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Anna Maria Island record home sale eclipsed
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 A beachfront house in Anna Maria sold 
May 12 for $3.725 million, topping a week- 
old record by $225,000. 
 The Anna Maria Island record sale for 
a single-family Gulffront home set in April 
in Holmes Beach when Barbara Sato and 
Mike Norman combined for a $3.5 million 
sale, lasted only about a month before it was 
eclipsed. 
 The Sato agency was involved in both 
sales. For the second sale, however, Sato was 
both listing and selling agent. Also, the buyer 
of both record price-setting properties is the 
same and both will be seasonal rentals.
 The two-story home at 717 N. Shore Drive 
in Anna Maria was never on the open market, 
Sato said. Instead, it was an agreement between 
private parties with Sato contacting both buyer 

and seller to make the arrangements.
 According to available online records, 
the house was purchased May 12 from Stew-
art Bertron of Tampa by Cherry Fish LLC, a 
subsidiary of Pineapple Fish LLC, which was 
formed April 25 by Elizabeth Vann Thrasher 
and Michael Thrasher. They are from Great 
Britain and maintain a residence in Anna 
Maria.
 The three-bedroom, three-bath house is 
on two lots and has slightly more than 3,000 
square feet of living space.
 Sato said the two sales are clearly indica-
tive that the Island real estate market is on the 
rebound from its 2006-07 position, when sales 
slowed as prices remained high.
 “I think it’s fair to say we’re in great shape 
on Anna Maria Island. I’m certainly happy,” 
Sato said.
 “In fact, I read an article last week in The 

Wall Street Journal that said the ‘crisis’ in real 
estate is over, and I think that’s true.”
 Certainly, high-end and beachfront prop-
erties are in demand, as evidenced by both 
record sales, agreed Sato.
 “And the Island itself is always in demand,” 
she added.
 Another factor could well be the favorable 
exchange rate for European buyers. A Euro now 
trades for approximately $1.50 in U.S. currency, 
a much better rate than just two years ago when 
the exchange was about even.
 Add that demand for Island living to the 
exchange rate and the fact that many baby 
boomers are entering the “pre-retirement” 
market for a home, along with the “discov-
ery” of the Island, and there’s an upswing in 
real estate sales, according to Jessie Brisson, 
The Islander’s real estate transaction reporter 
and a broker at Gulf-Bay Realty.

Boating safety urged for Memorial Day

Two manatees near an island pier last week. Save the Manatee offi cials urge boaters to use caution this holiday weekend — to protect 
themselves, other boaters and Florida’s famed manatees. Islander Photo: Courtesy of George Wilson

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Memorial Day marks the beginning of a 
busy summer season on Anna Maria Island 
and around Florida, especially on the water-
ways.
 Boat traffi c can double or triple on holiday 
weekends according to the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, leading to 
dangerous conditions for boaters and marine 
animals, especially slow-moving manatees.
 “Manatee deaths from boat collisions 
continue to be the leading known cause of 
manatee mortality,” said Patrick Rose of Save 
the Manatee Club. “This year, with gas prices 
on the rise, it makes good sense for the boat-
ing community to throttle back, take some of 
the pressure off their pocketbooks and at the 
same time help make Florida’s busy water-
ways safer. Going slower may improve your 
boat’s gas mileage and certainly improves a 
manatee’s chances of making it through the 
long weekend uninjured.”
 Throttling back also reduces boat wakes, 
which can cause damage to property, such as 
seawalls and moored boats, Rose said.
 To help protect manatees on a regular 

basis, boaters should follow all posted boat-
speed regulations, slow down if manatees are 
in the vicinity and stay in deep water channels 
when possible.

 People who see an injured, dead, tagged 
or orphaned manatee, or a manatee being 
harassed, should call the FWC toll-free at 888-
404-3922.
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Palma Sola group seeks to complete project
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By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Palma Sola Scenic Highway group unani-
mously agreed last week to see its causeway improve-
ments project to completion before considering addi-
tional modifi cations.
 Members of the Palma Sola Scenic Highway 
Corridor Management Entity met May 14 at the 
county administration building to discuss the cause-
way project, where hundreds of trees and dozens of 
bollards have been planted. A new boat ramp also 
has been built on the southwest end of the shore 
along the causeway to replace an unpermitted ramp 
under power lines at the northeast end of the water-
front.
 In recent weeks, the project has generated criticism 
from people who dislike the number of posts planted 
along the southside of the causeway, primarily because 
they look unnatural and block vehicles from reaching 
the edge of Palma Sola Bay. Critics include Manatee 
County Commissioners Joe McClash and Carol Whit-
more, who have urged the removal of at least some 
bollards.
 At last week’s CME meeting, McClash made his 
case again. The commissioner said the bollards restrict 
people with personal watercraft from getting to the 
water. There is a designated personal watercraft parking 
and launching area on the causeway, but McClash said 
that was insuffi cient and asked for additional access 
points.
 The committee discussed McClash’s concerns and 
its willingness to compromise, but members agreed that 
fi rst the project should be completed and grant reim-
bursements collected.
 The improvements — exceeding $250,000 — are 
funded largely by state and federal grant money, which 
has strings attached. Committee members said they 
didn’t want to jeopardize the grants by making major 
changes to the project.
 Holmes Beach resident and CME member Kathy 
King offered a motion that, after some tweaking, read, 
“The committee made substantial changes and compro-
mises and is open to continuing to do so. At this time, 

the committee recommends completion of the projects 
contractually specifi ed and planned. Upon completion 
of the scope of services and grant reimbursements, the 
committee will reevaluate and discuss possible revi-
sions.”
 The committee unanimously approved the 
motion.
 King said she wanted the county commission and 
concerned citizens to know that the CME is willing to 
revise the project, but not hastily.
 The bollards do restrict vehicle traffi c from reach-
ing the water, but they also protect beachgoers, she 
said.
 “A lot of families are enjoying the causeway more 
now,” King said.
 The committee discussed other changes along the 
causeway and learned from vice chair Seth Kohn, an 
employee the city of Bradenton, that a planned bath-
room on the southside of the causeway may not get 

built this year.
 Kohn said delays with securing a design have left 
only a six-month window to get the project done by the 
grant’s December deadline.
 County Commission Chair Jane von Hahmann, who 
has long been associated with the Palma Sola project, 
said she didn’t want to shelve the project and asked 
Kohn what he needed.
 “I’d go to bat to cover the costs,” she said. “I think 
that the rest room is extremely important.”
 Kohn said he would explore how to get the project 
completed, but emphasized that time was his big con-
cern.
 The county commission was scheduled to discuss 
the Palma Sola project during a meeting May 20, after 
The Islander went to press.
 The next CME meeting will be at 3:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 11, at the county administration center, 1112 
Manatee Ave., Bradenton.
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Anna Maria City
May 27, 10 a.m., fi reworks task force committee 
meeting.
May 29, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
May 22, 5 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., May 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
May 22, 7 p.m., planning commission meeting. 
May 27, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.hoomesbeachfl .org. 

Of Interest
May 21, 7 p.m., Barrier Island Elected Offi cials 
meeting, Holmes Beach City Hall. 

Holiday Closures
Government offi ces in Anna Maria City, Bradenton 
Beach, Holmes Beach and Longboat Key will be 
closed on Monday, May 26, for Memorial Day.

Key opens door to tourist development

The closure of a gas station on Gulf of Mexico Drive and other commercial businesses on Longboat Key 
reinforced concerns about an economy suffering because of a tourism base that had declined. Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The welcome mat is out on Longboat Key, where 
voters this spring resoundingly approved initiatives 
intended to pump tourist dollars back into their town.
 “This is really going to help the economics of the 
island,” said Gail Loefgren, president of the Longboat 
Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of Com-
merce.
 Last week about 100 people gathered at Mattison’s 
Steakhouse on Longboat Key to learn more about the 
measures approved by referendum March 18. David 
Brenner of the town’s planning and zoning board 
addressed the audience for the chamber’s National 
Tourism Week luncheon.
 One measure to allow existing, grandfathered 
developments — hotels and condos — to rebuild at 
their original density rather at more recent, stringent 
codes passed with 89.6 percent of the vote.
 A second measure to create a pool of 250 new tour-
ist units — replacing units lost since 2000 — passed 
with 81.3 percent of the vote.
 The voter turnout, Brenner boasted, “was unheard 
of for a local election.… Now we have to get down to 
work on the nuts and bolts of implementing this.”
 Longboat Key civic and business leaders are dis-
cussing how to incorporate the voter-sanctioned charter 
amendments into two ordinances — a process that may 
take the rest of the year and will result in amendments 
to the town’s comprehensive plan.
 Meanwhile, the charter amendments and the town 
vote are getting noticed beyond Longboat’s borders.
 Within weeks of the March vote, Longboat Key 
offi cials heard from interested businesses, “from people 
around the world, the big guys, who know what’s going 
on. There’s a feeling that Longboat Key has a different 
mindset about tourism,” Brenner said.
 “This isn’t happening in a vacuum,” said state Rep. 
Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, who attended the May 13 
luncheon and suggested other communities may want 
to follow Longboat’s lead.
 And Longboat does seem to have taken a lead 
among Florida communities coping with declining 
economic stability and signifi cant losses in the tourist 
market.

The vision that led to the vote
 The vote that took place in March has origins in a 
vision plan for Longboat Key crafted by town offi cials, 
business owners and residents involved in focus groups 
led by consultant Herb Marlowe.
 Meeting records for that process show that plan-
ning board members and business leaders involved in 
the visioning process repeatedly stressed concerns for 
hard times for commerce.
 The writers of the vision plan identifi ed several rea-
sons for these hard times: major resorts were more than 
20 years old and “showing their age,” a shortening of the 
“peak season” had limited the signifi cant retail base to 
four months and a decline in the number of units devoted 
to tourism had occurred, primarily due to conversions to 
condominiums and town-imposed density limits.
 The vision plan identifi ed a key goal: to “encour-
age improvement, redevelopment, and development 
of tourism.” The plan also listed several strategies 
to accomplish that goal: amend the comprehensive 
plan to promote tourism with the densities that existed 
in 2000, hold a referendum on a charter amendment 
allowing the recapture of 250 tourism units lost since 
2000 and hold a charter vote on allowing existing, 
grandfathered tourist developments to rebuild at their 
current density, rather than under newer, tighter den-
sity rules.
 Due to Longboat Key’s efforts to limit density, 
regulations had made it diffi cult for developers to build 
new tourist units or redevelop existing facilities. For 
example, if an existing 150-room hotel on 10 acres 
wanted to rebuild, it was limited to 60 units.
 The ballot questions were presented to voters with 
endorsements from many sectors.
 The chamber of commerce became active early in 
the process.
 Anna Maria resident and local businessman Tom 
Aposporos remembered talking with Loefgren about 
the issue several years ago.
 “I had a real fear that Longboat key was about to 
become primarily a residential community with virtu-

ally no services available to its residents,” said Apos-
poros, who has a real estate offi ce on the key. “Business 
was slowly eroding.”
 Soon after their conversation, Loefgren informed 
Aposporos that the chamber’s executive board was 
going to get involved in the reform effort.
 Aposporos also became involved, serving as a 
spokesperson for the “vote yes” campaign.
 “That effort was successful, fortunately,” he said 
last week.
 The non-profi t Longboat Key Public Interest Com-
mittee, which had led the campaign in the 1980s to 
curb growth on Longboat Key, also endorsed the ballot 
questions.
 Prior to the vote, PIC informed its members in a 
newsletter, “Many of you may not realize that Long-
boat Key is the place we love due in large part to a 
citizens’ revolt resulting in a 1984 charter amendment 
that clamped down on growth. PIC was instrumen-
tal in that action. But for this, we might have been a 
high-rise lined ‘condo canyon’ like some other places. 
Now, 20-plus years later, we need to make some minor 
tweaks to those rules to keep Longboat Longboat.”
 Brenner said voters realized that “things are chang-
ing here, but not for the better.… I think the vote dem-
onstrated that change had overtaken us.”

Lessons learned on Longboat Key
 In the early 1980s, when Harry Purcell and his wife 
began seasonal visits on Longboat Key, he shared a 
common concern that the town might lose its character 
to over-development.
 Purcell endorsed a vision for the town then that he 
thought would minimize growth and protect the key. 
Last week, hanging out with friends over coffee at The 
Market on Longboat Key, Purcell said he voted for the 
recent tourism ballot questions — for change.
 “Change was needed,” he said.
 His friends also supported the ballot questions.
 The Longboat Key residents said they learned an 
important history lesson over the years.
 “Even the Constitution gets improved on,” said 
Paul Montoya.
 Aposporos, in a phone interview with The Islander, 
observed, “When you take an action and assume that 
it is going to stand for all time, you are making an 
overly confi dent statement. I’m a believer that our soci-
ety changes, that our wants and needs change and that 
we should be ever-vigilant of the need to be ahead of 
those changes.”
 Voters looked back more than two decades and 
decided that the town’s comprehensive plan was drafted 
“with very well-intentioned efforts,” but needed fi xing, 
Aposporos said.
 A decision made in the 1980s intended to preserve 
the character of Longboat Key was in fact eroding the 
character, he said. The people of Longboat Key were 
losing what they had intended to preserve.

Looking forward, northward
 Someone taking a drive on Anna Maria Island will 
see vacant commercial space, like on Longboat Key. 
Some offi ces, retailers, restaurants last for decades, 
some come and go within a year.
 And the Island’s pool of tourist units has changed 
considerably over the past two decades, with condo-
minium conversions, the demolition of some duplexes, 
the boom in vacation-home rentals and the loss of some 
mom-and-pop motels.
 Representatives with Island rental and real estate 
agencies characterize the situation as a mixed bag of 
good and bad developments for the tourist-driven local 
economy.
 Brenner, looking north to the Island from Long-
boat Key, could not say whether Longboat’s answer 
might apply in Anna Maria, Holmes Beach or Bra-
denton Beach.
 The Island communities did not lose hundreds 
of units with the exodus of a major hotel, which was 
the case on Longboat Key with the closure of a large 
Holiday Inn. The Bradenton Convention and Visitors 
Bureau has estimated that the loss of the Longboat Key 
Holiday Inn cost the area about $6 million in annual 
room rentals and tax revenue.
 Over the past eight years, Longboat Key also suf-
fered a decline in short-term vacationers, visitors who 

PLEASE SEE KEY, NEXT PAGE
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spend a lot of money in a brief period of time, because 
of the decline in its short-term lodging. Surveys show 
that second-home homeowners do not spend as much 
money in their vacation communities as tourists, 
according to Visit Florida, the state tourism bureau. 
That, said Longboat representatives, is a factor Anna 
Maria Island businesses should take into account.
 One goal identifi ed in Longboat Key’s vision plan 
that has been pursued on Anna Maria Island is chang-
ing how property is appraised for tax purposes — away 
from “the highest and best use” to “present use.” The 
application of the “highest and best use” to mom-and-

David Brenner addresses the audience for the Long-
boat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of 
Commerce National Tourism Week luncheon May 13 
at Mattison’s Steakhouse on Longboat Key. 

Bridge rehab continues, DOT-public meet June 5
Workers for 
Quinn Con-
struction have 
been busy 
this past week 
repairing the 
sidewalk and 
bascule on the 
south side of 
the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge. 
Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 The Florida Department of Transportation has 
scheduled a public “pre-closure” meeting for the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge rehabilitation project from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, June 5, at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church in Holmes Beach.
 A number of public agencies will have tables at 
the meeting for the various representatives to explain 
their preliminary plans to deal with the Sept. 29 to Nov. 
13 closure of the bridge to vehicular traffi c. Those in 
attendance will be afforded an opportunity to discuss 
operations during the closure period.
 DOT project spokesperson Audrey Clarke said 
that several product distributors, including Sysco, 
Gold Coast Eagle and Cheney Bros. will have rep-
resentatives on hand to discuss service to custom-
ers on the Island during the 45-day bridge closure 
period. 
 Clarke said that if any other agencies or distributors 
want to attend and participate, they should call her at 
941-792-0369, or e-mail clarkeau@pbworld.com.
 Contractor Quinn Construction Co. of Palmetto is 
continuing its rehabilitation of the bridge on schedule, 
Clarke said. 
  The south sidewalk has been closed to the public, 
while the previously closed north sidewalk is acces-
sible. Quinn is also presently working on the west-end 

seawall, replacement of the fender system timbers, non-
structural pile jackets, the sidewalk/bascule steel on the 
south side of the bridge and repairing the concrete piles, 
Clarke said.
 Among the agencies that will have a table for ques-
tions at the June 5 meeting are:
 • City of Anna Maria.
 • City of Bradenton Beach.
 • City of Holmes Beach.
 • Town of Longboat Key.

 • West Manatee Fire and Rescue.
 • Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce.
 • Manatee County Emergency Services.
 • City of Bradenton public works.
 • Florida Department of Transportation.
 • Waste Management Inc.
 For the latest information on the $9.2 million reha-
blitation project, go on the Web to www.amibridgere-
hab.com. People without Internet access can call 941-
792-0369.

Holmes Beach commissioners 
take up land use

By Paul Roat
 Use of land was the highlight of the Holmes Beach 
City Commission meeting May 13.
 Commissioners, with virtually no comment, agreed 
to a new element in the city’s comprehensive plan that 
deals with the public schools portion of the document. 
The comp plan is the guiding document for future 
growth within all cities, counties and schools in Flor-
ida.
 Changes to the existing plan were minor, mostly 
dealing with greater review of Manatee County School 
Board policies and because the city echoes the district’s 
policies.
 There was no public comment on the comp plan 
changes on fi rst reading. Final determination on the 
matter is scheduled for May 27.
 Use of docks also was topic — or the fees and 
licensing of docks, an issue that has been ongoing in 
the city for years. Specifi cally, those pesky T-end docks 
at 72nd and 74th and 75th and 77th streets. 
 According to the ordinance, “The city intends to 

✪ NOTICE – EARLY DEADLINE ✪ NOTICE – EARLY DEADLINE ✪   

EARLY CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: 

2 PM FRIDAY • May 23
   for ads that will appear in the May 28 edition of

Our offi ce will be closed Monday, May 26, in observance 

of Memorial Day. We wish y’all a fun and safe holiday!

construct new docks and associated pilings within these 
waterways as existing docks become obsolete … and 
the city desires to license the use of these city-owned 
docks.”
 A resolution briefl y discussed during the commis-
sion’s work session states, “The city hereby establishes 
a revised annual dock registration fee in the amount of 
$50 for the registration of existing docks located [in 
the area]. The city additionally hereby establishes an 
annual fee of $425 for the licensed use of city-owned 
docks and boat spaces located in the three T-end canals 
located [in the same general area].”
 Commissioner David Zaccagnino questioned that 
language, which Mayor Rich Bohnenberger agreed was 
a bit confusing and could be revised before the reso-
lution came before a formal commission meeting. “It 
needs to be clarifi ed,” the mayor said.
 Again, there was no public comment on the docks, 
and the matter will come again before the commission 
May 27.
 During public comment in the meeting, attorney 
Caleb Grimes received the blessing of the commission 
to submit only one plat plan for a split lot at 502 Key 
Royale Drive rather than the required two.
 “The real issue is if you want us to bother you 
twice,” Grimes said.
 The matter involves a large lot that presently has 
one house on a portion of the property. The owners 
want to apparently tear down the existing home and 
build two, which meet city codes. 
 Grimes said that there were no violations involved 
in the proceedings according to city building offi cials 
and it would all come before the commission at a work 
session and then the required public hearings.
 Commissioners agreed.

pop motels has been cited as the primary reason they 
have struggled or gone out of business.
 This spring, the state Legislature passed a bill 
intended to rectify the situation and Gov. Charlie Crist 
is expected to sign the measure into law.
 “I think that’s the best thing we could do this ses-
sion for tourism,” Galvano said of the bill.
 And the next thing?
 “It’s really important that we look at all the ques-
tions with as broad a view as possible, not a narrow 
view,” Aposporos suggested. “What’s best is to be 
forward-thinking and open-minded.”

