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Special this week, the 
Islander storm-season 
planner.

NOAA: near normal/above normal 
hurricane season this year

On the Web…
Storm names for 2008: www.hurri-
canes.gov/about names.shtml 
NOAA Climate Prediction Center: 
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
NOAA’s National Hurricane Center: 
www.hurricanes.gov

Islander staff
 Climate conditions point to a near normal 
or above normal hurricane season in the Atlan-
tic Basin this year, according to the Climate 
Prediction Center operated by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
 NOAA announced the forecast in late May 
in advance of the Atlantic hurricane season, 
which began June 1.
  “Living in a coastal state means having 
a plan for each and every hurricane season. 
Review or complete emergency plans now — 
before a storm threatens,”  said retired Navy 
Vice Adm. Conrad C. Lautenbacher, NOAA’s 
administrator. “Planning and preparation is the 
key to storm survival and recovery.”
 The Climate Prediction Center outlook 
calls for considerable activity this season, with 
a 65 percent probability of an above-normal 
season and a 25 percent probability of a near-
normal season.

 The climate patterns expected during this 
year’s hurricane season have in past seasons 
produced a wide range of activity and have 
been associated with both near-normal and 
above-normal seasons.
 For 2008, the outlook indicates a 60 to 
70 percent chance of 12 to 16 named storms, 
including six to nine hurricanes and two to fi ve 
major hurricanes of Category 3, 4 or 5 on the 
Saffi r-Simpson scale.
 An average season has 11 named storms, 
including six hurricanes for which two reach 

major status, according to NOAA.
 “The outlook is a general guide to the over-
all seasonal hurricane activity,” Lautenbacher 
said. “It does not predict whether, where or 
when any of these storms may hit. That is the 
job of the National Hurricane Center after a 
storm forms.”
     Bill Read, director of NOAA’s National 
Hurricane Center, said, “Our forecasters are 
ready to track any tropical cyclone, from a 
depression to a hurricane, which forms in 
the Atlantic Basin. We urge coastal residents 
to have a hurricane plan in place before 
the season begins and NHC will continue 
to provide the best possible forecast to the 
public.”
 When a storm forms in the tropics   and 
even before that stage — NOAA forecasters 
at the Miami-based National Hurricane Center 
are employing a network of satellites, land- 

The Walters family — Jack, 10, piggybacking Anni, 7, and Seth, 8, piggybacks Tori, 7, on the track during the Anna Maria Island Relay 
for Life May 31 at Coquina Beach. The event, which stretched overnight, raised money for the American Cancer Society. For more on the 
relay, see inside, page 13. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

June 5 public meeting on bridge rehab
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Another opportunity for Islanders and 
concerned citizens to gather and learn about 
the ongoing $9.2 million Anna Maria Island 
Bridge rehabilitation project is set for 5 p.m. 
Thursday, June 5, at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church in Holmes Beach.
 Called a “pre-closure” meeting by the 
Florida Department of Transportation, it is a 
run-up to the planned 45-day closure of the 
bridge to vehicular traffi c starting Sept. 29.

 Various public agencies and private dis-
tributors of goods and services will have repre-
sentatives at the June 5 meeting to discuss their 
preliminary plans to deal with the closure, while 
continuing to provide services and goods.
 During the closure, traffic between the 
mainland and the Island will have to utilize 
Cortez Road and the Cortez Bridge. The Anna 
Maria Island Bridge is expected to reopen Nov. 
13, according to the DOT.
 Boaters will be able to pass through the 
draw at selected times during the closure.

  Florida Department of Transportation offi -
cials will also be on hand to discuss the status 
of the planning and environmental study on a 
replacement bridge. The agency began that study 
last fall after some Island residents expressed 
interest in replacing the aging structure.
 For the latest information on the $9.2 mil-
lion rehabilitation project, go to The Islander 
Web site, www.islander.org for a link to both 
the rehab and bridge replacement pages. 
People without Internet access can call the 
DOT at 941-792-0369.
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Islander storm tracker
Tropical Storm Arthur 
formed May 31, soaking 
the Yucatan. The storm 
had dissipated by June 1 
and never threatened the 
U.S. Gulf Coast. Maxi-
mum winds were near 
30 mph.
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Crowds and cash, 
accidents and trash

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Memorial Day holiday was observed with 
traditions on Anna Maria Island — crowded beaches, 
bustling businesses, accidents and lots of litter.
 Early May 27, the Tuesday morning after the three-
day weekend, Islander Hattie Johnson collected trash 
on the shore near the Beach Bistro in Holmes Beach.
 “It’s like the morning after a big party,” Johnson 
said. Her bag was loaded with the remnants of illegal 
fi reworks, beer bottles, food wrappers and cigarette 
butts.
 Hangovers were evident elsewhere on the Island 
and along the Palma Sola Causeway Tuesday, where 
garbage lay strewn on the sand and, having caught a 
wind, tangled in bushes and grass.
 The all-American holiday weekend, observed 
Palma Sola Causeway walker Trish Raymond, brings 
the good and the bad.
 “I had a great three days,” she said. “Not a bit of 
work. Great food and beautiful, beautiful, beautiful 
days at the beach.”
 Raymond’s holiday weekend followed a course 
taken by many others — dinner at an Island restaurant 
on Friday night, a day at the beach on Saturday, a few 
hours at the Bridge Street Merchants Fest on Sunday, 
more beach time, more restaurant dining, and, also, a 
cookout.
 “I fi t everything in,” she said.
 Island businesses reported strong holiday weekend 
sales with the crowds, which, based on a survey of 
license plates in beach parking lots, consisted mostly 
of Floridians.
 “I think of Memorial Day and the summer as the 
time when we get the beaches back,” said Bradenton 
resident Sam Miller as he browsed one of the 50 booths 
at the Bridge Street celebration, presented by the His-
toric Bridge Street Merchants Association. The event 
drew about 2,000 people. “It’s our time — and really 
the best time of year.”
 In addition to fun-loving crowds and a boom-time 

for businesses, the holiday weekend also brought the 
traditional trash pileups, traffi c jams and parking prob-
lems. Motorists turned roadsides into parking lots near 
Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach and at Kingfi sh 
Boat Ramp and double- and triple-parked on the Palma 
Sola Causeway.
 The weekend also brought some mishaps and trag-
edy.
 Local emergency personnel responded to a series 
of incidents, most of them minor traffi c accidents, but 
a Brandon woman was injured in a personal watercraft 
accident May 25 off AMI’s north end and a New Jersey 
man drowned off Longboat Key over the weekend.
 The woman, who was not identifi ed by Manatee 
County Emergency Medical Services, suffered head 
injuries in an accident in the water near the north end of 
the Island in Anna Maria. She was taken by a Bayfl ight 
medical helicopter to Bayfront Medical Center in St. 
Petersburg, where she was treated and released.

 On Longboat Key, the third drowning death in less 
than a week took place. On May 19, two men vaca-
tioning from New York apparently became caught in a 
riptide in waist-high water. On Memorial Day weekend, 
Gilbert Castelo, 62, of Pine Brook, N.J., and a sea-
sonal resident on Longboat Key, drowned in the Gulf 
of Mexico in the 3400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
He too apparently was caught in a rip current.
 Lifeguards on the beach in Holmes Beach and Bra-
denton Beach reported swimmers had trouble with the 
currents and several had to call for help, though they 
were not injured.
 Another drowning — that of a 15-year-old boy — 
occurred May 26 in Smyrna Beach, where lifeguards 
had to pull 200 people from dangerous waters, accord-
ing to the Associated Press.
 Two men drowned in the Panhandle over the holi-
day weekend and another man drowned in the water at 
Bob Graham Beach in Martin County.

From watercraft 
to helicoptor
A Bayfl ite helicop-
ter takes off from 
the fi eld north of 
Holmes Beach City 
Hall May15, trans-
porting an injured 
woman to Bayfront 
Medical Center in 
St. Petersburg. A 
friend of the injured 
woman said they 
came from Brandon 
for a day of fun and 
were riding personal 
watercraft offshore 
of Anna Maria when 
the woman “hit a 
wake hard” and 
was thrown off and 
injured. He sought 
help and a call to 
911 from people on 
the beach. Islander 
Photo: Bonner Joy
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MeetingsMeetings
and ocean-based sensors and aircraft reconnaissance 
missions to monitor the situation. The data supplies the 
information for computer modeling and human inter-
pretation that serves the basis for the hurricane center’s 
track and intensity forecasts that extend out fi ve days 
in advance.
 The science behind the outlook is rooted in the 
analysis and prediction of current and future global 
climate patterns as compared to previous seasons with 
similar conditions.
     “The main factors infl uencing this year’s seasonal 
outlook are the continuing multi-decadal signal and the 
anticipated lingering effects of La Niña,” said Gerry 
Bell, lead seasonal hurricane forecaster at NOAA’s Cli-
mate Prediction Center. “One of the expected oceanic 
conditions is a continuation since 1995 of warmer-than-

NOAA hurricane predictions
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

normal temperatures in the eastern tropical Atlantic.”
 “Americans in hurricane-prone states must get seri-
ous and be prepared. Government — even with the 
federal, tribal, state and local governments working 
perfectly in sync — is not the entire answer. Everyone 
is part of the emergency management process,” said 
FEMA administrator R. David Paulison. “We must con-
tinue to develop a culture of preparedness in America 
in which every American takes personal responsibility 
for his or her own emergency preparedness.”
 NOAA’s Atlantic hurricane season outlook will be 
updated on Aug. 7, just prior to what is historically the 
peak period for hurricane activity.
 Tropical systems acquire a name — the fi rst of 
which was Arthur this year — upon reaching tropical 
storm strength with sustained winds of at least 39 mph. 
Tropical storms become hurricanes when winds reach 
74 mph, and become major hurricanes when winds 
reach 111 mph.

Anna Maria City
June 11, 6 p.m., code enforcement board meeting.
June 12, 7 p.m., city commission work session.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 
941-708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
June 5, 1 p.m., pier team meeting.
June 5, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.,  
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
June 10, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
June 12, 7 p.m., planning commission meeting. 
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org

Chamber hosts ‘ready, set go’ storm seminar

Holmes Beach Lt. 
Dale Stephenson 
talks about emer-
gency offi cials and 
disaster response 
during a hurricane 
seminar May 29 
at the Sun House 
Restaurant in Bra-
denton Beach. Other 
panelists included 
West Manatee Fire 
Rescue Chief Andy 
Price and Braden-
ton Beach Police Lt. 
John Cosby. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 How many expect to simply fl ash a hangtag and 
return to Anna Maria Island after a hurricane? asked 
Bradenton Beach Police Lt. John Cosby during an 
annual hurricane seminar May 29.
 Enough people raised their hands to make the offi -
cer grin. Re-entry isn’t as simple as opening the bridges 
when the clouds clear and the sun brightens the sky, he 
said.
 Co-panelists Dale Stephenson, of the Holmes 
Beach Police Department, and Andy Price, of the West 
Manatee Fire Rescue District, nodded in agreement.
 Days may pass, even months, before Islanders can 
return to homes and businesses on the Island after a 
major storm hits.
 Even when re-entry is allowed, many residents 
and businesses might not come back. “Forty percent 
of businesses damaged during a hurricane do not come 
back,” Cosby said, citing a 2004 national chamber of 
commerce study. Of the 60 percent of businesses that 
reopen, 25 percent fail in the fi rst year.
 The warning proved sobering for those gathered for 
the seminar at the Sun House Restaurant in Bradenton 
Beach. The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
sponsored the event, which was a disaster-readiness 

forum, not a program for chamber members to promote 
services or sell storm products.
 The North Atlantic hurricane season began June 1 
and lasts through November. Last season, there were six 
named storms. This season, experts with the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Administration forecast a 60-70 
percent chance of 12 to 16 named storms, including 
six to nine hurricanes, two to fi ve becoming major 
hurricanes. The fi rst of the storms already formed was 
named “Arthur,” and it will be followed by “Bertha.”
 The three emergency management panelists at the 
seminar covered the “outs-and-ins” of hurricane evacu-
ation.
 Cosby served as the fi rst seminar speaker, taking 
up the subject of what happens in the days ahead of a 
storm’s arrival and then an evacuation.
 Federal, state and regional offi cials are working on 
several concerns related to storm readiness, including 
the fact that there are three major ports for fuel storage 
in Florida and none are kept to capacity.
 The tanks, including one at the Tampa port, are kept 
at about 30 percent capacity because of the volatility 
in the oil market. These tanks can collapse in a storm 
when they are below 50 percent capacity, Cosby said, 
adding, “each port is roughly only getting fuel every 
two to three days.”
 “This is one of the state’s top priorities,” he said.
 Stephenson, an HBPD lieutenant, discussed the 
massive team that gathers at the county’s emergency 
operations command center to track a hurricane and 
decide when, how and where to evacuate.
 “The new EOC is a hardened building,” Stephenson 
said, referring to the county’s new command facility 
near U.S. 301. The building, which opened earlier this 
year, replaces an EOC in the county administration 
building in downtown Bradenton.
 “Not a whole lot of people understand what goes 
on at the EOC,” he said, and then explained that rep-
resentatives from a variety of agencies gather to over-
see emergency management before, during and after a 
storm. Representatives come from police, fi re, public 
works, public health, animal services, hazardous mate-
rials, energy, volunteer groups and elected bodies.
 “The Island is well represented,” Stephenson 
said.
 Briefi ngs at the EOC might begin with a storm four 

days away, with offi cials closely watching reports from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion.
 “All kinds of things are happening,” he said. “Like 
organized chaos going on.”
 Price, WMFR’s chief, took up the topic of the 
“fi rst-in” team, explaining that roads must be cleared 
and utility service restored before people can go home 
or to work on the Island.
 The fi rst-in team, coordinated at the county level, 
involves a “cadre of all different types of personnel and 
equipment to clear the roadways,” Price said. “We have 
seven teams set up for the entire county.”
 The fi rst-in team would clear the roads for other 
emergency personnel to enter a storm-damaged area 
to return utility, police and fi re services in advance of 
returning residents.
 While panelists assured seminar attendees that 
storm plans are in place and emergency personnel ready 
to respond, they urged people to make preparations to 
take care of themselves.
 The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
wants the public to turn to private enterprise — such 
as super markets and discount stores — for post-storm 
supplies rather than await government trucks, Cosby 
said.
 “FEMA has decided its better not to be in private 
business and is trying to work with vendors,” he said, 
recalling the long delays in bringing disaster relief to 
Katrina survivors. “We have to start thinking, ‘We’ve 
got to take care of ourselves.”
 In addition, Cosby urged people to have access to 
cash. Banks in New Orleans ran out of money the day 
Katrina hit, he said. And 10 days passed before portable 
automatic-teller machines were trucked in.
 The panelists also expressed concern for budget 
constraints that might impact disaster response around 
the state.
 In recent years, disaster response in the state has 
involved a network of mutual aid, with Gulf Coast 
personnel dispatched to fi ght fi res in the Panhandle or 
Atlantic Coast personnel sent to the Gulf Coast to assist 
with recovery.
 Budget cuts at the state and local levels, which have 
caused departments to layoff workers or freeze staffi ng 
levels, may make mutual aid more diffi cult, Price said.

City commission to meet
 The Bradenton Beach City Commission will meet at 
7 p.m. Thursday, June 5, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive, N.
 The agenda for the meeting includes a couple of 
requests and a couple of discussions.
 The commission will take up a request from the 
Anna Maria Island Privateers for a July 4 parade permit 
and to place a banner at the Gulf Drive and Cortez Road 
intersection advertising the event. The parade is sched-
uled to take place at 10 a.m., traveling from Coquina 
Beach in Bradenton Beach to Bayfront Park in Anna 
Maria.
 The agenda also includes:
 • Discussion of speed limits on Gulf Drive, which 
is policed by the city, but is a state road and maintained 
by the Florida Department of Transportation.
 • Discussion of the hours of activity at Cortez 
Beach, the beach area generally north of Coquina Beach 
and south of Bridge Street.
 • A presentation regarding electronic signs. In 
mid-May, the city’s planning and zoning board rec-
ommended approval of a revised sign ordinance to the 
city commission.
 In fi nalizing the draft ordinance, the board decided 
to keep a provision regarding electronic message signs. 
The ordinance refers to this type of sign as a “change-
able copy sign.” The ordinance allows for manual 
“changeable copy signs,” but prohibits the placement 
of new electronic-message signs. It states that existing 
non-conforming electronic signs cannot be animated 
or change messages more than once an hour.
 The owner of an electronic message sign, prop-
erty owner Jim Valente, made an unsuccessful request 
that the board reconsider that provision. Valente said 
he spent about $10,000 to erect a properly permitted 
electronic-message sign at 1501 Gulf Drive North in 
2006 that he wants to change every fi ve seconds.
 Routine matters on the commission’s agenda 
include a review of invoices for legal work and build-
ing offi cial services.
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BEAUTY & WELLNESS
ACQUA AVEDA SALON SPA STORE

Hair, nails, make-up, skin and massage
for the bride and the entire bridal party. 

5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
941-778-5400  www.acquaaveda.com

BODY & SOL SPA & WELLNESS
Relax...be well for your special day.

We pamper brides head to toe.
Upstairs of The Old IGA in Anna Maria.

941-650-5441 | www.annamariadayspa.com

FLOWERS
SILVIA’S FLOWER CORNER

Specializing in unique Island weddings.
9807 Gulf Dr. Anna Maria, inside Ginny’s.

Call 941-720-0424,  or e-mail  
flowercorner@tampabay.rr.com

INVITATIONS
INVITATION STATION AT DECOR & MORE

Visit our store or shop online for all
your invitation and stationery needs. 
6713 Manatee Ave. W, Bradenton 

941-792-4235  www.decor-more.com

EEEE

ACCOMMODATIONS
GULF-BAY REALTY

Rentals in all price ranges. 
Gulffront homes, condos and multi-unit .

941-778-7244 • 800-771-6043
Visit us at www.gulfbayrealty.com

HALEY’S MOTEL
An Island jewel with 50s charm and

21st century amenities.  Perfect for all
weddings and reunions.  941-778-5405

or 800-367-7824 | www.haleysmotel.com

 CAKES & CATERING
MATT & DOM’S PASTRY CAFE
Say “I Do” to our unique Wedding Cakes,
desserts, pastries, petits fours and more! 

9701 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria 
941-778-3909 | www.madpastrycafe.com

ROTTEN RALPH’S RESTAURANTS
Now offering catering and banquet facilities

for weddings and private parties.
For catering menu and more information,

Call 941-778-3953.

WEDDING/RECEPTION SITES
MIXON’S IN THE GROVE
A Tropical Garden Oasis Setting

Weddings, ceremonies, rehearsal dinners.
2712 26th Ave E. Bradenton

941-748-5829 x280 | mixonevents.com 

BAYSIDE BANQUET HALL
Waterfront weddings, receptions, events

Featuring a great Tiki Bar and Patio.
4628 119th St W, Historic Cortez Village

941-798-2035 | www.baysidebanquethall.com

BRIDAL ATTIRE
THE BEACH SHOP

at the Manatee Public Beach 
Pretty white dresses for a casual island 

wedding,  dresses for the moms too!
Open daily  |  941-778-5442

PHOTOGRAPHY
JACK ELKA PHOTOGRAPHY

The finest in Wedding Photography since 1980
Studio located at 315 58th St Holmes Beach

Visit my website at www.jackelka.com
941-778-2711

WE

999999

MUSIC-ENTERTAINMENT
CHUCK CAUDILL ENTERTAINMENT
Specializing in beach weddings and events. 

DJ service,  live guitar music  and more 
from an experienced island professional.

941-778-5676 | chuckcaudill.com

i.Wed The Islander’s Wedding Directory

Say ‘I do’ to these Island Wedding Professionals

Silvia's Flower Corner 
9807 Gulf Drive,  Anna Maria

located in Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the Old IGA
941-720-0424 

e-mail: flowercorner@tampabay.rr.com
View the website:  www.annamariaflorist.com

Island brides know that  Silvia's Flower Corner is THE place for 
wedding flowers that will WOW! The experience begins when you 
meet with floral designer Silvia Zadarosni  for a personal visit and 
consultation. "It's so important that I sit down with each bride to learn 
about them, and to listen to what their wedding dreams are,"  says 
Silvia.   "If they have a special flower in mind, or a special color, I'll  
create floral arrangements that are personal to them, and will set the 
mood for their dream-come-true wedding." It's the artistry and the 
attention to detail that makes Silvia's Flower Corner the most highly 

TO INCLUDE YOUR BUSINESS IN I-WED,  PLEASE CALL 941 448-9114 OR 941 704-4133.
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VIDEOGRAPHY
SILVER VIDEO LLC 

Chrisann Esformes, MAMC, Producer/Owner
A personal and unique perspective on your wedding story.

352-281-3472 | Silvervideollc@gmail.com

recommended florist for Island weddings. If an Island wedding is in your future, call Silvia's Flower 
Corner for floral designs that are unique, exquisite and created just for your special day.

Tampa Bay pipeline proposal draws critics

In the pipeline
 Port Dolphin Energy, seeking to start its com-
mercial operation in Tampa Bay by 2011, has pro-
posed building a 36-inch gas line that would run 
from about 28 miles west of Anna Maria Island in 
100 feet of water into Tampa Bay.
 The project calls for a deepwater port — two 
mooring buoys 3.1 miles apart that would appar-
ently not be visible from the Island — where liquid 
natural gas from tankers would be vaporized and 
fed through a 42-mile Tampa Bay pipeline that 
makes landfall at Port Manatee, then continue four 
miles to connect with the existing Gulfstream Nat-
ural Gas System. When not connected to a tanker, 
the buoys would be submerged 60-70 feet.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor, D-Tampa, last week 
objected to a proposed port and natural gas pipeline in 
the vicinity of Anna Maria Island, expressing concerns 
for the environment and security.
 Two state agencies, a fi shery management council, 
a private fi rm and two seasonal Anna Maria residents 
also were among the last to fi le formal comments with 
the U.S. Coast Guard, which set a deadline for June 2 
for comment on the assessment of the environmental 
impact of the Port Dolphin Energy project.
 The project,  proposed last March, would involve 
a 36-inch gas line that would run from about 28 miles 
west of Anna Maria Island in 100 feet of water to Tampa 
Bay, past Egmont Key and submerged Passage Key.
 The $1 billion project calls for a deepwater port, 
where liquid natural gas from tankers would be vapor-
ized and fed through a 42-mile Tampa Bay pipeline that 
makes landfall at Port Manatee, then continues four 
miles to connect with the existing Gulfstream Natural 
Gas System.
 In May, Manatee County commissioners and county 
conservation lands management director Charlie Hun-
sicker urged Port Dolphin to reconsider the pipeline’s 
route, which would pass by quality sand needed for future 
beach renourishment projects on the Island and on Long-
boat Key. The proximity of the pipeline would make the 
sand off-limits, forcing the government to look elsewhere 
for sand — and probably spend more money.
 Other parties also have raised concerns about the 
project, including the environmental group ManaSo-
ta-88, which questioned whether Port Dolphin selected 
the best site for a pipeline.
 Last week, facing the June 2 deadline for public 
comment on a draft environmental impact assessment 
prepared for the U.S. Coast Guard, Castor submitted 
a letter of concern and other materials. Her district 
includes portions of Hillsborough, Pinellas and Man-
atee counties, but not AMI, which is represented by 

Republican Vern Buchanan.
 “The Gulf of Mexico, Tampa Bay and the Mana-
tee County coastal areas are environmentally invalu-
able and economically vital areas of our community,” 
Castor stated. “I am concerned that Port Dolphin may 
not adequately take into account the community, envi-
ronmental and security concerns.”
 She continued, “From my cursory review, the dan-
gers of liquefi ed natural gas include a sobering list of 
potential environmental impacts. The regasifi cation 
process of liquid natural gas can impact water tem-
peratures in the vicinity of the terminal, causing adverse 
impacts for sensitive fi sh and sea turtle populations.”
 Regarding security, the representative said, “A nat-
ural gas spill on water would result in a widening pool 
of liquefi ed gas spreading across the water. If ignited, 
the danger and environmental impacts would be cata-
strophic. Of particular concern is the volatile nature of 
natural gas, which would evaporate and cause fl am-
mable vapor clouds.”
 The Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion also weighed in on Port Dolphin’s plan.

