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TOP NOTCHTOP NOTCH
Week 6 winner:
Drifting no more
Craig Fisher of Bradenton is this week’s 
winner in the newspaper’s six-week-
long Top Notch contest, winning 
front-page placement for his photo and 
an Islander newspaper “More-Than-
A-Mullet wrapper” T-shirt. Fisher’s 
entry — a photograph taken on Beer 
Can Island on North Longboat Key in 
April — will go into the pool of weekly 
winners eligible next week for the grand 
prize of $100 from the newspaper and a 
bevy of gift certifi cates and other prizes 
from Islander advertisers. Next week: 
the grand prize announcement.

Island business owners to 
DOT: ‘We won’t survive’

Lois Gift of Whitney Bank calls for an 
earlier closure of the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge for rehab work, saying the Sept. 29 
date is too late to start for the Island’s tour-
ist season. The meeting, organized by The 
Islander, took place at the Jolly Roger at 
Ooh La La! Bistro in Holmes Beach. 

Manatee County Commissioner Jane von 
Hahmann calls for Florida Department of 
Transportation offi cials to listen to constitu-
ents’ request for an earlier bridge closing.
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Manatee County Commissioner Joe McClash 
addresses a group gathered July 17 to discuss 
the bridge closure schedule.

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 More than 30 Island business owners gath-
ered in Holmes Beach July 17 to plead with 
the Florida Department of Transportation to 
move its planned 45-day closure of the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge forward to include most 
of September.
 Early September is when fewer tourists 
are on the Island and businesses will be less 
impacted by the absence of the Island’s “life 
line” — the Manatee Avenue bridge.
 However, DOT offi cials were noticeably 
absent from the meeting, although spokesper-
son Audrey Clarke had said “someone” from 
the DOT “will be in attendance.”
 Clarke, hired by the DOT for public rela-
tions, and Greg Wilson, the project administra-
tor of the $9.2 million project, both work for 
PB Americas, and attended the meeting hosted 
by The Islander.
 And they got an earful to take back to the 

DOT regional headquarters in Bartow.
  They learned that Island business owners 
believe the economic fate of numerous Island 
businesses — already battered by high taxes 
and insurance costs and a sagging U.S. 
economy — hangs in the balance. In a down 
economy, the business owners are counting 
heavily on the return of visitors and winter 
residents beginning Oct. 1 and a solid week 
of business the Thanksgiving holiday.
 That “return” is in jeopardy, they said.
 The fear among the owners is that having 
the bridge closed during October will cost 
them business. If the project is delayed and 
the bridge doesn’t open for the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday period, business owners fear the 
worst.

Small business survival in doubt
 “We can’t make it,” said Dave Russell, 
owner of Rotten Ralph’s restaurants in Anna 

Maria and Bradenton Beach.
 “A lot of businesses just won’t survive” 
if the bridge is still closed into Thanksgiving, 
he said.
 August and September are low revenue 
months already, he said, and with October and 
November, “that’s four months of losses. Who 
can survive that?” Russell said.
 And many long-time Island business 
owners predict a delay in the project.
 Dee Schaefer of the Beach Shop and the 
concessions at the county’s public beaches 
said she’s been a business owner on the Island 
for 21 years and has seen numerous public 
works projects. “And I’ve never seen a job 
yet that fi nished on time,” she said.
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 If the DOT were to move the closure date forward 
to just after Labor Day, with a planned opening date of 
around Oct. 15, business owners “could live with that,” 
said Jason Suzor of the Waterfront Restaurant in Anna 
Maria.
 In fact, some owners said they were “blind-sided” 
when the DOT announced the closure dates.
 Business owner Margaret Hoffman of Hurri-
cane Hank’s Bar and Grill said that when the DOT 
announced it would close the bridge in September “we 
all thought that it would start around the beginning of 
September and be closed September until mid-October. 
This Sept. 29 date was a shock.”
 Forty-fi ve days is “not so bad” if it’s all of Septem-
ber to mid-October, Hoffman added.
 Island tourism is at its lowest point of the year in 
January and September, said Schaefer, a point echoed 
by Ed Kirn of Island Vacation Properties.
 Island businesses expect the last two weeks of 
August and all of September to be a “down time,” noted 
Kirn. In fact, some Island businesses close during Sep-
tember to prepare for the Oct. 15 start of the season.
 For Matt and Dom Schole, who opened Matt and 
Dom’s Pastry Café in Anna Maria in October 2007, it’s 
a tough time for a small business trying to make it on 
seasonal visitors and mainlanders who come to Anna 
Maria via the Bridge.
 “It’s scary for us. This is going to hurt us,” said 
Matt Schole, who pleaded with the DOT for “anything 
you can do to help us, please, do it.”
 John Jaeger, owner of the Egret shops at several 
Island locations, said the earlier the DOT could close 
the bridge the better. It’s going to be a “real hardship” 
for the small businesses on the Island to survive if the 
bridge doesn’t re-open on time, said Jaeger.
 The “hardship” may have already arrived.

Visitors won’t come
 Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent Mary Ann Brockman said that out-of-town call-
ers to the chamber already are asking if the bridge is 
closed.
 “They tell me they want to come to the Island for a 

vacation, but they don’t want to come when the bridge 
is closed,” Brockman said.
 It’s worse that that, said Lois Gift of Whitney 
Bank in Holmes Beach. “Some of our customers have 
said they are not coming back until the bridge closure 
is done. They say they want their Manatee Avenue 
access.”
 The owners asked — begged — Clarke to carry the 
input back to the DOT, or give them an e-mail address 
so they could contact the DOT in Bartow directly with 
pleas for a date change.
 Clarke agreed to forward the requests, but noted 
there are going to be problems. “Time is of the essence,” 
she said.
 If the DOT agrees to the request to move the bridge 
closure to the week after Labor Day, schedules will have 
to be changed, requiring contractor Quinn Construction 
Co. Inc. to contact all the sub-contractors involved and 
agree to the date changes, ensure all materials are avail-
able for the earlier date and get approval from the U.S. 
Coast Guard, among a host of other issues.
 But at least make an effort, said Manatee County 
Commissioner Jane von Hahmann, whose district 
includes the Island.
 “If it’s viable, let’s do it,” she said.
 “These people who are trying to make a living 
have said they want to see an early September closure. 
Maybe the DOT should listen.”
 Clarke again agreed to take the message, but stressed 
that it’s up to the DOT to issue a formal response or 
schedule a meeting with the business owners.
 “We are not the ones to make the decision,” noted 
Clarke, “but I will take it through the proper channels 
and relay what the hardship is. A meeting will be at 
their discretion.”
 Some in attendance were not so kind to the Bartow 
DOT offi ce.
 “Shame on them for not attending. There’s no one 
from the Bartow offi ce here. This is our life-line,” said 
Islander owner Bonner Joy, who organized the meet-
ing and was assured by Clarke that the DOT would 
attend.
 The meeting was organized as a last-ditch measure 
after many pleas from Joy to the DOT to move the dates 
forward to include nearly all of September.
 Originally, the DOT had scheduled the reha-

bilitation project to start in January with an April 
closure. DOT officials said the information they 
received was that the Island’s tourist season had 
ended by April 1.
 Many Island business owners, including Ed Chiles 
of the Sandbar and BeachHouse restaurants, openly 
questioned the validity of the DOT’s information at a 
public meeting in October 2007, and campaigned that 
April is still part of the winter tourist season.
 After considerable input, the DOT agreed to give 
Islanders three options, none of which called for an 
early September closure date.
 With two options including a 105-day period with 
one lane of vehicular traffi c open — along with 15 days 
of total bridge closure — Islanders reluctantly voted 
to accept the DOT’s offer of a 45 day closure from 
September through October.
 When the DOT announced that it had changed the 
bridge closure to a 45-day period starting Sept. 29, the 
news seemed acceptable to Island residents and busi-
ness owners because it was better than other offered 
options.
 Some business owners, however, still questioned 
the late September closure, but the DOT offered no 
alternative dates.
 The DOT at that time said the late September date 
was chosen because of a concern that closing in early 
September was at the heart of the hurricane season.
 County Commissioner Joe McClash, who attended 
the July 17 Islander meeting, noted that when the county 
commission learned of the late September closure date, 
it had urged the DOT to consider an earlier closing, a 
plea that fell on deaf ears.
 “You have to deal with the weather no matter what 
time of year it is. I urge the DOT to do something as 
quickly as possible,” McClash said.
 Von Hahmann said that if the DOT won’t schedule 
a meeting with the Island business owners or agree to 
pursue an earlier closing, “We should go to Bartow” 
and demand a meeting.
 Clarke said that e-mailing the DOT in Bartow 
might be counterproductive and von Hahmann agreed, 
noting that Clarke taking the information in person to 
Bartow would be the “fastest way” for DOT offi cials 
to be apprised of Island concerns.

Bridge closure ires businesses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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MeetingsMeetings

  “Time is of the essence,” reiterated Clarke, who 
pledged to have the input from the meeting at the 
Bartow offi ce by Friday, July 18.

Bridge closure ires businesses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Anna Maria City
• July 24, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
• July 29, 10 a.m., Island Fireworks Task Force meet-
ing.
• Aug. 5, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
• Aug. 7, 5 p.m., budget work session.
 Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 
941-708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
• Aug. 7, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
• Aug. 12, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
 Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest
• Aug. 13, 5:30 p.m., The Islander candidate forum 
for the Aug. 26 primary at Holmes Beach City Hall, 
5801 Marina Drive, 941-778-97978. 
• Manatee County primary elections: Various precinct 
locations. www.votemanatee.com.

Health advisory issued for Cortez Beach
Bradenton Beach 
resident Ken 
Lohn submitted 
this photograph 
of what he said is 
polluted stormwa-
ter —evidenced 
by added food 
dye — running 
into Sarasota Bay 
near his home.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Manatee County Health Department issued an 
advisory for the north end of Cortez Beach July 17.
 High bacterial levels detected prompted the cau-
tion.
 No advisories were issued for other areas on Anna 
Maria Island or on Longboat Key.
 The readings that triggered the advisory were 
taken over the past fi ve weeks, according to Manatee 
County’s environmental department.
 Apparently a lack of rainfall, followed by excessive 
rainfall, caused excessive bird feces — pelican poop on 
the erosion jetty — to wash into the water, according to 
Bradenton Beach Police Chief Sam Speciale.
 County officials said the advisory, which was 
scheduled to be revised on July 23, cautioned that there 
may be risk to people with open sores or wounds.
 “This is only an advisory,” Speciale said. “The 
beaches are open and they are going to be monitoring 
this again.”
 Meanwhile, on the Sarasota Bay side in Bradenton 
Beach, a resident complained July 17 to city hall that  
polluted stormwater runoff from his neighborhood 
continues to fl ow into the bay.
 Ken Lohn of the 500 block of South Bay Drive 
put food dye into stormwater and took a photograph 
to illustrate his complaint to city offi cials.

 “How many more days of beach closures caused 
by health concerns will you tolerate before you do some-
thing about this assault to our natural environment and 
the health and safety of our citizens?” Lohn said in a 
letter to the mayor.
 Lohn is involved in a legal dispute with the city 
over neighboring properties — 502 Bay Drive S. 
and 109 Fifth St. S. — that have been permitted and 

issued certifi cates of occupancy by the city. Lohn 
maintains that the impervious surface of the site is 
70 percent and “far exceeds the 40 percent allowed.” 
He also maintains that the developer built an unper-
mitted exterior staircase and created a stormwater 
barrier.
 Due to the legal dispute, city offi cials were reluc-
tant to discuss his complaint last week.

Tidal water prompts 
complaint

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Coarse rock will be placed into a ditch on 29th 
Street in Holmes Beach to address the complaint of a 
property owner displeased with drainage improvements 
in the area.
 Lea Ducket owns a duplex in the 400 block of 
29th Street, where she complained to city hall that at 
high tide water fl ows from wetlands on the edge of 
Anna Maria Sound into the ditch along 29th Street near 
Avenue C.
 “What started out as a small ditch is now a reten-
tion pond,” Ducket said. “We’ve created a canal on my 
street. And, if you come out at high tide, you’ll see it’s 
fl owing inland.”
 The city invested in a major stormwater drainage 
improvement program in the 29th Street area last fall.
 Since then, a number of neighborhood residents 
have said that they are pleased with the project, noting 
that regular rainfall now drains from the streets rather 
than collecting in the intersections or their yards.
 But Ducket questioned the project’s success. She 
said the ditch near her property hinders access to her 
front door and her ability to bring a boat trailer onto her 
property.
 She also emphasized the water at high tide.
 “It gets stagnate. It’s an eyesore. It’s a huge liability 
issue in my opinion,” Ducket said.

Water collects in the drainage ditches along 29th Street in Holmes Beach on July 16. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

 Holmes Beach public works director Joe Duennes 
said the city will place coarse rocks into the drainage 
swale near Ducket’s duplex as early as this week.
 However, Duennes said he consulted with the project 
engineer and they determined that there is not a problem 
with the design of the drainage improvements.

 “It’s working properly,” he said. “Once they 
cleaned out all the ditches, the tidal water was able 
to come back up to its natural height or maximum 
height.…
 “And she’s sitting on top of wetlands. That’s the nature 
of the beast. But we can make it more pleasant for her.”

How to contact DOT
 The director of operations for the Florida 
Department of Transportation’s Bartow offi ce, 
District No. 1, is Ed Gonzalez. The main tele-
phone number for Bartow is 1-863-519-2300, 
or toll free 1-800-292-3368.
 The DOT’s Web site is www.dot.state.fl .us, 
where District One (Bartow) has a link under 
“contact us.”
 In addition, the DOT’s public relations 
offi ce e-mail address in Bartow is cindy.clem-
mons-adente@dot.state.fl .us, while e-mail for 
Gonzalez is ed.gonzalez@dot.state.fl .us.

Autumn leaves
Long-time Anna Maria activist Rick DeFrank and 
his wife, Autumn, have sold their home/business — 
Autumn’s Whims — in the city’s retail-offi ce-residential 
district on Pine Avenue and moved to northwest 
Bradenton. The sale of the property was completed on 
July 14. It was purchased by the couple in 1993 for 
$145,000. DeFrank, who has a history of speaking out 
publicly on city issues such as elections, stormwater 
drainage and parking, had been trying to sell his house 
for the past two years. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
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Visitors begin to explore Robinson Preserve after the grand opening July 19.

Robinson Preserve opens to publicRobinson Preserve opens to public
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Manatee County offi cials and citizens celebrated 
an environmental renaissance July 19 with the offi cial 
opening of Robinson Preserve.
 The hour of speeches leading up to a ribbon-cutting 
at the entrance of the northwest Bradenton preserve 
featured many superlatives.
 “Incredible,” said Manatee County Commission 
Chairperson Jane von Hahmann, referring to the pre-
serve. “In 1999, there was a development order for this 
property and today…”
 She gestured with an arm toward the gates to the 
preserve, with its mangrove shore, lakes, ponds, bridges 
and trails.
 “Wonderful,” said Manatee County Commissioner 
Joe McClash. “It’s a dream come true.”
 “Spectacular,” said Manatee County Commissioner 
Carol Whitmore. “It’s absolutely spectacular.”
 A joyful spirit also existed in the audience. “Super-
califragilisticexpialidocious,” said Nancy Tucker of 
Anna Maria, after listening to the congratulations and 
praise shared by county offi cials and staff. “I am so 
excited. I’ve waited and watched and helped and I’m 
just ecstatic.”
 Robinson Preserve consists of 487 acres of reha-
bilitated farmland.
 Bill Robinson, whose family partnered with the 
county to make the preserve a reality, called the land 
“perfect.” The preserve is bordered by Tampa Bay, 
Manatee River and Perico Bayou, but for years the 
property had been used as farmland, with nature’s fl ow 
of water blocked with dikes to protect crops.
 In 1999, plans to develop the land were presented 
to the county, including a proposal for a golf course and 
housing development with 460 units.
 Plans remain for an 18-hole golf course and 20 
housing units in the vicinity, but earlier this decade the 
county, in negotiations with the Robinson family, estab-
lished the partnership to build Robinson Preserve.
 The county purchased Robinson Preserve for a dis-
counted $10 million, with $6.4 million of the expense 
paid with Florida Communities Trust money and the 
remaining cost covered by county taxpayer funds dedi-
cated to preservation.
 Restoration in large part has been accomplished with 
grants from the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, the Southwest Florida Water Management 
District and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
 The celebration at the preserve began at about 9 
a.m., with a series of speeches. Manatee County con-
servation land management director Charlie Hunsicker 
opened the comments: “This, ladies and gentlemen, is 
a wonderful morning.”
 Von Hahmann welcomed the crowd, thanked the 
county staff, partnering agencies and the Robinson 
family.
 “I am so grateful to the Robinsons,” she said.
 McClash said Robinson Preserve is part of the 
county’s greater plan for northwest Bradenton. Nearby 
are the Palma Sola Botanical Park, Geraldson Farm, 
Neal Preserve and Perico Preserve.
 “The county commission raised the millage rate six 
or seven years ago to buy properties. We thought it was 

Manatee County 
offi cials and Robin-
son family members 
celebrate the grand 

opening of Robin-
son Preserve in west 
Bradenton during a 

ceremony July 12. 
Islander Photos: 

Lisa Neff

important to preserve,” he said.
 County Commissioner Amy Stein recalled being a 
“lone vote” against residential development almost a 
decade ago.
 “This,” she said, praising county staff for Robin-
son, “is such a wonderful achievement.”
 Whitmore also praised county staff and Pat Glass, a 
former county commissioner and member of the Swift-
mud board, and called Robinson Preserve “another 
jewel” in the county’s necklace.
 Robinson told the audience, “I am so proud.… It’s 
really a perfect piece of property.”
 Anna Maria Island residents can reach the preserve 
via the entrance at 99th Street West in Bradenton or 
on foot, bike or by boat at Perico Bayou near Manatee 
Avenue.
 The interior of the preserve features hiking paths, 
kayak and canoe waterways, bridges, picnic spots, a 
primitive campground, mangrove forests and a 53-foot-
tall tower with a wide-open view of the Tampa Bay 
area. The 120-year-old Valentine House, moved to the 
preserve by boat, is near the entrance to the property, 
scheduled for a renovation to become Robinson’s infor-
mation center.
 While the interior of the preserve serves the needs 
of Manatee County’s residents and visitors, the pre-

serve also serves the needs of many other creatures 
— 75 species of fi sh and marine invertebrates can be 
found in the preserve and more than 100 species of 
birds, including roseatte spoonbills, peregrine falcons, 
bald eagles and marsh sparrows.
 For months, the county’s conservation lands man-
agement department has coordinated legions of volun-
teers to help revive Robinson Preserve, now open daily 
from 8 a.m. to sunset.
 During the restoration, the county also sponsored 
a series of programs intended to introduce the preserve 
to the public, as well as bring people close to nature. 
Those programs will continue, said county naturalist 
Melissa Cain Nell.
 At 6:30 p.m. this Saturday, July 26, Robinson will 
be the site of a Wild Florida 101: Saltern Tracks and 
Scat program.
 Wild Florida 101 classes are designed for adult and 
teen participants over the age of 16. The programs pro-
vide the community with a way to discover more about 
the preserves, their resident wildlife and the county’s 
management methods.
 “The salterns of Robinson Preserve are a wonder-
ful place to fi nd footprints,” Nell said. “Our preserves 
are fi lled with wildlife, but you may not always see 
them. They leave behind plenty of signs for the careful 
observer.
 “In this program, participants will learn how to 
look for little clues that tell Rangers all about the crit-
ters that inhabit Manatee County’s preserves.”
 Reservations are required to attend the free pro-
gram. Write to Nell at melissa.nell@mymanatee.org 
or call 941-748-4501, ext. 4605. 