Key tourism solutions CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

HOLIDAY RESIDENTIAL GARBAGE AND 
RECYCLING PICKUP SCHEDULE 

Waste Management of Manatee County will not be picking up 
garbage or recycling on Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 2008. 
Monday’s residential garbage and recycling will be picked up 

on the Saturday prior to May 26, which is May 24.��������	���
�������������������
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For more information, call 753-7591
of Manatee County
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Commission 
acts on alley 

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Bradenton Beach City Commission recently 
authorized city staff to make a citywide effort to clear 
alleys and improve stormwater runoff.
 The commission’s unanimous support came April 
24 during a work meeting at city hall, endorsing a plan 
put forth by building offi cial Steve Gilbert.
 Gilbert, after reviewing various problems with the 
city’s network of alleys, suggested that tying an alley 
project to stormwater improvements might help the city 
secure state grant money.
 In addition to hearing from Gilbert, commission-
ers heard from several residents with alleys along their 
property lines.
 One resident, Audrey Young, said she appreciated 
the city’s interest, but also wished the city had done a 
better job of preventing people from encroaching on 
alleys in the past.
 “We used to have alleys and it seems some individu-
als encroached into the alleys, made them narrower and 
narrower,” she said. “It seems to be to me an enforce-
ment issue. It seems to me the laws were there and we 
were too lazy to enforce them.… If I were king.…”
 Gilbert said, “We understand that the alleys need 
to be cleared.”
 In addition to encroachments on alleys, Gilbert 
identifi ed a number of issues related to the rights of 
way in the city.
 The alleys, as platted on a map in 1877, are about 
10 feet wide, but identifying their center can be dif-
fi cult because of growth and development — homes 
were built close to property lines, fences were erected, 
gardens were planted. Some alleys are paved, some are 
shell, some are grass and many are overgrown. In some 
cases, the alleys are used by residents for access to their 
property, some the general public use as thoroughfares 
and, there are situations in which vegetation in alleys 
reaches into city roads.
 The city’s comprehensive plan states that alleys 
are not public rights of way, said Gilbert, adding that 
emergency vehicles such as fi re trucks or ambulances 
are not supposed to use alleys.
 With few exceptions, garbage trucks also should 
not be using alleys, Gilbert said.
 Gilbert, based on consultations with city public 
works director Tom Woodard, offered several options, 
ranging from opening the alleys to traffi c to limiting 
ingress and egress. He recommended the commission 
pursue clearing the alleys as access for “local use” 
and components of the city’s stormwater management 

system.
 Gilbert emphasized that dealing with the prob-
lems in such a way might help secure a grant from the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection or the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District because 
any improvement project will be expensive.
 The commission voted to authorize Gilbert and 
Woodard to further study the issue.

 Vice Mayor John Chappie said the timing seemed 
right for a preliminary study because the city is 
approaching budget season.
 “Get all this done and ready for the next fi scal year 
budget,” he said. “We have to look at the bottom line. 
The budget controls everything here, folks. I say, get 
prepared and come up with a capital improvement proj-
ect for the next fi scal year.”

Plenty of power
Trucks and crews from both Florida Power & Light and the West Manatee Fire Rescue District were busy 
around 2:13 p.m. Monday, May 12, on East Bay Drive in Holmes Beach after 4,100 FPL customers lost power. 
According to an FPL spokesperson, a bulldozer clearing trees at the Grassy Point Preserve near the East Bay 
Drive-Gulf Drive intersection accidentally knocked over a feeder wire. WMFR units were called to an offi ce 
complex on East Bay Drive because of sparks, but no fi re ensued and no one was injured. FPL crews had the 
power restored by 3:08 p.m., the spokesperson said. Islander photo: Rick Catlin

Suspect pleads not guilty in Cramer home invasion
 Home invasion suspect Christoper Drescher has 
entered a not guilty plea in connection with the April 
17 Anna Maria incident in which former Anna Maria 
City Commissioner Linda Cramer was beaten and 
robbed at the home of boyfriend Joe Pandolph of 
Crescent Drive. 
 Drescher also demanded a trial by jury, accord-
ing to available online court records.
 The second suspect in the case, Michael Gam-
buzza, had not yet entered a plea as of The Islander’s
press deadline.
 Gambuzza’s court-appointed attorney, Tom 
Fielding, submitted a motion to resign from the case 
just one day after he was appointed Gambuzza’s 
defense counsel, which delayed his arraignment.
 The two suspects were arrested May 3 and 
charged with home invasion with robbery, a fi rst-de-
gree felony, and false imprisonment, a third-degree 
offense.
 The home invasion/robbery charge carries a 

maximum sentence of 30 years upon conviction, 
while a guilty verdict for false imprisonment could 
bring up to 10 years jail time.
 According to the Manatee County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court Web site, neither of the two men have 
met bail and both are still in the Manatee County 
jail.
 Formal arraignment on the charges is set for 
10:30 a.m. June 6 at the courthouse.
 Cramer received multiple facial bruises in the 
incident when she struggled with her attackers, but 
was otherwise uninjured. She was tied up and beaten 
before the two men allegedly ransacked Pandolph’s 
home and threatened Cramer not to call police.
 Cramer was scheduled to give a statement to 
prosecutors Friday, May 16.
 Sgt. John Kenney of the Anna Maria MCSO 
substation and other MCSO deputies and detectives 
worked with forensic evidence and some leads on 
the suspects to make the arrest. 
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Light and dark
 I attended the Save Anna Maria meeting May 3, 
which was intended to hold a roundtable discussion 
concerning the current Manatee Avenue/Anna Maria 
Island Bridge rehabilitation and a possible replacement 
of this bridge.
 Albert Rosenstein, project engineer with the Florida 
Department of Transportation, gave an update of the 
rehab and then discussion was opened to the attendees.
 My question was, “Will there be lights installed on 
this bridge as part of this rehabilitation?” Rosenstein 
replied that he did not know but that he would fi nd an 
answer to my question.
 I later received a call and he said no lights were 
planned for this rehabilitation because of overload. He 
clarifi ed that weight loads would be added to the bridge 
to support light poles.
 I informed Rosenstein that during the Cortez Bridge 
rehabilitation, 11 light poles were installed as part of 
that project. He said he didn’t know about that.
 Apparently there were no weight overload concerns 
on the Cortez Bridge, only about turtle watcher con-
cerns for visible lights from the beach.
 Why is it that a small bridge such as the one at Cortez 
can support lights and the AMI Bridge cannot?
 This raises a concern on my part that there is more 
going on behind closed doors to build the high bridge 
and that this current project has not addressed all the 
necessary concerns needed.
 Katie Pierola, Bradenton Beach

Pleased with putt-putt
 Recently I visited the miniature golf course on his-
toric Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach and what a sight 
for sore eyes — it’s an extremely attractive course.
 I know in recent past there were some complaints about 
the course being built on Bridge Street. I believe a letter 
writer wanted to see Bridge Street restored to its original 
historic manner. I don’t understand this. Really, who wants 
to go to a place where he has to step over the intoxicated 
asleep on the sidewalk or worry about his own safety?

 I applaud the business owners on Bridge Street, 
as well as the city of Bradenton Beach, for restoring 
Bridge Street to its current condition. It’s now a place 
that provides entertainment to all, no matter if its fi shing 
on the pier, playing a round of miniature golf, shopping, 
grabbing dinner at the Bridge Tender or just having a 
cold one with Butch at Sport’s. It’s nice to see a change 
for the better.
 Eddie Velez, Bradenton

Bye, bye bollards?
The Islander May14 article by Lisa Neff on the 

county commissioners’ opinions of the causeway posts 
offered some hope that maybe some of those bollards 
will be pulled up.
 I don’t even use the beaches there or try to launch any-
thing from the beaches there, but just driving across the 
causeway and seeing those ugly posts everywhere makes me 
wonder what ever happened to beautiful, natural Florida?
 Commissioners Carol Whitmore and Joe McClash 
have the right idea about at least removing several of 
them to allow more access to the beach. They are not 
necessary to protect people.
 When was the last time you heard of anyone being 
run over on any part of the causeway beach?
 Let those people who use that beach have access 
and also some shade from the palm trees, what little 
there is from that type of tree. Yes, I am one of those 
people who do not care if the Austrailian pines are 
native to Florida or not.
 Kudos to Whitmore and McClash!
 Kathleen Kramer, Holmes Beach

Shuttling visitors
 As an ex-resident and now a visitor to Bradenton 
Beach, the proposed employee shuttle should also carry 
visitors. That would take a lot of the parking problem 
away on Bridge Street.
 Even without employees taking up parking spaces, 
there are a lot more people who would stop on Bridge 
Street if there were places to park.
 Robert A. Bodell, Springtown, Texas

Remembering, celebrating
 Time and tradition mark the beginning of summer 
on our calendars on Memorial Day weekend, which, 
this year begins early, thanks to the Monday holiday 
moving up to May 26.
 It’s a holiday that is observed for its meaning with 
the quiet passing of time, if that, and celebrated by 
many with boating plans, fi shing trips, picnics, family 
gatherings and a day off work for many folks.
 The holiday follows the little noted U.S. Armed 
Forces Day of May 17. Armed Forces Day is celebrated 
on the third Saturday of May, and Armed Forces Week 
begins on the second Saturday of May and ends on the 
third Sunday of May. Its purpose is to honor Americans 
serving in the fi ve services — the Army, Navy, Marines, 
Air Force and Coast Guard.
 Memorial Day was created in 1949 and for many 
years was celebrated by parades, open houses, recep-
tions and air shows. Memorial Day arrives on the last 
Monday of May. Formerly known as Decoration Day, 
it commemorates U.S. men and women who have died 
in military service to their country. The day began fi rst 
to honor Union soldiers who died during the Civil War. 
After World War I, it was expanded to include those 
who died in any war or military action.
One of the longest standing traditions of Memorial Day 
is the running of the Indianapolis 500, which has been 
held in conjunction with Memorial Day since 1911. 
 Maybe that’s when it came to be the picnic-fun-
work relief day it is more known for today.
 Or maybe, here, we’ve become accustomed to cel-
ebrating the beginning of summer, known for prime 
beach time, good fi shing, friends and family visiting 
the Island. 
 Maybe, too, we celebrate because we know what’s 
to come. 
 Summer tourism. Fourth of July. Kids on break. 
Hot! Hot! Hot! We can rely on Mother Nature to send 
us temperatures above 90 degrees most days, some 
turtle nests to keep eco-hungry tourists happy, and 
Florida Power & Light to keep us cool.
 Hopefully, gas prices will cool off, too.
 Summer on Anna Maria Island — it’s the best and we 
should rejoice with the arrival of the summer months.
 But we also should take time to remember the 
true purpose of Memorial Day. Observe a moment of 
silence. Fly the fl ag. Honor the men and women who 
served their country, protected its citizens and sacri-
fi ced. To quote Joseph Campbell, “A hero is someone 
who has given his or her life to something bigger than 
oneself.” 
  For all our Greatest Generation and Forgotten Gen-
eration storytellers, please, know that you are and will 
be remembered and honored. 
 Remember the heroes.
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Nesting herons. Islander Photo: Maro Lorimer

Protecting Australian pines
 In a recent letter to the editor, David Rodgers 
pointed out that we will be seeing fewer birds’ nests as 
more Australian pines are destroyed. I share his con-
cern.
 The photo shows three great blue heron chicks that 
lived in a nest at the top of a local Australian pine from 
late January until fl edgings. I watched their father feed 
them in the nest for almost three months. He was born 
in the same tree seven years ago.
 During the past seven years, there have been many 
times this Australian pine held no obvious nests, which 
means government offi cials and beautifi cation com-
mittees would have approved of its removal. For the 
sake of these three chicks and their father, I’m glad this 
tree still stands. This is only one of 13 active herons’ 
nests visible in this pine and several others near it, this 
spring.
 I often see ospreys, anhingas, cormorants and even 
an occasional brown pelican sitting in these pines. I 
am concerned that a person simply checking Austra-
lian pines for active nests, before cutting them down, 
would have no way of knowing about all this activity 
and about the magnitude of what is being destroyed.
 Maro Lorimer, Holmes Beach

Fiske fan
 Jack Fiske is a decent, honorable, traditional South-
ern gentleman. He is not trying to take advantage of the 
average Islander, as many other businesses are doing; 
thereby, running them off the Island.
 Now Fiske’s neighbor is trying to run him off the 
Island. Fiske is more than fair in his personal and busi-
ness dealings and not a greedy vulture like so many 
of the new people who have moved on Island, over-
condoized it and forced citizens into poverty.
 Fiske is an old-fashioned gentleman of the highest 
caliber. I pray he and his wife will persevere.
 Stevie Cenko, Cocoa Beach, Fla.

Beachcombing bulletin
 Can anyone explain why some drinkers and some 
smokers leave their debris behind them? There are dis-
carded beverage cans and cigarette stubs left beside 
garbage cans and at every seat.
 Do they litter their homes? Stubs in the kitchen 
and on the living-room carpet, bottles and cans in the 
garden?
 Why do they think they have the right to spoil our 
beaches and our lovely home of Anna Maria Island?
 Please, leave with your trash.

C. Molyneux, Holmes Beach

Interesting situation 
 A family has a party at its home. A band is hired. 
Greatly amplified music is reason for neighbors to 
object to the disturbance of the peace. The sheriff’s 
deputy is called with a request that the noise be abated. 
Peace and quiet are restored.
 The chamber of commerce creates an event on 
borrowed property. A band is hired. Greatly amplifi ed 
music is reason for neighbors to object to the distur-
bance of the peace. The neighbors are told that “the 
chamber of commerce has a permit from the city com-
mission.” Disturbance of the peace is allowed.
 Diane Caniff, Anna Maria

 • Members of the Anna Maria Island Artists Guild 
proposed an Island art and cultural center and estimated 
it would take about $500,000 to renovate the former 
Fast Eddie’s restaurant. Guild chairperson Dorothy 
Swanberg said that the center is needed because of the 
growing popularity of the Island with artists. 
 • Anna Maria city commissioners approved the 
fi rst reading of a record budget of $1.352 million for 
the fi scal year 1998-99, a 26.6 percent increase from 
the previous budget. The biggest increase was for a 
$164,000 road paving project, while canal dredging 
costs were estimated at $50,000. The city would also 
receive $500,000 in Community Development Block 
Grant for drainage improvements.
 • Members of the Island Transportation Planning 
Organization — the mayors of the three Island cities — 
decided to miss a May 28 deadline to apply for a grant 
from the Florida Department of Transportation to fund an 
Island trolley system after the ITPO and Manatee County 
could not agree on the source of operating revenue.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
May 11 77 90 0May 11 77 90 0
May 12 77 82 0May 12 77 82 0
May 13 72 88 0May 13 72 88 0
May 14 69 87 0May 14 69 87 0
May 15 75 90 0May 15 75 90 0
May 16  75 90 0May 16  75 90 0
May 17 75 91 0May 17 75 91 0
Average Gulf water temperature 80°Average Gulf water temperature 80°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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Island turtle watcher up with the dawn
Sally Heir-
sch scans 
a section 
of the bay-
side shore 
in Anna 
Maria for 
sea turtle 
tracks. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Each Friday Sally Heirsch watches the sunrise on 
the bay.
 And then she walks.
 Heirsch is a member of the Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch, a nonprofi t group whose members moni-
tor the Island beaches for signs of nesting sea turtles 
and hatched nests. The statistics compiled by AMITW 
are used for a variety of purposes by local, state and 
federal agencies, including to chart the impact of beach 
renourishment projects and the status of threatened spe-
cies, specifi cally the loggerhead on Anna Maria.
 So on Friday mornings through the summer, Heir-
sch will walk along the shore searching for signs of 
nesting activity.
 Heirsch’s walk route goes from the Anna Maria 
City Pier to a pile of rocks south of the Rod & Reel 
Pier. It is AMITW’s section one, the fi rst of nine sec-
tions walked each day by a team of volunteers.
 Section one traditionally hasn’t drawn the most 
nesting turtles — it’s bayside beach with narrow and 
mostly hard-packed sand. But section one does offer 
the best view of the sunrise — “nature’s fi rst green” in 
the words of poet Robert Frost.
 “It’s a beautiful walk here,” Heirsch says. “You 
know you are in a beautiful paradise. I really enjoy this 
a lot. I feel very peaceful. For me, coming out here, it’s 
a connection with nature.”
 Nearby, a blue heron fi shes and a laughing gull 
snacks on something the human eye can’t easily see. 
Overhead, a brown pelican begins a dive. “There’s one 
of my friends,” Heirsch says, laughing and gesturing 
toward the heron.
 Heirsch is a rookie with AMITW and a newbie to the 
Island. She moved from Louisiana into a Pine Avenue 
apartment in January and, in April, she signed up with 
turtle watch out of an eagerness to get involved.
 “I’ve always wanted to do something in ecology,” 
she says.
 Heirsch walks with a beach bag over her shoulder. 
The bag contains her turtle watch tools — an AMITW 

manual, plastic bags for collecting litter, an umbrella, 
hairbrush, sunblock lotion, a hair clip, a pen, a pair of 
binoculars, a towel, an extra pair of shorts and a worn 
copy of “A Gift from the Sea” by Anne Morrow Lind-
berg.
 The book, Heirsch says, is her favorite. She shrugs 
over explaining the extra pair of shorts. “I don’t know,” 
she says.
 At the city pier, Heirsch waves to a man and says, 
“Say ‘hello’ to Jimmy.” Just a week into her job, she’s 
no stranger to the workers and fi shers who frequent the 
pier at dawn.
 She raises a pair of binoculars to scan the beach to 
the south of the pier for signs of turtle tracks.
 “What we are checking for is crawls — false or 
true,” Heirsch says.
 She then turns, says goodbye to Jimmy and begins 
to walk north. She approaches the humpback bridge on 
Bay Boulevard and pauses. “I like to look for mana-

tees,” Heirsch says, adding that she has yet to see one 
in the vicinity.
 Nor has she seen a turtle track. As of The Islander’s
press deadline this week, AMITW had reported one 
turtle nest and no signs of a false crawl on the Island 
for the 2008 “watch” season that began May 1.
 “I know the likes of me seeing a mama turtle are 
slim to none,” Heirsch says. “But I know they are there 
and that’s something.”
 As she walks, she expresses a concern for the 
threats the turtles face — artifi cial light that can dis-
orient the adults and the hatchlings, beach furniture left 
overnight that can ensnare a turtle, natural predators 
and the undetermined impact of climate change.
 “These turtles need to be protected,” Heirsch says. 
“They are some of the oldest, longest-living creatures 
that we have.”
 Her fi rst recollection of learning anything about 

PLEASE SEE TURTLE, NEXT PAGE

coming...coming...

Watch here for news of a June 1 pirate landing Watch here for news of a June 1 pirate landing 
in Holmes Beach...in Holmes Beach...



THE ISLANDER  MAY 21, 2008  9

Christopher Whaley 
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
941-747-6666 Ext. 125
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

941-778-8103 • www.941lending.com 
104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

YOUR ISLAND EXPERT

• Foreign Nationals 
• Low Rates/Over 150 Lenders 
• Free Pre-Approvals 
• No Application Fee 
• Full Service Lending 
• Less Than Perfect Credit
 

SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

Lynn Zemmer 
Broker/Owner 

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Turtle watcher ready for nests 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

sea turtles comes from watching a Public Broadcasting 
System program. “Maybe ‘Nova,’” Heirsch says. “It 
goes back to a foggy memory. I remember hearing that 
the lights and developments where so much a problem 
that [sea turtle] populations were dwindling.”
 As she talks, Heirsch walks. On the beach behind a 
home in the 900 block of North Shore Drive, she makes 
her turn to return to the city pier.
 She says in the summer she hopes to patrol the 
beach with some family members, especially her 
9-year-old grandson Graham.
 “He is so interested in how this whole thing is 
going to go — the mothers, the nests, the eggs,” Heir-
sch says.
 She sees education and outreach as part of her 
responsibility as a volunteer.
 “I think this is what I need to be doing,” says Heir-
sch, who has worked in the healthcare industry and 
lived in various locations in the country. “This is where 
it’s at, what it’s about as far as I’m concerned.”
 As she approaches the city pier, Heirsch reaches into 
her beach bag for a cell phone to report to her section one 
coordinator. Each walker calls in their fi ndings — whether 
a crawl, a nest or nothing — by about 7:15 a.m.
 Heirsch has nothing to report. And that’s all right. 
“At the end of the walk, I always feel like I have con-
tributed something. It’s not a bad way to start the day,” 
she says.

Island, Mote report 
fi rst turtle nests

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Under a full moon on the beach near Park Avenue 
in Anna Maria May 18, a loggerhead sea turtle made 
the fi rst documented nest of the 2008 season.
 First nests also were found in the same beach zone 
last year and the year before, according to Debbie Basil-
ius of Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch. From a distance, 
in the moonlight, she watched the turtle make the nest. 
“After all this time, that was the very fi rst time I saw a 
mother nest,” she said.
 Early May 19, AMITW members marked the nest 
and placed stakes in the area to show passersby — and 
new-to-the-program volunteers — the tracks the turtle 
made as it crawled from the Gulf of Mexico and then 
returned.
 Carol Soustek, a volunteer with AMITW, stood by, 
looking at the tracks, which resemble tractor-tire treads. 
The fi rst nest was made on her watch and she recog-
nized the tracks immediately. “I’ve been doing this 19 

Tractor-like 
tread marks 
were left by 
the fi rst log-
gerhead sea 
turtle known 
to create a 
nest on Anna 
Maria Island 
this spring. 
The nest was 
made May 
18 near Park 
Avenue in 
Anna Maria.

Roser hosts 
recital
Debbie Hall’s 
piano stu-
dents recently 
performed a 
private spring 
recital at Roser 
Memorial Com-
munity Church 
in Anna Maria. 
Also, last week, 
adult students 
of Hall’s per-
formed at the 
church.

years,” she said.
 Residents in the area also turned out to look at the nest 
and celebrate the repeat of their fi rst-of-the-season nest.
 AMITW executive director Suzi Fox said fi rst nests 
have been made earlier on the Island and later — an 
average date usually is mid-May, around Mother’s 
Day.