 The environmental impact statement indicates the 
project poses “small but potentially signifi cant risks.”
 But the DEP, in a letter signed by coastal program 
administrator Lynn Griffi n, said, “Several issues are not 
adequately addressed.”
 Two DEP concerns include “impacts to fishing 
activities and loss of fi shing grounds” and “incident 
management.”
 Griffin wrote, “Information regarding incident 
management should include discussions on the extent 
that state and local emergency management person-
nel will be needed to respond to an incident, incident 
response training needs for such personnel and who 
will bear the responsibility to provide such training. 
This information has not yet been provided.”
 An opinion from the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services raised concerns about 
the pipelines impact on shellfi sh populations and rec-
ommended installation take place between November 
and February to minimize interference with oyster 
spawning.
 The Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Coun-
cil, according to its letter, is concerned with “essential 
fi sh habitat and associated fi shery resources.… The 
project area has been designated as EFH for various 
life stages of red drum, gray snapper, stone crab, spiny 
lobster, pink shrimp, coral, red grouper, gag, black 
grouper, yellowfi n grouper, vermilion snapper, lane 
snapper, greater amberjack, lesser amberjack, Spanish 
mackerel, king mackerel and cobia.”
 Part-time Anna Maria residents Kim and Brian 
Lockhart also submitted a letter objecting to the Port 
Dolphin proposal. They alleged that the company was 
trying to “sneak” by the public.
 However, a company representative pointed out 
that Port Dolphin fi led a public application in March 
2007, requesting federal permission and that the appli-
cation has been under public scrutiny since that time.
 The Lockharts, who permanently reside in Cincin-
nati, also stated, “What Anna Maria Island is famous for 
are … white, sandy beaches without possible pollution 
problems from a pipeline spill. Let us keep it this way 
by telling Port Dolphin ‘no,’ loud and clear.
 “The environmental disruption and potential prob-
lems that this Port Dolphin pipeline would cause are 
irreparable.… We need to protect our valuable, natural 
resources.”
 Another submission to the Coast Guard was fi led 
by Gerald Engdahl of Wheaton Process Systems in 
Wheaton, Ill., who stated a need for a gas pipeline in the 
area, but said his fi rm does “not support the impact the 
proposed Port Dolphin terminal vaporizer would have 
on the environment. The best available technology for 
vaporizing LNG is not presented in this application.”
 Engdahl said the proposal calls for the use of fi red 
burners to vaporize the liquid natural gas and that the “huge 
burners emit vast quantities of greenhouse gases and other 
pollutants.… A fi sh-friendly seawater heat-source vapor-
izer with environmental benefi ts is available.”
 Using an alternative seawater heat source to vapor-
ize the liquid natural gas would result in “cooler sea-
water, thereby reducing global warming.… The cooler 
seawater from vaporization carries more oxygen for 
increased oxygen supplies for fi sh species and generally 
more food for marine life,” Engdahl wrote.

Pipeline opinions:
 Letters to elected offi cials regarding the Dol-
phin Energy pipeline plan can be addressed to:
 • Mel Martinez, United States Senate, SR-356 
Russell Senate Offi ce Building, Washington DC 
20510-0906.
 • Bill Nelson, U.S. Senate, SH-716 Hart Senate 
Offi ce Building, Washington DC 20510-0913.
 • Vern Buchanan, U.S. House of Representa-
tives, 1516 Longworth House Office Building, 
Washington DC 20515-0913.
 • C.W. “Bill” Young, U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, 2407 Rayburn House Offi ce Building, 
Washington DC 20515-0910.
 • Gus Bilirakis, U.S. House of Representatives, 
1630 Longworth House Offi ce Building, Washing-
ton DC 20515-0909.
 • Kathy Castor, U.S. House of Representatives, 
317 Cannon House Offi ce Building, Washington 
DC 20515-0911.
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Come see the difference for yourself! 
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Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
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ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

Pipeline endangers Gulf’s sandy 
renourishment borrow pits 

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Five years ago, when Port Dolphin Energy LLC 
fi rst proposed to install a new natural gas pipeline on 
the Gulf of Mexico fl oor, Islanders and most Manatee 
County residents gave it little concern.
 The Norwegian company had indicated the pipe 
would follow the main channel through Tampa Bay, 
well away from any critical areas for Islanders and 
Anna Maria Island.
 Thus, it was a bit of a surprise to Manatee County 
conservation lands management director Charlie 
Hunsicker when the preliminary environmental 
impact study released in April showed the pipe pass-
ing just off Anna Maria Island’s north end at Bean 
Point. It is planned to pass through several prime 
“borrow areas” of sand on the Gulf bottom that the 
Island and Longboat Key have used in the past for 
beach renourishment.
 Longboat Key town offi cials were so alarmed they 
hired a Washington, D.C., law fi rm to represent them 
in their opposition to the plan. Approval of the plan 
must come from the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, the U.S. Maritime Administration and the U.S. 
Coast Guard.
 Hunsicker has been busy lately gathering signa-
tures and asking for letters of opposition and he found 
a receptive audience in Anna Maria last week.
 He needs municipalities and individuals to write to 
members of the Florida legislative delegation in Wash-
ington, D.C., expressing support for his objections to 
the proposal.
 “The proposed pipeline will have serious draw-
backs for Anna Maria, the county and the entire Island,” 
Hunsicker told the Anna Maria City Commission May 
29.
 The pipeline would endanger some of the “best 
beach-compatible sand” known in the Gulf of Mexico, 
he added.
 What’s confusing to him is why Dolphin has been 

totally reluctant to discuss any relocation.
 “We’re not opposed to the pipe. We’re just trying to 
understand why the pipeline has to be located where it 
is and why alternative locations were not evaluated.” 
 Dolphin has indicated it has no intention of altering 
its plans, Hunsicker noted.
 This is a “big deal” for the Island and Anna Maria, 
he added.
 Beach renourishment is paid for with bed tax funds, 
not property taxes. If the county had to look further 
west in the Gulf for new borrow pits, the cost could 
rise as much as an additional $50 million over the next 
four renourishment cycles. 
  That’s money that would have to be found some-
where, he said, because “beach renourishment supports 
tourism, the protection of our property and possibly our 
lives,” Hunsicker said.
 With a $2.5 billion budget, Dolphin is well pre-
pared to undertake the project.
 The only way it can be halted or the pipeline route 
moved is by congressional action.
 “We are only asking Dolphin to look at alternative 
locations,” emphasized Hunsicker. “We are not opposed 
to the project,” he reiterated.
 But time is short.
 Comments about the proposed pipeline must be 
received by June 10.
 In other business, the Anna Maria commission 
decided to send the issue of making a hotel/motel an 
allowable use in the commercial district to the plan-
ning and zoning board for study and a recommenda-
tion. At present, the city’s motels and hotels are non-
conforming uses in the R-1 zoning district that have 
been grand-fathered for usage, but must someday be 
eliminated.
 The commission also adopted new code enforce-
ment fees and approved the fi rst reading of an ordinance 
recommended by the charter review committee that 
would require a supermajority vote of the commission 
to change the land-use element of the comp-plan.

Gas gives Holmes Beach 
Commission heartburn

By Paul Roat
 “You can’t imagine how blindsided we are with 
your presentation.”
 That comment from Holmes Beach Commissioner 
John Monetti seemed to sum up the aghast commission 
May 27 after a presentation by TECO People’s Gas to 
run a 4-inch natural gas line from the mainland at 75th 
Street to Holmes Beach, then north and south.
 Leroy Sullivan Jr. of TECO said that construction 
plans would include running the pipe along Manatee 
Avenue under its three bridges, then north 6,800 feet 
along Gulf Drive. The pipeline would also extend south 
from Holmes Beach about 12,000 feet into Bradenton 
Beach at Bridge Street. 
 Bradenton Beach city commissioners will hear of 
the matter June 5 at 7 p.m.
 TECO’s Tom Lucas said the pipeline would run 
along Sixth Avenue in Holmes Beach, then jog to Gulf 
Drive at 28th Street. Phase 2 will have the pipeline on 
Second Street until it too jogs to Gulf Drive and con-
tinues north.
 “It won’t deal with plantings,” Lucas said of the 
pipeline project, adding that the Florida Department 
of Transportation and Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection permits have already been attained.
 But no permits from the city have been attained 
on the project, which is scheduled to commence early 
this month and coincide with Anna Maria Island Bridge 
renovations and the bridge closure in late September.
 “It’s a little late in the process for the city commis-
sion to be hearing about this,” said city attorney Patricia 
Petruff. She said that TECO offi cials should consult 
with the building and police departments and address 
the issue of streets being ripped up.
 “There are a lot of assumptions being made,” 
Petruff said. 
 Commission Chair Sandy Haas-Martens said that 
a franchise agreement needs to be presented to the city 
as soon as possible, and that she will place the matter 
on the June 10 work session of the commission. 
 “You don’t want to get Islanders riled,” she advised 
the gas representatives. 
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Fix the span
 In response to the high-rise bridge opinion offered 
by a reader in The Islander’s May 28 issue, I am a long-
time annual resident of the Island, and a member of the 
majority that favors a new, fi xed-span high bridge.
 In terms of bridge closure, I traveled the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge daily for many years, to and from work. 
I experienced only two temporary bridge closures due 
to high winds, one of which I simply sat and waited 
until the storm passed. As far as with pre-hurricane or 
hurricane force winds, all bridges are closed, including 
the existing Anna Maria Island Bridge.
 Certainly, Anna Maria Island residents will follow 
evacuation procedures prior to emergency bridge clo-
sures.
 The many advantages of a higher, fixed-span 
bridge are well documented. In addition, the stopping 
and idling on a draw span bridge is wasteful, not only 
in terms of using limited and expensive gasoline, but 
because of the pollutants added to the environment.
 We have missed one opportunity at a very high 
cost to the taxpayers. This time let’s save Anna Maria 
Island by building a long overdue, new, safer, fi xed-
span bridge.
 H.J. (Joe) Clark, Holmes Beach

Kudos to Maloney, 
thoughts on July 4

Editor’s Note: The following statement was made 
May 27 by Holmes Beach City Commissioner David 
Zaccagnino.

Tonight is a special night because in honor of the 
late great Don Maloney, I am going to re-incarnate 
a time-honored tradition which I will now call the 
“Maloney Rant.” This is my personal opinion and it is 
not directed at any particular person or entity, nor is it 
meant to desensitize the safety issues at hand.
 Since when have we been so politically correct that 
we have to cancel fi reworks on the Fourth of July? It just 
doesn’t feel right. Without the fi reworks, Fourth of July 
will become a regular, ho-hum holiday. The bombs burst-

ing in air will be reduced to a couple of sparklers and 
banners. For the last 30-odd years there has been a fi re-
works display on this Island on the Fourth. People from 
near and far have depended on it, people have looked for-
ward to it, and people have planned for it. It has become 
a tradition in the classical sense, a small community on a 
small level participating with the national community to 
make us all fee closer in solidarity. It symbolizes the birth 
of our country and what the foundation for our country 
stands for. It symbolizes joy, excitement, cheers, awe and 
freedom. These are the same fi reworks that were used in 
the very fi rst Fourth of July celebration in 1777. 
 Fireworks date back to the 12th century in China 
and have been symbolic for cultural, recreational and 
religious ceremonies. There have always been safety 
issues, but it is our job as Americans and good neigh-
bors to fi nd a way to look for solutions, not just fold and 
cancel Fourth of July. That is un-American, like can-
celing a baseball game because someone gets hit with 
a foul ball. That’s like closing Disneyworld because it 
rains. We should look for a better solution.
 I really feel bad for Ed Chiles because he is a great 
patriotic citizen of our Island and I feel he is being cor-
nered into canceling the Fourth of July fi reworks in Anna 
Maria. I would also like to commend the city of Braden-
ton Beach for working with Ed to keep the Third of July 
fi reworks. What is next? Maybe we should move Christ-
mas Day to the 24th, or New Year’s Day to the second. 
I hope those holidays don’t get canceled as well. 
 I think it’s a crying shame that the Fourth of July 
is going to be canceled. So be it. Let’s rewrite history, 
long live the Third of July!

David, Zaccagnino, city commissioner, Holmes 
Beach

Wasted effort?
 Why should we recycle? We are charged for trash 
removal even though we only live here for half the year. 
Waste Management gets paid for no service rendered. 
If I recycle aluminum, they make more money. Is this 
a fair system?
 Stephen Evans, Holmes Beach

What are the odds?
 USA Today says “hurricane odds are tricky.”
 And “Fortunately hurricanes are very rare events 
… The odds of a hurricane hitting any part of southern 
Florida, including the Tampa Bay area in any one year 
are among the highest in the USA — only Cape Hat-
teras, N.C., has higher odds.”
 Make you feel any better?
 Maybe not. It seems that hurricane predictions 
aren’t so much about science. The experts’ odds are 
only around 60 percent.
 In fact, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration forecasters predict a 60-70 percent chance of 
12-16 storms this year that will have sustained winds 
of at least 39 mph, strong enough to be named. They 
expect six to nine of those to develop into hurricanes 
— winds reaching 74 mph. Of those, they say, two to 
fi ve are likely to be classifi ed as major, with winds of 
111 mph or higher. But don’t forget those odds.
 A book titled “Hurricane Watch, Forecasting the 
Deadliest Storms on Earth,” by Bob Sheets and Jack 
Williams may be worthy of your beach-bound reading 
list. 
 Touted by Random House as the ultimate guide to 
the ultimate storms, it is said to be a fascinating blend 
of science and history. Sheets is one of the world’s fore-
most meteorologists and Williams is an award-winning 
science journalist. 
 Still, you won’t get any better odds on success from 
them.
 But Sheets and Williams offer an interesting table 
of cities on the Gulf from Brownsville, Texas, to Key 
West, Fla., and up the Atlantic Coast to Portland, Maine, 
with probabilities of both a hurricane and a major hur-
ricane passing within 75 miles in any one year. It can 
also be read as the number of storms expected in an 
average 100-year period. For example, they say Tampa 
has a 17.5 percent chance of a hurricane passing within 
75 miles in any one year and a 4.8 percent chance of 
a major hurricane. During an average century, Tampa 
can expect 17.5 hurricanes and 4.8 major hurricanes. 
Miami’s odds are worse, with 26.3 percent chance of a 
hurricane and 11.1 percent chance of a major storm.
 Interestingly enough, all this information could be 
helpful if you want to become a player in the online 
gambling industry, where hurricanes are “hot stuff.”
 The bets are apparently on options for how many 
hurricanes will hit the United States, and for how many 
will hit Florida and what category storm those will be. 
Pundits are crying foul, saying it’s in bad taste. Maybe 
they’re just sour over not writing the book. 
 It is, after all, hurricane season, and looking at 
probabilities is a long-standing tradition since weather 
wizard William Gray pioneered his hurricane forecasts 
in 1984.
 Does it help? Heck, no. 
 Not unless you agree that thinking about what might 
be could get us working on our hurricane plans.
 What are the odds of that?
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Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
Waterfront Restaurant

ROTTEN RALPH’S
on the Historic Bridge Street Pier
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Tomorrow

OPEN MIC THURSDAY 
NIGHT AT THE 
ANNA MARIA 
LOCATION. 

Catering & Banquet Facilities now available

at The Elk’s Club in Bradenton!

now under the management of Rotten Ralph’s. 

Call for information 941-778-3953

Catering and banquet facilities now available!   778-3953Catering and banquet facilities now available!   778-3953

Rotten Ralph invites Rotten Ralph invites 
you to come see you to come see 

the six-foot-tall man the six-foot-tall man 
eating grouper! eating grouper! 

…and you might …and you might 
see other people see other people 

eating grouper, too!eating grouper, too!

Center seeks adults for summer school

Pickleball players gather at the Anna Maria Island Community Center. The sport is played in the Center’s gym 
through the summer. Islander Photo: Courtesy the Center

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center is offer-
ing more adult summer programs than ever before.
 In the past, the Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., was 
too small to accommodate both the children’s summer 
camp and adult programs in the summer. But the new 
multi-million dollar facility opened last fall, with two 
fl oors of space for activities and offi ces and a new gym 
and more classrooms.
 “We want people to know that the Center is alive 
and well in the off-season,” said Sandee Pruett, adult 
program coordinator at the Center.
 To boost attendance, the Center is offering a mem-
bership special through August that also provides a dis-
count on summer programs, which range in price from 
$5 to $750, and include:
 • Workshops in creating a faux fi nish to add depth 
or texture to a room at 7 p.m. June 17, June 24 and July 
1 with instructor Alfredo Valencia.
 • Instruction in Latin dance with instructor Amy 
Slicker at 9 a.m. on Mondays through July 28, except 

June 23.
 • Ballet workshops on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
with instructor Mo Dye.
 • Instruction in creating garden stepping stones with 
instructor Glen LeFevre July 16-17 and Aug. 13-14.
 • Yoga sessions on Wednesdays at 9 a.m.
 • Pickleball games on Mondays and Wednesdays.
 • Pick-up basketball in the gym at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
days.
 • “Muscles and More” fi tness class at 9 a.m. Tues-
days.
 • Pilates fitness workouts at 10:30 a.m. Thurs-
days.
 • Spanish lessons at 6 p.m. Thursdays.
 • Watercolor instruction at 10:30 a.m. Thursdays.
 • A workshop in on-camera acting technique from Aug. 
4-15, open to 20 actors and taught by actresses Margaret 
Evington and Catherine Hubeau and director Oliver Nolin.
 For more information about the Center, call 941-
778-1908.

 • Bradenton Beach Marina owner Allan Bazzy 
said he would appear before the Bradenton Beach City 
Commission to suggest that the city buy his marina at 
402 Church Ave. Bazzy said it was too early to discuss 
prices. 
 • Following a procedural error, Holmes Beach 
City Commissioners agreed to hold yet another 
vote on acceptance of the settlement offer by 
GTE to build a cell phone tower at Smith Real-
tors at 5904 Marina Drive. As the commissioners 
were voting, the project itself was nearly com-
pleted.
 • Holmes Beach city commissioners agreed to 
extend 59th Street at the site of the new city hall build-
ing at a cost of $35,000 and to allow up to $10,000 in 
changes to the plans for the new city hall without com-
mission approval.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
May 25 77 93 0May 25 77 93 0
May 26 68 86 0May 26 68 86 0
May 27 67 88 0May 27 67 88 0
May 28 70 88 0May 28 70 88 0
May 29 71 89 0May 29 71 89 0
May 30  72 90 0May 30  72 90 0
May 31 71 89 0May 31 71 89 0
Average Gulf water temperature 83°Average Gulf water temperature 83°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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‘Top Notch’ photo contest under way June 18
 If you’ve got a great snapshot, we’ve got a contest 
you could win.
 The Islander Top Notch photo contest will begin pub-
lishing weekly winning photos on June 18. Six weekly win-
ning pictures will be featured on the cover of The Islander 
and one photo will be a grand prize winner with $100 cash 
prize from The Islander and other prizes and gift certifi -
cates from local merchants. Weekly winners will receive 
a “More Than a Mullet Wrapper” Islander T-shirt.
 The weekly deadline is noon Friday throughout the 
contest with the fi rst deadline June 13.
 Top Notch judging begins with a selection of pic-
tures that may include abstract photos, still life pictures, 
landscapes and scenics, candid unposed snapshots, 
action, holidays, humor and animal pictures. Nothing 
is overlooked, including great kid pics, sentimental 
moments and moments of personal triumph.
 Digital contest entries should be submitted in the 
original JPG format via e-mail to topnotch@islander.
org or on a disc. 

 Only photo cropping is allowed. No retouching, 
enhancements or computer manipulation is allowed on 
digital or print photos.
 And while digital entries are encouraged, you 
may send or deliver your favorite prints weekly to Top 
Notch Contest Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach FL 34217. 
 Complete rules and entry forms for the contest are 
published below. Please attach a photo contest label to 
each photo or CD you submit. 
 E-mail entrants are required to submit the label 
information in the text of the e-mail, one photo attach-
ment per e-mail. There is no limit to the number of 
weekly entries. Entries need not be repeated weekly, 
as any photos preferred by the judges but not selected 
are moved forward each week of the contest.
 Photos without entry forms will be disqualifi ed. 
Additional photo labels are available at the newspaper 
offi ce or they may be copied. E-mail entries may sub-
stitute signature with printed name.

pictures or multiple print images will be accepted. Digital photos 
must be submitted in their original JPG fi le format (via e-mail or 
CD). Prints from digital or fi lm are accepted. Slide (transparency) 
photos are not accepted.
 4) Entrant’s name, address and phone number must be writ-
ten clearly on the contest label and affi xed to the back of each print 
submitted, or listed similarly in the e-mail message along with the 
digital photo attachment. One e-mail per photo submission. E-mail 
digital entries to topnotch@islander.org. Mail print entries to ��������	
���Top Notch Photo Contest, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach FL 34217. 
 5) Entrants by their entry agree that ��������	
�� may publish 
their pictures for local promotion. Entrants must be able to furnish 

the original negative or original digital image if requested by the 
contest editor. All photos submitted become the property of ��������	
����Photos will not be returned. ��������	
���and contest 
sponsors assume no responsibility for submitted negatives, CDs 
or photo prints. 
 Entrant must know and submit the name and address 
of any recognizable persons appearing in the picture. Names 
must be enclosed/attached with the entry.
 6) Employees of ��������	
���and their immediate family 
members are not eligible to enter the contest. 
 7) Any taxes on prizes are the sole responsibility of the 
winners. Any cash prize won by a minor will be awarded to a 
parent or guardian. Prize rights are not transferable. 

Islander photo contest rules
 1) ��������	
���Newspaper’s Top Notch Photo 
Contest is strictly for amateur photographers. Amateur pho-
tographers are those who derive less than 5 percent of their 
income from photography. 
 2) Black-and-white and color photographs taken after 
Jan. 1, 2007, are eligible. Photos previously published (in any 
format/media) or entered in any ����	
�� or other competition 
are not eligible. 
 3) Photographs may be taken with any make of camera. 
No retouching or other alteration (except cropping) is permit-
ted of negatives, prints or electronic photo fi les; no composite 

Kim Klement of Bradenton won the weekly contest in 
2006 with this hermit.

Top notch past winner

The Island Experts Since 1972

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center 

778-9622

Christopher Whaley 
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
941-747-6666 Ext. 125
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

Available At … ...

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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Jilted contractor 
seeks $235K from 

Anna Maria
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
  Adkins Contracting Inc. was already signed to be 
Anna Maria’s lead contractor for Phase I of a $539,000 
stormwater drainage project that was slated to begin 
earlier this year.
  Alas, the city failed to obtain the required South-
west Florida Water Management District permit and 
the project was faced with a delay. City engineer Tom 
Wilcox asked Adkins if they could wait a few months 
until the city obtained the necessary permit.
  But Adkins isn’t buying any delay and owner Jackie 
Dean Adkins could easily be harking to the words of 
English writer William Congreve, who wrote “Hell hath 

Costs continue to rise for stormwater project
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Phase I of Anna Maria’s stormwater drainage plan 
is probably one of the most expensive drainage proj-
ects the city has never built. And the cost continues to 
go up and up, all before the fi rst drop of water has hit 
the swale.
 City commissioners learned at their May 29 meet-
ing that another $65,000 may be added to the fee for 
the redesign of the drainage system, according to city 
engineer Tom Wilcox, although that amount is “still in 
fl ux,” he said. 
  Wilcox oversaw the first design for Phase I, 
although it was never approved by the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District for lack of some 
project models.
 Whatever the fi nal amount for the redesign, it will 
be in addition to the $71,000 the city has already paid 
Wilcox for Phase I of the yet-to-begin project.
 That’s not to mention the $235,000 claim for ser-
vices rendered that contractor Adkins Contracting Inc. 
of Ruskin, the fi rm contracted by the city for the drain-
age construction, recently submitted to the city. (See 
related story.)
 Wilcox said that “basically” Swiftmud was con-
cerned with fl ooding issues in the fi rst design. For the 
second design, he said Swiftmud offi cials have given 
the city the option to eliminate the ditch blocks and 
some pipes in certain locations and eliminate the proj-
ect’s vortex separator.
 With a scaled down design, Wilcox estimated 
the project would cost about $120,000 less than the 
$569,000 cost for the Adkins contract. But there are also 
engineering inspection fees to add, Wilcox observed.
 City Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick noted that the 
bid from Adkins was extremely low. With costs rising 
daily in the construction industry, it’s not good busi-
ness to believe that the next bid on the project will be 
$120,000 lower than the $569,000 the city contracted 
to pay Adkins.
 Wilcox observed that the city has applied for addi-
tional grant money from Swiftmud. While he’s con-
vinced the city will get that funding, Mattick said she 

wasn’t convinced the city should authorize another 
redesign and application without more specifi c infor-
mation on costs and funding.
 “We’ve spent a huge amount of money on this proj-
ect already,” she said, and there’s nothing to show for 
that money.
 Wilcox said he’s received an e-mail from Swiftmud 
indicating that the agency has given consensus approval 
to the new design, so “the door is open” to revise the 
design and submit it for approval.
 But that’s still not the same thing as offi cial approval 
of a new design and offi cial approval of additional 
grants, Mattick observed.
 Wilcox agreed. Additional funding is not guar-
anteed until September, when Swiftmud approves its 
2008-09 budget.
 In addition to Mattick, some members of the 
public were opposed to “moving forward” with another 
design.
 Stormwater drainage activist Rick DeFrank spoke 
in opposition to the redesign, claiming the city has not 
yet gotten anything for the money it has paid.
 The motion to proceed with a new design passed by 
a 3-2 vote, with Mattick and Commissioner Christine 
Tollette dissenting.

