
By Paul Roat
 History on Anna Maria Island is somewhat short.
 Although the Island itself dates back thousands of 
years with Native Americans and shell mounds and 
fi shing and mosquitoes, for Holmes Beach the history 
is circa 1950. 
 That was when citizens fi rst gathered to decide 
if the area which is now Holmes Beach should be a 
municipality. 
 The meeting date was March 13, 1950, said cur-
rent Mayor Rick Bohnenberger on Friday, April 4. It 
came about due to zoning issues between the city and 
Manatee County.
 “Anna Maria was established,” the mayor said. 
“Bradenton Beach was a question.”
 The votes for what was to eventually be named 
Holmes Beach were taken. Palm City got two votes; 
Mid-Island City, seven; Coquina Beach, 21; Tarpon 
Beach, one; and Holmes Beach, 23.
 A revote between the top two, Bohnenberger said, 
had Holmes Beach the winner in the name game.
 “Land grants” in Holmes Beach back in the day 
went to J.E. and Maud Holmes, Hugh G. and Jean 
C. Holmes, John E. Jr. and Betty Holmes, F.B. and 

Then and now, page 8.
The Islander

Anna Maria

“The Best News on Anna Maria Island Since 1992”   www.islander.org   Volume 16, No. 23 April 9, 2008 • FREE

Skimming the news … Warren Sweetman, Greatest Generation, inside.

Debra Lannon helps Holmes Beach Police Chief Jay Romine reveal the sign honoring her late husband and 
the city’s much revered community offi cer, Pete Lannon, at the city’s skate park rededication Friday. The park 
was named for Lannon to recognize his contribution to the Island youngsters he helped mentor for seven years 
before his death last summer. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

DOT: Four-lane 
bridge ‘not 
an option’

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 The current version of the Florida Department of 
Transportation appears to have struck a perfect note 
for Islander ears at its public information meeting on a 
future Anna Maria Island Bridge April 3 at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church.
 Chris Piazza, the DOT’s project engineer for the 
current study on a replacement bridge, said any new 
structure will not be four-lanes, but will have to remain 
just two-lanes wide.
 That’s not because of any “kinder, gentler” feelings 
toward Islanders, however. It’s because the Sarasota-
Manatee Master Planning Organization has already 
listed the Palma Sola Causeway — State Road 64 — as 
“constrained,” meaning it can’t be widened, not even 
by the DOT.
 With that option off the table, Piazza and other 
DOT representatives mingled with the estimated 175 
people who attended, inviting public comments and 
suggestions to be submitted “for the record.” Scribes 
were available to input comments.
 And public comments are “a very important part 
of this study,” Piazza said, and public preference for 
the type of new structure will be taken into account in 
the ongoing planning, development and environmental 
study, he maintained.
 That’s a far cry from the 1990s DOT effort to build 
a new bridge, said Holmes Beach resident Billi Martini, 
who helped lead the Save Anna Maria organization’s 
successful effort to halt a new bridge project before 
construction began.
 “Back then, the DOT said, ‘We’re going to build 
this bridge whether you like it or not,’” said Martini.
 “I’m really pleased with this new approach. They 
are being very nice this time. They are doing it the right 
way, I just hope they listen to us,” she said.
 Listening and watching appeared to be the main 
reasons for the meeting.
 A 15-minute video was shown on the half hour 
during the three-hour meeting to give some background 
on the Project Development and Environment Study 
by the DOT for a replacement facility. The fi nal results 
are expected in late fall and the DOT will hold a public 
meeting when those results are available.
 Piazza said the PD&E will “look at all options” for 
a replacement bridge, including low-rise, mid-rise and 
high-rise. The “no-build” option will also be included 
and public input is needed for the study, he added.
 A low-rise structure would be approximately 20 to 

       

Back it up
Traffi c waits on the Anna Maria Island Bridge as the 
bascule opens for a sailboat. Any future bridge is 
still 10-15 years away from the start of construction. 
Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
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Founder’s day fi rst in 
Holmes Beach

Honoring Pete Lannon
Holmes Beach Police Chief 

Jay Romine joins family 
members of the late Pete 

Lannon, Jessi Lannon 
(daughter), Debbie Lannon 

(wife), Christy Lannon 
(daughter in law),

Don Lannon (brother), 
Mayor Rich Bohnenberger, 
and Pete Lannon Jr. (son) 

at the unveiling of the sign 
in Lannon’s name at the city 

skateboard park. Islander 
Photo: 

Bonner Joy

‘Super hero’ unveiled

Maudelle Giles, Karl and Lorna Karel, Ronald and 
Caroline Karel Boyer, and Peder Mickelson  & Son 
Inc.
 In the fi rst “Founder’s Day” celebration for the city, a 
plaque was established to honor the members. Halsey T. 
Tichnor Jr. was the fi rst mayor; aldermen were R. Max-
well Ingram, Frank Guiles, John R. Miller Jr., and John 
R. Holmes Jr., and Oscar Russell. Clifton P. Walker was 
the city clerk, and Louis A. Meyer was town marshal. 
 It was a day of unveilings and pronouncements. 
Bohnenberger unveiled a plaque which listed civic 
sponsors, which will be displayed in the lobby of city 
hall. The list includes the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island, established in 1952; the Rotary Club of Anna 
Maria Island, established in 1966; the Anna Maria 
Island Chorus and Orchestra, established in 1992; 
the Hagen Family Foundation which sponsors many 
projects to benefi t youth in the city; Dan and KayKay 
Hardy, skate park sponsors; Regions Bank for its effort 
to create a linear park; the Island Library, established in 
the 1970s; the Key Royale Homeowners Association; 
North Pointe Harbor Homeowners Association; Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society, established in 1990; 
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25 feet above the high-water mark, Piazza indicated, 
while a mid-rise bridge would be in the 40 to 50 foot 
range. A high-rise structure would be 65 feet or higher.
 The PD&E will also include an ongoing survey of 
the mast heights of boats passing through the raised 
drawbridge and the environmental impact of a new 
bridge on plant and marine life in the area north and 
south of any new facility.
 Unlike the 1990s effort, this time around, the DOT 
is “touching all the bases,” he said, emphasizing several 
times that the DOT has nothing in its fi ve-year plan through 
2013 for even the design phase of a new bridge. Nothing 
has been decided, and won’t be until the public reviews the 
PD&E study and makes further comments, he said.
 The DOT effort to keep the public informed pleased 
a number of people who attended, including Martini 
and Holmes Beach City Commissioner David Zacca-
gnino.
 “It’s a good showing,” said Zaccagnino. “and I’m 
hopeful, but we’ll have to wait for results.”
 Likewise for Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford. 
“I’m pleased to see a new bridge going forward at this 
pace. The DOT is really moving fast on this.”
 But not all members of the public were 
impressed.
 “This meeting is a total lack of anything,” said 
George Wilson of Holmes Beach, a winter resident to 
the Island. “I don’t know if it will do any good.”
 Others suggested that the DOT was ignoring its 
own 1990s study, while Bill Hahn of Holmes Beach 
was surprised that the DOT representative he spoke 
with did not appear to know anything about wind and 
height of construction related to bridge closures.
 “This should be part of their planning,” he said. “The 
bridge should be designed for maximum safety.”
 Piazza said the DOT will look at wind data, but that’s 
not the PD&E study’s focus. That issue would come up 
during the design and construction phase, he said.
  He also noted that the DOT wants a “fresh 
approach” for the current PD&E study, but would still 
look at the 1990s study for any relevant data.
  Surprisingly, although Piazza said the lead agency 
for any new bridge would be the U.S. Coast Guard 
because the bridge is part of the Intracoastal Waterway 

system, no one from that service attended the meeting.
 Piazza invited public comment from those who did 
not attend the meeting. The deadline for input to the 
DOT for inclusion in the PD&E study is April 14.

High-rise bridge favored
by Islanders

 As of April 2, the DOT survey results showed 67 
percent favor a high-rise structure, 11 percent want a 
mid-rise bridge and 6 percent prefer a low-rise facil-
ity.
 Islanders overwhelmingly voted for a new bridge, 
with 82 percent of those surveyed to date saying they 
want a new bridge, while 15 percent have said no new 
bridge. Some voters were undecided.
 The most important reason for a new bridge was for 

emergency evacuation, said 58 percent of respondents, 
while 41 percent said road traffi c and 32 percent claimed 
property access was the most important reason. Respon-
dents were allowed to list their top three preferences.

Bridge re-do discussed
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Anna Maria Island residents and city offi cials mingle and visit at the Florida Department of Transportation 
meeting in Holmes Beach April 3 seeking comments on the DOT study to replace (or not) the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge on Manatee Avenue. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

For comment forms...
 Comment and preference forms for the PD&E 
study of a replacement for the AMI Bridge can be 
found on the DOT’s Web site at www.annamari-
aislandbridge.com. People without Internet access 
can call the DOT at 800-292-3368.
 For the information on the current Anna Maria 
Island Bridge renovation project, members of 
the public can go to www.amibridgerehab.com. 
People without Internet access can call 941-792-
0369 to obtain rehab information.
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
April 10, 6 p.m., city commission/planning and zon-
ing board workshop.
April 10, 7 p.m., city commission workshop. 
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
April 10, 5 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
April 14, 2 p.m., WAVES parking meeting.
April 14, 3 p.m., WAVES partnership meeting.
April 17, 1 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
April 15, 6:30 p.m., Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch 
meeting.
April 17, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org. 

SAM group steers clear of merger
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Save Anna Maria Inc. members decided April 5 
not to pursue a merger with the larger non-profi t group 
ManaSota-88.
 The group of 10 SAM members met at the West 
Manatee Fire Rescue District Station 1, 6001 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 In regards to a proposed merger with the Mana-
Sota-88 environmental group, members discussed a 
motion to poll the membership on the issue but voted 
against such action.
 “Should we pursue this topic any further?” asked 
President Billie Martini.
 No one responded. “Thank you,” Martini said. “So 
we are still SAM.”
 Under the topic of new business, the small group 

focused on the Anna Maria Island Bridge replacement 
project.
 Martini focused on rehabbing the existing draw-
bridge with carbon-composite material — 10 times 
stronger than steel — to strengthen and extend the life 
of the structure.
 “I’m trying to open the door for you,” Martini said. 
“Something to think about.”
 The Florida Department of Transportation has said 
using carbon-composite material would not be cost 
effective, but Martini said perhaps a toll could help 
cover expenses.
 “It would help us get our bridge in good condition 
for 75 years,” Martini said, noting that her research 
suggests the federal government is extending the life 
of some bridges with carbon-composite.
 SAM vice president Jim Kissick next focused on 

the height of a future replacement bridge.
 “I had quite a go-round with FDOT at their meeting 
here at the church,” Kissick said, referring to an April 
3 meeting at St. Bernard Catholic Church in Holmes 
Beach and his objection to a “mega” bridge.
 Kissick said Anna Maria Island cannot adequately 
accommodate any additional traffi c, which would likely 
come with the construction of a high-rise bridge.
 Kissick also said a high-rise bridge would be threat-
ened by high-velocity winds. “The lower you are, the 
less wind you will encounter,” Kissick said, noting a 
maximum building height of 38 feet on Anna Maria 
Island.
 Kissick warned that in high winds a higher bridge 
would likely close before a lower bridge.
 SAM secretary Nancy Deal reported that transpor-
tation offi cials told her that ground-level wind speed is 
used to decide whether to close a bridge, not the wind 
speed on a bridge.
 “We need some way to pin them down,” Deal said. 
“People are afraid of getting off this Island during a 
hurricane.… I think we really need to clarify this for 
the people.”
 Deal suggested creating a chart identifying the rea-
sons people support various replacement bridge heights 
to answer concerns. “We need to address those issues,” 
she said. “Let’s come up with scientifi c data.”
 The group then began listing the questions to 
answer:
 • What course would a high bridge run from Perico 
to Anna Maria Island?
 • What would happen to the Kingfi sh Boat Ramp 
with the construction of a high bridge?
 • Would a high bridge close sooner than a low 
bridge in high winds?
 • Does the lower drawbridge cause delays in emer-
gency service to and from the Island?
 • Will a megabridge be tall enough to accommodate 
all boat traffi c?
 “Each one of you have got questions you want 
answered,” Martini said. “Right them down.”
 She invited people with questions regarding the 
bridge to call her at 941-778-2549.
 Treasurer Carol Soustek suggested forming a 
committee to gather questions and solicit answers — 
a “question-and-answer committee.” Several people 
volunteered.
 In other business, Soustek reported SAM has about 
$9,880. The group talked for about 10 minutes about 
where to place some funds — either in a legal account, 
in a money market account or in a membership fund. 
The group decided not to deposit a substantial amount 
in a legal fund due to concerns about locking up the 
money.
 The group’s next meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, May 3, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 During that meeting, SAM expects to host repre-
sentatives from the DOT.
 “It should be a very interesting meeting,” Martini 
said. “They will answer your questions. They are being 
very nice.… Please, be sure and come.”

New pipe dream
The water division of the Manatee County Utility Operations Department last week began stockpiling pipes 
and other equipment in the parking lot of the Crosspointe Fellowship church at the Anna Maria-Holmes Beach 
city limit on Gulf Drive in preparation for installation of new pipes to replace older, worn sections. This phase 
of the project includes installing new pipes from the city limits to Willow Avenue, Anna Maria Mayor Fran 
Barford said. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Some lose insurance discount
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Thanks to a bureaucratic change, some Island prop-
erty owners may face an increase in their fl ood insur-
ance premiums.
 The Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
which operates the community rating system for the 
National Flood Insurance Program, has decided that 
all fl ood insurance policies for buildings that are rated 
as “having the lowest fl oor one foot or more below the 
base fl ood elevation will no longer be eligible for the 
community’s CRS discount.”
 In a letter to Island cities, the NFIP said that owners 
of buildings that are “at high risk” and “may not be 
compliant” with the NFIP’s construction criteria, are 
still reaping the benefi ts of a city CRS program to lower 
fl ood insurance premiums. That’s got to change, the 
NFIP said.
 Effective May 1, FEMA’s new policy is that if a 
structure is one foot or more below the base fl ood eleva-
tion, it will no longer be eligible for the CRS discount.
 But FEMA did make some exceptions.

 The new policy only affects elevation-rated build-
ings and only buildings in a mapped “Special Flood 
Hazard Area” are affected.
 The policy also doesn’t apply to V-zone proper-
ties that have approved breakaway walls surrounding 
unfi nished enclosures “used only for building access, 
storage and parking, but that were rated based on the 
enclosed area being the lowest fl oor.”
 Further, said FEMA, the policy does not affect 
buildings that were “compliant when they were built, 
but whose fl ood zone has been changed,” or whose base 
fl ood elevation has been “raised to a level above the 
lowest fl oor through the issuance of a new map.” These 
structures can be “grandfathered in,” FEMA said.
 Sound confusing?
 Not to worry, said Anna Maria Mayor Fran Bar-
ford.
 “We’ve only got two buildings that the new rule 
applies to, but we’re still checking all the exceptions,” 
she said.
 Property owners won’t know if they’ve made the 
hit list until they get their annual renewal, which will 
state on the declaration page a “zero” for the CRS dis-
count.
 Cortez bridge closure

  Motorists who use the humpback bridge on 127th 
Street in Cortez found it closed April 7 and it will 
remain so for 90 to 120 days to allow contractors to 
renovate the bridge and raise its height an additional 
2.5 feet.
 Persons who normally utilize this street to access 
homes and businesses are advised to use 119th Street 
as a detour. While the bridge is closed boaters will be 
unable to use this canal to reach properties such as the 
Holiday R.V. Park.
 The project is being funded by the Bradenton Boat 
Club on Cortez Road with the approval of the Florida 
Department of Transportation and the Manatee County 
Public Works Department.

Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce, established 
in 1948; The Islander newspaper, established in 1992; 
the Anna Maria Island Community Center, established 
in 1913; and the Sun newspaper.
 Offi cials unveiled the skate park sign, dedicated to 
Holmes Beach Police Offi cer Pete Lannon, who died 
last year after years of service to the community and 
especially Anna Maria Elementary School.
 Even the young ones were catered to, through the 
dedication of the “tot park” adjacent to city hall and the 
skate park. The youngsters have mini-slides and lots of 
room to play in s safe, fenced area.
 All in all, a good morning was had by all.

FOUNDER’S DAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Commission eyes appeal on waterfront dispute

Properties at the corner of Bay Drive South and Fifth Street South in Bradenton Beach, where a longstanding 
dispute between property owners has reached beyond city hall to the Manatee County Courthouse. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 To the observer at the corner, the properties at Fifth 
Street South and Bay Drive South in Bradenton Beach 
seem as if they are racing toward the water’s edge.
 And one seems considerably closer to winning the 
race.
 That is part of property owner Kenneth Lohn’s 
problem with the structure to the south of his home 
at 500 Bay Drive S. Lohn also has a problem with the 
property behind his home.
 Represented by Sarasota attorney Robert Turffs, 
Lohn is hoping for some relief, either from city hall or 
the Manatee County Courthouse.
 The situation involving Lohn’s property and 502 
Bay Drive S. and 109 Fifth St. S. goes back years and 
involves the broader issue of whether and how munici-
palities can protect waterfront views.
 The most recent concern involves the issuance of 
a certifi cate of occupancy for 109 Fifth St. and Lohn’s 
appeal of the building offi cial’s decision to issue the 
CO, as well as the issuance of a conditional CO for 502 
Bay Drive S. in 2004.
 On April 3, the Bradenton Beach City Commis-
sion upheld the city’s board of adjustment fi nding that 
Lohn’s appeal of the CO was fi led too late for review.
 The commission’s vote followed comments by 
Turffs, city attorney Ralf Brookes, BOA chairman John 
Burns and resident Jo Ann Meilner. 
 Lohn, a former chair of the BOA, raised numerous 
concerns about the neighboring properties — known 
as Hibiscus I and Hibiscus II and owned by Syno-
vus Banks — although initially developed by Steve 
Noriega.
 Lohn’s complaint to the BOA contained several 
basic claims: that the center line in the driveway serv-
ing Hibiscus I and Hibiscus II is “much less than 40 
feet” from the center line of his driveway, that landscap-
ing timbers were improperly placed into the driveway 
space, but primarily that construction took place on 
the wrong site, too close to the waterfront and without 
proper public input.
 On Feb. 26, the board of adjustment voted 4-0 to 
recommend that the city commission dismiss Lohn’s 
appeal.
 A conclusion of law report signed by Burns and 
read into the record at last week’s city commission 
meeting made two determinations.
 First, the report stated, the appeal of the building 
offi cials determinations to issue certifi cates of occu-
pancy were untimely fi led — by three years in the case 
of 502 Bay Drive S. and by more than a week for 109 
Fifth St. S. The certifi cate of occupancy for the Bay 
Drive property was issued Dec. 30, 2004, and the CO 
for the Fifth Street property on Dec. 20, 2007. Appeals 
of COs, under the city’s land-development code, should 
be fi led within 30 days.
 Second, since the appeal was fi led late, the board 
of adjustment is without jurisdiction to hear the matter 
and issue a recommendation.
 Turffs responded with the claim that his Jan. 4 letter 
notifying the city of Lohn’s intention to appeal the CO 
met the 30-day requirement, even if a formal applica-
tion of appeal wasn’t yet fi led.
 The attorney emphasized the timeline in the appeals 
process, as did city attorney Ralf Brookes. The timeline, 
based on the document trail, is:
 • Nov. 7, 2007: Turffs sent building offi cial Steve 
Gilbert a letter asking to be notifi ed of activity involv-
ing the Hibiscus properties.

