
TOP NOTCHTOP NOTCH
Week 2 winner:
Warm welcome
Kimberly Walters of Bradenton is the 
second winner in the newspaper’s six-
week-long Top Notch contest, winning 
front page placement for the photo and an 
Islander newspaper “more-than-a-mullet 
wrapper” T-shirt. Her entry — a photo-
graph of Sienna Hope Walters at Manatee 
Memorial Hospital — will go into a pool 
of weekly winners eligible for the grand 
prize of $100 from the newspaper and a 
bevy of gift certifi cates, including one 
from Minnie’s Beach Cafe, and other 
prizes from Islander advertisers. See page 
8 for additional contest information.

Skimming 
the news … 
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Cross-county trolley trek
Ann Howard, above left, and Pat Shilling, both  of 
Bradenton board a trolley at Coquina Beach. A 
fare-based trolley service now loops from Sara-
sota to St. Armands Circle and Longboat Key and 
across the bridge to a new turnaround at Coquina 
Beach to hook up with the no-fare Island trolley. 

Left, the SCAT and MCAT trolley buses at 
Coquina Beach. Islander Photos: Edna Tiemann

Anna Maria city election: Four for two 
commission seats, mayor unopposed

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria incumbent Mayor Fran Bar-
ford will be returned to offi ce in the November 
election as no candidate qualifi ed by the June 
20 deadline to run against her.
 For the two city commission seats up for 
grabs, four candidates will compete, including 
incumbent Jo Ann Mattick.
 The two candidates with the most votes 
will each earn a seat on the commission.
 Also qualifying for the open seats are 
former commissioners Bob Barlow and Chuck 
Webb and political activist Mark Alonso.
 Barlow was on the commission from 
2000 to 2001, while Webb served from 2002 
to 2003.

 Former planning and zoning board chair-
man Tom Turner had considered a candidacy, 
but opted not to join the race.
 Current Commissioner Duke Miller previ-
ously announced he did not plan to seek re-
election after serving three terms on the com-
mission. 
 “I am looking forward to this election,” 
said Alonso. “I think there are a lot of issues 
that need to be discussed.”
 Likewise, Barlow said he is enthusiastic 
about a return to politics following a seven-
year absence.
 “It will be interesting to debate the issues 
with the other candidates,” he predicted.
 While efforts to reach Webb for comment 
were unsuccessful, he has previously indicated 

New Island trolley 
AMI-SRQ hookup

 Sarasota County Area Transit has begun a 
trolley service that links with the Anna Maria 
Island trolley. And they hook up at a new trolley 
turnaround at Coquina Beach, where Manatee 
County Area Transit riders on the free Island trol-
ley can ride SCAT’s new fare-based (75 cents) 
trolley ride to Longboat and St. Armands keys 
and downtown Sarasota.
 The new transit turnaround for the trolleys 
and transfers to MCAT bus service to Bradenton 
is at the concession stand at Coquina Beach.
 SCAT’s Longboat Key Trolley began 
serving customers June 14, takes passengers 
daily to and from Sarasota on a half-hour loop, 
beginning ats at 6 a.m. and ending at 11 p.m. 

his interest in helping the city adopt new land-
development regulations that correspond to the 
comprehensive plan and eliminate any ambi-
guity the current regulations might contain.
 In the weeks before the election, The Islander
will run profi les of all the candidates, including 
their stand on a number of issues in the city. Those 
include revising the land-development regulations, 
how the city should defi ne structures in its retail-
offi ce-residential area, the stormwater drainage plan 
and whether or not the city should re-zone districts 
to correspond to the land uses on its future land-use 
map, or wait for a request from a property owner.
  The offi ce of mayor of Anna Maria pays 
$9,600 annually, while a city commissioner 
earns $4,800 per year.
 For more on elections, see page 9.

.

Fire the cannons. Blast 
the fi reworks. Anna 
Maria Island readies 
for July 4 holiday. 
Page 3 
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ScenicWAVES 
to advise on 

redevelopment 
district

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Commissioners explored the creation of a citizens 
group to help direct the revitalization of Bradenton 
Beach’s commercial district — and then decided the 
appropriate group already exists.
 The existing ScenicWAVES group will serve as 
an advisory committee to the community develop-
ment agency, which presently is the city commission, 
on changes in the CRA district, mapped as the area 
between Sarasota Bay, Cortez Road, the Gulf of Mexico 
and Fifth Street South.
 The city established the CRA 16 years ago to revi-
talize the “blighted” district with Community Redevel-
opment Block Grant money, other grant sources and 
incremental tax assistance.
 The CRA received about $400,000 this fi scal year, 
which was largely dedicated to paying off a loan for 
the reconstruction of the city pier. By statute, money 
channeled into the district must be used for improve-
ment projects, not maintenance.
 During a meeting last week, the commission briefl y 
reviewed a proposal from city projects and programs 
manager Lisa Marie Phillips to establish a fi ve-mem-
ber CRA advisory board consisting of two citizens and 
three business owners.
 The proposal included a set of guidelines, including 
that members must be registered voters in the city and 
not serve on other city boards or committees and that 
the committee would hold public meetings conducted 
under Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 The concept of a citizens advisory group was fi rst 
broached during an educational meeting on the CRA 
in May. City offi cials held the meeting at the request of 
local business owners who wanted to learn more about 
the district, especially the spending of CRA money and 
investments in public parking.
 Phillips agreed to submit a proposal for a citizens 

advisory committee during that meeting.
 However, during last week’s commission meeting, 
Commissioner Janie Robertson suggested that another 
committee seemed redundant.
 Robertson said both the planning and zoning board 
and the recently merged ScenicWAVES committee, 
which advises on improvements along scenic Gulf Drive 
and the waterfront, already deal with CRA matters.
 “The people who are most interested are already 
sworn members of our boards,” Robertson said. “The 
people involved in this already are involved in Scenic-
WAVES.”
 “I like what you’re saying,” Bradenton Beach Vice 
Mayor John Chappie said.
 The commission then reached a consensus that Sce-
nicWAVES should advise on the CRA.
 “That makes a lot of sense,” Phillips agreed.
 “And,” Robertson said, “if there’s a stumbling 
block, bring it back.”
 When the CRA was established in 1992, the 
downtown district, which the CRA plan called His-
toric Old Town, was considered blighted. The 1957 
Anna Maria Island and Cortez bridges that had 
fueled development in Holmes Beach had resulted in 
a decline in Bradenton Beach, according to the CRA 
master plan. The new bridge in Bradenton Beach 
replaced the crossing at Bridge Street, which became 

the city pier.
 “The city pier became the last inheritance of the 
original bridge — still jutting out 660 feet into the bay, 
but looking tired and shopworn from years of benign 
neglect,” the plan stated.
 “For 35 years, from 1957 to 1992, Bradenton 
Beach has limped along the edge of a prosperous 
Island economy.”
 The city, formerly known informally as Cortez 
Beach, had been a bustling community somewhat 
depended on vice for commercial enterprise in its earli-
est years. With the end of Prohibition, commerce turned 
to the tourism trade and “Bridge Street developed into 
stores and services on both sides of the street as every 
automobile entering the Island drove through the midst 
of the town.… From 1922 until 1957, Cortez Beach was 
the economic center of the Island.”
 The creation of the CRA, with an infusion of cash 
from grants and dedicated property tax dollars, was 
intended to rejuvenate old town’s slump.
 The goals set forth in the CRA plan called for cre-
ating a traffi c pattern to bring people to Bridge Street, 
attracting new investment in commerce, partnering with 
organizations and businesses to promote historical, 
social and recreational programs, improve and increase 
public parking and secure historic district status for the 
community.

In the market
Folk artist Rhonda K 
prices her signs while 
“Sadie the Sales Pug” 
awaits a customer. June 
20 marked national 
Take Your Dog to Work 
Day, but a number 
of people, including 
Rhonda, observed the 
day June 21 at the 
Bridge Street Market, 
which will take place 
again the fi rst and third 
Saturdays in July and 
then resume in October. 
Islander Photos: 
Lisa Neff
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Parade, fi reworks highlight holiday on Island

The Anna Maria Island Privateers lead the 2007 July 4 parade from Coquina Beach to Bayfront Park in Anna 
Maria. This year’s parade will follow that same course. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A fi reworks display on Independence Eve and a 
parade on Independence Day will showcase the July 4 
holiday on Anna Maria Island.
 The fi reworks will be sponsored by the BeachHouse 
Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach, and 
take place from a barge in the Gulf of Mexico not far 
from the restaurant at about 9 p.m.
 Bell’s Fireworks will put on the permitted display, 
which is expected to bring thousands to the waterfront 
in the Island’s southernmost city.
 “The thing I like best about the day is the fi reworks 
at night,” said Josh Clark, 8, a summer visitor from 
Orlando who fi shed last Tuesday on the Historic Bridge 
Street Pier. “It’s really cool.”
 A fi reworks display will not take place on the Island 
July 4 due to offi cials’ concerns about the use of illegal 
fi reworks on the beach. However, the traditional July 4 
parade organized by the Anna Maria Island Privateers 
will take place.
 The parade will begin at about 10 a.m. July 4 at 
Coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach and travel north 
to Bayfront Park in Anna Maria.
 Entry in the parade is free. Privateers’ rules require 
that entries be motorized, decorated in colors and style 
“befi tting the spirit of Independence Day” and arrive to 
the Coquina Beach staging area by 9:30 a.m.
 The Privateers ask participants to pre-register for 
the event — forms are available at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, and on the Internet at 
www.amiprivateers.org.
 After the parade, AMIP invites the public to join 
in a celebration at Cafe on the Beach, where the group 
will announce the winners of its college scholarships.
 Organizers expect to award $27,000 in scholarships 
at a time when, nationwide, tuitions continue to rise but 
loan lenders are on the decline.
 Economic indicators for the holiday suggest that 
many people will spend July 4 close to home, especially 
with the price of gasoline expected to reach $4.39 per 
gallon early next month.
 About 59.4 percent of consumers say increased gas 

prices will impact their spending for the holiday, up 
from last year’s 42.1 percent of consumers, according 
to the National Retail Federation. 
 “A traditional Fourth of July trip to the beach or 
amusement park will be more expensive than it has 
ever been,” said Phil Rist, vice president of strategy at 
BIGresearch, which conducted the July 4 survey for the 
NRF. “Instead of making elaborate travel plans, many 
consumers will choose to spend the holiday closer to 

home with family and friends.”
 Summertime Holmes Beach resident Trisha Heart-
wood said she appreciated the restaurant-sponsored fi re-
works and the Privateers parade, which makes traveling 
unnecessary for her family.
 “I am within walking distance of everything any-
body could want to do on the Fourth of July,” Heart-
wood said. “The beach, the fi reworks, the parade — all 
practically at my door.”
 “It’s like a catered holiday,” said Helen Evans of 
Holmes Beach. “One of the best things about living 
here is wanting to stay home for the holidays.”

Anna Maria City
June 26, 10:30 a.m., Fireworks Task Force Commit-
tee meeting.
June 26, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
July 8, 7 p.m., planning and zoning meeting.
July 10, 7 p.m., city commission work session.
July 22, 5 p.m., city budget work session.
July 24, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 
941-708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
June 26, 9 a.m., code enforcement meeting.
July 2, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
July 17, 1 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
July 8, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
July 17, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meeting — 
CANCELED.
July 18, 1:30 p.m., police retirement board meeting.
July 22, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest
July 4, government offi ces, as well as many business 
offi ces, including The Islander, will be closed for the 
holiday.
July 16, 3:30 p.m., Barrier Island Elected Offi cials 
meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 
941-708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.
July 17, 6 p.m., West Manatee Fire Rescue District 
commission meeting.
Station No. 1, 6001 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, 
941-741-3900, www.wmfr.org.

MeetingsMeetings
Privateers to honor students July 4

 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will award 
$27,000 in scholarships to local students on July 4 at a 
party that is expected to begin shortly after the July 4 
parade concludes at approximately 11:30 a.m.
 The program at the party, which follows the Priva-
teers ship from the parade to a public gathering at Cafe 
on the Beach at the Manatee Public Beach, including 
scholars honored prominently in the procession, for the 
awarding of the scholarships.
 Scholarships will be presented to: Austin Easton, 

Kimberly Kuizon, Elise Mundy, Claire Ingram, Ashley 
Bishop, Chris Chawi, Nicholas Gotts, Angela Jackson, 
Dion Shorey, Eric Whitley, Ashley Stinton, Elizabeth 
Aguilar, Josie Cockerham, Charlie Green, Lupita Per-
ales, Ashley Petersen, Kelsey Taylor, April White and 
Sean Price.
 Café on the Beach is located at the Manatee 
Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. For 
more information, visit www.amiprivateers.org or call 
member Rebekka Stasny, 941-744-7390.

Warning: Fireworks illegal July 4
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The Anna Maria Island Fireworks Task Force will 
hold a news conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, June 26, at 
Anna Maria City Hall to discuss preventing the use of 
illegal fi reworks during the July 4 holiday weekend.
 Manatee County Sheriff’s Office spokesperson 
Dave Bristow will lead the news conference, which 
will include representatives of all four barrier island law 
enforcement agen-
cies, in addition to 
West Manatee Fire 
Rescue District 
representatives.
  Anna Maria 
Mayor Fran Bar-
ford ,  who has 
headed up the 
task force since 
its inception, said 
the news confer-
ence will highlight 
public education 
on Manatee Coun-
ty’s new ordinance 
against illegal fi reworks and the enforcement proce-
dures that will be used on the Island over the July 4 

weekend. While the policy that weekend is for confi sca-
tion, offenders can be issued a citation and face a fi ne 
of up to $500, she added.
 The task force plan for the holiday weekend also 
calls for the MCSO’s bomb disposal unit to have a truck 
at Holmes Beach City Hall, where all confi scated fi re-
works will be deposited and later destroyed.
 Extra offi cers will be patrol the length of the Island 
beaches looking for violations.

 Further infor-
mation on illegal 
fireworks can 
be found on the 
Internet at www.
cityofannamaria.
com, where a 
link to “What’s 
Happening” will 
take the viewer 
to fi reworks.
 At that loca-
t ion,  the ci ty 
says, “Play it 
Safe — Leave 
Fireworks to the 

Professionals” and notes that the only permitted fi re-
works display on the Island for that week
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Energy plans worry Anna Maria Islanders
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Calls last week from George Bush and John McCain 
to ease limits on offshore oil drilling fueled local wor-
ries for coastal protection already fanned by a proposed 
offshore natural gas port and pipeline.
 Citizens expressed concern for the area’s natural 
beauty as they walked the beaches last Wednesday.
 Local offi cials expressed concern for a free-for-all 
fi ght over natural resources as they gathered June 18 
on Longboat Key for a monthly meeting of the Coali-
tion of Barrier Island Elected Offi cials and June 19 
for a special meeting of the Manatee County Board of 
Commissioners.
 And U.S. and state lawmakers issued statements of 
concern about the economic and environmental hazards 
of oil and gas exploration off the coast.

Offshore gas port, pipeline
 The most pressing issue for local officials last 
week was a push to alter the course of a natural gas 
port and pipeline proposed by Port Dolphin Energy, 
which apparently achieved some success. Port Dolphin 
spokesman Harold Costello announced June 19 that 
the company was changing its proposed route. (See 
separate story below.)
 Port Dolphin wants to build and operate a port in 
the Gulf of Mexico about 28 miles west of Anna Maria 
Island. There, tankers would arrive with liquid natural 
gas to be vaporized and piped through a line running 
on the bottom of the gulf to Tampa Bay to a landside 
connection four miles east of Port Manatee.
 With the U.S. Coast Guard’s publication of an 
environmental-impact statement earlier this year, local 
offi cials learned that the planned pipeline would make 
off-limits some of the fi nest sand available for beach 
renourishment projects on Anna Maria Island and 
Longboat Key.

 Environmental groups and Island residents also 
raised concerns about the impact of the port and pipe-
line on marine habitat.
 On June 18, members of the Coalition of Barrier 
Island Elected Offi cials met at Longboat Key Town 
Hall to discuss the pipeline project.
 “It’s out our front door,” said Anna Maria Mayor 
Fran Barford.
 The local offi cials were chiefl y concerned with pro-
tecting sand near the pipeline route that is needed for 
renourishment projects. In May, Island offi cials joined 
with Manatee County in challenging the pipeline route 
in a letter to the U.S. Coast Guard.
 The county had suggested several alternatives to 
Port Dolphin, including tapping into an existing pipe-
line, running a pipeline parallel to an existing line or 
altering the course of the proposed route to avoid the 
offshore renourishment sand area.
 On June 19, Island officials assembled at Port 
Manatee for a special meeting of the county commis-
sion that included a presentation from Port Dolphin 
representatives.
 During the meeting, Costello said the pipeline route 
would be altered: “We’ve heard the community loud 
and clear and Port Dolphin will relocate the pipeline 
route away from the sand source area.”
 Vigilance, however, is needed, said Charlie Hun-
sicker, director of the county’s conservation lands man-
agement department.
 “There’s no opportunity to step down even a little 
bit on this issue,” he said.
 While negotiations continue with Port Dolphin, 
Hunsicker warned that more projects will be proposed 
for the area.
 “This is going to come into southwest Florida and 
Tampa,” he said. “There will be more pipeline routes. 
If not this year, then next.”
 “We’ve got to circle the wagons,” Hunsicker 

said.
 “This is a big thing,” said Bradenton Beach Vice 
Mayor John Chappie. “We need to stay on message. 
This is our livelihood.”
 Bradenton Beach City Commissioner Janie Rob-
ertson wondered, “How many potential companies can 
come in here and do this?”
 “Every company is going to want its own rail line 
in,” Hunsicker predicted.