‘Mistakes made’ says Woodland
 Anna Maria City Commissioner Dale Woodland, 
the commission’s recognized expert on stormwater 
drainage, has acknowledged that “some mistakes” 
were made in the process of bidding and contracting 
for Phase I of the city’s stormwater plan.
 In retrospect, Adkins Contracting Inc. should never 
have been “on the job” until the city “had a Southwest 
Florida Water Management District permit in hand,” 
he said.
 Woodland questioned himself and his fellow com-
missioners in the process.
 “Why did we put out a bid when we didn’t even 
have a permit? It doesn’t seem like we followed normal 
procedures,” he observed.
 While the city commission may have made a mis-
take, signing the contract was not one of them, Wood-

land said. Signing a contract and the start of construc-
tion are two different exercises, Woodland said. He’d 
like to know who authorized Adkins to begin construc-
tion without the required permit.
 The city signed a contract with Adkins in December 
2007, fully expecting fairly rapid Swiftmud approval of 
its drainage design. When that didn’t happen, the city 
last month asked Adkins to delay the project until the 
latter part of this year.
 Adkins declined and has sent the city a bill in the 
amount of $235,000 for services rendered.
 Mayor Fran Barford called the bill “absurd” and 
has sent it to city attorney Jim Dye for examination in 
conjunction with city engineer Tom Wilcox.
 In its bill, Adkins charged the city for nearly every 
aspect of its work, including opening letters ($22.50 
per letter), sending faxes and e-mails ($37.50 for each 
e-mail), reading an e-mail ($37.50 for each reading), 
reviewing an e-mail or letter (varied amounts), $600 
for one person to walk along the route of the swale and 
$150 to send a fax.

PLEASE SEE CONTRACTOR, NEXT PAGE
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hair
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2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050 • 941.778.4050

Spice Rack

7445 Manatee Ave. W. (Albertsons Plaza)
941-792-6200 • www.spicerackstores.com
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COLORIST
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The Hideaway
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(In Fairway Center)
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Kelly Wynn Woodland's
Summer Theater Classes

June 23 - August 10

• Script Analysis / Play Reading
• Acting / Scene Study
•  Improv Workshop

Age 16 - Adult only. No experience necessary!
$50 per class - Deadline: June 10

Information - Registration: 941-518-4431

no fury like a woman scorned,” in his 1723 play, The 
Morning Bride.
  Indeed. Last week, Adkins sent the city a “request 
for reimbursement” notice for $235,302, a sum that 
represents about 45 percent of the original contract.
  Apparently, the city is learning that it’s expensive 
to do business with Adkins. The company charged 
the city $37.50 per letter for opening various letters it 
received from the city and the same amount for “review 
of e-mail.” Picking up the telephone costs $22.50 per 
pickup, according to the bill.
 Replying to an e-mail was apparently less costly, as 
Adkins charged only $15 to return an e-mail response. 
To “review” letters, Adkins is asking the city for $75 
per letter in many cases, while some “reviews” are 
$300, according to Adkins notice.
  Adkins is also charging the city $600 for a staff 
member to do a “walking tour” of the site. That is 
apparently a bargain to the city, according to the 
claim. Adkins charged the city less, $440, $160 and 
$160 respectively, for each of the other of its three staff 
members on the same tour. And the tour was done twice 
for the same fee.
 One $300 charge in the bill is a document “delivery 
fee.”
 The company billed the city $75 each to send 
various faxes. It also charged the city $600 for a pre-
construction conference, and for the cost for fi ve staff 
members to gather information for the conference was 
$660, $440, $160, $160 and $160 respectively for each 
employee.
 Adkins billed $48,900 for its cost in the delay in 
the start of construction, and $98,200 it alleges it lost 
when it took the city’s job over an available job from 
Clark Hunt Construction.
  Additionally, Adkins claimed that because the Anna 
Maria alleys are “small to work in,” it had to buy two 
CAT mini-excavators, one for $24,400 and the other 
for $23,400. Both items were purchased before the job 
began, Adkins said. The company billed $600 for a 
staff member to do four hours of work in buying the 
equipment.  
 However, Adkins allowed that it would sell the two 
excavators at the next auction “to cover costs.”
  Mayor Fran Barford said the Adkins document is 
“under review and advisement with our engineer, staff 
and attorney,” but she characterized Adkins’ bill as 
“absurd.”
  The delay in receiving the Swiftmud permit for the 
project is even more costly than the $235,000 Adkins 
claims it is owed.
  The city has already paid Wilcox and HDR Engi-
neering about $71,000 this fi scal year for his work on 
the stormwater drainage project, with another $29,000 
paid during 2007-08 for engineering services not asso-
ciated with the drainage effort.
  Now, the city is going to have Wilcox revise the 
design for Phase I of its stormwater drainage plan 
because Swiftmud declined to approve the fi rst effort 
as it lacked some models of stormwater runoff fl ow.

Contractor seeks settlement
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

AM passes controversial lot-line law
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 After months of contentious debate, Anna Maria 
city commissioners at their May 29 meeting narrowly 
approved an ordinance that would allow for a zero 
lot line for construction of a single structure on adja-
cent lots in the city’s retail-offi ce-residential land-use 
areas.
 In effect, the ordinance allows for two ROR units 
under a single roof, as long as the units are on separate 
parcels.
 The commission’s 3-2 vote came despite a recom-
mendation from the city’s planning and zoning board 
against the measure.
 But the commission vote did not come without 
controversy.
 Commission Chairman John Quam originally ques-
tioned whether or not the ordinance was consistent with 
the city’s comprehensive plan.
 Although both city attorney Jim Dye and city plan-
ner Alan Garrett agreed the ordinance complies, Com-
missioner Duke Miller said that, in his opinion, allow-
ing two units under one roof is a duplex, which is not a 
permitted use in the recently approved comprehensive 
plan.

 Attorney Jeremy Anderson, representing William 
and Barbara Nally of Spring Avenue, who have brought 
several lawsuits against the city and its approval of 
the Sandbar restaurant plan, argued that the opinions 
offered by Dye and Garrett were incorrect. In Ander-
son’s opinion, the ordinance is in violation of the comp-
plan.
 Resident Tom Turner agreed. In his view, the ordi-
nance allows duplexes in the ROR and duplexes are not 
a permitted use.
 Not so, said Garrett. A duplex is traditionally two 
units on one lot — a lot zoned for two residential units. 
Additionally, the ordinance does not increase density 
or intensity.
 Two structures under one roof on separate lots “is 
still two separate structures,” he maintained.
 Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick said that without the 
ordinance, the city is encouraging businesses or three-
story houses in the ROR. If the city wants small-scale 
development, it needs to “compromise,” she said.
 Mike Coleman of Pine Avenue Restoration LLC 
emphasized to commissioners that the idea behind the 
ordinance does not come from his company, an appar-
ent misconception among some members of the public 
and mainland media.
 “We never requested or desired a zero lot line. We 
don’t need this for our project,” said Coleman, who 
lives on Pine Avenue.
 He also pointed out that his company did not 
receive a special exception for a zero lot line for its 
project at 315 and 317 Pine Ave. The current structure 
on the two lots is already astride a lot line.
 Coleman did offer that the commission and plan-
ning and zoning board need to get a better understand-
ing of what the ROR is supposed to accomplish for the 
city and its purpose in the long-range development of 
Pine Avenue. Otherwise, he predicted, “You can guar-
antee nothing but three-story mega-mansions on Pine 
Avenue.”
 The ordinance passed by a 3-2 vote, with Quam 
agreeing with Garrett and Dye, as well as Mattick and 
Commissioner Chris Tollette. Miller and Commissioner 
Dale Woodland dissented.
 All commissioners, however, agreed that another 
joint commission-P&Z board meeting to discuss all 
aspects of the ROR is needed. “I think it’s worth re-
addressing,” said Commissioner Dale Woodland.

Homeowner claims 
neighboring buildings 

pollute bay
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A homeowner in court over Bradenton Beach’s issu-
ance of occupancy certifi cates for neighboring proper-
ties now alleges post-permit changes to the structures 
are causing pollution of Sarasota Bay.
 Ken Lohn made the allegation in letters to both 
Bradenton Beach Mayor Michael Pierce and the Sara-
sota Bay Estuary Program, which is responsible for the 
conservation and management of Sarasota Bay. He also 
issued statements to the press.
 In his correspondence, Lohn alleges that neighbor-
ing properties — 502 Bay Drive S. and 109 Fifth St. 
S. — have been permitted and issued certifi cates of 
occupancy by the city, but that the impervious surface 
of the site is 70 percent and “far exceeds the 40 percent 
allowed.”
 Specifically, Lohn said, the developer built an 
unpermitted exterior staircase and created a stormwater 
barrier.
 Lohn further alleges that most of the stormwater 
runoff from the site now is directed to Fifth Street 
South and then “directly into Sarasota Bay,” sending 
“thousands of gallons of polluted stormwater” into the 
water.

The Islander’s calls to SBEP were not returned.
 City offi cials have declined to comment on the 
matter, noting that it is related to a case in Manatee 
County Circuit Court.
 Earlier this year, Lohn, represented by Sarasota 
attorney Robert Turffs, challenged the certifi cates of 
occupancy issued by the city for 502 Bay Drive S. and 
109 Fifth St. S.

PLEASE SEE LOHN, NEXT PAGE
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 A former chair of the city’s board of adjustment, 
Lohn raised numerous concerns about the neighbor-
ing properties — known as Hibiscus I and Hibiscus II. 
Both are owned by Synovus Banks and were initially 
developed by Steve Noriega.
 The complaint to the BOA contained several basic 
claims: that the center line in the driveway serving 
Hibiscus I and Hibiscus II is “much less than 40 feet” 
from the center line of his driveway; that landscap-
ing timbers were improperly placed into the driveway 
space; and that construction took place too close to the 
waterfront and without proper public input.
 On Feb. 26, the board of adjustment voted 4-0 to 
recommend that the city commission dismiss Lohn’s 
appeal. A conclusion of law report drafted by city attor-
ney Ricinda Perry for the BOA stated that the appeal 
of the certifi cates of occupancy was not timely — fi led 
three years late in the case of 502 Bay Drive S. and by 
more than a week for 109 Fifth St. S. The certifi cate of 
occupancy for the Bay Drive property was issued Dec. 
30, 2004, and the CO for the Fifth Street property on 
Dec. 20, 2007. Appeals of COs, under the city’s land-
development code, must be fi led within 30 days.
 Second, since the appeal was fi led late, the board 
of adjustment determined it is without jurisdiction to 
hear the matter and issue a recommendation.
 Turffs responded with the claim that a Jan. 4 letter 
notifying the city of Lohn’s intention to appeal the CO 
met the 30-day requirement. 
 In April, Lohn’s attorney asked the city commission 
to ask the BOA to review the appeal on its merits so the 
parties involved could avoid the courthouse, where he 
had asked a judge to quash the board of adjustment’s 
dismissal of the appeal.
 The commission, however, decided to allow the 
BOA decision to stand and let the court decide.

Lohn challenges neighbors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

AM resident at odds with Sandbar
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
  Anna Maria resident Marie White of Spring Avenue 
has long opposed the Sandbar Restaurant’s renovation 
that allowed new rest rooms and an outdoor pavilion 
for weddings.
  Two weeks ago, she took her case to the city’s code 
enforcement offi cer, fi ling a letter that alleges numerous 
code violations are taking place at the restaurant.
  White claims the Sandbar is violating the city’s ordi-
nance on prohibited signs, the city’s Dumpster ordinance, 
its limits on special events, and violating the city code that 
prohibits run-off from private property to city property.
  “Mr. Chiles continues to violate city code,” White 
alleges against Sandbar owner Ed Chiles in her code 
complaint.
  White further stated that “Mr. Chiles has benefi ted 
from the City of Anna Maria’s tourism, but he has not 
been faithful in repaying that benefi t with adherence to 

the code that all others are expected to follow.”
  While acknowledging that Chiles “has done much 
for the community,” White said such benevolence 
“should not give him the right to blatantly break the 
codes. 
  Building offi cial Bob Welch said the issues raised 
by White have been discussed with Chiles and compli-
ance is under way. He added that the city will monitor 
that progress at regular intervals. 
 Welch is the city’s code enforcement offi cer in the 
absence of Gerry Rathvon, who is on vacation.

P&Z to review Sandbar site plan
 Anna Maria’s planning and zoning board was slated 
to review the Sandbar’s completed renovation project 
relative to the approved site plan at its June 3 meet-
ing.
 White sent the board a separate letter objecting to 
the site plan.

Nonprofi ts seek weekend blood donors

Sue Hamilton of Holmes Beach relaxes after being 
the fi rst to donate blood in last year’s Island Blood 
Drive at the Publix Super Market in Holmes Beach. 
This year’s event will take place June 7-8 at St. Ber-
nard Catholic Church. Islander File Photo: Lisa Neff

Celebrating No. 57
Dale and Kit Redeker of Bradenton Beach cel-
ebrated a 57th anniversary May 22. The two mar-
ried on Dale’s fi rst furlough from the U.S. Army 
in 1951. They attend Crosspointe Fellowship in 
Holmes Beach. Their children are David and wife 
Susan of Bradenton Beach, Tim and wife Laura and 
of Bradenton, and Dale Jr. and wife Marilyn, and 
of Kalamazoo, Mich. The Redekers also have two 
grandchildren — Sedona of Kalamazoo and Abrye of 
Bradenton. Islander Photo: Marion Duncan

Parker-Mapp, Horigan engaged
 Nancy Parker-Mapp and John Garret Horigan 
recently announced their engagement and upcoming 
wedding.
 Nancy is the daughter of Ersa and John Parker of 
Toronto, Canada, and Garret is the son of Trudy and 
John Horigan of Anna Maria Island.
 Nancy and her three children will be moving to 
Florida in July.

 The annual Island Blood Drive to raise money for 
fi ve Island non-profi t groups will take place June 7-8.
 The event will take place at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, eliminating past years’ 
variety of Island locations. The intent, said organizers, 
is to speed up the process for donors by providing 16 
stations in one place.
 The drive is a partnership between Florida Blood 
Services, an anonymous family foundations and Anna 
Maria Island Community Center, Anna Maria Island 
Privateers, Anna Maria Island Rotary Club, Wildlife 
Education Rehabilitation of Anna Maria and West 
Manatee Fire Rescue Volunteers.
 In this partnership, FBS collects blood.
 The nonprofi ts receive cash donations — each suc-
cessful blood donor can chose one of the fi ve charities 
or a combination of the groups to receive $100 from 
the anonymous benefactor.
 The anonymous benefactor continues a charitable 
endeavor that has, for example, resulted in contribu-
tions of more than $10,000 for Wildlife Inc. to feed 
the many critters they rehabilitate, for the Privateers’ 
scholarship efforts and much needed funding for the 
other groups.
 And blood donors get to contribute to a cause with-
out spending money, and, if they are among the fi rst 250 
to donate, leave with a free souvenir T-shirt.

 For more information about the blood drive or 
requirements for donating blood, call 800-682-5663 
or go to www.fbsdonor.org.
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Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church
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Come Celebrate Christ
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512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
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StreetlifeStreetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City
 May 27, 12000 Gulf Drive, grand theft. The com-
plainant said someone took her beach bag while she 
and her daughter were on the beach, then took the car 
keys from the bag and stole their car.

Bradenton Beach
 May 21, 100 block Sixth Street South, fraud. 
The complainant said she believed her son had taken 
approximately $780 from her accounts. Warrants were 
issued for his arrest. 
 May 22, 116 Bridge Street, Sports Lounge, tres-
pass. Offi cers issued a trespass warning to a woman 
who allegedly stalking the complainant. 
 May 25, 2100 Gulf Drive S., Coquina Beach, drugs. 
Offi cers responded to a report of a fi ght on the beach. 
Upon a search, offi cers found three marijuana cigarettes 
in the pocket of Kyle P. McQuagge, 18, of Riverview. 
He was arrested.
 May 26, 200 block Bay Drive North, domestic. Offi -
cers were dispatched on a domestic dispute. Upon arrival, 
a woman was found with blood coming from her chin, 
which she said was caused by her boyfriend. He was 
found asleep in a bedroom. Upon awakening, he became 
belligerent and was arrested. The woman declined to 
press charges, but the man was arrested on obstruction 
charges after he became abusive to offi cers. 

Holmes Beach
 May 23, 200 block 66th Street, criminal mischief. 
The complainant said someone broke a window of his 
house but did not gain entry. Damage was estimated at 
$100.
 May 24, 600 block Concord Lane, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took a stereo from a vehicle 
parked in the front of the house.
 May 24, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
theft. The complainant said two people sitting near him 
on the beach had taken his belongings while he went 
for a walk on the beach, and pointed out his property to 
offi cers. Both people were charged with petty theft. 
 May 25, 8000 block Marina Isle Lane, theft. The 
complainant said someone took $350 worth of gear 
from his boat overnight.
 May 25, 6300 block Gulf Drive, disturbance. The 
complainant said someone moved a beach canopy. The 
complainant and another family claimed ownership of 
the beach tent. A disturbance ensued, police confi scated 
the canopy in question until ownership could be ascer-
tained. It was placed in evidence. 
 May 25, 3015 Gulf Drive, Citgo Gas, robbery. The 
complainant said three people, two men and a woman, 
had robbed him of his wallet and other items.
 May 26, 3000 block Avenue E, battery. Offi cers 
responded to a report of a fi ght between two men. Two 
men were located, both appeared intoxicated, accord-
ing to the report, one of whom said another man had 
attacked him on the beach. Subsequent investigation 
identifi ed the man who had apparently attacked the 
other two. He was arrested. 
 May 26, 100 block 75th Street, burglary. The com-
plainant said someone took her car stereo, valued at 

$250, from her vehicle. 
 May 27, 500 block 59th Street, domestic battery. Offi -
cers responded to a complaint of a domestic dispute at which 
the woman claimed a man grabbed her, ripped off her shirt, 
then left on his motorcycle, according to the report. 
 May 28, 100 block White Avenue, criminal mis-
chief. The complainant said someone sprayed graffi ti 
on a wall.
 May 28, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
theft. The complainant said someone took a tide moni-
tor from the beach.
 May 28, 600 block Hampshire Lane, grand theft. The 
complainant said someone took three fi shing poles with 
a value of $150 each from his boat in his backyard. 
  May 28, 400 block 76th Street, theft. The complainant 
said someone took a bougainvillea plant from her yard.
 May 28, 500 block 59th Street, battery. Offi cers 
responded to a call of a man who had been a suspect 
of a domestic violence investigation earlier in the day 
and arrested him.
 May 28, 3900 East Bay Drive, Publix, shoplifting. 
Offi cers responded to a complaint of a man shoplifting 
meat with a value of $77.26 from the store. He admitted 
the theft. Subsequent record checks revealed outstand-
ing warrants from Volusia County, but extradition was 
declined. He was arrested.
 May 29, 100 block White Avenue, damage. The 
complainant said someone took canvas frames and 
signs from the beach and threw them into the Gulf of 
Mexico overnight.
 May 29, 5424 Marina Drive, Jessie’s Island Store, 
trespass. Offi cers were called regarding a suspicious 
person and found a man sleeping behind the store. He 
was issued a trespass warning.
 May 29, 5600 block Gulf Drive, domestic. The 
complainant said she wanted a man at her home to 
leave. He decided to “take a break and allow things to 
cool down and would leave for the evening,” according 
to the report.

Homicide case 
remains open six 

months later
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 In the days after the discovery of Carla Beard’s 
body in a bed of seagrape leaves behind a beach house, 
Holmes Beach police knew time was critical.
 Beard, 29, was not from the Island, and anyone who 
knew of her arrival to the Island or of her death might 
also be only a visitor, offi cers suspected.
 May 26 marked the six-month anniversary of 
Beard’s death and June 1 marked the six-month anni-
versary of the discovery of her body near the beach at 
50th Street and Fifth Avenue in Holmes Beach. Renters 
looking for the source of an odor came across Beard’s 
remains on Dec. 1, 2007.
 In the time that has passed, HBPD detective Sgt. 
Terri Davis said a number of possible leads have been 
followed and tips checked out.
 Davis declined to elaborate, citing an open inves-
tigation. But she said people as recently as two weeks 
ago provided HBPD with possible leads.
 “We’re still seeking information,” she said. “Any 
kind of lead, we pursue them all.”
 Davis said just two weeks ago a man provided pos-
sible information in the Beard case to HBPD. “People 
say, ‘I didn’t think about it before but…’”
 Such a detail may eventually lead authorities to 
solve the homicide, Davis said.
 Beard had gone missing after leaving a Sarasota First 
Step substance abuse treatment center Nov. 26, 2007. 
Offi cials believe she died soon after she left facility.
 HBPD investigators went to work to build a time-
line, as well as pursue leads in Beard’s disappearance 
and death by a blow to the head. Chief Jay Romine 
urged witnesses to step forward, saying “somebody out 
there … knows what happened.”
 The Gold Star Club of Manatee County continues 
to offer a $5,000 reward for information leading to an 
arrest and the Manatee County Crime Stoppers has put 
up an additional $1,000 reward for information leading 
to an arrest and conviction.
 Authorities are urging anyone with information 
about Beard’s death to call the Holmes Beach Police 
Department at 941-708-5800. Anonymous tips may also 
be made to Manatee County Crime Stoppers hotline at 
866-634-8477 (TIPS) or at www.manateecrimestop-
pers.com/anonymoustips.html.

Reward offered in 
Anna Maria theft

 A $500 reward is offered in the wake of a theft of 
fi shing gear and kayaks from an Anna Maria residence 
May 20.
 A witness saw three teenagers, two boys and one 
girl, take “two fully-equipped kayaks, one gray, one 
straw in color, plus seven rods and reels, a RayMarine 
FishFinder, and a Vertex Standard GPS chartplotter.” 
 The theft occurred on South Bay Boulevard at 
about 9:45 p.m. 
 Anyone with information on the robbery is asked 
to call 813-477-4885, or e-mail bakerbk@aol.com. 

Man slammed baby onto 
foot stool, police say

 Bradenton Beach police arrested a 52-year-old man 
on charges he slammed an infant into a foot stool during 
an argument.
 The man, Peter C. Murray, allegedly had been 
drinking and was arrested on charges of aggravated 
child abuse and domestic battery. The extent of the vic-
tim’s injuries were not immediately known. 
 Police said Murray and his girlfriend were arguing 
when Murray reportedly slapped her face. The woman was 
leaving with her children, including a 3-month-old, when 
Murray allegedly grabbed the infant and slammed him 
down face-fi rst onto a stool, according to a police report.
 Mike Quinn, editor of NewsManatee.com, contrib-
uted to this report. 

Two charged on illegal net charges
 Two men were arrested by wildlife regulators 
May 29 on charges of illegal gillnet fi shing off Perico 
Island.
 Charged were Travis Ackroyd, 21, of Ruskin, and 
Luther Sasser, 22, of Anna Maria. 
 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion offi cers charged the pair with illegally using a 400-
foot monofi lament gillnet to catch about 600 pounds of 
mullet. The net and the catch were confi scated.
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ObituariesObituaries
Daniel J. Bruno

 Daniel J. Bruno, 72, of Bradenton, died May 25. 
 Mr. Bruno was born in Riverdale, N.Y., and resided 
in New Jersey. In 1990, he divided his time between 
New Jersey and Bradenton. Upon his retirement after 
35 years of service as vice president of the Smith 
Barney Brokerage Firm in New York and New Jersey, 
he settled on Perico Island. He graduated from Iona 
College with a business degree. He entered the U.S. 
Marine Corps in 1958 and became a captain serving in 
Okinawa, Japan, and later Camp Lejeune, N.C., com-
pleting active duty in 1961. He was the chaplain of 
the Marine Corps League, De Soto Detachment No. 
588, Bradenton. He was a member of the Bradenton 
Elks No. 1511. He was the president of the Perico Isles 
Homeowners Association. 
 Funeral Mass was held in May at Ss. Peter & Paul 
the Apostles Catholic Church Chapel, and full mili-
tary honors followed. Brown and Sons Funeral Home 
and Crematory, 43rd Street Chapel, Bradenton, was in 
charge of arrangements. Memorial donations may be 
made to American Heart Association, P.O. Box 20963, 
St. Petersburg FL 33742.
 He is survived by his wife Geraldine ‘’Gerry’’; son 
Daniel and his wife Bambi of Mount Laurel, N.J.; stepson 
Christopher Mosca and his wife Michele of Toms River, 
N.J.; sister Deanna Lyons of Colorado Springs, Colo.; and 
grandchildren Linda, Daniel and Christopher Ray. 

Patricia M. Freudenthal
 Patricia M. Freudenthal, 81, of Holmes Beach, died 
May 23.
 Born in Erie, Pa., Mrs. Freudenthal was a longtime 
visitor of Holmes Beach before her retirement. She was 
a graduate of Western Reserve University and Syracuse 
University, where she received a master’s degree in 
library science. 
 A celebration of her life will be held in the fall. 
Memorials may be made to the Patricia M. and Juan R. 
Freudenthal Endowed Scholarship, Simmons College, 
Advancement Offi ce, 300 The Fenway, Boston,MA 
02115, or Island Branch Library Memorials, 5702 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, or Planned 
Parenthood, attention Veronica Moore, 2005 Wood St., 
Suite 110, Sarasota FL 34237. Griffi th-Cline Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrangements.
 She is survived by daughter Linda Simon of Fresco, 
Colo.; sister Jo-an Webb of Holmes Beach; nieces Patri-
cia Moynihan and Suzanne Thomas of Holmes Beach 
and Diane Nolly of Denver; nephew David DeLancey 
of Charleston, S.C.; nine great-nieces and great-neph-
ews; and two great-great-nieces.