 • Dec. 20, 2007: Gilbert issued a certifi cate of occu-
pancy for 109 Fifth St. S.
 Jan. 2: Gilbert sent Turffs a letter informing him 
that the CO was issued.
 Jan. 4: Turffs sent Gilbert a letter stating “a notice 
of our appeal of the decision rendered.”
 Jan. 11: The city sent Turffs an application for 
appeal and details of the fee required.
 Jan. 22: The date the city says was the deadline to 
fi le an appeal.
 Jan. 30: The city date-stamped “received” on 
Lohn’s appeal application.
 Turffs claimed the BOA erred in dismissing Lohn’s 
appeal because the Jan. 4 letter was suffi cient notice 
of appeal and that the 30-day countdown on the fi ling 
period should begin on Jan. 2, when he received notice 
that the CO was issued by Gilbert.
 “I believe the fi ling was timely,” Turffs said.
 The attorney asked the city commission to ask the 
BOA to review the appeal on its merits so the parties 
involved could further avoid the courthouse. Turffs 
recently asked a judge to quash the board of adjust-
ment’s dismissal of the appeal.
 “Why not hear it on the merits rather than play 
these games?” Turffs said, adding that heading to court 
would be a “needless expense for Mr. Lohn and the 
city.”
 Meilner made a similar statement during the public 
comment portion of the discussion. “Treat people of the 
city with respect and hear the case,” she said.
 Brookes read relevant aspects of the land-develop-
ment code for the commission, stating that the appeals 
shall be fi led in writing within 30 days “after rendition 
of the order or decision,” appeals shall be accompa-
nied by a fee, and the written appeal shall contain a 
statement of the decision to be reviewed, the interest 
of the person seeking the review and the specifi c error 
alleged.
 Turffs’ Jan. 4 letter did not meet those require-
ments, Brookes said.
 Brookes said the commission had several options, 
including asking the BOA to hear the case or allowing 

a judge to review the request to quash the dismissal.
 Such a judicial review would not be expensive, 
Brookes said.
 The commissioners, like the attorneys, focused on 
the timeline, as well as the code requirements.
 Vice Mayor John Chappie expressed concern that 
the commission would be opening the door to addi-
tional cases if it simply asked the BOA to review the 
appeal.
 “Is that opening us up for other cases to come out 
of the woodwork?” he asked.
 “I don’t want to put the city of Bradenton Beach in 
a vulnerable position,” he added.
 Chappie suggested a judicial review would be best, 
noting that if the judge disagreed with the BOA’s dis-
missal of the appeal, the matter would be bounced back 
to the city.
 Commissioner Janie Robertson also said a judge 
should consider the issue. “I can go there,” she 
said.
 The commissioners, with John Shaughnessy absent, 
authorized Brookes to handle the court fi lings and asked 
him to seek an expedited hearing.
 In other business last week, the commission:
 • Discussed the case of The Islander vs. the city. 
(See separate story.)
 • Approved the amended minutes of a Jan. 8 meet-
ing regarding the city Evaluation and Appraisal Report, 
which will be sent to the Florida Department of Com-
munity Affairs for review. The EAR contains recom-
mended changes in the city, but approval of the minutes 
and the subsequent submission to the DCA does not 
amend the city’s comprehensive plan.
 City planner Tony Arrant said the city is telling the 
state, “We think, at this point, based on what we know, 
this is what the comprehensive plan is going to look 
like in the future.”
 • Approved an invoice from Lynn Townsend and 
Associates for $2,721 for engineering work associated 
with stormwater drainage.
 • Approved an invoice for M.T. Causley Inc. for 
building department services.
 • Approved an invoice from Dye, Deitrich, Petruff 
and St. Paul for $162 for legal services.
 • Continued discussion on a resolution regarding 
code enforcement penalties and a lien placed on prop-
erty in the 900 block of Gulf Drive. The commission 
was expecting a briefi ng from Steve Gilbert, who, for 
personal reasons, did not attend the meting.
 During the public comment portion of the meet-
ing, two people recognized the city’s fourth annual Eco 
Expo in late March a success.
 Also, former Mayor Connie Drescher raised con-
cerns about dogs on the bike path. Drescher said she 
previously supported dogs on the path, but she’s now 
concerned about large, poorly behaved, unleashed 
pets.
 City commissioners are petitioning the county to 
allow dogs on the path along Coquina Beach. 
 The commission’s next meeting will be at 1 p.m. 
Thursday, April 17, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.

BB P&Z board to review cafe plan
 The Bradenton Beach Planning and Zoning 
Board this week will resume its review of a pro-
posed expansion of the Gulf Drive Cafe, 900 Gulf 
Drive N.
 The city planning and zoning board will meet 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, April 10, at city hall, 107 Gulf 
Drive N.
 Aside from the typically routine consideration 
of minutes from a past meeting, the only item on 
the agenda falls under the “old business” heading. 
The item is a continued public hearing regarding 
a proposal for a major development — and spe-
cial exception request for off-site parking — for 
the Gulf Drive Cafe and the adjacent land on Gulf 

Drive North. The area, formerly the location of the 
Trader Jack restaurant, is the largest parcel of unde-
veloped property in the city, much of it a concrete 
slab with an unobstructed view of the water.
 Architect Mike McCaleb presented a site plan 
for the expansion on behalf of cafe owners George 
and Wendy Kokolis during a March planning board 
meeting.
 The plan calls for open-air dining, the creation 
of about 50 parking spaces, a dunes walk-over with 
Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility, public 
bathrooms, a multi-purpose pavilion and a dedicated 
public access to the near-shore site of the Regina 
shipwreck.
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Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

Open for 
business: pier 
signs going up

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Bradenton Beach’s city pier team last week cel-
ebrated the arrival of one new sign at the renovated 
Historic Bridge Street Pier.
 City public works employee Pat O’Neill created 
the sign, which depicts two pelicans and will eventu-
ally contain cedar lettering that reads, “Historic Bridge 
Street Pier.”
 “What a draw. He was standing out there painting 
all day,” city project and program management director 
Lisa Marie Phillips said during an April 3 meeting of 
the pier team, which consists of representatives from 
each city department and several elected offi cials.
 The team announced that two additional signs will 
soon go up on the pier.
 One sign will designate the Rotten Ralph’s restau-
rant on the pier and another will read, “Welcome, c. 
1921 Bradenton Beach City Pier.” The city shared in 
the sign project with the restaurant.
 In other pier business last week, Dave Russell of 
Rotten Ralph’s on the Pier formally signed a lease agree-
ment to operate the fi shing kiosk on the pier. The city 
commission signed off on the agreement last November.
 As Russell signed the agreement, city clerk Nora 
Idso told him, “You guys are ready to rock ’n’ roll on 
this kiosk.”
 Russell also told pier team members that he planned 
to soon pay the city about $64,000 for pier equipment. 
“I’m hoping to have that any day,” he said.
 Coming up on the pier April 19, divers will clean 
litter and debris from under the structure as part of the 
Great American Cleanup effort.
 Phillips noted that during a cleanup under the Sun-
shine Skyway Bridge fi shing piers, divers collected 
about 6,400 pounds of fi shing lines.

City public works employee Pat O’Neill created this sign which awaits lettering for the renovated Bridge Street 
pier in Bradenton Beach. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Man confesses to check fraud
 A man in custody in Lee County allegedly con-
fessed to passing fake checks at area restaurants.
 Though the alleged confession was not specifi c to 
a February incident at a restaurant in Holmes Beach, 
Richard Wright is a suspect in that case.
 According to authorities, the man’s method of 
operation was to enter a restaurant as a representative 
of Afl ac Insurance, order about $1,800 worth of food, 
overpay with a fake Bank of America check for $2,000 
and leave with about $200 in change.
 Such an incident occurred at a restaurant in Holmes 
Beach, prompting the police department to put Island 

businesses on notice in late February.
 Meanwhile, Manatee and Sarasota county sheriff’s 
offi ces also were investigating similar incidents.
 Wright was apprehended in Lee County during a 
routine traffi c stop by a Florida Highway Patrol trooper 
on Feb. 27. Wright provided the offi cer with a fake 
name, but a valid Social Security identifi cation card 
was found in the vehicle.
 A computer check linked Wright to arrest warrants 
from Texas and, in searching the vehicle, the trooper 
also reported fi nding additional fake Bank of America 
checks.
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Law exists, enforcement lacks
 Congratulations to Bradenton Beach Mayor 
Michael Pierce for voting against a letter to the county 
to allow dogs on the Coquina Beach path. I live on Bay 
Drive just south of Bridge Street. I daily watch people 
poop their dogs on the bayfront and not clean up after 
them. Some do, most don’t.
 There is a sign on the bayfront showing that it is 
illegal not to pick up after your dog. It is amazing how 
many stand there and read the sign while their dogs 
do their thing. Since the city doesn’t enforce that ordi-
nance, how would anyone expect the city to enforce the 
ordinance on the Coquina walk. 
 I hope all parents remember to clean their chil-
dren’s feet when they go to the beach. I will also bet 
that when they do step in a mess that they will run to 
the Gulf waters to wash it off.
 Happy swimming!
 Reed Mapes, Bradenton Beach

Please, write me
 Hi! My name is Brooke D. and I’m a fi fth-grader 
at West Ridge Elementary School in Harlan, Iowa. 
 My class is studding [sic] the geography of the 
United States. I would very mutch [sic] appreciate it if 
you could send me a postcard, map, or souvenir. 
 My teacher would also appreciate it if you could 
send a state license plate for our school project. 
 Thank you for your time!
 Sincerely, Brooke D., Mrs. Newlin’s SS Class, West 
Ridge Elementary School, 1401 19th St., Harlan, Iowa 
51537

Old way on causeway
 Call me old-fashioned. I like the look of unpermit-
ted boat ramps, concrete without bright scenes painted 
on it, and big trees, whether they are politically correct 
or not. I even like the look and convenience of dis-
organized newspaper dispensers. I thought the under 
designed, unfussy beauty of the Palma Sola Causeway 
used to be the perfect front door for an Island that likes 

to call itself “Old Florida.”
 Some of the phrases in a recent article describing 
the progress of the Palma Sola group are not what I 
usually associate with the concept of natural beauty: 
multiple government agencies, concrete pad, mural, 
modular, signs, motorcycle, tree removal. Sounds urban 
to me. Doesn’t anyone else get the irony of compro-
mising a beautiful natural scene with mediocre, bright 
murals of the same thing you are already looking at?
 I don’t get it. I thought Florida was trying to be 
more responsible with its tax dollars.
 Ray Nottingham, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Many thanks
 Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who 
made possible the relocation of 10 of our palm trees to 
several spots in Holmes Beach.
 Holmes Beach Commissioner John Monetti got the 
ball rolling. Mayor Richard Bohnenberger kept it roll-
ing, and John Molyneux and Fred Hager of the Holmes 
Beach Parks and Beautification Committee moved 
mountains to actually make it happen. Will Bouziane of 
Ross Built Construction helped tremendously to coor-
dinate the project. Thanks also to Turner Tree Service 
for squeezing the job into its busy schedule. 
 We are happy to see the trees in their new homes 
in Holmes Beach.
 Sheryl and George Talbot, Anna Maria

Have your say
 The Islander welcomes and encourages your opin-
ion letters. 
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 250 words 
and reserves the right to edit for length and grammar. Let-
ters must include the city you reside in for publication and 
a phone number (for verifi cation only). Anonymous letters 
will not be printed. All letters to the editor remain on fi le 
at The Islander and available to the public.
 Address letters to Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, fax to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail to news@islander.org.

Packed?
 It was a long week of spring break — from shore to 
shore, it was evident that the Island was “packed to the 
max” with folks. Families, kids, teens, boaters, SUVs, 
shoppers, scooters, sunworshipers, lookers and, yes, 
complainers. 
 It seems unhappy folks like vacations, too, and will 
unwind on unsuspecting crowds and less wary vaca-
tioners. Too hot? Too cold? Too rainy? Too windy? We 
see it all.
 The complaints in long lines at the Island Publix 
checkout counters are hard to ignore. Too many shop-
pers. Crowded aisles. Can’t fi nd batteries. Ice cream too 
cold to hold in line. Fried chicken smells too good to 
wait in line without some. Store too small — and with 
that — it’s the city’s fault. Ha. Come back in September 
if you want to shop alone.
 You can hear and see it all in the microcosm of 
Publix. If you listen, you can hear a variety of lan-
guages among the voices and, on tuning into the “stru-
del” sounds, they too are looking for the hidden bat-
teries. Once we saw a group of folks picnicking (and 
feeding seagulls) at the rear of their van only to fi nd 
out they didn’t know where the public could go to dine 
at the beach. Duh? People need direction: two blocks 
west, dudes and dudettes.
 And now tourist rentals proliferate not just along 
the beach corridor of motels and condos, but in resi-
dential neighborhoods. It’s not hard to spot them. Look 
for an unusually overloaded kid’s wagon of beach sup-
plies pulled by parents and trailed by kids on bikes and 
skateboards. How do they manage to haul so much stuff 
to the beach — and why? It’s the beach! Water, sand, 
shells, fi sh, little crabs, splish, splash. There must not 
be enough sunscreen to go around.
 And, oh, what they leave behind in the sand.
 Through it all, enduring Islanders such as we 
become over time, know that tourists, spring breakers, 
winter visitors and snowbirds leave behind some good 
things, too. Warm memories for families, promises to 
return and dollars for the Island economy.
 And in the present tough, almost-recession times, 
aren’t we lucky to have the security of knowing they 
will all want to return. Because, when they do, they’ll 
need a home, groceries, restaurants, shops, professional 
services and friends!
 Kids learn to share before they start to walk — and 
some adults need to remember those lessons. Share the 
road, share the aisles, share the beach, share the trol-
ley.
 Be thankful to visit and share the paradise we call 
Anna Maria Island — and home.
 And, y’all come back, you hear?

SLICK  By Egan
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 • Keene Construction Co. of Maitland applied for 
a demolition permit to tear down the Island Foods gro-
cery store at 3900 E. Bay Drive in preparation for the 
start of construction of a Publix super market on the 
site.
 • Drainage improvements along Gulf Drive in 
Bradenton Beach uncovered such a large assortment 
of trees, rocks, old concrete and other debris during 
installation of new pipes that it slowed the estimated 
completion date of the project, much to the chagrin of 
irate motorists who had to detour the project.
 • Manatee County Commissioners applied for a 
grant from the Florida Communities Trust to purchase 
the old Cortez schoolhouse at 4415 119th St. W. and 
convert the building and property into a community 
center.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
March 30  65 85 0March 30  65 85 0
March 31  66 84 0March 31  66 84 0
April 1 68 86 0April 1 68 86 0
April 2 70 86 0April 2 70 86 0
April 3 69 86 TraceApril 3 69 86 Trace
April 4  70 87 0April 4  70 87 0
April 5 69 86 TraceApril 5 69 86 Trace
Average Gulf water temperature 72°Average Gulf water temperature 72°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Newspaper, city dispute 
returns to court

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A case that began with a dispute over public infor-
mation laws and evolved into a squabble over fees was 
scheduled to resume in a Manatee County courtroom 
this week.
 A hearing in the dispute between The Islander and 
the city of Bradenton Beach was scheduled to take 
place as the newspaper went to press.
 A circuit court judge months ago ruled on public 
records and Government-in-the-Sunshine Law aspects 
of the legal dispute between the newspaper and the 
city.

The Islander had sued alleging that the city violated 
public records and Sunshine laws in its handling of a 
sexual harassment complaint in early 2007.
 Last November, Manatee County Circuit Judge 
Peter Dubensky issued an order granting in part and 
denying in part The Islander’s claims. Dubensky found 
that the city withheld records from the newspaper, 
which eventually were provided, but found insuffi -
cient evidence that offi cials violated the Sunshine law 
that requires government to conduct its business in the 
open.
 Dubensky’s ruling set up a new round of court fi l-
ings and hearings over who should pay the legal fees.

The Islander fi led a motion to collect more than 
$75,000 in fees, but the court granted $5,600 in attor-
ney’s fees and $255 of costs from the city.
 The city also fi led a motion to collect more than 
$50,000 from The Islander, but the court denied the 
motion and awarded the city no fees.
 Now the newspaper has fi led a motion to collect 
from the city the money spent to challenge the govern-
ment’s claim for fees. The motion, set for a hearing 
at 4 p.m. Monday, April 7, was based on the paper’s 
argument that the city’s claim was frivolous.
 The Islander also has appealed Nicholas’ order 
granting the newspaper just a fraction of the fees it 
expended in following the lawsuit to its conclusion.

 On April 3, the Bradenton Beach City Commission, 
with the exception of an absent Commissioner John 
Shaughnessy, discussed the paper’s appeal with city 
attorney Ricinda Perry during an open meeting.
 Perry asked commissioners whether they wanted 
her to fi le a response to the appeal when appropriate, 
and their affi rmation was unanimous.
 Perry said Nicholas “was very meticulous” and the 
paper would not likely be successful on appeal.
 City attorney Ralf Brookes added, “I can’t imagine 
any valid claim.”
 The city had argued in circuit court that the city 
should not be obligated to pay for the paper’s search 
for records after withheld documents were turned 
over in late June 2007. The case went on into the 
fall.
 Nicholas, in his ruling, agreed. “Nor should the 
city be obligated to pay for the plaintiff’s unsuccessful 
effort to prove a Sunshine Law violation,” he wrote. 
 Commissioners last week also agreed with Perry’s 
recommendation that the city not appeal Nicholas’ 
order denying their request to recover legal fees from 
The Islander.
 Perry said she felt the city was entitled to fees but 
“the court made its decision.… Unfortunately, The 
Islander decided to appeal.”
 The newspaper’s lawsuit stemmed from several 
public information requests regarding the sexual harass-
ment investigation and the subsequent resignation of an 
employee.
 In late March, on an unrelated matter, the paper fi led 
a public records request for a copy of the tape recording 
and a transcript of a shade meeting between city com-
missioners and their attorney to discuss a settlement 
agreement with Karen and Jake Gallo, the owners of 
the now defunct city pier restaurant that operated under 
the Bradenton Beach Pier Cafe Inc.
 The city informed The Islander that the transcript 
was available on Monday April 7, as the paper went to 
press.
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The Island Experts Since 1972

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center 

778-9622

Massage • Nails • Skin • Hair
Yoga • Accupuncture

Join us for a 

“Please Massage My Feet"
Workshop

10am-3pm • Saturday • April 19
$50 per person

Body & Sol SPA & WELLNESS

941 650-5441
9805 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria

(upstairs of the Old IGA)
www.annamariadayspa.com

Relax...be well

Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

Located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA • 9809 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria 
(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!

The wedding was beautiful...
the fl owers were
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Steering AME’s educational ship: Then and now

Jim Kronus, left, and Tom Levengood, right, share their experiences as principals of Anna Maria Elementary 
School. Levengood is currently AME’s principal, while Kronus spent 25 years at the helm, retiring in 1999. In 
honor of his contributions to Island youth, the school’s auditorium will be named for Kronus April 15. Islander 
Photo: Diana Bogan

By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 On April 15 the Anna Maria Elementary School 
auditorium will be dedicated to the school’s longest 
serving principal, Jim Kronus, who led the school from 
1974 to 1999.
 One might expect that many things have changed 
at AME since Kronus agreed to replace his predeces-
sor, Tom Walker. For one, the rows of classrooms and 
open breezeways have since been replaced by a two-
story enclosed building. The auditorium is one of the 
few remaining early structures still standing today and 
being utilized by students and the community just as it 
was when Kronus was principal. 
 And, just as many things have changed, surpris-
ingly, many things at the little school by the bay remain 
the same. The Islander met with Kronus and AME’s 
current principal Tom Levengood for a look at AME 
— then and now.

How did you become principal at AME?
 Kronus: At the time, 1974, I was the principal at 
Manatee Elementary. Burt Woodson was the [Manatee 
County] director of elementary education and he came 
to me and said he had a job at AME if I wanted it. 
That was the hiring process. I lived on the Island so I 
thought, “The heck with it, I’ll go.”
 Levengood: I had been principal at Bayshore 
Elementary School for 12 years and had considered 
applying for the position at AME when Tim Kolbe left, 
but Bayshore was going through a [new school] design 
phase so I stayed to see it through.
 The hiring process has changed. Now a selec-
tion committee of parents and staff is presented with 
three qualifi ed candidates to interview. In my case, 
this process was bypassed because Superintendent 
Roger Dearing chose to appoint me to AME in Feb-
ruary 2007 when Kathy Hayes was appointed to Gullet 
Elementary. 
 When only one of the applicants is a principal in 
good standing at an existing Manatee County school, 
the superintendent may directly appoint that applicant 
to the open position.

