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DOT: Bridge closure date won’t change
By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter
Any hopes of getting the Florida Department of Transportation to move the closing date of the Anna Maria Island Bridge
forward to early September have been
quashed.
Responding to a July 17 request by a
group of Island business owners to have the
date moved forward out of concern that the
bridge won’t reopen on Nov. 13 as scheduled, the DOT said in a press release that
“the department has concluded it is not possible to change the closure period for several
reasons.”
The business group was brought together
by The Islander after a number of owners and
managers expressed reservations about the
Sept. 29 closure date.
The DOT said it would take at least 60
calendar days to get the U.S. Coast Guard to
change its “temporary final rule” for closing
dates and the bridge contractor “would not be
able to start work until this rule was posted
to the Federal Register.”
Additionally, the DOT said custom
materials needed during the bridge closure
“will not be available” if the date was moved
forward and some of the subcontractors are
committed elsewhere in September.
But the DOT is offering a helping hand
to Islanders.
The press release noted that the DOT is

“… many of us have been
saying since the [closing] date
was first announced that it
was unacceptable.”

Ñ Mary
Ann Brockman, Anna Maria
Island Chamber of Commerce
“committed” to improving the Gulf DriveCortez Road intersection and traffic signal
modifications “in an effort to alleviate traffic
congestion during the bridge closure.”
The DOT said it has been “communicating the closure dates to the public since last
fall in order to prepare and notify residents,
businesses owners, suppliers, government
officials and others.” To change the closure
date now would “create confusion on the part
of the public.”
But Islander newspaper publisher Bonner
Joy and Manatee County Commissioner Joe
McClash said they have been requesting the
earlier closure to no avail since the Sept. 29
closure was announced last year by the DOT.
The business owners had met at The
Islander offices in an attempt to have the
DOT change the closure date to include all

Squeezed
The eastbound traffic lane of the Anna Maria Island Bridge has been “narrowed” considerably for motorists in a work safety measure as crews for Quinn Construction Inc. will be
closing one lane of traffic on Thursday and/or Friday nights until at least the end of August
to repair pile jackets. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
of September after Labor Day and the first
two weeks of October.
Business owners unanimously agreed
that September is the slowest month for tourism and retail activity and the winter season
traditionally begins in October as part-time
residents and some visitors begin their annual
migration.
Another fear among the owners is that
the bridge re-opening will be delayed — as
many public projects finish late — and any
delay in the re-opening will infringe upon
the Thanksgiving holiday, a “make-or-break”
week for many Island accommodations, restaurants and retail outlets.
Without the “life-line” to the mainland,
visitors and mainland residents may decide
to bypass Anna Maria Island, many owners
said at the meeting.
Lois Gift of Whitney Bank in Holmes
Beach said the bank has had customers calling to say they won’t be back for this winter
season until the bridge reopens.
Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce executive director Mary Ann Brockman said quite a few visitors planning a
winter trip to the Island have already called
the chamber to say they won’t be coming
until the bridge is open.
Without visitors, Brockman fears many
Island businesses will simply close.
“I’m not surprised at their answer,”
said Brockman. “But many of us have been

saying since the [closing] date was first
announced that it was unacceptable. Our
fear is that the bridge will still be closed by
Thanksgiving.
“If the DOT can build an entire bridge
in three weeks, it would seem they can
move this date forward without any problem,” said Brockman, referring to the recent
truck accident on Interstate 75 that resulted
in demolishing and rebuilding an overpass
bridge.
Do not expect the AMI Bridge to re-open
Nov. 13, said businesswoman Dee Schaefer of
the Manatee Beach Café and Gift Shop. With
21 years in business on the Island, she’s seen
more than her share of government-financed
projects and “none of them ever finished on
time,” she said.
If the bridge is still closed Nov. 14, it
will be tough luck for us, she said. The DOT
doesn’t work here.
“We won’t survive” if the bridge doesn’t
open on time, predicted Dave Russell, owner
of Rotten Ralph’s.
But Russell’s plea apparently didn’t
result in any changes from the DOT.
Commissioner McClash said he was
not surprised to learn the DOT could not, or
would not, change its dates.
“It’s one of those things that’s infuriating,
that we are still trying to request a different
day,” the commissioner said. “I’m disapPLEASE SEE BRIDGE, NEXT PAGE

Friday night lights on AMI Bridge
The Florida Department of Transportation is now having its own version of “Friday
Night Lights” on the bridge, at least until the
end of August.
A DOT press release states the agency
and bridge contractor Quinn Construction
Inc. of Palmetto “have scheduled continuous
night-time lane closures every Thursday and/

or Friday from now until the end of August.”
The DOT had previously announced lane closures for Thursday nights.
Quinn needs one lane of traffic closed to
repair pile jackets with concrete, the release
said.
Motorists can expect the closures to
occur between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m., weather

permitting.
Only one lane of traffic will be closed and
flaggers will be used to move traffic through
the lane closure, the DOT said.
For the latest information on the project,
go on the Web to www.islander.org for a link
to the project. People without Internet access
can call 941-792-0369.
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Bridge schedule unchanged
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
pointed. I voiced these concerns last year,” McClash
said, yet the DOT took no action.
McClash promised to petition the DOT to open
the bridge to vehicular traffic for the Thanksgiving holiday if the bridge fails to reopen Nov. 13 as
planned.
“I would lobby to reopen the bridge for that
week, and I’m sure the DOT would be sensitive to
the wishes of the Island,” he said.
McClash did note that the contractor faces a
$10,000 per day fine for every day after Nov. 13 that
the bridge is not open for vehicular traffic.

Dates and seasons
The DOT has had “difficulty” with dates since the
inception of the $9.2 million AMI Bridge project.
With no advance notice to the Island public or input
from local elected officials or business owners, the DOT
arbitrarily announced in October 2007 that the bridge
would close for 75 days starting April 1. DOT officials
said they based that on information they received that
the Island’s tourist season had ended by that date.
Following a public outcry that their schedule
would seriously disrupt the Island’s tourism, the DOT
presented Islanders with three options for closing the
bridge, but gave no specific dates.
After a preference was voiced for a 45-day full
bridge closure as opposed to a 105-day closure of one
lane vehicular traffic, the DOT announced a Sept. 29
closing and a Nov. 13 re-opening.
The Sept. 29 date was chosen out of DOT fears that
any earlier closing date might encounter a hurricane.
Brockman found it difficult to believe that the DOT
was so concerned about a hurricane that it would jeopardize
an entire economy. “Hurricane season lasts until Nov. 30.
They could easily have chosen an earlier date,” she said.
Responding to the DOT press statement, The
Islander posed a series of questions on where the DOT
obtained its information about the Coast Guard, the
sub-contractors and availability of materials.
Efforts to reach the U.S. Coast Guard in Miami for
comment on the 60-day waiting period for publication
in the Federal Register were unsuccessful.

Charter captains fear continued
bridge closure will hurt
By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter
Island charter boat captains have enjoyed a
solid year of business, despite an almost 50 percent increase in gas prices to run their boats. But
any delay in the reopening of the Anna Maria Island
Bridge beyond Nov. 13 could hurt their business
more than rising fuel costs.
Success in this original Island industry comes
by keeping operating costs at a minimum and
having visitors on the Island, the captains said.
So far this year, the fishing business has been
fair to good.
“I haven’t slowed down a bit,” said Capt. Mike
Greig of Capt. Mike’s Charters. “It’s been real
busy.”
Greig raises his charter prices by $25 to accommodate the higher fuel costs, but he maintains that
price by buying fuel at an Island gas station rather
than a marina, where gas can cost up to 90 cents
more per gallon.
“But we’re still going good. I’m booked all
week and I’m going to the [Florida] Keys next
week” for a charter, he said. “Business has been
great.”
If there’s an economic recession, it hasn’t hit
the Island’s charter fishing business, said Capt.
Mark Howard of Sumotime Charters.
“I had a real good season, the best I’ve had in
the past six years,” said Howard. “And I’m still
getting charters.”
While gas prices have increased, he tries to
keep his operating expenses limited by fishing in
locations closer to shore.
“I concentrate on the good spots I know that are
in or near Anna Maria Sound. I don’t use as much
gas. And I don’t drive as fast as I used to.”
Although his charter prices have gone up
because of higher fuel costs, Howard maintains

Capt. Mark Howard of Sumotime Charters.
plenty of fishers are still coming to the Island and
booking charters.
“I have noticed that I get more half-day charters.
I cater to what people want. A lot of people from the
Midwest enjoy the half-day trips.”
Capt. Steve Salgado of Complete Anglers has a
somewhat different view because he operates a new
25-foot boat and can’t trailer it to gas up at a service
station.
He’s stuck paying more than $5 a gallon for gas
and had to increase his charter rates slightly to compensate for higher gas prices.
“It’s been a fair season, thanks to the economy,”
said Salgado. “I’m still getting several calls a week
and interest in a half-day charter is very good.” The
slower economy, however, has caused him to lose
some charters, he indicated.
Still, Salgado sees the silver lining.
“Business should start to pick up around midOctober. By the holidays, it should be good,” he
said.
That optimism could change if the Anna Maria
Island Bridge construction is delayed and the 45-day
PLEASE SEE BRIDGE, NEXT PAGE
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TOP NOTCH 2008
GRAND PRIZE WINNER
Mary Anne Keenan of Bradenton won the grand prize in The
Islander’s annual Top Notch contest for this photo of ducklings
anticipating a swim at Freedom Village. Keenan won $100 from
the newspaper for her grand prize, plus certificates from restaurnts,
the Jolly Roger, Tortilla Bay and Minnie’s Beach Cafe, of Holmes
Beach, and framing for her photo from Karly Carlson Photography
and Custom Framing of Cortez. Other photographers were weekly
winners in the Top Notch contest — Suki Janisch, Craig Fisher,
Don Lee, Kimberly Walters and Hannah Howell. The weekly winners received Islander “more-than-a-mullet wrapper” T-shirts and
front-page placement of their photos. Good luck next year. Look
for next week’s edition and some noteworthy runnerup photos.

Dolly delivers rip currents to Island
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
As Hurricane Dolly socked south Texas last week,
the storm sent rip currents to Anna Maria Island’s Gulf
coast.
Manatee County lifeguards handled more than 20
rescues in a few days, said Jay Moyles, chief of the
division.
“We had 20 this week compared to none last week,”
Moyles said. “My staff was very active.”
The county lifeguards responded to situations at
Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach, Coquina
Beach in Bradenton Beach and several outside the
limits of the county beaches.
The rescues, he added, were due to swimmers
caught in rip current situations.
“We need to let people know that these situations
occur and that they can occur quickly,” Moyles said.
A weather-related event in the Gulf of Mexico,
even if a storm is headed for Texas or Mexico, will
impact Florida’s coast, Moyles said.
People “are under the idea that it won’t,” he said.
“But we are going to get some surf impact — large
waves and heavier winds.”
“The Gulf is, in essence, a closed body of water

Bridge closure cramps captains
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
closure runs into Thanksgiving.
Bridge closure
The charter fishing captains had mixed views on
the effects of the Sept. 29-Nov. 13 closure of the Anna
Maria Island Bridge.
Their consensus is that there will be some slight
effect in October, but if the bridge doesn’t reopen on
Nov. 13 as planned and visitors can’t or won’t come to
the Island, business could turn bad.
Salgado said that while he can pick up his
charters anywhere — including the mainland side
of Anna Maria Sound or on the Manatee River —
if there are no people booking a charter because
they’re not coming to the area, “that will hurt everybody.”
He acknowledged that September until mid-October is slow in the charter fishing industry, but November
marks the return of the season.
Howard was optimistic as long as the bridge
reopens on schedule. He said that his business should
not be affected by the 45-day closure of the Anna Maria
Island Bridge.
“It’s a slow time for everybody in the industry. But
business starts picking up in late October. If we get
into November and the bridge is still closed, it would
hurt the entire Island, not just the charter industry,” he
said.

Correction
The telephone number for Ed Gonzalez, director of operations at DOT District 1 in Bartow, is
863-519-2202.

with just two exits,” Moyles said. “Once a storm gets
in there, it’s a soup bowl.
Moyles suggested beachgoers look for flags at lifeguard stations that provide clues as to the conditions
for swimming.
“They’re like traffic lights,” he said. “A quick
glance is going to give you a lot of information.”
Green means go, conditions are good; yellow
means caution; red means danger and double red
means no swimming, “the beach is closed,” according
to Moyles.
A rip current is a large channel of water that flows
outward from shore. It is not an undertow.
“What happens is people get caught in one, they try
to swim so feverishly back to shore that they become
exhausted,” Moyles said.
None of the incidents last week resulted in serious injury, but earlier this year three people drowned
off Longboat Key after becoming caught in a rip current.
The county has partnered with the National Oceanic
Atmospheric Administration in a nationwide campaign
to inform people about safe swimming.
The campaign, Break the Grip of the Rip, promotes
some basic rules and recommendations:
• Be cautious at all times, especially when swimming at unguarded beaches. If in doubt, don’t go out.
• Obey all instructions and orders from lifeguards.
• If caught in a rip current, remain calm to conserve
energy and think clearly.
• Don’t fight the current. Swim out of the current
in a direction following the shoreline. When out of the
current, swim toward shore.

T R A C K I N G
Hurricane Season: June 1-Nov. 30, 2008

Dolly, forming in the western Caribbean Sea,
became a tropical storm on July 20 and a hurricane July 22. Dolly impacted south Texas on
July 23.
• Cristobal formed as a tropical depression
off the coast of South Carolina on July 18 and
became a tropical storm on July 19.
• Bertha became the first hurricane of the
2008 Atlantic season on July 7. The storm formed
off the coast of Africa on July 3.
• Arthur formed on May 31 and drenched
the Yucatan.
Remaining names for the season: Edouard,
Fay, Gustav, Hanna, Ike, Josephine, Kyle, Laura,
Marco, Nana, Omar, Paloma, Rene, Sally, Teddy,
Vicky,Wilfred.
In May, the National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration said there was a 90 percent
chance the 2008 hurricane season would be near
or above normal in terms of number and intensity of storms.

• If you are unable to swim out of the rip current,
float or calmly tread water. When out of the current,
swim toward shore.
• If you are still unable to reach shore, draw attention to yourself: face the shore, wave your arms and
yell for help.
• If you see someone in trouble, get help from
a lifeguard or call 911. Throw the rip current victim
something that floats and yell instructions on how to
escape.

Meetings
Anna Maria City
• Aug. 5, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
• Aug. 7, 5 p.m., budget work session.
• Aug. 14, 5 p.m., city commission work session.
• Aug. 19, 5 p.m., budget work session (tentative).
• Aug. 21, 6 p.m., joint city commission and planning
and zoning board meeting.
• Aug. 28, 5 p.m., city commission meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive,
941-708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.
Bradenton Beach
• Aug. 6, 6 p.m. board of adjustment meeting, will
include discussion on challenge to building official’s
ruling.
• Aug. 7, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
• Aug. 21, 1 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.,
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.
Holmes Beach
• Aug. 12, 7 p.m., city commission meeting, will
include discussion on Peoples Gas project.
• Aug. 21, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive,
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl.org.
Of Interest
• Aug. 6, 1:30 p.m., Barrier Island Elected Officials
meeting with U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan at Anna
Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-6130,
www.cityofannamaria.com.
• Aug. 13, 5:30 p.m., The Islander candidate forum
for the Aug. 26 primary at Holmes Beach City Hall,
5801 Marina Drive, 941-778-7978, news@islander.
org.
• Aug. 21, 6 p.m., West Manatee Fire Rescue District
commission meeting at Station No. 1, 6001 Marina
Drive, Holmes Beach, 941-741-3900, www.wmfr.
org.
• Aug. 25, 9 a.m., Manatee County Tourist Development Council meeting at Holmes Beach City Hall,
5801 Marina Drive, 941-748-4501, www.mymanatee.
org.
• Aug. 26, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Manatee County primary
elections at various precinct locations, www.votemanatee.com.
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ISLAND CITIES WRESTLE WITH BUDGETS
Record $3.96 million Anna
Maria budget misleading?
By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter
While it looks like a lot of money on paper, Anna
Maria’s proposed $3.96 million budget for fiscal year
2008-09 is not what it seems.
It looks like it’s a 41.4 percent increase over
last year’s $2.8 million budget, but looks can be
deceiving.
The budget includes $1 million in revenues from
the city’s line of credit for its stormwater drainage
projects.
Take that money away and the budget proposed
by Mayor Fran Barford at the city commission’s July
22 work session is $196,000 more than last year, a 7
percent increase.
Even that jump is somewhat misleading because it
includes revenues from grants and $78,710 in revenue
from the city’s recently passed stormwater utility fee.
Money from the stormwater fee can only be used for
approved stormwater projects.
The city also anticipates an increase in building
fees and charges for other services because it recently
raised those limits.
And this is a “bare-bones” budget at that, Barford
told commissioners.
With ad valorem tax revenues projected at 12
percent less than last year, preparing the 2008-09
budget “was a difficult process,” she said. In
addition, the budget is now “department driven,”
rather than “usage driven” as in years past, Barford
observed.
Regardless of the preparation method, the
reduced budget “does not jeopardize the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens of Anna Maria,”
the mayor pledged.
The city can get by on a bare bones budget because
of its dedicated staff, who are multi-task experts, she
said. While most cities with 1,800 people have staff
twice the size of Anna Maria, the city gets by on six
full-time employees and one part-time person.
“We have half the staff of like-sized cities, but we
still have all the work,” Barford said.
But times are tough.
The staff is getting a 3 percent cost-of-living
increase in salary, although the Tampa Bay region
has a 5.2 percent adjustment. The total amount of the
requested salary increase is $10,800, city treasurer
Diane Percycoe said.
The city will be hit with a 12 percent decline in
revenue because of lower property values in the city —
the first such drop in 16 years — but the city’s 2007-08
millage rate of 1.7886 is proposed to remain, thanks
to budget trimming in many areas and the multi-task
ability, the mayor said.
For people who complain about high taxes, Barford
reminded commissioners that only 10.8 percent of a
resident’s annual tax bill from goes to the city. The
remaining 90 percent is gobbled up by the school district (46.4 percent), county government (38.7 percent)
and other special taxing districts (4.1 percent).
Commissioners were pleased with the budget and
new format.
Commission chairman John Quam said it was
“much easier” to read and understand than in previous
years because each department’s expenses are together
in the budget.
“Good job,” said Commissioner Dale Woodland.
After a discussion of health benefits and several
other items, commission consensus was to maintain the
current 1.7886 millage rate, although the millage won’t
be officially established until the commission holds two
hearings, the first of which will be Sept. 18, then votes
at the second hearing.
The next budget work session is slated for 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 7, at city hall, with another session
planned for 5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 19, if needed.

Look for more Island cities
budget information online:
www.islander.org.

The budgets at a glance
Present 2007-08 budgets
Anna Maria: $2,793,056
Bradenton Beach: $3,688,748.99
Holmes Beach: $7,967,723
Proposed 2008-09 budgets
Anna Maria: $3,964,652
Bradenton Beach: $3,567,182.43
Holmes Beach: $8,470,017
2007-08 millage rate
Anna Maria: 1.7886
Bradenton Beach: 2.2579
Holmes Beach: 1.5989
2008-09 maximum millage rate
Anna Maria: 1.7886
Bradenton Beach: 2.1539
Holmes Beach: 1.5989
Sources: Anna Maria, Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach proposed 2008-09 budgets and 2007-08 adopted budgets.

