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Fire destroys bayside home
The Kent and Pa Davis home fi re on 58th Street lights the night April 17 as the ladder truck sprays water on their roof and the home on 
the right. Eventually the Davis’ roof collapsed inside the drenched home. Inset: A fi refi ghter walks on the dock as the accidental fi re rages. 
Islander Photos: Bonner Joy and Arthur Valadie

Kent Davis examines what’s left of his price-
less collection of more than 2,000 books on 
the history of southeast Asia after an early 
morning fi re April 17 destroyed his home on 
58th Street in Holmes Beach. Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

By Lisa Neff
The Islander

 The sun came up bright on the bay April 
17 to reveal the dark smoke that remained 
over 58th Street in Holmes Beach.
 And the ash.
 And the debris.
 And the water.
 And the fi refi ghters.
 And standing just inside the yellow 
ribbon of tape ringing her blackened home 
in the 500 block of 58th Street, Pa Davis 
stood with a duffle bag over her shoul-
der and a clipboard in her right hand. She 
assessed the damage.
 “I have to go back in to fi nd my wed-
ding rings,” she said, quietly, just hours 
after an accidental fi re ravaged her water-
front home.
 Nearby, Deputy Fire Marshal Kurt 
Lathrop also assessed the damage, called 
into 911 shortly after 2 a.m. April 17.
 A team of West Manatee Fire Rescue 
fi refi ghters who had responded to the call 
also saw dawn come up behind the charred 
home on the bay.
 It was a long morning.
 And a big fi re.

Sounding the alarm
 Pa Davis, 39, and her husband, Kent, 
52, had been sleeping in the one-story, con-
crete block home they moved into about six
years ago, after selling their Siam Garden 
Resort in Anna Maria.
 Sometime after 2 a.m., the home’s 
smoke detectors — newer, wired, inter-
connected detectors — sounded, and not 
because of a dying battery.

 The living room was cloudy with smoke. 
Kent felt the heat on the door to his garage — 
the doorknob was hot to the touch. He heard 
crackling and popping inside the garage — and 
a “violent” sound that was the roar of the fi re.
 The couple, still in their nightclothes, fl ed 
the home to fi nd heavy black smoke and fl ames 
outside and to call 911 on a cell phone.
 For a few scary moments, Pa and Kent were 
separated in the darkness. She went toward the 
neighbor she knows best on the northside, he ran 
up the street. Both were calling out for help.
 Pa frantically sought help next door when 
the dispatcher couldn’t understand her, and 
Arlene Byrne helped with making that emer-
gency call and the many questions that followed 
from the dispatch operator.
 Diane Fernandez, across the canal, said she 
was awakened by a woman’s cries for help. Then 
she smelled smoke. She woke husband John, 
who called directly to HBPD at 2:07 a.m.
 Meanwhile, other neighbors too were call-
ing emergency numbers, to request aid as the 
fi re pushed through the roof and triggered the 
explosion of a 250-gallon propane tank next to 
the garage.
 It shook the neighborhood.
 “It just let go,” Lathrop said of the tank. 
“Within a minute, what was in it was gone.”

Battling the blaze
 Manatee County’s Emergency Communica-
tions Center dispatched WMFR to 58th Street at 
2:22 a.m., according to Lathrop.
 WMFR’s log showed the first fire truck 
arrived at 2:23 a.m. The fi rst fi refi ghters on the 
scene reported “the garage and roof completely 
involved in fi re,” Lathrop said.
 Additional apparatus arrived, three more 

WMFR trucks, including the district’s ladder 
truck that was used to spray water down on the 
roof, and then a truck from Longboat Key Fire 
Department.
 “When our guys got there it was already 
through the roof,” WMFR Chief Andy Price 
said. “They got a line out quick, but I think the 
fi re had been in the attic for a while before it 
was detected.”
 The fi re was so intense WMFR command-
ers feared a collapse and ordered fi refi ghters to 
“go into defensive mode,” said Lathrop. That 
meant emergency workers had to wage their 
battle outside the home.
 “Based on eminent collapse, it was nobody 
inside, everybody outside,” Lathrop said.
 No commander wants “to tell a wife her 
husband died for something to be bulldozed,” 
Lathrop said.
 Because of wind pushing from the bay, 

News: Volunteers turn 
out to clean up the 
Island’s roadsides, 
beaches, waters. 
Page 8
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smoke and debris, fi refi ghters could not attack directly 
from the front of the property, with an estimated value 
of about $1.145 million.
 The back of the structure faced the water, where 
fi refi ghters had stretched hoses from a fi re truck parked 
in Byrne’s driveway over a fence, through a hedge and 
along the bayside of the home. The truck holds about 
750 gallons of water.
 Firefi ghters on another truck stretched a hose about 
1,300 feet to the nearest hydrant, located on 56th Street 
near Catchers Marina. Manatee County water lines on 
side streets such as 58th Street cannot accommodate 
hydrants.
 “The county has said you can’t put a hydrant on 
anything less than a six-inch line,” Price said. The 58th 
Street water line is about two-inches in diameter.
 Numerous other emergency offi cials assisted at the 
fi re, including Bradenton Beach and Holmes Beach 
police offi cers, Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce dep-
uties, Manatee County Emergency Medical Services, 
Florida Power & Light and Suburban Gas.
 Law enforcement offi cers secured the area, as well 
as assisted in the investigation. EMS provided medi-
cal services to a fi refi ghter who inhaled some smoke. 
FP&L dealt with electrical wires that snapped from a 
pole during the fi refi ghting. Suburban Gas was called 
upon to examine the propane tank that exploded.
 WMFR reserve firefighters also assisted at the 
scene. “We were full of reserves,” Price said.
 Lathrop said WMFR offi cials declared the “situa-
tion under control” at 3:56 a.m.

Witnessing the loss
 Witnesses said they felt helpless as they watched 
fi re destroy the home. Inside was Kent’s collection of 
rare and antique books, as well as his own almost-fi n-
ished manuscript, and Pa’s collection of antiques and 
treasured items from her native Thailand.
 “When I got out, I saw the house in fl ames,” said 
neighbor Carol Yavalar. “The whole thing was in 
fl ames, engulfed in fl ames. It was just a raging fi re.”
 The emergency prompted some residents to wonder 
aloud, “What would happen if this was September and 

Fire destroys Island house
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the bridge closed?”
 The Anna Maria Island Bridge on Manatee Avenue/
State Road 64 will be closed to vehicles for about 45 
days beginning in late September for a major rehabili-
tation. During that time, traffi c will be detoured to the 
Cortez Bridge in Bradenton Beach.
 Offi cials initially raised concerns about getting 
emergency vehicles to and from the Island during the 
bridge closure. Those concerns prompted the Florida 
Department of Transportation to offer some fi nancial 
assistance to boost personnel and equipment on the 
Island. WMFR plans to put an additional fi refi ghting 
crew in the Holmes Beach station during the closure.
 Lathrop said when there’s little traffi c, the bridge 
closure won’t impede emergency vehicles bound for the 
Island from WMFR’s station on Cortez Road or from 

Longboat Key.
 Still offi cials remain concerned about emergency 
traffi c during the shut down, not at 2 a.m., but at 9 a.m. 
during the commutes.
 Some witnesses also wondered whether fi refi ghters 
got water to the scene soon enough, specifi cally raising 
concerns about the distance to the hydrant.
 One witness said not only was the hydrant too far 
away, but the pressure was too low. “I heard shouts 
over a loudspeaker, ‘We have no water, there’s no 
water.’”
 Lathrop, referring to the lack of hydrants in some 
areas, said, “It’s a problem. We like to have them every 
800 feet.”
 But the problem is due to the fact that some exist-

PLEASE SEE FIRE, NEXT PAGE

Pa Davis stands outside talking on her cell phone at her fi re-ravaged home on the morning of April 17. An 
accidental fi re destroyed the $1.15 million residence, according to West Manatee Fire Rescue District offi cials. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
April 24, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
April 25, noon, Arbor Day.
April 29, 10 a.m., fi reworks task force.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
April 24, 2 p.m., city commission work meeting. 
April 28, 2 p.m., city commission work meeting. 
May 1, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
April 24, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeach.fl .org 

Of Interest
April 28, 9:30 a.m., Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization meeting, Sudakoff Hall, USF/
New College campus, Sarasota. 

ing county water lines on the Island and also on the 
mainland cannot accommodate fi re hydrants.
 Larger water lines are required in new subdivi-
sions, which aren’t expected any time soon on Anna 
Maria Island, but existing lines will only get replaced 
over time.
 “There’s a master plan to upgrade over the next 20 
years,” Price said. “But there’s quite a bit of infrastruc-
ture.… The county has been good in trying to correct 
that, but it’s not cheap.”
 Price added that in the 58th Street fi re, water was 
not the factor.
 The wind was.
 “There was nothing they could do to save the struc-
ture,” Price said. “I knew as soon as I got there it was a 
total loss.… The fi re was well involved before it set off 
the smoke detectors, too well involved. It was through 
the roof when we got the call. It was 40 feet in the air 
when I got there.”
 Wind carried the fi re from the garage into the crawl 
space between ceiling and roof, where it probably 
burned for a while without trigging the smoke alarms, 
Price said.
 “You could have a raging fi re above this ceiling 
and not know it,” the chief said, seated late April 17 at 
his desk in his offi ce at Station No. 1 in Holmes Beach, 
just blocks from the Davis home. “I’ve seen it. And the 
wind kindles the fi re like you wouldn’t believe.”
 “Winds off the water really pushed that fi re,” Lath-
rop said.
 In the daylight, the devastation seemed even more 
apparent. The Mercedes in the garage looked like 
crackled junkyard metal. The ground and nearby canal 
was littered with ash, “like from a volcano,” said one 
neighbor. Trees and shrubs were charred black.
 “The radiant heat lit trees 150 feet away,” Price 
said.

Investigating the cause
 With sun-up April 17, the homeowners didn’t yet 
know the cause of the fi re.
 But Pa had suspected it began in the garage.
 Lathrop, as Pa shared her suspicion, could be seen 
in the distance taking photographs of the garage and 

the propane tank on the ground outside the garage.
 Nearby, a team of fi refi ghters readied to pack up a 
hose.
 “We had a lot of fi re on this one,” one fi refi ghter 
said quietly. “It was going pretty good when we got 
here.”
 By about 9:30 a.m., Lathrop had said the fi re was 
accidental and it began in a garbage can in the garage, 
where a rag soaked with linseed oil had been dis-
carded.
 The oiled rag had been used to treat wood furniture 
on the deck the night before. The rag went into the 
garbage can at about 6:30 p.m. April 16. Eight hours 
later, the fi re raged.
 “We followed the burn pattern,” Lathrop said. “At 
this point, we are going to be calling the cause acci-
dental.”
 To those who don’t know fi re, the cause seemed 
unbelievable, strange-but-true, a freak accident. By 
mid-day April 17 the “cause” caused a buzz about the 
Island.
 But fi re offi cials seemed unsurprised.
 A balled-up rag soaked with linseed oil produces 
its own heat, Lathrop said. “Over time, it will get hot 
enough to go into open fl ame.”
 WMFR Commission Chair Mike Mulyck recalled 
using linseed oil on a boat several years ago. He had 
tossed a collection of rags to the back of the boat. “I 
looked up, I had a nice bonfi re on my boat.”
 Price remembered a long ago fi re at the current 
location of the Anchor Inn in which cleaning chemicals 
on rags caused a fi re.
 “All the rags were in a can and we traced the fi re 
right back to there,” Price said. “A lot of people don’t 
realize what can happen.”

Beginning another day
 With the fire extinguished, Kent and Pa Davis 
began the long assessment of loss and the even longer 
work to recover. (See separate story.)
 The next day, smoke still scented the neighborhood 
and water collected in small pools in the streets.
 Walkers passed by the home and shook their 
heads.
 “It looks like it was fire-bombed,” said one 
woman.
 Some nearby homeowners vowed to protect their 

Fire destroys home
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

family and property.
 “I’m going out and buy a fire ladder,” Yavalar 
said.
 “I think I took the batteries out of my smoke detec-
tors,” said Holmes Beach resident Cynthia Gallagher. 
“So I’ve got to put them back.”
 A block away from the scene, the sounds of Holmes 
Beach waking up could be heard — a car horn, a door 
slam.
 Paul Harmon had watched the house burn on April 
17. 
 On April 18, he walked Marina Drive about two 
blocks from the site and watched children playing as 
they headed across the city sports fi eld for a school bus 
stop.
 “It was a real tragedy,” Harmon said, “but it’s 
things and thank goodness they got life.”
 And WMFR fi refi ghters that morning were off at 
another house fi re, this one in west Bradenton on First 
Avenue Drive Northwest, where the fi re was brought 
under control within a few minutes.

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Kent and Sophaphan “Pa” Davis of Holmes Beach 
quickly admit they are lucky to be alive.
 Had their smoke detectors not worked, Kent Davis 
believes the fi re that started shortly after 2 a.m. April 
17 in the garage of their bayfront home on 58th Street 
would not have awakened them in time.
 “The smoke detectors saved our lives. We only had 
about 30 seconds after the alarm woke us up to get out. 
Otherwise, I wouldn’t be standing here today talking to 
you,” said Davis, a well-known Island businessman and 
the former owner of the Siam Garden Resort in Anna 
Maria.
 Davis spoke as he examined the rubble of one of 
his greatest passions: a collection of more than 2,000 
books on the history of Southeast Asia.
 The fi re consumed his rarest books. The remainder 
are “drying out” and Davis has already contacted a 
company that specializes in book and manuscript res-
toration about their fate.
 “After saving our lives, that’s the real story,” Davis 
said, pointing to the remains of his collection, most of 
them signed fi rst editions, extremely rare and no longer 
available anywhere. Some were printed in the 1800s or 
early 1900s.
 “The collection was priceless. It’s not something 
I can place a value on,” Davis observed. “I can tell 
you my house contents are insured for $150,000 and I 
wouldn’t have taken that for the collection. They are 
irreplaceable.”
 And his collection was to have increased by one on 
April 18 and yet another in the not-too-distant future.
 He had planned on republishing “Angkor the 
Magnifi cent,” originally written in 1924 by American 
socialite and Titanic survivor Helen Churchill Candee 
on the history of Angkor Wat. The revised version was 
scheduled to go to the publisher on April 18.
 Candee’s 1924 book is credited with introducing 

Davis’ thankful, hopeful after fi re destroys home 
tourism to Cambodia. Americans living in the western 
Pacifi c at that time became entranced by her descrip-
tions of the splendor and architecture of the temples 
and statues and began to visit the remote site on a 
regular basis. Those visits prompted the pre-World 
War II Cambodian government to build roads to the 
site, where accommodations and dining establishments 
began to fl ourish as a result of the growth of tourism.
 If there’s anything left of Davis’ work, which also 
includes a biography of Candee, it’s on a hard-drive 
somewhere in the rubble, he said.
 “I think I can save it,” said an optimistic Davis. 
He’s having the hard drive sent to a computer company 
that specializes in recovering memory from damaged 

Offi cials survey the damage caused by an early 
morning fi re on April 17 in Holmes Beach. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

hard drives.
 Luckily, Davis had sent a digital copy to a graphic 
arts company a few days earlier. The text most certainly 
can be retrieved from that, he believes.
 What might not be salvaged, however, is something 
different, rare and priceless — Davis’ original notes, 
photographs and manuscript on the more than 1,800 
female statues at Angkor Wat.
 Davis has spent the past six years researching the 
signifi cance of these statutes, each of which is distinctly 
different from another. He planned on publishing his 
works through his publishing company, DatAsia.
 The data on his hard-drive includes his 25,000 pho-
tographs of the statues. Although some of his original 
notes were saved, the photographs are the “key” to the 
entire work, he said.
 “This was to be my legacy to the Cambodian 
people, a story of their history, which the Khmer Rouge 
stole when they came to power.”
 Davis said he would continue his literary effort on 
Angkor Wat, even if he has to start again with just his 
few remaining notes and drawings.

PLEASE SEE DAVIS, NEXT PAGE

Kent and Pa Davis have vowed to continue their 
literary work on Angkor Wat and their humanitarian 
efforts in Cambodia. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
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 “The house fire and the possessions lost don’t 
defi ne me. That’s not what I am. These are all tran-
sient things. My wife’s from Thailand and the Buddhist 
mentality there is that these things are worth nothing. 
What you do with your life is worth something.”
 Davis said the proceeds of all the books he is pub-
lishing will be donated to a humanitarian cause for the 
people of Cambodia. Information about Davis’ cause 
can be found at www.earthandfl ower.com.
 That Web site details a book documenting the 
women who formed the national dance company of 
Cambodia, until they were killed by the Khmer Rouge. 
Davis was involved in republishing that material and 
it helped him form a vision and mission for his life.
 He and Pa have already begun their humanitarian 
efforts in Cambodia, having funded a middle school 
several years ago during a visit to Angkor Wat for his 
research.
 They have no plans to stop, or let a fi re slow them 
down. They have moved on quickly to continue their 
mission in life.
 Kent Davis was on a borrowed computer the night 
of the fi re to let friends and family afar know that they 
survived a nightmare.

Davis family vows to continue
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

No recession for Island’s winter tourist season
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 While many major media outlets continue to 
announce rather grim economic news, including 
the dreaded “recession” word, Anna Maria Island 
the past winter season appears to have escaped any 
recession fears, at least in terms of visitors and their 
spending.
 Figures released by the Bradenton Area Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau for March report occupancy 
of surveyed Island accommodation units was at 88.9 
percent, a 5.2 percent climb from the same month 
in 2007. Likewise, Longboat Key occupancy also 
jumped, rising from 85.5 last year at this time to 89.4 
for March 2008.
 At the same time, the average daily rate for an 
Island accommodation unit climbed to $191.86, a 9 
percent increase from the same month last year.
 The news brought a smile to CVB marketing man-
ager Susan Estler.
 “I haven’t had any of our members complain about 
the season. In fact, most have been singing praises 
and we’ve been extremely busy with requests for 
information. I’m very encouraged for the summer,” 
Estler observed.
 Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce execu-
tive director Mary Ann Brockman agrees.
 “We’ve had no complaints from any of our mem-
bers,” noted a pleased Brockman. “I think it’s safe to say 
the Island has been very busy the past two months.”
 In addition to European visitors, Brockman believes 
more Canadian visitors came to the Island this year than 
in years past, a direct result of the one-to-one exchange 
rate Canadians are now getting for their dollar.
 And a lot of them headed to the chamber offi ces.
 “In fact, we had 3,012 walk-ins in March and that 
was a record,” she added.
 About 70 percent of the walk-in traffi c was looking 
for an accommodation, but they also wanted informa-
tion on where to take the kids, where the fi shing boats 
are, where they could rent a bicycle or motorcycle, and 
where the best restaurants are.
 Among those restaurants are the BeachHouse in 
Holmes Beach and the Sandbar in Anna Maria, and 
owner Ed Chiles is delighted with the season.
 “March was a record month for us, and we even had 
some days lost because of the weather,” Chiles noted. 
“And even April is going strong, so I expect we will 
continue to be busy.”
 On the Internet, the chamber was fairly busy, 
recording 67,280 “hits” during March, accompanied 
by 667 direct requests for a rental unit.
 “It’s certainly been a great season and our Island 
economy needed one,” Brockman noted.
 It also helped that a weak U.S. dollar made a Flor-
ida vacation an attractive proposition.
 Whereas Europeans two years ago were only get-
ting about 70 cents for every Eurodollar, for this winter 
season the Euro was fetching about $1.60. As noted, 
Canadian visitors are getting an even exchange on their 

dollar, compared to about 75 cents two years ago.
 “This year, a Florida vacation was very reasonable 
for the European and Canadian visitor. The attractive 
exchange rate appeared certainly to be a factor. From 
the reports I’ve gotten, everyone seems to be pleased,” 
Estler said.
 One who can certainly appreciate the favorable 
exchange rate is Tom Buehler of Haley’s Motel in 
Holmes Beach. The motel has done well attracting 
German and United Kingdom visitors this winter and 
Buehler credits the exchange rate as the reason for a 
March sellout at the motel.
 “Absolutely, the great exchange rate is why they’re 
here,” said Buehler. “And our March was 100 percent 
sold out because of that exchange rate. If we’d had 
twice the number of rooms, we would have doubled 
our occupancy,” said an obviously pleased Buehler.
 “And we actively seek out the European visitor. 
With British visitors getting two-for-one on the pound 
to the dollar, this is a bargain vacation for them. Two 
years ago, I think they were only getting about $1.30 
to the pound. A Florida vacation in winter is now not 
that expensive for them.”
 With marketing and advertising in Britain and Ger-
many, Haley’s saw its best winter in several years.
 “And summer bookings are already ahead of last 
year by 25 percent,” Buehler added. “
 Indeed, said Marge Moran of the Club Bamboo 

Resort on Bradenton Beach.
 “March was one of the best months we’ve ever had. 
We had a lot of 100 percent occupancy nights and had 
to turn people away on occasion. We are way ahead of 
last year and everyone seems to be happy.”
 As one of the few Island resorts to accept walkins 
seeking a single-night stay, Moran realizes that during 
the winter season, this can often play havoc with a 
property’s occupancy rate.
 “We do try to accommodate people who show up on 
Friday evening and want a room just for a night,” Moran 
said. “But it was hard to do that this past season because 
of heavy demand and a lot of advance reservations.”
 Moran said when she’s unable to accommodate a 
visitor, she attempts to fi nd them lodging elsewhere 
on the Island. During the winter season, however, the 
person seeking a $100 room on the Gulf of Mexico 
“had to go inland,” Moran noted.
 Occupancy and room rates were up from last year 
on the mainland, too. The CVB reported the mainland 
average daily room rate for March was $173.49, up 
from $162.64 for the same month in 2007. Mainland 
occupancy increased only from 88.3 percent last year 
to 88.5 percent for March 2008.
 “I think it’s fair to say people prefer to stay on the 
Island near the Gulf than on the mainland and have to 
drive here daily,” added Buehler. “What’s not to like 
about an Island vacation in winter?”

Volunteer Jerome Bien shows off the Esperanza, a fi shing boat used by Cubans to travel to the Florida Keys 
to seek refuge in America and later restored for the Florida Maritime Museum in Cortez. The Esperanza was 
expected to make its initial voyage during the Florida Gulf Coast Small Craft Festival in Cortez April 19. “I 
had a good time fi xing this thing,” Bien said. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Small crafts fi nd an audience at the Florida Gulf 
Coast Small Craft Festival in Cortez on April 19.