How many teachers did you have on 
staff? And average student body?

 Kronus: There were 10 teachers when I came on 
board and 15 when I left. We averaged approximately 
230 students. Our largest enrollment was 398, and up 
until 1978, sixth-graders remained on campus. 
 Levengood: We have 14 teachers this year, nine of 
whom Kronus hired. Enrollment was 317 last year; it’s 
295 currently.

What’s your average class size?
 Levengood: Because we are adhering to the class-
size amendment [state mandated teacher-student ratio] 
we have 18 students per class in grades kindergarten 
through third and 22 students per class in fourth- and 
fi fth-grades. 
 Kronus: I had up to 36 students in a class. Some-
times up to 30 in kindergarten. And that’s with no air 
conditioning, no computers and no television.

Has transportation changed?
 Kronus: We had one school bus. It traveled north 
[on the Island] to pick up students, dropped them off at 
school and then traveled south to pick up the remaining 
students.
 Levengood: We have two school buses. One takes 
the northern route and the other runs the southern end 
of the Island.

What are some of the other 
fundamental differences?

 Kronus: Well, we certainly didn’t have a licensed 
practical nurse providing the extent of care kids get at 

school today. We had “motherly care.” We used to have 
volunteer moms and occasionally dads in the clinic.
 Levengood: Now we administer medications with 
parent permission, give breathing treatments and more 
extensive care depending on the school. Some schools 
have students with special needs that must be accom-
modated.
 Kronus: Dress code has also changed. Women 
[staff] were required to wear hose and men wore shirts 
with ties. There were no aides. We ate lunch with our 
kids and it was no big deal. We knew our kids. It was 
a whole different time period that was just incredible.

What’s your leadership philosophy?
 Kronus: I believe there are two important people 
in a child’s life: Mom and dad. Everything comes from 
them, his/her character and outlook on life. We take that 
and develop that together — the parents in conjunction 
with teachers, but the parents have more responsibility. 
I always encouraged parents to take part in the school. I 
had an open-door policy where parents were welcome 
— and not just for lunch.
 Our community is special in that way. It blows my 

PLEASE SEE AME, NEXT PAGE

Then and nowThen and now
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“It’s a real honor for me … 
I never in my wildest dreams 
thought something like this 
could happen.” — Jim Kronus

mind how many people come, and not just parents but 
community organizations and civic groups, too. Every-
one rallied around the school.
 People would come in after receiving a bonus at 
work and share it with the school. I never worried about 
funding things for the school. Our Parent-Teacher Orga-
nization was very supportive. It gives me goose bumps 
thinking about it.
 We did things here without help from downtown. 
The community took up the slack and it was no big 
deal. You’ll be surprised what people are willing to do 
if you just let them. 
 Levengood: The community is the same way today. 
When we have a money crunch, the PTO makes a big 
difference. Community members and staff step up to 
meet our needs in obtaining grants for the school and 
donating to the PTO. This year we’ve added $9,000 to 
our operational budget thanks to grants and donations 
from communitywide civic organizations.
 Our doors are still open to parents and volunteers 
and the staff pitches in to help each other out, too. I 
think it’s important for the kids to see their principal 
step in and help serve lunch. It’s my job, too.
 I’m a fi rm believer that we all learn best in a “teach-
able moment.” I lead staff that way, too. Rather than 
being negative in my response, there usually comes an 
opportunity to ask what happened, what the result was 
and how we might change things. 

What role has the caboose
played on campus?

 Kronus: The Pettigrews made arrangements for the 
caboose to be given to the school. Other parents got a 
fl atbed to transport it, carpenters put in cabinets, electri-
cians donated their time — it was a community project 
that didn’t cost a dime to get out here and operational. It 
was used as an offi ce, speech therapy classroom, com-
puter lab and space for our resource offi cer.
 Levengood: With the help of the school district, 
we are refurbishing the caboose. We have just fi nished 
painting the inside and carpet should be in by the end 
of spring break. One side of the caboose will house a 
school museum and the other side will be used as our 
school store.

What’s one of your proudest moments or 
achievements at AME?

 Kronus: We set up the fi rst computer lab in Manatee 
County. And the “morning show” television program we 
started at the time was top of the line. We had profes-
sionals come in and the production was quite good. 
 I remember I had a little kid that gave me a hard 
time. He was a fourth-grader and I told him to be our 
cameraman. He started taking the camcorder around 
recording. He went on to the University of Central Flor-
ida and pursued media communications. It just shows, 
you never know what can happen to a kid.
 Levengood: Losing Pete Lannon was a sad moment, 
yet I’m so proud at how staff and the community pulled 
together to do a memorial. On a windy day, I think 
of Pete because I hear his bell ring out front. And the 
kids ring it as they walk by, or I’ll see them standing 

AME Then and now
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and staring at the giant Etch-A-Sketch heart. I’ve heard 
kindergarteners and fi rst-graders explaining the mean-
ing of each memento along “Lannon’s Way” — and 
they didn’t know him personally. I’m thrilled with the 
positive way he is being remembered.

What was considered cutting-edge 
technology?

 Kronus: Oh we had six computers in our lab and 
thought it was great. Dial-up modems were heaven. Even 
just a copy machine was great technology. We used to 
have old mimeographs — kids today have no idea.
 Levengood: Class sets of computers on mobile carts. 
There is no better way to learn. Kids read, research online, 
type notes from class — these are skills they will use the 
rest of their lives. Computers are not going away.

Where was a favorite place to spend time 
on campus?

 Kronus: The offi ce area where people came in. I could 
see everyone as they passed — and my offi ce was nothing. 
I could only fi t two folding chairs and a small desk.
 Levengood: I love it when the kids are outside 
working in the gardens. If I can, I like to get out and 
see what they’re doing and I’ve planted a surprise of my 
own for the kindergarteners in their sunfl ower garden 
just outside my offi ce. 

Any special school rules?
 Kronus: I had two rules. No fl ip-fl ops and you must 
bring me a cupcake on your birthday. I would always 
eat the cupcake and, in that way, I got to know the child 
better. When I retired they had a huge, giant cupcake 
for me from Publix.
 Levengood: We still make a special deal out of 
birthdays by announcing them on the morning news. 
And, kids still bring cupcakes.

Final thoughts: 
 Kronus: This was the best job in the world. I never 
thought I was going to “work.”
 Levengood: It still is the best job in the world. Just 
coming over the bridge in the morning is a relief. It 
truly is the best job I’ve ever had.
 Kronus: And Islanders respect this school. In 25 
years I never had any vandalism, no broken windows, 
nothing. Thanksgiving Day we had a bunch of guys in 
their 20s and 30s who had a “Turkey Bowl” football 
game on campus. When I noticed there was a lot of beer 
drinking — a lot — I just asked the guys to put their 
cans in the trash and that’s what they did. It was very 
laid back.
 Levengood: It’s almost the same now. I was in dis-
belief when I came here. At Bayshore, we had graffi ti 
and anything you put outside would get smashed. Gar-

dens would be ruined if we had planted them there.
 The fi rst thing I noticed when I came here was that 
things stayed nice. You can place something outside and 
nothing happens to it, so we are able to have stepping 
stones the students made, benches, and I even brought 
a birdbath I made and it’s respected.

Auditorium event
 AME guidance counselor Cindi Harrison is col-
lecting memories from the community from the days 
Kronus was principal to share at the dedication cer-
emony April 15. If you have a “Kronus Days” memory 
to share, either as a guest speaker on the event program 
or as part of a written collection for Kronus, contact 
Harrison at 941-708-5525. Written submissions can be 
mailed to the school at 4700 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach 
Fl 34217 to Harrison’s attention or e-mailed to her at 
harrisc@fc.manatee.k12.fl .us.
 The community is invited to share in the celebra-
tion, which begins at 6:30 p.m. and will feature enter-
tainment and refreshments.
 “Parents, kids and staff have a lot of respect for him 
and what he did for this school,” Levengood acknowl-
edged.
 “You can’t please everyone, you just do the best 
you can in that moment,” said Kronus. “It’s a real honor 
for me. I never in my wildest dreams thought something 
like this could happen.” 

Privateers collect 
scholarship applications

 Applications for the Anna Maria Island Pri-
vateers scholarship program are due by Tuesday, 
May 15.
 Applications can be picked up from local 
high school guidance offi ces or at The Islander 
newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 To be eligible for the scholarship, a person 
must be a recent high school graduate or attending 
Manatee Community College or a senior college 
for the fi rst time.
 Applicants must also live in Manatee 
County.
 The application includes basic background 
questions, as well as requires a copy of the stu-
dent’s academic transcript and a one-page sum-
mary of the student’s education and career plans 
and objectives.
 The Privateers are expected to announce 
the scholarship winners in mid-June and present 
awards on July 4, during the Island’s Indepen-
dence Day celebration.
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Ann Maher
 Ann Maher, 81, of Holmes Beach, died March 
31.

 Mrs. Maher moved to Anna 
Maria Island 31 years ago. 
She was a volunteer with Selby 
Gardens in Sarasota and the 
Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce. She was a member 
of the St. Bernard Catholic 
Church in Holmes Beach. She 
was an accomplished quilter, 
knitter and gardener.
 Memorial contributions may 
be made to Sarasota Alzheim-

er’s Association, 1230 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota FL 
34239, or to Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
P.O. Box 253, Anna Maria FL 34216.
 She is survived by husband Dick; daughters 
Suzanne Reed of Silverthorne, Colo., Kathleene Bergan 
of Bradenton, Marianne Wilson of Aspen, Colo., Patri-
cia of Stowe, Ohio; and son Michael of Aspen, Colo.; 
and seven grandchildren.

     

hair
skin
massage
nails
makeup

5311 gulf drive
holmes beach

in the Tidemark shops
941.778.5400

www.acquaaveda.com

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming

Raw/Frozen 
Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
Gift Items

Island Yoga Space
9805 Gulf Drive (upstairs)
Anna Maria, FL
941-778-3149
www.islandyogaspace.com

April Workshops:April Workshops:
• Foot Massage April 19th • Yoga for Back 
Pain April 26th • See website for details

Featured class at Island Yoga Space
Anusara-Style Yoga 
with Randy Pauley
Strength • Balance • Grace
Tuesdays • 9:30 am

Spice Rack
Specializing in Indian Foods,

Spices and Ready-to-eat Foods.
Plus British, Thai and Italian Foods!

New shipment of
Pork Bangers and Big Ben Bangers 

just in!
7445 Manatee Ave. W. (Albertson’s Plaza)
941-792-6200 • www.spicerackstores.com

KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Native Native 
plants!plants!

• Full-Service Garden Center 
• Yard Maintenance • Pool Maintenance 
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Mulch, Shell, Rock Delivered and Spread

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

We’ve gone wireless! Enjoy a 
FREE wireless Internet connection 
when you visit The Islander and 
Ooh La La! Password: Islander

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 March 31, 200 block Oak Avenue, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took multiple items from his 
vehicle.

Bradenton Beach
 No reports.

Holmes Beach
 March 29, 6000 block Gulf Drive, burglary. The 
complainant said someone took a GPS unit, valued at 
$400, from his vehicle. 
 March 31, 200 block 83rd Street, burglary. The 
complainant said someone took $300 from her vehicle 
overnight. 
 April 2, 4000 block of 127th Street, Cortez, boat 
crash. Holmes Beach officers responded to a crash 
between a rented personal watercraft and a Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission vessel. Damage 
was estimated at $100.
 April 2, 5333 Gulf Drive, Time Saver, theft. The 
store owner said a man took two cans of soda from the 
store without paying for them. Police were unable to 
locate the man.

William F. Barranger Jr.
 William F. Barranger Jr., 81, of Holmes Beach, died 
March 28.
 Born in Baltimore, Mr. Barranger came to Manatee 
County from Walpole, Mass., in 2004. He served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II. 
 Memorial services were April 2. Brown and Sons 
Funeral home was in charge of arrangements. 
 He is survived by wife of 56 years Priscilla; daugh-
ter Lynne Carlson and husband Michael of Walpole, 
Mass.; sons Jay and wife Janette of Lanesboro, Mass., 
and Jack and wife Nancy of Laguna Hills, Calif.; and 
grandchildren Stephanie, Jennifer, Wesley, Jannie and 
Lindsey; and niece Susan. 

Betty Ann Beer
 Betty Ann Beer, 85, of Bradenton, formerly of 
Holmes Beach, died March 31.
 Born in Monroe, Wis.,  she moved to Manatee 
County in 1971.
 Mrs. Beer was a retired bank teller with Wachovia 
Bank in Holmes Beach. She was a member of Roser 
Memorial Community Church and First United Meth-
odist Church in Monroe. She was a charter member of 
VFW Post 2312 Auxiliary in Monroe, and a member 
of Moose Lodge of Bradenton Beach and American 
Legion Kirby Stewart Post 24, Bradenton.
 Memorial services will be at a later date in Monroe. 
Griffi th-Cline Funeral Home, Bradenton, was in charge 
of arrangements.
 She is survived by son A. Grant Beer of Bradenton; 
sister Edna Holcomb of Monroe; three grandchildren; 
and six great-grandchildren.

Martha Elizabeth Carnes
 Martha Elizabeth Carnes, 89, a 45-year resident of 
Holmes Beach, died March 31. 
 Mrs. Carnes was born in Bluffton, Ind. She was a 
retired obstetrics nurse at Manatee Memorial Hospi-
tal. 
 Memorial services were April 5 at Griffi th-Cline 
Funeral Home, Bradenton. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Hospice of Palm Beach County, 5300 E. 
Ave., West Palm Beach FL 33407.
 She is survived by son Thomas Carnes and wife 
Kay of North Palm Beach, Fla.; daughter-in-law Jen-
nifer of Tallahassee, Fla.; niece Nancy Laszczewski 
of Chicago, Ill.; grandchildren: Jim and wife Donna 
of Surprise, Ariz., Laura Creeden and husband Kris of 
Clermont, Fla.; Amy Etter and husband Chris, Renee 
Carlson and husband Tony; Melissa Roy and husband 
Leon, Ben, all of Tallahassee; and Chris and wife Jen-
nifer of Stuart, Fla.; and 14 great-grandchildren.

Obituaries

Ann Maher

Center receives grant
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center 
has received a $4,740 grant from the Manatee 
Community Foundation for its teen program.
 The grant will help fund the Center’s per-
sonal development program promoting life and 
scholastic skills among middle and high school 
students.
 Specifi cally the money will be used to fund 
leadership training at the Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria.
 For more information, including application 
to the leadership program, call Center coordina-
tor Jeff Darwin at 941-778-1908, ext. 9207.

Museum hosts fashions
 The Anna Maria Island Historical Society Museum 
is hosting a fashion display through May 1.
 The display at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria, features styles from the 1920s on loan from 
Retro Rosie vintage clothing store in Bradenton.
 “The vintage apparel … is a colorful display of 
delicate, wispy frocks from Paris that any well-dressed 
fl apper of the time would have loved to wear to lunch on 
the Island,” states a news release from the museum.
 The exhibit also features evening wear, hats, under-
garments and other items.
 The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day-Saturday. For information call, 941-778-0492.

Garden club to meet at Roser
 The Anna Maria Island Garden Club will meet at 
noon Wednesday, April 16, at Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 Plans call for a regular meeting and the club’s 
annual salad luncheon. The program will be the last of 
the winter season.
 For more information, call Susan Fernald at 941-
779-0329.

Streetlife

Jack H. Shinn
 Jack H. Shinn, 81, of Anna Maria, died April 3. He 
was born in Jackson, Mich., and came to Anna Maria 
22 years ago. 
 Mr. Shinn is survived by wife Evelyn, daughters 
Jackie Shinn of East Lansing, Mich., and Sharon Corey 
of Newport Beach, Calif.; grandchildren Juliann and 
Lynn and fi ve great-grandchildren.

Doris E. Stenberg
 Doris E. Stenberg, 91, of Bradenton, died April 3. 
She came to Bradenton in 1990 from Fort Lauderdale. 
 A memorial service will be held at ll a.m. Thursday, 
April 10, at the chapel of Roser Memorial Community 
Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
 Memorial contributions may be made to Roser 
Church, P.O. Box 247, Anna Maria FL 34216, or Tide-
well Hospice and Palliative Care, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sara-
sota FL 34238. Brown & Sons Funeral Home, 43rd Street 
Chapel, Bradenton, is in charge of arrangements.
 She is survived by son Ronald and wife Jane of Fort 
Lauderdale; daughter Beverly and husband Bo Kimsey 
of Anna Maria; four grandsons, Robert, Scott, David and 
Stephen; and two great-grandchildren, Rian and Mason.
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$18
$76

Prices subject to change

$20
$108

Stollers • Cribs • Car Seats • Etc. Stollers • Cribs • Car Seats • Etc. 

941-724-0979 
www.AFHBR.com    
i [

Stone Crab 
Specials! 

Floaters $5/lb. 
Medium $10/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $15/lb. 
Buy 20 pounds and save more!

Floaters $4/lb. 
Medium $8/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $12/lb.

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC. 
4600 124th St. W., Cortez 

941-794-1249 
M-F: 8am-Noon & 1-5pm • Sat: 8am-Noon

at AP BELL 

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

When’s the last time 
you tasted coffee 

in an old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

AME MeNU
Monday, April 14

Breakfast: Breakfast Pizza, Bagel, 
Cinnamon Roll, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Cheeseburgers or Chicken Tenders, Potato 
Smiles, Green Beans, Mixed Fruit, Tangerines

Tuesday, April 15
Breakfast: Blueberry Muffi n, Cereal, Toast, 

Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Breaded Chicken Pieces or Hot Dog, Red 

Potatoes, Broccoli with Cheese Sauce, Pears
Wednesday, April 16

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, 
Super Donut, Toast, Cereal

Lunch: Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Assorted 
Salads and Sandwiches, Chips, 
Carrots with Dip, Strawberry Cup

Thursday, April 17
Breakfast: Chicken Patty on a Bun, 

Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Taco or Burrito, Spanish Rice, Pineapple 

and Oranges
Friday, April 18

Breakfast: French Toast Sticks, Bagel, 
Cinnamon Roll, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Pizza or Hot Ham and Cheese on Bun, 
Corn, Salad, Juice Bar����� ��	 
��� �� ����	 ���� ���� 
����

AGAMI artist 
of the month
Joanne Christian, 
left, performed 
at the reception 
for artist-of-the-
month Karen Cun-
ningham, right, at 
the Artists Guild 
of Anna Maria 
Island Gallery in 
Holmes Beach. 
AGAMI also is 
featuring Andrew 
Theophilopoulos, 
17, as its student 
of the month in 
the Guild Gal-
lery, 5414 Marina 
Drive. For more 
information, call 
941-778-6694. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose

Manatee High band sells 
coupon book

 The Manatee High School Marching Canes and 
Sugar Canes are selling coupon books to raise money 
to participate in a London New Year’s Day Parade.
 The $20 books contain coupons valued at more 
than $3,000, including discount vouchers for a number 
of Anna Maria Island businesses. About $10 from each 
book sold will go toward travel, $7 toward other band 
needs and $3 toward printing costs.
 “An incredible opportunity awaits as our march-
ing band … prepares to travel to London, England, to 
participate in the 2009 New Year’s Day Parade,” said 
bands director Jim Bruce. “We are honored to have 
been selected from bands around the world … and we 
want every member to be able to participate.”
 The coupon books are available from band mem-
bers and Sugar Canes and are also for sale at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center, Body & Sol and the 
city pier in Anna Maria and AMI Video, Sand Dollar 
boutique, Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
and Holmes Beach True Value in Holmes Beach.

Democratic club to meet
 The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club will hold a 
lunch meeting at noon Monday, April 21, at the Beach-
House Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach.
 The topic will be “Election 2008” with Holmes 
Beach resident and former Washington, D.C., corre-
spondent James McCartney.
 For more information about the program, call Dale 
de Haan at 941-778-9287.

