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Fire destroys bayside home

The turtles are coming, 
the turtles are coming, 
and shore birds are nest-
ing now, too... see inside.

High-rise act
Scenes on the Anna Maria Island Bridge 
such as this traffi c delay last week caused 
by work crews repairing sections of the 
drawbridge can be expected during the next 
several months as contractor Quinn Con-
struction Co. of Palmetto prepares for its 
45-days closure - beginning Sept. 29. In this 
photo, a worker can be seen “hanging” onto 
the top right portion of the bascule. For the 
latest information on the bridge rehabilita-
tion project, go to www.amibridgerehab.
com. Persons without Internet access may 
call 941-792-0369 for information. Islander 
Photo: Molly Sinclair McCartney

Island trolley funding 
still at issue

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 In a drive past the Manatee County Tourist 
Council, a proposed “Trolley-Up” campaign 
to promote ridership suffered a fl at.
 The council, meeting April 21 in Holmes 
Beach, liked the campaign concept, but failed 
to act on a request for up to $4,400 to buy the 
supplies needed to get the project into gear.
 TDC chair Joe McClash said he appreci-
ated the effort to encourage ridership, but he 
remains concerned about whether the Island 
trolley can continue to operate without a fare 
in fi scal 2008-09, which begins Oct. 31.
 “There is a $22 million shortfall with the 
county budget,” McClash, also a member of 
the Manatee County Board of Commissioners, 
said.
 McClash made his comments following a 
presentation by Lisa Marie Phillips, the proj-
ect/program manager for the city of Bradenton 
Beach. As such, Phillips oversees the city’s 
ScenicWAVES Partnership Committee, which 
developed the Trolley-Up campaign to encour-
age people to ride the fare-free trolley.
 With the addition of a trolley route on 
Longboat Key into St. Armands later this 
spring, Phillips said all the trolleys will be 

outfitted with equipment to take fares and 
dispense tickets.
 The ScenicWAVES group has suggested 
dispensing tickets on Anna Maria Island that 
can be redeemed at participating Trolley-Up 
businesses for a discount on goods or ser-
vices.
 But TDC members said not only will there 
be no $4,400 government allocation for the 
“Trolley-Up” push, there may be no money 
for a fare-free trolley.
 Referring to an effort to raise revenue with 
onboard trolley advertising, McClash said, “I 
don’t think it’s going to be enough.”
 He suggested identifying other revenue 
sources and encouraged a discussion among 
the Island cities.
 For this fi scal year, the Island cities con-
tributed to underwriting the trolley service so 
that it could remain fare-free. County offi cials, 
facing a budget crunch, had discussed charging 
passengers without the city ante.
 The TDC also contributed $24,000 toward 
the trolley expense this fi scal year. But the 
TDC’s proposed 200 9 budget does not con-
tain money for the trolley, acknowledged Bra-
denton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
director Larry White Larry White.

Turtle-nesting season begins May 1
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 With the 2008 nesting season about to 
begin, new statistics show 2007 saw the largest 
decline in the number of loggerhead sea turtles 
nesting on Florida’s beaches in 17 years.
 Researchers found 45,084 loggerhead 
turtle nests last year, down more than 4,600 
nests from 2006, according to the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
 About 90 percent of the loggerhead nests 
in the United States are made in Florida, where 

the number of nests has decreased by nearly 
half since 1998. That year, the state, based on 
reports from organizations such as the Anna 
Maria Island Turtle Watch, reported 85,988 
loggerhead nests.
 As the number of recorded loggerhead 
nests declined, statistics show the number of 
loggerhead deaths doubled, according to the 
new report from FWC.
 “The numbers are not so hot,” said Suzi 
Fox, executive director of Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch, adding that the greatest threats 

to nesting turtles are “beach development and 
new lights on existing buildings that are not 
up to code. Remember, the girls are returning 
to their home, where they were born, to nest. 
If there is a building or a seawall there, they 
can’t come home.”
 During nesting season, the endangered 
female sea turtles emerge from the water to lay 
their eggs in the sand where they were born, 
likely decades earlier.
 On Anna Maria Island, where the turtle 

PLEASE SEE TURTLES, PAGE 3
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The turtles are coming,

County commissioner 
questions Anna Maria 
renourishment plan. 
Page 2

911: Voices on the 
emergency phone line, 
and Holmes Beach 
homeowner raises 
questions about fi re. 
Page 4

Bradenton Beach fl ood 
insurance discount to 
begin. Page 10

Opinions: “Lights out” 
for nesting season 
and readers’ thoughts. 
Page 6

This week: Kiwanis 
and Rotary assemblies, 
potluck in Cortez, 
drama in Anna Maria. 
Page 17

Gators, monkeys and 
sharks, oh my. Page 26

Sports: Stadium rededi-
cation May 3 at Center. 
Also, football, golf, 
horseshoes reports. 
Page 29

PTO party to celebrate 
swinging ’70s. Page 15

Cortez Trailer Park cel-
ebrates buy. Page 7

Arbor Day tree-plant-
ings. Page 23

Turtle season on Anna Maria begins around May 1 with mother turtles coming ashore to nest, then vol-
unteers search for the tell-tale crawl in the sand, mark nests and await hatchlings. Islander fi le photos
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Concerns rise for Anna Maria beach renourishment
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Anna Maria beaches might not be included in Man-
atee County’s planned 2011-12 beach renourishment 
project — or at least one section of the city’s eroded 
beach areas — if County Commissioner Ron Getman’s 
opinion holds “water” with the other six commission-
ers.
 After hearing a presentation on Anna Maria beach 
renourishment by Manatee County Director of Ecosys-
tems Charlie Hunsicker, Getman said he had reserva-
tions, particularly about the beach area known as Bean 
Point.
 He said he didn’t believe there was enough beach 
access and parking spaces there to “justify the use of 
public dollars.”
 Public parking for the Bean Point area is “woe-
fully inadequate,” Getman said and it’s “not suffi cient 
to consume millions of public dollars.” He suggested he 
would not want to “use public funds to benefi t private 
land owners.”
 Getman did say that the city’s west side beach 
area “probably is going to get enough votes to make it 
through,” although he also had questions about parking 
for that area.
 He stressed, however, that his comments about 
Anna Maria beach renourishment are just his opinion 
and no vote has yet been taken on any renourishment 
plan. 
 “I’m just one of seven and I suspect it will come 
back again. It’s a serious issue,” he said, adding that 
including Anna Maria in the project is “not unani-
mous.”
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford related to her 
commission that Getman’s comments are very nega-
tive for the city in the renourishment project. She told 
city commissioners at their April 25 meeting that, based 
upon Getman’s opinion, she doesn’t believe the city 
will be included in the project.
 The county is “cost-cutting and we are cut,” she 
said.
 But Barford isn’t giving up without a fi ght. The 
county commission has not yet formally voted on the 

project and Anna Maria needs to “get very serious with 
our need here,” she noted.
The city will host the county commission — including 
Getman — at a May 30 lunch at the Sandbar Restau-
rant. Following lunch, city and county commissioners 
will tour Anna Maria’s two areas of major erosion and 
discuss the other renrourishment issue: public park-
ing.
Barford said Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection offi cials came to the city last week to review the 
number of parking spaces the city needs to qualify for 
state funding and the situation “looks good.”
County Commissioner Carol Whitmore, who believes 
Anna Maria should be included in the project, said now 
is the time for Anna Maria to step up and convince other 
county commissioners the city welcomes visitors and 
beachgoers and should be included in the project.
However, she said, the 2008-09 budget is “going to be 
very tight.”
“I support looking at a way to fund Anna Maria. I just 
don’t know how we are going to go about doing it. We 
may have to look at creative ways to fund the project,” 
she said.
 County Commissioner Jane von Hahmann, whose 
district includes Anna Maria Island, agrees that Anna 
Maria belongs in the project. But funding for this beach 
renourishment is a bit tricky, since Anna Maria is not 
eligible for any federal funds because it opted out of 
the 2002 renourishment project.
 That means the estimated $7.5 million cost to 
renourish Anna Maria beaches will have to be split 
50-50 between the county and the state. That’s not the 
case with renourishing Coquina Beach or the Manatee 
Public Beach, where federal funds come into play.
 With budgets being slashed and money tight, von 
Hahmann indicated it might be time to look at some 
“creative fi nancing” to get Anna Maria included. 
 Barford said it’s also a question of old attitudes 
and beliefs. Some county commissioners still believe 
Anna Maria is “elitist,” because it rejected the 2002 
renourishment plan, she suggested, and that’s just not 
the case.
 “We’re passionate about this beach renourishment 

project. We want to have it done and the entire city 
commission is behind the project,” she said, noting that 
none of the current commissioners were in offi ce when 
the last beach renourishment project was rejected. 
 The city’s attitude has defi nitely changed, she said, 
and staff and city commissioners worked extremely 
hard two years ago to resolve the city’s parking issue 
and ensure adequate public parking for everyone — 
residents and visitors alike.
 “It’s just Anna Maria,” that some county commis-
sioners want to ax from the project, she observed.
 She rejected any suggestion that the city doesn’t 
have enough beach accesses or parking.
 Granted the city doesn’t have a large parking park-
ing lot, but Anna Maria is going to have enough spaces 
to satisfy the DEP, said the mayor.
For now, the city will have to work to satisfy county 
commissioners of its sand needs.

Coquina 
renourishment 

expected in 2009
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Coquina Beach is due some sand next winter — 
about 600,000 to 700,000 tons.
 A $13.9 million renourishment project at the county 
beach was initially expected to begin this fall, but due 
to delays in permitting is now planned to begin in early 
2009. Between May 2006 and this January, offi cials 
estimate that Coquina lost about 5.3 feet of beach.
 “Erosion has resulted in a narrow beach,” said Rick 
Spadoni, a coastal engineer with Coastal Planning & 
Engineering Inc., a Boca Raton-based fi rm working 
with the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion and Manatee County’s conservation lands manage-
ment department on the renourishment project.
 A meeting to discuss the Coquina renourishment 

PLEASE SEE COQUINA, NEXT PAGE
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
May 5, 7 p.m. code enforcement board meeting.
May 6, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
May 8, 7 p.m., city commission work session.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
May 1, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
May 5, 1 p.m., scenic highway/WAVES meeting on 
parking.
May 5, 3 p.m., scenic highway/WAVES meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
May 8, 5 p.m., planning commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org 

project took place April 24 at Bradenton Beach City 
Hall. Specifi cally the meeting was to hold a state hear-
ing on a proposed erosion-control line for the project.
 The project can not go forward at the state level 
without the Florida Board of Trustees — the governor 
and the cabinet — voting to establish an erosion-control 
line, a process too new to have been required for the 
Coquina renourishment in the late 1990s.
 An erosion-control line serves as a demarcation 
between the shoreline owned and maintained by a local 
government or private party and a new beach shoreline 
established seaward of the ECL using mechanical means, 
such as sand nourishment, to build up additional land.
 Essentially, the state wants to make sure that if it 
invests in building more beach, the land will be owned 
by the state and open to the public, said DEP attorney 
Wes Gregory.
 The situation is unique in Bradenton Beach because 
the property owner landward of the proposed ECL is 
other government entities — Manatee County and, to 
a lesser degree, Bradenton Beach.
 Prior to the hearing, offi cials seemed pleased with 
that fact, which made for a brief hearing.
 Without lots of homeowners along the beach, 
only three citizens spoke at the hearing and only one 
addressed the proposed 1.61 mile ECL that would run 
northward on the mean high-water line from Longboat 
Pass to Fifth Street South.
 City Commissioner Janie Robertson expressed a 

concern that since no construction is allowed seaward 
of the ECL, lifeguard stations might be left too far back 
on the beach.
 More people took an interest in the workshop por-
tion of the meeting, during which Spadoni and Charlie 
Hunsicker, of the county conservation lands manage-
ment department, discussed the renourishment.
 The state and county intend to share the renourish-
ment costs, but Spadoni said the plan also provides for a 
contribution from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, which planning a renourishment project for the 
Island’s north end.
 In waters off the Island’s north end, offi cials hope 
to fi nd about 420,000 cubic yards of sand for Coquina. 
A dredge would be used to pump the sand down to the 
beach.
 Hunsicker said the plan presently calls for running 
the pipe in the water, not on the beach, for as long as 
possible.
 “We’re trying to avoid placing a pipeline along the 
beach,” he said. “So we’re hoping that we will fi nd the 
proper corridor.… We’re going to keep this pipeline 
offshore for the longest possible distance and bring it 
to shore where needed.”
 Spadoni said initially there was a plan to use sand 
from Longboat Pass, but there were concerns “about 
destabilizing the north end of Longboat Key.”
 He said the Anna Maria Island sand source would 
provide nice sand, with low shell and low rock content.

A volunteer with 
Anna Maria 
Island Turtle 
Watch notes 
the number of 
eggs — hatched 
and unhatched 
— found in a 
loggerhead sea 
turtle nest in 
2007 in Braden-
ton Beach. The 
data is used at 
the local, state 
and federal 
levels for further 
information. 
Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

activity is monitored by a group of AMITW walkers, 
the nesting begins as early as May 1.
 “Nest monitoring has improved 100 percent from 
what it was 10 years ago,” Fox said. “New tools, com-
puters, GPS.… Our data sheets have 100 different 
pieces of information that we collect. Ten years ago, it 
had fi ve pieces of info.”
 By mid-summer, the season’s activity begins to 
include the arrival of hatchlings on the beach, tiny 
turtles smaller than the palm of a hand that race across 
the sand to their fi rst dip in water.
 While statewide the nesting numbers went down 
in 2007, on Anna Maria Island the number of nests 
increased, from 118 in 2006 to 133 in 2007.
 But so did the number of false crawls — occasions 
in which a turtle came ashore and for whatever reason, 
returned to the water without digging a nest. AMITW 
documented 80 false crawls in 2006 and 183 in 2007.

’Tis the season — for turtle nesting
 During sea turtle nesting and hatchling season, 
which begins May 1 and continues through Oct. 
31, state officials, scientists and volunteers along 
Florida’s coastlines work to collect data and protect 
the animals.
 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch, under two state 
permits held by executive director Suzi Fox, patrols 
the Island beaches. To the south, Longboat Key Turtle 

Watch and Mote Marine Laboratory volunteers patrol 
the beaches.
 The turtles’ protectors encourage local residents and 
volunteers to follow a list of seasonal precautions.
 Do:
 • Remain quiet and observe from a distance if you 
encounter a nesting turtle or emerging nest.
 • Shield or turn off outdoor lights visible on the 

beach from May through October.
 • Close drapes after dark and put beach furniture 
far back from the water.
 • Fill in holes on the beach that may entrap hatch-
lings on their way to the water and tide line.
 • Place trash in its proper place.
 Do not:
 • Approach nesting turtles or hatchlings leaving 
nests, make noise or shine light at turtles.
 • Encourage a turtle to move while nesting or pick 
up hatchlings that have emerged.
 • Use fi reworks or leave trash on the beach.
 Source: Mote Marine Laboratory

Turtle talk
Jodie Hearlson, an intern with Mote Marine in 
Sarasota, talks about sea turtles and the approaching 
nesting season during a program April 13 at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church in Holmes Beach. Nesting 
season begins on May 1 and continues into October. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose 

Turtle time again on AMI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fiskes seek land-use judgment
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Evelyn and Jack Fiske of South Bay Boulevard 
in Anna Maria have fi led a legal action against Anna 
Maria, asking for a “declaratory judgment” that their 
property can be used for commercial marine pur-
poses.
 Attorney Chuck Webb, representing the Fiskes, 
fi led the action in the Manatee County Circuit Court, 
noting that since 1911 the property has been used for 
commercial marine purposes.
 The property is south of Galati Marine next to 
Rotten Ralph’s Restaurant at 850 S. Bay Blvd., and 
presently has a residential home and a number of rented 
docks and boat slips.
 The Fiskes want the declaratory judgment because, 
the suit alleges, “In recent years, the city has harassed 
plaintiff’s seeking the unlawful termination of plaintiffs 
commercial marine use of the property.”
 The suit alleges the city has demanded building 
permits but that the Fiskes comply with the city’s 

zoning code, and “the use of the property is a lawful 
nonconforming use” under the city codes.
 In addition, the suit alleges that the city code “does 
not contain a provision by which a property owner can 
obtain a determination of whether the use of the prop-
erty is a legal nonconforming use, also known as a 
grandfathered use, and whether a structure is located 
in the city and thus subject to the city’s jurisdiction.”
 The Fiskes demanded a judgment that the property 
and docks are “not subject to the city’s jurisdiction” 
and also a judgment “enjoining the city from further 
harassment.”
 The Fiskes also seek to have the city pay costs and 
attorneys fees.
 The action has been turned over city attorney Jim 
Dye for assessment.
 Ironically, the Fiskes are slated to appear before 
the city’s code enforcement board May 5 on an alleged 
code violation regarding their property and activities 
there. It is unknown if the lawsuit is a result of the code 
complaint.

Coquina renourishment CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Homeowner has questions about fi re
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 With a house surrounded on two sides by water 
and a 30,000 gallon pool upwind of the fi re that rav-
aged his home April 17, Holmes Beach resident Kent 
Davis and a number of bystanders were left wondering 
why fi refi ghters couldn’t pump from the bay or Davis’ 
swimming pool.
 As the West Manatee Fire & Rescue District fi re truck 
fi rst on the scene discharged the 750 gallons it carried 
onto the house, other fi refi ghters scrambled to get a hose 
hooked up to the nearest hydrant, about 1,200 feet away 
on Flotilla Drive at 56th Street, to keep water fl owing.
 It apparently wasn’t that easy and for several pre-
cious minutes, perhaps longer, Davis and others saw 
no water being pumped as his house was consumed by 
fl ames.
 WMFR Chief Andy Price confi rmed the situation. 
The holding tank was all the water they had while they 
awaited the hookup on Flotilla Drive.
 With the initial shock of losing his house, personal 
possessions and priceless book collection now wear-
ing off, Davis has now had time to wonder what hap-
pened. 
 Davis believes fi refi ghters should have been able 
to throw a hose into his pool and use either a portable 
pump or a pump on the fi re truck to begin getting water 
on the fi re within minutes.
 The reason they didn’t just “start pumping” is 
because WMFR does not have a portable pump.
 “What’s a pump cost?” asked Davis.
 “All they had to do was throw a suction hose into 
my pool or the bay and pump using the truck. What 
I saw was them spraying water against the wind. It 
was really agonizing watching my house burn to the 
ground.”
 Davis does understand fi refi ghters were up against 
a 20-mph wind and no one was inside the house by the 
time fi re trucks arrived — meaning no lives were in 
danger.
 “I would not have wanted anyone to go inside the 
house. I would not have wanted anyone to risk their 

lives,” he said. But he’s a man who has just seen his 
house go up in fl ames while fi refi ghters battled to get 
water and ignored his pool just a few feet from the 
house.

 Even after the agonizing wait while fi refi ghters ran 
1,200 feet of hose, Davis said, he “didn’t see them get-
ting a lot of water on my house.”
 A disturbed Davis added, “It seemed like a lot of 
manpower and expensive equipment on the site, but I 
just didn’t see a lot of water pumping. I don’t know if 
they went behind my house, which was upwind, but I 
only saw them fi ghting the fi re into the wind. I under-
stand they only had 750 gallons of water on the truck. 
A small, cheap portable pump might have resulted in a 
different situation. That might be needed on this island. 
We’re surrounded by water.”
 Price said WMFR did have fi refi ghters behind the 
house — 12 of them with four hoses.
 Also, it’s not that easy to carry a portable pump, 
said Price, and it’s not that simple to pump water out 
of a pool or from Tampa Bay or the Gulf of Mexico.
 “You have to have stabilized ground for the truck 
to be able to suck the water. And trying to draft water 
out of Tampa Bay might have gotten you anything, like 
muck or seaweed,” said Price.
 In addition, the truck would have had to get within 
20 feet of the water source, be it pool or bay, because 
WMFR  uses a rigid line to pump from a pool or other 
water source. Firefi ghters were unable to get within that 
distance, he said.
 And this is an issue that’s been around for some 
time, Price noted.
 “This has been a question for years. People don’t 
understand the dynamics of pumping. We would have 
had to get the truck right next to the pool and you really 
can’t get a truck to it.”
 In addition, the WMFR trucks do not carry portable 
pumps, he added.
 Price said portable pumps only generate a small 
amount of water and they have to be small enough for 
a fi refi ghter to carry.
 Pumping out of a pool or a canal might seem “suit-
able,” but it “may not be practical,” he said.
 “There was no way to drive around the house to 
get to that pool,” Price maintained.

Deputy Fire 
Marshal 
Kurt Lathrop 
inspects a home 
destroyed by 
fi re on April 17. 
Lathrop said the 
fi re was ruled 
accidental. The 
tapes from 911 
calls indicated 
that the fi re was 
fi rst reported 
locally at 2:19 
a.m. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

911: Voices heard in the heat of a moment
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 One caller sounds sleepy.
 Another afraid.
 One caller sounds angry.
 Another businesslike.
 A fl urry of telephone calls went out to Manatee 
County’s Emergency Communications Center early 
April 17 to report the fi re that destroyed a waterfront 
home in Holmes Beach.
 The calls reveal a range of emotions from people 
jolted from their beds by the smell of smoke and the 
sounds of screams in the cul-de-sac at the end of 58th 
Street, where the home owned by Kent and Pa Davis 
was consumed by fi re.
 Deputy Fire Marshal Kurt Lathrop ruled the fi re 
accidental after determining the blaze began in a trash 
can in the garage.
 Manatee County ECC logged the fi rst call, about 
three minutes long, to 911 at 2:19:16 a.m., April 17. An 
operator answered the call with a standard “911 emer-
gency” and asked for the address of the emergency.
 “I think there’s a fi re down the street here on 58th 
Street, Holmes Beach,” a man replied, according to a 
cassette tape provided to The Islander from ECC.
 Listening to the calls, Pa and Kent Davis tried to 
identify the voices, sometimes thinking they recognized 
their neighbors, sometimes hearing strangers.
 “We’re grateful for everything,” Kent Davis said 
of the help that morning. “We’re grateful for being 
alive.”
 As one operator was handling the 2:19 a.m. call, 
other ECC operators picked up additional calls.
 “We can hear yelling outside,” a woman said in a 
second four-minute call.
 “OK,” answered the operator. “Are you at home? 
Exactly what happened?”
 “We could just see these huge fl ames right on the 
cul-de-sac,” the woman said at 2:20:40 a.m.
 “Does it look like it’s the house?” the operator 
asked.
 “Oh yeah,” said the caller.