 To the south, Mote Marine Laboratory, which mon-
itors nesting sea turtles on Longboat Key, as well as 
Venice and Lido, Siesta and Casey keys, had reported 
21 turtle nests as of May 15.
 Mote also reported 22 false crawls, incidents in 
which sea turtles crawled out of the water onto the sand, 
but did not nest.
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Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Native Native 
plants!plants!

• Full-Service Garden Center 
• Yard Maintenance • Pool Maintenance 
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Mulch, Shell, Rock Delivered and Spread

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

Spice Rack

7445 Manatee Ave. W. (Albertsons Plaza)
941-792-6200 • www.spicerackstores.com

Indian • British • Thai
Asian  • Mediterranean

Foods, Spices and
Ready-To-Eat Foods

KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

hair
skin
massage
nails
makeup

5311 gulf drive
holmes beach

in the Tidemark shops
941.778.5400

acquaaveda.com

Now Open 
7 Days!

Call Today for Reservations

941-778-0885
CCC

Pet-Sitting Services
                             now available from 

The Paw Spa
Going on vacation? Don’t know 
what to do with the pets?  Let the 
caring staff of The Paw Spa take 
care of everything.

When’s the last 
time you tasted 

coffee in an 
old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

Byrne drops millions to $500
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Just a few short years ago, fl amboyant Island real 
estate developer Robert Byrne of GSR Development 
LLC displayed a $40 million fi nancial statement to his 
potential investors.
 But GSR failed and Byrne has apparently fallen 
on hard times. Gone are the late model Mercedes 
cars, the private airplane and the expensive jewelry he 
fl aunted.
 Just last month, Byrne noted on documents submit-
ted for his personal bankruptcy case in the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court in Tampa that he had only $500.
  Along with an apparent loss of assets, Byrne is also 
facing 22 adversarial actions in the bankruptcy court.
 In online court documents, Byrne claims to the 
court that he has assets of only $500 and is working as 
an “independent consultant” for a Chicago company, 
but has no income.
 Prior to April 23, Byrne was facing 21 separate 
“adversarial proceedings” fi led by court trustee Angela 
Welch Esposito and trustee attorney Steve Berman. 
An adversarial proceeding allows the court to recover 
“property and money” in a procedure that might other-
wise be in a criminal court where property and money 
is not recoverable.
 On April 23, however, Esposito fi led yet another 
adversarial notice against Byrne and former GSR 
employee Kathy Rolfe for recovery of an unspecifi ed 
amount of property and money.
 That same day, Esposito fi led legal action against 
Palm Beach businessman Joseph Faitel and Souder 
Enterprises Inc., alleged associates of Byrne in his busi-

ness dealings on Florida’s east coast. Also named in the 
proceedings are Frank and Diane Souder.
 Island businessman Kent Davis, who invested 
money in GSR and loaned Byrne money against a per-
sonal guarantee based upon his $40 million net worth, 
said he knew all three to be involved in Byrne’s real 
estate ventures in the Palm Beach area.
 Byrne was forced into personal bankruptcy last 
year by Davis, along with creditors Mel and Carole 
Yudofsky and former Holmes Beach resident Pat Hart. 
Davis and the Yudofskys live in Holmes Beach.
 Since then, Holmes Beach resident Merritt Fineout 
has joined the case as a creditor, along with Horizon 
Bank and Spectrum Management Inc., among others.
 Spectrum is the company that built the GSR model 
home at the Villa Rosa subdivision in Anna Maria. The 
$2.5 million home is still vacant and needs an additional 
$800,000 worth of improvements before a certifi cate 
of occupancy can be issued, Paul Gallizzi of Spectrum 
has said previously.
 At one time, the house was pre-sold to NBA player 
Theo Ratliff, who placed a $250,000 deposit on the 
then-unbuilt home. Ratliff lost his deposit, while Byrne 
and GSR partner Steve Noriega lost their company.
 Although GSR is still in bankruptcy, efforts to sell 
any of its more than 20 properties on Anna Maria Island 
last year were unsuccessful and the company has been 
deemed essentially worthless by the court. Noriega and 
Byrne have both given up any interest in the company. 
Many of their “over assessed and over mortgaged” 
properties went into foreclosure, and some were sub-
sequently sold by the mortgage holders, presumably at 
a loss, according to creditors.

Anna Maria City seeks 
dismissal of Fiske suit

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Lawsuits, motions, amended motions, code com-
plaints and now a motion for dismissal are all just part 
of the ongoing saga surrounding use of the property 
owned by Evelyn and Jack Fiske at 850 S. Bay Blvd. 
in Anna Maria.
 In the newest chapter, the city filed a motion 
May 12 in circuit court asking for a dismissal of the 
amended lawsuit fi led by the Fiskes against the city in 
April.
 City attorney Jim Dye noted in his dismissal motion 
that the court has already denied counts one and two of 
the Fiske motion, which sought to prohibit the city’s 
code enforcement board from proceeding against the 
Fiskes regarding use of the property as a marina and 
expansion of that use.
 The city’s position on the remaining two counts, 
argued Dye, is that they should be dismissed for “lack 
of subject matter jurisdiction.”
 The code enforcement process is “currently under 

way,” said Dye, and this has “primary jurisdiction” of 
the issue. The Fiskes can’t seek relief in circuit court 
“until they have exhausted their administrative rem-
edies,” he said.
 Further, noted Dye, “adequate safeguards for the 
plaintiffs” are in the code board hearing, which is quasi-
judicial and allows “objections and defenses to the mat-
ters raised in their complaint.”
 Dye said that the Fiskes, who were absent from the 
May 5 code board hearing, can be subpoenaed by the 
board to attend the continued hearing on June 11 and 
give testimony or provide evidence.
 He also said that even if the code board fi nds against 
the Fiskes, they can appeal any decision.
 At this point, the decision of the board is unknown, 
Dye said, and the board might give the Fiskes “their 
relief, negating the need for the circuit court to be 
involved.”
 Dye asked the court to dismiss the Fiskes’ com-
plaint pending “exhaustion of administrative remedies 
provided them.”

City attorney updates 
Holmes Beach

 Holmes Beach city attorney Steve Dye updated the 
commission on a slew of legal matters at the May 13 
meeting, with one coming to some sort of fruition and 
another remainder pending.
 The issue of the Sorg property will come before 
the city commission in a “shade” meeting, probably 
at 6 p.m. May 27.  Shade meetings are closed to the 
public to allow city commissioners and their attorney 
to discuss pending litigation. 
 The city last fall took action against Diane and 
William Sorg, out-of-state owners of a duplex at 3707 
Gulf Drive, then moving to foreclose on a lien on the 
property because the Sorgs owed about $28,000 in fi nes 
associated with a 2004 code enforcement ruling. The 
Sorgs in turn went to court to challenge the city’s lien 
and enforcement action.
 Dye said that in another land-use matter, Joe 
Hieronimus entered into an agreement and sent a check 

to clear up outstanding fi nes levied against he and part-
ners on property that have been accumulating since fall 
2005 at 4605 Gulf Drive for accumulated fi nes. 
 Owners/partners of the rental property allegedly did 
not get the required city rental license for the duplex. 
City code enforcement offi cers noticed owners, whose 
previous contact was partner George Ellen, who were not 
responsive. Commissioner last month agreed to waive the 
$105,000 fi nes in lieu of a $20,00 fi ne, plus expenses.
 Dye said a check for $4,700 had been received by 
the city.
 The Nex-G matter of cell phone antennaes on exist-
ing utility poles had been placed on a back burner by 
that group, apparently, Dye said, as the applicant has 
not been responsive to any inquiries by the city. 
 Outdoor dining ordinances for the city are in the 
works and should be ready by the next meeting, he 
added. 
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$18
$76

Prices subject to change

$20
$108

Temporarily Closed 
New Address

5508 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach

Opens July 1
941-778-3636

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming

Raw/Frozen 
Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
Gift Items

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

20% OFF BEACH ITEM 20% OFF BEACH ITEM 

PURCHASES WITH THIS AD!PURCHASES WITH THIS AD!

Announcing the 
Opening of Opening of 

our new beach & 
rental store!

Serving Anna Maria Island and Longboat Key

ouououou

• All you need for when babies visit • Bikes & kayaks
• Beach Items • chairs • umbrellas • toys & more!

ABC RentalsABC Rentals
12408 Cortez Road12408 Cortez Road

941-929-1850 • www.abcbabyrental.com941-929-1850 • www.abcbabyrental.com

10 oz. cup of coffee 99¢ all day!

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

City, DOT put rush on 
intersection work

The south-
bound turn 
lane on Gulf 
Drive at the 
Cortez Road 
intersec-
tion may be 
extended by 
about 750 
feet to accom-
modate traffi c 
routed to the 
Cortez Bridge 
this fall, when 
the Anna 
Maria Island 
Bridge closes 
temporar-
ily. Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Bradenton Beach City Commission and the 
Florida Department of Transportation rushed last week 
to fi le for a permit needed to improve the Cortez Road-
Gulf Drive intersection.
 The city previously endorsed the DOT project, 
which involves lengthening the southbound turn lane 
by about 750 feet to accommodate additional traffi c 
expected when the Anna Maria Island Bridge closes 
this fall.
 In addition to extending the southbound left-turn 
lane, the DOT needs to widen the roadway, at least 
temporarily. If the project is implemented as planned, 
motorists traveling south on Gulf Drive will fi nd two 
through-lanes and a longer turn lane as they approach 
Cortez Road.
 On May 15, Chris Piazza, project manager for the 
bridge rehab, returned to city hall with another request 
of commissioners. To meet the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s concerns about the move-
ment of sand to widen lanes on state-managed Gulf 
Drive, Piazza asked for a resolution from the city that 
the beach-quality sand would be used to renourish 
coastal land.
 Piazza said lab tests show that a lot of the sand that 
will be excavated to widen the road is “beach quality” 
and the DEP wants the material used for a project sea-
ward of the coastal construction line.
 “We’ll give it to you at no cost,” Piazza told the 
commission May 15. “But we need to have a resolution 
from the city. That’s the last step in getting this permit 
resubmitted to DEP. If we can get that, we can send 
these plans out.”
 The proposed resolution on using the sand was 
prepared May 15 at the advice of city attorney Ralf 
Brookes. The commissioners then met May 16 and 
approved the measure.

 With the commission OK, Piazza sent a revamped 
permit request to the DEP, hoping that a review could 
begin this week.
 City offi cials said most likely the excavated sand 
would be used for a dunes project near the end of First 
Street.
 The intersection improvement is intended to ease 
traffi c congestion resulting from the 45-day closure of 
the Anna Maria Island Bridge on Manatee Avenue in 
late September. Motorists on the Island will be directed 
along Gulf Drive to take the Cortez Bridge to the main-
land. Motorists from the mainland heading to the Island 
also will be directed to the Cortez Bridge.
 “We’re trying to start work in August,” Piazza said. 
“We also will do some restoration after the resurfacing, 
and landscaping. And re-establish the bike lane.”
 City offi cials had asked whether the DOT could 
work on the intersection at night to reduce daytime 
traffi c jams.
 Piazza said the DOT was concerned about the light-
ing required for night work, the impact on sea-turtle 
nesting season and obtaining a permit for such activ-
ity. He recommended daytime work and city offi cials 
indicated their agreement.
 “We can get a lot more done during the day than 
at night,” Piazza said. “And this is really going to help 
with the 45-day [bridge] closure.”
 At the same time the DOT improves the intersec-
tion, the agency may install a sidewalk along the east 
side of Gulf Drive from Cortez Road south to First 
Street North.
 “We will try to do the southeast corner at the same 
time,” Piazza said. “The issue we run into is the right-
of-way easements. We’re not opposed to doing the 
work, but we need the easements.”
 Bradenton Beach public works director Tom Woo-
dard and city attorney Ricinda Perry are working at 
securing such easements from property owners in the 
area.
 In other business last week, the city commission:
 • Approved a request from the Historic Bridge 
Street Merchants Association to hold the Bridge Street 
Market on the fi rst and third Saturday of each month 
from October through July.
 • Approved removing a 1996 Ford Bronco and a 
1998 Ford Explorer from the city’s asset list.
 City attorney Ralf Brookes joked, “Can you even 
get parts for those?”
 • Approved a letter engaging Christopher, Smith 
and Leonard as auditors for a fi scal-year review.
 • Approved a special event application for the Fish 
Hole to hold a grand-opening party, which took place 
May 17.
 • Approved payment of an invoice for $4,173.12 
from Lewis, Longman and Walker for legal services.
 • Approved payment of an invoice for $2,551 from 
Dye, Deitrich, Petruff and St. Paul for legal services.
 • Approved payment of an invoice from M.T. Cau-
sley for $4,200 for building offi cial services.
 The next commission meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 5, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

Seafood Shack restaurant 
in Cortez closed

 The Seafood Shack restaurant in Cortez, off 127th 
Street, has offi cially closed, its workers paid and owner 
Ham Jones, hopefully, awaits offers for the property.
 The marina will remain open, though, said Jones. 
He said he had the option of keeping the restaurant 
open and going bankrupt, or closing the large establish-
ment, paying off bills and laying off workers. He chose 
the latter.
 Jones said part of the problem with the need to 
close the popular waterfront eatery was that the little 
bridge to the restaurant on 127th Street was closing for 
repairs, as well as a sagging economy that appears to 
be keeping people home rather than at restaurants. 
 The restaurant is still on the market, Jones said, 
and despite several offers, none reached fruition. 
 Offi cials with Manatee County, who previously viewed 
the property for a wring waterfront historical site, indicated 
they still have interest in acquiring the property.
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501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

The Island Experts Since 1972

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center 

778-9622
Whitney Plaza • 6810 Gulf of Mexico Dr.

Longboat Key
941.383.7180 • themarketlbk.com

Hot Breakfast/Lunch • Produce • Deli Sandwiches 
Butcher • Gelato/Espresso Bar • Free Wi-Fi

Cross over the bridge 
– just one mile 

south of 
Coquina Beach!

Your neighborhood market Your neighborhood market 
OPEN 7-7 

DAILY

Longboat Key Liquors Longboat Key Liquors 
&  Cocktail Lounge &  Cocktail Lounge 

Package Store Open 7 DaysPackage Store Open 7 Days
9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat. • 383-4888Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat. • 383-4888

Hot Dogs • Hamburgers
Cold Beer • Deli SandwichesCold Beer • Deli Sandwiches 

All your picnic needs – All your picnic needs – 
just one mile south of Coquina Beach!just one mile south of Coquina Beach!  

Simply the best!Simply the best!

Open Memorial Day Weekend Open Memorial Day Weekend 
and Memorial Day 7am-7pmand Memorial Day 7am-7pm

END OF SEASON MEGASALE� �

Consensus reached on employee parking solutions

Business owners, residents and city offi cials met last week to discuss the parking-space defi cit in Bradenton 
Beach, especially on commercial Bridge Street. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Bradenton Beach Police Chief Sam Speciale last 
week launched an investigation. He is looking into the 
prospects of establishing an employee park-and-ride 
at county-owned Coquina Beach with a shuttle to the 
Bridge Street area.
 The chief began the inquiry last week after a group 
of business leaders, residents and city offi cials appar-
ently reached a consensus on handling Bradenton 
Beach’s business district parking-space defi cit.
 A loosely organized group met May 14 at city hall 
to discuss employee parking along with a proposal to 
install meters on Bridge Street and in a city-owned 
parking lot on First Street North.
 Several weeks ago, a city committee endorsed 
installing meters to limit parking in a public space to 
two hours, but the group gathered last week placed 
meters at the bottom of its priority list — needed only 
if other alternatives failed.
 At the top of the priority list is establishing an 
employee park-and-ride zone at the beach, with park-
ing allowed from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. to accommodate 
early- and late-shift employees in Bradenton Beach. It 
would specifi cally carry workers to the Bridge Street 
and Gulf Drive area.
 Additionally, the group endorsed using electric 
carts to shuttle employees from the beach to the com-
mercial district.
 The group also recommended the city seek grant 
money or allocate Community Redevelopment Agency 
funds to buy property for parking lots in the commer-
cial district. Additional discussion on CRA funding was 
expected to take place at a meeting Monday, May 19, 
after the newspaper’s deadline.
 For the past couple of years, the city has grappled 
with a lack of parking spaces for a growing commer-
cial district. The issue has created confl icts between 
business owners, headaches for city offi cials and left 

visitors circling the streets in search for a space to stop 
and visit local establishments.
 As he opened last week’s parking meeting, Speciale 
said he wanted a resolution soon to relieve the pain 
associated with too few parking spaces and policing 
of prohibited parking on rights of way.
 “We have to do something,” Speciale said. “All the 
talking is through.… This is up to you guys. You, as a group, 
have to go to the city and say this is what we want.”
 Those gathered, including a number of owners 
and representatives of businesses on Gulf Drive and 

Bridge Street, seemed as eager as Speciale to resolve 
the parking situation before the 2008-09 tourist season 
begins.
 “We can draw up a list right now,” said Ed Chiles, 
owner of the BeachHouse in Bradenton Beach, as well 
as restaurants in Anna Maria and on Longboat Key.
 And then, the group created its list.
 The next day at a city commission meeting, Com-
missioner Janie Robertson held up the poster-sized 
sheet of paper that contained the group’s priorities 
inked in marker.
 She praised the group’s work.
 “They were all meeting here, working out a solu-
tion,” she said. “It’s really good.”Paving work under way in Holmes Beach
Longboat chamber plans events

 The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key 
Chamber of Commerce will hold a luncheon at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, May 22 at Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 
& Wine Bar, 2001 Siesta Drive, Suite 101, Sarasota.
 The chamber will hold its breakfast meeting at 8 
a.m. Wednesday, May 28, at the chamber offi ce, 6960 
Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.
 For more information, call the chamber at 941-383-
2466.

 Road paving is getting under way in  Holmes 
Beach, where the $110,786 project includes 11 roads 
within the city.
 No. 1 on the price list is South Harbor Drive, at 
$26,122.
 The next most expensive job is 43rd Street, 
from Gulf Drive to the eastern end at a cost of 
$16,400.
 Other road projects slated to be done include:
 • South side of 30th Street alley, $11,435.
 • 41st Street, $4532.

 • 2nd Harbor Boulevard, $8, 642.
 • Guava Street, from Gulf Drive to 58th Street, 
$8601.50
 • Carissa Street, from Gulf Drive to 58th Street, 
$8,333.
 • DePalmas Street, from 58th Street to end, 
$6,745.
 • 29th Street, from Avenue B to the east end, 
$2,730.
 • Imperiore Street, from 58th Street to end, 
$5,193.
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ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Please call to schedule your appointment. Space is limited – so don’t delay! 
Island Chiropractic Center 

6000 Marina Drive, Suite 104, Holmes Beach, 778-0722 
5917 Manatee Ave. W., Suite 603, Bradenton, 761-0500

 *The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel 
payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment that is 
performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

May Massage Madness! 
During the entire month of May 

we will be offering 
all new clients 

$10 OFF 
the price of any 1-hour massage 

(reg. $55-$65).
Gift Certifi cates Available! 

Great Mother’s Day Present!  

Available At … ...

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Fire fees hit limit in West Manatee district

Billy Kimbrell, left, of West Manatee Fire Rescue was 
promoted to fi refi ghter fi rst class May 15 meeting. 
Congratulating him are his wife, Elizabeth, and WMFR 
Capt. Chris Kiernan. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

  Price suggested the committee have several guide-
lines, particularly whether or not the public will support 
such a project, which Price said would be “expensive.
  The committee would “see what we live in and what 
services we provide, see what we do,” Price noted. 
  Additionally, the committee would be advised of 

the numerous local, state and federal regulations, stan-
dards and guidelines the district must comply with for 
accreditation to operate as a fi re station.
  But Price said he didn’t want a committee of “yes 
men.”
  “We don’t want a committee who will say ‘yes’ to 
anything,” because, “If we go forward, it’s going to be 
an expensive journey,” he added.
  Price added that the district staff would prepare 
a request for proposals in anticipation of the project 
moving forward and suggested that a professional com-
pany could be retained to assist with preparation of any 
public referendum to approve a bond issue to fi nance 
any upgrades. The district, he advised, is not in the 
public relations business, but needs to “get the right 
message out” to the public.
  He also affi rmed that the project would not proceed 
unless it meets with public approval, the fi rst step in a 
long process to upgrade and improve the district’s aging 
facilities.
  The board agreed to proceed with forming the com-
mittee and Price said he would act quickly. 
 For further information, call Price at 941-741-3900.

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

  With Islanders facing higher taxes, gas prices and 
grocery bills, one might have thought at least a few 
would protest yet another hike in the cost of living, this 
being a proposed rise in the West Manatee Fire Rescue 
District’s annual assessment to the maximum allowed 
by state law.
  But no one spoke in opposition to the measure at 
the district’s May 15 public hearing and the motion 
to increase the annual base fee to $148.22 for the fi rst 
1,000 square feet of all residential parcels passed with-
out opposition. 
  It’s the maximum allowed by state statute, although 
the district can increase the assessment annually to 
adjust for cost of living increases. The assessment for 
businesses jumped to $355.72 for the fi rst 1,000 square 
feet, while the fee for travel trailer parks, condomini-
ums and hotel/motel parcels is $148.22.
  At the same time the board approved the assess-
ment increase, WMFR Chief Andy Price introduced a 
plan to organize a citizen’s committee to study upgrad-
ing the district’s facilities and report its fi ndings to the 
board by Sept. 1.