Bradenton Beach shifting
funds to balance budget
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
“It’s all good,” Bradenton Beach Mayor Michael
Pierce said of the city’s 2008-09 financial forecast.
But, he added, that’s because the city set aside rainy
day funds for the drizzle that has begun.
Bradenton Beach city commissioners reviewed a
draft 2008-09 municipal budget July 23 balanced by
shifting money from two capital projects and dipping
into reserves.
The shifting of funds is needed to account for an
anticipated $171,224 drop in revenue due to a decline
in property values and escalating costs, such as fuel and
landfill tipping fees, said Bradenton Beach Police Lt.
John Cosby, who worked on the budget with city clerk
Nora Idso and deputy city clerk Christina Irelan.
They presented the proposed budget to Pierce, Vice
Mayor John Chappie and Commissioners Janie Robertson and Bob Connors at city hall. Commissioner John
Shaughnessy was absent.
To account for the shortfall, Cosby recommended
using $125,000 from the city’s reserve. The city has
about $1.6 million on reserve.
“Six or seven years ago, when things started to turn
around, we really worked hard to lower the millage
rate,” Cosby said. “But we also knew that the housing
market would correct itself. And we put some money
into reserve.”
Cosby also recommended moving $10,000 of the
$22,000 in the capital projects account for improvements to Herb Dolan North Park to general project and
program expenses and possible matching grants.
The commission approved that change during the
meeting.
Cosby also recommended — and the commission
ok’d — moving $15,000 set aside for mitigation of city
hall in the capital projects plan and $3,000 set aside
for a planning vehicle to pay off previously purchased
police vehicles.
The proposed budget is $3,567,182.43 compared
to the 2007-08 budget of $3,688,748.99.
“There are no raises for employees,” Cosby said.
Irelan said the employees are covered by a meritbased pay-raise system and cost-of-living increases are
discretionary. A step-plan for raises was dropped about
four years ago.
Cosby added that the spending plan increases
the amount of the employees’ co-pay and deductible
responsibilities for health care. The city pays 100 percent of employee premiums, but the insured pay copays and deductibles for medical treatment.
“That helped us keep our costs down,” Cosby
said.
The officer also recalculated other insurance costs in
the budget. For example, he said an auto policy included
coverage for nine vehicles that “we don’t own.”
To save money elsewhere, Cosby suggested the
commission select one primary attorney.
“We’re using two separate attorneys and we’re
paying them to do the same work sometimes,” Cosby

said. “We really would like the commission to pick a
lead attorney.… That is a problem.”
Pierce replied, “We are working on that.”
Administrative expenses in the proposed budget
total $380,655.92, with salary being the highest expense
at $189,420. This budget also includes other personnel
costs, as well as $28,000 in attorney fees.
Commission expenses total $195,569, which
includes the city’s $150,000 investment in the Community Redevelopment Agency for historic district
improvements.
The project and program manager budget total is
$110,598, with salaries at $55,100. The budget also includes
additional personnel costs, $4,000 in attorney fees.
The police department budget totals $875,387,
with salaries at $482,300. Attorney fees are budgeted
at $2,000 and costs for gas, oil and tires are budgeted
at $36,000.
Cosby said all the departments are trying to cut
energy and fuel costs, noting that light switches in
buildings will be converted to automatically shut off
after business hours.
“And the chief issued a mandate — if the car ain’t
moving, it ain’t running,” Cosby added.
The city’s emergency operations budget is proposed
at $23,935, with telephone operation being the highest
expense at $12,000.
In the planning and development department, the
largest expense is salaries and wages at $216,775, followed by attorney fees at $108,000.
The budget for facilities management includes
$56,000 in salaries and $20,000 in building repairs and
maintenance.
The streets and roads budget is $187,107, with salaries projected at $84,000, insurance at $11,757, attorney
fees at $3,000 and gas and oli at $3,000.
The sanitation budget is $321,490, with salaries at
$95,680, landfill tipping fees at $88,000, professional services at $4,000, accounting and auditing costs at $4,000
and equipment repair and maintenance at $20,000.
The stormwater management expenses are budgeted
at $159,629 and pier operations at $49,337, including
$2,200 for accounting and auditing, $500 for attorney
fees, $5,000 for insurance, $7,000 fob building repairs
and maintenance and $10,000 in administration fees.
The capital projects budget for 2008-09 is $133,174
and the Tingley Library budget is $15,457, with the largest
expenses being utilities and insurance at $3,500 each.
CRA expenses are projected at $566,100, with
$550,000 to be directed to payments on the loan to
restore the Bridge Street Pier.
Cosby said in the budget preparations there was
discussion about refinancing the pier loan but “we got
such a good rate” the decision was to pay off the existing loan in the next three years.
On the revenue side, the general fund projection is
for $1,131,300 and includes some franchise fees, service taxes, licenses, fees, interest income and fines.
Streets and roads’ revenues are projected at
$124,500, with money coming from gas taxes and state
revenue sharing.
The CRA revenue is projected at $455,000, the
sanitation revenue at $438,720 and the library revenue
at $14,000 — mostly from an interest-earning certificate of deposit.
The budget projects $1,278,766 in revenue from
ad valorem taxes.
During last week’s meeting, the commission voted
to set the maximum millage rate at 2.1539 compared to
the 2007-08 rate of 2.2579.
A mill is $1 for every $1,000 of assessed value of
property less any exemptions. This rate can be lowered
through the adoption of the budget at public hearings on the
spending plan, but it cannot be raised by elected officials.
For a house valued at $525,000 in Bradenton Beach,
minus $25,000 homestead, the property tax bill from
the city for the next year would be $1,076.95.
“I’m just so happy that it worked out as well as it
did,” Pierce said.
“All in all, we’re not as bad off as we could be,”
Cosby said, recalling tougher times when he joined
BBPD 20 years ago.
“When I first got here in ’88, when we got our
paychecks, they told us not to cash them,” he said.
Idso also remembered other troubled financial times
when she went to work at city hall in 1999. “We were
making minimum payments on the Visa,” she said.
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Holmes Beach keeps 2007-08
millage rate, cuts budget
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
Holmes Beach city commissioners authorized the
mayor to sign papers setting the 2008-09 maximum
millage rate at the 2007-08 level: 1.5989 mills.
The commission also explored a draft of the proposed 2008-09 budget, presented July 22 by city treasurer Rick Ashley.
“I’m very pleased to be here tonight talking to you
about a balanced budget that isn’t going to be real painful,” Ashley said. “The reason it has come out better
than it could have been is because in the years when
we had extra money we did not spend that money for
ongoing expenses.”
During the recent boom years in Holmes Beach
and much of Florida, Ashley said the city invested in
capital improvements such as stormwater, dredging
and street projects.
“We spent those dollars on major construction,
one-time projects, and that is the one thing that helped
me this year in putting together this budget with last
year’s millage rate,” he said.
Reports during the last several months, from the
state to the municipal level, have indicated that drastic
cuts in government expenses will lead to layoffs and
reduced services in some governments.
Ashley said Holmes Beach’s proposed 2008-09
budget of $7.96 million is $502,294 less than the
2007-08 budget, yet the city staff still will see a 3
percent cost-of-living increase in their salaries and no
one will be laid off.
The treasurer said in the new budget, stormwater
improvements will be funded only from the improvements fund and not include money from the general
fund.
Additionally, the 2007-08 budget contained funding for improvements to Marina Drive and a higher
funding level for reserves.
During the July 22 meeting, Ashley recommended

i.Wed

commissioners approve a maximum millage rate of
1.5989 mills per $1,000, although city could have gone
as high as 1.9075 with the rate.
“We thought it would be really great to hang it in at
1.5989 mills,” Commission Chair Sandy Haas-Martens
said. “Let the citizens take a break.”
“A lot of people need that,” Commissioner John
Monetti said. “It’s a good budget.”
A mill is $1 for every $1,000 of assessed value of
property less any exemptions. The rate can be lowered
through the adoption of the budget at public hearings
on the spending plan, but it cannot be raised by elected
officials.
For a house valued at $525,000 in Holmes Beach,
minus $25,000 homestead, the property tax bill from
the city for the next year would be $799.45.
“This budget is proposed at 1.5989 mills,” Ashley
said. “The budget that’s presented here is basically a
continuance of existing services. There are no cuts in
services. No cuts in positions. It includes a cost-ofliving raise for 3 percent. It includes any step raises.…
It’s basically a continuance of business as usual.”
Holmes Beach’s proposed budget anticipates $7.96
million in revenues and carryovers, with $3.36 million
coming from local sources, primarily property taxes.
The budget contains $7.96 million in expenditures.
The proposed budget for the mayor/city commis-

On the schedule
Anna Maria City will hold its budget hearing
Sept. 18.
Bradenton Beach has not yet set a date for its
budget hearing.
Holmes Beach will hold its budget hearing at
6:30 p.m. Sept. 8.
By state law, the municipal hearings cannot
take place the same day as a the county commission
budget hearing or the school district hearing.
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Say ‘I do’ to these Island Wedding Professionals

BEAUTY & WELLNESS
ACQUA AVEDA SALON SPA STORE
Hair, nails, make-up, skin and massage
for the bride and the entire bridal party.
5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
941-778-5400 www.acquaaveda.com

BODY & SOL SPA & WELLNESS

Relax...be well for your special day.
We pamper brides head to toe.
Upstairs of The Old IGA in Anna Maria.
941-650-5441 | www.annamariadayspa.com

FLOWERS
SILVIA’S FLOWER CORNER

Unique wedding flowers that will WOW you!
9807 Gulf Dr. Anna Maria, inside Ginny’s.
Call 941-720-0424, or e-mail
flowercorner@tampabay.rr.com

ACCOMMODATIONS
GULF-BAY REALTY

Rentals in all price ranges.
Gulffront homes, condos and multi-unit .
941-778-7244 • 800-771-6043
Visit us at www.gulfbayrealty.com

HALEY’S MOTEL

An Island jewel with 50s charm and
21st century amenities. Perfect for all
weddings and reunions. 941-778-5405
or 800-367-7824 | www.haleysmotel.com

TORTUGA INN BEACH RESORT
TRADEWINDS RESORT

90 well-appointed rooms, apts. & suites
with kitchens, wi-fi, pools, beach and more!
www.tortugainn.com | 941-778-6611
www.tradewinds-resort.com | 941-779-6611

WEDDING CAKES
MATT & DOM’S PASTRY CAFE

CONTACT I-WED EXPERTS
Carrie 941-448-9114
carrie@islander.org
or
Rebecca 941-704-4133
rebecca@islander.org.

sion is $161,745 and includes $45,345 in personnel
costs, $100,000 for reserve contingencies, $5,400
for training and memberships, $9,000 for travel and
$2,000 for operating supplies.
The general government expenditures total
$658,284 and include $332,784 for personnel,
$178,000 for professional services such as legal
expenses, $40,000 for insurance, $21,500 for accounting and auditing, $16,000 for utilities and $17,000 for
operating supplies.
The police department budget totals $2,018,926
and includes $1.6 million for personnel costs, $124,000
for liability, auto and workers compensation insurance,
$85,000 for operating supplies, $32,000 for repairs and
maintenance and $18,000 for utilities.
The public works budget totals $2,057,835 and
includes $803,810 for personnel costs, $532,000 for
professional services, $125,000 for utility services,
$87,000 for insurance, $90,000 for repairs and maintenance and $85,000 for operating supplies.
The code enforcement budget of $142,296 contains $124,596 for personnel costs and $16,600 for
operating expenses.
The proposed budget for stormwater utility projects
is $250,000, including $210,000 in capital outlay.
Mayor Rich Bohnenberger said the stormwater
improvement work would probably be the city’s largest efforts in the next several years.
“We’re pretty much caught up on our infrastructure
needs,” he said. “We don’t have any real big needs at
this time. And we could possibly finish up the dredging
this year.”
The proposed budget also includes the Hagen
Fund, $13,137 in donations for eventual lighting of
the Birdie Tebbetts Field and the carryover and reserve
account would contain $2.66 million.
A public hearing on the budget will take place
at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 8. The hearing is the night before
a regular commission meeting because the Manatee
County School Board has scheduled a budget hearing
Sept. 9. State law prohibits a municipal budget hearing from taking place at the same time as a county or
school district hearing.

Say “I Do” to our unique Wedding Cakes,
desserts, pastries, petits fours and more!
9701 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria
941-778-3909 | www.madpastrycafe.com

MUSIC-ENTERTAINMENT
CHUCK CAUDILL ENTERTAINMENT
Specializing in beach weddings and events.
DJ service, live guitar and more from an
experienced Island professional.
941-778-5676 • chuckcaudill.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
JACK ELKA PHOTOGRAPHY

The finest in Wedding Photography since 1980
Studio located at 315 58th St Holmes Beach
Visit my website at www.jackelka.com
941-778-2711

MEMORIES

BY

BILLI PHOTOGRAPHY

Over the top service at a great value.
A range of packages to suit your needs.
You’ll love your pictures forever!
www.MemoriesbyBilli.com | 941-545-8877

SHERRI’S ISLAND IMAGES

Wedding Photography, Rehearsal Dinners,
Engagement Sessions, Special Events.
www.sherrisislandimages.com
941-345-5135 | Island resident

VIDEOGRAPHY
SILVER VIDEO LLC

Chrisann Esformes, MAMC, Producer/Owner
A personal, unique perspective
on your wedding story.
352-281-3472 | Silvervideollc@gmail.com

INVITATIONS
INVITATION STATION AT DECOR & MORE
Visit our store or shop online for all
your invitation and stationery needs.
6713 Manatee Ave. W, Bradenton
941-792-4235 www.decor-more.com

WEDDING/RECEPTIONS
ROTTEN RALPH’S RESTAURANTS

Now offering catering and banquet facilities
for weddings and private parties.
For catering menu and more information,
Call 941-778-3953.

CAFE

ON THE

BEACH

The perfect setting for weddings, rehearsal
dinners, wedding breakfasts and more!.
4000 Gulf Drive, at the Manatee Public Beach
Call Darlene at 941- 778-0784

MIXON’S

IN THE

GROVE

A Tropical Garden Oasis Setting
Weddings, receptions, rehearsal dinners.
2712 26th Ave E. Bradenton
941-748-5829 x280 | mixonevents.com

BAYSIDE BANQUET HALL

Waterfront weddings, receptions, events
Featuring a great Tiki Bar and Patio.
4628 119th St W, Historic Cortez Village
941-798-2035 | www.baysidebanquethall.com

BRIDAL ATTIRE
THE BEACH SHOP

at the Manatee Public Beach
Pretty white dresses for a casual island
wedding, dresses for the moms too!
Open daily | 941-778-5442

Bayside Banquet Hall, nestled on
Sarasota Bay in the quaint Historic Cortez
Fishing Village, is the perfect place for
wedding rehearsals, ceremonies and
receptions. Owners Stephanie Keene and
Patricia Banyas are proud to introduce
their new Weekday Wedding & Reception
Packages. Enjoy the waterfront hall,
patio and Tiki Bar for up to 5 hours with
up to 50 guests. It’s all furnished and
decorated with tables, chairs, linen,
seashell and candle centerpieces,
decorative lighting, tiki torches and more
plus your choice of three buffet menus. All
for $1700. It’s a great wedding package,
located in a great little slice of old Florida.
Call 941-798-2035 for more information.
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Opinion

Our

Life is good
It must be. It’s on a T-shirt.
But we sense there’s fear in the air. And it’s not for
hurricanes, gangs or crime. It’s about what will happen
when the Anna Maria Island Bridge is closed for 45
days, starting Sept. 29.
The Florida Department of Transportation says that
date can’t be changed, but it won’t pay the price for
their ill-conceived plan. We will.
We, meaning Islanders. Business owners, accommodations and small rental owners, residents and,
even visitors, who may delay their winter retreat to
our shores.
The DOT does not understand Islanders, Island
lifestyles or the Island economy. It wouldn’t have conceived this plan if it did.
And to say we should have spoken earlier is an
insult. We e-mailed. We went to meetings. Even our
elected officials joined the pleadings. Sept. 29 is too
late. October and November begin our winter season.
April — the DOT’s first plan for a 75-day closure
— was unbelievably bad timing, but now the bridge
will close on the heels of summer and the indisputable
worst month of the year for the Island economy, September.
Those who came forward at a recent meeting tried
to impress the DOT of our dire situation, saying they
know “snowbirds” who won’t come back until the
bridge work is done.
More woe for our economy.
Yes, we will have to patronize Island business even
more than we already do. As the community newspaper,
we’re looking for ways we can help our businesses,
readers, residents and visitors through what promises
to be tough times.
We hope to have incentives in place for Islanders
to do business with Islanders and to remind people of
both the possible hardships of maintaining a north-end
business and owners who must support their families.
As if rising gas prices, home foreclosures and the
ghastly economy weren’t bad enough, some businesses
will suffer and some won’t survive summer, let alone
the bridge closure.
Even charter fishing guides fear the startup of their
season will be hindered by the bridge closure.
And there is reduced enrollment and limited numbers of “choice” students whose parents can’t make the
long drive to our elementary school — and the resulting
cuts in staff.
It’s a shame we can’t convince the DOT to plan the
bridge work around us.
Maybe we should take a step back and relook at
the one-lane closure option. It could lessen the burden
for businesses.
But will the DOT hear us now?
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SLICK

Row, row, row your boat.

Opinion

By Egan

Your

Save our shops
If you will pardon my semi-plagiarism, I believe
that it would be appropriate to say: “Now is the time for
all good residents to come to the aid of their island.”
The catastrophic prediction that Anna Maria Island
businesses will be decimated when the Manatee Avenue
bridge closes for 45 days in late September can be
somewhat ameliorated if the 5,000 full-time Island
residents band together for the modern equivalent of
an old-time barnraising.
While it is impossible for the residents alone to
totally offset the financial loss of absent Island visitors,
we can minimize the impact with a little forethought
and planning.
Rule No. 1 is simply “Think Island First.” When
you get into your car for that shopping trip or evening
out, be sure that you first consider all of the Island services before heading to the mainland. Go to the shop,
restaurant, pub or entertainment available on the Island
to satisfy your needs.
Rule No. 2 is “Don’t Forget Rule No. 1.” Our business owners are our friends and neighbors and anything
that we can do to relieve their pain is what we need to
do. When the bridge is reopened, it will be in everyone’s best interest to see that the businesses that were
there when it closed are still there when it opens.
I would suggest that when you exercise Rule No.
1 that you wear a hat, T-shirt or some other item that
clearly says “Anna Maria Island” and identifies you
as an Island resident. By this we can show our business people who their friends are and demonstrate our
support.
Mel Yudofsky, Holmes Beach

Old times
I can remember when Richard Connick was mayor
of Bradenton Beach for 13 years [1973-86]. It took
several years for the citizens to learn of the dictator-like
methods he used to govern the city. He almost devastated the little town. The damage he caused showed in

various administrations thereafter.
I bring this up because John Chappie, formerly mayor
and now a commissioner, supported Connick all those
years. I believe Chappie likes to be where the power is
and he and Manatee County Commissioner Carol Whitmore have become quite a duo. He must believe they will
make a great team if he’s elected to the county commission over incumbent Jane von Hahmann.
I believe big business and big-money developers
are still trying to control our area. It is sad to say, but
it appears some people think they will get elected by
being in their circle. I believe officials need to be individuals and think for themselves.
Long ago, then County Commissioner Pat Glass
said, “We made mistakes by not allowing high-rise
construction.”
It is increasingly clear that the circle I speak of is
the one supporting Chappie and Whitmore.
I wonder if theirs is a move to provide a majority of
votes on the county board to the circle of developers?
My theory was validated in the July 10 Bradenton
Herald article about a meeting on the incorporation
of Lakewood Ranch, at which the business alliance
announced its support for county commission candidate
Larry Bustle (against incumbent Amy Stein), Chappie and Donna Hayes. Chappie, Bustle and Hayes are
members of each other’s host committees. And what is
their agenda?
I write these words of concern for the many people
who remain as I do, dedicated to preserving Manatee
County’s low-key way of life.
Katie Pierola, Bradenton, former mayor of Bradenton Beach

DeFranks farewell
I read The Islander regarding Rick DeFranks
moving from Anna Maria.
Myself and I am sure many other Anna Maria residents will miss DeFranks’ history of speaking out publicly on city issues.
His presence will be missed.
Charlie Daniel, Anna Maria
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Gee gains partial victory in
lawsuit against Anna Maria
By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter
Laura Gee has won one victory in her legal action
against Anna Maria over the issuance of a number of
variances to her neighbors, the Olesen family.
Gee, of 502 S. Bay Blvd., sued the city in December 2007 after it granted multiple variances to the Olesens as part of a court-ordered settlement of a lawsuit
between the city and the Olesens.
Manatee County Circuit Court Judge Paul Logan
ruled in favor of Gee — and against the city — regarding the variance that allowed the Olesens to place airconditioning equipment “along the side of the property
nearest Laura Gee’s property,” city attorney Jim Dye
told Mayor Fran Barford.
Logan’s reason, said Dye, is that “competent, substantial evidence was not presented to the city commission as to the hardship” faced by the Olesen family. The
evidence presented did not show that the Olesens were
suffering a hardship that was not of their own making,
“or not economically based,” Dye continued.
This means that the variance the city issued to the
Olesens is “invalid,” Dye said, and the air-conditioning
equipment is “illegally placed.”
Dye said the Olesens have several options to
remedy the problem, including appealing to the Second
District Court of Appeal, filing for a new variance and
“making a better argument than was presented the first
time through,” or “move the air-conditioning equipment to a place where it does not violate the city’s
codes.”
Additionally, the city can ask for a rehearing or
file an appeal of the order, although Dye recommended
against those options.
The city should “defer” to the Olesens to “see how
they wish to proceed,” he said.
The Olesens have 30 days to make a decision, after
which the city can take enforcement steps against the
air- conditioning equipment placement, said Dye, even

Olesens object

• The lawsuit filed against Holmes Beach by GTE
Mobilnet and Smith Realtors over construction of a
cell tower at 5904 Marina Drive officially ended July
9 when a federal judge signed a consent order to end
the year-long dispute. The order by Judge Elizabeth
Kovachevich required the city to not interfere with construction of the tower and issue all permits and approvals to operate the tower.
• Bradenton Beach city commissioners agreed to
a $1.915 million budget that maintained the city’s ad
valorem tax rate at 2.5508, gave $505,000 to operate
the city’s police department and increased garbage collection fees by 20 percent.
• Holmes Beach police were searching for a man
who robbed the First National Bank of Manatee at 5324
Gulf Drive of an undisclosed amount of cash during the
bank’s afternoon rush hour. The bank teller involved
told police the suspect handed her a note saying he had
a gun and demanding all her cash.