Cortez boat 
festival great 

success
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 Boats and boatbuilders from San Francisco, New 
York and points between crowded Cortez over the 
weekend to set records in the third annual Great Florida 
Gulf Coast Small Craft Festival. 
 It “exceeded all expectations and was even better 
than anyone dared hope,” said Roger Allen, who con-
ceived the show three years ago and put this year’s 
event together. 
 Featured were 53 boats built from the keel up or 
restored with painstaking labor by their owners. Most 
were of wood. All were authentic, Allen said. 
 The top prize for a restoration went to Lou Demote 
of Sarasota for his Seabright skiff restoration. It won 
the Chips Shore award, named in honor of the Manatee 
County clerk of the circuit court, whose department is 
in charge of historic matters in the county and who has 
been supportive of the programs in Cortez, said Allen. 
The boat show was an outgrowth of the boatbuilding 
and restoration under the auspices of the Florida Mari-
time Museum in Cortez, which comes under Shore and 

Allen, who is manager of Cortez historic sites. 
 Best in show winner was a 20-foot Melonseed, 
product of Howard Heinblock of Nokomis.  
 The Mullet Cup in the boat races went to Kent 
Bleakley of Tarpon Springs, while J. Kreisssle of Cortez  
won the Way Out Island Regatta. William Doll of San 
Francisco came all the way across the continent to win 
the 15-foot class in the regatta. 
 A highlight of the festival was Charles Morgan’s 
Saturday night banquet address tracing the history of 
boatbuilding on this part of the Gulf Coast, to which he 
was a dominant contributor from the end of World War 
II onward. He is dean of naval architects in the area, 
particularly in his hometown St. Petersburg. 
 The festival headquartered at the museum and on 
the waterfront on the southwest corner of the Florida 
Institute for Saltwater Heritage’s FISH Preserve and 
the adjacent Cortez Bait and Seafood and Taylor Boat-
works grounds. 
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      Beauty & Wellness
Acqua Aveda Salon Spa Store
5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
941-778-5400  www.acquaaveda.com
Hair, nails, make-up, skin and massage
for the Bride and the entire bridal party.

Body & Sol Spa & Wellness
Relax...be well for your special day.
We pamper brides head to toe.
Upstairs of The Old IGA in Anna Maria
941-650-5441 | www.annamariadayspa.com

              Flowers
Silvia’s Flower Corner
Specializing in unique Island weddings.
9807 Gulf Dr. Anna Maria, inside Ginny’s
Call 941-720-0424,  or e-mail  
flowercorner@tampabay.rr.com

            Invitations
Invitation Station at Decor & More
6713 Manatee Ave. W, Bradenton
941-792-4235  www.decor-more.com
Visit our store or shop online for all
your invitation and stationery needs.

            Photography
Jack Elka Photography
The finest in Wedding Photography since 1980
Studio located at 315 58th St Holmes Beach
Visit my website at www.jackelka.com
941-778-2711

Island Photography
Dara Caudill  
Beautiful and creative photography 
that you will treasure for a lifetime
941-778-5676 | islandphotography.org

       Accomodations
Gulf-Bay Realty
Rentals in all price ranges. 
Gulffront,Homes, Condos and Multi-Unit .
941-778-7244 • 800-771-6043
Visit us at www.gulfbayrealty.com

Haley’s Motel
An Island jewel with 50’s charm and
21st century amenities.  Perfect for all
weddings and reunions.  941-778-5405
or 800-367-7824 | www.haleysmotel.com

      Cakes & Catering
Matt & Dom’s Pastry Cafe
9701 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria
941-778-3909 | www.madpastrycafe.com
Say “I Do” to our unique Wedding Cakes,
desserts, pastries, petits fours and more!

          Videography
Silver Video LLC 
Chrisann Esformes, MAMC, Producer/Owner
A personal and unique perspective on your wedding story 
352-281-3472 | Silvervideollc@gmail.com 

 WWWedding /Reception Sites
Mixon’s in the Grove
A Tropical Garden Oasis Setting
Weddings, ceremonies, rehearsal dinners
2712 26th Ave E. Bradenton
941-748-5829 x280 | mixonevents.com 

Bayside Banquet Hall
Waterfront weddings, receptions, events
Featuring a great Tiki Bar and Patio
4628 119th St W, Historic Cortez Village
941-798-2035 | www.baysidebanquethall.com

Situated on the waterfront of the Historic Cortez Village,  Bayside 
Banquet Hall is the perfect place for a tropical wedding. This indoor 
and outdoor venue is surrounded by lush tropical landscaping nestled 
on beautiful Sarasota Bay and features a fantastic Tiki bar and patio. 
Bring your own food and beverages, or choose your caterer.  Bayside 
Banquet Hall can accommodate small and large groups for your 
special event.

Proprietors Stephanie Keene and Patricia Banyas invite you to visit 
Bayside Banquet Hall when planning your special day.
4628 119th Street, W. Cortez Village
941- 798-2035   www.baysidebanquethall.com

i.Wed
The Islanders Wedding Directory

Say ‘I do’ to these Island Wedding Professionals

Sex doesn’t 
sell on AMI

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Sex may sell on Madison Avenue and there’s “Sex 
and the City,” a popular rerun on TV, but sex in Holmes 
Beach apparently doesn’t sell very well.
 The house at 5601 Flotilla Drive that was the scene 
of a week-long sex party in May 2006 has been “red-
tagged” by the Manatee County Tax Collector’s offi ce 
for failure to pay property taxes for 2007.
 In addition, the house is up for sale through fore-
closure auction, but the minimum bid is reportedly well 
below what the remaining mortgage amount is with the 
bank.
 Sale price on the house started at $1.69 million 
in September 2007, but had dropped to $904,900 by 
March, according to information from the Manatee 
County Multiple Listing Service for real estate.
 Real estate agent May Aston of ReMax is handling 
the auction sale and said she had not heard back from 
the bank if it would approve the most recent bid, which 
was reportedly around $400,000.
 The property gained the nickname “mandingo 
house” after a pornographic Web site video-taped 
sex parties at the house in May 2006 for viewing on 
the Internet by members of a sex club called “Mand-
ingo.”
 At that time, the house was owned by Scott and 
Deanne Hopp. Scott Hopp denied any knowledge of 
the sex parties.
 While the sex party caused quite a stir in Holmes 
Beach, particularly when nude females were observed 
sun-bathing outside the house, police found the party 
violated no ordinance and were unable to shut down 
the parties.
 However, the Hopps ordered the renter to cease 
the activity that they claimed violated their rental con-
tract.

Manatee 
County tax 
collector 
Ken Burton 
has “red-
tagged” this 
house at 
5601 Flo-
tilla Drive, 
Holmes 
Beach, for 
failure of the 
owner, Scott 
Hopp, to 
pay property 
taxes.

X-out Sept. 10: bad day for Floridians
By Paul Roat

 Here’s a date to remember, according to the deputy 
director of the state’s emergency management depart-
ment: Sept. 10.
 That’s the word from Ruben D. Almaguer, address-
ing the Manatee County Council of Governments meet-
ing April 15. The meeting consisted of more than 30 
elected offi cials and staff from all governments in the 
county.
 Sept. 10 is the high point of hurricane season. If 
a storm is going to hit, that’s the time, he said, and 
residents must develop a plan to go to high ground to 
avoid high water and wind.
 “Storm surge is the No. 1 killer,” Almaguer said. 
“It’s not if you fl ood, but when you fl ood, and we’re 
preaching to people to get to higher ground. Failure is 
not an option.” 
 But it’s not just storms that distress the disaster 
offi cer. 
 “Last year,” he said, “we had 49 disaster days. Only 
one was for a hurricane. The rest were due to wildfi res.”

 Anna Maria Island lacks timber and doesn’t have 
to contend with such issues. Thankfully. Hopefully.
 Almaguer offered a semantic sentiment in his talk 
that seemed to echo through the room, one of meeting 
the needs of disaster survivors, not “victims.” He said 
federal, state and local emergency management offi cials 
are instructed to establish a hierarchy of criteria in the 
post-disaster world: establish communication, conduct 
search-and-rescue operations, then meet basic human 
needs such as water and food, as well as shelter and 
fuel.
 “Ice is nice,” he added, “but it’s not that vital.”
 Next on the list, post-disaster is restoring infrastruc-
ture and restoring businesses and schools.
 Almaguer offered a litmus test for storms that he 
said state offi cials don’t quite adhere to but, they pay 
attention to. It’s not one that pertains to the Island, but 
is worthy of note.
 “We look at Waffl e Houses,” he said. “If the Waffl e 
House is closed, we’re in condition red.” 
 Other conditions are yellow and green.
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To the staff at The Islander 
and our community:

 On behalf of our fellow students, we would like to 
thank the staff of The Islander along with contribut-
ing artists and patrons for once again supporting the 
Manatee High School Art Department.
 Your generosity in providing an art show and auc-
tion has enabled us to start three new programs in our 
department — printmaking, ceramics, and advanced 
placement art history. 
 With the 2006 auction proceeds, we were able to 
purchase a Conrad Lithography Press (we are probably 
the only school in the state to be fortunate enough to 
have one). 
 Last year’s auction allowed us to purchase three 
new pottery wheels and a pug mill for the ceramics 
program.
 Equipment such as this helps to give us a competi-
tive edge in the post-secondary education programs to 
which we will be applying. In these tough economic 
times, with all the budget cuts, it is fantastic to see our 
community come out and support the arts.
 Carly Ayres, Kevin Betancourt, Deanna Poelsma, 
Manatee High art students

Manatee High art students Carly Ayres, Kevin 
Betancourt, Deanna Poelsma say, “thanks.”

Honoring her…
 In observance of Mother’s Day, The Islander 
invites readers to share with editors and other 
readers their best memory of mother, mom, ma, 
mamma.
 Please share — in 50 words or less — a 
personal memory for Mother’s Day, or provide 
a bit of mom’s wisdom.
 Write to The Islander at 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach FL 34217, fax to 866-362-9821, 
or e-mail to lisaneff@islander.org. Photographs 
— printed or in a high-resolution digital format 
— are welcomed.
 Please include your name, age, address, and 
a telephone number, as well as your mother’s 
name.
 Please observe our deadline — Thursday, 
May 1 — in order to publish before the holiday, 
Sunday, May 11.

Signs of times
 These are steps taken to create a quaint village (in 
the area from Coconut Street south on North Shore 
Drive and around Bean Point in the city of Anna Maria 
by those who never lived here when it WAS a quaint 
village:
 Step No. 1: Eliminate parking.
 Step No. 2: Eliminate walkways.
 Step No. 3: Remove all signs indicating beach 
accesses. 
 Step No. 4: Mercilessly defeat the idea of the 
trolley in the village (north of Pine Avenue), the only 
remaining hope we had.
 So there you have it, private beaches at the pub-
lic’s expense and a quaint village inside the city of 
Anna Maria, giving the friendly, lovable citizens a bad 
name.
 Help is on its way.
 Mark M. Alonso, Anna Maria

Scary times?
 Just when you think there’s no excitement, no big 
happenings, very little in the way of news, “Bam,” along 
it comes like a frying pan slammed on the stovetop.
 First I experienced the horrendous fi re at the Davis’ 
home fi rsthand — from 2:30 a.m. to 4:30 a.m. staring 
into the front of their house from the street. We were all 
at once and all together — horrifi ed, humbled, heart-
broken by the overwhelming loss and consumed by the 
astonishing sight of fl ames leaping into the air over the 
Davis’ roof. The only hope was that the fi re wouldn’t 
spread.
 The hopeless feelings seemed to affect even the 
fi refi ghters.
 Unlike Kent and Pa Davis and their neighbors, I’ve 
witnessed fi rsthand this situation more than a few times 
in the past. 
 I stood on the beach at the fi re at Playa Encantada 
condominiums. I watched one fi refi ghter, sitting in the 
sand pointing a hose at the burning unit while other 
fi refi ghters fought to get to the source and struggled 
to get water to the interior. I watched with 300 or so 
people who stared in disbelief at the rapid advance of 
the fi re.
 Suddenly the fl ames broke out and clearly it was 
unstoppable. The chatter and noise and even the wind 
seemed to calm. There was a collective, slow, ominous 
sigh from the crowd. A very bad fi re.
 The building and all the units were lost to fl ames.
 Another fi re just a few years ago struck a duplex in 
Bradenton Beach and a needy family with a mom on 
disability lost everything. In that instance, the Island 
rallied and donations to help them poured into The 
Islander. 
 We learned at the newspaper how much it means 
to help someone in need, especially children.
This week I also learned my friend and former Anna 
Maria Commissioner Linda Cramer had been mugged 
and robbed. I saw her, too, fi rsthand after the ordeal, 
and what a horrifi c beating she suffered.
 In recent months we’ve also seen a business owner 
shot and a young woman found slain on the beach.
 Things like this aren’t supposed to happen here. 
Anna Maria Island is a “paradise” in the minds of most 
people who live and visit here.
 The Davises and Cramer survived their ordeals and 
both their situations resulted in their being thankful for 
their lives.
 And, yes, they are overwhelmingly thankful.
 Are there lessons to be learned? Lock our doors? 
Install smoke detectors? Sprinklers? Maybe.
The Davises had smoke detectors that likely saved their 
lives. Cramer and her friend could not have forseen the 
well-planned scheme to rob their home. 
 So what can we do?
 Be thankful. Thankful we live in paradise and, in 
these times, reach out to our neighbors and friends with 
a hug. 
 — Bonner Joy
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In the April 22, 1998, issue of 
The Islander, headlines announced:

THE BESTTHE BEST 15 YEARS15 YEARS

SINCE 1992
15

Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
Waterfront Restaurant

ROTTEN RALPH’S
on the Historic Bridge Street Pier

Breakfast • Lunch •  Dinner  • Beer/Wine
200 Bridge St. •  Bradenton Beach

Open every day • 778-1604

Lunch • Dinner • Full Bar 
902 S. Bay Blvd • Anna Maria  
778-3953 • Open Every Day yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Visit our two waterfront locations!

Gulff ofofof MMMeGulfulf of of of ofo MeMMe

“We’re the best value “We’re the best value 
for your dining dollar!”for your dining dollar!”

How does he keep his prices so low?

I cheat the other guy 
and pass the savings 

on to you!

All-You-Can-EatAll-You-Can-Eat
Fish and ChipsFish and Chips

$8.99$8.99

Bloody Marys
2 for $62 for $6

FRI & SAT 4/25 & 4/26
AT THE

ANNA MARIA LOCATION

As always
FREE BEER

TomorrowOPEN MIC THURSDAY OPEN MIC THURSDAY 
NIGHT AT THE NIGHT AT THE 
ANNA MARIA ANNA MARIA 
LOCATION. LOCATION. 

MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT

JAY 
CRAWFORD

We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. It’s the best 
way to stay in touch with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. We’ve been 
publishing and mailing successfully since 1992!
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even the latest real estate trans-
actions … everything you need if your “heart is on the Island.” 
 The Islander is distributed free locally. If you don’t live here year-round, 
use this form to subscribe for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not 
suspend mail subscriptions — you get the news free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION  (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery)  
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

 Rates to Europe or other countries available on request.

MAIL TO: ________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________

CITY _________________________STATE _________ ZIP _______________

Credit card: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _______________________________________

Name shown on card: ___________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: __________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: ________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND – SINCE 1992
Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217 

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

Newspaper sanctions against 
Bradenton Beach denied

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A judge last week denied The Islander newspaper’s 
quest for sanctions and fees in a case involving the city 
of Bradenton Beach.
 Manatee County Circuit Judge Edward Nicholas 
issued his ruling April 15, stating that he had reviewed 
the newspaper’s motion and other fi lings, heard argu-
ments and determined, “The plaintiff’s motion for sanc-
tions is denied.”
 Attorneys for the newspaper and the city had 
appeared before Nicholas on April 7 to discuss the 
paper’s request.

 The motion was fi led over a city effort to collect 
legal fees from The Islander in the paper’s lawsuit 
alleging the city violated the public records and Sun-
shine Law statutes.
 Last spring, the newspaper sued Bradenton Beach 
seeking to obtain public records related to the investiga-
tion of a sexual harassment complaint made by a city 
employee against a co-worker. The newspaper also alleged 
the city violated the Government-in-the-Sunshine Law 
that requires offi cials to conduct business in the open.
 A judge concluded that the city wrongly withheld 
some records, but he found insuffi cient evidence that 
the city violated the Sunshine statute.
 The newspaper then sought to recover more than 
$75,000 from the city and the city sought to recover 
more than $50,000 from the newspaper.
 Nicholas denied the city’s claim to recover fees 
and awarded The Islander less than $6,000, a decision 
that the paper has appealed.
 The newspaper also asked that it be reimbursed the 
expenses incurred to argue against the city’s motion to 
collect fees. The paper claimed the city lacked a valid 
argument for seeking fees and the city argued other-
wise.
 Responding to Nicholas’ latest order, Islander 
attorney Kendra Presswood said, “I am troubled that 
the court did not sanction the city’s attorneys for fi ling 
a motion they either knew or should have known had 
no legal basis whatsoever. However, I am not sur-
prised.”
 Presswood, daughter of Islander publisher Bonner 
Joy, added, “Unfortunately, very rarely do judges actu-
ally sanction such conduct by government attorneys, 
which I believe is the reason it continues.”
 City offi cials last week said the decision was good 
for Bradenton Beach. Mayor Michael Pierce declined 
to comment, other than saying he wanted to see the 
dispute end.
 City attorney Ricinda Perry could not be reached 
for comment.

City clerk recovering 
after surgery

 Bradenton Beach city clerk Nora Idso remains on 
medical leave at city hall. She is recovering from sur-
gery she underwent earlier this month.
 Earlier this year, Idso suffered what appeared to 
be a seizure at city hall. She learned as a result of that 
emergency that she needed to undergo surgery.
 People who inquire at the clerk’s office about 
Idso’s absence learn that they can send cards to city 
hall. So too can readers. City hall’s mailing address is 
107 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach FL 34217.
 City offi cials declined to discuss details about when 
Idso might return to work. They did, however, empha-
size that she has seemed eager to get back to city hall.
 On April 16, during a regular meeting of the city 
commission, the board approved a proclamation for 
Municipal Clerks Week, observed in early May.
 The proclamation, signed by Mayor Michael 
Pierce, stated that the offi ce of the municipal clerk is “a 
time honored and vital part of local government” and 
that the clerk “provides the professional link between 
the citizens, the local governing bodies and agencies 
of government at other levels.”

 • The Holmes Beach City Commission learned 
that the city needs another $80,000 to fi nish the city’s 
bicycle paths after construction costs came in higher 
than expected. Half of the original cost of $152,000 is 
being funded by a Florida Department of Transporta-
tion grant, but none of the overage will be covered by 
the DOT.
 • Bradenton Beach offi cials said they were bracing 
for a traffi c nightmare when the Florida Department of 
Transportation began work on Gulf Drive that required 
detouring motorists northbound on Gulf Drive to Third 
Street North and onto Cortez Road.
 • Bradenton Beach City Commissioners gave 
approval to the Bridge Street Pier and Café, operators 
of the city pier bait and tackle shop, to remove ice 
cream coolers and begin selling beer and soft drinks 
to walk-up customers only.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
April 13 68 75 0April 13 68 75 0
April 14 64 72 0April 14 64 72 0
April 15 56 65 0April 15 56 65 0
April 16 58 77 0April 16 58 77 0
April 17 62 83 0April 17 62 83 0
April 18  64 82 0April 18  64 82 0
April 19 69 85 0April 19 69 85 0
Average Gulf water temperature 72°Average Gulf water temperature 72°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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Summer 
Sale

25% TO 70% OFF 
STOREWIDE

Your source for ponds and watergardens

The

YYoYoYour source for pondddsss anaananddd

eeeee Backyard Backyard Getaway
ddd watergardens

StoreStore
3rd Annual3rd Annual

Parade of PondsParade of Ponds
Water Garden TourWater Garden Tour

9-4 • Saturday • April 269-4 • Saturday • April 26
A self-guided tour of private ponds and A self-guided tour of private ponds and 

water gardens. After, enjoy an open house at water gardens. After, enjoy an open house at 
The Backyard Getaway Store from 6-9pm The Backyard Getaway Store from 6-9pm 
with Dinner and live entertainment by The with Dinner and live entertainment by The 

Rhythm Kings, and raffl es with great prizes!Rhythm Kings, and raffl es with great prizes!
Tickets $10Tickets $10

Proceeds benefi t the Manatee Glens ARCProceeds benefi t the Manatee Glens ARC
Tickets available at Haley's MotelTickets available at Haley's Motel
8102 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach 8102 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach 
or The Backyard Getaway Storeor The Backyard Getaway Store
5004 15th Street E, Bradenton5004 15th Street E, Bradenton
Call 752-7663 for more info.Call 752-7663 for more info.
www.backyardgetaway.netwww.backyardgetaway.net

Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

Volunteers clear roadside, beachroadside, beach, waterway litter

Divers Rex Ogle and Wayne Grazzini prepare for 
a cleanup under the Historic Bridge Street Pier on 
April 19. The volunteer divers were part of a crew of 
about a dozen people — above and below the water’s 
surface — on the project. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Beverly and Jim Humes prepare to go under the 
Bridge Street pier in Bradenton Beach during a 
cleanup campaign April 19.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 As Rex Ogle made his way along the Historic 
Bridge Street Pier April 19 he stopped to pick up a 
piece of littered fi shing line.
 Ogle then stepped into his dive suit, strapped an 
air tank on his bank, slipped on a pair of goggles and 
plunged into the cool bay water — to collect a lot more 
than a littered piece of fi shing line.
 Ogle volunteered with Sea Trek’s cleanup cam-
paign at the renovated pier in partnership with the 
city of Bradenton Beach and Project Aware Founda-
tion.
 Meanwhile, on Island beaches and roadsides, vol-
unteers armed with plastic garbage bags and gloves 
collected litter and junk in the Great American Cleanup 
coordinated by Keep Manatee Beautiful.
 The anti-litter efforts occurred as the world pre-
pared to celebrate an unoffi cial holiday — Earth Day, 
observed annually on April 22.
 Some of the fi rst volunteers to get to work on the 
Sunday morning were members of the Anna Maria 
Island Privateers. The crew, with members wearing 
orange safety vests instead of their signature pirate 
costumes, walked along Marina Drive in Holmes 

Beach collecting trash — plastic bags, bottles, cans, 
paper and other items.
 “I got a syringe,” said volunteer John Hallahan as 
he held the discarded needle at a distance.
 Hallahan said he was “earning me wings” on the 
cleanup campaign, referring to his initiation into the 
Privateers. Later in the day, the crew would join other 
Privateers on another job — a contract to seize the 
Island Moose Lodge in Bradenton Beach, jail some 
Moose employees and make some ransom money to 
boost the AMIP scholarship funds.
 In Anna Maria, volunteers on Saturday cleaned up 
on the bayside and the Gulffront.
 Anna Maria City public works director George 
McKay estimated he had about six teams of volunteers 
working, “a lot of members of the old guard.”
 Anna Maria resident and volunteer Ellen Trudelle 
joined the cleanup campaign, helping to pick up trash 
at the city pier.
 “I’ve been doing this 10-plus years. I feel it’s my 
time to volunteer,” she said, adding her appreciation for 
volunteers who daily clean up the Island’s beaches.
 Additional workers picked up trash at the Kingfi sh 
Boat Ramp and around the trees along Manatee Avenue 
at the entrance to Holmes Beach.
 “I saw a lot of trash — cans, grocery bags, bottles, 
dead fi sh,” said Juanita Alvarado, 17, a volunteer with 
Southeast High School’s student government associa-
tion. “It’s pretty sad. I think [people] can do better.”
 Southeast student Julie Billy, 14, also volunteered 
at the Kingfi sh ramp. “It was a lot of stuff,” she said, 
echoing the sentiments of the volunteers who worked 
in woodsy areas of Cortez, on the beach in Bradenton 
Beach and at the Bridge Street pier.
 While cleanup volunteers on land protected them-
selves during the cleanup with rubber gloves, bug 

PLEASE SEE CLEANUP, NEXT PAGE
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Christopher Whaley 
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
941-747-6666 Ext. 125
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

By the numbers
 Pick up The Islander’s next issue on April 
30 for a tally of the volunteers and the litter they 
cleared away in the cleanup. As the newspaper 
went to press, the data collection was under 
way.

