I’d like to win something of course, but it’s for a 
good cause,” she said as she made her way to her car 
parked alongside the Holmes Beach field that housed 
the 22nd annual Winterfest festival of fine arts and 
crafts.
 the event Dec. 7-8 was presented by the anna 
Maria Island art league, which was founded in 1989 
to promote the arts and artists on the Island.
 the festival drew more than 100 artists who work 
in paper and textiles, glass and metals, photography 
and mixed media, pottery and wood, and oils, acrylics 
and watercolors.
 Jack King, a professor of art at the university of 
tampa, judged Winterfest, walking from tent to tent 
early Dec. 7.
 at Cracked up Jewelry, he introduced himself to 
jewelrer lori Rosenberger and wished her luck.
 Rosenberger was participating in her first Win-
terfest.
 “another artist told me about it, so I applied,” 
the Clearwater artist said. “It’s nice to find an event 

like this that’s close to home.”
 the timing of the event, in the midst of the holi-
day season, was a plus, Rosenberger said.
 “and,” she said, “the weather is always a plus, 
and the nice mix of artists.”
 nearby, peggy engsberg Furlin, demonstrated 
her “watercolor outside the lines” technique. Furlin 
spends half the year showing her work at festivals in 
Wisconsin and the other half in Florida.
 the demonstrations help draw attention to her 
work, Furlin said.
 Winterfest also showcased the work of local non-
profits, as well as the talent of young artists, area 
restaurants and musicians, including the anna Maria 
string Band, the gumbo Boogie Band, the Hurri-
canes and Koko Ray.
 “It’s a great festival,” said pat ervin of nashville, 
Ind., as she stepped into an artist’s tent to browse.
 the winners of the juried festival include:
 Best of show: Jinsheng song, oil.
  awards of distinction: Rosalia Riera, sculpture; 
Michael Weber, watercolor; linda Molto, graphics/
pastels; Bill Darrah, mixed media.
  awards of merit: nels Johnson, photography; 

Joyce Hamady 
and Pat Ervin, 
both seasonal 
residents of 
Cortez from 
Indiana, 
explore the art 
at the Anna 
Maria Island 
Art League’s 
juried art festi-
val, Winterfest, 
Dec. 7. The 
two-day event 
took place 
in Holmes 
Beach. Islander 
Photos: Lisa 
Neff

Peggy Giblin and Howie Banfield of the Anna 
Maria String Band perform for the morning audi-
ence at Winterfest.

Katheryn Chernik and sister Runa join their mom, 
artist Echo Chernik, in her booth at Winterfest.
susanna spann, watercolor; Rob Kozmits, metal, 
autumn DeFrank, jewelry; John Bayalis, watercolor; 
Marilyn Vaillancourt, jewelry; tripp gregson, metal; 
Ward siegler, jewelry; gregory Jones, mixed media; 
Jim smith, wood.

 students at anna Maria elementary school have been busy 
this month preparing for Christmas and the holiday 
season. 
 students from toni lashway’s second-
grade class got into the holiday spirit by 
writing letters to santa Claus. Here’s a peek 
at what students wrote to the jolly old man 
in the red suit.
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Mt. Vernon man 
grateful for war 

experiences
 Billy Muntz of Mt. Vernon never had any doubts 
he would be in the military during World War II.
 “My dad was in the service during WWI. even 
though we were farmers and might have been able 
to get a deferment, I knew I was going. I wanted to 
go,” said Billy.
 Billy grew up in nappanee, Ind., and had just 
graduated from high school when the Japanese 
attacked pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.
 “there were a lot of guys who joined up right 
away. I told my dad I wanted to get in the air Force 
and be a pilot, but he said I should just wait. He talked 
me out of enlisting right away. so I worked in a fac-
tory until I went for the draft in March 1943,” Billy 
remembered.
 Billy was assigned to the u.s. army tank corps 
and trained on the 105-mm howitzer cannons.
 at the same time, however, he took and passed 
all the examinations for flight school.
 “I went to an interview with a board of officers 
and, after I finished, they said that I’d have orders 
for flight school in a short time. I even told my com-
pany commander I wouldn’t be with him long,” Billy 
said.
 Prior to flight school, however, Billy was sent into 
the army specialist training program and attended 
louisiana state university, where he studied engi-
neering.
 “the idea was that we would study for a few 
years, then be commissioned as officers,” said 
Billy.
 But by March 1944, the army was running out 
of foot soldiers.
 “One day, the orders came down that the astp 
program was being disbanded and we were going to 
the infantry. I tried to find out what happened to my 
flight school assignment, but I never heard anything. 
I never got called.”
 Billy was sent to tank training in texas as part of 
the 395th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry Division. 
the highlight of his time in texas was when he got a 
weekend pass to Dallas and attended a show where 
he danced with actress Betty grable.
 alas, the army apparently forgot that Billy was 
supposed to be trained as a pilot.
 even though the army was short of pilots in 
europe, it was even shorter on infantrymen. the 
99th sailed for england in October 1944. they were 
headed toward the war.
 landing at le Havre in France, the division was 
trucked to the front lines in Belgium.
 “We were told this was a quiet sector of the 
front. a place where green divisions could get used 
to combat, without a lot of fighting. We were just a 
few miles from a town called Bastogne,” he said.
 another green division in his sector included 
the 106th Infantry, while the combat-hardened 2nd 
armored Division was also in the vicinity.
 “as soon as we got to the front, we were ordered 
to dig in and start firing. We started having fire mis-
sions for the 105. I was assigned as a gunner with 
Cannon company and we were a couple hundred 
yards behind the main line of resistance.”
 still, the sector remained fairly quiet until the 
morning of Dec. 16, 1944.
 “about 5:30 a.m., we thought the world had 
ended. the germans opened up with everything they 
had, then began attacking.”
 In all the confusion, Billy’s company got sur-
rounded by the german army.
 “I remember five guys in American uniforms 
walked right through our positions. Only one guy 

spoke and he had his grease gun aimed right at us. 
He said ‘You guys are surrounded, you’d better sur-
render.’”
 But Billy smelled something funny.
 As soon as the five guys left, he told his buddy 
that he thought they were germans in american uni-
forms.
 “Only one guy spoke, and I noticed their uniforms 
didn’t match. and he had his gun trained on us. If we 
had said they were germans, we would have been 
killed.”
 But they were surrounded — almost.
 “the CO said by this time tomorrow, we’d either 
be dead or prisoners. We had no orders to go any-
where,” Billy recalled.
 then, an army major showed up looking for 
stragglers.
 “He said he was giving us orders to get out of 
there and head north through the woods. and that’s 
what we did.”
 trudging through the snow and expecting to be 
captured at any moment, Cannon company eventually 
reached elsenborn Ridge. there, Billy found most of 
the 99th Division.
 “We were told we were not going to retreat any 
further. We were ordered to dig in and prepare our 
guns to fire level with the ground.”
 the germans attacked with tanks and infantry 
that night. although Billy could see little of the action, 
in the morning he discovered the field in front of his 
gun was littered with dead germans.
 the 99th Division and other units held elsenborn 
Ridge. Had the germans broken through, there was 
nothing to stop them from crossing the Meuse River 
and reaching the port of antwerp, Billy said.
 For his actions at elsenborn Ridge, Billy would 
be awarded the Bronze star for valor and the Belgian 
Croix de guerre.
 “I was very lucky. I said my prayers. there were 
no atheists in those foxholes, I can tell you that. some 
of the german shells landed just a few feet from our 
foxhole.”
 By mid-January, the Battle of the Bulge was over 
and the germans began to retreat from Bastogne and 
Belgium.
 In early March, the 99th Division got orders to 
head south toward a bridge across the Rhine River at 
the german city of Remagen.
 “Just like in the movie ‘Bridge at Remagen,’ we 
were the first division to entirely cross the bridge. 
after we got across, we were transferred to the 3rd 
army under gen. george patton.”
 the division participated in encircling the Ruhr 

pocket. By late March 1944, germans began sur-
rendering in mass numbers.
 On one occasion, Billy had guard duty and was 
just about to shoot at a jeep driving with its lights on 
when he recognized his company CO, Capt. allen, 
as the driver.
 “He said he had a whole regiment of germans 
behind him who wanted to surrender and he had to 
have the lights on so they could see where they were 
going.”
 By this time, Billy and his buddies began to think 
that they just might survive the war.
 “everyday, we took thousands of prisoners. nobody 
wanted to be the last guy killed in the war. We knew it 
was all but over, so we were pretty careful. there wasn’t 
a lot of shooting, but we did our duty.”
 after germany surrendered in May 1945, Billy 
was ready to return home, but the army said he might 
have to go to the Pacific. However, he could stay in 
germany if he stayed in the army an extra year.
 “I decided I’d seen enough combat, so I trans-
ferred to the 1st Infantry Division and put on the Big 
Red One patch. there’s a story that ‘You don’t have 
one unless you have a big red one,’” remembered 
Billy with a laugh.
 But there was something to the Big Red One 
shoulder patch. On a three-day pass to paris, Billy 
said the young paris girls were more than happy to 
welcome a soldier in the 1st Infantry Division, the 
unit that had liberated paris in august 1944.
 Billy returned to the united states in February 1946 
and was discharged back to Indiana. He took a job in a 
factory for a few years and married norma Jean.
  around 1947, he and three of his buddies pooled 
their money and bought a company called Monitor 
Coach that made travel trailers and motor homes.
 “We were very fortunate. the trailer boom had 
just started. We did real well and sold the company 
in 1965.”
 He worked for the Wix Corporation in manage-
ment until 1974 and retired completely in 1983. He 
and Jean had vacationed in Bradenton many times 
and purchased their Mt. Vernon home in 1982.
 He and his wife have two daughters, two grand-
children and six great-grandchildren.
 “It’s been a good life. I’ve been blessed. My only 
regret is that I never got to flight school, but who 
knows what would have happened to me then?”
 Billy does know that combat forced him to 
become a man real quick. Just 20 years old during the 
Battle of the Bulge, he learned quickly how to survive 
and how to depend upon the guy next to him.
 “a lot of guys talked tough, but most of us were 
just worried that we would let our buddies down. You 
put their welfare ahead of concern for your own. We 
were like brothers,” said Billy.
 “I was just a lucky soldier. the real heroes are 
the guys who didn’t come back. I served with a lot 
of great guys and we kept in touch after the war.”
 that included his platoon lieutenant, who called 
Billy just a few weeks ago.
 “there’s not many of us left now, but it was a 
great experience. these are things I’d not thought 
about in more than 60 years, but I’d do it all over 
again if I had to, if I could go with the same bunch 
of guys. they were the greatest. I wasn’t a hero, but 
I served with a bunch of heroes.”
 Billy Muntz. a proud member of the greatest 
generation.