Dye also informed the mayor that the Olesens
“object” to the city placing a sign on “their” side of
the beach path designating a beach access and have
“authorized their attorneys to go to court over their
view that they control half of the path.”
The city has granted the Olesens a variance to build
within the beach access, but has never acknowledged
the Olesens own any of the 10-foot-wide path.
Dye held a shade meeting with the city commission
July 24 to discuss the pending matter.

Who’s on first?
Interestingly, ownership of the beach access path
is the reason all the lawsuits have been filed against the
city, both by the Olesens and Laura Gee.
The matter began in April 2007 when then-building official Kevin Donohue ordered a halt to the Olesens’ remodeling project because he believed it was
encroaching on a city-owned 10-foot-wide right of way
on the north end of the Olesens’ property. The path lies
between the Olesen house and Gee’s home.
Although the Olesens produced letters from city
officials in the early 1980s indicating those officials
believed the Olesens owned the easement, Dye was not
able to find where the city had ever legally vacated the
easement to the Olesens.
The Olesens sued the city, Donohue was dismissed
in a cost-cutting measure, the city agreed to mediation
and eventually the variances were granted by the city
commission as part of a court-ordered settlement.
Gee counter-sued, claiming the air-conditioning
equipment is in a location that interferes with her ability to sleep, among other issues she had with the variances.
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Date
Low
High
Rainfall
July 20
77
91
0
July 21
70
91
0
July 22
80
92
0
July 23
80
91
.20
July 24
77
88
.40
July 25
79
88
.30
July 26
80
90
.20
Average Gulf water temperature: 86 degrees
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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Q&A: Manatee County commission candidates
The Islander

2008
Ask the candidates: District 3
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
Incumbent Jane von Hahmann is facing challenger
John Chappie in the race for Manatee County District
3 commissioner on the Aug. 26 ballot.
The Islander asked the candidates:
The District 3 representative serves a specific
region of the county, which includes Anna Maria Island.
What is the foremost issue in this area? And how do you
plan to address this issue?
John Chappie: The economy, the bridge, safety
and environment — these are all top issues for the
Island as well as District 3.
I will work to develop Manatee County into a
strong sustainable community.
As the district commissioner, my top priority will
be to have regular scheduled and advertised meetings,
working with all Island cities, the city of Bradenton,
Cortez village and the other unincorporated areas of
District 3 by working with local chambers and business to improve the economic, environmental health
and safety of Manatee County.
Jane von Hahmann: The first issue is continuing with our long-term beach renourishment program
because it is an economic catalyst for the Island communities and to Manatee County. I will continue, through
the long-term relationships I have developed, to assure
we continue to meet all requirements to receive federal
and state funds that are vital to our renourishment program. We cannot go it alone on the cost.…
The second issue is to continue to work with our
local legislative delegation to make changes to the way
property is assessed. We must move away from the
“highest and best use” form of assessment. This is a
part of our tax process that has yet to be addressed and
would be of significant use in lowering assessed value
of island properties. I will do this the same way I have
in the past. I worked with Citizens Against Runaway
Taxes and our local state legislators to develop and pass
a tax deferral program at the county level for momand pop-lodging facilities on the islands experiencing
extreme escalation in property values and taxation.
There is more to be done and I am willing to do as
I have in the past and work with the representatives of

John Chappie

Jane von Hahmann

Joe McClash

Greg Witham

our Island communities to get the assessment methods
changed through the Legislature. Together we can get
this job done.
The Islander: How do you think a commissioner
should approach representing both the county and the
district?
Jane von Hahmann: As the district commissioner,
it’s my job to be ever cognizant of the impact board
decisions have on my district.
I have and will continue to educate my fellow commissioners as to the needs of my district, recognizing
that in order to accomplish anything at the board level,
I must be supported by at least three other members.
I have over the last eight years developed good
relationships with the vast majority of the board and,
in having done such, I have been very successful in
addressing the needs of my district at our board level.
John Chappie: I will address all issues as the District 3 commissioner, being representative and accountable not only to the residents of the county but the
residents, taxpayers, businesses of District 3 and the
cities of District 3.

Ask the candidates: District 7
Incumbent Joe McClash is facing Greg Witham in
the at-large Manatee County District 7 commissioner
contest on the Aug. 26 ballot.
The Islander asked the candidates:

The District 7 representative serves countywide.
What is unique about this post on the board?
Joe McClash: I was elected as the first countywide
commissioner in 1990. I try to look after the big-picture
issues such as roads, parks, environment, dredging and
our tourism needs.
I serve on regional boards such as the Metropolitan
Planning Organization, West Coast Inland Navigation
District and Tampa Bay National Estuary Policy.
I have extensive knowledge in areas of transportation, dredging and environmental mitigation and protection.
Greg Witham: As an at-large commissioner you
have the responsibility of representing residents from
all communities within Manatee County. Each with its
own set of unique issues.
This is a very challenging position, one that requires
a great deal of work, perseverance and leadership.

Caution complete
People head into the water at Cortez Beach July
23 after Manatee County health officials lifted an
advisory for the popular spot in Bradenton Beach.
The department had issued a July 16 warning about
higher bacteria levels that could pose health risks,
specifically to people with open wounds. The department said the rise in bacteria resulted from bird feces
washing from an erosion jetty into the water. The
feces had collected during a period of little rain and
washed away in heavy rains. For more information
about water monitoring, go to www.doh.state.fl.us
and click “A-Z topics” for “Beach Water Quality.”
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

MULLET
SALE
Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

Plenty of Patient

Pampering

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”
Come see the difference for yourself!

www.IslandDentalSpa.com

Creating beautiful smiles on
Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key
Dr. Yatros has appeared on
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

JAY HILL

Attorney-at-Law
778-4745

Anna Maria, Florida

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER
5404 MARINA DRIVE
941 778-7978
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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Turtle season brings troubles for shop
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
The owner of a Bradenton Beach ice cream shop
recently questioned whether lighting regulations for
turtle nesting season are fairly applied.
John Pretty of Get the Scoop, 103 Gulf Drive N.,
attended a recent city meeting to inform commissioners
that he is complying with nesting regulations that prohibit the lighting of beaches from sunset to sunrise.
But, Pretty said, compliance has cost him money
and customers.
“We spent a couple hundred dollars on roll-down
shades so that the light doesn’t come out of our building
like it used to,” said Pretty, whose store is on the south
side of city hall.
Now, he said, “we’ve seen a significant drop in our
business after dark. It is difficult for passersby to tell
that we are open. There’s a certain amount of frustration
that has come out of this.”
Pretty said city officials have been helpful in bringing some businesses into compliance, but he questioned
whether all violators get noticed by city code enforcement.
Pretty said Florida Power and Light has an
unshielded light at First Street and Gulf Drive that
illuminates the beach at night.
He also alleged that a sign outside the BeachHouse
Restaurant illuminates the shore.
“On a pole on the beach side of the street is a 5-foot
neon fish that burns brightly every single night and for
some reason, maybe it was off the night of the inspection, they seemed to have escaped,” Pretty said.
“I’m not saying we shouldn’t enforce the ordinances. Just the opposite — that we enforce them
equally,” Pretty said.
Earlier this year, with the arrival of nesting season
in May, city code enforcement officers Gail Garneau
and Wendy Chabot conducted a comprehensive lighting survey on the beach with state Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission agent Jean Higgins.
The survey resulted in a number of letters suggesting lighting improvements to business owners and managers along Gulf Drive, as well as some condominium

associations.
A report from that review cited problems with lighting at nine businesses and two condominium developments, but Higgins did not note problems at the BeachHouse or with the FPL light.
Suzi Fox, the executive director for Anna Maria
Island Turtle Watch, said the BeachHouse’s beach lights
are covered and that other light sources are “not on right
now, even the state said that.”
Fox added that the FWC issued a permit for the
BeachHouse’s neon sign, which also gets turned off at
closing.
“It just doesn’t seem to be drawing hatchlings,”
Fox said, adding that the Island saw its first hatchlings

emerge this week and that people with beachfront
property should be vigilant about keeping lights off
the beach at night.
Caryn Hodge, spokesperson for the Chiles Group,
which owns the BeachHouse, said the restaurant lights
have passed reviews by the city, the state and AMITW,
which is not an enforcement agency but sometimes
offers advise on lighting.
“The Chiles Group adheres to and abides by sea
turtle ordinances,” Hodge said.
Artificial lights can disorient the turtles, drawing them away from the Gulf of Mexico and possibly
resulting in death from dehydration or being run over
by a vehicle.

Nightmare on — or near — Elm Street
Work crews for the Manatee County Utilities Department are expected to be working on Gulf Drive in Anna
Maria throughout August with installation of new pipes. The county told Mayor Fran Barford they should complete their project in mid- to late August. In the interim, expect traffic delays during daylight hours on weekdays. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Come see our new
Summer Stock
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Tide and Moon Jewelry
Island’s best selection
of chunky-funky sterling
and stone jewelry.
Find us at

Club Bamboo

2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

Save Gas
Shop Local!

Native
plants!

Everything Unde
Under The Sun
Garden Cen
Center
• Yard and Pool Care
• Landscape Design & Installation
• Large Selection of Plants & Trees
• Irrigation, Repairs, Installation

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441
Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

Spice Rack
Indian • British • Thai
Asian • Mediterranean

Foods, Spices and Ready-To-Eat Foods

AAsk about private cooking classes and demonstrations.
7445 Manatee Ave. W. (Albertsons Plaza)
941-792-6200 • www.spicerackstores.com

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.
Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught
Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp,
Panﬁsh and much more.
Planning a ﬁshing trip? Call about our
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.
Cortez, Florida

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

A heron on the shore of Sarasota Bay. Bradenton Beach wants to formalize a mooring and anchorage area
along the coast south of the Historic Bridge Street Pier. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Bids for boating plan under
review in Bradenton Beach
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
Bradenton Beach city officials are reviewing two
proposals to develop a recreational boating master
plan.
The city received three bids from firms seeking
to develop a plan that would lead to the creation of a
mooring field and establishing other boating amenities. The IBI Group, Scheda Ecological Associates and
PBS&J submitted bids on the project in mid-July.
Meeting July 21, city commissioners prioritized the
proposals for further consideration, selecting the lowest
bidders, the IBI Group and Scheda.
The commission was scheduled to hear presentations on the proposals at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.,
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, July 29, after The Islander went to
press for the week.
An act of the Florida Legislature in 2006 authorized
the expansion of Bradenton Beach’s boundaries 500
feet into the waterways surrounding the city. City officials sought the expansion to pursue the creation of an
anchorage and mooring field, which will be located in
Sarasota Bay south of the Historic Bridge Street Pier.
The city has completed a number of tasks required
to establish the mooring field, including mapping the
area seagrasses and building a harbormaster’s office on
the renovated pier.
The city also secured a $39,200 grant from the

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
to hire a consultant to help create a recreational boating
master plan.
The request for bids outlined the scope of the project:
“Services relating to consultation, investigation, study, feasibility, planning and reporting. The work entails involvement with the public, analyzing current conditions, producing the needed documents for a legal review to institute
a managed anchorage and mooring field, complete applications for buoys and markers, any engineering required
for permitting, final design phase of non-motorized launch
sites within the city boundaries, cost estimates to institute
launches” and the mooring field.
Scheda proposed doing the job for $44,000 and IBI
for $39,200, the amount of the FWC grant.
City project and program manager Lisa Marie Phillips offered an evaluation of both proposals.
Regarding Scheda’s, Phillips said, “I love the way
this proposal reads — it is the most focused on our
needs.”
However, Phillips said, the proposal did not address
the city’s request to study establishing non-motorized
launches.
Regarding the IBI Group proposal, Phillips said the
firm submitted a previous bid that the city pursued but
“had trouble negotiating a contract.”
She added, “They do a good job of including both
project areas of study.”

Dining measure doesn’t
completely satisfy
Summer Sizzlin Sale Days
at ABC Rentals and sales

20% off
Life is C_ _P T-shirts
Reg. $19.99
Now $16.99
expires 8/08/08

Rent any
2 baby
items and
receive
the 3rd
item free.
expires 8/08/08

ABC Rentals
Baby and Beach Rentals

929-1850 • 12408 Cortez Rd. W
or visit us at: www.abcbabyrental.com

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
Estella Freeman left the Holmes Beach City Commission meeting like a diner not quite satisfied with her
meal.
At the request of Freeman via City Commissioner
David Zaccagnino, the commission embarked on an
update of the city’s outdoor dining ordinance in February. On July 22, the commission held the first reading of
a revised outdoor dining ordinance. The vote to approve
was 3-1, with Commissioners Pat Morton, John Monetti
and Sandy Haas-Martens voting yes and Zaccagnino
voting no. Commissioner Pat Geyer was absent, on the
mend following surgery earlier this summer.
Zaccagnino voted no and Freeman, co-owner of
Skinny’s Place on Gulf Drive, left city hall unsatisfied because the new ordinance may not help Skinny’s
expand its outdoor seating.
The restaurant, a grandfathered commercial operation on property zoned residential, is classified as a
legal non-conforming use in the city.

Thus, Skinny’s must either seek a zoning change to
commercial or take its expanded outdoor dining plans
to the Holmes Beach Board of Adjustment.
Both Zaccagnino and Freeman had hoped the city’s
plan for allowing an expansion of outdoor dining could
have been simpler — increasing the allotted eight seats
for each restaurant to 12 seats, 16 seats or more.
“Eight was a magic number,” Zaccagnino said.
“Why didn’t we just go to a magic 20 or a magic 15?”
Noting that the Beach Bistro’s operation also is
classified as a legally non-conforming use, the commissioner said, “Basically … these two restaurants could
be out of the loop if the BOA turns them down.… Isn’t
there some other vehicle?”
“We’re worried we might get stuck at the board
of adjustment,” Freeman said. “We might possibly be
stuck there and we’ve been the main ones wanting this.
For us, that’s a real big problem in the ordinance.”
Haas-Martens replied, “The board of adjustment is the
PLEASE SEE DINING, NEXT PAGE
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The Florida Department of Transportation spends a rainy Thursday working at the traffic circle at Gulf Drive
and Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

A.M.I. VIDEO

Dining ordinance questioned
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
proper procedure for anything that is grandfathered in.”
Mayor Rich Bohnenberger said Freeman could
consider seeking a zoning change, which could eliminate the restaurant’s non-conforming status.
Bohnenberger added, “I don’t think it is proper to
hold up passage of this ordinance because we have an
issue with one property. We can always revisit that.”
The ordinance, scheduled for a final reading Aug.
12, would allow restaurants to expand outdoor dining
— allowed from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. weekdays and from
7 a.m. to 11 p.m. weekends — provided certain requirements are met.
Specifically, the ordinance would require:
• Applications be made to the mayor, or the mayor’s
designee, likely city staff.
• Applications be accompanied by an authorization
from the property owner.
• Applications contain a site plan that includes “the
proposed location of the outdoor dining area, showing
dimensions, ingress/egress access, exits and the proposed number of outdoor seats and tables.”
• Applications include a description of existing
inside seats and tables and permitted parking spaces.
• Applications include an explanation of how the
outdoor dining area will complement the existing
building and not create the need for additional parking
spaces.
• Applications also be approved by the West Manatee Fire Rescue District.
The proposed ordinance states that “parking must
be addressed” as an issue, that no food preparation take
place in the outdoor dining area, that outdoor seats
cannot be moved indoors and that outdoor seats not
encroach on rights of way and not “interfere with onsite vehicular and pedestrian circulation, parking and
loading areas.”
The commission on July 12 also approved amending the comprehensive plan to include a public schools
element, a new requirement from the state.
The inclusion of the public schools element in
the plan is required under the city’s interlocal agreement with Manatee County, the school board and other
municipalities.
The element identifies a number of goals and
objectives, the foremost being to “maintain coordination and cooperation between the school board of
Manatee County and participating local governments”
in regards to emergency planning, concurrency and
capacity issues.
In other business, commissioners discussed:
• A proposed franchise agreement with TECO/
Peoples Gas, which is installing a natural gas line to
the Island, beginning in Bradenton Beach.
• An early draft of the city’s 2008-09 budget, which
will begin Oct. 1.
• A proposed resolution to allow Waste Management Inc. refuse collectors to begin pickups at 6 a.m.
rather than 7 a.m. if needed during the 45-day closure
of the Anna Maria Island Bridge in September.
The next commission meeting will be at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 12, with the outdoor dining, Waste Management and TECO Peoples Gas matters again on the
agenda.

Circle sees VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV
improvements $1 OFF

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock
plus a large Independent Section

WITH THIS COUPON

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
The Florida Department of Transportation is
improving the roundabout in Bradenton Beach.
City and state officials expect the improvements to
be completed before Aug. 4, when the DOT will begin
work to extend a turn lane on Gulf Drive at the Cortez
Road intersection.
The left-turn lane on the southbound side of Gulf
Drive is expected to be lengthened about 750 feet to
ease traffic flow.
When the Anna Maria Island Bridge closes for 45
days beginning Sept. 29, vehicles will be detoured to
travel to and from the Island on Cortez Road. That will
put a lot of vehicles at Cortez Road and Gulf Drive in
Bradenton Beach, an area already heavily traveled.
The roundabout work on the state road is not part
of the preparations for the bridge closure but rather
a DOT maintenance project, said Bradenton Beach
Mayor Michael Pierce.
“We want to improve the ADA access there,”
Pierce said, referring to Americans with Disabilities
Act. “Also, a lot of the [bricks] in the path have moved
and we need to make it so it is not a stumbling place
for people.”
City public works director Tom Woodard said brick
pavers will be repaired at the intersection, entrances widened and enhanced with ramps to better accommodate
wheelchairs and new features added to help people with
sight-impairments better navigate the roundabout.
“They’re putting in truncated domes,” Woodard
said. “Those are used to help people know where they
are when they are leaving or getting on a sidewalk.”
Cindy Clemmons-Adente of the DOT said the project would cost about $4,700.
Bradenton Beach’s roundabout was created in
1992, apparently the first in the state.
A study by the Insurance Institute of Highway
Safety, Ryerson Polytechnic University and the University of Maine found a 5-to-1 decline in the number of
vehicle crashes after the construction of the Bradenton
Beach roundabout.
In general, the researchers found that crashes at
intersections dropped by 38 percent after the installation of roundabouts and injury-related crashes dropped
by 76 percent.