 “OK, are you safe and out of danger,” the operator 
inquired.
 With a nervous laugh, the caller answered, “I don’t 
know.” She said her husband was going outside and the 
operator urged caution. The time was 2:21 a.m.
 The woman watched the fi re from a window. “Oh 
my God,” she said at 2:21:20 a.m. “It’s really bad. Oh 
my God. It’s really bad. Oh my God. I don’t know if 
it’s her house or the house next to her, but it’s.… Holy 
crap, there’s, there’s…”
 “OK,” the operator said. “I have help on the way 
already, but any information you can get me will be helpful 
to the fi re department while they’re responding. OK?”

 The other 911 calls were made at about the same 
time. “There’s a fi re,” said a male caller in a 26-second 
call.
 A woman reported, “Fire.”
 The operator asked if the caller was safe and then, 
“Can you see what’s on fi re?”
 “No, I can’t,” the caller said. “It’s a lot of smoke 
and a lot of fi re.”
 “I’m wondering,” said another female caller, “if 
anyone has reported a house fi re.…”
 “Yes,” the operator said. “We have help on the 
way.”
 In another call that began at 2:24:17 a.m., a woman, 
noting that the fi re station is blocks away, began, “I 
know you’ve gotten calls, but why isn’t there sirens 
yet?”
 The last 911 call provided to The Islander was the 
briefest at 18 seconds. The operator asked the address 
of the emergency.
 Go to www.islander.org for a comprehensive 
account of the calls, the response, and audio fi les of 
the calls.

For the rest of the story: 
 For a full report on the 911 calls reporting the 
April 17 house fi re in Holmes Beach, go to www.
islander.org. Also, audio for 911 calls placed to 
the Manatee County Emergency Communications 
Center is available at the newspaper’s Web site.

PLEASE SEE FIRE QUESTIONS, PAGE 22

Portable water pumps 
a “good deal”

 While West Manatee Fire and Rescue District 
trucks and personel don’t carry portable pumps, a 
number of barrier island communities on Florida’s 
west coast have such equipment as a standard fea-
ture on their fi re trucks.
 Capt. Brian Duncan of the Sanibel Island 
Fire Department said portable pumps “are a good 
deal, especially if you’re in a city without a lot of 
hydrants.”
 Duncan used to work for the Fort Myers Fire 
Department and portable pumps are standard 
equipment on all trucks for that department.
 “They’re very good for getting water on a fi re 
quickly or when you can’t get the truck close,” he 
said. And some of pumps are so light, one person 
can easily carry one, Duncan indicated.
 On Fort Myers Beach, Capt. Dave Munyon 
said his department’s trucks used to carry portable 
pumps, but found they didn’t need them because 
of the proliferation of fi re hydrants in the city. 
However, portable units are now standard equip-
ment on the city’s fi re boats, he said.
 Munyon said a number of different compa-
nies make portable units, with prices ranging from 
about $2,000 to $8,000.
 “Like anything, it just depends upon your need 
and what you want to spend,” he said.
 In fact, WMFR’s neighbor to the south, the 
Longboat Key Fire Department, apparently has a 
need for such equipment. The department has a por-
table pump that it keeps ready for use at the station.
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"Relax...Be Well"

(941) 650-5441
9805 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria

located upstairs of the Old IGA
look for our entrance at the south front of the building

www.annamariadayspa.com ..Be Well"

Massage
Nails • Hair
Skin • Yoga

Acupuncture

Pamper your Mother
with Spa Services

A Gift Certifi cate is Always
a Perfect Fit

10% off Spa Services
now thru May 15th

Sprint: fi re call went to wrong 911 center

Dialing for help
 In an emergency, dial 911. Most 911 calls get 
answered immediately and from the local dispatch 
center, whether the caller is using a landline or cell 
phone.
 If there is a busy signal, dropped call or poor 
voice quality, dial again or have someone else 
call.
 Know as you make the call that the fi rst ques-
tion you’ll be asked is the address of the emergency. 
Try to be concise and accurate with an answer. The 
sooner the dispatcher gets an address, the sooner 
emergency personnel can respond.
 Source: Consumer Reports National Research Center

Pa Davis was the fi rst to call 911, but her cell call 
apparently went to an emergency center outside 
Manatee County. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Pa Davis raced from her burning home on 58th 
Street in Holmes Beach April 17 and immediately 
sought help.
 She followed procedure. As her husband, Kent, 
sought aid from neighbors, Pa Davis called 911 on her 
cell phone. Placing the call at 2:17 a.m., she would have 
been the fi rst to notify local emergency offi cials of the 
fi re moving rapidly through her single-story home by 
the bay.
 But Pa’s call apparently didn’t go to the Mana-
tee County 911 Emergency Communications Center. 
Instead, the call went to another ECC, possibly on the 
East Coast of Florida in the Ft. Lauderdale/Miami area, 
according to a representative with the Sprint wireless 
service.
 911 calls get misdirected, but not frequently, said 
Capt. Larry Leinhauser, the public information offi cer 
for the Manatee County Department of Public Safety.
 “Thank goodness it isn’t common,” Leinhauser 
said. “But it does happen once in a while. It usually is 
a result of a router problem with the service provider 
when [the call] goes through or to a tandem. It is not 
an issue of any problems with our 911 center. It is the 
cell phone providers having technical problems on their 
end. We answer any 911 calls we receive ASAP.”
 Mobile services over the years have presented chal-
lenges to 911 systems and the service providers. With wire-
less calls, which don’t carry a fi xed address, service provid-
ers and emergency systems created new systems to map 
the call, identify the callback number and direct the caller 
to a 911 center. The Federal Communications Commission 
adopted rules in 1999 intended to improve the ability of 
cellular phone users to complete wireless 911 calls.
 Generally, a wireless 911 call goes from the handset 
to an antennae, to a wireless carrier switching center 
through equipment to locate the caller, routing equip-
ment and a call-back database to the emergency com-
mand center.
 Pa’s service provider is Sprint, which responding to 
an inquiry from Kent Davis, indicated that the 911 call 
from the Davis cell phone went to the Ft. Lauderdale/

Miami area. Sprint on Friday released an update of its 
review, “Our network team has found no issues with 
Sprint routing the call. They believe once the call is 
routed to one of the landline trunks that is where the 
issue is occurring. Our network team has contacted Ver-
izon (landline) to troubleshoot the issue from there.”
 Pa remembered the moments leading up to her 
phone call as frantic. The couple awoke to the sound 
of smoke detectors going off. After realizing a fi re was 
in the house, they fl ed through the front door and Pa 
dialed her cell phone.
 “The fi rst time I remember was 2:15 a.m.,” Kent 
said. “I probably looked at our cell phone.”
 Sprint’s record shows that Pa placed a call at 2:17 

a.m. Pa said the fi rst attempt to call 911 failed.
 “Nobody answered,” she said, but added that she 
was frantic, not certain how well she dialed and of her 
ability to communicate. “I even forgot my address.”
 Pa ran next door to ask a neighbor for help as 
she received what appeared to be a return call from a 
911 center to her phone. The neighbor, Arlene Byrne, 
talked with a emergency operator about the fi re, but 
The Islander has not yet located a recording of that call. 
The Broward County Sheriff’s Offi ce reviewed its calls 
from that morning and could not identify any received 
from the Davis cell phone or the Sprint service.
 The first call to the Manatee County ECC was 
received at 2:19 a.m. and West Manatee Fire Rescue 
reported receiving a dispatch to the fi re at 2:23:57 a.m., 
according to Capt. Tom Sousa.
 Holmes Beach Police Department responded to 
the fi re with an offi cer arriving on the scene at 2:26 
a.m., seconds before the fi rst fi re truck at 2:26:50 a.m., 
according to an incident report released last week.
 The local response, said Sousa, went according to 
procedure.
 “There was no delay at the communication center 
… and our turnout was within our standards,” the cap-
tain said.
 The Davises described the 911 matter as weird, 
but didn’t dwell on the misdirected call as they kept 
busy last week reorganizing their lives in Byrne’s guest 
apartment next to their burned home.
 “This doesn’t matter much,” Kent said. “It’s all 
very close in time.”
 Kent Davis said he’s more concerned with lessons 
learned in fi ghting the fi re than the details of the 911 
calls or the initial response time. He said he wanted 
homeowners to think about what they can do to protect 
their property and personal safety and he wanted the 
fi re department to consider what it can do to better fi ght 
fi re on a barrier island. (See separate story.)
 “I hope that people on the Island can all learn from 
the experience about fi ghting fi re in this unique envi-
ronment,” he said, referring to high winds and a distant 
fi re hydrant — which both were the case in the Davis 
fi re.
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Singing praise
 We would like to extend most sincere appreciation 
to The Islander for the coverage given to the “Taste of 
Music Champagne Gala,” a fundraiser to benefi t the 
Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and Orchestra 
on April 5.
 We appreciate the efforts of Lisa Neff to cover the 
event and your inclusion of our press releases. We also 
would like to express our thanks for the ongoing cover-
age of AMICCO’s concerts during the 2007-08 concert 
season. 
 At the same time we thank you, we would like to 
thank those who made special donations to the gala: the 
Sandbar Restaurant, Matt & Dom’s Pastry Cafe, Island 
Vacation Properties, Bali Hai Resort, Barb Jaeger of the 
White Egret and Mondher Kobrosly of Time Saver. We 
could not have accomplished our goals without their 
help.
 Also, thank you to all of those who turned out to 
support the event, from those who bought gala tickets 
and raffl e tickets to the musicians from AMICCO who 
fi lled our evening with fi ne music. 
 And a special thank you to Bill and Rosita Greer, 
whose waterfront estate was the perfect setting for the 
Gala to benefi t AMICCO.
 We are blessed to live in such an arts-friendly and 
arts-supportive community. 
 Dantia and Barry Gould, co-chairs, Taste of Music 
Champagne Gala and Holmes Beach residents

Next step: referendum
 The Anna Maria City Commission voted last week 
to amend the city’s charter to require a super majority 
vote if any changes are to be made to the future land 
use element of our comprehensive plan. This is indeed 
a defi ning moment in the history of our city.
 The comprehensive plan, recently approved by the 
state of Florida after four years of tedious revision, is 
the mother of all documents. It “defi nes” what can and 
cannot happen in our city for the next 15 to 20 years. 
No law can be passed that does not comply with it. The 

future land use element of the plan pretty much does 
what its name implies: It dictates how our land will be 
used.
 Requiring a super majority to change any part of 
the FLUE is like adding a bit of “insurance” to an oth-
erwise ironclad plan. In other words, four of the fi ve 
commissioners must approve any such change.
 Why is this a defi ning moment? The FLUE assures 
us Anna Maria won’t go the way of so many other 
barrier island communities. It says to future city com-
missions, “We like Anna Maria the way it is, so don’t 
go changing it.”
 There is a growing trend in cities and counties 
around the state to do the same thing. As pointed out 
by Commissioner Dale Woodland, these cities are reac-
tively doing so out of frustration at what is happening 
to their communities. 
 Thursday’s vote by your city commission was, for-
tunately for all of us, a most proactive moment.
 There is one more step in the process. A change 
in the city charter requires the approval of the citi-
zens by referendum in November. Since most of us 
who have settled here did so for the same reasons, 
I am confident the measure will pass with flying 
colors.
 It could be fate, but interestingly, the vote to put 
this issue before you was 4 to 1.
 Anna Maria City Commissioner Duke Miller

An honor
 Thank you to the entire Island community for the 
honor of having the Anna Maria Elementary School 
auditorium dedicated in my name. Many hours were 
spent to make this event so meaningful. I appreciate all 
your efforts.
 Anna Maria Elementary will always be such a spe-
cial place for children because of the commitment of 
parents, staff, residents and businesses. It was my privi-
lege to serve as principal.
 I am grateful for this honor. Thank you very 
much.
 James P. Kronus, former AME Principal

Change of season?
 A Minneapolis-Anna Maria snowbird called to say 
he found two inches of snow on the newspaper in his 
driveway when he looked for it Saturday morning. He 
returned north Friday and misses the Island already. 
And he misses a lot when the season changes here.
 It’s officially turtle season May 1. Lights out! 
Although seldom seen due to late-night nesting and 
the low numbers, the loggerhead turtles that do frequent 
our shore need our help. We’ve all but eliminated their 
habitat — the soft sandy berms above the tide line — 
and so we must help out Mother Nature.
 You can turn out, shield or switch to motion-sensor 
lights on and near the beachfront to help the mother 
turtles use their built-in navigation system — which 
guides them to the twinkle of lights on the Gulf of 
Mexico.
 A good rule of thumb to use for testing your beach-
front lighting is to waddle down to the water around 
sunset, squat and look back toward the house, business 
or condo. Get the turtle-eye view, so to speak.
 If you see lights, so will the turtle. And the glow 
can draw them from their nesting routine, luring them 
to death, from roadway traffi c, dehydration and other 
perils. 
 Try to imagine a 300-pound critter that lives its life 
underwater, trekking up the sand to nest and, hopefully, 
return to sea. Crashing into beach chairs, turning over 
in sand pits, tangling in volleyball equipment. All just 
as she’s ready to lay 100 or so eggs, or, exhausted from 
that, struggling for breath, searching for water. There’s 
a reason the species is endangered, and we’re it.
 Hey, it’s also bird nesting season! Just as the turtles 
struggle for a spot in the sand, so do some endangered 
and protected species of shore birds, mostly on the 
north end of Anna Maria.
 Sadly, we are a prime example of the disappearance 
of nesting beaches with the loss of the 100-year-old 
national refuge, Passage Key. It was home to many 
protected species, including least terns, which lay their 
eggs directly on the sand, in shallow depressions. 
 Last year, very few bird colonies chose to nest on 
our beaches. Missing were Wilson’s plovers and the 
elegant, low-fl ying black skimmers. 
 But we can try harder to keep our intrusion to a 
minimum. If you scare up a bird or a few on your walk 
through the sea oats and sand, try to avoid them. It may 
be a nursery for their eggs and fl edglings. 
 THIS is a beautiful place. Please, respect nature’s 
season, and leave only your footprints.
 Share your stories and opinions on the “season” at 
www.islander.org.
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Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
Waterfront Restaurant

ROTTEN RALPH’S
on the Historic Bridge Street Pier

Breakfast • Lunch •  Dinner  • Beer/Wine
200 Bridge St. •  Bradenton Beach

Open every day • 778-1604

Lunch • Dinner • Full Bar 
902 S. Bay Blvd • Anna Maria  
778-3953 • Open Every Day yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Visit our two waterfront locations!
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Fish and Chips

$8.99

Bloody Marys
2 for $6

As always
FREE BEER
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for a gallon of for a gallon of 

gas?gas?
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two of you two of you 

can fi ll up on can fi ll up on 
our Nachos our Nachos 
Supreme!Supreme!

(and get gas for free!)(and get gas for free!)

OPEN MIC THURSDAY NIGHT at the Anna Maria location!OPEN MIC THURSDAY NIGHT at the Anna Maria location!  
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Cortez trailer park sale ‘done deal’ 
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 After tense day-and-night negotiations over the 
weekend, the residents of the Cortez Trailer Park have 
all but closed their purchase of the 50-year-old village 
landmark. 
 Park owner Harry “Butch” Howey and Doug 
Morgan, chairman of the residents’ purchasing commit-
tee, said they met last Friday night and then conferred 
again over the weekend and have “a fi rm handshake” 
deal. What remain are details, which they and their 
lawyers will work out this week. 
 “The check is not there yet, granted, but we’ve all 
agreed on it,” said Howey.
 “It’s a go,” said Morgan, “we’re confi dent it’s set-
tled.” 
 For some time now, the deal has been caught in a 
“Catch 22” situation, Howey said: The buyers had to 
buy it through a cooperative, but couldn’t form a co-op 
until they bought the property.  
 They fi nally worked through it, and now can meet 
the $2.7 million down payment on the total price of 
$9.5 million. That is substantially less than the price 
of $14.75 million set in 2005, below even the $10.8 
million an outside buyer offered 14 months ago and the 
price where negotiating began when residents exercised 
their state-mandated fi rst right of refusal. 
 The property is fi ve acres on 620 feet of prime 
waterfront adjacent to the south side of the Cortez 
Bridge’s mainland ramp. It has 79 permanent homes 
and eight recreation vehicle sites, along with a marina 
and several small buildings. 
 It has been in the Howey family since 1959, and 
Harry Sr. sold it to son Butch in 1988. Both Howeys 
still make their homes there. 
 Butch Howey will fi nance the deal, holding the fi rst 
mortgage on the park. 
 As they approached the showdown date late last 
week, Morgan said he had 34 fi rm commitments from 
residents who wanted to go for the purchase, putting 
their cash into a co-op to get it done and own the prop-
erty, and needed only three or four more to put it over. 
Funding their shares was the main problem, he said, for 

“banks are tougher now in this economic climate.” 
 “People are making the choice, either they want 
to live here or they don’t,” he said earlier. “This is a 
marvelous bit of Old Florida, this park, and people are 
protecting their lifestyle by buying it.” 
 Some residents have been there for decades. One 
80-year-old woman has lived there for 40 years, another 
is 100 years old, and quite a few are in their 80s. “To 
think of it all going away would be hard to face,” Butch 
Howey said.
 The park is within the designated overlay area for 
the Cortez historic district, with certain guidelines and 
rules that govern changes and future development. 

Cortez Trailer Park owner Harry Howey Sr. with 
daughter Kathie Howey Harris addresses the resi-
dents about their co-op venture, “It’s about preserv-
ing for the future.” A small group of residents cele-
brated the almost-done deal to buy the park Saturday. 
Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann

SAM meeting set for May 3
 Save Anna Maria Inc. will hold a general meeting 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 3, at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The organization will discuss information related to 
the Anna Maria Island Bridge projects with guest repre-
sentatives from the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion, including project manager Chris Piazza, engineer-
ing manager Albert Rosenstein and public information 
offi cer Lauran Hatchall.
 For more information, call SAM president Billie 
Martini at 941-778-2549.

  • Holmes Beach city commissioners agreed to 
approve a $1.2 million loan to fi nance construction 
of a new city hall. The monthly loan payment would 
be $12,610.87, city treasurer Ann Mitchell said. 
 • Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch director Suzi 
Fox rejected a plan by the Florida Department of 
Transportation to light a portion of the median of 
State Road 789 by Coquina Beach, claiming the turtle 
hatchlings could easily head toward the street light 
rather than the sea.
 • Anna Maria city commissioners requested city 
attorney Jim Dye draft a new parking ordinance that 
would defi ne the parking regulations on every individ-
ual street in the city. Commissioners said they believe 
this would solve the city’s decades-old parking prob-
lem.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
April 20 63 85 TraceApril 20 63 85 Trace
April 21 61 79 0April 21 61 79 0
April 22 65 85 0April 22 65 85 0
April 23 62 85 0April 23 62 85 0
April 24 65 85 0April 24 65 85 0
April 25  69 87 0April 25  69 87 0
April 26 71 86 0April 26 71 86 0
Average Gulf water temperature 72°Average Gulf water temperature 72°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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HOT NEW 
BUMPER 

STICKERS

   
$1

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

HOLMES BEACH
Mail order $2

Island Mortgage 
Services

6000 Marina  Drive,  Holmes Beach
(941)  778-8448   •   www.ifmloan.com

THE MORTGAGE ANSWER MAN

David A. Dickson
More than 30 years experience in the 

mortgage industry at your service.
Mortgage Question of the Week

What is an FHA loan?

FHA loans are insured by the government, lowering the risk 
to lenders for purchase or refinance mortgages on primary 
residences using lower credit restrictions, higher debt to 
income ratios, up to 98% of the value of the property with 
lower interest rates than conventional mortgages.

Q:

A: 

HELPING MAKE PARADISE YOUR BACKYARD!

Want to know more?  
To receive my Mortgage Market 

Weekly Newsletter 
call David A. Dickson,  President (941) 224-4415 
or email him at dadickson@usamfm.com

CLB 0700408

Want to know if an FHA loan might be right for you? Call Dave Dickson!

Palma Sola bollards bother commissioner
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Manatee County Commissioner Joe McClash 
objected last week to the lineup of wooden bollards 
recently planted along the Palma Sola Causeway.
 “I don’t like them,” McClash said. 
 McClash raised his objections with the Manatee 
Tourist Development Council, a board he chairs, during 
a meeting April 21 in Holmes Beach.
 McClash said he was aware of the causeway beau-
tifi cation efforts guided by the Palma Sola Scenic High-
way Corridor Management Entity, a group made up of 
citizens and public offi cials from Bradenton, the county 
and Holmes Beach. Liaisons from various state and 
local agencies also participate on the Palma Sola com-
mittee.
 But McClash said he had no idea the bollards along 
the causeway would be so extensive.
 “I’m not sure how it got to where it’s at,” he said 
during the TDC meeting. “Look at all the limited access 
to the water.”
 McClash went so far as to question the legality of 
the project, citing state and federal regulations against 
restricting public access to public amenities, such as 
the causeway beaches.
 “We never approved those bollards,” McClash said. 
“I was shocked to see them.”
 Sandy Haas-Martens, who chairs the Holmes 
Beach City Commission and serves as vice chair of 
the TDC, said the bollards were in the Palma Sola plans 
to improve safety along the busy highway.
 She added, however, that perhaps there are too 
many.
 TDC member and Holmes Beach restaurateur Sean 
Murphy also recalled past discussions about adding fea-
tures to improve safety along a “bad stretch of high-
way.”
 But Murphy too said there “might have been a little 
overreaction.”
 The placement of the bollards also came up at a 
Palma Sola Scenic Highway meeting earlier in April, 
when several people, including County Commissioner 
Carol Whitmore, questioned the number and installa-

tion in certain locations.
 But Ingrid McClellan, executive director of Keep 
Manatee Beautiful and chair of the Palma Sola group, 
stressed that the bollards protect the shoreline from 
washing away and protect pedestrians from motor 

vehicles.
 The Palma Sola committee is expected to take 
up the issue at its next regular meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 14, at the Manatee County adminis-
tration building.