Bradenton Beach 
updating guide

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Visitors guides to Bradenton Beach are so scarce these 
days city offi cials and business owners share copies.
 But the city is preparing to produce another 6,000 
copies — as well as revise the publication to feature 
the newest soft-impact amenities and opportunities in 
the Island’s southernmost city.
 Meeting at city hall March 31, members of a 
WAVES subcommittee discussed additions to last 
spring’s guide, including advertisements.
 The WAVES committee exists to promote Braden-
ton Beach as a Waterfronts Florida Partnership commu-
nity in cooperation with a state program and is blending 
with the city’s scenic highway committee.
 The committee’s guide — edition one — explores 
opportunities for recreation and ecotourism, as well as 
history. The pamphlet also contains tips for tourists, 
such as instructions for doing the “stingray shuffl e” 
and a code of conduct for turtle season. 
 The second edition of the guide, printed on sand-
colored paper, will be revised to include six pages of 
advertising and additional information.
 Ads will be priced from $275 to $950, agreed sub-
committee members, with local businessman Dana 
Snell taking the lead on sales.
 Additional guidebook information will inform visitors 
on the renovated pier, promote trolley ridership, highlight 
the city’s anti-plastic bag program, refer to efforts to initi-
ate a water taxi, make mention of the new miniature golf 
course and the new multi-use path along the beach, as well 
as detail a near-shore shipwreck.
 “We want to do a page on the Regina this time,” said 
Lisa Marie Phillips, the city’s project and program man-
agement director. Phillips said the wreck of the tanker-
barge, which went down in March 1940 in the Gulf near 
Seventh Street North, is the only underwater archeologi-
cal preserve of its kind in southwestern Florida.
 The updated book may also contain references to 
the West Manatee Fire Rescue District retired station 
house in Bradenton Beach, a walking-tour guide and a 
postage-paid postcard for visitors’ comments.
 The postcard is required under funding from Visit 
Florida, the state tourism agency, which provided $3,000 
for the project, of which bout $1,200 went toward a pro-
gram Web page at waves.cityofbradentonbeach.com and 
$1,800 will go toward printing the books.
 The rest of the money needed to cover production 
costs, about $4,200, would be raised with ad sales.
 Subcommittee member Barbara Rodocker said busi-
nesses may struggle this time of year to buy into the book.
 “We’re at the end of season,” the Island business-
woman said. “The door closed Sunday.… It’s going to 
be a hard sell.”
 But Snell and other subcommittee members were 
confi dent they could sell six pages.
 The subcommittee plans to meet again at 3 p.m. 
Friday, April 11, at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N.
 The Scenic Waves Partnership Committee meeting 
will take place at 3 p.m. Monday, April 14, at city hall.
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CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

Island Chiropractic Center 
Grand Opening Special!

To celebrate the relocation of our Island offi ce and the GRAND 
OPENING of our second location in Bradenton, we are offering 
all NEW PATIENTS seen during the month of April: 

• FREE Consultation 
• Examination 
• X-rays (if needed) for only $25! (regularly $168) 

Please call either offi ce for an appointment! 
Bradenton 941-761-0500 • Holmes Beach 941-778-0722 

600 Marina Dr., Suite 104, Holmes Beach 
5917 Manatee Ave. W. , Suite 603, Bradenton

 *The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel 
payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment that is 
performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays  7:30 & 10am
Rector’s Class  8:45am

Thursdays 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat morning prayer 8am

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

Saturday 5pm – 
Sunday 8am – 

9:15 am   –
10:30am –  

Celebrate!
Traditional Worship
Adult Forum
Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church Schoolyayyy C CC rc Sc oohoooolSundndaSSSSSuSSSSSundnddayayayyy C CChuhurcrchh h ScScSchohohoololol

Come Celebrate With Us

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

778-1813
6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach

www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

Acupuncture Can Help! 
• Arthritis • Weight loss

• Back, neck, knee pain
• And much more

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Free consultations, 773- 6134

Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Tired of embarrassing 
newsprint smudges?

Get your news online at

Islander.org!

Islanders analog TVs 
going dark next year

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Islanders should start now to prepare themselves 
for the loss of their analog television signals in Febru-
ary 2009.
 That’s the word from BrightHouse Networks, 
which last week sent a not-so-subtle letter to Island 
municipal governments looking for business.
  The letter noted that, effective Feb. 17, 2009, the 
Federal Communications Commission is halting analog 
signals from the major television networks and local 
stations. 
 The FCC has made that decision to free the airways 
utilized by analog signals for public functions, such as 
police and fi re departments, BrightHouse said.
  The letter to the mayors of the Island cities said 
BrightHouse wants to “reassure your constituents that 
nobody wants to see anyone ‘left in the dark,’” and the 
company has begun a public education campaign now 
to avoid later confusion.
  BrightHouse noted in its letter that as a “provider” 
of cable television, it has already switched all its signals 
to digital and offers a variety of digital services pack-
ages to “help a range of people make the conversion.”
  Islanders and mainlanders who presently only have 
rabbit ears or antennas for reception will have three 
options to continue to receive television signals after 
Feb. 19, said BrightHouse.
  • Sign up for service with a provider like Bright 
House.
  • Purchase a digital-to-analog converter box.
  • Buy a new digital television.
  To assist with the conversion, Bright House said 
that between now and March 31, 2009, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce will provide all households in the 
United States with two $40 coupons to be used toward 
the purchase of up to two converter boxes.
 Current BrightHouse cable customers will not be 
affected, the company said, as long as their televisions 
are hooked up to cable.
 For more information, BrightHouse customers can 
call the company at 866-976-3279.
 It should be noted that other cable television pro-
viders in the area, including Verizon and ComCast, also 
offer the same services within their contracted areas.

Bubbly by the bay
Pictured above, Le Dolce Donne 
— Beverly Whitby, Karolyn 
Silbaugh and Pam Green — get 
in tune for the Anna Maria Island 
Community Chorus and Orches-
tra’s spring gala, which took 
place April 5 at a bayfront home 
in northwest Bradenton. Those 
who attended the “Taste of Music 
Champagne Gala” wined and 
dined, danced and sang. AMICCO 
performed its fi nal concert of the 
2007-08 season on March 30. 

Left, guests arrive to the “Taste of 
Music Champagne Gala” pre-
sented April 5 at the home of Bill 
and Rosita Greer in Bradenton. 
The event raised about $5,000 to 
$6,000 for the Anna Maria Island 
Community Chorus and Orches-
tra, according to organizer Dantia 
Gould. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff
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5317 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
in the Tidemark Shoppes

941.778.5446
Membership Special

Enroll for only

$29    
save $100!

• Group Fitness • Circuit Training
• Free Weights • Nutritional Consultations

• Cardio Training • Resistance Training
• Personal Training • Seminars

501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

MULLET 
SALE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

941 778-7978 
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Mullet fi shers may get weekends back
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 Commercial fi shermen will be allowed to fi sh for 
mullet on weekends if the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission does what everyone con-
cerned expects. 
 Meeting in Tallahassee this week, the commis-
sion will take up mullet fi shing weekends as part of a 
full agenda of such range as taking bald eagles off the 
“threatened” list, gopher tortoise protection and staples 
on stone crab traps. 
 The prohibition of weekend commercial fi shing of 
mullet is part of the gill net ban of 1995. The ban put a 
large part of Anna Maria Island, Cortez and other Gulf of 
Mexico fi shers out of business. FWC pointed out that the 

weekend ban was far in excess of anything it had wanted 
in its fi shery management program. 
 The mullet harvest since has been limited to much 
smaller nets, and most fi shers use cast nets. These are 
hard labor devices that are cast fl at over the water by 
one person, sink and gather up any fi sh in the nets’ small 
range, to be hauled in with more of that hard labor. 
 Even this limited form of mullet harvest was 
banned on weekends from July to January to let 
the mullet fi shery restore itself. It is designed to let 
females escape their inshore habitat for the open Gulf 
waters, where they gather as part of the spawning 
cycle. 
 It has worked, said an FWC spokesman, for now 
in much of the Gulf, and especially this area. The FWC 

goal of assuring that 35 percent of spawners escape to 
the open waters has been reached nearly everywhere 
and has been well exceeded in our waters. Mullet are 
abundant here now, FWC said. 
 Stocks have improved to the point that fi shery man-
agement professionals are recommending that the com-
mission rescind the weekend prohibition. It is expected 
to vote on the matter Wednesday, April 9. If the vote is 
to dump the weekend ban, fi nal action likely will come 
at the FWC’s June meeting. 
 The commission will vote on whether to allow use of 
16-gauge or thinner degradable staples on the degradable 
panel on wire stone crab traps. As for gopher tortoises, 
FWC will consider creating guidelines for human activities 
that affect them. 

Gee lawyers respond to response
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 It’s getting a bit diffi cult to understand who all the 
responders are in the lawsuit fi led in December 2007 
against the City of Anna Maria by resident Laura Gee 
regarding the city’s issuance of multiple variances to 
Gee’s neighbor, Terry Olesen. 
 The variances were part of a mediated settlement 
agreement in a lawsuit Olesen fi led against the city after 
then-building offi cial Kevin Donohue halted work in 
April 2007 on a renovation project at Olesen’s home 
at 504 S. Bay Blvd., alleging that the construction was 
encroaching on a city right of way.
 Following a series of legal maneuvers and “responses” 
among all three parties, Gee fi red back on March 31 when 
her attorney, Ricinda Perry, replied to “respondents’ 
response to this court’s order to show cause.” Perry said 
the “purpose for this reply is to respond to respondents’ 
contention on page two of their response.”
 Perry alleged that the city did not have “competent 
substantial evidence” to grant the variances, as the city con-
tended in its response to Gee’s lawsuit. Rather, she said, the 
aforementioned settlement agreement “formed the basis for 
the city’s approval of the variances at issue, not the requisite 
evidentiary basis” established by the city’s land-development 
code.
 She asked the court to “fi nd that certiorari relief be 
granted” to her client.
 The matter began in April 2007 when Donohue 
ordered a halt to the Olesen remodeling project because 
he believed it was encroaching on a city-owned 10-foot-
wide right of way on the north end of the Olesen prop-
erty.
  Although the Olesens produced letters from city 
offi cials in the early 1980s indicating those offi cials 

believed the Olesens owned the easement, city attorney 
Jim Dye was not able to fi nd where the city had ever 
legally vacated the easement to the Olesens. 
  The Olesens sued, Donohue was dismissed in a 
cost-cutting measure, the city agreed to mediation and 
eventually the variances were granted. 
  Gee counter-sued, the city responded, but did not 
grant the Olesens a certifi cate of occupancy pending 
the outcome of the Gee lawsuit. The Olesens sued to 
demand the city comply with the mediation settlement 
and Gee has now responded.
  The city, which is represented by attorney Greg 
Hootman on behalf of the Florida League of Cities, had 
not yet fi led its response as of press deadline April 4.

Buchanan gets 
county past-due 

renourishment money
 Congressman Vern Buchanan last week announced 
that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will reimburse 
Manatee County $1.736 million for costs associated 
with the 2002 Anna Maria Island beach renourishment 
project.
 Buchanan said he and other members of the house 
worked in a bipartisan effort to get the money from 
the Corp, which had entered into a cooperative agree-
ment with the county, but failed to meet its end of the 
bargain.
 “For years, the Corps failed to fully reimburse the 
county for the project’s federal costs. I am pleased that 
with this payment the Corps has honored its commit-
ment to the county.”

Vacation dreaming
Leana and Bennie Hichez of Orlando complete an 
entry for a vacation package from the Tidemark 
Resorts while perusing the offerings at the Coquina 
Beach Arts and Crafts Show April 5-6. Proceeds from 
the raffl e benefi t the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park, also the benefi ciary of the arts and crafts event. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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Tee time: Countdown begins for putt-putt opening
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 There’s little room for sizable development in Bra-
denton Beach, but the city is about to get its fi rst golf 
course.
 The Fishing Hole miniature golf course is expected 
to open within the next two weeks, by May 1 at the 
latest.
 The course consists of 18 holes, but it’s just a tiny 
fraction of the acres that make up other 18-hole golf 
courses in Manatee County. The course is nestled in the 
shade of the Bridge Street Bazaar at 117 Bridge St.
 “The only thing that isn’t in yet is the pencils,” 
Dana Snell said of the mini-golf equipment. Snell 
manages the Bridge Street Bazaar and has charted the 
progress of the Fishing Hole, owned by relatives Jacob 
Spooner and Deborah Sniadach.
 Pitching the putt-putt course to city commissioners 
in late 2007, Spooner said, “All the business owners 
on Bridge Street are for it. They believe it will draw 
some traffi c. After growing up here and working at the 
Beach Bazaar since I’ve been 15, all I’ve heard is that 
there isn’t much to do on the Island after the sun goes 
down. This will look like a park.”
 On a recent weekday, with one crew working on a 
concrete project and another working on landscaping 
at the Fishing Hole, Snell surveyed the grounds.
 “You hear a lot of ‘What is there to do on the 
Island?’” he said, adding that the course will cater to 
families with children.
 The Bradenton Beach Planning Commission rec-
ommended the project on Dec. 7, 2007, and the Bra-
denton Beach City Commission signed off on the plans 
for the course later that month. 
 The architectural design for the course, created by 
Islander Mike McCaleb and displayed near the Bridge 
Street sidewalk for the curious, shows buffers consisting of 
palm trees, 10 public parking spaces, the course layout and 
walkways to each hole, a cashier’s booth, a water tower that 
empties into a pond near the center of the course, a replica 
of a stilted ice house and a porch to hold rocking chairs.
 “I hope there’s going to be lemonade for sale 
nearby,” said Sam Hudson, a curious vacationer from 
Schaumburg, Ill.
 Hudson was one of a number of Bridge Street walk-
ers last week to stop and peer through the netting on 
the north side of the course to watch the workers.
 “Me and the kids go to town to play maybe four 
times a year,” said Islander Paula Goerg. “It’s nice to 
have one more reason not to leave the Island.”
 The course has had some critics who complained 
about the potential for noise or tacky displays and that 
it would detract from the “old Florida” charm of Bridge 
Street.
 The operators maintain that the Fishing Hole will 
not be kitschy — no arm-waving clowns or spin-
ning windmills, no pet alligators to feed or snakes to 
charm.
 Rather, the course is in the spirit of old Florida, said 
Snell, referring to the open porch with rocking chairs, 
the tropical music and the nautical-themed displays.
 A spokesperson for the U.S. ProMiniGolf Associa-
tion based in Myrtle Beach, S.C., said miniature golf 
courses are a part of old Florida, dating back to the 
mid-1920s and taking off during the Depression era.
 The courses of Florida’s yesteryears are on the 
decline — in the 1930s there were an estimated 3,000 
mini-golf courses in the state compared to about 200 
today. The decline also occurred at the national level 
— 20,000 courses in the 1930s compared to 4,000 now, 
according to the U.S. ProMiniGolf.
 While the Fishing Hole will be low-tech, Snell 
promised some tough play, most signifi cantly on No. 
18, where putters “got to jump the water.”
 “There’s obstacles here and there,” he added. “It’s 
defi nitely going to be challenging.”
 Each of the holes was designed by a Wisconsin 
company and shipped to Bradenton Beach for instal-
lation. Some holes were reconfi gured to accommodate 
parking requirements.
 “The contractor put it together like a puzzle,” Snell 
said.
 Bob Dale Construction has served as the project 
contractor. Last week, Dale said the Fishing Hole was 
his fi rst miniature-golf project and he looked forward 
to playing a round when his work was done.
 “I think it’s a great idea for Bradenton Beach,” he 
said.

Right, work takes place on an electrical panel at the 
new miniature golf course on Bridge Street in Bra-

denton Beach. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

A plan for the 
mini golf course 
in Bradenton 
Beach rests 
outside the 
construction 
area for Bridge 
Street passersby 
to see. In the 
background 
is the course, 
including a 
water tower.

 City offi cials also are encouraged by the project. 
“I love to play miniature golf,” said Mayor Michael 
Pierce. “It will be a good place for a family get-to-
gether. I saw more families here [for season] this year 
than I’ve ever seen and I see it getting even better for 

Left, construction contin-
ues at the Fishing Hole 
miniature golf course on 
Bridge Street in Bra-
denton Beach. Islander 
Photo: Jo Ann Meilner

us next year.”
 Snell said he and his friend Spooner have day-
dreamed about a miniature golf course on the Island 
since their high school years.
 “Hopefully,” he said, “I’ll be playing golf a lot.”

Animal stories in oil, watercolor
Artist Linda Chapman, Anna Maria architect Gene Aubry and Gus the Maine Coon attend the April 6 open-
ing of Chapman’s show at the Studio at Gulf and Pine. The whimsical exhibit, “Fur and Feathers in Fine Art,” 
features a painting of Gus — now 14 years older and thinner than when he was captured on canvas. For more 
information about the exhibit, call the Studio at 941-778-1906. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

The fi rst wave on 
Omaha Beach, June 6, 1944
 Warren Sweetman will be the fi rst to tell you he 
is no hero. The heroes are still over there, buried in 
the Allied cemetery at Omaha Beach in Normandy, 
France.
 The U.S. Army and the French and Belgian govern-
ments, however, view Warren a bit differently. He was 
awarded three Purple Hearts, a Silver Star, a Bronze 
Star, the French Croix de Guerre and the Belgian Croix 
de Guerre for his actions during WWII.
 “I just did my duty. I just thank God I made it. So 
many of my buddies, my friends, didn’t come back. 
To this day, it’s still hard to talk about the war,” said 
Warren.
 And there are some parts of the war he declines to 
talk about. The memories are ones he prefers to keep 
inside.
 Warren’s odyssey to Omaha Beach began, as with 
so many other WWII veterans, on Dec. 7, 1941.
 “I was out of high school in Chicago and already 
working construction for my dad. I was 19 years old 
and fi gured a war was coming, but my dad, who was 
in WWI, thought it would be in Europe.”
 Warren and some friends were at the Tick Tack Ice 
Cream Parlor in downtown Chicago that day, when they 
heard the news about Pearl Harbor on the radio. Every-
one immediately made plans to join the military.
 Within the next few days, Warren had enlisted in 
the U.S. Army, opting for the mud-slogging, ground-
pounding infantry instead of a more glamorous service 
such as the Army Air Corps or the Navy.
 “I knew it was my duty to go infantry. My dad was 
in the infantry. In fact, I never said anything, the Army 
just stamped me as in the infantry. They never really 
asked me what I wanted,” he said with a laugh.
 Warren did his training in Texas and Louisiana with 
the 86th Infantry Division, then headed to intelligence 
and reconnaissance school at Fort Meade near Wash-
ington, D.C.
 In mid-1943, he and about half of the division 
boarded a converted luxury liner for the trip to Eng-
land.
 “We had 10,000 troops and 2,000 nurses, but us 
lowly enlisted guys weren’t allowed anywhere near 

Sgt. Warren Sweetman posed with a woman in Mons, Belgium, moments after the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Divi-
sion liberated the town from the Germans. A fi refi ght was still going on behind Sweetman when this picture was 
taken and the Belgians in the picture are looking down the street where the fi ght was taking place.

the nurses. I remember we went unescorted and had 
to worry about the German subs in the Atlantic. We 
sweated it out and after 11 days, we landed in Scot-
land.”
 Quite a number of the “green” troops were split off 
from the division, heading to other units that were in 
need of replacements because they’d just come from 
the fi ghting in North Africa and Sicily. 
  Warren considers himself “lucky” to have been 
assigned to the 1st Infantry Division that had just 
come back from Sicily. The “Big Red One” at that time 
was considered the Army’s most formidable division, 
having distinguished itself in battle against Field Mar-
shal Erwin Rommel in North Africa and the Herman 
Goering Division in Sicily.
 “It was kind of a status to get assigned to the First 
Infantry. Besides, they had seen combat and I knew 
they would have a lot of tips on how to survive.”
  Indeed they did. The “old-timers” of the division 
gave Warren plenty of valuable information on how to 
fi ght the Nazis.
 “They said ‘forget about that combat manual.’ In 
combat, you either learn how to survive in the fi rst fi ve 
minutes or you’re dead.”