Offshore oil exploration, drilling
 As locals dealt with the natural gas project last 
week, they also learned that Gov. Charlie Crist now 
supports lifting a federal moratorium providing that 
states could decide where to allow offshore drilling.
 Crist’s announcement followed a speech by U.S. 
Sen. John McCain, the presumptive Republican nomi-
nee for president, who announced he supports an end 
to a ban on offshore drilling. McCain delivered his 
remarks before oil executives in Houston.
 McCain, according to a transcript provided by his 
campaign, said, “Oil and gasoline are the most vital 
of all commodities in a modern economy. Their price 
affects the cost of things even more basic and essential. 
America’s dependence on foreign oil is a matter of large 
and far-reaching consequences — none of them good.
 “Whoever controls oil controls much more than 
oil. And in our time, much of the world’s oil supply 
is controlled by states, regimes, and a cartel for which 
America’s well being is not exactly a priority.”
 McCain said his energy plan promoted U.S. domes-
tic fuel production. “We do have resources, and we do 
have a choice. In oil, gas and coal deposits, we have 
enormous energy reserves of our own,” he said. “And 
we are gaining the means to use these resources in 
cleaner, more responsible ways. As for offshore drill-
ing, it’s safe enough these days that not even Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita could cause signifi cant spillage from 
the battered rigs off the coasts of New Orleans and 
Houston. Yet for reasons that become less convincing 
with every rise in the price of foreign oil, the federal 
government discourages offshore production.”
 Democratic candidate Barack Obama, who criti-
cized McCain for fl ip-fl opping, maintained that off-
shore drilling would not lead to reduced fuel prices.
 Former Florida Gov. Bob Graham, as well as North 
Carolina Gov. Mike Easley and John Corzine, also chal-
lenged McCain’s position.
 Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., in a 
conference call with reporters, said McCain lacked 
vision and displayed “a coziness with oil companies 
and the Wall Street investment banks that are fueling 
this run-up on prices.”
 Some McCain supporters also stood opposed to 
offshore drilling on Florida’s Gulf Coast.
 “Gas prices are outrageous. I agree with Sen. 
McCain that we need to increase domestic supplies as 
part of a balanced energy policy,” U.S. Rep. Vern Buch-
anan said in a statement. “However, I remain opposed 
to expanded drilling off Florida’s west coast.”
 McCain’s most prominent support came from the 
White House, where President George W. Bush asked 
Congress to end a ban on offshore oil drilling and 
endorse a plan to work with states to identify locations 
for drilling.
 The president has long advocated drilling in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska and signed 
a 2006 bill to expand oil exploration in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
 The fi rst President Bush signed a 1990 executive 
order banning coastal oil exploration and, as Florida’s 
governor, Jeb Bush opposed offshore drilling.
 With the renewed support for offshore drilling 
coming from the governor’s offi ce, the White House 
and McCain’s campaign, local and national environ-
mental groups organized in opposition.
 “The federal moratorium exists because one state 
could jeopardize beaches in neighboring states with 
risky offshore drilling,” said Carl Pope of the Sierra 
Club, which has been active locally on offshore drilling 
and red tide issues. “An oil spill off the coast of Vir-
ginia would impact beaches, marine life and tourism in 
New Jersey. More importantly, lifting the ban would do 
nothing to reduce gas prices for the average American 
family. It would take a decade to bring new leases into 
production and then they would only line the coffers 
of the oil industry, which raked in tens of billions of 
dollars in record profi ts last year.”

Port Dolphin to reroute pipeline
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Port Dolphin Energy offi cials pledged to alter their 
plan for a natural gas pipeline to avoid a rich deposit of 
sand used for local beach renourishment projects.
 Manatee County Commissioner Joe McClash said 
the community can breathe a “sigh of relief.”
 Company offi cials made the announcement June 19 
during a special meeting of the Manatee County Board 
of Commissioners at Port Manatee.
 “We’ve heard the community loud and clear and Port 
Dolphin will relocate the pipeline route away from the sand 
source,” company spokesman Harold Costello said.
 Costello apologized for any failure to adequately 
communicate Port Dolphin’s plans to Manatee County 
offi cials and others.
 “We know we can do a better job of communi-
cating. We will do a better job of communicating,” 
Costello said. His comments reminded several Island 
elected offi cials of comments last fall after the Florida 
Department of Transportation failed to adequately 
inform local offi cials of plans to close the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge for a lengthy renovation.
 Port Dolphin has proposed a $1 billion project that 
involves constructing a natural gas port in the Gulf of 
Mexico about 28 miles from Anna Maria Island. A pipe-
line from the port was proposed to run from the Gulf 
through Tampa Bay to Port Manatee, and then about 
four miles inland.
 When Manatee County offi cials learned of the pipe-
line route earlier this year, they realized the project 
would jeopardize beach renourishment on Anna Maria 
Island and Longboat Key. The pipeline would run so 
close to an area where underwater sand is collected for 

beach renourishment that the area would have been 
off-limits for future beach projects.
 The issue, said local offi cials, threatened the local 
tourist economy, as county officials estimated that 
the cost for renourishment would rise by millions of 
dollars. The deposit off the north end of Anna Maria 
Island contains the perfect sugar-white sand to shore 
up the Island’s coast. To fi nd that sand elsewhere would 
cost more than $50 million over 40 years, according to 
county estimates.
 Fifteen members of Congress, including U.S. Reps. 
Kathy Castor and Vern Buchanan, joined local offi cials 
in protest.
 “They were all over the place apologizing,” Bra-
denton Beach Vice Mayor John Chappie said of Port 
Dolphin’s change of direction.
 Port Dolphin said it regretted not better informing 
the county. Discussions between the Norwegian com-
pany and the county took place during the past year, 
but were focused on the pipeline’s impact on land, not 
underwater.
 A new route would take the pipeline north of the 
sand deposit and generally run parallel to an existing 
Gulfstream National Gas pipeline, Costello said.
 While Port Dolphin changed the pipeline route, 
questions remain about other concerns with the proj-
ect, specifi cally concerns from environmental groups 
and state and federal agencies regarding the project’s 
impact on marine wildlife and habitat.
 Manatee County Commission Chair Jane von 
Hahmann said she appreciated Port Dolphin’s planned 
amendment and fi nancial investment, but said addi-
tional discussions to address environmental issues will 
be needed.

WMFR battalion chief competes in ‘Games’
 West Manatee Fire Rescue District Battalion 
Chief Rick Losek took home two silver medals from 
the Florida Police and Fire Games held in mid-June 
in Sarasota.
 Losek earned the medal for his age bracket in 
the 10-kilometer run, which he fi nished in 43 min-
utes, 32 seconds. He also earned a medal for cross-
country.

 Losek competed in several other track and fi eld 
events and a ping-pong contest in the Games, which 
were hosted by the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Offi ce.
 A number of events, from swimming to biking, 
running to shooting, took place, many of them at 
the Robarts Arena. Some 5,000 representatives of 
200 law enforcement, fi re and rescue departments 
participated.
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County budget cuts could affect renourishment funds
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The old Henny Youngman joke was “Take my wife, 
please.”
 The line from Manatee County Administrator Ed 
Hunzeker to the county tourism development council 
June 16 might have been “Take the convention center, 
whether you want it or not.”
 Hunzeker informed the TDC at the meeting that the 
county is trimming its budget and would no longer be a 
funding source for the money-losing convention center 
or the Crosley Mansion. For 2007-08, the 
county provided $385,000 from general 
revenue for operation of the center to keep 
it from going in the red.
 For 2008-09, that line item will be 
zero, Hunzeker said.
 That means the TDC has to assume all 
the fi nancial responsibility. The TDC must 
now either fi nd ways to make the center 
profitable by developing new revenue 
sources, or it might have to look at taking 
money from other projects and activities, 
said TDC chairman Joe McClash. 
  A third alternative not mentioned by McClash 
would be to close the center or sell/lease it to a private 
company.
  Among those choices McClash mentioned that the 
TDC should examine as funding sources for the civic 
center was beach renourishment.
  McClash suggested a TDC workshop to discuss 
where bed tax dollars should be spent and what programs 
should, or could, be eliminated or reduced, including 
advertising, beach renourishment and the civic center 
itself, among others. He emphasized that he was only 
making suggestions, not making any recommendation 
on what should be cut from the TDC budget.
  But with no more county money, supporting the 
civic center with  $385,000 of TDC funding annually 
will cause a “big change in our budget,” predicted TDC 
board member David Teitelbaum.
 Within the next two years the TDC needs new rev-
enue sources, added McClash. The current reserve fund 
is enough to keep the civic center operating for at least 
another year, but that money will quickly evaporate with 
major budget changes or lacking a new revenue source.
 Agreed, said Bradenton Area Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau executive director Larry White.
 The TDC, along with every budget in the county, 
is facing a “terrible squeeze,” White observed.
 “The times they are a changin’,” he added, echoing Bob 
Dylan’s protest song of the 1960s. The civic center and Cros-
ley Mansion are money losers. It’s time the TDC changes 
the way it operates and the way it budgets money.
 Absolutely, said TDC member Ed Chiles.

 “It’s time for a ‘reality’ budget, but this is only 
going to get worse. We are going to have to cut. Maybe 
that’s the reality,” he said.
 Four years ago, the TDC upped the bed tax by 1 
percent to its current 4 percent level. That extra money 
has funded the CVB’s marketing program, but now, 
with the loss of county funding, those dollars may have 
to be allocated elsewhere, McClash suggested. In addi-
tion, the resolution for the 1 percent increase to the bed 
tax expires in 2009.
 With the civic center and Crosley Mansion as white 

elephants on the TDC’s collective back, the question for 
future TDC budget planning is what programs can be 
funded and which ones have to be slashed or eliminated.
 And beach renourishment will come under the TDC 
microscope. 
 While the bed tax collected by the CVB has been 
used in part for beach renourishment in the past, the 
$7.5 million in the renourishment fund could be tempt-
ing to the TDC to keep the civic center operating.
 Although the next beach renourishment project 
isn’t slated to begin until 2011-12, preliminary plan-
ning and feasibility studies have already begun.
 Unfortunately for Anna Maria, some county com-
missioners are considering eliminating renourishment 
of Anna Maria’s beaches from the county budget. A 
slimmed-down budget could be all the impetus the 
county commission needs to drop the city project.
 Because Anna Maria opted out of the 2002 renour-
ishment project, it was not automatically eligible for 
state funding in the next renourishment cycle. In addi-
tion, the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion indicated earlier this year the city was short on the 
required number of parking spaces to be eligible for full 
state funding.
 If the city is short of the required parking spaces, 
the state would withhold about $375,000 in funding 
for the next renourishment project. However, Anna 
Maria Mayor Fran Barford and public works director 
George McKay say that, following a DEP re-inspection 
of available public parking, the city meets the state 
requirements and there will be no loss of funds due to 

a lack of public parking in Anna Maria.
 Old perceptions about Anna Maria, however, 
still exist, and at least one county commissioner, Ron 
Getman, has previously indicated he could not vote to 
fund Anna Maria’s shortfall with county funds because 
the city has been “uncooperative” with previous renour-
ishment efforts. And Getman said that before Hunzeker 
dumped the civic center in the TDC’s lap.
 But dropping any or all of Anna Maria’s beaches 
from the renourishment project is in the distant 
future.

 “It’s a long way off,” said McClash, 
“but we are going to have to look at every-
thing in every budget.” 
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford 
agreed that renourishment is still very much 
in the future, but the city is already behind 
the effort. 
  There’s a new day in the city and a 
spirit of cooperation with county planners 
for many projects, including renourishment, 
she said. 
  Furthermore, Anna Maria has solved 
the parking issue to the satisfaction of the 

DEP. There won’t be any DEP funding shortfall because 
of Anna Maria’s parking, she predicted, and the city’s 
beaches need to be included in renourishment.
 Barford reminded the TDC and county commis-
sioners that Anna Maria Island is the main focus of 
all tourist marketing and advertising for the Bradenton 
Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, with the beaches 
and scenes of Island beaches, particularly Bean Point, 
always highlighted and featured in advertising and mar-
keting campaigns.
 The argument that Anna Maria should be left out of 
any future beach renourishment because it is primarily 
a residential community with only a few rental accom-
modations and fails to generate as much bed tax dollars 
as Holmes Beach or Bradenton Beach doesn’t stand up 
to scrutiny, Barford noted.
 While the city might not have as many accommo-
dation units as its Island counterparts, people have to 
consider that visitors to Holmes Beach or Bradenton 
Beach and those coming from the mainland invariably 
take the Island trolley or drive to Anna Maria. 
  The city’s appeal, Barford noted, is in its “Old 
Florida” ambiance and architecture. 
  That includes a visit to the city pier, Bean Point, 
the Sandbar and nearby locations for activities such 
as dining, fi shing, swimming, browsing and buying at 
retail shops, just walking down Pine Avenue or comb-
ing the beach from the Gulf of Mexico to Bean Point.
 As a prime attraction for Manatee County, “We are 
actively committed to beach renourishment,” pledged 
Barford.
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SOS: Oil, gas, oh my
 Do we want to trade pristine beaches and the main 
attraction for almost everyone who comes to Manatee 
County and Anna Maria Island for the economic benefi t 
of gas and oil companies and the remote possibility that 
prices at the pump will be reduced in 10-20 years?
 Years past, tourism surveys gave some insight as to 
why folks come to Florida. You likely think the No. 1 
reason was Disney, but back then it was overwhelmingly 
“to visit friends and family.” Disney came in second with 
3 million visitor preferences. Sunshine, the beach and 
other natural attractions and Shamu were down the list.
 Those surveys were conducted by personal interviews 
with visitors entering the state at highway, train, bus and 
airport entry sites. 
 Certainly most of you reading this have friends and 
family who followed you here. 
 A state division of tourism gave way to the structure 
that followed the initiation of the “bed tax,” also called a 
resort tax, the cents on the dollar paid for accommodations 
that funds the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, with oversight from the Manatee County Tourist 
Development Commission.
 The bed tax funds the Pittsburgh Pirates’ and their 
playground, McKechnie Field, some of the Island’s beach 
renourishment, and as of this week’s county commission 
discussion, it will soon take on the county convention 
center and more — spreading thinner the CVB dollars.
 Just as we were hoping the CVB would take up some 
slack for the under-funded, highly touted trolley, which 
helps reduce cars and congestion on the Island. Sure, it’s 
transportation for some — it replaced bus service here. 
 It’s time to realize that “our little secret” brings visi-
tors from around Florida, points north and all over the 
world to Anna Maria Island. The edifi ce of family and 
friends grows with the lure of pristine beaches, fun in 
the sun, sunsets on the Gulf and all that comes with our 
environment and ambience.
 We need to really think about how we can pool our 
resources — dollars and voices — to fi ght drilling for oil 
off our coast and the proliferation of near shore under-
water pipelines that will limit fi shing areas and line the 
coffers of private business. How will we arrest the threat 
to our sensitive eco-system?
 Do we jeopardize the very things we treasure in, dare 
we say, paradise for cheaper gas?
 Or do we fi ght to preserve the beauty of Anna Maria 
Island for the friends and family to come? 
 And how doe we fi ght the governor and the feds?
 Individuals can start with changing to vehicles that 
reduce gas consumption, use alternative fuel or energy …. 
and, again, writing to our elected offi cials. 
 And we need every local elected offi cial to put some-
thing into the fi ght to the top.
 SOS: Save Our Shore. 
 Elected offi cials’ addresses provided and comments 
welcome: www.islander.org.

Not so improved
 The Palma Sola Scenic Highway Committee should be 
ashamed of the “improvements” made to the causeway.
 Once a natural, family-friendly area where people 
could back up their vehicles under a shade tree, swim 
and have a tail-gate picnic, we now have an over-
designed, over-landscaped and highly regimented road-
side park where the only thing missing is signs that say, 
“Keep out.” Those hideous bollards lining the sidewalk 
and beach seem to be fulfi lling that role. 
 The amount of money spent on the ludicrous 
number of trees that were planted was thoughtless and 
wasteful. A planting of that magnitude, introduced 
into a hostile beachfront/roadside environment during 
a drought is simply not sustainable.
 The species may be native, but ensuring that newly 
planted trees survive requires more than digging a hole 
in the sand, thrusting a trunk into it and propping it up 
with two by fours. Crucial moisture so far has been sup-
plied by a water truck, slowly driven past the plantings. 
A worker brandishing a hose aims a gallon or two of 
water at each tree once or twice a week. Thank God, 
Mother Nature chipped in with a couple of showers, or 
the casualty rate would be even higher than it is.
 On my daily walks, I have observed a signifi cant 
number of trees that have already perished. Many more 

High? Low? Wait…
 I was advised that the Florida Department of Transpor-
tation’s District One is conducting the study to determine 
answers to several questions regarding a new bridge.
 Among them are the issues of bridge heights and 
the corresponding winds that would cause closure of 
each type of bridge.
 I submit that until the study results are published, 
it is premature to cast your vote on a high, middle or 
low bridge. It is just possible that a mega- bridge would 
close sooner than a low bridge.
 We need to be smart in the selection of our evacu-
ation bridge.
 Bill Hahn, Holmes Beach

display unmistakable signs of failure to thrive. Obviously, 
quantity was favored over quality of care. A pity.
 When I heard the causeway was declared a scenic route, 
I was pleased, thinking its beauty would be preserved.
 However, most of the old Florida characteristics that 
originally classifi ed Palma Sola Causeway as “scenic” 
have either been changed or removed. Go fi gure.
 Ellie Barber, Bradenton

Native nurturing
 The Anna Maria Island Historical Society and the 
Anna Maria Environmental, Enhancement, and Edu-
cation Committee have been the proud recipients of 
grants from the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program for three 
consecutive years. Tim Eiseler, EEEC chairman, wrote 
the successful grants.
 Over the years, Island volunteers such as Mike 
Miller and Doug Copeland planted native varieties with 
the goal that the city be an environmental leader in pre-
serving and restoring our native barrier island habitat. 
Most recently EEEC, AMIHS and city public works, 
under George McKay, have built upon this foundation. 
A “maritime forest” was planted around Anna Maria 
City Hall, the historic playhouse and horseshoe courts 
with the fi rst of these grants in the spring of 2006.
 The EEEC later set their sites on the Anna Maria 
Historic Park and began planting native varieties around 
Belle Haven Cottage, the museum and the old city jail. 
“The mangrove walk” is resplendent with color, aroma and 
beauty indigenous to our lovely island. This year’s grant 
will enable the committee to purchase the signs needed to 
identify each species and to print the necessary information 
to complete the “education” part of the EEEC’s mandate.
 We invite all to visit the sites before planting new 
landscaping. They are located at the corner of Gulf and 
Pine and at 402 Pine Ave. Native varieties need no fer-
tilizer, no pest control and little water. The leaves that 
fall add to the beauty of these natural habitats. They 
attract butterfl ies, birds and people who want to make 
a safer environment for all the species that visit.  
 Sissy Quinn, executive administrator, Anna Maria 
Island Historical Society
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Fire commission pushes sprinklers

Class 
advance
West Manatee 
Fire Rescue’s 
Ben Dillon, 
center, receives 
his promotion to 
fi refi ghter sec-
ond-class from 
Deputy Chief 
Brett Pollock, 
right, and Bat-
talion Chief Rich 
Losek during a 
fi re commission 
meeting June 19. 
Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The West Manatee Fire Rescue District Commis-
sion wants to offer property owners a fi nancial incen-
tive this year to install sprinklers in their homes.
 Commissioner Larry Tyler reintroduced the sprin-
kler topic during a meeting of the district commis-
sioners June 19 at Station No. 1, 6001 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 Tyler and Fire Marshal Kurt Lathrop serve on a 
committee seeking to implement a countywide ordi-
nance requiring sprinklers in new homes.
 The process, said Tyler, is moving forward, but 
slowly.
 He wants to jumpstart a program in WMFR’s dis-
trict, which includes the Island, with volunteer incen-
tives. The other commissioners also have seemed eager 
to push sprinklers in homes. The law already requires 
sprinklers in commercial structures, public buildings 
and dwellings for three or more families.
 The incentives would involve offering a discount 
on the WMFR assessment fee. Each year, assessment 
fees for fi re service are collected based on a structure’s 
size and type.

 Tyler said an incentive program could be adopted 
before the fees are collected for fi scal year 2008-09.
 “My intent is to get this back on course,” Tyler said. 
“There is still time.… I was hoping we could establish 
an incentive so we can get this on the books and get it 
going.”
 The reduction, said Tyler, might be a 25 percent or 
20 percent discount on assessment fees.
 Last fall, after a fi re swept through a two-story 
North Carolina beach house and killed seven students, 
fi re departments across the country urged sprinkler sys-
tems in homes. The cost for a sprinkler system in the 
beach house would have been about $3,500 according 
to Lathrop.
 At the national level, the primary opponents of resi-
dential sprinkler requirements are builder associations, 
which have maintained that new mandates would add 
$1-$6 per square foot to the cost of a new home.
 However, Tyler said opposition seems to be weak-
ening and that later this year a gathering of trade profes-
sionals might result in a universal code for residential 
sprinklers.
 The next commission meeting will be at 6 p.m. July 
17 at Station No. 1.