Billy 
Muntz as 
a member 
of the 1st 
Infantry 
Division 
during 
World  
War II.

Billy and Norma 
Jean Muntz have 
lived in Mt. Vernon 
near Cortez since 
moving from Indiana 
in 1983. Islander 
Photo: Rick Catlin
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House of Pizza

CORTEZ
CAPALBO’S

24-ITEM SALAD BAR
2 SOUPS DAILY

ENDLESS PIZZA

2 FOR 1 DRAFT 
BEER AND 

HOUSE WINE 

PLUS 10 
SPECIALTY PIZZAS
 TO CHOOSE FROM!

happy hour all day
open 7 days a week

mon-sat 11-10 • sun 12-9
10519 Cortez Road W. • Cortez

941-792-5300 • Takeout available

LUNCH $5.99 • DINNER $6.99

Free Sundae with pizza buffet!
8 FLAVORS! MIX TO CREATE YOUR OWN SENSATION!REAAAATTTTTE YYOOOOOOOOOUUR OWCCCCMIX TOO CCCCCMIX TO CCCCCRREAAAAATTTTTEE YYOOOUUR OW

strawberry
raspberry 

black cherry
chocolate

pistachio • mocha 
but ter  pecan 

& peanut butter

BAYSIDE BANQUET HALL

4628 119th St. W.  •  798-2035
Turn S from Cortez Rd on 119th • no credit cards

Waterfront Weddings • Receptions • Events

Appetizers & Dinner
Live Band • Cash Bar

Bayside Banquet Hall’s

TIKI BAR & PATIO
Open every Monday at 2pm

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

Duffy’s Tavern

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

Streetlife

Obituaries
Vera Mae Lawler

 Vera Mae lawler, 103, formerly a resident of Cortez 
trailer park in Cortez, died Dec. 10. 
 services will be held in the spring in Quincy, Mich. 
arrangements were by shannon Funeral Home-Westview 
Chapel, Bradenton.
 Mrs. lawler is survived by two children, James of 
Bradenton, Betty luty of Quincy, four grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren.

Gene Emerson Snedeker
 gene emerson snedeker, 78, of the Villages and 
anna Maria Island, formerly of Willington, Conn., died 
Dec. 8. 
 Mr. snedeker was a veteran of the u.s. navy and 
served in the Korean War on the Heavy Cruiser Ca 139 
uss salem. He was retired from the Connecticut Depart-
ment of transportation as a bridge crew supervisor with 
29 years of service. 
 He and wife Joan were active volunteers for the 
american Red Cross after moving to Florida, assisting 
with several natural disasters as well as at ground Zero 
after 9/11, Meals on Wheels and several other causes. 

 Dec.10, 31 seaside Court, theft. Officer was dis-
patched to a resident when the complainant said someone 
took an umbrella, valued at $50, from his backyard. the 
victim said the only people he’d seen in the area that eve-
ning were three fishers. The officer searched the area, but 
did not locate any suspects or the umbrella.

Welcome, Rader mascot
Say howdy to the new pooch at Rader’s Reef Shells & 
Gifts, 5508 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Zachary is 
a 4-month-old basset hound, and he is successor to 
the throne formerly occupied at the Reef by Wilbur. 
Zack’s proud companion is Tammy Crawford, who 
operates Rader’s Reef with her mom, Beverly Choui-
nard. For more information, call the Reef at 941-778-
3211 or stop by for an in-person visit. Islander Photo: 
Bonner Joy

Margery C. Thompson
 Margery C. thompson, 76, of Bradenton, died Dec. 12.
 Mrs. thompson’s great-grandfather, W.M. Davis 
was the first mayor of the city of Anna Maria, serving 
1923-27.
 service will be graveside at 11 a.m. Wednesday 
Dec. 16, at palmetto Cemetery, 900 14th ave. W.
 Brown & sons Funeral Homes & Crematory is in 
charge of arrangements. Online condolences may be 
made at www.brownandsonsfuneral.com.

Island police blotter
Anna maria
 Dec. 10, 9400 gulf Drive, driving on a suspended 
license. the deputy observed a man he knew to have a 
suspended driver’s license, driving south on gulf Drive. 
the deputy stopped and arrested the driver for driving on 
a suspended license. 

Bradenton Beach
 no new reports.

Holmes Beach
 Dec. 7, 4000 gulf Drive, burglary of a vehicle. an 
officer was dispatched to a woman who stated that some-
one smashed a window in her lexus and removed a wallet, 
a leopard-print bag, and several miscellaneous CDs. the 
wallet contained $9 and several credit cards, she said. the 
vehicle was parked on the south side of a parking area at 
the public beach.
 Dec. 8, 4000 gulf Drive, larceny/theft. a complainant 
came to the Holmes Beach police Department to report a bur-
glary to his vehicle. He stated that his apple MacBook com-
puter was taken while he was at the Manatee public Beach. 
Complainant said he received a call from his stepson, who 
asked to borrow $100. the complainant agreed, and the two 
met at the public beach at 2:30 p.m. the stepson was on his 
bicycle. the complainant said he gave his stepson $100 and 
then went to use the bathroom. the complainant said that 
while he was walking to the bathroom, he saw his stepson 
ride off with his laptop. the complainant tried to follow his 
stepson, but lost sight of him. the stepson was charged with 
burglary and grand theft.
 Dec. 10, 4100 block of Fourth avenue, larceny/theft. 
the victim reported that he witnessed a man operate a 
backhoe tractor and dig up a palm tree on his property. 
the suspect moved the tree to the rear of the property and 
began trying to remove another tree when he broke an 
underground water line near the tree. the tree was 20-25 
feet tall and valued at more than $1,000, according to the 
report. The victim identified the suspect to the officer. 
Charges of grand theft are pending.

 Memorial donations may be made to the Villages Hos-
pice House, 601 Casa Bella, the Villages Fl 32162. Online 
condolences may be made at www.beyersfuneralhome.com. 
arrangements were by Beyers Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, lady lake, Fla.
 Mr. snedeker is survived by his  wife of 49 years, 
Joan (Konopka); three sons, Michael and wife sharon 
and their daughter Jacqueline, Richard and wife Debra, 
and Robert and elizabeth Wehrli, all of Connecticut. 
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The City Pier 
Restaurant

WACKY 
WEDNESDAY

ONE DAY ONLY • DEC 16
$50 GIFT CERTIFICATES

ONLY $25
100 Bay Blvd, Anna Maria • 779-1667
Open 11am daily for lunch & dinner

Northern Italian Cuisine

5702 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach
941-779-0220 • 941-779-0221

Reservations suggested 
email: dagiorgiofl orida@aol.com

www.dagiorgio.net

Open Every Day 
including 

Christmas Day 
and 

New Year’s Day

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 
778-7878

3232 E t B D i

WE CATER!
Platters from 

$25

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Cancer this
 erik Slusser has survived leukemia and has ded-
icated his life to helping find a cure for the disease.
  since august 2009, he has focused time and 
effort into “Cancer this” as his way of giving back 
to those who saved his life.
 using a soccer ball as his logo, eric has created 
a “Cancer this” line of t-shirts and other clothing 
items that he sells at Chapae in the Bayview plaza, 
anna Maria, and the Bridge Street market on 

Bridge street, Bradenton Beach.
 Fifty percent of the sale of “Cancer this” items 
are donated to cancer research and eric said it’s a 
small price to pay.
 He wanted to “put a funny and relaxed spin” on 
the disease and the saying, “Cancer this,” and the 
logo were the answer.
 “I knew I wanted to do something to give back,” 
he said.
 Many customers who browse the collection don’t 
make a purchase, eric said, but provide a donation 
to the cause. “even the slightest amount goes toward 
the fight,” he said.
 Remember, said eric, “If you believe, you can 
survive.”
 For more information, call 941-778-6728.

Fantasy Dreams
  Fantasy travel at 6630 Cortez Road W. makes 
kids’ Christmas Dreams come true every year, and 
2009 is no exception.
 the 10th annual Fantasy travel toy drive is under 
way and owner Pieter Hahn and his staff encourage 
customers to bring in toys and bikes for Manatee 
County children.
 all toys collected are donated to Manatee Chil-
dren’s services for distribution to local children in 
the area.
 to learn more about the toy drive or to contribute, 
call Fantasy travel at 941-795-3900.

Harry’s on the corner
 Harry Christensen of Harry’s Continental 
Kitchens at 525 st. Jude Drive, longboat Key, 
recently opened Harry’s Corner Store at 5600 gulf 
of Mexico Drive.
 the corner store opens every day at 7 a.m. to pro-

vide groceries, produce, sandwiches and hot lunches 
to those on the go and those looking to relax.
 In addition, Harry’s Corner store has coffee and 
pastries, beer and wine, tobacco products, lottery 
tickets and newspapers.
 For more information on Harry’s Corner store, 
call 941-383-0777.

Butterfly bling
 Bridge Street Jewelers, 129 Bridge st., Bra-
denton Beach, is brightening up the holiday season 
for the Anna  Maria Island Butterfly Park in Holmes 

Cancer survivor Eric Slusser displays his “Cancer 
This” design on T-shirts and other items that he 
sells at the Bridge Street Market, Bradenton Beach. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Fantasy Travel, 6630 Cortez Road W., has begun 
its annual Christmas toy drive. Keeping track of the 
toys are, from left, Shelly Corbran, Pieter Hahn, 
Ben Mixter, Dee Ferreira and Debbie Crissman. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Surfside … Anna Maria Island

ZAGAT’S   Top Restaurants
in America – “Best in Florida”

941-778-6444   www.BeachBistro.com
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20%  OFF Entire Check.
Must present this coupon.

Not valid with early bird or other specials.
Dine-in only. One coupon per table.

CANCUN MEXICAN-CUBAN GRILL

Happy Hour
Daily 4-6pm

2-for-1 
Draft Beer

2-for-1
Mixed Drinks
Mondays & 
Wednesdays

ALL DAY
with food purchase

No

99¢ Margaritas
Tuesdays & 
Thursdays!

ALL DAY
with food purchase.

FREE APPETIZER! 
FOR A PARTY OF FOUR OR MORE. 

VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.

Banquet 
Services
for up to 

60 people!