 Warren would need plenty of survival tips for his 
new job.
 Assigned to C Company of the 16th Infantry Regi-
ment, his new company commander fi gured that, with 
his recon skills, he would be perfect to train as a for-
ward observer for the division’s 105-mm batteries. 
Although the job called for a second lieutenant, it only 
got Warren promoted to sergeant.
 “They called an FO a ‘seven-minute job,’ because 
that was the average life span of a forward observer in 
combat,” recalled Warren.
 That description did not give him a lot of enthusi-
asm for his new position, but he was determined to do 
his duty.
 Then, the regiment got a ‘pep talk’ from “Blood 
and Guts” himself, Gen. George S. Patton.
 “I remember exactly what he said. He told us how 
to overcome our fear in combat. He said that in three 
days in combat, 60 percent of us would be dead. He 
said that if we got off the beach alive, we should all 
consider ourselves dead. Then, we’ve got nothing to be 
afraid of.”
 It was not the type of stirring battle speech that 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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r early dinner*

ahi tuna appetizer, 10

hearts of palm salad, 8
 tomato, greens 
 and fresh citrus vinaigrette

dinner-size Caesar, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

chicken cordon bleu, 16
 with house salad

mussels in wine-garlic-dijon, 13

pasta alfredo, 12
 with grilled chicken, 15
 with grilled shrimp, 16

sirloin strip steak, 14
 house salad, béarnaise

strip steak sandwich, 14

grouper sandwich, 14
 Grilled, blackened, 
 pan-seared or 
 breaded-sauteed

big burger, 12
 with gogonzola, american
 or swiss cheeses, 14

and for kids (anytime)...
french hot dog, 8
chicken strips, 10

* seated by 6:30 
5406 Marina Drive

 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

inspired the ordinary soldier to become heroic, remem-
bered Warren.
 “We were more determined to do our jobs because 
we didn’t want to let our buddies down in combat than 
from listening to speeches by generals. Still, I liked 
Patton because he didn’t paint us a rosy picture.”
 In late May, the regiment was put into a camp 
sealed with barbed wire and armed guards.
 “We weren’t allowed out. We knew this was the big 
one, the invasion, because we had a lot of briefi ngs on 
our objectives on the beaches. The brass didn’t tell us 
where we were going, just ‘somewhere in Europe’ was 
all we were told.”
 At 6:30 a.m. on June 6, 1944, Warren and his 
company found out the “where” part: Omaha Beach, 
Normandy, France, in the fi rst wave of troops on the 
beach.
 “It was a blood bath,” said Warren with rising emo-
tion. It was not easy for him to say what happened next, 
but Warren did. It is repeated here as he said:
  “Only seven of the 44 men in my boat survived the 
landing. My best buddies got killed instantly. They had 
told us not to stop for anyone. I carried a .45-caliber 
Thompson sub-machine gun. I landed in eight feet of 
water, infl ated my Mae West [life preserver]. I struggled 
to the beach, began to run, fell down, ran, fell down, 
and kept running. My CO was killed right next to me.
  “I don’t know how I made it. The Lord was with 
me, my guardian angels were watching over me.”
  Those fi rst hours on Omaha Beach were a blur for 
Warren.
  “We were told we had to take the beach or we’d 
lose the war. I kept going to the cliffs. Just surviving 
D-Day was a challenge. I just wanted to get through the 
fi rst day. Our division lost 1,100 men in the fi rst two 
hours.”
  These words and memories are not easy for Warren, 
but he has learned with the passage of time and the help 
of some good people that talking about D-Day eases 
the pain.
 After the regiment took its D-Day objectives, it 
came upon the hedgerow country of Normandy. These 
are farm lands surrounded by trees and hedges so thick 
that only a tank could penetrate the borders. It was 

Warren 
Sweetman 
has lived 
in Manatee 
County 
since 1946 
follow-
ing his 
discharge 
from the 
U.S. Army 
after 
serving 
in Europe 
during 
World War 
II. Islander 
Photo: Rick 
Catlin
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perfect defensive terrain for the Germans.
 “We took a lot of casualties getting through the 
hedgerows. The Germans made us pay for every inch,” 
Warren recalled.
 It was during this phase of the campaign Warren 
received his fi rst Purple Heart after being wounded by 
mortar fi re. He was patched up by a medic and returned 
to the front line.
 As an FO, he was required to scout ahead of the 
artillery battery to direct fi re at the enemy. It was a 
lonely job, but Warren survived the “seven minutes” 
normally allotted to the life of an FO.
 In late July, the division was involved in the St. 
Lo offensive. Now attached to Patton’s 3rd Army, the 
division made a break-through of the German lines and 
raced to Paris.
 By Aug. 23, 1944, the division stood on the out-
skirts of the City of Lights, but was not allowed to 
enter.
 “We could have liberated Paris,” Warren recalled, 

“but we had to stop outside the city because of political 
reasons. The brass wanted the French armored division 
to be fi rst in the city, not an American outfi t. So we 
waited.
 “Then, here comes Charles de Gaulle and the rest 
of the French. They made it seem like they liberated 
the country and the city, but they didn’t.”
 The 1st Infantry Division continued its drive to 
Germany by way of Belgium.
 On Sept. 3, 1944, Warren’s outfi t liberated the city 
of Mons, Belgium, and Warren had one of his strangest 
experiences of the war.
 He and his company were involved in a fi refi ght 
with Nazi soldiers when a young woman rushed up to 
him and asked him to pose for a picture.
 “I was the first American soldier she had seen. 
And she wanted a picture in the middle of a fi refi ght. I 
did the picture, but I couldn’t wait to get out of there. 
Here I was, standing on the side of the street and just a 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH FRI. SAT. & SUN. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

few yards away, the Germans were fi ring at my guys. 
I thought I’d get shot in the back.”
 Thankfully, Warren got out of that situation, and the 
girl later mailed her pictures to his parents in Chicago. 
He still has those photographs today.
 While the war had ended for the people of Mons, 
for Warren, the war went on.
 In late September, Warren’s company crossed the 
German border south of Aachen, the ancient capital 
of Germany under Charlemagne. They walked into an 
ambush of Panzer tanks and snipers.
 Warren got so frustrated with the artillery barrage 
he remembers pounding the ground in frustration, 
asking God to stop the bombing.
 He then crawled behind a log for cover. He was 
spotted by a sniper, who shot him through the arm and 
shoulder. He was taken to a fi eld hospital for a few 
days, then sent back to the front. The Army needed 
forward observers.
 Then came the Battle of the Bulge, Adolf Hitler’s 
last desperate gamble to break through the Allied lines 
and reach the port of Antwerp.
 Warren’s unit was sent to Bastogne to aid the 101st 
Airborne Division.
 Somewhere in the defense of the city, Warren got 
tangled up in some barbed wire and got mortared by 
the Germans. He was badly wounded in the stomach.
 “And that was the end of my time as a soldier,” he 
said. There is no reason to talk about his remaining time 
in the service, Warren added. “To this day, it is tough 
to talk about that time and the war,” he concluded.
 He eventually recovered from his wounds and was 
sent back to the States and discharged. When he reached 
Chicago, “I felt like a stranger,” he said.
 In today’s modern world of psychiatry, he would 
have been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disor-
der. In 1945, Army psychiatrists had little training or 
understanding with the effects of war on soldiers who 
survived.
 “But I did have one Army psychologist who said I 
was a stranger and would always be a stranger because of 
what I had seen and done. He said I would never be the 
same and he was right. And I have to live with that.”

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

 After Warren returned to Chicago, he decided to 
follow his parents, who had moved to Manatee County 
in 1945. Warren and his family had fi rst come to Anna 
Maria Island in 1939 on a vacation.
 Warren settled in Manatee County and went into the 
construction industry, helping build and remodel quite 
a number of houses on the Island. He married and now 
has three children.
 Thirty-six years after his discharge, the Army 
fi nally gave him a 10 percent disability and he got his 
Silver Star, Bronze Star and other awards. He had to 
go directly to the Pentagon to get those.
 In June 2002, a delegation of French and Belgian 
authorities visited Manatee County and met with veter-
ans who had landed in Europe on D-Day. They honored 
Warren as a hero, a title he rejects.
 “I’m not a hero. The heroes are still over there. I 
just thank God I’m here.”
 A few years ago, the Army fi nally relented and gave 
Warren a 100 percent disability for his war effort and 
wounds.
 The years following the war have not always been 
easy for Warren. It was often diffi cult to adjust to civil-

ian life, to talk to people about ordinary things when 
you have seen war at its worst, but he has done the best 
he can. He meets often with other WWII veterans and 
D-Day survivors to talk about what they lived through 
and why they came back and their buddies didn’t.
 “It helps to talk about the war, to get it out. I’m still 
not over it, but there are so few of us left to talk with. 
I have dreams and, at night, when I walk out to set out 
the garbage can, I can suddenly think I see a German 
soldier hiding in the bushes. I hear a noise and I some-
times think it’s a German tank.
 “But I’m 85-years old and I’m all right with what’s 
happened. I would absolutely do it all over again, if for 
nothing more than to remember those who died.”
 A proud member of the Greatest Generation.

“The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Genera-
tion” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico Island, 
Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton and Cortez vet-
erans, man or woman, who served in the armed forces of 
any allied country (U.S., Canada, Britain, Holland, Norway, 
France, Poland, Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, 
etc.) during World War II or the Korean War. We’d like to 
hear from you. Please call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.

Ready for delivery
West Manatee Fire 
Rescue fi refi ghters 
Chris O’Kelly and Mike 
Petrosino put together 
boxes for packaging 
household safety items 
for parents of newborns 
on April 3. The kits will 
be delivered to Manatee 
Memorial Hospital for 
delivery to new par-
ents on April 10. The 
fi refi ghters association 
raised the money for 
the safety campaign, 
and also has plans to 
provide gifts to the 
neo-natal unit at All 
Children’s Hospital in 
St. Petersburg. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 
Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

Outdoor Antique Market
8am-2pm • Sunday • April 13

1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-07071002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat

Located in the Historic East Antiques Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!District- park and walk to area stores!

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Retro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Prom and Wedding Dresses

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Men’s and Ladies Resort & 
   Beach Wear 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!

���� ��� ��		
 ��
 � �� ������� 	� ��
 ��� 	�� 	����	�� �	
���	� �	 ����� ������ ��� � �	��� ��� ������ �� ������ ��� ���	  �

65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!Chic Boutiques!

Saturday April 12, 8am-3pm: Privateers Thieves Market at 
Coquina Beach.
Sunday April 13th, 8am-2pm: East Manatee Antique District 
Outdoor Antique Fair. Lots of dealers. 1002 Manatee Ave. E.
Saturday April 19, 8am-3pm: Simply Put Outdoor Art and Antique 
Fair, 11904 Cortez Road W, Cortez

ddayy AAprprilil 1 12,2, 88amam-33pmp : Privateersr  Thih evvvvvesesesesesesesesesesess MM MMMMarket at 

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

The Feed Store Antique MallThe Feed Store Antique Mall is a 
landmark familiar to antique hounds in the Tampa Bay area. 
With 50 dealers and 50,000 items it is a great store to wander, 
discover and fi nd the perfect piece. Feed Store owner Mariana 
Porpova has been at the helm of the store for the past 12 years 
and her love of the business shows. Her energetic and friendly 
personality welcomes shoppers and the Feed Store’s knowl-
edgeable staff can help you locate a certain piece quickly or 
just invite you to browse at your leisure. The rustic building 
is the perfect setting for the wide variety of antiques and col-
lectibles — and there is plenty of room to roam and shop. Stop 
by the Feed Store Antique Mall and enjoy a great antiquing 
experience, you’ll be glad you did. 

A Room A Room 
withwith a a Hue Hue 

Hand-Painted Furniture 
Home Decor • Faux Finishing  

Unique Handbags 
12518 Cortez Rd. W., Cortez Village 

by the Cortez Bridge 
798-9034 • www.aroomwithahue.com 

10-4, Wed.-Sat. or by appointment 

Maritime museum gets new offi cial
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 The Florida Maritime Museum at Cortez is getting 
a new administrative offi cer to fi ll holes left by curator 
Jeff Moates, who is leaving for a top state position. 
 The new administrator/offi ce manager/volunteer 
coordinator is Ted Adams, moving over from the Mana-
tee Village Historical Park, where he managed many 
programs. 
 Roger Allen, who as Manatee County’s manager 
of historical sites in Cortez, including the maritime 
museum, said he is delighted to have at his right hand 
a person with Adams’s experience and qualifi cations. 
 Adams will free Allen from some of his responsi-
bilities so he can concentrate more on obtaining grants, 
which he said are increasingly important to the Cortez 
programs, and increasingly hard to get.
 “We were lucky to have Jeff [Moates] long enough 

to get the main parts of the museum going,” said Allen. 
“Now with many programs begun and public involve-
ment increasing, Ted Adams’ great experience will be 
especially valuable.” 
 Adams retired seven years ago after 30 years as 
director of the Herkimer County, N.Y., Chamber of 
Commerce and moved to the Paradise Bay Estates 
mobile home community. For his seven years here he 
has been working for the county at Manatee Village. 
 Born in Mohawk, N.Y., he is a graduate of the State 
University of New York and the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce management school. 
 He will offi ce at the museum at the east end of 
Cortez to handle such diverse programs as the Florida 
Institute for Saltwater Heritage, Cortez Village Histori-
cal Society, Traditional Small Boat Association, Main 
Hatch Motley Sea Chanty Group, and relations with 
other maritime and museum groups across the state. 

 Adams said he plans to bicycle to work at the 
museum, which is at the west end of the FISH Preserve, 
from his home in Paradise Bay at the east end. 
 The only open question now, said Allen, is whether 
Adams will follow the museum tradition and grow a 
beard. Adams is doubtful. 

Ted Adams.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRR
a

sss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	

 ���������������
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
� NauticalsNauticals
� AntiquesAntiques
� CuriositiesCuriosities
� Mermaids                         Mermaids             
  and Pirates  and Pirates

������ �� 	

 ������� �������

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell In a Nutshell 
Feed Store Antique 

Mall 
4407 US Highway 301 

Ellenton, FL 
One mile west of I-75 

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm & Sunday 12-5 

941-729-1379941-729-1379 

Kitty and Tiki help showcase all the great stuff available 
at the Feed Store. 

Feed Store Antique Mall owner Mariana Porpova has a 
true love for the antique business. 

Vroom, vroom! 
Kitty fi nds 
her dream 
car among 
the 50,0000 
antiques and 
collectibles at 
the Feed Store. 

Tuesday-Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4  
611 Manatee Ave. E. (SR64) • Bradenton • 941-749-1166

Accepting quality home furnishings and 
women’s jewelry and accessories

New ArrivalsDaily

Weekly

Markdowns

705 9th St. E. • Bradenton 
(SE corner of SR64 and 9th St. E.)

941-779-8601 941-779-8601 
Mon:by chance or appointment 

Tues.-Fri:1-5pm • Sat & Sun: 12-5pmTues.-Fri:1-5pm • Sat & Sun: 12-5pm

The Wishing Well The Wishing Well 
Antiques 
Shabby Chic
Orchids 
Restoration

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas ShoppeGift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

70% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS!
70% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS!

50% OFF
EVERYTHING ELSE!
50% OFF
EVERYTHING ELSE!

• Thousands of • Thousands of 
 ornaments ornaments
• Nutcrackers• Nutcrackers
• Fabriché Santas• Fabriché Santas
• Tree toppers• Tree toppers
• Holiday music boxes and • Holiday music boxes and 
 carousels & much more carousels & much more

FASHIONSFASHIONS
• Casual to cruisewear• Casual to cruisewear
• Jewelry and • Jewelry and 
 accessories accessories
GIFTSGIFTS
• Pottery and art glass• Pottery and art glass
• Dolls and tea sets• Dolls and tea sets
• Nautical• Nautical

SALE EXCLUDES SWIMSUITS AND SANDALS

HUGE & 
SPECTACULAR 
SPRING SALE!

HUGE & 
SPECTACULAR 
SPRING SALE!

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us at

Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.40502502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

Tide and Moon  Jewelry

Specializing in Sterling Silver Jewelry!

FFiinndd uuss aattFFiinndd uuss aattFFiinndd uuss aattFFFiiinnddd uuss aatttFFFiiinndd uuss aattFFFiiinndd uuss aatt
Flip-flops and beach bags too!

Mermaids, Shells 
and More!

pppeeeccciiiaalliizziinngg iinn SStteerrlliinngg SSiillvveer JJeewweelllrrryyy!!!SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSppppppppppppppp alizziinnngggg inn Sterllinnnggggg SSiillvveer JJJeewelrryyy!
FFlliipp--ffllooppss aanndd bbeeaacchh bbaaggss ttoooo!

“Where fine meets “Where fine meets funkyfunky” ” 

Canadian scientist may rescue fi shery — again
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 Commercial and recreational fi shermen were squaring 
off again this week in their ongoing tug of war over who 
can get what fi sh, but it was expected to end up nowhere. 
 A Canadian fi shery scientist once again apparently 
has stalled a meeting of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council, which makes the crucial deci-
sions over the Gulf fi sh harvest. 
 This time it’s grouper, and drastic reductions have 
been proposed to the council for both sports fi shermen 
and the commercial boats, many of which homeport in 
the historic fi shing village of Cortez. 
 On the agenda are proposals affecting recreational 
fi shers to: 
 • Adjust their harvest to achieve a 45 percent reduc-
tion on gag grouper while allowing some increase in 
red grouper fi shing.

 • Set an aggregate limit of three fi sh per person.
 • Gag grouper limit of one per day within the aggregate.
 • No red grouper bag limit on a catch up to the 
aggregate. 
 For commercial fi shermen, discussion includes a gag 
quota and adjusted commercial shallow-water grouper 
quota to achieve a 45 percent reduction in commercial 
gag harvest while adjusting red harvest in accordance 
with a new total allowable catch and interim allocation, 
along with many other Gulf fi shing matters. 
 For everybody, discussion will be for a Jan. 15 to 
April 15 closed season on shallow-water grouper. 
 The Coastal Conservation Association, a recre-
ational organization, and the Gulf Fishermen’s Asso-
ciation, commercial fi shermen united with Glen Brooks 
of Cortez as president, have been back-and-forthing 
with charges and counter-charges, claims and denials, 
and these continued at the council’s sessions this week 

in Baton Rouge, La.
 But it may all be for naught, at least temporarily. 
Dr. Trevor Kenchington, Canadian scientist and world-
respected fi sheries expert, has made his own analysis as 
he did a few years ago when proposed severe red grou-
per limitations were abandoned at his intercession. He 
just fl at proved there was not enough threat to the red 
fi shery to support such regulation, said Gulf offi cials. 
 Now the council has just received his analysis and 
is getting his testimony on the need, if any, for council 
action on gag and red grouper in 2008. 
 This late entry was expected to bring any immedi-
ate action to a standstill in Baton Rouge. 
 Since neither sports nor commercial fi shing inter-
ests want anything to do with a 45 percent reduction 
in grouper harvest, they have spent the past couple of 
weeks doing the improbable — cheering Kenchington 
on while holding their breath. 
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

9am-7:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • dinner
12507 Cortez Road

 at the Cortez Fishing Center
(941)  795-4847

Available 2-7:30 Daily:

PRIME RIB
Queen $9.99
King   $11.99

FISH & CHIPS
All-u-can-eat  $7.95

Waterfront Dockside Deck
Available For Private Parties!

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B4444B44BB44B4444

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

Wednesday, April 9
7:45 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 

holds a sunrise breakfast at Melinda’s Cafe, 5315 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Fee. Information: 941- 778-1541.

Noon —The Minnesota Club holds its last lunch of the winter 
season at Bayfront Park in Anna Maria. Information: 941-794-
3573.
 1 p.m. — The Island Library Book Club meets at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-6341.

Thursday, April 10
 11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key. St. Armands Key 
Chamber of Commerce holds a lunch at the Sun House Restaurant, 
111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information: 941-383-
2466.
 11 a.m. — The Council of Catholic Women St. Bernard Guild 
hosts a 50th anniversary luncheon at the church, 248 S. Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-794-5424.
 7 p.m. — The Sarasota Shell Club meets at Mote Marine Aquar-
ium, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota. Information: 941-739-
0908.