Marjorie Louise Fowlkes-Shannon
 Marjorie Louise Fowlkes-Shannon, 72, of Augusta, 
Ga., and Holmes Beach, died May 18.
 Born in Appomattox, Va., Mrs. Fowlkes-Shannon 

was a registered nurse. She served in the U.S. Army 
from 1959-1962 as an X-ray technician and received 
a good conduct award in the service. She was a grad-
uate of Kings County Hospital of Nursing and Drury 
College, where she graduated magna cum laude with 
her bachelor’s of science in nursing. She was retired 
from the uptown division of the Augusta Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. She attended Barnes 
Avenue Friendship Chapel in Fort Gordon and was 
active at the Shiloh Senior Center before her ill-
ness.
 Visitation and service were at St. Johns First 
Baptist Institutional Church, 1108 29th St. E., 
Palmetto. Arrangements were by Grace Funeral 
Home.
 She is survived by her husband Sam Shannon 
Jr. and sons Sam R. and wife Sheri; Michael S. and 
wife Venus, and Eric E.; grandchildren Logan, Dela-
ney, Michael, Devyn, Tristin, Shelby, Kelsey; sister 
Roberta Lindsey; brother Freddie Fowlkes; sister-in-
law Betty Jones; brothers-in-law Ernest, Larry and 
wife Velma; Ervin and wife Emma; and many other 
relatives and friends. 

Curt J. Whitenack
 Curt J. Whitenack, 46, of Chicago and a winter 
visitor of Holmes Beach, died May 27.
 Born in Wausau, Wis., Mr. Whitenack was a part-
ner in the law fi rm of McDonnell Bolehnen Hubert 
and Berghoff Intellectual Property in Chicago. He 
graduated from N. Fond du Lac, Wis. He received his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin 
and graduated cum laude from University of Wisconsin 
Law School and specialized in intellectual property, 
litigating patent infringement, trade secret, contract and 
antitrust issues. 
  Memorial services were June 7 in Park Ridge, Ill. 
Memorial contributions may be made to St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, 306 S. Prospect Ave., Park Ridge 
IL 60068. Ryan-Parke Funeral Home was in charge of 
arrangements.
 He is survived by wife Brenda; sons Matthew and 
Andrew; brother Paul and his wife Rhonda; parents 
Lois Hudelson and James; and many nieces and neph-
ews.  

Relayers rally to fi ght cancer
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Barbara Rischmann lost her husband recently to 
lung cancer.
 She remembered him as she walked the track May 
31 at the Anna Maria Island Relay for Life, a benefi t 
for the American Cancer Society at Coquina Beach.
 A survivor of breast cancer, she also walked the 
track for herself and others who have survived to fi ght 
back, raise awareness and invest in a cure.
 “I’m done with my treatment and cancer free,” she 
said, lifting a pink baseball cap to show off her short 
hair. “I’m here because I just wanted to show my sup-
port. We’re all in this together.”
 RFL is ACS’s signature activity — hundreds of 
relays take place across the country with teams gather-
ing for overnight relays on beaches and in parks, stadi-
ums and fi elds.
 The Relay for Life dates back to 1985, when Gordy 
Klatt, a Tacoma, Wash., colorectal surgeon, wanted to 
boost the income of his local American Cancer Society 
offi ce with a marathon. In May 1985, Klatt spent 24 
hours circling a track at the University of Puget Sound 
in Tacoma. He ran for more than 83 miles and raised 
about $27,000 from donors who gathered to watch.
 The next year, Klatt and Pat Flynn formally created 
Relay for Life with 19 teams who raised $33,000.
 Now an estimated 3.5 million people participate in 
RFL events each year. There are similarities to each of the 
events — ceremonial walks involving cancer survivors 
and caregivers, the lighting of luminarias in memory of 
those who have died and rallying speeches for research 
money for cures and improved treatments.
 The AMIRFL brought together teams of volunteers, 
many of whom pledged at least $100 to the cause and 
raised money with other events leading up to the relay 
and overnight camp-out at Coquina Beach.
 Many of the walkers either were survivors of 
cancer, battling cancer, or family or friends of people 
who have experienced those battles.
 “We relay because we’ve all been touched by 
cancer,” said Laura McAdams, the event’s co-chair. 
“And we’re here to put a stop to cancer.… You’re 
making a difference.”
 “Together,” said organizer Kimberly Borsheim, 
“we will continue to fi ght back.”
 To break up the potential monotony of circling the 
track for hours, organizers added some twists to the 
walks — poker laps, crazy-hat laps, three-legged laps 
and “walk like an Egyptian” laps.
 Musicians and a DJ turned out to entertain while 
the volunteers make their laps. Also, the Anna Maria 
Island Privateers were on board with activities, along 
with a children’s festival coordinated by Cindy Thomp-
son and hosted by the Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce team.
 When all the checks, paper bills and coins are 
counted, AMIRFL organizers hope to have raised at 
least $35,000, which is committed to the local Ameri-
can Cancer Society chapter.

SAM meeting 
set for June 7

 Save Anna Maria Inc. will hold a general 
meeting at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 7, at the 
Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 For more information, call SAM president 
Billie Martini at 941-778-2549.
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The Islander invites graduation announcements 
from the class of 2008, as well as other scholastic 
reports for publication.
 Send announcements, along with high-resolu-
tion photographs of students, to news@islander.org. 
Announcements may also be mailed to The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, or left 
at the newspaper offi ce, located in the Island Shopping 
Center.
 Please include the name of the student, details of 
the student’s achievement, future goals, the names 
of local relatives and a contact name and telephone 
number.

Cruising after college
William A. Malfese II, 21, graduated from Florida 
State University in late April with a bachelor’s of 
science degree in sports management, a diploma 
to show for his work — and a new Volvo, accord-
ing to his “broke but proud” mom, Bonnie Malfese. 
Bill graduated from Manatee High School and now 
resides in Tallahassee.

High school royalty
Two Islanders — friends 
Zachary Anderson and 
Kaci Kennedy — were 
elected prom king and 
prom queen for Manatee 
High School last month. 
This month, both will be 
graduating. In the fall, 
Zachary plans to attend 
the University of Alabama 
and Kaci will attend the 
College of William and 
Mary in Williamsburg, 
Va., to study international 
business.

Cap and glory
College-bound 
Codyann K. Catlin 
graduated in May, a 
member of the 2008 
class at Cardinal 
Mooney High School. 
“Congratulations to 
a wonderful daughter, 
sister and friend. You 
did it with class. We 
are all so proud of 
you. Love from mom, 
dad and Christian,” 
reads a message 
delivered by dad, 
Islander reporter 
Rick Catlin.

In her master’s cape
Sarah Thomas, 24, wore her master’s cape as she 
graduated May 11 with a master’s degree in Spanish: 
Latin American Studies — and a 3.5 GPA — from 
American University in Washington, D.C. Sarah 
is moving to Asheville, N.C., to work as a transla-
tor and teacher. She is a graduate of Anna Maria 
Elementary, King Middle and Manatee High schools, 
as well as Florida Gulf Coast University. Her parents 
are Susan and Richard Thomas. Her brother, Ste-
phen, attends Manatee High.

School auditorium to get overdue renovations
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Recent events held in the Anna Maria Elementary 
School auditorium, such as the building’s dedication 
to James Kronus and the fifth-grade production of 
“Cinderella,” drew the attendance of Manatee County 
School board member Harry Kinnan and that may have 
helped shed light on some outstanding problems with 
the facility.
 Kinnan noted that the AME fi fth-grade play was 

“outstanding” and that the “quality of the auditorium 
should be equal to the wonderful shows” that the Island 
community supports. “The auditorium is a great gather-
ing place for the community and it gets packed for the 
school plays,” he said.
 However, when the auditorium was slated to be 
renovated during the 2005-06 school year in conjunc-
tion with the construction of the new main building, 
items such as public rest rooms and new lighting fell 
victim to rising construction costs.
 In August 2005, The Islander reported funding 
for the auditorium renovations that included approxi-
mately $290,000, would address air quality issues 
and provide new carpeting, a covered walkway to the 
music-art building, tie the existing building’s fi re alarm, 
public address system and phones to the newly built 
main building and the interior and exterior would be 
painted.
 Principal Tom Levengood, who transferred to AME 
after the completion of the school’s construction phase, 
said he found the auditorium still in need of attention.
 “I put in work orders to repair the lighting,” said 
Levengood. “The lens covers needed replacing, but 
some of the lights in the back are the original light 
fi xtures and the wiring and insullation just crumbles 
when touched. It will be cheaper to retrofi t the lighting 
than buy parts to fi x them.”
 It’s not only the overhead lighting that needs to 
be replaced, but the stage lighting as well. In addition, 
Levengood said that the spotlights have to be plugged 
into extension cords rather than directly into a wall 
outlet, which poses a fi re hazard.
 A fi nal point of contention is the lack of public rest 
rooms. “There is no public bathroom,” Levengood said. 
The auditorium has bathrooms, but they are on stage 
and therefore inaccessible to an audience during events. 
“Audience members have to go into an unlocked, unat-
tended building to access a public rest room.”
 Kinnan brought these issues to the attention of 
Manatee School Superintendent Dr. Roger Dearing on 
behalf of AME. “I’m pleased to announce that we will 
continue to do the things that need to be done,” said 
Kinnan. “Our goal is to keep enhancing [the audito-
rium] so AME plays continue to play a prominent role 
in the community.” 
 Levengood said that he has received a phone call 
from Dearing promising to “make it right.”
 Meanwhile, Levengood is expecting a visit from the 
district’s construction services department to assess the 
auditorium’s lighting, electrical and rest room needs. 
After a site visit, the project will be put up for approval 
by the school board and following approval, the project 
will go out for bids. 
 Levengood said he does not yet have an estimated 
cost or timeline yet. 
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Bradenton Beach continues to monitor lights
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton Beach code enforcement officers, 
assisted by a state agent, continue to monitor problem 
lighting on the shore as sea-turtle nesting season enters 
its second month.
 Code enforcement offi cers Gail Garneau and Wendy 
Chabot contacted property owners and property manag-
ers along Gulf Drive last week after receiving a state 
report on potential lighting violations that could harm 
sea turtles and impact nesting.
 Regulations vary in each of the Island cities, but 
generally the rule is lights out after dark on the beaches 
during nesting season, which began May 1 and runs 
through October. Artifi cial lights away from the water, 
can disorient the mother turtles and their hatchlings that 
are instinctively drawn to the sea by the refl ection of 
the moon and stars on the water.
 In mid-May, Garneau, Chabot and city building 
offi cial Steve Gilbert joined Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission agent Jean Higgins in a 

nighttime walk on the beach.
 Higgins prepared a report that she recently sent 
to the code enforcement offi cers, who last week were 
reviewing the document and contacting Gulfront prop-
erty owners.
 Higgins, as she traveled along the beach, said she 
observed bright lights, decorative lights and fl ood-

lights mounted on the sides of buildings that should be 
shielded or replaced with low-wattage, low-pressure 
sodium, coated bulbs; interior lights and signs seen 
through open windows that should be turned off during 
the season; and exterior signs that should be turned off 
or diminished with lower wattage bulbs.
 Garneau said the city was sharing Higgins’ con-
cerns with property owners and hoping to get matters 
corrected without taking enforcement action.
 Lighting violations, said Garneau, can be serious 
— for the turtles and for the property owners.
 The city’s code states that if the property owner 
is cited, they must appear before a special master, and 
if there is a fi nding a violation has occurred, the fi rst 
violation “may be punishable by a fi ne not to exceed 
$250 per day” and $500 per day for repeat violations.
 Also, sea turtles are protected by state and federal 
laws. Florida law states that “no person may take, pos-
sess, disturb, mutilate, destroy … or harass any marine 
turtle or its nest or eggs at any time.” There are fi nes 
for violating the federal and state protection laws.

Turtle volunteer ‘remotes’ from beach to ‘home offi ce’

Ed Heckman on the beach in Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch’s “section three,” which stretches from 
the Beach Bistro in Holmes Beach to the Sandbar 
Restaurant in Anna Maria. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Ed Heckman’s remote offi ce allows him to spend 
mornings in semi-remote locations.
 Heckman, who’s spent his professional life on the 
engineering side of energy, works with power plant 
operators from his home in northwest Bradenton.
 That means Heckman stays close to his wife, 
Carol.
 And that means Heckman regularly gets out to the 
beach.
 On many Friday mornings, the Heckmans have 
patrolled the Gulf of Mexico shore from the Sand-
bar Restaurant in Anna Maria to the Beach Bistro in 
Holmes Beach as volunteers with Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch.
 The weekly walk, beginning in early May and con-
tinuing through October, became a tradition for Heck-
man and his wife. “It’s something for us to do together,” 
Heckman says.
 But on recent Fridays, with his wife suffering a 
back injury, Heckman has made the walk alone.
 Heckman is a third-year veteran with AMITW, 
the nonprofi t group that monitors the sea-turtle nest-
ing season through permits with the state and a contract 
with the county.
 “This is a chance to give back to the Island,” Heck-
man says. “And the people in the group are kindred 
spirits really.”
 The Heckmans settled in Bradenton about five 
years ago, moving from Allentown, Pa., where Heck-
man had been an engineer with a public utility.
 He hasn’t retired, but instead has relocated to a 
home offi ce, and from there he promotes power plant 

safety and effi ciency.
 “With my offi ce at home, that enables me to do 
things like this,” Heckman says as he stopped to remove 
remnants of several bottle rockets from the beach in 
AMITW’s section three. “We spend a lot of time out 

Nesting by the 
numbers

 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch reported 
18 loggerhead sea turtle nests on the beaches 
as of June 1.
 AMITW also had reported 11 false crawls.
 In May 2007, AMITW reported 7 nests, and 
in May 2006, AMITW reported six nests.
 Nesting season continues through October.
 The due date for the fi rst hatch is July 12.

here on the Island.”
 Heckman said by volunteering with AMITW, he 
feels like he’s protecting the environment that draws 
so many to the Island.
 He pauses in his walk north from the Beach Bistro 
to point out several chairs left overnight on the beach. 
Cups of fl at beer are nearby in the sand.
 “These can be a problem,” Heckman says of 
the chairs. AMITW walkers don’t remove beach 
furniture that could obstruct a turtle’s crawl on the 
sand a to nesting spot, but they do report finds to 
their coordinators. He shakes his head. “It’s amaz-
ing how much people leave out here. Some people 
don’t know this is a problem. Some people just don’t 
care.”
 Heckman resumes his walk, leaving the chairs on 
the sand.
 “You walk along the tide line,” Heckman says, 
offering a turtle-walker tip on the signs to look for that 
indicate a female sea turtle has nested on the beach. The 
tracks, he says, will be large, like tractor treads. “It’s 
really pretty easy to see.”
 “The fi rst year we did this, we discovered the fi rst 
nest of the year on Mother’s Day,” Heckman says. 
“And last year, almost every time we came out we got 
rewarded with a nest.”
 He adds that most Fridays he sees something 
unique, or interesting, different or beautiful. He’s seen 
birds he’s never seen before. He’s seen cottages come 
down and homes go up. He’s seen dolphins swimming 
close to shore. He’s seen shellers collecting high tide’s 
treasures. And he’s seen hatchlings heading for a new 
home in the Gulf of Mexico.
 “Every day, it’s something,” he says.

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!
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j o l l y  d i nn e r  s amp l i n g
ahi tuna appetizer, 10

gazpacho (cup), 5

hearts of palm salad, 8

dinner-size caesar, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

chicken cordon bleu, 16

mussels in wine-garlic-dijon, 13

pasta alfredo, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

sirloin strip steak, 17

strip steak sandwich, 15

grouper sandwich, 14
 grilled, blackened, pan-seared
 or breaded-sauteed

jolly italian beef sandwich, 12

big burger on french bread, 12

and for kids (anytime)...
french hot dog, 8
chicken strips, 10
cheese&mac, 7

Arrrrrgh! Try the new
pirate experience on 
Anna Maria Island! 

                              
at the old world 

WORLDLY DINING ~ ISLAND BISTRO 
Where pirates, privateers, buccaneers and 

Islanders have a hearty good time!
ITALIAN ~ STEAKS ~ SUMMER MENU

Open for dinner 7 nights and Sunday Brunch
New lighter fare, new menu — lower prices!

Island Shopping Center ~ 5406 Marina Drive ~Holmes Beach
www.amijollyroger.com  www.oohlalabistro.com     

941.778.5320

WORLDLY DINING ~ ISLAND BISTRO

Stefan Zelinka 
entertains Friday 
& Saturday nights

Plus … Aldo’s Italian Fare AND all the favorites 
from the Ooh La La! fi ne dining menu! 

Chef Aldo’s 
serving his 
special 
Canellonni, 
Lasagna and 
Italian specials 
every night.

When’s the last time you tasted When’s the last time you tasted 
coffee in an old-fashioned coffee in an old-fashioned 

“diner” mug?“diner” mug?

Island Shopping CenterIsland Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978Phone  941 778-7978

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad –for as little as $20.00!

9am-7:30pm Tues-Sun
breakfast all day • lunch • dinner

12507 Cortez Road
 at the Cortez Fishing Center

(941)  795-7796

PRIME RIB
Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays 2-7:30pm

$9.99

20% OFF ANY MEAL
(equal or lesser value)

coupon valid thru 6/21/08, not valid on specials

Now Serving
Ice Cream!

New Owner

Friday Fish Dinner $8.99
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House of Pizza
Buffet Special
Buy regular price buffet 

and get second for 

$299
with purchase of a 

soft drink each

                 941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W.
            Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm

PLEASE PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES 6-10-08

FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* – CALL 778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.

Saturday, June 7
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. — The Bridge Street Market featur-

ing produce, gifts, souvenirs and snacks takes place on 
Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach. Organizers encour-
age people to take the trolley and bring canvas bags to 
make the trip a “green” outing. Information: 941-518-
4431.

8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island hosts a breakfast meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The speaker is Nick 
Drizos of the SMART Horse Ranch. Information: 941-
795-8697.

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The eighth annual Island Blood 
Drive takes place at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 
S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 800-682-
5663.

10:30 a.m. — Save Anna Maria Inc. holds a general 
membership meeting at the Island Branch Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
2549.

Sunday, June 8
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The eighth annual Island Blood 

Drive takes place at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 
S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 800-682-
5663.

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory and 
Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, 
hosts World Ocean Day Family Festival. Fee. Informa-
tion: 941-388-4441.

Tuesday, June 10
10 a.m. — The Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 

Drive, Holmes Beach hosts a performance by the Tex 
Calli Mexican and Spanish Dancers. Information: 941-
778-6341.

Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets 
for lunch and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 
200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. The speaker is 
Erin “Tommy” Vaughan-Birch, a volunteer lecturer 
from Mote Marine Laboratory. Fee. Information: 941-
778-1880.

Wednesday, June 11
 7:45 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce holds a breakfast program at the Sun House 
Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1541.
 5:30 p.m. — Dawn Gurtner teaches the basics of 
drawing to teens at the Island Branch Library, 5701 

Saturday June 7

Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.

Ongoing: 
• This month, the Island Gallery West’s featured 

artist for June is painter Merribeth Bursik. Her work 
will be featured in the gallery, 5368 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, through June 30. Information: 941-
778-6648.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch 
horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, offers a range of classes 
for adults and children Mondays through Saturdays. 
Fees. Information: 941-778-1908 or www.islandcom-
munitycenter.com.
 • On Fridays, the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center hosts a family night, including regular skate 
nights and movie nights. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the 
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., 
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to 
answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking 
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the 

American Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, 
hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Information: 941-794-
3489.
 • On the fi rst and third Saturdays in June and July, 
the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association pres-
ents the Bridge Street Market from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-518-4431.

Coming up:
 • On June 15, Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquar-
ium hosts the Pirate Coast Dive Festival at Siesta Key 
Beach. Fee. Information: 941-388-4441.
 • On June 25, the Island Players series of summer 
theater classes begin 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesdays at 
the theater. Information: 941-518-4431.

Save the date:
 • On July 3, the BeachHouse Restaurant presents its 
annual fi reworks display. Information: 941-779-2222.
 • On July 19, the South Florida Museum celebrates 
the birthday of Snooty the Manatee. Information: 941-
746-4131.
 • On Aug. 15-17, the Island Players welcome the 
Welsh Players to the Island for a performance of “The 
Importance of Being Earnest.” Fee. Information: 941-
778-5755.

Clubbing
Barry Gould, left, vice president of the Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island, welcomes new member Michael 
Klotz, center, of Pool America, along with Rotary Member Don Fernald. Klotz joined the group at the May 27 
lunch meeting at the BeachHouse Restaurant in Bradenton Beach. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose 
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3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

Early Birds
Mon-Fri 3-6 pmMon-Fri 3-6 pm

except on holidays
Popular Dinner Entrees

House Wine $3 • Draft Beer $1.50

The City Pier RestaurantThe City Pier Restaurant
Open 11am daily for Lunch & DinnerOpen 11am daily for Lunch & Dinner

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria
779-1667779-1667

Iron Skillet Café 

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues - Sat 7:30am-3am • Sun 7:30-3pmTues - Sat 7:30am-3am • Sun 7:30-3pm
CLOSED MONDAYSCLOSED MONDAYS

Now Open until 3am! 

Late Nights at the Late Nights at the 

Iron Skillet CaféIron Skillet Café

Brade ttoBraddeennttttoonn
etcafe comlletcafe com

until 3am!
Tuesday –Saturday Tuesday –Saturday 
Breakfast and lunch Breakfast and lunch 

all day and night! all day and night! 

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JUNE 4-10

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1.75 
LTR

$1499 1.75 
LTR$1999 

Smirnoff VodkaBlack Velvet

Determined to 
fi nd the war

  Bill Rich was determined to fi nd combat during 
World War II.
 He could have stayed in the United States during 
the war, safe in his job as a gunnery instructor for the 
U.S. Army Air Corps.
  “But I wanted combat,” Bill said. “I was determined 
to fl y combat missions. I didn’t want to be left behind, 
while everyone else was over there in the fi ght.”
  His determination would eventually pay off, but 
Bill had to take a long road to attain his goal.
  His odyssey to air combat began on Dec. 7, 1941, 
Pearl Harbor Day.
  Already out of high school and attending college, 
Bill was in his hometown of Asheville, N.C., that 
Sunday when he heard the news that the Japanese had 
bombed Pearl Harbor.
  “I had been reading all the papers and I wasn’t 
surprised that the Japs started something fi rst. I was 
ready to enlist the next day and I wanted to fl y.”
  Upon arrival at the recruiting station on Monday, 
Dec. 8, however, Bill found the lines extended down 
the street and around the building. So many men were 
joining up that the recruiting sergeant told Bill to wait 
until he was 21, then come back.
  When he turned 21 in March 1942, Bill registered 
for the draft and promptly walked across the hallway 
and enlisted in the Air Corps.
  “I wasn’t taking any chances with the draft. I knew 
what I wanted,” he recalled.
  Unfortunately, after he completed basic training, 
the Army discovered Bill could type and wanted to 
make him a clerk-typist at base headquarters.  
 It was a cushy job that would guarantee promotion 
and likely keep him out of combat for the duration of 
the war.
  “I wasn’t going for that. I told my commanding 
offi cer I wanted combat status, but instead of getting 
fl ight training, I was sent to aircraft mechanics school. 
That would still keep me on the ground.”
  After completion of mechanics school. Bill was 
told the Air Corps had too many mechanics, but if he 
really wanted combat, he could go to gunnery school.
  “I asked the personnel offi cer if this would get me 

Bill Rich of Holmes Beach was a waist gunner on a 
B-17 that fl ew combat bombing missions over Europe 
during World War II. Rich performed duties simi-
lar to what these gunners are engaged in during an 
attack by German fi ghter planes.

into combat, and he said ‘yes,’” but, he added, “the 
average life span of a gunner on a bomber in Europe 
was about 12 missions, and at that time, you needed 25 
combat missions to be sent home.
  “He asked me if I really wanted that duty and I 
didn’t hesitate. I told him ‘yes, sir,’ and I was sent to 
air gunnery school.”
  Even qualifying as an air gunner didn’t get him into 
the war right away.
  “After I fi nished gunnery school, I heard the same 
thing, that there were too many gunners and not enough 
aircraft to get into combat.”
  Once again, Bill had to ask how he could get into 
the fi ghting over in Europe or the Pacifi c.
  “The Air Corps told me to be an instructor fi rst, then 
apply for cadet fl ight school, so that’s what I did.”
  Again, the propellers of the Air Corps spun 
slowly for Bill. In mid-1944, after nearly 18 months 
as a gunnery instructor — he trained actor Jimmy 
Stewart, an Air Corps pilot, on gunnery — he was 
fi nally going to get into cadet school. Abruptly, the 
Air Corps decided that no one could be a cadet unless 
they had already completed a combat tour. That left 
Bill without a combat assignment, and still without 
a promotion.
  Finally, Bill did get transferred out of instructor 
duty and assigned as a gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress 
with the 95th Bomb Group out of Salt Lake City.