State conference attendees to tour AMI

Acute care heads for June trial
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
The impending trial of the four remaining defendants 
in the Acute Care Medicaid fraud case is set for June 2 
in the Manatee County Circuit Court.
  Defendants Cynthia May, Heidi Rickert, Jeanne 
Ferguson and Nancy Brown are all charged by the state 
of Florida with one count of medicaid provider fraud 
and one count of organized fraud in the fi rst degree. 
Ferguson and Brown are the owners of Acute Care at 
9908 Gulf Drive in Anna Maria and residents of Holmes 
Beach.
  Originally, seven women were arrested in February 
2006 in the case, but three have since entered guilty 

pleas and received probationary sentences and fi nes 
in exchange for testimony against the remaining four 
defandants. 
  The three who have accepted a plea bargain agree-
ment are Carla Camacho, Stephanie Nichols and Andrea 
Suarez.
  Ferguson, Wood, Rickert and May are accused of 
fi ling nearly $2.7 million in bogus Medicaid claims 
with the state of Florida for the Anna Maria-based 
medical services company. Each of the women have 
entered not guilty pleas.
  If convicted on both counts, each defendant faces 
a maximum sentence of 30 years in prison and a fi ne 
of $15,000.

 Participants in a Sarasota meeting on scenic 
highways will travel to Bradenton Beach May 1 for 
a sunset celebration at the BeachHouse Restaurant.
 On the way to that destination, those attending 
the 2008 Florida Scenic Highways State Confer-
ence will tour three such roads:
 • The Tamiami Trail along U.S. 41 linking 
Sarasota and Bradenton.
 • The Palma Sola Causeway on Manatee 
Avenue/State Road 64 linking the mainland to 
Anna Maria Island.
 • State Road 789/Gulf Drive, which is desig-
nated as a scenic highway in Bradenton Beach.
 Conference organizer Bob Herrington serves 

as a liaison to each of the committees overseeing 
the three local scenic highways.
 Herrington, a planning manager with the Sara-
sota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion, planned the tour, which may take place by the 
county trolley, to showcase the efforts of local citi-
zens and offi cials to their peers and state offi cials.
 The conference meetings will take place May 
1-2 at the Hyatt Regency Sarasota, 1000 Blvd. of 
the Arts, Sarasota.
 Programs at the conference will address 
enhancements along scenic highways, partnering 
with tourism bureaus, setting goals for the commit-
tee and securing grants for projects.
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Christopher Whaley 
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
941-747-6666 Ext. 125
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Please call to schedule your appointment. Space is limited – so don’t delay! 
Island Chiropractic Center 

6000 Marina Drive, Suite 104, Holmes Beach, 778-0722 
5917 Manatee Ave. W., Suite 603, Bradenton, 761-0500

 *The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel 
payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment that is 
performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

May Massage Madness! 
During the entire month of May 

we will be offering 
all new clients 

$10 OFF 
the price of any 1-hour massage 

(reg. $55-$65).
Gift Certifi cates Available! 

Great Mother’s Day Present!  

AGAMI shows birds, 
talks eBay

 The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island Gallery will 
hold its monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 5, 
at the Church of the Annunciation.
 AGAMI’s speaker at the church, 4408 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, will be Diana Miller of Anna Maria 
discussing how to market art at www.ebay.com, an 
Internet marketplace for everything from antiques to 
video games.
 Also in May and June, AGAMI will cele-
brate “tropical birds” with a window display in 
the Guild Gallery, 5414, Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 For more information, call 941-778-6694.

AM Commission: consensus for stormwater fee
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Anna Maria city commissioners at their April 24 
meeting gave verbal approval for a $45 stormwater util-
ity fee, but held off implementing the fee until after July 
1.
 City attorney Jim Dye said the city needs to hold 
off formal adoption of the fee until after the Manatee 
County Property Appraiser’s Offi ce has released its 
property appraisal roll.
 Commissioners also learned that the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District has delayed issu-
ing a permit for the next portion of the city’s stormwater 
drainage plan.
 City engineer Tom Wilcox noted that if the permit 
were issued now, the project — expected to take about 
fi ve months to complete — would run straight into the 
rainy season. He suggested delaying any startup until 
fall and commissioners agreed.

Fee schedule
 Commissioners unanimously approved a new build-
ing department fee schedule prepared by new building 
offi cial Bob Welch that increases substantially the fees 
for city services and permits.
 The increase is long overdue, said Barford, because 
the city was not covering its costs with quite its charges 
for services.
 Some members of the public suggested some of 
the new fees might be excessive, but commissioners 
rejected any further changes to the proposed increases. 
The commission did, however, impose an implemen-

tation date of June 2 to allow contractors to submit 
projects currently planned in the city.

“Lot/structure” ordinance
 Commissioners approved the fi rst reading of an 
ordinance defi ning the term “lot/structure” for the retail-
offi ce-residential district that was added to the newly 
adopted comprehensive plan and sent the ordinance to 
the planning and zoning board, which will hold a public 
meeting on the ordinance May 6.
 The ordinance creates a “zero lot line” in the ROR, 
allowing structures to combine by “forgiving” building 
setbacks. The required setbacks, however, would not 
be eliminated, but would be applied to another side of 
the structure.
 City commissioners plan to hold their public hear-
ing on the ordinance on May 29.

Community Center
 The commission unanimously passed an ordinance 
amending the zoning district regulations for the public 
recreation area to defi ne a community center and permit 
a number of uses at the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center.
 The Center has been holding these “uses” for a 
number of years, but they had never been offi cially 
placed into the proper ordinance.
 With approval of the ordinance, the Center is now 
required to give the city a one-week notice when it 
plans to hold events at which more than 200 people are 
expected, and to notify the city when alcoholic bever-
ages will be served at a Center function.

 In other business, the commission approved an 
ordinance authorizing the city to borrow up to $1 mil-
lion for stormwater projects.
 Commissioners also approved a motion to draft an 
ordinance to create a ballot question asking city voters 
to “approve or reject a change to the city charter man-
dating a super majority vote of the commission for any 
changes to the future land-use element of the city’s 
comprehensive plan.”

And public questions drainage 
project engineering

 Several residents at the city commission’s April 
24 meeting criticized the stormwater-drainage system 
installed in the Pine Avenue and Magnolia Drive area 
last year, saying they found the drainage fi lters are 
already rusted.
 Resident Tom Turner said he and other concerned 
citizens, such as Jim Conoly and Rick DeFrank, had 
personally inspected the fi lters and found them defec-
tive. Turner said he and the others wondered why the 
water wasn’t draining effectively in that area after the 
project — known as Phase A of the city’s stormwater 
drainage plan — was completed.
 Conoly noted everyone wanted to blame the con-
tractor for failing to inspect the fi lters, but the city 
should not have left that up to the contractor.
 “We’re paying an engineer,” he said, and he appar-
ently doesn’t want to learn about inferior products that 
are out of warranty.
 “I believe the design of the system was faulty,” 
Conoly said.
 “We need to look at the engineering and inspection 
aspects of these projects,” Turner said.

Call this one of those ‘here we 
go again’ stories

By Paul Roat
 First there was the code enforcement citation in 
Holmes Beach in 2005.
 Then there was the hearing before the code 
enforcement board in 2006.
 Then there were the fines, which reached 
$105,000 on the duplex at 4605 Gulf Drive for what 
the city claimed was failure of to pay the required 
$26 rental license fee.
 Then there was the plea before the city commis-
sion earlier this month from one of the partners in 
the duplex. 
 Then there was the city commission agreeing to 
reduce the fi ne to $20,000 plus about $3,500 in city 
costs.
 Then there was no response from the property 
owners.

 “I believe we’ve been jerked around long enough,” 
said City Commissioner David Zaccagnino.
 “This has been going on for 20 months,” said 
City Commissioner John Monetti. “Whatever needs 
to be done needs to be done.”
 City Commissioner Pat Morton said the partner, 
Joe Hieronimus, who appeared before the commis-
sion, apparently has been out of town. “This shows 
arrogance,” he said. 
 Commissioners agreed to give the partners until 
April 30 to address the issue before pursuing fore-
closure action on the lien.
 Commissioners also further discussed, but took 
no action, on facilitating outdoor dining at restau-
rants in the city. 
 The next commission meeting will be at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 13, at city hall.
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Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Native Native 
plants!plants!

• Full-Service Garden Center 
• Yard Maintenance • Pool Maintenance 
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Mulch, Shell, Rock Delivered and Spread

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

hair
skin
massage
nails
makeup

5311 gulf drive
holmes beach

in the Tidemark shops
941.778.5400

www.acquaaveda.com

Now Open 
7 Days!

TheBag Lady
Just ask for me - 

I’ll be the bag behind 
the counter

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
412 10th Ave. W. • Palmetto • 722-9916

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 

We have all the famous 
designer names!

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us atFind us at

Club Bamboo Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 

Beach • 941.778.4050Beach • 941.778.4050

Tide and Moon  Jewelry
Taking orders for custom Taking orders for custom 
Mother’s Day pendants.Mother’s Day pendants.

Bradenton Beach insurance 
discount to begin

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Bradenton Beach property owners can expect to 
soon get a better discount on their fl ood insurance pre-
miums, to help offset expected rate hikes.
 “Basically we are mitigating the pain,” said build-
ing offi cial Steve Gilbert.
 The city’s ranking in the federal fl ood insurance 
program has improved, meaning property owners 
should see some reduction in their rates. The national 
program has a rating system in which points are 
awarded on steps communities take to reduce fl ood 
risks.
 Last fall, Anna Maria’s ranking improved, leading 
property owners to expect to see 10 percent reductions 
in already discounted premiums.
 Bradenton Beach, at the time, learned it could 
expect to see a rank change — to class six — in 
the spring. That notice arrived last week to city 
hall.
 However, the insurance premium discount — about 
5 percent less on already discounted premiums — 

comes as an across the board hike in fl ood insurance is 
expected, said Bradenton Beach building offi cial Steve 
Gilbert.
 Gilbert spent a day last week with a representative 
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
Atlanta offi ce.
 The agent, Bob Durrin, encouraged Bradenton 
Beach to continue working with Holmes Beach and 
Anna Maria offi cials on fl ood-plain management.
 “We all need to take a look at our building permits 
and ordinances and come together on processes,” Gil-
bert said.
 Gilbert said offi cials from the Island cities have 
been working together on the issue, adding that he is 
reviewing the recent fl ood-plain management ordinance 
adopted in Holmes Beach for consideration in Braden-
ton Beach.
 Earlier in April, Holmes Beach implemented a 
revised flood-plain management ordinance as that 
city continues to work toward bumping up its points 
to improve its ranking and earn deeper discounts for 
property owners.

Biodegradable pet-waste bags 
planned in Bradenton Beach

Committee mission
The ScenicWAVES Partnership Committee is 
a blending of members from two Bradenton 
Beach groups — the Scenic Highway Corri-
dor Management Entity and the Waterfronts 
Florida Partnership Committee. Together the 
groups are focusing on preserving the city’s 
natural resources while promoting enhance-
ments, including turning Gulf Drive/State Road 
789 “into an attractive, user-friendly gateway” 
to the city.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A Bradenton Beach advisory committee hopes 
to soon bag two new education campaigns for public 
delivery.
 The city’s recently merged ScenicWAVES Partner-
ship Committee is promoting the use of new biodegrad-
able pet-waste bags, soon to be available at 8 to 10 
stations along the city’s bayfront.
 The group also is working on a campaign to dis-
courage the use of plastic grocery bags.
 Members of the committee met April 14 at city hall. 
A subcommittee also met on April 18 at city hall to dis-
cuss reprinting the city’s eco-friendly visitor guide.
 The “pet-waste eradication program” in Bradenton 
Beach will be supported with a $2,000 grant from the 
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program.
 The money will be used to buy “doggie bag dis-
pensers” and a supply of biodegradable bags made with 
corn starch, according to Lisa Marie Phillips, project 
and program manager for the city.
 “We’re only going to be on the bay because that’s 
where we have the issue,” Phillips told committee 
members.
 “They will be in high-traffi c areas as identifi ed by 
the spotters,” Phillips added, referring to citizens who 
have reported people failing to scoop after their pets 
have pooped.
 Seated with the group was Mayor Michael Pierce, 
well aware of a pet-waste problem. He recently hosted 
visitors to the Island, one of whom stepped in dog waste 
on the pier, where pets are prohibited.
 “People step in it and stuff,” said committee 
member David Teitelbaum, shaking his head. Beyond 
the waste stations, he wanted to know what could be 
done about enforcing the city ordinance requiring the 
removal of pet waste.
 “The offi cers have said they have to see it per-
sonally,” said committee member and former Mayor 
Connie Drescher.
 Julia Burch, a liaison to the committee from the 
SBEP, suggested additional outreach. She reported that 
the Tampa Bay Estuary Program set up a temporary 
educational booth in high-traffi c, dog-walking areas to 
talk with people.
 “That makes sense,” said Phillips. “I wouldn’t mind 
doing that, going down to Herb Dolan Park one day.”
 Phillips said she has talked with people about 
removing pet waste and has heard, “It is just fertil-
izer.”
 Pet waste, however, is a major cause of nonpoint 
source pollution, according to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
 The EPA warns that many pathogens found in 

animal waste can infect humans, including some organ-
isms that can cause skin infections or chest pains. E. 
coli has been the source of disease outbreaks in the 
United States. Cryptosporidium, which is resistant to 
disinfection with chlorine and also found in pet waste, 
causes gastrointestinal illness and can be fatal in people 
with weakened immune systems.
 The EPA also warns of stormwater carrying waste 
into water bodies, threatening marine life and water 
quality.
 Before the pet-waste stations get planted in the 
ground, planning and zoning offi cials, as well as the 
city’s building offi cial will review the locations.
 The committee also discussed the city’s campaign 
to discourage the use of plastic bags. The group hopes 
to create signs for placement on the Historic Bridge 
Street Pier and in other locations to encourage alterna-
tives to the bags.
 Plastic shopping bags are not prohibited by city 
ordinance, though such regulations do exist in other 
locations. San Francisco’s board of supervisors made 
the city the fi rst in the nation to ban plastic bags last 
March.
 For more than a year, Bradenton Beach offi cials 
have made a concerted effort to encourage the use of 
cloth bags and discourage plastic.
 The bags are hard to recycle, easily blow into 
tree branches and waterways, threaten marine life and 
occupy landfi ll space. Many of the bags also are petro-
leum-based, according to Greenpeace, an international 
environmental group.
 WorldWatch Institute, another international group, 
has estimated that about 5 trillion nondegradable plas-
tic bags are used worldwide each year. It takes about 
430,000 gallons of oil to produce 100 million plastic 
bags.
 The next general meeting of the ScenicWAVES 
committee will take place at 3 p.m. Monday, May 5, at 
city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N. A meeting of the group’s 
parking committee will take place at 2 p.m. that day.
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Stone Crab 
Specials! 

Floaters $5/lb. 
Medium $10/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $15/lb. 
Buy 20 pounds and save more!

Floaters $4/lb. 
Medium $8/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $12/lb.

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC. 
4600 124th St. W., Cortez 

941-794-1249 
M-F: 8am-Noon & 1-5pm • Sat: 8am-Noon

at AP BELL 

$18
$76

Prices subject to change

$20
$108

Temporarily Closed 
New Address

5508 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach

Opens July 1

Citizen Eco-Drive 
Charm Bracelet Watch 

Swarovski Crystal accents.
Blue mother-of-pearl dial. 

Detachable charms.
Reg. $300
Now $240

Mother’s Day Special 
Unstoppable Charm 

Fueled by light, it never needs a battery

UUUUUpcoming Workshops:
••••• Detox Yoga May 10th 
••••• Body Rolling May 24

Vinyasa Flow Yoga
with Cindy Phillips

Tuesdays 6:15pm 
and Wednesdays 9:30am

Strength, Fluidity, M
editation in M

otion

Island Yoga SpaceIsland Yoga Space
9805 Gulf Drive 

(upstairs at Body & Sol Spa)
Anna Maria, FL

www.islandyogaspace.com

Call 941-779-2106

AWARD-WINNING 
IDEAS FOR 

YOUR HOME

Reserved: Birds only
Nancy Douglass and Joe Sage of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission stand near where 
they reserved a small area on Anna Maria’s beach for nesting shore birds. The state urges people to stay out-
side the roped area. For more information, call the FFWC at 888-404-3922. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Cortez election warms up, sort of
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 Political competition has hit Cortez. It’s downright 
genteel compared with the national traveling burlesque, 
but warm enough for the small, history-laden fi shing 
village. 
 Candidates have begun to make their rounds to con-
vince their neighbors to support them come 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 6, when the Florida Institute for Saltwa-
ter Heritage holds its annual membership meeting and 
potluck dinner at the Florida Maritime Museum.
 There are no fat political goodies involved, just 
the privilege of serving the village by presiding over 
meetings, giving of their time, attending a crisis here 
and there, and listening to plenty of criticism. 
 FISH is the premier civic organization of Cortez, 

involved in every aspect of public affairs, and most of 
its board members have served for some years, often 
without election competition. 
 And most on the board are expected to continue 
in offi ce, said FISH President Allen Garner. But corre-
sponding secretary Maxine Myford has decided not to 
seek re-election and that creates a vacancy at the top. 
 In addition, four board seats are up for election 
under FISH guidelines, so there is competition there, 
too. A nominating committee will bring four candidates 
to the membership Tuesday – Sheila Mora and Caro-
lyn Doig for corresponding secretary, Glen Brooks and 
Sam Bell for three-year seats on the board. 
 Other offi cers serving with Garner are Richard Cul-
breath, vice president; Karen Bell, treasurer; and David 
Zaccagnino, recording secretary. 
 FISH has been the leading organization of Cortez 
since 1990, Garner recalled, when other organizations 
decided a consortium was needed to take on bigger 
projects and to become the focus of the village. 
 That’s when the Cortez Village Historical Society, 
Organized Fishermen of Florida, the Cortez Volunteer 
Fire Department and its auxiliary came together to 
establish FISH. 
 Its fi rst project was to save the 1890-built Burton 
Store, all that was left of the Albion Inn which the U.S. 
Coast Guard demolished to make room for Station 
Cortez. 
 The store now is at its permanent home as part of 
the Florida Maritime Museum, itself a major dream 
of FISH. The organization rebuilt several old docks, 
installed historic signs and planned and erected the a 
memorial statue to lost fi shers on the waterfront. 
 Early on, members talked of acquiring a 95-acre 
tract of mangroves and uplands as a nature preserve 
and a buffer to ward off development. An outrageous 
notion for a little village with almost no money in the 
bank, many scoffed. 
 But FISH’s treasurer, Karen Bell, with plenty of 
help from other villagers, pulled it off. The land owner, 
a Michigan widow of a Florida investor, offered to sell 
the valuable property to FISH as a nature preserve for 
$250,000. A bargain, but still a challenge for empty 
pockets. Undaunted, the organization fi nanced that pur-
chase through its annual Cortez Commercial Fishing 
Festival. 
 FISH also has played a large part in the develop-
ment of the museum, which has been brought alive 
in the 1912-built schoolhouse by the state, nonprofi t 
organizations and Manatee County. In this case, the 
county means largely Richard “Chips” Shore, clerk of 
the circuit court who is in charge of matters historic in 
the county. The museum is at the northwest corner of 
the FISH Preserve, an association which supporters are 
quick t point out. 
 Coming up on the FISH agenda are moving its tra-
ditional boatbuilding program to a house it bought on 
the Preserve property, and continued restoration of the 
Preserve, starting soon at the east end.

Obituaries
Helen E. Davis

 Helen E. Davis, 72, of Holmes Beach, died April 
20. 
 Private services will be held at a later date.
 She is survived by husband Merle C. Jr.; daugh-
ters Pam Zuccarin and Brenda Sisca; son Merle C. III; 
sisters Agnes Verner and Sheila Oberhoffer; brother 
Richard Noble; fi ve grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. 

John M. Denton
 John M. Denton, 54, of Palmetto, died April 22. 
 Mr. Denton, born in Orlando, Fla., has been a life-
long resident of Manatee County. He was a self-em-
ployed real estate investor. He attended Manatee High 
School and graduated from the Flint School aboard the 
sailing vessel Ta Vega. He was a Little League coach 
for many years and loved to fi sh and sail. 
 Memorial services were Saturday at Shannon 
Funeral Home, Westview Chapel, Bradenton. Online 
condolences will be accepted. 
 He is survived by sons Ryan of Bradenton, Chris-
topher of Gainesville and Beau of Jacksonville; daugh-
ters, Caroline Foster of Bradenton Beach and Kathryn 
of Jacksonville; brothers, Dan and David, both of Sara-
sota; sister, Holly Forssell of Bradenton; and parents 
John and Mary of Bradenton. 