 • Bradenton Beach city commissioners agreed in 
principle to buy the Bradenton Beach Marina, then lease 
it to a contracted operator. City attorney Alan Prather, 
however, said that the only way the city can qualify 
for a low-cost loan for the $6.2 million price tag was 
if it agreed to operate the marina as a city service, not 
a leased operation.
 • Following a procedural request by city attorney 
Patricia Petruff, Holmes Beach city commissioners 
voted — again — in favor of a settlement with GTE 
Mobilnet and Smith Realtors over construction of a cell 
tower at its commercial location, 5904 Marina Drive. 
Former Mayor Bob VanWagoner, whose opposition 
to the project led to the GTE lawsuit against the city, 
objected to the second vote, claiming GTE was trying 
to fi nd a way to “punish me.”

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
June 15 75 91 0June 15 75 91 0
June 16 75 88 0June 16 75 88 0
June 17 78 91 0June 17 78 91 0
June 18 77 92 0June 18 77 92 0
June 19 74 92 0June 19 74 92 0
June 20  77 91 0June 20  77 91 0
June 21 78 85 .50June 21 78 85 .50
Average Gulf water temperature 86°Average Gulf water temperature 86°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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‘Top Notch’ photo contest in third week
 If you’ve got a great snapshot, we’ve got a contest 
you could win.
 The Islander Top Notch photo contest began publish-
ing weekly winning photos on June 18. Six weekly win-
ning pictures will be featured on the cover of The Islander 
and one photo will be a grand prize winner with $100 cash 
prize from The Islander and other prizes and gift certifi -
cates from local merchants. Weekly winners will receive 
a “More Than a Mullet Wrapper” Islander T-shirt.
 The weekly deadline is noon Friday throughout the 
contest with the next deadline June 27.
 Top Notch judging begins with a selection of pic-
tures that may include abstract photos, still life pictures, 
landscapes and scenics, candid unposed snapshots, 
action, holidays, humor and animal pictures. Nothing 
is overlooked, including great kid pics, sentimental 
moments and moments of personal triumph.
 Digital contest entries should be submitted in the 
original JPG format via e-mail to topnotch@islander.
org or on a disc. 

 Only photo cropping is allowed. No retouching, 
enhancements or computer manipulation is allowed on 
digital or print photos.
 And while digital entries are encouraged, you 
may send or deliver your favorite prints weekly to Top 
Notch Contest Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach FL 34217. 
 Complete rules and entry forms for the contest are 
published below. Please attach a photo contest label to 
each photo or CD you submit. 
 E-mail entrants are required to submit the label 
information in the text of the e-mail, one photo attach-
ment per e-mail. There is no limit to the number of 
weekly entries. Entries need not be repeated weekly, 
as any photos preferred by the judges but not selected 
are moved forward each week of the contest.
 Photos without entry forms will be disqualifi ed. 
Additional photo labels are available at the newspaper 
offi ce or they may be copied. E-mail entries may sub-
stitute signature with printed name.

pictures or multiple print images will be accepted. Digital photos 
must be submitted in their original JPG fi le format (via e-mail or 
CD). Prints from digital or fi lm are accepted. Slide (transparency) 
photos are not accepted.
 4) Entrant’s name, address and phone number must be writ-
ten clearly on the contest label and affi xed to the back of each print 
submitted, or listed in the e-mail message along with the digital 
photo attachment. One e-mail per photo submission. E-mail digital 
entries to topnotch@islander.org. Mail print entries to ��������	
���
Top Notch Photo Contest, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 
34217. 
 5) Entrants by their entry agree that ��������	
�� may publish 
their pictures for local promotion. Entrants must be able to furnish the 

original negative or original digital image if requested by the contest 
editor. All photos submitted become the property of ��������	
����
Photos will not be returned. ��������	
���and contest sponsors 
assume no responsibility for submitted negatives, CDs or photo 
prints. 
 Entrant must know and submit the name and address 
of any recognizable persons appearing in the picture. Names 
must be enclosed/attached with the entry.
 6) Employees of ��������	
���and their immediate family 
members are not eligible to enter the contest. 
 7) Any taxes on prizes are the sole responsibility of the 
winners. Any cash prize won by a minor will be awarded to a 
parent or guardian. Prize rights are not transferable. 

Islander photo contest rules
 1) ��������	
���Newspaper’s Top Notch Photo 
Contest is strictly for amateur photographers. Amateur pho-
tographers are those who derive less than 5 percent of their 
income from photography. 
 2) Black-and-white and color photographs taken after 
Jan. 1, 2007, are eligible. Photos previously published (in any 
format/media) or entered in any ����	
�� or other competition 
are not eligible. 
 3) Photographs may be taken with any make of camera. 
No retouching or other alteration (except cropping) is permit-
ted of negatives, prints or electronic photo fi les; no composite 

Kim Klement of Bradenton won the weekly contest in 
2007 with this shot of a Gator football game.

Top notch past winnerTop notch past winner

Christopher Whaley 
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
941-747-6666 Ext. 125
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

The Islander
Ooh La La!
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FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* – CALL 778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.

By June Alder
Reprinted from The Islander, circa 1993

20 YEARS AGO
 The seawall being constructed to protect the multi-
story Martinique condominium complex on the Gulf-
front just west of the heart of Holmes Beach is nearly 
fi nished, the contractor promises. The twin towers are 
the fi rst high-rises on the Island.
 — The Islander
 • And let’s hope they are the last.

40 YEARS AGO
 The new cocktail lounge annex to the Anchorage 
restaurant at the foot of the pier in Anna Maria City 
will be opened to the public Friday.  With the numerous 
requests for the privilege of the “fi rst drink,” the policy 
of Dewey Adams and Lola Mae Hackney will be “fi rst 
come-fi rst served.”
 —The Islander

 • The Anchorage was built in the late 1930s or 
early ’40s by Mrs. Hackney and her husband Jim on 
the site of the circa 1910 land sales offi ce for the Anna 
Maria Beach Company. It dispensed sandwiches and 
beer and good cheer to countless servicemen (including 
bored soldiers manning the radar station on the Island) 
during World War II, and in the post-war years was a 
favorite snack place for residents to come to relax and 
watch visitors from up north parading on the pier. But 
as the years rolled by the bar attracted a rough crowd. 
In May 1975 a small army of lawmen swooped down on 
the place and arrested a dozen patrons (some of them 
well-connected). But nobody was convicted of anything, 
and unsavory facts disclosed about the conduct of the 
local gendarmes infuriated citizens. The result was 
that Chief Conrad Justice was fi red and Mayor Steve 
Kimball resigned. Two years later the sagging Anchor-
age building was pulled down and after a while Fast 
Eddie’s Place went up. Now the once highly popular 
Fast Eddie’s is gone and the Anchorage is back. And 
the beat goes on.

80 YEARS AGO
 The Anna Maria Beach Company is out with an 
attractive folder detailing the features of their resort, 

now in its third year. In addition, Tampa Postmaster 
George W. Bean, president, states that his development 
company has printed thousands of attractive postcards 
of beautiful scenes which will be sent to any address for 
the asking. He is looking forward to the time when the 
excursion season will begin before the fi shing season is 
at its height and the people in general begin their spring 
and summer vacation at the beaches.
 —The Tampa Morning Tribune
 • George Wilhelm “Will” Bean was the son of 
George Emerson Bean, Anna Maria Island’s fi rst home-
steader. At the age of 44 the elder Bean came to Tampa 
from Connecticut in 1883 with his wife Abbie and seven 
children. He had a dream — to some day live on the 
island he had fallen in love with on a 1865 voyage with 
three of his fellow Civil War veterans. Ten years later, 
after his mother’s death in Tampa’s terrible yellow fever 
epidemic of 1887, Will helped his aging father build the 
clapboard New England-style house on the windswept 
north point of Anna Maria where he would live until 
his death in 1898.

An annotated collection of bits and pieces from Anna 
Maria’s past, originally written by June Alder for The 
Islander, began with this column in 1993.

Those Those 
were the were the 

daysdays

And the Anchorage in 1977, now the location of 
Bayview Plaza.

The 
Anchor-
age during 
its heyday, 
circa 1950.
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Spice Rack

7445 Manatee Ave. W. (Albertsons Plaza)
941-792-6200 • www.spicerackstores.com

Indian • British • Thai
Asian  • Mediterranean

Foods, Spices and
Ready-To-Eat Foods

ABC Rentals • 929-1850 
12408 Cortez Rd. W

or visit us at:  www.abcbabyrental.com

Baby and Beach Rentals

ABC Rentals

Save 10%
on any purchase

exp. 7/7/08

Rent 2 Items
get 3rd 1/2 price

exp. 7/7/08

hair skin massage nails makeup

5311 gulf drive holmes beach in the Tidemark shops
941.778.5400 acquaaveda.com

Now Open 7 Days!

Cool! Fresh!Cool! Fresh!

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us atFind us at

Club Bamboo Club Bamboo 

Tide and Moon  Jewelry

Come see our new 
Summer Stock

Kick-Off to Summer Sale! 
20% off 

any one item in shop! 

2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050 • 941.778.4050

When’s the last time 
you tasted coffee 

in an old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

Political contests take shape

Still open
 For many offi ces in the 2008 election, the 
fi ling period closed at noon June 20.
 However, in accordance with the city char-
ter, candidate fi ling remains open for Bradenton 
Beach until noon July 3.
 Also, fi ling for candidates in Holmes Beach 
will take place from noon July 7 to noon July 
11.
 And, in the event an Islander has high politi-
cal ambitions, fi ling for write-in candidates for 
president and vice president is from 8 a.m. July 
1 to noon July 8.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria Island voters will face at least two 
local contests in the Aug. 26 primary — battles for 
the District 3 and District 7 county commission 
seats.
 In District 3,  Jane von Hahmann of Cortez is 
the incumbent in the race, seeking to serve a third 
term. John Chappie, who has served as Bradenton 
Beach mayor and currently is vice mayor, is the 
challenger.
 Both candidates qualifi ed well before the dead-
line at noon June 20 for fi ling for county offi ces.
 With both von Hahmann and Chappie running 
as Republicans, the race will be decided in an open 
Aug. 26 primary, not in the general election Nov. 
4.
 Other county commission seats also will be con-
tested in August, with three Republicans running in 
District 1, four Republicans in District 5 and two 
Republicans in the at-large District 7. Island voters 
will cast ballots in that race — which pits incumbent 
Joe McClash against Greg Witham.

Island city races
 Three two-year terms are up in Holmes Beach — 
mayor and two city commissioners. As of Islander
press time, Mayor Rich Bohnenberger and Com-
missioners Sandy Haas-Martens and John Monetti 
were the only people to pick up candidate packets 
to prepare to run Nov. 4. Candidate fi ling in Holmes 
Beach does not begin until noon July 7 and ends at 
noon July 11.
 In Bradenton Beach, candidate fi ling began June 
16, but continues until noon July 3 in accordance 
with the city’s charter.
 As of Islander press time, two people, Bill 
Shearon and Robert Bartelt, had qualifi ed to run 
for the Ward 4 commission seat and one person, 
incumbent Bob Connors, for his Ward 2 seat.
 In Anna Maria, where the fi ling period closed 
June 20, incumbent Fran Barford qualified for 
mayor and four people qualifi ed to run for two city 
commission seats — incumbent Jo Ann Mattick, 
former Commissioners Robert Barlow and Chuck 
Webb and Mark Alsonso.

West Manatee Fire Rescue District
 Two seats on the West Manatee Fire Rescue Dis-
trict’s board of commissioners are up for election. In 

District 1, Jesse Linn Davis is seeking re-election 
in a race against Albert F. Robinson. In District 5, 
Randal Cooper and Steve Pontious have qualifi ed 
to run for the seat now held by Jack Emery.

Federal races
 Island voters will not see a contest in a federal 
race until Nov. 4, when they elect a U.S. representa-
tive to a two-year term. Republican Vern Buchanan 
is seeking re-election and his opponent from 2006, 
Democrat Christine Jennings, has qualifi ed to run 
again. Neither has a primary opponent.
 The presidential election also will take place 
Nov. 4.

Uncontested offi ces
 With the close of qualifying period for many 
offi ces, a number of candidates found they do not 
face opponents:
 • Incumbent R.B. Shore for county clerk of the 
circuit court.
 • Incumbent Bob Gause for Manatee County 
School Board District 4, which includes Anna Maria 
Island.
 • Incumbent Charles Hackney for property 
appraiser.
 • Incumbent Brad Steube for sheriff.
 • Incumbent Bob Sweat for supervisor of elec-
tions.
 • Incumbent Ken Burton Jr. for tax collector.
 • 12th Judicial Circuit State Attorney Earl 
Moreland.
 • State Sen. Mike Bennett.
 • State Rep. Bill Galvano.

Bond reduction denied in 
Cramer home invasion

 A bond reduction request by lawyers for the two 
suspects in the April 17 home invasion in Anna Maria 
involving former City Commissioner Linda Cramer 
was denied at a bail reduction hearing June 11.
  Suspects Christopher Drescher and Michael Gam-
buzza had asked the court to lower their current bond 
of $175,000 each to a lesser amount. 
 The two men were formally charged on June 6 by 
prosecutors with one count each of home invasion and 
robbery, a fi rst-degree felony, and one count each of 
false imprisonment, a third-degree felony. Drescher 
and Gambuzza have entered not guilty pleas to the 
charges.
 The case returns to court on July 9 for a manage-
ment hearing, but no trial date has yet been set.

SAM takes position on issues, 
high-rise bridge opposed

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Members of the Save Anna Maria organization at 
its June 7 meeting agreed they have serious reservations 
about construction of a high-rise bridge to replace the 
current Anna Maria Island Bridge.
 The Florida Department of Transportation’s recent 
survey found 82 percent of respondents favor a replace-
ment bridge, but SAM is concerned that the DOT has not 
considered the effects of wind on a high-rise bridge.
 Although the DOT is still a long way from pre-
senting any replacement options to the public, SAM 
president Billie Martini asked members to take wind 
readings from high locations on the Island, such as the 
top of the Martinique condominium building, to prove 
to the DOT that winds on the Island are stronger the 
higher one goes.
 SAM is opposed to a high-rise replacement bridge 
and the organization has begun a public relations cam-
paign against such a structure with a series of newspa-
per advertisements.
 SAM also agreed to support the Stop Taking Our 
Pines organization and will lobby for planting more of 
the non-native Australian pine trees on the Island.
 Members at the meeting also opposed any beach 
renourishment as it might change the natural tidal fl ow 
around the Island. The organization will have a guest 
speaker at a future meeting who is an expert on tidal 
fl ow. 
  In addition, SAM will oppose the construction of 

a natural gas pipeline proposed for Tampa Bay that 
would come close to the area off Bean Point at the north 
end of the Island. The pipeline also has the potential to 
interfere with tidal fl ow, members said.
 SAM members also agreed that Martini should 
write a letter to the DOT requesting that, during the cur-
rent of the Anna Maria Island Bridge, the DOT install 
as many lights as possible. Martini said that previously, 
the DOT has indicated the bridge could not support the 
weight of any lights.
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$18
$76

Prices subject to change

$20
$108

NOW OPEN!
at our new address
5508 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach
941-778-3636

Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Native Native 
plants!plants!

• Full-Service Garden Center 
• Yard Maintenance • Pool Maintenance 
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Mulch, Shell, Rock Delivered and Spread

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

Located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA • 9809 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria 
(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!

The wedding was beautiful...
the fl owers were

asss bbeeaaauuuttiiifffffffffuuulll.......
eeeeWOW!
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Church social
The women of St. Bernard Catholic Church host the women of the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation at a 
get-together lunch May 8. The luncheon is an annual tradition of turns playing host. For more information, call 
941-778-4769. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose 

Holmes Beach City Commission 
to review fertilizer ordinance

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach commissioners this week were 
scheduled to review a proposed ordinance restricting 
fertilizer user.
 The commission was scheduled to convene at 7 
p.m. June 24 at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive, for a 
regular meeting, followed by a work session.
 The fertilizer discussion was scheduled for the 
work session.
 Longboat Key’s town board recently adopted an 
ordinance restricting fertilizer use. The measure pro-
hibits the use of fertilizers containing nitrogen and 
phosphorus from June 1 through Sept. 30, a tradition-
ally rainy period on the south Florida Gulf Coast. The 
measure also establishes fertilizer-free zones near any 
shore waters and details training requirements for com-
mercial landscapers and gardeners.
 The Longboat ordinance will take effect Oct. 1 and 
has caught the attention of offi cials in other coastal 
communities, including Holmes Beach, Bradenton 
Beach and Anna Maria.
 Holmes Beach City Commissioner David Zacca-

gnino has encouraged the board to adopt an ordinance 
modeled after Longboat Key’s measure.
 Other commissioners have indicated their interest 
in protecting the environment but said enforcement 
issues need to be considered. Holmes Beach is unlike 
Longboat Key, where a super-majority of properties 
are maintained by lawn-care companies, said Commis-
sioner Chair Sandy Haas-Martens.
 Other agenda topics for the meeting after The 
Islander’s press deadline included:
 • Outdoor dining opportunities. The commission 
has been reviewing ways to expand the opportunities 
for restaurants to offer outdoor seating.
 • A lien on property in the 6800 block of Marina Drive. 
The commission has been asked to lift the lien on the prop-
erty, the subject of a costly code-enforcement case.
 • A commercial gas pipeline. The commission sev-
eral weeks ago learned of plans to build a natural gas 
supply pipeline from 75th Street in Bradenton along 
Manatee Avenue to service Holmes Beach and Braden-
ton Beach.
 The commission’s next meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
July 8 at city hall.

Palma Sola group nominates new chairs
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The advisory group charting change on the Palma 
Sola Causeway is due to get new chairs when the 
committee reconvenes in September after a summer 
break.
 The new chairs, however, are not likely to be new-
comers to the Palma Sola Scenic Highway Corridor 
Management Entity.
 Seth Kohn of the city of Bradenton’s public works 
department and currently the CME’s vice chair was 
nominated as chair. Manatee County Commission Chair 
Jane von Hahmann was nominated to serve as vice 
chair. She has been with the group since its inception 
and has previously served as co-chair.
 Ingrid McClellan, the executive director of Keep 
Manatee Beautiful, served as the chair of the Palma 
Sola CME this past year. She plans to leave the post 
effective Oct. 1 and focus on improvements to the 
Tamiami Trail Scenic Highway.
 Over the last year, major changes were made along 
the Palma Sola scenic highway, the stretch of Mana-
tee Avenue from 75th Street in Bradenton through 
unincorporated Manatee County to East Bay Drive in 
Holmes Beach. A crew removed non-native invasive 
trees, including all Brazilian peppers and some Austra-
lian pines. Landscapers planted hundreds of trees and 
shrubs. A contractor installed a new boat ramp on the 
southwest side of the causeway. And to keep vehicles 
from reaching the water at certain locations, a crew 
planted dozens of bollards, to the consternation of some 
and the elation of others.
 “It was quite a year,” McClellan said.