  “The whole crew wanted combat. We kept volun-
teering, and one day, we got orders for England.” Bill 
also got his promotion from private to sergeant at the 
same time and his crew took off for the war in July 
1944.
 “We were elated. We weren’t a bunch of heroes, but 
we just wanted to be where everybody else was, doing 
our part. I guess we were too young to even worry about 
getting shot down or killed,” he said with a laugh at the 
long-ago memory.
  Somewhere over the North Atlantic during the fl ight 
from Newfoundland to England, the B-17’s radio went 
out, then the navigator reported none of his equipment 
worked.
  “Basically, we were lost. All we had was a course 
and heading, and we were fl ying in terrible weather, 
mostly in the clouds.”
  After 13 hours in the air, Bill’s pilot said the engines 
would be out of gas in a few minutes and it was time to 
jump.
  “We didn’t know if we were over land or water, it 
was so cloudy.”
  At the last minute before he jumped, Bill looked out 
the window and, through a break in the clouds, spotted 
a B-17 on the ground.
   “I started screaming at everyone not to jump, and 
told the pilot to take it down, that there was an Allied 
air base down there.
  “He took it down and broke out of the clouds at 
about 100 feet and spotted the fi eld. We had just landed 
and were half-way down the runway when the engines 
sputtered and quit. We were out of gas, but we were in 
the war.”
  Bill and his crew joined the other squads of the 95th 
in England and were stationed at Horham.
  “We fl ew a few practice missions, then went on our 
fi rst combat mission. It was to Munich. We were all 
scared, but we were too young and stupid to be really 
scared.
  “Then, we saw the flak we would have to fly 
through. That got our respect real quick. But you did 
your duty. You had to depend upon everyone doing 
what he was trained to do. We had ultimate confi dence 
in our pilot and co-pilot to get us back.”  
  It was during this period that Gen. Curtis LeMay 
raised the number of missions needed to be reassigned 
back to the States from 25 to 35.
  “And he took out one crew member from each 
plane to allow for more bombs to be carried. The Air 
Corps wanted to transfer me to another plane, but my 
pilot stuck up for me and said I could fl y as the gunner-
bombardier. I knew how to use the bomb sights, so I 
got to stay with my crew. Nobody wanted to transfer 
to a strange crew.”
  Bill and his crew were no heroes, he will tell you, 
just ordinary airmen doing what they had to do. Still, 
each fl ight was diffi cult because somebody was always 
missing the next day.
  “You would wake up and the bunk next to you was 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.$1 off

per pound
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 6-10-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, shrimp, clams, smoked mullet, 

fi sh spread, and more!

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

King Crabs are here 
for the summer!

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6
Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30

IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

 Watch dolphins play from our dining deck!

 New lunch special with complimentary 
cup of soup – starting at $9.98 

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

empty and you knew what had happened. You didn’t 
have to ask. A few days later, a replacement would 
come in to take that bunk. You just had to get used to 
losing your friends, and you knew it could happen to 
you on any mission.”
  Still, they fl ew and fl ew, quietly doing their duty 
and trusting in each other to make it through each mis-
sion.
 “As we got closer and closer to the 35th mission, 
you began to worry that your luck would run out before 

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

that. Everyone had heard stories about some crew that 
were on their last mission when they bought it.”
  One day, Bill got assigned as a temporary replace-
ment on a B-17 for a mission, while the rest of his crew 
stayed on the ground. Thus, when his crew came up for 
their 34th mission, it was Bill’s last.
  “I sweated it out, that’s for sure, but it went OK. 
The next day, my pilot asked if I wanted to fl y with 
them on their last mission for good luck and because 
one guy was sick. I looked him in the eye and said, 
‘Sir, I think I’ve done had my share of luck. He under-
stood.”
  The crew made it back safely, despite Bill’s 
absence.
 He was a good luck charm and was credited with 
saving the life of one of his crew during one mission 
at high altitude. The man had passed out from lack of 
oxygen when their air lines broke during the fl ight. 
Luckily, Bill’s safety check every 15 minutes alerted 
him that something was wrong when the ball turret 
gunner failed to answer. 
  Bill thought quickly and moved from the bombar-
dier’s location back along the fuselage to the ball turret, 
where he found the man unconscious. He dragged him 
from the turret and got him on a portable oxygen tank 
in the nick of time. Another minute and the man would 
not have lived, Bill recalled.
  After Bill’s fi nal mission, he was sent back to the 
states where he was discharged from active duty, but 
remained in the reserves.
  When the Korean War broke out in 1950, he was 
ordered back into the newly created U.S. Air Force. 
After 12 months of duty stateside, he re-enlisted to get 
combat duty in Korea.
 He was assigned to the 55th Fighter Bomb Wing as 
the maintenance offi cer and intended to make the Air 
Force a career.
  That dream ended on Aug. 23, 1955, when the cargo 
plane he was fl ying crashed on takeoff at Charleston, 
S.C., putting some houses ablaze and killing several 
people. 
  Although severely injured, Bill crawled from the 
wreckage of his plane and raced to a burning house just 
in time to pull an unconscious 6-year-old girl from the 
blaze.
  He was honored by the Air Force for his meritori-
ous act, but because he had lost one eye and injured his 
ribs and shoulders, he was given a 50 percent disability 
and discharged from the Air Force.
  Bill returned to North Carolina where he was a 
truck driver for 20 years. He first came to Holmes 

Beach in the early 1980s. He also has a home in Ocala 
and has relatives in Holmes Beach.
  His biggest regret is that he could not make the Air 
Force a career.
  “I am proud of my service. I was one of the lucky 
ones who came back from the war. A lot of good men 
are still over there. But I had my faith in God and faith 
in my crew. I wanted combat and I got my assignment. 
I just knew I wasn’t going to spend the war as a clerk 
or an instructor stuck back in the states.”
  A proud member of the Greatest Generation.

“The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Gen-
eration” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton 
and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in 
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, 
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War II 
or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. Please 
call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.

In the service of Manatee County
Greg Witham, Manatee County’s military veteran of 
the year and the new chair of the local Toys for Tots 
program, addresses the Anna Maria Island Kiwanis 
Club May 25. The club meets Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. 
at the Cafe on the Beach in Holmes Beach. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Ralph Bassett

Yesterdays
Islanders Elizabeth Moss and Chris Torgeson Shaw 
spend a sunny afternoon looking over photos from 
the past. Moss was a fourth-grade teacher at Anna 
Marie Elementary School in 1953 and Shaw was one 
of her students. The two Islanders attended a gather-
ing of “old timers” called by Carolyne Norwood, 
who is collecting stories from those who lived on 
the Island 50 years ago for a book. Islander Photo: 
Carolyne Norwood 
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Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 June 4 11:45 3.0 *8:07 -0.7 — — — —
 June 5 12:35 3.0 *9:01 -0.6 — — — — 
 June 6 1:28 2.9 *9:52 -0.5 — — — — 
 June 7 *2:26 2.7 *10:40 -0.3 — — — — 
 June 8 6:42 1.4 8:39 1.3 3:29 2.3 11:24 0.0 
 June 9 6:55 1.5 10:43 1.3 4:44 2.0 — — 
 June 10 7:16 1.7 12:04 0.3 6:16 1.7 12:34 1.1 
 June 11 7:41 1.9 12:41 0.5 8:00 1.5 2:04 0.8

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Mystery lovers to converge this weekend
 It’s that most favorite time of year — the Mystery 
Florida conference is coming up.
 June 6-7 at the Lido Beach Resort will host a con-
ference of mystery writers, readers and fans of Florida 
fi ction, sponsored in part by The Islander Newspaper.
It’s the fourth event held, with part of the proceeds 
going to the Tingley Memorial and Longboat Key 
libraries. 
 Authors scheduled to attend include, in no particu-
lar order, Jonothan King, James O. Born, Tim Dorsey, 
Kristi Montee (who is half of the P.J. Parrish writing 
team,) Tom Corcoran, Jim Swain, David Hagberg, Don 
Bruns, Wayne Barcomb, Blaize Clement and Barbara 
Parker. 
 Michael Connelly is the key speaker at noon Sat-
urday, June 7. He’s a top-selling author who’s written 
a slew of books and attained about all the awards that 
can be attained. His serial character, Harry Bosch, is a 
classic of the mystery genre.
 There also will be a presentation by John D. Mac-
Donald guru Cal Branch. MacDonald is generally 
regarded as the godfather of Florida fi ction and his 
serial character, Travis McGee, starred in 19 books.  
MacDonald also wrote something like 65 mysteries.
 There will be panel discussions by the authors. 
There also will be a half-day session Friday afternoon 
on publication and self-publishing and, of course, a spe-
cial author dinner at the Columbia Restaurant Saturday 
night for patrons.
 Here’s the good part: Mystery Mingle, to be held 
Friday from 5 to 7 p.m., free to the public, where all 
the authors will be present to chat and sign books.
 Cost of the event on Saturday is $125. Patrons may 
sign up for $250, which includes dinner. 
 Oh, and Jim Born will give a gun demonstration 
during the Saturday presentation. It is hoped that things 
go well so he doesn’t have to shoot anybody.
 Florida is rapidly becoming a highlight in the mys-
tery world of writing. Mystery Florida offers an up-
close and personal chance to meet some of the best 
writers around.
 To register, go to mysteryfl orida.com, or pay at the 
door, 700 Ben Franklin Drive, Lido Beach.

Book yuks
 The genesis of Mystery Florida was a John D. Mac-
Donald conference held many years ago. The confer-
ence was a critical success, but a fi nancial disaster for 
its organizers.
 By the way, we’ve at least broke even on our Mys-
tery Florida conferences and have been able to give 
some money to the libraries since we attained our not-
for-profi t status last year.
 At the fi rst of the John D. conferences, there was 
a huge panel of all the authors at the closing event. 
Questions were asked, proposals proffered and ideas 
bandied about.
 At one point, Vicky Hendricks was asked some-

thing or other and she launched into a diatribe about 
taking a trip to South America and venturing into the 
jungles there.
 “I’ve had more fun and seen more animal life in 
my boyfriend’s back yard while I’m sunbathing nude,” 
she said.
 Hendricks is unique in Florida fi ction in writing 
what can only be described as “Florida mystery porn,” 
by the way.
 Florida author James W. Hall, seated down the row 
from her, leaned over and interrupted.
 “Naked?” he asked.
 The hall erupted in laughter as Hendricks 
blushed.

More naked
 From the topic of naked comes this missive from 
the St. Petersburg Times, from which the article is 

quoted exactly as writ, with some names excluded. 
Kudos to the writer.
 “Nude maid cleaned house, then cleaned out jew-
elry.
 “A 50-year-old Lutz man told investigators he 
hired a nude maid to clean his 2,281-square-foot 
home. A Hillsborough sheriff ’s spokeswoman 
said the woman arrived at the man’s home in 
north Tampa wearing a one-piece, light-colored 
dress. She took off the one-piece, light-colored 
dress. She cleaned the house per their $100-per-
hour agreement. Four bedrooms, three baths. She 
dressed and left. Shortly after, the homeowner 
said, his wife came home from vacation to dis-
cover $40,000 in jewelry missing from the bed-
room. The nude maid, whom the man said he 
found on the Internet, is described as a white 
female in her early 20s.”
 So the question is: Where did she hide the jew-
elry?

Sandscript factoid
 From the Washington Post comes this mis-
sive: ROAT is the environmentalist’s new word 
for Ridiculously Oversized American Transporta-
tion. 
 Hey, I’m sorry, but I like my ROAT-sized SUV.

Library plans July teen programs
 The Island Branch Library will host a series of summer 
programs for teens at 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays in July.
 The lineup at the library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, includes:
 • July 2: Attendees are to bring an old T-shirt and 
learn how to update, modernize and customize the shirt 
for a fresh look.
 • July 9: The Florida Public Archaeology Network 
will present a program on the past.

 • July 16: “Creepy, Carnivorous Plants!” will be the 
subject of a talk by comic-book author and illustrator 
Bruce Allen Wallis.
 • July 23: Attendees will learn how to create a duct-
tape wallet.
 • July 30: “Shark Jeopardy” will be led by the 
experts from Mote Marine.
 For more information, call the library at 941-778-
6341.

Salad day
Members and guests gather for the Anna Maria Garden Club’s annual salad and dessert tea in April at Roser 
Memorial Community Church in Anna Maria. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose 
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

‘Mack attack’ almost everywhere; reds thick in bays
ing mangrove snapper, yellowtail jacks and some catch-
and-release snook. 

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
there are good reports of snapper being caught by the 
Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Tampa Bay, mackerel, 
some small sharks and tarpon hookups in Tampa Bay. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports of redfi sh catches 
are coming out of Terra Ceia Bay on the higher tides, 
with the best action coming from near the mangroves 
along the shore. There are also lots of trout coming out 
of the bays. 

Capt. Rick Gross on Fishy Business out of Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said he’s catching good-
sized redfi sh on the good tides in the bays, plus trout 
and mackerel. 

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said he has been catching red grouper and 
lots of released amberjack. First mate Larry Bethke 
caught and released a Goliath grouper estimated at least 
200 pounds. Capt. Bill Miller went out with us last 
week and caught a “true fi re-truck” grouper. “All of 

Little man, big fi sh
Zack Guerin, 12, of Anna Maria, rear, hooked up 
tarpon Memorial Day weekend while fi shing with his 
dad, Jim Guerin, near Egmont Key with Capt. Randall 
Fowler of Uncle Mudfi sh Fishing Charters. It took 
Zack about 20 minutes to get the silver king to the boat 
and it was estimated to weigh 85 pounds.

Coast Guard group hosts safe 
boating classes

 The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 81 will 
present a two-part safe boating class this month.
 The fi rst session will take place at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
June 7, and the second at 8 a.m. Saturday, June 14, 
at the Coast Guard Flotilla 81 headquarters G.T. Bray 
Park, 5801 33rd Ave. W., Bradenton.
 Florida Law requires that any vessel operator 21 
years or younger must pass an approved boating edu-
cation course in order to operate a vessel of 10 horse-
power or greater. This requirement also applies to the 
operation of personal watercraft.
 For more information, call Jan Morello at 941-795-
6189.

Rent-a-ride
Joe Praetor has 
opened J.P. Boat 
Rental, offering rent-
als of boats, kayaks 
and bicycles — and 
free delivery and 
pickup on the Island 
of his recreational 
transportation. For 
more information, 
call 941-447-1506. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose 

By Capt. Mike Heistand
 Mackerel are everywhere.
 Inshore and offshore fi shers report good catches 
of the macks — far out in the Gulf of Mexico, near the 
beaches and in the bays. 
 Speaking of bays, trout and redfi sh are the fi sh to 
target for the plate. Catch-and-release snook are also a 
good fi ght for fi shers.
 Offshore action for grouper and snapper continues 
to be good at the 100-foot depths, with amberjack being 
a good bet farther out in the Gulf.
 Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait & Tackle
on Cortez Road said he’s putting his charters onto lots 
of barracuda on the offshore artifi cial reefs, plus snap-
per, amberjack and grouper. 

Capt. Mark Johnston of Annie’s said his inshore 
catch includes redfi sh, mackerel off the beaches and 
catch-and-release snook. 

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said grouper action con-
tinues to be excellent in about 100 feet of water in 
the Gulf of Mexico. There are also lots of red snapper 
catches, with amberjack being caught a bit farther off-
shore. Mackerel are pretty much everywhere, Bill said, 
both offshore and in the backwater. Inshore fi shing is 
great for redfi sh and big trout, with good results coming 
from the seagrass beds in Sarasota Bay.

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said anglers are 
reeling in lots of mackerel, bluefi sh and mangrove snap-
per. There are also some small black drum being caught 
off the dock, plus some catch-and-release snook. 

Dave Sork at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
mackerel are “all over the place.” Fishers are also catch-

our action was off Anna Maria Island about 35 miles 
offshore, using grunts and frozen sardines.” Capt. Larry 
said his other catches included lots of grouper, man-
grove and yellowtail snapper, plus a trip that produced 
14 sharks to 9 feet in length, as well as tarpon, kingfi sh, 
mackerel and cobia. 

Capt. Logan Bystrom of Nearshore Fishing in 
Homes Beach says tarpon are still making a strong 
appearance on the beaches and passes with plenty of 
hookups using white bait and thread fi ns. Snook are 
hitting white buck-tailed jigs in the morning on the 
beaches and redfi sh are being caught around mangrove 
lines and oyster beds. 

Capt. “Zach” Zacharias on the Dee Jay II at Parrot 
Cove Marina/Sunny Shores in Cortez got back on the 
water this week after a trip to visit his son in Massachu-
setts and a refurbishing project on his boat. He says the 
weather up there was kind of “crummy, cold, windy and 
rainy but we managed to get out on the water two days. 
One was fruitless and the other pretty good with steady 
action catching stripers by jigging “Sluggos.”Some of 
the bass ran up to 30-plus inches with most of them being 
just shy of the keeper size of 28 inches.
 On my boat Magic, we’ve been catching limit 
catches of redfi sh, plus lots of trout and some small 
catch-and-release snook.
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. 

Costa-whopper silver king
Toni Lyon of Holmes Beach caught this 130-plus 
tarpon while fi shing on vacation in Costa Rica.

Tarpon fi shers Kendra Presswood and Toni Lyon 
show off the hometown news from the fi shing lodge in 
Costa Rica they visited in May.
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Manatee Cup, Islanders move to elimination round
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Twenty-four major league-Little League teams 
have been whittled down to 12 after pool-play action 
in the inaugural Manatee County Cup. Cooney’s Auto 
Repair from Manatee National, Martin Jewelry of North 
River National, A-1 Metalcraft from Manatee East and 
still-undefeated Bonefi sh Grill from Manatee Central 
earned the top four seeds and a fi rst-round bye in the 
elimination rounds.
 Other teams that advanced include Trident Building 
Systems and Freedom Bank from Manatee National and 
American Car Care and Employee Leasing Solutions 
from Manatee Central League. Beef O’Brady’s from 
Manatee East, Complete Access Plumbing from Braden 
River and Ace Hardware from North River National 
join our very own Islanders in the elimination round.
 The elimination rounds started June 2 and continue 
with four games at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Wednesday, June 
4. The semifi nals are set for 7 p.m June 6, with the 
championship game scheduled for 7 p.m. Monday, 
June 9.

Islanders advance 
  The Islanders defeated Munivez Lawn Service 
8-1 on May 30 at G.T. Bray Park to fi nish pool play 
in the Manatee County Cup with a 2-1 record and the 
ninth seed. 
 Technically they won the game 4-0 because of 
a bat-throwing incident by a Munivez Lawn Service 
player who apparently didn’t agree with a called third 
strike in the bottom of the second inning. The player 
was ejected from the game after throwing his bat to 
fi rst base.
 The game continued at that point with Munivez 
down to eight players until the bottom of the fourth 
inning when a tournament offi cial caught wind of the 
situation. Tournament rules stipulate that teams must 
fi eld a full nine players to be eligible. The tournament 
offi cial halted the game and the score at the time of 
the infraction was ruled as the offi cial result.
 Before the technicality, the Islanders jumped out 
to an early lead as Max Moneuse walked and Justin 
Gargett doubled, putting Islanders on second and third. 
Max Miller plated both runners with a single to center. 
Miller stole second before Lee Bergeron struck out. 
Garrison Clark then came up and stroked a two-out 
single to right center to score Miller for a 3-0 lead. 
Clark moved to second on the throw home and with 
Johnny Mattay at the plate, he stole third. Mattay then 
hit a grounder that handcuffed the second baseman, 
allowing Clark to score. Munivez pitcher Brandon 
Smith then induced Nick Papazian to ground out to 
end the inning with the Islanders up 4-0.
 Justin Gargett took the mound for the Islanders and 
struck out the side in the fi rst and second innings, save 
for a walk allowed to Sheldon Albritton.
 The Islanders tacked on a run in the top of the third 
when Clark walked in between strikeouts by Bergeron 
and Mattay. Papazian came to the plate and lined a 
two-strike, two-out single to center to score Clark for 
a 5-0 lead.
 Gargett started the third by striking out Josh Muni-
vez and was replaced by Monuese on the mound to 
keep him eligible to pitch in the next game. Moneuse 
allowed singles to Nick Petrucci and Blas Rodriguez 
before inducing a fi elder’s choice grounder by Rico 

Islander 
team man-
ager Chris 
Moneuse talks 
to battery-
mates Justin 
Gargett and 
Garrison 
Clark during 
the teams 
8-1 victory 
in the Mana-
tee County 
Cup. Islander 
Photos: Kevin 
Cassidy

Garrison Clark singles to right-center fi eld to drive 
in a run for his Islander baseball team in its 8-1 vic-
tory in the Manatee County Cup.

Islander ace pitcher Justin Gargett delivers a pitch 
during the Islanders 8-1 victory over Munivez Lawn 
Service.  The Islanders advanced to the elimination 
round.

Yarn for the second out. He got out of the inning by 
striking out Anthony Tussling.
 The Islanders tacked on three more runs in the top 
of the fourth when Hunter Parrish walked in front of 
Justin Gargett, who ripped an RBI triple to the fence. 
Gargett waltzed home on a throwing error. Miller fol-
lowed with a slicing drive down the right fi eld line that 
skipped past the outfi elder and rolled to the fence for 
an inside-the-park home run and an 8-0 lead.
 Munivez got on the scoreboard in the bottom of 
the inning when Smith homered over the left-center 
fi eld fence. Albritton followed with a single to center. 
Moneuse then struck out Sebastian Cook and Munivez 
when the game was halted due to the bat-throwing inci-
dent.
 The Islanders were scheduled to take on Employee 
Leasing Solutions June 2, with the winner taking on 
Cooney’s Auto at 6 p.m. June 4. The Islanders lost to 
Cooney’s previously on May 28 in their second pool-
play game by a 10-4 score.
 Look for a complete report on the Manatee County 
Cup and how the Island boys did in next week’s edition 
of The Islander, the team’s sponsor.

Flag football season winds down
 The regular season has come to an end and the 
seeds are set for the playoffs in the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center NFL Flag Football spring season. 
Ross Built Buccaneers in the 8-9 division and AMI 
Video Buccaneers in the 13-16 division posted unde-
feated records and earned no. 1 seeding in their respec-
tive divisions. The 10-12 division was tight, with three 
teams posting 6-3 records, but Americo Cowboys cap-
tured the no. 1 seed via a tiebreaker over no. 2 seeded 
Mr. Bones Steelers and no. 3 seeded Galati Marine 
Chiefs.
 Fourth-seed Mike Norman Realty Browns was set 
to take on the Americo Cowboys at 6 p.m. June 2, post-
deadline for The Islander, while the Chiefs took on the 
Steelers that night at 7 p.m. The 8-9 division wild-card 
game between the Sparks Seahawks and LPAC Eagles 
was to be played June 3 at 6 p.m. with the champion-
ship game scheduled for June 4 at 7 p.m. The 13-16 
division’s wild-card game between the Island Animal 
Clinic Falcons and Pine Avenue Bills was to be played 
June 3 at 7 p.m. That championship game is scheduled 
for June 5 at 7 p.m.
 On May 29, Jared Wacaser scored two touchdowns 
and Josh Zawistoski added one as Mr. Bones Steelers 
edged Mike Norman Realty Browns 18-12 — by one 
touchdown — during 10-12 division action.
 Luke Shakleford and Jack Blauvelt each scored one 
touchdown for the Browns in the loss.
 The Americo Cowboys edged the Galati Marine 
Chiefs by two points to win 26-24 in 10-12 division 
action on May 29 to clinch the number one seed for 
the playoffs. Austin Marrow and Denver Hardy scored 
two touchdowns apiece to lead the Cowboys, which 
also received extra points from Jake Parsons and Logan 
Reiber in the victory.
 Chris Galati led the Chiefs with three offensive TDs 
and one defensive score in the loss.
 On May 28, the Galati Marine Chiefs scalped the 
Mike Norman Realty Browns in 10-12 division action 

45-14. Chris Galati led the way with three offensive 
TDs and an extra point, while sister Anna Maria Galati 
added a pair of offensive touchdowns and a defensive 
score. Seth Walters chipped in with an offensive TD, 
while Joey Cucci added a pair of extra points. 
 Kelly Stewart and Jack Blauvelt each scored a TD 
for the Browns, which also received a pair of extra 
points from Morgan Greig in the loss.
 On May 28, the AMI Video Bucs defeated the Pine 
Avenue Bills 37-12 in 13-16 division action. Tommy 
Price and Brandon Gengler each had a pair of defensive 
touchdowns and one offensive TD to lead the Bucs, 
which also received an extra point from Chris Pate.
 Kyle Aritt led the Bills with an offensive and defen-
sive touchdown in the loss.
 On May 27, the Ross Built Buccaneers grounded 
the Eagles 36-14 in 8-9 division action behind two 
touchdowns apiece from Parker Landsberg and Jake 
Ross. Jackson Sauerbeck and Andrew Ross each added 
a single touchdown for the Bucs.
 Gavin Sentmen and Joey Alchoff each scored a 
touchdown for the Eagles, which also received a two-
point conversion from Brenden Murphy in the loss.

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, NEXT PAGE
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Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive,  
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Vic Caserta 
Realtor, fluent in

Italian, Spanish and English

(941) 778-6696 Office 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 730-1062 Cellemail: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

PERICO BAY CLUB TOWNHOUSE 
883 Waterside Ln., Bradenton: 
2-3BR/2BA, 1,632 sf, furnished, 
water and preserve views. Gated com-
munity. Only two miles to Gulf beaches. 
$275,000. ML#571263.

Spring football
Carmine Galati (82) of Manatee High School hits Lakeland quarterback Jared Huggens during the Hurricanes’ 
18-8 loss in the annual spring game held May 30 at Joe Kinnan Field, Hawkins Stadium, MHS. Islander Photo: 
Gene Page III

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

 On May 26, The Americo Cowboys defeated the 
Mr. Bones Steelers by a 31-13 score in 10-12 division 
action to wrap up the number one seed. Logan Reiber 
led the Cowboys with two touchdowns while Keegan 
Murphy and Zach Stewart each added one offensive 
TD. Travis Belsito chipped in with a defensive TD in 
the victory.
 Josh Zawistoski scored a pair of TDs to lead the 
Steelers, which also received an extra point from Noah 
Connors in the loss.