Mary A. Hinds
 Mary A. Hinds, 88, of Bradenton, died April 24. 
 Services and burial were planned to be in Hamilton, 
Ohio. Arrangements were by Brown & Sons Funeral 
Homes & Crematory.
 Mrs. Hinds is survived by daughter, Judith Reck-
man of Westchester, Ohio; sons, Robert of Holmes 
Beach and James of Live Oak, Fla.; 13 grandchildren; 
and 17 great grandchildren.
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JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays  7:30 & 10am
Rector’s Class  8:45am

Thursdays 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat morning prayer 8am

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Saturday 5pm – 
Sunday 9:30am – 

Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Fellowship follows
Sunday Service

Come Celebrate 
With Us

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813 • 6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach • www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

Acupuncture Can Help!
• Arthritis • Weight loss • Back, neck, knee pain 
• And much more

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Free consultations, 773- 6134
Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

NNNNNatural Facelift Demonstration 
at Body and Sol

Tues • May 6 • Noon
Call 773-6134 to RSVP

CONSUMER HOTLINE 1-888-559-9689 X8601

www.FatCatCarpetCleaning.com
www.ethicalservices.com

778-2882 or 387-0607
i [ r w

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!111100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!

Carpet • Upholstery
Tile • Grout 

Cleaning and 
Stain Control

Fire commissioners OK committee, study
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 West Manatee Fire Rescue commissioners recently 
authorized a study and the creation of a citizen’s panel 
to analyze the district’s space needs.
 For the past several months, commissioners and 
WMFR offi cers have discussed inadequate space at the 
district’s three station houses, as well as the district’s 
administration building.
 How to obtain additional space is one question.
 How much additional space is another.
 During a meeting April 17 at Station No. 1 in 
Holmes Beach, commissioners agreed to take the issue 
to the next level.
 Chairman Mike Mulyck offered a motion to autho-
rize Chief Andy Price to establish a citizens committee 
to help work on the issue. The motion also authorized 

fi re offi cials to seek proposals on a spatial-needs assess-
ment — a study to determine the short-term and long-
term space requirements for WMFR.
 Mulyck and Commissioners John Rigney and Jesse 
Davis approved the motion. Commissioners Larry Tyler 
and Jack Emery did not attend the meeting.
 “We’re at a point where we could use some outside 
help,” Rigney said.
 In other business, Price announced the anticipated 
Florida State Revenue personal income growth factor, a 
number used to set the tax rate increase in the district.
 The projected personal income growth increase 
is about 6.35 percent, Price said, noting that, if that 
number is accurate, the district cannot raise its assess-
ment rates higher.
 About 96 percent of the revenues in the fi re dis-
trict’s budget come from assessment fees paid by prop-

erty owners. The fees are not ad valorem taxes based on 
property value, but rather fl at rates based on the type of 
property and the size of the building on that property.
 If the commission approves the 6.35 percent rate, 
owners of a single-family residence with about 1,000 
square feet would see an increase in the base assessment 
rate from $139.37 to $148.22. The base assessment rate 
for a duplex would go from $278.73 to $296.44. The 
base rate for commercial 1,000 feet of commercial 
property would go from $334.48 to $355.72.
 Price said the district is at the preliminary stage 
in the 2008-09 budget process and it will “mirror” the 
current budget, with no new programs, new hires or 
new major equipment purchases.
 The next meeting commission meeting will take 
place at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at Station No. 1, 
6001 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

Cramer upbeat following home invasion, beating
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Former Anna Maria City Commissioner Linda 

Cramer is continuing to recover 
following the home invasion 
April 17 in which two men beat 
her about the face, tied her up 
and stole guns, cash and jewelry 
from the Crescent Drive home 
where she resides.
 “I’m recovering physically, 
but mentally, to be honest, it’s 
too bizarre of an incident to not 

think about it. They obviously targeted this house,” she 
said.
 She is now more cautious when leaving her house, 
entering her car or a store, or even when just passing 
people on the streets. She checks locks, windows and 
doors to ensure she’s secure.
 “To think that something like this could happen in 
Anna Maria. When it happens to you, it’s pretty scary. 
It just shows you how desperate people are. This is a 
desperate time in the economy,” she said.
 For Cramer, closure can begin when the case is 
completed. 
 “This just needs to be solved. But I’m pretty con-

fi dent in the [Manatee County] Sheriff’s Offi ce.”
 Sgt. John Kenney of the MCSO’s Anna Maria sub-
station intended to take vacation last week, but canceled 
his plans to tackle the case.
 He, along with MCSO Detective Norbett Whorley 
are working the case, following leads and interviewing 
anyone who might have knowledge of the incident.
 “We had a status meeting and we have several good 
leads. We’re following up and going over everything, 
checking the evidence and determining who else might 
be involved,” Kenney said.
 The suspects were described as two white males, 
one about six feet tall, slim with brown hair and wear-
ing sunglasses, while the other was listed as about 5 
feet, 7 inches tall, short and stocky, wearing sunglasses 
and possibly named Mike. According to the report, the 
men were driving a white, older model delivery van 
with two sponge die tied to the front mirror.
 Anyone with information on the incident, or who may 
have seen a white van on Crescent Drive around 4 p.m. on 
April 17, is asked to call Whorley at 941-747-3011, ext. 
2597, or the Anna Maria substation at 941-708-8899.
 Callers can remain anonymous and all information 
is kept confi dential.

Cramer

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 

of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

Youth, sister arrested for assault on offi cer
By Mike Quinn

NewsManatee.com editor
Special to The Islander

 A scuffl e with a Bradenton Beach police offi -
cer started when a 14-year-old boy blew him a kiss 
and called the offi cer “the N-word.”
 According to police reports, Offi cer Tim Mat-
thews was driving through Coquina Beach April 
20 at about 2 p.m. and saw a juvenile blow him a 
kiss.
  The offi cer asked what his problem was, and 
the 14-year-old youth said, “I don’t have a problem, 
(N-word).” Matthews then asked why he would 
blow him a kiss, and the boy allegedly cursed at 
the offi cer.

 When Matthews attempted to arrest the youth, 
his sister, Veronica Lewis, 18, of Tampa, stepped 
between them. The offi cer told her to move, and 
she pushed Matthews, saying she didn’t want her 
brother arrested.
 The offi cer then pushed her out of his way and 
attempted to grab the young man, who pushed the 
offi cer away, the report said.
 A scuffle ensured, according to the report. 
Meanwhile, Lewis was grabbing the officer, 
trying to pull him off her brother, so Mat-
thews called for assistance. She was also 
arrested.
 Both were charged with battery on a law 
enforcement offi cer.
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CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
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32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

The Island Experts Since 1972

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center 

778-9622
Whitney Plaza • 6810 Gulf of Mexico Dr.

Longboat Key
941.383.7180 • themarketlbk.com

Hot Breakfast/Lunch • Produce • Deli Sandwiches 
Butcher • Gelato/Espresso Bar • Free Wi-Fi

Cross over the 
bridge – just 

one mile 
south of 

Coquina Beach!

Simply the best!Simply the best!
Your neighborhood market Your neighborhood market 

Monthly Arts and Crafts Show
8-4 • Sat. & Sun. • May 3 & 4

antiques • produce • orchids
new vendors • wine tasting

Smoked baby-back ribs
Jumbo hot dog and cold beer - $4.50

Vendor Space available! Call 383-7180.

gg
a
nn

OPEN 7-7 

DAILY

Kentucky 
Derby Party! 

3:30 pm • Sat. • May 3 
Wear a derby hat and 

get a free happy hour drink! 

Longboat Key Liquors Longboat Key Liquors 
&  Cocktail Lounge &  Cocktail Lounge 

Package Store Open 7 DaysPackage Store Open 7 Days
9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat.Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat.
Live Music and Dancing 7:00Live Music and Dancing 7:00

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

AME MeNU
Monday, May 5

Breakfast: Cheese Omelet with Hashbrowns, Cereal, 
Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Turkey Gravy or Breaded Beef Patty, Mashed 
Potatoes, Breadstick, Strawberry Cup

Tuesday, May 6
Breakfast: Breakfast Hot Pocket, Toast, Peanut 

Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets or Corn Dog, Broccoli, 

Mixed Fruit, Pineapple Tidbits
Wednesday, May 7

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” selections, Super Donut, 
Toast, Cereal

Lunch: “Bosco” Cheese Sticks with Marinara, 
Assorted Salads and Sandwiches, Green Beans, 

Applesauce, Zoo Crackers
Thursday, May 8

Breakfast: Egg and Cheese Biscuit, Oatmeal, 
Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Grilled Chicken on a Bun or Beef Ravioli, 
Tator Tots, Strawberries and Bananas, Tangerines

Friday, May 9
Breakfast: Waffl e Sticks with Syrup, Cereal, Toast, 

Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Pizza or Chicken Quesadilla, Corn, Salad, 

Fruit Cup��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

AME playwrights recognized by Sarasota theater 
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Each year students at Anna Maria Elementary 
School are fi rst inspired by Florida Studio Theater of 
Sarasota performances and then encouraged to write a 
play for FST’s Young Playwrights Festival. 
 This year Samantha Burgess and Alexia Yavalar, 
teacher Joan Sackett’s fourth-graders, teamed up to 
write an award-winner for the competition.
 Earlier in the school year, students were visited by the 
Florida Studio Theatre playmakers and, through hands-on 
playwriting, students learned to mix the ingredients of a 
play: setting, characters, confl ict and dialogue. 
 Young writers were encouraged to take the ingre-
dients and put together a short play for the contest.
 This year’s festival drew entries from more than 9,200 
students in kindergarten through sixth-grade from around 
the world. FST members read all of the plays and packets 
were made available for the public to read and evaluate. 
 As a merit awardwinner, Burgess and Yavalar’s 
work is among the top 2 percent of entries.
 This is the girls’ fi rst entry into the contest and they 
both found collaborating a positive experience.
 “We’re good friends so we wanted to work 
together,” said Yavalar.
 The idea for “The Singing Girl” came about in a 
brainstorming session, while the two considered each 
other’s suggestions for a play topic. Burgess’ initial 
suggestion to write about a girl who wanted to sing and 
act in a play is the one they agreed sounded best.
 Collaborating, the pair said, wasn’t that hard. “We 
didn’t want to disagree,” said Yavalar, “So as much as 
we could, we didn’t.”
 “It was hard at times,” admited Burgess, “but not 
many times.”
 The authors agree on their favorite parts.
 “I like when our character Katie gets a part in the 
play and is able to sing,” said Yavalar.
 “I like that part, too,” said Burgess.
 Both agreed that they’d like to co-write again.
 “It’s fun to do it with a friend,” said Yavalar. “It’s 
more fun because if you think of something you can 
ask your friend. You have more help.”
 The duo offered future writers a simple tip, whether 
writing with a friend or alone: It’s important to pick a 
topic you like and have fun with it.
 Burgess and Yavalar’s play: 

The Singing Girl
Characters: Katie, her friend Niki, her parents John and 
Michelle.
Setting: Fall at Lee High School in Hawaii.
Problem: Katie wants to sing and act in plays and Michelle 
and John want her to work hard in her school studies.

Solution: Katie can act and sing in plays if she works 
twice as hard in her school studies.
 Katie: La, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la.
 Michelle, her mom: Katie come downstairs and 
study for your social studies test, NOW! Before your 
dad comes home.
 Katie: Mom I always get As on social studies tests. 
Fine, I guess I will.
 Narrator: The next day Katie had her social studies 
test. She didn’t do so well because when she was study-
ing she was thinking about a new song she wrote.
 Katie: (Thinking) Man, I wish I could sing when-
ever I wanted instead of studying.
 Narrator: Her new song was called “My Forever 
Friend.”
 Katie: I got a C-minus! My parents are going to kill 
me because my mom told me to study and all I could 
think about is my new song I wrote.
 Niki: Well I got a C-minus, too, if it makes you feel 
any better.
 Katie: Bye.
 Niki: (As she gets on the bus.) Bye, good luck. 
 Michelle: How did the test go?
 Katie: (Handing the test to her mom.) Don’t freak. 
I’ll try to get extra credit.
 Michelle: What! How did this happen? I made you 
study. You did, right? Or were you in outer space again?
 Katie: I studied. I swear!
 Michelle: You just wait until your father sees 
this.
 Katie: But!
 Michelle: Don’t you “but” me, young lady.
 Katie: (Sighing sadly)
 Narrator: Door opens.
 John: Hi. Honey, I’m home.
 Michelle: Hi. Look at Katie’s test.
 John: (Screaming) This can’t be true. They made a 
mistake. Did you study?
 Michelle: Yes.
 Narrator: Katie was grounded and the next day she 
saw signups for the fairy play. She even signed up for 
the lead solo.
 Niki: So how did your folks take it?
 Katie: Bad, really bad. Horrible.
 Niki: Same here.
 Narrator: Later that day after school Katie told her 
parents about the fairy play solo. Her parents didn’t let 
her, she was grounded. They were furious.
 Katie: (Thinking) My parents are mean. I wish I 
lived with Niki.
 Narrator: After she was grounded from being in the 
play she wasn’t going to let her parents get in the way 
of her dream come true. She started practicing the play 
solo. At dinner she made a compromise. The compro-
mise was she was allowed to sing in the play if she 

worked twice as hard on her studies and NEVER got 
a C-minus again.
 Niki: Do you know who got the part in the play?
 Katie: Yeah. Me!
 Narrator: When school was over and Katie got off 
the bus…
 Katie: Mom, Dad, I got the solo.
 Michelle, John: That’s superb!
 Michelle: We’re so happy! Hey, wait Katie, you 
have a math test tomorrow. Get studying.
 Katie: I know, but that’s the BEST promise ever. I 
better get studying.
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 5-07-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
TUE TUE ~ The Wheedles Band 8pm

WED WED ~ Smooth Jazz w/ Project SRQ 8:30pm
THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, 
Bangers and Mash,  Music with 

The Wheedles Band 7pm
FRI FRI ~  Gulf Drive Music 6 - 8pm

     FRI      FRI ~  Karaoke w/ Jim & Dee 8:30pm
SATSAT ~ Hammers & Adams 7pm

“Music you can listen to”

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad –for as little as $20.00!

e
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r early dinner*

 
ahi tuna appetizer, 10

gazpacho (cup), 5

hearts of palm salad, 8
 tomato, greens 
 and fresh citrus vinaigrette

dinner-size caesar, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

chicken cordon bleu, 16
 with house salad

mussels in wine-garlic-dijon, 13

pasta alfredo, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

sirloin strip steak, 17
 CREEKSTONE FARMS 10-OZ
 with house salad, béarnaise

strip steak sandwich, 15
 CREEKSTONE FARMS
 with garnish, béarnaise

grouper sandwich, 14
 grilled, blackened, 
 pan-seared or 
 breaded-sauteed

big burger on french bread, 12
 with gorgonzola, american
 or swiss cheese, 14

bread basket, 3 

and for kids (anytime)...
french hot dog, 8
chicken strips, 10
cheese&mac, 7

* early dinner, seated by 6:30 . open 7 nights a week
Sunday Brunch 8-1:30

5406 Marina Drive . Holmes Beach  941.778.5320
reservations appreciated | menu subject to change

It’s almost summer ... 
We’re geared up with lighter 
fare, lighter prices and some 
surprises! Like Chef Aldo, with great 
family-style and gourmet Italian 
specialties. You’re gonna love it!

Last chance 
this season! 
Come see, 
hear, enjoy the 
jazz stylings of 
Diane Linscott 
and friends 6-9 
Wednesday, 
April 30.

Troubadour 
Dan Mobley 
plays 6-9 
Friday, 
May 2.
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Last chance, get your ’70s groove on
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Only a few days remain to purchase tickets for 
the Anna Maria Elementary School “That ’70s Party” 
Spring Fling at St. Bernard Catholic Church Saturday, 
May 3.
 The annual dinner/dance is organized by the Par-
ent-Teacher Organization to raise funds and this year’s 
committee has its sight set on providing an outdoor 
learning pavilion on the bay as well as funding items 
cut from the school’s operational budget.
 A large part of the funds are raised through the 

event’s silent auction that features art projects created 
by students, gift baskets and specialty items such as gift 
certifi cates.
 In addition to auction items, food is another big 
draw for the Spring Fling. Guests will enjoy a buffet fea-
turing crab wonton from the Sun House, shrimp cocktail 
from The City Pier Restaurant, the Rod & Reel Pier’s 
seafood gumbo, Sandbar’s Mahi Mahi with lemon caper 
sauce, Mr. Bone’s baby back ribs, Ezra’s lobster and 
four-cheese macaroni and the Waterfront Restaurant’s 
beef tenderloin, among other menu items.
 And there are a limited number of chances being 

offered to win a 32-inch fl at-panel TV, which is on 
display in the school offi ce. The prize and its proceeds 
are donated by The Islander newspaper and tickets are 
available from some PTO members as well as at the 
event. 
 This year’s event includes a signature drink — 
Jell-O shots — offered in addition to wine, beer and soft 
drinks. Complimentary champagne is being donated by 
volunteer bartenders Barbara, Lauren and Jason Sato 
of Sato Real Estate.
 Complimentary babysitting is available at School 
for Constructive Play, 304 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, but 
space is limited to 50 children ages 2 to 12.
 Fling tickets are $40 per person or in tables of eight 
and can be arranged for at the school administration 
offi ce. For more information, call 941-708-5525.

AME dates to 
remember

 The Anna Maria Elementary 2007-08 school 
calendar is winding up, however, there are still 
opportunities for community involvement. Fol-
lowing are some dates to remember:
 As The Islander was being distributed Tues-
day, the Parent-Teacher Organization family 
dinner night with Island Gourmet and fourth-
grade student performance, 5pm.
 • 8 a.m. May 2 volunteer appreciation break-
fast.
 • 6 to 11 p.m. May 3 Spring Fling dinner, 
dance and silent auction at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church. 
 • May 9, Field Day activities.
 • 3:15 p.m. May 12, School Advisory Com-
mittee meeting in the media center.
 • May 12-16, staff appreciation week.
 • 9 a.m. May 16, Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tion meeting. 
 • 8 a.m. to noon, May 16, blood drive.
 • 7 p.m. May 20, fi fth-grade performance in 
the auditorium.
 • May 21, fi fth-grade DARE graduation.
 • May 26, school holiday.
 • May 30, early release.
 • May 30-June 1, AME Relay for Life Team 
at Coquina Beach.
 • June 3, fi fth-grade graduation lunch.
 • June 4, fi fth-grade vs. staff kickball game.
 • 6:30 p.m. June 5, early release, family skate 
night at Florida Wheels.
 • June 6, summer vacation begins.

‘Long Weekend’ is last of season

The cast of the “Long Weekend” on the Island Players stage includes Vinnie Contie, left, Jennifer Vassel, Caro-
lyn Zaput and Rick Kopp. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

 The Island Players production of “The Long Week-
end” opens at 8 p.m. May 8.
 Carole Kleinberg is directing the play, which fea-
tures Rick Kopp, Carolyn Zaput, Vinnie Conte and 
Jennifer Vassel onstage for the fi nal production of the 
theater’s 58th season.
 Support behind the scenes includes the work of 
stage manager David Coyle, set designer Jeffrey Dillon, 
construction chief Jack Abene, lighting designer Chris 
McVicker and costume designer Don Bailey.
 The play, written by Canadian playwright Norm 

Foster, will be performed Tuesdays through Sundays 
through May 18 at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria. Performances will take place at 8 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. The theater is 
dark on Mondays.
 The box offi ce will be open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Mondays through Saturdays, as well as one hour before 
each performance.
 For more information, call the box offi ce at 941-
778-5755.
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FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD APRIL 30 - MAY 6

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$1399$2899 
Grey Goose Bud, Bud Lt, Bud Select

750
ML

18-pack 
bottles

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Mon 7:30am-3pm • Tues - Sun 7:30am-9pm

770
994999 1-7

MMMMMMMMMMooonn 7777:::33333330000am-

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Iron Skillet Café 

Open Mother’s Day! 
Breakfast, lunch, dinner

New Hours! 
Now Open Sunday nights for dinner and 

Mondays for breakfast and lunch! 
Open Monday 7:30am-3pm 

Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-9pm

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 April 24, 100 block Tarpon Street, grand theft. The 
complainant said that someone took his pool cleaning 
device from his pool, which was valued at $400. 

Bradenton Beach
 April. 16, 100 block Bridge Street, violation of proba-
tion. Offi cers stopped a man suspected of having outstand-
ing warrants. After a record check, he was arrested.
 April 20, 201 Gulf Drive, Oma’s Restaurant, pos-
session of marijuana and possession of alcohol. Offi -
cers observed a person in a car parked at the restau-
rant throw a beer can from the vehicle. A search of 
vehicle produced what was later tested to be marijuana. 
Arrested were Danny Hernandez, 19, of Bartow, Sonia 
Hernandez, 19, of Bartow, and Marcos Hernandez, 19, 
of Fort Meade, on alcohol and marijuana charges.
 April 20, Cortez Beach, warrant. Offi cers observed 
a car parked at the beach after hours and, after a record 
check, determined the driver had an outstanding war-
rant. She was arrested.
 April 20, 200 block Bridge Street, warrant. Offi cers 
responded to a call and determined an employee had an 
outstanding warrant and was arrested.
 April 23, 2500 block Gulf Drive, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took $340 from his wallet.

Holmes Beach
 April 19, 5300 Gulf Drive, criminal mischief. The 
complainant said someone damaged the phone system 
in the lobby of the condominium. 
 April 20, 400 block 29th Street, burglary. The com-
plainant said someone broke into her rental apartment, 
but did not remove anything. 
 April 20, 3600 block at the beach, beverage law. Offi -
cers observed a woman drinking from a beer can. She was 
later found to be a juvenile with four cans of beer in her 
purse, and issued a notice to appear for the offense. 
 April 21, 6400 block Flotilla Drive, theft. The 

complainant said someone took her bicycle, valued at 
$266. 
  April 21, 3200 E. Bay Drive, theft. The complain-
ant said an employee left in the middle of her shift and 
had not closed out her cash register, which contained 
an estimated $25. 
 April 22, 5600 Marina Drive, battery. The complainant 
said a man in another vehicle stopped in front of her car, 
approached her, then struck her. She drove to the police 
department to report the incident. The man, estimated to 
be approximately 70 years of age, was not located.
 April 23, 4700 block Gulf Drive, driver’s license. 
After being contacted by Bradenton Beach offi cers, 
Holmes Beach offi cers stopped a man who did not have 
a valid driver’s license and had illegally altered his 
license plate. He was arrested and his vehicle towed. 
 April 24, 700 block Key Royale Drive, suspicious. 
While on patrol, offi cers stopped a man driving a pickup 
truck for driving at slow speed. The driver said he was 
collecting scrap metal from garbage. He was issued a 
citation for improper equipment.