Things that go boom gone for July 4
 With the summer holidays — and the July 4 week-
end just weeks away — the Anna Maria Island Fire-
works Task Force has been advising the public for the 
past several months that illegal fi reworks will be confi s-
cated by law enforcement offi cers on the Island during 
the holiday period.
 Although the recent passage of an illegal fire-
works ordinance by the Manatee County Commission 
allows law enforcement offi cers to issue citations for 
an offense that carry a fi ne of up to $500, Bradenton 
Beach Police Chief Sam Speciale, a member of the task 
force, said the plan for all Island law enforcement July 
4 is confi scation.
 “We’re going to be walking the beaches and we 
will confi scate any illegal fi reworks we see,” the 
chief said.

 The task force plan that day calls for the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce bomb disposal unit to have a 
truck at Holmes Beach City Hall, where all confi scated 
fi reworks will be deposited and later destroyed.
 “And, we’ll have extra offi cers walking the beaches 
looking for violations. We won’t be issuing citations, 
just confi scating the fi reworks,” he said. 
 MCSO deputies and police from Holmes Beach 
will all be involved in the beach patrols and confi sca-
tion effort, he said. “We’re all doing the same thing,” 
Speciale added.
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford, who founded the 
task force last year, will discuss the action plan at the 
May 21 meeting of the Coalition of Barrier Island Elected 
Offi cials at 7 p.m. at the Longboat Key Town Hall.
  MCSO Sgt. John Kenney, supervisor of the MCSO 

Anna Maria substation, has acknowledged previously 
that it will take a “massive” amount of manpower to 
completely enforce the ordinance, but he and other law 
enforcement offi cers and agencies on the Island will be 
out “in force” on the Island from July 3-5.
  Barford said confi scation is a public safety issue, 
particularly on July 4, when thousands of people come 
to the Island to watch the authorized fi reworks displays 
presented by the Sandbar and BeachHouse restaurants 
and owner Ed Chiles.
 However for this July 4, Chiles has agreed with the 
task force to provide only one fi reworks, likely at the 
BeachHouse restaurant.
 The task force was formed after last year’s July 4 
holiday in which a man on the beach in Anna Maria 
was severely injured by illegal fi reworks. 
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Holy Eucharists 
Sundays  7:30 & 10am
Rector’s Class  8:45am

Thursdays 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat morning prayer 8am

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Saturday 5pm – 
Sunday 9:30am – 

Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Fellowship follows
Sunday Service

Come Celebrate 
With Us

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813 • 6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach • www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES
OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm

Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Grant committee eyes 
paving pier parking lot

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria’s transportation enhancement grant 
committee discussed a “wish list” for possible enhance-
ments to the city pier parking lot at its May 12 meeting, 
including paving at least the north half of the parking 
lot to accommodate a trolley shelter and stop.
 Board member Cindi Mansour even suggested the 
city could “make a road” through the north part of the 
parking lot to allow the Island trolley easy access to the 
shelter. Tim Eiseler, however, suggested a shell road 
might better compliment the shelter design.
 City Commissioner JoAnn Mattick, who chairs the 
committee, indicated that along with a paved lot, all 
parking could be moved to the south parking area to 
allow the trolley easier access to the shelter. “We could 
get the trolley to pull up right next to the shelter,” she 
said.
 But not everyone agreed with the suggestion to 
pave the lot. Board member Mike Coleman said he 
believed it would be a bad idea.
 In any event, the committee indicated that the 
parking design would likely have to be “rearranged” 
to accommodate the trolley shelter it plans to construct 
at the pier, which will be different from other shelters 
the committee plans to construct along the trolley route 
in the city.
Committee consensus was to proceed with committee 
member Steve Kring’s design and “enlarge it if neces-
sary,” Mattick said. The committee previously looked 
at a design by architect Gene Aubry for the pier shelter, 
but settled on the Kring effort. 
 Other possible enhancements for the city pier 
discussed by the committee included the addition of 
pavers, moving or hiding the Dumpster, trimming the 
sea grape trees at the pier entrance, adding palm trees 
and a sign indicating more parking is available north 
on Bay Boulevard at Bayfront Park.
 Cost estimates for both the pier shelter and the 
other shelters throughout the city will be discussed at 
the committee’s June meeting.
  Currently, the committee plans to have shelters 
constructed at all 14 trolley stop locations in the 
city.
 The committee has been meeting monthly to dis-
cuss priority projects for the $358,000 federal trans-
portation enhancement grant the city will receive the 
Florida Department of Transportation’s 2010-11 budget. 
The DOT will provide design and engineering services 
for the committee’s selected projects.

Off Stage Ladies 
installs offi cers
The Off Stage Ladies 
recently installed offi cers for 
the 2008-09 season, includ-
ing president Carol Heck-
man, vice president Marilyn 
Moroni, secretary Marilyn 
George and treasurer Karen 
Cooper. The installation took 
place May 14 at the Braden-
ton Country Club. The group 
promotes and supports the 
Island Players and commu-
nity theater. For more infor-
mation, call 941-761-7374. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose 

Altar men
Raymond Paysour, Don Hilgeman, Walter Kramer, 
Mike Mulyck, Rein Mueller and DuWayne Dzibinski, 
who is not pictured, make up the altar committee at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Holmes Beach. The 
altar was refurbished and then dedicated during 

Kiwanis club to meet
May 24 at Cafe on Beach

 The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island will 
meet at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, May 24, at Cafe on 
the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The speaker will be military veteran Greg 
Witham.
 For more information, call 941-795-8697.

Center of activity
Ben Wyre takes a ride down the “Blue Monster” 
water slide during the family fun day benefi ting 
Anna Maria Island Little League May 17 at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center. Islander Photos: 
Lisa Neff

Tee-ball player Caitlyn 
Pearce of AMI Fitness 
prepares to head out to the 
ball diamond at the Anna 
Maria Community Center 
May 17. The Center was 
the site of ball games, 
a rummage sale and a 
family fun day Saturday. 
Coming up, a family skate 
night — on inline or tra-
ditional skates — will take 
place at 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
May 23, at the Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria. Also, a wiffl eball 
tournament will take place 
June 7-13 at the Center.
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Gabriel Fasching, 5, takes aim in a unserious water pistol duel 
during the annual Snooks Adams Kids Day, which was presented 
by the Anna Maria Island Privateers May 17 at Coquina Beach. 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Kids dig for treasure at Kids Day.

Tanner, 4, and Spencer Stephens, 6, of Bradenton, raid 
the coast during Snooks Adams Kids Day.

The 5-and-older privateer crew compete at Kids Day for best-dressed pirates.

Island Players 
announce 60th season
 The Island Players recently announced plans for its 
60th season beginning next fall.
 The schedule of plays at the theater, 10009 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria, includes:
 • “The Cocktail Hour” by A.R. Gurney, Oct. 
9-19.
 • “Cliffhanger” by James Yaff, Dec. 4-14.
 • “The Affections of May” by Norm Foster, Jan. 
22-Feb. 8, 2009.
 • “Sylvia” by A.R. Gurney, March 19-April 5, 
2009.
 • Alone Together Again” by Lawrence Roman May, 
14-24, 2009.
 For more information about the upcoming season, 
including tickets, call the box offi ce at 941-778-5755.

Welsh Players to stage play
 The Welsh Players will return to Anna Maria Island 
to perform Oscar Wilde’s “The Importance of Being 
Earnest” Aug. 15-17.
 Performances will take place at the Island Players 
theater, 1000a Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
 For more information, call the box offi ce at 941-
778-5755.

New/old FISH board in Cortez
 The slate of offi cers for the Florida Institute of Salt-
water Heritage has been approved through 2011.
 In an election in May, the board approved Allen 
Garner as president, Richard Culbreath as vice presi-
dent, Karen Bell as treasurer, David Zaccagnino as 
recording secretary and Sheila Mora as corresponding 
secretary, replacing Maxine Myford. 
 Board members are incumbents Linda Molto, James 
“Zach” Zacharias and Plum Taylor, plus Sam Bell and 
Caroline Doig.

Local churches plan Bible schools
 The end of the regular school year for kids on Anna 
Maria Island heralds the arrival of the Bible school season.
 Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria, will host vacation Bible school from 
9 a.m. to noon June 9-13. The school is open to children 
ages 4 through the fi fth-grade. For more information, 
call 941-778-0414.
 St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, will host a vacation Bible school pro-

gram from noon to 3 p.m. June 16-20. For more infor-
mation, call 941-778-4769.
 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, will host its vacation Bible school from 
9 a.m. to noon June 29-July 3. For more information, 
call 941-778-1813.
 Crosspointe Fellowship in Holmes Beach will not 
hold a vacation Bible school this summer, but may 
resume the program next year.

Adult pirates share the loot with a younger generation of mates during a celebration of the end of the school 
year and the start of summer. The Island tradition originated with Snooks Adams, Anna Maria Island’s fi rst 
peace offi cer, who treated kids to hot dogs and good times for a year of hard work in the classroom.
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Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Fishing is in 
his blood

 Capt. Logan Bystrom realized at 
an early age he wanted to have his own 
fi shing charter service one day.
 “I grew up on Anna Maria Island. 
I think I’ve been fi shing these waters 
since I was a baby and I know where 
the best fi shing areas are,” Logan said.
 Maybe his fi shing knowledge is in 
his blood. His great-grandfather, Jack 
Holmes, settled and developed what is 
now Holmes Beach and was himself an 
avid fi sherman, as is everyone in Logan’s 
family.
 “I’ve always loved to fi sh. Now, I 
get to do it for a living.”
 Capt. Logan’s Charter Service 
offers full-day, half-day and special 
charters. Logan specializes in fi shing 
in Tampa Bay, Sarasota Bay and inland 
waters, along with near shore to the bar-
rier islands.
 “Right now, tarpon fi shing is doing 
well, but I also go for trout, redfish 
and snook when they’re in season,” he 
said.
 Logan uses a 24-foot Carolina Skiff 
out of Kingfi sh Boat Ramp and can take 
up to four people. Bait, tackle, poles, a 
water cooler and some snacks come with 
his charter trip.
 “We provide everything, including 
where the fi sh are,” said Logan.
 To reserve a charter, call 941-713-
1265, or visit Logan’s Web site at www.
captainlogan.com.

Paws for the cause
Paw Spa owner Joyce Akins, center, with staff members Ellen Stohler, left, and 
Tammy Cronan and pet client Sophie Stewart. The Paw Spa is located in the 
Holmes Business Center at 5343 Gulf Drive. Islander Photo: Rebecca Barnett

Fishin’ the Island
Capt. Logan Bystrom is a fourth-gen-
eration Islander and a charter fi shing 
captain. Islander photo: Rick Catlin

Paws for 
relaxation

 The Paw Spa at 5343 Gulf Drive in 
the Holmes Business Center in Holmes 
Beach has been helping to make Anna 
Maria Island dogs and cats look their best 
for the past fi ve years and, now, owner 
Joyce Akins is pleased to announce she 
is offering pet-sitting services in addi-
tion to grooming.
 “This is a wonderful idea for folks 
who don’t want to stress their pets by 
placing them at a kennel or leave them 
alone for hours. With our service, pets 
stay in their own home, sleep in their 
own beds and can stick to their routine,” 
said Joyce.
 Services include in-home visits to 
pets while the owner is on vacation or 
out of town periodically, staying over-
night with the pet, daycare at The Paw 
Spa and daily walks.
 “We’re ready to help the owner with 
their pet any time they need us,” added 
Joyce.
 Paw Spa associates will pay a visit 
to the client’s home to discuss what the 
pet owner wants for their pet and will 
do “whatever it takes” to make the pet 
happy, Joyce pledged. 
 In addition, they will bring in mail 
and newspapers, water plants, take out 
trash and turn lights on and off to assure 
a “lived-in” look during the owner’s 
absence.
 For more information on Paw Spa, 
call 941-778-0885.

Ralph’s does Elks
 Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront restau-
rant on the historic Bridge Street Pier 
and in Anna Maria has taken over man-
aging the kitchen operation of the Elk’s 
Club at 2511 75 th St. W. in Bradenton 
and has already begun serving lunch and 
dinner to club members.
 Owner Dave Russell said head chef 
Tom Siwa has brought Ralph’s popular 
menu to the Elk’s Club and will feature 
the restaurant’s signature seafood dishes 
along with daily specials.
 “We’ll also have a full list of sand-
wiches, chicken wings and salads,” Dave 
said.
 In addition, Rotten Ralph’s will be 
catering from the Elk’s kitchen.
 For more information on visiting the 
Elk’s Club, call 941-792-1511.

Joe for the 
fun of it

 When Joe and Petra Praetor 

retired, they always knew they wanted 
to come to the Anna Maria Island area.
 After vacationing here so many 
times, they had naturally fallen in love 
with “paradise.”
 But Joe is a man who loves boat-
ing, fi shing, swimming and being on the 
water. When he grew a bit bored in his 
retirement, he started a business renting 
kayaks, boats and bicycles to people, 
mostly vacationers.
 “I used to say I started the business 
just for fun, so that’s how the name came 
about,” Joe said with a laugh.
 Now, his Just 4 Fun Rentals is 
doing nicely and Joe compliments his 
service with free delivery and pickup at 
his clients’ doorstep.
 “We have a lot of customers who 
are on vacation on the Island and want 
to rent a boat or bicycle. We can provide 
a small boat up to 21 feet for bay and 
inland waters that is just perfect for fi sh-
ing, skiing and cruising. And, these are 
brand new boats,” said Joe.
 In addition, Joe will bring marine 
maps, boat operating instructions and, if 
desired, fi shing gear. He also has bicycle 
rentals, particularly the size for children 
ages 10-12. And his single kayaks are 
also popular for cruising the waters of 
Sarasota Bay.
 “We’re having a lot of fun running 
Just 4 Fun,” quipped Joe.
 He has a Web site at www.jps-boa-
trental.de for more information. He can 
also be reached by e-mail at JPBoatren-
tal@aol.com., or by phone at 941-447-
1506.

RE/MAX is real
 RE/MAX Alliance Group has 
settled in its new offi ce at 5316 Marina 
Drive in the Island Shopping Center in 
Holmes Beach and is open for business. 
The company will host a grand opening 
celebration and ribbon-cutting from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 29.
 Owners Timothy and Jude Crow-
ley, Ron Travis and Dave Coupland 
will join company president Peter 
Crowley and Sherri Richardson along 
with the Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce in welcoming the public for 
the occasion.
 The offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Saturday during 
the off-season, and daily from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. during the winter season.
 For more information, call 941-778-
7777.

Skipper’s does 
food

 Skipper’s Pub and Grill — the 
former Banana Factory 2 — at 10104 
Cortez Road W., Bradenton, now has 
its kitchen up and running, said owner 
Elaine Clark, and she’s begun holding 
a breakfast with “jam” from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. every Sunday.
 While diners enjoy a Sunday break-
fast, singer and musician Tracy Edwards 
provides entertainment.
 For lunch and dinner, Skipper’s 
has a wide range of entrees, salads and 
sandwiches along with a nightly chef’s 
special.
  Skipper’s is open from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 a.m. daily.
 For more information, call Elaine at 
941-798-9898.

Auntie M owner 
looking to retire

 Meredith Slavin says she has 
enjoyed her time as the owner of Auntie 

M’s Holmes Beach coin laundry in the 
Island Shopping Center, but now she’s 
looking to retire. 
  She’s put the popular laundromat 
up for sale and has already had several 
inquiries, although nothing has yet been 
fi nalized. Slavin says the lease is up for 
renewal soon and she hopes to sell the 
business rather than “sell out.”
 “It’s time to retire,” Meredith said. “I 
hate to do it because this is an Island insti-
tution and it’s been here for at least four 
decades. It’s a wonderful business and I 
would hate to see it close,” she said.
 The 24-hour laundromat is at 5400 
Marina Drive facing Holmes Boulevard 
at the west end of the center.
 For further information on the 
laundromat, call Meredith at 941-526-
7500.

Chamber biz 
exchange

 The Anna Maria Island Cham-
ber of Commerce will hold its May 
business card exchange from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Wednesday, May 28, at Island 
Chiropractic at 5917 Manatee Ave. W. 
in Bradenton. The cost to attend is $5 
for current and prospective members.
 For more information or to make a 
reservation, call 941-778-1541.
 In other news, the chamber wel-
comed the following new members in 
April:
 • Mattison’s Steakhouse, 25 Avenue 
of the Flowers, Longboat Key, Anna 
Pohl, 941-387-2700.
 • Sandpiper Pools and Spas, 10416 
Spoonbill Road., Bradenton, Jerry 
Allora, 941-798-3818.
 • The Fish Hole, 117 Bridge St., Bra-
denton Beach, Jake Spooner, 941-778-
3400.
 • ABC Rentals, 12408 Cortez Road. 
W., Bradenton, Lynn Shaffer, 941-929-
1850.
 • Money Mailer of Bradenton, 10208 
Discovery Terrace, Bradenton, Doug 
Norman, 941-745-1828.
 • SunTrust Mortgage, 7419 Manatee 
Ave. W., Bradenton, Susan Tyson, 941-
761-1647.
 • Sarasota Bay RV Park, 10777 
Cortez Road. W., Bradenton, Lucille 
Pouris, 941-794-1200.
 • Pirate’s Pointe Resort, 1800 Kon-
fresi Court, Ruskin, Jonathan Shute, 
831-641-2052.
 Got a new business going up in 
Anna Maria Island, Cortez, Palma Sola, 
Perico or Longboat Key? How about a 
new product or service, an anniversary, 
a new hire, or an award-winning staff 
member? Call Island Biz at 941-778-
7978, fax your news to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail us at news@islander.org.

Spa treatment
Jerry and Kathy Allora are the owners 
of Sandpiper Pools and Spas. They 
offer salt/chlorine generators and heat 
pumps, as well as do pool and deck 
remodeling and equipment repairs. They 
also do paver decks, driveways and 
walkways, rock formations and water 
features. The two have been in the con-
struction services industry since 1966. 
For more information, call 941-798-
3818. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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House of Pizza
Buffet Special
Buy regular price buffet 

and get second for 

$299
each with purchase 

of a soft drink

                 941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W.
            Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm

PLEASE PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES 5-28-08

CELEBRATE
MEMORIAL DAY

WITH US!

Island real estate 
transactions

 101 75th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,500 sfl a 3bed/3bath 
Gulffront pool home built in 1948 on a 21,222 sq ft lot 
was sold 04/28/08, Robinson to Lime Fish LLC for 
$3,500,000; list $3,600,000.
 214 Fir Ave., Anna Maria, a 2,840 sfl a / 5,746 sfur 
6bed/4bath duplex built in 1969 on a 79x100 lot was 
sold 05/02/08, Blur Rentals LLC to Berry Fish LLC for 
$1,300,000; list $1,349,000.
 108 13th St. S., Bradenton Beach, a 2,104 sfl a / 
3,100 sfur 4bed/3bed/2car bayfront pool home built in 
1950 on a 50x110 lot was sold 04/30/08, HSBC Bank 
USA to Manser for $1,160,000.
 522 Loquat Dr., Anna Maria, a 2,892 sfl a / 3,644 
sfur 4bed/3½bath/2car canalfront pool home built in 
1992 on a 75x114 lot was sold 04/28/08, Douglas to 
Lemon Fish LLC for $1,050,000; list $1,395,000.
 212 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach, a 2,366 sfl a / 
3bed/3bath/4car canalfront pool home built in 2007 on 
a 60x100 lot sold 04/30/08, Causeway Projects LLC to 
Gordon for $801,000: list $879,000.
 200 Gulf Drive S., Unit 7, Sandcastle Beach Resort, 
Bradenton Beach, a 1,479 sfl a / 1,591 sfur 3bed/2bath Gulf-
front condo built in 2003 was sold 05/01/08, W L Proper-
ties Inc. to Koriz LLC for $750,000; list $825,000.
 103 Los Cedros Drive, Anna Maria, a 2,402 sfl a 
/ 3,308 sfur 4bed/2bath/4car home built in 2002 on a 
82x113 lot was sold 05/01/08, Aleman to Kolacio for 
$698,000; list $699,000.
 215 64th St., Unit A, Casa Del Mare, Holmes 
Beach, a 2,500 sfl a 4bed/3bath/2car, land condo with 
pool built in 2008 was sold, 04/28/08, M&E Construc-
tion Services 2 LLC for $660,000; list $660,000.
 510 75th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,550 sfl a / 3,142 
sfur 2bed/2bath canalfront home built in 1979 on a 
90x120 lot was sold 04/29/08, Gryboski to Mears for 
$550,000; list $599,000.
 304 64th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,890 sfl a / 3,022 
sfur 4bed/3bath duplex built in 1969 on a 90x104 lot 
was sold 04/28/08, Wesselman to Pingwell LLC for 
$500,000.
 217 Willow Ave., Anna Maria, a 1,449 sfl a / 2,188 
sfur 3bed/2bath/1car canalfront home built in 1969 on 

a 75x148 lot was sold 04/28/08, Spencer to Youngs for 
$465,000; list $497,000.
 207 76th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,477 sfl a / 1,997 
sfur 3bed/2bath duplex built in 1969 on a 90x78 lot 
was sold 04/30/08, Barnes to Tenhaaf for $390,000; 
list $479,000.
 3311 Gulf Drive, Unit 1, Tropical Sunset, Holmes 
Beach, a 1,331 sfla / 1,415 sfur 2bed/2bath condo 
built in 1989 was sold 04/28/08, McKee to Kevitch 
for $357,900; list $399,000.
 2703 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, a 968 sfl a / 1,344 
sfur 2bed/1bath home built in 1920 on a 50x100 lot was 
sold 04/30/08, Callanan to Peelen for $300,000.
 522 Pine Ave., Unit 8A, Bayou, Anna Maria, a 
822 sfl a / 882 sfur 2bed/1bath condo built in 1973 was 
sold 04/30/08, Lindsey to Bartoo for $290,000; list 
$315,000.
 522 Pine Ave., Unit 3C, Bayou, Anna Maria, a 822 
sfl a / 882 sfur 2bed/1bath condo built in 1973 was sold 
04/30/08, Enters to McCaffrey for $250,000.

Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty 
of Anna Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-
7244. 

Current Island real estate transactions may also be 
viewed online at www.islander.org. Copyright 2008

JoAnn Fumerelle and Anthony Manali Jr.

Fumerelle, Manali to wed
 The families of Fumerelle and Manali announce 
a June 14 wedding for JoAnn Fumerelle and Anthony 
Manali Jr.
 The wedding will be held in the ballroom of the 
Ritz Carlton-Sarasota.
 The bride, originally from Buffalo, N.Y., moved to 
Florida at the age of 12. She has owned a local business 
in Bradenton, Suncoast Brace and Limb, for 14 years.
 She will be given away by her youngest brother, 
Christopher Carson.
 The groom is from Ybor City, Tampa, but his par-
ents Carmen and Tony Manali moved the family to 
Anna Maria in 1964. He has been a captain, local fi sher 
and commercial stonecrabber for 38 years.
 It was the love of fi shing that brought the couple 
together, as well as a good friend, Chris Galati.
 The couple will reside on Anna Maria Island. And 
they plan to honeymoon in Maui, Hawaii.

Anniversary observed
Ron Pepka, standing, and wife Jackie celebrate 
their second wedding anniversary at the Maestro 
restaurant in Bradenton Beach with Evelyn Guillion 
of France, left, the Pepkas of Bradenton and Tina 
and Fred Collier of England. The Pepkas were 
married April 30, 2006, on the beach.
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Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture, 

Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 

 for the whole family! Books 
and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

MMon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 1
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Br

 w
a

Accep
cons
Call Reader’s Choice 2008

Best Consignment Store
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Nauticals � Antiques

Curiosities

Mermaids � Pirates

9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.
12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-575612304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756

Two blocks east of the Cortez BridgeTwo blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

NauticalsNauticals � AntiqueAntique

C i itiC i iti

iquess

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us at

Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

Tide and Moon  Jewelry

Come see our new 
summer stock!

FinFin

2502 Gulf Drive N., Brad2502 Gulf Drive N., Brad

Summer is hot – but it is always 
cool to shop, especially when you know all the 
best local places to go. Join Tiki and Kitty this 
summer as they beat the heat – by spending the 
dog days in the cool comfort of the area’s fi nest 
shops. 
 Here on the Island – Essence of Time in 
Holmes Beach features beautiful handmade beach 
glass jewelry, a variety of art and fabulous vintage 
fi nds. The Beach Shop located at the Manatee 
Public Beach is stacked full of unusual gifts and 
some of the nicest fashions and swimwear you’ll 
fi nd anywhere. Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the 
Old IGA in the city of Anna Maria! At Ginny’s 
you can shop for vintage, tropical furnishings 
and goods then take a break for a smoothie and a 
muffi n at Jane E’s Café.
 Just over the Cortez Bridge is local landmark 
the SeaHagg – where a summer sale is now in 
progress. Check out all the great stuff, including 
loads of pirate and mermaid goodies.
 Bradenton’s original thrift and 
consignment shop 
Community Thrift Shop just off Manatee 
Avenue was recently awarded the “Best 
Consignment Shop” in Bradenton. Be sure to 
stop-and-shop before it closes for its annual 
summer vacation beginning June 14.
 In Palmetto’s downtown histroic district, 
The Bag Lady offers the fi nest in famous-

Nancy Cobb, 
owner of Cob-

Web’s poses 
here with some 
summer whites. 
Beat the heat in 

her cool shop.

Kitty promises to 
rescue you from 
a ho-hum shop-

ping experience! 
She found this 
fl oat among the 

nautical trea-
sures at The Sea 

Hagg. 

  

Tugging to 
victory
Jackie Goen’s 
fourth-graders 
at Anna Maria 
Elementary pulled 
their way to a quick 
victory against 
opposing fourth-
graders from 
Marcia Brockway’s 
class. However, 
Joan Sackett’s 
fourth-graders 
promptly defeated 
Goen’s class in 
the second round 
of this year’s tug 
of war. Islander 
Photos: Diana 
Bogan

name handbags and accessories — and just next 
door, is the brand new Classy Lady Boutique 
and Gifts. Up the road in Ellenton, The Feed 
Store invites you to come browse the area’s best 
known antique mall with tons of great dealers.
 Over in the Historic East Manatee 
Antiques District you can park and walk to 
several great stores. Braden River Antiques 
will be having a Memorial Day sale on Friday 
& Saturday, May 23 and 24, and right next door 
at Cobweb’s there also will be a sale on those 
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TheBag Lady Just ask 
for me - 

I’ll be the bag 
behind

the counter!

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
761-0607 

722-9916

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 
We have all the famous 
designer names!

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	

 ���������������

Tiki knows “wear” to go for the best vintage beachwear 
– Retro Rosie. The shop had a great selection of dresses, 
swimsuits and tropical shirts for women and men. 

Sponge relay
Jack Shinn scoops as much water out of the bucket with a sponge as he can 
before racing back to his teammates on the opposite end of the fi eld. Shinn, a 
fi fth-grader at Anna Maria Elementary School, participated in several fi eld day 
activities planned by parents. Islander Photos: Diana Bogan

Wringing it 
AME fi fth-
grader Joselin 
Presswood 
wrings water 
out of a 
sponge during 
a relay race 
between Anne 
Kinnan’s 
and DeAnn 
Davis’ classes. 
Presswood 
helped lead 
Kinnan’s class 
to a victory — 
their bucket 
contained the 
most water at 
the end of the 
race.

same days – along with her ongoing 20-25% 
markdowns throughout the store. The Wishing 
Well has a gorgeous selection of orchids to 
complement her antiques and collectibles. Retro 
Rosie has a great selection of vintage summer 
beachwear and causal wear for men and women. 
Consignment Furnishings is having a two-day 
sale event for Memorial Day – with 20% off the 
entire store on May 23 and 24.
 So – now you know where to go! Be sure 
to tell ‘em that Tiki and Kitty sent you!
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L ITE fare
ahi tuna appetizer, 10

gazpacho (cup), 5

hearts of palm salad, 8
 tomato, greens 
 and fresh citrus vinaigrette

dinner-size caesar, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

chicken cordon bleu, 16
 with house salad

mussels in wine-garlic-dijon, 13

pasta alfredo, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

sirloin strip steak, 17
 CREEKSTONE FARMS 10-OZ
 with house salad, béarnaise

strip steak sandwich, 15
 CREEKSTONE FARMS
 with garnish, béarnaise

grouper sandwich, 14
 grilled, blackened, 
 pan-seared or 
 breaded-sauteed

big burger on french bread, 12
 with gorgonzola, american
 or swiss cheese, 14

and for kids ...
french hot dog, 8
chicken strips, 10
cheese&mac, 7

Lite fare, Aldo’s fare and Ooh la La menu | 7 nights a week
including our regular menu of continental favorites … 

Beef Wellington, Bouillabaisse, Garlic-Crusted Lobster Tails, 
Veal Marsala, Fresh Grouper and much more!

Sunday Brunch 8-1:30
5406 Marina Drive . Holmes Beach  941.778.5320

Something new ... 
Announcing Chef Aldo’s summer specials 
“to die for” from his repertoire … and more 
favorites nightly. He’s cooking fresh every 
day – always something new for patrons of 
Ooh La La! And he’s waiting to meet you … 
he loves the art of cooking and seeing his 
guests enjoy … “Mangiare.”

Chef Aldo’s 
SPECIAL fare
Cannelloni
Beef and spinach with Aldo’s 
special sauce and béchamel.

Lasagna

Penne alla Matriciana
Penne pasta, onions, bacon, 
ground beef, tomato sauce

Chef’s special sea bass
Sea bass, onions, (scallions), white 
wine, parsley, garlic, vegetables, 
and saffron sautéed in butter

Chef’s fi sh special
Fresh fi sh of the day, garlic, parsley, 
scallions, capers, white wine, 
cherry tomatoes. 

Chef’s steak special
Filet mignon with Gorgonzola 
cream sauce, asparagus, demi-
glaze 

Torbo Filet Mignon
Sautéed mushrooms, garlic, cream 
sauce and drizzle of demi-glaze, 
parsley, white wine.

Saltimbocca alla Romana
Veal, ham, cheese, cream, demi-
glaze. 

ALDO’S PASTRY AND SWEETS
Tiramisu
Panna cotta with strawberries in 
grand marnier

Dan Mobley and 
guitar return 

July 2!

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad –for as little as $20.00!

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B44B44B4B44B4444B44BB444B4444

9am-7:30pm daily
breakfast all day • lunch • dinner

12507 Cortez Road
 at the Cortez Fishing Center

(941)  795-7796

PRIME RIB
Monday, Wednesday

and Fridays 2-7:30pm

$9.99

BUY ONE MEAL, GET ONE FREE!
(equal or lesser value)

coupon valid thru 6/21/08, not valid on specials

Now Serving
Ice Cream!

Early Birds
Mon-Fri 3-6 pmMon-Fri 3-6 pm

except on holidays
Popular Dinner Entrees

House Wine $3 • Draft Beer $1.50

The City Pier RestaurantThe City Pier Restaurant
Open 11am daily for Lunch & DinnerOpen 11am daily for Lunch & Dinner

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria
779-1667779-1667
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world wide
delivery:

islander.org
Island home

delivery:
778-7978.

Delivering you the
Island’s news

(free) since 1992.
The Islander

Anna Maria

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 No new reports.

Bradenton Beach
 No reports.

Holmes Beach
 5300 block Sunrise Lane, burglary. The complain-
ant said someone took various items from his boat, 
including various fishing licenses, a GPS unit and 
$120.
 May 10, 700 block of Manatee Avenue, fraud. 
Offi cers observed a man run a red light at Manatee 
Avenue and East Bay Drive and, after stopping him, it 
was determined that he had outstanding warrants for 
writing fraudulent checks. He was arrested. 
 May 11, 3700 block Gulf Drive, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took tools from his pickup 
truck. 
 May 11, 4700 Gulf Drive, driver’s license. Offi -
cers observed a car pass another in a non-passing zone. 
The driver said she had a suspended license; computer 
checks revealed she is a habitual traffi c offender. Her 
license was revoked. She was arrested.
 May 12, 220 block Gulf Drive, theft. The complain-
ant said someone took her purse from her unlocked car. 
The purse contained identifi cation and $50. 
 May 12, 200 block 75th Street, theft. The complain-

StreetlifeStreetlife
ant said that the son of a friend was staying at her house 
and, when she returned home, she discovered jewelry 
was missing. It was determined that another man had 
also stayed in the house, according to the report, and it 
was believed that he took the jewelry. 
 May 12, 200 block 75th Street, attempted burglary. 
The complainant said someone apparently attempted 
to gain entry to their house. A window was damaged, 
but no entry appeared evident and nothing appeared to 
have been taken. 
 May 13, 6800 block Holmes Boulevard, criminal 
mischief. The complainant said someone had pulled up 
all of his landscape lighting and strewn his rocks around 
the area. It was estimated that four lights were taken. 
 May 13, 200 block 75th Street, theft. The complain-
ant said that someone took a GPS unit and two fi shing 
rods from his boat on a trailer in front of his house. 
 May 14, 100 block 39th Street, burglary. The com-
plainant said that someone burglarized her vehicle May 
11 while she was loading it with items to go to her home 
in Tampa. Missing was a bag with a laptop computer, 
Nintendo system and cell-phone charger. 
 May 14, 100 block 39th Street, trespass warn-
ing. Offi cers were dispatched to a call of a suspicious 
person, who was found sleeping in his car after alleg-
edly trespassing in one of the resort units. He was issued 
a trespass warning.
 May 14, 500 block 67th Street, theft. The complain-
ant said that someone took four bicycles from his front 
porch. Offi cers located one bicycle.

Kathleen A. Ambut
 Kathleen A. Ambut, 58, of Bradenton, formerly of 

Holmes Beach, died Feb. 6.
 Born in Berwyn, Ill., Mrs. Ambut 
moved to Manatee County from Chi-
cago, Ill., 20 years ago. 
 Memorial services will be held at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 24. 
 She is survived by sons Jeff and 
wife Amanda of Bradenton, Christo-
pher of Holmes Beach and Michael 
Harrington of Bradenton. 

ObituariesObituaries

Kathleen Ambut

Romeo ‘Papa Boy’ Salvitti
 Romeo “Papa Boy” Salvitti, 58, of Bradenton, died May 
11.
 Mr. Salvitti lived in many parts of Florida before moving 
to Manatee County in 1994. He was a bartender at the Beach-
House Restaurant in Bradenton Beach and Leverock’s Res-
taurant for many years. He served in the U.S. Air Force in 
Vietnam. He coached youth baseball and basketball. He was 
a member of the Manatee County Chamber of Commerce and 
Bostock USA the Kwondo. He was a member of Ss. Peter 
and Paul Catholic Church, Bradenton.
 Memorial services were May 16 at the G.T. Bray Park 
auditorium, Bradenton. Covell Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, Bradenton, was in charge of arrangements.
 He is survived by daughter Dawn; sons Jimmy and 
Michael; sister Joanne; brothers Johnny and Michael; and 
grandchildren Diilan, Lucas, Annabella, Gianna, Juliana and 
James. 

Water conservation urged
 Water restrictions implemented more than a year 
ago will continue at least until June 30.
 The Southwest Florida Water Management District, 
facing drought conditions in its 16 county region, insti-
tuted severe water restrictions on January 2007.
 The restrictions expire on June 30, but offi cials with 
Swiftmud have indicated that with continued dry condi-
tions, they likely will be extended.
 The water restrictions limit irrigation hours to cer-
tain days of the week and certain hours of the days. 
Houses with an address number that ends in:
 • 0 or 1, water only on Monday.
 • 2 or 3, water only on Tuesday.
 • 4 or 5, water only on Wednesday.
 • 6 or 7, water only on Thursday.
 • 8 or 9 and any location without a discernible 
address, water only on Friday.
 Properties with less than two acres can irrigate 
between midnight and 8 a.m. or 6 p.m. to midnight.
 Properties with more than two acres can irrigate 

from midnight to 10 a.m. or from 4 p.m. to midnight.
 Hand-watering of non-lawn landscape is not 
restricted.
 Other watering activities also are limited:
 • Washing of vehicles is limited to once a week.
 • Washing of driveways, home exteriors and side-
walks of any type is limited to once a year.
 Authorities in the three Island cities said they 
keep watch for water violations and respond to com-
plaints.
 But primarily the county is responsible for oversee-
ing water restrictions. When a violation is reported, a 
warning goes out. A repeat violation leads to a second 
warning. A third warning comes, via a law enforcement 
offi cer, with an invitation to court and can result in a 
fi ne of more than $100.
 For more information about water restrictions, 
visit www.watermatters.org or call 800-848-0499. For 
more information about violations, call 941-792-8811, 
or e-mail water.saver@mymanatee.org.

William F. Bick
 William F. Bick, 73, of Bradenton, died May 17. 
 There will be no local services. Brown & Sons Funeral 
Homes & Crematory, 26th Street Chapel, is in charge of 
arrangements.
 Mr. Bick is survived by sons William A., Joseph P., 
Michael D., and Robert C.; daughter Julie Nelson, seven 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

Roger ‘Steve’ Spicer
 Roger ‘’Steve’’ Spicer, 47, formerly of Anna Maria 
Island, died Tuesday, May 13, at St Luke Hospital, Fort 
Thomas, Ky. 
 Visitation and burial were in Kentucky where Dobbling 
Funeral Home, Bellevue, Ky., was in charge of arrange-
ments.
 Mr. Spicer is survived by wife Shirley of Kentucky; 
sisters Jackie Spicer Siler of Kentucky and Lisa Spicer Nich-
ols of Florida; brothers Mike Spicer of Indiana and Dave 
Spicer of Florida; uncles David Spicer and Ben Spicer of 
Florida; aunts Zetta Spicer and Pat Spicer of Florida and 
Irene Brandenburg of Kentucky; nephews Michael and Josh; 
nieces,Angie and Michelle; cousins Loretta, Patty, Lewissa, 
Amanda, and Mary; and many more extended family mem-
bers and friends. 
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Islander lost, found 
paradise during WWII

 Holmes Beach resident Bob Elliott was looking 
forward to his return to Hawaii.
  He had moved to that island paradise in 1930 to 
live with his uncle, an Army offi cer, and a cousin when 
his parents back in Connecticut thought it would be a 
great adventure for a young man. 
  Bob graduated from Honolulu High School in 1932 
at 17 and went to the mainland, dreaming of the day he 
would return to Hawaii.
 After working for a few years and then attending 
the University of Missouri for two years, he enrolled 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps aviation cadet program 
for navigation. Graduates would be commissioned as 
second lieutenants in the Air Corps.
 “I always knew I wanted to be in the military and 
this seemed perfect,” Bob recalled.
 Indeed, it almost was.
 He got sent to a navigation school run by Pan Am 
at the University of Miami and, in late 1941, still in 
training, was sent to Salt Lake City, where he trained 
on the B-17 Flying Fortress.
 He was part of the 7th Bomb Group that was 
ordered to the Philippines. By the luck of the draw, 
two squads would leave on a Saturday with a stop in 
Hawaii and the remaining two squads would depart the 
next day, Sunday.
  Bob would not make it back to paradise.
 “I was really looking forward to going back to 
Hawaii. I wanted to be in the fi rst group that fl ew and 
I thought I had gotten some bad luck when I didn’t go 
with the fi rst crews.”
 Those fi rst B-17s arrived over Hickam Field out-
side of Honolulu at 8 a.m. that day, Sunday, Dec. 7, 
1941, just as the Japanese launched their attack against 
Pearl Harbor. 
  If you have seen the movie “Tora! Tora! Tora!” 
those B-17s fl ying into Hickam and getting attacked 
by Japanese fi ghter planes were from the 7th Bomb 
Group, Bob’s outfi t.
 While a B-17 in combat is a “Flying Fortress” 
because of all the machine guns it carries, these planes 
had no ammo to fi re at the attacking Zeros. Army regu-
lations forbid a B-17, or any Army aircraft, to carry live 
ammunition except during wartime. Two of the planes 
were shot down with the loss of all crew members and 
the rest were heavily damaged, but managed to land, 
although one had to put down on a golf course.
 “We knew these guys. We later learned how help-
less they were to be right in the middle of all the Jap 
planes and unable to fi re back. So, I guess I was lucky, 
but not having any ammo was typical of how the Army 
operated in those days before the war.”
 Bob’s plane, however, was still ordered to Hawaii, 
but by the opposite route.
 Still an aviation cadet, Bob fl ew as the navigator for 
his B-17 as it stopped in New Mexico for brief training 
and a switch to the B-24. The plane then headed fi rst to 
MacDill Field in Tampa, then to the Caribbean island 
of Trinidad off the coast of Venezuela.
 Army regulations forbid cadets from going over-
seas until they are commissioned, but in those days 
right after Pearl Harbor, “everything was crazy. The 
‘situation normal’ was that everything was all fouled 
up,” laughed Bob, although there was nothing funny 
about it, to him, at the time.
 “In Trinidad, we had a collapsed fuel tank in the wing, 
so we were stuck there for about three weeks waiting. 
Finally, our pilot had to call the White House and speak 
to the president’s assistant, or somebody like that, to get 
someone to do something and we fi nally got our tank.”
 From Trinidad, Bob and his crew fl ew to Brazil, 
across the south Atlantic to Accra in Africa, then to Khar-
toum and eventually Karachi, in what was then India.
 “The worst thing was that whenever we landed to 
refuel, they would only have 55-gallon drums and we 
could hold 3,000 gallons in each wing tank. And we 
had to refuel by hand. 
  We eventually reached Java, which was Dutch ter-

Bob Elliott, left, 
as a U.S. Army 
Air Corp naviga-
tor in the Pacifi c at 
Port Moresby, New 
Guinea, talking to 
Gen. Mark Scanlon 
about an attack 
by Japanese Zero 
fi ghters over Lai, 
New Guinea, was 
pictured in in the 
January 1943 issue 
of The National 
Geographic 
Magazine.