 The announcement of the nominations of von Hah-
mann and Kohn came during a meeting of the Palma 
Sola CME June 11 at the Manatee County government 
center in Bradenton.
 The announcement led to a discussion on whether 
one of the three local governments with jurisdiction 
over the causeway should be designated as an oversight 
body.
 The CME has no budget and no authority to spend 
money — the projects this past year, all of them funded 
with grant money, were offi cially handled either by 
Manatee County or the city of Bradenton.
 Going forward, and possibly without the infl ux of 
grant money, there will be a need to maintain the cause-
way improvements, observed member Rick Fawley. 
 “I think we need to contact original founders to 
determine who has jurisdiction because there may be 
some costs coming up,” Fawley said.
 The committee also discussed the need to update 
the Palma Sola corridor management plan. Such an 
update is required by the state every fi ve years and 
Palma Sola’s update is due next spring.
 CME member Mark Alderson of the Sarasota Bay 
Estuary Program suggested inquiring about a New Col-
lege student tackling the update as a thesis project.
 “I wish I’d thought of that,” said Bob Herrington, 
of the Metropolitan Planning Organization. He is work-
ing with six scenic highway groups, all of them in vari-
ous stages of updating management plans.
 The Palma Sola meeting was one of the briefest 
of the past year — less than an hour. The group’s next 
meeting will be at 3:30 p.m. Sept. 10 at the county 
building.



 12  JUNE 25, 2008  THE ISLANDER

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05
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78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

4408 Gulf Drive - Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org

Summer Schedule
Sundays

Holy Eucharist - 9:00 am
Religious Education Classes

Children/9 am  -  Adults/10:15 am

Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat. 8 am - Morning Prayer
Thurs. 9:30 am - Eucharist/Healing

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Saturday 5pm – 
Sunday 9:30am – 

Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Fellowship follows
Sunday Service

SatuSatu
SundaSunda

Come Celebrate 
With Us

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813 • 6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach • www.gloriadeilutheran.org

VBS Kick-off Picnic
4:30 pm •  Sunday • June 29

Call us for more info!

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

414 10th Ave, W. Historic Palmetto  
located next to The Bag Lady 

941-723-1155

Classy Classy 
LadyLady

TheThe

Boutique & Gifts

NOW OPEN!

Pastor 
Stephen King
Sunday 9:30am

PO Box 243, Bradenton Beach, 34217
300 Church Ave. • Bradenton Beach 

2 blocks north of Bridge St. Clock Tower
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Cortez Cove gets old new owners
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 In a move that brought sighs of relief from villag-
ers in Cortez, ownership of the Cortez Cove Marina 
and Boatworks is now consolidated among “friend-
lies,” and fears of less amiable neighbors have sub-
sided. 
 Karen Bell and Peter and Eva Thurell closed a 
transaction that gives each one-third of the boat basin 
and buildings near the east end of the historic fi shing 
village. The deal involved buying Judith Breuggeman’s 
interest for $685,000. 
 When the partners started talking about making 
other arrangements more than a year ago, Cortezians 
feared the marina could end up with owners less than 
enthusiastic about preserving the Cortez way of life — 
in other words, non-Cortezians. 
 Not to worry. All three owners live in Cortez, Bell 
as a manager of the family-owned A.P. Bell Fish Co. 
and owner of Star Fish Company Restaurant and Sea-

food Market and the Thurells as longtime residents who 
spend part of each year with their business interests 
in Sweden. Breuggeman is a Cortezian, too, but she 
indicated that she wants to put her money elsewhere. 
 Bell said she will remain the managing partner and 
Arno Priege will continue to run the operation under a 
lease from the owners. 
 Still to come are negotiations with the state to 
renew the marina’s lease of the state-managed basin 
bottom lands, the state claiming all submerged lands 
without specifi c title.
 Live-aboards still are an open question. State and 
local laws in general prohibit people from occupying 
boats as a home, though jurisdictions vary in regulations 
and enforcement. Both the state and Manatee County 
have been somewhat tolerant up until now, Priege said, 
but three live-aboard boats have had to leave Cortez 
Cove for more receptive moorages. 
 The partners expressed gratifi cation at the new 
status of their marina. She is “really excited” with its 

prospects, Bell said. 
 The property is 900 feet of picturesque waterfront 
with a curving peninsula sheltering a boat basin with 
34 slips, two large service buildings, a mobile hoist for 
boats up to 70 feet, and spacious grounds for boat work 
and storage. 
 One of the large buildings has been renovated 
to house marina and boatyard offi ces as well as the 
boatyard’s shops. The other is in advanced stages of 
renovation, Briege said, and will be complete for com-
mercial rental in mid-July; it has 3,000 square feet of 
available space on the fi rst fl oor, 2,000 square feet on 
the second. 
 Cortez Cove started life in the 1960s as a fi sh pro-
cessing house and went through several re-creations 
before being bought by Italian businessman Piero 
Rivolta in 1999. He did extensive rebuilding and devel-
opment, but ran into a local revolt against his plans to 
develop residences there and sold it to Bell’s group in 
2004.

State reviewing grant 
request for park

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Florida Communities Trust expects to evaluate 
by mid-August a grant request from Bradenton Beach 
for a new park on the Gulf of Mexico.
 FCT community programs manager Ken Reecy 
said the grant request from the city will be considered 
in the fi scal 2008 funding cycle.
 He also said the state would probably release an 
evaluation of the grant application in August.
 In April, the city commission approved the grant 
application for the acquisition of beachfront parcels. 
The property addresses are 1402, 1404, 1412 and 1414 
Gulf Drive.
 The beachfront property is caught up in litigation 
between the city and the current owners, Island Inc. and 
Beach Development Inc. The dispute over whether the 
land can be developed goes back years.
 The developers sought to build on the land. The city 
commission eventually voted against development due 
to being zoned according to the sensitive nature of the 
waterfront property.
 The dispute went to court, where the city won 
one round and the developers won on appeal. While 
the matter remains before the courts, both sides went 
through a mediation session last year and want a resolu-
tion.
 The mediation resulted in a fi nding that the city 
should buy the land, a suggestion the city previously 
proposed, but the developers rebuffed.
 The city is now looking for state assistance in 
fi nancing a purchase. A potential money source is a 
grant from Florida Communities Trust, a state land-
acquisition grant program that provides funding to 
local governments and non-profi t environmental groups 
to acquire community-based parks, open spaces and 

greenways.
 About $66 million is available each funding cycle 
from the FCT’s Florida Forever program, unless 
the Legislature votes differently. Last year the FCT 
awarded more than $76 million in the Florida Forever 
program.
 The city applied for the grant May 1. The applica-
tion indicates that the city will contribute 30 percent 
toward the property purchase — about $600,000 if the 
$2 million is an accurate price.
 The city could establish the site as a park, possibly 
offering some amenities, such as a picnic shelter and 
a kiosk for an education center to promote sea turtle 
awareness.

Pressing issue
Carrie Price, 
left, and Rebecca 
Barnett, advertis-
ing sales represen-
tatives with The 
Islander, discuss 
with Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of 
Commerce mem-
bers advertising 
opportunities in 
the newspaper. 
The discussion 
took place June 
11 during the 
chamber’s monthly 
breakfast at the 
Sun House Restau-
rant in Bradenton 
Beach. Islander 
Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

AGAMI to meet 
July 7

 The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island will 
hold a meeting at 5:30 p.m. Monday, July 7, at 
Shells Restaurant in Holmes Beach.
 The group, which operates the Guild Gal-
lery in Holmes Beach, will discuss plans for the 
summer and fall.
 For more information, call 941-778-6694.
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Island Chiropractic Center

Now 2 locations to serve you! 
5917 Manatee Ave. W. 

Suite 603 

Bradenton 

761-0500 

6000 Marina Drive 
Suite 104 

Holmes Beach 

778-0722 

Dr. Kathleen Goerg

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES
OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm

Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Library cuts concern friends, patrons
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Jenna Phillips likes the excess edited from the 
books she reads from the public library.
 But she doesn’t care for the leaner budget proposed 
for the library.
 “I suppose everyone has to suffer a little, but I hate 
to see access to a library reduced,” Phillips said.
 On June 18, Manatee County commissioners held a 
public hearing on the proposed 2008-09 budget, which 
takes effect Oct. 1.
 About 20 people attended the hearing in the com-
mission chambers in Bradenton. The most common 
concern shared was for a relatively small section of 
the proposed $531 million budget — a plan to reduce 

library hours at branch locations, including the one in 
Holmes Beach.
 The annual budget has been cut by about $44 mil-
lion, with reductions in staff, consolidation of depart-
ments, a wage freeze and leaner spending plans for 
programs and services.
 In the information services department, the budget 
calls for reducing the hours of branch libraries to 40 
hours a week and also reducing hours at the Central 
Library in Bradenton.
 Staff will be rotated from one branch to another and 
there will be limited support for meeting rooms due to 
budget cuts, putting responsibility to set up and break 
down rooms on users.
 The budget contains a reduction in money 
for new materials and supplies because “state 
aid, which is utilized solely for the purchase of 
books and materials, is declining each year. It has 

declined over $93,000 from fiscal year 2005 to 
fiscal year 2008 and is expected to decrease even 
further.”
 Also unfunded in the proposed budget are adult 
programs, including the library’s popular computer 
classes.
 Island Branch Library patrons attending the hearing 
said they understood the need for cuts, but they worried 
about when the doors would be locked.
 The branch, 5701 Marina Drive, already is closed 
two weekday mornings and on Sundays. Eliminating 
additional morning hours would be a problem, said 
Jolie Bell, president of the Friends of the Island Library 
group.
 “That spells disaster,” Bell said.
 The commission may revisit the issue as it con-
tinues to review the budget, which will be adopted in 
September.

Roser collects for 
children’s program
Islander Lynnda Thomas, 
a Manatee Children’s 
Services board member 
and a Roser Memo-
rial Community Church 
member, recently receives 
items collected by the 
Roser Mission Commit-
tee. For more informa-
tion, call Thomas at 
941-779-0026, or Roser 
at 941-778-0414. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose 

Cortez family picnic 
set for July 4-6

 The community known for its independent spirit 
will celebrate Independence Day with a family reunion 
and picnic.
 The Fulford and Cortez Family Reunion will take 
place July 4-6 in Cortez, the historic fi shing village near 
the base of the Cortez Bridge.
 The reunion will celebrate the settlement of Cortez 
in the 1880s by fi ve Fulford siblings and cousins from 
the Taylor, Lewis, Guthrie, Bell, Adams, Jones and 
Foreman families, which moved to Florida from Cart-
eret County, N. C.
 The families had fi shed in North Carolina, a state 
devastated by a hurricane in 1879. The fi shers relocated 
to Cortez, creating a close-knit community and the larg-
est fi shing village in the state.
 The reunion schedule includes dinner at Star Fish 
on July 4; a walking tour of Cortez homes, a fi shing 
contest, a grits cooking contest and tours of the Florida 
Maritime Museum, all on July 5; and a church service 
July 6.

Planning now to facilitate traffi c woes later
By Paul Roat

 Optimism is high that an extended turn lane for 
southbound traffi c approaching Cortez Road on Gulf 
Drive will be constructed before the Sept. 29 closure 
of the Anna Maria Island Bridge.
 Mike Howe, executive director of the Sarasota-
Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, told 
members of the Island Transportation Planning Orga-
nization that Florida Department of Transportation offi -
cials went to Tallahassee to walk through the permitting 
process with various agencies to get the extended lane 
approved.
 Plans call for about 900 feet of extended turn lane 
on Gulf Drive at the Cortez Road intersection. 
 The hope is that the extra lane will help ease traf-

fi c problems during the 45-day closure of the bridge, 
which will cause all mainland traffi c to and from the 
Island to use the Cortez Bridge.
 Howe added that a part of the project is an exten-
sion of the sidewalk southeast of the intersection. Bra-
denton Beach Mayor Michael Pierce said easements 
from property owners would be needed for that project 
to proceed, but he was optimistic they could proceed. 
 Howe also had some good news on the transporta-
tion front in regards to funding. Although statewide cuts 
are prevalent in the transportation world, local funds in 
the Manatee and Sarasota county areas are secure.
 Landscaping along the roads, though, has taken a 
hit and streetscape improvements will not take place.
 In other business, ITPO members were invited to 

a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 10 a.m. Monday, June 
30, for the inauguration of a southern transit route — 
Sarasota’s trolley service — from Coquina Beach to 
downtown Sarasota. The ceremony will take place at 
the new transit turnaround area at the entrance from 
Gulf Drive to the main concession stand at Coquina 
Beach.
 The Sarasota County Area Transit’s Longboat Key 
Trolley service began serving customers June 14, link-
ing the Anna Maria Island trolley, which is free for 
riders, to the SCAT ride, which costs 75 cents, and takes 
passengers to stops on a half-hour trip to Longboat Key, 
St. Armands Circle and downtown Sarasota and the 
same route for return trips. The SCAT trolley starts at 
6 a.m. and winds up at 11 p.m. daily.
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12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

REAL British Fish & Chips
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

TUE TUE ~  Fish & Chip Special $7.99
THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, 

The Wheedles Band 7:30pm
     FRI      FRI ~  Karaoke w/ Jim & Dee 8:30pm

SATSAT ~ Koko Ray 8pmKoko Ray 8pm

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JUNE 25 - JULY 1

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$1399$1999
Bud, Bud Lt, Bud SelectAbsolut Vodka

750
ML

18-pack 
bottles

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

j o l l y  d i nn e r 
ahi tuna appetizer, 10

gazpacho (cup), 5

hearts of palm salad, 8

dinner-size caesar, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

chicken cordon bleu, 16

mussels in wine-garlic-dijon, 13

pasta alfredo, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

sirloin strip steak, 17

strip steak sandwich, 15

grouper sandwich, 14
 grilled, blackened, pan-seared
 or breaded-sauteed

jolly italian beef sandwich, 12

big burger on french bread, 12

and for kids (anytime)...
french hot dog, 8
chicken strips, 10
cheese&mac, 7

NEW! Aldo’s homemade Ravioli with 
beef, shrimp or vegetables .... and his 
specialities …

Cannelloni
Beef and spinach with Aldo’s special 
sauce and béchamel.

Lasagna
Ground beef, tomato sauce, béchamel

Penne alla Matriciana
Penne pasta, onions, bacon, ground 
beef, tomato sauce

Chef’s special sea bass
Sea bass, onions, (scallions), white wine, 
parsley, garlic, vegetables, and saffron 
sautéed in butter
 
Chef’s steak special
Filet mignon with Gorgonzola cream 
sauce, asparagus, demi-glaze 

Saltimbocca alla Romana
Veal, ham, cheese, cream, demi-glaze. 

Arrrrrgh! The new

                             
at the old world 

WORLDLY DINING ~ ISLAND BISTRO 
Where pirates, privateers, buccaneers and 

Islanders have a hearty good time!
ITALIAN ~ STEAKS ~ SUMMER MENU

Open for dinner 7 nights and Sunday Brunch
New lighter fare, new menu — lower prices!

Island Shopping Center ~ 5406 Marina Drive ~Holmes Beach
www.amijollyroger.com  www.oohlalabistro.com     

941.778.5320

WORLDLY DINING ~ ISLAND BISTRO 

Stefan 
Zelinka 
entertains 
Friday 
night!

Plus … ALL the favorites 
from the Ooh La La! 
fi ne dining menu! 

Chef Aldo makes all his own
pasta from scratch -- just for YOU!
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House of Pizza
Buffet Special
Buy regular price buffet 

and get second for 

$299
with purchase of a 

soft drink each

                 941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W.
            Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm

PLEASE PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES 7-1-08

AM commissioner seeks clarifi cation on boating measure
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Anna Maria City Commissioner John Quam 
expressed concerns about the language in a proposed 
county boating safety ordinance, particularly the word-
ing of a section on eliminating the speed limit in the 
Bean Point channel.
 “From the work session, it was my understanding 
this would be a ‘no-wake’ zone,” Quam said of the pro-
posed ordinance. “Now, when I read that it’s just talking 
about eliminating the speed limit in the channel, I thought 
something must be wrong. I’ll have to check this out.”
  Quam said a number of city residents who use 
Bean Point frequently favor a no-wake zone through the 
channel for safety reasons. Many bathers use the waters 

in the location, but the channel boaters use comes close 
to the bathing area, he noted.
 Partly in response to citizen concerns, the Manatee 
County Commission is considering a number of changes 
to its boating safety ordinance that could impact Island 
boaters and swimmers.
 According to a memo from the conservation lands 
management department, the commission plans a public 
hearing Aug. 12 to discuss several changes, includ-
ing:
 • Eliminating the 25-mph channel near Bean 
Point.
 • Widening the Coquina Beach and Manatee Public 
Beach swim areas from 300 feet to 400 feet and chang-
ing the zone a slow speed, minimum-wake zone to a 

vessel exclusion area to “refl ect the historical intent and 
posting of these public beaches.”
 • Elimination of the 25-mph channel on the north 
side of Longboat Pass and eliminating the slow speed/
minimum wake zone between Longboat Pass and the 
south end of the posted Coquina Beach swim area.
 • Expansion of the slow speed, minimum-wake 
boating safety zone in Sarasota Bay to the south of the 
Cortez Bridge and within 750 feet of the bridge, except 
the Intracoastal Waterway, and within 100 feet of either 
side of the Intracoastal Waterway.
 Comments on any of the proposed ordinance 
changes can be made at the Aug. 12 county commission 
hearing or by calling the conservation lands manage-
ment department at 941-745-3723. 

A.m. 
meeting
Amy Samsal 
and Sara Hand 
attend the 
Longboat Key/
Lido Key/St. 
Armands Key 
breakfast meet-
ing May 28 at 
the chamber 
offi ce on Gulf of 
Mexico Drive. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose 

BB commission OKs 
new FPL agreement

 The Bradenton Beach City Commission June 19 
backed a new franchise agreement with Florida Power 
& Light, the electricity provider in the city.
 The commission approved a fi rst reading of an 
ordinance and scheduled a second reading and public 
hearing on the agreement for July 2.
 The city’s existing 30-year agreement with FPL 
ends in August.
 The new agreement provides for approximately the 
same revenue for the city — 5.9 percent of revenues 
generated from FPL’s sales in Bradenton Beach.
 City attorney Ricinda Perry said the agreement will 
provide some fl exibility in the event the city wants to 
take a different course with supplying citizens with 
electrical service, such as generating its own.
 “Who knows what energy will be like in 15 years?” 
Perry said.
 In other business, the commission:
 • Approved the installation of a concrete pad and 
fence for a storage area for the Rotten Ralph’s restau-
rant at the Historic Bridge Street Pier. A used cooking-
oil container will be relocated to the site.
 • Approved the $3,171 repair of a sanitation truck.
 • Approved payment of a $10,500 invoice from 
M.T. Causley for building offi cial services.
 • Approved payment of a $4,878 invoice from 
Lewis, Longman and Walker for legal services.
 • Approved payment of an $888 invoice from Ralf 
Brookes for legal services.
 The next city commission will be at 7 p.m. July 2 
at city hall. The commission voted to change the date 
from July 3 due to the fi reworks event planned by the 
BeachHouse Restaurant in the city that night.