Streetlife

Studio extends ‘Fur’ exhibit
 The Studio at Gulf and Pine has extended an 
exhibit of artist Linda Chapman’s “Fur and Feath-
ers in Fine Art” collection.
 The show will continue through May 17 at the 
gallery, 10101 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
 The Studio is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Fridays and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays.
 For more information, call the Studio at 941-
778-1906. 

Gloria Dei hosts car wash
 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, will host a car wash from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, May 3, to benefi t the Southeast High 
School girls basketball team.
 Workers will wash vehicles and collect donations 
in the parking lot. For more information, call the church 
at 941-778-1913.

One giant Island sale
This Gulffront house at 101 75th St. in Holmes Beach 
sold recently for $3.5 million. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Biggest Gulffront sale ever 
for Anna Maria Island

 Mike Norman of Mike Norman Realty recently 
listed and marketed a Gulffront house on 75th Street 
in Holmes Beach that has been sold for $3.5 million, 
the most expensive Gulffront home sale in memory, 
he said. The sales agent was Barbara Sato of Sato Real 
Estate.
 Norman said the house was purchased for $3.5 
million by a woman from England. The woman told 
Norman she saw the house advertised in The Islander
and made the purchase.
 “It’s the largest selling price for a Gulffront home 
I’ve ever seen,” said Norman, who is a veteran of more 
than 30 years in the Island real estate market.
 “She was defi nitely helped by a good exchange 
rate,” he added, noting the woman got almost 2-for-1 
dollars to pounds on the purchase. Just three years 
ago, the exchange rate was about $1.40 per English 
pound.

Island real estate 
transactions

 5337 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, a 2,992 afl a / 3,874 
sfur commercial building built in 1973 on a 82x118 lot 
was sold 04/11/08, Mowry to Murphy Property Group 
LLC for $1,290,000; list $1,320,000.
 506 Bay Drive S., Unit 1, Hibiscus, Bradenton 

PLEASE SEE REAL ESTATE, NEXT PAGE
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House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Appetizer, salad, entrée, 
dessert and a select bottle 

of red or white wine.

T

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 5pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

Closed Sunday

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

WWWWWWinner 2007 Taste of Manatee - 5 awards!

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just Just 
visitingvisiting

paradise?paradise?

condo built in 2004 was sold 04/08/08, WL Properties 
Inc. to Lighthouse Point LLC for $1,250,000.
 540 Key Royale Drive, Holmes Beach, a 2,604 sfl a 
/ 3,872 sfur 3bed/4bath/3car canalfront pool home built 
in 1962 on a 100x195 lot was sold 04/08/08, Wilson to 
Kelly for $1,020,000; list $1,195,000.
 3225 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, a 2,173 sfl a / 2,800 
sfur 3bed/3bath/2car home built in 2005 on a 50x100 
lot was sold 04/07/08, Radick to Paul for $969,000; list 
$995,000.
 1906 Gulf Drive N., Unit 104, Coquina Beach Club, 
Bradenton Beach, a 1,072 sfl a 2bed/2bath condo built 
in 1985 was sold 04/08/08, South Valley Drive LLC to 
Kocher for $540,000.
 203 78th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,204 sfl a / 2,222 
sfur 3bed/2bath home built in 1986 on a 56x89 lot was 
sold 04/08/08, Galletto to Radabaugh for $500,000; list 
$525,000.
 507 72nd St., Holmes Beach, a 1,732 sfl a / 2,764 
sfur 3bed/2bath canalfront pool home built in 1960 on 
a 93x125 lot was sold 04/09/08, McCaleb to Holmes 
for $500,000; list $549,000.
 600 Manatee Ave., Unit 235, Westbay Cove, 

Real estate
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 

Holmes Beach, a 1,179 sfl a / 1,559 sfur 2bed/2bath 
condo built in 1977 was sold 04/07/08, Ware to Malo-
ney for $439,000.
 705 Fern St., Anna Maria, a 1,288 sfl a / 1,913 sfur 
3bed/2bath home built in 1989 on a 50x100 lot was sold 
04/07/08, Carey to Parker for $400,000; list $499,000.
 210 84th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,200 sfl a / 1,470 
sfur 2bed/2bath pool home built in 1955 on a 90x100 lot 
was sold 04/08/08, Randazzo to Rolins for $400,000.
 5606 Carissa St., Holmes beach, a 1,208 sfl a / 1,804 
sfur 2bed/2bath duplex built in 1971 on a 58x105 lot 
was sold 04/07/08, Hudak to Mameo for $385,000.
 309 Spring Ave., Anna Maria, a 1,584 sfl a / 2,088 
sfur 3bed/2bath home built in 1979 on a 52x145 lot was 
sold 04/11/08, McDowell to Bixler for $385,000; list 
$389,900.
 3607 Gulf Drive, Unit 108, Sandy Pointe, Holmes 
Beach, a 976 sfl  a/ 1,065 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 
1996 was sold 04/11/08, Siddiqi to Viner for $215,000; 
list $250,000.
 2914 Ave. C, Bradenton Beach, a vacant 50x100 lot zoned 
R1 was sold 04/09/08, Goltz to Cunnien for $205,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty 
of Anna Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-
7244. 

Privateers pop tops for Shriners children
Marlies Gluck Upton, second from left, of the Ladies Oriental Shrine, Sar-I Court No. 79, presents a certifi cate 
of appreciation to the Anna Maria Island Privateers for collecting canned-drink pull-tabs that will benefi t the 
wheelchair repair fund for the Tampa Shriners Hospital for Children. The oodles and oodles of bagged tabs will 
be sorted, weighed and recycled for charity dollars by the Shriners. Accepting the certifi cate for the Privateers is 
Wench Carolyn Hart, left, along with Kathy Griffenkranz and Bekka Stasny, kneeling, and, from left to right, Debbie 
“HooDat’s Honey” Murphree, Alice “Splash” Domey and Shriner Marylou Ellis. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Lawns by Anthony
Anthony DeMarco of AJD Enterprises has run 

a successful lawn maintenance business in west Bra-
denton for the past 14 years and, with several clients 
moving to Anna Maria Island, is looking to expand to 
the Island.
 Anthony offers the complete package of lawn care 
services, ranging from lawn mowing to tree trimming, 
pruning, shrub removal, yard cleanup and landscap-
ing.
 “A lot of times when people purchase a home, the 
yard is a mess. That’s where we can come in and get 
the trees and lawn in great shape for the home buyer,” 
said Anthony.
 Cleanup services also work great when renters 
depart after the winter seasone of enjoying the Island.
 “We’re a full-service company and available for 
emergencies,” he added. “I like to think that we can 
handle the lawn care needs of anyone.”
 For more information, call 941-798-9025.

Italia speciala
 The Via Italia restaurant just over the bridge 
to the mainland in the Northwest Promenade shop-
ping center at 6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton, has 
stepped up to the plate to accommodate visitors and 
residents alike looking for great Italian food at a great 
price.
 Owner Mike McGowan now has a new dinner 
special guaranteed to go easy on the pocketbook, yet 
give restaurant guests that true Italian experience.
 Mike is now offering dinner for two for just 
$49.95, including a bottle of wine. The special also 
includes an entrée with side dishes, a choice of soup 
or salad, appetizer and dessert for each member of 
the twosome.
 “We really wanted to show our guests our appre-
ciation for dining with us and we believe this is a great 
way to enjoy fantastic Italian food at a really affordable 
price,” said Mike. “And we plan on having this special 
all summer for our patrons,” he added.
 Reservations are requested and dinner is served 
from 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
 For more information on Via Italia and the dinner 
special, call 941-792-5332.
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria 
Island

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-94044528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404

C8

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fri. May 2 ~ Road BlockFri. May 2 ~ Road Block
Sat. May 3 ~ Sat. May 3 ~ Natural VibesNatural Vibes

Sun. May 4 ~ Doc & BCSun. May 4 ~ Doc & BC

June 15 Eclipse
June 23 Natural 

Vibes

Tues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pmTues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pm
Fri    11:30am-midnightFri    11:30am-midnight
Sat      noon-midnightSat      noon-midnight
Sun    noon-8:00pmSun    noon-8:00pm

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply PutSimply Put
• Customized and      
   rejuvenated furniture
• Unique gifts  
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques 
• Collectibles 

Artisan Artisan 

GalleryGallery

Outdoor Fair
8am - 3pm, 

Sat, April 19
9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria

  (941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B44B4444B44BB44B4444

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”

EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE REGGAE 
TUNESTUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

B5

Mother’s Day Brunch 

Sunday • May 11 • 10am-3pm 

Omelet and Waffl e Station, Carving Station, 
Featured Entrees, Delicious Sides, Dessert Table 

For preferred seating call 782-1122 
111 Gulf Drive S. • Bradenton Beach 

941-782-1122
www.thesunhouserestaurant.com

Dinner Menu Available 4-9 pm

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

B4

B4

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach • Open Daily 4-9:30 • Fri & Sat 4-10:30 
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

Great Food with an Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Live Music 
Friday & Saturday 

HALF-OFF 
ENTRÉE 

with this ad and the purchase of a 
regular priced entrée and any 

two beverages. 
Excludes holidays and special events. 

Expires 05/14/08. 

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

2 FREE 
GLASSES OF WINE 

with this ad and the purchase of 2 
entrees at regular price. 

Excludes holidays and special events. 
Expires 05/14/08.Early Bird Special

Daily 4-6pm

Yolo Parasailing 
& Island Adventure Cruises

Parasailing – home of the smiley face parachute 
Dolphin & Sightseeing Cruises

$5 off any parasailing 
or adventure cruise 
with coupon 

Est. in 1987 

4334 127th ST. W. Cortez Rd. • Cortez 
PAPO Certifi ed and PAPO Certifi ed and 
InsuredInsured  
USCGUSCG Licensed Licensed 941-792-6000941-792-60004334 127th st. w.  • cortez • open daily • 941-794-3580

annie’s bait annie’s bait && tackle  tackle 
Come try our waterfront …Come try our waterfront …

gulf grouper sandwich  gulf grouper sandwich  
fresh ½ lb. burger  •  cuban sandwiches  

The bait shop 
with great food!
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B1

Early BirdsEarly Birds
Mon-Fri 3-6 pmMon-Fri 3-6 pm
Popular Dinner Entrees

House Wine $3 • Draft Beer $1.50

The City Pier RestaurantThe City Pier Restaurant
Open 11am daily for Lunch & DinnerOpen 11am daily for Lunch & Dinner

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria
779-1667779-1667

RENT 
Just 4 Fun 

Boats • Bikes • Kayaks 
Free home delivery and pick-up 

941-447-1506
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Wednesday, April 30
8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands 

Key Chamber of Commerce holds a breakfast meeting 
at its offi ces, 6960 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat 
Key. Fee. Information: 941-383-2466.

Saturday, May 3
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island hosts a breakfast meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
795-8697.

9:30 a.m. — The REAL Women’s Ministry of 
Crosspointe Fellowship celebrates Mother’s Day with a 
brunch at the church, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-7845.
 10:30 a.m. — Save Anna Maria Inc. holds a meet-
ing at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2549.

Sunday, May 4
8 a.m. — A 5-kilometer run to benefi t the Chil-

dren’s Academy of Southwest Florida Inc., takes place 
starting in Bayfront Park in Anna Maria. Information: 
941-746-8726.

Monday, May 5
1:15 p.m. — The Gulf Coast Writers group meets at 

the Island Public Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach, to hear from Lakewood Ranch writer Patda Jim 
DeLaTorre. Information: 941-778-7631.

Tuesday, May 6
 Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets 
for lunch and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 
200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1880.

6:30 p.m. — The Florida Institute of Saltwater 
Heritage holds its annual meeting and potluck dinner 
at the Florida Maritime Museum, 4415 119th St. W., 
Cortez. Information: 941-708-6121.

Ongoing: 
 • The Anna Maria Island Art League celebrates the 
“Landscapes of the Island” through May 1 at its gal-
lery, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-2099.
 • Through May, yoga sessions will be conducted on 
Saturdays at 8 a.m. on the beach near the Spruce Street 
entrance in Anna Maria. Participants are encouraged 
to bring a mat or a large towel. Donation. Information: 
941-778-4109 or evalena@yogasole.com.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday 

of the month at the Martinique North condominium in 
the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria, sells early settlers bread on 
Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-778-
0492.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch 
horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • On Fridays at 6:30 p.m., the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, 
hosts a free movie night in the gym. Information: 941-
778-1908.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, offers a range of classes 
for adults and children Mondays through Saturdays, 
including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The 
Center also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. 
Information: 941-778-1908 or www.islandcommuni-
tycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the 
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., 
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to 
answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking 
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 
a.m., the widowed persons support group meets at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the 
American Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, 
hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Information: 941-794-

3489.

Coming up:
• On May 8, “The Long Weekend” opens at the 

Island Players theater at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria. 
The play continues Tuesdays through Sundays through 
May 18. Information: 941-778-6878.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League pres-
ents the 14th annual Manatee High Exhibit, beginning 
with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 Holmes 
Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit continues through 
May 28. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On May 10, the Anna Maria Island Privateers 
host the annual Whitey Horton Memorial Golf Tour-
nament, barbecue and awards banquet at River Run 
Golf Links, 1801 27th St. E., Bradenton. Information: 
941-812-1412.
 • May 11 is Mother’s Day. Don’t forget.

Save the date:
 • On May 17, the Anna Maria Island Privateers 
host Snooks Adams Kids Day at Bayfront Park in Anna 
Maria.
 • On May 25, the Bridge Street Merchants Associa-
tion hosts a Memorial Day celebration on Bridge Street. 
Information: 941-720-3317 or visit www.hbsma.com.
 • May 26 is Memorial Day.
 • On May 31 and June 1, the Anna Maria Island 
Relay for Life benefi ting the local American Cancer 
Society takes place at Coquina Beach. Registration is 
under way. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On June 1, the 2008 hurricane season begins. Be 
prepared.

Pay up or walk the plank, matey!
The Anna Maria Island Privateers arrive in force April 19 aboard the Skullywag fl oat/boat with cannons boom-
ing at the Anna Maria Moose Lodge in Bradenton Beach to capture Moose members and allow them to “bail” 
out of the brig by contributing to the Privateers youth scholarship funds. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy
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Aces to host benefi t for Bradenton girl
 Ace’s Lounge will host a benefi t May 18 to raise 
money for an 11-year-old girl living what organizers 

believe are the last months of her 
life.
 Megan Clynie Jean Stevens, 
11, of Bradenton, was diagnosed 
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
in October 2001. Since then, she has 
undergone various treatments and 
many tests.
 Early after her diagnosis, she 
went into remission.

 A routine blood test two years ago indicated the 
cancer had returned and, after 28 days of treatment, 

Megan again went into remission.
 But a year later, another exam showed the cancer’s 
return, as well as multiple related illnesses. Megan’s 
medical team determined that she needed a bone-mar-
row transplant, which she received last December.
 But Megan’s condition remains critical. Tests show 
the cancer is in her blood stream and Megan may not 
live beyond three months.
 The benefi t will take place from noon to 6 p.m.
at Ace’s Lounge, 4343 Palma Sola Blvd., Bradenton, 
will raise money for Megan and her family to enjoy 
the months ahead.
 For more information, call Ursula Duncan at 941-
587-7798, or Wendy Hayden at 941-792-2572.

The Anna Maria Island Privateers dedicated proceeds from a winter mullet smoke to help with medical 
expenses for Island businesswoman Sue Normand, who was shot at her Island Mail & More Holmes Beach 
store in December. Privateers invited Normand to their ship at Holmes Beach City Hall last week to present 
their check for $1,050. Normand is now able to walk small distances aided by a cane and was “very pleased” 
with the assistance from the crew. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

Megan Stevens

Crosspointe hosts 
Mother’s Day brunch

 The REAL Women’s Ministry of Crosspointe Fel-
lowship will celebrate Mother’s Day with a brunch at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday, May 3.
 The event will take place at the church, 8605 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 For more information and to make reservations, 
e-mail Lois Mills at lois20@msn.com, or call Kaye 
McConnell at 941-778-7845.

Gulf Coast Writers to meet 
May 5 at Island library

 The Gulf Coast Writers group meets May 5 at 1:15 
p.m. at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 The group will hear from Lakewood Ranch author 
Patda Jim DeLaTorre, who writes under the name Patda 
Jim. The author will talk about “write right for the reader.”
 For more information about GCW, call Nancy Col-
cord 778-7631.

Islanders to observe 
‘Day of Prayer’

 All Island Denominations will sponsor a 
National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 1.
 The event, organized by the All Island 
Denominations group of churches, will take 
place at 11 a.m. at the West Manatee Fire Rescue 
District’s Station No. 1, 6001 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 The National Day of Prayer is an annual 
observance held on the fi rst Thursday of May, 
inviting people of all faiths to pray for the nation. 
It was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the 
U.S. Congress and signed into law by President 
Harry S. Truman.
 For more information, call the Rev. Gary 
Batey of Roser Memorial Community Church 
at 941-792-2030.
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  He noted that the department’s fi reboat was not 
used because of manpower.
 The boat might have aided in fi ghting the fi re, but 
the boat is designed for fi ghting marine fi res. And it 
would have taken fi refi ghters away from fi ghting the 
fi re to staff the boat, Price observed.
 “And remember, the wind was blowing 20 mph and 
we had an accessibility problem. We had to get behind 
the fi re. If there was no wind that night, it could have 
been a different story.”
 Possibly, said retired firefighter Dave Tuemler, 
who inspected the scene later on April 17. But por-
table pumping units are standard equipment for fi re 
trucks he was associated with during his 24 years as a 
fi refi ghter.
 Tuemler retired as a lieutenant with the Covington, 
Ky., Fire Department after 24 years and said that in his 
opinion, there was planning failure associated with the 
loss.
 His units always carried a portable pump that could 
put 250 gallons a minute on a fi re, and he questioned 
why WMFR doesn’t have similar equipment. Such a 
pump sells for about $600 and could have been pumping 
from the pool in a few minutes or less, he claimed.
 In addition, fi refi ghters “should have known they 
had no hydrant on that street,” said Tuemler.
 “It’s pathetic to think they were so close to the fi re 
and it took that long to get water on the fi re,” he noted. 
The WMFR station is about .4 mile from the Davis 
house.
 “Plus, it was ludicrous to fi ght that fi re with an 
aerial truck. They should have gone upwind. They 
could have come in from behind the house with a por-
table. They did a poor job at best and any homeowner 
on that street is at risk if they have a fi re.”
 He said insurance companies will review the fi re 
report and adjust their rates accordingly when they real-
ize there’s no hydrant on 58th Street.
 “That planning was extremely poor,” Tuemler reit-

 “We did the best we could with what we had. We 
were up against the wind blowing in our faces and [the 
truck] couldn’t access the back.”
 Additionally, the fi re had spread through the roof by 
the time units arrived. Price indicated one truck arrived 
on the scene about three minutes after the fi rst alarm.
 Davis, although questioning the strategy, praised 
the fi refi ghters for their efforts.
 “They worked extremely hard and were extremely 
kind to us. I want to give them thanks. They did the best 
they with the plan.”
 Still, explanations of winds, hydrant locations, 
manpower, stabilizing trucks and how many gallons 
of water the fi re trucks carry are small consolations 
to anyone who has just seen their house go up in 
fl ames.
 “You’re looking at a man who lost everything but 
his life,” said Davis. “It’s pretty hard for me to look at 
what’s left.”

Homeowner questions fi re
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Holmes Beach family cheers Pulitzer Prize
The Washington 
Post team that 
recently won a 
Pulitzer Prize for 
local breaking-news 
reporting was led by 
Robert J. 
McCartney, whose 
father and step-
mother live in 
Holmes Beach. 
Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Robert J. 
McCartney

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Washington Post editor Robert J. McCartney cele-
brated with his colleagues recently as he learned that his 
metro team won a Pulitzer Prize for breaking news.
 Holmes Beach residents James and Molly McCa-
rtney celebrated that day, too. As reporters, they know 
the Pulitzer Prize is the journalism equivalent of an 
Academy Award. James’ son, Molly’s stepson, had won 
the big one.
 Robert J. McCartney oversees The Post’s largest 
staff — about 150 people — as assistant managing 
editor for metropolitan news. As such, he’s responsible 
for coverage in Washington, D.C., and the suburbs in 
Maryland in northern Virginia.
 On April 16, 2007, Seung-Hui Cho went on a shoot-
ing spree on the Virginia Tech campus in Blacksburg 
and McCartney and his team jumped — high and far 
to go after the story for print and online.
 The fi rst report that morning was that a gunman 
was loose on the campus and a reporter was sent to 
Blacksburg, while others worked the story from Wash-
ington. By the end of a noon editor’s meeting, it was 
clear the story was big — 32 people would die.
 “We mobilized everybody,” McCartney said.
 The headlines on the Pulitzer-reviewed stories read, 
“Gunman kills 32 at Virginia Tech in deadliest shoot-
ing in U.S.,” “2-hour gap leaves room for questions,” 
“Pop, pop, pop: Students down, doors barred, leaps to 
safety,” “Students make connections at a time of total 
disconnect,” “Kaine orders independent investigation,” 
“Student wrote about death and spoke,” “Weapons pur-
chases aroused no suspicions,” “Tragedy beyond imagi-
nation,” “That was the desk I chose to die under.”
 Eleven bylined reporters and dozens of other Post jour-
nalists contributed to the Virginia Tech reporting, which 
included the fi rst eyewitness account of the shootings.
 “The whole next week was just a blur to me as 
I looked back,” said McCartney, who is married, has 
a son and lives in Bethesda, Md. “We had scores of 
people involved, probably more than 100 working on 
this during the course of the week.”
 The Pulitzer Prize committee considered The Post’s 
fi rst three days of coverage in awarding the breaking 
news for local reporting award.