Cleanup ongoing on Island
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

spray and sunscreen, divers on the pier operated under 
a buddy system, with a Bradenton Beach police boat 
and offi cer on standby.
 “Because of the danger with the fishing line,” 
said Ed Ice, the diver who coordinated the underwater 
cleanup for Sea Trek, 105 Seventh St. N., Bradenton 
Beach.
 The dive shop and school, which provided air tanks 
for the project, invited a select group to participate.
 “We do this because we love our environment and 
we want to keep it safe, and we want the waters to stay 
clean and healthy,” said Sea Trek co-owner Lorraine 
Athas. “And, also, we love our community.”
 The divers gathered early Saturday at the Sea Trek 
store, where Ice and Athas provided some instruction.
 “Everybody here is an instructor, a rescue diver 
or a police diver,” Athas said. “To me it is extremely 
dangerous and we went back and forth about whether 
to do it. We needed really good divers.”
 The divers then headed for the pier, hauling tanks, 
suits and other gear to the fl oating boat dock beside the 
boardwalk.
 All the divers expected to fi nd fi shing line under 
the pier — and they did, as well as discarded plastic 
bags, beer bottles, soda cans, and other miscellaneous 
items.
 “There’s an awful lot of stupid people in the world,” 
Ice said, referring to litterers.
 While the divers suited up, Bradenton Beach Police 
Department Sgt. James Gill and Vice Mayor John 
Chappie talked with boaters and fi shers about restrict-
ing activity on the structure for several hours as a safety 
precaution.
 Pat Barker, who has been diving for about 25 years, 
was the fi rst volunteer to leap into the water.
 Barker estimated that he’s participated in about 
1,000 cleanup campaigns, many of them in the Ten-
nessee River.
 “There’s always treasure to fi nd,” he said. “I’ve 
found everything from Civil War artifacts to nuclear 
waste.”
 Diving in Florida waters, Barker has found some 
fossils and a lot of fi shing line. “It’s so bad for the 
wildlife,” he said of the line.
 Bradenton Beach Mayor Michael Pierce walked the 
pier to thank the volunteers. “I think it’s fantastic,” he 
said. “I think it’s wonderful. There’s going to be a lot 
of stuff down there — bicycles, a cell phone, a bench 
I think. A lot of things.”
 Diver Wayne Grazzini of Holmes Beach was eager 
to get into the water. “I can’t wait to see what’s down 
there,” he said.
 Ogle, who went into the water with Grazzini, had a 
good idea of what would be below — fi shing line and 
more fi shing line. Ogle had participated in previous 
underwater cleanup campaigns, especially on the Little 
River in Blount County, Tenn.
 Ogle said he believes people should volunteer to 
help the community “where they live, where they work, 
where they play.”
 “I think,” he said, “that one person can turn into 
two people, and two into four, and then the volunteer 
numbers grow and grow and grow.”

Pat Barker, 
who has been 
diving about 
25 years, 
leaps into 
the water at 
the Historic 
Bridge Street 
Pier.

Bradenton Beach 
Vice Mayor John 
Chappie, left, and 
Bradenton Beach 
Police Department 
Sgt. James Gill 
direct boaters to 
keep the pier clear 
of activity during 
an underwater 
cleanup effort 
April 19.

Members of the Anna 
Maria Island Privateers 
pick up trash along Marina 
Drive in Holmes Beach 
April 19. The crew turned 
out for the Great Ameri-
can Cleanup, but also has 
adopted the stretch of the 
road in a Keep Manatee 
Beautiful program.
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Bradenton Beach committee 
taking new look at meters

Did you know…
 Carl Magee invented the parking meter in 
Oklahoma City in 1935. The first meter was 
installed in the city that year. One of the newest 
innovations is a meter that takes a photograph of 
a vehicle’s license plate when the purchased time 
has expired. Another meter sends a warning to a 
cell phone when time is about to expire, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Transportation.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 “Parking meters,” Bradenton Beach Police Chief 
Sam Speciale said, repeating his two-word partial solu-
tion for parking problems in the city.
 For emphasis, Speciale spelled the words — 
slowly.
 Meters, he said, may not be a panacea for the 
city’s parking problems, but meters would help on 
commercial Bridge Street, on the Historic Bridge 
Street Pier and for several public spaces in the vicin-
ity.
 City offi cials, residents and business owners have 
been discussing a variety of approaches to remedy-
ing a parking crunch in Bradenton Beach, including 
increasing the number of spaces with two-hour parking 
limits.
 On April 14, members of the city’s ScenicWAVES 
parking subcommittee gathered at city hall to continue 
the discussion, which turned to the two-hour limit.
 Speciale said that without meters, enforcement 
could be costly and the two-hour limit spots would 
probably not achieve the city’s goals.
 “You want movement of cars,” Speciale said, 
adding, “but if you let them have free parking every-
where, cars are going to sit on Bridge Street and no one 
else is going to be able to park there.”
 Limiting free parking to two hours is also “really 
hard for us to enforce — not legally, but manpower 
wise,” the chief added.
 “I don’t have an issue with it,” Lisa Marie Phillips, 
the city’s project and program manager, said, referring 
to the concept of meters in the Bridge Street area.
 City Commissioner Janie Robertson recalled previ-
ous objections to meters, but noted that people mostly 
opposed meters for beach parking.
 “Perhaps what we do is suggest meters go in on the 
Bridge Street overlay [district] and that’s where you put 
the meters,” she said.
 Committee members did not vote on meters, but 
agreed to continue the discussion.
 Committee members also discussed directing 
motorists to free parking in the city.
 Including the large parking lots at Coquina Beach 
and additional smaller lots and Bridge Street, there are 
about 248 available public parking spaces in the city 
during the day and 267 spaces in the evening, said com-
mittee member Pat Gentry.
 “The recognized problem is no one knows where 
they are,” Gentry said.
 Gentry, Speciale and committee member Connie 
Drescher have worked together on directing people to 
free parking. They proposed last week that the city erect 
a series of signs modeled on the international symbol 
for parking — a square blue sign with a big, white “P.” 
Gentry suggested adding “Free.”
 “You want to do that,” Speciale told the committee. 
“If you get any visitors from Europe or anything, they 
are going to expect to see that sign.”
 The chief and Gentry added that existing signs pro-
hibiting parking in rights of way would remain. 
 The next task would be to tour the city and iden-
tify potential locations for the signs, Gentry said. She 
estimated each sign would cost about $20.
 Discussion also focused on the committee’s pro-
posed “Trolley-Up” campaign, an effort to promote 
ridership on the fare-free Island trolley, as well as use 
of public transportation to and from the Island.
 Phillips planned to pitch the “Trolley-Up” cam-
paign to the Manatee County Tourism Development 
Council this week, as well as seek letters of support 
from the Island cities.
 The campaign has multiple components, including 
circulating material on trolley stops and bus routes to 
the Island, possibly extending trolley hours and creat-
ing a coupon program in which trolley riders redeem 
a ticket for a discount or freebie at participating Island 
businesses. Island trolleys will be soon be outfi tted with 
transfer-fare machines because the vehicles may some-
times be used on other routes. That equipment, accord-
ing to Phillips, could be used to dispense coupons to 
trolley riders.
 The next meeting of ScenicWAVES parking com-
mittee will take place at 2 p.m. Monday, May 5, at city 
hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

Islander gains eight 
press awards

 The Florida Press Association last week announced 
the random list of winners of its 2007 Better Weekly 
Newspaper contest for excellence in journalism with 
The Islander newspaper honored in eight categories.
 The FPA traditionally advances a list of random 
winners in the annual contest categories and announces 
the fi rst, second, third and honorable mention winners 
at an award dinner at its summer convention.
 For community service, The Islander’s “Veterans 
Honored” story and Veterans Day event was named an 
award-winner for community service. The Islander staff 
contributed to the event, and the ceremonies that are 
held every Veterans Day. Rick Catlin wrote the story.
 In the editorial category, “Passage Key’s Past, Present 
and Future” by publisher Bonner Joy will be an award-
winner, while the late Holmes Beach City Commissioner 
and Islander columnist Don Maloney’s “Please, Call me 
Fatso,” story will win an award in the humor category.
 In the news story category, Catlin’s report on “Tax 
deferment draws ire of mortgage holder,” was named 
a winner.
 Reporter Lisa Neff earned three awards for The 
Islander from the FPA, which will announce prizes at 
ceremonies in Orlando this summer. Neff was named in 
categories for spot news picture for “Second accident on 
AMI Bridge in a week,” and for photo series in one issue 
for her Veterans Day pictures and in the outdoor writing 
category for her story “M&M Boys: Gone fi shin.’”
 The Islander will also claim an award in the Web 
site development category.
 The FPA annual awards ceremony and convention 
will be held June 5-6 at the Hilton Hotel in the Walt 
Disney World Resort in Orlando.

Anna Maria issues CO 
to Olesens — fi nally

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 It may have taken a bit more than two years, but 
the Olesen family has fi nally obtained a certifi cate of 
occupancy from Anna Maria for their home in the 500 
block of South Bay Boulevard.
 The two-year stalemate between the city and the 
Olesens ended last week when city attorney Jim Dye 
said that, following a judicial review of two building 
issues, the city is “free to issue a CO” if the building 
offi cial is satisfi ed that all other codes have been met.
 Building offi cial Bob Welch was satisfi ed and the 
Olesens received their CO.
 While that may be the end of the issue for the 
Olesens, the city still faces legal action from Laura 
Gee, the Olesen’s neighbor.
 Gee has fi led a legal action against the city request-
ing a judicial review of the city’s decision last year 
to grant the Olesens multiple variances to complete 
their remodeling project. The variances were part of a 
mediated settlement agreement reached between the 
Olesens and the city after the Olsens fi led a suit against 
the city for halting their reconstruction project.
 The city building offi cial issued a building permit 
to the Olesens in early 2006, but pulled it because of 
a disputed easement that the city claimed had never 
been vacated to the Olesens.
 Dye told Mayor Fran Barford that while issuing 
the CO should “complete the litigation brought by the 
Olesens,” the “challenge” brought by Gee against the 
city for the multiple variances is “still pending.”
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Turtle patrol ready to roll

Coordinators 
with Anna 
Maria Island 
Turtle Watch 
register volun-
teer walkers for 
the sea turtle 
nesting season, 
which offi cially 
begins May 1. 
An orientation 
session took 
place April 
15 at Holmes 
Beach City 
Hall. Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The 17 rookies raised their hands to applause.
 Then the Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch veterans 
raised their hands, enough of them to form “the wave” 
in the commission chambers at Holmes Beach City Hall 
April 15.
 “There’s a lot of history in this room of walking the 
beach,” AMITW executive director Suzi Fox observed 
as the group’s annual orientation session got under 
way.
 The session was partly a motivational workshop, 
partly an educational forum on sea turtle nesting led 
by Fox. The next day, Fox met with code enforcement 
offi cials from Bradenton Beach, Holmes Beach and 
Anna Maria to discuss regulations associated with turtle 
nesting.
 Fox holds two permits for monitoring sea turtle 
nesting on Anna Maria Island, but all AMITW volun-
teers eventually get named on the permits issued by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
 The group has collected data on nesting sea tur-
tles since 1982, providing information used to track 
the status of the endangered animals, as well as chart 
the impact of changes on the coast. Additional groups 
around the state provide data to create a composite 
picture of activity on the coasts — information used 
by local and county governments, the FWC and the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, as 
well as federal agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers.
 “The data collector is the absolute key to many, 
many things that happen in Manatee County and 
the state of Florida,” Fox said. “We do big work 

out there.”
 “Never doubt that a small group of concerned citi-
zens can change the world,” Fox added. “That is cer-
tainly what happens here on Anna Maria Island.”
 Last year AMITW tracked 133 loggerhead sea 
turtle nests and reported that 10,074 hatchlings were 
sent to the Gulf of Mexico.
 Walkers last week signed up to walk a stretch of 
shoreline in one of eight sections one morning a week 
— from about May 1 through Oct. 31.
 “We do it for a lot of reasons,” Fox said. “For exer-
cise. To put back in the environment.… I love what I 
do and the last couple of years I have had more darn 
fun with the volunteers out there.”
 The walkers are responsible for reporting to section 
coordinators evidence of a turtle nest, a false crawl in 
which the female turtle returned to the water without 
leaving a nest, a hatched nest or a threat to a nest or 
turtle.
 “It is a team effort,” Fox said. “I love when every-
body is helping everybody else.”
 Jeanne Deam attended last week’s meeting to reg-
ister to walk in Anna Maria. She and her husband, Don, 
will be second-year walkers.
 “It’s a great cause,” Deam said, who moved to the 
Island about three years ago from Michigan. “And nice 
people. And I learned a lot.”
 While nesting season generally begins on May 1 
and the Island’s fi rst nest historically gets found close 
to Mother’s Day, Fox said warmer Gulf temperatures 
might mean an early start to the 2008 season.
 “I got a feeling here this year,” she said. “We might 
see something early and, if we do, we might activate 
right away.”

Offi cials prepare for nesting season
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Holmes Beach code enforcement offi cer Nancy 
Hall saw bright lights last summer.
 So did Anna Maria code enforcement offi cer Gerry 
Rathvon and Bradenton Beach code enforcement offi -
cer Gail Garneau.
 This turtle nesting season, they’d like darker skies 
over their beaches.
 On April 16, the code enforcement offi cers joined 
in a meeting at Bradenton Beach City Hall with rep-
resentatives from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, Florida Power & Light, Anna 
Maria Island Turtle Watch, and a number of Bradenton 
Beach city offi cials.
 The goal was to review state and local rules for 
nesting season, which begins May 1, as well as dis-
cuss how to encourage voluntary adherence to the rules 
among residents, businesses and Island businesses.
 Beginning in May, AMITW volunteers will walk 
the Island’s beaches each morning, from the bayfront 
in Anna Maria around the north end to include the Gulf 
shore to Longboat Pass.
 The volunteers have the high-profi le task of moni-
toring the activity of nesting female sea turtles, mostly 
loggerheads here, and, later in the season, that of hatch-
lings heading to the Gulf.
 Meanwhile, the city’s code enforcement offi cers 
and other municipal officials enforce regulations 

intended to protect the endangered marine animals 
— regulations that prohibit light from reaching the 
beaches from sunset to sunrise and rules against leav-
ing beach furniture and toys on the shore.
 Sometimes the offi cers head out at night to check 
for lighting issues and sometimes in the morning. They 
told last week’s gathering that they often fi nd people 
eager to help turtles, but they also encounter people 
who are reluctant — or even refuse — to cooperate 
and shut off a light.
 FWC representative Jean Higgins offered support 
from her agency.
 Higgins said she would return to the Island to con-
duct lighting surveys if the cities wished.
 “I specialize with lighting issues,” she said. “And 
one of my jobs is to go around and help code enforce-
ment offi cers.
 Higgins also offered help with enforcement issues, 
specifi cally if a code enforcement offi cer encounters 
repeat problems at a property and said FWC also could 
help fi nance “dark sky” lighting efforts with grants. 
 Higgins said this turtle season there will be a fed-
eral and state push to require changes in lighting over 
allowing permit holders to relocate or cage a nest.
 “We’re really getting pressure from the federal 
level not to move any nests or cage a nest,” she said.
 Artifi cial lights can disorient both the adult nest-
ing turtle and the hatchlings. In the past, disorienta-

PLEASE SEE TURTLES, NEXT PAGE



 12  APRIL 23, 2008  THE ISLANDER

tions have resulted in hatchlings crawling toward Gulf 
Drive rather than the Gulf of Mexico.
 Bradenton Beach Police Chief Sam Speciale 
recalled incidents in which police offi cers were col-
lecting hatchlings in their uniform caps.
 AMITW executive director Suzi Fox recalled inci-
dents in which hatchlings didn’t survive.
 Around the room, the offi cials meeting last week 
at Bradenton Beach City Hall agreed they didn’t want 
to see disorientations this season.
 But, noted Bradenton Beach building official 
Steve Gilbert, municipalities also “have to provide 
minimum illumination levels.”
 Gilbert observed that the Florida Department of 
Transportation has minimum illumination levels that 
can make lowering or turning out lights on Gulf Drive 
diffi cult.
 Higgins offered FWC support in negotiating. “We 
have no problem dealing with the DOT on any level,” 
she said.
 And FP&L account manager Don Sayre said, 
“We had had that same issue. The DOT is much more 
agreeable to not maintain uniformity levels and work-
ing with the local communities.” 
 Sayre also said FP&L could adjust the direction 
of street lighting along Gulf Drive. In recent years, 
lights have been replaced, mostly due to storms, “but 
they have not been tilted down,” he said.

Turtles coming to Island soon
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Bradenton Beach building offi cial Steve Gilbert leads a meeting to discuss regulations during turtle season as 
Sam Speciale, Bradenton Beach police chief, looks on. The meeting took place at Bradenton Beach City Hall 
on April 16. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Bridge work continues, but most is unseen
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 With the Anna Maria Island Bridge accommodat-
ing a large volume of motorists heading to and from the 
Island last week, work crews for the Florida Department 
of Transportation’s bridge rehabilitation project concen-
trated their efforts on what’s underneath the span.
 DOT spokesperson Audrey Clarke said that most 
of the work the past few weeks has “not been visible 
to the traveling public.”
 Quinn Construction Co. of Palmetto, the primary 
contractor for the $9.1 million project, continued work 
on the piles and timbers fender system. They also began 
installing the temporary hydraulic cylinders and power 
units and placing the electrical conduit under the north 
overhang that will be needed to operate the draw when 
the bridge closes to vehicular traffi c for 45 days on 
Sept. 29.
 In addition, workers removed the buffer cylinders 
from both spans, removed rivets one at a time and 

replaced them with bolts, said Clarke.
 She also noted that for the next two weeks the con-
tractor plans to continue working on bulkhead and slope 
protection repair, concrete repairs, the fender system 
timbers and completing installation of the temporary 
hydraulics.
 Clarke said the U.S. Coast Guard has placed its 
“Temporary Final Rule” on bridge-raising times during 
the 45-day closure period in the Federal Register.
 During the closure period, the following rules for 
raising the Anna Maria Island and Cortez bridges for 
boat traffi c will be in effect:
 Anna Maria Island Bridge will be closed to naviga-
tion daily:
 • From 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
 • From 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
 • From 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.
 At all other times, the bridge will open once an hour 
on the top of the hour.
 The Cortez Bridge will be closed to navigation 

daily:
 • From 5:35 a.m. and 9:25 a.m.
 • From 1:35 p.m. and 9:25 p.m.
 • From 8 p.m. to 4:25 p.m.
 At all other times, the bridge will open once an hour 
on the bottom of the hour.
 These times will ensure no vessel gets “trapped” 
between the two bridges while sailing between the 
spans. Bridge operators will communicate with each 
other via telephone when vessels intend to traverse the 
two spans.
 For more information on the Coast Guard rule, go 
to www.amibridgerehab.com. At that Web site, a link is 
provided to go to the Coast Guard temporary rule site. 
Additionally, a link to the ongoing project development 
and environmental study for a replacement bridge for 
the AMI Bridge is available.
 People without Internet access can call 941-792-
0369 for information on the bridge rehabilitation proj-
ect.

New lighting likely for Bridge Street
Coming up at city hall

 The Bradenton Beach City Commission 
has two work sessions coming up — at 2 p.m. 
Thursday, April 24, to discuss alleys in the city 
and their use; and at 2 p.m. Monday, April 28, to 
discuss a master plan for recreational boating.
 The meetings will take place at city hall, 107 
Gulf Drive N. For more information, call 941-
778-1005. The city’s Web site is www.cityofbra-
dentonbeach.com.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Bridge Street lighting soon may burn at a higher 
wattage.
 Bradenton Beach City Commissioners, meeting at 
city hall April 17, unanimously indicated their support 
to install new lighting on the commercial street.
 “I think it’s going to be a real benefi t,” said Mayor 
Michael Pierce.
 The city had explored the option of installing solar 
lights on Bridge Street, but public works director Tom 
Woodard said such a program was presently cost-pro-
hibitive.
 Considering government budgetary constraints, 
Woodard recommended the city work with Florida 
Power & Light to install three new light fi xtures and 
replace the six-foot arms on existing poles with eight-
foot arms to improve safety conditions on the street.
 “We upgrade,” Woodard said, “with no upfront 
costs to the city.”
 Woodard also suggested replacing the existing 
70-watt lights with 150-watt lights, except for the light 
closest to the beach.
 “We can add shields if we need to,” Woodard said, 
referring to the need to eliminate lighting on the beach 
during turtle nesting season. “These lights are dark-sky 
compliant.”
 Vice Mayor John Chappie made a motion to approve 
the lighting changes, which Commissioner Janie Rob-
ertson seconded.
 “Goodie,” Robertson said after the unanimous vote 
to approve the motion.