Horseshoe news
 John Johnson and Jerry Bennnett produced the only 
unscathed pool-play record during May 28 horseshoe 
action at the Anna Maria City Hall pits to earn undis-
puted champion status. Ron Pepka and Norm Good 
defeated Debbie and Tom Rhodes 21-5 to earn run-
ner-up status.
 Four teams emerged from pool play during the May 
24 games. The team of Sam Samuels and Hank Huyghe 
cruised past Tom Rhodes and Chuck Bell, while George 
McKay and Debbie Rhodes advanced in similar fashion 
over Ron Pepka.
 McKay’s “six-pack” double ringer broke a 19-19 
tie that vaulted he and Rhodes to the victory circle with 
a 22-19 win over Samuels and Huyghe.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome. 

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, 
low-net-of-partners game on May 28. The team of Jim 
Thorton and Bob Elliott carded a 9-under-par 119 to 
edge a pair of teams for fi rst place. Bob Kral and Vince 
Mercadante matched the 120 carded by John Driscoll 
and John Heiselman to tie for second place, while Dick 
Grimme and Chris Collins were in third place at 128.
 The men played a nine-hole, low-net-of-partners 
game on May 26 that produced a three-way tie for fi rst 
place. The teams of John Atkinson and Dick Grimme, 
Pieter Thomassen and Gordon McKinna and Jerry 
Brown and Jim MacVicar all carded 3-under 61s to 
share clubhouse bragging rights for the day.
 The women joined the men in a “throw-out-the-
worst-hole” game on May 23. The team of Frankie 
Smith-Williams, John Driscoll, Matt Behan and Gordon 
McKinna carded a 42 to edge the team of Rose Slomba, 
Joyce Brown, Jane Winegarden and Dorothy McKinna 
by four strokes for fi rst place.
 Gordon McKinna and Rose Slomba each had 
chipins on the day.

Anna Maria Flag Football 
standings as of May 29

Skating into summer
Christopher Pennewill, Jackson Sauerbeck, Robert Smith, George Prince, Luke Valadie, Parker Lansberg, 
Andrew Ross, Jake Ross, Henry Howell, Colin Prince, Tyler Yavalar and Calvin Sauerbeck celebrate the 
Memorial Day holiday — and its symbolic end of the school year, start of summer — at Offi cer Pete Lannon 
Skatepark in Holmes Beach. Islander Photo: Lee Ross

8-9 division
Team Won Loss
Ross Built 8 0
LPAC 2 6
Sparks 2 6

10-12 division
Americo 6 3
Bones 6 3
Galati 6 3
Norman 0 9

13-16 division
Video 8 0
Pine Ave. 3 5
IAC 1 7
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Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
a
p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 

yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE 
REPUTATION

RESULTS

HERON’S WATCH 10 Min. to beachs. 3/2, 2 car garage. 4.5 yrs old. fenced, 
room for pool.  $259,000. 

 3/2 waterfront,  large lot, lush landscape, upgrades, 
          room for pool. $299,900.

4 bedroom, handicap accessible, Birch cabinets, Corian tops, 
Large covered porch. Extras, Like new. $295,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $239,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5BR/3BA Pristine Palma Sola. 2,875 sf. Many extras. $699,000. 
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2BR/1.5 BA 304 58th St. HB

ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.

$161,297

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Investor’s Opportunity! 3BR/2BA 
Family Room, Lanai, West Bradenton. 

Apply TLC and rent! 
$169,900 $159,900

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2-3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $169,312.

Mariner’s Cove Irreplaceable Full 
Bay Views. 35’ boatslip. 2,208sf 

Tastefully Updated 3BR/2BA Turnkey! 
$643,401

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Matt and Dom’s 
offers wine, 

dessert nights
  Matt and Dom’s Pastry Cafe at 
9701 Gulf Drive in Anna Maria is open 
Friday and Saturday evenings, featuring 
a number of their specialty desserts for 
diners.
  Each night, Matt and Dom will 
feature a different offering for dessert 
lovers, while high-end pastries such as 
Napoleons, a variety of mousse fl avors, 
key lime pie and chocolate ganache tarts 
will be available from the dessert case. 
Wine, coffee, espresso and tea are all 
available.
  The brothers also specialize in party 
trays. Advance orders are recommended, 
as not all products are available every 
day.
  Matt and Dom will also feature spe-
cial events at the cafe that can be found 
online at www.madpastrycafe.com.
  For more information, call 941-778-
3909.

Photographer 
nominated for 

award
  Islander photographer Jack Elka, 
owner of Jack Elka Photograpics at 315 
N. 58th St. in Holmes Beach, has been 
nominated for the small-business-of-the-
year award by the Longboat Key Lido 
Key St. Armands Key Chamber of Com-
merce.
  Other Anna Maria Island businesses 
that have also been nominated for the 
award include Dr. Gy Yatros of Island 
Dental Spa, A Paradise Vacation Rentals 
and Barefoot Weddings.
  The award will be presented at the 
chamber’s small business breakfast at 
7:30 a.m. Thursday, June 5, in the Royal 
Palm Room of the Lido Beach Resort. 

Got a new business going up in Anna 
Maria Island, Cortez or Longboat Key? 
How about a new product or service, an 
anniversary, a new hire, or an award-
winning staff member? Call Island 
Biz at 941-778-7978, fax your news to 
941-778-9392, or e-mail us at news@
islander.org.

My cousin Vinnie
Betsy Hills, left, of Betsy Hills Real Estate in Anna Maria, recently welcomed 
Vinnie Conte to her real estate sales team. Vinnie, along with wife Candy and 
their two children, are returning to Florida after four years in Colorado. He is a 
certifi ed fi nancial planner with a master’s degree in fi nancial services and recently 
appeared on stage at Island Players. For more information, call 941-778-2291.

Band of brothers
Brothers Matt and Dominic Schole of Matt and Dom’s Pastry Cafe at the Palmetto 
Avenue-Gulf Drive intersection in Anna Maria have added specialty desserts to 
their nightly fare and are open Friday and Saturday evenings. Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

Island real estate 
transactions

 717 N. Shore Drive, Anna Maria, a 

Featured sale: This home at 625 
Ivanhoe Lane, Holmes Beach, sold 
in August 2006 for $2.2 million and 
in May 2008 for $2,050,000 for a 
decrease of $150,000. The cost per 
square foot is $660. Islander Photo: 
Jesse Brisson

3,028 sfl a / 4,176 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car 
Gulfront home built in 1989 on a 120x200 
double lot was sold 05/12/08, Bertron 
to Cherry Fish LLC for $3,725,000; list 
$4,500,000.
 625 Ivanhoe Lane, Holmes Beach, 
a 3,106 sfl a / 3,702 sfur 4bed/3bath/2car 
bayfront pool home built in 1979 on 
a 130x137 lot was sold 05/15/08, 

Tillet to Whelan for $2,050,000; list 
$2,300,000.
 200 Gulf Drive S., Unit 6, Sand-
castle Beach Resort, Bradenton Beach, 
a 1,479 sfla / 1,591 sfur 3bed/2bath 
Gulffront condo built in 2003 was sold 
05/14/08, WL Properties Inc. to Garner 
for $750,000; list $825,000.
 523 75th St., Holmes Beach, a 

1.928 sfl a / 3,398 sfur 3bed/2½bath/2car 
canalfront pool home built in 1956 on a 
90x123 lot was sold 05/16/08, Nordt to 
Gelbort for $730,000; list $795,000.
 404 80th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,744 
sfl a / 6,044 sfur 3bed/3bath duplex with 
pool built in 1994 on a 90x117 lot was 
sold 05/14/08, Mortgage Investors 1 
LLC to Green for $595,000.
 503 67th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,308 
sfl a / 1,976 sfur 2bed/2bath/2car canal-
front home built in 1967 on a 80x115 
lot was sold 05/12/08, Shuttleworth to 
Tucker for $455,000.
 249 N. 17th St., Unit 13, Bradenton 
Beach Club, Bradenton Beach, a 1,688 
sfla / 2,130 sfur 2bed/2½bath condo 
built in 2003 was sold 05/15/08, Supe-
rior Bank to Riddle for $400,000; list 
$400,000.
 103 Seventh St. S., Bradenton Beach, 
a 1,616 sfl a / 2,152 sfur 5bed/3bath tri-
plex built in 1950 on a 75x100 lot was 
sold 05/13/08, US Bank to Hi Tech Prop-
erties LLC for $360,000; list $399,000.
 232 N. 17th St., Unit 38, Braden-
ton Beach Club, Bradenton Beach, a 
1,310 sfl a / 1,438 sfur 2bed/2bath condo 
built in 2005 was sold 05/12/08, Loren-
zen to BBC Bay Side Resort LLC for 
$368,750.
 106 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach, 
a 1,097 sfla / 1,097 sfur 2bed/2bath 
home built in 1950 on a 42x100 lot was 
sold 05/14/08, Tow to Klingemann for 
$355,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at 
Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can 
be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. 
Island real estate transactions may also 
be viewed online at www.islander.org. 
Copyright 2008

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs 
and notices of the milestones in readers’ 
lives — weddings, anniversaries, travels 
and other events. Please send notices and 
photographs with detailed captions — 
along with complete contact information 
— to news@islander.org or 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.
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TOURISTS MAY BE 
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Here!

AME students leave their mark

Making a mark
Anna Maria Elementary is the second school to be recognized by Keep Manatee Beautiful’s “Leave Your 
Mark” program. Through the program, students are encouraged to contribute to the physical environment 
of their community and AME’s varied garden projects earned it a $500 grant and the privilege of fl ying the 
“Leave Your Mark” fl ag at the school. The fl ag was presented to students in Karen Newhall’s third-grade class 
by Ingrid McClellan, KMB executive director, and Frank Gargett, KMB board member. Islander Photos: Diana 
Bogan

By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria Elementary is the second school in 
the county to earn the recognition of Keep Manatee 
Beautiful’s “Leave Your Mark” program. 
 Leave Your Mark is a program in which students 
believe they will leave their mark on their school as 
well as society. It also implements the Manatee County 
School District’s strategic plan initiative, EdVantage, 
inspiring students to “learn, dream and achieve.”
 To participate, students must strive to:
 • Have a litter-free campus.
 • Have a graffi ti-free campus.
 • Landscape the campus using native Florida 
plants.
 • Conserve natural resources and energy sources.
 • Improve water quality.
 • Contribute to the enhancement of the commu-
nity’s physical environment.
 AME’s students have created and maintained sev-
eral gardens on campus, including an edible garden, 
butterfl y garden and patriotic garden. Students also are 
mindful of conserving water, utilizing rain barrels to 
capture water for its gardens, as well as sustaining a 
rain garden to fi lter stormwater run-off prior to its entry 
into stormdrains.
 “I’m proud of what AME has done,” said KMB 
executive director Ingrid McClellan. “Students are 
doing their part to be green and make every day Earth 
Day.”
 KMB board member Frank Gargett added that AME 
students prove that “you can make a difference.”
 AME earned a $500 grant for its efforts and will 
fl y the KMB “Leave Your Mark” fl ag for this week. An 
indoor banner will remain as a permanent reminder in 
the school’s front lobby.

2008-09 AME PTO offi cers 
New Parent-Teacher Organization offi cers are ready to take on their responsibili-
ties for the 2008-09 school year. Pictured are, from left, Caroline Pardue, presi-
dent; Charlotta Langley, vice president; Lisa Castro, secretary; Kelly Joseph, 
treasurer; and Lynda Hicks, assistant treasurer. They were sworn in by AME 
principal Tom Levengood, right, at the PTO meeting May 28. Back to School 
night in August will provide an opportunity to meet the new board members, join 
the PTO and sign up for committees. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

Swept away
AME fi fth-grader 
Holly Rizzo swept 
the audience away 
as the lead char-
acter in the class 
production of “Cin-
derella.” AME fi fth-
graders performed 
the musical pro-
duction following 
the May Parent-
Teacher Organiza-
tion family dinner 
night, capping off 
the 2007-08 year. 
Islander Photos: 
Bonner Joy

Royal wedding
In the grand fi nale of the AME production of “Cinderella” Holly Rizzo 
and Morgan Hackworth fi nd a happy ending. 

AME dates to remember
 The Anna Maria Elementary school 2007-08 
calendar comes to a close this week with a few 
end-of-year celebrations:
 • June 4, fi fth-grade vs. staff kickball game.
 • 6:30 p.m. June 5, PTO family skate night at 

Florida Wheels. 
 • June 5, early release at 1:15 p.m.,.
 • Summer vacation begins June 6. 
 See you on Aug. 18 for the start of 
the 2008-09 school year.
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30 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty www.mikenormanrealty.comINC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

BRIGHT AND OPEN. Very spacious 2BR/2BA 
condo. Large heated pool. Easy walk to beach. Fur-
nished. $285,000.

SPACIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL. 3/4BR/3BA home 
is just a short stroll to beach. Amenities galore and only 
one year old with 2524 SF.  Plenty of room to roam.

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY to own cracker house 
on the bay. Older 3BR/2BA, new dock on deep water 
with boat lift. Lush landscaping and natural shoreline. 
Ready to restore or build new. 

GULFFRONT. Presently has an older beach cottage 
on the property. Rent until ready to build!

419 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216 • PO Box 2150
(941) 778-2291 • EVENINGS 778-2632

FAX (941) 778-2294 • www.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

 Vinnie has just returned to the Sunshine 
State after a four year hiatus in Colorado. He is 
married to Candy, and has two children. Vinnie 
is a certifi ed fi nancial planner with a master’s 
degree in fi nancial services. He is also an 
aspiring actor and recently starred in the Island 
Players production of The Long Weekend. 
Be sure to stop by Betsy Hills Real Estate to 
welcome Vinnie to the island!

Betsy Hills is delighted to 
welcome Vinnie Conte to her 

real estate sales staff.
9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach thousands of folksReach thousands of folks weekly  weekly 
with your ad for as little as $12! with your ad for as little as $12! 

Call  941-778-7978Call  941-778-7978
ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941.778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

 ITEMS FOR SALE

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. Small 
antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-1102. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

BICYCLES: 28-inches MENS and ladies, like new. 
$35 each, 941-792-3775.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. Closed Tuesdays. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

MOVING SALE: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, June 7. 
Kids’ toys, clothing, household items, small furnish-
ings. 2702 Avenue C, Holmes Beach.

ESTATE SALE: 8 a.m. June 6-8. Selling everything 
from kitchen to garage tools to jewelry, not cherry 
picked. 3904 118th St. W. 941-761-4525.

HUGE OUTDOOR FLEA market: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sunday, June 8. Antiques, collectibles, standing gar-
dens, Earthboxes, Civil War and more! 705 Ninth St. 
E., Bradenton, at The Wishing Well. 941-779-8601.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST DIGITAL CAMERA. North end of the Island 
near Bean Point. Reward. Call 909-844-7806.

LOST: GREEN PARROT with black face, Nanday 
Conure. Very friendly. 813-453-4789. 

LOST AND FOUND Continued

REWARD: LOST CAT, white with black and brown 
striped patches. Both ears are bent forward and has 
bad eyes. He’s very old and very friendly. Answers 
to Stout. Last seen Sunday, June 1, on 57th Street, 
Holmes Beach. Please, call 617-733-6528, 941-
778-7978, or come by The Islander offi ce, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 

FOUND NECKLACE ON Manatee Beach, call 941-
792-5081 to identify.

LOST GARMIN 498c Chartplotter / Fish Finder. 
Somewhere along Palm Drive between 75th Street 
and Catchers Marina. Reward. Call 321-427-4646.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at The 
Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more information.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

2000 LAND ROVER SE7, 117,000 miles, excellent 
condition, fully loaded. $6,200.00, 941-928-8735.

BOATS & BOATING

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfi sh, Laser, Zuma 
and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

2004 CHAPARRAL 280 SSI, twin 5.76 diesel 
engines with 90 hours. All available options, includ-
ing windlass custom anchor, refrigeration, head, 
sink, extended swim platform, transom, shower, 
very high frequency radio, Garmin GPS, fl ush kits, 
etc. $55,000, or best offer, 941-778-3416. 

BAYLINER 26.55 Ciera. Weekenders or fi shermen, 
aluminum trailer, $14,000. 941-356-1456.

RENKEN 22-FOOT cuddy-cabin walkaround, John-
son 225, $6,800. 941-356-1456.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought at Ooh La La! 
Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 p.m., 5406 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE agent to work full 
time on Anna Maria. Send resume to Mike Norman 
Realty Inc., 3101 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach FL 
34217.
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2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

Dennis Girard, Realtor, 941-809-0041

Joanne Zimmerman, Realtor, 941-228-3769

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

2201 G GGGGuuuuluuu f DrDrDrDrDrDDrrriviviviviviviviivvveeeeeee eeee NNNNNNNNNNNN.N.NNNNNNNNNNNN.N.NNNN , BBBBBrBrBrBrBrB adennnnnnnnnntooooon BBBBeaccch h h 

Dennis Girard RRRRRRealtor 941 809 000 41

Fractional Ownership 

Starting at

$48,000 
CHECK US OUT AT

WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

HELP WANTED Continued

PROFESSIONAL CLEANERS WANTED for Island 
rental units. Call 941-301-1183 or 941-778-3116. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

PROFITABLE JEWELRY BUSINESS for sale. 
$35,000 includes all business assets and inventory. 
Great Bradenton Beach location. Fun business. Call 
Tracy at 941-704-4841 for more information.

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on stra-
tegic Longboat corner. Many business uses pos-
sible: gas/convenience store, bank, restaurant, etc. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

FLORIST SHOP: PROFITABLE, established busi-
ness and attached 4BR pool home near beach. 
Work at home and live in luxury for $999,000. Busi-
ness also available separately. Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

KIDS4HIRE

ISLAND TUTORING. Manatee High School fresh-
man Chris Perez tutors elementary or middle school 
children. Call 941-778-2979.

CALL ALEXANDRA, 15, for babysitting or odd-jobs. 
Red Cross certifi ed in fi rst aid and babysitting. 941-
778-5352

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953. 

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING, wash away 
mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

WILL HOUSE SIT/pet sit for free to be near beaches. 
Retired, local repeat references. 770-832-7319, 
678-988-4041, or ewingwt@earthlink.net. 

SERVICES Continued

HOUSE CLEANING BY Laura. Excellent references. 
Monday-Friday. $16/hour. Call 941-539-6891. 

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT with Lewis Mobile 
Detailing. Cleaning, spot removal, seats, carpet and 
waxing. 941-465-6963. 

LIGHT CARPENTRY, HOME repairs, handyman 
work, deck repairs, dock repairs, etc. Retired trades-
man, Island resident. No job too small. Call Steve 
Doyle 941-778-1708.

TUTORING: MATH. ALL levels up to college in your 
home. Call 941-794-8414.

SASSER’S SERVICES: CALL us for hauling, site 
work, land clearing, shelling, landscaping, sod, 
grading, tree service and pressure cleaning. 941-
932-2755.

WASH AND FOLD Service: Formerly at Holmes 
Beach Laundromat, now available for pickup and 
delivery to your door. Ironing, too. Call Cheryl, 941-
773-1631.

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE WEEKENDS and week-
nights after 5 p.m. Experienced woman, local refer-
ences, patient, caring and responsible. 941-726-
5838.

COMPUTER GOT YOU down? Got a virus? Need 
wireless, network setup? Web site? Need help? Call 
JC, 941-484-7487.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs 
covered! Print work: logos brochures, brand iden-
tity. Web design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon 
at Smashcat Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-
0192. 
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ANSWERS TO JUNE 4 PUZZLE
Creative Vistas

Landscape Services
Specializing in landscape  

design & installation
Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 

www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

24/7 Same Day Emergency Service 
Appliances • Refrigeration • Room Air Conditioning

Senior Discounts • Radio-Dispatched TechniciansSenior Discounts • Radio-Dispatched Technicians

                Call the doctor! 
941-794-8711 • Emergencies: 941-565-2580

15% off your service with this ad 

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

ANS
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Lily is looking 
for you. She’s 
a 1-year-old 
female, rare 
orange tabby, 
very friendly, 
spayed/
microchip, $60. 
Call Julie @ 

SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-0202, or 
Manatee Humane Society, 941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

St
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5

“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

 MANGROVE TRIMMING 

DOCK & DREDGE PERMITTING 

SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT

Call 941-722-0901 
1523 8th Ave. W., Suite B Palmetto, FL www.Ecoconsultants.net

D

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Save Your Sea Wall 
with 

INJECTEC 
Our Polyurethane Foam 
• Stabilizes Soil 
• Seals Leaks 
• Stops Gushing Water
• Prevents Erosion 
• Environmentally Friendly 

Insured 

10 Years 
Experience 

 Environment

1
EEEEEEEEx

Call for FREE 
consultation 

941.526.9425

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Full Service Lawn Care & More 
Providing Quality and Dependable Service Since 1987 

Commercial • Residential • Condominiums & 
Apartment Complexes • Shopping Centers • 

Trimming • Clean-Ups • Dumpsters
 

Free Estimates 
941-798-9025 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

J&M
Tree Service

Trimming • Topping • Removal • Stump grinding

941-527-7020
affordable • free estimates • insured

MENTION THIS AD, 
GET 10% OFF!

FREE
MULCH

DRS
DRS 
CONSTRUCTION 
INC

941-798-3112

8008 SECOND AVE. W. • BRADENTON FL 34209

DAVID 
SPICER

STATE CERTIFIED 
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

CBC 059098

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com
941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

SERVICES Continued

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244. 

PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINING: Private studio, 
certifi ed trainer, 16 years experience. Specializing in 
sport-specifi c training, improving balance, strength, 
and stamina. Toni Lyon, 941-928-8735.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

LANDSCAPING Continued

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residen-
tial and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-
9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.
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LIC# CBC1253145
SINCE 1949Jack Emory

705-0913
Ted Geeraerts

730-5045

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
Kitchens • Baths • Room Additions

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
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HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
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78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 words: $40. Box: $4. 
(Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) ______________   __________   __________   __________    or TFN start date: ____________________

Amt. pd _____________________ Date ________________  Ck. No.❏  ____________ Cash ❏ __________  By ____________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________________________

Name shown on card: _______________________________________________________card exp. date _________ / _______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill _________________________________Billing address zip code ______________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

PETER’S HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Home Repair
(Handyman Service)
• Soffit & Fascia
•Painting - Interior
& Exterior
• Ceiling Fans

• House Watching/
  Property Management
• Cleaning (Maid)
  Services
  …and everything 
  in between

Licensed and Insured
No Job is Too Small 941.524.4568

www.phs-bradenton.com

We speak Dutch and 
German too!

Paver Brick Store.com
Pool Deck, Patio & Driveway Renovations

Craig C. Fideler & Assoc, LLC
(941) 794-6504 • cfi deler@paverbrickstore.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS! Do you need qual-
ity services for your home? Free estimates. 941- 
580- 3312.

ONE MAN A PRESSURE washer. Make your weath-
ered wood dock, boat dock, aluminum or driveway 
look like new! Call 941-778-2081 for free quote and 
demo.

PARRISH PLUMBING: FULL service plumbers. 
Licensed and insured. 941-803-4202. Visit us at 
www.parrishplumbing.com. 

SDB HOME REPAIR LLC: Handyman, painting, tile 
work, sheetrock, hauling, electrical, light plumbing. 
941-312-2239.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA, second-fl oor, corner condo. 
Views of Skyway Bridge. $1,100/month for six 
months. 941-778-9710.

RENTALS Continued

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

NEW FURNISHED 1BR/1BA annual at Sunny 
Shores. Mile from Anna Maria Island, marina, 
on Intracoastal Waterway. $700/month. 941-224-
6521.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com. 

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS LOG-cabin shell on two 
private acres near very wide trout stream in the 
Galax area and New River State Park $139,500. 
Owner 866-789-8535. 

SEVEN ACRE LAKEFRONT and log cabin kit, only 
$89,900. 2128 sf. log-home kit and spectacular 
seven-acre hardwood setting with deep waterfront! 
Prime Alabama location, minutes from Interstate! 
Gated community, paved roads, county water, utili-
ties. The fi nest in waterfront living for the discrimi-
nating buyer. Lowest fi nancing in years! Call now 
800-564-5092, ext. 1110.

TWENTY-PLUS ACRES and barn kit, $89,900. 
New 22x20 country barn kit and 20-plus gorgeous 
acres. Potential to subdivide. Near FL/GA border, 
90 minutes to Jacksonville. Lowest fi nancing ever! 
Call now, 800-898-4409, ext. 1457

COASTAL GEORGIA GATED golf and waterfront 
community located between Savannah and St. 
Simons Island. Fitness center, nature trails, tennis, 
boat docks, special pricing starting at $65k. 877-
266-7376.

2BR/2BA ANNUAL Bradenton Beach elevated 
duplex. Garage plus covered parking. Nonsmok-
ing, small pets considered. Close to beach. $950/
month. 480-586-4074.

1BR APARTMENT Avenue E, Holmes Beach. Com-
pletely remodeled. Steps to beach. Mature, profes-
sional, non-smoker. First, last and security. $800/
month, including utilities. 941-779-0470.

NEW OWNERSHIP: 1BR/1BA apartments, half 
block from water. Available now and on the fi rst. 
3611 117th Street W. Call Pat McClary, 941-920-
6637. www.fl oridarealestateteam.com.