5120 Manatee Ave. W. • Bradenton 
OPEN 11AM • 747-2552

ChECk uS ouT AT
WWW.ISlANDER.oRG

Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Cafe on the Beach

Great Food • Great Prices

Christmas Buffet
Ham, turkey and all the trimmings
Served noon - 5pm
$14.95 per person (no take out)

ENJOY CHRISTMAS 
ON THE BEACH!
Breakfast with Santa 
Friday •  Dec. 25
Breakfast starting at 7am
Santa arrives at 9am
Music by Tom Mobley

New Year’s Eve
Celebration

6pm-Midnight
Food • Entertainment

“It’s Midnight Somewhere” 
Fun & Noisemakers!

New Year’s Day Dinner 
12 noon-5pm

featuring Pork & Sauerkraut
and Homemade Potato Pancakes

$8.95 Regular menu 
also available

New Year’s Day
Breakfast 7am-noon

Beach.
 as shoppers are looking for a special gift, they 
just might find it at Bridge Street, which has intro-
duced butterfly jewelry in the form of bracelets, ear-
rings and trinket boxes.
 A portion of the sale of each piece of butterfly 
jewelry will be donated to the Butterfly Park.
 park representative nancy ambrose said the 
donations will be used to help plant the garden and 
build a long-planned gazebo.
 “What a fabulous gift that Bridge street Jewelers 
is giving us this holiday season and throughout the 
year. We are so appreciative and want to thank Brad 
Smith, Kessandra Quinn and Kevin Shonkwiler 
for caring about the butterfly park and the commu-
nity,” ambrose said.
 For more information on the butterfly jewelry, 
call Bridge street Jewelers at 941-779-1606.

Segway by Anna Maria
 the popularity of the segway motorized trans-
porters as seen in the movie “paul Blart, Mall Cop,” 
has come to anna Maria.
 Julie Kirkwood has opened Segway by the Sea 
— no relation to the segway rental operation in Bra-
denton Beach — in the gulf plaza, 9908 gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria, former site of the post office.
 segway by the sea offers a full line of segway 
transporters, including “His” and “Her” models and 
smaller versions for youngsters ages 10 to 14, Julie 
said.
 two guided tours of north anna Maria Island 
are available daily, or riders can take their own trip 
around the city.
 Julie also rents trikkes, stand-up, three-wheeled 
bicycles that are powered by the rider. In addition, the 
stepper Bike is available for those looking for a cross-
training workout and bike ride.
 store hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day.
 For more information, call Julie at 941-209-
5970.

Going, coming, moving
 Ami Video at 5604 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach, adjacent to island Gourmet, is having a 
going-out-of-business sale. as the video store is 
closing, Island gourmet has plans to expand into the 
soon-to-be-vacated space.
 For more information on Island gourmet, call 
941-778-0333.
 Just 4 Fun, formerly located in the Holmes Busi-
ness Center, gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, is moving 
next to Minnie’s in the s&s plaza at the Holmes Bou-
levard-gulf Drive intersection in Holmes Beach.

Julie Kirkwood of Segway by the Sea at 9908 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria, demonstrates one of the many 
available Segway transporters that can be rented at 
the store. Islander Photo: Toni Lyon

Kevin Shonk-
wiler of 
Bridge Street 
Jewelers, 
Bradenton 
Beach, dis-
plays some 
of the but-
terfly items 
that will 
benefit the 
Anna Maria 
Island But-
terfly Park. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Nancy 
Ambrose

  Got a new business on Anna Maria Island or 
in Cortez, Palma Sola, west Bradenton or Longboat 
Key? How about a new service, or an award-winning 
staff member? Call Island Biz at 941-778-7978, fax 
to 866-362-9821, or e-mail news@islander.org.
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Snook • Trout • Redfi sh 
Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Captain Mark Howard
941-704-6763
sumotimefi shing.com

.

Light Tackle • Fly
Over 30 years experience in local waters • USCG Licensed
Full / Half Day Trips • 941.387.8383 (H) • 941.232.8636 (C)

Fishing Charters
Capt. Warren Girle

Inshore
Redfi sh 
Snook

Offshore
Snapper
Grouper

Li ht T kl Fl

Capt. Warren Girle
ore
h 

O
S
G

G•O•L•F L•I•N•K•S 
December 2009

7am-1pm $40.50 + tax
After 1pm $29.50 + tax
Green Fee and 1/2 Cart

708-6331 • 7 Day Advanced Tee Time
1801 27th St. E, Bradenton 

Anna Maria Island
Florida

u.S.c.G. licensed

custom-built Privateer

Fishing license, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
owner/operator

lifetime experience in local waters

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
saturday by appointment

12044 Cortez rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders

Sun Coast Golf Center
Located behind Sarasota/Bradenton Airport

941-720-9080 Cell • 941-351-2666 Golf Center
cathy.schmidt@lpgapro.com

Cathy Schmidt LPGA 
Class “A”

Teaches the secret to golf.

Call today!

MhS hurricanes stun prep football fans nationwide
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Islander nick galati and his Manatee High 
school Hurricanes football teammates shocked the 
high school football world Dec. 11 when with a 28-20 
win over undefeated Ft. lauderdale st. thomas aqui-
nas, the nation’s no. 1 ranked team, in the state semi-
finals. 
 aquinas saw 13 graduates recruited by Division 
I colleges last year and this year’s team is projected 
to send even more senior players to top schools.
 How big is this win for MHs? this is tantamount 
to David upsetting goliath, the u.s. hockey team 
defeating the Russians and Buster Douglas knocking 
out Mike tyson — all put together! 
 to demonstrate my point, even espn reported 
the win for MHs.
 st. thomas aquinas came into the game having 
won consecutive Class-5a state titles and had won 
38 consecutive games. they draw players from as far 
away as California to their school and boast former 
nFl all-pro receiver Chris Carter as the team’s wide 
receivers coach.
 to be fair, it’s not like Manatee is in uncharted 
waters here, having won three state titles. But nobody 
saw this coming, except maybe the Hurricane players 
and coaches.
 next up for galati and his mates is the Class-5a 
state title game Friday, Dec. 18, at the Florida Citrus 
Bowl in Orlando. there they will take on tampa plant 
High school, which scored an upset of its own when 
they rolled past the lakeland Dreadnaughts 20-0 in 
the weekend’s other semifinal game.
 Manatee and plant played once this season in 
the preseason kickoff class. Manatee won that game 
49-33, so next week’s game has all the ingredients in 
place for an offensive shootout. plant boasts running-
back James Wilder Jr., the son of former tampa Bay 
Buccaneer great James Wilder, the team’s all-time 
leading rusher.
 Manatee counters with university of south Flor-
ida-bound quarterback Brionne Carnes and offensive 
playmakers such as wide-receiver ace sanders and 
running-back Mike Blakely.
 good luck to nick and the Manatee Hurricanes.  
go Canes!

Key Royale golf news
 Chuck Montgomery made some news recently at 
the Key Royale Club. On Dec. 6 he made a hole-in-
one on the 167-yard par-3 seven hole. problem was, 
he was playing alone and had no witness, so it wasn’t 
official. 
 But as luck and good golf would have it, the fol-
lowing day in one of the men’s weekly games, he 
aced the same hole to receive his due reward.
 also at the weekly nine-hole game Dec. 7, Bill 
Melvin, earl Ritchie, Chuck Montgomery and paul 
Proxy combined for a 9-under-par 23 to tie for first 
with the team of John lindwall, Bob King, Blake 

graham and Jim Kruger. second place went to the 
team of Dan Hayes, austin Rice, Ralph Bassett and 
tom Warda with a 7-under 25.
 the Dec. 9 18-hole game saw the team of Bob 
sayles and larry Fowler combine to card an 8-under-
par 54 to win a better-ball-of-partners game. second 
place was a tie with gary Harris and Bob elliott card-
ing a 55 to match the score by Jim Mixon and peter 
proxy.
 Fifty players participated in the Key Royale Club 
womens’ Christmas mixer tournament Dec. 8. Cindi 
Mansour and Jean Holmes both carded 2-over-par 
34s to tie for first place in Flight AA. Flight A pro-
duced a tie as well with Diane Miller, sara Falk and 
Nancy King all finishing with 34s.
 Flight B was won by ginny nunn, who carded 

a 1-under-par 31 to finish one shot ahead of Joyce 
Reith and four shots in front of third-place finisher 
Dorothy McKinna.
 Markie Ksiazek fired a 2-under-par 31 to take 
Flight C by three strokes over second-place finisher 
lorraine towne. sally Keyes and sally Martin tied 
for third place with 34s.
 nell Bergstrom had the low-net round of the day 
with a 5-under-par 27 to win Flight D. eunice Warda 
was second with 34, while Sally York finished in third 
place at 35.
 the team of Meredith slavin, Rosemary Knick 
Marden eichhorn and nell Bergstrom won the team 
low-net competition with a combined score of 141. 
Diane Miller had the sole birdie of the day on number 
six, while Judy Ward chipped in on number four.

Go Canes’
The Canes’ fans join the play-
ers on the field for a victory 
celebration as the game clock 
ticked down to zero and the 
score held at 28-20 against 
Fort Lauderdale St. Thomas 
Aquinas for an MHS victory 
that defied the predictions.

Canes’ Davian Evans and 
Darius White bring down St. 
Thomas ball carrier James 
White. Islander 
Photos: Courtesy 
Pagemoorephoto.com
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• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

    

Anna Maria Island Tides
 Dec 16 10:31 2.4 — —         6:03    -0.7 — —
 Dec 17 11:10 2.3 — —         6:38    -0.6 — —
 Dec 18 2:51 1.2 11:50 2.3        7:12    -0.6 5:12 1.1
 Dec 19 3:07 1.2 — —         7:45    -0.5 6:09 1.1
 Dec 20 12:33 2.1 3:26 1.3        8:18    -0.4 7:13 1.0
 Dec 21 1:20 2.0 3:49 1.4        8:52    -0.2 8:24 0.9
 Dec 22 2:12 1.7 4:15 1.5        9:25     0.0 9:41 0.8
 Dec 23 3:16 1.5 4:44 1.6        9:58     0.2 11:01 0.6

 Date AM HIGH PM  HIGH AM LOW PM LOW

Prices start at just $15/hour per person!
941.778.3875 • www.gnarlymangrove.com

CG Licensed Captain Don Meilner

Have fun cruising local waters!

Best bets this week: beach, deep-water fishing

Lee Browne of Roanoke, Va., puts up a Terra Ceia 
Bay flounder caught on a CAL jig with a shad tail 
while fishing with Capt. Ray Markham aboard the 
Flat Back II.