 The commission also discussed obtaining ease-
ments to build a sidewalk along Gulf Drive from the 
intersection of Cortez Road south to at least First Street 
North.
 Mayor Michael Pierce said the Florida Department 
of Transportation had indicated its support for install-
ing the sidewalks before the closure of the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge on State Road 64/Manatee Avenue forces 
a detour of traffi c to the Cortez Bridge.
 A number of easements from private property 
owners would be required for the project. So com-
missioners last week authorized the city public works 
department to work with the city attorney to begin the 
outreach effort.
 “This is an opportunity that we cannot afford to 
pass up,” Chappie said.
 “We have a good shot at getting this done before 
the bridge closing,” he added.
 Robertson asked if the project would be derailed if 

just one easement could not be secured.
 Bradenton Beach building offi cial Steve Gilbert 
said, “DOT will not do a non-contiguous sidewalk. It 
will be all or nothing.”
 That could mean the city might take property by 
eminent domain, Gilbert said.
 Chappie stressed, “We’ve not crossed that bridge 
yet.”
 In other business, commissioners:
 • Agreed to review a draft of Longboat Key’s fertil-
izer ordinance for possible adoption in the city. Chappie 
proposed the review of the measure, which restricts the 
use of fertilizer in an effort to protect bodies of water.
 “We need t o take a leap forward,” Chappie said.
 • Approved special event and banner applications 
from the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association 
for a Memorial Day celebration from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, May 25, on Bridge Street.
 • Approved a contract for an engineering fi rm to 
study stormwater issues at the border with Holmes 
Beach.
 • Authorized the police chief to sign an agreement 
enrolling the city’s police department in a multi-agency 
gang task force. (See separate story.)
 • Approved payment of invoices from attorney 
Greg Hootman for $5,596.74 and $919.75 in legal ser-
vices; to Lewis, Longman and Walker for $16,531.05 in 
legal services and $4,200 to M.T. Causley for building 
offi cial services.
 • Issued proclamations for National Public Works 
Week from May 18-24, Autism Awareness Month in 
April and Municipal Clerks Week from May 4-May 10.
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Ex-city commissioner beaten, robbed at home
 By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter 
 If you think it can’t happen here, it can.
 Former Anna Maria City Commissioner Linda 
Cramer was beaten and robbed shortly after 4 p.m. April 
17 by two unidentifi ed men at the home she resides in 
on Crescent Drive, across from the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center.
 According to the Manatee County’s Sheriff’s Offi ce 
report, Cramer got a call around 4 p.m. from someone 
asking for her boyfriend, Joe Pandolph, the home’s 
owner. Cramer told the caller Pandolph wasn’t home. 
About 15 minutes later, two men posing as deliverymen 
rang the doorbell.
 The men told Cramer they had a package delivery 
from a cosmetics company. Cramer opened the door 
and the two suspects shoved her and came inside, she 
resisted and they threw her to the tile fl oor. They then 
began to make demands as they beat her about the face, 
and proceeded to tie her up using plastic rip-ties similar 
to what law enforcement uses for handcuffs. 
 After Cramer was subdued and tied up, the two 
men reportedly ransacked the house, demanding to 
know where guns, gold, money and drugs were kept.
 Cramer replied that there wasn’t anything like that 
in the house. After about 10 minutes, the two suspects 
told Cramer that if she called police after they left, they 

would come back and kill her and her family.
 The two suspects then fl ed with an undisclosed 
amount of cash, two handguns and jewelry along with 
Cramer’s identifi cation and credit cards. A bottle con-
taining medication Cramer takes for kidney disease was 
left untouched.
 After the suspects departed, Cramer said she man-
aged to hobble to the kitchen where she freed herself 
with a knife and called Pandolph, who called 911, while 
Cramer then called the cell phone of Anna Maria MSCO 
Sgt. John Kenney.
 Cramer refused to be taken by ambulance to the 
hospital, but was later transported to Blake Medical 
Center by MCSO detectives. She suffered two black 
eyes, a swollen lip and multiple abrasions to her face 
and head. She was badly bruised, but she was treated 
and a CT scan did not reveal any internal injuries and 
she was released that day.
 The suspects were described as two white males, 
one about 6 feet tall, slim with brown hair and wearing 
sunglasses, while the other was described as about 5 
feet, 7 inches tall, short and stocky, wearing sunglasses 
and possibly named Mike. According to the report, the 
men were driving a white, older model delivery van 
with sponge dice tied to the front mirror.
 Cramer said she thought something was suspicious 
about the two men when they rang the doorbell and that 

she wasn’t going to open the door, but relented whey 
they said they had a delivery.
 “I started to fi ght back, but it was two against one. 
They got in 15 to 20 punches to my face, tied me up and 
put a blanket over my head. I asked them not to take 
my medicine and they didn’t, but they wanted drugs, 
money, gold and jewelry,” she said.
 Cramer said the men were inside the house not 
more than 10 minutes before leaving.
 “I got free and called the police and they arrived 
almost immediately, but the two men were gone,” 
Cramer said.
 “I should have known something was funny because 
of the call I got about 10 minutes before they arrived,” 
she said. “Thankfully, I wasn’t hurt more than I was, but 
this can happen to anyone, even here in Anna Maria.
 “People here are not used to this sort of thing. Be 
aware of what you’re doing,” she cautioned.
 “It’s obvious I was targeted and someone else could 
just as easily be targeted next. These men acted delib-
erately and they had an elaborate plan to get Joe away 
from the house before they arrived.”
 Pandolph’s granddaughter also lives with him, but 
she was safe at the Center’s after-school program at the 
time of the break in.
 Kenney agreed, saying “This was not a random act. 
It was planned out and [Cramer and Pandolph] were the 
specifi c targets.”
 He added that in his six years as the offi cer in charge 
of the MCSO’s Anna Maria substation, this was his fi rst 
home invasion and robbery report.
 Investigation of the incident has been turned over 
to the MCSO’s detective division, but Kenney says he 
will go Monday to his supervisor and ask to stay on 
the case. “I’m going to stay on this every day,” he said. 
“We’re on it.” 
 Anyone with information on the incident, or who 
may have seen a white van on Crescent Drive around 
4 p.m. on April 17, is asked to call Detective Norbett 
Whorley of the MCSO at 747-3011, ext. 2597, or the 
Anna Maria substation at 941-708-8899. 
 Callers can remain anonymous and all information 
is kept confi dential.

Flash fire damages boat, singes owner
  A fl ash fi re due to mechanical failure damaged a 
boat at the Bradenton Beach Marina April 19.
 Seasonal resident Thibaut Brien, 78, was plan-
ning to take several friends out for a cruise aboard 
his 1989 twin gas-engine Wellcraft 280 on Friday 
afternoon.
 According to West Manatee Fire Rescue Inspector 
Jim Davis, Brien attempted to start the boat several 
times. 
 “On the third or fourth time, the fl ash fi re came 
up through the hatch, which was directly under him,” 
Davis said.
 WMFR responded to the fi re call at about 12:30 

p.m., but the fi re was quickly extinguished. Workers at 
the marina, 402 Church Ave., used fi re extinguishers to 
put out any hot spots.
 Brien, who winters at the Perico Bay Club and is a 
permanent resident of Allentown, Pa., did not require 
hospitalization.
 His hair, however, was singed, Davis said.
 “The medics checked him out,” Davis said. “There 
were no visible burns. He kind of walked through the 
fl ame to get off.”
 Davis said one passenger was about to board the 
boat, but the others were not aboard when the fire 
occurred.
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Holy Eucharists 
Sundays  7:30 & 10am
Rector’s Class  8:45am

Thursdays 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat morning prayer 8am

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Saturday 5pm – 
Sunday 8am – 

9:15 am   –
10:30am –  

Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Adult Forum
Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church Schoolyyyy C C C r S ooooS ddSSSSSuSSSSSundnddayayayyy C CChuhurcrchh h ScScSchohohoololol

Come Celebrate With Us

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813
6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach

www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

Obituaries
Joseph T. Clark

 Joe Clark, 90, of Holmes Beach and Houghton 
Lake, Mich., died April 16. 
 Born in Elsie, Mich., Mr. Clark loved cars and 
trucks and sold General Motors trucks, and from 1955 
to 72 had a Ford Motor Co. dealership until he retired. 
He was a licensed real estate agent. He also fi xed and 
sold bicycles on the Island. 
 Memorial services will be held in Elsie in May. 
Memorial contributions may be made to TideWell Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota FL 
34238. Arrangements were by Griffi th-Cline Funeral 
Home.
 He is survived by wife Elizabeth M.; daughter Sue 
Bakita and husband Rich; grandsons, Keary Bakita and 
wife Jamie, and Bret Bakita and wife Jennifer;  and 
great-grandchildren Micayla, Abagail and Nicklaus 
Bakita. 

Charles Jay ‘Chuck’ White
 Charles Jay “Chuck” White, 79, of Anna Maria, 
died April 15.
 Mr. White will be remembered as a kind and gen-

erous person whose encyclo-
pedic knowledge and practical 
common sense could solve any 
problem, fi x anything and never 
fail to “design a better mouse-
trap.”
 Born in Brownsville, Texas, 
he held various jobs over the 
years; tugboat mate, U.S. Air 
Force radio instructor and Bell 
and Howell electronics sales-
man, before moving with wife 

Joy and children to Frost Valley, N.Y., and a job at 
the YMCA. Frost Valley, the largest “Y” camp in the 
country, saw signifi cant and lasting development due 
to Chuck’s hard work and creative vision for more 
than 20 years, and the camp was later named after 
him. 
 He was a Boy Scout leader, helping to build “Res-
urrection City” on the Mall in Washington, D.C., during 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s Poor People’s Campaign, acid 
rain/water monitor for the state of New York, volunteer 
fi reman and arson investigator, constable for the town 
of Denning, N.Y., and more recently he served as the 
city of Anna Maria code enforcement offi cer and a vol-
unteer member of Anna Maria’s capital improvements 
advisory committee. He also enjoyed being a Florida 
Master Gardener.
 After the death of Joy from cancer, he lived in 
Anna Maria with former Mayor SueLynn. 
 He is survived by children Elizabeth, Rebecca, 
David and Sylvia; two brothers, Louie of Texas and 
Jan White of Maine; and the rest of his “family” of 
Leslie Black and her son, West Point graduate Second 
Lt. Jake Kerr, whom Chuck considered his grandson, 
as well as other grandsons Bryce Warren and John 
Petrutiu. His family is grateful for the assistance of 
neighbors Heimo, Suse, Ernie and especially Charlie 
Daniel. 
 In his memory, SueLynn and the family ask that 

you be helpful to your neighbor, polite to a stranger, 
give to a charity, plant something beautiful and release 
your fi sh. 
 SueLynn suggested donations to a favorite char-
ity of Chuck’s, Heifer International, which promotes 
“ending hunger, caring for the Earth.” Heifer’s Web site 
allows “meaningful gifts” in memory of individuals to 
help children, families and animals around the world. 
It can be accessed at www.heifer.org.
 Memorial services will be planned for the future, 
both here and in New York, and will be announced 
here.

Chuck White

Pond tour planned to 
benefi t nonprofi t

 Several Island locations will be featured 
in the Backyard Getaway Store’s annual water 
garden tour.
 The event will take place Saturday, April 
26, including a stop at Haley’s Motel, 8102 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach, as well as several Island 
homes and a number of mainland residences.
 Tickets must be purchased in advance at 
the store, 5004 15th St. E., Bradenton, which 
announced plans to donate proceeds after event 
costs to Manatee Glens in Bradenton.
 For more information, call 941-752-7663.

Pelican Pete’s hosts benefi t
 Pelican Pete’s, 12012 Cortez Road, will host a 
benefi t for the Florida Center for Child and Family 
Development at 6 p.m. Saturday, April 26.
 Hammers & Adams will provide music.
 FCCFD is a child-abuse prevention organization.
 For more information, call 941-792-4822.

GSR name correction
 The story in the April 16 issue of The Islander
regarding GSR Development LLC should have 
said that GSR partner Robert Byrne is now in court 
proceedings for personal bankruptcy, not Richard 
Byrne. 

Bridge Street to host market
 Bradenton Beach’s Historic Bridge Street Mer-
chants Association will host another market on Satur-
day, April 26.
 The market will be open from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Bridge Street.
 Displays will include local and regional arts and 
crafts, as well as locally grown plants, fl owers, fruits 
and vegetables from area farmers and suppliers.
 In addition, there will be instruction on how to live 
greener lifestyles, buy organic foods and cook like a 
chef, featuring Darrell Mizell of the Sun House Res-
taurant.
 The association hopes to make the market a regular 
Saturday morning fi xture on Bridge Street beginning 
in May.
 For more information about the market, including 
becoming a vendor, call 941-778-8705.

Island Players to wrap 
season with ‘Weekend’

 The Island Players will hold its last opening night 
of the 2007-08 season on May 8, when the curtain 
opens on “The Long Weekend.”
 The play, written by Canadian playwright Norm 
Foster, will be performed Tuesdays through Sundays 
through May 18 at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria. Performances take place at 8 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays.
 Beginning April 28, the box offi ce will be open 
Mondays through Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., as 
well as one hour before performances.
 For more information, call the box offi ce at 941-
778-5755.

Kiwanis to talk schools
 The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island will hold 
a breakfast meeting Saturday, April 26, at Cafe on the 
Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The speaker will be Bradenton attorney David 
Miner talking about the “school board crisis.”
 For more information call 941-795-8697.

Crosspointe hosts 
Mother’s Day brunch

 The REAL Women’s Ministry of Crosspointe Fel-
lowship will celebrate Mother’s Day with a brunch at 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, May 3.
 The event will take place at the church, 8605 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 For more information and to make reservations, 
e-mail Lois Mills at lois20@msn.com, or call Kaye 
McConnell at 941-778-7845.

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 

of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, 
anniversaries, travels and other events. Please send 
notices and photographs with detailed captions — 
along with complete contact information — to news@
islander.org or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 
34217.

Nina Ransohoff
 Nina Ransohoff, formerly of Holmes Beach, died 
April 20. 
 Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Mrs. Ransohoff moved to 
Florida in 1996. She was an artist who worked in many 
media, including pen and ink, monoprint, acrylics and 
watercolors, winning numerous awards. 
 Friends are invited to a celebration of her life from 
5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 24, at the home of daugh-
ter Elizabeth Davies, 8302 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 
 She is survived by daughters Alison Parks of Bra-
denton and Elizabeth Davies of Holmes Beach; and 
grandchildren Jeffrey, Amy and Mollie.
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Island Chiropractic Center 
Grand Opening Special!

To celebrate the relocation of our Island offi ce and the GRAND 
OPENING of our second location in Bradenton, we are offering 
all NEW PATIENTS seen during the month of April: 

• FREE Consultation 
• Examination 
• X-rays (if needed) for only $25! (regularly $168) 

Please call either offi ce for an appointment! 
Bradenton 941-761-0500 • Holmes Beach 941-778-0722 

600 Marina Dr., Suite 104, Holmes Beach 
5917 Manatee Ave. W. , Suite 603, Bradenton

 *The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel 
payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment that is 
performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

When’s the last time you tasted When’s the last time you tasted 
coffee in an old-fashioned coffee in an old-fashioned 

“diner” mug?“diner” mug?

Island Shopping CenterIsland Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978Phone  941 778-7978

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

941-778-8103 • www.941lending.com 
104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

YOUR ISLAND EXPERT

• Foreign Nationals 
• Low Rates/Over 150 Lenders 
• Free Pre-Approvals 
• No Application Fee 
• Full Service Lending 
• Less Than Perfect Credit
 

SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

Lynn Zemmer 
Broker/Owner JAY HILL 

Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

AME dates to 
remember

 The Anna Maria Elementary 2007-08 school calen-
dar is winding up, however, there are still opportunities 
for community involvement. Here are the remaining 
dates to remember:
 • Scholastic Book Fair 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
April 25.
 • Science night 5 to 7 p.m. April 23.
 • Tropicana and 4-H Club sponsored speech con-
test featuring AME’s fourth- and Fifth-grade students 
9 a.m. in the auditorium.
 •  Parent-Teacher Organization family dinner 
night at 5 p.m. and fourth-grade student performance 
to follow dinner April 29.
 • Volunteer appreciation breakfast at 8 a.m. May 
2. 
 • Spring Fling dinner, dance and silent auction 
from 6 to 11 p.m. at St. Bernard Catholic Church May 
3. 
 • Field Day May 9.
 • School Advisory Committee meeting at 3:15 in 
the media center May 12.
 • Staff appreciation week May 12-16.
 • Parent-Teacher Organization meeting 9 a.m. May 
16. 
 • Blood Drive 8 a.m. to noon May 16.
 • Fifth-grade performance 7 p.m. in auditorium 
May 20.
 • Fifth-grade DARE graduation May 21.
 • School holiday May 26.
 • Fifth-grade graduation lunch June 3.
 • Fifth grade vs. staff kickball game June 4.
 • Family skate night 6:30 p.m. at Florida Wheels 
June 5.
 • Summer vacation begins June 6.

New store opens
Partners Peggy Dean and Sara Gafvert have opened 
The Color of Coconut. The store celebrates tropical 
themes with a Hollywood fl air, offering apparel and 
accessories, including sunglasses, hats, T-shirts, jewelry, 
candles and Sara’s handmade batik items. The store is at 
5352 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. For more information, 
call 941-779-2626. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Preschool offers free 
summer VPK

By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 The School for Constructive Play in Anna Maria is 
currently enrolling students for its summer voluntary 
pre-kindergarten program. The free statewide program 
begins June 9 and runs through Aug. 14.
  The Manatee County Resource Connection for Kids 
will host a countywide VPK roundup from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, April 26, at the Manatee Civic Center 
in Palmetto.
 VPK legislation was signed into law in 2005, pro-
viding a program to prepare every Florida 4-year-old 
for kindergarten. Enrollment in the summer session is 
open to all children who will be eligible for kindergar-
ten in August 2008 and did not participate in a VPK 
program during the 2007-08 school year.
 There is no registration or supply fee. The summer 
classes will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Parents can also take advantage of 
available before- or after-school care offered at School 
for Constructive Play.
 The summer class is limited to 10 students and a 
minimum of four must be enrolled for the program to 
begin. In order to enroll, parents must complete a certif-
icate of eligibility with Resource Connection for Kids. 
Applications are available online at www.vpkfl orida.
org, or at the Manatee County School District resource 
offi ce at 302 Manatee Ave. E., Suite 200, Bradenton. 
To register, parents must provide current immunization 
and physical exam records, two copies of the child’s 
birth certifi cate and proof of residency.
 School for Constructive Play will offer VPK for the 
2008-09 school year as well, with fall enrollment lim-
ited to 18 students eligible for kindergarten in 2009.
 For more information, call the School for Con-
structive Play at 941-778-2210. The school is located 
at 302 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.

Anna Maria celebrates 
Arbor Day April 25

 Ceremonies to celebrate Arbor Day will be held 
in Anna Maria at noon April 25 at Bayfront Park on 
North Bay Boulevard.
 City offi cials, including Mayor Fran Barford and 
public works director George McKay, members of 
the city’s environmental education and enhancement 
committee along with Keep Manatee Beautiful will be 
present to honor the occasion and plant a native tree 
that has been donated by a private company.
 The public is invited to attend the event, which 
begins at noon Friday, April 25.

Teen donates locks for cause
Thirteen-year-old Shannon Bailey, vacationing on 
Anna Maria Island during spring break, recently got 
her hair cut at the Holmes Beach Barber Shop so she 
could donate the locks to locksofl ove.org. The orga-
nization helps children who are fi nancially disadvan-
taged and have suffered long-term medical hair loss, 
commonly caused by alopecia or cancer. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Center to host movie night
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center, in 
partnership with AMI Video, is hosting regular family 
movie nights on Fridays.
 Screenings will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Center 
gym, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 Moviegoers are encouraged to bring along blankets 
and pillows for seating. The Center will serve hamburg-
ers, ice cream and drinks from its concession booth.
 On April 18, the featured fi lm was “The Water-
horse.”
 The next fi lm, on April 25, will be “Sandlot 3,” 
followed by “The Golden Compass” on May 2.
 For more information, call the Center at 941-778-
1908.

Sarasota Senior Theater 
presents show

 The Sarasota Senior Theater will present “Around 
the World in 80 Minutes” April 25-27 at the Players 
Theater in Sarasota.
 The cast includes Isabel “Pat” Cohen of Bradenton 
Beach, who in years past appeared in the Children’s 
Theater on radio and worked with MGM on voiceovers 
for foreign fi lms.
 Cohen worked as a model and appeared in a circus 
in 1947.
 More recently, she’s appeared with the 55-and over 
SST for about six years.
 Organizers for the theater boast that last year’s SST 
production, “The Best of Times,” received standing ova-
tions after each performance.
 For more information about the theater, call 941-
365-2494.
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Jim Kronus, AME’s principal of 25 years, honored

Jim Kronus, front, former Anna Maria 
Elementary School principal for 25 
years from 1974 to 1999, was feted at 
a reception April 15 in the auditorium 
that was dedicated in his name. Kronus 
said, “My life was better for all the 
wonderful people I knew.” Wife Dalene, 
his grandson and other family members 
are seated with Kronus at the celebra-
tion. Islander Photos: Bonner Joy

Former AME principal Jim Kronus 
reminisces on stage in the auditiorium 
dedicated to him April 15. He holds 
memorabilia provided by current prin-
cipal Tom Levengood, right, a “stone” 
that was reclaimed from a column 
outside his offi ce at the demolished 
building that was AME when he served 
the school. Teacher DeAnn Davis looks 
on, left.

This is your life: Jim Kronus, center, 
in the audience at the reception in his 
honor and the dedication of the AME 
auditorium.

Following the naming and unveiling 
of a plaque for the James P. Kronus 
Auditorium by AME principal Tom 
Levengood, Jim Kronus stretched 
out his arms — as he did at every 
event during his tenure — to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance as teachers Anne 
Kinnan and DeAnn Davis observe 
from “behind” the curtain.

AME MeNU
Monday, April 28

Breakfast: French Toast Sticks with Syrup, Cereal, 
Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Grilled Cheese Sandwich or Hot Dog, 
Tomato Soup, Peaches, Juice Bar

Tuesday, April 29
Breakfast: Chicken Patty on Biscuit, Cereal, Toast, 

Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Mini Corn Dogs or Yogurt and Muffi n Plate, 

Green Beans, Potato Smiles, Pineapple Tidbits
Wednesday, April 30

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, Super 
Donut, Toast, Cereal

Lunch: Popcorn Chicken, Assorted Salads and 
Sandwiches, Carrot Sticks with Dip, Chips, Straw-

berries
Thursday, May 1

Breakfast: Sausage and Egg Patty on a Biscuit, 
Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Beef Nachos or Chicken Nuggets, Mixed 
Vegetables, Grapes and Orange Slices, Happy 

Birthday Dessert
Friday, May 2

Breakfast: Pancake on a Stick, Cereal, Toast, Peanut 
Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Pizza or Shrimp Poppers, Salad, Corn, 
Applesauce, Tangerines����� ��	 
��� �� ����	 ���� ���� 
����

‘That ’70s party’ that supports AME

Marcia Brockway’s fourth-grade class has packaged 
a “Hurricane Survival Kit” for the auction at the 
Parent-Teacher Organization Spring Fling fundraiser 
for Anna Maria Elementary School. The kit con-
tains canned goods, trail mix, batteries, a fl ashlight, 
lantern, battery-operated fan, weather radio, water 
purifi cation kit, tarps, bug spray and more. Pictured 
are Keegan Murphy, Caleb Smith, Franceska Akel 
and Madeline Valadie. Islander Photo: Joy Murphy.