HOLMES BEACH GULFFRONT quaint 2BR/1BA 
ground level. Breathtaking sunsets, walk to restau-
rants, shops, grocery, trolley. January-April $3,000/
month; May-December $2,200/month. Call for 
weekly rates, 813-264-0639 or 813-728-2590.
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 28

RENTALS Continued

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large duplex unit, 
2BR/2BA, den, hookups, central air conditioner, 
$975/month, $1,000 security. 941-962-5827. 

ANNUAL DUPLEX 3BR/2BA, washer/dryer hookup, 
$900/month. 2BR/2BA triplex, $725. 1BR/1BA, $700. 
No Pets. Dolores M. Baker Realty, 941-778-7500.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL large 3BR/2BA, steps to 
beach, $895/month, fi rst, last, security. 585-473-9361.

PRIME STOREFRONT LOCATION in heart of 
downtown commercial area of Holmes Beach, high 
visibility, 1,800 sf., 941-746-8666. 

NEAR BEACH 1BR/1BA duplex. Covered park-
ing, utility room with washer/dryer hookup, no pets. 
$750/month plus utilities, $750 security deposit. 
941-538-8200.

FURNISHED 2BR/2BA PEBBLE Springs, 59th 
Street and Manatee Avenue, ground level, pool 
palms, small pet OK, annual. $900/month, 941-
795-2174.

BRADENTON BEACH DUPLEX 2BR/1BA, central air 
conditioning, extra nice. $950/month, 941-779-2393.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA TURNKEY furnished rental 
in Bradenton Beach. Three-night minimum, $125/
night, $850/week. Sleeps six 941-794-5980 or 941-
779-4713.

ISLAND BAYFRONT TRIPLEX steps to Gulf, nicely 
renovated 2BR/1BA with washer/dryer, $1,050/
month. 1BD/1BA, $875/month, fi rst and security. 
352-242-0167. Furnished weekly rentals available 
at http://www.vrbo.com/171842.

ANNUAL 1BR/1BA DUPLEX in Bradenton Beach. 
Steps to Gulf, clean, quiet. First month rent and 
security. No smoking. No pets. Call evenings, 219-
322-0149.

BEACH BUNGALOW ACROSS from the Gulf. 
2BR/1BA, ground level, washer/dryer, private drive-
way, offi ce, living room, dining room, kitchen. $975/
month, 941-753-8866.

RENTALS Continued

WATERFRONT: BIMINI BAY, Anna Maria, annual, 
1BR/1BA, boat moorage, water and garbage 
included, $975/month, information at http://goff-
club/510B. 941-795-0504.

SUNNY BOWER ASSISTED Living Facility in 
Northwest Bradenton has private room available for 
immediate occupancy. Also offering full adult day 
services seven days per week. Call Maria Grumley, 
941-545-0417. 

2BR/2BA CONDO WITH boat slip. 9604 Cortez 
Road W. Heated pool and spa, tennis, fi tness center, 
clubhouse. Lease $1,000/month or purchase option 
available. Call Patty Chaffi n, Wagner Realty, 941-
720-3022.

ANNUAL UNATTACHED DUPLEX: 2BR/1BA, north 
Holmes Beach, $900/month plus utilities. 941-778-7003.

NICE ANNUAL 2BR/1BA with washer/dryer, car-
port. 301 61st St., $975/month plus utilities, avail-
able now. Beautiful annual 3BR/2BA Perico Island 
house with two-car garage, $1,500/month plus utili-
ties. 5400 Condo, large 1BR/1BA on beach with 
pool, $950/month plus FPL. Call Sue at An Island 
Realty, 941-779-9320.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 3BR/2BA house on 
Marina Drive. Dock, private yard, $1,200/month. 
941-538-9328.

ISLAND HOME 3BR/2BA, $799/week. Townhouse 
2BR/2BA, $599/week. Both pool and boat dock. 
Owner, 941-356-1456.

ADORABLE 2BR/2BA FURNISHED condo in 
Pebble Springs, 59th Street and Manatee Avenue. 
Available July 1. $875/monthly. 718-727-3855.

REAL ESTATE

REDUCED PRICE! MOBILE home with land. 8x28, 
fully restored inside. 10x20 enclosed addition, drive-
way. Located in Paradise Bay, low monthly mainte-
nance fee. $50,000. 941-447-9852. 

REAL ESTATE Continued

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $469,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA, or 
1BR/2BA plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, 
workshop, carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, fl ow-
ers and privacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum 
roof. Handyman special. $629,000. 941-778-9217.

BIG REDUCTIONS IN price. Canal house. Gulfview 
condo. Direct Gulffront condo. 941-779-1013.

TOWNHOUSE STYLE DUPLEX: 1,130 sf, 2BR/2BA, 
1 block from beach. 105 and 107 24th St. N., Braden-
ton Beach. $545,000. Must see! 941-779-1586. 

MYAKKA CITY: CLAY Gulley Road, 81 acres, gen-
tleman’s ranch. Good hunting, fenced, pond, tractor, 
new barn with 2BR, some furnishings, $609,225. 
Call Jim Boyd, broker, The Boyd Group. 941-745-
8300.

GREAT DEALS: WATERFRONT Island home, 
3BR/2BA, pool, spa, boat dock, updated $780,000. 
Northwest Bradenton 3BR/2BA home, updated, 
family room, minutes to beach, $299,900. Braden-
ton 4BR/2BA home, updated, community pool and 
marina, $215,000. Call owner direct. I can be cre-
ative. 941-356-1456.

REMODELED TO YOUR liking, Key Royale water-
front home. 4BR/2BA, two-car garage, pool, spa, 
boat lift. Approximately $1.1 million. Call owner 
direct, 941-356-1456.
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546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.302.3100

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Global market.   Global connections.

941.302.3100 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

83 North Shore Drive
Beautiful cape cod-style 4BR/2.5BA with pool. In the 
heart of Old Town Anna Maria. Lovely bright open plan. 
Walk to shops, beach and restaurants. Move-in ready!

PENDING $799,000

105 81st St. 
Huge price reduction on this duplex! 3BR/2BA and 
2BR/2BA with adorable tiki hut. Great rental only 2nd 
house to Gulf beach! Rentals in place. Lovingly main-
tained by owners. Bring offers! 

$799,000. Bring offers!

200 S Gulf Drive 
6 3 units left! Bank-owned foreclosure! Beachfront 
condos with granite and 10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for 
details. These won’t last at current pricing.

$825,000

Palm Isle Village 3208 6th Ave
Adorable beach cottages – 300 ft to beach! This 
one pending! Call about remaining cottages.  Rental 
program in place to offset cost.  

SOLD $525,000

909 North Shore:  
Exquisite bayfront home with beachfront! 3BR/3BA 
beautifully done, open plan with granite, wood cabinetry 
and amazing views.  Charmingly furnished. 

$1,590,000.

2500 Gulf Drive
Builder short sale! Bring offers! Two new Gulffront town 
homes, beautifully fi nished and furnished. Closed garage 
and pool. Good rentals. Buyer choice. 

$1,199,000.

6404 Gulf Drive: 
Luxurious Gulffront condo, 3BR/3BA, designer furnished 
with 10-foot ceilings, granite, windows on four sides. 
Bright and open. Gated community and closed garage.

$1,599,000.

4911 Gulf Dr
Hidden retreat! Exquisite views from this 4br/3ba plus 
bonus and 3 car garage.  Large dock with 20,000lb lift on 
deep water. Lagoon pool and landscaped yard is enchant-
ing. Come be surprised! 

$1,199,000

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

306 South Gulf Drive:  
GULFFRONT! Adorable Hemingway-style Gulffront retreat! Currently used as a 
duplex rental with 2BR/2BA and 2BR/1BA and pool.  Zoned C2. Large L-shaped 
lot with big beach backyard. Could be awesome Gulffront home!  In the heart of 
Bradenton Beach, walk to restaurants.  

$1,690,000.

FEATURED PROPERTY

2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

REDUCED! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. 
Build your dream home here. Walk 
the sugar-white sand beach, watch 
the stunning sunsets, see the dolphins 
swim by. Write your novel here! Becky 
Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. 
#504998. $1,199,000.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS Now avail-
able, several 1-2BR units, bayfront, 
poolside and other views. Some 
updated, phone for details. Park-like 
setting, beach access, tennis. On-site 
rentals. Priced $275,000-$399,000. 
941-778-2246.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 
hundered yards from Gulf. Beautiful 
street and beach access. Build two 
homes or remodel cottage and live in 
paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-
778-2246. #573537. $849,000.

PERICO ISLAND Beautiful Custom 
Built-3BR/2BA Patio home offering 
2,040 SF open fl oor plan. Furnished 
deluxe kitchen, baths & lovely lake 
views. Looks like a brand new home. 
David Moynihan (941) 720-0089. 
#556627. $350,000

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA resi-
dence on deep-water canal with 
short walk to beach. Open fl oor plan 
with hardwood fl oors, newer master 
suite, large covered porch and 21x17 
workshop. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-
2246. #572802. $749,000.

GORGEOUS BAYFRONT HOME with 
private dock and lift. Updated, wood 
fl oors, granite, stainless steel appli-
ances. Large master  with jacuzzi tub 
and balcony. Expansive bay and Gulf 
views. Owner fi nancing with 20% 
down. Deborah Thrasher, 941-518-
7738. #577138. $1,450,000.

AA
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
NEW LISTING! Custom designed home includes 
two guest bedrooms and bath plus Master bedroom 
on second level. Beautiful craftsmanship and all 
amenities including elevator, spacious garage and 
central vacuum system. Beautifully designed with 
open kitchen, dining area plus lovely deck off 
living area. Only 450 ft. to choice beach!  Asking 
$1,295,000.

Large Gulf Parcel with two cottages. Possibility 
to split into two lots. Choice natural Anna Maria 
beach with 123 ft. direct Gulf location. Asking 
$4,500,000.

Call today for additional details!

REAL ESTATE Continued

LONGBOAT KEY VILLAGE, updated, 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage with 400-sf. private master suite. 
$685,000, Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

TWO YEARS NEW Northwest Bradenton Neal-built 
home. 5BR/3BA, pool, spa. $619,000 or best offer. 
Realtor, 941-756-1090.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS TWO acres on mountaintop 
near New River State Park, great fi shing, view, pri-
vate, $29,500. Must sell, call owner 866-789-8535.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 football fi eld-
sized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month! 
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sun-
siteslandrush.com.

SEVEN ACRE LAKEFRONT and log cabin kit, only 
$89,900. 2128 sf. log-home kit and spectacular 
seven-acre hardwood setting with deep waterfront! 
Prime Alabama location, minutes from Interstate! 
Gated community, paved roads, county water, utili-
ties. The fi nest in waterfront living for the discrimi-
nating buyer. Lowest fi nancing in years! Call now 
800-564-5092, ext. 1110.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

COASTAL GEORGIA GATED golf and waterfront 
community located between Savannah and St. 
Simons Island. Fitness center, nature trails, tennis, 
boat docks, special pricing starting at $65k. 877-
266-7376. 

TENNESSEE LAKE SALE: One-plus acres, lake 
access, $19,900 with free boat slips. New! Gently 
sloping acreage, beautifully wooded, private bass 
lake. Gorgeous unspoiled setting, no crowds, no 
noise. 3.5 acres lakefront, $49,900. Must see. Excel-
lent low-rate fi nancing. Call now 888-792-5253, ext 
1870.
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storm 
avengers avengers 
scramblescramble
the game!the game!

Special ‘Storm-Ready Section’  Hurricane Season: June 1-Nov. 30, 2008Special ‘Storm-Ready Section’  Hurricane Season: June 1-Nov. 30, 2008

Photo: Lisa Neff

Get into the storm game:

Don’t plan to weather these 2008 storms Don’t plan to weather these 2008 storms 
on the Island. Get your game plan going!on the Island. Get your game plan going!
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Storm damage to boats is a severe problem for Anna Maria Island. Not only are the boats damaged, but sea-
walls and docks can suffer the effects of the vessel’s crashes. 

ISLANDER ISLANDER 
storm avenger storm avenger 
game plannergame planner

Don’t plan to 
weather these 

storms on AMI
 Hurricanes are categorized based on the power of the 
storms. Storm categories allow emergency management 
offi cials to determine time and need of evacuation.
 The Manatee County Emergency Management 
Division notes that “a Category 1 hurricane will kill 
you just as fast as a Category 5 storm, with the excep-
tion that in a Category 5 storm you will be under a lot 
more water.”
 Hurricane veterans have noted it is extremely dif-
fi cult to walk around in winds in excess of 50 mph — 24 
mph less than even a Category 1 storm.
 There’s also a good chance offi cials will be forced 
to close the bridges to vehicles due to high winds before 
evacuation of Anna Maria Island is complete, providing 
yet another reason Island residents should plan to leave 
early if so ordered.
 Hurricane forecasters use a “disaster-potential 
scale,” called the Saffi r-Simpson Hurricane Scale, to 
assign storms into fi ve categories. Rated from least to 
most powerful, the fi ve categories and damage potential 
are detailed below.
 It’s important to note, though, that Tropical Storm 
Gabrielle in 2001 caused massive fl ooding, power out-
ages and damage to the area with winds of about 70 
mph — not even a hurricane.
 And don’t forget all the damage on Anna Maria 
Island caused by the four hurricanes of 2004, which 
didn’t come very close to our shores.
 And we all remember the last evacuation of the 
Island caused by Hurricane Charley, which was des-
tined to make landfall at the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
in early forecasts before it veered right and struck 
Punta Gorda, then went across the state to cause mas-
sive devastation. 

CATEGORY 1
 Winds of 74-95 mph. Damage is primarily to shrub-
bery, trees, foliage and unanchored mobile homes. Some 
damage may occur to poorly constructed signs. Storm 
surge is expected to be 4-5 feet above normal. Flooding 
is expected on barrier islands. Low-lying coastal roads 
may be inundated. Expect minor pier damage and small 
craft to be torn from exposed anchorages. 
 Hurricane Agnes in 1972 was a Category 1 storm, 
leaving in its wake 122 deaths and $2 billion in damage. 
Hurricane Erin in 1995 was also a Category 1 storm, caus-
ing 11 deaths and $700 million in damage, mostly to cen-
tral Florida. Also, Hurricane Allison and Hurricane Noel 
of 1995 were Category 1 hurricanes at peak intensity.

CATEGORY 2
 Winds of 96-110 mph. Damage caused by wind 
is considerable, with some trees blown down. Major 
damage expected to exposed mobile homes and poorly 
constructed signs. Some damage to roofs, windows and 
doors of buildings expected. Considerable damage to 
piers, marinas and small craft in unprotected anchorages. 
Storm surge is expected to be 6-8 feet above normal with 
accompanying fl ooding.
 Hurricane Cleo in 1964 was a Category 2 storm, 
devastating Florida’s east coast and causing $500 million 
in damage. Also, hurricanes Erin and Marilyn in 1995 
were both Category 2 hurricanes when Erin’s eyewall hit 
the Florida Panhandle coast and when Marilyn passed 
through the Virgin Islands.
 Hurricane Frances in 2004 was a strong Category 2 
hurricane.

CATEGORY 3
 Winds of 111-130 mph. Large trees will topple. 
Practically all poorly constructed signs will be blown 
down. Expect structural damage to small buildings. 
Many mobile homes may be destroyed. Storm surge 9 
to 12 feet above normal. Serious fl ooding along barrier 
islands and coastal areas. Large exposed buildings will 
be damaged, and smaller structures will be destroyed by 
wave action and fl oating debris. 
 Low-lying escape routes will be cut by rising water 
three to fi ve hours before the arrival of the hurricane 
center. Terrain continuously lower than 5 feet above 
mean sea level may be fl ooded inland to a distance of 
eight or more miles.
 Hurricane Betsy in 1965 was a Category 3 storm 
that killed 75 people and caused $1 billion in damage. 
Hurricane Marilyn in 1995 was a Category 3 storm, kill-
ing eight people and causing $1.5 billion in damage to 
eastern Caribbean islands. That same year spawned Hur-

ricane Roxanne as a Category 3 storm at landfall on the 
Yucatan Peninsula.
 Hurricane Jeanne in 2004 was a weak Category 3 
storm. 

CATEGORY 4
 Winds of 131-155 mph. Shrubs and trees gone. 
Extensive damage to roofs, windows and doors, with 
most roofs on small homes destroyed. Complete destruc-
tion expected of mobile homes. Storm surge 12-15 feet 
above normal. Major damage is expected to lower fl oors 
of structures near the coastline or on barrier islands due 
to fl ooding, waves and fl oating debris.  
 Terrain lower than 10 feet above sea level may be 
flooded, requiring massive evacuation of residential 
areas as far inland as 6 miles. 
 Hurricane Donna in 1960 was a Category 4 storm 
that killed 50 people and caused $500 million in dam-
ages to Florida. Wind gusts were estimated at 180 mph 
in Donna.
 Hurricane Opal in 1995 was also a Category 4 storm, 
killing 59 people and causing $3 billion in damage, 
mostly in the Panhandle, although some damage 
occurred on Anna Maria Island as the storm tracked 
to the north. Also in that year, Hurricane Luis was a 
Category 4 hurricane while moving over the Leeward 
Islands, as was Hurricane Felix. Hurricane Georges in 
1999 was at one point a Category 4 storm, killing more 
than 500 people and causing more than $2 billion in 
damage. Hurricane Floyd, also in 1999, was at one point 
a Category 4 storm as it passed through the Bahamas, 
but had weakened before its eventual landfall in North 
Carolina.
 In 2004, both Hurricanes Charley and Ivan were 
powerful Category 4 storms, with winds of 145 and 
135 mph, respectively.

PLEASE SEE DON’T WEATHER, NEXT PAGE
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 Katrina, Rita and Wilma are familiar names to hur-
ricane watchers, but the naming of storms is a rela-
tively new aspect in the science of studying whirly 
weather.
 An Australian weatherman, Clement Wragge, was 
the fi rst to use female names in describing tropical 
storms in the late 1800s, although he also named sev-
eral after politicians whom he particularly disliked. 
Meteorologists in the U.S. military picked up the prac-
tice during World War II, naming storms after their 
wives and girlfriends.
 In 1951, weather officials began to use names 
to designate storms, using common military titles of 
Able, Baker, Charlie and the like. Two years later, 
female names became the norm, with the fi rst two 
hurricanes dubbed Alice and Barbara.
 Complaints poured into the National Weather 
Bureau from women upset that they were being 
singled out in describing wicked weather, but the 
practice continued until 1978, when hurricanes in 
the eastern Pacifi c were alternately named for men 
and women. In 1979, nomenclature for Atlantic hur-
ricanes followed suit with Hurricane Bob the fi rst 
“male” storm.

How hurricanes came to be named
 Six mixed-company lists of hurricane names have 
been developed by the World Meteorological Orga-
nization. The names are short, easy to remember and 
commonly used names from the English, French and 
Spanish languages. To receive a name, a tropical low-
pressure center must develop at least into a full-fl edged 
tropical storm with wind speeds at 39 mph. 
 The lists are repeated every six years, although the 
names of killer storms are retired from use. 

Arthur • 
Bertha • 
Cristobal• 
Dolly• 
Edouard• 
Fay• 

Gustav• 
Hanna• 
Ike• 
Josephine• 
Kyle• 

Laura• 
Marco• 
Nana• 
Omar• 
Paloma• 

ISLANDER ISLANDER 
storm avenger storm avenger 

game plannergame planner

On the coverOn the cover
Islanders hope that these names won’t get applied 
to storms, but, just in case, pack a Scrabble board 
in the hurricane kit, along with The Islander’s 
“storm avenger” guide. Be prepared. Be safe. 
And maybe break one of the game’s rules and 
allow some proper names in a Scrabble ’Cane 
game, such as the potential storm names for the 
2008 Atlantic hurricane season: Arthur, Bertha, 
Cristobal, Dolly, Edouard, Fay, Gustav, Hanna, 
Ike, Josephine, Kyle, Laura, Marco, Nana, Omar, 
Paloma, Rene, Sally, Teddy, Vicky and Wilfred. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff  

CATEGORY 5
 Winds in excess of 155 mph. No trees, shrubs or 
signs. No windows, doors, small buildings, mobile 
homes. Storm surge more than 15 feet above normal, 
resulting in extreme damage to structures less than 10 
feet above sea level.
 There will be major damage to lower fl oors of all 
structures located less than 15 feet above sea level and 
within 500 yards of the shoreline. Massive evacuation 
of residential areas on low ground within 10 miles of 
the shoreline may be required. 
 A 1935 hurricane on Labor Day struck the Flor-
ida Keys with winds in excess of 200 mph. A total of 
408 people died as a result of the hurricane. Hurricane 

Camille in 1969 was a Category 5 storm, and Hurricane 
Gilbert of 1988 was a Category 5 hurricane at peak inten-
sity.
 Hurricane Mitch was a Category 5 hurricane, and 
was the third-deadliest storm on record, with more than 
10,000 deaths in Central America.
 Hurricane Andrew, recently reclassified from 
a Category 4 to Category 5 storm, came ashore on 
Florida’s east coast August 25, 1992. Sustained winds 
topped 155 mph, with gusts more than 175 mph. More 
than 60,000 homes were destroyed, 200,000 people 
left homeless, more than 2 million people evacuated, 
15 people died and damage was estimated at $20 bil-
lion in 1992 dollars.
 Hurricane Wilma was at one point the most power-
ful hurricane ever recorded, but thankfully dropped in 
intensity before making landfall in the Yucatan and later 
Southern Florida.

Don’t weather on AMI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

 By the way, 2004’s Charley, Frances, Ivan and 
Jeanne have all been “retired” from use.

Rene• 
Sally• 
Teddy• 
Vicky• 
Wilfred• 

2008 Atlantic Ocean 
hurricane names:
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We’ve experienced many hurricane seasons. 
Personal advice from three Island natives … prepare 
… don’t panic. Possessions are replaceable.

Remember Pets…

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker
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BARNETT 
BLINDS
941.778.3526

CALL THE 
EXPERTS …

FOR BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS…

OR 730-0516 
OUR MOBILE SHOWROOM  

COMES TO YOU!

✴  PLANTATION SHUTTERS
✴  BLINDS
✴  SILHOUETTES & LUMINETTES
✴  DUETTES
✴  MOTORIZATION
✴  CUSTOMIZATION
✴  INSTALLATIONPROVIDING PROFESSIONAL AND 

PERSONAL SERVICE FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS.

Call Keith Barnett
for free in-home 
design service

We’ll help you with all the supplies you
 need to be “storm ready.”

HOME
HARDWARE

CHECK LIST 
FOR STORM

PREPARATIONS:

❏ Lanterns & Fuel ❏ Hand Tools
❏ Flashlights ❏ Can Openers
❏ Batteries ❏ Portable Radios   
❏ Candles ❏ Coolers
❏ Tapes ❏ Sandbags
❏ Plastic Bags ❏ Propane Cylinders
❏ Nails     for Stoves & Grills

Island Shopping Center • 778-2811 • Fax 778-6982
OPEN: MON. thru SAT. 8 to 6 • Sunday 10 to 3

Serving Florida’s West Coast since 1977
CC C026478 & CC C045924

941.748.5547
www.mansonroofi ng.com

Manson Roof Maintenance Services

“We Install Confi dence”
Manson Roofi ng Inc.

We’re celebratingWe’re celebrating
Serving the Island communities since 1972 ~  

There must be a reason!
During any emergency,
we are there for you!

FPL PARTICIPATING CONTRACTOR

We accept all major credit cards for your convenience.

3636 Years!ears!

Hurricane Security FilmHurricane Security Film 

Residential or Auto Tinting 
During Hurricane Season When You Mention This Ad

746-3364
4908 Manatee Ave. W. • Bradenton

Sun and Storm ProtectionSun and Storm Protection

• Blocks 80% of Heat 
• 99% Protection from UV Rays 
• Enhances Your View 
• Reinforce Your Glass Doors          
  and Windows 

10% OFF10% OFF

Family

941.725.0073941.941.

Completing more than 2,000 
jobs on Anna Maria Island

Darrin J. Wash • State Lic. CRC 1329024
LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988

       • Renovation Specialist        
          • All Carpentry Repairs 
• Painting Specialist

• Ceiling and Wall Repairs

on Specialist        enovatio• Re
WASHWASH              CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

City of Anna Maria
For an evacuation “Blue Hang Tag” or 

further information, call administration:

CITY HALL ~ 708-6130
or check our website:

www.cityofannamaria.com

HOLMES BEACH POLICE DEPT.
Call our communications number 

for EVACUATION INFORMATION

708-5804
POLICE DISPATCH

If you need further information call administration:

708-5800
www.holmesbeachfl .org

Bradenton Beach 
Police Department 
Call our communications number 

for evacuation assistance:

778-6311
If you need further information, 

call city hall at 778-1005. 