After a ribbon-cutting ceremony, visitors to Robinson 
Preserve see the park by wagon tour.

A kayaker 
explores 
Robinson 
Preserve.
Inset:
More than 
100 species 
of birds 
— includ-
ing wood 
storks 
— can be 
found 
at the 
preserve.
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SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

The north building at 1000 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 
Beach, is undergoing renovation where plans call 
for n three ground-fl oor condominium units and a 
second-fl oor penthouse. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Gulffront condominium undergoes rehab
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 To passersby the Beach House Resort on Gulf 
Drive North in Bradenton Beach is undergoing a major 
renovation.
 To government offi cials, the property owners and 
the contractor, the 10-unit condominium is a minor 
development.
 The “minor” classifi cation is of major importance. 
The renovation work falls under the so-called “50 per-
cent rule” and thus the project application did not trig-
ger a hearing or review before Bradenton Beach’s plan-
ning and zoning board, according to building offi cial 
Steve Gilbert.
 The development has a long history in Bradenton 
Beach — and a somewhat complicated one.
 Passersby see two buildings at 1000 Gulf Drive N. 
— a south structure and a north structure. In the 1970s, 
a single-family home located on the beach was moved 
east, placed on top of three ground-level units in the 
north building, said building contractor Rick Hager, 
owner of Goodwood and Stone Builders. Hager’s com-
pany is overseeing the renovation.
 “The south building was added for condominium 
purposes,” Gilbert said.
 “And essentially the north and south buildings 
were combined into a condominium a number of years 
back,” Gilbert continued as he sat in his offi ce with a 
fi le on the property about two-inches thick.
 Five years ago, the property owners obtained a 
permit for “cosmetic remodeling and replacement of 
stairs on the south building. The interior renovations 
went smoothly. The stairs they had some problems with 
and changes were made a couple of times,” according 
to Gilbert.
 The improvements at that time consisted primarily 
of new cabinets in the kitchen, installation of new tile 
and trim, Gilbert said.
 In late 2005, the city’s history on the property indi-
cates, the owners wanted to make the same improve-
ments in the north building.
 “Back in 2005 a permit was granted to do interior 
renovations — kitchen renovations, minor drywall 

repairs,” Gilbert said.
 During the course of the renovation, workers dis-
covered termite damage — extensive damage.
 Efforts to identify and repair that damage prompted 
a complaint to the city that the work exceeded the scope 
of the permit. A review by then building offi cial Ed 
McAdam resulted in a fi nding that the north building 
was “structurally defi cient.”
 In June 2006, city hall was approached with new 
plans for the property.
 Hager said tearing down the north structure and 
building new was an option, but not the preferred 
option.
 “One of the things that was a consideration is that 
there are few ground-level condominiums for rent on 
the Gulf for ADA purposes,” Hager said, referring to 
access under the U.S. Americans with Disabilities Act.  

“One of the reasons that the owner wanted to continue 
with the ground level was access, easily accessible.”
 Gilbert said Hager and the property owners 
approached city hall “to take a good hard look again at 
what substantial improvement means and see whether 
we could do this under non-substantial improve-
ment.”
 In consultations involving city and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency representatives, Gilbert 
said it was determined that the north and south building 
should be considered one condominium development 
and the total value of the development used in deter-
mining whether a renovation project exceeded the 50 
percent threshold.
 “The 50 percent applies to the value of the build-
ing — 50 percent of the real world cost of that build-
ing,” Gilbert said. “This doesn’t qualify as a substan-
tial improvement based on FEMA’s rating. There’s 
no increase in the exterior envelope. Essentially it’s 
the same front elevation. It’s a signifi cant repair and 
remodel job.”
 The valuation of the condominium was set at about 
$1.61 million. With the renovation expected to cost 
about $600,000, the project cost is 12 points under the 
50 percent rule at 38 percent of the valuation.
 Work began at the site earlier this year.
 “We’re rehabbing four units out of the 10,” Hager 
said. “The termite damage was signifi cant and we have 
to redo the downstairs pretty much. The upper level, it 
is going to be approximately 15,000 square feet. The 
three units downstairs will be one bed and one bath, 
about 500 square feet each.”
 Hager said he expected the project to be completed 
before the 2008-09 winter vacation season.
 “I’ll be ready in the fall,” he said.
 When work began with the removal of a roof on 
the north building, Gilbert began receiving inquiries 
from people — including city offi cials — questioning 
the scope of the project.
 “We have two buildings with a soft connection,” 
Gilbert said, adding that the National Flood Insurance 
Program covers those two buildings as one “block.”
 “That is your trigger,” the building offi cial said.
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Seeing red on July 4
 Well another July 4 has come and gone — this time 
with a sense of disappointment.
 My family has been traveling to Anna Maria Island 
for the last seven years just to see the fi reworks on the 
beach.
 This was our last year. 
 Due to the crackdowns and possibly some impact 
from the economy, the fi reworks on the beach this year 
were lackluster compared to past years.
 My family has spent a lot of money here on the 
Island over the last several years and I am sure the local 
business owners have appreciated that. But we will be 
going somewhere else in coming years.
  I realize that certain fi reworks are illegal, but I 
feel that there has been far too much enforcement of 
that for just one traditional evening. Everyone knows 
there is a certain degree of risk with fi reworks and 
people need to be responsible for their actions without 
local authorities going overboard. America is great for 
countless reasons and fi reworks on the beach once a 
year is one of those reasons.
 Ernest Christy, Souderton, Pa.

St. Joe’s eyesores
 We own a home on Perico Island, which adjoins 
land the St. Joe Company acquired for the Seven 
Shores development.
 Prior to completion of the acquisition, there 
was much concern about how the project would 
affect the natural environment on Perico Island 
and the entrance to Anna Maria Island. All were 
assured, despite area residents’ concerns, that the 
development would enhance the Perico Island-
Anna Maria Island area. The land acquisition went 
through and the Seven Shores development was 
begun.
 Then the real estate market took a downturn, result-
ing in the project coming to a halt.
 On a recent trip to our home, we rode past the land 
acquired by the company. The convenience store and 

marina that were used by many have been shut down 
and left to stand vacant. The surrounding area is unat-
tended to, defi nitely not an enhancement to the Perico 
Island-Anna Maria Island area.
 We feel that St. Joe Company has an obligation 
to the residents of Perico Island-Anna Maria Island to 
clean this area up and get rid of an eyesore.
 It is their corporate responsibility to stand by the 
prior assurance to enhance our area, despite the deci-
sion to put the project on hold due to changes in the 
real estate market.
 Do the right thing, St. Joe, and clean up the area.
 Ray and Barb Reineck, Rochelle, Ill.

Sarasota’s ride
 Anna Maria Island gets the shaft. The trolley has 
been extended to Sarasota using three new trolleys — 
one spare and two others — to make the trips.
 Meanwhile, Anna Maria Island has two county 
buses and one old trolley. Figures.
 Marion Kelly, Anna Maria

Have your say
 The Islander welcomes and encourages your opin-
ion letters. 
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 250 
words and reserves the right to edit for length and 
grammar. Letters must include the city you reside in 
for publication and a phone number (for verifi cation 
only). Anonymous letters will not be printed. All letters 
to the editor remain on fi le at The Islander and avail-
able to the public.
 Letters are published on a space-available 
basis with regard to timeliness of the material. 
Writers are limited to one published letter per 
month.
 Address letters to Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, fax to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail to news@islander.org.

Great ideas
 The history of man’s great innovations is lengthy, but 
the Internet must be right up there on the list. It provides all 
manner of history’s greats. And worsts. In fact, we found a 
100 worst ideas list published originally in Time magazine. 
 No. 1 is Prohibition. On our list it would be the Florida 
Department of Transportation’s planned closure of the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge to motor vehicle traffi c in October and 
November.
 No. 2 on Time’s list: Suntans. No problem. Fewer folks 
will come to the beach to bask, dine and shop on Anna Maria 
Island during the bridge closure, which is timed by the DOT 
to occur just as the new season’s visitors start to trickle to 
our shore.
 No. 3 is leisure suits. Some business folks might check 
their closets, because while the bridge is closed they will 
surely experience extra leisure time and a lime green suit 
might be just the attraction needed.
 No. 4 and more, Michael Jackson’s marriage to Lisa 
Marie Presley, new math, the blacklist, comeback tours, 
asbestos, the designated-hitter rule, Barney, Crystal Pepsi 
and New Coke.
 Also on Time’s list: DDT, Smell-O-Vision, spray-on 
hair, kudzu, aerosol cheese and Flowbee.
 More? Psychic hotlines, the DeLorean, plus-size Span-
dex apparel, Astroturf, mood rings, and, yes, the Edsel.
 The DOT doesn’t need to drive a fl eet of Edsels to shoot 
to the top of our worst decision-makers list.
 At a gathering of Island business owners last week, the 
No. 1 worst decision made was that the DOT did not send a 
representative. While the spokesperson for the ongoing rehab 
of the AMI Bridge said “someone” from DOT would attend, 
she said at the end of the meeting that she is not the DOT. And 
the bridge project administrator present at the meeting also is 
not the DOT. They both work “on contract” for the DOT.
 This may sound like splitting hairs, but the spokes-
person told business owners in attendance — some 30-35 
people — that after sharing their heart-felt, sincere, logical 
reasons to change the timing of the bridge they should write 
down their comments or provide minutes of the meeting to 
send to the DOT. 
 Maybe they were contracted to manage us, too.
 “What?” was the cry from the room. “Aren’t you here 
to listen to us? Aren’t you here for the DOT?” The message 
from the attendees was to close the bridge sooner, not later 
— and several claimed the DOT duped us by saying 45 days 
starting in September and then setting the closure date for 
Sept. 29, which really amounts to October and November.
 Maybe we were “talking to the hand.”
 It was the fi rst time, admittedly, we all got together on 
our knees and begged to be heard. 
 We could keep trying, but soon we’ll run out of time. 
And bad timing could send some businesses the way of disco 
and aerosol cheese — to the forgotten list.
 Your input on closing the bridge in the slowest time for 
business and visitor is needed.
 Please, send your comments to news@islander.org. We 
promise to share them with the DOT. We just can’t promise 
you’ll be tops on their list.
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Date Low High RainfallHigh Rainfall
July 13 73 87 1.40July 13 73 87 1.40
July 14 82 89 0July 14 82 89 0
July 15 82 93 0July 15 82 93 0
July 16 76 80 1.0July 16 76 80 1.0
July 17 76 90 .20July 17 76 90 .20
July 18 78 92 0July 18 78 92 0
July 19 79 93 0July 19 79 93 0
Average Gulf water temperature 88°Average Gulf water temperature 88°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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 • Anna Maria Mayor Chuck Shumard told the 
Coalition of Barrier Island Elected Officials he 
wanted an Islandwide curfew for youths 15 and 
younger after he learned that a gang called the 
Island Thugs was responsible for a series of recent 
burglaries and vandalisms on the Island. The pro-
posal was opposed by Holmes Beach Commis-
sioner Don Maloney.
 • Bradenton Beach resident Bill Arnold was 
appointed to the city commission to fi ll a vacancy 
caused when Commissioner Dan Goodchild 
resigned.
 • Holmes Beach city commissioners scheduled a 
work session to discuss a proposed 1998-99 budget 
of $4.78 million, down from the previous year’s 
budget of $5.99 million. The millage rate was to 
remain at 2.25 in the budget.

Ex-GSR principal sued 
by former company

This “spec-home” on South Bay Boulevard in Anna 
Maria was the only tangible result of GSR’s Villa 
Rosa housing project. The unfi nished house has 
been for sale for three years for about $2.2 million. 
Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Just three years ago, Steve Noriega and partner 
Robert Byrne were principals in GSR Development 
LLC, a company with major-league plans to develop a 
number of Island properties, including the $20 million 
Villa Rosa housing project in Anna Maria.
 But the once mighty GSR has stumbled into the 
fi nal throes of bankruptcy.  Byrne, forced into personal 
bankruptcy, recently claimed he had only $500 in assets, 
and both Byrne and Noriega have given up any interest 
in the company.
 GSR, however, is still interested in Noriega.
 Two weeks ago, attorney Richard Prosser and his law 
fi rm, which represents GSR, fi led an “adversarial proceed-
ing” claim in federal bankruptcy court alleging Noriega 
was paid $134,257 by GSR in four separate payments 
between July 21, 2005, and May 10, 2006, as “fraudulent 
transfers” while he was still involved with GSR.
 Prosser and his law fi rm didn’t stop with Noriega.
  A claim also was fi led against real estate agent Tina 
Rudek, alleging she received a commission of $129,000 
from GSR for the sale of 407 74th St. in Holmes Beach. 
The suit claims that the property was owned by Robert 
Byrne at the time of sale, not GSR, and any commission 
should have come from him.
 Prosser also set his sights on Spectrum Manage-
ment Inc., GSR’s development arm, claiming GSR paid 
the company $609,760 when GSR was insolvent.
 Spectrum owner Paul Gallizzi said that the money 
was used to pay subcontractors for work performed on 
GSR projects, including the $2.5 million house at Villa 
Rosa that NBA player Theo Ratliff was scheduled to 
purchase at one time. GSR allegedly never paid the full 
amounts due Spectrum and Spectrum has been sued by 
numerous subs for the balances.
 Not to be outdone, Gallizzi has fi led a claim against 
Byrne in his personal bankruptcy case, alleging Byrne 
owes Spectrum $907,945 for its work on seven housing 
projects undertaken outside the scope of GSR Develop-

ment. The money is the total amount of liens against 
Spectrum brought by the subcontractors.
 Gallizzi has also filed a $25,000 claim against 
Byrne for an escrow account he alleges Byrne took 
that rightfully belonged to Spectrum.
 Just three years ago, Byrne displayed a fi nancial 
statement claiming a net worth of $42 million, while 
at the same time, Noriega’s fi nancial statement alleged 
he was worth $28 million.
 Both men have given up all interest in GSR after 
placing it in bankruptcy in July 2006, but the case has 
not yet been discharged by the court. GSR attorneys 
are still seeking assets that belong to the company.
 Along with the action against Noriega, Spectrum 
and Rudek, GSR fi led adversarial proceedings the same 
day against Credit Suisse (formerly Boston Financial), 
Marshall & Illsley Bank, Daniel Alexander and Richard 
Wieland. 
 The defendants, including Noriega, have until Aug. 
13 to respond to the allegations.
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Record ‘dead zone’ predicted in Gulf of Mexico

A chart shows 
the size of the 
Gulf of Mexico 
“dead zone” 
over the years. 
Islander Image: 
NOAA

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Scientists predicted that this year’s Mississippi 
River fl ooding will cause the largest “dead zone” in 
the Gulf of Mexico on record.
 “Dead zone” refers to an area where seasonal 
oxygen levels drop too low to support most life in 
bottom and near-bottom waters, according to Nanette 
O’Hara of the Tampa Bay Estuary Program.
 The low-oxygen — or hypoxic — area is caused 
by high levels of nutrients that stimulate the growth 
of algae that sink and decompose. The decomposition 
process depletes oxygen in the water.
 Such dead zones have been linked by scientists to 
red tide blooms that impact Florida’s Gulf Coast.
 Scientists with the Louisiana University Marine 
Consortium, Louisiana State University and the 
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration made 
their record dead zone forecast July 15.
 The research team predicted that the zone off the 
coast of Louisiana and Texas in the Gulf of Mexico 
could measure 8,800 square miles — about the size of 
New Jersey.
 Last year, the dead zone measured about 7,903 
square miles. The largest dead zone to date in the Gulf 
of Mexico was documented at 8,481 square miles in 
2002.
 “The prediction of a large dead zone this summer 
is due to … exceptionally high fl ows from the Missis-
sippi and Atchafalaya rivers,” LSU scientist R. Eugene 
Turner said.
 “The strong link between nutrients and the dead 
zone indicates that excess nutrients from the Missis-
sippi River watershed during the spring are the primary 
human-infl uenced factor behind the expansion of the 
dead zone,” said Rob Magnien of the NOAA Center 
for Sponsored Coastal Ocean Research.
 The U.S. Geological Survey reported earlier this 
year that due to extensive fl ooding, record amounts of 
nitrogen and phosphorous would fl ow into the Gulf of 
Mexico this summer — the highest amount in the last 
three decades, representing a 40-60 percent increase.
 Dead zones cause worry for commercial and rec-
reational fi sheries, as well as other wildlife habitat.
 Some scientists also have theorized that dead zones 
can be factors in red tide outbreaks. NOAA scientists 
released a report about six months ago linking Missis-
sippi River fl ooding to red tide blooms in the eastern 
Gulf of Mexico.
 The NOAA study found that the nation’s coastal 
waters are stressed and  “the potential for serious deg-
radation in most of our estuaries necessitates that we 
reinvigorate efforts to address nutrient pollution.”

Estuary program 
offers grants

 The Tampa Bay Estuary Program will offer mini-
grants for bay improvement projects proposed by citi-
zen groups and organizations in Hillsborough, Manatee 
and Pinellas counties.
 Schools, civic associations, non-profi t organizations 
and other community groups are invited to apply by 
completing an application at www.tbep.org/baymini-
grants.html.
 New for the 2008-09 grant year is a grant category 
for teachers — with awards up to $500.
 Also this year, TBEP is offering “special criteria” 
grants up to $10,000 for habitat restoration projects that 
improve local fi sh and wildlife species.
 TBEP will conduct a workshop for grant applicants 
at 6 p.m. Aug. 20 at the Tampa Bay Regional Planning 
Council in Pinellas Park.
 The deadline to apply for a grant is 3 p.m. Monday, 
Oct. 1.
 For more information, contact TBEP’s Misty Cladas 
at 727-893-2765 or misty@tbep.org.