By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 There are only two weeks left to purchase tick-
ets and offer support for Anna Maria Elementary 
School’s Spring Fling fundraising dinner, dance and 
silent auction. The May 3 event is being organized 
by the school’s Parent-Teacher Organization and will 
take place from 6 to 11 p.m. at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church. 
 The annual event raises funds to purchase needed 
items for the school and this year’s committee has 
its sight set on two key goals: providing an outdoor 
learning pavilion on the bay and funding items that 
are scheduled to be cut from the school’s operational 
budget. 
 The PTO board hopes to raise a minimum of 
$25,000 this year. The target goal would permit the 
PTO to provide a pavilion for a bay estuary trail — 
a place for outdoor learning, install two mimeograph 
boards, upgrade the auditorium’s lighting and sound 
systems and purchase leveled-reader books. 
 The PTO board chose to table its plans to build a 

deck in conjunction with the estuary pavilion in order 
to provide fi nancial assistance to AME principal Tom 
Levengood with the school’s operational budget. Due 
to budget cuts next year, the PTO agreed to allocate 
$1,000 for printing, $200 for fi eld trips and $2,000 for 
school supplies from Spring Fling proceeds.
 Board members acknowledged that raising support 
for the Spring Fling has been diffi cult this year. “Dona-
tions and ticket sales have been down this year,” said 
PTO President Joy Murphy. “We need people to care 
about this again.”
 The Islander newspaper this week added a TV raffl e 
to the fundraising, and with limited ticket chances of 
500, the prize should bring in $5,000. “The 32-inch fl at-
panel TV is awesome,” said PTO/AME parent Kelly 
Joseph, who is heading up the sale of the $10 tickets. 

She can be reached at 941-779-0027.
 The theme for this year’s event is “That ’70s Party” 
which was selected based on the voting preferences of 
those who attended last year’s fl ing. 
 A large part of the funds are raised through the 
event’s silent auction that features art projects created 
by students, gift baskets and specialty items such as gift 
certifi cates from local businesses such as Jess Jewel-
ers, an electric cart donated by First Priority Bank, and 
summer camp at IMG, just to name a few.
 In addition to auction items, food is another big 
draw for the Spring Fling. Guests will nosh on crab 
wonton from the Sun House, shrimp cocktail from The 
City Pier Restaurant, the Rod & Reel Pier’s seafood 
gumbo, Sandbar’s mahi-mahi with lemon caper sauce, 
Mr. Bone’s baby-back ribs, Ezra’s lobster and four-
cheese macaroni and the Waterfront Restaurant’s beef 
tenderloin, among other selections. And in the spirit 
of the theme, AME parent Tricia Hackworth will be 
baking enough cupcakes to make a big peace sign for 
the dessert table.
 Wine, beer and soft drinks will be available at the 
cash bar, which will be staffed by Remi Drigan and 
Lauren, Barbara and Jason Sato. Sato Real Estate is 
donating champagne and the event’s signature drink 
— Jell-O shots.
 The PTO is still seeking sponsors to assist with 
donation items and volunteers. For information, contact 
Holly Connelly at 941-920-0204, or e-mail brieallie@
yahoo.com.
 Tickets are $40 per person, or $280 for a reserved 
table for eight. Order forms are available at the school 
administration offi ce.
 Complimentary babysitting will be provided at 
School for Constructive Play, 304 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Space is limited to 50 children between the ages 
of 2 and 12 and arrangements for childcare should be 
made when placing ticket orders at the school offi ce.
 The school is located at 4700 Gulf Drive and can 
be reached at 941-708-5525.

AME night with the Rays coming up May 10
 Join Anna Maria Elementary at Manatee Schools’ 
“Night with the Rays” at 7:10 p.m. Saturday, May 
10, when the Tampa Bay Rays play the Los Angeles 
Angels at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg.
 Tickets for upper deck and infield seats are 
$9 and can be ordered at the school adminis-
tration office. To ensure seating with fellow 
Islanders and AME families, tickets must be 
purchased through the school by April 25. A 

portion of the ticket sales made by AME will 
benefit AME.
 In addition to the game, there will be interactive 
activities at the stadium’s Left Field Street, a touch 
tank in centerfi eld, free parking for cars with four or 
more passengers, giveaways to the fi rst 10,000 fans and 
access to the Ted Williams Museum. 
 For more information, call Joy Murphy at 941-730-
2820.
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House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 April  12, 100 block Pine Avenue, domestic. Depu-
ties were called to a domestic dispute between a couple. 
He was arrested.

Bradenton Beach
 March 31, 1600 block Gulf Drive, Coquina Beach, 
no driver’s license. Offi cers stopped a vehicle whose 
driver was observed to have been driving carelessly. 
Record checks determined the driver did not have a 
driver’s license, and she was arrested. 
 April 12, 2400 block Avenue A, grand theft. While 
on patrol, an offi cer stopped a vehicle and determined 
it was stolen. The driver was arrested.

Holmes Beach
 April 11, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Lifeguards called offi cers regarding a man who 
allegedly was taking pictures of juveniles at the beach. Offi -
cers approached the man, who began pushing buttons on his 
digital camera as if to delete photos, according to the report. 
No pictures of an undue nature were found on the camera, 
but he was issued a trespass warning and left the beach. 
 April 11, 3304 E. Bay Drive, Island Bazaar, theft. 
The store manager said she stopped a man who she 
believed had stuffed a T-shirt into his bag. When con-
fronted by the manager, he pulled the shirt out, and a 
shot glass fell to the fl oor. He picked up the glass and ran 
from the establishment. He was not located by police. 
 April 11, 5424 Marina Drive, Jessie’s Island 
Store, trespass. The female clerk observed a man put a 
carton of cigarettes in his shorts. She confronted him, 
he returned the carton, police were called and he was 
issued a trespass warning.
 April 12, 100 block 45th Street, theft. The complain-
ant said someone took her beach bag while she went for 
a walk on the beach. The bag contained her cell phone 
and keys to her vehicle. Her car had been “rummaged 
through,” according to the report, apparently through use 
of her keys, and the purse in the car was taken containing 
debit cards, a checkbook and $20.
 April 13, 4100 block Sixth Avenue, theft. The complainant 
said someone took a stereo and speakers from his pool deck. 
 April 14, 6200 block Holmes Boulevard, burglary. 
The complainant, a rental agent, said cleaning crews 
discovered a closet at a rental unit had been broken and 
shirts and a fl at-screen computer monitor missing.
 April 16, 3000 block Gulf Drive, civil. The com-
plainant said she wanted to retrieve some of her belong-
ings from her ex-boyfriend’s residence and wanted offi -
cers present. He was not home. Later that day, offi cers 
returned to the residence and the boyfriend said he did 
not have any of her belongings.

Streetlife Coquina Beach shooter to serve 9 more years
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 For more than a year, Rene Vasquez-Mendoza has 
remained in the Manatee County jail awaiting trial on felony 
charges for a shooting on Coquina Beach last Easter.
 On April 18, with a trial date set for the end of the 

month, Vasquez-Mendoza, 23, pleaded no contest in 
the shooting of three men.
 His plea was made at the Manatee County Court-
house in Bradenton before Circuit Court Judge Debra 
Johnes Riva, who accepted the negotiated plea agree-
ment that will result in Vasquez-Mendoza serving 
another nine years in prison.
 Vasquez-Mendoza was charged with three counts 
of attempted fi rst-degree murder, carrying a concealed 
fi rearm, improper exhibition of a fi rearm and discharge 
of a fi rearm in public.
 The firearm-related counts were dropped in the 
agreement to avoid the mandatory sentence of 25 
years for weapons convictions. The agreement called 
for Vasquez-Mendoza to serve concurrent sentences of 
124.3 months — 10 years and four months — on mul-
tiple charges.
 Standing before the judge in his jail uniform — 
similar to blue medical scrubs — Vasquez-Mendoza 
responded to a series of questions Riva must ask: Are 
you under the influence of any substance? Do you 
understand you are waiving your right to a jury trial? 
Do you understand that the sentencing guidelines?
 Vasquez-Mendoza, in a voice barely audible to the 
audience, answered, “Yes, ma’am” to each.
 The judge also asked assistant state attorney Jeff 
Quisenberry about the prosecution’s interest in making 
the plea agreement. Quisenberry said witnesses have 
been hard to locate since the incident more than a year 
ago, including the three victims.
 A second man Santiago Delgado Jr., previously was 
arrested in the incident. He pleaded no contest to sev-
eral charges in connection with the shooting. He was 
not sentenced to jail and had been expected to testify 
at Vasquez-Mendoza’s trial.
 Authorities said the April 8, 2007, shootings were 
gang-related — with Vasquez-Mendoza and Delgado 
associated with the Norte 14 street gang and the vic-
tims, three brothers, associated with Sur 13.
 The day before Vasquez-Mendoza appeared at 
the courthouse, the Bradenton Beach City Commis-
sion authorized Police Chief Sam Speciale to enter an 
agreement and enroll the city’s police department in the 
Tampa Bay Multi-Agency Task Force.
 “Being part of this task force, we can make requests 
directly” for assistance, said Bradenton Beach Police 
Lt. John Cosby.
 Previously, the city department made its request 
for additional support from the task force through the 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Office or the Bradenton 
Police Department.
 Cosby was asked whether the task force would be 
called upon to assist with Cinco de Mayo.
 “We really don’t have that much problem with that 
[day] unless it falls on a weekend,” Cosby answered. 

Cell data to remain sealed
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A Manatee County circuit judge last week denied 
a request to unseal cell phone data gathered in the 
case against a man charged with shooting an off-duty 
Holmes Beach police offi cer.
 James Perkins is charged with attempted second-
degree murder in connection with an April 4, 2007, inci-
dent in east Manatee County that left off-duty Holmes 
Beach police offi cer James Cumston suffering from a 
minor bullet fragment wound. 
 Perkins’ attorney, Brett McIntosh, sought to have 
the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce turn over cell 
phone data to analyze the legality of its collection by 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce wiretap.
 The state argued that releasing the cell phone data 
might impair the ability of the Manatee County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce to work with the U.S. Marshall’s Offi ce, 
which assisted in the investigation.
 In an order released last week, Judge Debra Johnes 
Riva said she reviewed the records and determined “the 
documents … are not discoverable” and MCSO fol-
lowed procedure in tracing calls.
 MCSO maintains that on April 4, 2007, Perkins and 
another man were involved in an attempted burglary next 
door to Cumston’s home. Cumston interrupted the bur-
glary and a car chase began. During the chase, the suspects 
fi red several times at Cumston, who fi red back. The offi cer 
suffered a minor wound to his leg when fragments from a 
bullet struck him, but he did not need hospitalization.
 Perkins was arrested in Georgia on an MCSO warrant 
April 5, 2007. The Barrow County News reported that the 
sheriff’s offi ce dispatched crisis negotiators and a tactical unit 
after Perkins barricaded himself in a home in Winder, Ga.
 According to court documents, MCSO followed the trail 
to Winder after fi rst interviewing local witnesses, including 
Carrie Boyett, who said Perkins called and told her to notify 
the police that her car, allegedly his getaway vehicle from 
the burglary, was stolen by an unknown person.
 Boyett later allegedly told deputies that Perkins and two 
acquaintances were at her home at about noon April 4 and 
when she went to nap with her child, they left in her car.
 Court papers fi led by the state attorney’s offi ce 
indicate that law enforcement traced cell phone calls 
to identify and locate witnesses, as well as to locate and 
arrest Perkins.
 Perkins is scheduled for trial later this month.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 
Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

End of April Sale!
20% off entire store!

We Buy Antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-07071002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat

Located in the Historic East Antiques Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!District- park and walk to area stores!

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Retro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Prom and Wedding Dresses

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Men’s and Ladies Resort & 
   Beach Wear 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!Chic Boutiques!

Zula’s Antiques, 6441 US Hwy. 19: End of April Sale, 20 
percent off all merchandise! 
Charms of Leffi ngwell: Mother’s Day Tea and Fashion Show, 
May 10 • 10am.  Call for tickets. 723-6563

AAntntiqiqueues,s, 66444 1 US Hwyw . 19: End ofof AAAAAAAAAprprprprprprpprprprprpriiiilililililil Sale, 20 

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

Ginny’s AntiquesGinny’s Antiques is an Islander, townie 
and tourist favorite. Owner Ginny Dutton is known 
for pulling together the perfect style – eclectic, 
chic and artistic. The shop always has an amazing 
selection of furniture, accessories, art and funky 
stuff. Ginny’s is also home to Jane E’s Café and 
Bakery and the combination of tasty treats, Wi-Fi 
and ever changing surroundings makes for a stim-
ulating and popular gathering place. Stop in at 
Ginny’s and say “hello,” shop, sip and just be. It’s 
the perfect Island spot.

A Room A Room 
withwith a a Hue Hue 

Hand-Painted Furniture 
Home Decor • Faux Finishing  

Unique Handbags 
12518 Cortez Rd. W., Cortez Village 

by the Cortez Bridge 
798-9034 • www.aroomwithahue.com 

10-4, Wed.-Sat. or by appointment 

Thanks for giving
Members of the Anna Maria Elemen-

tary School Parent-Teacher Orga-
nization presented Ed Chiles and 

Joe Rodgers with a plaque thanking 
them for their support of the school. 
Chiles owns the Sandbar, Mar Vista 
and BeachHouse restaurants. Rod-
gers is a longtime employee of the 

Chiles restaurants and parent of AME 
fi rst-grader Joe. According to PTO 
president Joy Murphy, Chiles never 
hesitates and helps frequently with 

PTO events and Rodgers volunteers 
often. Pictured with Chiles and Rod-
gers are students from Becky Demo’s 

fi rst-grade class. Islander Photo: 
Diana Bogan
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRR
a

sss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	

 ���������������
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
� NauticalsNauticals
� AntiquesAntiques
� CuriositiesCuriosities
� Mermaids                         Mermaids             
  and Pirates  and Pirates

������ �� 	

 ������� �������

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell In a Nutshell 
Ginny’s and Jane E’s 

9807 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria 
Open Tues.-Sat. 7am-5pm

Sundays 8-4

941-778-3170941-778-3170
Wi-Fi Available 

Tiki and Kitty need a rest after their shopping spree at 
Ginny’s. A delicious mug of coffee hits the spot. 

Jane and Ginny – the glamour gals behind Ginny and 
Jane E’s strike a pose. 

Tiki fi nds some-
thing cute for 
her Island home 
– pina coladas 
anyone?

Tuesday-Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4  
611 Manatee Ave. E. (SR64) • Bradenton • 941-749-1166

Accepting quality home furnishings and 
women’s jewelry and accessories

New ArrivalsDaily

Weekly

Markdowns

705 9th St. E. • Bradenton 
(SE corner of SR64 and 9th St. E.)

941-779-8601 941-779-8601 
Mon:by chance or appointment 

Tues.-Fri:1-5pm • Sat & Sun: 12-5pmTues.-Fri:1-5pm • Sat & Sun: 12-5pm

The Wishing Well The Wishing Well 
Antiques 
Shabby Chic
Orchids 
Restoration

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas ShoppeGift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

• Thousands of • Thousands of 
 ornaments ornaments
• Nutcrackers• Nutcrackers
• Fabriché Santas• Fabriché Santas
• Tree toppers• Tree toppers
• Holiday music boxes and • Holiday music boxes and 
 carousels & much more carousels & much more

FASHIONSFASHIONS
• Casual to cruisewear• Casual to cruisewear
• Jewelry and • Jewelry and 
 accessories accessories
GIFTSGIFTS
• Pottery and art glass• Pottery and art glass
• Dolls and tea sets• Dolls and tea sets
• Nautical• Nautical

DON’T MISS THIS SALE! STOCK UP NOW FOR  CHRISTMAS!

ENTIRE STORE
75% OFF *

6 DAYS ONLY
TUESDAY APRIL 22 
 thru 
SUNDAY APRIL 27
* SWIMSUITS AND 
SANDALS 30% OFFOpen Daily • Parking available in back and across street

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us at

Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

Tide and Moon  Jewelry

FFiinndd uuss aatttFFiinndd uuss aattFFiinndd uuss aatt

Bridal jewelry, tiaras and 
hair combs now in!

Mermaids, Shells 
and More!

BBrriiddaall jjeewweellrryy, ttiiaarraass aanndd 
hhaaiirr coommbbss nnoow iinn!!

“Where fine meets funkyfunky” ” 

25250202 GGululff25250202 GGululff

Island real estate 
transactions

 521 56th St., Holmes Beach, a 2,173 sfl a / 2,749 
sfur 2bed/2½bath/2car canal home built in 1956 on 
a 94x132 lot was sold 04/03/08, Gloth to Kruger for 
$1,300,000; list $1,295,000.
 200 Gulf Drive S., Unit 8, Sandcastle Beach Resort, 
Bradenton Beach, a 1,479 sfl a / 1,591 sfur 3bed/2bath 
Gulffront condo built in 2003 was sold 04/03/08, WL 
Properties Inc. to Nolan for $750,000; list $825,000.
 2808 Ave. C, Bradenton Beach, a 2,518 sfla / 
2,956 sfur 4bed/3bath/1car home built in 1979 on a 
50x100 lot was sold 04/04/08, Letourneau to Monetti 
for $527,000; list $549,000.
 214 83rd St., Holmes Beach, a 1,180 sfl a / 1,668 
sfur 2bed/2bath/2car home built in 1956 on a 90x100 lot 
was sold 04/03/08, Kruger to Quinlivan for $485,000.
 1801 Gulf Drive, Unit 203, Runaway Bay, Braden-
ton Beach, a 1,080 sfl a / 1,140 sfur 2bed/2bath condo 

Featured sale: This home at 521 56th St., Holmes 
Beach, sold in September 1998 for $392,500 and 
in March 2008 for $1,300,000, an increase of 231 
percent in 10 years. The cost per square foot is $598. 
Islander Photo: Jesse Brisson

built in 1978 was sold 04/04/08, Coastal Cottages 2 
LLC to Vollmuth for $240,000; list $244,900.
 2601 Gulf Drive, Unit B-17, Sandpiper Resort 
mobile resort co-op, Bradenton Beach, a 720 sfl a / 
1,016 sfur 2bed/2bath bayfront mobile home built in 
1977 was sold 04/01/08, Barry to Miller for $200,000; 
list $229,000.
 6300 Flotilla Drive, Unit 82, Shell Point, Holmes 
Beach, a 1,023 sfl a / 1,151 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built 
in 1973 was sold 04/03/08, Klasing to Wilkinson for 
$200,000; list $225,000.
 1201 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach, a 402 sfl a / 
452 sfur 1bed/1bath home built in 1952 on a 25x50 lot 
was sold 04/01/08, Osborn to Miller for $195,000; list 
$198,900.

Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty 
of Anna Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-
7244. 

Current Island real estate transactions may also be 
viewed online at www.islander.org. Copyright 2008
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 4-29-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B4B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B44B44B4B44444B44BB444B444

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Faith, rowing skills saved 
west Bradenton man in WWII

 West Bradenton resident Floyd Van Winkle could 
have sat out World War II with a deferment in an easy 
job with a company manufacturing armaments in 
Bridgeport, Conn.
 Add that to the fact that he was already classifi ed 
for the draft as 4-F — medically unfi t for military ser-
vice — because of a bad heart and bad feet and Floyd 
could have spent four years in comfort.
 But “comfort” during the war wasn’t Floyd’s 
style.
 “I remember I was driving with some buddies to 
my brother’s house on Dec. 7, 1941, and listening to 
the radio when the announcer broke in and said the Japs 
had attacked us at Pearl Harbor. We all looked at each 
other and knew that meant war,” recalled Floyd.
 Already out of high school and working for a 
Bridgeport manufacturing company, Floyd had been 
called for his physical for the draft earlier that year, but 
had been rejected as “unfi t” for military service.
 “I had a bad heart, they told me, and they said my 
feet were bad. I didn’t think much of it because I was 
hoping there wouldn’t be a war.”
 But there was a war and all of Floyd’s pals were 
volunteering for the military.
 A few days after Pearl Harbor, Floyd headed to 
the Navy enlistment offi ce in Bridgeport, hoping his 
medical records wouldn’t catch up with him.
 “I grew up on the water in Milford. I’d always had 
a boat and had fi shed and sailed Long Island Sound 
since I was a little. The Navy seemed like the perfect 
spot, and I wanted to be on those new PT boats.”
 At the Navy recruiter’s offi ce, the Navy also thought 
Floyd would make an ideal seaman on a PT boat, but 

Floyd Van Winkle of west Bradenton as a member of the Merchant Marine in World War II.

one look at his medical records quashed that idea.
 “They told me to go home, that they couldn’t take 
me.”
 Floyd fi gured he had little choice in the matter, but 
about two months later, he was at work with his friend, 
Frank Miller, when they heard on the radio that a bunch 
of freighters had sunk off New York. They also learned 
that the merchant marine wasn’t quite so picky about 
medical records when it came to hiring new seamen.
 “We looked at each other and said ‘That’s it. Let’s 

go join.’” Floyd remembered.
 “I really didn’t want to sit home during the war. I 
wanted to do my part, and the U.S. Merchant Marine 
was the only way I could get to do something.”
 He learned quickly that while the Merchant Marine 
wasn’t the glamour service that the U.S. Navy was and 
it had its share of combat and casualties.
 By percentage, the Merchant Marine lost more men 
from enemy fi re than any other service. About 45,000 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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mariners lost their lives during WWII, yet some people 
to this day refuse to accept the fact that the Merchant 
Marine was in combat.
 Floyd learned rather quickly about facing enemy 
fi re in the Merchant Marine.
 “I was in the Merchant Marine one week when I 
got assigned to a Standard Oil tanker heading to Texas 
to load up with gas and bring it back to New York,” 
Floyd said.
 The voyage to Texas was relatively uneventful 
as Floyd learned the ropes about life in the Merchant 
Marine. He was assigned as an ordinary seaman, 
learning to clean, fi x, sweep and mop about the engine 
room.
 On the return, the ship encountered seven other 
ships — or what was left of them — that had been sunk 
by a German U-boat. Floyd’s tanker was fully loaded 
and it didn’t take him long to realize that the ship had 
no chance if it were hit by a torpedo.
 “The Germans were waiting for us. We dodged and 
zigzagged and once even had to hide out in the Gulf 
of Mexico. We had a couple of 5-inch guns, but they 
would be useless against a U-boat attack.”
 Luckily, the tanker made it to New Jersey without 
incident, but Floyd had had enough of tankers.
 “I signed on for a cargo vessel, the Alcoa Ranger 
out of Philadelphia. We went in a 42-ship convoy head-
ing to Russia. We had to sail to Murmansk.”
 Once at sea, Floyd learned that the only protec-
tion for the convoy was two Navy destroyers. And the 
convoy would pass within a few hundred miles of Nazi-
occupied Norway, easy pickings for the Luftwaffe or a 
wolfpack of U-boats, or both.
 The convoy was carrying airplanes, tanks, ammu-
nition and boots for the Russian Army then fi ghting a 
desperate battle with the Wehrmact as it drove toward 
the gates of Moscow, Leningrad and Stalingrad.
 “We stopped in Iceland, then headed northeast. To 
get to Russia we had to sail near Norway.”
 This was the summer of 1942, when the Allies 
nearly lost the war because the Germans were sinking 
ships faster than the Allies could make them, and the 
system of defense for the convoys had not yet been 
perfected.
 The crew had heard that the German battleship 
Tirpitz was out hunting for convoys. Floyd and his pals 
fi gured they had little chance with just two destroyers 
against a battleship and its escort vessels.
 But the Tirpitz never found them.
 On July 4, 1942, however, German U-boats and 
torpedo bombers did.
 “We were in the Barents Sea when we got attacked. 
I think the Germans threw everything they had at us. 
We got orders to scatter and head for Russia as best we 
could.”
 The fi rst day of the attack, the Alcoa Ranger came 
through unscathed. On the next day, July 5, the ship 
was not so lucky. 
 A torpedo from a U-boat hit amidships and the 
order was quickly given to abandon ship.
 “It was orderly. Nobody panicked, but we knew 
the ship was sinking. We got into our lifeboat and were 
in the water when the U-boat surfaced. They came by 
us and asked where the captain was. We told them he 
was on another lifeboat, although he was with us. We 
thought they would take him prisoner.
 “They also asked us what we were carrying. We 
told them just food and other supplies and they laughed. 
They said, ‘You were carrying a lot more than that.’ 
They seemed to know everything we had. They then 
pointed in the general direction of land and left. We 
were on our own.”
 They were in the Arctic Ocean, but because it was 
summer, the men had a chance to reach safety. Had 
the ship sunk in the middle of an Arctic winter, they 
would have perished within a day or two because of the 
weather, Floyd believes.
 “We didn’t really know where we were. I had 
learned to row as a boy, so I sort of directed the guys 
how to row a boat and where we should go. I was the 
youngest person in the group. We probably had about 
14 or 16 in the boat.”
 After two or three days at sea in near-freezing con-
ditions, Floyd thought he saw land, but as the lifeboat 
approached, Floyd realized it was an icepack.
 “It was a solid line of ice. I knew if we crashed 
against it, we’d sink. We were in the middle of a storm, 
so we were being pushed toward the ice and couldn’t 