Friday, April 11
 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce holds 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at ACT/Beach Fitness/Island Physical 
Therapy, 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1541.
 5:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League presents “Land-
scapes of the Island,” beginning with a reception for the exhibit at 
the AMIAL gallery, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The display 
continues through May 1. Information: 941-778-2099.

6 p.m. — Jazz in the Park with the Venturas takes place at 
the Palma Sola Botanical Park, 9800 17th Ave. W., Bradenton, and 
benefi ts Manatee Children’s Services. Fee. Information: 941-345-
1200.

Saturday, April 12
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Privateers hosts a 

Thieves Market at Coquina Beach. Information: 727-214-8903.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival’s Bottle Boat 

Regatta takes place on the Palma Sola Causeway. Information: 941-
747-7953.

Noon to 3 p.m. — The Gulf Shore Animal League presents its 
third annual Scavenger Hunt beginning in Lakewood Ranch at the 
Summerfi eld Plantation Pavillion and ending at MarVista restaurant 
on Longboat Key. Information: 941-747-2284 or www.gsalinc.org.

Sunday, April 13
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor 

Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast. Fee. Information: 
941-778-4769.

Monday, April 14
9 a.m. — The Widowed Persons Support Group meets at the 

Event notices
 Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. 
Please include time, date and location of the event, 
as well as a contact name, phone number and e-mail 
address. The deadline for submissions is at least one 
week prior to the desired Wednesday publication date. 
Remember, the sooner you submit your notice, the 
sooner The Islander can announce the event.

Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, and plans to tour the Anna Maria Island Historical Society 
Museum on Pine Avenue. Information: 941-778-1908.

5:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
partners with the Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber 
of Commerce to host a “Ladies Night Out” at the Columbia Restaurant 
on St. Armands Circle. Fee. Information: 941-778-1541.

Tuesday, April 15
 Today is Tax Day.

Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch 
and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., 
Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information: 941-778-1880.

6:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch holds a train-
ing for turtle-protection volunteers to walk the beaches in the 2008 
nesting season. The program takes place at Holmes Beach City Hall, 
5801 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

6:30 p.m. — Anna Maria Elementary, 4700 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach, invites the public to attend a dedication of the school audito-
rium to former principal James Kronus. Information: 941-778-5525.

Wednesday, April 16
Noon: The Anna Maria Garden Club holds its last meeting of 

the season at Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., 
Anna Maria. Information: 941-779-0329.

Ongoing: 
 • In April, Cortez artist Cecy Richardson is the artist of the month 
at the Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The gal-
lery is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For more 
information, call 941-792-1039.
 • Through April 30, the Ortygia Restaurant, 1418 13th St. W., 
showcases the paintings of Island artist Lolly Owen’s All that Jazz 
series of work. Information: 941-744-1333.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the 
month at the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 
5300 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria, sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. 
Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. 
W., exhibits “John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare 
and valuable Audubon works of art and artifacts. Fee. Information: 
941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horse-
shoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., 
Anna Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mon-
days through Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art 
classes. The Center also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. 
Information: 941-778-1908 or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts 
Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, 
with volunteers available to answer questions about the fl ora and 
fauna and hiking paths. Information: 941-729-2222.

 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge 
Group plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. Fee. Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the 
widowed persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 
941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American 
Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the 
public. Fee. Information: 941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycenter.
com.

Coming up:
• On April 18, the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, 811 S. Palm 

Ave., Sarasota, hosts the 27th annual Sarasota Bromeliad Society 
Show and Sale. Fee. Information: 941-955-7553.
 • On April 26, the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association 
hosts the Anna Maria Island Farmers Market on Bridge Street in 
Bradenton Beach.

• On May 8, “The Long Weekend” opens at the Island Players 
theater at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria. The play continues Tuesdays 
through through May 18. Information: 941-778-6878.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents the 
14th annual Manatee High Exhibit, beginning with a reception at 
the AMIAL gallery, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit 
continues through May 28. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On May 10, the Anna Maria Island Privateers host the annual 
Whitey Horton Memorial Golf Tournament, barbecue and awards 
banquet at River Run Golf Links, 1801 27th St. E., Bradenton. Infor-
mation: 941-812-1412.

Save the date:
 • On May 17, the Anna Maria Island Privateers host Kids Day 
at Bayfront Park in Anna Maria.
 • On May 25, the Bridge Street Merchants Association hosts a 
Memorial Day celebration on Bridge Street. Information: 941-720-
3317 or visit www.hbsma.com.
 • On June 1, the 2008 hurricane season begins. Be prepared.

Stormwater costs up 
for discussion

  Anna Maria city commissioners at their April 10 
meeting will discuss the estimated future operational 
costs of the city’s planned stormwater drainage project 
which is expected to begin in the very near future.
  The project is funded in part by a matching grant 
from the Southwest Florida Water Management Dis-
trict. The total amount of the grant is $540,000, of 
which the city must pay half, or $270,000. 
  The city is funding its portion through its $1.5 
million line of credit. Costs, however, are expected to 
exceed the grant.
 The meeting will be city hall at 10005 Gulf 
Drive.
  Commissioners will also meet at 11 a.m. on 
Monday, April 14, to conduct a product review of the 
system components that will be utilized in Phase One 
of the drainage project.
 The public is invited to attend.
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Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 4-16-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD APRIL 9 - APRIL 15

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1 LTR$1899$2899 
Grey Goose Vodka Kahlua

750
ML

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Mon 7:30am-3pm • Tues - Sun 7:30am-9pm

770
994999 1-7

MMMMMMMMMMooonn 7777:::33333330000am-

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Iron Skillet Café 

Sunday Brunch: Crab Benedict, 
Seafood Omelette, Mimosas

New Hours! 
Now Open Sunday nights for dinner and 

Mondays for breakfast and lunch! 
Open Monday 7:30am-3pm 

Tuesday-Sunday 7:30am-9pm

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614
Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad – for as little as $12!

Cooking to camp
Members of Cub Scout Pack 7, which meets at Anna Maria Elementary, serve a spaghetti dinner at Roser 
Memorial Community Church in Anna Maria March 27. Money raised with the dinner will help buy camping 
supplies for 2008 outings, including a camping trip this month. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Episcopal 
church 
hosts 
concert
Carole Corn-
man, left, 
and Camille 
Gifford per-
form in the 
fourth annual 
Friends 
in Music 
Concert at 
the Episcopal 
Church of the 
Annunciation 
in Holmes 
Beach March 
29. Islander 
Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

United for healthy start
Luz Corcuera of Healthy Start Manatee is the guest 
speaker during the Church Women United’s meeting 
April 4 at Roser Memorial Community Church in 
Anna Maria. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Center to host movie night
 AMI Video will host a family movie night at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 11.
 The fi lm will be “Alvin and the Chipmunks,” a 
2007 live-action movie based on the 1950s cartoon 
characters.
 The Center and the video store intend the movie 
night to become a regular feature at the facility, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 For more information, call 941-778-1908.

A snowbird takes a break at Wildlife Education and 
Rehabilitation Inc. in Bradenton Beach. The non-
profi t rescue organization reports that the bird is 
a northern gannet, which winters in Florida and 
summers in Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Kelly McCormick
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GOLF LINKS 
April

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Apr 09 4:30 1.2 6:46 1.1 1:47 2.7 10:03 -0.5  
 Apr 10 *2:31 2.7 *11:19 -1.4  — — — —
 Apr 11 *3:26 2.5 — — — — — —
 Apr 12 *4:41 2.3 12:42 -0.3 — — — —
 Apr 13 *6:36 2.0 1:58 -0.2 — — — —
 Apr 14 10:52 1.5 2:57 -0.1 8:29 1.9 2:29 1.3
 Apr 15 10:52 1.6 3:42 0.0 9:51 1.9 3:49 1.0
 Apr 16 11:01 1.8 4:17 0.2 10:55 1.8 4:43 0.6

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Weather wonders to anticipate, ‘green’ news
 From weather wonks to eco-freaks, the news is, as 
always, weird out there.
 And I’m glad to be back after a couple weeks away 
from the news desk.

Weather wonders, or horrors
 Atlantic hurricane season starts June 1 and runs 
through Nov. 30. Not unexpectedly, weather forecasters 
start the process of attempting to predict the weather 
months before the season’s start. We’re looking at yet 
another “above-average” season, according to the gurus 
of the hurricane goings on in our part of the world.
 Phil Klozbach and Dr. William Gray, both with 
Colorado State University, have been doing storm 
predictions since 1984 they both are predicting more 
storms than usual for us to deal with this year. The pair 
are hedging their bets until Wednesday, when they’ll 
offer a semi-offi cial forecast.
 Gray and Klozbach have been harping for some 
time on the “multi-decadal cycle” of hurricanes, a pat-
tern that runs every 20 to 25 years. We’re apparently 
in a high-activity period now, something that started 
around 1995.
 Adding to the higher ranking of Atlantic and Carib-
bean storms is cooler Pacifi c Ocean waters, called La 
Niña. La Niña may warm this spring. Or not. You gotta 
love those weather forecasters.
 Nonetheless, Atlantic Ocean waters are warmer 
than usual. Warm water means more hurricanes for us 
to deal with. 
 Pack up your hurricane kits, kids.

Green is good
 “Green” is golden. Again. Still.
 “Environmentalism” is the new buzz word in the 
media of late. Actually, we mediots have been talking 
about it for 30-plus years, but eco-freaks are harping on 
the need to reuse, recycle, redo and refurbish big-time 
of late.
 The present movement could be powered by 
cash. 
 We’re looking at anticipated $4-per-gallon gasoline 
by this summer. Gasoline is a product of fossil fuel. 
Fossil fuels are generally accepted as a bad thing for 
the environment, causing or acerbating the warming of 
the planet and all sorts of other bad things, like a rise 
in sea level that could sorta cover Anna Maria Island 
with the Gulf and bay waters, or so they say.
 So off we go in our gas-guzzling SUVs — and yes, 
I’ve got one, too — with poor miles per gallon. Bad.
 Hybrid cars? Well, the number-crunch on the 
electric-gas vehicles didn’t work out too well a couple 
of years ago. Now, with the price of fuel increasing, 
hybrids are looking more attractive.
 What I love for Islanders are scooters. I’m seeing 
more and more people riding the little motorcycles. 
They get something like 100 miles per gallon. Emis-

sions are miniscule. You can park almost anywhere. 
And they’re cheap — maybe $1,500. 
 And did I mention the “fun factor” of a scooter? 
Wind in your hair? Bugs in your teeth as you grin into 
the rush?
 And we’ve got recycling on the Island to give us all 
a green mode. Cans, plastic, paper all goes to a special 
place to get turned into more cans, plastic and paper. 
It’s a simple thing to deal with once a week, and we’re 
doing the process of sorting and feeling good about it 
all.
 Here’s another green goal that we should 
embrace.
 Most grocery stores offer cloth bags for your food 
purchases. Forget the “paper/plastic?” option and buy 
the bags. (Publix cloth bags are 99 cents.) They are 
easier to handle than the others from car to house, and 
the cloth bags last as long as plastic in terms of use and 
reuse.

More fun
 Although it may not be “green,” it’s a good thing 
for our human environment.
 I’ve been tricked by my girlfriend into eating more 
healthy foods, basically by devouring food cooked in 
oil rather than my usual butter for the last year or so. 
I’ve lost about 10 pounds, she’s lost 20, all without 
running or cycling or going to the gym.
 Simple. Stupid, when you give it some thought and 
realize how easy it could be to do such a simple thing 
for your health.

More food
 In the wacky world of food, here’s a brief: Robert 
Irvine has been busted from the Food Network’s 
“Dinner: Impossible” series.
 Seems Irvine said he was a lot that he was not 
regarding his credentials. The St. Petersburg Times
broke the story after investigating a pair of restaurants 
he planned to open in the Tampa Bay area earlier this 
year, openings that never took place. 
 And you gotta love the names of the restaurants 
Irvine planned: Ooze and Schmooze.
 Irvine is still on the Food Channel for a while, and 
still a hoot. Although his tenure on both the channel 
and in our area could be short-lived.

Sandscript factoid
 Too wacky for any other forum than the factoid 
comes this comment from Holmes Beach Police Lt. 
Dale Stephenson. He spoke to the Holmes Beach Civic 
Association last Saturday about traffi c calming and 
speeding in the city. 
 A question was raised regarding truck traffi c on 
Marina and Palm drives. Used to be, it was denied. 
Now, it’s OK. 
 Stephenson said that trucks were banned because of 
fears of damage to seawalls in the city basin (Tidemark 
waterway). Trucks rumble, concrete can tumble, and 
damage can ensue, he said.
 The questionable seawalls have been repaired of 
late, though, and the trucks can go through, he said.

Help sought tracking 
spawning crabs

 State biologists are seeking public help in indenti-
fying horseshoe crabs spawning on the beaches.
 Researchers with the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission’s Fish and Wildlife 
Research Institute say the best time to fi nd horseshoe 
crabs spawning is around high tide, right before or just 
after a full or new moon. The next full moon will be 
Sunday, April 20.
 Biologists are inviting people to report the time, 
date and location of horseshoe crab sightings on the 
Internet at research.myfwc.com/horseshoe_crab, e-mail 
information to horseshoe@myfwc.com or call the FWC 
at 866-252-9326.
 In addition to locations and times, biologists also 
want to know the number of horseshoe crabs seen by 
observers and whether the horseshoe crabs are spawn-
ing.
 The state reports that horseshoe crab abundance is 
declining throughout much of the species’ range. This 
decline is probably due to a variety of factors, including 
the degradation of reproductive habitat and overfi sh-
ing. The horseshoe crab’s reproductive activities can 
be disrupted when seawalls or other types of develop-
ment alter shorelines. Also, in the past 30 years, the 
eastern U.S. annual harvest of horseshoe crabs for the 
bait fi shery has climbed from about 6,000 to nearly 2.4 
million.
 Migratory shorebirds rely on horseshoe crab eggs as 
a primary food source during their long migrations. The 
decrease in horseshoe crab abundance has contributed 
to notable declines in the abundance of many shorebird 
species. As a result, many states have put restrictions 
on horseshoe crab harvesting and the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission developed a Horseshoe 
Crab Fishery Management Plan.
 In Florida, state conservation offi cials initiated the 
statewide survey for nesting beaches where horseshoe 
crabs mate and spawn their eggs.
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5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

Puttin’ the hammer down
Capt. Mike Nelson of Bradenton Beach took vacationing Josh Jackson of Kettering, Ohio, for a little shark 
fi shing last week and they caught tons of small sharks such as these hammerheads — and released them all. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy Island Mikes Flats Fishing

Wind keeps fi shers inshore, but reds, trout action persists
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 It’s been rocking and rolling offshore in the past 
week for fi shers.
 Angling action in the Gulf of Mexico has been slow 
due to the high winds and rough weather. However, the 
hardy few who braved the wicked weather had good 
times with big catches of big grouper, snapper and 
amberjack.
 The weather may have nixed the spring kingfi sh 
run. There were some catches, but with anglers staying 
close to the docks the run was minimal and may be over 
for this part of the season. 
 Shark catches are huge on the seagrass fl ats, though, 
especially in Terra Ceia Bay.
 And the fi rst tarpon catch of the year came from 
the Sunshine Skyway Bridge area last week, an 
80-pounder. 
 Capt. Sam Kimball of Annie’s Bait & Tackle on 
Cortez Road said high winds kept him close to shore, 
where he caught a bunch of redfi sh, trout and sheep-
shead. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports included lots of 
trout catches from Terra Ceia Bay, plus sheepies and 
redfi sh near the Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Tampa 
Bay.

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fi shing has 
been as rough as the water due to the high winds and 

rough seas. For those able to get offshore, though, the 
results have been great for grouper, snapper and king-
fi sh.

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said action there 
included sheepshead, mackerel, yellowtail snapper, 
bluefi sh and snook.

Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
anglers at the pier were also catching sheepies, macks 
and bluefish, plus mangrove snapper and snook at 
night.

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
he’s hearing reports of snook up to 35 inches, plus red-
fi sh outside the slot limit and mackerel everywhere. 

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said fi shing is hot offshore of Anna Maria 
Island. “Fishing is great, the weather is nice, every-
thing is going off, it’s spring break and all kinds of 
fi sh are biting,” he said. “Life is good! We are catch-
ing limit catches of kingfi sh up to 45 pounds, then we 
head farther offshore and catch big gag and red grouper, 
amberjack to 45 pounds, mangrove snapper, yellowtail 
snapper, vermillion snapper and triggerfi sh. I also had 
some big cobia swim up to the boat, but they didn’t 
bite.” Capt. Larry said his best action is in about 45 feet 
of water, with live, cut and artifi cial baits. He added 
that spoons or jigs are a hot ticket to catch bluefi sh or 
Spanish mackerel off Longboat Pass. 

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 

Parrot Cove Marina said the past week started slow, 
with trips to the Gulf of Mexico producing mangrove 
snapper, grouper, Spanish mackerel, hogfi sh and Key 
West grunts. “A number of post-spawn sheepshead 
were boated as well, but they have spawned, peaked, 
and are no longer a given on the offshore reefs. So-so 
tides at the start of the week made inshore fi shing a 
challenge, but a better tide at weeks’ end turned on the 
snook, reds and trout.” He added that whitebait has 
become readily available on the seagrass fl ats.
 On my boat Magic, we’ve been catching a bunch 
of bonnethead sharks and trout and some cobia hooked 
up but weren’t landed. Sharks are really thick out on 
the fl ats.
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Spring fi sh fi nders
Turner Grant, 13, right, and Ian Wilson, 13, left, both 
of Ontario, Canada, with their catch of gag grouper, 
red grouper, and a monster mangrove snapper. Both 
were on spring break and visiting Ian’s grandfather, 
Ray Clementi, on Anna Maria Island when they went 
fi shing offshore of and found their luck in about 100 
feet of water with Capt. Larry McGuire.
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Search up and down these Islands and you will not fi nd a more spectacular setting and home than this.  With three bedrooms 
and 3 baths, this updated beach house has it all.  More than 1400 sq. ft. of deck for entertaining,  a 16 x 32 heated pool with 
a big poolside cabana and changing room.  Large pergola parking.  Coconut trees galore and mature landscaping to provide 
total privacy.  A gated retreat with Island charm.  $3,600,000.

FABULOUS GULF FRONT ESTATE

INCMike Norman Realty 31O1 GULF DR HOLMES BEACH
800-367-1617 • 941-778-6696

www. mikenormanrealty.comSince 1978 www.jackelka.com

Fineout fi nesses Key Royale Club championship

Merritt Fineout on the course he champions. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Jim Meena

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The Key Royale Club in Holmes Beach held its 
annual club championship match-play tournament in 
late February and saw Merritt Fineout defeat defending-
champion Web Cutting two up to complete a come-
from-behind victory.
 Fineout was two down to Cutting through nine 
holes, but birdied the 12th hole to pull to within one 
hole and evened the match with a par on the 13th 
hole.
 Birdies by Fineout on the 14th and 15th holes gave 
him a 2-up lead, but Cutting won the 16th hole when 
Fineout couldn’t make a 2-foot putt for par, pulling 
Cutting to within one hole with two to play.
 Cutting and Fineout halved the 17th hole, which 
meant Cutting had to win the 18th to send the match 
to extra holes. Cutting’s approach shot on the 18th was 
inside of Fineout’s approach, but Fineout curled in an 
improbable 33-foot birdie putt to end the match with 
Fineout fi nally on top as club champion.
 Fineout was excited with the win, saying, “I’ve 
been runner-up three times so to fi nally win was very 
exciting. It was a great match with a great gentle-
man.”
 Key Royale Club held its annual awards banquet 
on April 6 and Fineout was “fi nally” recognized for his 
February accomplishment.
 In other Key Royale golf news, the men played 
an 18-hole, best-ball-of-foursome match on April 2. 
The team of John Atkinson, Dick Grimme, Bob Kelly 
and  Chris Collins took home fi rst place with a score of 
14-under-par 50. Two shots back in second place was 
the team of Bob Sayles, Jim Helgeson, Dave Platte and 
Larry Fowler. The team of Al Morgan, Bob Kral, Vince 
Mercadante and Jim Mixon matched the score carded 
by Don Ledford, Bob Jorgensen and John Driscoll to 
tie for third place.
 The March 31 game had the men playing a 9-hole, 
best-ball-of-partners game. Jon Lindwall and Ed Holba 
carded a 6-under-par 26 to tie for fi rst with Bill Gal-
lagher and Omer Trolard. Second place produced a 
four-way tie between Jim Dunne and Carl Wencher; 
Bob Soos and Jim Helgeson; Earl Ritchie and Ed 
Havlik; and Tom Lewis and Tom O’Brien.
 The coed game on March 28 also was a best-ball-
of-foursome match that also produced a tie for fi rst. 
The team of Nell Bergstrom, Joy Nellis, Larry Fowler 
and Al Morgan matched the 8-under-par 24 carded by 
Frankie Smith-Williams, Marian Mulroy, Tom Warda 
and Fred Meyer.