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVDS OR VHS-GET 1 FREE
779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Island Yoga Space presents:

Developing your personal
self-care practice
with Kathleen Gallen LMT/ RYT 200

9:30am-Noon • Aug 9 • $30
Learn self massage, breath work
and gentle yoga poses.

Register Now!
941-713-1637 • kakagallen@hotmail.com
9805 Gulf Drive • (upstairs at Body & Sol Spa)
Anna Maria, FL • www.islandyogaspace.com • 941-778-3149

$20$18
$76
$118
Prices subject to change

New Location!
5508 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, FL, 34217
941.778.3636

SUMMER FRESH

Island Rotary welcomes
new members
The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island recently
welcomed five new members, bringing its membership
to 35 people.
New members include Annamarie Reithmiller,
Michael Klotz, Ava Hils, Berni Volkmann, and Brad
Volkmann.
The club has adopted a “Make Dreams Real” theme
for the next year of Rotary activities, including the
Extravaganza and Casino Night scheduled for March
14, 2009. Rosann Creed and Dantia Gould will serve
as chairs for the club’s biggest fundraiser.

hair • skin • massage • nails • makeup

OPEN 7 DAYS!
5311 gulf drive holmes beach in the Tidemark shops
941 .778.5400

acquaaveda.com
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Church reaches 50-year milestone
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
One of Gloria Dei’s glorious days arrived 50 years
ago Aug. 3.
The new Lutheran church held its first service Aug.
3, 1958, at the Annie Silver Community Center in Bradenton Beach.
So this Sunday, also Aug. 3, the church, 6608
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, will host a special service
at 9:30 a.m. followed by a brunch at 11 a.m., according
to the Rev. Rosemary Backer.
At the time Gloria Dei was established, Anna Maria
Island was home to Baptist, Episcopal, Catholic and two
non-denominational churches, but not a Lutheran church.
Some Islanders began organizing to establish a
Lutheran church with the support of the Rev. Walter
Jennings Moretz at Trinity Lutheran in Bradenton.
A church history stated, “The closest Lutheran
church on the mainland was too far away to keep children interested.… There was no bus service and, even
though two new bridges eliminated a scary ride on rickety planks, the 30-cent toll was a barrier. The price of
land was going up every day, so it would have to be
purchased soon if a church were to be built.”
A group called the Island Missionary Society met in
October 1957 and prepared a letter to Donald Hauser of
the American Missions of the United Lutheran Church
in America. The IMS proposed establishing an Island
church and “the board responded positively.”
Seventy-five people attended the first service.
To commemorate the event, Backer hopes to gather
historical materials, conduct a pop quiz on American culture in 1958 and even use an original church bulletin.
Gloria Dei formally became a congregation of the
Florida Synod on Feb. 1, 1959, and the church plans to
mark that 50th anniversary with another, even bigger
celebration, Backer said.
Gloria Dei held services at Annie Silver until May
13, 1962. The Rev. Frank Lyerly, the missionary developer in Gloria Dei’s earliest days, became the church
pastor in 1959. He served through the construction of
the church building that was designed by Victor Lundy,
a student of Frank Lloyd Wright.
Lyerly left in 1963 and then returned in 1974, serving a total of 18 years at Gloria Dei.
Pastors at Gloria Dei have included the Revs.

Gloria Dei’s timeline
• 1958: The Rev. Frank Lyerly begins work
as mission developer for the church.
• Aug. 3, 1958: The church’s first worship
service takes place at Annie Silver Community
Center in Bradenton Beach.
• Feb. 1, 1959: The church’s congregation
is formally organized.
• June 1959: Lyerly becomes pastor of
Gloria Dei.
• 1961: Three acres are purchased in
Holmes Beach for a new church building.
• Aug. 20, 1961: A groundbreaking service
takes place.
• May 13, 1962: The first service is held in
the new sanctuary.
• 1964: The church building is completed.
• 1969: A cross is added to the building.

Lester M. Utz from 1964-1967, Franklyn Lambert from
1967-1974, Danith Kilts from 1993-2003 and Backer
from 2006.
In addition to celebrating its 50th anniversary in
2008-09, Gloria Dei is planning a heroes’ celebration
for 9:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 28.
During a special service, Gloria Dei’s congregation will recognize members of local police and fire
departments, who will be invited to attend the program
in uniform, Backer said.
For more information about Gloria Dei or the celebrations, call the church at 941-778-1813.

A postcard for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in
Holmes Beach. Islander Image: Courtesy the State
Archives of Florida

The Rev. Rosemary
Backer, center, at the alter
of Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church in Holmes Beach.

URGENT CARE CENTER
OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm

WALK-INS WELCOME
We’re available to tend to
your urgent care needs
Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations
Simple Fractures • Sprains

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton
941-761-1616

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Roser Memorial Community Church
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!
Sunday 9:30am – Traditional Worship

Come Celebrate Christ

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

778-1813 • 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach • www.gloriadeilutheran.org

ALLERGY AFFILIATES CHRISTIE’S
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors
PLUMBING
Adults and Children

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County

Elaine Waters, M.D.

Tanglewood Professional Center
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton
Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75
Convenient to East County

(CFC057778)

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus

SERVING TWO AREAS

Call for Holy Days

Transportation & Nursery Available

Celebrate with us!

Call 792-4151

Summer Schedule
Sundays
Holy Eucharist - 9:00 am
Religious Education Classes
Children/9 am - Adults/10:15 am

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am
Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

Fellowship follows
Sunday Service

NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME
WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

4408 Gulf Drive - Holmes Beach
941-778-1638
www.annunciationami.org

A Non-Denominational Christian Church
Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

John Cella, M.D.

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome!

Mon-Sat. 8 am - Morning Prayer
Thurs. 9:30 am - Eucharist/Healing

FREE Testing / Evaluation
OPEN SAT.

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

778-3924 OR 778-4461

5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH
LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

In just one week, your child can
complete a full course of READING
(a revolutionary ‘sound-to-code’
accelerated program). The course
runs Monday-Friday, three hours
per day. Ages 6-16.
Call now for an appointment:
Reading Therapist
941.795.0303
Advertise here and reach more than 20,000
people weekly with your ad –for as little as $12!

Call 778-7978

Streetlife
Island police reports
Anna Maria City
No reports.
Bradenton Beach
July 22, 2300 block Avenue C, driving with
license suspended. Officers stopped a man and, after
a record check revealed his license had been suspended, told him to not drive. He was later seen driving and was arrested.
July 24, 1900 block Gulf Drive South, driver’s
license. Officers stopped a driver without working
rear lights. A record check revealed the driver did not
have a valid driver’s license and he was arrested.
Holmes Beach
July 18, 600 block Key Royale Drive, burglary.
The complainant said that someone took a lawn edger
from his garage.
July 20, 5801 Marina Drive, skate park, trespass.
Officers were called after dispatchers observed two
youths at the skate park on bicycles. The youths were
asked to leave and later returned. They were issued
trespass warnings.
July 21, 200 block 67th Street, theft. The complainant said someone took a bicycle from her rental
property.
July 21, 7000 Gulf Drive, theft. The complainant
said someone took two bicycles from his home.
July 22, 5700 Marina Drive, warning. Officers
stopped a vehicle that was being driven erratically
without headlights. The driver said she was attempting to buy crack cocaine but was unable to locate the
correct residence. Paraphernalia was confiscated from
the vehicle, but no drugs were found. She was issued
a verbal warning.
July 22, 200 block 72nd Street, theft. The complainant said someone took a scooter and bicycle
from her home.
July 23, 3007 Gulf Drive, Anchor Inn, theft. The
complainant said she left her purse on the bar and,
when she returned, it was gone.
July 23, Key Royale, water violations. Officers
responded to several water violation calls and left
notices at apparently unoccupied dwellings.
July 23, 500 block 67th Street, fraud. The complainant said he received a check and letter in the
mail. He was advised to ignore the offer.
July 23, 300 block 66th Street, burglary. The complainant said someone broke into her screened porch
and took two coolers containing a large amount of
alcoholic beverages.
July 24, 4000 Gulf Drive, trespass. Officers
responded to a complaint of a customer at the beachfront restaurant being belligerent. Management
requested she be issued a trespass warning, and she
left the establishment.

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices
of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, travels and other events. Please send notices
and photographs with detailed captions — along with
complete contact information — to news@islander.org
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

HOT NEW
BUMPER
STICKERS

$

1

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER
5404 MARINA DRIVE
HOLMES BEACH
Mail order $2
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HBPD hires new officer
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
Brian Hall knew growing up he wanted to become
a police officer.
He also knew he wanted to work in Holmes Beach,
the city developed by
his great-grandfather
Jack Holmes in the late
1940s.
Hall recently joined
the Holmes Beach Police
Department as a patrol
officer, filling a vacancy
created when Steve
Wolff replaced Terri
Davis, who resigned, as
detective.
Hall started with
HBPD in mid-July on
HBPD Officer Brian Hall
days, but was expecting
to eventually go to work on the midnight shift.
For the eight years prior to joining HPBD, Hall
worked as a deputy with the Manatee County Sheriff’s

Office.
“I was on patrol and selective enforcement,” he
said during an interview with The Islander at HBPD.
Hall spent his early childhood in Florida, living in
Bartow and often visiting Anna Maria Island.
He attended high school in Crystal Lake, Ill., and
returned to Florida in 1996, living in Holmes Beach
and then Bradenton.
“I’ve been in town about five years,” Hall said.
“I’m hoping to get back out here soon. My mom’s
whole family is here.”
Hall said when he made the decision to go into law
enforcement, he had hoped to get a job with HBPD.
“It’s pretty neat to be here,” he said. “I have all my
memories as a kid being out here.”
Law enforcement, he said, is “just something I
always wanted to do, even as a kid.”
The job of a patrol officer, said Hall, is service-oriented. “I pretty much patrol the city,” he
said. “I answer calls for service.… It’s a safe
community, but you still have things occur. You
can’t let your guard down because things happen
everywhere.”

Victim declines to pursue charges
A victim in a fight outside D.Coy Duck’s bar July
11 has apparently declined to press charges in the case,
prompting police to close the case.
According to police, Jeff Haskins, 39, of Bradenton
Beach, was found in the parking lot near the bar, 5410
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, at about 10:40 p.m. July
10 with a head wound.
He was taken to Bayfront Medical Center in St.
Petersburg in critical condition but has since been
released, according to the hospital.
Holmes Beach Police Lt. Dale Stephenson had
described the incident as a fight that escalated and
HBPD was investigating the situation as an aggravated
battery and issued descriptions of two suspects, both of
them men about 28-32 years old.
In addition to interviewing the victim, police interviewed at least six witnesses.
One witness told police that the fight began inside
the bar, where he saw two men joking about pouring a
beer on a third man, believed to be Haskins.
The witness said Haskins had left the bar, drove
away, then returned to the parking lot with a beach
umbrella he allegedly used to hit one of the suspects.
The witness said one of the suspects then grabbed
hold of the umbrella and began using it to hit Haskins
and the other suspect used an unidentified object to hit
the victim while he was on the ground.
“The attack took all of 30 seconds,” a witness said,
according to an incident report released July 28.
Another witness erroneously reported that the
victim was beaten by 12 men from North Port, one of
a number of rumors that circulated in the weeks after
the incident.
Police also reviewed possible evidence leading to
the identity of the suspects. Video surveillance cameras
exist in the area. Also, the bar uses a scanner system to
check the validity of identification cards.
On July 24, HBPD detective Steve Wolff interviewed Haskins after his release from the hospital.

Wolff’s report said, “Haskins stated that he remembered having beer spilt on him at the bar and remembered getting into his car and parking it behind the
hardware store.
“Haskins admitted that he was furious and went
after the two men, but doesn’t remember anything
else.”
Wolff also reported that “Haskins stated that he did
not want anything done; he just wanted to put this incident behind him. He said that he did not want to press
charges and asked to sign a waiver of prosecution.…
Haskins stated that he is thankful that this whole deal
is over.”

Cramer home invasion
trial set for January
The jury trial of the two men charged in the
April 17 home invasion in Anna Maria involving former City Commissioner Linda Cramer
has been scheduled for Jan. 20, 2009.
Michael Gambuzza and Christopher
Drescher are charged with one count each of
home invasion and robbery, a first-degree felony,
and one count each of false imprisonment, a
third-degree felony. Drescher and Gambuzza
have entered not guilty pleas to the charges.
The suspects remain in the Manatee
County jail on a $175,000 bond each and Judge
Janette Dunnigan has refused to lower the bail
amount.
Drescher is represented by attorney Michael
Reiter, while counsel for Gambuzza is John
Fleck.
The case will come up for a docket sounding on Sept. 4.

Sweet Grecian urn. You
say you found that in
the Islander classifieds?

Yeah, and I got a
great deal on it, too.

Awesome. Next time
you should get
yourself some pants.
Reach 20,000 people for as little as $12!

CLASSIFIEDS
Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive
941.778.7978 • www.islander.org
classifieds@islander.org
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Reeling in fun, funds for Center
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
“I got one. I got one,” Felicity Lord, 3, shouted as
she reeled in her fishing line at the Anna Maria City
Pier July 26.
At the end of her line, dangling about three inches
above Saturday’s mellow water, was a piece of squid.
Never mind that the squid was Felicity’s bait, she was
one happy fisher.
Felicity was one of about 40 kids who competed
in a children’s contest, part of the Anna Maria Island
Community Center’s Fishing Tournament that began
with a captain’s meeting July 25 at St. Bernard Catholic
Church in Holmes Beach and concluded with a banquet
July 27 at the Center in Anna Maria. A total of $16,000
in cash prizes were at stake for adult fishers.
About 30 fishers went out on boats late July 25,
most of them planning to fish near shore, but six were
bound for off-shore waters, said the Center’s Bob Vita,
who coordinated the tournament.
“We’ve got them in from St. Petersburg, Tampa, Ruskin,
Sarasota and local,” Vita said of the entrants in the big tournament. “And we’ve got the best of the best. We have a lot
of locals and a lot of very determined fishermen.”
Galati Marine in Anna Maria City and the 59th
Street Boat Ramp on the Manatee River in Bradenton
were the two designated weigh-ins, with the last boats
required to arrive by 11:59 p.m. July 26.
“And they’ll go to the last minute,” Vita said as he
prepared to head out on the pier to watch the children
fish.
Michael Harrington, 13, was among the first in the
children’s tournament to reel in fish — catching two
snapper within the first 30 minutes.
“I just like catching a fish,” Michael said as he
lifted his line to make sure his bait shrimp was still on
the hook.
Quinn McNulty, 6, fished with his father and grandfather on the pier. Still early in the tournament he had
caught five fish, including snapper and flounder.
“I like it because it’s really fun,” he said of the
sport.
Quinn’s grandfather, Ernie Florio, added, “We’re
here at least once or twice a week.”
“I just love fishing,” said Devon Cole, 10, who cast
out from the back of the pier. “I was born with it.”
Devon had seen a few nibbles in the mid-morning,
but nothing close to the 4-foot snook he once reeled in
with his Shakespeare pole.
“My dad taught me a few things,” Devon said. “But
he’s not really a fisherman. Mostly I just learned.”
Sharing a bench with Devon, Matthew Wilson,
13, reeled in a pinfish that he had measured and then
returned to the water.
“I just love this,” said Matthew, of Liverpool, England. “It’s great fun. “I have got a few friends with the
Center and they said, ‘Come along.’”
Under shade at the pier, Megan Kotkowski, 16, and
her mother, Dawn McCall, measured the catches. Both
are supporters of the Center and McCall is a member of
the Anna Maria Island Privateers, which assisted with
the tournament.
“So far we’re seeing mostly pinfish and mangrove
snapper,” said McCall, known among the Privateers as
“Twice Baked.”
Megan’s duty was to hold the flopping fish on the
measuring stick.
“This one’s 10 and a half,” she called out.
She turned as a child approached with another
catch.
“That’s the ugliest fish I’ve seen today,’ Megan
said, looking into the eyes of a toadfish.
She knew the fish by name.
“I’ve been fishing my whole life,” she said.
Sisters Felicity and Renee Polite, 5, said they’re
relative newcomers to the sport.
“My brother taught me how,” Renee said. “Sometimes
we go in our backyard to a pond. This is my first time here.”
And, she added, “I hope a catch a fish — a big
one.”
Vita said proceeds from the tournament were still
being collected, but that the Center had covered its
costs, estimated at $22,000.
“We’re trying to get 10 percent over that,” Vita
said. “Funding as a whole has been down for organizations. We know we made the break-even costs, but we
hope to do a lot better.”

Angling for
a catch
Matthew
Wilson, 13,
of Liverpool,
England,
reaches to
bait his line
during the
Anna Maria
Island Community Center’s children’s
fishing tournament July 26
at the Anna
Maria City
Pier. Islander
Photos:
Lisa Neff

Little
anglers
and
their
assistants
at the
Anna
Maria
Island
Community
Center’s
children’s
fishing
tournament.

Left, Ernie Florio baits a
hook for his grandson, Quinn
McNulty, 6, during the Anna
Maria Island Community
Center’s fishing tournament
July 26.
Below Felicity Lord, 3, right,
and her sister, Renee Polite,
5, fish in the kid’s tournament.

Inshore winners: 1st place, Bobo Team, Capt. Allen Bobo,
Points 538 ($3,000); 2nd, Anna Maria Charters, Capt. Erik Nicholson, Points 495.47 ($2,000); 3rd, Bada Bing, Capt. David Darnell,
Points 479.36 ($1,000); 4th, Shallow Dreams, Capt. Roger Waldron, Points 477.54 ($500); 5th, Reel ‘Em In, Capt. Gary Wood,
Points 468 ($300), 6th, Sheeps Head, Capt. Cody Summers, Points
449.5 ($300); 7th, Oswald Trippe, Capt. Scott Townsend, Points
444 ($250); 8th, Hands Down, Capt. Art Weaver, Points 434 ($250);
9th, Getcha Sum, Capt. RC Martinez, Points 424.5 ($200); 10th,
Team Merrill Lynch, Capt. John Vita.
Offshore winners 1st, Team Galati, Capt. Chris Galati, Points
429.6 ($3,000); 2nd, X-Treme Fishing, Capt. Tommy Butler; Points
315.3 ($2,000); 3rd, We Need Many, Capt. Central Market, Points
284.2 ($1,000); 4th, Wet Willy, Capt. Hank Williams, Points 270.4
($500); 5th, Buggin Out, Capt. Glen Gee, Points 247 ($300); 6th,
Sun, Capt. Joey Mattay, Points 234.4 ($300); 7th, Gulf Coast Choppers
Capt. Chris Cramer, Points 209.8 ($250); 8th, Coca Cola, Capt.
Eric Clark, Points 59.4 ($250).
Vita, with Merrill Lynch, and Central Market donated their
prizes back to the Center.
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Obituaries
Lee R. Edwards
Lee R. Edwards, 64, of Palmetto and formerly of Holmes
Beach, died July 24. He was born in Akron, Ohio, and moved
to this area from there in 1970.
Mr. Edwards was a member of Westside Christian
Church. He was the founding president of the West Bradenton
Kiwanis Club in 1973 where he had more than 20 years of
perfect attendance. He was instrumental in building Greenhouses for Girls Club, MARC and Jo Burta Bullock School.
He started West Bradenton Kiwanis-Manatee Broncos in 1978
so more young kids could play youth football. He was a freshman football coach at Manatee High School. He was active in
the Manatee High School Football Booster Club and helped
remodel the stadium and weight room in the 1980s and 90s.
He helped start up the Manasota Stars semi-pro football team.
He built football and soccer buildings at G.T. Bray Park. He
was instrumental in organizing the Christmas Party for the
Jo Burta Bullock School for challenged children. He was a
certified diver and an avid fisherman.
A memorial service will be held at 6 p.m. Wednesday,
July 30, at Westside Christian Church, 3512 15th Ave. W.,
Bradenton FL 34205. Memorial donations can be made to
Westside Christian Church or Anna Maria Island Community
Center, P.O. Box 253, Anna Maria FL 34216. Brown & Sons
Funeral Homes & Crematory 43rd St. Chapel is in charge
of arrangements. On-line condolences can be sent to www.
brownandsonsfuneral.com.
Survivors include his wife; Carla L.; son Troy of Bradenton; daughter Kimberly Edwards of Milton, Fla.; mother
Betty Dial of Bradenton; brother Bill Edwards of Bradenton; sisters Joyce Thompson of San Antonio, Texas and
Becky Surgenor of Jonesborough, Tenn.; and four grandchildren, Ashlie, Zachary and Bethany Odom and Adrienne
Edwards.