ObituaryObituary
Mark M. Clerkin

 Mark M. Clerkin, 47, of Holmes Beach, died June 
9 at his residence. 
 Mr. Clerkin is survived by wife Karen (Swan), 
who is employed by the Holmes Beach Police Depart-
ment; son Patrick Christopher Clerkin of Holmes 
Beach; mother Barbara (Hall) Clerkin of Bradenton; 

father James W. Clerkin of Mesa, Ariz.; brother John 
W. of Sarasota, Fla.; and sister Teri Carrano of Duarte, 
Calif. 
 A custodial account has been set up for his son, Pat-
rick C. Clerkin, 14, at Wachovia Bank. Anyone wishing 
to make donations for Patrick C. Clerkin/Karen Clerkin 
custodian can do so at any bank branch.
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B4
5406 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 778-5320
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com  www.suncoastinc.com 

sunco1@tampabay.rr.comsunco1@tampabay.rr.com

REAL ESTATE LLCREAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria Anna Maria 
IslandIsland

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Tues.-Sat. • Closed Sun • Monday by appt

795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply Put
• Customized rejuvenated                                   
   and recycled furniture
• Organic and green goods  
• Supporting local artists
• Antiques, Funtiques            
   and Collectibles 
• Home of the “Seaside  
   Collection” 

Home furnishings and Artisan Gallery

Outdoor Fair
8am - 3pm, 

Sat, April 19
9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria

  (941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B44B4444B44BB44B4444

ROBBY COX 

June 25 & 27

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

B4

B4

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

Great Food with Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

July 3rd Fireworks! July 3rd Fireworks! 
Reserve now for Reserve now for 
dinner and fun!dinner and fun!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach • Open Daily 4-9:30 • Fri & Sat 4-10
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

PAPO Certifi ed and PAPO Certifi ed and 
InsuredInsured  
USCGUSCG Licensed Licensed 941-792-6000941-792-6000

Est. in 
1987 

Parasailing – “Home of the smiley-face parachute” 
          DOLPHIN & SIGHTSEEING CRUISES

YOLO PARASAILING 
& Island Adventure Cruises

ute”    

Reserve NOW for Reserve NOW for 
FIREWORKS CRUISE!FIREWORKS CRUISE!

NE corner of Cortez Bridge, next to Annie’s 

4334 127th st. w.  • cortez • open daily • 941-794-3580

annie’s bait annie’s bait && tackle  tackle 
Come try our waterfront …Come try our waterfront …

gulf grouper sandwich  gulf grouper sandwich  
fresh ½ lb. burger  •  cuban sandwiches  

The bait shop 
with great food!

eeeeessssshhhhh ½½½½½ lllllbbbbb.... bbbbbbbbbuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrgggggeeeeerrrresh ½ lb. bbbbbbbbbbbuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrger
C8

WWe’vvee ggoonee wwirreeleess!  EEnjjoyy a

 

freee  wwirrellesss inntteernneet coonneecttioon

 

whheen yoouu vvissit The Islander aannd

 

Ooh La La!  PPaasssswordd: Islaanndeer

B1

EARLY BIRDSEARLY BIRDS
Mon-Fri 3-6 pmMon-Fri 3-6 pm
Popular Dinner Entrees

House Wine $3 • Draft Beer $1.50

The City Pier RestaurantThe City Pier Restaurant
Open 11am daily for Lunch & DinnerOpen 11am daily for Lunch & Dinner

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria
779-1667779-1667

LUNCH SPECIAL!LUNCH SPECIAL!
11-3 Mon-Fri 11-3 Mon-Fri 

$7.95 grouper sandwich!$7.95 grouper sandwich!

Just 4 Fun 
RENTALS

Boats • Bikes
Kayaks 

Free home delivery and pick-up 

941-447-1506 wir sprechen deutsch

Great Great 
FoodFood

Stellar Stellar 
ServiceService

Unique Unique 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Signature Signature 
EventsEvents

111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach • Anna Maria Island 

941-782-1122 
Visit our new Web site!  www.thesunhouserestaurant.com
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Take a ride 
on AMI … 
schedule info is a 
public service of 

FREE

Road rage chase results in arrest, rescue
 An accident that followed road rage and a chase 
by a motorist on June 14 in Holmes Beach resulted in 
the arrest of one motorist and the medical rescue of a 
passenger in his vehicle.
 The patient was not injured in the vehicle acci-
dent, rather he was so intoxicated he was foaming at the 
mouth, according to the Holmes Beach Police Depart-
ment report.
 The incident began when a northbound motorist on 
Gulf Drive in Bradenton Beach allegedly tried to pass 
another motorist on the right. As the raging motorist 
followed the fi rst vehicle, he attempted to crash his 
vehicle into the other vehicle. 
 Both motorists wound up at about 3:30 p.m. June 
14 at the Kingfi sh Boat Ramp and the incident resulted 
in charges of aggravated battery and hit-and-run against 
Andrew B. Lavers of Palmetto.
 The hit and run allegedly took place in the 500 
block of Manatee Avenue/State Road 64, where the 
driver, Laver, in a white pickup truck traveling east 
swerved into the path of a driver in a black car, also 

traveling east.
 A passenger in the victim’s vehicle had notifi ed 
police that they were being harrassed by another driver 
and HBPD offi cers responded and found both vehicles 
at at opposite ends of Kingfi sh Boat Ramp, just to the 
west of the Anna Maria Island Bridge.

 They also encountered Lavers, 
according to the report, who 
“was walking hurriedly from 
the east end of the parking 
area” and “yelling ‘I’m gonna 
kill that son of a bitch.’”
 An offi cer stopped Lavers to 
talk with him about the reported 
hit-and-run incident and Lavers 
said that a man had tried to run 
him off the road.
 The officer reported that he 

interviewed the victim and a witness who also stopped 
at the boat ramp, and investigated skidmarks on the road 
and concluded that Lavers had intentionally caused the 

accident.
 Lavers was arrested for alleged aggravated battery 
with a motor vehicle and cited for reckless driving and 
leaving the scene of an accident.
 During the investigation of the accident, while 
taking Lavers into custody at the boat ramp, police also 
were involved in the calling Manatee County Emer-
gency Medical Services for treatment of a passenger 
in Lavers’ truck.
 The police report stated, “While investigating the 
crash, I observed [Benjamin] Hampton place his feet 
against the inside of the windshield of Lavers’ vehicle 
and push the windshield outward, causing the wind-
shield to crack.”
 Another offi cer reported that “Hampton was so 
intoxicated he was foaming at the mouth and slumped 
into the fl oorboard of the truck.”
 EMS responded and determined Hampton was 
comatose. He was then transported to the Holmes 
Beach city fi eld where he was taken by helicopter to 
Bayfront Medical Center in St. Petersburg. 

Laver
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By Mike Quinn
Special to The Islander

 A Holmes Beach man and a Bradenton woman 
were arrested June 11 in connection with numerous 
home burglaries. Some property was recovered, but 
most had allegedly been pawned by the couple to “fuel 
their drug habits.”

 Manatee County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce detectives and Bradenton 
Police detectives arrested Mat-
thew Thomas Miller, 22, 6401 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, 
and Kelli Marie Hogan, 20, 
whose addresses were listed as 
the 3600 block 21st Avenue West 
and the 3000 block of 14th Street 
West, Bradenton.
 Detectives say Miller and 
Hogan were involved in several 
burglaries in Bradenton and in 
the Manatee County area.   
 According to the report, 
the pair admitted to forcefully 
entering a residence on June 6 
in the 7800 block of Portosueno 
Avenue West in the Palma Sola 
area, where they stole jewelry, 
several fi rearms, a hunting bow 

and collector coins. Hogan allegedly assisted Miller in 

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS 778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

King Crabs are here 
for the summer!

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6
Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30

IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

 Watch dolphins play from our dining deck!

 New lunch special with complimentary 
cup of soup – starting at $9.98 

9am-7:30pm Tues-Sun
breakfast all day • lunch • dinner

12507 Cortez Road
 at the Cortez Fishing Center

(941)  795-7796

PRIME RIB
Daily! 

Tues-Sun 2-7:30pm

$9.99

OFF ANY MEAL
coupon valid thru 06/30/08, not valid on Prime Rib

Now Serving
Ice Cream!

New Owner

Friday Fish Dinner $8.99

20%

StreetlifeStreetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City
 No new reports.

Bradenton Beach
 June 14, 700 block Gulf Drive North, violation of 
probation. Offi cers responded to a report of a woman in a 
bar that was suspected of having an outstanding warrant. 
She did and she was arrested.
 June 14, 500 block Gulf Drive North, drugs. Offi cers 
stopped a vehicle with no visible tag light and detected 
the odor of marijuana in the vehicle. The juvenile driver 
was turned over to his parents on a juvenile referral.

Holmes Beach
 June 14, 500 Manatee Avenue, aggravated assault, hit 
and run. Offi cers responded to the scene of a crash where 
one driver attempted to run another vehicle off the road. 
One driver was charged with aggravated assault with a 
motor vehicle. A passenger in his vehicle became coma-
tose due to being intoxicated, according to the report, and 
EMS responded. 
 June 14, 3900 East Bay Drive, Publix, theft. The 
complainant said someone took her wallet while she was 
shopping.
 June 14, 400 block 77th Street, fi re bomb. Offi cers 
noticed a gas can on fi re in a driveway of a residence. The 
resident extinguished the fi re, fi refi ghters were contacted, 

Couple arrested for home burglaries

Hogan

Miller

loading the stolen items into a waiting vehicle. The loss 
was estimated at $8,100 dollars. 
 MCSO said Miller also admitted taking a coin col-
lection and jewelry from a house in the 5000 block of 
19th Avenue West, where a witness jotted down the tag 
number for the white Chevy S-10 pickup that Miller 
used.
 Miller also admitted to a June 9 burglary in the 
7500 block of 27th Avenue West. In that burglary, a TV, 
jewelry, DVDs and a watch were taken. A residence in 
the 7800 block of 24th Avenue West was burglarized 
June 10 by Miller. 
   On June 11, Miller was stopped by Bra-
denton police in his white Chevy S-10 pickup 
truck with Hogan a passenger. Police said they 
found several items of jewelry in the vehicle. 
 Miller was arrested for driving on a suspended 
license, while Hogan was detained for questioning. 
 Miller then admitted to detectives the numerous 
burglaries and Hogan admitted to the June 6 burglary. 
 Several fi rearms were recovered. Other items had 
been pawned by Miller and Hogan.
    Hogan was charged with armed burglary and 
dealing in stolen property. Miller was charged with 
one count of armed burglary, six counts of burglary 
and three counts of dealing in stolen property, along 
with the charge for driving on a suspended license.  

Mike Quinn is publisher of NewsManatee.com, a 
news partner with The Islander.

Kentucky fugitives arrested in Holmes Beach
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies arrested 
two men wanted on Kentucky warrants for alleged 
crimes involving two girls.
 The men were arrested June 17 in Holmes Beach, 
booked into the Manatee County jail and, by order of 
a judge, extradited to Elizabethtown, Ky., June 18.

 Benjamin W. Best, 23, was wanted on a warrant out 
of Hardin County, Ky., for an alleged unlawful trans-
action with a minor. Best allegedly smoked marijuana 

with a 16-year-old.
 Michael L. Bruce II, 28, was 
wanted on a warrant from Ken-
tucky and faces three felony 
charges — deviate sexual inter-
course in the third degree, rape 
in the third degree and unlawful 
transaction with a minor.
 The warrant for Bruce alleges 
he had engaged in sexual inter-
course and other acts with 
“another person incapable of 
consent” because her age is 15.
 The men were taken into cus-
tody from an apartment in the 300 
block of 62nd Street in Holmes 
Beach. Bruce, at the time of his 
arrest, said he was working for an 
auto dealer in Bradenton.
 Warrants for the men were 
issued in May.

 Mike Quinn, publisher of NewsManatee.com, con-
tributed to this report.

Toy theft results 
in arrest

By Mike Quinn
Special to The Islander

 Holmes Beach Police arrested a man June 15 for 
stealing a stuffed toy, a Beanie Baby.
 According to the HBPD, Michael Lee Brown, 36, 
of 6401 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, burglarized a 
vehicle and a residence in the 300 block of 65th Street, 
Holmes Beach.
 Brown allegedly called a woman to say he had gone 

into her house without her knowl-
edge. The burglaries occurred on 
June 14 at about 6 p.m.   
 When the HBPD first ques-
tioned Brown, he refused to talk. 
However, on June 15, Brown 
went to the HBPD offi ce and said 
he had taken a Beanie Baby that 
he believed belonged to him from 
the victim’s vehicle. He also told 
HBPD Offi cer Michael Leonard 

that he broke a lizard decoration inside the residence. 
   Brown was arrested and charged with burglary to 
a dwelling and burglary to a vehicle. 
 Mike Quinn is publisher of NewsManatee.com, a 
news partner with The Islander.

Brown

Best

Bruce

area residents were contacted to determine if anyone was 
seen in the area that may have caused the blaze.
 June 14, 300 block 65th Street, theft. The complain-
ant said that she suspected a man had taken a grill, waffl e 
iron and damaged a decorative lizard at her home. Offi cers 
confronted the suspect, who admitted to taking the items 
and damaging the lizard. He was arrested.
 June 16, 5300 block Sunrise Lane, burglary. The com-
plainant said someone took the propeller and GPS system 
from her husband’s boat. Total value of the missing items 
was estimated at $2,500.
 June 17, 200 block 69th Street, trespass. The com-
plainant said he found a neighbor “just looking around” 
in his carport, according to the report. The neighbor was 
issued a trespass warning.
 June 18, 600 block North Point, theft of vehicle. The 
complainant said someone took her 31-foot boat, valued at 
$247,000, from the boat hoists at her waterfront residence. 
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.$1 off

per pound
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 7-1-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, shrimp, clams, smoked mullet, 

fi sh spread, and more!

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes BeachIron

Skillet
Cafe

Tues.-Sat. 7:30am-9pm • Sun. 7:30-3pm 
Closed on Monday 

7020 Cortez Rd. W., Bradenton 
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com 

Iron Skillet Café
Friday 
Night 

Prime Rib 

Breakfast and Lunch ALL DAY 

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Wednesday, June 25
8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands 

Key Chamber of Commerce hosts a lunch at the cham-
ber offi ce, 6960 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. 
Information: 941-383-2466.
 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce hosts a networking event at the Key Royale Club, 
700 Key Royale Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-1541.

Thursday, June 26
 11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. 
Armands Key Chamber of Commerce hosts a lunch at 
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse and Wine Bar, 2001 Siesta 
Drive, Sarasota. Information: 941-383-2466.

Friday, June 27
5 p.m. to 10 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Cham-

ber of Commerce hosts an Island Music Festival con-
cert at the corner of Pine Avenue and Bay Boulevard. 
Bring a lawn chair or plan to stand. The event features 
Kettle of Fish. Information: 941-761-4766.

Saturday, June 28
8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 

Island hosts a breakfast meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The speaker is Lolly 
Owens of the Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island. Infor-
mation: 941-795-8697.

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Regions Bank’s Island branch, 
3900 Sixth Ave., Holmes Beach, hosts a benefi t for 
the Human Society of Manatee County from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Bring your pooches because the benefi t is a 
dog wash, with grooming tips, K9 demonstrations and 
doggie portraits. Information: 941-778-8060.

Sunday, June 29
4:30 p.m. — Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 

Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts a kick off for its 
vacation Bible school program with hamburgers and 
hot dogs. Information: 941-778-1813.

Tuesday, July 1
 10 a.m. — The Island Branch Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach hosts a presentation 
on “Croc Encounters” for children. Information: 
941-778-6341.
 Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets 
for lunch and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 

Dogs day
From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, June 28, Regions Bank’s Island branch, 3900 Sixth Ave., Holmes Beach, will 
host a benefi t for the Humane Society of Manatee County from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bring your pooches because 
the benefi t is a dog wash, with grooming tips, K9 demonstrations and doggie portraits. For more information, 
call 941-778-8060. Islander Photo: Courtesy Humane Society of the United States

200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1880.

Wednesday, July 2
5:30 p.m. — Teen program attendees bring an old 

T-shirt and learn how to update, modernize and cus-
tomize the shirt to for a fresh look at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-6341.

Ongoing: 
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch 
horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • On Fridays, the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center hosts a family night, featuring indoor skating 
and movies. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the 
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., 
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to 
answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking 
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the Amer-
ican Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts 
dinners for the public. Fee. Information: 941-794-3489.
 • On the fi rst and third Saturdays in July, the His-
toric Bridge Street Merchants Association presents the 

Bridge Street Market from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Braden-
ton Beach. The event will take a late-summer break and 
resume in the fall. Information: 941-518-4431.

Coming up:
 • On June 25, the Island Players series of summer 
theater classes begin 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesdays at 
the theater. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On July 3, the BeachHouse Restaurant presents its 
annual fi reworks display. Information: 941-779-2222.
 • On July 4, the Anna Maria Island Privateers host 
a parade from Coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach to 
Bayfront Park in Anna Maria, followed by a party at 
the Cafe on the Beach.

Save the date:
 • On July 19, the South Florida Museum celebrates 
the birthday of Snooty the Manatee. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • On Aug. 15-17, the Island Players welcome 
the Welsh Players to the Island for a performance of 
“The Importance of Being Earnest.” Fee. Information: 
941-778-5755.
 Send calendar announcements to lisaneff@islander.
org. Please include the time, date and location of the 
event, a brief description and a contact via e-mail and 
phone.
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Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

BeachHouse ready 
for fi reworks

 The BeachHouse Restaurant in 
Bradenton Beach is gearing up for its 
15th annual Fireworks Spectacular Party 
July 3 with an evening of family fun that 
concludes with the fi reworks display.
 VIP seating is available at the res-
taurant and includes dinner, a beer and 
wine bar, desserts, live entertainment 
party favors, complimentary valet park-
ing and a front-and-center seat for the 
fi reworks show.
 This year’s VIP party will be held 
under the southern pavilion and the 
beachfront area will provide a perfect 
view of the fi reworks show, said Shawn 
Rhoton, the restaurant’s event coordina-
tor.
 While the BeachHouse does not take 
reservations, it does take preferred seat-
ing requests. On July 3, however, the 
VIP party will guarantee a reserved seat 
for the fi reworks, along with good food 
and entertainment.
 The VIP party begins at 7 p.m., 
while the fi reworks show sparks up at 
9:15 p.m., Shawn said.
 For information on the VIP party, 
call Shawn at 941-778-8718 or send an 
e-mail to srhoton@chilesgroup.com.

Mattison’s ready 
for downtown 

fi reworks
 Mattisson’s Riverside restaurant in 
downtown Bradenton will have special 
VIP seating for the annual fi reworks dis-
play on the Manatee River, which gener-
ally begins July 4 at about 9 p.m.
 To place a reservation, call 
941-748-8087 or make an online reser-
vation at www.mattisons.com.