Advocacy group 
forms to protect 

Sarasota Bay
 Sarasota Bay Watch Inc. was launched ear-
lier this month as a group dedicated to preserv-
ing and restoring the bay’s ecosystem.
 The group’s inaugural event — the Sarasota 
Bay Great Scallop Search — will take place 
Aug. 23, when people with shallow water boats 
will depart Sarasota’s Ken Thompson Park to 
spend a few hours on the grass fl ats monitoring 
the scallop population.
 SBW is a non-profit group founded by 
Rusty Chinnis, Ryan Denton, John Ryan and 
Sandy Gilbert, who serve on the board of direc-
tors along with Lowe Morrison, Capt. Johnnie 
Walker and Charlotte Richardson.
 For more information about SBW, visit 
sarasotabaywatch.org or call Chinnis at 
941-383-2900.

Watery issue
With the return of the rainy season, the city 
of Anna Maria faces its perennial problem of 
drainage and stormwater runoff as evidenced 
by this view of Gulf Drive after a recent 
storm. While a drainage project is sched-
uled to begin later this year, the city has also 
formed a committee to revise the ordinance 
on lot coverage and surfaces. Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin (See story page 10)
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Fire district committee facilitating facilities
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Faced with aging fire stations that need to be 
remodeled and refurbished to meet the modern day 
“mandates” of state government, the West Manatee 
Fire Rescue District board has asked members of its 
facilities committee to provide public input on what’s 
needed at the stations before proceeding with any 
upgrade campaign.
  WMFR Chief Andy Price said at the committee’s 
July 16 meeting that when the current fi re stations were 
built 20 to 30 years ago, little thought was given to 
what services the stations would provide in the future. 
The facilities committee will, hopefully, ensure that 
doesn’t happen again.
 “Twenty years ago, we were an all-volunteer fi re 
department,” Price said. “We didn’t think where we 
would be in 20 years.”
 Now the district has 43 full-time staff members, 
30 reserve offi cers, an annual budget of $5.5 million 
and emergency medical services personnel, which are 
not district employees, on duty at each station. The sta-
tions need to be upgraded and the committee’s input is 
needed before any renovation planning begins.
 One of the major goals of the committee is to 
inspect each fire station and provide Price and the 
board with a “wish list” of what should be upgraded, 
expanded or included in any remodeling project.
 An example, noted Price, is the “community room” 
at each of the district’s three active stations.
 While the room is used by a number of outside 
agencies for meetings and functions, that space could 
be used for staff offi ces, sleeping quarters, dining facili-
ties or other district-related needs. 
  Offi ce space is a major district problem. The admin-
istrative staff is spread out among the three stations and 
no station has enough offi ce space to accommodate all 
administrative staff in a single location, noted Price.
 Additionally, fi refi ghters have little space for quar-
ters and a bed. With EMS personnel at each station, 
bunk space is always at a premium.
 The committee also will look at “going green,” by 
considering alternative power sources such as wind and 
solar energy for a remodeled fi re station.
 Price and the board hope that public input from the 
committee will help “get the word out” and provide 
support for the long-term goal of getting the district 

stations to meet the needs of the 21st century. 
  At the same time, the board must conform to the 
requirements of various ‘mandates’ from county, state 
and federal authorities regarding fi re service.
  It’s a balancing act between upgrading fi re stations 
and public support and fi nancing, noted Price.
  “We don’t want to spend a lot of money on a major 
overhaul of the fi re stations without community sup-
port,” he said.
  And any overhaul will likely take a lot of money, 
money that the board will probably get from a bond 
issue as opposed to its yearly operating budget. The 
current annual assessment for fi re services is at the 
legal maximum, said Price, although it can be increased 
annually to match the personal income growth factor.
 Other than a bond issue, however, the district has 
few options to increase revenue.
 The district is already “built out,” said Price, and 
has lost population — and income — to annexations 
by Bradenton.

 But fi rst things fi rst. 
  The facilities committee will provide the board 
with a “wish list.” The board will then hire a profes-
sional to come up with a design and cost estimates for 
what the board wants to build, rebuild or eliminate, 
based upon input from the committee.
 Committee members will tour each fi re station July 
30 before meeting to discuss specifi c “wants and needs” 
at each location.
 The WMFR district has three operational stations: 
in Holmes Beach, on Cortez Road West and at the Man-
atee Avenue West-66th Street intersection. A former 
station in Bradenton Beach belongs to the district’s 
auxiliary organization and has not been utilized as a 
fi re station for a number of years, Price noted.
 Members of the facilities committee include Caro-
line Keller, Randy Cooper, Ray Shannon, the Rev. Rose-
mary Backer, David Spicer, Kerry Ward, Anna Maria 
Mayor Fran Barford and George Burtless, in addition 
to Price and WMFR deputy chief Brent Pollock.

Winged hatchlings
Last week brought the arrival of several hatchlings on the Gulf shore in Bradenton Beach near 26th Street 
North — not marine sea turtle hatchlings but black skimmer chicks. The birds, a protected species in Florida, 
began nesting on the beach near 26th Street this year and also returned to nest on the beach in Anna Maria. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff



 10  JULY 23, 2008  THE ISLANDER

hair•skin•massage•nails•makeup 
OPEN 7 DAYS!

5311 gulf drive holmes beach in the Tidemark shops
941.778.5400 acquaaveda.com

SUMMER FRESH

929-1850 • 12408 Cortez Rd. W
or visit us at:  www.abcbabyrental.com

Baby and Beach Rentals

ABC Rentals

Summer Sizzlin Sale Days 
at ABC Rentals and sales

20% off 
Life is C  _ _P T-shirts 

 Reg. $19.99 
 Now $16.99  
 expires 8/01/08

Rent any 
2 baby 

items and 
receive 
the 3rd 

item free. 
expires 8/01/08

Life is C

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us atFind us at

Club BambooClub Bamboo  

Tide and Moon  Jewelry

Come see our new 
Summer Stock

Island’s best selection
of chunky-funky sterling

and stone jewelry.

2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050 • 941.778.4050

Anna Maria wades through 
stormwater runoff, surface issues

Committee surfaces
The Anna Maria ad-hoc lot-coverage committee held its fi rst meet-
ing on July 16. In attendance were, from left, building offi cial Bob 
Welsh, planning and zoning board members Randall Stover and 
Sandy Mattick and P&Z board chairman Doug Copeland. Islander 
Photo: Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria’s newly formed ad-hoc permeable lot-
coverage committee met for the fi rst time July 16 in an 
effort to revise language in the city’s ordinance 06-672 
dealing with paving materials and lot coverage. Critics 
of the ordinance say the language is too confusing and 
a revision is needed.
 The task, however, does not appear to be an easy 
one, said committee member Randall Stover.
 “Some statements [in the ordinance] are impossi-
ble” to understand. “This could be a 10-year project.”
 Agreed, said building official Bob Welsh. In 
fact, revising the ordinance should likely occur at the 
same time the city 
rewrites its land-
development regu-
lations.
 Ordinance lan-
guage that has long 
been contentious 
to contractors and 
the planning and 
zoning board are 
the words “imper-
vious surface,” 
and a clear defi ni-
tion of “pervious,” 
added Stover.
 Welsh  sug-
gested that the 
ordinance define 
“required open 
space,” rather than 
percentage of lot 
coverage.

 Committee member Sandy Mattick said the per-
centage of lot coverage should be “buildable area,” 
compared with total lot area. Stover wanted develop-
able area defi ned in the ordinance and coverage per-
centage should apply only to developable area, not the 
entire lot size.
 Members discussed having the maximum building 
coverage area for a residential lot put at 35 percent, 
compared to the current 40 percent maximum.
 The committee consensus was to defi ne “develop-
able area” in relation to lot coverage and determine a 
percentage for open space. 
 Prior to their next meeting, committee members will 
research “pervious” materials and be prepared to dis-

cuss allowances and 
incentives for use 
of certain types of 
paving materials.
 Welsh will 
schedule the next 
meeting once he 
has a collection 
available of vari-
ous  “perv ious” 
materials for com-
mittee members to 
inspect.
 M e m b e r s 
of the committee 
are Welsh, Stover, 
Mattick, planning 
and zoning board 
chai rman Doug 
C o p e l a n d  a n d 
public works direc-
tor George McKay.

Bradenton Beach OKs parking signs
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A Bradenton Beach advisory committee wants the 
city to go international with its way-fi nding signs.
 The ScenicWAVES advisory committee, meeting 
July 14 at city hall, recommended asking the city com-
mission to authorize the installation of international 
signs directing motorists to parking spaces.
 Committee members Connie Drescher and Pat 
Gentry, working with the city’s building and police 
departments, drafted a letter to the city commission.
 The ScenicWAVES committee voted to pass the letter 
on to the city commission, asking to spend as much as $500 
from the ScenicWAVES project fund for the new signs.
 “It’s being suggested that the city use these signs 
for ease of recognition for visitors,” Drescher said, 
adding that the international parking signs basically 
show a “big P with an arrow.”
 “I’ve seen them, they are really clear,” Drescher 
said. “This is going to be excellent.”
 Drescher estimated that 20 signs would be needed 
to direct motorists to public parking at the beaches and 
in the commercial district.

 City projects and programs manager Lisa Marie Phil-
lips said the signs would cost about $20 each. “They have 
them ready made that we can just order,” she added.
 In other business, the committee endorsed a fi nal draft 
of a Trolley Up educational card, information to be placed 
on buses and in area businesses to help people travel to 
the Island and on the Island via public transportation.
 Specifi cally the information is intended to encourage 
ridership on the fare-free Island trolley, which operates 
about every 20 minutes from 6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. daily 
from the Anna Maria City Pier to Coquina Beach.
 People can reach the Island via Manatee County 
Area Transit’s free Beach Express on Sundays and holi-
days, as well as Bus 6 via Cortez Road and Route 3 via 
Manatee Avenue.
 Also, the Island trolley now connects at Coquina 
Beach with a Longboat Key Trolley that travels to 
downtown Sarasota from 5:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. 
The Longboat trolley fare is 75 cents one way.
 The next ScenicWAVES meeting will take place at 
3 p.m. Aug. 11 at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N. Before 
the general meeting, at 2 p.m., the group’s parking sub-
committee will meet.

Adjustment board meeting continued
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A Bradenton Beach Board of Adjustment meeting 
called to hear an appeal of a building offi cer’s decision 
was continued from July 16 to Aug. 6.
 The four-member board, meeting at city hall, 
lacked a quorum. Dan Debaun and chairman John 
Burns attended the meeting, but members Karen Cun-
ningham and Barton Weeks did not.
 The issue before the board, which does not meet 
on a regular basis, is a complaint fi led with the city 
by Cindy Dagher and Mark Mixon regarding the 
Sunset Beach Motel and The Beach Club at 2201 
Gulf Drive.
 Dagher and Mixon have raised concerns about 
noise from 10 air conditioners and the proximity of 
the equipment to their property.
 “The location of these units has created an ongo-

ing hardship with the quality of life we had enjoyed 
before … this project,” the appeal stated. “We ask 
the board to hear our plea and restore peace back in 
our lives.”
 City building offi cial Steve Gilbert has worked 
with Dagher, Mixon and the resort to resolve the neigh-
bors’ complaints, including negotiating a requirement 
that the units be covered with blankets and buffer with 
landscaping.
 However, the problems remained, according to 
Dagher and Mixon.
 “We feel that decisions made by the past and pres-
ent building offi cials are in question as to whether the 
project meets city and land-development codes,” stated 
the appeal. “We believe numerous violations exist and 
ask the board’s interpretation of these codes.”
 The meeting was continued to 6 p.m. Aug. 6 at city 
hall, 107 Gulf Drive N. 
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Everything Under The Sun
Garden Center

Native Native 
plants!plants!

Everything UndeEverything Unde
Garden CenGarden Cen

Save GasSave Gas
Shop Local!Shop Local!

• Yard and Pool Care
• Landscape Design & Installation
• Large Selection of Plants & Trees
• Irrigation, Repairs, Installation

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

414 10th Ave, W. Historic Palmetto  
located next to The Bag Lady 

941-723-1155

Classy Classy 
LadyLady

TheThe

Boutique & Gifts

NOW OPEN!

$16
$48

*prices subject to change

Sterling $18*
14K Gold $74*

New Location
5508 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

9809 Gulf Drive,  Anna Maria, located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA

(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!

The wedding was beautiful...
the fl owers were

asss bbeeaaauuuttiiifffffffffuuulll.......
eeeeWOW!
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Repairs to tall ship prove tall order

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 When Aquarian Quest purchased a 57-foot-tall ship 
for its sailing classroom, the regional non-profi t group 
didn’t realize the extent of the renovations needed.
 “We thought it was going to be like a sprucing 
up,” said Aquarian Quest president Jan Kirchner. “It’s 
like buying an old house that turned into a complete 
restoration.”
 Now the restoration of the sailboat taking place at 
the N.E. Taylor Boat Works in Cortez is on hold until 
Aquarian Quest can raise more money — $200,000 is 
needed to fi nish the work, $60,000 of that would be 
needed to get back to work.
 Aquarian Quest purchased the boat in 2005 and 
thus began an adventure on land.
 The ship arrived to the boatyard in Cortez with the 
name Galatea, but Aquarian Quest decided to give the 
boat its earlier, luckier name — the Spray.
 Built in the 1950s, the tall ship is a model of the 
original Spray, which Canadian-born sailor and adven-
turer Joshua Slocum sailed around the world in the late 
1890s.
 “It was a sea-kindly boat and he was a good sto-
ryteller,” Kirchner said, recalling that he has read that 
Slocum boasted of rarely needing to touch the Spray’s 
helm.
 “This is one of the larger Spray replicas,” Kirchner 
continued, standing in the shade of the Cortez boatyard 
beside the ship that once sailed through the Panama 
Canal. Over the years, the ship was chartered out of 
Boston Harbor, New York Harbor and 
Key West. At the time it was acquired 
by Aquarian Quest, the ship was serv-
ing as a decoration outside a Wiscon-
sin restaurant.
 “It’s heavy, like a rock.”
 Kirchner, standing beside the 
Spray, estimated that the ship weighs 
about 37,000 pounds, but decided to 
check with his project manager, Rick 
Viera.
 Before Kirchner could hit “send” 
on his mobile phone, Viera walked up to the ship. “She’s 
19 tons net — sea tons — about 40,000 pounds.”
 In a trailer next to the Spray, Aquarian Quest has set 
up a workshop fi lled with donated African hardwood 
called iroko, tools and a much-needed electric fan.
 Viera pointed to a piece of wood to be used in the 

restoration and boasted that the material passed a U.S. 
Coast Guard strength test.
 “She was certifi ed from the beginning by the Coast 
Guard,” Viera said. “And any work that I do on her has 
to be equivalent to what we pull out.… She’s going to 
live another 150 years.”
 Aquarian Quest’s main mission is education, not 
ship restoration, though the preservation of the boat 
from a bygone era has become a passion for the group’s 
members.
 Aquarian Quest’s primary purpose is educating 
people — mostly children — about sea life and even-
tually the Spray will be a fl oating classroom.
 Presently the nonprofi t group is using the 40-pas-
senger catamaran Sea Dragon for its on-the-water 
classroom, taking out groups associated with schools, 
community organizations, boys and girls clubs and 
camps in Manatee and Sarasota counties.
 The educational program meets Florida’s Sunshine 
State Science Standards and involves learning about 
the Gulf of Mexico, bays, estuaries and wetlands at 
various stations on the boat.
 “We also do fi ve minutes of silence to listen to 
the voice of the ship, the wind in the sails,” Kirchner 
said. “For many children it’s the fi rst meditative event 
they’ve experienced in their lives.”
 “It’s living,” Viera said of the boat.
 Kirchner compared Aquarian Quest to Pete 
Seeger’s famed Clearwater project in New York. An 
Aquarian Quest founder and captain, Robert Killian, 
worked with the folk legend on the Clearwater sloop, 

which was used in a public education 
and cleanup campaign on the Hudson 
River.
 With its restoration project anchored 
in Cortez, Aquarian Quest is now 
working with the Florida Maritime 
Museum, as well as others in the his-
toric fi shing village on the ship work 
and expanding educational offerings.
 Out of the teamwork on Spray, Aquar-
ian Quest will work with the museum 
to create learning stations and a “teach 

the teacher” program in which a boat restored for the 
museum will be used in an effort to educate school-
teachers about Florida’s coastal waters.
 “Cortez is where it’s at,” said Viera, a man of 
Cuban heritage with long ties to fi shing and boating 
in Florida.

Aquarian Quest’s quest

 The nonprofi t educational 
group Aquarian Quest is ren-
ovating a tall ship in Cortez 
for a floating classroom. To 
reach the organization, call 
941-809-7700 or visit www.
aquarianquest.org.

Above: The exterior of the Spray, 
which is undergoing a complete 
restoration. Work is on hold until 
the ship owner, Aquarian Quest, 
can raise additional money.

Left: Jan Kirchner, president of 
Aquarian Quest, in a workshop at 
the Taylor Boat Works in Cortez.
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Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

4408 Gulf Drive - Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org

Summer Schedule
Sundays

Holy Eucharist - 9:00 am
Religious Education Classes

Children/9 am  -  Adults/10:15 am

Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat. 8 am - Morning Prayer
Thurs. 9:30 am - Eucharist/Healing

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Saturday 5pm – 
Sunday 9:30am – 

Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Fellowship follows
Sunday Service

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813 • 6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach • www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Celebrate with us!

Spice Rack

7445 Manatee Ave. W. (Albertsons Plaza)
941-792-6200 • www.spicerackstores.com

Indian • British • Thai
Asian  • Mediterranean

Foods, Spices and Ready-To-Eat Foods
Ask about private cooking classes and demonstrations. AAAAAAAAAAAAA

Pastor 
Stephen King
Sunday 9:30am

PO Box 243, Bradenton Beach, 34217
300 Church Ave. • Bradenton Beach 

2 blocks north of Bridge St. Clock Tower
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FREE Testing / Evaluation
In just one week, your child can 
complete a full course of READING 
(a revolutionary ‘sound-to-code’ 
accelerated program). The course 
runs Monday-Friday, three hours 
per day. Ages 6-16. 
Call now for an appointment:
Reading Therapist 
941.795.0303

Jon Timothy ‘Tim’ Lease 
    Jon Timothy “Tim” Lease, 
45, of Bradenton, formerly of 
Holmes Beach, died July 16. 
 There will be a celebration of 
Tim’s life for all friends and 
family members from noon-3 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 3, at the 
Palma Sola Botanical Gardens 
at 9800 17th Ave. N.W., Bra-
denton. People are encouraged 
to bring photos of Tim and 
stories to share to complete a 
lasting memory for those who 
loved him.