James E. Hanson
Jim Hanson, a reporter for The Islander newspaper since
1995, died on the Fourth of July.
Memorial services will be at 4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 2, at
2990 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota. A memorial fund has been
established in Jim’s name in care of the Anna Maria Island
Privateers, with proceeds to go to a journalism scholarship.
Checks should be made out to AMI Privateers and mailed to
The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

Vincent A. Kost Jr.
Vincent A. Kost Jr., 70, of Longboat Key, died July 20.
Mr. Vincent moved to Sarasota in 1994 and to Longboat
Key in 2001. He was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. He graduated
Worcester Polytechnic Institute with a degree in electrical
engineering. He worked for United Illuminating Company
of New Haven, Conn., until he retired in 1994.
Memorial donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas Place, Memphis TN
38105, and online at www.stjude.org. Arrangements are by Brown
& Sons Funeral Homes & Crematory, 26th Street Chapel.
He is survived by two sisters, Vivian A. Laskarzewski and
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WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

husband Francis and Patricia A. Murad and husband Peter;
brother Robert J. Kost and wife Joanne, all of Newtown, Conn.;
and several nieces and nephews.

Jon Timothy ‘Tim’ Lease
Jon Timothy Lease (Tim), 45, Bradenton, formerly of
Holmes Beach, died July 16.
There will be a celebration of Tim’s life for all friends
and family members from noon-3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 3, at
the Palma Sola Botanical Gardens at 9800 17th Ave. N.W.,
Bradenton. People are encouraged to bring photos of Tim
and stories to share.

Anna Mildred Marcheck
Anna Mildred Marcheck, 94, of Holmes Beach, died
July 16. She was born in Pittsburgh, Pa., the eldest of nine
children.
As a young woman, Mildred became an accomplished
seamstress. She married Joseph Marcheck on Aug. 29, 1940,
and together they had five children. She taught third-grade
at St. Margaret’s Catholic School in Greentree from 1960 to
1980. She then began volunteering and working at Marian
Manor, a Catholic nursing home in her community. She vacationed regularly on Anna Maria Island from 1984 to 1995. In
May of 1996, Mildred moved to the home she would share
with her daughter in Holmes Beach for the next 12 years.
Mrs. Marchek attended St. Bernard Catholic Church,
where she served as a member of the Women’s Guild and as
a Eucharistic minister to those unable to attend mass. She
also volunteered in the church office. Mildred also had volunteered with Hospice of Bradenton. She was passionate about
baseball and faithfully supported the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Arrangements were made by William Slater II Funeral
Services of Pittsburgh. A funeral Mass was held at St. Margaret’s Catholic Church July 21. A Memorial Mass will be held
at St. Bernard Church in Holmes Beach at a future date.
She is survived by her son, William Marcheck and wife
Helen; four daughters, Anne Doran and husband William,
Joan Miller and husband William and Mary Catherine Amin,
all of Pittsburgh, and Barbara Marcheck of Holmes Beach;
and 15 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren, the youngest of whom is Drake Hugh Doran, born June 24, 2008.

William John Sandhoff Jr.
William John Sandhoff Jr., 80, of Bradenton, died July 25.
Mr. Sandhoff served in the U.S. Navy in World War II
and Korea and for two tours of duty in Vietnam in the SeaBees. His great passions in life were his family, friends, his
dog, Kingsley, softball and boating. He was a member of the
VFW and a past member of the Power Squadron.
A memorial service was held July 28 at the Mixon at
Mixon Fruit Farms, 2712 26th Ave E., Bradenton. Memorial
contributions may be made to Bayside Community Church
Building Fund, P.O. Box 20997, Bradenton FL 34204 or to
Tidewell Hospice, 3355 26th St. W., Bradenton FL 34205.
He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Luci; daughter
Janet Mixon and husband Dean of Anna Maria; sons Bill and
wife Ginger of Bradenton, Don and wife Sue of Ellenton;
and 14 grandchildren and seven great grandchildren.

Get ready
for 2008-09
school
year
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter
The Anna Maria Elementary School administrative office reopened this week and AME
principal Tom Levengood is urging parents of
kindergarten and new students not yet registered to stop by and complete the process.
Also, fourth- and fifth-grade students’ Florida
Comprehensive Assessment Test scores for the
2007-08 school are available at the administrative
office from 8 a.m. to noon, and 1:30 p.m. to 3:30
p.m.
Levengood said the much-awaited class
assignments for the new school year will be
posted on the cafeteria and administrative office
windows, viewable from outside, on Tuesday,
Aug. 12.
AME’s open house is scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 14. Kindergarten through second-grade
classrooms will be open from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m. and third- through fifth-grade classrooms
will be open from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
The open house is a good opportunity for
parents and students to meet their teacher and
acclimate to the classroom, Levengood said.
The first day of school begins at 8:30 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 18.
For more information, call the AME office
at 941-708-5525.

New info line opens
A new parent information phone line for the
Manatee County School District will start up on
Monday, Aug. 4.
The purpose of the phone line is to answer
questions regarding registration, school zones,
bus stop locations and times. The phone line
will be operational from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
through Aug. 22.
The number to call: 941-708-4971.

The Island Experts Since 1972
Christopher Whaley
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-747-6666 Ext. 125
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center

778-9622
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Suit alleges negligence in shooting
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
Holmes Beach businessperson Sue Normand
recently filed a negligence suit against the man scheduled to soon stand trial for shooting her.
Mark W. Koenigs, 55, of Bradenton Beach faces
multiple charges in the Dec. 5, 2007, shooting at the
Island Mail & More store that Normand owns.
According to court documents, authorities maintain
that Koenigs walked into the store with a package that
contained a handgun and shot Normand once in the
hip.
Afterward, Koenigs allegedly ran from the store
and the parking lot of the Anna Maria Island Centre on
East Bay Drive and was apprehended by law enforcement personnel two miles south on the Gulf shore in
Bradenton Beach.
A standoff on the beach led to three charges of
aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer with a
firearm against Koenigs, who was shot three times by
Manatee County Sheriff’s Office deputies. For shooting Normand, Koenigs faces aggravated battery with
a firearm.
Initially Koenigs was facing an attempted murder
charge. The prosecution’s formal complaint against
him stated that there was probable cause to believe that
the “defendant did shoot the victim with premeditated
intent to affect the death of the victim.”
Koenigs was arrested upon his release from Bayfront Medical Center in St. Petersburg and since then
has remained in the Manatee County jail awaiting
trial, which is scheduled to begin the week of Aug.
4 at the new Manatee County Justice Center in Bradenton.
Normand also was treated at Bayfront Medical
Center, then went into a rehabilitation program at a
Sarasota facility. She continues her recovery today at
home in Holmes Beach and in physical therapy, maneuvering with the aid of a walker and a scooter.
On July 21, Normand’s attorney, Todd R. Stern,
filed a lawsuit at the Manatee County courthouse alleging negligent discharge of a firearm.
The suit claims Koenigs, a customer at Island Mail
& More with no ill will toward Normand, unintentionally shot Normand and for that she is seeking unspecified damages in excess of $15,000. Normand lacked
medical insurance coverage the day she was shot and
her bills have escalated beyond $200,000, according to
her attorney.
The civil suit reviews some claims already put
into the record by law enforcement: Koenigs entered
Island Mail & More with a box that he told Normand
he wanted to mail. Normand held the box, which
contained something that moved around and she
told Koenigs he needed additional packing material.

Koenigs then opened the box, which contained a handgun.
Normand’s suit claims that Koenigs juggled the
gun from the box and it discharged.
Soon after the incident, Normand, in an interview
with The Islander, said Koenigs “is somebody who is
not in a good mental state. I think he wasn’t in his right
mind and, from what I’ve read, he hadn’t been for a
long time.
“I think of him as somebody who is mentally ill,”
she continued. “I’m surprised that I don’t feel anger or
hatred. But don’t get me wrong. I want to see him get
the maximum punishment allowable.”
Normand’s attorney said last week, “Their prior
relationship had been courteous and cordial. We know
now, after the fact, that Mr. Koenigs may have displayed prior signs of delusional conduct, but never with
Sue Normand. Obviously, anyone who attempts to mail
a handgun, let alone a loaded handgun, may not be
entirely lucid.
“However, if Mr. Koenigs truly had the intention of shooting Mrs. Normand, why did he have the
handgun sealed up in a box ready for mailing? Why
didn’t he have it easily accessible on his person and
draw it out of his clothing in order to shoot Sue Normand? Why did he juggle the gun as he attempted to
remove it from the box? Why didn’t he shoot her in

the chest or face as opposed to the lower abdomen?
All of this evidence points to a negligent discharge
of the handgun as opposed to an intentional act of
shooting Mrs. Normand in order to cause her great
bodily harm.”
Stern said either Koenigs did not check to see that
the gun was loaded or was under the belief he could
ship a loaded handgun.
A hearing to determine the status of the Koenigs
case was scheduled to take place Monday, July 28, as
The Islander went to press.
Already a number of people have received subpoenas for the trial, which will involve public defender
Peter Belmont representing Koenigs and assistant state’s
attorney Lauren Berns handling the prosecution before
Judge Diana Moreland.
Most recently Berns amended a list of possible witnesses to include a Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
crime-scene technician. Berns amended a list of possible evidence to include a ballistics report.
The prosecution also anticipates a discussion of
Koenigs’ competency during the trial.
In addition to the criminal trial and Normand’s negligence suit, Koenigs is the defendant in several other
matters at the county courthouse, including foreclosure
proceedings on property he owns in Bradenton and a
misdemeanor criminal mischief charge.

Artists Guild announces
2008-09 schedule
The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island recently
announced its 2008-09 calendar of featured artists,
demonstrations and workshops.
Receptions and demonstrations will take place
at the Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes
Beach.
The lineup of activities includes 5:30 p.m.
receptions for featured artists: Nov. 14, watercolor painter Cheryl Jorgenson; Dec. 12, watercolor painter Sue Lynn Cotton; Jan. 9, 2009, watercolor painter Sally LaViolette; Feb. 13, 2009, oil
and pastel artist Elayn Leopold; March 13, 2009,
watercolor and mixed-media artists Barbara Hines
and Midge Pippel and April 10, 2009, pastel artist
Karen Stuart.
Demonstrations at the gallery will feature watercolor artist Mary Stealey in November, watercolor
artist Roger Rockefeller in December, water color
artist Kathy Sparks in January 2009, mixed-media

artist Mary Hamilton in February, watercolor artist
Sandi Nowicki in March and Pippel in April.
In addition to the Guild Gallery events, AGAMI
will hold business meetings at 7 p.m. the first Mondays of each month at the Episcopal Church of the
Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
Programs will include Paula Schoenwether
discussing photographing art on Oct. 6, Robin
Kaercher discussing art criticism on Nov. 3, a
Christmas dinner on Dec. 1, Kathy and Wayne
Moser discussing interior redesign on Jan. 5, a representative from Keeton’s Office and Art Supply in
Bradenton discussing new products on Feb. 2 and
a 20th birthday celebration for AGAMI on March
2. Meetings also will take place April 6, May 4 and
June 1.
For more information, call the Guild Gallery
at 941- 778-6694 or visit www.amiartistsguildgallery.com.

3232 East Bay Drive
Next to Walgreens

778-7878

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table
ANY
LARGE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite
Open Daily
4pm - Midnight
Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

778-8118

• 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll
BLOW YOU AWAY!
778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Foot-Long Subs – $5
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

SOLO’S PIZZA

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE
COUPON GOOD JULY 30-AUG 6

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

$1 off

pizza
THE BEST

RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES
INDIAN SPECIALTIES
Lunch and Dinner
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

(941) 778-6614

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Canadian LTD
$

99

11

1.75
LTR

MANATEE COUNTY’S
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

Smirnoff Vodka
$

1899

1.75
LTR

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach
778-9088

2709 Cortez Rd. W.
Bradenton
755-9825

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach thousands of folks weekly
week l y
with your ad for as little as $12!
Call 941-778-7978
ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE
941.778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

THE ISLANDER  JULY 30, 2008  17

Cortez hosts first of ‘Fourth Friday’ events

Right: The fishing village of Cortez hosts its first
“Fourth Friday” event July 25 at Simply Put Artesian Gallery, 11904 Cortez Road. Pictured here,
people peruse the offerings in the gallery. Additional
events will take place on the fourth Fridays of each
month from 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. For more information, call organizer Sherri Adriano at 941-896-5053
or e-mail inartworks@gmail.com.
Above: A member of the Bohemian Fire group entertains at the “Fourth Friday” event in Cortez.
Islander Photos: Edna Tiemann

Stilt walkers with the
Bohemian
Fire group
with Danielle Miller
of Cortez
and Jaclyn
Elwood of
Norwich,
N.Y.

Center invites young
runners to train
The Anna Maria Island Community Center is offering a runner’s training camp for youths 7 and up who
are interested in getting in shape and learning about
running. All levels of runners are welcome.
Jessica Pate, a Manatee High School rising senior
on the varsity track and cross country teams will head
up the camp, which will meet from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, Aug. 4-14, at the
Holmes Beach city field adjacent to the Pete Lannon
Skate Park.
Pate promises lots of stretching, jogging and games
with the goal being to join her in running at the 16th
annual MHS ’Canes Classic 5k or 1-mile run Sept. 1
at G.T. Bray Park in Bradenton.
Call the Center, 941-778-7978, to sign up and for
more information.
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Great selection of seafoodoysters, shrimp, clams, smoked mullet,
fish spread, and more!

Looking for
the perfect
outing?
Look no
further …

$1 off
per pound
Red Grouper,
and Shrimp

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

Expires 8-05-08

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119 St. traffic light, follow road to end.
Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547
th

House of Pizza
Buy regular price buffet

Buffet
Special
and get second
for
941-792-5300 • 10519 Cortez Road W. $

Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
PLEASE PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES 8-06-08

2

99

with purchase of a
soft drink each
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West Point graduate
saw war approaching
John Atkinson of Holmes Beach was already a
second lieutenant in the U.S. Army Air Corps on Dec. 7,
1941, the “Day of Infamy,” when the Japanese bombed
Pearl Harbor and America entered World War II.
“We had been expecting a war, but we all thought
it would come from the Germans, not the Japanese,”
said John, who was in flight school at Valdosta, Ga., at
the time.
John never expected to be a pilot when growing
up in Auburn, Ala. His parents both taught at Auburn
University and John figured he would graduate from
Auburn just like most of his friends.
During his freshman year, however, he saw a picture of one of his friends in the uniform of a cadet at
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y.
“I thought that looked real sharp and that this was
the place for me,” remembered John.
It took a congressional appointment, but John
entered West Point in 1937, survived “Beast Barracks”
during that first summer and graduated in June 1941.
During those four years, the world had forever
changed.
War in Europe had broken out in September 1939
and by the time John and his class graduated, they all
expected to see combat.
“But we weren’t in any rush to get into combat,”
recalled John. “We knew we weren’t ready for a war.
We had people training with broom sticks as rifles and
wearing World War I uniforms and helmets,” he said.
John would eventually earn his pilots wings and, as
a regular U.S. Army Air Corps officer, had his choice
of advanced training on either fighters or bombers.
He choose the ungainly B-17 bomber as his preferred plane and was packed off to Sebring to learn the
intricacies of the plane that became known forever as
the “Flying Fortress.”
In early 1943, John was assigned to combat crew
training in Idaho and was scheduled to take command
of a squadron, only to have movie actor Jimmy Stewart
given the assignment.
“He took the squadron to England, so I had to fly
with a B-24 crew,” John recalled.
Still, he bore no grudge against Stewart, who
would eventually fly 23 combat missions over occupied Europe.
Following Stewart, John led the 831st Bomber
Squadron flying B-24s — “Liberators” — on the southern route to the war, flying to Trinidad in the Caribbean,
then to Brazil for the hop across the southern Atlantic
to Liberia in Africa and eventually reaching southern
Italy in late 1943.
The squadron was assigned to the 15th Air Force
and stationed at Venosa.
To call Venosa an airfield was a misnomer.
“It was nothing but mud when it rained and we had
steel planks stuck in the ground for the planes to land
and take off on. We had to live in tents and it rained all
the time,” remembered John.
Although eager for a combat mission, John, as
squadron commander, would not have the comfort of
flying every mission with the same crew.
While most air crews in WWII became like brothers to each other, John would have to trust the different
crews he flew with each mission to do their jobs and
get them safely back to Italy. Thankfully, they did.
His first combat mission was to bomb some industrial targets in what was then Yugoslavia and John
remembers being nervous.
“This was war. This was for real. Anyone who tells
you they weren’t scared the first time they went on a
combat mission is a liar. We were all scared, but we
were going to do our job.”
His first mission was supposed to be a “milk run,”
but John remembers that as they neared the target, he
saw what appeared to be black clouds obstructing the
view.
Those “black clouds” turned out to be anti-aircraft
fire from the German gunners below. The flak was so
thick, “you could almost get out and walk on it,” he