ritory and we came under their command. We were 
supposed to go into combat.
  “At fi rst, we felt like we were going to win the war 
because we joined up with the 19th Bomb Group, but 
everything quickly fell apart.” 
 The Japanese had broken through the British and 
Dutch defenses and everyone was ordered out of Java. 
Bob and his crew fl ew night and day ferrying troops and 
Dutch “big shots” to Australia, just 600 miles away.
 “We were dead tired, but we had to get the people 
out.”
 One day, as the Japanese were closing in, Bob vol-
unteered to fl y as navigator for another B-24 while his 
regular crew had the day off. “They couldn’t go without 
a navigator, so I volunteered,” recalled Bob.
  The fl ight went to Broome, Australia, near Darwin 
on Australia’s desolate north coast.
 A few hours after landing in Broome, Bob’s regular 
plane and crew were coming in to land when they got 
jumped by a fl ight of Zeros.
 “We didn’t have any anti-aircraft guns, so we had 
to watch the Japanese shoot down all our planes. I was 
watching my usual plane come into land when the Japs 
shot it up and it went down in fl ames. They were all 
killed. What could I say? It was tough to lose those 
guys, they were like my brothers. And I was just lucky. 
I’ve often thought about why I volunteered. If I hadn’t, 
I’d have been on that plane.”
 The only good thing that came out of the Broome 
fl ight was Bob’s promotion to second lieutenant. It took 
nearly three months, but Bob was offi cially an offi cer 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
 As the Japanese continued to bomb Broome and 
neighboring Darwin, all military and civilian personnel 
were ordered south to Perth, Sydney, and other major 
Australian cities to prepare for the defense of the coun-
try. Bob fl ew to Perth, then took a train to Sydney to 
join a new bomb group.
 “The Aussies loved us. Their troops were over in 
North Africa fi ghting Rommel, so we were the only 
thing that stood between them and the Japs. Everyone 
fi gured there would be an invasion any day.”
 The invasion never came, thanks in large measure 
to the Allied victory in the Battle of the Coral Sea in 
May 1942. By then, Bob was part of the 435th Kanga-
roo Squadron that bombed Japanese ships during the 
Coral Sea battle.
 The squadron was eventually assigned to Port 
Moresby on the south coast of New Guinea, the only 
major city in that tropical rain forest country that the 
Japanese had not captured. They were, however, deter-
mined to drive the Allies out in preparation for an inva-
sion of Australia.
 Surrounded by Japanese troops on three sides and 
the Owen Stanley Mountains to their backs, the squad-
ron either attacked and bombed Japanese positions 
daily, or were attacked and bombed by the Japanese in 
return. Often, it was both.
 On July 3, 1942, Bob was part of a three-bomber 
attack against the Japanese airfi eld at Lai on the north 
coast. One bomber dropped out, but the fl ight went on 
with just two bombers and no fi ghter escort. The B-24s 
put several bombs directly on the runway, but Japanese 
Zeros managed to get in the air and Bob and his pals 

were soon under heavy attack.
 Despite heavy odds against their survival, both 
planes managed to fi ght off the Zeros, shooting down 
several.
 “We got shot up pretty bad, but we both made it 
back. We just felt like we had the best bomb squadron 
in the world. It was a really good group of guys. We 
relied on each other, but some mornings, you’d wake 
up and the bunk next to you was empty. You didn’t have 
to ask what happened. You knew. You just went on and 
did your duty and prayed and hoped for the best.”
 On his 61st mission, Bob nearly fl ew his last mis-
sion. Returning to Port Moresby from a bombing raid, 
his plane found the airfield under attack. The pilot 
diverted south to Australia, but found their alternate 
airfi eld also under attack.
 Looking on his navigation charts, Bob was unable 
to locate any airfi eld the plane could reach with its 
remaining fuel.
 Luckily, Bob always carried a National Geographic 
map of Australia as he had found they had reliable 
information on locations and positions. He quickly 
found a small dirt landing strip at a gold mine on the 
map that was within range. Although the runway was 
only 1,500 feet and not nearly enough to halt a B-24, 
the pilot made a remarkable crash landing, ending up 
in a grove of trees at the end of the strip with a busted 
nose landing gear.
 Once on the ground, however, the crew had to fi gure 
a way to get airborne again in just those precious few 
feet, not the normal 3,500 feet a B-24 generally needs 
for take-off.
 “We threw out everything we could; the machine 
guns, bomb bay doors, everything we didn’t need to 
fl y. We took off with just me, the pilot and a fl ight 
engineer. I swear he clipped the trees as we pulled up, 
but we made it. That was the closest call I had in the 
Pacifi c.”
 In December 1942, someone at the Pentagon real-
ized Bob had been overseas long enough and had fl own 
enough missions to qualify him to teach others how to 
navigate. With the air war in Europe moving into high 
gear and taking nearly 90 percent of all the men and 
aircraft in the Air Corps, the Army needed experienced 
navigators.
 Bob was ordered back to the mainland, where he 
became an instructor in Wyoming.
 By now a captain, Bob was amazed at the changes 
in American life in his year overseas.
 “People were totally committed to the war. Every-
one was doing their part, unlike before Pearl Harbor 
day. Now, you saw uniforms everywhere and you were 
treated as someone special.”
 After 18 months as a navigation instructor, Bob 
grew bored with teaching and volunteered to return to 
combat duty. He didn’t get his exact wish, but he did get 
assigned to Gen. Hugo Rush and the 47th Air Division 
as the wing navigator.
 The division reached Foggia, Italy, in mid-1944 and 
Bob learned he would be plotting navigation courses 
for the bombers, not fl ying missions.
 “That didn’t sit well with me, so I began sneaking 
off on missions. Gen. Rush heard about it and ordered 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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Holmes Beach resident Bob Elliott has lived on Key 
Royale since retiring from the U.S. Air Force in 1968. 
Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

me to fl y no more than one mission a month. 
 Good thing for Bob, because one of the chief mis-
sions the division had was to bomb the Nazi oil fi elds 
at Ploesti, Rumania. The allied air force had been trying 
to knock out the oil fi elds since 1942 without success.
 “The Germans had double the number of anti-air-
craft guns of any occupied city,” recalled Bob. “The 
ack-ack was so thick, it looked like you were fl ying 
over a carpet. It would block out the sun, it was so 
heavy. And the Germans would send up smoke pots to 
cover the target. We lost a lot of crews over that city. It 
was a brutal mission.”
 So brutal for so many crews that when the war in 
Europe ended in May 1945, and the Russians liberated the 
Allied prisoner-of-war camps, Bob counted 2,003 ex-POWs 
returning to Foggia. And those were just the survivors.
 In July 1945, Gen. Rush was assigned back to the 
Pentagon to prepare for more air combat in the Pacifi c. 
Naturally, he took along his favorite navigator.
 “We were going to train on the B-29, but the bomb 
was dropped in August. Thank God, the war was over, 
because the Japs would have fought to the last man. It 

would have been terrible.”
 With the war over, Bob got assigned to the Penta-
gon, where he met his future wife, Beatrice, who was 
working for a senator from Wyoming.
 “I had already decided my future was in the Air 
Force and, thankfully, she agreed,” said Bob.
 In 1967, just one year before retiring, he came to 

Remembrances mark Memorial Day
 The nation will observe Memorial Day on Monday, 
May 26. Several years ago a White House commission 
urged people to observe a moment of silence at 3 p.m., 
in addition to other traditions on the day.
 Most federal, state and local government offi ces 
will be closed for the holiday, including Holmes Beach, 
Bradenton Beach and Anna Maria city halls. Banks and 
public schools also will close for the day.
 In Manatee County, a formal observance of Memo-
rial Day will take place at 9 a.m. May 26 with the laying 
of wreaths, a 21-gun salute and speeches at Veterans 
Memorial Park on the riverfront behind Manatee 
Memorial Hospital in Bradenton.
 Also, the American Legion Kirby Stewart Post 
24, 2000 75th Street W., Bradenton, will host a trib-
ute beginning at 1 p.m. that includes lunch and live 
music.
 Memorial Day originally was called Decoration 
Day and is a day of remembrance for those who have 
died in the nation’s service. President Lyndon Johnson 
declared Waterloo, N.Y., the birthplace of Memorial 
Day, but many believe the day originated in the South 
during the Civil War.
 The fi rst known proclamation for Memorial Day 
was issued May 5, 1868, by Gen. John Logan, national 
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic. The 
fi rst offi cial observance took place May 30, 1868, with 
the placing of fl owers on the graves of Union and Con-
federate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.
 Logan designated a day for “the purpose of strew-

ing with fl owers, or otherwise decorating the graves 
of comrades who died in defense of their country 
during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie 
in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard 

in the land. In this observance, no 
form of ceremony is prescribed, 

but posts and comrades will, 
in their own way, arrange 

such fi tting services and 
testimonials of respect 
as circumstances may 
permit.”

 The general also 
wrote, “It is the pur-
pose of the command-

er-in-chief to inaugurate 
this observance with the 

hope that it will be 
kept up from year 

to year, while a 
survivor of 
t h e  w a r 
remains to 

honor the 
memory of his departed 

comrades.”
 T h e  d a y originally was to 

honor the fallen fi ghters in the Civil War, but it has long 
since honored the dead of all the nation’s wars — 1.2 
million in the American Revolution, the Battle of 1812, 

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Holmes Beach to visit that same uncle who had lived 
in Hawaii.
 “We took one look at Holmes Beach and said, ‘This 
is the place. I had found paradise again.”
 In 1968, after Bob retired as a colonel, they pur-
chased a home on Key Royale and have lived there 
ever since. An avid golfer, Bob can often be found at 
the Key Royale Golf Club.
 “It was a great career. I enjoyed the service. I’d do 
it again if I could. I was just one of the lucky ones. I 
think back to all the things that could have happened 
to me, but didn’t, and I count my blessings. I did my 
duty and that’s saying a lot. All the guys did.”
 Bob Elliott. A proud member of the Greatest Gen-
eration.
 “The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Gen-
eration” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton and 
Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in the armed 
forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, Britain, Hol-
land, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, New Zealand, 
the Philippines, etc.) during World War II or the Korean 
War. We’d like to hear from you. Please call Rick Catlin 
at 941-778-7978.

the Indian Wars, the Mexican War, the Civil War, the 
Spanish-American War, World War I, World War II, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, Desert Storm and the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
 Islanders served in the campaigns of this and the 
last century. Papers collected in a white binder on a 
shelf at the Anna Maria Island Historical Society 
Museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, introduce the 
interested to the stories of doughboy Harry McCul-
lum who served in France during World War II; of Art 
Samson, who recalled the rockets fi ring overhead as he 
sailed to France in August 1945; of tank commander 
Henry Corsi, the only non-commissioned offi cer to 
attend the Nuremberg Trials.
 There are clips from the Stars and Stripes. There 
are snips of headlines and photographs — ranging from 
unidentifi ed troops to Adolf Hitler.
 The binder also contains recollections of Island 
life during war years, especially World War II, when 
what is now the Island Players theater housed the com-
munity hall. The building at Gulf and Pine in Anna 
Maria became a makeshift USO in the mid-1940s, 
where Islanders gathered to serve refreshments to the 
soldiers who served at the radar base on the Island’s 
north end.
 “There were about a dozen men at the base,” Lorna 
Schiek told an interviewer in the 1940s. “They lived in 
houses along Gulf Drive. Some were married and their 
wives were with them. Island residents would provide 
refreshments on weekends at the community hall.”
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD MAY 21 - MAY 27

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1.75 
LTR

$1399 1.75 
LTR$2299 

Bacardi RumGilbey’s Gin

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

AME MeNU
Monday, May 26

No School. 
Tuesday, May 27

Breakfast: Cereal, Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly 
Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Mini Corn Dog or Student-Planned Meal, 
Green Beans, Potato Smiles, Pineapple Tidbits

Wednesday, May 28
Breakfast:  “Jump Start” selections, Super Donut, 

Toast, Cereal
Lunch: Popcorn Chicken, Assorted Salads and 

Sandwiches, Chips, Oranges, Strawberry Cup
Thursday, May 29

Breakfast: Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets or Student-Planned Meal, 
Mixed Vegetables, Pears, “Happy Birthday” Des-

sert
Friday, May 30

Breakfast: Super Donut, Yogurt, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: French Toast Sticks or Student Planned 

Meal, Hashbrowns, Applesauce, Mixed Fruit��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

AME gardeners grow, dine with Beach Bistro

Hungry gardeners
Fourth-graders from Anna Maria Elementary School took over the dining room at the Beach Bistro for a lunch 
experience. On the menu: a full course meal — appetizers to dessert — created with items grown by fourth-
graders in the school’s edible garden. Islander Photo: Joan Sackett

By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria Elementary School fourth-graders 
recently enjoyed the “fruit of their labors” at a spe-
cial luncheon at the Beach Bistro in Holmes Beach.  
  During the school year, Joan Sackett, Marcia 
Brockway and Jackie Goen’s students have tended to 
an “edible garden” consisting of more than 15 herb 
varieties, tomatoes and eggplant grown in Earthboxes 
alongside the school’s cafeteria and picnic patio.
 Beach Bistro helped purchase Earthboxes, a special 
growing container, to startup the garden at the school 
last year. 
 Throughout the school year the restaurant helped 
sustain the fourth-grade garden by purchasing herbs to 
grow and use at the restaurant.
 With the help of master gardener Christine Cal-
lahan and representatives from the Manatee County 
Extension Service, the students continuously harvested 
a healthy crop.
 The year’s work culminated in a gourmet lunch 
prepared with herbs the students supplied by the Bistro 
staff. The menu featured basil and rosemary grilled 
chicken with chevre and chive mashed potatoes and 
zucchini boats fi lled with ratatouille, which was brim-
ming with student grown eggplant, zucchini and toma-
toes.

 But the meal began with cookies and ice cream — 
to “amuse” the palate. Known as an “amuse-bouche” 
the fi rst course is a French term meaning, literally, “to 
amuse the mouth,” explained Susan Timmons, wife of 
restaurant owner Sean Murphy. “With this course we 
try to serve something that will amuse, delight and sur-
prise the tastebuds.”
 Students were surprised to learn that herbs can be 

used to create sweet things, Timmons said. The home-
made ice cream was fl avored with fresh mint and the 
shortbread cookie made with fresh rosemary. 
 The meal ended with a Beach Bistro signature des-
sert, named for owners Sean Murphy and Susan Tim-
mons daughter, Alexandra, called praline Alexandra.
 “We have enjoyed this partnership and look forward 
to continuing it next school year,” said Timmons.

AME dates to remember
 The Anna Maria Elementary 2007-08 school calen-
dar is winding up, however, there are still opportunities 
for community involvement. 
 Following are some dates to remember:
 • 10 a.m., May 23, third-grade Keep Manatee Beau-
tiful fl ag-raising event.
 • May 26, school holiday.
 • 6:30 p.m., May 27, King Middle School open 
house for incoming sixth-graders.
 • 5-7 p.m., May 28, family dinner night by Lee Roy 
Selmon’s in the cafeteria.
 • 7 p.m., May 28, fi fth-grade presents “Cinderella” 
in the auditorium.

 • May 29, fi fth-grade trip to Busch Gardens.
 • May 30, early release.
 • May 30-June 1, Relay for Life AME Team event, 
Coquina Beach.
 • 9:45-10:25 a.m., June 2, third- and fourth-grade 
awards ceremonies.
 • 9 a.m., June 3, fi fth-grade awards ceremony. 
 • June 4, fi fth-grade vs. staff kickball game.
 • 6:30 p.m., June 5, family skate night at Florida 
Wheels. 
 • June 5, early release.
 • June 6, summer vacation begins.
 Yipee!

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm
FRESH MULLET T-SHIRTS! S,M,L,XL $10

FRESH MULLET SALE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 5-28-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

King Crabs are here 
for the summer!

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6
Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30

IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

 Watch dolphins play from our dining deck!

 New lunch special with complimentary 
cup of soup – starting at $9.98 

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad –for as little as $20.00!

Thursday, May 22
11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. 

Armands Key Chamber of Commerce holds a luncheon 
at Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar, 2001 Siesta 
Drive, Suite 101, Sarasota. Fee. Information: 941-383-
2466.

Friday, May 23
11 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. 

Armands Key Chamber of Commerce hosts its 20th 
annual golf tournament at the Longboat Key Club & 
Resort. Fee. Information: 941-383-2466.
 6:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, hosts family 
skate night in the gym. Fee. Information: 941-778-
1908.

Saturday, May 24
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island hosts a breakfast meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The scheduled speaker 
is Greg Witham, Manatee County Veteran of the Year. 
Information: 941-795-8697.

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Relay 
for Life campaign holds a yard sale at Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-518-4431.

Sunday, May 25
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. — The Bridge Street Merchants 

Association hosts a Memorial Day celebration on 
Bridge Street. Information: 941-720-3317 or visit www.
hbsma.com.

Monday, May 26
 Today many government offices are closed in 
observance of Memorial Day.

Tuesday, May 27
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets 

for lunch and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 
200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1880.

Wednesday, May 28
8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands 

Key Chamber of Commerce holds its breakfast meet-
ing at the chamber offi ce, 6960 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key. Information: 941-383-2466.
 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce holds a networking meeting at Island Chiroprac-
tic, 5917 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. Information: 
941-778-1541.

Ongoing: 
 • Through May, free yoga sessions will be con-

ducted on Saturdays at 8 a.m. on the beach near the 
Spruce Street entrance in Anna Maria. Information: 
941-778-4109 or evalena@yogasole.com.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch 
horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, offers a range of classes 
for adults and children Mondays through Saturdays. 
Fees. Information: 941-778-1908 or www.islandcom-
munitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the 
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., 
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to 
answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking 
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the Amer-
ican Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts 
dinners for the public. Fee. Information: 941-794-3489.

Coming up:
 • On May 31 and June 1, the Anna Maria Island 
Relay for Life benefi ting the local American Cancer 
Society takes place at Coquina Beach. Registration is 
under way. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On June 1, the 2008 hurricane season begins. Be 
prepared.
 • On June 8, Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquar-

ium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, hosts 
World Ocean Day Family Festival. Fee. Information: 
941-388-4441.
 • June 7-8, the eighth annual Island Blood Drive 
takes place at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. 
Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. The event benefi ts the 
Florida Blood Services, Anna Maria Island Commu-
nity Center, Anna Maria Island Privateers, Anna Maria 
Island Rotary Club, Wildlife Education Rehabilitation 
of Anna Maria and West Manatee Fire Rescue Volun-
teers. Information: 800-682-5663.

Save the date:
 • On June 15, Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquar-
ium Sarasota, hosts the Pirate Coast Dive Festival at 
Siesta Key Beach. Fee. Information: 941-388-4441.
 • On June 25, the Island Players summer theater 
classes begin 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesdays at the the-
ater. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On July 3, the BeachHouse Restaurant presents its 
annual fi reworks display. Information: 941-779-2222.
 • On July 19, the South Florida Museum celebrates 
the birthday of Snooty the Manatee. Information: 941-
746-4131.
 • On Aug. 15-17, the Island Players welcome the 
Welsh Players to the Island for a performance of “The 
Importance of Being Earnest.” Fee. Information: 941-
778-5755.

AME-PTO reschedules dinner and ‘Cinderella’
 The Anna Maria Elementary School Parent-
Teacher Organization will host a family dinner night 
sponsored by Lee Roy Selmon’s restaurant Wednes-
day, May 28, rescheduled from Tuesday, May 27.
 The menu includes a choice of barbecue chicken 
or pork ribs paired with coleslaw and baked beans.
 Dinner will be served from 5 to 7 p.m. in the 
school cafeteria. Meal tickets can be purchased prior 

to the dinner in the school administrative offi ce or 
at the event at a cost of $7 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren. Take-out orders will be accepted.
 Following dinner, the play “Cinderella” will be 
performed by AME fi fth-graders in the school audi-
torium.
 For more information, call the school adminis-
trative offi ce at 941-708-5525.