Island Adventure 
for July 3 
fi reworks

 Island Adventures/Yolo Parasail 
in Cortez has the perfect solution for 
people who want to enjoy the July 3 
fi reworks show on Bradenton Beach in 
a relaxed setting and at the same time 
avoid all the Island traffi c.
 As the fi reworks are scheduled to 

Island sisters are back
Sisters Dee Dee Barnett, at left, and Linda Nashlenas, have lived on the Island for 
20 years and recently opened Island Cleaning and Pet Sitting Services. Islander 
Photo: Carrie Price

Fire sail
Island Adventures/Yolo Parasail in Cortez will host an evening cruise July 3 to 
watch the fi reworks display scheduled for 9:15 p.m. on the Gulf in Bradenton 
Beach. Islander Photo: Courtesy Yolo Parasail

begin at 9:15 p.m., owner Ryan Davis 
estimates the cruise will leave about two 
hours earlier, giving guests ample time 
to enjoy the scenery and sunset before 
the show. 
 Island Adventures is located adja-
cent to Annie’s Bait and Tackle store on 
127th Street at the east end of the Cortez 
Bridge.
 Ryan emphasized that construction 
on the 127th Street bridge does not inter-
fere with the business and there is ample 
parking for guests.
 To make a cruise reservation, call 
941-792-6000.

Island sisters 
start up business

 After growing up on Anna Maria 
Island, sisters Dee Dee Barnett and 
Linda Nashlenas went their separate 
ways following high school, but always 
longed to return to “paradise.”
 It may have taken a few years, but 
these two Island women are back on 
Anna Maria Island, now with their own 
business: Islands Cleaning and Pet Sit-
ting Services.
 “We always wondered what we 
could do together,” said Dee Dee, “and 
this is the perfect family business for our 
experiences and background.”
 Dee Dee has 15 years experience 
as a veterinary technician, while Linda 
owned and operated her own cleaning 
business for a number of years.
 The “cleaning” half of Island Clean-
ing and Pet Sitting Services specializes 
in residential and business cleaning, 
either on a one-time basis or as part of 
a regular weekly, bi-weekly or monthly 
service plan. The duo also clean the inte-

rior areas of new construction sites.
 For cleaning services, Dee Dee said 
the company is fl exible for the customer. 
“We like to work with our customers to 
see what schedule best fi ts their needs,” 
she said.
 On the pet-sitting side of their busi-
ness, the sisters provide house calls to 
check on pets, ensure adequate food and 
water are available, sanitation facilities 
are adequate and that the pets get exer-
cise or a walk.
 With her experience as a veterinary 
technician, Dee Dee is trained to admin-
ister pet medicines and can check on the 
condition of a sick pet to determine if a 
veterinary doctor is needed. She has a 
veterinary doctor on stand-by at all times 
for any pet emergency.
 “I think with my experience, I’m 
well-qualifi ed to handle nearly any sit-
uation involving a pet,” said Dee Dee. 
“That’s a plus to our services. I know 
how to work with pets and calm them 
down and I make sure they are cared for 
properly when an owner is away.”
 While Island Cleaning and Pet 
Sitting will be based on Anna Maria 
Island with emphasis on clients from the 
Island, west Bradenton, Cortez, Perico 
and Longboat Key, the sisters will go 
anywhere their services are needed.
 “If there’s an emergency, people can 
call us any time,” she said.
 To reach Island Cleaning and Pet 
Sitting Services, call 941-592-5464.

Banana Cabana 
fi reworks special

 The Banana Cabana Restaurant at 
103 Gulf Drive N. in Bradenton Beach 
is offering a fi reworks special for July 
3 — great food and some exciting fi re-
works.
 Owner Mike Rappaport said the 
restaurant is inviting guests to make 
reservations that evening for between 
6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., enjoy a great 
dinner of Caribbean food, then watch the 
fi reworks display which begins around 
9 p.m. at the BeachHouse, right across 
Gulf Drive.
 The fireworks generally start just 
after dusk, Mike said, and an early res-
ervation will give diners ample time to 
enjoy their meal, then the fi reworks. He 
also encouraged diners to use the Island 
trolley, which stops right across Gulf 
Drive from the Banana Cabana.
 Mike, who is also the head chef, said 
he will take extra care that evening to pre-
pare the house special: macadamia-nut 
encrusted grouper, which actor Denzel 
Washington ordered when he dined at 
the Banana Cabana in 2004 while fi lm-

ing the movie “Out of Time.”
 Other Caribbean favorites at the 
restaurant include jerk chicken and fi sh 
with mango sauce.
 For more information or to make a 
reservation, call 941-779-1930.

Teitelbaum named 
to Visit Florida 

marketing council
 Island developer and real estate 
agent David Teitelbaum has been named 
to the Visit Florida 2007-08 marketing 
council. Visit Florida is the state’s offi -
cial tourism and marketing agency.
 According to a Visit Florida press 
release, Teitelbaum has been involved 
with Island tourism since 1965 and has 
served as board president of the Tor-
tuga, Tradewinds and Old Bridge Village 
condominium associations. He is also a 
former president of the Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce and currently 
serves as a board member for the Manatee 
County Tourism Development Council.

Island real estate 
transactions

 200 Gulf Drive S., Unit 1, Sand-
castle Beach Resort, Bradenton Beach, 
a 1,479 sfl a/1,591 sfur 3bed/2bath Gulf-
front condo built in 2003 was sold June 
4, First Priority Bank to Hartung for 
$750,000; list $825,000.
 6700 Gulf Drive, Unit 20, Gulf-
place, Holmes Beach, a 1,442 sfl a/1,519 
sfur 3bed/2½bath condo with pool built 
in 1976 was sold June 2, Wentland to 
Wright for $600,000.
 201 35th St., Unit 6, Anna Maria 
Beach Place, Holmes Beach, a 594 
sfla/630 sfur 1bed/1bath Gulfview 
condo with pool was sold June 4, Kreps 
to Melton Developments LLC for 
$477,500:list $498,000.
 104 Gulf Drive S., Unit 104, 
Gulf View, Bradenton Beach, a 1,029 
sfla/1,065 sfur 2bed/2bath Gulffront 
condo built in 1980 was sold June 3, 
Samios to Anthony for $460,000; list 
$549,000.
 3208 Sixth Ave., Unit 10, Palm 
Isle Village, Holmes Beach, a 782 sfur 
2bed/1bath condo with pool built in 1957 
was sold June 2, Starry Beach LLC to 
Schaffner for $455,000; list $525,000.
 107 Eighth St. S., Unit 8, Island Get-
away, Bradenton Beach, a 1,194 sfl a / 
1,904 sfur condo built in 1940 was sold 
June 6, Thompson to CEJ Investments 
2 LLC for $330,000.
 204 54th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,917 
sfl a / 2,377 sfur 3bed/3bath duplex built 
in 1946 on a 75x106 lot was sold June 
2, Judson to Sumner for $300,000; list 
$359,000.
 1007 Gulf Drive N., Unit 213, 
Summer Sands, Bradenton Beach, a 
1,259 sfur / 1,349 sfl a 2bed/2bath condo 
built in 1982 was sold June 4, Whiteman 
to Germano for $300,000.
 6300 Flotilla Drive, Unit 76, Shell 
Point, Holmes Beach, a 1,023 sfla / 
1,151 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 
1973 was sold June 4, Smith to Ball-
estrini for $227,250; list $259,000.
 8104 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, 
a 1,492 sfla / 1,772 sfur 2bed/1bath 
home built in 1974 on a 81x90 lot was 
sold June 6, Valles to Bohnenberger for 
$170,000.  This sale is not believed to 
be an arm’s length transaction.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at 
Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can be 
reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. Cur-
rent Island real estate transactions may 
also be viewed online at www.islander.
org. Copyright 2008
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 Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 June 25 5:44 1.8 11:18 1.0 5:07 1.8 11:38 0.5
 June 26 6:15 2.0 *12:43 0.7 6:38 1.6 — — 
 June 27 6:50 2.2 12:13 0.8 8:31 1.4 2:04 0.4 
 June 28 7:29 2.4 12:47 1.0 10:36 1.4 3:18 0.1 
 June 29 8:14 2.6 1:15 1.3 — — 4:25 -0.2 
 June 30 9:03 2.8 5:26 -0.4 — — — — 
 July 1 9:57 2.9 *6:23 -0.6 — — — — 
 July 2 10:52 3.0 *7:14 -0.6 — — — —

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Turtle nests in federal park on Manatee River

On June 10, a female sea turtle — believed to be a loggerhead — made a nest on the Manatee River at De Soto 
National Memorial in west Bradenton. The nest is the fi rst in the location this year and the second in as many 
years. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Most loggerhead sea turtles nesting in the region 
get a view of sea oats as they emerge from the water 
and the sparkling starlight on the Gulf of Mexico as 
they return.
 Not so for the female sea turtle who left a clutch of 
eggs on the edge of De Soto National Memorial Park 
in west Bradenton June 10. This turtle crawled from 
the Manatee River toward a tangle of seagrape trees, 
laid her eggs and then turned back to the river and the 
expansive view of Emerson Point.
 The nesting habit of the turtle surprised conserva-
tion offi cials for two reasons — the selection of the 
riverbank as a nesting sight and nesting so late in the 
morning. A trail walker in the park saw the turtle at 
about 8 a.m.
 Last year, another sea turtle nest — the only one 
in 40 years, according to one ranger — was found in 
the park but it yielded no hatchlings. When members 
of Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch unearthed the nest 
last October they found soggy, unfertilized eggs.
 “This would be a whole new habitat,” Suzi Fox of 
Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch said of the riverfront 
nest. She surveyed the nest site June 17 to make sure 
she saw no predator tracks, specifi cally raccoons.
 She also checked the high tide line, which appeared 
to be about six feet from the nest marked by stakes.
 “It’s close,” Fox said, but added that the beach area 
seemed too narrow to move the nest backward.  With the nest in a national park, and in a site not 

frequently visited by sea turtles, responsibility for moni-
toring the nest remained undetermined last week.
 AMITW walkers are on state permits to monitor 
nesting on Anna Maria Island, but those permits do not 
extend to De Soto National Memorial. Yet, the park 
rangers are not trained to monitor sea-turtle nests.
 “There are some questions that aren’t answered 
yet,” Fox said.
 While sea turtle nests at De Soto National Memo-

rial are uncommon, they are not unusual in sites con-
trolled by the U.S. Department of the Interior.
 The Interior Department monitors sea-turtle nesting 
at the Gulf Islands National Seashore in Florida and 
Mississippi and the Dry Tortugas National Park is the 
most active turtle-nesting site in the Florida Keys.
 A few loggerhead nests are now found at Texas’ 
Padre Island National Seashore each year and federal 
offi cials believe loggerheads have probably always 
nested on Padre Island.

Mote Marine treating pygmy killer whales

Mote Marine Laboratory’s Dolphin and Whale Hos-
pital is treating two pygmy killer whales. To follow 
a journal on the whales’ care, visit www.mote.org. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy Mote Marine Laboratory

Nesting by the numbers
 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch reported 58 
loggerhead sea turtle nests on the beach as of June 
22. AMITW also reported 26 false crawls.
 Nesting season continues through October, with 
the fi rst hatchlings due about July 12.

 Mote Marine Laboratory is treating two male 
pygmy killer whales, believed to be young adults.
 The whales arrived to Mote’s Dolphin and Whale 
Hospital June 16. One whale was found swimming into 
mangroves along the causeway to Boca Grande and the 
second had beached itself nearby.
 Anglers in the area tried to help the swimming 
animal and contacted the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, according to a news release 
from Mote.
 FWC then transported the whales to Mote, where 
chief veterinarian Charles Manire reported that both ani-
mals were weak and needed assistance in the water.
 The whales — one nicknamed “Pete” after the cap-
tain of the boat that found him and the other named 
“Dallas” — were given fl uids and treated with antibiot-

ics while they underwent initial diagnostic tests.
 “We have seen three pygmy killer whales here 
before, but it’s been almost 10 years since the last one,” 
Manire said. “I’m especially concerned because two of 
those suffered from parasites in the brain, a condition 
that is life threatening.”
 Pygmy killer whales are found in tropical and subtropi-
cal oceanic waters around the world, including the Gulf of 
Mexico, but they do not normally enter shallow, nearshore 
waters. The whale’s body appears mostly dark, with white 
areas on the belly and lips. The average adult length is more 
than 8 feet, according to the National Audubon Society.

Coast Guard Auxiliary 
holds boating course

 The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 83 
will conduct a safe boating course at 9 a.m. July 
12, at the American Legion  Post 24, 2000 75th St. 
W., Bradenton. 
 Enrollment in the course is free, but materials 
cost $35-$40.
 For more information, call Robert Scott at 
941-758-5954.
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Everything ‘fi shy’ 
almost a repeat 

of last week
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 It’s same-same in the fishing world, with good 
catches of redfi sh and trout in the bays, as well as grou-
per and snapper offshore.
 Don’t forget the Florida Fishing College Outdoor 
and Recreation Show at the Manatee Civic Center at One 
Haben Blvd. in Palmetto June 27-28. It runs from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. both days, and will feature local guides such as Capt. 
Thom Smith and Capt. Rick Gross. The event is free. 

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier says it’s all 
mackerel, jacks, mangrove snapper and fl ounder for 
the anglers there.
 At the Anna Maria City Pier, Dave Sork says its 
macks, small sharks, black drum, snapper plus catch-
and-release snook under the pier. 

Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait and 
Tackle on Cortez Road said his offshore charters are 
producing lots of grouper and snapper for his char-
ters, plus mackerel, triggerfi sh, banded rudderfi sh and 
amberjack farther offshore. 

Capt. Tom Chaya on the Dolphin Dreams out of 
Holmes Beach said he’s fi nding tarpon fi shing is hold-
ing up in the passes and beaches, trout fi shing also good 
on better tides in the deeper seagrass beds, and redfi sh 
and snook on sandbar edges in Miguel Bay. 

Capt. Mark Johnston out of Annie’s said his 
backwater charters are producing redfi sh, many in the 
slot limits, trout in Sarasota Bay, mangrove snapper and 
mackerel along the beaches. 

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish Char-
ters said he’s fi nding hot, hot, hot palegic action offshore 
of Anna Maria Island. “Believe it or not we are catching 
lots of smoker kingfi sh up to 45 pounds, big cobia, mahi 
mahi dolphin (not fl ipper), red and gag grouper, Ameri-
can red snapper, mangrove snapper, yellowtail snap-
per, amberjacks, triggerfi sh, big sharks, barracudas and 
catch-and-release goliath grouper. The kingfi sh action has 
been hot around 65-feet with cobia hanging with them. 
What’s unusual is that the surface water temperature is at 
90 degrees — and thats hot for Kingfi sh — and there is 
lots of bait out there for them. Best grouper and snapper 
action is out past the 100-foot depths.”
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach says, “It’s time for troll-
ing offshore for dolphin, wahoo and tuna anywhere 
from 30 miles and out. Grouper and snapper fi shing 
remain good even though it’s very hot out there. Inshore 
shark fi shing is as good as it gets, with blacktip, bull 
sharks and spinner sharks, bonnetheads and black 
nose.” For backwater anglers, there are lots of redfi sh 
being caught, with some too big to keep. 
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee Jay II said that 
mangrove snapper are coming on strong in local bays. 
“They can be found with numerous gag grouper and an 
occasional fl ounder fi shing any deep structure around 
the area. Spotted sea trout are still coming in pretty good 
in north Sarasota Bay. They are of average size and can 
be caught with whitebait, small pinfi sh, shrimp and plas-
tic baits over deep seagrass beds on good tides. There 
are also ladyfi sh, jacks, bluefi sh and a stray Spanish 
mackerel in the same areas. Snook and redfi sh action 
is about-average around the area. Large reds will be 
schooling up on really shallow fl ats and schools will 
gang up around docks similar to a winter pattern. In 
the nearshore Gulf around the mouth of Tampa Bay and 
the southeast bay, there are numerous shark, bonito and 
Spanish mackerel. Tarpon should begin spawning out on 
the next couple of full moons as well and the big pre-
spawn schools will be diminishing in size and numbers 
but the big herrings will still be available to anglers for 
several more months.”

Monster cobia
Aaron Davis hooked this monster cobia while fi shing with some of his buddies on a charter trip with Capt. Tom 
Chaya.

Center to host fi shing tourney
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center’s Fish-
ing Tournament will take place July 25-27.
 A total of $16,000 in cash payouts will be made to 
winners in inshore and offshore categories.
 The tournament will begin with a captains’ meeting 
July 25, followed by fi shing on July 26 and an awards 
banquet July 27. The registration fee for boats will be 
$300 before July 18, $350 after.
 Along with the major tournament, the Center will 
host a children’s fi shing tournament on July 26 with a 
number of prizes.
 For more information, call 941-778-1908, ext. 
9203.

Big linesider
Kenny Cope, right, of Tampa, caught this big snook while fi shing with Capt. Mark Howard aboard SumoTime 
Charters. 

 At Snead Island Crab House, Dave Johnson 
says there are good reports of redfi sh and trout from 
the Miguel Bay area and just inside the mouth of the 
Manatee River. Also, he said, “mackerel are all over 
the place.”
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include lots of 
trout and sharks coming out of Terra Ceia Bay, and 
some redfi sh

Capt. Rick Gross says tarpon are still being caught, 
with three boated and three lost last week. Mangrove 
snapper action is hot right now, and redfi sh and trout 
made up the rest of his catch.
 On my boat Magic, we limited-out on redfi sh up to 
25 inches, plus trout to 20 inches as well as mackerel 
and snapper. 
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 

Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.
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 “It’s the fi rst major energy bill we’ve had in a 
while,” said Bennett, adding that promoting a sus-
tainable Florida is “really about what we want for 
your children and your children’s children.… It’s 
worth going green.”
 Karnas told the audience that businesses, not 
environmental activists, will save the planet.
 He mentioned a few “Inconvenient Truth” 
cautions — such as a rise in sea level that would 
severely alter Florida’s coastlines. “We cannot go on 
and prosper in a carbon-constrained world,” Karnas 
said.
 But Karnas said he preferred to focus on the 
momentum for “moving toward a low-carbon econ-
omy” and the innovative work in Florida.
 A number of Florida companies and entrepre-
neurs are on the front line of the fi ght against climate 
change, Karnas said, adding that the green market 
is “the mother of all markets and the opportunities 
for Florida will be tremendous.”
 During a question-and-answer session, chamber 

member Stewart Moon, of Island-based 
Air and Energy, asked how consumers 

could identify “green” companies 
from businesses that simply use 

“green” as a marketing tool.
 “I worry about ‘green’ get-
ting abused,” Moon said. “I 
think a lot of people want to 
sell ‘green,’ not be ‘green.’”

 Karnas said some compa-
nies “greenwash” their work, 

but industries have environmen-
tal standards that can be used as 

a green gauge by companies.
 Other seminar attendees asked about 

the chamber’s plans to identify and honor 
green businesses. The organization plans to 

investigate adopting a green best-practices program.
 Other chamber goals include providing training 
in green building and working with the county to 
develop credits and incentives for green building.