Floyd and Marie Van Winkle have been married 63 years this month. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

row away because of the wind and current. All we could 
do was pray.”
 And pray for a miracle they did.
 “We needed help and I can tell you I prayed for 
help,” recalled Floyd.
 And help arrived.
 Just as it seemed the lifeboat would crash against 
the ice, the “ice” became two icebergs and parted, he 
said, like the Red Sea to allow the lifeboat to pass.
 Inside the sea of icebergs, the water was dead calm, 
allowing the men some breathing room against the 
raging sea. The men caught another lucky break when 
they came across an empty life raft with some supplies 
still stowed on board.
 “We didn’t have much, just some water and crack-
ers and a few other things. I knew we had to get rescued 
soon or we wouldn’t make it. A few of the guys started 
to get depressed and I told them to keep rowing and 
keep praying.”
 After about four or fi ve days among the icebergs, 
Floyd fi nally saw a tiny sliver of land on the horizon. 
As the men rowed toward safety, they spotted a vessel 
headed in their direction. They could only hope it was 
the Russian Navy — and it was. A Russian minesweeper 
on patrol had spotted their boat.
 “We got real lucky because the Russians told us 
that no boat had ever survived being trapped among 
the icebergs.”
 They eventually reached the Russian port of Arch-
angel, but, for some odd reason, were not allowed off 
the minesweeper. 
 “We were treated real well, but we just weren’t 
allowed to get off. Then, one of our guys opened up a 
porthole and spotted a British sailor walking on the pier. 
He shouted to him that we were survivors of a convoy 
and needed help. That did the trick. Within 20 minutes, 
some American Navy offi cers showed up and got us off 
the boat.”
 Floyd’s ordeal, however, was not over.
 The papers back in the States had reported that all 
vessels in the convoy had been lost at sea. His mother 
believed Paul had gone down with his ship.
 “I had to try and get a message to her, but com-
munication wasn’t easy in those days and it had to be 
sent by the Russians to the American Red Cross. I could 
only hope she got my message that I was alive and 
safe.”
 In addition, the Russians were a bit short on food.
 “We had to spend seven weeks there and their 
people were starving. We got black bread and rice and 
sometimes a soup with some fi sh. Eventually, we got 
about 70 survivors from that convoy gathered in Arch-
angel. The rest never made it, so I give thanks every 
day for this miracle.”
 As if to complete the miracle, the U.S.S. Tusca-
loosa, a battle cruiser assigned to the Atlantic Fleet, 
sailed into Archangel one day to pick up Floyd and the 
other survivors.
 “A miracle. We got on board and had some real 
American chow. Once on board, I was able to send a 
message to my mom.”

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

 The Tuscaloosa took the men to Scotland, where 
they had to wait another month for an empty troop ship 
heading back to the States.
 “I got back to New York in late 1942. We all had to 
have physicals after our ordeal. I was not in good shape. 
I had bad feet and had been starving. The doctors took 
one look at me, listened to my heart, and told me not 
to go back on duty, so I was given a medical discharge. 
For me, the war was over.”
  At that time, the Merchant Marine was not con-
sidered an “armed service,” so Floyd was not given 
a disability pension. Some 30 years after the war, the 
merchant marine was fi nally designated by Congress 
as an arm of the military during WWII.
  Considering all that hazards that the mariners faced 
and that so many lost their lives, Floyd wonders why 
even today there is some resentment among Naval vet-
erans toward the Merchant Marine.
 “I’ve seen letters written that say the merchant 
marine was nothing but guys looking to avoid mili-
tary duty and looking for an easy way to fi ght the war. 
That’s a lot of bunk and just not true. When the Ger-
mans attack you with dive bombers and torpedo your 
ship and it explodes and sinks and most of your crew 
dies, I think they call that combat.”
 After his medical discharge, Floyd went back to 
Bridgeport to work for the armament company. He 
met his wife Marie in New Haven and was married in 
1945.
 He worked in the boating industry for a few years, 
then moved to New Jersey and went into business with 
his father, selling and repairing lawn mowers. The busi-
ness thrived and Floyd eventually built a large building 
to house the staff and equipment.
 When he sold the business, he stayed in the repair 
and construction industry for many years.
 He and Marie fi rst came to Anna Maria Island in 
1982 to visit their daughter, Kathy Shaefer, who had 
moved to the Island a few years earlier.
 “We kept coming back every year. Finally, in 2001, 
we decided to move permanently,” said Floyd. They 
still have a daughter in New Jersey and have 10 grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.
 “I have no regrets about my service. I wanted to do 
something for my country and I got to do it. I wasn’t a 
hero, I was just doing my part. The heroes, they’re the 
ones who didn’t come back.
 “I’m just grateful to God every day for getting me 
through. I’m 85 years old and I don’t ever regret joining 
the Merchant Marine. I’d do it all over again if I had 
to.”

 “The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Gen-
eration” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton 
and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in 
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, 
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War II 
or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. Please 
call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.
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3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

WWe’vvee ggoonee wwirreeleess!  EEnjjoyy a

 

freee  wwirrellesss inntteernneet coonneecttioon
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early dinner*
 ahi tuna appetizer, 10

hearts of palm salad, 8
 tomato, greens 
 and fresh citrus vinaigrette

dinner-size Caesar, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

chicken cordon bleu, 16
 with house salad

mussels in wine-garlic-dijon, 13

pasta alfredo, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

sirloin strip steak, 14
 CREEKSTONE FARMS 10-OZ
 with house salad, 
béarnaise

strip steak sandwich, 14
 CREEKSTONE FARMS
 with garnish, béarnaise

grouper sandwich, 14
 grilled, blackened, 
 pan-seared or 
 breaded-sauteed

big burger on French bread, 12
 with gorgonzola, american
 or swiss cheeses, 14

bread basket, 3 

and for kids (anytime)...
french hot dog, 8
chicken strips, 10
cheese&mac, 7

* seated by 6:30 
5406 Marina Drive

 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD APRIL 16 - APRIL 22

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER 1.75 

LTR
$1499

Black Velvet Canadian 
Whiskey

$1899 
Kahlua

LTR

ooh la 
la

JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH FRI. SAT. & SUN. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/Friday 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Mon 7:30am-3pm • Tues - Sun 7:30am-9pm

770
994999 1-7

MMMMMMMMMMooonn 7777:::33333330000am-

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Iron Skillet Café 

Sunday Brunch: Crab Benedict, 
Seafood Omelette, Mimosas

New Hours! 
Now Open Sunday nights for dinner and 

Mondays for breakfast and lunch! 
Open Monday 7:30am-3pm 

Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-9pm

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

A
Just 

visiting
paradise?

Wednesday, April 23
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 

holds a business card exchange at the Anna Maria Island Historical Society 
museum and park, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1541.

Thursday, April 24
11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber 

of Commerce holds a lunch at Flemings Prime Steakhouse, 2001 Siesta 
Drive, Sarasota. Fee. Information: 941-383-2466.

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. — Island-owned Mixon’s in the Grove, 2712 26th Ave. 
E., Bradenton, hosts a 1960s party. Information: 941-730-9805.

Friday, April 25
11 a.m. — A ribbon-cutting ceremony on the Palma Sola Scenic High-

way is the fi rst of several National Arbor Day celebrations. 
Noon — The city of Anna Maria celebrates Arbor Day with a tree plant-

ing on North Bay Boulevard across from Bayfront Park.
 2 p.m. — The city of Holmes Beach celebrates Arbor Day with a tree 
planting at the canal ending between 75th and 77th streets.
 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
presents a concert at the corner of Pine Avenue and Bay Boulevard in Anna 
Maria. 

8 p.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival’s DeSoto Ball takes place at 
the Bradenton Municipal Auditorium, 1005 Barcarrotta Blvd., Bradenton. Fee. 

Information: 941-747-7953.

Saturday, April 26
6:15 a.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival’s 5K Run takes place on 

Manatee Avenue in Bradenton. Fee. Information: 941-747-7953.
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. — The Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association 

hosts the Bridge Street Market in Bradenton Beach.
8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 

meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The speaker 
is David Miner regarding the “school board crisis.” Information: 941-795-
8697.

9 a.m. — The third annual Parade of Ponds Water Garden Tour takes 
place in the area, including at several locations on Anna Maria Island. Fee. 
Information: 941-752-7663.

6 p.m. — Pelican Pete’s, 12012 Cortez Road, hosts a benefi t for the 
Florida Center for Child and Family Development. Information: 941-792-
4822.

6:30 p.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival’s Grand Parade and After-
Parade Party takes place in downtown Bradenton, The parade travels west 
on Ninth Avenue, north on 39th Street West to Manatee Avenue, then east 
toward downtown and Ninth Street West. The after-party takes place at the 
Bradenton Municipal Auditorium, 1005 Barcarrota Blvd., Bradenton. Informa-
tion: 941-747-7953.

Monday, April 28
5:30 p.m. — A Visit Florida seminar organized by the Anna Maria Island 

Chamber of Commerce takes place at Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1541.

Tuesday, April 29
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and 

a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 
Beach. District Rotary offi cials are scheduled to speak. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1880.

Wednesday, April 30
8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of 

Commerce holds a breakfast meeting at its offi ces, 6960 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key. Fee. Information: 941-383-2466.

Ongoing: 
 • In April, Cortez artist Cecy Richardson is the artist of the month at the 
Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The gallery is open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For more information, call 941-
792-1039.
 • Through April 30, the Ortygia Restaurant, 1418 13th St. W., show-
cases the paintings of Island artist Lolly Owen’s “All that Jazz” series of work. 
Information: 941-744-1333.
 • Throughout April, the Studio at Gulf and Pine presents Linda Chap-
man’s “Fur and Feathers in Fine Art.” The Studio is at 10101 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-1906.
 • The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island features the work of Karen 
Cunningham in April at the Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6694
 • The Anna Maria Island Art League celebrates the “Landscapes of 
the Island” through May 1 at its gallery, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. 

Information: 941-778-2099
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the month at 
the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Fee. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • On Fridays at 6:30 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, hosts a free movie night in the gym. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1908.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. Information: 941-778-1908 
or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Informa-
tion: 941-794-3489.

Coming up:
• On May 8, “The Long Weekend” opens at the Island Players theater at 

Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria. The play continues Tuesdays through Sundays 
through May 18. Information: 941-778-6878.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents the 14th annual 
Manatee High Exhibit, beginning with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit continues through May 28. Infor-
mation: 941-778-2099.
 • On May 10, the Anna Maria Island Privateers host the annual Whitey 
Horton Memorial Golf Tournament, barbecue and awards banquet at River 
Run Golf Links, 1801 27th St. E., Bradenton. Information: 941-812-1412.
 • May 11 is Mother’s Day. Don’t forget.

Save the date:
 • On May 17, the Anna Maria Island Privateers host Snooks Adams 
Kids Day at Bayfront Park in Anna Maria.
 • On May 25, the Bridge Street Merchants Association hosts a Memorial 
Day celebration on Bridge Street. Information: 941-720-3317 or visit www.
hbsma.com.
 • May 26 is Memorial Day.
 • On May 31 and June 1, the Anna Maria Island Relay for Life benefi ting 
the local American Cancer Society takes place at Coquina Beach. Registra-
tion is under way. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On June 1, the 2008 hurricane season begins. Be prepared.

Road to reading
The book fair rolled into Anna Maria Elementary this 
week and will be open to the public from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 23. In addition to a selection of 
children, teen and adult books, the fair spotlights two 
local authors, Lucinda Hathaway and Annie Shurina, 
who will both be signing books in the media center 
Wednesday evening. Islander Photo: Diana Bogan
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GOLF LINKS 
April

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Apr 23 3:35 1.3 6:20 1.2 1:05 2.5 9:04 -0.3
 Apr 24 *1:41 2.5 *9:54 -0.2  — — — —
 Apr 25 *2:22 2.4 *10:51 -0.1 — — — —
 Apr 26 *3:11 2.3 *11:53 -0.1 — — — —
 Apr 27 *4:13 2.2 — — — — — —
3rd Apr 28 *5:36 2.0 12:55 0.0 — — — —
 Apr 29 9:31 1.5 1:49 0.0 7:14 1.9 1:30 1.3
 Apr 30 9:40 1.7 2:36 0.1 8:45 1.8 2:52 1.0

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

Number stories mount, plus some manatee lacks
 Counting things appears to confound even the best 
researchers and environmental regulators.
 Take grouper, red and perhaps eventually gag, as 
an example, for the counting issue.
 Red grouper catches reached huge levels a few 
years ago. It was as if the fi sh were just jumping in the 
boats of fi shers, and the catch reached incredible totals. 
“Unsustainable fi shing pressure” is the way Stephen 
Nohlgren of the St. Petersburg Times put it, just before 
fi shery regulators decided to cut back on catches, citing 
overfi shing. 
 What happened was fi sh regulators looked at the 
catch in the fi shery and said, in essence, “Whoa! Over-
fi shing is going on, the poundage of the catch is too 
great, and we need to look at this.”
 So state and federal fi shery folks did indeed look at 
the fi sh-catch matter and decided that there was some 
concern regarding potential overfi shing. Red grouper 
landings were limited, both for commercial and recre-
ation folks. 
 Gag grouper landing restrictions have also been 
proposed, but postponed to date.
 And then science caught up with regulators.
 Science has called it a baby boom of grouper of 
late. There have been lots of grouper caught because 
there were a lot of grouper to be caught. It’s not a deci-
mation of the fi shery by too many anglers going after 
too many fi sh, but a factor of a whole lot of fi sh out 
there to be caught.
 Restrictions may be unneeded. 
 As the St. Petersburg Times reporter put it, fi sh 
counts are unprecedented in numbers.
 Cause for the grouper baby boom? Perhaps that 
nasty red tide bloom in 2005, which as one diver and 
fisher put it, caused trout and snook to die but left 
baby gags to fl ourish since nothing was out there to 
eat them.
 Gags spawn offshore, and the little guys and gals 
eventually make their way to estuaries like Anna Maria 
Sound and Sarasota Bay, where they grow up and then 
eventually go back offshore. As part of the food chain, 
they are eaten by other critters but, if there aren’t any 
other critters to eat them and their food sources are 
good, there are a lot of them to move around and make 
more little grouper in a few years. 
 Remember in 2006 how huge the shrimp got in our 
bays? Most locals say the cause was that many other 
critters were killed off in the red tide bloom and shrimp 
were allowed to fl ourish.
 As a biologist from FMRI put it regarding grouper, 
“There’s no two ways about it. This is a strong showing. 
It’s consistent with the little gag grouper everybody is 
catching in the bay. Last year, we probably had a very 
good spawn. The fi shery is about to explode.”
 Let’s go fi shing.

Count II
 Manatee census numbers won’t be provided this 
year. There is an argument that the cause is global 
warming.
 Counting manatees has been going on in Florida 
since 1991. Scientists take to the air and boats to deter-
mine a calculated estimate of the number of one of our 
favorite marine mammals in our coastal waters. 

 But this year was a bit different. It seems that the 
best way to count is when the skies are clear and tem-
peratures are in the 50s. There also has to be about three 
days of such weather for a census.
 Didn’t happen for 2008.
 The manatee census is pretty much a guestimate 
of how many sea cows are out there anyway. Sure, 
some folks point to the big numbers for whatever their 
political reasons, and others point to the smaller num-
bers for other political reasons, but overall numbers are 
somewhere at about 3,700.
 It’s still too few for the critters. 
 We’re a bit early for the migration from for their 
haunts around the power plant outfl ows and warm-
water springs to our north, but for all you boaters out 
there, please be careful this summer and watch out for 
manatees.
 Best ways to avoid those awful manatee-boat inter-
actions: go slow and wear polarized sunglasses to see 
the gentle creatures as they creep through the water.

Uh, duh?
 Back many, many years ago when I was a Little 
Roat, I agreed to go canoeing with a bunch of friends 
on the Flint River in Georgia. It was pretty much the 
trip from hell.
 Weather in Florida at the time was balmy. 
 Weather in Georgia was chilly. Really chilly. So 
cold that while trying to keep warm, I set my shoes on 
fi re at the campfi re. I also made new friends in the tents 
that night, which wasn’t such a bad thing.
 And then there was the fi nal course of the river run, 
which we were told had only cost three people their 
lives in the last year or so through the category-three 
rapids. Did I mention that we went through that at dusk? 
Dark? 
 So in an effort to avoid such stupid adventures, the 
U.S. Coast Guard is urging canoeists and kayakers to 
be a bit more careful out on the water. 
 There have been a lot of problems of late from 
people on little vessels, most of whom must believe no 
training is required. No one has died, but it apparently 
isn’t from lack of trying. 
 Check weather conditions before you go out. I 
remember a wonderful, but somewhat frightening 
canoe trip in Sarasota Bay when the fog closed in to 
the point that I could barely see my companion in the 
bow of the vessel. Bad move.
 And here’s a good point from the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary: “Paddle craft operators are encouraged to 
get a free vessel safety check (yes, paddle craft are 
considered vessels, too, and are required by federal law 
to maintain specifi c safety equipment onboard).” 

 To have your canoe or kayak check, call Flotilla 81 
at 941-758-5500. 
 And here’s a warning from the auxiliary. “As the 
number of people turning to manual-powered craft or 
paddle craft increases, so does the risk for novice or 
unprepared operators getting themselves into trouble,” 
the group says. “Three knots is the average speed for a 
kayaker. In the wrong place, where a river narrows or 
underwater features force waters to speed up or create 
towering waves, experience and preparedness, not 
muscle power, are what matter. The prepared kayaker 
will have a boat appropriate for the task, be wearing 
protective clothing and a lifejacket, be carrying safety 
and communication equipment, have the skills to re-
enter and roll, and use good judgment tempered with 
an appraisal of objective and subjective factors. The 
experienced paddler should also be in the company of 
one or more people equally versed in reading the water 
and self-rescue. A completed fl oat plan will also prepare 
those at home for an emergency.”
 Good advise. 

Sandscript factoid
 China is counting on competing with the weather 
during the summer Olympic games in Beijing this 
year.
 According to the Associated Press, Olympic offi -
cials and scientists say they will be able to either cause 
or cease rain during the ceremonies. The “cause” part 
is to drop the smog; the “cease” is to keep the outdoor 
activities going.
 Apparently the Chinese government spends some-
thing like $100 million a year and has 50,000 people 
employed to deal with weather-management. 
 As the AP report states, “If rain threatens the open-
ing or closing ceremony, Beijing offi cials say they will 
set up several banks of rocket launchers outside the city 
to seed threatening clouds and cause them to release the 
rain before it reaches the capital. China’s cloud-seeding 
weapons include 6,781 artillery guns and 4,110 rocket 
launchers.”
 Now for the important question: Can we count on 
China to come to our aid to bomb Hurricane Brillo 
before it comes ashore on Anna Maria Island?

Privateers tourney set 
for May 10

 Think par and pirates.
 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will hold its 
annual Whitey Horton Memorial Golf Tournament 
on Saturday, May 10, at River Run Golf Links, 
1801 27th St. E., Bradenton.
 As the Privateers prepare for the tournament, 
the non-profit group is encouraging golfers to 
sign up and sponsors and donors to contribute to a 
raffl e to help the Whitey Horton Memorial Student 
Scholarship. The fund was established as a memo-
rial to a longtime member of the Privateers.
 For more information about the tournament or 
sponsorships, call 941-812-1412.
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5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

INSHORE 
SPORTFISHING 
CHARTER BOAT

Anna Maria Island • Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips

Custom Trips Available

778-9712

Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters
SINCE 1992

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 

to subscribe. You’ll get 
ALL the best news, 

delivered by the mailman 
every week. Visit us at 

5404 Marina Drive, 
Island Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

Just visiting
paradise?

Flounder start to show, both big, big-time
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Flounder catches are usually more abundant during 
the summer and fall fi shery, but anglers are catching 
big fl atties this spring.
 I put a charter onto a 21-inch fl ounder last week, 
the biggest I’ve seen in at least fi ve years.
 Other inshore action includes lots of redfi sh, trout 
and snook, but everything is a little small.
 The weather has kept offshore fi shers close to port, 
but those that were able to get offshore did well with 
grouper and snapper.

Capt. Mark Howard of Sumotime Fishing Char-
ters said the cold front last week “threw a wrench in 
fi shing. As we get warmer, snook, redfi sh and trout 
should move up into the shallow water.” He said that 
fi shing should be good this week, with big tides, and 
he expects big catches of trout and fl ounder. 
 Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait and 
Tackle in Cortez said the weather kept him in the back-
waters, but he put his charters onto big trout, redfi sh 
and fl ounder.