More golf news
 The annual Whitey Horton Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment is now accepting registration for the Anna Maria 
Island Privateers May 10 fundraiser that is being held 
this year at River Run Golf Links. Cost for this event is 
$75 per player, which includes beverage tickets, a bar-
beque dinner and awards ceremony. Hole sponsorships 

are available for $50 and sponsors for door prizes are 
also needed. Proceeds go to Privateers youth scholar-
ships and other community-Privateers events.
 The Privateers know how to host a fun, not-to-be-
missed event with a wild, cannon blast for a start.
 To reserve a foursome, make a list of team players 
and submit with checks payable to Anna Maria Island 
Privateers and mail to P.O. Box 1238, Holmes Beach 
FL 34218.
 For more information, contact Privateer Chip Jones 
at 941-812-1412.

Horseshoe news
 The April 2 horseshoe games at the Anna Maria 
City Hall pits saw only two teams emerge from pool 
play with the requisite undefeated record and were left 
to battle for the day’s bragging rights. Rod Bussey and 
Gene Bobeldyk won a back-and-forth match by a 21-19 
score over the team of Ron Slagh and R.B. Munroe. 
Bussey threw a game-winning ringer to punctuate his 
67th birthday and end the match on a winning note.
 Two teams advanced out of pool play for the 
March 29 horseshoe competition where John Johnson 
partnered with Ron Slagh for a semifi nal match with 
Debbie Rhodes and Bob Lee. Johnson and Slagh bested 
Rhodes and Lee by a 21-11 score before delivering a 
23-13 defeat to Dean Rowe and Marvin Gangemi to 
win bragging rights for the day.

 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Anna Maria Island 
Little League schedule

Juniors
7 p.m. April 10 Islanders vs. JR1 @ G.T. Bray
10 a.m. April 12 JR5 vs. Islanders 
   @ Birdie Tebbetts

Majors
7:30 p.m. April 10 Islanders vs. Cooney’s 
   @ G.T. Bray-3
7:30 p.m. April 14 Troxler & Smith vs. Islanders 
   @ AMICC

Minors
6:30 p.m. April 10 Anchor Inn vs. Sun @ AMICC
1 p.m. April 12 Sun vs. Dick’s Sporting Goods 
   @ G.T. Bray-1
5 p.m. April 12 Surf Shop vs. Beef O’Brady 
   @ G.T. Bray-3
6:30 p.m. April 15 Lancers vs. Surf Shop @ AMICC

AA
7 p.m. April 11 Americo Title vs. LPAC
11 a.m. April 12 Americo Title vs. Florida Eye Tours

T-ball
5:30 p.m. April 11 HB Auto Repair vs. Morgan Stanley
9:30 a.m. April 12 Island Fitness vs. HB Auto Repair

Scouts to hold food drive
 The Boy Scouts of America will hold its annual 
“Scouting for Food” drive in Manatee County this 
month to benefi t the Food Bank of Manatee.
 On Saturday, April 5, participating scouts distrib-
uted donation bags to residents in the county.
 Then, on Saturday, April 12, residents will be asked 
to place the bags — stocked with food — outside their 
doors for scouts to collect.
 Additionally, islanders will fi nd barrels to leave 
non-perishables in at two locations: The Islander news-
paper offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, and 
the School for Constructive Play, 304 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Drop-offs can be left through Friday, April 11.
 A third drop-off location in the area will be at 
Moore’s Stone Crab Restaurant, 800 Broadway, Long-
boat Key.
 More than 250 scouts participated in the 2007 drive, 
collecting more than 6,000 pounds of food in Manatee 
County.
 “The Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and troop leaders 
who head up this food drive are a true example of the 
good that people can do together,” said Joe Mercado of 
the Food Bank of Manatee. “In today’s tough economy, 
the Food Bank is in need of food donations more than 
ever, and we appreciate the efforts of the scouts and all 
those who donated to this cause.”
 For more information about the effort, call Mer-
cardo at 941-747-FOOD. 
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Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Gulf Coast rentals 
celebrates 

10th anniversary
Bill and Sue Burnley of Anna Maria Gulf Coast 

Rentals in the Tidemark Shoppes at 5319 Gulf Drive 
in Holmes Beach began vacationing on Anna Maria 
Island in 1992.
 The long fl ight from Liverpool in Great Britain was 
well worth it once they arrived on the Island.
 “We fell in love with this place right away. To us, 
it was just a paradise, and we began vacationing here 
every year,” said Bill.
 After their sixth year of enjoying an Island vaca-
tion, they began to wonder why they kept coming back 
every year.
 “We thought ‘we love this place so much, why 
don’t we look into living here?’” remembers Sue.
 Luckily, they found that Island Real Estate’s rental 
department was for sale. The Burnleys didn’t hesi-
tate.
 At that time, they named their newly acquired busi-
ness Anna Maria Gulf Coast Rentals. It was a small 
business, with just three staff, including Bill and Sue.
 “We realized that there was a niche in the market 
for a company like ours that wasn’t involved in real 
estate, but could devote all its attention to its clients 
and fulfi lling their dreams for a great vacation on this 
magical Island.”
 Bill began going to travel shows throughout the 
United States, Great Britain and Europe, spreading the 
word about the wonders of Anna Maria Island.
 The couple also upgraded their rental properties to 
ensure a standard of excellence for the units.
 Sue’s interior design skills were much appreciated 
by the owners during this upgrading period, and Sue 
and Bill began to treat the property owners as partners 
in the industry. In return, they gained long-term com-
mitments from owners.
 “We like to let our partners know what we are doing 
to spread the word about their property. We keep them 
informed and we’ve found that is much appreciated,” 
added Bill.
 They also developed a special relationship with the 
renters, ensuring they were satisfi ed and looked after.
 “We wanted to provide outstanding service with a 
personal touch and it’s paid off,” noted Sue.
 Indeed. More than 65 percent of their clients are 
repeat customers or referrals, many of whom are annual 
visitors.
 “We and our staff never forgot how important a 
vacation on this wonderful Island is for our guests. We 
do everything we can to make their vacation enjoyable 
and memorable. And one they’d like to repeat,” said 
Bill.
 Their hard work shows as they now have a staff of 
11 — plus Bill and Sue — along with state-of-the-art 
computer and reservation systems.
 In appreciation of the support Islanders and visi-
tors have given Bill and Sue, they will hold a 10-year 
anniversary party from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 9 at their offi ces.
 For more information, stop in to see Bill or Sue at 
their offi ce, visit the company Web site at amgcrentals.
com, e-mail Bill at bill@amgcrentals.com or call 941-
778-3699.

Skipper’s benefi t
Elaine Clark of Skipper’s Pub and Grill — the 

former Banana Factory 2 — at 10104 Cortez Rd. W. 
will hold a benefi t party on Saturday, April 12 for her 
granddaughter, who is recovering from a serious ill-
ness.
 For more information on the party, call Elaine at 
941-798-9898.

An Anna 
Maria 
Island 
anniversary
Bill and Sue 
Burnley of 
Anna Maria 
Gulf Coast 
Rentals in 
the Tidemark 
Shoppes in 
Holmes Beach 
will celebrate 
their 10 year 
anniversary in 
business with 
a party from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Wednes-
day, April 
9. Islander 
Photo: Rick 
Catlin

PLEASE SEE ISLAND BIZ, NEXT PAGE
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar-white sand beach. Watch the stunning sunsets. 
See the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,199,000.

TWO LONGBOAT KEY duplexes. One 200 x 90 lot. Four, 2BR/2BA 
occupied units. Private area, property backs up to bayfront com-
munity park with 32 acres of walking trails and native vegetation. 
Cathy C. Meldahl P.A., 941-383-5577. #340422. $789,000.

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT - Panoramic views from this charming 
2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000.

DIRECT MANATEE RIVERFRONT residence with panoramic views. 
Located on the south shore of the river close to downtown and 
I-75. House on two buildable lots, over 13,500 sf each, 90-foot river 
frontage. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #563551. $745,000.

WATERFRONT 4BD/3BA on 1.2 acres of privacy! Pond with 
manmade beach, Tiki hut and fi re pit. Deep water dock to service 
a 70-foot vessel, lift and double jet ski dock. One mile from 
Gulf Beaches. Jennifer Summeralls, 941-322-1661. #572746. 
$1,499,000

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA residence on deep-water canal with 
short walk to beach. Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, newer 
master suite, large covered porch and 21x17 workshop. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #572802. $749,000.

ISLAND LOT. Exceptional Holmes Beach homesite with potential for 
fabulous Gulf views and short stroll to beach. Zoned single family. 
Drive by. David Moynihan 941-778-2246. #572795. $499,000.

PALMA SOLA BAY Club – Island lifestyle living in West Bradenton. 
New luxury construction at very affordable prices. Several plans 
to choose from. Priced from $497,900. Linda Cinque, 941-756-
2500. #574736. 

KEY ROYALE Beautiful corner lot with large 
boat basin. Completely updated 2BR/2BA 
home with heated pool. New kitchen with 
Cherry wood cabinets and Corian countertops, 
marble fl oors. Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-
2246. #573998. $855,000.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100-yards 
from Gulf. Beautiful street and beach access. 
Build two homes or remodel cottage and live 
in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-
2246. #573537. $849,000.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND, fully furnished 
1BR/1BA condo with heated pool, covered 
parking. Walking distance to beach, city pier, 
restaurants, shopping. Well maintained, new 
roof, low condo fee. David Moynihan, 941-
778-2246. #552582. $195,000.

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS: Now available, 
several 1/2BR units, bayfront, pool side and 
other views. Some updated, phone for details. 
Park-like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. 
On-site rentals. Priced $229,000 - $449,000. 
941-778-2246.

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-
style home on sailboat water. Boat lift, open 
fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith 
or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #520397. 
$929,000.

DIRECT GULF FRONT 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous views. This top fl oor end unit is 
offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals 
permitted. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#567192. $499,500.

Acqua Aveda now has Dr. 
Leikensohn for Botox

 The Acqua Aveda on the Beach Salon Spa in the 
Tidemark Shoppes in Holmes Beach has begun offer-
ing Botox to its patrons, courtesy of John Leikensohn, 
M.D., a plastic surgeon in Bradenton.
 Leikensohn was at the salon on April 8 to begin 
the initial session and Acqua Aveda owner Amy Welch
said that 15 to 20 people were scheduled to attend.
 Amy said she was delighted to partner with profes-
sionals such as Dr. Leikensohn, who believe in promoting 
one’s self-esteem through such techniques as Botox.
 At present, Amy plans on hosting an event with 
Dr. Leikensohn once a month, but will increase those 
to several times each month if client interest expands.
 Acqua Aveda is located at 5311 Gulf Drive in the 
Tidemark Shoppes building in Holmes Beach near  
Wachovia Bank.
 For more information on the sessions or other ser-
vices offered by Acqua Aveda, people are invited to 
visit the salon or call 941-778-5400.

Mattison’s 
going Maryland

 Mattison’s Riverside restaurant at 1200 First Ave. 
W. in downtown Bradenton on the Manatee River will 
hold an all-you-can-eat Maryland-style Crab Feast from 
2 p.m. until sunset on Sunday, April 13.
 The feast will include traditional Maryland steamed 
blue crabs, corn-on-the-cob, steamed red potatoes and 
cole slaw. The price for adults is $29.95 and $9.95 for 
children 12 and under.
 Mattison’s will also have its traditional menu avail-
able, including Alaskan king crab and peel-and-eat 
shrimp.
 Guests are invited to attend the feast either by driv-
ing or bringing their boat to channel marker No. 22 on 
the river.
 If the feast proves successful, Mattison’s plans to 
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make it a monthly event, a restaurant spokesperson said.
 For more information, call Mattison’s at 941-748-
8087 or go online at www.mattisons.com.

New event staff at 
BeachHouse

 The BeachHouse Restaurant in Bradenton Beach 
recently added two professional event planners to their 
event planning department.
 Shawn Roton was promoted to event coordinator after 
she served as the restaurant’s assistant event coordinator.
 A native of Michigan, Shawn said she had so much 
fun planning her own wedding that she found her “true 
calling” in life.
 To reach Shawn, e-mail her at srhorton@chilesgroup.
com or by calling 941-778-8718.
 Catherine Unger has also joined the special events 
department at the BeachHouse and is a former event 
planner for Tropicana and Just for Girls, Inc.
 To reach Catherine, e-mail her at cunger@chiles-
group.com or call her at 941-778-8718.

Island real estate 
transactions

 102 36th St., Unit 1, Palm Gables, Holmes Beach, a 
2,143 sfl a / 2,363 sfur 3bed/3½bath/1car Gulffront condo 
with pool built in 2006 was sold 03/14/08, Windsock 
LLC to Maloney for $1,475,000; list $1,590,000.
 4004 Fifth Ave., Unit 3, Fourth Avenue Condomin-
ium, Holmes Beach, a 3,088 sfl a 3,587 sfur 4bed/4bath 
condo built in 2006 was sold 03/19/08, First Horizon 
Home Loans to Perryman for $745,000.
 612 Ambassador Lane, Holmes Beach, a 1,866 sfl a 
/ 2,752 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car canalfont pool home built 
in 1963 on a 100x114 lot was sold 03/21/08, Lowe to 
Praetor for $625,000; list $669,000.
 227 N. 17th St., Unit 4, Bradenton Beach Club, 
Bradenton Beach, a 1,656 sfl a / 2,098 sfur 3bed/2½bath 
condo built in 2005 was sold 03/17/08, Lighthouse 
Point LLC to Fox for $399,000; list $399,000.
 223 N. 17th St., Unit 3, Bradenton Beach Club, 
Bradenton Beach, a 1,656 sfl a / 2,098 sfur 3bed/2½bath 
condo built in 2005 was sold 03/17/08, Lighthouse 

Featured sale: This condo at 4004 Fifth Ave., Holmes 
Beach, sold in July 2005 for $842,300 and in March 
2008 for $745,000, a decrease of 12 percent. The 
cost per square foot is $241. Islander Photo: Jesse 
Brisson
Point LLC to M and M Condominium Partners LLC 
for $399,000; list $399,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty of 
Anna Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. 
 Current Island real estate transactions may also be 
viewed online at www.islander.org. Copyright 2008

AMICC honored as 
‘Building of America’

 The new Anna Maria Island Community Center 
has been chosen as a “Building of America” project 
by Real Estate and Construction Review magazine.
 Each “Building of America” project is highlighted 
in a case study from the words of the project’s owner/
developer/consultants/ architects and contractors, who 
explain how the various teams worked together to 
design and build the unique project.
 Real Estate and Construction Review is published 
annually and the Center’s award was determined by the 
magazine’s editorial board from nominations within 
the construction and real estate industry.

PLEASE SEE ISLAND BIZ, PAGE 29
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 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 
or e-mail 
piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna 
Maria Island. $265,000.

PERICO BAY CLUBKEY ROYALE
I m m a c u l a t e ,  u p d a t e d 
3BR/3BA home on deep water 
canal. New dock with 5000 
lb. boat lift.  Heated pool. 
Storm shutters. New roof, 
plumbing, electric, windows, 
d o o r s  a n d  a p p l i a n c e s . 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  
$850,000.

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 
2BR/2BA, two-car garage, updated. $199,500.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $310,000.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 

Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS
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 ITEMS FOR SALE

FULL-SIZE MATTRESS, boxspring and frame, 
$40. GE refridgerator, 15-cubic feet, $75. 941-778-
9354.

QUEEN SLEEPER SOFA with matching chair. 
Excellant condition. Light gold color. $300. Call 
941-685-7368.

MOVING: 48-INCH TV, dinette, bookcases, enter-
tainment centers, nightstand and patio set. 941-524-
7599.

DAY/TRUNDLE BED, excellent condition, $175. 
Man’s bike, $150. 941-778-1310.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: FUSIC CELL phone on Thursday, March 13, 
at Manatee Avenue causeway, dog beach. Please, 
call 863-214-3886.

LOST CAT – white with gray markings. Large reward. 
Holmes Beach area. 941-720-4475.

FOUND: PRIVATEER-STYLE hat. Purple, black 
and white feathers. Black Cavalier hat. Found in 
Anna Maria. Can be picked up at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

FOUND: PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES on 
beach around 72nd Street. Metal frame and strong 
prescription lenses. Call 941-779-9101.

LOST SMALL PINK address book. Last seen Tues-
day, April 1. Reward. 941-779-0717.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE STATE OF FLORIDA is investing in the health 
of its citizens by offering free Nicotine Replacement 
Therapies (NRTs) to smokers. Funded as part of 
the Tobacco Free Florida Campaign, NRTs such as 
nicotine patches, gum, and lozenges are available 
by calling the toll-free, statewide smoking cessation 
telephone counseling hotline – 1-877-U-CAN NOW 
or http://www.tobaccofreefl orida.com.

ISLAND MUSICIANS-GUITARIST seeks drummers, 
bassists, pianists, and singers for casual jams. 
David, 941-538-9328.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

ALL FUR LUV Mobile dog grooming. Our shop on 
wheels comes to you. 15 years experience. Call 
Juli, 941-896-5633.

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

ISLAND SCOOTER STORE, now renting motor 
scooters, all are brand new and are models by 
Vento and Schwinn. We sell motor scooters at the 
most competitive prices and service the models that 
we sell. Come in or telephone for all prices. Holmes 
Beach Business Center, 5347 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-2255.

BOATS & BOATING

20-FOOT BAY/flats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke 
Yamaha with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-
0065.

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfish, Laser, 
Zuma, and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

BAYLINER 2655 CIERA weekender fisherman. 
Merccruiser, V8. Only 290 hours, aluminum trailer, 
$14,000. 941-356-1456.

PROFESSIONAL CAPTAIN FOR hire. Top-notch 
fi shing, boating instructor. For info, call Capt. Glenn, 
941-713-5900.

BOAT LIFT: NORTH end Anna Maria. Easy access 
to bay and Gulf. $350/month. 941-778-2778.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

SECURITY GUARD WANTED. Apply to “Security 
Guard”, Box 17, 6700 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, 
FL 34217.

FULL-TIME POSITION at Key Cleaners on Long-
boat Key. Must be reliable and honest with pleasant 
personality. 941-383-1222.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 

with your ad for as little as $12! 
Call 778-7978

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941.778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244

Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

5309 Gulf  Drive  •  Holmes  Beach
www.gul fbayreal ty.com

Imperial House
G u l f  V i e w 
2BR/2BA condo 
in 55+ community, 
assigned parking, 
pool, gulf to bay 
complex, furnished, 
$324,900

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Investor’s Opportunity! 3BR/2BA 
West Bradenton. Room4Boat/RV. 

Apply TLC and rent! 
$169,900

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2-3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $171,022.

Mariner’s Cove Irreplaceable Full 
Bay Views. 35’ boatslip. 2,208sf 

Tastefully Updated 3BR/2BA Turnkey! 
$649,900

Sold! NEW 3/2 Home Cape Coral FL $160,990!
Sold! ‘Sweet’ W. Bradenton 3/2 Home $185,000!