Rays hot on the fi eld, warm at the gate
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 While summer offi cially arrived June 21, sports 
on the Island is in the “chill” mode. So off we go to a 
Major League Baseball game.
 The Tampa Bay Rays won another exciting game 
June 21 with a come-from-behind 4-3 victory over the 
Houston Astros thanks to a two-run double in the bottom 
of the ninth inning by Gabe Gross. Gross’ double scored 
Cliff Floyd and Eric Hinkse to erase a 3-2 defi cit.
 The win improves the Rays’ record to 44-30 and 
thanks to consecutive losses by the Boston Red Sox, 
the Rays pulled to within a half game of fi rst place in 
the American League Eastern division as of June 21.
 Despite all of the Rays recent successes, they still 
are second from the bottom in home attendance, aver-
aging just more than 18,000 fans per game. That fi gure 
is skewed upward thanks to a recent visit from the Chi-
cago Cubs. They came into town sporting baseball’s 
best record. Cub fans were out in mass with more than 
30,000 fans in attendance for each game of the series.
 Unfortunately for Cub fans, the Rays swept them out 
of town, winning all three exciting games. The next night 
brought the Astros into the Trop and fewer than 15,000 
fans showed up. The June 21 game against the Astros 
drew almost 30,000 fans, but that was due in part to a 
free post-game concert featuring Kool and the Gang.
 Back when the Bucs and Lightning were bad teams, 
they, too, had poor attendance and sometimes more fans 
rooting for the opposing team, but once they started 
winning at home, fans started fi lling up the Ice Palace 
and the Big Sombrero.
 That begs the question of why aren’t the Rays,  
arguably one of the best teams in Major League Base-
ball, not able to consistently draw more fans? Bad 
timing has a lot to do with it. People are having to cut 
back in these economic times of prices hovering at $4 

per gallon for gas and some people are getting laid off 
from jobs.
 Had this surprising Rays run occurred last season, 
I believe the team’s attendance would have been sig-
nifi cantly better. Hopefully, with about half a season to 
go, the Rays’ attendance fi gures will continue to rise, 
especially if they are playing signifi cant games in Sep-
tember.
 If you haven’t been out to the Trop to catch a game, 
give it a try. Ticket prices are as low as $10 and parking 
is free for vehicles with four or more people in tow.

Surf camp coming
 The West Coast Surf Shop and professional surfer 
Ryan Helm are teaming up for a surf camp June 30-July 
4 at the White Avenue beachfront in Holmes Beach. 
Participants will learn the basics of surfi ng, such as how 
to spot a wave to ride, paddle, stand up and, ultimately, 
ride the board all the way into the beach.
 The day camp will run from 9 a.m. to noon Monday 
through Thursday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday.
 Lessons on ocean safety, sun safety and the envi-
ronment also will take place, as well as games and 
activities on the beach throughout the week-long, fun-
fi lled camp.
 For more information, fees or to sign up, call West 
Coast Surf Shop at 941-778-1001.

Center summer activities
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center teen 
program is enjoying sunset volleyball, relaxed games 
on alternate Tuesday evenings at the Manatee Public 
Beach. 
 Teens — ages 11-17 — are welcome to come out 
and play, while socializing and enjoying the sand and 
sunset. Games will be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. July 

1, July 22, Aug. 5 and Aug. 12. Meet at the beach or 
catch a ride from the Center at 5:45 p.m.
 The Center is also inviting teens to attend a Ropes 
Course Challenge —a challenging outdoor personal 
development and team-building activity, consisting of 
high and/or low elements. Low elements take place on 
the ground or only a few feet above the ground. High ele-
ments are constructed in trees or made of utility poles. 
 The program includes a day of low ropes with a cer-
tifi ed instructor from Common Ground Adventures.
 Day 2 will be on location at Dayspring, a retreat 
built by the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida 
on the north bank of the Manatee River just east of 
Ellenton. Dayspring has a high rope course that pro-
vides participants with an opportunity to develop team-
work and trust as they overcome obstacles and exercise 
problem-solving skills. 
 Lunch will be provided both days.
 Registration is ongoing and the program will be 
held Monday, July 21, and Tuesday, July 22.
 Next at the Center is a British Soccer Camp, Aug. 
11-15, with registration under way now. The camp for 
boys and girls ages 4 to 16 will be held at the Center 
soccer fi eld in a two-hour morning or evening session.
 For more information on Center sports activities, 
call athletic director Andy Jonatzke at 941-778-1908, 
or e-mail andy@islandcommunitycenter.org.

Horseshoe news
 Perfection was apparently quite hard to accomplish 
during horseshoe action at the Anna Maria City Hall 
pits over the past week. Any doubt as to who was top 
dog during the June 14, June 18 sessions was quickly 
erased due to the fact that during each session, only one 
team was able to forge a perfect 3-0 pool play record.
 The June 14 competition saw John Johnson and 
Ron Pepka grabbing fi rst place outright while the June 
18 matches saw Ernie Moon and Debbie Rhodes win 
all three matches to claim bragging rights for the day.
 The team of Lee Butts and Tom Rhodes grabbed 
second place after a playoff on June 14, while the 
team of one, George McKay, grabbed second-place 
honors.
Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The men of the Key Royale Club played a nine-
hole, individual-low-net golf game on June 16. Jim 
Jorgensen, Dick Mills, Richard Westby and Matt Behan 
all carded 8-under-par 24s to tie for fi rst place. 

Sign up now for golf challenge
 The Manatee High School Her-icanes girls soccer 
team — and your Islander sports writer and team coach 
— are again hosting a fundraising golf tournament to 
kick off their year and raise funds for uniforms, warmup 
suits and tournament travel. 
 The event will be held at the Bradenton Country 
Club at 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6, when for a $100 dona-
tion, players can test their golf skills in a four-person 
scramble at one of the area’s most exclusive and chal-
lenging layouts.
 All players registered by Aug. 1 will receive a 
goody bag, cart and greens fees, a post-tourney banquet 
at the club and guaranteed fun throughout the day. Also 
on tap are a straightest-drive contest, two closest-to-
the-pin contests, a putting contest and plenty of prize 
drawings. The fi eld is limited to the fi rst 100 golfers, 
so don’t delay. 
 The Her-icanes are also looking for tournament 
sponsors to help their cause. For $800, a business can 
purchase a Hat Trick package, including foursome for 
golf and the banquet, tee or green sign on the course 
and a banner that will be displayed at all Manatee Her-
icane home soccer games. A Golden Goal sponsorship 
package includes a foursome and a tee or green sign on 
the course for $500. A tee or green sign for the tourna-
ment is $125.
 To sign up, send a foursome list with each play-
er’s phone number and a check payable to Manatee 
Girls Soccer Booster. Mail to Her-icane Coach Kevin 
Cassidy, 2011 79th St. N.W., Bradenton FL 34209. For 
more information, call me 941-807-1105.

Manatee chamber hosts 
‘green’ pep rally

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Local business leaders attended a pep rally to 
promote enterprise and environmentalism through 
the Manatee County Chamber of Commerce.
 The message at the chamber’s “Going Green 
… What Does it Really Mean?” seminar May 28 
seemed clear — businesses that work to protect 
Mother Earth just might strike the mother lode.
 Or, as seminar speaker Gerald “Jerry” Karnas 
put it, as American businesses get greener, there will 
be pains, but also a lot of gains.
 Karnas is the director of the Environmental 
Defense Fund’s Florida Climate Project. Other 
speakers included state Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bra-
denton, a force behind the state’s new energy bill, 
and chamber leaders Neil Spirtas and Steve Suau.
 The chamber hosted the seminar as the fi rst in 
a summer series and part of the group’s new “green 
business initiative” to “preserve our precious natu-
ral resources while providing environmentally 
responsible energy solutions and protect-
ing our unique quality of life.”
 People who attended the semi-
nar came with a range of busi-
ness interests and work in vari-
ous locations in the county, 
from Lakewood Ranch to 
Anna Maria Island. 
 Bennett pointed out key 
elements in the state’s new 
energy bill, which creates a 
Florida Energy and Climate 
Commission, authorizes the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection to set pollution limits for 
utilities and require companies to buy 
carbon credits when they exceed those limits, 
requires new vehicles sold in Florida to pollute less, 
requires private electrical utilities to generate some 
power from renewable sources and strengthens 
building codes and energy effi ciency standards.
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Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
a
p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 

yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE 
REPUTATION

RESULTS

HERON’S WATCH 10 Min. to beachs. 3/2, 2 car garage. 4.5 yrs old. fenced, 
room for pool.  $259,000. 

 3/2 waterfront,  large lot, lush landscape, upgrades, 
          room for pool. $299,900.

4 bedroom, handicap accessible, Birch cabinets, Corian tops, 
Large covered porch. Extras, Like new. $295,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $239,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5BR/3BA Pristine Palma Sola. 2,875 sf. Many extras. $699,000. 
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2BR/1.5 BA 304 58th St. HB

ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.

$161,297

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Investor’s Opportunity! 3BR/2BA 
Family Room, Lanai, West Bradenton. 

Apply TLC and rent! 
$169,900 $159,900

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2-3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $169,312.

Mariner’s Cove Direct Bay 
3BR 2BA Condo $643,401

http://tours4.vht.com/CBF/T1162780

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

sunco1@tampabay.rr.com

REAL ESTATE LLC
MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

AA

nnnn
aa MMaarriiaa RReeaallttyy

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

FEATURED PROPERTY
Custom-designed home with two guest bed-
rooms and bath, PLUS Master bedroom located 
on second level.  Beautiful craftsmanship 
evident throughout.  Open-designed kitchen 
adjacent to living room and dining area.  Spa-
cious deck and peeks of water as beach is only 
450 ft. away.  Landscaping complete. Room for 
a pool!  Asking $1,295,000.

AME fourth- and fi fth-grade FCAT results released
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 With students already settling into the lazy days of 
summer vacation, the Florida Comprehensive Assess-
ment Test scores in reading and math for Anna Maria 
Elementary School fourth- and fi fth-graders have fi nally 
been released.
 The scores are representative of all students who 

took the FCAT exam and do not exclude students who 
may have disabilities or needed accommodations. 
 In fourth-grade, 87 percent of students achieved 
a proficiency level in reading. In math, 88 percent 
achieved profi ciency levels. 
 AME students continue to rank more than 10 per-
centage points above district and state results. 
 Fifth-grade students also took the FCAT reading 
and math tests, as well as a science test.
 In reading, 90 percent of AME fi fth-graders scored level 
3 or above, a steady improvement from the previous year.

 In math, 78 percent of fi fth-graders achieved a level 
3 or greater. 
 Fifth-grade is the fi rst grade level in which the sci-
ence portion of the FCAT is administered. And, granted, 
AME fi fth-graders maintained scores above state and 
district averages in math and reading. Statewide only 
43 percent of fi fth-graders achieved a profi ciency level 
in the science test and districtwide the percentage was 
even lower at 39.
 Students at AME excelled with 63 percent of stu-
dents at level 3 or above. 

Eco-cal
Dozens of night-blooming cereus 
opened in Cortez Trailer Park last 
Thursday. This time of year, Island-
ers taking a nighttime stroll might 
see the salt-tolerant, night-blooming 
cereus (hylocereus undatus) bloom-
ing. The plant, according to the U.S. 
Department of Interior, is widespread 
in the American tropics, though not 
considered native to Florida. Observ-
ers will see that the areoles are about 
1.5 inches apart, with one to fi ve 
spines. The night-blooming cereus is 
an ornamental climbing plant, with 
aerial roots that can reach more than 
30 feet. The blooms appear at night 
and close soon after daybreak. The 
showy, fragrant white fl owers bloom 
in late spring to early summer. If 
pollinated, the night-blooming cereus 
produces red edible fruit. Islander 
Photo: Edna Tiemann

Special honor, 
special woman

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 Cortez village’s own political leader has her own 
special Cortez place now, and it happened amid a 
shower of tears and happy applause. 
 Jane von Hahmann is the Manatee County commis-
sioner for the area, and has been a part of Cortez for 32 
years, helping run a business there, rearing a family and 
ultimately serving the county on its governing commis-
sion. 
 She was active in 1990 in the formation of the vil-
lage’s core civic organization, Florida Institute for Saltwa-
ter Heritage, and has remained with the organization. 
 At a meeting last week, FISH acknowledged her 
contributions to the village by naming its newest facil-
ity “the Jane von Hahmann Playground.”
 The honoree was present, as she has been at many 
FISH meetings through the years, and she was over-
come. 
 “I don’t deserve this” von Hahmann cried. “You 
can’t do it. I’m not good enough.” 
 They did it, though, passed unanimously the 
required legislation and instructed the board of direc-
tors formally to notify von Hahmann’s fellow commis-
sioners and Manatee County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
“Chips” Shore of the action. Shore and his department 
are in charge of all things historic in the county, and 
he has been especially atuned in the county’s historic 
commercial fi shing village. 
 The playground is being developed on the grounds of 
the Florida Maritime Museum adjacent to the FISH Pre-
serve, which von Hahmann helped acquire years ago. 
 “She has been wonderful to Manatee County and 
she is wonderful for Cortez,” said Allen Garner, FISH 
president. 

 She was instrumental in bringing Waterfronts 
Florida to Cortez and taking its vision plan through its 
processes and to the county’s government, it was noted 
at the meeting. This is the controlling set of zoning 
guidelines that determine what happens in the historic 

overlay that protects Cortez from development and 
other such intrusions.
 And she and husband Rocky and their three sons 
may be the nearest neighbors to the Jane von Hahmann 
Playground – they reside just across the street. 



26  JUNE 25, 2008  THE ISLANDER

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
ITEMS FOR SALE

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, 
$350. Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 
941-778-1102. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. Closed Tuesdays. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST ON ANNA Maria Island: Man’s box-chain, 
sterling-silver bracelet, very sentimental. Reward. 
Please, call 863-214-3886.

LOST EARRING JUNE 17 on beach at 77th Street, 
Holmes Beach. Gold with zirconium, very sentimen-
tal. Please, call 813-956-5316.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, 
fl ute, saxophone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call 
Scott Achor, 941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 
941-758-0395. Rock on!

NIKI’S ISLAND TREASURES, 5351 Gulf Drive. 
Open seven days. Best prices, best selection. All 
sterling silver jewelry 50-75 percent off. Select vin-
tage jewelry, paintings, beach furniture, glassware 
and antiques 20-80 percent off. 941-779-0729.

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 
941-720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

2000 LAND ROVER SE7, 117,000 miles, excellent 
condition, fully loaded. $6,200.00, 941-928-8735.

1988 CADILLAC DEVILLE runs great. 78,000 
miles, new tires, battery, brakes, cold air condi-
tioner, power everything. $1,000 or best offer. 
941-779-2131, leave message.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfish, Laser, 
Zuma and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

RENT 70-FOOT SLIP at Longboat Key Moor-
ings. Below market, annual or seasonal. 
941-321-3311.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS: The best news in town 
and the best results from classifi ed ads!

BOATS & BOATING

2004 CHAPARRAL 280 SSI, twin 5.76 diesel 
engines with 90 hours. All available options, includ-
ing windlass custom anchor, refrigeration, head, 
sink, extended swim platform, transom, shower, 
very high frequency radio, Garmin GPS, fl ush kits, 
etc. $55,000, or best offer, 941-778-3416. 

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Res-
taurant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 
941-778-3953.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought at Ooh La La! 
Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 p.m., 5406 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE agent to work full time 
on Anna Maria. Send resume to Mike Norman Realty 
Inc., 3101 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on stra-
tegic Longboat corner. Many business uses pos-
sible: gas/convenience store, bank, restaurant, etc. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

FLORIST SHOP: PROFITABLE, established busi-
ness and attached 4BR pool home near beach. 
Work at home and live in luxury for $999,000. Busi-
ness also available separately. Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

KIDS4HIRE

ISLAND TUTORING. Manatee High School fresh-
man Chris Perez tutors elementary or middle school 
children. Call 941-778-2979.

CALL ALEXANDRA, 15, for babysitting or odd-
jobs. Red Cross certifi ed in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
941-778-5352

ISLAND TEEN EXPERIENCED, and certifi ed child 
care with Safe Sitter, CPR and Red Cross train-
ing, seven days a week. Maggie, 941-447-4632 or 
941-778-8405.

Jim     Anderson Realty CompanyJim     Anderson Realty Company
6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.comwww.jimandersonrealty.com

It’s a great time to buy!
Prices are down and there’s so much to 
choose from. Call a realtor you trust with 
over 24 years experience in real estate 
sales, property management, vacation 
rentals and commercial leasing.

Gayle Schulz
Broker / Associate / Notary Public

(941) 812-6489  |  gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

ANNUAL RENTAL
7306-B Holmes Blvd, 2BD/2BA duplex. 

$1,100/mo plus utilities.  No pets.

AFFORDABLE CONDO
• 3BR/2BA
• UPDATED!
• IMMACULATE! 
• WEST BRADENTON
   $110,000

GULF DR. TOWNHOUSE
• Unobstructed Beach Views
• 2BR/2.5BA • Furnished
• Great Rental
   $690,000

SALE PENDING!

IMMACULATE & AFFORDABLE
• 2BR/2BA/2CG
• Tropical Landscape
• Casa del Sol, W. Bradenton
$197,900

30 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty www.mikenormanrealty.comINC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

Key Royale. Outstanding, new, 5,000 sq.ft., 4BR home 
with three full baths and two half baths, two fi replaces, eleva-
tor, heated pool, new dock and loads of privacy. Truly a 
gorgeous home!

2 Brand new bayfront fl ats.  3BR/2BA each with a 
shared pool. The end of the road doesn’t get any better 
than this.  Old town feel with modern conveniences over-
looking Anna Maria Sound with a new dock.

Fantastic opportunity to own cracker house on the 
bay. Older 3BR/2BA, new dock on deep water with 
boat lift. Lush landscaping and natural shoreline. Ready 
to restore or build new. 

Gulffront retreat. 3BR/3BA plus 5 private fully-
equipped apartments. Small pool. $2,999,000. 

Two townhouses. Two story, 2BR/1.5BA each side.  
Decks and covered parking.  Ground fl oor tile throughout.  
Stone’s throw to beach.  Show anytime! $620,000.

Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244

Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

5309 Gulf  Drive  •  Holmes  Beach
www.gul fbayreal ty.com

IMPERIAL HOUSE 
Full unobstructed Gulf 
views from this ground 
fl oor end unit in Imperial 
House. Deeded beach 
access ,  pool ,  f ishing 
dock are just a few of the 
amenities at this 55-plus 
condo. $324,900. 

SANDY POINTE
Great 2nd fl oor unit with 
views of the bay. Turnkey 
furnished and ready to 
go. Would make a great 
home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and 
close to everything. Seller 
will pay the fi rst 3 months 
condo fees for the buyer! 
$279,000

SUNSET LANDINGS
Full Gulf views from the 
upstairs master bedroom 
and living/dining room 
downstairs. Across the 
street from community 
bike path and direct 
beach access. Three large 
deck/patios. Good rental 
income. Charming beach 
decor. $619,000
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2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

Dennis Girard, Realtor, 941-809-0041

Joanne Zimmerman, Realtor, 941-228-3769

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

DEEDED 
VACATIONS 

FOR LIFE
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Dennis Girard RRRRRRealtor 941 809 000 41

Fractional Ownership 

Starting at

$22,000 
FINANCING AVAILABLE

This advertisement is being used for the purpose of soliciting fractional ownership sales as governed by Florida Statutes Chapter 721 entitled the 
Florida Vacation Plan and Timesharing Act. This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy in any state or other jurisdiction in which 
registration requirements have not been met. 