By nick Walter
Islander Reporter

 anglers can expect cold fronts blowing through 
every five to seven days, which amounts to a winter-
time fishing pattern.
 But sheepshead are not around in big numbers, 
as some anglers have found them scarce over bay 
wrecks and reefs. Within the next few weeks, look 
for sheepshead to gather around rocks and bridge and 
dock pilings, feeding off barnacles and crustaceans.
 Inshore anglers may want to consider fishing 
deep-water canals and deep grass flats in protected 
areas, as well as docks and channels.
 The fishing off the beaches has been top qual-
ity, as Spanish mackerel, ladyfish, jack crevalle and 
pompano attack bait fish.
 Capt. Warren Girle said between 3-7 miles off-
shore there have been plenty of spanish mackerel, 
undersized red and gag grouper, limits of mangrove 
snapper, as well as porgeys and Key West grunts. 
“You’ve got to catch 20-30 to get a keeper grouper,” 
he said.
 girle said he’s still getting a decent bite in the 
bays on redfish to 30 inches, nice trout, several of 
which were over 20 inches, and scattered flounder. 
“There’s not as many flounder,” Girle said. “I think 
they’re not catch and release anymore, they’re catch 
and grease. a lot are going home.”
 girle said he also had a lot of nice pompano to 4 
pounds. He said there are a lot of ladyfish and blue-
fish near Longboat Pass.
 “there’s so many,” girle said, “even if they’re 
not showing, they’re on the edges of sand bars.”
 girle suggests using a quarter-ounce jighead in 
chartreuse. With the toothy bluefish, he’s been using 
a 25-30 pound fluorocarbon leader.
 Capt. Zach Zacharias of the Dee JAY ii out of 
Parrot Cove marina in Cortez said he hasn’t been out 
much due to the fog, wind and rain. But he reported 
good late-fall and early-winter action out on the open 
flats of the local bays with big bluefish, ladyfish, Spanish 
mackerel, flounder and occasional pompano in depths 
of 5-7 feet over broken grass flats.
 “Bait is not necessary, as all the above will read-
ily attack a jig, spoon or small lure,” Zacharias said. 
“around the area canals, creeks and bayous, there 
has been decent action with reds, black drum, sheep-

ies and mango snapper. live shrimp would be the 
primary bait to hook up around deep-water docks. 
look for docks with large boats that do not appear 
to be used a lot. Fresh-cut bait will work for winter 
reds and snook in the same locations. this manner 
of fishing will only get better as the weather gets 
colder.”
 Zacharias said that the gulf reefs have been pro-
ductive with grouper, cobia, snapper, flounder, sheep-
shead, bluefish and Spanish mackerel. He said there 
also are some hogfish in 30-40 feet of water that can 
be hooked with live shrimp or crabs.
 Capt. mark Howard of Sumotime Charters 
said the trout catch-and-release bite was “off the 
hook” last week drifting deep grass flats with jigs.
 He has been trolling for grouper in the bay, catch-
ing a few. “there are some big grouper in the bay 
right now, I’ll tell you that,” Howard said. “One guy 
had a grouper pull the hooks out. It was a big fish, 
probably over 10 pounds.”
 the strange thing, Howard said, was that during 
the afternoon, he was able to net some nice shiners in 
the Key Royale flats. “Looking at my [fishing] logs, 
usually by now I’m not getting shiners,” Howard 
said. “But they were there and they worked.”
 Howard used the shiners over a drop-off on some 
deep grass for speckled trout, bluefish, ladyfish and 
some spanish mackerel. 
 He also tried targeting sheepshead over a wreck 
in the bay and hooked a few. “We didn’t get them like 
we thought we would,” Howard said.
 Capt. tom Chaya of Anna maria Fishing 
Charters said anglers have caught pompano on the 
edges of holes on lower tides with shrimp or jigs, 
and when the weather has been calm, nearshore areas 
have produced some keeper gag grouper to 24 inches 
over hard bottoms, plus a few big flounder and man-
grove snapper.
 James Followell from the Sunshine Skyway 
south pier said he has seen some keeper grouper, 
small spanish mackerel, and lots of big bonito caught 
there.
 rocky Corby from Anna maria City Pier said 
spanish mackerel are sparse and small in size, and 
a couple anglers have landed some scattered bonito. 
Finally, he said some shark have been caught both 
day and night.
 erica Webb from rod & reel Pier said anglers 
have caught some sheepshead on live shrimp, a few 

redfish at night, as well as black drum and a few 
spanish mackerel.
 Aaron lohman from Discount tackle at Catch-
ers marina sad the beach fishing has been abnor-
mally good, with lots of flounder, a few pompano 
using goofy jigs, quite a few spanish mackerel, lady-
fish and jack crevalle, which have been chasing bait 
fish. Anglers can use small silver spoons to imitate 
the bait fish.
 Inshore, there are a lot of big trout, nice redfish 
around residential docks in 2-12 feet of water that 
can be caught on gulp shrimp.
 there also are snook on the same inshore 
docks. 
 Send fishing news and photos to fish@islander.org.

Lynn French shows off a pair of gag grouper she 
reeled up while fishing with husband Capt. Tom 
Chaya of Anna Maria Island Charters.

First-mate Larry Bethke of Show Me the Fish Charters caught and released unharmed this 9-foot hammer-
head shark in about 130 feet of Gulf water. Capt. Larry McGuire snapped a few photos from the boat before 
the release, but, he said, “The shark was too big and dangerous to bring in the boat for a pic.” 
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

condo with shared pool built in 1978 was sold 
11/23/09, thorpe to tabarelli for $340,000; list 
$349,000.
 313 pine ave., anna Maria, a vacant 52x145 
lot zoned ROR was sold 11/16/09, antioho to pine 
avenue Restoration llC for $315,000.
 1801 gulf Drive n., unit 190, Runaway Bay, 
Bradenton Beach, a 1,080 sfla / 1,140 sfur 2bed/2bath 
condo with shared pool built in 1978 was sold 
11/18/09, Robb to Folkerts for $310,000.
 3805 e. Bay Drive, unit 7, sunbow Bay, Holmes 
Beach, a 1,121 sfla / 1,222 sfur 2bed/2bath condo 
with shared pool built in 1979 was sold 11/25/09, 
Bowers to Morel for $160,000. 
 611 gulf Drive n., unit 16, Imperial House, 
Bradenton Beach, a 664 sfla 1bed/1bath condo with 
shared pool uilt in 1969 was sold 11/17/09, Zigon to 
Inda for $115,000; list $149,500.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay 
Realty of Anna Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay 
941-778-7244. Current Island real estate transac-
tions may also be viewed online at www.islander.org. 
Copyright 2009

Ethan Valenti, 10, of west Bradenton, takes home 
a prize, one of three baskets of goodies collected 
from area merchants by The Islander and awarded 
during the annual Holmes Beach Downtown 
Holiday Open House Dec. 4. Islander Photo: Rick 
Catlin

Jean Clough was so excited about her package of 
prizes contributed by Holmes Beach merchants for 
the Islander-sponsored open house that she forgot 
and left her keys in the car. Clough said she was 
“disappointed in the weather, but we always enjoy 
the event.” Islander Photo: Bonner Joy 

Winner Sheldon Hedges collects his holiday prize 
package from the Holmes Beach Holiday Open 
House at The Islander office. Islander Photo: 
Bonner Joy

Holmes Beach holiday open house winner’s circle

Island real estate transactions

Featured sale: This home at 210 65th St., Holmes 
Beach sold in April 2003 for $425,000 and in 
November 2009 for $600,000, an increase of 41 
percent. The cost per square foot is $360. Islander 
Photo: Jesse Brisson

 216 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, a 1,113 sfla / 1,149 
sfur 2bed/1bath home built in 1948 on a 105x110 lot 
was sold 11/24/09, Rudacille to pine avenue Restora-
tion llC for $750,000.
 510 67th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,473 sfla / 2,193 
sfur 2bed/2bath/2car canalfront pool home built in 
1971 on a 79x111 lot was sold 11/24/09, RnM lim-

ited partnership to Kaleta for $700,000.
 113 Beach Ave., Anna Maria, a 1,789sfla / 2,382 
sfur 3bed/2½bath/1car pool home built in 1966 on a 
75x100 lot was sold 11/25/09, Bruckert to Matick for 
$625,000. 
210 65th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,666 sfla / 2,218 sfur 
3bed/2bath home built in 1976 on a 86x105 lot was 
sold 11/18/09, RnM limited partnership to Kaleta 
for $600,000.
 409 Poinsettia Rd., Anna Maria, a 1,897 sfla / 
2,352 sfur 3bed/2bath canalfront home built in 1992 
on a 79x107 lot was sold 11/18/09, sirrine to Meehan 
for $599,000.
 610 Foxworth Lane, Holmes Beach, a 2,081 sfla 
/ 2,609 sfur 3bed/2bath/2car canalfront pool home 
built in 1970 on a 95x115 lot was sold 11/17/09, 
Harper to Rivellini for $580,000.
 515 Bayview Place, Anna Maria, a 1,740 sfla / 
4,925 sfur 2bed/2bath/1car canalfront pool home built 
in 1989 on a 90x110 lot was sold 11/17/09, Maclean 
to Robinson for $550,000; list $599,000.
 1801 gulf Drive n., unit 190, Runaway Bay, 
Bradenton Beach, a 1,080 sfla / 1,140 sfur 2bed/2bath 

ITEMS FOR SALE

FoR SAle: FeNDeR electric guitar and 
amp. Perfect christmas gift for beginners. 
call Rick, 941-224-4977.

lIFe-SIZe one-of-a-kind sculptured mer-
maids. 941-778-7788.

BeAuTIFul MoSAIcS FoR sale: $10-$40. 
Fish, birdhouses, frames, etc. Beach Mosa-
ics. 941-779-2093.

BooKS: HARDBAcKS. 50, very good condi-
tion. $25. call 941-761-1928.

coFFee TABle, oRNATe wrought iron, 
brown and gold. $40. 941-778-2901.

HooVeR uPRIGHT VAcuuM cleaner with 
attachments and manual. like new. 941-795-
8359.

MoRe clASSIFIeDS equals more readers.

ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

RAINcoAT: lADIeS loNDoN Fog, size 14. 
like new. $30. 941-778-0256.

coFFee TABle, coNTeMPoRARY. 
48X24-inch, glass top, lucite legs. TV stand, 
32x23x22 with two shelves and swivel top, 
$35. 941-795-8359.

lAMP: WooDeN MoDel A Ford pickup with 
red cloth top. unique. $10. 941-941-1415.