 McCartney boasted that on the third day the news-
paper published a four-page reconstruction of the shoot-
ings. The primary writer had previously won a Pulitzer 
Prize and 18 reporters fed him facts.
 “It was ambitious,” McCartney said.
 McCartney has held a number of posts in his 26 
years with The Post, working as an editor or reporter 
in fi ve departments. He joined The Post as an assistant 
foreign editor in 1982, after working for the Associated 
Press in Rome.
 The journalist’s assignments have taken him to 
Germany, where he covered the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and to Central America, where he covered the civil 
wars in El Salvador and Nicaragua. He also worked 
on covering the shooting of the pope and the bombing 
in Oklahoma City.
 At least twice in his career he was covering the 
same story as his father for competing publications 
— the Reykjavik Summit with Ronald Reagan and 
Mikhail Gorbachev, and a NATO summit in Brussels.
 McCartney remembered his father teasing him 
about a longer lede on one story.
 “My father told me, ‘Don’t go into journalism. Go 

instead into some honest business.’ But he was teasing.… I 
think. When I got into it, he was pleased and gratifi ed.”
 James McCartney was better than pleased.
 “Of course, we’re delighted, fl ying high, I guess 
you’d say,” he said of his son’s achievement.
 James McCartney worked as a Washington, D.C., 
correspondent and covered every U.S. president from 
John F. Kennedy to Bill Clinton. He continues to write 
as a columnist for the Bradenton Herald. Molly McCa-
rtney also continues to work in journalism as a reporter 
for The Islander. At one time, she and Robert J. McCa-
rtney both were working for The Post.
 Robert McCartney was working a night editing 
shift at the paper when his father informed him he was 
dating “a Molly Sinclair” in metro. Robert McCartney 
took a stroll through the metro department that night 
looking for her desk.
 “I fi nd her desk and there on her cubicle is a huge 
picture of my father,” he remembered. “Can you imag-
ine what I would have thought if I hadn’t known?”
 McCartney has visited his father and stepmother on 
Anna Maria Island on a number of occasions, enjoying 
the contrast with the city life in Washington, and may 
visit again soon.
 “The beaches are beautiful, the golfi ng is good,” 
he said.
 But winning the Pulitzer Prize didn’t interrupt his 
deadline duties at The Post. “There’s always more to 
do,” McCartney said.
 The Post, recognized with six Pulitzer Prizes for 
2007 work, received a $10,000 award for the breaking 
news honor, which will be donated to either a university 
fund or charity.
 Also, two finalists were named in the breaking 
news/local reporting category — the Idaho Statesman 
staff for its coverage of the res-room scandal involv-
ing U.S. Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, and The New York 
Times staff for its coverage of a fi re in Bronx, N.Y., that 
killed eight children and one adult.

CVB seeks to serve culinary tourists
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Manatee County tourism offi cials ordered up a 
special delivery — a niche Web site devoted to the 
area’s culinary treats — to debut May 1.
 The Web site — www.timetobeafoodie.com 
— will be linked to the Florida Gulf Islands site 
sponsored by the Bradenton Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.
 CVB offi cials and marketing specialists pre-
sented the project to the Manatee County Tourist 
Development Council on April 21 during a meeting 
in Holmes Beach.
 The project involves Web content promoting 
local culinary experiences and dining tourism pack-
ages, a system for e-mailing newsletters to subscrib-
ers and radio advertisements.
 Most of the Web content is penned by marketing 
specialists and based on material from local busi-
nesses, including chef biographies, restaurant recipes 
and event listings.
 Also, the site will offer visitors an opportunity 
to share opinions under “Kudos to the chef.”

 “Everybody has been incredible in putting 
together unique packages,” said Kimberly Powers 
of Insight Advertising Agency, one of the agencies 
hired by the CVB to work on the project. “It is going 
to be really wonderful.”
 TDC member and Beach Bistro owner Sean 
Murphy encouraged the Web site team to visit — 
or revisit — with local restaurant owners to discuss 
the campaign.
 Murphy said the fi rst invitation to participate 
probably arrived at the height of season, when busi-
ness owners were too busy to think about Internet 
marketing.
 “Take a second swing,” he said. “They have 
more time on their hands.”
 The culinary campaign is the fi rst of several 
Web-based niche campaigns to promote tourism, 
according to the CVB. Web sites also will be cre-
ated to promote eco-tourism in the county and to 
promote the area as a wedding destination.
 The eco-tourism site is being planned to allow 
people to subscribe and receive alerts regarding wild-
life sightings and other developments, Powers said.

erated.
 That’s an assessment with which Joey Carmell of 
Florida Executive Builders agreed.
 Carmell was at the fi re scene on April 17 as an inde-
pendent representative of the insurance carrier to see if 
he could provide Davis with any emergency services.
 As a former volunteer fi reman, Carmell says he 
carried a portable pump on his truck when fi ghting a 
fi re.
 “You don’t need to get your truck right next to a 
water source with a portable unit,” he said. Carmell 
maintained that portable fi refi ghting units that can uti-
lize just about any water source and are standard equip-
ment on quite a number of fi re trucks.
 “From what I saw of the wind direction, a por-
table unit could have been drawing water from that pool 
safely. I wasn’t at the fi re, but that’s just my opinion.”
 Price, however, defended the actions of the fi re-
fi ghters.
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Planting in paradise: Arbor Day observed
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Offi cials and citizens from the mainland to Anna 
Maria Island gathered at the Palma Sola Causeway 
April 25 to celebrate growth and progress of a green 
nature.
 In recent months, a fl urry of activity has taken place 
at the causeway on State Road 64/Manatee Avenue. 
The work — including a landscaping that involved 
planting more than 700 trees — has been the result of 
years of planning by members of the Palma Sola Scenic 
Highway Committee and liaisons with various state and 
local governments and agencies.
 A ceremony on April 25 honored those involved in 
the Palma Sola project over the years, as well as com-
memorated National Arbor Day. The holiday also was 
observed with tree plantings in Holmes Beach and Anna 
Maria, all coordinated by Keep Manatee Beautiful.
 The Palma Sola celebration took place near the 
picnic shelters on the north side of the causeway, 
where J.C. Tree and Landscaping donated the palm 
trees planted for the event.
 As the crowd assembled Friday morning, there was 
a buzz among small groups discussing the improve-
ments and occasional controversies — most recently, 
the newly installed lines of bollards blocking cars from 
driving too close to the water.
 But the focus on Friday was on celebration, not 
controversy.
 Ingrid McClellan and Seth Kohn, co-chairs of 
the Palma Sola committee, welcomed the crowd that 
included many elected offi cials, volunteers and contrac-
tors who worked on the various scenic highway projects, 
including removing exotic plant species, adding land-
scaping, building a boat ramp, painting murals, placing 
trash cans and a news rack and installing the bollards.
 “Without your participation and dedication to the 
plan, we could not have succeeded,” said McClellan, 
the executive director of Keep Manatee Beautiful.
 “I don’t think I’ve ever worked with a more dedi-
cated group,” Kohn added. “This belongs to the com-
munity.”
 Manatee County Commission Chair Jane von Hah-
mann then recognized the contributors. “The numbers 
[of people] it took to complete what we have done 
here,” she said praising the volunteers. “It’s all coming 
to fruition.”
 After comments, a ribbon was stretched and cut by 
McClellan and von Hahmann, who were surrounded by 
project participants.
 The group also recognized Arbor Day with the 
planting of palm trees and shrubs.
 Later, in Anna Maria, a sand live oak was planted 
on North Bay Boulevard near Bayfront Park. 
 In Holmes Beach, the gathering took place around 
a sand live oak at the canal end between 75th and 77th 
streets. Later, a pigeon plum donated by Keep Manatee 
Beautiful will be planted at the canal end of Marina 
Drive north of 75th Street.
 At each ceremony, celebrants highlighted the ben-
efi ts of trees, from reducing soil erosion and stormwater 
runoff to improving air quality, from absorbing noise 
to providing wildlife habitat.

Manatee County Commission Chair Jane von Hahmann and Keep Manatee Beautiful executive director Ingrid 
McClellan share a moment during a ribbon-cutting on the Palma Sola Causeway April 25. The ceremony 
commemorated National Arbor Day and marked a milestone for the beautifi cation effort along the designated 
scenic highway. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Anna Maria Mayor Fran 
Barford along with plant 
specialist and city volun-
teer Mike Miller and other 
guests gather across from 
Bayfront Park April 25 to 
celebrate Arbor Day and 
plant a sand live oak tree. 
Also attending the cer-
emony were Arleen and 
Neville Clarke and Mary 
Selby of the Anna Maria 
environmental education 
and enhancement com-
mittee, Ingrid McClellan 
and Bob Goodwin of Keep 
Manatee Beautiful, Anna 
Maria public works direc-
tor George McKay and 
PWD staff Brent Thompson 
and Gary Thorpe. Islander 
Photo: Rick Catlin

Islander inducted into college hall of fame
 Islander Larry Fowler recently was inducted 
into the Hillsdale College Athletic Hall of Fame 
in Hillsdale, Mich.
 Fowler is the president elect of the Kiwanis 
Club of Anna Maria Island, which meets Satur-
days at 8:30 a.m. at Cafe on the Beach at the 
Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach.
 Fowler, with his wife Linda attending, was 
inducted into the hall of fame on April 18 in 
Hillsdale, where he graduated in 1967.
 At Hillsdale, Fowler played football for four 
years, starting in every game, playing defense and 
offense and wearing No. 87.
 Fowler, designated the team’s co-captain, 

set several passing records for the time — yards 
per game, yards for season and most touchdown 
passes in a season. He was All-American in his 
senior year.
 After graduating, Fowler went on to earn a 
master’s degree from Eastern Michigan University, 
conduct post-graduate work at the University of 
Colorado, play semi-pro football for the Michigan 
Arrows, serve as head coach for various teams, as 
well as principal, history teacher and other educa-
tional posts.
 Locally, Fowler is active in the Anna Maria 
Island Kiwanis club and the Key Royale Club, of 
which he is president.

Firefi ghters donate 
to All Children’s

 West Manatee Fire Rescue District fi refi ghters trav-
eled to St. Petersburg April 22 to make a donation to 
All Children’s Hospital.
 The fi refi ghters, through their association, donated 
about $1,000 in supplies and equipment for the hospi-
tal’s neonatal intensive care unit. The association also 
sponsors a safe-baby program at Manatee Memorial 
Hospital.
 The All Children’s donation included baby swings, 
crib mobiles and DVD players with cases, according 
to WMFR’s Kurt Lathrop, deputy fi re marshal and fi re 
prevention coordinator.
 “Seeing the little ones makes you re-evaluate some 
of the things we complain about in life,” Lathrop said. 
“We have touched many hearts through these pro-
grams.”
 On May 25, the fi refi ghters will return to St. Peters-
burg to serve a dinner at the Ronald McDonald House 
near All Children’s. Families with children in the hos-
pital stay at the house.

Holmes Beach 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Chair John 
Molyneux, 
left, and other 
offi cials were 
present last 
Friday at 
75th Street off 
Marina Drive 
for Arbor Day. 
Keep Manatee 
Beautiful con-
tributed a sand 
live oak to the 
city. Islander 
Photo: Paul 
Roat
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The best news anywhere…

…discover it
yourself!

Free home delivery on Anna Maria Island. Mail subscriptions to other
cities, states, countries...and soon to  Mars!

5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach, FL 34217
www.islander.org • 941.778.7978

Privateers plan 
Kids Day

 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will navi-
gate the Skullywag pirate fl oat to Bayfront Park 
in Anna Maria on Saturday, May 17.
 The annual Snooks Adams Kids Day 2008 
will take place in the park.
 Festivities will begin at 10 a.m. and continue 
until about 2 p.m.
 Children can expect games, prizes and 
food.
 The day both honors the Island’s kids for 
another nine months of school work and former 
Holmes Beach Police Chief Snooks Adams.
 Some decades ago Adams, the Island’s fi rst 
peace offi cer, drove a group of youngsters to the 
beach to celebrate the end of the school year. 
Adams also provided hot dogs and soda pop. He 
continued to host Kids Day into the 1980s, when 
the Privateers partnered in the fun.
 The charitable organization carries on the 
Kids Day tradition — free hot dogs and soda for 
kids, as well as a costume “pirate” contest, trea-
sure hunt, sack race and water balloon toss.
 Adults, too, join the celebrating and feasting 
— though they’re encouraged to donate a bit of 
their treasure to benefi t AMIP causes.
 For more information about Kids Day, call 
941-812-1412.

Ame science night makes for inquisitive minds

Canine play display
Anni and Tori Walter examine Holly Parker’s science 
project, which attempts to resolve “Which doggie toy 
should I choose?” Parker tried to determine the types 
of toys dogs most prefer based on noise, color, texture 
and shape. Her project was among those displayed in 
the James P. Kronus Auditorium during Anna Maria 
Elementary School’s family science night April 23. 
Islander Photos: Diana Bogan

Slide show
AME fi fth-grader Taylor Loveless selects a slide for 
her microscope. Objects ready for inspection include 
glitter, feathers, salt, onion skin and tree bark at the 

Crabbing
Jasper Johnson carefully digs for sand crabs at a 
hands-on science station hosted by Around the Bend 
Nature Tours at the AME family science night.

Anna Maria Elementary School fi fth-grader Joselin Presswood, left center, is participating as a “Conquist-
adorable” in the De Soto Heritage Festival 2008 Queen’s Court. She is pictured here at the Friday night fash-
ion show with De Soto’s Conquistadors and this year’s candidates for queen, who serve as goodwill ambassa-
dors for the Hernando De Soto Historical Society and Manatee County through spring 2009. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Tracey Morris
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Take a ride 
on AMI … 
schedule info is a 
public service of 

Geoff Pinter, 13, works on a painting for the Anna Maria Island Community Center’s entry in the annual 
DeSoto Heritage Festival Grand Parade that took place April 26 in Bradenton. The Center’s fl oat honored 
“heroes” and Center staff and members, from the youngest to the oldest, helped with the project. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

Bayfront site of run
 A 5-kilometer run to benefi t the Children’s Acad-
emy of Southwest Florida Inc. will take place at Bay-
front Park in Anna Maria on Sunday, May 4.
 The run will begin at 8 a.m.  The event also include 
a walk. For more information, call the Children’s Acad-
emy in Bradenton at 941-747-8726.

MCAT fares going up May 
 The Manatee County Area Transit will increase its 
fares for the fi rst time in 20 years effective May 3, an 
MCAT press release said last week.
 The new cash fare is $1.25 per ride, while qualifi ed 
seniors and disabled persons will pay just 60 cents.
 All transfers will cost 25 cents, MCAT said.
 MCAT also introduced two new M-Card transit 
passes: a one-day M-card for $3, offering unlimited 
travel for a 24-hour period, and a 7-day unlimited 
M-card is $15.
 The new fares are effective Saturday, May 3, MCAT 
said. The Anna Maria Island Trolley will remain a free 
service.
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GOLF LINKS 
April

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Apr 30 9:40 1.7 2:36 0.1 8:45 1.8 2:52 1.0
 May 1 9:53 1.8 3:17 0.3 10:03 1.8 3:51 0.6
 May 2 10:10 2.0 3:53 0.5 11:13 1.7 4:42 0.2
 May 3 10:31 2.3 4:24 0.8 — — 5:31 -0.2
 May 4 12:19 1.7 4:50 1.0 *10:56 2.5 6:19 -0.5
 May 5 1:25 1.6 5:12 1.2 *11:26 2.7 7:10 -0.6
 May 6 2:36 1.5 5:27 1.3 12:02 2.9 8:04 -0.7
 May 7 *12:43 2.9 9:02 -0.7 — — — —

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

We’d love to hear your 

fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.

Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 

offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

There’s the gator, monkeys and, of course, bees
 Critters are acting crazy, both near and far in Flor-
ida. Here’s some of the antics of those wacky animals, 
or reptiles, or insects, or sharks, or whatever.

Cat attack stymied
 A wandering kitty in Hillsborough County got a 
rude awakening last week when an 8-foot-plus alligator 
chased it into his owner’s condominium and ended up 
in the kitchen.
 According to St. Petersburg Times reporter Eileen 
Schulte, Poe the cat was chased into the kitchen and 
found some form of safe haven. Cat and property owner 
Sandra Frosti heard some thumping, peeked in her 
kitchen and saw the gator. She called 911.
 You’ve gotta love this little give-and-take during 
the call for help:
 “What’s going on?” the opertator asked.
 “There’s an alligator in my kitchen.”
 “How long do you think the alligator is, ma’am.”
 “It’s huge! I only saw the fi rst half of it, and that had 
to be at least 3 feet, because it was behind the freezer, 
and I just disappeared.”

 “Are you sure it couldn’t be like, a, uh, iguana or 
really large …”
 “Oh, no, no, no, no!”
 “All right, we’ll get deputies out that way.”
 Deputies indeed confi rmed that there was a 220-
pound gator in Frosti[s kitchen, called Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission offi cers, and the 
gator was removed.
 Again from the St. Petersburg Times comes this 
quote from FWC’s trapper Charles Carpenter:
 “The interesting part was trying to get him out 
without destroying the condo.”
 Ooh, good move.
 And then there was the quote from FWC spokes-
man Gary Morse, responding to the whole concept of 
gator lust. It is spring, after all, and alligator’s little 
reptilian brains at this time of year apparently turn to 
having some little reptilian fun. 
 “I don’t think a gator wants to mate with a cat,” 
Morse said. “Let’s be clear on that.”
 Right. Got it. 
 The gator was killed, chopped into steaks, and its 
hide sent to Europe to be made into shoes, belts and 
other stuff.
 Damage to the kitchen, by the way, was minimal.

Oops
 Monkeys can swim.
 That startling (?) fact came to light in Polk County 
last week to the chief executive of the Lowry Park Zoo. 
It seems that Lex Salisbury ended up with 15 Patas 
monkeys rescued from Puerto Rico and decided to park 
them on a little island at his home, which is also known 
as Safari Wild. 
 He fi gured the moat around the island would serve 
as a barrier to keep the primates at bay. Not.
 They swam off and ran away in two days, according 
to the St. Petersburg Times. Polk County offi cials sent 
out a reverse 911 call to alert residents of the monkey 
invasion while Salisbury attempted to lure the little 
guys to food so he could recapture them. 
 Apparently the nasty news folks in their helicopters 
added to the confusion, further scattering the furry fel-
lows.
 And then the FWC got called into the act, fresh 
from the gator issue.
 Gary Morse told the Times, with a sigh — he 
must be getting tired of all of this sort of stuff — “The 
monkey business.”

Bee-licious in Cape Coral
 Cape Coral, in Lee County to our south, has been 
plagued with a massive overbuilding problem which, 

due to the economy, has resulted in a massive number 
of vacant houses.
 The city is now plagued with another problem in a 
bee infestation of the vacant homes.
 Seems that bees will nest anywhere they can fi nd 
a hole and create a hive. Empty house? Cool!
 According to The New York Times, a beekeeper has 
been called to more than 100 homes in the past year 
that have been foreclosed upon, are vacant, and have 
bee infestations. 
 Memo to Islanders: pay your mortgage.

Shark relief
 You gotta hand it to Gov. Charlie Crist for innova-
tion. He has requested federal aid to help sharks off 
Florida’s coast.
 Call it the Shark Hurricane Katrina Relief Act.
 The feds are still gumming the matter, Mote Marine 
Laboratory shark guru Dr. Robert Hueter said last 
week.
 It’s a commercial fi shery isue that is intended, if 
approved, to help shark fi shing folks.

And now … trees!
 We love mangroves. At least, we should.
 The waterfront red, black and buttonwood trees 
have more to do with improving our coastal environ-
ment than almost anything else growing out there.
 They provide food via dead leaves and bark to fi sh 
and crabs. Mangroves offer shelter to little fi sh in their 
root systems, and nests for birds. 
 And they’re pretty to look at for us primates.
 Mangroves are also a problem for the folks who 
move to Florida from states to states from our north 
that often begin with a vowel. Those pesky plants block 
waterfront views, don’t you know.
 But the trees also offer some other aid. Hurricane 
aid. Tsunami aid. 
 A group of Indonesian scientists did a tour of Charlotte 
Harbor recently to inspect a mangrove planting project. 
The Charlotte effort, which was something like 10,000 
plants, was to beef up the shore post-Hurricane Charley.
 The Indonesian contingent was interested due to 
the tsunami a few years ago that hit that part of the 
world. 
 As the Sarasota Herald-Tribune put it regarding 
how our friends to the far, far west put it, “Scientists 
found that coastal communities with healthy mangroves 
suffered signifi cantly less damage and loss of life.”
 And here’s a good quote from the SH-T editorial 
regarding mangroves:
 “That thick tangle of trees can be a lifesaving wall 
of protection when storm-driven wind and waves come 
roaring ashore.”

Sandscript factoid
 Bees are our friends. They help our plants, they 
offer sweet stuff for our table and they’re generally 
gentle unless you smash their hives with a stick. Then 
there is a bit of an “ouch” factor.
 An average hive contains from 15,000 to 60,000 
bees and only one queen — perhaps the defi nition of 
being a busy bee?