KIDS4HIRE Continued

BABYSITTING AND PETSITTING. Teen with 
child daycare experience and Red Cross certi-
fi ed available all summer. Katie, 941-778-1491 or 
941-447-4057.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953. 

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. 
Flat rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 
941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your 
computer misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service 
and private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 
941-545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING, wash away 
mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

SERVICES Continued

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

LIGHT CARPENTRY, HOME repairs, handyman 
work, deck repairs, dock repairs, etc. Retired trades-
man, Island resident. No job too small. Call Steve 
Doyle 941-778-1708.

TUTORING: MATH. ALL levels up to college in your 
home. Call 941-932-2812.

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37-years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

THE ISLAND’S CLEANING and pet-sitting services. 
Serving Anna Maria Island, Longboat Key and north-
west Bradenton. Free Estimates, 941-592-5464.

MILLENIUM CLEANING. YOUR home cleaned to 
perfection. 10-year Island resident. Numerous refer-
ences. Sherry, 941-518-8616.

SEWING: HEMMING, BUTTONS, minor alterations, 
cushion covers, ironing. Errands: grocery, doctor’s 
appointments.  Call Terry, 941-778-3125.

QUALITY PAINTING. INTERIOR, exterior, custom 
painting. Competitive rates. Professional workman-
ship, general liability and worker’s compensation 
insured. Call Wes for a quote, 941-720-0430.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

SERVICES Continued

WASH AND FOLD Service: Formerly at Holmes 
Beach Laundromat, now available for pickup and 
delivery to your door. Ironing, too. Call Cheryl, 
941-773-1631.

COMPUTER GOT YOU down? Got a virus? Need 
wireless, network setup? Web site? Need help? Call 
JC, 941-484-7487.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244. 

PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINING: Private studio, 
certifi ed trainer, 16 years experience. Specializing in 
sport-specifi c training, improving balance, strength, 
and stamina. Toni Lyon, 941-928-8735.

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE WEEKENDS and week-
nights. Experienced woman, Island references, 
patient, caring and responsible. 941-726-5838.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs cov-
ered! Print work: logos brochures, brand identity. Web 
design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon at Smashcat 
Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach more than Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 20,000 people weekly 

with your ad for as little as $12! with your ad for as little as $12! 
Call 778-7978Call 778-7978

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941.778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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ANSWERS TO JUNE 25 PUZZLE

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

SERVICES Continued

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details. LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 
941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 
941-778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 
941-301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. Tropical landscape specialist. 
Residential and commercial. 30-years experience. 
941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

RAINMAKER IRRIGATION SERVICE and repair. 
Keep your lawn green. Special summer rates. 
941-518-3362 or 941-792-8307.

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Beth, a 
1-year-old female 
calico, found 
wandering the 
streets but now 
spayed/micro 
chipped and 
ready for you. 
$60. Call Julie 

at SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-0202, or 
Manatee Humane Society, 941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

St
at

e 
Li

ce
ns

e 
# 

- S
CC

13
11

49
99

5

“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Full Service Lawn Care & More 
Providing Quality and Dependable Service Since 1987 

Commercial • Residential • Condominiums & 
Apartment Complexes • Shopping Centers • 

Trimming • Clean-Ups • Dumpsters
 

Free Estimates 
941-798-9025 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

J&M
Tree Service

Trimming • Topping • Removal • Stump grinding

941-527-7020
affordable • free estimates • insured

MENTION THIS AD, 
GET 10% OFF!

FREE
MULCH

Cleaning and 
pet-sitting services 
in the comfort of 
your own home

Island residents 
for 20 years

Islands Cleaning  & Pet-Sitting Services

“They’re our family too”        941-592-5464

Appliance Repair 
24/7 Same Day Emergency Service 

Just Call the Doc!

15% off Repair

Office: 941-794-8711    
Emergencies: 941-565-2580 

Serving all Makes

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

Thanks for saying “I saw it in

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 
941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.
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Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M

A
#0

01
75

50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
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77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 words: $40. Box: $4. 
(Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) ______________   __________   __________   __________    or TFN start date: ____________________

Amt. pd _____________________ Date ________________  Ck. No.❏  ____________ Cash ❏ __________  By ____________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________________________

Name shown on card: _______________________________________________________card exp. date _________ / _______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill _________________________________Billing address zip code ______________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

PETER’S HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Home Repair
(Handyman Service)
• Soffit & Fascia
•Painting - Interior
& Exterior
• Ceiling Fans

• House Watching/
  Property Management
• Cleaning (Maid)
  Services
  …and everything 
  in between

Licensed and Insured
No Job is Too Small 941.524.4568

www.phs-bradenton.com

We speak Dutch and 
German too!

Service Vendors Wanted 
www.rentmefl orida.com 

941-474-2882

Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 
people weekly with your ad –for as little as $12!

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

DO YOU NEED a professional handyman that can 
take charge of the services needed for your home? 
941-580-3312.

SDB HOME REPAIR LLC: Handyman, painting, tile 
work, sheetrock, hauling, electrical, light plumbing. 
941-312-2239.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 
941-795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 
800-749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide variety, 
changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-0202, 
or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

NEW FURNISHED 1BR/1BA annual at Sunny 
Shores. Mile from Anna Maria Island, marina, on 
Intracoastal Waterway. $700/month, senior discount. 
941-224-6521.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA, second-fl oor, corner condo. 
Views of Skyway Bridge. $1,100/month for six 
months. 941-778-9710.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com. 

2BR/2BA ANNUAL Bradenton Beach elevated 
duplex. Garage plus covered parking. Nonsmok-
ing, small pets considered. Close to beach. $950/
month. 480-586-4074.

NEW OWNERSHIP: 1BR and 2BR apartments, half 
block from water. Available now and on the fi rst. 3611 
117th Street W. Call Pat McClary, 941-920-6637. 
www.fl oridarealestateteam.com.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large duplex unit, 
2BR/2BA, den, hookups, central air conditioner, 
$975/month, $1,000 security. 941-962-5827. 

PRIME STOREFRONT LOCATION in heart of 
downtown commercial area of Holmes Beach, high 
visibility, 1,800 sf., 941-746-8666. 

2/BR DUPLEX NEAR Blake, one block off Cortez 
Road, extra clean, $725/month. 941-761-4040.

RENTALS Continued

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA TURNKEY furnished rental 
in Bradenton Beach. Three-night minimum, $125/
night, $850/week. Sleeps six 941-794-5980 or 
941-779-4713.

ANNUAL 1BR/1BA DUPLEX in Bradenton Beach. 
Steps to Gulf, clean, quiet. First month rent and 
security, $740/month. No smoking. No pets. Call 
evenings, 219-322-0149.

WATERFRONT: BIMINI BAY, Anna Maria, annual, 
1BR/1BA, boat moorage, water and garbage 
included, $950/month, information at http://goff-
club/510B. 941-795-0504.

ANNUAL UNATTACHED DUPLEX: 2BR/1BA, 
north Holmes Beach, $900/month plus utilities. 
941-778-7003.

HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA apartment. 100 feet 
from bay. First, last, security deposit, $795/month. 
949-813-4900.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA redecorated. Annual, 
$750/month, furnished. Most utilities paid. Call 
941-758-9133.

ANNUAL BAYVIEW CONDO: Holmes Beach, 
2BR/2BA, second fl oor. Old Florida Realty, Sharon, 
941-778-3377 or 941-713-9096.

ANNUAL DUPLEX: ANNA Maria, 2BR/1BA, 
screened breezeway, washer/dryer if needed. Walk 
to beach and bay, near community center. Water 
and garbage included, $875/month. 941-756-8787, 
941-747-5071.

NEAR BEACH 1BR/1BA duplex. Covered park-
ing, utility room with washer/dryer hookup, no pets. 
$750/month plus utilities, $750 security deposit. 
941-538-8200.

IMAGINE CHRISTMAS IN your annual rental 100 
steps to the beach! Dec. 1, 2008 – December 
1, 2009. 2BR/2BA Townhouse.120 52nd Street, 
Holmes Beach. $1,200/month. First, last and secu-
rity. References, 330-758-3857.

ISLAND BAYFRONT TRIPLEX steps to Gulf, nicely 
renovated 2BR/1BA with washer/dryer, $1,050/
month. 1BD/1BA, $875/month, fi rst and security. 
352-242-0167. Furnished weekly rentals available 
at http://www.vrbo.com/171842.

BRADENTON BEACH BRAND new duplex, block 
from beach. 3BR/3BA two-car garage, granite 
kitchen, marble baths, offi ce, eight-person Jacuzzi, 
elevator, balconies overlooking Gulf and Intrac-
oastal. Turnkey furnished, absolutely pristine, no 
pets, $2200/month annually with option to buy. Call 
Lisa, 860-601-3838.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers. 
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 28

RENTALS Continued

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

ANNUAL DUPLEX 3BR/2BA, washer/dryer hookup, 
tile floors, $900/month. 2BR/2BA, tile floors. 
1BR/1BA, $700/month. No pets. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty, 941-778-7500.

BRADENTON BEACH: LARGE furnished studio 
apartment. Washer, dryer and utilities included, 200 
feet from Gulf. $850/month, available July 1. Call 
941-713-4119.

KEY ROYALE CANALFRONT paradise. 2BR/2BA, 
tropical pool with spa, two boat lifts, minutes to Gulf. 
Don’t miss it! $2,300/month, annual, available Aug. 
1. 941-730-1086. 

ANNA MARIA ANNUAL rental, available July 1. 
Beautiful and quaint effi ciency apartment with new 
appliances and cabinet. New high-effi ciency air con-
ditioner, laminate wood fl oors, granite countertops. 
One block to Gulf of Mexico beaches and backyard 
dock on LaVista Bayou. Water and trash services 
provided. One person, small pet possible. $745/
month. First month and $1,000 security deposit. 
Call 941-778-9158.

ANNUAL 1BR BEACH cottage, Gulf view, no pets, 
no smoking. First, last, security. 518-885-9092 or 
518-618-8242.

ANNUAL BEAUTIFUL 3BR/2BA Perico Island home 
with two-car garage, association pool and tennis 
courts! $1,575/month plus utilities. Annual 1BR 
with sunroom in Gulffront complex with two pools!  
Beachfront living year-around! Carport. $950/
month plus FPL. Annual 2BR/1BA with carport, 
Mexican tile throughout. $950 plus utilities. �Annual 
2BR/1BA duplex near elementary school.  $850/
month plus utilities. Call Sue at An Island Place 
Realty, 941-779-9320.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

REAL ESTATE

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $469,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA, or 
1BR/2BA plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, 
workshop, carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, fl ow-
ers and privacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum 
roof. Handyman special. $629,000. 941-778-9217.

BIG REDUCTIONS IN price. Canal house. Gulfview 
condo. Direct Gulffront condo. 941-779-1013.

MYAKKA CITY: CLAY Gulley Road, 81 acres, 
gentleman’s ranch. Good hunting, fenced, pond, 
tractor, new barn with 2BR, some furnishings, 
$609,225. Call Jim Boyd, broker, The Boyd Group. 
941-745-8300.

LONGBOAT KEY GULF-SIDE large 2BR/2BA 
condo in great resort. All new windows, roofs, 
siding, paint, landscaping and more! Gulf views, 
pool, tennis and great rentals. Turnkey ready, Sand 
Cay Resort. $559,000. George, 312-321-7501.

BRADENTON BEACH 2BR/2BA with Gulf just 
across the street and terrifi c direct views. $455,000. 
Owner, 941-388-5238.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDO: 2BR/2BA updated, 
second-floor unit. New roof and air conditioner. 
Turnkey furnished, good rental history. Call Susan 
at 863-858-5960 for more information or e-mail 
sbouillez@aol.com. Asking $310,000.

LOT FOR MOBILE home. Beautiful water view! One 
mile to Anna Maria Island. Boat ramp available. Per-
fect for doublewide or divide lot to accommodate 
two singlewides. No age restrictions. Reduced!! 
$105,000. 513-470-3851.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The 
Islander.

REAL ESTATE Continued

NEW 2/BR AND 3/BR villas starting at $499,500. 
Just fi ve minutes from beach, waterfront lots with 
40-foot deep-water slip. Everhart Realty and Devel-
opment. 941-792-0950, 941-504-5554.

BANK-OWNED PROPERTIES. Buy well below the 
market, all types of properties. Call 888-836-4550. 

STORYBOOK HOME WITH room to roam in pri-
vate, fenced grounds or sit by your cozy fi replace. 
Relaxed carefree living, excellent schools, new air 
conditioner, new roof and more. 3BR/2BA, 2-car 
garage, $265,000. Call Dee of Wedebrock Real 
Estate, 941-545-0685, or come by this Sunday 2-4 
p.m to 223 63rd St. N.W., Bradenton.

TIMESHARE FOR SALE: Tortuga Beach Club 
Sanibel Island. On the beach, five stars. One 
or two weeks, June 13 thru June 20, 2008. Call 
941-472-0301 or 561-791-9010 for price.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606.

PRE-BUBBLE PRICE!  Meadowcroft villa for only 
$60,000. Gail Tutewiler, P.A., Wedebrock Real 
Estate, 941-705-0227 or 1-866-587-8559.

TIFFANY PLACE: GULFFRONT beauty for 
$595,350. Gail Tutewiler, Wedebrock Real Estate, 
941-705-0227 or 1-866-587-8559.

PARADISE BAY LAND-OWNED 8x28 mobile, 10x20 
addition, driveway. Many updates, close to Island 
beaches. $50,000 or best offer. Call 941-447-9852 
for more information.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 football fi eld-
sized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month! 
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sun-
siteslandrush.com.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.
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546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.308.6494

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Global market.   Global connections.

941.308.6494 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

306 South Gulf Drive
Adorable Gulffront retreat! Currently 4BR/3BA duplex 
rental with pool and zoned C2.  Huge beach backyard 
for private beach parties and to watch amazing sunsets. 

      $1,790,000

4911 Gulf Drive
Hidden gem! 4BR/3BA with 3-car garage and bonus 
room.  Tropical landscape and lagoon pool back up to 
bay with dock with 20,000-pound lift and room for 2 
boats!  
                            $1,199,000

200 S Gulf Drive 
6 2 units left! Hurry! Bank-owned foreclosure! Beach-
front condos with granite and 10-ft ceilings. Call Terry 
for details. These won’t last at current pricing.

$825,000

Palm Isle Village
Adorable beach cottages – 300 ft to beach! Beautifully 
fi nished and designer furnished with pool and roof 
-top patio. Rental program in place to offset cost.

Priced from the $450s

12324 Egret Harbour Way
Gorgeous patio style home backs up to lush greenery in 
no maintenance Harbour Landings. Loads of amenities: 
tennis, pool and gym. Close to Gulf beach! 

$499,999 

2500 Gulf Drive
Builder short sale! Bring offers! Two new Gulffront town 
homes, beautifully fi nished and furnished. Closed garage 
and pool. Good rentals. Buyer choice. 

$1,199,000

909 North Shore Drive
Bayfront with beach. Beautifully fi nished 3BR/3BA single-
level courtyard home. Exquisite views and huge lanai.  

      $1,590,000

2317-2319 Avenue C  
NEW! One block from beach or bay! Beautiful open 3/2 
plan, granite, 9.5 ceilings, lanai, elevator and quality built.  
Views of Gulf!   

  Priced from the $550s

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

FEATURED PROPERTY

105 81st St. 
WOW! This seller wants a sale! $50,000 price reduction and only second 
house to Gulf beach!  Adorable 3BR/2BA downstairs and 2BR/2BA apart-
ment upstairs.  Perfectly maintained by current owner who rented downstairs 
and lived upstairs. Gulf views from two upstairs lanais.  Inside is smartly fur-
nished and has hardwood fl oors and laundry in both.  Tropically landscaped 
with an adorable deck and tiki hut in back for beach parties.  Rentals in place 
to offset cost!       
                               $749,000.

2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

SUN 1-3, 644 Key Royale Dr, Holmes 
Beach, Beautiful corner lot with large 
boat basin, updated 2BR/2BA, heated 
pool. #573998 $855,000 Hosted by 
Peter Feuerstein 773-9144

Sunday 1-3 Bayfront 4BR/3BA home 
-wood floors, granite counter, ss 
appliances. Balconys, views, dock 
with lift steps to the beach. #577138 
$1,450,000 Deborah Thrasher 
518-7738

Sun 1-3 pm, Runaway Bay, 1801 Gulf 
Drive #289, Bradenton Beach, FULL 
BAY VIEW CONDO. Lovely 2BR/2BA 
with tennis court, pool & exercise 
room, turnkey furnished. #576775 
$399,000 Jim Zoff 447-7747

Sun 1-3, 4523 Nassau, Coral Shores 
2BR/2BA sailboat salt waterfront 
home on cul-de-sac, minutes from 
the Gulf and beaches. Priced $18,000 
under appraisal. #576248 $399,000 
Joe Corbo 731-1523

Sunday 1-3 Perico Bay Club 1105 
Edgewater Circle, 2BR/2BA 2.5 miles to 
beach. Security 24/7 Waterview, conoe 
kayak access, Pools, Spa, Tennis, 1st 
fl oor! Penny Bray 795-6685

Sunday 1-3 Palma Sola Shores - 2107 
Palma Sola Blvd #93, Bradenton, only 
4 from the bay. 2BR/2BA in an active 
55+ land owned community. # 573548 
$135,000 Becky Smith 773-1954

OPEN HOUSE

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

5808 Gulf Drive 106N
Holmes Beach. Furnished 1BR/1.5BA 
with den used as second bedroom. 
Partial Gulf views! $399,000.
ML#568331

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

COASTAL GEORGIA GATED golf and water-
front community located between Savannah and 
St. Simons Island. Fitness center, nature trails, 
tennis, boat docks, special pricing starting at $65k. 
877-266-7376. 

COLORADO RANCH FORECLOSURES: 100-acres 
just $59,900. Other ranches available. Year-round 
roads, access to utilities. Excellent fi nancing available. 
866-696-5263, ext 4289, www.FLlovesCO.com.

HOW ABOUT TENNESSEE? For a list of available 
lake and mountain homes and properties call Lake-
side Realty toll free at 888-291-5253, or visit www.
lakesiderealty-tn.com.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

DOCKABLE TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT! 3.5 acres, 
$49,900. Nicely wooded, gentle slope to water. 
Excellent fi shing. Perfect for retirement or weekend 
getaway. Lowest fi nancing in 25-plus years. Must 
see. Call 888-792-5253, ext. 1892.

LAKE HOMESITES FROM $24,900. Clarks Hill 
Lake on Georgia and South Carolina border. Excel-
lent fi nancing available, call today, 877-426-2326, 
ext. 4352. www.seelakethurmond.com.

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS two-plus acres 
with great view, very private, big trees, waterfalls 
and large public lake nearby, $49,500. Call now, 
866-789-8535.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NORTH GEORGIA MOUNTAIN properties. Visit 
www.ASDover.com, www.FallingWatersClub.
com, or www.TranquilityatCartersLake.com. 
800-200-7458.

131-PLUS OR MINUS acres of property in Worth 
County, Ga. Mix of woods and open land. $2,000/
acre. Owner financing available. Norris Bishop 
Realty LLC, 229-890-1186.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org, where 
you can read Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon on 
Tuesday.
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