AeRIAl PHoToS of Anna Maria Island. View 
and purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FReeBIe ITeMS FoR SAle: Individuals 
may advertise up to three items, each priced 
$100 or less, 15 words or less. FRee, one 
week. Deliver in person to The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, e-mail classi-
fieds@islander.org, fax toll-free 1-866-362-
9821. (limited time offer) 

ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

cHRISTMAS TRee, ARTIFIcIAl, beautiful, 
7-foot Sierra Slim, stand. $10. coffee pot, 
green. 30-cup. $5. 941-778-0256. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GloRIA DeI luTHeRAN church: All are 
welcome to come and worship with us! 
Please call 941-778-1813 or visit us at: www.
gloriadeilutheran.com for worship times. 6608 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

NeW! “ANNA MARIA Island” Tervis Tumbler, 
SweetPeas/Samplings, Holmes Beach. Great 
tasting Florida wines! Plus, design your own 
unique label. 941-778-8300. www.Sweet-
PeasAMI.com. 

eNTeRTAINMeNT: THe BeST in comedy. 
corporate golf and private parties. 781-367-
0339.
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across
1 like mountains

and maps
7 “the lord of  the

Rings” dwarf
12 attack hel icopter
17 1930s

heavyweight
champ known as
the ambling alp

18 Choose not  to
cook,  say

19 plays at
maximum
volume

20 Deciding the best
man is  bet ter,
perhaps?

22 as yet
unactual ized

23 Where Caleb was
sent  as  a  spy

24 seaside bird
25 Memento of  an

old athlet ic
injury?

27 suave competi tor
28 Many a  shipment

to Detroi t
30 air  play?
31 Med.  care

provider
32 nitpicks?
36 uses as  a  source
38 like a

foreboding sky
39 What  white  f lour

lacks
40 West  Bank grp.
41 Majest ic
45 professorial

mater ia l?
47 Bottom l ine?

50 sorters’
formations

51 archi tect  of  the
guggenheim
Museum in
Bilbao

52 Double or
nothing,  say?

54 gambler ’s
declarat ion

55 Hymn star ter
57 like many rugs
58 Keats’s  “___ on

Indolence”
59 picket t ’s  Charge

part ic ipant
60 Begging

soldiers?
62 Co.  of  which

Howard Hughes
became the
principal
shareholder  in
1939

63 ___ r igueur
( l i teral ly)

64 Cal l  before  a
footbal l  game

65 Manchester
moms

66 Handle
67 Young scient is ts

who are
impossible  to
work with?

69 tips
70 View from the

Quai  d’Orsay
71 sir  ___,  nephew

of King arthur
72 x-ray view
73 gave bir th  to  a

l i t ter
75 triumphant  cry
76 Kick in  the rear,

maybe
77 senate  t ie

breaker
78 Country whose

name means
“warr ior  king”

81 things heard
af ter  thumbs are
hi t  with
hammers?

87 languish
88 Water  carr ier
90 Maker  of  “ the

plow that  broke
the plains”

91 prost i tute  who
protected
Israel i te  spies ,
in  Joshua

93 Holder  of  pet
electrons,
protons and
neutrons?

97 Windup
98 pro ___ (for

one’s  country)
99 get  by somehow
100 Reduct ions in

rank that  aren’t
ent i re ly  bad?

103 Key holders
104 spectacular

autumn trees
105 up
106 set t ing of  Van

gogh’s  “Cafe
terrace at
night”

107 shy
108 adjusts  for

dayl ight  saving,
e .g .

Down
1 large hot  spot
2 Heavy l i f ters
3 archival  mater ia l
4  they’re  set  for

dr inking and
smoking

5 John-Boy Walton’s
sis ter

6 Brown who wrote
“the lost
symbol”

7 earn
8 skater  Midori

9 Farmyard chorus
10 Mattress  problem
11 “Come on in!”
12 school  cards
13 Muesl i

ingredients
14 “Mother  Courage

and Her
Children”
playwright

15 Cal l  again?
16 Minute  Maid

park players
17 let ters  on old

rubles
18 great  white  ___
19 lunch orders  that

are  typical ly
sl iced in  half

21 los angeles
museum, with
“the”

26 Coll .  dorm
overseers

28 Off
29 tolerant  of  other

opinions
33 I t  might  have an

extension:  abbr.
34 James who wrote

“a Mill ion li t t le
pieces”

35 Boyo
37 trace
40 superheroes have

them
41 galaxy shape
42 Delay
43 “arabian nights”

opener?
44 Olympics  ideal
45 Competi tors  of

Wahoos and tar
Heels

46 I t ’s  most  useful
when i t ’s
cracked

47 peggy lee’s
signature  song

48 Vani ty  case?

49 Médoc,  for  one
51 stock in  t rade
52 stem joints
53 Brought  in
55 Hal l -of-Famers
56 Reluctant
57 south los

angeles  dis t r ic t
60 1986 f i lm

featur ing Chevy
Chase as  Dusty
Bottoms

61 aff luence

66 Cream
alternat ive

68 ___ Mawr
College

69 ankh’s  top
70 Becomes layered

while  set t l ing
72 shaker ’s  sound
73 “___ here!”
74 “away From

___” (Jul ie
Chris t ie  f i lm)

76 Headwear  a lso
known as
j ipi japas

77 Colorado’s  Mesa
___

78 Rocking chair
s torytel ler

79 empty words
80 Keyless
81 pres .  t i t le
82 “You ___ bother”
83 looks af ter
84 Best  guide

around town,
probably

85 Dewlap’s  place

86 they’re  a l l  good
89 Bullets ,  in  texas

hold’em
92 Dishonorable
94 Horsehair  source
95 “Intolerance”

actress  li l l ian
96 Fair
98 subway car

feature
101 suff ix  with

slogan
102 France’s  Bel le-

Î le-en-___
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DOuBle BReaK pOInt By patrick Berry / edited by Will shortz

For any three answers,
call from a touch-tone
phone: 1-900-285-5656,
$1.49 each minute; or,
with a credit card, 1-800-
814-5554.
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Answers found 
on page 28.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

lATe JANuARY: SeMI-retiring Maine resi-
dential maintenance manager needs part-
time job on Anna Maria Island or longboat 
key. Real estate brokerage, lumber/hardware 
store experience. Peter, 207-671-9724. Port-
pete@yahoo.com.

Do You ReceIVe monthly payments from 
a mortgage? Would you like to turn that into 
lump sum cash? Drop me a line. Private 
Mortgage Purchasing, 512 71st. St., Holmes 
Beach Fl 34217.

olD coSTuMe cluTTeR? No problem, 
donate clean, old costumes to ship to Haiti 
for Mardis Gras. Please, bag and drop at 
The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

TeRRY HAYeS, ReAlToR. Global market, 
market connections. 941-302-3100. Terry.
hayes@sothebysrealty.com. Discoveranna-
maria.com.

MANATee SAFeTY SIGNS, exclusively for 
boaters available at The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

WANTeD: YouR olD cell phone for recy-
cling. Deliver to The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 

WANTeD: FISHING GeAR: Anna Maria Pri-
vateers are collecting new or used, repairable 
fishing poles and reels, nets, tackle, buckets, 
etc. to give to children. Donate your gear at 
The Islander newspaper office, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 

FRee GuN locK courtesy of Project child-
safe, Florida Fish and Wildlife conserva-
tion commission and Holmes Beach Police 
Department. Free at The Islander newspaper 
office, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Don’t be sorry, be safe.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

PeRFecT HolIDAY ReMeMBRANce: Pur-
chase a personalized brick in the Anna Maria 
Island Butterfly Park. Two lines, $50. Three 
lines, $60. Forms at The Islander, or call 941-
518-4431 for more information.

looKING FoR A JoB? Islanders seeking 
employment can market their skills with a 
FRee classified ad for up to three weeks in 
The Islander. Submit 15 words or less includ-
ing a resume link, if desired, by e-mail to 
classifieds@islander.org or deliver in person 
to 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. The 
Islander will encourage employers to review 
the “employment wanted” ads in The Islander 
when seeking employees. And good luck 
finding the right job!

GARAGE SALES

RoSeR THRIFT SHoP: open 9:30 a.m.-2 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon 
Saturday. 511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-
779-2733.

YARD SAle: 9 a.m.-? Saturday, Dec. 19. 
Three-family combination, very nice items. 
White sofa, like new, oak bar stools, clothes, 
dishes, lots of miscellaneous. 2710 Ave. B, 
Holmes Beach. 304-415-3875.

A SAle eVeRYDAY at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Miscellaneous 
office supplies, T-shirts, home treasures, mir-
rors and framed art.

LOST and FOUND

loST: oSu SIlVeR bracelet, extremely sen-
timental. Reward. 614-353-0218 or 941-778-
7213.  casey5292002@yahoo.com.

FouND: couPoN BooK near Holmes 
Beach shopping center, Dec. 12. Apples 
on cover. claim at The Islander newspaper 
office, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

PETS

PAReNTS NeeDeD for loving homes to 
foster puppies and kittens until they are old 
enough for adoption. All food and medical 
provided. Julie, 941-720-1411.

ADulT cATS in desperate need of loving 
homes. All are current on vaccines. All appli-
cants screened. Please, call 941-922-0774.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAIlING: Small sailboat rentals 
and instruction.  Day. Week. Month.  Sunfish, 
laser, Zuma and Precision 15. call Brian at 
941-685-1400.

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

HIGHlY QuAlIFIeD TuToR available. K-8, 
all subjects. Reasonable. References. Makes 
learning fun. 941-778-0434.

20 YeARS eXPeRIeNce in home health 
aide/cNA. excellent references. call Debra, 
941-565-1849.

MoBIle DJ: 1960s through today. Any occa-
sion. Four hours, $100. eric, 941-201-9808.

KIDS4HIRE

cAll AleXANDRA, 15, for babysitting or 
odd-jobs. Red cross certified in first aid and 
babysitting. 941-778-5352

ISlAND TeeN eXPeRIeNceD, and certi-
fied child care with Safe Sitter, cPR and Red 
cross training, seven days a week. Maggie, 
941-447-4632 or 941-778-8405.

cAll GuSSIe AT 941-778-7257 for babysit-
ting. I have experience with kids of all ages.

NeeD A BABYSITTeR or pet sitter? call 
Kendall! First-aid certified, great with kids 
and animals! Best on the Island! 941-779-
9783.
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Residential & Condo Renovations
Kitchens • Bath • Design Service 
Carpentry • Flooring • Painting

Commercial & Residential

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

References available • 941-720-7519
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1

REALTORMarianne Correll

941-725-7799 • 941-778-6066 • mariannebc@aol.com

The Big Picture...It's all about Real Estate.
It's a GREAT TIME to buy!