On deck
The Bradenton Beach City Commission was sched-
uled to discuss a master plan for recreational boating 
in the city’s surrounding waters during a work ses-
sion Monday, April 28, as The Islander went to press. 
Pick up the next issue of the newspaper for a report. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Snook season winding down in next few days
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 You’ve got until May 1 to catch that whopper snook 
this year.
 Good luck.
 Linesiders have been running a bit small this year 
and, although plentiful, they aren’t all that big.
 Backwater action for redfi sh and trout is also good, 
but also small.
 Offshore, look to go out at least 12 miles for king-
fi sh, which are on their northern run right now. Grouper 
and snapper are still a great catch in the Gulf of Mexico, 
and there are some big cobia being boated.
 Capt. Sam Kimball of Annie’s Bait & Tackle on 
Cortez Road said he’s catching kingfi sh offshore during 
the spring run, as well as some mackerel. The kings are 
a bit offshore — about 12 miles — and heading north 
for the season.

Capt. Mark Johnson out of Annie’s said his back-
water charters he’s fi nding lots of bait to the south in 
Sarasota Bay, and is catching snook and reds.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include redfi sh to 
23 inches and lots of snook, although the linesiders 
are running small. There are also reports of trout to 20 
inches.

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said grouper fi shing off-
shore seems to be best in deeper waters — fi gure 100 
feet or so — but snapper are everywhere in the Gulf. 
Kingfi sh are also moving around and a good catch off-
shore. Backwater anglers are reporting good catches of 
redfi sh and trout, although both species are running a 
bit small. 

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said fishing 
has been a bit slow, with most catches by pier anglers 
being sheepshead and small mackerel. Snook are being 
caught, but they’re on the small size.

Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
fishers there have also been catching small snook, 
mackerel and jacks, withy the snook action at night 
and the mack attacks during the day. 

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
mangrove snapper are still being caught around the 

Nice spots
John and Linda White of Minneapolis caught and released more than 60 redfi sh while fi shing the bay waters 
April 8 with Capt. T.J. Stewart of Cast Away Charters Inc. of Bradenton. 

This fi lefi sh was caught on a reef off Bean Point in the Gulf by Didier Begat of Palma Sola Park and France 
April 2 while fi shing with Capt. John Grimes of Siesta Key and Ted Dorenkamp of Holmes Beach aboard 
Dorenkamp’s “Bonita too.”

piers there. Lots of cobia reports are coming in from 
the Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Tampa Bay, but Dave 
said that black drum and sheepshead have pretty much 
left the area. He’s still hearing reports of snook catches, 
though, in the Manatee River.

Capt. Rick Gross on Fishy Business out of Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said snook are a good bet, 
but they’re running small, and he’s getting limit catches 
of redfi sh every day.

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina “Persistence has paid off with 
a few nice catches of snook, redfi sh and trout. There 
were a couple of days where persistence did not pay 
off at all,” when he said a couple of forays in the Gulf 
produced “limited catches of Spanish mackerel and 
cobia. Numerous juvenile grouper were easily caught 

most days, however,” he said. Water near the beaches 
has been incredibly clear, Capt. Zach noticed, and on 
the inshore scene, the waters near the passes are equally 
clear. “There is a lot of fi sh in those gin-clear waters, 
but most of them are as spooky as could be. A few 
backwater areas are a little more stained and murky and 
are also holding a lot of snook, reds, trout and fl ounder 
that are a little more cooperative.” He said that top catch 
of the week went to Chuck Sweeney from Zimbabwe 
with a 31-inch snook, while his Grandad, Tom Sweeney 
from Parrish, tried to best his catch but only came up 
with a 27-1/2 incher. The Sweeney party also connected 
with a few redfi sh. 
 On my boat Magic, we’re catching redfish up 
to 22 inches, some keeper snook to 28 inches and 
trout to 20 inches, with up to three trout per trip per 
day.
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Coast Guard 
Auxiliary presents 

boating class
 The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 81 
will conduct a two-part boating class in May.
 The fi rst session will take place at 8 a.m. 
Saturday, May 3, and the second on Saturday, 
May 10.
 The fee for the class is $30.
 Both programs will take place at G.T. Bray 
Park, 5801 33rd Ave. W., Bradenton. 
 For more information, call Jan Morello at 
941-795-6189.
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
HERON’S WATCH 10 Min. to beachs. 3/2, 2 car garage. 4.5 yrs old. fenced, 

room for pool.  $269,000. 
SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 

view, tennis, turnkey, $239,000.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 
2BR/2BA, two-car garage, updated. $185,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. Pristine Palma Sola. 2,875 sf 
living area. Many extras. $699,000. 

SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.

REALTOR

The Big Picture

Marianne Correll
(941) 778-6066 • mariannebc@aol.com

2307 Ave C., BB. Beautiful energy-
effi cient duplex or large 5BR/4BA 
home built in 2000. Close to the 

beach with covered parking and lots 
of storage. $589,000

507 65th St., HB. Beautiful 2BR/2BA canal home with terrifi c dock 
& boat lift. Open plan and room for small pool.

Natural seawall. Walk to the beach. Ready to move in! $499,000

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
a
p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Investor’s Opportunity! 3BR/2BA 
West Bradenton. Room4Boat/RV. 

Apply TLC and rent! 
$169,900

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2-3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $169,312.

Mariner’s Cove Irreplaceable Full 
Bay Views. 35’ boatslip. 2,208sf 

Tastefully Updated 3BR/2BA Turnkey! 
$643,401

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

 ITEMS FOR SALE

APRIL LIQUIDATION OF “JH” booth at Essence of 
Time. 50 percent off all except jewelry, 20 percent 
off. Offers considered. 5306 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-9396.

ECHO GRASS TRIMER, like new, used twice. $125. 
Call 941-383-2649.

NEW AND OLD quilts, different sizes and colors. 
941-778-3760.

LARGE STAGHORN FERNS 3-feet with hangers. 
Several to chose from. $150. Zane Gray book col-
lection, 149 hardcover books. 941-778-5796.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. Small 
antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-1102. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

STEFF’S STUFF, ANTIQUES and treasures, Jew-
elry, vintage clothing, crystal, china and more. 
6828 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. 941-383-
1901.

YARD SALE: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, May 3. Fur-
niture, books, jewelry, junk. 2208 Avenue C, Bra-
denton Beach.

MONTHLY ARTS AND Crafts Show at the Longboat 
Market. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, May 3-4. 
Antiques, produce, orchids, arts and crafts. Vendor 
space still available, 941-383-7180. Whitney Beach 
Plaza, 6810 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES on 
beach around 72nd Street. Metal frame and strong 
prescription lenses. Call 941-779-9101.

LOST AND FOUND Continued

LOST SMALL PINK address book. Last seen Tues-
day, April 1. Reward. 941-779-0717.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

PETS

FREE: READY FOR a loving home. Two kittens and 
two young cats. All female, spayed and up-to date 
shots. Call 941-778-8586.

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

BOATS & BOATING

20-FOOT BAY/fl ats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke Yamaha 
with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-0065.

BAYLINER 2655 CIERA weekender fisherman. 
Merccruiser, V8. Only 290 hours, aluminum trailer, 
$14,000. 941-356-1456.

BOAT LIFT NORTH end Anna Maria for rent. Easy 
access to bay and Gulf. 941-778-2778.

BOAT SLIP, DEEP water, Holmes Beach. $150/
month. 941-778-3439.

WANTED: BOAT SLIP with lift for 21-foot/4,500 
pound deck boat. On Holmes Beach/Anna Maria. 
Not to exceed $150/month. Call 352-262-5813.

FOR SALE: CARIBE hard-bottom infl atable boat. 
15-hp Johnson. $900. 863-202-0653.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

HELP WANTED Continued

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED for local area motel. 
Immediate openings. 941-778-2780.

BUSY NEWSPAPER SEEKS full-time general offi ce 
and counter help. Work-Excel a must. Some book-
keeping. Nonsmoker. Apply with resume or letter, 
fax 866-362-9821, or e-mail news@islander.org.

HOME NEWS DELIVERY person sought for Islander 
newspaper route. One night a week, good pay. Must 
be a detail-oriented. Send e-mail, news@islander.
org, or fax 941-778-9392.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought at Ooh La La! 
Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 p.m., 5406 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.
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Search up and down these Islands and you will not fi nd a more spectacular setting and home than this.  With three bedrooms 
and 3 baths, this updated beach house has it all.  More than 1400 sq. ft. of deck for entertaining,  a 16 x 32 heated pool with 
a big poolside cabana and changing room.  Large pergola parking.  Coconut trees galore and mature landscaping to provide 
total privacy.  A gated retreat with Island charm.  $3,600,000.

FABULOUS GULF FRONT ESTATE

INCMike Norman Realty 31O1 GULF DR HOLMES BEACH
800-367-1617 • 941-778-6696

www. mikenormanrealty.comSince 1978

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org
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Anna Maria stadium dedication, fun day May 3
 By Kevin Cassidy

Islander Reporter 
The new Anna Maria Island Community Center build-
ing came about at the cost of an Island landmark, Benji 
Scanio Memorial Stadium.
 The fi eld didn’t really change, but the stadium and 
concrete bleachers were torn down to make room for 
the expansion.
 But now comes Anna Maria Island Little League 
president Mike Brusso and others to rededicate and 
celebrate the stadium/fi eld at 9 a.m. Saturday, May 
3. The original plaque memorializing young Islander 
Benji Scanio who had tragically died in 1959, and a 
new plaque donated by Patsy Hutchinson honoring her 
late husband and one of Major League’s greats, Fred 
Hutchinson, will be put on permanent display at the 
site. 
 Back in the day, Hutchinson, Scanio’s dad Ben 
and others were instrumental in providing Anna Maria 
youth with a ball fi eld before Hutchinson’s death in 
1964, and his friends dedicated a small monument there 
to his memory when the stadium was fi nished. Mem-
bers of both long-time Island families — Cagninas, 
Franklins, Hutchinsons and more, are expected to be 
on hand.
 After the rededication, there’s the “battle of Anna 
Maria Little League” between minor league traveling 
teams West Coast Surf Shop and the Sun at 9:15 a.m. 
Game two has Island Fitness vs. Holmes Beach Auto 
Repair in a noon T-ball matchup. At 1:30 p.m., the AA-
division game between Americo Title and Florida Eye 
Tours is the bottom of the game lineup.
 In addition, individual and team pictures are sched-
uled, and fun day —bouncy moon walk, water slide 
and jugs radar test for pitching speed. There will also 
be refreshments and grilled hamburgers and hot dogs 
to chow down on, so everyone’s invited to come on out 
and enjoy the day.

Junior League action: M&L 
Cabinets edges Islanders 

 M&L Cabinets edged the Islanders newspaper 
team in Junior League baseball action 2-1 April 24 
thanks to a clutch, RBI single in the bottom of the 
seventh inning that drove home Caesar Villarella with 
the deciding run.
 The one-run victory almost mirrored the last game 
these two teams played when Blake Wilson outdueled 
M&L Cabinets pitcher and former Islander Wyatt East-
erling with a complete-game, one-hit shutout. Easterling 
surrendered only four hits and one run in that game.
 The pitchers that dueled on this night were Justin 
Rodriguez for M&L Cabinets and Matt Bauer for the 
Islanders. Rodriguez went the distance to earn the win, 
allowing only four hits and one run while striking out 
nine Islander batters. Bauer was almost as effective 
through fi ve innings, allowing only four hits and strik-
ing out nine.
 M&L Cabinets took the early lead when Rodriguez 

Former Islander Wyatt Easterling fouls off the Island-
ers Matt Bauer offering during Junior League baseball 
action in Palmetto. Islander Photos: Kevin Cassidy

walked ahead of Corey Davis, who doubled over the 
left fi elder’s head to drive home Rodriguez for a 1-0 
M&L Cabinet lead. Bauer escaped further damage and 
overcame a throwing error by inducing two pop outs 
and getting a strikeout.
 Bauer had to work out of a jam in the bottom of 
the second as well. He plunked Colin Kirker and Trey 
Albritton to start the inning, but escaped by sandwich-
ing two strikeouts around a pop out by Rodriguez.
 The Islanders fi nally got to Rodriguez in the top of 
the third when Zack Even singled to left fi eld leading 
off and moved to second on a fi elder’s choice ground 
out by Trevor Bystrom. Even moved to third on Ryan 
Guerin’s infi eld single and came into score on Glen 
Bower’s bloop single to left. Following a double steal 
that put runners on second and third, Rodriguez got out 
of the inning when he fanned Troy Kozewski to end the 
rally.
 Bauer was over-effective in the bottom of the third 
— recording four strikeouts in the inning thanks to a 
dropped third strike and a throwing error.
 The Islanders had a chance in the fourth when 
Daniel Pimental led off with a single. With one out 
and Wilson at the plate, Pimental stole second base. He 
then took off for third base two pitches later, but Wilson 
popped up to Rodriguez on the mound, who turned and 
doubled off Pimental at second to end the inning.
 Bauer left the mound after the fi fth having reached 
his pitch limit and was replaced by the lefty Bower, 
who opened the inning by striking out Easterling, but 
walked Kirker. John Collins followed with what should 
have been an inning-ending double-play grounder, but 

it slid under the glove of the Islander second baseman 
for an error. Wilson made a heads up play by charg-
ing hard from center fi eld and throwing out Kirker at 
second. Luke Myhree walked and Rodriguez singled to 
load the bases with two outs. Davis came to the plate 
and hit a blooper into short center fi eld, but again a 
hard-charging Wilson came in to make a sliding catch 
and end the inning.
 Rodriguez retired the Islanders easily over the next 
two innings to fi nish off his complete-game victory, 
allowing only a walk to Pimental.
 Guerin, Bower, Pimental and Even led the Island-
ers with one hit each in the close loss. Davis and Vil-
larella each had a double among their two hits while 
Rodriguez, Collins and Heinz each had one hit on the 
evening in the victory.

Islanders take mercy-rule victory
 The Islanders newspaper-sponsored Little League 
Majors traveling team earned a four-inning, 10-run 
mercy rule victory over Freedom Bank April 21. There 
were several great performances led by Jerry Meyer, 
who went yard with Justin Gargett on base in the third 
inning. Gargett also prominently fi gured in the victory, 
tossing a four-inning, fi ve-hitter with seven strikeouts 
to earn the pitching victory.
 Max Moneuse was three for three with a double and 
three runs scored, while William Brusso and Gargett 
both were two for three, including a double and two 
runs scored. Hunter Parrish added a pair of singles and 
three runs for the Islanders, which also received singles 
from Max Miller and Johnny Mattay and one run scored 
from Philip Dudevoire in the victory.

Gulf Coast Flames win championship
 Young defenseman Zachary Facheris and coach 
Fred Eaton, both Island residents, helped their Gulf 
Coast Flames 12-under tier-two ice hockey team to the 
national title in Hackensack, N.J. April 2-6.
 The Flames played and defeated six teams from 
around the country, scoring 30 goals while surrendering 
only seven. The national title completes an undefeated 
season (36-0) for the team, which plays out of the Ellen-
ton ice rink.
 They defeated the Hershey Jr. Bears 2-1 in their 
fi rst game and followed that up with a 6-2 victory over 
the Wonderland Wizzards of Connecticut. The Flames 
handed another New England team a loss when they 
defeated Neponset Valley River Rats 10-0 in their fi nal 
pool play game.
 The Flames then won their quarterfi nal match 6-1 
over the Bud Bakewell Bruins of New York before 
edging the Dallas Penguins 2-1 in overtime to advance 
to the fi nals.
 There the Flames took care of business by defeating 
Michigan’s Grosse Pointe Bulldogs 4-2 for the cham-
pionship.
 Congratulations to Zachary, Fred and the rest of the 

PLEASE SEE SPORTS,  PAGE  31
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email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

846 Waterside Lane, Bradenton
2BR/2BA, 1,292 SF villa. Water view, 
furnished, heated pool, tennis courts, 
24-hour guarded gate. 
$235, 000 ML#575060

NEW
 LIS

TIN
G

Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
anislandplace.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

S A N D  PA I L 
A N D  S A N D 
B O X !  T w o 
g r e a t  r e n t a l 
units on www.
annamariapara-
dise.com with 
heated pool and 
close to beach! 
$500,000.

NEAR BEACH!

3BR/2BA home 
with large caged 
pool in Anna Maria!  
T h i s  h o m e  h a s 
brand-new ceramic 
tile throughout and 
already generates a 
great weekly rental 
income when you’re 
no t  t he re ,  yea r 
round! $650,000.

CANALFRONT! REDUCED.  
1BR/1BA 
just a block 
to the beach! 
Next to North 
Beach Village, 
with use of 
their pool! 
Great rental 
at the beach! 
$240,000.

Direct Gulffront 
2 BR/2BA unit in 
small complex of 
10 units!  Updated 
and furnished in 
bright Florida 
colors!  Heated pool, 
undercover parking, 
generating GREAT 
weekly income at 
www.annamariapara-
dise.com!  $549,000.

NEAR BEACH!

GULFFRONT!

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

KIDS4HIRE Continued

RED CROSS CERTIFIED baby/pet sitter. Many 
Island references. Island resident for 13 years. 
Hilary, 941-778-5181.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

HOUSE CLEANING BY Laura. Excellent refer-
ences. Monday-Friday. 941-539-6891.

SERVICES Continued

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

METRO DOOR SHOP: fiberglass, steel, wood 
designer inserts, hardware, sales, service, parts 
and repair. 941-758-5828.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

PROFESSIONAL MAID SERVICE. Your work, your 
way! 30 years experience. References. Call Barb, 
941-792-1381.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

SYLVESTER’S TREE SERVICE “help” ease traffi c, 
call us now for large and small removals, trimming 
and stump grinding before hurricane season and 
bridge work begins. Licensed and insured. Don, 
941-545-0160, or Brad, 941-730-0001.

TAKING NEW ACCOUNTS: private, residential, 
commercial, new construction, interiors. Call for a 
bid. Linda, 734-837-1156.

SERVICES Continued

FREE HOUSESITTER/PETSITTER, etc. Retired 
Christian couple available anytime. Excellent local, 
repeat references. 770-832-7319 ewingwt@earth-
link.net.

CAREGIVER/COMPANION, HELP with all your 
daily living needs. 15-years experience and refer-
ences. Janet, 941-758-7219.

ANGELS CLEANING, WEEKLY and biweekly clean-
ing. Free quotes. Call Marsha at 727-1349. Leave 
message.

ANGELS ON LOAN, private-duty home health 
agency. From companionship to skilled nursing, 
our angels can help for 1-24-hour care. FL License 
HHA299993089. 941-782-0752.

COMPUTER GOT YOU down? Got a virus? Need 
wireless, network setup? Web site? Need help? Call 
JC, 941-484-7487.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs cov-
ered! Print work: logos brochures, brand identity. Web 
design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon at Smashcat 
Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17-year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

BAYFRONT ESTATE ON St Armand’s dock your yacht in your own 
back yard.  Over 5,500 sq ft, 3/4BR/3BA with many upgrades. 
Gated community with three homes and minutes to city. Dee Dee 
Burke 941-383-5577. #335570. $5,900,000.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100 yards from Gulf. Beautiful 
street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel cottage 
and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#573537. $849,000.

STEPS TO BEACH top-fl oor 1-2BR/1BA unit in long-established 
Gulffront complex with two pools, lovely grounds and wide beach. 
Short distance to shopping and restaurants. David Moynihan, 
941-720-0089. #568913. $279,900.

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT  Panoramic views from this charm-
ing 2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. 
Dock and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to beach. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000.

DIRECT GULFFRONT 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous views. This 
top-fl oor, end unit is offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals permitted. Dave Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #567192. $599,500.

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build 
your dream home here. Walk the sugar-white 
sand beach. Watch the stunning sunsets. See 
the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! 
Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. 
#504998. $1,199,000.

DIRECT MANATEE RIVERFRONT residence with panoramic views. 
Located on the south shore of the river close to downtown and 
I-75. House on two buildable lots, over 13,500 sf each, 90-foot river 
frontage. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #563551. $745,000.

GREAT POSSIBILITIES this 4BR/4BA is ready for creative owner 
to re-do, leave as is or build dream home on large lot. Tropical 
setting. Caged pool. Cathy C. Meldahl, P.A. or Harry Christensen 
941-383-5577. #371097. $850,000.

WATERFRONT 4BD/3BA on 1.2 acres of privacy! Pond with man 
made beach, Tiki hut and fi re pit. Deep-water dock to service a 
70-foot vessel, lift, double Jet Ski dock. Mile from Gulf beaches. 
Jennifer Summeralls 941-322-1661. #572746. $1,499,000.

Island Vacation Rentals Available!  

Contact us!

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS Now available, 
several 1/2BR units, bayfront, pool side and 
other views. Some updated, phone for details. 
Park-like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. 
On-site rentals. Priced $229,000-$449,000. 
941-778-2246.

CUTE BRADENTON BEACH cottage 2BR/1.5BA, 
screen porch, laundry room, updated with 
newer windows, pass thru kitchen. Easy walk 
to great beaches. Good rental or second home. 
Owner/Agent Sue Bowen 941-761-3100. 
#575731. $379,000.

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA residence on 
deep-water canal with short walk to beach. 
Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, newer 
master suite, large covered porch and 21x17 
workshop. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#572802. $749,000.

KEY ROYALE Beautiful corner lot with large 
boat basin. Completely updated 2BR/2BA 
home with heated pool. New kitchen with 
Cherry wood cabinets and Corian countertops, 
marble fl oors. Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-
2246. #573998. $855,000.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT well-
maintained 3BR/2BA canalfront residence 
with open fl oor plan, private setting with 
new dock, paver-brick patio and drive and 
excellent Island location. Dave Moynihan, 
941-720-0089. #564733. $529,500

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

Dennis Girard, Realtor, 941-809-0041

Joanne Zimmerman, Realtor, 941-228-3769

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME
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Dennis Girard RRRRRRealtor 941 809 000 41

Fractional Ownership 

Starting at

$48,000 

Gulf Coast Flames.