Holmes Beach resident John Atkinson as a graduating cadet at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point
in June 1941.
remembered.
As the squadron leader, John’s plane had the squadron bombardier. All the other B-24s in the squad would
drop their bombs off his aiming point.
With his first mission behind him, John was considered a veteran bomber pilot.
“After that first mission, I was at ease with leading the squadron, but I never got over being scared.
Nobody did. The German fighters would always
aim for the lead aircraft and, as squadron leader,
that was me.” John would learn to deal with being
attacked on every mission by JU-88s, ME-19s and,
eventually, the ME-262, the world’s first jet fighter
aircraft.
John and his squad also learned to accept bombing
the German oil refineries at Ploesti, Romania, the most
heavily defended German installation in Europe.
The 15th Air Force lost a lot of bombers over
Ploesti, and John would gradually learn to deal with
the loss of comrades, but it was never easy.
“But I was absolutely lucky. My plane was never
hit real bad, although on one mission, my wingman
got shot and killed, but the co-pilot was able to make
it back safely. I was just very lucky to survive.”
Luck was helped by the famed Tuskegee Airmen,
the African-American fighter squadron that flew fighter
protection for the B-24s.
Led by Col. Benjamin Davis, the Tuskegee Airmen
never had an Allied bomber lost to a German fighter
when they were on duty. Years later, after the war, John
would serve with Davis.
As the infantrymen would say, “There are no atheists in foxholes,” the bomber crews would follow by
saying, “There are no atheists at 20,000 feet.”
John remembers that the praying would start before
take off.
“I got religion. I had a lot to go back for as I had
a wife and child back in the States. I had gotten married right after graduation and I wanted to get back to
them.”
His return to the United States was delayed by

the 15th Air Force command, which kept raising the
number of combat missions needed to qualify to return
home and escape the war.
At the start of the war, the requirement was 30
combat missions, but by the time John had been in Italy
for more than three months, that number was raised to
35, then 40 and, eventually, 50 missions.
The missions would blur together. John remembers
that when he landed his bomber, he would just give
thanks to God that he had made it through another mission.
But after quite a few close calls and more flak
than he cares to recall, his mid-century number finally
arrived one day.
“I remember my 50th mission. I was nervous. I
told the crew we were going to fly this one by the book.
Nothing fancy. I can’t recall, but I do think that last one
was a milk run, probably the only one I ever flew.”
But John would not see America immediately.
He was assigned to Mediterranean Allied Air Force
headquarters in Naples, Italy, as an intelligence officer.
The duty kept him out of combat and allowed him
much more free time. He bought a motorcycle and was
out driving the countryside one day when the motorcycle struck a rock, throwing John to the ground and
“busting up my knee.”
That knee injury got him assigned back to the
States. As a Regular Army officer, he planned to make
the military his career.
He was assigned to the Pentagon as chief of air
intelligence, but with the war with Japan still raging,
he figured it was only a matter of time before he would
be assigned to the Pacific.
Then, in early August 1945, the atom bomb was
dropped on Japan and the war ended officially on Sept.
2, 1945.
John stayed in air intelligence and was sent to
Hickam Field in Hawaii. There, he was able to bring
his family with him for several years in paradise.
While at Hickam, the U.S. Air Force came into
existence in 1947. John traded in his khakis for the blue
suit of the Air Force.
He would spend another 20 years in the Air Force
and served on Taiwan with the same Gen. Benjamin
Davis of Tuskegee Airmen fame. After retirement, he
became a stock broker.
He and his family moved to Bradenton in 1978 and
John was eventually elected as to the Bradenton City
Council and became vice mayor of Bradenton.
“I have no regrets about my service. I’d go back
to West Point and do it all over again if I had to,” said
John.
“I wasn’t a hero. We left the heroes over there. I
just did my duty and I thank God that I made it back.
“It was a different time, a different era, but we all
came together.”
A proud member of the Greatest Generation.
“The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Generation” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton
and Cortez veterans, men or women, who served in
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada,
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia,
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War II
or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. Please,
call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.
Retired U.S.
Army Colonel
John Atkinson
enjoys life on
Key Royale in
Holmes Beach.
He still finds
time to give
speeches to
area schools
and groups on
his years at
West Point and
as a bomber
pilot during
World War
II. Islander
Photo: Rick
Catlin
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Those were the days
By June Alder
Reprinted from The Islander, circa 1993
20 YEARS AGO (1973)
Some people owning land along the shore west of
Gulf Drive in Bradenton Beach between Cortez Road
and Trader Jack’s restaurant don’t want to grant an easement to the county to protect the roadway with rocks.
Councilman Dick Connick, roads committee chairman,
said that what these people don’t realize is that by not
granting the easement they will lose their property.
— The Islander
• When it comes to giving up beach “rights” for
(supposedly) the common good, people don’t change
much. In the late 1970s Bradenton Beach Mayor Dick
Connick and Mayor Ernie Cagnina of Anna Maria
(where erosion was particularly severe, unlike today)
lost out on a federal renourishment project, mostly
because too many Gulffront property owners didn’t
want it. Many people remember Trader Jack’s fondly.
It burned down several years ago, leaving a concrete
eyesore along the Gulf.
40 YEARS AGO (1953)
With a new Cortez bridge being constructed
between the Manatee mainland and Anna Maria Island,
Bradenton Beach would appear to stand on the edge of
a new era of popularity as a resort center.
The Cortez bridge, plus proposed bridges between
the mainland and Anna Maria to the north and between
Anna Maria and Longboat Key to the south, will send
new flurries of tourist traffic pouring into Bradenton
Beach from three directions.
Yet there is a bug in the ointment. This is the squabbling within the Bradenton Beach City Council, which
has existed since three members opposed, and two
members last June favored unification of Anna Maria
Island into one municipality.
Anna Maria and Holmes Beach, the other island
towns, voted for unification. Bradenton Beach voted it
down and thus sank the whole project.
Unification would have been a good thing for the

This was the
Bradenton
Beach city
office in the
1950s.

Island just as it is proving a good thing for the four
cities on Treasure Island at the Gulf Beaches. But since
a majority of Bradenton Beach voters said “no,” their
opinions must be respected.
— St. Petersburg Times, Aug. 17, 1955
• Until after World War II there was only minuscule
Anna Maria up on the north end, incorporated in 1923.
It had dozed through the Great Depression while the
rest of Anna Maria Island remained a virtual wilderness, a place for mainlanders to come to drink and
dance at the few roadhouses.
With the war’s end and the coming of good times,
a colony of cinder-block houses built by Yankee Jack
Holmes began to take shape around Cobb’s Corners at
mid-Island. There was another colony of cottages down
south opposite Cortez.
Soon both groups decided they wanted to be municipalities. The mid-Island folks created their own city
in a 49 to 12 vote on March 13, 1950, naming it after
Holmes (some favored the name Coquina Beach). The
southerners created Bradenton Beach on Dec. 21,
1951, by a vote of 84 to 56.

80 YEARS AGO (1913)
One of the attractions for the summer at Anna Maria
Beach will be the opening of a skating rink. The concession has been let and the time will be short until the
lovers of the skate will have the opportunity to indulge
in this graceful exercise.
— The Tampa Morning Tribune
• Another promise not kept.
Coming next week: June Alder’s Saga of Anna
Maria City.

An annotated
collection of bits and
pieces from Anna
Maria’s past, written by
June Alder and originally published in The
Islander in 1993.
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Young Islanders take to ‘cool’ summer volleyball
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter
The Wednesday night volleyball clinic — conducted in the cool, air-conditioned gym at the Anna
Maria Island Community Center — drew a nice crowd
of 15-20 players for the early session.
Led by veteran volleyball coach Ted Rigo, players
at the clinic typically start with a warmup, consisting of
a few laps around the gym, followed by some stretching
and agility exercises. Afterward, it’s on to volleyball
drills. The players perform a number drills to hone their
passing or bumping, as it is also called. Good passing
is instrumental to the game.
Next, the players were split into four groups, where
Rigo and his assitant coaches fire successive spikes at
them to simulate what can happen in what is often a
rapid-fire game.
The players then move to practicing their toss and
eventually their serve — overhand, of course.
Last, but not least, Rigo reviews the proper approach
to hitting or spiking before getting to work. Rigo stood
on a folding chair holding the ball up in the air. The
players then get in position, approach and take a swing
at the ball.
All in attendance learn the basics of volleyball and,
best of all, they have fun.
For more information about the volleyball program, contact Center athletic director Andy Jonatzke
at 941-778-1908.

Key Royale golf news
The women of the Key Royale Club played a lownet game, in addition to the best four gross holes in a
row on July 22. Tootie Wagner carded a 3-under-par 29
to edge Diane Miller, Lois Biel and Roswitha Fowler,
each of whom shot a 30 to tie for second in flight 1.
Penny Williams totaled 15 to claim first place in the
four best holes in a row in flight 1. Meredith Slavin with
an 18 had the best four holes in the second flight.

Horseshoe news
Tom Rhodes and Gary Howcroft powered their way
past Rod Bussey and Jay Disbrow by a 21-10 score
to win the July 23 horseshoe competition at the Anna
Maria City Hall pits.
The July 19 games saw two teams advance from
pool play to battle it out for the day’s bragging rights.
After battling to a 10-10 tie, Tom Rhodes and Ron
Pepka kicked it up a notch on the way to a 21-14 victory.
Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection.
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Summer things to do
The Anna Maria Island Community Center offers
a multitude of things to do for adults and youth alike.
Check out the list below and find your thing!
Adult basketball: The Center offers adult hoopsters a chance to show their stuff from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. on Mondays. Players ages 18 and up can play
for free if they are Center annual or fitness members.
Monthly members pay $2.50 per session, while it’s $5
for nonmembers.
Sunset volleyball: The AMICC Teen Program
offers a relaxed sunset volleyball game at the Manatee Public Beach. Teens are welcome to come out and
play, socialize and enjoy the sand and sunset. It’s not
a formal game and often the rules do not apply.
Participants: Ages 11-17.
When: 6 p.m.-8 p.m. Aug. 5 and 12.
Location: Manatee Public Beach. Teens can gather
at the beach or meet at the Center by 5.45 p.m. for a
ride.
Video-gamer challenge: Those videogamers who
think they rule will have another chance to prove it
when the Center begins its second Video Gamer Challenge. It’s a head-to-head gaming extravaganza for
players to battle for the challenge championship title
and first-place prize.
What’s your game? Call the Center, 941-778-1908,
ext. 9207, and let them know.
Players will compete Aug. 12-15 for a chance to
play in the Video Gamer Challenge finals on Aug. 16.
The finals will be played out on a 20-by-10-foot projection screen in the Center gym.

Maddie Valadie goes low to pass the ball to a teammate. Islander Photos: Kevin Cassidy
Registration: Now through Aug. 8.
When: 2.30 p.m.-3.30 p.m. Aug. 12-16.
Fee: Member $10, nonmember $12.
Youth Tennis Session 2 with instruction by Wayne
Sewall for ages 7-17. Registration is ongoing.
When: 6p.m.-7 p.m. through Aug. 14.
Fee: Member $10/month, nonmember $20/
month.
Location: AMICC.

To sign up a foursome, list the four players and
each players phone number and send the list with a
check payable to Manatee Girls Soccer Booster. Mail
it to me, Her-icane Coach Kevin Cassidy at 2011 79th
St. N.W., Bradenton FL 34209. For more information,
call me 807-1105.

British Soccer Camp
The No. 1 soccer camp in the United States is
coming to the Island providing a great opportunity
for kids to learn soccer and improve their game. The
coaches have an innovated method of teaching and all
players of any skill level can benefit from their instruction.
Registration: Now through Aug. 1.
Participants: Boys and girls ages 4 to 16.
When: Aug. 11-15 at AMICC.
Sessions: Two-hour mini camp, half-day morning
or evening camp.
Fee: $90-$100 based on camp time.

Center soccer camp
Gear up for soccer season and get a kick start on
skills at the Center camp designed for all skill levels to
help players get ready for fall season try-outs.
Participants: Ages 4-14.
Registration: Aug. 1-27.
When: 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m. Aug. 27-29.
Fee: $25 for members, $40 for non-members.

Hayley Coulter goes high to spike the ball during the
Center’s weekly volleyball clinic.

Join Her-icane golf challenge
The Manatee High School Her-icanes girls soccer
team is hosting a fundraising golf tournament at the
Bradenton Country Club at 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6.
The team needs the money for uniforms, warm-up suits
and tournament travel.
For a $100 donation, players can test their golf
skills at Bradenton’s most exclusive and challenging
layout in a four-person scramble.
All players registered before the Aug. 1 deadline
will receive a goody bag, cart and greens fees, a posttourney banquet and guaranteed fun throughout the day.
Also on tap are a straightest-drive contest, two closestto-the-pin contests, a putting contest and raffles for tons
of prizes. The field is limited to the first 100 golfers, so
don’t delay.
The Her-icanes are also looking for tournament
sponsors to help their cause. For $800, a business can
purchase the Hat Trick package, consisting of a foursome, banquet, tee or green sign on the course and a
banner that will be displayed at all Manatee Her-icane
home soccer games. A golden goal sponsorship package includes a foursome and a tee or green sign on the
course for $500, or a tee or green sign for the tournament for $125.

Big league camp, campers
Islanders Jacob Talucci, 9, left, and Austin Morrow,
9, took part recently in a baseball camp hosted by
the Tampa Bay Rays at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg. There were more than 100 kids in the day camp
and each day did they did drills in groups for points.
Austin won first place in his group. Islander Photo:
Courtesy Amy Talucci
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Center hosts teen sunset volleyball at the Manatee
Public Beach. Information: 941-778-1908.

Wednesday, July 30
8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands
Key Chamber of Commerce “Wake up Wednesdays”
event includes breakfast at the chamber office, 6960
Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. Information:
941-383-2466.
5:30 p.m. — “Shark Jeopardy” is led by the experts
from Mote Marine at the Island Branch Library,
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information:
941-778-6341.
Friday, Aug. 1
6:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, hosts
movie night in the gym. On the screen will be “The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.” Information:
941-778-1908.
Saturday, Aug. 2
8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria
Island hosts a breakfast meeting at Cafe on the
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information:
941-795-8697.
Sunday, Aug. 3
11 a.m. — Anniversary brunch commemorating 50
years of service on the Island at Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1813.
Tuesday, Aug. 5
10 a.m. — Family story hour at the Island Branch
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island
meets for lunch and a visit with Rotary District Gov.
Margie Cypher at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200
Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information:
941-778-1880.
6 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community

Wednesday, Aug. 6
1:15 p.m. — Gulf Coast Writers meet to share
their writing at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7631.
Ongoing:
• Antique summer fashion display Tuesdays through
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Anna Maria
Island Historical Museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria,
through August. Information: 941-778-0492.
• Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City
Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information:
941-708-6130.
• Simply Put Artesian Gallery, 11904 Cortez
Road, hosts “Fourth Fridays” from 6 p.m. to 9:30
p.m. on the fourth Friday of each month. Information:
941-896-5053.
• Teen Boys’ Night gathering Wednesdays at the
Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
• Teen Girls’ Night gathering Thursdays at the
Anna Maria Island Community Center. Information:
941-778-1908.
• From 8 a.m. to noon the first Saturdays of the
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E.,
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to
answer questions about the flora and fauna and hiking
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
• The first and third Mondays of each month, the
American Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Information:
941-794-3489.
Coming up:
• Watch “Toy Story” at the Anna Maria Island Community Center Aug. 8.
• Meet and greet Manatee County Commissioner
Jane von Hahmann at the Anna Maria Centre Shops
Aug. 9. Free hot dogs, cold drinks, music by Eric von
Hahmann.
• Video game tournament at the Anna Maria Island
Community Center Aug. 12-16.
Real German Restaurant
Prost ans
zwa gsuffa

BACK FROM VACATION
THIS WEEK!

REOPEN AUGUST 1

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER

5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach

Iron Skillet Café
Sunday Brunch Specials
ls
Crab Cake Benedict • Eggs
Benedict • Cheesesteak Skillet •
Chocolate-Chip Coconut Pancakess

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Friday Night Prime Rib
Breakfast and Lunch ALL DAY
Tues.-Sat. 7:30am-9pm • Sun. 7:30-3pm
Closed on Monday
7020 Cortez Rd. W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

GREAT DEALS ON MEALS!
Chicken Sandwich

$4.99
Fish - n - Chips
$5.99
Prime Rib
$9.99
Seafood Combo
$10.99

Daily
Specials!

Egg & Cheese Sandwich

$2.25
Biscuits & Gravy
$2.99
2 Eggs, Meat, Toast
$3.49
Omelette, Hash browns, Toast
$3.49

Old Florida Grill
7am-7pm
breakfast all day • lunch • dinner

12507 Cortez Road
SE corner of the Cortez Bridge

(941) 795-7796

Ice
Cream!

Save the date
• Open house at Anna Maria Elementary School
Aug. 14.
• On Aug. 15-17, the Island Players welcome
the Welsh Players to the Island for a performance of
“The Importance of Being Earnest.” Fee. Information:
941-778-5755.
• Aug. 18 is the first day of class for 2008-09 public
school students.
• On Aug. 26, Florida holds its primary election.
• Sept. 1 is Labor Day.
• Nov. 14-16, “artsHOP” takes place at various
venues on the Island. Information: 941-778-2099.
Send calendar announcements to diana@islander.
org. Please include the time, date and location of the
event, a brief description and a contact via e-mail and
phone.

Reese-Sachtjen wed
Cynthia Reese and Jon Sachtjen were married July
12 at the home of the bride’s maternal grandmother,
Jeanne Rozamus of Key Royale. The bride is a nursing student at Manatee Community College and the
groom is the graphic designer at The Islander newspaper. The couple resides in Holmes Beach. Islander
Photo: Courtesy Lauren Bourgoing
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First turtle hatchlings head for Gulf
By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter
Sometime on July 22, 80 sea turtle hatchlings emerged
from a nest on the north end of Anna Maria Island.
Three days later, one more hatchling left the nest
for the Gulf of Mexico.
The hatchling was found, caught in a partially open
shell, during an excavation of the nest early July 25.
John DeFazio, a coordinator with Anna Maria
Island Turtle Watch, checked the nest that morning.
He knew at dawn July 23 that hatchlings had emerged
by the dip in the sand and “all the tiny tracks going
down to the water.
DeFazio became involved with AMITW, which
monitors the beach for nesting activity on the Island,
about 20 years ago.
Over the years, he’s excavated hundreds of nests.
On July 25, DeFazio arrived to Bean Point with a
clipboard, two AMITW volunteer walkers and two of
their curious relatives.
He removed the yellow stakes used to mark the nest
and pushed the sand. Then DeFazio reached into a hole
in the sand and began to remove broken turtle eggs.
Several minutes into the process, he lifted from the
nest a hatchling, still partly stuck in its egg, covered in
sand and somewhat sluggish.
The onlookers stepped forward and voiced a collective “wow.”
DeFazio set the hatchling on the sand, allowing it
time to “wake up,” and continued to review the contents
of the nest, which contained a total of 80 hatched eggs,
one dead hatchling and one unhatched egg.
DeFazio then carried the hatchling to about three feet
from the water’s edge and set the turtle on the wet sand.
The hatchling crawled, and with each wave seemed
to lose ground, but eventually went out to sea.
DeFazio said it’s important the turtles crawl on the
sand.
“As far as we know, when they crawl on the beach
they get certain chemical clues,” he said, adding that
when females reach adulthood, they nest on the beach
where they were hatched.
Nesting season on Anna Maria Island begins in
early May and continues through October. AMITW
volunteers monitor the beach primarily during the first
months for the creation of nests. In July, nesting slows
down and the hatching of the nests begins.
The hatchlings, according to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, wait just beneath
the sand surface until conditions become cool. The
temperature cue prompts the hatchlings to emerge —
usually at night.
The turtles instinctively move in the brightest direction — on a natural beach that’s the open view of the
night sky, reflected by the water. The hatchlings tend
to move away from silhouetted objects associated with
dunes and vegetation.

John DeFazio checks a sea turtle nest on Bean Point from which 81 hatchlings emerged last week. Islander
Photo: Lisa Neff

Turtle Watch honors veterans, newbies
Bud and Gretchen Edgren receive the annual Sadie Award and a gift basket from Anna Maria Island Turtle
Watch executive director Suzi Fox July 22. AMITW held its mid-season awards banquet at the Moose Lodge
in Bradenton Beach. The Sadie Award is named for a 325-pound loggerhead sea turtle rescued in 1999. Sadie
was found trapped on Coquina Beach after falling from a jetty and suffering a fractured plastron, the bottom
shell. Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann

Nesting by the numbers
Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch reported 143 loggerhead sea turtle nests and 88 false crawls on the beach
as of July 27.
AMITW also reported 81 hatchlings.
Nesting season continues through October.