 Survivors include mother Loretta of Bradenton; 
sisters Kathy Harris and Terry William; and brothers 
Tom, Ken, Steve, Dan, Jim, Ric, Matt and Jeff.

Mildred P. Wager
 Mildred P. Wager, 87, died July 12. She moved to 
the Bradenton area from Orchard Park, N.Y., in 1970. 
 She was a local watercolor artist, having attended 
Pratt Institute and the Art Students League, followed by 
commercial and advertising art positions in New York 
City. She was a member of the Art League of Longboat 
Key, the Art League of Manatee County and the Florida 
Watercolor Society. 
 A memorial service will be held at Langdon Hall in 
Bradenton. Memorial donations may be made in Mrs. 
Wager’s name to the Art League of Manatee County 
(Artcenter Manatee), 209 Ninth St. W., Bradenton 
FL 34205. Arrangements by Toale Brothers Funeral 
Homes.
 Mrs. Wager is survived by son Bruce A. of Dataw 
Island, S.C.; daughter Diane Stewart of Erie, Penn.; two 
grandchildren and two great grandchildren. 

ObituariesObituaries

Freedom Village hosts 
summer concert

 The Freedom Village Independent Living Center, 
6406 21st Ave. W., Bradenton, will host a concert from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, July 28.
 The 1950s tribute concert will feature John Rinell 
and Scott Blum.
 For more information and reservations, call 
941-798-8122.

Clara Barns Kojak, 92
 Clara Barns Kojak, 92, of Anna Maria, died July 
16.
 Clara was born in Elmira, N.Y., and moved to Anna 
Maria Island in 1980.
 She served in the U.S. Army during World War II 
in the nursing corps as a fi rst lieutenant.
 She was very active in her community and church, 
St. Bernard Catholic Church in Holmes Beach.
 A celebration of Clara’s life will be held at St. Ber-

James E. Hanson
 Jim Hanson, a reporter for The Islander newspaper 
since 1995, died on the Fourth of July surrounded by 
family and friends. 
 Born in Montana, Jim was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Montana. He joined the U.S. Navy and served 
as a captain of a PT boat off New Guinea during World 
War II. He then continued his military career in Central 
and South America. 
 Upon returning to the states, he went to Seattle to 
work for a newspaper, eventually becoming manag-
ing editor. He was later invited to become legislative 
assistant for U.S. Sen. Henry Martin “Scoop” Jackson 
of Washington State, and moved to Washington, D.C., 
to run Scoop’s legislative offi ce. 
 Jim then went into the lobbying realm, working for 
Amtrack among other organizations.
 Jim retired to Longboat Key in the mid-1980s and, 
after three years, decided to go back into journalism. He 
became a writer for the Longboat Times, later becom-
ing its editor. He then worked for the Weekly newspa-
per, the Pelican Press and The Islander. 
 Memorial services will be at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 2, at 2990 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota. A memo-
rial fund has been established in Jim’s name in care 
of the Anna Maria Island Privateers, with proceeds to 
go to a youth journalism scholarship. Checks should 
be made out to AMI Privateers and mailed to The 
Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 
34217.
 He is survived by wife Amira; sons David of 
Arlington, Va.; Brian of Bristow, Va., and Eric of 
Clifton, Va.; daughter Laura of Texas; stepson David 
Yeces of Sarasota; stepdaughter Diana Nunoz; and 
many grandchildren and step-grandchildren.

Call all WWII, Korean 
War veterans

The Islander newspaper is looking for World War 
II and Korean War veterans to be featured in reporter 
Rick Catlin’s bi-weekly column.
 If you are a WWII or Korean War veteran or have 
a friend who fi ts the category who has not had his or 
her story printed in The Islander, please contact the 
paper.
 These men and women are members of a fraternity 
that, sadly, is not accepting any new members. 
  Every veteran of WWII or Korea has a story to tell, 
whether the veteran was a cook stateside, or in combat 
on the frontlines in Europe, the Pacifi c, or the 38th 
parallel in Korea.
 Some veterans have expressed a reluctance to tell 
their stories, saying that they’ve tried to forget. That’s 
understandable, but just think of what you want to pass 
on to this generation and the next generation about duty, 
America and pride.
 The point is simply to have your story told so that you 
can give something personal of yourself to your children, 
grandchildren and great-grandkids. It is your story. 
 The columns are not written to glorify war or the 
heroics of any man or woman who wore a uniform in 
the confl icts.
 The point in these columns is simply to tell the story 
of ordinary people in extraordinary times, people that 
soon will no longer be able to tell us their story. It is 
about a different America, a different age, before TV, the 
Internet, computers, cell phones, jet travel, an age when 
duty was not just a word, but a badge of honor, when 
duty was done not for cash rewards, a spot on the nightly 
news, a reality TV show, a best-selling book, but duty 
was done because America and its Allies were in need.
 If you’re a WWII or Korean War veteran, please 
call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.

nard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, July 24.
 The family has requested memorial donations be 
made in Clara’s name to St. Bernard Catholic Church, 
248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217. 
 She is survived by her two sons, Jimmy (Mary) 
of Inver Grove Heights, Minn., and Andre of Deland; 

“Tim” Lease
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District 3 candidates rooted in county, active in politics

In the running
 This is the fi rst in a series examining the Mana-
tee County District 3 commission contest between 
incumbent Jane von Hahmann and challenger John 
Chappie. The election will take place Aug. 26. 
Watch for election 2008 reports each week.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The two candidates for District 3 county commis-
sion have planted signs in supporters’ yards on Anna 
Maria Island.
 But Jane von Hahmann and John Chappie, with 
deep roots in the area, already have name recognition. 
Both have long been active in local politics.
 “Manatee County has been my home for more than 
34 years,” said Chappie, the challenger in the race to be 
decided next month. “I have been actively involved as a 
volunteer in our community for more than 24 years.”
 “Neither my opponent nor I are new to offi ce,” said 
Jane von Hahmann, the incumbent in the race. “My 
opponent has served 12 years as an elected offi cial and 
I have served eight.”
 The benefi t of two elected offi cials competing, said 
von Hahmann, is voters “can take a close look at our 
records — we both have them.… Please look to our 
records, judge us by our actions, not by our words.”
 Von Hahmann, 54, is a native Floridian, born in 
Orlando and a graduate of the University of Central 
Florida in Orlando in 1975.
 She has lived in the historic Cortez fi shing village for 33 
years. A hobbyist surfer, she has owned the Surfi ng World 
store and Surfi ng World Plaza for 32 of those years.
 Von Hahmann was elected to the county board of 
commissioners from District 3 in 2000 and has held 
that offi ce since. She currently serves as the board’s 
chairman, and also held that post in 2004.
 Von Hahmann’s motto is “Government is run by 
those who show up.”
 “I am an active participant on every board or com-
mittee I serve on because of this motto,” she said.
 Chappie, 56, is self-employed in the lawn care and 
landscaping business. He graduated from Milton Union 
High School in Milton, Ohio, in 1970, and Ohio Uni-
versity in Athens, Ohio, in 1974.
 He is in his 35th year as a resident of Manatee 
County. Many of those years have been spent in politics 
— Chappie is currently a city commissioner, serving as 
vice mayor of Bradenton Beach. He served three terms 
as a city commissioner and then, facing a term limit, 
ran for mayor, a post he held until he again reached a 
term limit.
 This election cycle, Chappie chose to run at the 
county level in District 3, which includes Anna Maria 
Island, Cortez, north Longboat Key and parts of Bra-
denton.
 Asked for his political motto, Chappie offered, 
“Manatee County deserves a bright future.”
 With the election set for Aug. 26, The Islander put 
a series of questions to the candidates. The answers will 
be published over the next several weeks.
 The Islander: Why did you decide to run in 2008 
for county commission?
 Jane von Hahmann: I am running because I love 
my job. I have worked diligently to meet, fi rst, the 
needs of District 3, then the needs of the county as a 
whole.
 I have been the county commissioner for District 3 
since 2000. I ran on a “manage growth and have growth 
pay for itself” platform and I believe since my election I 
have fought and continue to fi ght to make this a reality.
 We increased impact fees in the county for the fi rst 
time in 10 years by the end of 2001, my fi rst year in 
offi ce. 

John Chappie Jane von Hahmann

 I promised to be accessible to the citizens of Dis-
trict 3. I have responded to any issue brought to my 
attention.
 I also promised to provide a venue for dialogue 
between the citizens of District 3 and myself. Since my 
fi rst full month in offi ce we have met the third Thurs-
days of each month at the county utilities department 
on 66th and Cortez Road to discuss issues, and I have 
asked my advisory committee to be my sounding board 
for many of the decisions I have made.
 Last, but by no means least, I promised to protect 
our fragile environment. I have done this in spades by 
championing and voting to protect more than 800 acres 
of coastal shoreline located in District 3 alone.
 As I said, I love my job and I wish to remain the 
District 3 voice on the board of county commissioners 
— that’s why I am running. 

John Chappie: This is my home, this is where my 
heart is and this is where I want to spend the rest of my 
life. Most of my family and friends live in Manatee 
County and the ones who don’t wish that they could.
 I have spent most of my life working to preserve, 
protect and enhance our unique character.… The more 
I get involved and the more I learn, the more questions 
and concerns I have.
 Manatee County has undergone tremendous change 
in the last eight years — not all of it has been good. I 
have concerns with the direction we have experienced 
with regards to budget, representation, accountabil-
ity, vision and our economy. These are complex, vital 
areas that are very important. These areas are crucial 
for Manatee County to develop a sustainable commu-
nity.…
 When the county commissioners are doing their job, 
when they are paying attention, you will see the smart 
growth — the growth planning that is needed — as it 

relates to our economy, education, environment, health 
care, housing, law enforcement, recreation, cultural, 
transportation, infrastructure, public utilities, water 
source, all of our general health, safety and welfare 
needs. As leaders of our community, we are responsible 
for taking care of the present and envisioning and plan-
ning for the future of Manatee County.
 We need to plan for growth in a way that creates 
a strong sustainable county. We need to provide new 
opportunities for our residents and businesses, in their 
employment and homes. We need to have smart growth 
planning that implements measures to ensure the infra-
structure will be in place to serve the people for today 
and for our future. We need representation and account-
ability of our elected offi cials. We need elected offi cials 
who understand the budget process and understand the 
$77 million that the county commission has cut from 
the budget over the last two years comes from our tax 
dollars, the people of Manatee County. 

The Islander: What is the foremost challenge facing 
Manatee County in the next commission term and how 
do you plan to meet this challenge?

John Chappie: The economic health of our com-
munity.… The county commission must lead by exam-
ple. I will work to improve the budget process so the 
residents, the taxpayers, our business, county staff and, 
most importantly, the commission understand that the 
budget is the major policy document of the county. 
 We can never have too much information. The deci-
sions made by the commissioners should be largely based 
on the budget — their lack of attention to the budget over 
the last eight years and lack of doing their job has lead 
to more problems then we should be facing. The resi-
dents deserve transparency in the process to know that 
the individuals they elect to represent them are in fact 
representing the true needs of the community.

Jane von Hahmann: The local economy is our 
challenge from several standpoints: continuing to 
provide for lowering taxes while meeting the service 
demands of our community; diversifying our county’s 
economic base; funding the ever-increasing cost of 
needed infrastructure.
 On the taxation front, I believe we are well on our 
way to bringing down taxes while continuing to pro-
vide the services citizens demand. We will lower this 
year’s budget $44 million and I pledge to continue to 
look for economies of scale, improving government 
effi ciency in policies and process to provide for a lower 
cost of doing business, as well as looking to privatiza-
tion where it is economically feasible and provides for 
cost savings. 
 Second, I think diversifying of our county eco-
nomic base is a challenge. We must never again become 
reliant on one industry as we were on residential con-
struction. We can use our EZone — encouragement 
zone — around Port Manatee to promote bringing clean 
global industry to Manatee County, which will be an 
economic boost not just for our county, but also for the 
region and the state.
 Third, in funding infrastructure needs our new 
“Curves” study should provide for our ability to direct 
infrastructure, thereby directing growth. We will need 
to work on funding streams that do not tax our existing 
citizens — private-public partnerships, regional sys-
tems where economies of scale can apply because it 
meets the needs of more than just Manatee County are 
viable places to start. 

County at-large race set for Aug. 26 election

PLEASE SEE DISTRICT 7, NEXT PAGE

2008
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By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Joe McClash is running for the at-large Manatee 
County District 7 commission seat with the motto “Vote 
for Joe.”
 McClash, 50, was fi rst elected to the county com-
mission in 1990 and he is widely known — as “Joe.”
 His opponent, Greg Witham, 43, doesn’t have the 
name recognition. But he’s eager. He’s running with 
the motto “Get with it.”
 Witham grew up in Manatee County, graduating 
from Manatee High School and then Manatee Commu-
nity College, where he received a degree in engineering 
technology.
 He lives in Bradenton with his wife and two chil-
dren and owns Florida Bio-Fuel Technologies, a dis-
tributorship for renewable energy products.
 A Marine Corps veteran, Witham is involved with a 

number of local military veterans organizations, includ-
ing the local Manatee County Veterans Council, VFW 
and American Legion. 
 Witham also is active in politics, serving as a pre-
cinct representative on the Manatee County Republican 
Executive Committee.
 He identifi ed three political goals: to bring “a more 
entrepreneurial approach to public management,” 
develop a managed growth policy and promote “a more 
diverse and sustainable economy.”
 McClash’s political goal is “to do what is right and 
in the best interest of our county, in keeping Manatee 
County a place we always want to call home.”
 McClash has lived in Manatee County since he was 
12 years old and is a 1975 graduate from Manatee High 
School.
 He too served in the U.S. Marine Corps — from 
1975-79.

 McClash lives in northwest Bradenton and owns 
McClash Rentals Inc., a real estate management and 
investment company. He previously owned McClash 
Heating and Cooling.

The Islander recently put a series of questions to 
the candidates. The answers will be published over the 
next several weeks.
 The Islander: Why did you decide to run in 2008 
for county commission?

Joe McClash: Running for county commissioner 
was not an easy decision for me. I wanted to run in 
order to provide leadership based on my experience as 
an active business owner, along with my years on the 
commission.
 This year, there are many unique challenges. I 
remember one of my supporters urging me to run by 
saying, “We don’t need a person in training at a time 
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In the running
 This is the fi rst in a series examining the 
Manatee County District 7 commission con-
test between incumbent Joe McClash and chal-
lenger Greg Witham. The election will take 
place Aug. 26.

like this.”
 Greg Witham: Our community has evolved con-
siderably since my opponent fi rst took offi ce 18 years 
ago; our government has failed to change with it. The 
challenges of today will not be met with the ideas and 
methods of yesterday.
 My experience and background in today’s tech-
nology, lean processes and entrepreneurial approach 
to public management are what we need to meet the 
challenges facing us today and to fulfi ll our needs of 
the future.
 The Islander: What is the foremost challenge facing 
Manatee County in the next commission term and how 
do you plan to meet this challenge?
 Greg Witham: Short- and long-term fi scal respon-
sibility.
 We must improve — not reduce — public ser-
vices and reduce taxpayer costs through a more entre-
preneurial approach to public management, one that 
incorporates modern technology, lean processes and 
performance-based budgets.
 Joe McClash: The challenge in the next few years 

District 7 candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Joe McClash Greg Witham

will be dealing with the economy.
 The county does have the ability to help our 
local economy. Tourism is one important part of our 
economy. As chairman of the Manatee County Tour-
ist Development Council, we are evaluating ways 
to capture the attention of more tourists in order to 
bring them to our county, including our Island com-
munities.
 I also am chairman of the Manatee County Port 
Authority, another important economic engine. I am 
leading initiatives to provide incentives for compa-
nies to locate their port-related businesses in Manatee 
County. With the expansion of the Panama Canal, our 

Voter registration 
closes July 28 

for primary
 Voter registration is open for the Aug. 26 
primary until Monday, July 28, the traditional 29 
days before an election.
 To be eligible to vote in Manatee County, a 
person must be a U.S. citizen, a Florida resident, 
18 years of age, and not have a record of a felony 
conviction in the state or currently considered 
mentally incapacitated.
 Registering to vote can be simple — poten-
tial voters complete applications available at most 
government offi ces, banks, libraries, chambers and 
some businesses, including The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Applications can also be downloaded at www.
votemanatee.com, the Manatee County Supervisor 
of Elections Web site.
 The applications are then mailed or delivered 
to the Supervisor of Elections Offi ce, Suite 108, 
600 301 Blvd. W., Bradenton.
 The application process takes about two 
weeks.

Tight squeeze
The eastbound traffi c lane of the Anna Maria Island Bridge was “narrowed” to motorists in a safety measure 
last week as work crews continued to repair the sidewalk as part of the Florida Department of Transportation’s 
$9.2 million rehabilitation project for the bridge. For the latest information on the project, go on the Web at 
www.amibridgerehab.com. People without Internet access can call 941-792-0369. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Koenigs trial to 
begin in August

 The man arrested in December 2007 for shooting Island 
businessperson Sue Normand is scheduled to stand trial in 
early August.
 Normand, who continues to recover from 
a bullet wound to the hip, confi rmed that she 
received a subpoena to appear at the Mana-
tee County Justice Center in Bradenton next 
month.
 Her alleged assailant, Mark Koenigs faces 
four fi rst-degree felony charges and one third-
degree felony charge. Authorities say he walked 
into Island Mail & More with a gun in a shipping 
box, removed the weapon and shot Normand once 
in the hip. He was apprehended on the beach, 
after being shot three times by Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies.
 Koenigs has been held at the Manatee County 
jail since his arrest in early December.
 A hearing was scheduled for July 28 to deter-
mine the status of the case, while the court’s docket 
indicates that Koenigs will stand trial during the 
week of Aug. 4.