Flag football under way
 The Anna Maria Island Community  Center’s fl ag 
football season got under way last week with games in 
four age divisions.
 The LPAC Eagles doubled up on the Sparks Sea-
hawks 25-12 in 8-9 action on April 24. Tyler Pearson 
and Cooper Hardy paced the Eagles with two TDs each, 
while Brenden Murphy added a one-point conversion.
 Tyler Yavalar and George Lardas each scored one 
touchdown to lead the Seahawks in the loss.
 The last game of the evening saw the AMI Video 
Bucs roll over the Pine Avenue Bills in 13-16 action. 
Daniel Janisch led the way with three touchdowns on 
offense. Chris Pate added a pair of TDs, while Brandon 
Gengler chipped in with one. Tommy Price scored twice 
on defense for the Bucs, which also received three one-
point conversions from Mackenzie Kosfeld and two 
from Gengler in the victory.
 Kyle Aritt paced the Bills with both offensive and 
defensive touchdowns while also chipping in with a 
two-point coversion.
 The Americo Title Cowboys rolled over the Mike 
Norman Realty Browns 56-12 April 21 in the 10-12 
age division action behind three touchdowns apiece 
from Travis Belsito and Logan Reiber. Jake Parsons 
added a pair of TDs in the route. Luke Shakleford led 
the Browns with a pair of touchdowns in the loss.
 The second game of the evening produced another 
lopsided score as the 13-16 age division’s AMI Video 
Bucs thrashed the Island Animal Clinic Falcons 47-12. 
Brandon Gengler, Daniel Janisch and Kyle Parsons 
scored two touchdowns each, while Tommy Price 
added one TD in the victory.
 Chandler Hardy scored the lone offensive touch-
down for the Falcons, which also received a defensive 
TD from Daniel Landesburg in the loss.

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, low-
net-of-partners game April 23. The team of Vince Mer-

Sports
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cadante and Jim Mixon carded a 4-under-par 124 to 
take fi rst place, one shot ahead of second-place fi nishers 
Vince Fanton and Ernie Hauser. Third place went to the 
teams of Hal Sears and Bob Elliott, who matched the 
126 posted by Tom Lewis and Dick Ware.
 The men played a nine-hole tournament on April 21 
in an individual-low-net format. Dick Eichorn posted 
an impressive 6-under-par 26 to fi nish two shots ahead 
of second-place fi nishers Austin Rice and Harold Sears, 
who both shot 28. Third place also produced a tie as Tom 
Lewis and Chuck Reed both carded 3-under-spar 29s.
 The weekly coed game on April 18 was a throw-
out the-worst-hole team game. Jane Winegarden, Earl 
Huntzinger, Hal Sears and Matt Behan combined to 
card a 105 to claim fi rst place by a whopping 10 strokes 
over the second-place team of Teddy Morgan, Fred 
Meyer, Al Morgan and Marian Mulroy.

More golf news
 The annual Anna Maria Island Privateers Whitey 
Horton Memorial Golf Tournament is now accepting 
registrations for its May 10 fundraising golf tournament, 
which is being held at River Run Golf Links. Cost for 
this event is $75 per player, which includes beverage 
tickets, a barbecue dinner and awards ceremony. 
 Organizer Chip Jones said they have loads of door 
prizes and there should be “something for everyone.”
Hole sponsorships for $50 are still being sought. 
 To reserve a foursome, list the players and make 
checks payable to Anna Maria Island Privateers and 
mail to P.O. Box 1238, Holmes Beach FL 34218.
 For signup and more information, contact Jones at 
941-812-1412.

Horseshoe news
 Three teams emerged from pool play with undefeated 
records at the Anna Maria City Hall pits April 23 horseshoe 
competition. The team of Herb Puryear and Tom Rhodes 
lost in the semifi nals to the team of Ron Pepka and Carole 
Watson by a 23-14 score. Waiting in the wings were of 
Debbie Rhodes and Steve Doyle, who edged Pepka and 
Watson 21-15 to earn bragging rights for the day.
 Only two teams managed perfect pool play records 
on April 19. Debbie Rhodes and Herb Puryear were 
trailing Ron Pepka and Jay Disbrow by a 9-7 score, but 

four ringers by Puryear and one from Rhodes lifted the 
duo to a 22-9 victory over their stunned opponents.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Anna Maria Island Little League 
schedules

Juniors
10 a.m. May 3 JR3 vs. Islanders @ Birdie Tebbetts  
   Field 
7 p.m. May 6 Islanders vs. JR 6 @ GT Bray

Majors
7 p.m. May 2 Islanders vs. ELS @ GT Bray 3
7:30 p.m. May 5 ELS vs. Islanders @ AMICC

Minors
6:30 p.m. May 1 TNT Towing vs. Surf Shop @   
   AMICC
9 a.m. May 3 Sun vs. Surf Shop @ AMICC
6:30 p.m. May 6 Anchor Indians vs. Surf Shop  
   @ AMICC

AA (games @ AMICC)
6:30 p.m. April 30 LPAC vs. Florida Eye Tours 
7 p.m. April 26 Americo Title vs. LPAC
1:30 p.m. May 3 Americo Title vs. Florida Eye   
   Tours

T-ball (games @ AMICC)
5:30 p.m. May 2 HB Auto Repair vs. Morgan Stanley 
12 p.m. May 3 Island Fitness vs. HB Auto    
   Repair

AMICC Flag Football schedules 
(All games at Birdie Tebbetts Field, Holmes 
Beach)
5-7 age division
6 p.m. May 6 Dips vs. Walter & Assoc. 

8-9 age division
6 p.m. May 6 LPAC vs. Sparks 

10-12 age division
6 p.m. May 1 Norman vs. Galati 
6 p.m. May 5 Norman vs. Mr. Bones 
7 p.m. May 6 Americo Title vs. Galati 

13-16 age division
7 p.m. May 1 Animal Clinic vs. AMI Video 
7 p.m. May 5 Pine Avenue vs. AMI Video
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ANSWERS TO APRIL 30 PUZZLE

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

LIC# CBC1253145
SINCE 1949Jack Emory

705-0913
Ted Geeraerts

730-5045

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
Kitchens • Baths • Room Additions

Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

This is Precious, 
a 1-year-old 
female gray and 
white, medium 
hair, in foster 
care on Key 
Royale with 
her kittens, $60 
adoption fee, call 

Julie at SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-0202, 
or Manatee Humane Society, 941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

 MANGROVE TRIMMING 

DOCK & DREDGE PERMITTING 

SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT

Call 941-722-0901 
1523 8th Ave. W., Suite B Palmetto, FL www.Ecoconsultants.net

D

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Save Your Sea Wall 
with 

INJECTEC 
Our Polyurethane Foam 
• Stabilizes Soil 
• Seals Leaks 
• Stops Gushing Water
• Prevents Erosion 
• Environmentally Friendly 

Insured 

10 Years 
Experience 

 Environment

1
EEEEEEEEx

Call for FREE 
consultation 

941.526.9425

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Full Service Lawn Care & More 
Providing Quality and Dependable Service Since 1987 

Commercial • Residential • Condominiums & 
Apartment Complexes • Shopping Centers • 

Trimming • Clean-Ups • Dumpsters
 

Free Estimates 
941-798-9025 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

SERVICES Continued

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance at great rates. Liability and workers 
compensation insurance. Member of Better Busi-
ness Bureau. Many island references. Please call 
941-778-2335.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid then 
call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. Licensed. 
Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-5131.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.
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Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

¤ Bayside Banquet Hall ¤
Located on beautiful Sarasota Bay

weddings • receptions • events
4628 119th St. W. in Historic Cortez Village

(941) 798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com
¤ Featuring a Tiki Bar and Patio ¤

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  

Licensed • Insured • Livery Insured• Airport Permitted

 
Tree Service 

More than 6 palms – 7th FREE

 Call 376-7894  C Licensed 
and Insured

PETER’S HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Home Repair
(Handyman Service)
• Soffit & Fascia
•Painting - Interior
& Exterior
• Ceiling Fans

• House Watching/
  Property Management
• Cleaning (Maid)
  Services
  …and everything 
  in between

Licensed and Insured
No Job is Too Small 941.524.4568

www.phs-bradenton.com

We speak Dutch and 
German too!

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

RAMBO A–Z handyman service. 30 years experi-
ence. Concrete, painting, drywall, etc. Call for free 
estimate. 941-376-7894. Licensed and insured.

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS! Do you need qual-
ity services for your home? Free estimates. 941- 
580- 3312.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH duplex, 2BR/2BA, 
garage, screened lanai. Quiet area. No pets. $950/
month. 941-776-1789.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex in 
Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block to beach. 
$900/month. Pets considered. 941-725-2549.

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTAL with dock. Walk 
to beach, $2,200/month or $800/week. Cortez cot-
tage $900/month or $500/week. No pets, no smok-
ers. 941-794-5980. Divefi sh.com.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large duplex unit, 
2BR/2BA plus den, washer/dryer hookups, central 
air conditioner, $975/month, $1,000 security. 941-
962-5827.

RUNAWAY BAY $800/week, ground floor. 2009 
season available. Jan. 1-15, March 16-April 30. 
941-730-2935.

SEASONAL: BEAUTIFUL GOUND-level single-fam-
ily home. 2BR/1BA or 3BR/2BA with living room, 
family room, washer/dryer and carport. Block to the 
beach in Anna Maria. 813-690-9762.

FIND GREAT DEALS on wheels and everything 
else in The Islander, 778-7978.

RENTALS Continued

HOMES BEACH ANNUAL rental, 2BR/2BA, large 
utility room with washer and dryer. First, last and 
security, plus utilities. 941-779-2265.

2BR MOBILE HOME on creek. 15 minutes to beach. 
$695/month, lease and deposit. 863-688-3524.

BRADENTON BEACH COTTAGE. 1BR/1BA close 
to beach. $400/weekly. Small pets considered. 941-
773-9005.

ANNUAL RENTAL: LOVELY 2BR/1.5BA home has 
large private yard with gazebo, garage, workshop 
and laundry hook up. Close to beach and town. 
$1,200 plus utilities. Includes lawn care. Pets con-
sidered. 941-726-1898 or 617-623-3046.

ANNUAL RENTAL AVAILABLE May 1. Westbay 
Cove, ground-floor ,waterfront 2BR/2BA unfur-
nished. Pool, tennis, close to beach and all services. 
Call Sharon, 941-713-9096, Old Florida Realty.

MAY SUMMER RENTALS –Waterfront 2BR/2BA 
townhouse, $550/week with pool, dock. Longboat Key 
2BR/2BA village, $600/week. Key Royale 3BR/2BA 
pool, dock, $799/week. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

WATERFRONT ON PALMA Sola canal with boat 
slip. 2BR/2BA condo with laundry, heated pool, 
cable, renovated. Annual $1,050/month. Indoor cats 
possible. Must see. 941-720-7519

ANNUAL SAN REMO canalfront 2BR/1BA end unit. 
Washer/dryer, furnished with or without boat dock 
and lift. 941-807-3244.

MIRROR LAKE 2BR/2BA near IMG Academy. Gor-
geous lakefront view. Five minutes to beaches. Pool, 
spa, tennis courts, new appliances, washer/dryer. 
$995/month. 941-726-0485.

HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA. Includes water, trash, 
cable. First, last and security deposit. Available May 
1. $795/month. 949-813-4900.

ANNUAL BRADENTON BEACH 2BR/2BA 850 sf. 
Very nice. 2409 Ave. C, Holmes Beach. $990/month. 
Mike, 941-737-0915.

BRADENTON BEACH BRAND new duplex, block 
from beach. 3BR/3BA two-car garage, granite 
kitchen, marble baths, offi ce, eight-person Jacuzzi, 
elevator, balconies overlooking Gulf and Intrac-
oastal. Turnkey furnished, absolutely pristine, no 
pets, $2500/month annually with option to buy. Call 
Lisa, 860-601-3838.

GULFFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA. Heated pool, 
tennis, elevator. Weekly, bi-monthly, monthly. 941-
794-8877.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

RENTALS Continued

9604 CORTEZ ROAD west, 2BR/2BA condo with 
boat slip. Less than two miles from the Island. 
Tennis, heated pool, billiards, fi tness center, game 
room. Lease or purchase. Call 941-720-3022.

NEW FURNISHED 1BR/1BA annual at Sunny 
Shores. Mile from Anna Maria Island, marina, on 
Intracoastal Waterway. $700/month. 941-224-6521.

ANNUAL FABULOUS VIEW bayfront. 2BR/2BA 
villa, unfurnished. Available now. Water included, 
$1,000/month. 941-224-6521.

ANNUAL KEY ROYALE 2BR/2BA with family room, 
garage, washer/dryer, $1,300/month plus utilities. 
Annual 5400 condo, 1BR/1BA plus sunroom, $975/
month plus utilities. Annual 2BR/1BA, half duplex 
on 61st Street, $975/month plus utilities. Now thru 
summer 1BR/1BA near the beach with pool use, 
$775/month plus FPL. Call Sue at An Island Place 
Realty 941-779-9320. 

FOR RENT WATERFRONT 3BR/2BA on Palma 
Sola Bay. $2,000/month or $800/week. 941-795-
1515. 

SPECTACULAR VIEW ON Palma Sola Bay. 
2BR/2BA condo completely renovated. Open 
kitchen, new appliances, washer/dryer, unfurnished, 
community pools and tennis. Annual rental $1,050/
month. Must see. Call 941-795-6699 or 941-773-
6186.

BRING YOUR BOAT: waterfront duplex in Bradenton 
Beach. Two blocks to beach with dock and davits, 
washer, dryer and storage shed. $1,000/month. Call 
727-784-3679.

2BR/2BA LUXURY condo. Steps from the beach. 
Tennis, sauna, pool. $995/week plus tax and clean 
up. 863-688-3524.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA, Holmes Beach, $875/month. 
Washer/dryer hookup, large backyard, pets consid-
ered, quiet, close to beach. 941-795-0504.

FISHING FOR a good deal? Look in The Islander, 
778-7978.

RENTALS Continued

2BR/1BA DUPLEX TOTALLY remodeled, furnished, 
three blocks to beach, Small pets considered. $950/
month. 941-730-8339.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA, second-fl oor, corner condo. 
Views of Skyway Bridge. $1,100/month for six 
months. 941778-9710.

NEAR BEACH 1BR/1BA duplex. Covered parking, util-
ity room with washer/dryer hookup no pets. $750/month 
plus utilities, $750 security deposit. 941-538-8200.

FOR RENT: WATERFRONT all new 3BR/3BA. Pool, 
spa, dock. Gorgeous! June 23-Aug. 15. $8,000. Call 
941-795-1515.

VACATION RENTAL NORTHWEST Florida. Beautiful 
3BR/2BA with two-car garage, pool. Discounts apply. 
www.coastalpropertiesrealty.com. 941-794-1515.

ANNUAL RENTAL: PALMA Sola Bay 3BR/3BR pool 
home. Lawn included. $1,400/month. www.coastal-
propertiesrealty.com. 941-794-1515.

ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA duplex. Washer/dryer hookup, 
$900/month. 1BR/1BA $675/month. 2BR/1BA $725/
month. No pets. Close to beach. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty, 941-778-7500.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $310,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

REAL ESTATE Continued

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $485,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

LOWEST PRICES EVER offered in building! Club 
Bamboo South, small effi ciency with balcony over-
looking the Gulf. Nightly rental income. Must sell, 
$299,999. Call Pete, 773-472-7440. 

REMODELED 2BD/1.5BA MOBILE home, Royal 
Gardens. Cortez Road, Bradenton. $12,500. Must 
sell. 941-792-4350.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND timeshare weeks for sale 
24 and 25, Resort 66. 1BR poolside condo sleeps 
four. $2,000 each. 231-924-1504.

TIMESHARE FOR SALE – Tortuga Beach Club – 
weeks 24 and 25, June 13 thru June 27, 2008. On 
the beach, fi ve stars, Sanibel Island. Call for price: 
561-791-9010.

TIMESHARE FOR SALE, 1BR/1BA at the Maverick 
in Ormond Beach by Daytona. Week 8, between race 
week and bike week. Excellent week. Right on the 
Atlantic. Contact Janet at jmh310705@aol.com

WANTED – HOME ON Anna Maria Island, (fi x-up 
OK). Up to $250,000 cash. No Realtors, please. 
941-795-1515.

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA, or 
1BR/2BA plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, 
workshop, carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, fl ow-
ers and privacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum 
roof. Handyman special. $659,000. 941-778-9217.

ISLAND CONDO ESTATE, 2BR/1BA. Steps to 
beach. $249,000 or best offer. Realtor, 941-756-
1090.

BUILD TO SUIT: Key Royale 3BR/2BA and two-car 
garage home. Existing with large lot. Expandable. 
Jumbo money in place. Call for details. 941-356-1456.
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546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.302.3100

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Personalized Approach to Ensure Maximum Value

941.302.3100 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

83 North Shore Drive
Beautiful cape cod-style 4BR/2.5BA with pool. In the 
heart of Old Town Anna Maria. Lovely bright open plan. 
Walk to shops, beach and restaurants. Move-in ready!

PENDING

105 81st St. 
Huge price reduction on this adorable 5BR/4BA beach 
house with apartment 2nd in from Gulf with Gulf views! 
Rental’s in place! 

Bring offers! $799,000

200 S Gulf Drive 
6 4 units left! Bank-owned foreclosure! Beachfront 
condos with granite and 10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for 
details. These won’t last at current pricing.

SOLD- #5 and #8 

Palm Isle Village
Adorable and beautifully furnished cottages just 
300-feet from Gulf! No maintenance community with 
pool. Rental program in place to offset cost. 

From the $450s

2500 Gulf Drive
NEW! Two Gulffront homes, beautifully furnished and 
fi nished with granite, 10-ft ceilings and hardwood fl oors. 
Amazing gulf views.  Pool and enclosed garage.

$1,199,000

6404 Gulf Drive
Gulf front 3/3 luxury condo.  Windows 4 sides, designer 
furnished British West Indies style. Gulf front pool. Gated 
community, enclosed parking and elevator. Bring Offers! 
       $1,599,000

306 S. Gulf Dr. 
Duplex rental, zoned C2. 110-feet running beachfront. 
Large L-shaped lot. Great location with current rental 
history and bookings. 

$1,790,000

212 S. Harbor
New St. Augustine style 3BR/3BA with pool and dock.  
Beautifully fi nished with hardwood fl oors, vaulted 
ceilings and granite.

PENDING

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

244 South Harbor
 Amazing full bay views from master suite and greatroom of this beautifully remodeled town home. Lots of 
windows and sliders bring the outside in. Best feature is the private roof-top patio with wet bar, half bath 
and shower. Includes garage, screened patio and boat slip and lift! Wonderfully maintained small community 
with pool overlooking the bay. 

Reduced $100,000 • $699,000.

FEATURED PROPERTY

Simply the Best

30 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com
INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

Key Royale. Outstanding, new, 5,000 sq.ft., 4BR home with three 
full baths and two half baths, two fi replaces, elevator, heated pool, new 
dock and loads of privacy. Truly a gorgeous home! $1,999,000.

2 Brand new bayfront fl ats.  3BR/2BA each with a shared pool. The 
end of the road doesn’t get any better than this.  Old town feel with modern 
conveniences overlooking Anna Maria Sound with a new dock.

Canal Duplex.  3BR/2BA and 2BR/1BA with view of Anna Maria 
Sound with direct access boat davits and room for 4 boats. $450,000.

Large offi ce and large apartment in the center of the Holmes 
Beach shopping area. Lots of storage and over 3,000 sq.ft. under 
roof. Zoned for duplex and has 12,844 sq. ft. of land. $550,000.

AA

nnnn
aa MMaarriiaa RReeaallttyy

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

NEWLY LISTED CUSTOM HOME!
Unique home in Anna Maria’s quaint ROR 
district.  Includes 3BR/2BA, great eat-in kitchen, 
plus separate dining area, living room and spacious 
family room with French doors to  the 8 ft. by 35 ft. 
screened back porch. Custom home has nautical 
flair with beautiful beamed vaulted ceilings, 
arched doorways and features an attractive open 
deck with roped ramp to front entrance.  Secluded 
by lovely trees and landscaping with street setback 
ideal for potential of a small business if desired. 
Close walking to beach. Priced to sell $799,900.

REAL ESTATE Continued

CREATIVE FINANCING – WATERFRONT Key 
Royale remodeled 3BR/2BA with pool and boat 
dock, $799,000 with $50,000 down. Northwest 
Bradenton home remodeled 3BR/2BR and two-car 
garage, $299,000 with $30,000 down. Palma Sola 
waterfront town house 2BR/2BA $295,000 with 
$25,000 down. Owner/agent, 941-356-1456.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The 
Islander.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

ASHEVILLE, N.C., mountain acreage homesites 
from $49,000, excellent fi nancing available. Call 
877-890-5253 ext. 3973 www.seeriverhighlandsny.
com.

DOCKABLE LAKEFRONT AND log cabin only 
$89,900. Sale: Saturday, May 3 only. Gorgeous 
2,100-sf log-cabin package and beautifully wooded 
dockable waterfront parcel on private, recreational 
lake in Tennessee. Quiet, gated community. Or, fi ve-
acre lake access with free boat slips just $24,900. 
Excellent fi nancing. Sold fi rst come, fi rst served. Call 
888-792-5253, ext. 1798

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

ESTATE AUCTION: 10 a.m. Saturday, May 17. 
655+/- acres, divided. Webster County, Ga. Hunt-
ing, fi shing, hardwoods, crop bases, homesites. 10 
percent below prime. GAL AU-002594 RowellAuc-
tions.com 800-323-8388.

SEVEN WOODED ACRES with 2,100-sf. log-home 
package. Easy access to Intracoastal Waterway. 
County road frontage with utilities! $89,900! Call, 
866-950-5263, ext. 103.

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS: log-cabin shell on two pri-
vate acres near very wide trout stream in the Galax 
area and New River State Park. $139,500. Owner, 
866-789-8535.
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