Anna Maria Island Tides
Date

AM HIGH

July 30 10:02 3.0
July 31 11:04 3.0
Aug 1
2:24 1.5
Aug 2
2:31 1.5
Aug 3
2:41 1.7
Aug 4
2:55 1.8
Aug 5
3:13 2.0
Aug 6
3:35 2.1

PM

—
—
12:00
12:51
1:40
2:29
3:20
4:19

HIGH

—
—
3.0
2.8
2.6
2.4
2.1
1.8

AM LOW

*6:18
*7:01
4:59
6:05
7:06
8:04
9:03
10:03

-0.4
-0.3
1.4
1.2
1.1
0.9
0.8
0.7

PM

—
—
7:38
8:08
8:35
8:59
9:21
9:43

LOW

—
—
-0.2
0.0
0.3
0.5
0.8
1.0

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT
Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available
U.S.C.G. Licensed
Custom-built Privateer
Fishing License, Ice, Bait &
Tackle Furnished
Anna Maria Island
Florida
Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

778-9712

Frank Almeda, left, one of the founders of the Island’s
turtle watch program, with his plaque for 28 years of
volunteer service. Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann
Above, a loggerhead sea turtle nest was uncovered
during the excavation of a nest in Anna Maria last week.
The hatchling, which had become trapped in its partially
broken egg, crawled to the Gulf of Mexico. Islander
Photo: Lisa Neff

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

•
•
•
•

Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
Remote Controls
Stainless Motors
Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

Open Mon-Fri 8-4,
Saturday by Appointment
12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com
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Trout, reds inshore
while grouper,
snapper great
offshore
By Capt. Mike Heistand
Backwater fishing has been a bit slow of late, but
offshore action in the Gulf of Mexico for grouper and
snapper is still great.
For bay fishers, redfish and trout are the best bets,
followed by flounder and catch-and-release snook.
There are also a lot of amberjack being caught in
the Gulf at the 30-mile line, as well as some dolphin.
And there are a lot of sharks being caught in Terra
Ceia Bay.
Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catchers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fishing is
stable for grouper and snapper, plus some amberjack
and a few dolphin — the fish, not Flipper — at about
30 miles out in the Gulf. In the bays, he said that redfish
are the big catch, as well as extremely big trout and
flounder.
Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said fishing has
been a bit slow, but anglers are catching a few sand
perch and yellowtail jacks. Bait has moved away from
the pier, as have the mackerel, he said.
At the Anna Maria City Pier, fishing reports were
also slow, with a few snapper and jack catches coming
on deck.
Capt. Mark Johnston out of Annie’s Bait and
Tackle on Cortez Road said he’s been putting his charters onto trout and catch-and-release snook.
Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said
there are lots of big mangrove snapper being caught up
to 16 inches in length, plus some oversize redfish.
At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include sharks
coming out of Terra Ceia Bay, with some blacktips
coming in better than 6 feet in length.
Capt. Rick Gross on Fishy Business out of Catchers Marina in Holmes Beach said his catch-and-release
snook fishing is good, plus limit-catches of redfish and
big mangrove snapper.
Capt. Tom Chaya on the Dolphin Dreams, also
out of Catchers, said mangrove snapper and Spanish
mackerel were hitting small shiners over all structures
and reefs. Sharks were lurking near shallow sandbars
on the bulkhead, and he’s also catching some nice-size
trout and a few reds in deep seagrass in Terra Ceia
Bay.
Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish
Charters said fishing is hot offshore of Anna Maria
Island. “Best bites this week are limit catches of big
red grouper and American red snapper,” he said. “We’re
also catching gag grouper, mangrove snapper, lots of
amberjack, big barracuda, and lots of varieties of sharks
up to 8 feet. Best action is out past depths of 125 feet
using live pinfish and grunts.” He said one of his best
charter moments was when 16-year-old Taylor Parker
from Denhan Springs, La, hooked into an 8-foot hammerhead shark and fought him for about 40 minutes
until he broke off at the boat. But, Capt. Larry said,
“the trip that stole the show was when 13-year-old
David Maulick hooked up a 7-foot sailfish. “The big
sail jumped, got crazy and ran and finally broke off,”
Capt. Larry said.
Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of
Annie’s said it was all mangrove snapper, sea trout and
redfish in that order for his charters. “Tarpon season for
all intents is over, but there still will be some sporadic
silver kings hooked up around the area right up until
the first cold fronts of the autumn season,” he said. He’s
finding snook to be fairly thick around the beaches,
near most passes, “and their spawning duties are pretty
much done as of the full moon in July. Find the linesiders starting to make their way to the backwaters in
dribs and drabs for the next several weeks,” he added.

Big mango
Capt. Mark Howard caught this 8-pound mangrove snapper while fishing with Capt. Kurt Janisch aboard his
boat “Fight’s On.”

David Ross of Brandon receives his Rookie-of-the-Year Award from Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch, as well as
some gas money. Ross often walks more than one day a week for AMITW. Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann
He’s finding snapper just about anywhere there is some
structure “and they will jump all over the smaller baitfish available right now. We have been scoring some
really fat Spanish sardines and finger mullet that have
worked exceptionally well on days with favorable conditions. The trout love this bait as well, and most of the
larger fish have been taken drifting over deep seagrass
beds.
On my boat Magic, we’ve been catching some redfish to 30 inches and trout to 20 inches.
Good luck and good fishing.
Capt. Mike Heistand is a 20-year-plus fishing
guide. Call him at 723-1107 to provide a fishing report.

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Quick lube
5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

Prints and digital images of your catch are also welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identification for persons
in the picture along with information on the catch and
a name and phone number for more information. Snapshots may be retrieved once they appear in the paper.
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Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Paradise at a
fraction
Dennis Girard and Joanne Zimmerman of the Beach Club of Anna
Maria Island, 2201 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach, were wondering how to
stimulate inquiries during the normally
slow period of August and September.
The duo may have come up with the
answer.
They recently introduced a “summer
sizzler” special pricing package for the
next 10 sales at the fractional ownership
property.
Dennis said the special package
insures that the buyer will be getting tremendous value for a purchase and make
a unit much more attractive as an asset.
With 14 units ranging from a studio
to a three-bedroom luxury unit and prices
starting at $15,000 with the “summer
sizzler” package, the Beach Club has the
size and style to appeal to people looking to own a “piece of paradise,” said
Dennis.
Fractional owners can choose to
either use their unit for their own enjoyment or rent to vacationers for income
production. And, unlike a timeshare, a
fractional owner gets a deed to the property.
The Beach Club has a private beach,
pool, hot tub and sun deck.
Dennis has already contacted a
number of Island real estate agents and
briefed them about the property and the

Team Euphemia Haye

Swords drawn, Jolly opening
The Anna Maria Island Privateers gather July 25 to the new Jolly Roger restaurant at the old-world Ooh La La! Bistro in Holmes Beach for a ribbon-cutting.
The Privateers treated customers at Jolly Roger to beads and merriment, while the
restaurant offered refreshments and Chef Aldo Cipriano pizza and other specialties to guests. Young patrons enjoyed free meals from the kid’s menu. The Jolly
Roger “pirate theme” restaurant is located at 5406 Marina Drive and can be
reached at 941-778-5320. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy
“summer special” pricing.
For more information on the Beach
Club, call Dennis at 941-809-0041, or
go on the Internet to www.thebeachclubflorida.com.

Island Yoga
presents
Islanders looking to learn yoga are
invited to contact Kathleen Gallen of
Island Yoga Space 9805 Gulf Drive,
Anna Maria, to register for the next session.
Entitled “Developing your Personal
Self-Care” Practice,” the class will introduce gentle yoga poses, self-massage

and breath work to participants.
For more information, interested
parties can go on the Internet to www.
islandyogaspace.com.
To register for the class, call Kathleen at 941-713-1637.

Euphemia Haye
walks for diabetes
The Florida Suncoast Chapter of the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
recently honored Euphemia Haye Restaurant owners Ray and D’Arcy Arpke
and the entire restaurant staff — Team
Euphemia Haye — as the top fund-raising team during the recent Walk to Cure

D’Arcy Arpke, at left, along with husband Ray Arpke from Team Euphemia
Haye were named the No. 1 corporate
team for fundraising during the recent
Walk to Cure Diabetes held on Siesta
Key. Jeanne Kawcak of the Florida
Suncoast Chapter for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, sponsors
of the event, presented the award.
Islander Photo: Courtesy JDRF
Diabetes held on Siesta Key. The team
raised more than $20,000 for diabetes
research.
The event was special to the Arpkes
as they have an adult daughter with Type
1 diabetes.
Euphemia Haye Restaurant and the
Haye Loft are located at 5540 Gulf of
Mexico Drive on Longboat Key.
For more information, call
941-383-3633.

Reading therapy
Certified reading therapist Bruce
Skorupa recently reopened his practice in northwest Bradenton and is now
accepting clients.
Bruce teaches reading by “sound to
code,” he said, and can begin reading
PLEASE SEE BIZ, NEXT PAGE

FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* – CALL 778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.
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rate differentials.”
Batson said that nine out of 10
homes qualify for the certification.
Wind Inspections has trained inspectors that will come to a home and document the construction features with
digital photographs and complete the
“Florida Uniform Mitigation Verification” inspection in less than 30 minutes.
The company then sends the documentation to the homeowner’s insurance
agent, who files it with the insurance carrier.
“Upon review by the carrier, the customer is notified of their savings and, in
most cases, refund checks and new rate
endorsements are delivered within 21 to
30 days,” Batson said.
If a customer has insurance escrowed
into their monthly house payment, they
are then able to call their mortgage company to request a “mortgage analysis.”
Usually, it’s only a matter of minutes
before the homeowner is informed of a
new, lowered monthly mortgage payment, he said.
“In these economic times, many
people are looking for ways to save
money wherever possible,” Batson
said.
A certification from Wind Inspections saves money without sacrificing
quality or convenience, he added.
For more information, go to the
company’s Web site at www.WindInspect.com, or call 941-920-3737.

Biz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
therapy with students as young as 3 years
old. Sessions are generally one-on-one
and last an hour. In some circumstances,
Bruce can teach two-on-two or three-onthree. He has been a reading therapist for
32 years.
Bruce offers a free newsletter on
reading therapy and his services are available by calling him at 941-795-0303.

Local company
can save
homeowners
Wind Inspections LLC of Palmetto recently introduced an easy way
for Island homeowners to save good
money on their homeowner’s insurance
premiums, while also lowering escrowed
mortgage payments.
Barry Batson of Wind Inspections
said that because of a “law unique to
Florida,” homeowners that provide certification of certain construction features
are entitled to “discounts, credits or other

Got a new business going up in
Anna Maria Island, Cortez or Longboat Key? How about a new product or
service, an anniversary, a new hire, or
an award-winning staff member? Call
Island Biz at 941-778-7978, fax your
news to 941-778-9392, or e-mail us at
news@islander.org.

‘Real’ vacation

New at Wagner
Sharon Hightower recently joined the
staff of Wagner Realty at 2217 Gulf
Drive N., Bradenton Beach. She can
be reached at 941-778-2246. Islander
Photo: Courtesy Wagner Realty

Jesse Brisson, Islander real estate
reporter, is on vacation this week. Look
for next week’s edition for a complete
list of real estate transactions for the past
two weeks.

DISCOUNT VACATIONS!

Don’t leave the Island
without taking time
to subscribe. You’ll
get ALL the best
news, delivered by the
mailman every week.
It’s almost as good as
a letter from home!
Visit us at 5404
Marina Drive, Island
Shopping Center,
Holmes Beach – or call
941-778-7978.
Online edition:
www.islander.org
SINCE 1992

Maria Rea
a
n
l
n

ty

Just
visiting
paradise?

A

Offering Gulf cottages, Luxury Gulf homes, plus
near-the-beach units during bridge closure month
of October to November 15th. Rates as low as
$500/wk. Make your reservations today!

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957
Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259 Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net
Web site www.annamariareal.com

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
941-713-4755 800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe

G
Great
2nd floor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished
aand ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered
pparking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the
first 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

Island housing prices up
nearly 8 percent
By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter
Anna Maria Island’s housing slump
appears over as the number of sales and
the median price for homes are once
again on the rise.
According to preliminary data from
the Anna Maria Island Property Sales
Report for July, there were 104 singlefamily home sales in June with a median
price of $575,450.
That’s up 7.8 percent from the June
2007 median figure of $533,750, according to the AMIPSR.
Sales are also up when compared
to the same month last year, rising 33
percent to 104 from 78 last June.
Sale prices were also better when

compared with the listing price. Houses
sold in June 2008 averaged 91 percent of
the list price, while those sold in June 2007
averaged 89 percent of the listing price.
The inventory of properties declined
considerably from June 2006, when
more than 900 Island properties were on
the selling block. The AMIPSR reported
that fewer than 600 Anna Maria Island
properties were offered for sale on the
Manatee County Multiple Listing Service in June 2008.
Real estate agent Barry Gould of
the AMIPSR said the data is limited to
MLS and information from the Manatee County Property Appraiser’s Office
would be analyzed and added to the
report within the week.

Beach Club
summer
sizzling
Dennis Girard
and Joanne
Zimmerman of
the Beach Club
of Anna Maria
Island, 2201 Gulf
Drive, Bradenton Beach, are
hard at work this
summer with a
new promotional
sales program.
Islander Photo:
Rick Catlin

Marge moving
Marge Moran, manager of the
Club Bamboo Resort in Bradenton Beach, will be leaving the
resort Aug. 1 after eight years
at the property. Moran will head
south for a job on Longboat Key
with Florida Vacation Connections, owned by her daughter, Jan Jordan, and Michele
Knuese. Islander Photo: Rick
Catlin
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ITEMS FOR SALE

LOST AND FOUND Continued

TRANSPORTATION Continued

SEALY DOUBLE BED, 2 months old, $150. Ross
exercise bike, $100. Camping and hiking equipment.
941-794-5980.

JIB/HEADSAIL BEACHCAT with white sail.
Lost July 5 along Bay Boulevard. Reward. Call
941-807-0603.

2001 FORD TAURUS SE: 4-door, 16,600 miles,
gold/tan cloth, new brakes, fuel pump. $4,895.
Harold, 813-956-7979.

YAMAHA PA SYSTEM, three mikes, stands, $350.
941-713-2150.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BOATS & BOATING

ENTERTAINMENT: CORPORATE, GOLF and private parties. 781-367-0339, www.bbrodney.com.

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfish, Laser, Zuma
and Precision 15. Call Brian, 941-685-1400.

SIX FILE CABINETS: black, 4-drawer legal or
regular file cabinets. $20 each. The Islander, 5404
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.
ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet,
$350. Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200.
941-778-1102.
AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.
OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax).
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander,
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information:
941-778-7978.
GARAGE SALES
ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. Clothing sales. 511
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.
SIDEWALK “YARD” SALE continues at The Islander,
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday-Friday, July 30-Aug 1,
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, flute, saxophone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor,
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395.
Rock on!
FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department.
Free at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 Marina
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.
BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a personalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfly
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at The
Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more information.
PETS
PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie,
941-720-1411.

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restaurant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call
941-778-3953.
LEADING REAL ESTATE office located in Anna
Maria needs a part-time administrative assistant. If
you have excellent communication skills, thrive in a
team environment, highly organized, self-motivated,
who wants a flexible schedule and a supplemental
income, we would like to speak with you. Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, 4-5 hours per day. $8/hour starting, $10/hour after 30 days. Please send us your
resume via e-mail to frontdesk@betsyhills.com or
stop in and fill out an application in person, 419 Pine
Ave. No phone calls, please!
HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought at Ooh La La!
Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 p.m., 5406
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

GARAGE SALE 8 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Aug. 2.
Good stuff. 5 Lakeview Place, Anna Maria.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes.
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened.
Please, call 941-922-0774.

LOST AND FOUND

TRANSPORTATION

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more information, 941-779-1208.

WOMAN’S PRESCRIPTION GLASSES found July
4 at the 65th Street beach access, Holmes Beach.
813-689-4135 or 813-685-1585.

2000 LAND ROVER SE7, 117,000 miles, excellent
condition, fully loaded. $6,200.00, 941-928-8735.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

30 YEARS

Mike
Norman
Realty

MARINER’S COVE 3BR 2BA TKF condo. Captivating full
bay views, boat slip $643,401.

INC

3101 Gulf Drive,
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

COVERED BRIDGE 3BR 2BA den/office, hi-speed wired,
lake view. $279,500.
WEST BRADENTON! Price Slashed! 3BR 2BA family room,
lanai, FHA considered. $149,900. $138,900
SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2BR 2BA, family room, 1,473sf.,
lower than taxable value. Bring offers! $161,297.

Handyman Special! Old house on 83 x 100 lot in Cortez.
$197,000.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244
Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

Vic Caserta
Realtor, fluent in
Italian, Spanish and English

(941) 778-6696 Office
(941) 778-4364 Fax
1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free
(941) 778-6943 Home
(941) 730-1062 Cell

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

REAL ESTATE LLC

SALES

ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS
779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

Turnkey-furnished 2BR/2BA. A block to the beach.
Large pool! A best buy! $285,000

MLS
REAL ESTATE LLC

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com
sunco1@tampabay.rr.com

Mt. Vernon Deal! 2BR/2BA, ground level end unit
with views of Sarasota Bay. Private and spacious.
$140,000.

SUNSET LANDINGS
Full Gulf views from the upstairs master bedroom and living/
dining room downstairs. Across the street from community
bike path and direct beach access. Three large deck/patios.
Good rental income. Charming beach decor. $619,000

$165,000 CONDO. Located in the center
of Holmes Beach. This 2BR/1BA unit features a huge garage and walking distance
to everything.

Mike
Norman
Realty INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE
HOLMES BEACH
www.mikenormanrealty.com

IMPERIAL HOUSE Full unobstructed Gulf views from
this ground floor end unit in Imperial House. Deeded beach
access, pool, fishing dock are just a few of the amenities at
this 55-plus condo. $324,900.

5309 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach
w w w. g u l f b a y re a l t y. c o m

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE
REPUTATION
RESULTS

HERON’S WATCH 10 Min. to beachs. 3/2, 2 car garage. 4.5 yrs old. fenced,
room for pool. $259,000.
3/2 waterfront, large lot, lush landscape, upgrades,
room for pool. $299,900.
4 bedroom, handicap accessible, Birch cabinets, Corian tops,
Large covered porch. Extras, Like new. $295,000.
SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground floor, pool
view, tennis, turnkey, $239,000.
WOODLANDS 4-5BR/3BA Pristine Palma Sola. 2,875 sf. Many extras. $699,000.
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2BR/1.5 BA 304 58th St. HB
ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.
HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807
yrealty3@aol.com • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

HEALTH CARE Continued

SERVICES Continued

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strategic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible: gas/convenience store, bank, restaurant, etc.
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER AVAILABLE to help
a little or a lot, day or night. CPR, first aid, CNA
certified. Reliable, trustworthy, Island references.
Flexible scheduling. Personal/household care, driving, companionship. 941-778-5958.

LIGHT CARPENTRY, HOME repairs, handyman
work, deck repairs, dock repairs, etc. Retired tradesman, Island resident. No job too small. Call Steve
Doyle 941-778-1708.

GARDEN/HOME DECOR. Enchanting Holmes
Beach shop is fun to run. Only $45,000. Longview
Realty, 941-383-6112.
KIDS4HIRE
ISLAND TUTORING. Manatee High School freshman Chris Perez tutors elementary or middle school
children. Call 941-778-2979.
CALL ALEXANDRA, 15, for babysitting or oddjobs. Red Cross certified in first aid and babysitting.
941-778-5352
ISLAND TEEN EXPERIENCED, and certified child
care with Safe Sitter, CPR and Red Cross training, seven days a week. Maggie, 941-447-4632 or
941-778-8405.
BABYSITTING AND PETSITTING. Teen with
child daycare experience and Red Cross certified available all summer. Katie, 941-778-1491 or
941-447-4057.
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE ON the Island during the
summer. Lisa, 17, 941-538-8570.
KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
HEALTH CARE
NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES
LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports.
Flat rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service.
941-778-5476.
COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your
computer misbehaving? Certified computer service
and private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice.
941-545-7508.
ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING, wash away
mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable.
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944.
PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete computer solutions for business and home. Installation,
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wireless services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer,
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.
WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solving for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, Westcoast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or
cell 941-720-4152.
ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217.
TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spyware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom
system design. 941-224-1069.

We Make Owning a Vacation Home
on Anna Maria Island a Reality

ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Y OUR E XCLUSIVE I NVITATION
TO B EACH C LUB L IVING
The Beach Club on Anna Maria Island
offers luxury resort-style living in beautifully
appointed studio, one, two, or three-bedroom suites.
Enjoy the ambiance of Old Florida with
state-of-the-art comforts you expect from a luxury resort.
Dennis Girard, Realtor
Joanne Zimmerman, Realtor
941-778-2115 1-877-346-7711
www.TheBeachClubFlorida.com

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach

Fractional Ownership from $15,000 - $47,000
FINANCING AVAILABLE

This advertisement is being used for the purpose of soliciting fractional ownership sales as
governed by Florida Statutes Chapter 721 entitled The Florida Vacation Plan and Timesharing Act.
This offer is not directed to residents in any state in which a registration of the timeshare plan
is required but in which registration requirements have not yet been met.