2008

The Islander

port is the closest U.S. port. The timing is right for 
Port Manatee to attract high-paying jobs and provide 
stability for our long-term economy.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Island Players will mark a 60th year of Anna 
Maria theater with a presentation of celebrated play-
wright Oscar Wilde’s “The Importance of Being Ear-
nest.”
 Wilde fans likely know the high hilarity of this 
comedy of manners.
 Island theatergoers likely know the material is per-
fect for Gareth Gibbs, visiting director from across the 
Atlantic, and the Welsh Players who will accompany 
him to the United States for their summer tour.
 Gibbs has served as a guest director during previ-
ous Island Players seasons and the Welsh Players have 
performed on the Island in the past.
 “We were here I think four years ago with Dylan 
Thomas’ ‘Under Milk Wood,’ which was extremely 
well received,” Gibbs said. “We fi rst were invited to 
the Island Playhouse in 1980, 28 years ago, and have 
been coming back every few years. I think this is the 
12th time.”
 Gibbs expects Islanders to be earnest about “The 
Importance of Being Earnest.” Considered the Dublin-

Gareth Gibbs will direct “The 
Importance of Being Earnest” on 
the Island Players stage in August 
and with the Welsh Players. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Island Players to stage Wilde play
born Wilde’s artistic breakthrough, the play is part intel-
lectual farce, part comedy of manners and part satire 
— but not necessarily equal parts.
 “It is one of the greatest plays of its type ever writ-
ten,” Gibbs said. “It has all the right ingredients: style, 

comedy, wit in 
abundance and 
beautiful lan-
guage. Rehears-
als have been 
a joy and very 
funny, too.”
 G i b b s  i s 
taking his first 
turn at directing 
the play, but he 
played the prin-
ciple character: 

“About 30 years 
ago.”
 “As a play, 
‘Earnest’ suits our 
company and the 

language is so precise that it is a good exercise for actors 
to try to get their teeth around the beautiful words.”
 Performances of “The Importance of Being Ear-
nest” will take place at 8 p.m. Aug. 15 and Aug. 16 and 
2 p.m. Aug. 17 at the Island Players, 10009 Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria.
 Tickets are available at the Anna Maria Island Cham-
ber of Commerce, 5313 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, and 
will be sold at the Bridge Street Market on July 19 in 
Bradenton Beach. Tickets will be sold at the theater box 
offi ce from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. through July 16.
 Gibbs also will work with the Island Players during 
the group’s upcoming theater season, directing a play 
in September.
 Gibbs’ last two plays with the Island Players were 
English comedies. This season he will direct “The 
Cocktail Hour” by A.R. Gurney.
 “My fi rst American play and I’m looking forward to 
it immensely,” he said. “It’s always like coming home, 
to be back on the Island, seeing friends who mean such 
a lot to me.”
 For more information on “Earnest,” call Lois Biel 
at 941-778-3094.
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House of Pizza
Buffet Special
Buy regular price buffet 

and get second for 

$299
with purchase of a 

soft drink each

                 941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W.
            Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm

PLEASE PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES 7-29-08

Engaged
Austyn Gordon and Billy Culhane were engaged Dec. 
26, 2007. The bride is a special events coordina-
tor at the Sandbar restaurant in Anna Maria where 
the groom is also employed. The wedding ceremony 
will take place at the Sandbar Nov. 24, 2008. Family 
and friends can keep up with wedding plans at the 
couple’s web site, www.austynandbilly.com. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Shooting Star Photography

Summer drama
Mark Shoemaker, left, his wife Diana, Herb Stump, Robert Becchetti, Kelly Wynn Woodland, Michelle McCarthy 
and Louise Bolger gather June 25 for Woodland’s class in script analysis and play reading. The class is part of 
the Island Players series of summer instruction at the theater in Anna Maria. Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann

Island Players host improv 
workshop July 28

 Patrick Johnson will teach improve techniques 
at the Island Players theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria, beginning July 28.
 Johnson is a professional actor, director and instruc-
tor from the Orlando area associated with Disney MGM 
Studios, Walt Disney World, Tales O’ the Sea, Theater 
in the Ground and On Edge Touring Company. 
 Jackson will teach workshop students the skills 
needed to build ensemble interaction and think on their 
feet.
 The workshop will take place from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays, July 28 – Aug. 7.
 For more information, call Nancy Ambrose at 
941-518-4431.

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 
of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

All Island group offers help
 The All Island Denominations group is remind-
ing Islanders that help is a available to those feeling 
a burden from rising expenses.
 The Island churches, through AID, offer one-
time emergency help for partial payment of rent, 
utilities, medicine or transportation.
 Local churches also can provide non-perish-
able grocery items.
 In addition to offering assistance, AID is seek-
ing donor support from Islanders.
 Those who want to contribute to AID can send 
checks to All Island Denominations, P.O. Box 305, 
Anna Maria FL 34216.
 Those seeking help can call an Island 
church, including Crosspointe Fellowship 
at 941-778-0719, Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church at 941-778-0414, St. Bernard 
Catholic Church at 941-778-4769, Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church at 941-778-1813, Episcopal 
Church of the Annunciation at 941-778-1638 
and Harvey Memorial Community Church at 
941-779-1912.

Museum displays antiques
 The Anna Maria Island Historical Society Museum 
will display antique and vintage fashions through 
August.
 The museum is at 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 The exhibit, according to curator Zoe Von 
Averkamp, features “summer frocks for the well dressed 
lady of 1890 or 1940, stunning hats and accessories, 
vintage bathing costumes for the beach and tiny-tot 
wear for playing in the sand.”
 The museum is open Tuesdays through Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 For more information, call 941-778-0492.

Gulf Coast Writers to meet
 The Gulf Coast Writers will now meet at 1:15 
p.m. the fi rst Wednesdays of each month at the Island 
Branch Library.
 The group had been meeting on the fi rst Mondays 
at the library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, but 
the library is now closed on Monday due to budget 
constraints.
 The group’s next meeting will be Wednesday, Aug. 
6, when members will share their writings.
 For more information, call Nancy Colcord at 
941-778-7631.
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com  www.suncoastinc.com 

sunco1@tampabay.rr.comsunco1@tampabay.rr.com

REAL ESTATE LLCREAL ESTATE LLC
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Anna Maria Anna Maria 
IslandIsland

Bohemian Fire

              Hosted by              Hosted by  

 Simply Put Artisan Gallery  Simply Put Artisan Gallery 
6-9:30 • Friday • July 256-9:30 • Friday • July 25

Foouurrtthh  FFrriidaayy  
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Musician
s

Performers

Local A
rtists

Psychic R
eadings

11904 Cortez Road W. • Cortez • 795-4788

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com
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Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B44B4444B44BB44B4444

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

Tres 
Chic!

❋
❉
Check out our Fabulous Check out our Fabulous 

Sunday BrunchSunday Brunch
Served 8-1:30!Served 8-1:30!

Have a mimosa!Have a mimosa!

CONTINENTAL BISTRO

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O

B4

B4 4334 127th st. w.  • cortez • open daily • 941-794-3580

annie’s bait annie’s bait && tackle  tackle 
Come try our waterfront …Come try our waterfront …

gulf grouper sandwich  gulf grouper sandwich  
fresh ½ lb. burger  •  cuban sandwiches  

The bait shop 
with great food!
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EARLY BIRDSEARLY BIRDS
Mon-Fri 3-6 pmMon-Fri 3-6 pm
Popular Dinner Entrees

House Wine $3 • Draft Beer $1.50

The City Pier RestaurantThe City Pier Restaurant
Open 11am daily for Lunch & DinnerOpen 11am daily for Lunch & Dinner

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria
779-1667779-1667

LUNCH SPECIAL!LUNCH SPECIAL!
11-3 Mon-Fri 11-3 Mon-Fri 

$7.95 grouper sandwich!$7.95 grouper sandwich!

Just 4 Fun 
RENTALS

Boats • Bikes
Kayaks 

Free home delivery and pick-up 

941-447-1506 wir sprechen deutsch

Great Great 
FoodFood

Stellar Stellar 
ServiceService

Unique Unique 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Signature Signature 
EventsEvents

111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach • Anna Maria Island 

941-782-1122 
www.thesunhouserestaurant.com

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach • Open Daily 4-9:30 • Fri & Sat 4-10
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

Great Food with an Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Live Music 
Friday & Saturday 

HALF-OFF 
ENTRÉE 

with this ad and the purchase of a 
regular priced entrée and any 

two beverages. 
Excludes holidays and special events. 

Coupon valid for 1 couple.

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

2 FREE 
GLASSES OF WINE 

with this ad and the purchase of 2 
entrees at regular price. 

Excludes holidays and special events. 
Coupon valid 
for 1 couple.Early Bird Special

Daily 4-6pm

Yolo Parasailing 
& Island Adventure Cruises

Parasailing – home of the smiley face parachute 
Dolphin & Sightseeing Cruises

$5 off any parasailing 
or adventure cruise 
with coupon 

Est. in 1987 

NE corner of Cortez Bridge next to Annie’s 
PAPO Certifi ed and PAPO Certifi ed and 
InsuredInsured  
USCGUSCG Licensed Licensed 941-792-6000941-792-6000
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Many happy returns: Island draws reuniting relatives
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Zoller family has celebrated many happy 
returns on Anna Maria Island.
 And the family has witnessed many changes — just within 
the nature of the reunions. This year’s family get-together on 
July 18-19 was marked with a gathering of 75 people and com-
memorated with an offi cial Zoller Family Reunion ’08 logo 
complete with a the “TM” for trademark symbol.
 The trademark, featured on a reunion literature and 
T-shirts, was used in a family business, said event orga-
nizer Kelly Zoller Seagreaves.
 On July 18, Seagreaves stood in the hall of a beach 
cottage built circa 1915 near what is now 74th Street in 
Holmes Beach.
 She greeted new arrivals to a luau, handing them a 
shopping bag with Zoller Family Reunion ’08 souve-
nirs. She celebrated the arrival of the senior member of 
the group, Buz Zoller, 71, of Bradenton, with a hug.
 Behind Seagreaves, relatives made their way to a 
deck that looked out on the Gulf of Mexico and a yard 
where children occupied themselves with ping-pong 
games and tether ball.
 As the partygoers mingled, they caught up with one 
another.
 “We haven’t done this for 10 years,” Seagreaves 
said.
 In front of the beachhouse, several young Zoller 
family members welcomed new arrivals with leis.
 “Aloha,” said Courtney Zoller, 10, to a group step-
ping out of a car with a Florida license plates. Other 
plates on other vehicles indicated people had driven 
from as far as Kentucky and Texas.
 “Our job is to greet people and give them a leis,” 
Courtney said.
 “A lot of them I’ve never met,” said co-greeter 
Abigail Zoller, 7. “That’s because I’m from Austin.
 “I know about reunions,” she added. “Everyone’s 
last name is Zoller.”
 “We’re expecting a lot of fun,” said Zoe Zoller, 5, 
who traveled from Kentucky for the celebration.
 The two-day family reunion featured a tour of 
“grandmommy’s house” on Seventh Avenue West 

in Bradenton, a day at the beach, a “family photo” 
moment, a pajama party and movie night, a reunion 
dinner and the luau.

Two views: The Zoller family’s beach house on Anna Maria circa 1952, from the beach and from the air. 
Islander Photos: Courtesy Kelly Zoller Seagreaves

Courtney Zoller, 8, and relatives Abigail, 7, and 
Zoe, 5, prepare to greet reunion arrivals with leis. 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Children play ping-pong outside the Zoller family 
beachhouse built circa 1915.



THE ISLANDER  JULY 23, 2008  19

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.$1 off

per pound
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 7-29-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, shrimp, clams, smoked mullet, 

fi sh spread, and more!

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Chief puts golf carts, boat parking on track

Unsealing the bids 
Bradenton Beach deputy clerk Christina Irelan opens a bid to develop a recreational boating master plan 
for the city during a commission meeting July 17 at city hall. The city received three proposals for the proj-
ect, which involves developing a plan for mapping a mooring area and identifying other recreational boating 
opportunities in the city. The bids — from Scheda Ecological Association for $44,000, IBI Group for $39,200 
and from PBS & J for $175,539.07 — were to be discussed July 21. The city has a grant for $39,200 to cover 
much of the costs. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Budget talk planned 
this week

 The Bradenton Beach City Commission will 
hold a workshop at 1 p.m. Wednesday, July 23, 
at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.
 The meeting will be the fi rst in a series on the 
2008-09 fi scal budget, which must be adopted in 
September to be put into operation Oct. 1.
 Also, the commission was scheduled to meet 
at 2 p.m. July 21 to discuss bids to develop a 
recreational boating master plan for the city. That 
meeting was to take place after The Islander’s 
press time.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Police Chief Sam Speciale cruised two ideas by 
city commissioners July 17 — designating overnight 
parking for anchoring boaters traveling with motor 
vehicles and authorizing the limited use of low-speed 
vehicles.
 Commissioners agreed to explore whether and 
how overnight parking should be provided for boating 
groups anchoring near the city pier.
 In regards to low-speed vehicles, currently not 
allowed on Bradenton Beach roads, the commission 
authorized Speciale to work with city attorney Ricinda 
Perry on a plan.
 Earlier this year, the business community asked 
for the city’s assistance in establishing a park-and-ride 
operation to shuttle employees from Coquina Beach to 
the Bridge Street area.
 Speciale said the plan involves using low-speed 
vehicles to bring employees from the beach parking lot 
along the west side of Gulf Drive to Fifth Street South. 
There, the shuttle would cross Gulf Drive and make its 
way to the businesses.
 But to establish the shuttle, the city commission needs 
to authorize the use of low-speed vehicles. The chief said 
last week that the authorization could include limited use 
of LSVs, including golf carts, in the downtown historic 
area — from Cortez Road to Fifth Street South.
 “With the gas prices, I think low-speed vehicles in 
this area, it wouldn’t be a bad idea to let that happen,” 
Speciale said, adding that he had safety concerns about 
expanded use of carts north of Cortez Road.
 Resident Greg Watkins said he supported the chief’s 
proposal, pointing out to the commission that allowing 
golf carts would be a “progressive and green move.”
 He also said putting golf carts on the streets would 
add to the city’s “friendly” atmosphere. “They slow 
down the pace of life,” Watkins said.
 The commissioners offered their consensus to pur-
suing a plan for low-speed vehicles, but seemed to want 
more time to think about providing motor vehicle park-
ing for boaters anchoring near the city pier.
 Speciale said he became aware of a potential need 
for such parking after a complaint from a boater who 
said members of his party, traveling by car, received a 
ticket for overnight parking.
 “We’re getting into a situation now that the word 
is getting out about us,” Speciale said, referring to the 
city’s efforts to attract boaters. “We’re starting to get 

boaters. But if they’re staying for a couple of weeks, the 
issue is, we have no overnight parking in our lots.”
 The chief suggested the city could use its First 
Street parking lot.
 Commissioner Janie Robertson said perhaps a more 
out-of-the-way parking area, such as the spaces near the 
city’s public works department, might be better.
 But commissioners generally agreed that the issue 
needed more review.
 “The whole idea was to encourage people to come 
by boat and use the trolley and not motor vehicles,” said 
Vice Mayor John Chappie. “We really need to look at 
this before we encourage it.”
 In a related issue, the commission opened bids for 
the development of a recreational boating master plan 
July 17. A meeting to discuss the proposals was sched-
uled to take place Monday, July 21, as The Islander
went to press.
 In other business, the commission:
 • Approved a $1,000 payment for participation 
in the Manatee County Water Atlas, which provides 
information about watersheds and water bodies in the 
county.
 • Approved payment of a $1,830 invoice from city 
attorney Ralf Brookes for legal work in June.
 • Approved payment of a $5,843.75 invoice from 
M.T. Causley Inc. for building department services in 
June.
 • Approved a proclamation pledging the city as 
supportive of the state’s Communities for a Lifetime 
initiative to promote senior wellbeing.

 The next city commission meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 7, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

Cortez plans ‘Fourth 
Fridays’ events

 The fi shing village of Cortez plans to host a 
Fourth Friday event July 25 and continue with 
events on the fourth Fridays indefi nitely.
 Organizers are seeking artists, musicians, 
street performers and retailers interested in par-
ticipating in Fourth Fridays, which will feature 
local art walks, village tours — and wine and 
snacks while they last.
 The event will be presented by Simply Put 
Artesian Gallery, 11904 Cortez Road, from 6 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 For more information, call organizer Sherri 
Adriano at 941-896-5053 or e-mail inartworks@
gmail.com.
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FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

7am-7pm Tues-Sun
breakfast all day • lunch • dinner

12507 Cortez Road
 at the Cortez Fishing Center

(941)  795-7796

$

DRAFT 
BEER!

Prime Rib
Daily! 

Tues-Sun 2-7:30pm

$9.99

OFF ANY MEAL
coupon valid thru 08/05/08, not valid on Prime Rib

Now Serving
Ice Cream!

Plus great daily specials!

20%
Old Florida Grill

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

REAL British Fish & Chips
THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, 

Indian Curries
The Wheedles Band 7:30pm

     FRI      FRI ~  Karaoke w/ Jim & Dee 8:30pm

SATSAT ~ Karaoke Contest 8pmKaraoke Contest 8pm
$1000 1st Prize$1000 1st Prize

    SUN     SUN ~  New! Live Music 1-5pm. Drop in 
and have some fun!

Closed Tuesdays!