ANSWERS TO dEC. 16 PUZZLE
S C A L E D G I M L I C O B R A

C A R N E R A E A T O U T B L A R E S
C H A N G I N G G R O O M S L A T E N T
C A N A A N E R N S P O R T S S C A R
P R E L L S T E E L P A S S H M O

A S S A U L T T R I F L E S C I T E S
G R A Y B R A N P L O

S T A T E L Y T W E E D F O O T E R
P I L E S G E H R Y N E W W A G E R
I M I N G L O R I A W O V E N O D E
R E B T R O O P P L E A D E R S T W A
A L A H E A D S M A T E R S G R I P
L A B B R A T S L I S T S S E I N E

G A R E T H B O N E S W H E L P E D
Y E S P R O D V E E P

G H A N A C A R P E N T E R R A N T S
R O T M A I N D E E R E R A H A B
A T O M I C C A G E E N D P A T R I A
M A N A G E M I X E D D E M O T I O N S
P I A N O S A S P E N S E L E V A T E
A R L E S S H O R T R E S E T S

PLANET STONE
Marble & Granite Inc.

Counter tops, vanity tops, 
bar tops and more.

8700 Cortez Road W., Bradenton 941-580-9236

HONEY DO HOME REPAIR
941.807.5256-cell • 941.896.5256-offi ce & fax
Drywall & Texture Repairs • Painting
Soffi t & Siding • Tile & Laminate Flooring
“We Can Repair or Install Anything With Your Home”

www.honeydohomerepairinc.com

Windows & Doors 
941-730-5045 LI

C#
CB

C1
25

31
45

ADMIRAL TOWNCAR
Professional Chauffeur at taxi prices

Airports • theme parks • cruise terminals
All appointments … We go anywhere

Call Phil 941.778.5407
admiralTC@verizon.net

licensed/insured • Credit cards accepted

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE • NEW VEHICLES

941-779-0043  Livery Insured Airport Permitted

Bed: A bargain! 
King, Queen, Full & Twin, 
pre-owned from $30 new/used. 
941-922-5271
www.sleepking.net

Adopt-A-Pet 

SPoNSoReD BY

This is Bear, 
11 months 
old, male, 
fostered on 
Anna Maria, 
retriever mix, 
60 pounds, 
$60 adoption 
fee. 

Call Julie Royal, 941-779-0202.

KIDS4HIRE Continued

NeeD A BABYSITTeR, pet sitter, house 
sitter or dog walker? experienced. Red cross 
certified in cPR for all ages. call the twins, 
Kayla and Ariel Jennis, 941-778-1746. 

TeeN WITH cHIlD daycare experience and 
Red cross certified in babysitting. loves chil-
dren. call Katie, 941-778-1491 or 941-447-
4057.

TRISH AND KIM babysitting service, house 
cleaning and pet sitting. certified. experi-
enced. call 941-538-8922 or 941-538-2081. 

lAWN MoWING/DoG walking? Will walk 
dogs any day, mow lawns after 5 p.m. week-
days, after 11 a.m. weekends. 941-447-
7092.

cAll ZAcK, 13, for odd jobs. Will do any-
thing you need done after school and Satur-
days. 941-773-3185.

ReD cRoSS lIFeGuARD for private parties 
at your pool. $10/hour. call Marie Durocher, 
941-795-4722.

cASSIe’S DoG WAlKING and house sitting. 
I can walk your dog anytime. 941-962-3373.

11-YeAR olD girl can watch your 4-year old 
or younger child. cPR-certified, references, 
experienced. Brianna, 941-448-9036.

HelP WITH ScHool WoRK? Manatee High 
School junior will tutor math, science, basic 
computing skills. Patrick, 941-524-5686.

KIDS FoR HIRe ads are FRee for Island 
youths under 16 looking for work. Ads must 
be placed in person at The Islander news-
paper office, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ReSTAuRANT: ISlAND BReAKFAST/lunch 
eatery. Profitable, charming, easy to run. 
confidentiality agreement required. $95,000. 
longview Realty, 941-383-6112. 

SERVICES

leT uS DRIVe You! Airports, cruise ports. 
Flat rates. Anna Maria Sunshine car Service. 
941-778-5476.

coMPuTeR oBeDIeNce TRAINING. Is 
your computer misbehaving? certified com-
puter service and private lessons. Special 
$40/hour. Free advice. 941-545-7508. 

ISlAND PReSSuRe cleANING, wash away 
mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reli-
able. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-
778-0944. 

ISlAND coMPuTeR GuY, 37 years experi-
ence. on-site Pc repairs, upgrades, buying 
assistance and training. call Bill, 941-778-
2535.

AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN
NO JOB TOO SMALL • 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ISLAND RESIDENT • FULLY INSURED • REFERENCES

Call Tim 941.778.5746

SERVICES Continued

PRoFeSSIoNAl I.T. SeRVIceS: complete 
computer solutions for business and home. 
Installation, repair, upgrade, networking, Web 
services, wireless services. Richard Ardabell, 
network engineer, 941-778-5708, or cell 216-
509-1945.

ToTAl DooR AND Window Service: Repairs, 
replacements, sales, parts, storm catcher 
hurricane covers, Simonton windows, Plast-
pro doors, oDl inserts. TDWSINc@msn.
com. 941-730-1399.

ISlAND PeT NANNY: loving pet care. long-
time Island resident, background check, pet 
cPR-certified, references. Karen Robinson, 
941-779-2830 or 941-730-5693.

GRAce’S cleANING SeRVIce: licensed 
and bonded. Reasonable rates. call for esti-
mate. 941-448-4495.

lIGHT cARPeNTRY, HoMe repairs, handy-
man work, deck repairs, dock repairs, etc. 
Retired tradesman, Island resident. No job 
too small. call Steve Doyle 941-778-1708.

I DoN’T cuT corners, I clean corners. Pro-
fessional, friendly cleaning service since 
1999. 941-778-7770. leave message.

cHRIS’ coMPuTeR SeRVIce: Will come 
to your home to diagnose problems. $30/
hour. Just visiting? lease a computer for your 
stay. call 941-504-7986 for all your computer 
needs.

MuSIc leSSoNS WITH Koko Ray. Island 
studio open now. Instruction in flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, guitar and piano. 941-778-8323, 
or evenings, 941-758-0395. 315 58th St., 
Studio I, Holmes Beach. 
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AMI TAXI

800.301.4816

professional, metered, on-call, gps, cards accepted
www.amitaxi.com • amitaxi4u@gmail.com

holmes beach, bradenton beach, anna maria

airports • shops • dining

DAN’S RESCREEN INC.
POOL CAGES, LANAIS, PORCHES, WINDOWS, DOORS

No Job TOO BIG or TOO SMALL. Free Estimates.

Call Dan, 941-713-3108

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Door-to-Door Airport
Transportation

Most major credit cards are accepted
 941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

J&M Tree Service
Trimming • Topping • Removal • stump grinding

941-527-7020 • 941-807-2290
affordable • free estimates • insured

meNtiON tHiS AD, Get 10% OFF!

Free
mulCH

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887

C 941.518.8301

M
A#

00
17

55
0

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Practicing on AMI for 16 years

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
941.725.0073

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash • State Lic. CRC 1329024

CALL THE ISLAND’S FINEST…
MORE THAN 2,500 LARGE AND SMALL 

PROJECTS ON AMI SINCE 1988!
We provide design plans~You preview 3-D drawings

Serving the Island, LBK, Manatee & Sarasota Counties since 1975

New Construction • Remodeling
All Phases of Plumbing Repair & Service
778-3924  or 778-4461 • 5508 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach • Open Sat.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Residential 
& Commercial

#C
FC

05
77

78

Print and online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 
31-45 words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words.)

The deadline is NOON monday for the following week’s paper.

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  ck. No.❏ _________ cash ❏ _______  By _________

credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.o. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax toll free: 1-866-362-9821
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD

24-hour Emergency Service
• Sewer & Drain Cleaning
• Water Heaters
• New Construction
• Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
www.coderedplumbinginc.com

941-920-3684

PLUMBING

24 hour Emergency Service

PLUUUMBIING

Licensed • Insured • Fl. Lic. CFC1427803

Open Tues-Fri 9-5
Sat by Appointment
941-744-9336

521 39th St. W, Bradenton
Marina Avalos

ALTERATIONS 
BY NORA
• Wedding Gowns
• Formal Wear
• Tailoring for Men 
            & Women
• Leather Work
• Zippers

PROACTIVE APPROACH

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south Florida airports, etc. Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

SERVICES Continued

cNA/HHA cPR-certified. light housekeep-
ing, some cooking, will transport to doctor 
appointments, run errands, grocery shopping, 
etc. Will travel, monitor medication. Reliable 
and dependable. References available. call 
Diana, 941-749-5090.

IN-HoMe VISITS by appointment. Patri-
cia elmslie, licensed massage therapist. 
941-504-2030. Gift certificates, too! lic. # 
MA0023639.

colleGe STuDeNT HoMe holidays Dec. 
19-Jan. 4.  Reliable, experienced babysitter/
pet sitter. Many local references. 941-778-
7003.

coMPuTeR GoT You down? Got a virus? 
Need wireless, network setup? Web site? 
Need help? call Jc, 941-487-7487.

ISlAND MeRMAIDS cleANING and co.: 34 
years of happy customers. Mom-Watch, Pet-
Watch, Storm-check, windows, etc. Rentals 
our specialty. 941-792-1000. 

BeAcH SeRVIce air conditioning, heat, 
refrigeration. commercial and residential 
service, repair and/or replacement. Serving 
Manatee county and the Island since 1987. 
For dependable, honest and personalized 
service, call William eller, 941-795-7411. 
cAc184228.

NADIA’S euRoSAGe Relaxing, healing 
massage in the comfort of your home. call 
today for an appointment, 941-795-0887. 
MA#0017550.

cHecK MY HouSe! When you’re away, we 
stay close to home. We provide full house 
checking services to ensure your house is 
secure while you are away. call 941-928-
8735, or e-mail check.my.house@verizon.
netfor details.

uPScAle NAIl SAloN: Nails on the Island. 
30 years experience. Gift boutique, nail prod-
ucts, handbags, jewelry and sunglasses. 
9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure 
services. 941-713-5244. 

ANYoNe cAN TAKe a picture. A professional 
creates a portrait. I want to be at your wed-
ding! www.jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

SERVICES Continued

TIle AND MoSAIc custom installation, 20 
years experience. References available. For 
a reasonable price, call Sebastian, 941-704-
6719.