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach echoed the reports of 
offshore fi shing: not very good. Inshore angling was 
good for big trout, though, plus redfi sh everywhere, 
but small. Reds are running 18 to 23 inches in size, Bill 
said, adding that there are also a few sheepies remains, 
plus some big fl ounder to be caught.
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said he’s seeing 
“tons of bait” around the pier. There are lots of blue run-

ners being caught, plus mackerel, jack and small snook, 
as well as some lingering sheepshead. The cold front 
chilled fi shing last week, he added, but he expected 
things to pick up this week. 

Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
anglers there have been catching mackerel, sheepshead, 
mangrove snapper and some snook at night. 

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
he’s hearing good reports of snook coming in, plus lots 
of mangrove snapper from the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
area in Tampa Bay.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports are of small red-
fi sh and a few trout from Terra Ceia and Miguel bays. 

Capt. Rick Gross on Fishy Business out of Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said he’s been putting his 
charters onto lots of snook, plus redfi sh and trout. 

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said he’s fi nding fi shing to be great offshore 
of Anna Maria Island. “After a week of windy weather, 
it calmed down and the fi shing was on once again,” 
he said. “We are catching red grouper, gag grouper, 
scamp, lots of snapper, big permit, sharks, barracuda, 
amberjack, porgys, triggerfi sh, kingfi sh and Spanish 
mackerel. A highlight of the week came on April 12, 
when my 15-year-old cousin Thomas caught his fi rst 
kingfi sh, a 55-pounder, off Egmont Key. The kicker to 
this story is that the fi sh was caught during a kingfi sh 

tournament, and Thomas would have won had he been 
entered in the competition.

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said the cold front and a drop in 
water temperatures made both bait netting and fi sh catch-
ing a real dicey affair compared to the pretty hot action 
before the front. “After the Gulf calmed down post-front, 
my charters had limited action with Spanish mackerel, 
bluefi sh and cobia. The big catch was numerous gag 
grouper on just about every piece of hard bottom.” While 
Capt. Zach’s inshore action suffered from the cold, he 
managed to struggle a few reds, trout and snook to the 
boat. Top catches went to Chuck Shuler of Michigan, 
who landed a 27-inch trout Friday, and Gary Shugart of 
Pennsylvania, who bested a 30-inch snook Saturday.
 On my boat Magic, we’ve been catching redfi sh 
to 23 inches, trout to 23 inches and a whopper 21-inch 
fl ounder.
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

The girl can fi sh
JoAnn Fumerelle of Holmes Beach caught this whop-
per 60-pound carbo grouper while fi shing in about 
170 feet of water with fi ance Capt. Anthony Manali 
offshore of Anna Maria Island.

Nick Wyatt of Anna Maria caught this pair of “smoker” kingfi sh while trolling with a rod and reel in his kayak 
off the Manatee Public Beach shore.
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(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

63 TIDY ISLAND BLVD, BRADENTON  
3BR/2.5BA townhouse, 3,218 sf, 
den, fi replace, wet bar, Italian Lube 
kitchen and 24-hr guard gate.

$775,000.  ML#571895
REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 
or e-mail 
piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna 
Maria Island. $265,000.

PERICO BAY CLUBKEY ROYALE
I m m a c u l a t e ,  u p d a t e d 
3BR/3BA home on deep water 
canal. New dock with 5000 
lb. boat lift.  Heated pool. 
Storm shutters. New roof, 
plumbing, electric, windows, 
d o o r s  a n d  a p p l i a n c e s . 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  
$850,000.

Extra-inning loss ends Island juniors short win streak

Former 
Islander 

Paul Arnold 
poses with 

his favorite 
newspaper 
April 5, in 

Charles-
ton, S.C., 

where he in 
the Cooper 

River Bridge 
Run 10k, his 
100th race, 
He fi nished 
with a time 

of 58:13. 

Blake Wilson has allowed only two hits in his last two 
mound outings for the resurgent Islanders Juniors 
baseball team. Islander Photo: Kevin Cassidy

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The Islanders Junior League baseball team came 
into its April 19 game against Ozark, Peron & Nelson 
at Birdie Tebbetts Field in Holmes Beach riding a two-
game winning streak. Ozark Peron & Nelson, a Manatee 
American League team came in boasting an impressive 
9-1 record and an earlier 20-to-something (not much) 
victory over the Islanders, so something had to give.
 Islanders starting-pitcher Blake Wilson recorded 
two quick outs via ground ball to start the game, but 
walked Ozark catcher Ryan Bazzy. Bazzy stole second 
base and scored when Ryan Lombardo’s ground ball 
was booted for an error, giving Ozark an early 1-0 lead. 
Wilson escaped further damage when he induced Jake 
Evans to ground out to Matt Bauer at short.
 The Islanders wasted little time tying the score as 
lead-off man Ryan Guerin blooped a single to right and 
quickly stole second and third. With one out and Troy 
Kozewski at the plate, Guerin raced home with the tying 
run on a passed ball. Kozewski then got plunked with a 
pitch, but Wilson and Daniel Pimental both grounded 
out to end the inning.
 Wilson and his mound counterpart, Evans, made 
quick work in the second inning, but Evans experi-
enced some diffi culty in the bottom of the third. Guerin 
walked and Glen Bower got hit by a pitch, putting run-
ners on fi rst and second with one out. Lombardo came 
on and replaced Evans on the mound and promptly 
gave up an RBI double to Kozewski that scored Guerin 
and sent Bower to third. Wilson then blooped a single 
to right to score Bower and move Kozewski to third. 
Pimental got plunked to load the bases for Bauer, who 
hit a blooper behind third that Ozark shortstop Evans 
couldn’t hold onto to score Kozewski for a 4-1 lead.
 Trevor Bystrom bunted the ball on an attempted 
safety squeeze and Wilson came racing up the third-
base line toward home when he unexplicably stopped 
running. He then attempted to dive home head fi rst and 
was tagged out by Ozark catcher Bazzy. Wilson’s right 
hand was cut by Bazzy’s spike and Bystrom struck out 
to end the inning.
 Due to the cut, Wilson was unable to resume pitch-
ing and was replaced by Kozewski on the mound, who 
next walked Bazzy on four pitches. Bazzy moved to 
second on a pick-off attempt. Lombardo plated Bazzy 
with a double down the left-fi eld line and moved to 
third on a bloop single by Evans.
 The Islanders caught a break when Bystrom made 
a diving catch on a sinking line drive off the bat of 
Nick Fabre that turned into a double play. Lombardo 
then scooted home on a passed ball to pull to within 
one run at 4-3. Kyle Green reached on an error in front 
of Shane Hooker and Danny Harrington, who each 
walked. Wilson reentered the game with the ring fi nger 

on his pitching hand taped up and promptly induced a 
popup to the mound to end the inning.
 The Islanders added a run in the bottom of the 
fourth when Patrick Edwards walked and scored from 
fi rst on Chris Pate’s bunt attempt, which was popped up 
and dropped for an error. Bazzy’s ensuing throw went 
into the right-fi eld corner, sending Pate to third, but 
Lombardo struck out Christian Hightower and Koze-
wski to end the inning with the Islanders leading 5-3.
 Ozark, Peron & Nelson retook the lead in the top of 
the sixth. Bazzy reached on a one-out, infi eld single and 
Lombardo walked. A stolen base and a passed ball put 
runners on second and third with Evans at the plate. Evans 
hit a grounder to short, but a throwing error allowed Bazzy 
to score and sent Lombardo to third. Evans stole second 
and Fabre grounded out to third, scoring Lombardo to tie 
the score at 5-5. A popup to second was dropped, scor-
ing Evans with the lead run before Wilson got out of the 
inning when he got Hooker to ground out to Guerin at 
third with the Islanders trailing 6-5.
 The Islanders tied the score at 6-6 in the bottom of 
the sixth inning when Guerin reached second when his 

long fl y ball to center was dropped for an error. Guerin 
stole third and scored when Kozewski grounded out.
 Ozark retook the lead without a hit in the top of the 
seventh. Bazzy again walked and quickly stole second 
base. A groundout by Evans moved Bazzy to third where 
he scored on a passed ball for a 7-6 Ozark lead.
 The Islanders’ hopes didn’t look good when Pimen-
tal and Bauer popped out, but Bystrom raked a two-out 
double over the left fi elder’s head to give the Island 
faithful some hope. They were rewarded when Zach 
Even fouled off several pitches with two strikes in the 
count before lining a clutch single to right fi eld to score 
Bystrom with the tying run.
 Green reached fi rst safely when his grounder to 
third was thrown in the dirt and Hooker reached base 
on a bloop single to left. New pitcher Bystrom struck 
out the next two hitters, but walked Ozark and Bazzy to 
score Green with the go-ahead run. An errant pick-off 
attempt worked out when Guerin threw out Hooker at 
home to end the inning.
 Unfortunately, the Islanders went down in order in 
the bottom of the eighth to end the game on the short 
end of an 8-7 score.
 The loss ended a two-game winning streak that 
was started when Blake Wilson threw a complete-
game, one-hit shutout against Palmetto. Wilson struck 
out eight to out-duel former Islander Wyatt Easterling, 
who allowed only two hits over six innings to take the 
hard-luck loss for Palmetto.
 The Islanders scored the lone run of the game in 
the fi rst when Guerin tripled and scored on an RBI 
groundout by Wilson. Patrick Edwards got the only 
other hit on the day for the Islanders.
 Their second straight victory came against Quality 
Cleaners on April 16. The Cleaners were one run from 
earning a 10-run mercy-rule victory, but the Islanders 
scored three runs in the fi fth to stay alive before rallying 
for eight runs in the pivotal sixth inning to take the lead 
for good. They went on to win 20-19 behind lead-off 
man Guerin, who doubled, tripled and scored four runs 
to lead the Islanders, which also received two hits and 
two runs apiece from Daniel Pimental and Matt Bauer. 
Glen Bower added a single and three runs scored for 
the Islanders. Trevor Bystrom earned the pitching win 
with three innings of three-hit ball.
  

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, two-
best-balls-of-foursome game — April 16 that saw the 
team of James Atkinson, Dick Grimme, Chris Collins 
and Bob Kelly fi re a 17-under-par 111 to claim fi rst place 
for the day. Second place went to the team of Dan Hayes, 
Bob Gallagher, Don LaTorre and Bob Dickinson with a 
112. The team of Bob Jorgensen, John Driscoll and Paul 
Keys took home third place with a score of 114.
 The weekly nine-hole game on April 14 was also 
a two-best-balls-of-foursome game. The team of Bob 
King, Jon Lindwall, Pat Hibbs and Dave Kruger carded 
a 13-under-par 51 to earn the day’s bragging rights. 
There was a two-way tie for second as the team of 
Gordon McKinna, Fred Meyer, Jim Finn and Chet 
Hutton matched the 10-under 54 of Hugh Holmes, 
Dick Eichorn and Pete Weir. Third place went to John 
Heiselman, Ed Havlik, Gary Harris and Bob Sayles 
with a 55.
 The weekly coed matchup on April 11 was a two-
best-balls-of-foursome game as well. The team of Joy 
Nellis, Joyce Brown, Tom Warda and Jim Finn carded a 
9-under 55 to edge the team of Nell Bergstrom, Frankie 
Smith-Williams, Hal Sears and Matt Behan at 57.

Horseshoe news
 Four teams advanced from pool play with undefeated 
records to vie for the day’s bragging rights at the April 
16 horseshoe competition at the Anna Maria City Hall 

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, PAGE 29
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 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Kathy Caserta 
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(941) 778-6696 Offi ce 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 704-2023 Cell

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
 ITEMS FOR SALE

APRIL LIQUIDATION OF “JH” booth at Essence of 
Time. 50 percent off all except jewelry, 20 percent 
off. Offers considered. 5306 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-9396.

STORE FIXTURES Glass showcases, shelves, 
clothing racks, free-standing racks, etc. 941-795-
1115. Leave message.

ERIC CLAPTON CONCERT, four tickets in section 
10 at the Ford Amphitheatre, May 3. $790.

ECHO GRASS TRIMER, like new, used twice. $125. 
Call 941-383-2649.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102. 

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

STEFF’S STUFF, ANTIQUES and treasures, Jew-
elry, vintage clothing, crystal, china and more. 
6828 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. 941-383-
1901.

GARAGE SALE: 8 a.m.-3 p.m Saturday, April 24. 
Furniture, tools, antiques, etc. 609 Foxworth Lane, 
Holmes Beach.

YARD SALE: 8 a.m. Saturday, April 24. Dishes, 
clothes, dolls, cabinets, portable electric sewing 
machine (used twice), ladies hats, battery-operated 
wall clock and many more items. 7400-B Holmes 
Blvd., Holmes Beach.

MOVING SALE: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday, Sunday, 
April 24-27. All rooms and more. 523 75 St., Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-2767.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: PRIVATEER-STYLE hat. Purple, black 
and white feathers. Black Cavalier hat. Found in 
Anna Maria. Can be picked up at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

FOUND: PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES on 
beach around 72nd Street. Metal frame and strong 
prescription lenses. Call 941-779-9101.

LOST SMALL PINK address book. Last seen Tues-
day, April 1. Reward. 941-779-0717.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

ALL FUR LUV Mobile dog grooming. Our shop on 
wheels comes to you. 15 years experience. Call 
Juli, 941-896-5633.

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

PERFECT CAR FOR the Island. One owner, well 
cared for, 2000 Lexus ES300. $6,000. Call 941-730-
0496.

BOATS & BOATING

20-FOOT BAY/flats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke 
Yamaha with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-
0065.

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfish, Laser, 
Zuma, and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

BAYLINER 2655 CIERA weekender fisherman. 
Merccruiser, V8. Only 290 hours, aluminum trailer, 
$14,000. 941-356-1456.

BOAT LIFT: FOR rent norh end Anna Maria. Easy 
access to bay and Gulf. $350/month. 941-778-
2778.

BOAT SLIP, DEEP water, Holmes Beach. $150/
month. 941-778-3439.

WANTED: BOAT SLIP with lift for 21-foot/4,500 
pound deck boat. On Holmes Beach/Anna Maria. 
Not to exceed $150/month. Call 352-262-5813.

IMMACULATE TOURING KAYAK, Sealoution. 11 by 
5, blue, rudder, single cockpit, 14-foot 6-inches, 55 
pounds, paddle, skirt, cover and roof cradles. $800. 
Call before May 1. 941-761-7502.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

CHURCH ON ANNA Maria Island seeks an expe-
rienced, take-charge individual. 2-5 years experi-
ence in general maintenance is required, including 
painting, repairs, cleanup of grounds, etc. Outstand-
ing benefi ts package. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Background check and fi ngerprinting 
required. Please send resume to P.O. Box 1036, 
Holmes Beach FL 34217.

HELP WANTED Continued

SEEKING FULL-TIME property manager for small 
resort on island. Position available late May 2008. 
Interviewing candidates at this time. Computer skills 
required. Quick Books a plus! Fax resume to 941-
778-1645 or mail@annamariabeachcottages.com.

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED for local area motel. 
Immediate openings. 941-778-2780.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought at Ooh La La! 
Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 p.m., 5406 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

RED CROSS CERTIFIED baby/pet sitter. Many 
Island references. Island resident for 13 years. 
Hilary, 941-778-5181.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.
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Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Investor’s Opportunity! 3BR/2BA 
West Bradenton. Room4Boat/RV. 

Apply TLC and rent! 
$169,900

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2-3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $169,312.

Mariner’s Cove Irreplaceable Full 
Bay Views. 35’ boatslip. 2,208sf 

Tastefully Updated 3BR/2BA Turnkey! 
$643,401

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $239,000.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 
2BR/2BA, two-car garage, updated. $185,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. Pristine Palma Sola. 2,875 sf 
living area. Many extras. $699,000. 

HERON’S WATCH 10 Min. to beachs. 3/2, 2 car garage. 4.5 yrs old. fenced, 
room for pool.  $269,000.

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance at great rates. Liability and workers 
compensation insurance. Member of Better Busi-
ness Bureau. Many island references. Please call 
941-778-2335.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residen-
tial and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-
9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

SERVICES Continued

HOUSE CLEANING BY Laura. Excellent refer-
ences. Monday-Friday. 941-539-6891.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Professional, 
friendly cleaning since 1999. 941-778-7770. Leave 
message.

CAREGIVER/COMPANION, HELP with all your 
daily living needs. 15-years experience and refer-
ences. Janet, 941-758-7519.

ANGELS CLEANING, WEEKLY and biweekly clean-
ing. Free quotes. Call Marsha at 727-1349. Leave 
message.

HOME DAY CARE, 10 years experience. Ideal loca-
tion near Blake Medical Center. Loving setting, ref-
erences. 941-792-8750.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs 
covered! Print work: logos brochures, brand iden-
tity. Web design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon 
at Smashcat Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-
0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

Computer got you down?  Got a virus, need wireless 
setup? Need help, call JC, 941-484-7487.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

SERVICES Continued

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, 
reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

METRO DOOR SHOP: fiberglass, steel, wood 
designer inserts, hardware, sales, service, parts 
and repair. 941-758-5828.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

PROFESSIONAL MAID SERVICE. Your work, your 
way! 30 years experience. References. Call Barb, 
941-792-1381.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports), 
errands, organization and bill paying, companion-
ship, petsitting, and other personalized assistance. 
My car or yours. Excellent local references. Hourly 
rates. Ellen, 941-896-7902 or SYLVESTER’S TREE 
SERVICE “help” ease traffi c, call us now for large 
and small removals, trimming and stump grinding 
before hurricane season and bridge work begins. 
Licensed and insured. Don, 941-545-0160, or Brad, 
941-730-0001.

FREE HOUSESITTER/PETSITTER, etc. Retired 
Christian couple available anytime. Excellent local, 
repeat references. 770-832-7319 ewingwt@earth-
link.net.

HAUL ANYTHING: RELOCATE cars, equipment, 
anything. Industrial, residential, commercial insured. 
Free estimates, 941-778-5910, leave message.
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pits. The team of Ron Pepka and Adin Shank outlasted 
John Crawford and Rod Bussey by a 23-19 score.
 The April 12 games saw five teams advance 
out of pool play. The team of Norm Good and Art 
Kingstad defeated John Johnson and Karl Thomas 
25-10, while Ron Pepka and Hank Huyghe defeated 
Tom Skoloda and Herb Puryear 23-14. Pepka and 
Huyghe then defeated Jennifer Rhodes and John 
Crawford 24-5 to advance to the finals where they 
overcame the team of Good and Kingstad 23-17 in 
the finals.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

AMI Little League schedule

AMICC Flag Football schedule

Tarnished trophy
A winter-long competition ended 
recently and the Slightly Tar-
nished Golf Award was pre-
sented to champion June Heck-
ard during a dinner celebration 
at Shells Seafood Restaurant in 
Holmes Beach. Heckard, left, 
is pictured with fi rst runner-up 
Don Wahls and Helen Wahls, 
both of Anna Maria. 

Juniors
7 p.m. April 28 Islanders vs. Ozark @ Bray Park
10 a.m. May 3 JR3 vs. Islanders 
   @ Birdie Tebbetts 
7 p.m. May 6 Islanders vs. J R 6 Nelson 
   @ Bray Park
Majors
7:30 p.m. April 24 Islanders vs. Trident @ Bray Park
7:30 p.m. April 28 American Car Care 
   vs. Islanders @ AMICC
Minors
6:30 p.m. April 24 Wood Dock vs. Sun @ AMICC
6:30 p.m. April 29 Beef O’Brady’s vs. Sun @
   AMICC

AA
7 p.m. April 25 Florida Eye Tours vs. LPAC 
11 a.m. April 26 Florida Eye Tours vs. Americo Title
T-ball
5:30 p.m. April 25 HB Auto Repair vs. Island 
   Fit ness
9:30 a.m. April 26 Morgan Stanley vs. 
   HB Auto Repair

5-7 age division
6 p.m. April 23 Dips vs. Walter 
6 p.m. April 29 Dips vs. Walter 

8-9 age division
6 p.m. April 24 Sparks vs. Ross 
6 p.m. April 28 Ross vs. LPAC 
6 p.m. April 29 Ross vs. Sparks 

10-12 age division
7 p.m. April 28 Americo vs. Mr. Bones 

13-16 age division
7 p.m. April 24 AMI Video vs. Pine Avenue
7 p.m. April 29 Animal Clinic vs. AMI Video

(all games at Birdie Tebbetts Field)

 

Chiles Group softball winners 
The Chiles Restaurant Group consisting of the Sandbar, BeachHouse and Mar Vista restaurants are the 
Manatee County Softball League champions. They fi nished out the 16-game season with 14 wins and two 
losses. Coach Joe Rogers said, “This was a fun group to coach. I am proud of the team for being the season 
winners.” Ages of players ranged from 21 to 62. Islander courtesy photo.
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar-white sand beach. Watch the stunning sunsets. 
See the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,199,000.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS Now available, several 1/2BR units, 
bayfront, pool side and other views. Some updated, phone for 
details. Park-like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On-site 
rentals. Priced $229,000 - $449,000. 941-778-2246.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT well-maintained 3BR/2BA 
canalfront residence with open fl oor plan, private setting with new 
dock, paver-brick patio and drive and excellent Island location. 
Dave Moynihan, 941-720-0089. #564733. $529,500.

DIRECT MANATEE RIVERFRONT residence with panoramic views. 
Located on the south shore of the river close to downtown and 
I-75. House on two buildable lots, over 13,500 sf each, 90-foot river 
frontage. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #563551. $745,000.

LIFE IS GOOD ... and getting better! Million $$$ renovations almost 
complete on island’s most desirable Gulffront complex. 2BR/2BA 
unit is the least expensive on market. Karen Day 941-778-2246. 
#570327. $629,000.

CAYMAN CAY  Fabulous central island location, short walk to 
pristine beach. Fully furnished 2BR/2BA with heated pool, covered 
parking, screened porch, barbecue area and extra storage. David 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #571827. $275,000.

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA residence on deep-water canal with 
short walk to beach. Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, newer 
master suite, large covered porch and 21x17 workshop. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #572802. $749,000.

LARGE LONG BOAT KEY bayfront property. Private enclave of 
Hideaway Bay. Come build your dream home. Community tennis 
courts and beach access nearby. Cathy C. Meldahl, P.A., 941-383-
5577. #380834. $1,799,000.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100 yards 
from Gulf. Beautiful street and beach access. 
Build two homes or remodel cottage and live 
in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-
2246. #573537. $849,000.

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-
style home on sailboat water. Boat lift, open 
fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith 
or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #520397. 
$929,000.

THE WORK IS DONE HERE! Newer kitchen, 
baths and air conditioner! Park-like setting, 
steps to the bayfront fi shing pier. Pool, tennis, 
workout room. SELLER IS MOTIVATED! 
Becky Smith and Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. 
#537510. $309,000.

CONTRACT PENDING

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT Panoramic 
views from this charming 2BR residence with 
southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk 
to the beach. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#566887. $1,185,000.