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

HBPD offi cer goes from midnight shift to detective

Steve Wolff is the new detective in Holmes Beach Police Department, but he’s not new to HBPD. Wolff joined 
the department 19 years ago. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Two decades ago Steve Wolff began asking ques-
tions about a career in law enforcement.
 These days Wolff is asking questions in his career 
in law enforcement.
 Wolff is the new detective in the Holmes Beach 
Police Department, replacing Terri Davis, who left 
HBPD to pursue other professional opportunities in 
late spring.
 While Wolff is about three weeks new to the detec-
tive beat, he’s not new to HBPD. He joined the depart-
ment 19 years ago.
 “I started here in February 1989,” he says, seated 
at his desk at HBPD. “I started as a dispatcher.”
 Wolff signed on with the Holmes Beach department 
after meeting HBPD Lt. Dale Stephenson. At the time 
they met, Stephenson was working with the Bradenton 
Police Department and Wolff had a lot of questions 
about law enforcement.
 The answers led Wolff to take a ride-along in a 
patrol car after Stephenson went to work in Holmes 
Beach. The answers also lead Wolff to attend the police 
academy.
 His fi rst fi ve years with HBPD, Wolff worked as a 
dispatcher and served as an auxiliary offi cer.
 “The hours he put in on the auxiliary were more 
than anybody I’d ever seen,” Stephenson said. “He’d 
work eight hours on dispatch and then go out for fi ve 
hours in a car. It’s been great to watch him all these 

years. He turned out to be a real asset to the city.”
 “Once I got out here, I didn’t want to leave,” Wolff 
said.
 In March 1994, Wolff got the opportunity to become 

a full-time patrol offi cer. Since then he’s spent most of 
his time working the midnight shift as a patrol offi cer.
 “People, they still ask me if I’m new,” Wolff 
said last week, now wearing civilian clothes rather 
than a uniform and working mostly days rather than 
nights.
 When Davis resigned, HBPD Chief Jay Romine 
advertised the vacancy within the department, hoping 
to name a detective from within the agency and then 
hire a new patrol offi cer.
 Wolff applied for the job and won the post.
 “Jay and I, we always thought it would be a good 
fi t,” Stephenson said. “Detective Wolff can be very 
analytical. A detective has to be able to piece a crime 
together.”
 Wolff has taken a number of law enforcement 
courses over the years, but he has plans to tailor new 
training to detective work, which could involve inves-
tigating petit theft or homicide, check fraud to burglary, 
assault to battery.
 “Right now, I’m trying to get used to every-
thing,” said Wolff, who inherited Davis’ cases, 
including the slaying of Carla Beard in late Novem-
ber 2007.
 “I have a lot of fi les. So much information. I need 
to read through all of it,” he said. “But I’m so very 
thankful for the opportunity.”

Stowaway supplies
Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee County 
is prepared for a major storm this summer. 
Last week, the organization announced 
it was providing 500 hurricane boxes 
to senior citizens involved in the Meals 
on Wheels delivery program. The boxes 
contain enough shelf-stable food for nine 
meals. “Strong storms and heavy rain occur 
often in this season and we try to maintain 
our regular delivery schedule, providing 
hot, nutritious meals to Manatee County’s 
seniors and homebound individuals,” said 
Meals on Wheels PLUS president Ellen 
Campbell. “But, in hurricane season, there 
are no guarantees.” For more information 
about the program, call 941-750-MEAL or 
visit www.mealsonwheelsplus.org.
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JULY 23-30

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$2899 
Grey Goose

1.75 
LTR

$2299 
Capt. Morgan

750
ML

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Tues.-Sat. 7:30am-9pm • Sun. 7:30-3pm 
Closed on Monday 

7020 Cortez Rd. W., Bradenton 
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com 

Iron Skillet Café

Friday Night Prime Rib 
Breakfast and Lunch ALL DAY 

Sunday Brunch Specials 
Crab Cake Benedict • Eggs 
Benedict • Cheesesteak Skillet • 
Chocolate-Chip Coconut Pancakes

ls 

s

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

Real German Restaurant

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

ON VACATION
REOPEN AUGUST 1

Wednesday, July 23
5:30 p.m. — “Create a duct tape wallet” craft pro-

gram at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Thursday, July 24
 11 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community 
Center’s teen program heads to Leffi s Key to clean 
up the Bradenton Beach preserve. Information: 
941-778-1908.
 2 p.m. — Teen movie at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-6341.

Friday, July 25
 Anna Maria Island Community Center fi shing tour-
nament kicks off after the Captains’ meeting. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1908.
 Christmas in July, ribbon-cutting at Jolly Roger, 
5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-5320

Saturday, July 26
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island hosts a breakfast meeting at Cafe on the 
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-795-8697.
 8 a.m. to noon — Children’s fi shing contest hosted 
by the Anna Maria Island Community Center on the 
city pier in Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.

Sunday, July 27
 Noon — Anna Maria Island Community Center 
fi shing tournament banquet at the Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.

Monday, July 28
 Today is the deadline to register to vote for the Aug. 
26 primary election.

2 to 4 p.m. — Concert featuring John Rinell and 
Scott Blum at Freedom Village, 6406 21st Ave. W., 
Bradenton. Information: 941-798-8122.

7 to 9 p.m. — Island Players Summer Improv Work-
shop for ages 16 and older taught by Patrick Johnson 
at the Island Players, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, 
runs through Aug. 7. Information: 941-518-4431. Fee 
applies.

Tuesday, July 29
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets 

for lunch and a program about Florida wildfi res with 
West Manatee Fire Chief Andy Price at the BeachHouse 
Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Fee. 
Information: 941-778-1880.

Wednesday, July 30
8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands 

Key Chamber of Commerce “Wake up Wednesdays” 
event includes breakfast at the chamber offi ce, 6960 
Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. Information: 
941-383-2466.

5:30 p.m. — “Shark Jeopardy” is led by the experts 
from Mote Marine at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-6341.

Ongoing: 
 • Antique summer fashion display Tuesdays through 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Anna Maria 
Island Historical Museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
through August. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch 
horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • Simply Put Artesian Gallery, 11904 Cortez 
Road, hosts “Fourth Fridays” from 6 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. on the fourth Friday of each month. Information: 
941-896-5053.

 • Teen Boys’ Night gathering Wednesdays at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • Teen Girls’ Night gathering Thursdays at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center. Information: 
941-778-1908.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the 
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., 
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to 
answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking 
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the 
American Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Braden-
ton, hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Information: 
941-794-3489.

Coming up:
 • Family movie “The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe” at Anna Maria Island Community Center Aug. 1.
 • Family story hour at the Island Branch Library 
Aug. 5.
 • Teen sunset volleyball at Manatee Public Beach 
Aug. 5.
 • Anna Maria Island Community Center Drama 
Camp performance of “Alice in Wonderland” Aug. 8.
 • Video game tournament at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center Aug. 12-16.

Save the date
 • On Aug. 15-17, the Island Players welcome 
the Welsh Players to the Island for a performance of 
“The Importance of Being Earnest.” Fee. Information: 
941-778-5755.
 • Aug. 18 is the fi rst day of the 2008-09 school 
year.
 • On Aug. 26, Florida holds its primary election.
 • Sept. 1 is Labor Day.
 • Nov. 14-16, “artsHOP” takes place at various 
venues on the Island. Information: 941-778-2099.
 Send calendar announcements to diana@islander.
org. Please include time, date and location of the event, 
a brief description and a contact via e-mail and phone.

Building family bonds
The Busciglio family and friends gather on the beach on Anna Maria Island for an annual “pyramid picture” during a get together over the July 4 weekend. The family’s 
connection to the Island dates back to the early 1950s, when the fi rst family home on Anna Maria was purchased on Pine Avenue. The fi rst year of the pyramid photo, 12 
people were pictured; this year featured 66 people.
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 Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

  July 23 3:57 2.0 9:47 0.8 3:55 2.0 10:06 0.6  
 July 24 4:27 2.2 10:59 0.6 5:08 1.7 10:33 0.9  
 July 25 5:02 2.3 *12:20 0.5 6:48 1.5 10:56 1.2  
 July 26 5:45 2.5 *1:48 0.3 — — — — 
 July 27 6:38 2.6 *3:13 0.0 — — — — 
 July 28 7:42 2.8 *4:26 -0.2 — — — — 
 July 29 8:35 2.9 *5:27 -0.3 — — — — 
 July 30 10:02 3.0 *6:18 -0.4 — — — — 5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

AMERICAN CAR WASH

Taking action on turtle patrol

Colleen Garness monitors Section 8 for Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Colleen Garness has displayed an activist spirit in 
events large and small.
 Before moving from Minnesota to Florida, Garness 
marched in peace demonstrations in Minneapolis.
 These days Garness’ marches aren’t with the masses. 
She is a volunteer walker with Anna Maria Island Turtle 
Watch. On Thursdays and Fridays, with the dawn, she 
walks AMITW’s Section 8, which stretches from the 
BeachHouse Restaurant south about a mile.
 Sometimes Garness walks in solitude, searching 
for signs that a marine sea turtle has nested. In the next 
month she also will begin looking for signs that eggs 
in nests have hatched.
 Occasionally Garness takes along friends, educat-
ing them about the habits of marine sea turtles, specifi -
cally the female loggerheads most common to Anna 
Maria Island beaches.
 Her role is friend, educator and activist.
 “It’s about a basic understanding of how things are 
connected and having a certain responsibility for the 
things around you,” she says of her interest in environ-
mental activism.
 Like many volunteers with AMITW, Garness 
understands her chief responsibility is to help collect 
data about nesting sea turtles.
 But also like many AMITW volunteers, her purpose 
includes protection and preservation of the endangered 
turtles.
 “What’s the saying? ‘You’ve only got one planet,’” 
Garness says.
 Garness grew up in Ashland, Wis., home of North-
land College.
 “I grew up in a small town with an environmental 
liberal arts college,” she says. “It was a big part of the 
community. So an interest [in environmentalism] has 
always been there.”
 So has an interest in turtles — Garness remembers 
a curiosity going back to her childhood, when her dad 
took her to the Lake Superior Zoo.
 “Maybe the turtle is my power animal,” she says 
with a laugh. “I’m not sure.”
 About three years ago, Garness moved with her 
boyfriend to Florida from Minnesota. They fi rst settled 
in Tampa.
 On an early visit to Anna Maria Island, Garness saw 
a pamphlet for the turtle program. She also saw some 
AMITW walkers on the beach.
 “I remember thinking how neat it would be to be 
able to do that,” she says.
 On a subsequent trip to the Island, Garness and her 
boyfriend became temporarily stranded with a broken-
down car.
 “We were like walking around, thinking it would be 
nice to live here,” she remembers. They collected some 
pamphlets for rentals on the Island and had thought the 
costs over their budget. Then, one day, Garness read 
a classifi ed ad for a “fi sherman’s dream” residence in 
Bradenton Beach.
 “Next thing I knew, I was living on an Island,” she 
says.
 Garness is a rookie with AMITW, a newer walker 
recruited to replace two retired walkers this summer. 
She was asked to walk by a Bradenton Beach neighbor 
“who knew I was into conservation.”

 Garness walks before heading to Bradenton, where 
she works as a customer service representative.
 “It’s a really nice way to start the day,” she says. 
“ My days go a lot better when I’m out here fi rst thing 
in the morning.”
 About two weeks ago, Garness came across her fi rst 
nest on the beach. She also has come across two false 
crawls — incidents in which a female turtle has crawled 
ashore to lay her eggs, but for some reason aborted the 
attempts.
 Last Friday, Garness arrived to the beach hoping 

to come across a new nest.
 “I was really expecting one,” she says. “I brought 
all four fl ags.”
 She left the beach last week without finding a 
nest, but with a bag heavy with trash collected from 
the shore.
 And she left, just mid-way through the 2008 nesting 
season, knowing she wants to return for a sophomore 
year.
 “It’s really nice to do something that you know 
helps,” she says.

Nesting by the numbers
 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch reported 132 
loggerhead sea turtle nests on the beach as of July 
20. AMITW also reported 83 false crawls.
 As of The Islander’s deadline, AMITW had 
not reported any hatched eggs.
 Nesting season continues through October.

Tracking cash
Jerry Mayer and Helio Gomez, both 13, collect money 
from Island businesspeople July 16 for a project to monitor 
marine turtles. Jerry, a volunteer for Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch, wanted to raise money for a fund to monitor 
sea turtles via satellite in a campaign involving the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the 
University of Georgia. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Center announces 
upcoming classes

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, will host classes in making 
garden stepping stones and painting with watercolors.
 Local artist Glen LeFevre will lead the two-session 
course in creating garden stepping stones monthly at 
the Center. The next session will take place 9:30 a.m. 
to noon Aug. 13 and 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Aug. 14. 
The deadline to register is Aug. 6.
 Local artist Sue Lynn Cotton will teach color 
mixing from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursdays.
 For more information, call the Center at 
941-778-1908.

Visiting artist wins magazine honor
Florida Wildlife Magazine, reinstituting its annual art 
contest this year, recently honored Joan Garcia of Lutz 
with an honorable mention. Garcia spends many weekends 
on Anna Maria Island, including one weekend creating 
“North Shore Landing.” The painting is a part of a series 
of shore birds. Islander Image: Courtesy Joan Garcia
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

 Grouper great 
offshore, trout 

terrifi c in 
backwater

By Capt. Mike Heistand
 Look for great fi shing action offshore in the Gulf of 
Mexico for grouper, snapper and amberjack right now, 
as well as some dolphin — the fi sh, not Flipper.
 For bay fi shers, it’s redfi sh and trout that are the 
target catches, as well as mangrove snapper. And don’t 
forget those sharks in Terra Ceia Bay or the fl oun-
der.
 Capt. Mark Johnston out of Annie’s Bait and 
Tackle in Cortez said he’s putting his charters onto 
catch-and-release snook, plus some big trout. 

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fi shing is 
stable for grouper, snapper and amberjack, plus some 
dolphin, with most catches coming from about 30 miles 
out in the Gulf. In the backwater, he said redfi sh were 
the best catch, followed by trout up to 25 inches in 
length. He also said he heard of a 22-inch fl ounder 
caught in the bay. 

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said fi shing has 
been slow at the pier of late, with whitebait, mangrove 
snapper and mackerel moving away from the dock. 
Best bets have been sand perch and yellowtail jack, he 
said.

Dave Sork at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
anglers there were catching a few snapper, jacks and 
some mackerel, but the mackerel have mostly left.
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
it’s all mangrove snapper, most up to 26 inches in 
length, plus redfi sh too big to keep.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports are coming in 
from Terra Ceia Bay of lots of shark catches, with some 
blacktips of up to 6 feet in length.
 Capt. Rick Gross on Fishy Business out of Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said his catch-and-release 
snook action has been excellent, as well as limit-catches 
of redfi sh and mangrove snapper to 17 inches in size.
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said “the rainy and cloudy days 
have helped moderate water temperatures a bit and 
the fi sh have responded despite a spate of 12-hour 
turn-around tides. The best action has still been man-
grove snapper, trout and redfi sh on the inshore waters 
of Sarasota and Tampa Bays. The super-high full-
moon tides have made success diffi cult when the tide 
levels get above 2.0, but it has been good from dead 
low to around 1.8 feet. Capt. Zack said he’s catching 
plenty of smallish bait, and dense schools of fi nger 
mullet are plentiful. Zach says they’re “killer bait for 
most inshore species.” He’s also catching scattered 
fl ounder, snook, mackerel, bluefi sh, jacks and lady-
fi sh
 On my boat Magic, we caught some 38 snook, 
redfi sh to 31 inches, trout too 24 inches plus fl ounder 
to 21 inches last week,
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fi shing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are 
also welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to 
news@islander.org. Please include identifi cation for 
persons in the picture along with information on the 
catch and a name and phone number for more infor-
mation.

Vacation plus fi shing 
equals fun, fun, fun
Tom Sujecki and son Joseph went 
fi shing with charter Capt. Josh 
Peurifoy while on vacation on 
Anna Maria Island and caught 
grouper and mackerel, but “best 
of all,” said Tom, was a “battle 
with a 100- and a 150-pound 
tarpon.” Joseph is pictured with a 
mangrove snapper caught off the 
public beach pier. 

Center to hold fi shing tournament July 25-27
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center’s sport 
fi shing tournament will take place July 25-27.
 The tournament will feature a total of $16,000 
in cash payouts for winners from fi rst to 10th in the 
inshore and offshore fi shing categories. The top prize 
in each category will be $3,000.
 The tournament also will feature a children’s fi sh-
ing contest on the Anna Maria City Pier from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, July 26.
 The children’s contest, limited to 40 kids ages 14 
years and under, will see assistance from the Anna 
Maria Island Privateers. The registration time is 8 
a.m.
 The big-money tournament will begin with a cap-
tain’s meeting July 25, followed by the weekend of 

fi shing and an awards banquet at noon Sunday, July 
27, at the Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 The fi shing hours will be from the end of the cap-
tain’s meeting at St. Bernard Catholic Church in Holmes 
Beach at 8:30 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. Saturday, July 26.
 There will be three weigh-in stations, one at Galati 
Marina in Anna Maria, one at the Mar Vista Dockside 
Restaurant on Longboat Key and one at the 59th Street 
Boat Ramp on the Manatee River in Bradenton, accord-
ing to the offi cial contest rules. The weigh-in stations 
will be open from 8:30 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. July 26.
 Boat registration fees are $375 and must be paid 
by 5 p.m. July 25.
 For more information, call the Center at 
941-778-1908.

Art Escape
Children enrolled in the Anna Maria Island Art 
League’s fi rst-ever youth camp, the Great Island Art 
Escape, work in modeling clay and mosaics June 26 
in the AMIAL studio, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. Sixteen children attended the program. 
Islander Photos: Edna Tiemann

Sadi Elbert and Savannah Higgins show off their clay 
creations, made June 26 in the art camp hosted by 
the Anna Maria Island Art League.
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HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE 
REPUTATION

RESULTS

HERON’S WATCH 10 Min. to beachs. 3/2, 2 car garage. 4.5 yrs old. fenced, 
room for pool.  $259,000. 

 3/2 waterfront,  large lot, lush landscape, upgrades, 
          room for pool. $299,900.

4 bedroom, handicap accessible, Birch cabinets, Corian tops, 
Large covered porch. Extras, Like new. $295,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $239,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5BR/3BA Pristine Palma Sola. 2,875 sf. Many extras. $699,000. 
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2BR/1.5 BA 304 58th St. HB

ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
a
p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

sunco1@tampabay.rr.com

REAL ESTATE LLC
MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

Island sportsman loses life’s challenge
Josh Titsworth, 
Mike Phillips, 
and John Cella 
participated in 
the Marathon 
Sprint Triathlon 
held June 21 
on Siesta Key. 
They placed fi rst 
with a time of 1 
hour 10 min-
utes. They were 
sponsored by 
JCT Construc-
tion Services. 
Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Meri 
Cella

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The sports section isn’t the usual venue for an obit-
uary, but Jon Timothy Lease, known as Tim to those of 
us who grew up on Anna Maria Island with him, had 
a life that centered around sports. Lease, 45, died July 
16, 2008. He was a lifelong resident of Anna Maria 
Island and my best friend. He grew up playing in all of 
the sports offered by what was then known as the Anna 
Maria Island Youth Center, where his mother Loretta 
worked and volunteered for many years.
 He is best remembered as a fun loving guy and as 
the best athlete from a large and very athletic family. 
Brothers Dan and Jeff will argue that they were better 
in ping-pong, while brother Matt might argue that his 
“nothing serve” baffl ed Tim during their many tennis 
matches, but that’s not how I remember it. 
 Tim’s best sport was probably soccer. He played 
a major role on the Coors Light adult amateur soccer 
team that won a state title for the Sarasota Futball Club 
in 1993. He also was a key player on the Island Football 
Club team that won the Suncoast Soccer League Divi-
sion Cup in a thrilling, double overtime game against 
the Slovaks in 1996. 
 Also an avid golfer, Tim often joked that he was in 
training to compete on the PGA senior tour. No matter 
what sport Tim was playing at the time, one thing was 
certain, Tim was good at it — and his hair was perfect!
 Tim is survived by his mother Loretta, sisters Kathy 
Harris, Terry Williams and brothers Tom, Ken, Steve, 
Dan, Jim, Ric, Matt and Jeff.
 There will be a celebration of Tim’s life for all 
friends and family members from noon-3 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 3, at the Palma Sola Botanical Gardens at 9800 
17th Ave. N.W., Bradenton. People are encouraged to 
bring photos of Tim and stories to share to complete a 
lasting memory for those who loved him.