LAWN & GARDEN

coNNIe’S lANDScAPING INc. Residential 
and commercial. Full-service lawn mainte-
nance, landscaping, cleanups, hauling and 
more! Insured. 941-778-5294.

ISlAND lAWN SPRINKleR service and 
repair. Your complete irrigation repair com-
pany. call 941-778-2581.

TReeS BY BReeZe Inc.: custom land-
scapes, tree trimming, property maintenance. 
Insured. Since 1988. chris, 941-778-2837. 

ecoNoMY TRee TRIMMING, hedges, 
mulching. lowest prices starting at $15. 
12-year Island resident. cell 941-951-1833.

JR’S lANDScAPING AND MAINTeNANce 
lawns, native plants, mulching, trimming, 
hauling, cleanups. Island resident 25 years. 
call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

STRAIGHT SHoT lANDScAPe. For all your 
landscape needs. Shell $45/yard. call Shark 
Mark. 941-301-6067. 

KARAZ lANDScAPe lAWN service. Mulch, 
clean ups, power washing, tree trimming and 
more. 941-448-3857 or 941-448-5207.

THe SWISS GARDeNeR: Full-service land-
scaping and property management. 15 years 
Island experience. licensed and insured plus 
unbeatable prices. call Allen anytime. cell 
941-224-8569.

SHell DelIVeReD AND spread. $45/yard. 
Hauling all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil 
with free estimates. call larry at 941-795-
7775, “shell phone” 941-720-0770.

clouD 9 lANDScAPING: lawn mainte-
nance, mulching, plantings, shell and more. 
Great maintenance rates. Fully insured and 
references. Please call 941-778-2335 or 941-
284-1568.

THe ISlANDeR. The best news on Anna 
Maria Island since 1992.
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,
Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Call Jesse Brisson
941-713-4755.

Immaculate 2BR/2BA 
condo with den. This 
like-new condo has 
peeks of the Gulf and 
a great rental history. 
Covered  park ing, 
deeded beach access, 
s t o r a g e. Tu r n key 
furnished. A supreme 

BRADENTON BEACH CLUB

value in today’s market. This property will not last long. 
Owner will pay 1 year of condo dues! $369,000.

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434
Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 

Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com
MLS  

SALES AND RENTALS

sunco1@tampabay.rr.com

5608 Gulf Drive
Unit #205

2BR/2BA, Gulf views, 
turnkey furnished 

Now $299,900

SUN PLAZA 
WEST

Martinique North

Gulf Place, 6700 Gulf Drive #13
$849,000

5300 Gulf Drive, #206
Direct Gulffront 
$599,000
Playa Encantada 
6006 Gulf Drive #215
$658,000

Waters Edge 
5805 Gulf Drive #109N $699,900

516 Key Royale.
Pool, Canalfront 

$654,900

HOLMES BEACH• 941-778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

35 Years of Professional Service 
to Anna Maria Island and Bradenton

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION

RESULTS

HERONS WATCH 8 min. to beaches.  Lakeview, 3BR/2BA, 
Stone Fireplace, Corian & other upgrades. $329,000.

RIVER OAKS WATERFRONT, 2BR/2BA condo, downstairs 
end unit. Clubhouse, pool, tennis. $129,000. 

RENTALS: 
LUXURY GULF-FRONT VILLAS. Anna Maria. Weekly & monthly.

8 MIN. TO GULF BEACH. 3/2, 5 yrs. old $1,300/mo Annual.
RIVER OAKS 2BR/2BA seasonal, tennis, pool, clubhouse. $1,700/mo.

CANALFRONT 2BR/2BA, family room, garage. Seasonal.
CANALFRONT 3BR/2BA bayview, pool, boatdock, 

$2,900/mo. Seasonal.
GULFFRONT 5BR/4.5BA, Suitable for wedding and reunions, 

seasonal and vacations..

LANDSCAPING Continued

NATuRe’S DeSIGN lANDScAPING. Design 
and installation. Tropical landscape specialist. 
Residential and commercial. 30 years experi-
ence. 941-729-9381.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-Go PAINTING residential/commercial, 
interior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. 
Island references. Bill, 941-795-5100.

TIle -TIle -TIle. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

cuSToM ReMoDelING eXPeRT. All 
phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. 
Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober and prompt. 
Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HoMe IMPRoVeMeNTS Inc. 
Handyman, fine woodwork, countertops, 
cabinets and shutters. Insured and licensed, 
941-748-4711.

JeRRY’S HoMe RePAIR: carpentry work, 
handyman, light plumbing, electrical, light 
hauling, pressure washing. call 941-778-
6170 or 447-2198.

MoRe clASSIFIeDS equals more read-
ers. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

eXPeRIeNceD BuIlDING coNTRAcToR: 
carl V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, 
decks, remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. 
Fair price! 941-795-1947. 

PAINT: AVeRAGe RooM, $75. customer 
supplies paint. exterior, one story. Pressure 
washing. Free estimates. New phone number! 
941-721-7521. lic.#RR0066450.

SouTHBAY HoMe RePAIRS: If it’s broken, 
stuck, loose, leaks, needs paint, etc. I’ll fix it. 
Affordable quality work. 941-720-2906.

PAINTING, WATeRPRooFING: NeW con-
struction or re-paints. Dozens of Island com-
pletions since 1992. call Venture Services, 
941-809-8159.

WINDoW SHADeS, BlINDS, shutters and 
more. lifetime warranty. call Keith Barnett 
for a free in-home consultation. Island refer-
ences, 15 years experience. 941-778-3526 
or 730-0516.

RENTALS

WeeKlY/MoNTHlY/ANNuAl rentals: wide 
variety, changes daily. Suncoast Real estate, 
941-779-0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.sun-
coastinc.com.

oFFIce, ReTAIl, PRoFeSSIoNAl space. 
625 sf, $500/month. Also 1,800 sf. 8799 
cortez Road. 1-800-952-1206.

WATeRFRoNT KeY WeST STYle with dock. 
Furnished, walk to beach. off-season rates, 
$115/night, $725/week. $1,800 for Decem-
ber. 941-794-5980. www.divefish.com.

RENTALS Continued

WANTeD: ANNuAl ReNTAl. 2BR/2BA 
close to beach, room to store kayak and bike. 
on Anna Maria Island. call Dan, 941-705-
5561.  

ANNA MARIA DuPleX: 2BR/2BA, washer/
dryer, seasonal $2,000/month, monthly or 
weekly. close to beach, trolley and restau-
rants. 941-778-7167.

STePS To BeAcH: 1BR/2BA, Anna Maria 
Island. December, March and April  available 
at $1,995 plus tax/monthly. 941-778-1098. 
www.gulfdriveapartments.com, annamari-
aisland@gmail.com.

ANNuAl ReNTAl: PeRIco Bay club: 
2BR/2BA, den, eat-in kitchen, washer and 
dryer, two-car garage, great water view, 
security with gate, tennis courts, clubhouse, 
pools, spas. Perfect condition. $1,300/month. 
owner, 941-962-6117.

eNJoY SPecTAculAR WATeR view from 
huge living, dining area. Plate glass windows, 
doors, 30x12-foot screened deck fronting bay, 
beach and park with Gulf beach an easy walk. 
3BR, washer and dryer, unfurnished in north 
Anna Maria. A must see! 941-748-5334.

MARTINIQue coNDo: 2BR/2BA fully fur-
nished, lanai, sea/beach view, garage, laun-
dry, tennis, heated pool. January-April. 941-
778-8243.

SeASoNAl ReNTAl: 2BR/1BA, nicely fur-
nished, washer and dryer, large back deck, 
steps to beach. $2,500/month. 813-244-
4944.

SeASoNAl: NeAR coRTeZ. Sunny Shores 
mobile home. Turnkey 1BR/1BA, near beach, 
clubhouse, newly renovated. $1,200/month. 
Available now. 941-730-4078.

INC

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

31O1 GULF DR 
HOLMES BEACH

800-367-1617
941-778-6696

www. mikenormanrealty.com

KEY ROYALE. Outstanding new 5,000 SF 4BR home 
with 3 full baths and two half-baths, two fireplaces, 
elevator, heated pool, new dock and loads of privacy. 
Truly a gorgeous home! 

31 YEARS

Amazing Gulf Views!
Own a unit in one of the 
best buildings on the island. 
Direct Gulf front condo 
on the top fl oor with Gulf 
views from every window! 
K i t c h e n  c o m p l e t e l y 
redone - new cabinets, 
granite countertops, new 
appliances.  New bathroom 
vanities and more! This 

Call Jay Travis
941.812.7277

ggggggggggg

unit is basically brand new. Extremely 
private building with only four units. 
Private elevator. You must see to 
realize that nothing else out there 
compares. Asking $749,000.
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Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JuSt VISItIng
pArADISe?

REAL ESTATE INC.

941-778-7200     
866-519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES

519 Pine Ave. • Anna Maria FL 34216

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

Visit us on Pine Avenue or online for many more listings and rental info.

322 Tarpon Dr.
WHAT A VIEW! CANALFRONT 2-3BR/2.5BA HOME IN 
ANNA MARIA CITY, TURNKEY FURNISHED • $679,000

Sharon Villars, PA, 
E-Pro, Realtor
Sales • Rentals 

Property Management
941.920.0669

Residential & Commercial Sales • www.alliancegroupfl .com

9999944441111...99999922222000.0066666669999
check our website for all our rentals

www.rentalsonannamaria.com
941-778-7777

5316 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach FL 34217

RENTALS Continued

ANNuAl 1BR/1BA DuPleX in Bradenton 
Beach. Steps to Gulf, clean, quiet. $700/
month. Security deposit required. No smok-
ing. No pets. call evenings, 219-730-3156.

GulF VIeW! FuRNISHeD 1BR apartment, 
December through March. Deposit, back-
ground check. $1,200/month. 941-778-0135, 
941-725-2551.

SeASoNAl ReNTAl: el coNQuISTA-
DoR country club. 2BR condo with garage 
in excellent condition and neighborhood. No 
smoking. For picture and information, call 
941-545-3097.

MoBIle HoMe: 2BR/1.5BA. Furnished, 
remodeled, central heat, air conditioning, 
gated park. Pool, hot tub, activity center, 
$1,000/month, four-month special. $695/
month annual. Sale, $49,995, includes share. 
Financing. 863-688-3524 or 863-608-1833. 
chickenplucker@webtv.com.

RooMMATe: $125/week, 3BR/2BA includes 
utilities. Private bath. Washer and dryer. 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-5080.

PRIVATe BeAcHFRoNT HoMe: 2BR/1BA 
ground level, spectacular views, seasonal/
monthly rental. $3,500/month. 941-778-
8356.