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive,  
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Vic Caserta 
Realtor, fluent in

Italian, Spanish and English

(941) 778-6696 Office 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 730-1062 Cell email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

5808 Gulf Drive 106N
Holmes Beach. Furnished 1BR/1.5BA 
with den used as second bedroom. 
Partial Gulf views! $435,000.
ML#568331

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

RED CROSS CERTIFIED baby/pet sitter. Many 
Island references. Island resident for 13 years. 
Hilary, 941-778-5181.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, 
reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

SERVICES Continued

METRO DOOR SHOP: fiberglass, steel, wood 
designer inserts, hardware, sales, service, parts 
and repair. 941-758-5828.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

PROFESSIONAL MAID SERVICE. Your work, your 
way! 30 years experience. References. Call Barb, 
941-792-1381.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

HOUSEWATCHERS OF MANASOTA Inc. A licensed 
and insured corporation. When you leave your Flor-
ida home vacant for the summer, we provide you 
with affordable weekly or monthly inspections. Our 
services offer you peace of mind while keeping your 
home safe in periods of absence. Also providing 
management of annual rental properties. 941-737-
7046 or housewatchers@verizon.net.

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports), 
errands, organization and bill paying, companion-
ship, petsitting, and other personalized assistance. 
My car or yours. Excellent local references. Hourly 
rates. Ellen, 941-896-7902 or emj3@tampabay.
rr.com.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION baths, exer-
cise, meals, chauffer, clean, etc. 941-748-3247 or 
941-713-7380.

HOME WATCH: WE check services in your home 
while you are away. Yard, mail box, family errands, 
etc. Servicing Anna Maria Island, Perico Island and 
North Longboat Key. Call, 941-794-0210 or 941-
778-5754.

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 people weekly with your ad 
–for as little as $12!
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Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
anislandplace.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

SAND PAIL 
AND SAND 
BOX! Two great 
rental units on 
www.annamari-
aparadise.com 
with heated pool 
and close to 
beach! Turn-
key furnished. 
$500,000.

NEW PRIC
E!

INVESTMENT 
PROPERTY!  
Two one bedroom 
units, with 
adjacent corner 
lot next door!  
Invest in one or 
both.  $495,000 
duplex, $475,000 
lot, with beach a 
block away! 7205 
Gulf Drive.

“CRESCENT 
COTTAGE” 

Sparkling heated 
pool, 3 bedroom, 

2 bath turnkey 
furnished with a 

great rental history!  
Located at 145 
Crescent, Anna 

Maria. $550,000

NEW PRIC
E!

NEW PRIC
E!

NEW PRIC
E!

3BR/2BA 
CANALFRONT 

home with large 
caged pool in Anna 

Maria!  This home has 
brand new ceramic 
tile throughout and 
already generates a 
great weekly rental 

income when you’re 
not there, year around!  

$650,000.

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

Looking for the perfect 
outing? 

Look no further …

Anna Maria Island Chamber members help Island Chiropractic staff at a March 31 ribbon-cutting ceremony 
at the new IC offi ce, 6000 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Pictured are, left to right, Ellen Aquilina, Mary Ann 
Brockman and attorney Bill Riethmiller of the chamber, Hillary Edester, Kathleen Goerg and Lauren Dipolito 
of Island Chiropractic and Wende Webb of the chamber. For more information about the chamber, call 941-778-
1541, and for more information about Island Chiropractic, call 941-778-0722. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

 The Center will be featured in the 2009 Florida edi-
tion and may be viewed online at www.constructionre-
views.com.

Island Biz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

Kathy Rex, Barbara Casper and Mark Belcher make 
up the new management team at Shells Seafood 
Restaurant, 3200 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. For 
Shells information, call 941-778-5997. Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose
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SERVICES Continued

SYLVESTER’S TREE SERVICE “help” ease traffi c, 
call us now for large and small removals, trimming 
and stump grinding before hurricane season and 
bridge work begins. Licensed and insured. Don, 
941-545-0160, or Brad, 941-730-0001.

FREE HOUSESITTER/PETSITTER, etc. Retired 
Christian couple available anytime. Excellent local, 
repeat references. 770-832-7319 ewingwt@earth-
link.net.

LITTLE HELPER: COOKING, cleaning, errands, 
shopping, appointments, etc. References, fl exible 
schedule. Call Jeanne, 941-795-4151.

SERVICES Continued

HAUL ANYTHING: RELOCATE cars, equipment, 
anything. Industrial, residential, commercial insured. 
Free estimates, 941-778-5910, leave message.

I CAN HELP! Part-time help from Lori! experi-
ence and skills in consulting-legal assistant-offi ce 
manager-executive/personal assistant-hospitality-
marketing-problem solver-notary services. Call me! 
941-794-5079.

SUMMER TUTORING – Certified teacher with 
master’s 25 years experience. Private tutoring in 
all areas. Sign up by April 30 for discount. Schedule 
now before it fi lls up. 941-792-0538.

SERVICES Continued

SAILOR, USCG LICENSED Captain, driver, cook, 
navigator, nurse aide, and sail safe. References. 
941-920-8374.

HOUSE CLEANING BY Laura. Excellent refer-
ences. Monday-Friday. 941-539-6891.

HOUSE CLEANER WANTED $40 for 2.5 hours. 
About $300/month. Must enjoy detail cleaning. 941-
518-1216.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs 
covered! Print work: logos brochures, brand iden-
tity. Web design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon 
at Smashcat Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-
0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.
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RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

HOME IMPROVEMENT continued

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS! Do you need a 
qualifi ed handyman for services at your home? Call 
us! Free estimates, 941- 580-3312.

RAMBO A–Z handyman service. 30 years experi-
ence. Concrete, painting, drywall, etc. Call for free 
estimate. 941-376-7894. Licensed and insured.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

LANDSCAPING Continued

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid then 
call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. Licensed. 
Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

‘I recommend The Islander’‘I recommend The Islander’

Well, almost everyone … 
Anna Maria Island’s longest-running, most award-winning 

newspaper ever is favored by Islanders and visitors at 
newsstands and by mail-order subscribers. And Baby Evan 

Talucci of Holmes Beach highly recommends reading The Islander 

SINCE 1992
Web site: www.islander.org

 Everyone loves it! Everyone reads it!
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ANSWERS TO APRIL 9 PUZZLE

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES LIC# CBC1253145SINCE 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths • Room Additions

Jack Emory
705-0913

Ted Geeraerts
730-5045

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Happy, 
3-month-old 
male shar pei/
yellow lab mix 
puppy, neutered/
shots/microchip, 
$175. Call Julie 
at SunCoast Real 
Estate, 941-779-

0202, or Manatee Humane Society, 
941-747-8808

Affordable
Handyman

Tim Hyland
Island Resident

941.778.5746
cell (231) 218-6600

Insured • Guaranteed work
Free Estimates

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

 MANGROVE TRIMMING 

DOCK & DREDGE PERMITTING 

SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT

Call 941-722-0901 
1523 8th Ave. W., Suite B Palmetto, FL www.Ecoconsultants.net

D

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com
941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Save Your Sea Wall 
with 

INJECTEC 
Our Polyurethane Foam 
• Stabilizes Soil 
• Seals Leaks 
• Stops Gushing Water
• Prevents Erosion 
• Environmentally Friendly 

Insured 

10 Years 
Experience 

 Environment

1
EEEEEEEEx

Call for FREE 
consultation 

941.526.9425

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  

Licensed • Insured • Livery Insured• Airport Permitted

Full Service Lawn Care & More 
Providing Quality and Dependable Service Since 1987 

Commercial • Residential • Condominiums & 
Apartment Complexes • Shopping Centers • 

Trimming • Clean-Ups • Dumpsters
 

Free Estimates 
941-798-9025 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

RENTALS Continued

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze vacation 
rentals in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished 
units in a Key West-style home on a large corner 
lot. Each unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully 
equipped kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just 
bring your clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.
apalmbreeze.com. 941-730-5126.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

COUPLE SEEKING 2BR/2BA condominium on 
beach for annual rental. Call 800-453-9646, or 
e-mail stanleyelectric@verizon.net.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH duplex, 2BR/2BA, 
garage, screened lanai. Quiet area. No pets. $950/
month. 941-776-1789.

TEMPORARY OR ANNUAL: 2/BR modern duplex with 
porch. Block to beach. $845/month. 941-807-5449.

1BR/1BA FURNISHED. 55-plus, no pets. $650/
month. Call 941-387-5343.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA, two blocks to the beach, one 
block to bay. Large kitchen, tile and carpet. $810/
month. 941-922-2473 or 941-928-3880.

BEAN POINT GROUND fl oor, granite tops, stain-
less-steel appliances. 3BR/2.5BA. Weekly, holiday 
weekends. 201-327-8291.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex in 
Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block to beach. 
$950/month. Pets considered. 941-725-2549.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

ANNUAL 3BR/2BA HOUSE in west Bradenton. 
Charm, character and great yard. Seven miles to 
beach. $1,150/month. 941-750-0051.

2BR/2BA ANNUAL Bradenton Beach elevated 
duplex. Garage plus covered parking. Nonsmok-
ing, small pets considered. Close to beach. $950/
month. 480-586-4074.

VACATION RENTAL AVAILABLE now. Sandpiper 
co-op, 55-plus, 2BR/1BA. $1,250/month, available 
weekly also. Call, 941-920-0902.

PEACEFUL LIVING! ANNUAL 2BR/1.5BA Holmes 
Beach. Block from beach. Laundry room. $900/
month. 917-225-1231 or 772-388-0691.

VACATION RENTALS: APRIL thru October. Perico 
Bay Club 2BR/2BA $1,500/month. Palma Sola 
2BR/2BA townhouse, $599/week. Northwest Bra-
denton 3BR/2BA home $599/week. Condo 1BR/1BA 
pool $799/month. Realtor, 941-756-1090.
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Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

St
at

e 
Li

ce
ns

e 
# 

- S
CC

13
11

49
99

5

“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

¤ Bayside Banquet Hall ¤
Located on beautiful Sarasota Bay

weddings • receptions • events
4628 119th St. W. in Historic Cortez Village

(941) 798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com
¤ Featuring a Tiki Bar and Patio ¤

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER

 
Tree Service 

More than 6 palms – 7th FREE

 Call 376-7894  C Licensed 
and Insured

RENTALS Continued

EXCEPTIONALLY NICE, SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA. Ele-
vated unfurnished apartment with sundeck. Cortez/
Bradenton Beach area. $1,295/month includes utili-
ties, basic cable, garage and use of laundry. 941-
761-2725.

ANNUAL SAN REMO canalfront 2BR/1BA end unit. 
Washer/dryer, furnished with or without boat dock 
and lift. 941-807-3244.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA in Holmes Beach. $895/month, 
washer/dryer hookup, large backyard, pets consid-
ered, Web page, http://goff-club.com/206B. 941-
795-0504.

ANNUAL RENTAL: HOLMES Beach 2BR/1BA, 
close to shops and transportation, half a block to 
the Gulf. Washer/dryer on premises, $850/month, 
utilities included! Call 941-224-1484 for more info!

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTAL with dock. Walk 
to beach, $4,200/month or $1,200/week. Cortez 
cottage $1,900/month or $580/week. No pets, no 
smokers. 941-794-5980. Divefi sh.com.

GULFFRONT CONDO HOLMES Beach. 1-2BR 
totally remodeled. Pool, carport, beautifully fur-
nished. Monthly, seasonal, or annual. $975. 616-
540-4343.

ANNUAL GROUND-LEVEL 2BR/1BA duplex. 
Fridge, stove, washer, dryer, screened lanai, large 
yard. Pets considered, near community center and 
short walk to Gulf. $975/month. 941-896-6398.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: Large duplex unit, 
2BR/2BA plus den, washer/dryer hookups, central 
air conditioner, $975/month, $1,000 security. 941-
962-5827.

SPECTACULAR VIEW ON Palma Sola Bay. 2BR/2B 
condo completely renovated. Open kitchen, new 
appliances, washer/dryer, unfurnished, community 
pools and tennis. Annual rental $1,050/month. Must 
see. Call 941-795-6699 or 941-773-6186.

CHARMING BRADENTON BEACH, 4BR/2BA, pet 
negotiable. Utilities included. Gulf views, fenced 
yard, decks, Mexican tile. $4,000 May 15-Aug. 15 
or $2,500 month. 941-778-7930 or 941-855-0444. 
Photos available. susansbrown@juno.com

OFFICE/STUDIO SUBLET $150/month, including 
utilities. Ground fl oor, 160-sf room in convenient 
downtown Holmes Beach location. Available for 
6-month sublet, May-October 2008. Call 941-778-
5176 for information.

APRIL 2008 SEASONAL, also October thru Janu-
ary 2009. 2BR/1BA, clean, Florida decor. Lovely 
yard, washer/dryer. Two blocks to beach. 410 71st 
St., Holmes Beach. 941-778-0275.

RENTALS Continued

RUNAWAY BAY $800/week, ground floor. 2009 
season available. Jan. 1-15, March 16-April 30. 
941-730-2935.

ANNUAL DUPLEX 1BR/1BA $675. 2BR/2BA with 
washer/dryer, $750. 3BR/2BA with washer/dryer 
$900. All close to beach. No pets. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty. 941-778-7500.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $310,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, th 
ree davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Starting at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. 
Call for a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, 
Sandra Lee LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

WATERFRONT ON MANATEE River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR 
per side. 3,500 sf. Block to the beach. $419,900. 
941-807-5449.

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $485,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

LOWEST PRICES EVER offered in building! Club 
Bamboo South, small effi ciency with balcony over-
looking the Gulf. Nightly rental income. Must sell, 
$299,999. Call Pete, 773-472-7440. 

WATERFRONT ISLAND HOME 3BR/2BA. Pool spa, 
boat dock, $799,000 or best offer. Remodeled and 
furnished. Take over payments with $50,000 down. 
Call owner/agent direct, 941-356-1456. Don’t miss 
this island opportunity.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE Continued

NORTHWEST BRADENTON ISLAND alternative, 
minutes to beach. No fl ood zone, no association 
fee. 3BR/2BA remodeled home with oversized two-
car garage. Boat parking, fenced yard. $299,000. 
Owner/agent, 941-356-1456.

100 STEPS TO beach. 2BR/1BA open plan. Nicely 
furnished. $249,000 or best offer. Real Estate Mart, 
941-756-1090.

NEAL COMMUNITY 5BR/3BA, 3,000-sf home. 
Many upgrades. $700,000, now $619,000 or best 
offer. Realtor, 941-356-1456.

REMODELED 2BD/1.5BA MOBILE home, Royal 
Gardens. Cortez Road, Bradenton. $16,500. Must 
sell. 941-792-4350.

REAL ESTATE Continued

ANNA MARIA ISLAND timeshare weeks for sale 
24 and 25, Resort 66. 1BR poolside condo sleeps 
four. $2,000 each.

TRADE BEAUTIFUL 2-3BR, home in Holmes 
Beach. Move-in condition. Looking to trade for 
Island duplex. Pricing fl exible up or down. Realtors 
welcome! Call 941-778-4415 or 269-420-5160.

LOWEST PRICE CANAL HOME ON ISLAND! 
Open water views, steps to beaches and city piers. 
3BR/2BA furnished home at end of cul de sac. 
$569,000. Wagner Realty, Deborah Thrasher, 941-
518-7738. www.fl gulfcoast.net or debmthrash@aol.
com.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

REAL ESTATE Continued

BUILD TO SUITE Waterfront Key Royale home. 
3BR/2BA pool, spa, boat dock and lift. Expandable 
to your specifi cations. Jumbo mortgage money in 
place. Home purchasers, builders or investors, call 
owner, 941-356-1456.

UPDATED 4BR/2BA 1,900-sf home in Village 
Green. $299,000. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

OWN A PIECE OF Paradise Bay. 8x28 mobile home, 
completely updated. All new inside. 10x24 addition 
and driveway. Park amenities include pool, work-
out center. Low monthly maintenance fee. Asking 
$58,000 or best offer. 941-447-9852.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

The best news anywhere…

…discover it
yourself!

Free home delivery on Anna Maria Island. Mail subscriptions to other
cities, states, countries...and soon to  Mars!

5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach, FL 34217
www.islander.org • 941.778.7978
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546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.302.3100

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Personalized Approach to Ensure Maximum Value

941.302.3100 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

 83 North Shore Drive
Beautiful cape cod-style 4BR/2.5BA with pool. In the 
heart of Old Town Anna Maria. Lovely bright open plan. 
Walk to shops, beach and restaurants. Move-in ready!

$849,000

408 S. Bay Blvd.
Expansive bay views from this contemporary home 
with vaulted ceilings and large ground-level bonus 
room. Sliders walk out to bay for swimming and 
amazing views!

$1,299,000

200 S Gulf Drive -SOLD- #2 and #8. 
Six units left! Bank-owned foreclosure! Beachfront 
condos with granite and 10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for 
details. These won’t last at current pricing.

 

3208 Sixth St. -PENDING-
Adorable and beautifully furnished cottages just 300-ft. from 
Gulf! No maintenance community with pool. Successful 
rental program in place offsets cost. 

Call for details on remaining available cottages.

2500 Gulf Drive
NEW! Two Gulffront homes, beautifully furnished and 
fi nished with granite, 10-ft ceilings and hardwood fl oors. 
Amazing gulf views.  Pool and enclosed garage.

$1,199,000

306 S. Gulf 
The Gulf is your back yard! Duplex cottage with great 
rental history. Zoned C2 for commercial application 
and large L-shaped lot. Great location block from 
Bridge St. 

$1,790,000

909 North Shore Dr. 
Bayfront with beach on north end Anna Maria! 
Courtyard style 3BR/3BA home on one level. Beauti-
fully done open plan with granite, wood cabinetry and 
amazing views!  

$1,590,000

212 S. Harbor -PENDING- 
New St. Augustine style 3BR/3BA with pool and dock.  
Beautifully fi nished with hardwood fl oors, vaulted 
ceilings and granite.

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

SKY Sotheby’s International Realty Spring Portfolio Auction takes place on April 11. 
Motivated sellers and many properties absolute!  Call Terry Hayes for information on properties 
available in the auction and to fi nd out how to register.

FEATURED PROPERTY

AA
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
NEW LISTING! Custom designed home 
includes two guest bedrooms and bath plus 
Master bedroom on second level. Beautiful 
craftsmanship and all amenities including 
elevator, spacious garage and central vacuum 
system. Beautifully designed with open 
kitchen, dining area plus lovely deck off living 
area. Only 450 ft. to choice beach!  Asking 
$1,295,000.

Large Gulf Parcel with two cottages. Possibility 
to split into two lots. Choice natural Anna 
Maria beach with 123 ft. direct Gulf location. 
Asking $4,500,000.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
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p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

REAL ESTATE Continued

TIMESHARE FOR SALE – Tortuga Beach Club – 
weeks 24 and 25, June 13 thru June 27, 2008. On 
the beach, fi ve stars, Sanibel Island. Call for price: 
561-791-9010.

WANTED: HOME ON island for my mom. I can 
afford $25,000 down and $1,000/month. Open to 
ideas. E-mail me at msmith@jhu.edu.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.

REAL ESTATE Continued

NEWLY PAINTED TRAILER, (inside and outside) 
41-feet long, 20-feet wide. Furnished 2BR/1BA, 
lanai, dining room, washer, satellite antenna and 
cable service. 6904 Cortez Road W., lane 8, lot 94, 
Royal Gardens Estates. $315/month fees. Near 
beaches and shopping. Mile from coastal water-
ways. $6,900. Call, 941-761-8742.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

ASHEVILLE, N.C., land bargains up to 30 percent 
below appraisal. www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com.

NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 “football fi eld”-
sized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month! 
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sun-
siteslandrush.com.

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS two-plus acres 
with great view, very private, big trees, waterfalls, large 
public lake nearby, $49,500. Call now, 866-789-8535.

NORTH CAROLINA – All-waterfront community 
nearly 70 percent sold out. Only fi ve minutes from 
Intracoastal Waterway. Don’t miss this exceptional 
opportunity. Call developer directly, 919-971-8445.
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