Kiwanis learn art 
appreciation
Art teacher Karen 
Ellsworth, the speaker 
at a recent meeting 
of the Anna Maria 
Island Kiwanis Club, 
stands with Larry 
Cory — and a draw-
ing Ellsworth made of 
him. The Kiwanis meet 
Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. 
at Cafe on the Beach 
in Holmes Beach. The 
May 24 speaker will 
be military veteran 
Greg Witham.
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Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 May 21 *12:06 2.7 *8:15 -0.3 — — — —
 May 22 *12:42 2.7 *8:56 -0.3 — — — —
 May 23 *1:23 2.6 *9:39 -0.2 — — — —
 May 24 *2:08 2.7 *10:25 -0.2 — — — —
 May 25 *2:59 2.4 *11:11 -0.1 — — — —
 May 26 6:57 1.5 9:36 1.4 4:01 2.2 11:57 0.0
 May 27 7:20 1.6 11:31 1.3 5:17 2.0 — —
 May 28 7:44 1.7 12:42 0.2 6:49 1.7 1:09 1.0

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Carnage from afar, wildfi re closer to home
 What in the world is happening to the world?
 First we had a tropical cyclone of Category 3 status 
that struck Myranmar. The devastation was, well, dev-
astating, with the American Red Cross estimating more 
than 130,000 people dead. There also is another storm 
churning off the coast and threatening the region.
 Then there was the earthquake in China. Some 
reports stated that the damage ranged through an area 
that could pretty much represent the contiguous 48 
states in the United States. Death toll to date is more 
than 30,000.
 Pictures and video footage of the China damage is 
mind boggling unless you consider some sort of atomic 
bomb. 
 Then there were tornados in the Midwest of the 
United States, fl ooding in Louisiana and Mississippi, 
and our own wildfi res.
 Fires in Florida have encompassed more than 
32,000 acres, demolished 20-or-so homes and damaged 
160, most in the eastern part of the state.
 A friend offered a suggestion regarding wildfi res. 
She said that back in the day when people wanted to 
live rural, they would clear-cut a big space and put in 
a house. 
 You’re got to remember that fi re is a natural part of 
the rural Florida environment. It causes a sort of cleans-
ing of the region. Some forest fi res are good. Burning of 
the brush is part of the ecosystem. But putting a house 
in the middle of the burn area in not natural and causes 
distress, obviously, to the homeowners. 
 What’s happening today, though, are people tuck-
ing their woodsy houses under and amid the woods. No 
clearing of the land. All natural. All fi re prone.
 The state of Florida has come up with a name for 
it all: wild land urban interface. West Manatee Fire and 
Rescue District Chief Andy Price said that the Florida 
Division of Forestry has augmented a program to try to 
get folks out in the wood to start to deal with the brush 
and trees around and over their homes to protect them 
from fi res.
 California, he said, has an aggressive program to 
deal with the matter. That state has lots of wildfi res 
every year.
 That state’s program calls for no vegetation to be 
planted within X-feet of a structure, has code enforce-
ment offi cers going out to check the distance, and levies 
hefty fi nes for violators of vegetation limits. 
 Good news locally is that Price said there are only 
a few houses in the district, which includes Anna Maria 
Island, Cortez and northwest Bradenton, that could 
have such a problem with fi re in the woods.

To the beach
 This note is a harbinger of something.
 Sarasota County commissioners have asked a con-
sultant to work out details of paid parking for all the 
beaches in that county. Fee rates discussed have been 
$2 per hour for the county’s nine beaches.

 A charge to park to go to the beach has been 
broached more times than memory serves in this region. 
Yes, it would provide revenue for beach enhancements. 
Yes, it would perhaps restrict some “undesirable” 
beachgoers.
 The fl ip is that a family will have access to public 
beaches somewhat limited due to the cost of one of the 
last free spaces around.
 Sarasota County will make a decision later this year 
on the matter. 

And then there are those crazy ants
 You got ants, I got ants, all God’s children got ants.

 Inside. Outside. All around the house.
 Welcome to Florida.
 But a swarm of what is called “crazy raspberry 
ants” have hit the Houston area of late.
 Good news is that the ants seem to love fi re ants 
and eat them big-time.
 Bad news is that, for reasons that scientists can’t 
seem to fi gure out, they are also attracted to electrics. 
 The ants, roughly the size of a fl ea, have swarmed 
over sewer plants, electrical connections in homes and 
are threatening NASA and airport facilities in the Hous-
ton area.

Sandscript factoid
 Chief Price mentioned that there is an interlocal 
agreement with all of the counties in Florida that is a 
basic “Help!” call when wildfi re run amok.
 WMFR has not been tapped for aid to quell the 
estimated 32,000 acres of fi re in the state, but Price 
said there are several fi refi ghters on the force that are 
trained for such action and are ready when needed.
 In the past, fi refi ghters here have gone to the west 
to assist in wildfi re fi ghting in states there.

Playing through
Anna Maria Pier, 6, takes a turn on the putting green during a grand opening at the Fish Hole on Bridge 
Street in Bradenton Beach. The 18-hole, par-43 course on Bridge Street opened in April but awaited May 17 to 
celebrate and welcome guests with the music of Roadblock, barbecue and numerous rounds of miniature golf. 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Tim Shaughnessy of 
Bradenton Beach 
attempts hole No. 18, 
the Swordfi sh, at the 
Fish Hole. The fi rst 
putt sent the ball into 
the water, but the 
second within inches of 
the cup.
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

Fishing great, fi shing lousy: you decide

Sarah Lynch from Montague, N.J., caught this big gag grouper on her fi rst fi shing trip with Capt. Larry 
McGuire of Show Me The Fish Charters. The fi sh was caught about 32 miles out in the Gulf of Mexico using 
live pinfi sh as bait. 

 It’s a mixed bag of reports for fi shing this week. 
Some locations are saying that everything is great while 
others lament the action.
 Nonetheless, there are good reports of trout in the 
bays, plus redfi sh, mangrove snapper and catch-and-
release snook in the backwaters.
 Winds appear to be somewhat hampering offshore 
action in the Gulf of Mexico, but grouper, snapper, 
amberjack and even some kingfi sh are being reported 
to have come onto the hook.
 Capt. Logan Bystrom said tarpon fi shing has been 
picking up in the passes, with a 200-pound silver king 
caught last Friday By Tommy Daniels. Snook have been 
caught and released under the mangroves on high tides 
in the backwater, and trout around the potholes in the 
seagrass fl ats. Capt. Logan also said that he’s catching 
lots of big redfi sh around the oyster beds in the bays.
 Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait and 
Tackle on Cortez Road said his offshore fi shing has 
been hampered by winds, but he’s still able to catch 
grouper, snapper, kingfi sh and Spanish mackerel.
 Capt. Mark Johnston of Annie’s said mangrove 
snapper fi shing inshore is as good as he can remember 
on the good tides. Trout fi shing is great, from the mouth 
of the Manatee River to southern Sarasota Bay, plus 
good action by Key Royale with some of the trout up 
to 22 inches in length. 

Capt Mark Howard of Sumotime Fishing Char-
ters said that fi shing around Anna Maria is excellent. 
“Trout have been very cooperative with catches up to 
24 inches, redfi sh are in the potholes close to shorelines 
with catches to 10 pounds, and catch-and-release snook 
are in a feeding frenzy.” He added that big tides this 
week should provide some  Snook are on a tear and 
feeding heavily. He added that with big tides this week,  
“fi shing will be at its apex.”

Greg Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at 
Catchers Marina in Holmes Beach said he’s hearing 
good reports of trout, redfi sh and snook, plus some 
tarpon near the passes and off the beaches of the Island. 
Offshore action includes continued good catches of 
grouper and snapper offshore, as well as permit and 
some lingering kingfi sh.

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said anglers there 
are catching snapper, pompano, redfi sh, blue runners 
and jacks. He’s seeing some tarpon, and caught one on 
8-pound-test line last week. It jumped once before it 
broke the too-light line. He did offer some off-news, 
though: “Fishing is the worst I’ve seen in 35 years. It’s 
lousy.”

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said fi shing is great offshore of Anna Maria 
Island. “Grouper has gone wild with red grouper up 
to 28 pounds and some big gag grouper. Our parties 
are also catching big permit, mangrove snapper, catch-
and-release American red snapper, all the big amber-
jack you can handle, blacktip shark and barracuda.We 
are using a variety of live, cut and artifi cial bait.” He 
added that the best grouper action is out past 100 feet 
in the Gulf. He’s also catching some tarpon around 
the beaches, as well as Spanish mackerel and a few 
kingfi sh.  
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Megan Jackson, left, and Joann Fumerelle caught these fi sh 28 miles offshore in the Gulf of Mexico in 110 feet 
of water with Capt. Anthony Manali on board the Legmakr Fishing Team. The catch was made in two hours, 
and the shark on the left was a 5 1/2 foot blacktip that took Megan 45 minutes to land.
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Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Investor’s Opportunity! 3BR/2BA 
Family Room, Lanai, West Bradenton. 

Apply TLC and rent! 
$169,900 $161,900

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2-3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $169,312.

Mariner’s Cove Irreplaceable Full 
Bay Views. 35’ boatslip. 2,208sf 

Tastefully Updated 3BR/2BA Turnkey! 
$643,401

$162,900

Sold! New 3BR 2BA in Cape Coral $159,990

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Kathy Caserta 
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(941) 778-6696 Offi ce 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 704-2023 Cellemail: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

920 Waterside Lane, Bradenton

2BR/2BA furnished villa.  2BR/2BA, 
water views, 1132 sf, 24-hr guard 
gate,  heated pool .   $299,000  
ML#569870

Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach FL 34217
941 778-7978 • email: news@islander.org

In fact, we’re global times 1,400 plus! More than 
1,400 PAID subscribers receive The Islander out of 

town, out of state and out of the United States. We 
go to Alaska, England, Germany, Canada, Hawaii and nearly all 
points in between. These news-hungry subscribers can’t wait to 
get their hands on “the best news on Anna Maria Island.”

We’re Totally Global!

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
 ITEMS FOR SALE

STORE FIXTURES  including display case, clothes 
rack, loveseat, hutch, and more than 100 pieces of 
glass shelving and brackets. 941-795-1115. Leave 
message if no answer.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

SEVEN-PIECE RATTAN living room furniture, excel-
lent condition, $600. Call 941-526-7500.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

RELAY FOR LIFE yard sale: 8 a.m.-noon, Saturday, 
May 24, Gloria de Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

HUGE YARD SALE at Fire House, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Saturday, May 24 and Sunday, May 25, 201 Second 
St. N., Bradenton Beach.

CONSIGNMENT FURNISHINGS: NOW accepting 
quality home furnishings and women’s jewelry and 
accessories.  611 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton. 941-
749-1166.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST DIGITAL CAMERA. North end of the Island 
near Bean Point. Reward. Call 909-844-7806.

LOST: GREEN PARROT with black face, Nanday 
Conure. Very friendly. 813-453-4789.

FOUND NECKLACE ON Manatee Beach, call 941-
792-5081 to identify.

LOST GARMIN 498c Chartplotter / Fish Finder. 
Somewhere along Palm Drive between 75th Street 
and Catchers Marina. Reward. Call 321-427-4646.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE: The deadline for clas-
sifi ed advertising to appear in the May 28 edition of 
The Islander is 2 p.m. Friday, May 23. classifi eds@
islander.org, 941-778-7978. 

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

FREE: READY FOR a loving home. Two kittens and 
two young cats. All female, spayed and up-to date 
shots. Call 941-778-8586.

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

2000 LAND ROVER SE7, 117,000 miles, excellent 
condition, fully loaded. $6,200.00, 941-928-8735.

BOATS & BOATING

BOAT LIFT NORTH end Anna Maria for rent. Easy 
access to bay and Gulf. 941-778-2778.

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfi sh, Laser, Zuma 
and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

2004 CHAPARRAL 280 SSI, twin 5.76 diesel 
engines with 90 hours. All available options, includ-
ing windlass custom anchor, refrigeration, head, 
sink, extended swim platform, transom, shower, 
very high frequency radio, Garmin GPS, fl ush kits, 
etc. $55,000, or best offer, 941-778-3416.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS: The best news in 
town and the best results from classifi ed ads 
and service advertising!

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought at Ooh La La! 
Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 p.m., 5406 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

CHURCH CUSTODIAN RESPONSIBLE for all cus-
todial duties, including cleanliness and maintenance 
of buildings and properties, operating and main-
taining van, set up for special events, and other 
assignments as needed. Perform minor repairs and 
schedule other repairs with vendors. Must work as 
a team member with staff and as a leader of volun-
teers. Audio-visual skills required. Non-smoker. Valid 
Florida driver’s license. Prior custodial experience 
preferred. Salaried position with vacation benefi ts. 
Hours 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday. Please, send 
resume to Custodian Search Committee, PO Box 
247, Anna Maria FL 34216.

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FOR small business. 
Knowledgeable in all offi ce functions and Adobe 
systems. Salary based on abilities and desire. Work 
on the island, fl exible hours. Call for interview, 941-
778-1057.

PROFESSIONAL CLEANERS WANTED for Island 
rental units. Call 941-301-1183 or 941-778-3116.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

FLORIST SHOP: PROFITABLE, established busi-
ness and attached 4BR pool home near beach. 
Work at home and live in luxury for $999,000. Busi-
ness also available separately. Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

LAUNDROMAT FOR IMMEDIATE sale. Island loca-
tion, priced to sell. Call 941-526-7500. 

KIDS4HIRE

ISLAND TUTORING. Manatee High School fresh-
man Chris Perez tutors elementary or middle school 
children. Call 941-778-2979.
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Islander in Major League Baseball debut against Rays

Holmes Beach resident Chris Perez delivers a pitch 
for his Miami Hurricanes college team. Perez now 
is delivering pitches for Major League Baseball with 
the St. Louis Cardinals. Islander Photo: Courtesy 
University of Miami.

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach resident Tim Perez spends a lot of 
time online reading up on the goings on and happenings 
of Major League Baseball, in particular, the St. Louis 
Cardinals and their AAA affi liate, the Memphis Red 
Dogs. 
 Perez’ son Chris was a member of the Red Dogs, 
so when Tim Perez read about Cardinal pitcher Jason 
Isringhausen being placed on the disabled list, he 
thought his son might get called up to the big-league 
club. He proved himself prophetic when Perez got 
called up on May 15 in time to be in the Cardinal bull-
pen as the Tampa Bay Rays come into town for inter-
league play.
 Chris Perez was drafted as a closer, or late-in-
ning relief specialist — a 2006 fi rst-round pick out 
of Miami. His fi rst season was spent in A-ball with a 
Quad Cities team in the Midwestern League where he 
posted a 2-0 record and 12 saves, including 32 strike-
outs in 29 innings of work.
 Chris was then promoted to AA Springfi eld of the 
Texas League and put up good numbers with a 2-0 
record, 62 strikeouts and an incredible 27 consecutive 
saves. That earned him a promotion to AAA Memphis, 
where he fi nished the 2007 season with nine saves.
 He was impressive in spring training, but got sent 
back down to Memphis, where he posted eight saves 
and a 2.04 ERA before getting the callup to the Car-
dinals.
 On May 16, Perez made his MLB debut in the sev-
enth inning with his family in the stands. He did not 
disappoint. He faced four Tampa Bay Rays’ batters and 
struck out one in a scoreless appearance that will have 
St. Louis fans clamoring for him to assume the closer’s 
role. The stadium radar gun clocked one of his pitches 
at 100 mph.
 Dad commented on his son’s long road to the 
majors. “It’s surreal. I still don’t believe this is really 
happening. Chris told me a long time ago that he was 
going to play in the majors, but as a Little League 
dad, you’re just wanting your kid to play and have 
fun. I was satisfi ed when he earned a college schol-
arship to play baseball, but to now be able to watch 
him play baseball for the Cardinals is just unbeliev-
able.”
 Congratulations to Chris and his family.

Flag football carries on
  The 8-9 division and the 13-16 division of the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center fl ag football league 

are being dominated by Buccaneers — the Ross Built 
Bucs are 6-0 in 8-9, while AMI Video Bucs are 5-0 
in 13-16 division. The 10-12 division has three teams 
vying for fi rst place. Mr. Bone’s Steelers currently is 
on top by one game with a 4-1 record. Close behind are 
the Americo Cowboys and Galati Marine Chiefs with 
3-2 records.
 The playoffs are approaching so stay tuned.
 On May 17, Ross Built Bucs topped the Sparks 
Seahawks 33- 0 as Jake and Andrew Ross each scored 
a pair of touchdowns. Ross Built also received a TD 
from Ben Connors and an extra point from Chris Pen-
newill as they remained undefeated on the season.
 On May 17, Mr. Bones edged Americo Title by 
one TD and a score of 24-18 in 10-12 division action. 
Morgan Hackworth led the charge with two touchdowns 
while teammates Connor Field and Michael Garza each 

added one.
 The Cowboys received one touchdown apiece from 
Travis Belsito, Austin Marrow and Logan Reiber in the 
loss.
 In action May 17, Chris Galati scored 39 points 
on fi ve offensive touchdowns and a defensive score 
in addition to a two-point and one-point conversion 
to lead the Chiefs over the Browns 55-19 in 10-12 
division action. Seth Walters added an offensive 
score while Anna Maria Galati notched a defensive 
score.
 Luke Shackleford paced the Browns with two TDs, 
while Philip Dudevoire scored one in the loss.
 On May 17, Kyle Aritt and Blake Rivers scored 
two touchdowns apiece to lead the Bills 31-21 past the 
Falcons in 13-16 division action. Wyatt Hoffman added 
a defensive score for the Bills, which also received an 
extra point from Zach Evans in the victory.
 The Falcons were paced by Christian Hightower, 
who had two defensive TDs and an offensive touch-
down. Patrick Facheris added a two-point conversion 
while Emma Barlow notched a one-point conversion 
in the loss.
 In other action, Sparks Seahawks its fi rst game of 
the season on May 15 in 8-9 division against LPAC 
Eagles 14-6, thanks to a two-touchdown performance 
from Michael Latimer. Latimer also added a two-point 
conversion for Sparks. Gavin Sentmen scored the lone 
touchdown for the Eagles in the loss.
 On May 12, Austin Marrow scored three offensive 
touchdowns and Denver Hardy added two TDs and a 
two-point conversion to lead the Americo Cowboys 
past the Mike Norman Browns 51-14 in 10-12 divi-
sion action. Travis Belsito and Keegan Murphy each 
added touchdowns, while Zach Stewart added a pair of 
two-point conversions and one extra point. The Browns 
were led by Luke Shackleford, who fi nished with two 
touchdowns in the loss.
 May 12 saw the AMI Video Bucs roll over the 
Island Animal Clinic Falcons 58-14 as Tommy Price 
scored two offensive touchdowns and added one defen-
sive score to help the Bucs to an easy win in the 13-16 
division. Price had plenty of help as Mackenzie Kos-
feld and Brandon Gengler each added a pair of TDs. 
Kyle Parsons chipped in with a defensive score for the 
undefeated Bucs.
 Chandler Hardy and Christian Hightower each 
scored one TD to lead the Falcons, who also received 
an extra point from Trevor Bystrom and Hardy in the 
loss.

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, PAGE 30
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

CHOICE PROPERTIES!
Unique 3BR/2BA home in quaint ROR district.  
Ideal to include a small business while you enjoy a 
quiet lifestyle.  $799,900.

Beautiful custom designed 3BR/2BA home 
only 450 ft. to great beach.  All amenities, great 
craftsmanship, elevator.  Beautifully maintained, 
ready for occupancy.  $1,295,000.

Duplex-zoned lot includes small older home.  
Refurbished and add on a second unit or reinvent to 
a new duplex.  Attractive spot.  $429,000.

Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA 
with two-car garage.  Enjoy tenent income while 
preparing for you move into this home.  $489,500.

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

j
Just 

visiting
paradise?
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Sign up for Wiffl e ball ongoing
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center is host-
ing an indoor Wiffl e ball tournament June 7-13 for play-
ers ages 7-17 competing in groups for ages 7-8, 9-10, 
11-12, 13-15 and 16-17. The registration fee is $100 for 
teams which must have a minimum of six, maximum 
of 12 players. Deadline to register teams is May 31 and 
there will be a mandatory coaches meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
June 2. 
 For more information, contact Center athletic direc-
tor Andy Jonatzke at 778-1908, ext. 9205.

And volleyball debuts
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center will 
begin its inaugural volleyball program this week, offer-
ing instruction in two groups, ages 8-13 and 14-17, and 
will be run by coach Ted Rigo.
 Cost for the volleyball program is $50 for Center 

Sp football cut 5-21 bj

Jake Ross, left, of the Ross Built Bucs, takes 

the football to goal as Sparks Seahawks 
Tyler Yvalar pursues along with teammates, Jack 
XX, coming in from the right and Sophie Bernet, 
rear, racing to get in the NFL Flag Football action. 
Islander Photo: Lee Ross

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

members and $65 for non-members. The program gets 
started for the 8-13 age group at 6 p.m. and at 7:30 p.m. 
for the 14-17 group on Wednesday, May 21.
 To register or for more information, contact Center 
athletic director Andy Jonatzke at 778-1908, ext. 
9205.