Key Royale golf news
 The men of the Key Royale Club played a nine-
hole, two-best-balls-of-foursome match on July 14. The 
team of Dick Mills, Fred Meyer, Jim McCartney and 
Gerry Brown matched the 15-under-par 49 carded by 
the team of  Carl Wencker, Chuck Reed, Ralph Bassett 
and Austin Rice to tie for fi rst place.
 The ladies played a low-net and low-gross game on 
July 15. Tootie Wagner and Joyce Brown both carded 
26 to tie for fi rst for low net in fl ight 1. Joyce Reith shot 
a 28 to fi nish in second place. Wagner also won the low 
gross with a 36.
 First place in fl ight 2 went to Linda Kelly with a 27. 
Meredith Slavin took second place with a 30, while Norma 
Moran Shearer fi nished in third place with a 31. Kelly’s 
41 was good enough to win the low gross in fl ight 2.
 The women joined up with the men for a best-ball-
of-foursome coed tourney on July 18. The team of Jane 
Winegarden, Joyce Brown, Jim Finn and Earl Huntz-
inger fi red a 7-under-par 25 to take fi rst place. Finn and 
Huntzinger helped their cause with chipins on holes 1 

and 6. Rose Slomba and Web Cutting also had chipins 
on the day.

Native Surf Camp offers another session
 Professional surfer Ryan Helm is hosting another 
surf camp July 28- Aug. 1 at the White Avenue beach 
in Holmes Beach. Participants will learn the basics of 
surfi ng, such as how to spot a wave to ride, stand up 
and ultimately take the wave to the beach.
 Lessons on ocean safety, sun safety and the envi-
ronment are included, as well as games and activities 
on the beach throughout the fun-fi lled week. The fee is 
$175.
 For more information or to sign up, call the West 
Coast Surf Shop at 778-1001.

Get in the horseshoe game
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Boaters set into the water at the Kingfi sh Boat Ramp with dawn’s early light July 4. By mid-morning, the King-
fi sh lot was crowded by trucks with trailers. The Island’s commercial marinas also saw a lot of business. July 4 
is one of the busiest boating days of the year in Florida, along with Labor Day. Islander Photo: Lisa NeffTim Lease on his game.
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Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244

Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

5309 Gulf  Drive  •  Holmes  Beach
www.gul fbayreal ty.com

IMPERIAL HOUSE Full unobstructed Gulf views from 
this ground fl oor end unit in Imperial House. Deeded beach 
access, pool, fi shing dock are just a few of the amenities at 
this 55-plus condo. $324,900. 

SUNSET LANDINGS
Full Gulf views from the upstairs master bedroom and living/
dining room downstairs. Across the street from community 
bike path and direct beach access. Three large deck/patios. 
Good rental income. Charming beach decor. $619,000
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

FOR ALL BUYERS Offering 2BR spacious 
home, duplex site, custom-designed home. 
ROR zoned ideal for home occupation PLUS 
Gulffront properties! Call us for details. 

FOR BEACH LOVERS DISCOUNT RATES 
AVAILABLE during bridge closures! Quaint 
cottage and luxury homes as well as canal 
properties and smaller units close to beach. 
Rates start at $500/week across from beach. 

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

MARINER’S COVE 3BR 2BA TKF condo. Captivating full 
bay views, boat slip $643,401.

COVERED BRIDGE 3BR 2BA den/offi ce, hi-speed wired, 
lake view. $279,500.

WEST BRADENTON! Bring your best offers! 3BR 2BA family 
room, lanai, FHA considered. $149,900.

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2BR 2BA, family room, 1,473sf., 
lower than taxable value. Bring offers! $161,297.

Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach FL 34217 

941 778-7978 • email: news@islander.org

CO
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Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 July 2, 9600 block Gulf Drive, burglary. The com-
plainant said someone took a handgun and a gold coin 
from her car.
 July 11, Palmetto Avenue and Gulf Drive, posses-
sion of marijuana. The driver was stopped for driving 
a vehicle with a cracked windshield. It was determined 
the driver had no valid insurance and a search of the 
vehicle turned up marijuana. He was arrested.
 July 12, 100 block Palmetto Avenue, burglary. The 
complainant said someone took two bicycles from his 
screened porch. The bikes were found several blocks 
from the residence and returned. 
 July 12, 100 block Cedar Avenue, information. The 
complainant said he found a bicycle in his driveway.
 July 13, 100 block Cedar Avenue, found property. 
The complainant said he found three bicycles in the 
road. They were placed in the city’s bike barn.  
 July 13, 100 block Hammock Road, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took a bicycle from his home, 
leaving one in place. 
 July 13, 500 block Pine Avenue, criminal mischief. 
The complainant said people at a party next door broke 
her fl ower pots after having a confrontation, with dam-
ages estimated at $500.
 July 14, 200 block Periwinkle, theft. The complain-
ant said someone took her bicycle from her garage.
 July 13, 200 block Palm Avenue, theft. The complain-
ant said someone took two bicycles and a skateboard from 
her residence. One bike was recovered and returned.

Bradenton Beach
 No new reports.

Holmes Beach
 July 12, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
burglary. The complainant said that someone took his 
car keys, pants and a cell phone from his parked car.
 July 14, Key Royale, watering violations. Several 
homeowners were cited for watering violations. 
 July 15, 5327 Gulf Drive, Wachovia Bank, check 
fraud. The complainant said she cashed a friend’s 
check, and the bank notifi ed her that the check was 
fraudulent. 
 July 15, 5325 Marina Drive, Tidemark develop-
ment, trespass. The property manager said he had 
warned two people fishing at the property to leave 
several times and wanted a trespass warning issued. 
 July 15, 7600 block Gulf Drive, trespass. The 
complainant said her daughter was sitting outside her 
home and refused to leave. She was issued a trespass 
warning.
 July 16, 300 block Clark Drive, criminal mischief. 

StreetlifeStreetlife

The complainant said a woman banged on the door of 
her rental condominium unit, then attempted to enter 

her parked vehicle. The suspect then attempted to enter 
another vehicle parked next to her car. 

Battery investigation 
continues

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach police continue to investigate a 
July 10 aggravated battery that sent one man with 
traumatic injuries to the hospital.
 Meanwhile, the victim, identified as Jeff 
Haskins, 39, of Bradenton Beach, continued his 
recovery. Emergency medical helicopter took 
Haskins to Bayfront Medical Center in St. Peters-
burg at about 10:40 p.m. July 10.
 He was found in a parking lot at the Island 
Shopping Center on Marina Drive in Holmes Beach 
after an apparent fi ght with two patrons of D.Coy 
Ducks, 5410 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Police released descriptions of the two suspects 
seen beating Haskins in the parking lot.
 One suspect was described as about 28-32 
years old, 160 pounds, 5 feet 7 inches tall with 
dark curly hair and a dark complexion.
 The second suspect was described as about 

28-32 years old, 150 pounds, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
with short blond hair and a light complexion.
 Police also continued to review possible evi-
dence leading to the identity of the suspects. Video 
surveillance cameras exist in the area. Also, the bar 
uses a scanner system to check the validity of iden-
tifi cation cards.
 “We are looking into any information from the 
bar that can help identify the suspects,” HBPD Lt. 
Dale Stephenson said.
 “We were able to obtain some information and 
that’s with the detective right now.”
 HBPD detective Steven Wolff also planned to 
interview Haskins, who as of July 18 remained at 
Bayfront Medical Center listed in stable condition 
but unable to answer questions.
 Witnesses can call HBPD at 941-778-5804, 
ext. 243, or Manatee County Crime Stoppers at 
941-634-8477 for a possible reward in the event 
information leads to an arrest.

Sarasota man charged 
with car burglary in 
Bradenton Beach

 A Sarasota man was arrested and charged with car 
burglary July 14 after witnesses confronted him after 

they observed him entering a 
car parked on Bridge Street.
 Jonathon Robert Meyers, 36, 
was charged with burglary to a 
conveyance. 
 According to the report, 
Meyers entered a Hyundai 
parked at 116 Bridge St., took a 
wallet, business cards and CDs, 
then left the vehicle and threw 

the items in Anna Maria Sound near the Historic Bridge 
Street Pier. Witnesses confronted him, Bradenton Beach 
Police offi cers were called, and he was charged with 
the crime.
 Offi cers recovered the items from the water.
 “Meyer showed remorse and said in the future he 
could help us with drug cases on the Island,” according 
to the report.

Meyers

Longboat trolley 
stops identifi ed

 A map is not available for exact locations of the Long-
boat Key trolley stops from Coquina Beach, but the Mana-
tee County Area Transit “ride guide” states that “trolley 
stops are two to four blocks apart along the route.”
 A green sign along the Anna Maria Island to down-
town Sarasota route with either an MCAT or SCAT 
logo designates a trolley stop. The route time schedules 
prepared by MCAT and SCAT indicate the Longboat 
Key trolley is expected to arrive at a stop every 30 
minutes.
 Meanwhile, Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce 
executive director Gail Loefgren is preparing a route 
map of trolley stop locations for dissemination to cham-
ber members and the general public.
 The Longboat Key Trolley is a cooperative effort 
between MCAT and SCAT, although each is funded sepa-
rately. The Longboat Key Trolley costs 75 cents to ride.
 The MCAT Island trolley, from the city pier in 
Anna Maria to Coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach, is 
free for riders.
 The Longboat Key Trolley originates at the trolley 
Coquina Beach roundabout by the snack bar.
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We’ve been here
30 Years

And we’ll be here 30 more!

Sales • Rentals • Property Management

MULLET 
SALE

tie dye 

t-Shirts 

Available 

At … ...

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

941 778-7978 
WWW.ISLANDER.ORGCall 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad –for as little as $12!

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

‘Jolly’ Christmas 
in July 

christening
 The Anna Maria Island Privateers 
will join the new Jolly Roger at the “old 
world” Ooh La La! Bistro in Holmes 
Beach for a Christmas in July event on 
July 25. 
 The Privateers are expected at the 
Jolly Roger Friday for a fi rst-ever rib-
bon-cutting by swords to christen the 
new pirate theme for the restaurant. 
Everyone is welcome to join the fun, 
which will include special happy hour 
prices on food and drinks, samples of 
Chef Aldo’s Italian fare, and a treat from 
the Jolly treasure chest for youngsters. 
 Kids, parents, ahoy! Kids 12 and 
under eat free from the Jolly Roger kid’s 
menu when accompanied by a regular 
fare adult diner through the end of July. 
And there are three menus for adults to 
choose from, including choices from 
the new lighter-fare Jolly Roger menu, 
Aldo’s Italian menu and the established 
favorites from the Ooh La La! fi ne dining 
menu. From cannelloni to steak sandwich 
to potato-crusted grouper, something on 
the trio menu is sure to please.
 The Christmas in July celebration 
and restaurant christening will be 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Friday, July 25. Kids, bucca-
neers, pirates and renegade privateers 
are welcome — and, hopefully, Santa 
will make an appearance. 
 For more information, call the 
Jolly Roger any evening after 5 p.m., 
941-778-5320.

Acqua, Aveda 
hosts benefi t

Acqua, Aveda on the Beach, 5311 

Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, will host a 
benefi t for the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion.
 The spa’s staff will make appoint-
ments from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, July 
27, to raise money for the organization, 
which works to help children with life-
threatening illnesses realize their wishes.
 The staff will raise money with pro-
ceeds from hair cuts, massages and other 
services.
 For  more  informat ion,  ca l l 
941-778-5400.

Free juice: Key 
Royale man 

promotes 
alternative energy
 Many pickup trucks gobble gasoline 
like athletes gulp Gatorade.
 But not Tom Stockebrand’s S10 
Chevy pickup. Stockebrand’s vehicle is 
electric and the electrical hobbyist has 
bragged that his “from here to there travel” 
cost about 25 cents a gallon. He fi rst drove 
an electric truck in 1995. That was replaced 
in 2000 with the current S10.
 “Total 13 years,” Stockebrand said 
of his electric ride.
 Now Stockebrand, a resident of Key 
Royale and retired electrical engineer, 
can brag that he gets his home energy 
free — sort of.
 Stockebrand, working with Rex 
James and Solar Direct of Bradenton, 
recently installed a 5.25 kilowatt Pho-
tovoltaic Solar system at his home.
 The system of solar panels creates 
an energy source for the residence and 
allows him to sell excess power to Flor-
ida Power & Light, which presently is 
seeking a consumer rate hike for fuel 
cost increases.
 “I’m getting $3 per day from the 
sun,” he said. “I should be getting about 
$1,000 per year, which makes the invest-
ment pay at 10 percent if all the rebates 
come through.”
 Stockebrand’s solar panels were 
installed by the side of his home with 
a southern view for optimum sunshine, 
according to James, a vice president of 
market development for Solar Direct.

 Stockebrand plans to eventually add 
solar-based systems to heat water for the 
home and the pool, a common package 
for Floridians, James said.
 “Our customers see about a 50 per-
cent discount on their solar investments 
thanks to Gov. Charlie Crist’s initia-
tives for renewable energy in the state,” 
James said.  “When the state falls in 
line with others and offers a premium 
for the power generated by systems such 
as Stockebrand’s, Tom and all customers 
who invest in solar for their homes will 
reap added benefi ts from their socially 
responsible green investment.”
 The cost of a solar electric system can 
run about $50,000, but more than $20,000 
in rebates and credits are available.

Island real estate 
transactions

 6006 Gulf Drive, Unit 109, Playa 
Encantada, Holmes Beach, a 1,830 sf;a 
/ 2,140 sfu 3bed/2bath Gulffront condo 
built in 1980 was sold 07/01/08, Sato to 
Besant family Trust for $1,220,000.
 200 Gulf Drive S., Unit 3, Sand-
castle Beach Resort, Bradenton Beach, 
a 1,479 sfla / 1,591 sfur 3bed/2bath 
Gulffront condo built in 2003 was sold 
07/01/08, WL Properties Inc. to Darish 
for $750,000; list $825,000.
 302 65th St., Unit A, Coastal 
Villas, Holmes Beach, a 2,495 sfla 
4bed/3½bath/2car land condo built in 
2008 was sold 07/02/08, Coastal Cot-
tages 7 LLC to Leggio for $660,000; list 
$695,000. 
 134 49th St., Unit A, Coastal Cot-
tages 3, Holmes Beach, a 2,495 sfla 
4bed/3½bath/2car land condo built in 
2008 was sold 07/02/08, Coastal Cot-
tages 6 LLC to Quinn for $620,000; list 
$679,000.
 222 82nd St., Unit A, Seagrove, 
Holmes Beach, a 2,242 sfl a / 3,665 sfur 
3bed/2bath land condo built in 2001 
was sold 07/02/08, Beadle to Nowicki 
for $575,000.
 229 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach, 
a 1,386 sfl a / 3,161 sfur 3bed/2bath/4car 
home built in 1999 on a 53x94 lot was 
sold 07/02/08, Altstaetter to O’Connell 
for $485,000; list $518,900.

 668 Key Royale Drive, Holmes 
Beach, a 1,717 sfla / 2,865 sfur 
3bed/2bath/2car canalfront home built in 
1971 on a 101x115 lot was sold 06/30/08, 
Bungee to Reichl for $475,000; list 
$499,900.
 107 12th St. S., Bradenton Beach, 
a 640 sfl a / 885 sfur 1bed/1bath home 
built in 1949 on a 50x100 lot was sold 
07/02/08, Levitt to Wells for $425,000.
701 N. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, a 781 
sfl a / 1,087 sfur 2bed/1bath home built in 
1947 on a 50x100 lot was sold 07/02/08, 
TLC Properties 2 Anna Maria LLC to 
Cowan for $419,045.
 407 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, a 
1,250 sfl a / 1,456 sfur 2bed/1bath/1car 
home built in 1957 on a 74x105 lot 
was sold 07/01/08, Case to Curtis for 
$359,500; list $499,000.
 1105 Gulf Drive S., Unit 3, Blue 
Horizon, Bradenton Beach, a 1,388 sfl a 
/ 1,500 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 
1977 was sold 07/03/08, Blue Horizon 
Condo Developers LLC to Ditommaso 
for $350,000.
3 601 E. Bay Drive, Unit 109, Sandy 
Pointe, Holmes Beach, a 1,004 sfla / 
1,074 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 
1994 was sold 07/02/08, Levit to Dick-
erson for $245,000; list $269,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at 
Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can be 
reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. Cur-
rent Island real estate transactions may 
also be viewed online at www.islander.
org. Copyright 2008

Melinda Lampariello, left, welcomes Glenn 
Gallo and Nancy Elie of Gallo Chiro-
practic and Carrie Price Whaley of The 
Islander newspaper at the Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of Commerce breakfast at 
the July 9 Melinda’s Café in the Tidemark 
Shoppes, Holmes Beach. Islander Photos: 
Rebecca Barnett 
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 
941-720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

2001 FORD TAURUS SE: 4-door, 16,600 miles, 
gold/tan cloth, new brakes, fuel pump. $4,895. 
Harold, 813-956-7979.

2000 LAND ROVER SE7, 117,000 miles, excellent 
condition, fully loaded. $6,200.00, 941-928-8735.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfi sh, Laser, Zuma 
and Precision 15. Call Brian, 941-685-1400.

FISHING & CHARTERS

INSHORE SLAM FISHING - Reds, snook, trout with 
Capt. Jim Savaglio. License, bait, tackle included. 
941-238-7597.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Res-
taurant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 
941-778-3953.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS: The best news in town 
and the best results from classifi ed ads and service 
advertising!

GARAGE SALES continued

YARD SALE: FULL house of furniture and lots of 
other items. 8 a.m.-noon. Saturday-Sunday. 733 
Holly Road, Anna Maria.