SeASoNAl ReNTAl: el coNQuISTA-
DoR country club. 2BR condo with garage 
in excellent condition and neighborhood. For 
picture and information, call 941-545-3097.

ReTIReD SWISS couPle looking for an 
annual rental. 2BR/2BA Anna Maria Island 
for March.  e-Mail: sarasotass@yahoo.fr.

ANNuAl ReNTAl: lARGe unfurnished bay-
front 2BR/2BA. Wonderful view, washer and 
dryer hookups, new laminate, tile floors, cov-
ered parking. $1,200/month. 941-795-1132 
or 941-545-7109.

RENTALS Continued

JANuARY ReNTAl: Furnished 2BR/BA Bra-
denton Beach condo. Washer/dryer in unit, 
steps to beach. $1,500/month. 813-245-
0428.

ANNuAl 2BR/1BA SPAcIouS elevated 
duplex. Block to beach. Small pet considered. 
$850/month plus utilities. 941-779-9470.

ANNuAl ReNTAl: 3BR/3BA custom canal-
front home. $2,500/month. call lori, 941-
773-3415. Duncan Real estate.

VAcATIoN ReNTAl: AVAIlABle Jan. 5 
-March 5, 2010. 1BR/1BA, upstairs with deck, 
clean, block to beach, kitchen, cable, WiFi, 
$1,600/month. 941-779-1112.

PeRIco ISlAND: Jan. 11-April 25. 2BR/3BA 
townhouse. Amenities, clubhouse, pool, 
tennis, workout room. $2,500/month.  941-
224-0555.

SeASoNAl oR WeeKlY cottage-style rent-
als. 1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to 
beach, shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. 
Web site 2spinnakers.com. 

REAL ESTATE

MoBIle HoMe: 1BR/1BA. one mile from 
Anna Maria Island. You own the land. Not a 
co-op. No monthly fees. Steps to water. Great 
condition. Free boat ramp access. $74,900. 
513-470-3851.

BuIlD WeAlTH! call or e-mail for our free 
brochure. Discover how easy it is to build 
wealth through short sales and foreclosures. 
Adkins Florida Group, Wagner Realty. Free@
AdkinsFloridaGroup.com. 941-713-0635.

NoRTH BeAcH VIllAGe 2BR/2.5BA town-
house. large living room, pool, storm shut-
ters, garage, storage. $399,000, 941-722-
0640.

MoRe clASSIFIeDS equals more readers. 

REAL ESTATE Continued

WATeRFRoNT loT: BReATHTAKING, Sun-
shine Skyway Bridge view. 230 S. Harbor 
Drive, Holmes Beach. $550,000 or trade for 
house of equal value or income-producing 
property. 941-778-0019.

oPeN SuNDAY: 2-4 p.m. unit 424. Sand-
piper Resort co-op. Awesome unit on the 
bay. completely renovated. New air condition-
ing, appliances, siding, tile, private parking 
beside of unit. completely furnished, linens, 
dishes, TVs. Screened lanai. Includes share. 
$129,900. 304-768-3333.

VIllAGe GReeN VIllA : 2BR/2BA with a 
two-car garage, 2,154 sf. 10 minutes to beach,  
$129,000.  Make offer. estate sale.  Denise 
langlois, coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

ANNA MARIA cANAl home: 2BR/2BA 
for sale. Walk to beach, boat lift and dock, 
washer, dryer, recently renovated. $550,000. 
Possible owner finance 813-245-0428.

WeST BRADeNToN ToWNHouSe for 
sale. 3BR/2.5BA, large garage, reduced to 
$195,000 with owner financing. 941-778-
9710 or 847-530-8833.

PRIce ReDuceD: DuPleX on two deeded 
lots, both units 2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park 
under building. $450,000. call owner: 941-
730-2606.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

lAND oR DeVeloPMeNTS wanted. We 
buy or market development lots. Mountain 
or waterfront communities in North caro-
lina, South carolina, Alabama, Georgia and 
Florida. call 800-455-1981, ext.1034.

4BR/2BA FoRecloSuRe! $11,500! only 
$217/month. Five percent down, 15 years at 
8 percent APR.  Buy 3BR, $199/month. For 
listings, 800-366-9783, ext. 5798.

WWW.ISlANDER.oRG
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Cold Beer
Great Food
and the NFL 

Sunday Ticket
on several Large TVs!!

9701 Gulf Drive,Anna Maria
941-567-4056

Mail or deliver to The Islander •  5404 Marina Drive, Island Shopping Center, Holmes Beach FL 34217 • 941-778-7978

$5O BUCS CONTEST Your correct score prediction for next week’s Buccaneer game 
could win you $50. Drawing in the event of a tie. Rollover if there’s no 
winner! (no game/no prize)  BucS ________ vs ___________
                       ScoRe                   ScoRe

• Your name __________________________________  Address/city _____________________________________________  Phone _________________________

$5O PICK THE WINNERS CONTEST
• The Islander pays $50 to the person with the most cor-
rect game-winning predictions. collect prize in person 
or by mail.
• Entries must be postmarked or hand delivered to the 
newspaper by noon Saturday weekly. 
• A winner will be drawn from tying entries. The decision 
of The Islander football judge is fi nal.
• All entries must be submitted on the published form or a 
copy of the form. Be sure to include your name, address 
and phone number.

• All advertisers must be listed to be eligible to win.  
• oNlY oNe eNTRY PeR PeRSoN, PeR WeeK.
 Winner Advertiser
1________________   _______________
2________________   _______________
3________________   _______________
4________________   _______________
5________________   _______________
6________________   _______________

 7 ______________  ______________
 8 ______________  ______________
 9 ______________  ______________
10______________  ______________
11_______________   _______________
12_______________   _______________
13_______________   _______________
14_______________   _______________
15_______________   _______________

PUB & GRUB
presents 

NFL 
Football
on HDTVs !

Plus NFL Wings 
and other Great 
Game Food and 
Drinks!
S&S Plaza • 5346 Gulf Drive 
Holmes Beach • 941-778-5788

PUB & GRUB

Contemporary Medicine 
with old-fashioned care!

4404 124th St. Ct. W.
Cortez Village
941-792-2838

Join Kitty and tiki on their 
shopping adventures in 
the Dec. 30 edition of 

A

nna Maria Realty

“We ARE the Island!”

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker
941-778-2259    Fax 941-778-2250

E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 
Web site www.annamariareal.com

5

6

1 2   3

7 8 9 10

1211

4

13 14 15

GET IN THE GAmE
PICK THE GAME WINNERS  •  COLLECT BIG BUCKS  •  A WINNER EVERY WEEK  •  $5O WEEKLY PRIZE

    DEC. 16 GAME WINNER:___________________________ BUC’S SCORE WINNER: ___________________________

The Island Experts Since 1972
5347 Gulf Drive #4

Holmes Beach Business Center 
778-9622

Redskins at 49ers

Raiders at 
Bucs

Lions at Packers

Titans at Colts Giants at Vikings

Panthers at Saints

Bears at Texans

Broncos at 
Chargers

Cowboys at Eagles

Browns at 
Steelers

Capt.Greg Burke
941.592.8373
102 Bridge St.

Bradenton Beach, Fl

Let me help you navigate 
the island to find that 
perfect home or condo in 
PARADISE.

SALES AND VACATION RENTALS

Contemporary Medicine 
with old-fashioned care!

4404 124th St. Ct. W.
Cortez Village
941-792-2838

www.beachvetclinic.com

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

SUNDAYS ONLY
ANY 2 

FOOTLONGS

32323232 EEastt BBay DDriive

$10

CAPT. 
KEITH 
BARNETT, Realtor

941.730.0516 
bahamabarnett@aol.com

I can navigate 
you to the perfect 
Island 
home.

413 Pine Ave • Anna Maria

BARNETT 
BLINDS

✴  PLANTATION SHUTTERS
✴  BLINDS
✴  SILHOUETTES & LUMINET
✴  DUETTES
✴  MOTORIZATION
✴  CUSTOMIZATION
✴  INSTALLATION

Call Keith Barnett
for free in-home 
design service

ett
e 

e

Your window 
treatment experts

941.778.3526
941.730.0516

PUB & GRUB
presents 

NFL 
Football
on HDTVs !

Plus NFL Wings 
and other 
Great Game 
Food and 
Drinks!
S&S Plaza • 5346 Gulf Drive 

Holmes Beach • 941-778-5788

PUB & GGRRUUUUUUBBBBBBBBBB

The Island Experts Since 1972
5347 Gulf Drive #4

Holmes Beach Business Center 
778-9622

778-9622 778 96622

AMI 
STICKERS
$2 EACH

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

HOLMES BEACH
Mail order plus $2

SALES • RENTALS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

941-920-0669
www.rentalsonannamaria.com

Sharon 
  L. 

 Villars
PA, 

e-pro, 
Realtor

ALLIANCE GROUP

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

YES! WE DELIVER 

Open 7 Days 8am-9pm
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
5904 Marina Drive • HB

(under the cell tower)

778-7772
Buy 1 lunch 

or dinner 
entree, 

get 1 FREE!

PUMP &
SPRINKLERCORTEZ

SUPPLY

WE CARRY 
SPRINKLER 
SUPPLIES

M-F 7:30-5 • Sat 8-noon
8700 Cortez Road W., 

Bradenton 
792.9304 • Fax 792.9354

MullET 
SAlE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

941 778-7978 
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

A

nna Maria Realty

“We ARE the Island!”

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker
941-778-2259    Fax 941-778-2250

E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 
Web site www.annamariareal.com

BEST VALUE FOR 
YOUR DOLLAR!DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Lunch & Dinner 7 Days
Full Bar Service

Anna Maria 
at Galati's Marina

941-778-3953
Breakfast, Lunch
& Dinner 7 Days
On the Historic 

Bridge Street Pier
941-778-1604

Vikings at Panthers

YouR 
AD 

hERE

call
779-7978

for details

call
779-7978

for details

YouR 
AD 

hERE

YouR 
AD 

hERE

YouR 
AD 

hERE

Rutgers vs. UCF

Cowboys at Saints

Dolphins at Titans Bears at Ravens

Cardinals at Lions

Browns at Chiefs

Falcons at Jets

49ers at Eagles

Packers at Steelers Texans at Rams

Raiders at Broncos

Bucs at Seahawks

Bengals at Chargers

call
778-7978
to get in 

the game

JEROME POTVIN                                                  ROLLOVER

ROLLOVER

call
778-7978
to get in 

the game

Patriots at Bills