DIRECT GULFFRONT  Fabulous views from 
this 2BR top-fl oor unit in well maintained 
ten unit complex in quiet area of Holmes 
Beach. Pool, private beach and weekly 
rentals OK. Dave Moynihan 941-778-2246. 
#566893. $499,500.

KEY ROYALE Beautiful corner lot with large 
boat basin. Completely updated 2BR/2BA 
home with heated pool. New kitchen with 
Cherry wood cabinets and Corian countertops, 
marble fl oors. Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-
2246. #573998. $855,000.

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

Dennis Girard, Realtor, 941-809-0041

Joanne Zimmerman, Realtor, 941-228-3769

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME
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Dennis Girard RRRRRRealtor 941 809 000 41

Fractional Ownership 

Starting at

$48,000 

Chuck Weirich, a new 
member of the Anna Maria 

Island Chamber of Com-
merce, makes his introduc-
tion at an April 9 chamber 

breakfast meeting at Melin-
da’s Cafe in Holmes Beach. 
The professional trumpeter, 
disc jockey and entertainer 
also owns Classifi edEvents.

com. The next breakfast 
meeting will take place at 
the Sun House Restaurant 

in Bradenton Beach on 
Wednesday, May 14. For 

more information, call 941-
778-1541. Islander Photo: 

Nancy Ambrose

Dennis has the deal
 Real estate agent Dennis Girard is now 
handling fractional sales of units at the 
recently refurbished Beach Club of Anna 
Maria Island, 2201 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Girard was previously involved in 
the successful condominium conversion 
and sales at the Bamboo Club Resort in 
Bradenton Beach. For more information 
on the Beach Club, call him at 941-809-
0041.

Free concert at 
Mixon’s

   Mixon’s Fruit Farm on 26th Street 
East in Bradenton will host a free concert 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday, April 24, 
with “Yesterdaze” providing entertain-
ment. 
  In addition, they are also offering ball-
room dancing classes on Mondays. For 
more information on the concert and the 
dancing classes, call 941-748-5829, ext. 
280.

Thanks to 
volunteers

 As part of National Volunteer Week 
from April 27 to May 3, the Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of Commerce board of 
directors would like to thank the volun-
teers who staff the chamber’s offi ce and 
tourist information center in the Tidemark 

Fitness center expands
Mary Ann Brockman of the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce joins Island 
Physical Therapy and Beach Fitness Center representatives in celebrating the busi-
nesses expansion with a ribbon-cutting April 11. The center, 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria, recently added a chiropractor and physical therapist and trainer to the staff. 
For more information, call 941-778-0120. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose 

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Shoppes on Gulf Drive.
 Receiving a heart-felt thanks from 
board member Judy Giovanelli are Judy 
Adams, Marie Bloomsteing, Don Bot-
toms, Peggy Burch, Verdella Church, 
Marlene Catona, Betty Cole-LaPietra, 
Merritt Fineout, Mona Hageman, Marilyn 
Hayes, Joyce Hunt, Ed Kerr, Fran Kerr, 
Christy Kauss, Major Leckie, Pam Leckie, 
Nancy Lorimer, Dorothy McKinna, Dee 
Porter, Barb Rickett, Peggy Sawe, Gayle 
Schultz, Kim Simpson, Pat Standeaven, 
Clare Talbert and Camille Valley.

Clarifying 
‘Creations’

 Creations by L will be moving to 
5500 Marina Drive, one door south of its 
current location, according to owner Lois 
Manza.
 In addition, Manza said the space she 
is moving to was formerly occupied by a 
contracting company, not a hair salon. She 
also said she is not downsizing.
 For more information on Creations by 
L, call 941-779-0779.
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

NEWLY LISTED CUSTOM HOMES!
Unique home in Anna Maria’s quaint ROR 
district.  Includes 3BR/2BA, great eat-in kitchen, 
plus separate dining area, living room and spacious 
family room with French doors to  the 8 ft. by 35 ft. 
screened back porch. Custom home has nautical 
flair with beautiful beamed vaulted ceilings, 
arched doorways and features an attractive open 
deck with roped ramp to front entrance.  Secluded 
by lovely trees and landscaping with street setback 
ideal for potential of a small business if desired. 
Close walking to beach. Priced to sell $799,900.

Enjoy Island living and luxury in this 3BR/2BA 
custom home with great-room on third level 
featuring open kitchen, living room, dining area, 
den, plus spacious covered deck for outdoor 
entertaining. Master bedroom has French doors 
to a lovely deck, and the spacious master bath has 
separate tub and shower. Beautiful craftsmanship 
is evident in all rooms including crown molding, 
plantation shutters and framed windows and 
doors. Meticulous with all the amenities including 
built-in vacuum,  two air/heat systems and elevator  
from two-car garage to both living levels. Only 
450 ft. to choice beach. $1,295,000.

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile sup-
plied and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, 
reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-
3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

RAMBO A–Z handyman service. 30 years experi-
ence. Concrete, painting, drywall, etc. Call for free 
estimate. 941-376-7894. Licensed and insured.

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS. Do you wish for 
quality work for your house Free estimates. Call 
us, 941-580-3312.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.
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ANSWERS TO APRIL 23 PUZZLE

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH duplex, 2BR/2BA, 
garage, screened lanai. Quiet area. No pets. $950/
month. 941-776-1789.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex 
in Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block 
to beach. $900/month. Pets considered. 941-725-
2549.

2BR/2BA ANNUAL Bradenton Beach elevated 
duplex. Garage plus covered parking. Nonsmok-
ing, small pets considered. Close to beach. $950/
month. 480-586-4074.

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTAL with dock. Walk 
to beach, $2,200/month or $800/week. Cortez cot-
tage $900/month or $500/week. No pets, no smok-
ers. 941-794-5980. Divefi sh.com.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large duplex unit, 
2BR/2BA plus den, washer/dryer hookups, central 
air conditioner, $975/month, $1,000 security. 941-
962-5827.

CHARMING BRADENTON BEACH, 4BR/2BA, pet 
negotiable. Utilities included. Gulf views, fenced 
yard, decks, Mexican tile. $4,000 May 15-Aug. 15 
or $2,500 month. 941-778-7930 or 941-855-0444. 
Photos available. susansbrown@juno.com

RUNAWAY BAY $800/week, ground floor. 2009 
season available. Jan. 1-15, March 16-April 30. 
941-730-2935.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA redecorated. Annual, 
$750/month, furnished. Most utilities paid. Call 941-
758-9133.

WATERFRONT ON MANATEE River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $1,000/month annual. 941-795-1806.

SEASONAL: BEAUTIFUL GOUND-level single-fam-
ily home. 2BR/1BA or 3BR/2BA with living room, 
family room, washer/dryer and carport. Block to the 
beach in Anna Maria. 813-690-9762.

HOMES BEACH ANNUAL rental, 2BR/2BA, large 
utility room with washer and dryer. First, last and 
security, plus utilities. 941-779-2265.

RENTALS Continued

EXCEPTIONALLY NICE, SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA. Ele-
vated unfurnished apartment with sundeck. Cortez/
Bradenton Beach area. $1,295/month includes utili-
ties, basic cable, garage and use of laundry. 941-
761-2725.

SEASONAL: BEAUTIFUL ground-level, single-fam-
ily home. 2BR/1BA or 3BR/2BA with living room, 
family room, washer/dryer and carport in Anna 
Maria. Block to beach. 813-690-9762.

2BR MOBILE HOME on creek. 15 minutes to beach. 
$695/month, lease and deposit. 863-688-3524.

BRADENTON BEACH COTTAGE. 1BR/1BA close 
to beach. $400/weekly. Small pets considered. 941-
773-9005.

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES LIC# CBC1253145SINCE 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths • Room Additions

Jack Emory
705-0913

Ted Geeraerts
730-5045

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Say hello to 
Rosa, a 9-week-
old lab/hound 
mix female, very 
friendly and fun. 
$150. Call Julie 
at SunCoast 
Real Estate, 941-
779-0202, or the 

Manatee Humane Society, 941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER

 MANGROVE TRIMMING 

DOCK & DREDGE PERMITTING 

SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT

Call 941-722-0901 
1523 8th Ave. W., Suite B Palmetto, FL www.Ecoconsultants.net

D

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com
941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Save Your Sea Wall 
with 

INJECTEC 
Our Polyurethane Foam 
• Stabilizes Soil 
• Seals Leaks 
• Stops Gushing Water
• Prevents Erosion 
• Environmentally Friendly 

Insured 

10 Years 
Experience 

 Environment

1
EEEEEEEEx

Call for FREE 
consultation 

941.526.9425

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Full Service Lawn Care & More 
Providing Quality and Dependable Service Since 1987 

Commercial • Residential • Condominiums & 
Apartment Complexes • Shopping Centers • 

Trimming • Clean-Ups • Dumpsters
 

Free Estimates 
941-798-9025 
Fully Licensed and Insured 
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RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL BRADENTON BEACH 2BR/2BA 850 sf. 
Very nice. 2409 Ave. C, Holmes Beach. $990/month. 
Mike, 941-737-0915.

BRADENTON BEACH BRAND new duplex, block 
from beach. 3BR/3BA two-car garage, granite 
kitchen, marble baths, offi ce, eight-person Jacuzzi, 
elevator, balconies overlooking Gulf and Intrac-
oastal. Turnkey furnished, absolutely pristine, no 
pets, $2500/month annually with option to buy. Call 
Lisa, 860-601-3838.

WATERFRONT SWIMMING POOL, dock. Annual, 
$1,000/month. Call 941-779-9074.

1BR APARTMENT Avenue E., Holmes Beach. 
Completely remodeled. Steps to beach. Mature, 
professional, non-smoker. First, last and security. 
$900/month with utilities. Available May 1. 941-779-
0470.

GULFFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA. Heated pool, 
tennis, elevator. Weekly, bi-monthly, monthly. 941-
794-8877.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA, Holmes Beach, $875/month, 
washer/dryer hookup, large backyard, pets consid-
ered, quiet, close to beach. 941-795-0504.

9604 CORTEZ ROAD west, 2BR/2BA condo with 
boat slip. Less than two miles from the Island. 
Tennis, heated pool, billiards, fi tness center, game 
room. Lease or purchase. Call 941-720-3022.

NEW FURNISHED 1BR/1BA annual at Sunny 
Shores. Mile from Anna Maria Island, marina, 
on Intracoastal Waterway. $700/month. 941-224-
6521.

ANNUAL FABULOUS VIEW bayfront. 2BR/2BA 
villa, unfurnished. Available now. Water included, 
$1,000/month. 941-224-6521.

ANNUAL KEY ROYALE 2BR/2BA with family room, 
garage, washer/dryer, $1,300/month plus utilities. 
Annual 5400 condo, 1BR/1BA plus sunroom, $975/
month plus utilities. Annual 2BR/1BA, half duplex 
on 61st Street, $975/month plus utilities. Now thru 
summer 1BR/1BA near the beach with pool use, 
$775/month plus FPL. Call Sue at An Island Place 
Realty 941-779-9320. 

Wanted – home on Anna Maria Island, (fi x-up OK). 
Up to $230,000 cash. No Realtors, please. 941-
795-1515.

FOR RENT 3BR/2BA waterfront on Palma Sola 
Bay. All new furnishings, boat dock, pet OK, $2,800/
month. Negotiable without boatlift and half garage. 
941-795-1515. 

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The 
Islander.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island

St
at

e 
Li

c. 
CR

C 
13

29
02

4

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTAL: LOVELY 2BR/1.5BA home has 
large private yard with gazebo, garage, workshop 
and laundry hook up. Close to beach and town. 
$1,200 plus utilities. Includes lawn care. Pets con-
sidered. 941-726-1898 or 617-623-3046.

2BR/2BA HOUSE. Block to beach furnished and 
updated. In Anna Maria. April-Dec. 29. $1,200/
month. 941-778-0192. References.

BAYFRONT EXECUTIVE CONDO. Gated 3BR/2BA, 
pool, tennis and boat slip. Beautifully furnished. 
Available to Nov. 1. $1,200/month. 616-540-4343.

ANNUAL RENTAL AVAILABLE May 1. Westbay 
Cove, ground-floor ,waterfront 2BR/2BA unfur-
nished. Pool, tennis, close to beach and all services. 
Call Sharon, 941-713-9096, Old Florida Realty.

SUMMER RENTALS – KEY Royale 3BR/2BA pool, 
dock, $799/week. Waterfront 2BR/2BA townhouse, 
pool, dock, $499/week. Longboat Key 2BR/2BA vil-
lage, $600/week. Perico Bay Club 2BR/2BA, $1,500/
monthly. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

WATERFRONT ANNUAL FURNISHED rental. 
Downtown 2BR/2BA mini-penthouse. $900/month 
annual. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

OFFICE/STUDIO SUBLET $150/month, including 
utilities. Ground fl oor, 160-sf room in convenient 
downtown Holmes Beach location. Available for 
six-month sublet, May-October 2008. Shorter term 
possible. Call 941-778-5176 for information.

WATERFRONT ON PALMA Sola canal with boat 
slip. 2BR/2BA condo with laundry, heated pool, 
cable, renovated. Annual $1,050/month. Indoor cats 
possible. Must see. 941-720-7519

ANNUAL SAN REMO canalfront 2BR/1BA end unit. 
Washer/dryer, furnished with or without boat dock 
and lift. 941-807-3244.

MIRROR LAKE 2BR/2BA near IMG Academy. Gor-
geous lakefront view. Five minutes to beaches. Pool, 
spa, tennis courts, new appliances, washer/dryer. 
$995/month. 941-726-0485.

KEY WEST-STYLE home with boat dock on deep 
water canal. 2BR/2BA at 518 South Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Available immediately! $1500/month. Call, 
941-779-0765.

HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA. Includes water, trash, 
cable. First, last and security deposit. Available May 
1. $795/month. 949-813-4900.

ANNUAL: VERY SMALL studio. Washer/dryer and 
utilities included. Longboat Key. $130/week or $500/
month. 941-383-4856.

FOR RENT: MOBILE home. 55-plus, turnkey. $500/
month annual. 941-795-4815 or 941-725-1717.

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

¤ Bayside Banquet Hall ¤
Located on beautiful Sarasota Bay

weddings • receptions • events
4628 119th St. W. in Historic Cortez Village

(941) 798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com
¤ Featuring a Tiki Bar and Patio ¤

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  

Licensed • Insured • Livery Insured• Airport Permitted

 
Tree Service 

More than 6 palms – 7th FREE

 Call 376-7894  C Licensed 
and Insured

PETER’S HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Home Repair
(Handyman Service)
• Soffit & Fascia
•Painting - Interior
& Exterior
• Ceiling Fans

• House Watching/
  Property Management
• Cleaning (Maid)
  Services
  …and everything 
  in between

Licensed and Insured
No Job is Too Small 941.524.4568

www.phs-bradenton.com

We speak Dutch and 
German too!
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE Continued

ANNA MARIA ISLAND timeshare weeks for sale 
24 and 25, Resort 66. 1BR poolside condo sleeps 
four. $2,000 each. 231-924-1504.

LOWEST PRICE CANAL HOME ON ISLAND! 
Open water views, steps to beaches and city piers. 
3BR/2BA furnished home at end of cul de sac. 
$569,000. Wagner Realty, Deborah Thrasher, 941-
518-7738. www.fl gulfcoast.net or debmthrash@aol.
com.

TIMESHARE FOR SALE – Tortuga Beach Club – 
weeks 24 and 25, June 13 thru June 27, 2008. On 
the beach, fi ve stars, Sanibel Island. Call for price: 
561-791-9010.

BEST CONDO VALUE – Martinique South, unique, 
sixth-fl oor unit. Penthouse view 2BR/2BA, garage. 
MAI appraisal. Owners says sell! $499,000/offer. 
Paul Mitchell, 941-737-3424, Geeraerts Real 
Estate. 

VILLAGE GREEN HOME:  No monthly fees. 
4BR/2BA pool, updated. $289,900. Realtor, 941-
756-1090.

CREATIVE FINANCING: Waterfront Key Royale 
3BR/2BA remodeled, $799,000, $50,000 down. 
Northwest Bradenton remodeled 3BR/2BA two-car 
garage, no fl ood zone or fees, $299,000, $30,000 
down. Bayshore 4BR/2BA remodeled, community 
pool/marina, $215,000, $15,000 down. Owner, 941-
356-1456.

TIMESHARE FOR SALE, 1BR/1BA at the Maverick 
in Ormond Beach by Daytona. Week 8, between 
race week and bike week. Excellent week. Right 
on the Atlantic. Contact Janet at jmh310705@aol.
com

FOR SALE: 1995 mobile home. 1BR, washer/dryer, 
dishwasher, turnkey, boat dock. Kids and pets OK. 
Close to beaches. $18,000. 941-795-4815 or 941-
725-1717.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

RENTALS Continued

FOR RENT NEW and furnished 3BR/3BA. Spec-
tacular Palma Sola Bay Villa. 180-foot water views, 
pool, spa, dock, high-speed Internet, etc. Gorgeous! 
References required. Available June 15-Aug. 15. 
$14,000/month. Call 941-795-1515.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $310,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

WATERFRONT ON MANATEE River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $485,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

LOWEST PRICES EVER offered in building! Club 
Bamboo South, small effi ciency with balcony over-
looking the Gulf. Nightly rental income. Must sell, 
$299,999. Call Pete, 773-472-7440. 

REMODELED 2BD/1.5BA MOBILE home, Royal 
Gardens. Cortez Road, Bradenton. $12,500. Must 
sell. 941-792-4350.

REAL ESTATE Continued

FOR SALE: MOBILE home. 1BR, 55-plus. $12,000 
and assume the mortgage. Land owned. 941-795-
4815- or 941-795-1717.

REDUCED PRICE! MOBILE home with land. 8x28, 
fully restored inside. 10x20 enclosed addition, drive-
way. Located in Paradise Bay, low monthly mainte-
nance fee. $50,000. 941-447-9852. 

NEAL COMMUNITY 5BR/3BA with pool. 3,000 sf, 
two years new. $619,000 or best offer. Realtor, 941-
756-1090.

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA, or 
1BR/2BA plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, 
workshop, carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, fl ow-
ers and privacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum 
roof. Handyman special. $659,000. 941-778-9217.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

ASHEVILLE, N.C., mountain acreage homesites 
from $49,000, excellent fi nancing available. Call 
877-890-5253 ext. 3973 www.seeriverhighlandsny.
com.

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

SEVEN WOODED ACRES with 2,100-sf. log-home 
package. Easy access to Intracoastal Waterway. 
County road frontage with utilities! $89,900! Call, 
866-950-5263, ext. 103.

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS two-plus acres 
with great view, very private, big trees, waterfalls, 
large public lake nearby. $49,500. Call, 866-789-
8535.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!
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546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.302.3100

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Personalized Approach to Ensure Maximum Value

941.302.3100 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

83 North Shore Drive
Beautiful cape cod-style 4BR/2.5BA with pool. In the 
heart of Old Town Anna Maria. Lovely bright open plan. 
Walk to shops, beach and restaurants. Move-in ready!

PENDING

210 S. Harbor Drive
New 4BR/4BA with pool and dock. Beautiful archi-
tectural details and fi ne fi nishes with vaulted ceilings, 
hardwoods and granite.

SOLD

200 S Gulf Drive 
6 4 units left! Bank-owned foreclosure! Beachfront 
condos with granite and 10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for 
details. These won’t last at current pricing.

SOLD- #5 and #8 

Palm Isle Village
Adorable and beautifully furnished cottages just 
300-feet from Gulf! No maintenance community with 
pool. Rental program in place to offset cost. 

From the $450s

2500 Gulf Drive
NEW! Two Gulffront homes, beautifully furnished and 
fi nished with granite, 10-ft ceilings and hardwood fl oors. 
Amazing gulf views.  Pool and enclosed garage.

$1,199,000

100 36th St. 
 Three suite luxury gulffront condo.  Designer 
furnished and high end fi nishes!

SOLD

6404 Gulf Dr. 
L’Plage – Luxurious Gulffront 3br/3ba condo, designer 
furnished. Feels like a home, bright and open with 
windows on four sides. Gated community with gulf-
front pool.  

$1,599,000

212 S. Harbor
New St. Augustine style 3BR/3BA with pool and dock.  
Beautifully fi nished with hardwood fl oors, vaulted 
ceilings and granite.

PENDING

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

105 81st St.
Adorable 5br/4ba beach house 2nd in from beach with gulf views from 2 upstairs lanai’s.  Two levels 
with 3/2 down and 2/2 up w/separate entrance.  Has rental history and bookings in place! Beautifully 
maintained by current owner who lived upstairs. Tropically planted with fragrant jasmine and orange 
trees and featuring a deck and tiki hut in back for swingin’ beach parties!  

OPEN SATURDAY 4/26 12-3. $799,00

FEATURED PROPERTY

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 football fi eld-
sized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month! 
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sun-
siteslandrush.com.

DOCKABLE LAKEFRONT AND log cabin only 
$89,900. Sale: Saturday, May 3 only. Gorgeous 
2,100-sf log-cabin package and beautifully wooded 
dockable waterfront parcel on private, recreational 
lake in Tennessee. Quiet, gated community. Or, fi ve-
acre lake access with free boat slips just $24,900. 
Excellent fi nancing. Sold fi rst come, fi rst served. Call 
888-792-5253, ext. 1798

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

DOCKABLE DEEPWATER AND log home $159,900. 
2,128-sf log -home package and spectacular level 
one-plus acre waterfront setting. Enjoy 194-foot 
shoreline on main channel, deep water with big 
water views! Beautiful hardwoods and pines. Pri-
vate, gated community. The fi nest for the discrimi-
nating buyer. Lowest fi nancing in years! Call 800-
564-5092, ext. 1080.

FOR SALE/LEASE – Denver, Colorado 5,000 sf. 
4BR/4BA chalet in foothills, incredible views! Hour 
to world-class skiing. Pool, spa, fi ve-car garage. 
Asking $1.6 million or $5,000/month. Available 
August 2008. 941-795-1515.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY All real estate 
advertising herein is subject to the Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination Familial status includes children under 
age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at (800) 669-9777, for the hearing 
impaired (0) (800) 543-8294.

Simply the Best

30 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com
INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

Cortez Fishing Village. 2BR/1.5BA. Cozy and cute. 
$250,000.

$189,000 condo.  Located in the center 
of Holmes Beach. This 2BR/1BA unit fea-
tures a huge garage and walking distance 
to everything.

Bright and open. Very spacious 2BR/2BA condo. 
Large heated pool. Easy walk to beach. Furnished. 
$299,000.

Key Royale. Outstanding, new, 5,000 sq.ft., 4BR home 
with three full baths and two half baths, two fi replaces, eleva-
tor, heated pool, new dock and loads of privacy. Truly a 
gorgeous home! $1,999,000.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
a
p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
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