Horseshoe news
 Steve Doyle teamed up with Norm Good to post 
the only perfect pool-play record to win the May 14 
horseshoe competition at the Anna Maria City Hall 
pits. Debbie Rhodes threw the decisive ringer as she 
and Sam Samuels captured the ensuing second-place 
playoff by edging Ron Pepka and Tom Rhodes 23-20.
 Ten teams were whittled down to two after May 10 
pool play. Steve Doyle and Jerry Bennett rolled past 
Norm Good and Bill Bartlett by a 21-5 score to earn 
the day’s bragging rights.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

AMICC Flag Football standings 
(as of May 8)

AMICC Flag Football schedule 
(all games at Birdie Tebbetts/Holmes Beach fi eld)

Key Royale golf news
 The men of the Key Royale Club played an 18-hole, 
better-ball-of-partners game May 14 with the team of 
Charlie Knopp and Gordon McKinna topping the fi eld 
with a 9-under-par 55. That was two shots better than 
second-place fi nishers Bob Kral and Vince Mercadante. 
Third place went to the team of Jim MacVicar and 
Pieter Thomassen with a 58.
 The men’s nine-hole game on May 12 was a two-
best-balls-of-foursome game that produced a pair of 
8-under-par scores to tie for fi rst place. Earl Huntzinger, 
Vince Mercadante, John Heiselman and Gary Harris 
matched the 56 carded by Ralph Bassett, Austin Rice, 
Bob King and Dave Kruger. Second place went to the 
team of Earl Ritchie, Tom Nelson, Jim Thorton and 
Peter Proxy.
 The ladies teamed up with the men on May 9 for 
a low-net-of-foursome game. First place went to the 
team of Frankie Smith-Williams, Rose Slomba, Gordon 
McKinna and Jim Finn with a 135 score. Four shots 
back in second place was the team of Jane Winegarden, 
Terry Westby, Earl Huntizinger and Don Ledford.

8-9 division
Team  Won Loss
Ross Built Buc 6  0
LPAC Eagles 3  3
Sparks Seahawks 1  6

10-12 division
Americo Cowboys 3  2
Bones Steelers 4  1
Galati Chiefs 3  2
Norman Browns 0  5

13-16 division
Video Bucs  5  0
Pine Ave. Bills 2  3
IAC Falcons 1  5

5-7 age division
6 p.m. May 27 Dips vs. Walter & Assoc. 

8-9 age division
6 p.m. May 22 LPAC vs. Sparks 
4 p.m. May 27 LPAC vs. Ross 

10-12 age division
7 p.m. May 21 Americo vs. M. Norman 
7 p.m. May 22 Mr. Bones vs. Galati 
6 p.m. May 26 Americo vs. Bones 

13-16 age division
7 p.m. May 26 Pine Ave. vs. AMI Video 
7 p.m. May 27 Pine Ave. vs. Animal Clinic

Jake Ross, left, of the Ross Built Bucs, takes the football to goal as Sparks Seahawks Tyler Yvalar pursues Jack 
Coleman along with teammates, Jack XX, coming in from the right and Sophie Bernet, rear, racing to get in the 
NFL Flag Football action. Islander Photo: Lee Ross

Andrew Ross 
races down 
the fi eld for 
a touchdown 
for his Ross 
Built Bucca-
neers during 
fl ag football 
action at the 
Holmes Beach 
fi eld. Islander 
Photo: Lee 
Ross

Anna Maria Island Little 
League schedule

Juniors
10 a.m. May 24 JR1 vs. Islanders 
   @ Birdie Tebbetts Field

Majors
AA
6:30 p.m. May 21 Florida Eye Tours vs. LPAC
7 p.m. May 23 Florida Eye Tours vs. Amer-
ico Title
11 a.m. May 24 LPAC vs. Americo Title

T-ball
5:30 p.m. May 21 HB Auto vs. M. Stanley
5:30 p.m. May 23 Fitness vs. HB Auto 
9:30 a.m. May 23 Fitness vs. M. Stanley

✪ NOTICE – EARLY DEADLINE ✪ NOTICE – EARLY DEADLINE ✪   

EARLY CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: 

2 PM FRIDAY • May 23
   for ads that will appear in the May 28 edition of

Our offi ce will be closed Monday, May 26, in observance 

of Memorial Day. We wish y’all a fun and safe holiday!
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS Now available, several 1/2BR units, 
bayfront, pool side and other views. Some updated, phone for 
details. Park-like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On-site 
rentals. Priced $229,000-$449,000. 941-778-2246.

GREAT POSSIBILITIES! This 4BR/4BA is ready for creative owner 
to renovate, leave as is or build dream home on large lot. Tropical 
setting with caged pool. Cathy C. Meldahl,P.A. or Harry Christensen, 
941-383-5577. #371097. $850,000.

A TROPICAL PARADISE!  Priced to sell. 3BR canalfront home 
on a private road. Extra large screen porch with hot tub. Near 
private beach access.  Virtual tour: www.pix360.com/pix360.
html?mls=373455  Cathy C. Meldahl P.A. or Susan Smith, 941-
383-5577. #373455. $749,900

WATERFRONT 4BD/3BA on 1.2 acres of privacy! Pond with man 
made beach, Tiki hut and fi re pit. Deep-water dock to service a 
70-foot vessel, lift, double Jet Ski dock. Mile from Gulf beaches. 
Jennifer Summeralls 941-322-1661. #572746. $1,499,000.

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA residence on deep-water canal with 
short walk to beach. Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, newer 
master suite, and large covered porch and 21x17 workshop. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #572802. $749,000.

REDUCED! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build 
your dream home here. Walk the sugar-white 
sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, see 
the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! 
Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. 
#504998. $1,199,000.

POPULAR COURTYARD MODEL with separate guest suite. 4BR/4BA 
waterfall, pool, gourmet kitchen. Floor plan great for entertaining. 
Under construction, fi nishing touches needed. Mary Schmidt, 
941-761-3100. #575530. $799,000.

LARGE LONGBOAT KEY bayfront property. Private enclave of 
Hideaway Bay. Come build your dream home. Community tennis 
courts AND beach access nearby. Cathy C. Meldahl P.A. 941-383-
5577. #380834. $1,799,000.

BUILDABLE LOT on Gulf Drive across from the beach. Guaranteed 
Gulf view. Across from Katie Peirola Sunset Park. Zoned for multi-
family. David Eckel, 941-727-2800. #575439. $990,000.

Island Vacation and Annual
Rentals Available!  

Contact us!

GORGEOUS BAYFRONT HOME with private 
dock and lift. Updated wood fl oors, granite, 
stainless steel appliances. Large master  with 
jacuzzi tub and balcony. Expansive bay and Gulf 
views. Room for pool. Two-car garage and 
workshop. Block to beach. Owner fi nancing. 
With 20 percent down. Deborah Thrasher, 
941-518-7738. #577138. $1,450,000.

KEY ROYALE  BEAUTIFUL corner lot with 
large boat basin. Completely updated 2BR/2BA 
home with heated pool. New kitchen with 
cherry cabinets and Corian countertops, 
marble fl oors. Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-
2246. #573998. $855,000.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT well-
maintained 3BR/2BA canalfront residence 
with open fl oor plan, private setting with 
new dock, paver-brick patio and drive and 
excellent Island location. Dave Moynihan, 
941-720-0089. #564733. $499,000

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few hundered 
yards from Gulf. Beautiful street and beach 
access. Build two homes or remodel cottage 
and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #573537. $849,000.

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT Panoramic 
views from this charming 2BR residence with 
southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk 
to beach. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#566887. $1,185,000.

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

Dennis Girard, Realtor, 941-809-0041

Joanne Zimmerman, Realtor, 941-228-3769

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

2201 G GGGGuuuuluuu f DrDrDrDrDrDDrrriviviviviviviviivvveeeeeee eeee NNNNNNNNNNNN.N.NNNNNNNNNNNN.N.NNNN , BBBBBrBrBrBrBrB adennnnnnnnnntooooon BBBBeaccch h h 

Dennis Girard RRRRRRealtor 941 809 000 41

Fractional Ownership 

Starting at

$48,000 

KIDS4HIRE Continued

CALL ALEXANDRA, 15, for babysitting or odd-jobs. 
Red Cross certifi ed in fi rst aid and babysitting. 941-
778-5352

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953. 

EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE: The deadline for clas-
sifi ed advertising to appear in the May 28 edition of 
The Islander is 2 p.m. Friday, May 23. classifi eds@
islander.org, 941-778-7978.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING, wash away 
mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

SERVICES Continued

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

WILL HOUSE SIT/pet sit for free to be near beaches. 
Retired, local repeat references. 770-832-7319, 
678-988-4041, or ewingwt@earthlink.net.

COMPUTER GOT YOU down? Got a virus? Need 
wireless, network setup? Web site? Need help? Call 
JC, 941-484-7487.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs cov-
ered! Print work: logos brochures, brand identity. Web 
design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon at Smashcat 
Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-0192. 

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

SERVICES Continued

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244. 

HOUSE CLEANING BY Laura. Excellent references. 
Monday-Friday. $16/hour. Call 941-539-6891. 

PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINING: Private studio, 
certifi ed trainer, 16 years experience. Specializing in 
sport-specifi c training, improving balance, strength, 
and stamina. Toni Lyon, 941-928-8735.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.
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ANSWERS TO MAY 21 PUZZLE

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Marlowe, 
a 9-week-old 
male lab puppy 
with six brothers. 
$100. Call Julie 
at SunCoast Real 
Estate, 941-779-
0202, or for more 
animals, Manatee 

Humane Society, 941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

St
at

e 
Li
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ns

e 
# 

- S
CC

13
11

49
99

5

“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

 MANGROVE TRIMMING 

DOCK & DREDGE PERMITTING 

SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT

Call 941-722-0901 
1523 8th Ave. W., Suite B Palmetto, FL www.Ecoconsultants.net

D

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Save Your Sea Wall 
with 

INJECTEC 
Our Polyurethane Foam 
• Stabilizes Soil 
• Seals Leaks 
• Stops Gushing Water
• Prevents Erosion 
• Environmentally Friendly 

Insured 

10 Years 
Experience 

 Environment

1
EEEEEEEEx

Call for FREE 
consultation 

941.526.9425

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Full Service Lawn Care & More 
Providing Quality and Dependable Service Since 1987 

Commercial • Residential • Condominiums & 
Apartment Complexes • Shopping Centers • 

Trimming • Clean-Ups • Dumpsters
 

Free Estimates 
941-798-9025 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

J&M
Tree Service

Trimming • Topping • Removal • Stump grinding

941-527-7020
affordable • free estimates • insured

MENTION THIS AD, 
GET 10% OFF!

FREE
MULCH

DRS
DRS 
CONSTRUCTION 
INC

941-798-3112

8008 SECOND AVE. W. • BRADENTON FL 34209

DAVID 
SPICER

STATE CERTIFIED 
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

CBC 059098

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residen-
tial and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-
9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

RAINMAKER IRRIGATION SERVICE and repair. 
Keep your lawn green. Special summer rates. 941-
518-3362 or 941-792-8307.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile sup-
plied and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, 
reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-
3077.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS! Do you need qual-
ity services for your home? Free estimates. 941- 
580- 3312.
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LIC# CBC1253145
SINCE 1949Jack Emory

705-0913
Ted Geeraerts

730-5045

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
Kitchens • Baths • Room Additions

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M

A
#0

01
75

50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 words: $40. Box: $4. 
(Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) ______________   __________   __________   __________    or TFN start date: ____________________

Amt. pd _____________________ Date ________________  Ck. No.❏  ____________ Cash ❏ __________  By ____________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________________________

Name shown on card: _______________________________________________________card exp. date _________ / _______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill _________________________________Billing address zip code ______________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

PETER’S HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Home Repair
(Handyman Service)
• Soffit & Fascia
•Painting - Interior
& Exterior
• Ceiling Fans

• House Watching/
  Property Management
• Cleaning (Maid)
  Services
  …and everything 
  in between

Licensed and Insured
No Job is Too Small 941.524.4568

www.phs-bradenton.com

We speak Dutch and 
German too!

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com
941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

BOB HEFFNER CONSTRUCTION Inc. State certi-
fi ed building contractor. Residential repairs, remod-
eling and new construction. No job too big or too 
small. 941-266-7500. License #CBC034351. 

ONE MAN A PRESSURE washer. Make your weath-
ered wood dock, boat dock, aluminum or driveway 
look like new! Call 941-778-2081 for free quote and 
demo.

CLEANING FAIRIES: LONG-time resident, weekly, 
biweekly, reasonable rates and attention detail. Free 
estimates. 941-778-5717.

PARRISH PLUMBING: FULL service plumbers. 
Licensed and insured. 941-803-4202. Visit us at 
www.parrishplumbing.com.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex 
in Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block 
to beach. $875/month. Pets considered. 941-725-
2549.

WATERFRONT ON PALMA Sola canal with boat 
slip. 2BR/2BA condo with laundry, heated pool, 
cable, renovated. Annual $950/month. Indoor cats 
possible. Must see. 941-720-7519.

NEW FURNISHED 1BR/1BA annual at Sunny 
Shores. Mile from Anna Maria Island, marina, 
on Intracoastal Waterway. $700/month. 941-224-
6521.

ANNUAL FABULOUS VIEW bayfront. 2BR/2BA 
villa, unfurnished. Available now. Water included, 
$1,000/month. 941-224-6521.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA, second-fl oor, corner condo. 
Views of Skyway Bridge. $1,100/month for six 
months. 941-778-9710.

RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com. 

EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE: The deadline for clas-
sifi ed advertising to appear in the May 28 edition of 
The Islander is 2 p.m. Friday, May 23. classifi eds@
islander.org, 941-778-7978.

2BR/2BA ANNUAL Bradenton Beach elevated 
duplex. Garage plus covered parking. Nonsmok-
ing, small pets considered. Close to beach. $950/
month. 480-586-4074.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA redecorated. Annual, 
$750/month, furnished. Most utilities paid. Call 941-
758-9133.

1BR APARTMENT Avenue E, Holmes Beach. Com-
pletely remodeled. Steps to beach. Mature, profes-
sional, non-smoker. First, last and security. $800/
month, including utilities. 941-779-0470.

NEW OWNERSHIP: 1BR/1BA apartments, half 
block from water. Available now and on the fi rst. 
3611 117th Street W. Call Pat McClary, 941-920-
6637. www.fl oridarealestateteam.com.

HOLMES BEACH GULFFRONT quaint 2BR/1BA 
ground level. Breathtaking sunsets, walk to restau-
rants, shops, grocery, trolley. January-April $3,000/
month; May-December $2,200/month. Call for 
weekly rates, 813-264-0639 or 813-728-2590.

9604 CORTEZ ROAD West, 2BR/2BA condo with 
boat slip. Less than two miles from the Island. 
Tennis, heated pool, billiards, fi tness center, game 
room. Lease or purchase. Call 941-720-3022.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large duplex unit, 
2BR/2BA, den, hookups, central air conditioner, 
$975/month, $1,000 security. 941-962-5827. 

WANTED ANNA MARIA Island Gulffront furnished 
condo, home or apartment. Retired couple will rent by 
week, month or season. Mail full description to Car-
penter, 33 Springfi eld Court, St. Louis MO 63122.

ANNUAL DUPLEX 3BR/2BA, washer/dryer hookup, 
$900/month. 2BR/2BA triplex, $725. 1BR/1BA, $700. 
No Pets. Dolores M. Baker Realty, 941-778-7500.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental, 2BR/2BA, ele-
vated duplex with covered parking, washer/dryer 
hookup, covered porch, open deck, near beach, 
$1100/month. 941-713-3214.

ANNUAL GULFFRONT 5400 Condo, 1BR/1BA with 
sunroom, $975/month. Annual 2BR/1BA half duplex on 
61st Street, $975 plus utilities. Annual furnished Bayou 
condo 2BR/1BA, $1100 plus FPL. Annual Key Royale 
2BR/2BA with garage, $1300/month plus utilities. Call 
Sue at An Island Place Realty, 941-779-9320.
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $469,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA, or 
1BR/2BA plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, 
workshop, carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, fl ow-
ers and privacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum 
roof. Handyman special. $629,000. 941-778-9217.

REDUCED PRICE! MOBILE home with land. 8x28, 
fully restored inside. 10x20 enclosed addition, drive-
way. Located in Paradise Bay, low monthly mainte-
nance fee. $50,000. 941-447-9852. 

REAL ESTATE Continued

FOR SALE BY owner, single-family Island home. 
2BR/1BA, garage and fenced yard. Block off the 
beach. Recent remodel. $399,000. 941-795-8979.

BIG REDUCTIONS IN price. Canal house. Gulfview 
condo. Direct Gulffront condo. 941-779-1013.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

FOR SALE BY owner: canal lot in Holmes Beach with 
3/BR house. Live in, rent, add on or tear down. Reduced 
32 percent, asking $495,000. 941-778-5112.

EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE: The deadline for clas-
sifi ed advertising to appear in the May 28 edition of 
The Islander is 2 p.m. Friday, May 23. classifi eds@
islander.org, 941-778-7978.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 football fi eld-
sized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month! 
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sun-
siteslandrush.com.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

GRAND OPENING SALE! Saturday, May 31st! 
one-plus acre lake access, just $29,900. Includes 
free boat slips! On 160,000 acre recreational lake 
in Kentucky. Save $5,000 guaranteed! Prime dock-
able lakefront available. Lowest fi nancing in 25 plus 
years. Be fi rst to see! Call now 800-704-3154, ext. 
1825.

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS: two-plus acres 
with great view, very private, big trees, waterfalls 
and large public lake nearby $49,500. Call now, 
866-789-8535.

LAKEFRONT SALE! 3.5 acres $49,900. New to 
market. Gently sloping lakefront estate on private 
bass lake. Gorgeous unspoiled setting, no crowds, 
no noise. For the discriminating buyer. Must see. 
Excellent low-rate financing. Call now 888-792-
5253, ext.1850.

EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE: The deadline for clas-
sifi ed advertising to appear in the May 28 edition of 
The Islander is 2 p.m. Friday, May 23. classifi eds@
islander.org, 941-778-7978

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
a
p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE 
REPUTATION

RESULTS

HERON’S WATCH 10 Min. to beachs. 3/2, 2 car garage. 4.5 yrs old. fenced, 
room for pool.  $259,000. 

HERON’S WATCH 3/2 waterfront,  large lot, lush landscape, upgrades, 
          room for pool. $299,900.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $239,000.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 
2BR/2BA, two-car garage, updated. $185,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5BR/3BA Pristine Palma Sola. 2,875 sf. Many extras. $699,000. 
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2BR/1.5 BA 304 58th St. HB

ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.
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546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.302.3100

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Personalized Approach to Ensure Maximum Value

941.302.3100 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

83 North Shore Drive
Beautiful cape cod-style 4BR/2.5BA with pool. In the 
heart of Old Town Anna Maria. Lovely bright open plan. 
Walk to shops, beach and restaurants. Move-in ready!

PENDING $799,000

105 81st St. 
Huge price reduction on this duplex! 3BR/2BA and 
2BR/2BA with adorable tiki hut. Great rental only 2nd 
house to Gulf beach! Rentals in place. Lovingly main-
tained by owners. Bring offers! 

Bring offers!

200 S Gulf Drive 
6 3 units left! Bank-owned foreclosure! Beachfront 
condos with granite and 10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for 
details. These won’t last at current pricing.

$825,000

Palm Isle Village 3208 6th Ave
Adorable beach cottages – 300 ft to beach! This 
one pending! Call about remaining cottages.  Rental 
program in place to offset cost.  

PENDING $525,000

909 North Shore Dr
Bay front with beach!  Amazing views from this 3br/3ba 
courtyard home.  Beautifully done to maximize views.  
Granite and wood cabinetry throughout.  Bayfront patio 
leads to the beach.  

$1,590,000

2500 Gulf Drive
Builder short sale! Bring offers! Two new Gulffront town 
homes, beautifully fi nished and furnished. Closed garage 
and pool. Good rentals. Buyer choice. 

$1,199,000.

9308 Gulf Dr
 Adorable beach house in heart of Anna Maria and block 
beach! Key West style, 2300 sq ft and built in 02’. Beauti-
ful hardwood fl oors, open plan with wonderful wrap 
around porches. 

$799,900

4911 Gulf Dr
Hidden retreat! Exquisite views from this 4br/3ba plus 
bonus and 3 car garage.  Large dock with 20,000lb lift on 
deep water. Lagoon pool and landscaped yard is enchant-
ing. Come be surprised! 

$1,199,000

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

6404 Gulf Dr
Gulffront luxury at it’s fi nest! L’Plage is the premiere gated gulffront community on 
Anna Maria. Exquisitely  fi nished with 10 foot ceilings, crown molding, granite coun-
ters and windows on four sides let in lots of light. Tastefully appointed and turnkey 
furnished with designer touches throughout. Beautiful open terrace overlooks the 
Gulf. Elevator and enclosed garage complete this lovely home. 

$1,599,000.

FEATURED PROPERTY

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

CALL ADELE HOLLAND 

941-587-6328
www.cegnarsellsfl orida.com 

Each offi ce independently owned and operated

Adele Holland 
Keller Williams • Cegnar Team 

annnmariaisland@kw.com

Bradenton Beach 
condo with sweeping 
gulf views REDUCED!

Bradenton Beach 
condo - Gulf Views 
SOLD!

Historic Long Boat 
Village LBK - 
PENDING

Historic Long Boat 
Village LBK

4B/3B, pool, large lot 
Holmes Beach, lovely 
pool and fenced back yard

Cortez Village - 2 
charming studio cottages 
with lush gardens

680 Linley Street

412 Bay Palms, HB

✪ NOTICE – EARLY DEADLINE ✪ NOTICE – EARLY DEADLINE ✪   

EARLY CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: 

2 PM FRIDAY • May 23
   for ads that will appear in the May 28 edition of

Our offi ce will be closed Monday, May 26, in observance 

of Memorial Day. We wish y’all a fun and safe holiday!
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