HUGE MOVING SALE 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, July 
25, and Saturday, July 26. Furniture, art, bike, col-
lectibles, extension ladder, mower, water skis, tube, 
fi shing tackle, etc. 607 N. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria.

ANTIQUES, FURNITURE, COLLECTIBLES, wet-
suit, printers, scanners, etc. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
July 26. 424 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.

SIDEWALK “YARD” SALE continues at ��������	
��, 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday-Friday, July 23-25, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 

LOST AND FOUND

LOST LARGE TIGER cat, pink collar. 3200 Gulf 
Drive. Please call, 941-201-4571.

WOMAN’S PRESCRIPTION GLASSES found July 
4 at the 63rd Street beach access, Holmes Beach. 
813-689-4135 or 813-685-1585.

JIB/HEADSAIL BEACHCAT with white sail. 
Lost July 5 along Bay Boulevard. Reward. Call 
941-807-0603.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ENTERTAINMENT: CORPORATE, GOLF and pri-
vate parties. 781-367-0339, www.bbrodney.com.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

ITEMS FOR SALE

MOVING: TABLE, SIX chairs, leaf with match-
ing buffet, $600. 36x48 Mirror, $65. Baker’s rack, 
$80. Refrigerator, $150. Broyhill desk/hutch, $125. 
Mission desk, $90. Storwal horizontal file, $80. 
941-792-8726.

SEALY TWIN BED, 2 months old, $150. Ross exer-
cise bike, $100. Much more. 941-794-5980.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, 
$350. Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 
941-778-1102. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. Clothing sales. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

YARD SALE: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, July 26. 2814 
Ave. E, Holmes Beach.

MOVING SALE: 9 a.m. Saturday, July 26. Chairs, 
pictures, miscellaneous items. 236 Oak Ave., Anna 
Maria.

THREE FAMILY SALE: 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Satur-
day, July 26. Table and chairs, two coffee tables, 
dresser, waterbed, three desks, kitchenware, lamps, 
antiques, jewelry, much brick-brack. 218 84th St., 
Holmes Beach.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org

We Make Owning a Vacation Home
on Anna Maria Island a Reality

ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Fractional Ownership from $15,000 - $47,000
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Dennis Girard, Realtor
Joanne Zimmerman, Realtor

941-778-2115     1-877-346-7711
www.TheBeachClubFlorida.com

YOUR EXCLUSIVE INVITATION 

TO BEACH CLUB LIVING

The Beach Club on Anna Maria Island

offers luxury resort-style living in beautifully

appointed studio, one, two, or three-bedroom suites.  

Enjoy the ambiance of Old Florida with 

state-of-the-art comforts you expect from a luxury resort.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach

This advertisement is being used for the purpose of soliciting fractional ownership sales as 
governed by Florida Statutes Chapter 721 entitled The Florida Vacation Plan and Timesharing Act.  
This offer is not directed to residents in any state in which a registration of the timeshare plan 
is required but in which registration requirements have not yet been met.
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ANSWERS TO JULY 23 PUZZLE

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

HELP WANTED Continued

TWO SCOOPS – ANNA Maria Island’s favorite 
ice-cream shop and cafe is now hiring part-time 
associates. Varied shifts available, must be able to 
work nights and weekends. Great pay, $8-9/hour. A 
great place to work and have a little fun, looking for 
a few friendly people. Food preparation experience 
a plus. Apply today at Two Sides of Nature, located 
in Bayview Plaza, 101 S. Bay Blvd., unit A-1.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought at Ooh La La! 
Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 p.m., 5406 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on stra-
tegic Longboat corner. Many business uses pos-
sible: gas/convenience store, bank, restaurant, etc. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

GARDEN/HOME DECOR. Enchanting Holmes 
Beach shop is fun to run. Only $45,000. Longview 
Realty, 941-383-6112.

KIDS4HIRE

ISLAND TUTORING. Manatee High School fresh-
man Chris Perez tutors elementary or middle school 
children. Call 941-778-2979.

CALL ALEXANDRA, 15, for babysitting or odd-
jobs. Red Cross certifi ed in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
941-778-5352

ISLAND TEEN EXPERIENCED, and certifi ed child 
care with Safe Sitter, CPR and Red Cross train-
ing, seven days a week. Maggie, 941-447-4632 or 
941-778-8405.

BABYSITTING AND PETSITTING. Teen with 
child daycare experience and Red Cross certi-
fi ed available all summer. Katie, 941-778-1491 or 
941-447-4057.

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE ON the Island during the 
summer. Lisa, 17, 941-538-8570.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953. 

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER AVAILABLE to help 
a little or a lot, day or night. CPR, fi rst aid, CNA 
certifi ed. Reliable, trustworthy, Island references. 
Flexible scheduling. Personal/household care, driv-
ing, companionship. 941-778-5958.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The 
Islander.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. 
Flat rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 
941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your 
computer misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service 
and private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 
941-545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING, wash away 
mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The Islander.

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Charlotte, 
a 2-year-old 
female shepard 
mix, rescued 
from shelter, 
great with kids/
dogs, but no cats, 
$80, call Julie at 
SunCoast Real 

Estate, 941-779-0202, or Manatee Humane 
Society, 941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

J&M
Tree Service

Trimming • Topping • Removal • Stump grinding

941-527-7020
affordable • free estimates • insured

MENTION THIS AD, 
GET 10% OFF!

FREE
MULCH

Cleaning and 
pet-sitting services 
in the comfort of 
your own home

Island residents 
for 20 years

Islands Cleaning  & Pet-Sitting Services

“They’re our family too”        941-592-5464

Appliance Repair 
Same Day Emergency Service 

Just Call the Doc!

$10 off Repair

Office: 941-794-8711    
Emergencies: 941-565-2580 

Serving all Makes

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

Don Meilner & Son 
Construction Inc.   

Commercial and residential contractor 
serving Anna Maria Island for 27 years.
New construction, remodeling, kitchen 
makeover … all your needs from  
design to completion.
Call 941-778-3875 CBC021028

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power 
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-780-1735
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

HOUSE CLEANING
• weekly
• bi-weekly
• monthly
• one-time only
• move in/out
OFFICE CLEANING
PRESSURE WASHING

Call Mel today …
941.518.4216

Free estimates!
References!

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j
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Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
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HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461
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)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 words: $40. Box: $4. 
(Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) ______________   __________   __________   __________    or TFN start date: ____________________

Amt. pd _____________________ Date ________________  Ck. No.❏  ____________ Cash ❏ __________  By ____________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________________________

Name shown on card: _______________________________________________________card exp. date _________ / _______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill _________________________________Billing address zip code ______________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SERVICES Continued

LIGHT CARPENTRY, HOME repairs, handyman 
work, deck repairs, dock repairs, etc. Retired trades-
man, Island resident. No job too small. Call Steve 
Doyle 941-778-1708.

SEWING: HEMMING, BUTTONS, minor alterations, 
cushion covers, ironing. Errands: grocery, doctor’s 
appointments.  Call Terry, 941-778-3125.

CLEANING FAIRIES: LONG-time resident, weekly, 
biweekly, reasonable rates and attention detail. Free 
estimates. 941-778-5717. 

A&B WINDOW CLEANING: residential, commer-
cial, window caulking, pressure washing and paint-
ing. Island resident. Day: 941-545-3845. Evening: 
941-536-6586.

PLEASE, LET ME clean your house for you, your 
way. 20 years experience. Barb, 941-792-1381.

SUPER CLEAN YOUR home! I’m a fastidious, 
Asian housekeeper who loves to clean. I’ll make 
your home sparkle! Island resident, 100 percent 
reliable with VIP references. Free estimates. Call 
Pa, 941-447-1785.

WASH AND FOLD Service: Formerly at Holmes 
Beach Laundromat, now available for pickup and 
delivery to your door. Ironing, too. Call Cheryl, 
941-773-1631.

COMPUTER GOT YOU down? Got a virus? Need 
wireless, network setup? Web site? Need help? Call 
JC, 941-484-7487.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs cov-
ered! Print work: logos brochures, brand identity. Web 
design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon at Smashcat 
Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINING: Private studio, 
certifi ed trainer, 16 years experience. Specializing in 
sport-specifi c training, improving balance, strength, 
and stamina. Toni Lyon, 941-928-8735.

SERVICES Continued

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244. 

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE WEEKENDS and week-
nights. Experienced woman, Island references, 
patient, caring and responsible. 941-726-5838.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 
941-778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 
941-301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. Tropical landscape specialist. 
Residential and commercial. 30-years experience. 
941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  

Livery Insured• Airport Permitted

PETER’S 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Home Repair
• Organizing 

Rooms, Garage
• Soffit & Fascia
• Painting
 Interior & 

Exterior
• Ceiling Fans

•  House Watching
• House and

Apartment 
Cleaning…

      and 
      everything 

in between!

Licensed 
and Insured

We speak 
German, too!

Free Estimates

www.phs-bradenton.com
941.524.4568

No job is too small!
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 28

HOME IMPROVEMENT

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS! Do you need help 
with services for your home? Free estimates, 941- 
580- 3312.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 
800-749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide variety, 
changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-0202, 
or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

2/BR DUPLEX NEAR Blake, one block off Cortez 
Road, extra clean, $725/month. 941-761-4040.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA redecorated. Annual, 
$750/month, furnished. Most utilities paid. Call 
941-758-9133.

ANNUAL DUPLEX: ANNA Maria, 2BR/1BA, 
screened breezeway, washer/dryer if needed. Walk 
to beach and bay, near community center. Water 
and garbage included, $875/month. 941-756-8787, 
941-747-5071.

BRADENTON BEACH BRAND new duplex, block 
from beach. 3BR/3BA two-car garage, granite 
kitchen, marble baths, offi ce, eight-person Jacuzzi, 
elevator, balconies overlooking Gulf and Intrac-
oastal. Turnkey furnished, absolutely pristine, no 
pets, $2200/month annually with option to buy. Call 
Lisa, 860-601-3838.

KEY ROYALE CANALFRONT paradise. 2BR/2BA, 
tropical pool with spa, two boat lifts, minutes to Gulf. 
Don’t miss it! $2,300/month, annual, available Aug. 
1. 941-730-1086. 

PRIME COMMERCIAL LOCATION in heart 
of Holmes Beach. 5382 Gulf of Mexico Drive, for-
merly Smith Realtors, all new interior, high visibility, 
1,900 sf. Only $2,400/month. Also, 24x12 storage 
unit, $250/month. 941-746-8666.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The 
Islander.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 
941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A 
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates. 
941-544-8658.

SDB HOME REPAIR LLC: Handyman, painting, tile 
work, sheetrock, hauling, electrical, light plumbing. 
941-312-2239.

WOOD, TILE, MOSAIC and carpet. Custom installa-
tions, quality workmanship, prompt service, reliable. 
Licensed and insured, free estimates, many Island 
references. Contact Omar, 941-447-7627, opolar@
tampabay.rr.com.

RENTALS Continued

HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA apartment. 100 feet 
from bay. First, last, security deposit, $795/month. 
949-813-4900.

1BR/1BA ANNUAL APARTMENT furnished or 
unfurnished. One block from beach and trolley stop. 
Great outdoor living in Bradenton Beach. Call Liz, 
941-778-2173 or 941-962-8844.

WANTED TO RENT: 2-3BR/2BA, Jan 15-April 15, 
2009. Prefer Anna Maria near Gulf. 877-476-0488, 
ext. 214, or picard@agenet.com.

ANNUAL HALF DUPLEX, 3BR/2BA with washer/
dryer hookups, beautiful tile, close to beach, $900/
month. 1BR/1BA, tile, $700/month. No pets. Dolores 
M. Baker Realty, 941-778-7500.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL rental. Elevated 
duplex, 2BR/2BA, recently updated, walk to beach. 
Two bonus rooms, large garage. $1,500/month. 
404-441-6471, e-mail: f.dolan@yahoo.com.

SPACIOUS ISLAND BAYFRONT. Dock, furnished. 
$2,000/month, $900/week. $150/night includes utili-
ties. 941-794-5980. www.divefi sh.com.

ANNUAL UNFURNISHED 2BR/2BA duplex, Holmes 
Beach, no pets, ground level, $1,000/month. Washer, 
dryer, water and lawn care included. Jim Anderson 
Realty, 941-778-4847. 

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large 2BR/2BA, 
den, hookups, central heating/air, pets consid-
ered, $925/month, $1,000 security. 941-962-5827.

BEACH APARTMENT: EVERYTHING furnished. 
Includes washer, dryer, internet, pool/hot tub. Semi-
annual rental, $950/month. 941-778-7315.

OFFICE, RETAIL, PROFESSIONAL Space. 8799 
Cortez Road. 625 sf. Call 1-800-952-1206.

EFFICIENCY APARTMENT. AVAILABLE Aug. 1. No 
pets. 941-778-7039.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com. 
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RENTALS Continued

PALMA SOLA 3BR/2BA, 2-car garage. Walk to bay 
and beach. Caged pool, separate 11x40 screened 
lanai, updated domed kitchen, formal dining 
room, much more.  $1,595/month, plus deposit. 
941-567-9492. 775-829-9492.

REAL ESTATE

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA, or 
1BR/2BA plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, 
workshop, carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, fl ow-
ers and privacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum 
roof. Handyman special. $629,000. 941-778-9217.

BRADENTON BEACH 2BR/2BA with Gulf just 
across the street and terrifi c direct views. $440,000. 
Owner, 941-388-5238.

REAL ESTATE Continued

1BR/1BA MOBILE HOME. You own land in water-
front park. No monthly fees. Great condition. 
Reduced!! $85,000. 513-470-3851.

BEST BUY ON Pine Avenue. Residential/
commercial. $569,000, compare at $750,000. 
941-773-0706.

ISLAND WATERFRONT HOME. Updated 3BR/2BA, 
pool, spa, boat dock. Creative terms, $799,000. 
Owner/Realtor, 941-356-1456.

A HUNDRED STEPS to the beach, cozy 2BR/1BA. 
Open plan, furnished, washer/dryer. $249,000. 
Realtor, 941-756-1090.

REAL ESTATE Continued

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 football fi eld-
sized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month! 
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sun-
siteslandrush.com.

HOW ABOUT TENNESSEE? For a list of available 
lake and mountain homes and properties call Lake-
side Realty toll free at 888-291-5253, or visit www.
lakesiderealty-tn.com.

546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.308.6494

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Global market.   Global connections.

941.308.6494 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

12306 Bayointe Terrace
Short sale! Gated boating community of Harbour 
Landings – deep water protected boat slip and custom 
3br/3.5ba executive style home with cage pool, enclosed 
terraced lanai with outdoor kitchen.  Custom built-ins 
and sliders open wide for entertaining. 

Reduced! $999,000

6404 Gulf Dr
L’Plage is Anna Maria’s premiere Gulffront gated condo 
community. This 3BR/3BA offers exquisite fi nishes and de-
signer furnishes. Lush tropical landscape and gulf front pool! 

$1,599,000

200 S. Gulf Drive 
SOLD unit 3— only 2 units left! Hurry! Bank-owned 
foreclosure! Beachfront condos with granite and 
10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for details. These won’t last at 
current pricing.

$795,000

Palm Isle Village
Investment opportunity!  300 feet from the beach, 
turnkey furnished cottages with pool.  Rental income 
of $30k - $50k.

Priced from the $450s

798 N. Shore Drive
North end of Anna Maria just across street from beach! 
Adorable beach house with 3BR/2BA plus 1BR/1BA guest 
suite.  Gulf views, vaulted ceilings, bright and open with lots of 
windows and open plan.  Beautifully maintained, fresh paint, 
and furnished.  Rental history in place! 

$749,000.

2418 Avenue C
Builders home!  Custom fi nishes, chefs kitchen in 
this 3br/2ba condo with exquisite gulf views and 
panoramic island views from roof-top patio.  Ready 
for hot tub! 

Reduced $599,000

4911 Gulf Dr
Most beautiful bay front home! 4BR/3BA with fabulous 
lagoon style pool.  Deep water inlet with dock large 
enough for 2 boats and a 20,000lb lift!  Beautifully 
updated with fresh paint in and out. Must see! 

$1,199,000

2500 Gulf Dr   
NEW Gulf front town home.  Only 2 built! 3/2 and 2/2 
with amazing views, enclosed garage and pool.  Great rental 
potential! Short sale. Bring offers

$1,199,000

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

FEATURED PROPERTY

9657 NW 18th Avenue Circle – The Loop of NW Bradenton
Gated with 4900 sq ft, 4BR/3BA split plan, caged pool, exceptional fi nishes 
and built-ins.  Wonderful family or executive style home with formal living 
and dining area,  family room,  offi ce with wet bar and luxurious master suite 
offering his and her’s closets.  Her closet is room size!    Priced to sell.  

$999,000

2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulf Front 
lot. Build your dream home here. Walk 
the sugar white sand beach, watch the 
stunning sunsets, see the dolphins 
swim by. Write your novel here! Becky 
Smith or Elfi  Starrett (941) 778-2246. 
#M504998. $1,199,000

EXQUISITE Gulf views & luxury ame-
nities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown Moldings 
accent high ceilings & open plan. 
Granite countertops & stainless appl. 
Designer perfect furnishings. Karen 
Day (941) 778-2246. #M578289. 
$1,599,000

REDUCED! Well maintained 3BR/3BA 
residence on Deep Water Canal w/
short walk to beach. Open fl oor plan 
with hardwood fl oors, newer master 
suite, large covered porch and 21x17 
workshop. Dave Moynihan (941) 
720-0089. #M572802. $699,000

VALUE IS IN 2 LOTS only a few 
100 yds.from Gulf. Beautiful street 
& beach access. Build 2 homes or 
remodel cottage & live in paradise. 
2BR/1.5BA . Karen Day (941) 
778-2246. #M573537. $849,000

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT 
Well maintained 3BR/2BA canal front 
residence w/open fl oor plan, private 
setting with new dock, paver brick 
patio & drive and excellent Island loca-
tion. Dave Moynihan (941) 778-2246. 
#M564733. $499,000

GORGEOUS BAYFRONT HOME with 
private dock and lift. Updated with 
wood floors, granite countertops 
and stainless steel appliances. Large 
master suite with Jacuzzi tub and 
balcony. Expansive bay views. 2-car 
garage. One block to the beach.  
Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-2246. 
#577138. $1,450,000.

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

NEW
 LI

ST
IN

G 846 Waterside Lane, 
Bradenton
Best Buy!  Furnished 2BR/2BA villa, 
water views, 1292 sf, pool, tennis 
and 24-guard gate. Only $235,000!  
ML#575060
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