Get ready, get 
set, go: Some 

safety tips to get 
you started…

 Right now, before the 
 hurricane season begins:
 • Enter the hurricane season prepared. Recheck your 
supply of boards, tools, batteries, non-perishable foods and 
other equipment you’ll need to secure your home and pre-
pare yourself for evacuation from the area, if necessary.
 • Prepare or update your hurricane survival kit. The kit 
should include: medicines (at least a two-week supply); spe-
cial dietary foods that are non-perishable; blankets, pillows, 
and sleeping bags; fl ashlight and lots of batteries; portable 
radio and lots of batteries; extra clothing; lightweight folding 
chairs, cots; personal items; infant necessities; quiet games 
or favorite toys for children; important papers; and snacks.
 • Develop a plan for where you’ll go if you need to 
leave the Island. Friends on the mainland or hurricane 
shelter locations should be identifi ed and a route to the 
safe shelter plotted.
 If hurricane advisories list Southwest Florida as a 
threatened region, pay attention to local weather broad-
casts for further updates, and: 
 • Fill your vehicle with gasoline and be sure to check 
the oil, tires and wiper blades.
 • Gather your hurricane survival kit.
 • Moor your boat securely or evacuate it to a safe 
mooring. (See boater tips, next page.)
 • Be prepared to board windows or protect them with 
tape or storm shutters. Remember, damage to small win-
dows is mostly caused by wind-driven debris; damage to 
larger windows may come from debris as well as wind 
pressure.
 • Bring indoors all outdoor furniture, plantings, lawn 
ornaments and anything that can be moved. Secure out-
door objects that can’t be taken inside. Garbage cans, 
garden tools, toys, signs, porch furniture and other harm-
less items become missiles in hurricane winds.
 • Stock up on drinking water. Bathtubs, jugs, bottles or 
pots can be used, or buy bottled water. Remember, water 
service may be disturbed for days or longer after a hur-
ricane. You should have one gallon of water per person per 
day, and you should have at least a seven-day supply.
 • Stock up on non-perishable food. Remember that 
electricity may be off for days or longer and cooking may 
be diffi cult, so make plans to prepare food or have food 
that can be eaten cold. Check to make sure you have a can 
opener that can be operated without electricity.
 • Check all battery-powered equipment and stock up 
on batteries. Hurricane experts are recommending you not 
use candles due to the threat of fi re. An untended fl ashlight 
won’t start a fi re, but a candle or lantern might.
 • Stock up on cleanup materials: mops, buckets, 
towels, cleansers and the like.
 • Make arrangements for boarding your pet. There 
are some pet-friendly shelters that will open in Manatee 
County, but the animal must have all its shots and paper-
work to prove it, and be in a carrier.
 If hurricane advisories list Southwest Florida as a pos-
sible landfall for a hurricane, begin making preparations 
for the storm:
 • Board all windows.
 • Be prepared to leave. Remember, traffi c leaving the 
Island will be worse than you can imagine. Hurricane 
authorities predict it will take 12-17 hours to evacuate the 
Island, so plan to leave early.
 • Watch or listen to local news broadcasts for shelter 
openings. 

         If offi  cials order an evacuation:
 • Leave.
 • Leave your swimming pool fi lled and super chlori-
nate. If possible, remove the pump, otherwise cover it.
 • Turn off electricity and water to your house.
 • Turn off gas valves at the appliance, not at the main 
valve.
 • Let your friends and relatives know where you’re 
going.

 • Check with neighbors to make sure they have a safe, 
timely ride out of the area.

       Aft er the hurricane passes:
 • Be patient. Access to damaged areas will be limited 
and you may not be able to return to your home imme-
diately. Roads may be blocked by trees and live power 
lines, and emergency crews will need time to make the 
area safe. 
 • Expect security checkpoints, so make sure you have 
valid identifi cation showing your proper local address.
 • Do not drive unless you must, and don’t sightsee. 
Roads should remain clear for emergency vehicles.
 • Avoid downed or damaged electrical wires.
 • Beware of snakes, insects and animals that may have 
sought higher ground to avoid fl ood waters.
 • Re-enter your home with caution. Open windows 
and doors to let air circulate and dry out the house.
 • Be cautious with fi re until you have checked the area 
thoroughly for gas fumes.
 • Assess and photograph damage to structures and 
contents to hasten insurance claims.
 • As soon as feasible, report any broken power, water, 
sewer or gas lines to authorities.

PLEASE SEE GET READY, NEXT PAGE

And tips for boaters
 Big storms can mean big trouble for boaters. 
 The best advice for the best way to secure your boat, 
be it large or small, during hurricane season is to make 
sure your boat insurance is up to date.
 Forget lines and other precautions, because in a bad 
blow, you won’t have a boat when you return. Insurance is 
the way to go to handle the replacement vessel. However, 
here are some other tips for boat owners.
 • Is your bilge pump operating correctly?
 • Is your battery fully charged to run your bilge pump 
correctly?
 • If your boat is stored out of the water, have you 
removed the drain plug?
 • If your boat is on davits, do you have the boat high 
enough out of the water to ensure it won’t fl oat away even 
in extreme high tides?
 • Have you secured your boat with extra lines to the 
dock or seawall, with adequate fenders and rub-protection 
devices to ensure the boat won’t break free?
 • Have you removed all extra gear from the boat? 
Extra stuff can become missiles in high wind, or could 
collect in the bilge and foul the pump. Take off the bimini 
top if it has one, too.
 • Don’t try to trailer your boat off the Island during 
an evacuation — make plans to get the boat to safety well 
before a severe storm is forecast in our area. High winds 
and trailers are a bad mix.
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ABSOLUTE ABSOLUTE 
METAL 

ROOFINGROOFING

SSSSSSeerving Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte & Monroe Counties • Financing Available

TTTTThe last roof your 
hhhhhome will ever need!

Call Dustin Yoder at 941-309-7400 Call Dustin Yoder at 941-309-7400 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATEFOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Owners
Dale DesJardins Jr

Richie Yoder

Licensed #ccc1327899 & Insured

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 • 5402 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach • Island Shopping Center 

 www.suncoastinc.com

IN ALL KINDS OF WEATHERIN ALL KINDS OF WEATHER
We’re here all year, 

however the four winds blow.

Sales • Rentals • Property • ManagementSales • Rentals • Property • Management
REAL ESTATE LLC

Anna Maria 
Island

HOT NEW 
BUMPER 

STICKERS

   
$1

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

HOLMES BEACH
Mail order $2

Got your 
plan ready?

 You’ve got your shutters, you’ve got your hurricane 
supplies, you’re ready for the storm.
 Does everyone in your household know what to do 
in the event of a storm event?
 Federal, state and local offi cials say communica-
tion is vital before, during and after a hurricane. With 
the new storm season starting, now is the time to make 
certain your family will not be separated in the after-
math of a disaster. 
 Here’s what to do: 
 • Discuss the type of hazards that could impact your 
family. Know your home’s vulnerability to storm surge, 
fl ooding and wind.
 • Locate a safe room or the safest areas in your 
home for each hurricane hazard. In certain circum-
stances, the safest areas may not be your own home, 
but another within your community.
 • Determine escape routes from your home and 
places to meet. These should be measured in 10s of 
miles rather than 100s of miles.
 • Choose a meeting location. Should your family 
become separated during a storm, you should have a 
pre-determined rendezvous point at which everyone 
can rejoin the family.
 • Complete a family communication plan. Include 
contact information for family members, work and 
school, meeting locations and emergency services.
 • Choose an out-of-town contact who family mem-
bers can call to let them know where everybody is at, 
especially if the family is separated. Everyone should 

Know your shelter, where and when

know this contact’s phone numbers. After a disaster, it 
is often easier to make a long-distance call than a local 
call from the disaster area.
 • Post emergency telephone numbers by your 
phones and make sure your children know how and 
when to call 911.
 • Stock non-perishable emergency supplies and a 
disaster supply kit.
 • Use a NOAA weather radio. Remember to replace 

 All the emergency shelters are on the mainland. The 
locations of shelters, the best routes to them, and the 
order in which they are likely to open, are good things to 
know before they’re needed. 
 The fi rst people to be evacuated are those persons 
registered with special needs. Which shelters will house 
special needs is determined just prior to the evacuation. 
The barrier islands, Anna Maria and Longboat Key, are the 
fi rst to be evacuated. Nobody wants to need one, but it’s 
reassuring that one will be available if the need arises. 
 Laurie Feagans, Manatee County’s chief of emergency 
management, and her staff have identifi ed shelters and 
seen to their preparation for an emergency. 
 Feagans strongly advises people not to go to a shel-
ter until offi cials announce through the media that it is 
open. She noted that shelter openings may vary with each 
emergency, so stay tuned to local media. The same is true 
for shelters that accept pets.
 People with special needs who require assistance in 
evacuation should register with the West Manatee Fire 
Rescue District, 6001 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or by 
calling 941-741-3900.
 The shelters are: 

• Bashaw Elementary School, 3515 Morgan Johnson 
Road, Bradenton.
 • Bayshore Elementary, 6120 26th St. W., Bradenton.
 • Braden River Elementary School, 6215 River Club 
Blvd., Bradenton.
 • Braden River Middle, 6215 River Club Blvd., Bra-
denton. 
 • Braden River High, 6545 State Road 70 E, Bradenton.

 • Buffalo Creek Middle School, 7320 69th St. E., 
Palmetto.
 • Freedom Elementary, 9515 State Road 64 E., Bra-
denton.
 • Gullett Elementary, 12125 44th Ave. E., Bradenton.
 • Haile Middle, 9501 State Road 64 E., Bradenton.
 • Johnson Middle, 2121 26th Ave. E., Bradenton. 
 • Kinnan Elementary, 3415 Tallevast Road, Sara-
sota. 
 • Lee Middle School, 4000 53rd Ave. W., Bradenton.
 • Lincoln Middle, 305 17th S. E., Palmetto.
 • Manatee High, 1000 32nd St. W., Bradenton. 
 • McNeal Elementary, 6325 Lorraine Road, Bradenton.
 • Miller Elementary School, 4201 Manatee Ave. W., 
Bradenton.
 • Mills Elementary, 7200 69th St. E., Bradenton.
 • Myakka City Elementary, 37205 Manatee Ave., 
Myakka City.
 • Oneco Elementary, 5214 22nd St. Ct. E., Bradenton. 
 • Prine Elementary, 3801 Southern Parkway W., Bra-
denton.
 • Rowlett Elementary, 3500 Ninth St. E., Bradenton.
 • Sea Breeze Elementary, 3601 71st St. W., Bradenton. 
 • Tillman Elementary, 1415 29th St. E., Palmetto.
 • Williams Elementary, 3404 Fort Hamer Road, Parrish.
 • Willis Elementary School, 14705 The Masters Ave., 
Bradenton.
 • Witt Elementary, 200 Rye Road, Bradenton. 
 Feagans stressed that shelters should be a “last resort” 
for residents, and that staying with a friend or relative on the 
mainland is the best option during an evacuation.

its battery every six months, as you do with your smoke 
detectors.
 • Take fi rst aid, CPR and disaster preparedness 
classes.
 • Plan for family members with special needs.
 • Make a plan now for what to do with your pets if 
you need to evacuate.
 • Check your insurance coverage — fl ood damage 
is not covered by homeowners insurance.
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5412 Marina Dr.• Island Shopping Center • Holmes Beach • jim.mixon2@verizon.net

Jim Mixon Insurance Inc.
778-2253

and be prepared 
if damaging 
weather is 
on its way.
Keep you 
insurance 
policies handy 
and take them 
with you 
if you must 
evacuate.

Call us for all your 
insurance needs…

Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
Waterfront Restaurant

ROTTEN RALPH’S
on the Historic Bridge Street Pier

Breakfast • Lunch •  Dinner  • Beer/Wine
200 Bridge St. •  Bradenton Beach

Open every day • 778-1604

Lunch • Dinner • Full Bar 
902 S. Bay Blvd • Anna Maria  
778-3953 • Open Every Day yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Visit our two waterfront locations!

Two Great locations to Two Great locations to 
watch the storms!watch the storms!

How does he keep his prices so low?

I cheat the other guy 
and pass the savings 

on to you!

Veteran storm advice for the Island newbie
 Here’s a list of items experts strongly advise you 
have on hand to weather a storm, in no particular 
order:
 Fire extinguisher. Clean containers to store water, 
one gallon per person per day. Food, canned or dry. 
Manual can opener. Hand tools: Hammer, nails, ax, 
knife, pliers, handsaw, screwdrivers. Electric drill with 
screwdriver bits to install bolts for window protec-
tion. Unscented bleach to purify water (eight drops per 
gallon). Soap. One fl ashlight per person with spare bat-
teries. Battery-operated radio. First-aid kit with Ban-
dages, gauze, scissors, petroleum jelly, antiseptic spray, 
hydrogen peroxide, antacids, aspirin, thermometer, rub-
bing alcohol. Extra prescription medicine. Matches, 
preferably wooden. Disposable eating utensils and 
plates. Toilet paper. Mosquito repellent. Gallon-size 
plastic freezer bags to fi ll with water to make ice. Needle 
and thread. Whistle and air horn. Disinfectant. Grill or 
Sterno stove with extra fuel. Oven mitts. Lantern with 
extra fuel. Garbage bags. Rope or heavy cord, 100 feet. 
Tarpaulin to make temporary roof repairs. Chainsaw and 
extra fuel. Backup generator and extra fuel.
 OK. Now for the real advice.

The Islander conducted an unscientifi c poll among 
a handful of folks, asking what are the most important 
tools (for less than $100) you could have before, during 
and after a storm?
 Tool Tim gave the matter some thought and sug-
gested one of those nifty inverters that you can plug 
into a cigarette lighter in your vehicle and transform 
the DC current from the battery into AC to power stuff 
in your house.
 No, you can’t run your air-conditioner, but you 
can charge your rechargeable batteries — you do have 
those, right? — cell phone, laptop computer, even a 
fan or light in your house if/when the power goes out. 
Get a big one. Bigger is defi nitely better in this case, 
so splurge.
 Tool Jack was more pragmatic: Heavy-weight 
gloves and work boots that are nail-resistant. 
 “If you’re trying to clear debris, you’re gonna be 
useless in a half-hour if you’re all cut up and limping,” 
he said. 

 Jack went into a post-disaster mode, suggesting a 
raft of debris-clearing items. Get a little sledgehammer, 
something you can swing for a long time, to break up 
what’s left of your roof, which is now in your driveway. 
 A crowbar-type device would be good to have, 
too, and some sort of saw or shears to cut through that 
cheap metal that seems to be everywhere in any type 
of rubble. 
 Don’t forget a shovel to dig up what’s left of your 
landscaping, and a rake to fi nish the job.
 And Jack suggested lots of industrial-size plastic 
bags for all the debris. He should know: His son lost his 
mobile home in Punta Gorda post-Hurricane Charley 
and did a lot of cleanup down there.
 Tool Jo Ann suggested a screw gun or cordless, 
rechargeable screwdriver, as No. 1 in her toolbox. Make 
sure you’ve got a set of sharp bits, and make sure you 
can fi nd the chuck and maybe spring for a couple more 
for when you lose the fi rst one. Spare rechargeable bat-
teries are a good idea. 
 And another echo from the tool crew was a chain-
saw. But look before you cut, fi gure out what you’re 
doing, and you should be fi ne. 
 And then there is the generator issue. 
 Tool Tim pointed out that the most dangerous 

aspect of a generator is the fool that hasn’t read the 
directions of its use.
 No, you can’t set it up in your living room if you 
want to live through the night.
 No, you can’t run it 24/7 unless you want it to 
explode.
 No, you can’t get crafty and work one of those 
male-to-male electric cords that let you plug the genera-
tor into any outlet and power up the whole house, unless 
you want to electrocute the electric company crew three 
blocks away with the juice that fl ows, augmented, from 
your generator to them.
 No, you can’t fi gure to pour more gas into the over-
heated generator while it’s running on empty unless you 
want to blow yourself up when you spill the fuel on the 
hot parts.
 Speaking of fuel is another scary issue. Depending 
on size and consumption rate, generators — and chain 
saws — need quite a bit. That means you’ve got gal-
lons and gallons of gas sitting around in your garage 
or carport or somewhere for a long time, just wishing 
for a match to explode. 
 Be careful with all that. 
 And, of course, all the above is assuming that there is 
an Island or a house to come back to after the Big One. 

Hurricane Jeanne 
in 2004 caused 

minimal damage 
as it passed by the 

Island, as long-
time resident and 
Anna Maria City 

Commissioner 
Dale Woodland 

could attest as he 
surveyed the Anna 

Maria City Pier.
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Th e myths, the 
facts, the storms

 Just because you’ve always done something doesn’t 
mean that thing is right. 
 There are several myths about hurricanes we’ve 
probably believed for years. Unfortunately, we’ve wasted 
a lot of time doing things that are pretty useless. Here 
are some myths and facts about hurricanes and hurricane 
season.

Myth No. 1: taping windows protects the glass.
 Taping windows will do little or nothing to prevent 
breaking in a storm. It is a waste of effort, time and tape. 
The tape provides little additional strength to the glass 
and no protection against fl ying debris. Once a hurri-
cane warning has been issued, spend your time closing 
up shutters or putting plywood over your windows and 
doors. 

Myth No. 2: Open the house windows on the lee side 
of the storm to balance air pressure or the house will 
explode.
 The difference in air pressure between the inside of 
your house and outside in the storm does not cause the 
house to blow up, since no house is built airtight. Hur-
ricane winds are intense and variable, and open windows 
even on the lee side can allow fl ying debris to enter. 
Once a window or door is shattered, intense winds can 
enter and rip the house apart trying to get out. 

Myth No. 3: Any emergency shelter will do if an evacu-
ation is ordered.
 Storm shelters will open depending on the sever-
ity of the storm. Not all shelters may open. Check the 
radio or television for shelters that are open. Remember 
that shelter space is not adequate for the population, and 
conditions are somewhat primitive, so the best course 
of action is to stay with friends who live far away from 
the coast or low-lying areas.

Myth No. 4: Government will take care of me after 
the storm.
 In Hurricane Andrew’s aftermath in 1992, lines for 
water, ice and food were often 5,000 people long. It also 
takes the government several days to mobilize its forces 
to care for people. Although many lessons on post-disas-
ter recovery were learned after Andrew, it is still strongly 
recommended that you be able to provide for your family 
for at least three days — food, water, medical supplies 
and the like. Prescriptions for two weeks are advised. 
 Remember that resorts in Mississippi are just now 
re-opening after Hurricane Katrina’s landfall in 2005.

ISLANDER ISLANDER 
storm avengers storm avengers 

game plannergame planner
Living in a post-disaster world

Planning for your best friendsPlanning for your best friends
 The only way to reduce the devastation of a hur-
ricane is to be prepared — including preparation for 
your pets.
 Forty-three percent of U.S. households have pets. 
Florida has over 80 percent of its population within 
10 miles of the coast. There is no geographical point 
in Florida that is more than 60 miles from saltwater. 
Any disaster that threatens humans, threatens animals 
as well.
 Making arrangements for your pets is part of 
your household disaster planning. If you must evacu-
ate your home, plan for your pet too. For health and 
space reasons, pets will not only be allowed in certain 
public emergency shelters.
 The Islander offers the following advice to pre-
pare for a disaster with your best friends:

BEFORE
 Make sure your pets have current immunizations 
and take these records with you if you need to evacu-
ate. If you plan to go to a motel, determine in advance 
whether pets are welcome and what special rules may 
apply. See if your veterinarian will accept your pet 
for boarding in an emergency.
 Pack a pet survival kit that includes proper ID 
collar and rabies license tag, carrier or cage, water 

“When life gives “When life gives 
you lemons, make you lemons, make 
lemonade.”lemonade.”

By Paul Roat
 “There is little doubt about it — sooner or later, 
another big hurricane will come.”
 That quote is from Jay Barnes’ book, “Florida’s 
Hurricane History.”
 Barnes writes, “Atmospheric scientists and emer-
gency planners agree that it’s just a matter of time 
before some portion of Florida is struck by another 
catastrophic hurricane. No one knows when or where 
it will strike, but we do know that eventually it will 
blast ashore somewhere and cause massive destruc-
tion — perhaps even greater than that caused by 
Andrew. Since there is nothing anyone can do to alter 
that foreboding reality, the question is: Are we ready 
for the next great hurricane?”
 His assessment is true, especially for residents of 
Anna Maria Island. 
 Islanders have been spared the direct hit of a hur-
ricane in recent years. Historically, fi ve hurricanes 
passed across the Island, one of the worst in Octo-
ber 1921. That storm turned the area north of Pine 
Avenue in Anna Maria into a shallow sandbar. Today, 
that’s the largest land area of the city. Passage Key, 
just north of the Island, once had a fi shing village and 
freshwater lake. Since the storm, Passage Key has 
been little more than a sandbar, and now offi cially a 
wildlife sanctuary.
 That storm was a moderate Category 1 hurricane, 
with winds of about 100 mph. Imagine what a Cat-
egory 5 storm with 155-mph winds would do.
 Damage would be in the tens of millions of dol-
lars if a major storm made landfall on the Island. If 
evacuation orders are not heeded, loss of life would 
be horrible. 
 But the challenge will come through redevelop-
ment. Do Islanders want to rebuild the Island as it 
looks today, or is there a better way to live on this 
narrow strip of sand?
 Those questions have been partially answered 
in the “Islandwide post-disaster redevelopment plan 
for Anna Maria Island” prepared by the Tampa Bay 
Regional Planning Council. 
 The plan is the result of hundreds of hours of 
work by elected and appointed offi cials, staff mem-
bers and citizens peering into crystal balls in an 
attempt to come up with some vision of the Island in 
the literal wake of a hurricane. 
 Taking into account existing land uses and poten-
tial redevelopment, transportation, drainage, and other 
issues, offi cials have produced a document that will 
serve as a springboard for rebuilding the Island. 

After the storm
 When the winds have abated and the water has 
receded, post-disaster planning begins. There are three 
stages to this process:
 • Immediate emergency period. Debris will be 
cleared, search and rescue operation undertaken and 
an initial assessment of damages to the Island will take 
place. This process is expected to take several days.
 • Short range restoration period. Minor or moder-
ately damaged structures may be repaired plus damage 
assessment of all buildings. This process is expected 
to take several weeks or months.
 • Long range reconstruction period. This period 
will allow for full restoration of services, reconstruc-
tion of all structures, and total infrastructure repair. 
This process could take several years.

Looking to the future
 Although the post-disaster redevelopment plan 
offers a broad-brush approach to rebuilding the Island, 
it also offers some “opportunities” for making things 
better than today. Among the thoughts to be consid-
ered are the following.
 • Consider the overall redevelopment of the 
Island, rather than just one community or one neigh-
borhood.
 • Consider compatibility when redevelopment 
occurs. One ground-level house in a neighborhood of 
stilt homes is an example of an incompatible neighbor-
hood.
 • With widespread destruction comes an oppor-
tunity to rid the Island of exotic plant species such 
as Brazilian pepper and Australian pine and replace 
non-native trees with traditional Florida plants.
 • Development of an Islandwide bicycle and 
pedestrian pathway should be considered.
 • With massive property loss comes an opportu-
nity to acquire sensitive lands for the public. While 
offi cials in all three Island cities agreed not to use 
municipal funds for such acquisition, state or federal 
funds could be used to add more public beach or bay 
access.

Lessons learned
 Here’s an interesting footnote to post-disaster 
planning from the Virgin Islands.
 In 1995, Hurricane Marilyn struck the Caribbean 
islands, killing 11 people and causing $1.2 billion in 
damage. Islanders repaired their homes, businesses 
and resorts.
 In 1998, Hurricane Georges struck the Virgin 
Islands. This time, though, no one was killed, and 
damage was estimated at $55 million. The difference 
was credited to stringent building codes that ensured 
stronger and safer new homes that were better able to 
withstand a strong storm.

and food bowls, medications, food supply to last about 
two weeks,  newspapers/plastic bags for waste dis-
posal, toys and comfort items, muzzles, if necessary, 
manual can opener, proper ID on all belongings.
 All pets should have secure carriers or collapsible 
cages. Carriers should be large enough for the pets to 
stand comfortably and turn around. Familiarize your 
pets with the carrier ahead of time.
 The carrier will be a secure and comforting refuge 
if the animal is required to live in it for days or weeks 
after the storm.

GETTING OUT
 Friends or relatives in a safe area are the best 
choice. If they are unable to house both you and your 
pet, try to arrange shelter for your pet at a veterinarian 
or kennel close to your evacuation destination.
 If you plan to shelter your pets at a kennel or 
clinic, call before evacuating to determine if space 
is available. Allow suffi cient time to travel from the 
kennel to your evacuation destination after making 
certain that your animals are secure.
 Throughout the evacuation and the storm, your 
pets will need reassurance from you. Remain calm, 
keep as close to their normal routine as possible, and 
speak to them regularly in a calm, reassuring voice.

FACTOIDS: Stay alert!
 Hurricanes can intensify very, very quickly. In 1992, 
Hurricane Andrew went from a Category 1 to a Category 
4 storm in 36 hours. In 1969, Hurricane Camille went 
from a Category 1 to a Category 5 storm in 48 hours.

Biggest hurricane ever
 On the planet Jupiter, a whirlwind-looking event is 
called the Great Red Spot. Galileo fi rst saw it 300 years 
ago. It is about three times the diameter of the Earth.
Clockwise-counterclockwise
 North of the equator, hurricanes spin counterclock-
wise. South of the equator, they spin clockwise. So the 
question is: Which way does a hurricane spin if it origi-
nates on the equator?

Deadliest
 In 1972, an East Pakistan cyclone killed 200,000-
500,000 people.

Worst in history
 In 1900, a hurricane struck Galveston, Texas, and 
basically washed away the city. About 15 percent of the 
population drowned.
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