SEWING: HEMMING, BUTTONS, minor alterations,
cushion covers, ironing. Errands: grocery, doctor’s
appointments. Call Terry, 941-778-3125.
CLEANING FAIRIES: LONG-time resident, weekly,
biweekly, reasonable rates and attention detail. Free
estimates. 941-778-5717.
A&B WINDOW CLEANING: residential, commercial, window caulking, pressure washing and painting. Island resident. Day: 941-545-3845. Evening:
941-536-6586.
PLEASE, LET ME clean your house for you, your
way. 20 years experience. Barb, 941-792-1381.
SUPER CLEAN YOUR home! I’m a fastidious,
Asian housekeeper who loves to clean. I’ll make
your home sparkle! Island resident, 100 percent
reliable with VIP references. Free estimates. Call
Pa, 941-778-3086.
ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria,
941-345-2162.
HUSBAND AND WIFE cleaning team with oldschool work ethics, references available. We also
have a house-checking service for vacationers. Call
Ginny, 941-727-8329.
INSIDE/OUTSIDE PRO. Thorough cleaning inside
and out. Pro cleaning, pressure wash, landscape,
windows, insured. Jeff, 941-545-0128.
WASH AND FOLD Service: Formerly at Holmes
Beach Laundromat, now available for pickup and
delivery to your door. Ironing, too. Call Cheryl,
941-773-1631.
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Paradise Improvements

778-4173

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist
Replacement Doors and Windows

Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault
Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References

SERVICES Continued

LANDSCAPING

COMPUTER GOT YOU down? Got a virus? Need
wireless, network setup? Web site? Need help? Call
JC, 941-484-7487.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your landscape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark.
941-301-6067.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do housekeeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you.
Cell, 941-592-8684.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design
and installation. Tropical landscape specialist.
Residential and commercial. 30-years experience.
941-729-9381.

Lic#CBC056755

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigeration. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and personalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411.
CAC184228.

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping
and property management. 15 years Island experience. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell
941-224-8569.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years
experience. References available. For a reasonable
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread,
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan.
941-504-7045.

941-527-7020
affordable • free estimates • insured

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional creates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell,
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Paver Brick Store.com

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing massage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

J&M
Tree Service

FREE
MULCH

Trimming • Topping • Removal • Stump grinding

Pool Deck, Patio & Driveway Renovations
Craig C. Fideler & Assoc, LLC
(941) 794-6504 • cfideler@paverbrickstore.com

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621
$10 off Repair

Appliance Repair

Same Day Emergency Service

Just Call the Doc!

Office: 941-794-8711

Emergencies: 941-565-2580

CBC 1253471

Serving all Makes

RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.
Residential • Commercial • Design service
Painting • Carpentry • Fencing
Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decks

941-720-7519 • References available

Islands Cleaning & Pet-Sitting Services
Cleaning and
pet-sitting services
in the comfort of
your own home

Island residents
for 15 years

“They’re our family too”

941-592-5464

Bob’s Mobile
Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial
Special

15%
off season

Discount
(Verifiable)

We Fix it All!
Call for a free estimate

813-671-7870 • 941-778-9588
Licensed and Insured

Don Meilner & Son
Construction Inc.
Commercial and residential contractor
serving Anna Maria Island for 27 years.
New construction, remodeling, kitchen
makeover … all your needs from
design to completion.
Call 941-778-3875
CBC021028

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay
close to home. We provide full house checking services - when and what you need - to ensure your
house is secure and cared for while you are away.
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.
UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift boutique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sunglasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure services. 941-713-5244.
PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINING: Private studio,
certified trainer, 16 years experience. Specializing in
sport-specific training, improving balance, strength,
and stamina. Toni Lyon, 941-928-8735.
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE WEEKENDS and weeknights. Experienced woman, Island references,
patient, caring and responsible. 941-726-5838.
LAWN & GARDEN
CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, landscaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured.
941-778-5294.
ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair.
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call
941-778-2581.
TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837.
ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching.
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resident. Cell 941-951-1833.
JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns,
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups.
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

Adopt-A-Pet
LOCAL KITTEN,
born in Cortez,
being fostered
on Anna Maria,
here’s Yin,
3-month-old male
tiger kitten, one
of six available,
neutered, rabies,
$60 adoption
fee. Call Julie at
SunCoast Real
Estate, 941-779-0202, or Manatee Humane
Society, 941-747-8808.
SPONSORED BY

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island references. Bill 941-795-5100.
CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island service since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back
flow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924
or 778-4461.
TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship,
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call Neil,
941-726-3077.

Kathy Geeraerts
Rentals & Sales

941-778-0455
www.greenreal.com

SUN

MAINTENANCE

& Service

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping
Irrigation • Uplighting
Shell • Mulch

778-4402

Henry’s Termite
and Pest Control

Call today for a
free estimate!
941-778-5253
Byebye!

State License # - SCC131149995

MENTION THIS AD,
GET 10% OFF!

“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?
Don’t leave the Island without
taking time to subscribe. You’ll
get ALL the best news, delivered
by the mailman every week. Visit
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach
– or call
941-778-7978.
Online edition: www.islander.org

Licensed and Insured
Henry E. Rindone, IV
2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

ANSWERS TO JULY 30 PUZZLE
ANSW
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CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert.
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

ANNUAL DUPLEX: ANNA Maria, 2BR/1BA,
screened breezeway, washer/dryer if needed. Walk
to beach and bay, near community center. Water
and garbage included, $875/month. 941-756-8787,
941-747-5071.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation: Many Island references. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.
JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handyman, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pressure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.
K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates.
941-544-8658.
SDB HOME REPAIR LLC: Handyman, painting, tile
work, sheetrock, hauling, electrical, light plumbing.
941-312-2239.
WOOD, TILE, MOSAIC and carpet. Custom installations, quality workmanship, prompt service, reliable.
Licensed and insured, free estimates, many Island
references. Contact Omar, 941-447-7627, opolar@
tampabay.rr.com.
MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS! Do you need help
with services for your home? Free estimates, 941580- 3312.
HURRICANE WINDOWS. 30 PERCENT off!
100 percent financed! We build, install and guarantee them! No other company does it all. Call
941-400-5384 for a free estimate good for one year.
License #20055584.
ABOUTGROUT: CLEANING, sealing, setting tile,
grout, repairs, insured. Proven methods. Free estimates. Call Jeff, 941-545-0128.

BRADENTON BEACH BRAND new duplex, block
from beach. 3BR/3BA two-car garage, granite
kitchen, marble baths, office, eight-person Jacuzzi,
elevator, balconies overlooking Gulf and Intracoastal. Turnkey furnished, absolutely pristine, no
pets, $2200/month annually with option to buy. Call
Lisa, 860-601-3838.
KEY ROYALE CANALFRONT paradise. 2BR/2BA,
tropical pool with spa, two boat lifts, minutes to Gulf.
Don’t miss it! $2,300/month, annual, available Aug.
1. 941-730-1086.
PRIME COMMERCIAL LOCATION in hear t
of Holmes Beach. 5382 Gulf of Mexico Drive, formerly Smith Realtors, all new interior, high visibility,
1,900 sf. Only $2,400/month. Also, 24x12 storage
unit, $250/month. 941-746-8666.
1BR/1BA ANNUAL APARTMENT furnished or
unfurnished. One block from beach and trolley stop.
Great outdoor living in Bradenton Beach. Call Liz,
941-778-2173 or 941-962-8844.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide variety,
changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-0202,
or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.
2/BR DUPLEX NEAR Blake, one block off Cortez
Road, extra clean, $725/month. 941-761-4040.
FURNISHED CONDO: 1BR/1.5BA redecorated.
Annual, $700/month. Most utilities paid. Close to
beaches. Call 941-758-9133.

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercial
hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

(941) 812-3809

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
WASH

CONSTRUCTION

,iÛ>ÌÊ-«iV>ÃÌÊUÊÊ >À«iÌÀÞÊ,i«>ÀÃ
Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073
LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988

Pawsitively
Pets
& Property Services Inc.
761-7511
Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
Pet Sitters

INTERNATIONAL

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island
Permitted/Licensed/Insured

WANTED TO RENT: 2-3BR/2BA, Jan 15-April 15,
2009. Prefer Anna Maria near Gulf. 877-476-0488,
ext. 214, or picard@agenet.com.
ANNUAL HALF DUPLEX, 3BR/2BA with washer/
dryer hookups, beautiful tile, close to beach, $900/
month. 1BR/1BA, tile, $700/month. No pets. Dolores
M. Baker Realty, 941-778-7500.

Airport Shuttle
Door-to-Door Shuttle
Special Events

941-580-5777
www.shuttleserviceami.com

Most major credit cards are accepted

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants,
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL rental. Elevated
duplex, 2BR/2BA, recently updated, walk to beach.
Two bonus rooms, large garage. $1,500/month.
404-441-6471, e-mail: f.dolan@yahoo.com.

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE

SPACIOUS ISLAND BAYFRONT. Dock, furnished.
$1,750/month, $800/week. $125/night includes utilities. 941-794-5980. www.divefish.com.

Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras
941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.
Warehouse/Workshops also available

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large 2BR/2BA,
den, hookups, central heating/air, pets considered, $925/month, $1,000 security. 941-962-5827.

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

RENTALS
RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal.
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or
800-749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

OFFICE, RETAIL, PROFESSIONAL Space. 8799
Cortez Road. 625 sf. Call 1-800-952-1206.
PALMA SOLA 3BR/2BA, 2-car garage. Walk to bay
and beach. Caged pool, separate 11x40 screened
lanai, updated domed kitchen, formal dining
room, much more. $1,595/month, plus deposit.
941-567-9492. 775-829-9492.
2BR/1BA, LARGE YARD, close to beaches, walk to
bay. $950/month. Agent/owner, 941-545-5786.

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD
Print an online classified ad submission:

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER
941-798-3112

HOW TO RELAX
ON AN ISLAND…
Your place,
your convenience.

____________ ___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

____________ ___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887

____________ ___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

Gift Certificates Available

____________ ___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual: Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 words: $40. Box: $4.
(Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classified print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).
Run issue date(s) ______________

__________

__________

__________ or TFN start date: ____________________

Amt. pd _____________________ Date ________________ Ck. No.❏ ____________ Cash ❏ __________ By ____________
Credit card payment: ❏

d ❏ u No.

_____________________________________________________________________

Name shown on card: _______________________________________________________card exp. date _________ / _______
House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill _________________________________ Billing address zip code ______________________
Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________________________
Web site: www.islander.org
5404 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach FL 34217

E-mail: classifieds@islander.org
Fax: 941-778-9392
Phone: 941-778-7978

MA#0017550

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handyman, fine woodwork, countertops, cabinets and
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

Serving the Island, LBK, and
Manatee County for 32 years

OR

778-4461
(CFC057778)

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

State Lic. CRC 1329024

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS

CHRISTIE’S 778-3924
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

PETER’S

HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Home Repair
Free
• Organizing
Rooms, Garage
• Soffit & Fascia
• Painting
Interior &
Exterior
• Ceiling Fans

tes

Estima

• House Watching
• House and
Apartment
Cleaning…
and
everything
in between!

No job is too small!
Licensed
and Insured

941.524.4568

We speak
German, too!

www.phs-bradenton.com
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RENTALS Continued

RENTALS Continued

REAL ESTATE Continued

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments.
941-778-2374.

PERICO BAY CLUB 1BR/2BA, one-car garage,
furnished villa. Available now through December.
$1,100/month. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

1BR/1BA MOBILE HOME. You own land in waterfront park. No monthly fees. Great condition.
Reduced!! $85,000. 513-470-3851.

VACATION RENTAL 2BR/2BA. Boat docks, pool.
$350/three days. $600/week. Turnkey furnished.
Realtor, 941-356-1456.

BEST BUY ON Pine Avenue. Residential/
commercial. $569,000, compare at $750,000.
941-773-0706.

LARGE DUPLEX: 2,000 sf with garage. Sunny
Shores, quiet, close to everything, beaches. Available now. $900/month. 941-761-1471.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/2BA home near Bean
Pointe, $1,500/month. 2BR/2.5BA Key Royale canalfront, $1,400/month. 2BR/1BA FURNISHED condo,
$1,000/month. 1BR/1BA Gulffront condo, $950/
month. 3BR/2BA Perico Island home, $1,500/month.
Call Sue at An Island Place Realty, 941-779-9320.

NEAR BEACH 1BR/1BA duplex. Covered parking, utility room with washer/dryer hookup, no pets.
$750/month plus utilities, $750 security deposit.
941-538-8200.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals.
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach,
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site
2spinnakers.com.

4-5/BR TOWNHOUSE FOR sale by British owner
at Sunbow Bay. Superb location, opposite Publix
supermarket. Turnkey furnished with beautiful
leather sofas. This house is all set up on three Web
sites as a rental unit and provides an excellent
income. Tennis courts and two swimming pools on
site. Open 1-5 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 3 and 1-5 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 9. 3803 Sunbow Bay, Unit 3A, off
East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. Offers invited in
excess of $425,000. Contact Rita at 941-778-7169
or 011-44-784-135-7017.

ANNUAL EFFICIENCY APARTMENT. Unfurnished.
1. No pets. 941-778-7039.

REAL ESTATE

HOME EXCHANGE? OUR New York City apartment for your Anna Maria Island place. We are getting married on the Island and would love to swap
around April 11, 2009. AnnabelKaplan@yahoo.
com.

TWO WOMEN RELOCATING with grandaughter
starting kindergarten need affordable annual as
soon as possible. 419-756-7980, gjsmith449@aol.
com.
ROOM FOR RENT. $100/week. 941-893-0757.
WANTED: ANNUAL UNFURNISHED 2BR/2BA
ground-floor apartment/house. Neat, single female,
senior citizen. No pets. 941-779-3993.

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA, or
1BR/2BA plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch,
workshop, carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, flowers and privacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum
roof. Handyman special. $629,000. 941-778-9217.
BRADENTON BEACH 2BR/2BA with Gulf just
across the street and terrific direct views. $440,000.
Owner, 941-388-5238.
LARGE UPDATED VILLAGE Green condo, 702
67th St. W. Open 1-3 p.m. Sunday. 941-795-5345.

KEY ROYALE ISLAND home, 3BR/2BA. Tastefully remodeled. Large pool, boat dock. $799,000.
Owner, 941-356-1456.
LONGBOAT VILLAGE HOME, 3BR/2BA, two-car
garage. Private master suite entrance. $685,000.
Lease option considered. Realtor, 941-756-1090.
HOME OFFICE, FREE-STANDING building comes
with updated 3BR/2BA, two-car garage, pool home.
$299,000. Realtor, 941-756-1090.
FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

New York Times Sunday Magazine Crossword

Free wireless Internet at The Islander!
Enjoy the Web on us when you visit
The Islander or Ooh La La!
Password: Islander
End Transmission.

Answers to this
week’s puzzle
on page 28
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REAL ESTATE Continued

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

GATED COMMUNITY, TURNKEY furnished
1BR/1.5BA. Heated pool, lease-option considered.
$89,900. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

HOW ABOUT TENNESSEE? For a list of available
lake and mountain homes and properties call Lakeside Realty toll free at 888-291-5253, or visit www.
lakesiderealty-tn.com.

GRAND OPENING LAKEFRONT sale! Sevenacres, $49,900. August 9 only. New to market! Spectacular, level, seven-acre hardwood setting, deep
waterfront! Prime Alabama location, minutes from
interstate! Gated community, paved roads, county
water, utilities, more. Lowest financing in years! Call
now, 800-564-5092, ext 1188.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606.
FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE
NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 football fieldsized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month!
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sunsiteslandrush.com.

Betsy Hills Real Estate,

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS TWO acres on mountaintop near New River State Park, great fishing, view, private, $29,500. Must sell, call owner
866-789-8535.
ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place
classified ads and subscribe online with our secure
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
and meet...

P.A.

terry H A Y E S

SALES & RENTALS
(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • Anna Maria
www.betsyhills.com

Global market. Global connections.

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA

Realtor

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com
PERICO BAY CLUB TOWNHOUSE
883 Waterside Ln., Bradenton:
2-3BR/2BA, 1,632 sf, furnished,
water and preserve views. Gated community. Only two miles to Gulf beaches.
$249,000. ML#571263.
email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

D

CE
EDU

R

2700-SF LOG CABIN kit and one-plus acre lake
access with free boat slips, only $84,900. Sale! Saturday, Aug. 2. 160,000-acre recreational lake in Kentucky! Ask how to receive $5,000 gas card! Lowest
financing in 25-plus years. Call now, 800-704-3154,
ext. 1938.

941.308.6494 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

FEATURED PROPERTY

9657 NW 18th Avenue Circle
Gated and custom built home with 4900 sf., covered pool,
living, dining, great room and game room with wet bar! Great
family home.

$999,000.

306 S Gulf Dr
Gulffront with private beach back yard. 4BR/3BA currently and successfully
used as duplex rental with a 2BR/2BA on one side and 2BR/1BA on the
other. Large L-shaped lot offers a pool and magnificent views of the Gulf.
Perfectly located just one block to Bridge Street shops and restaurants.

$1,749,000.
REDUCED! Anna Maria Gulf Front lot.
Build your dream home here. Walk the
sugar white sand beach, watch the
stunning sunsets, see the dolphins
swim by. Write your novel here! Becky
Smith or Elfi Starrett (941) 778-2246.
#M504998. $1,199,000

200 S. Gulf Drive

$795,000

KEY ROYALE beautiful corner lot with
large boat basin. Completely updated
2BR/2BA home with heated pool. New
kitchen with cherry wood cabinets and
Corian countertops, marble floors.
Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-2246.
#573998. $795,000.

2418 Avenue C

Builders home! Custom finishes, chefs kitchen in
this 3BR/2BA condo with exquisite gulf views and
panoramic island views from roof-top patio. Ready
for hot tub!

Reduced short sale $599,000
NORTHWEST BRADENTON exceptional Pine Meadow pool residence,
3-4BR/2BA. Seperate living and dining
areas, eat-in kitchen, family room, den/
office, vaulted ceilings and outstanding
caged pool area with summer kitchen.
Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246.
#576374. $329,900.

$749,000.

VALUE IS IN 2 LOTS only a few
100 yds.from Gulf. Beautiful street
& beach access. Build 2 homes or
remodel cottage & live in paradise.
2BR/1.5BA . Karen Day (941)
778-2246. #M573537. $849,000

SOLD unit 3— only 2 units left! Hurry! Bank-owned
foreclosure! Beachfront condos with granite and
10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for details. These won’t last at
current pricing.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT
Well maintained 3BR/2BA canal front
residence w/open floor plan, private
setting with new dock, paver brick
patio & drive and excellent Island location. Dave Moynihan (941) 778-2246.
#M564733. $499,000

798 N. Shore Drive

North end of Anna Maria just across street from beach!
Adorable beach house with 3BR/2BA plus 1BR/1BA guest
suite. Gulf views, vaulted ceilings, bright and open with lots of
windows and open plan. Beautifully maintained, fresh paint,
and furnished. Rental history in place!

Palm Isle Village

909 North Shore Dr

Investment opportunity! 300 feet from the beach,
turnkey furnished cottages with pool. Rental income
of $30k - $50k.

Amazing views from this bayfront with beach, one level and
custom renovated with granite and wood cabinetry. Beautiful open plan offers 3BR/3BA and garage.

Priced from the $450s

244 South Harbor Dr

Bayfront town home with dock and lift.Wonderfully
maintained and updated. Gorgeous views and roof top
patio is amazing!

$699,000.

PARADISE BAY Great community
with docks available for your boating
pleasure. Updated 2BR/2BA with
carport. Community center with pool,
just 1 mile to the beaches. Vince
Meaney, 941-778-2246. #A387808.
$159,900.

2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

$1,590,000.

105 81st St.

Adorable beach house 2nd in from Gulf with Gulf views.

Pending $749,000

546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228
t 941.308.6494
Each Office is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

discoverannamaria.com
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