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Anna Maria bayside renourishment derailed

Future AMI bridge 
workshop Thursday

And small Cortez 
bridge to close

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 In stark contrast to its former image 
of the 1990s, the new “kinder, gentler” 
Florida Department of Transportation 
will host a public information workshop 
Thursday, April 3, on the progress of its 
project development and environmental 
study to replace the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge.
 The work session is scheduled from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church at 248 S. Harbor Drive in Holmes 
Beach.
 Chris Piazza of the DOT’s environ-
mental management offi ce in Bartow will 
host the meeting, which will allow the 
public to provide input on a replacement 
structure.

Waves lap at the shoreline along Anna Maria’s bayside, just north of the Rod&Reel 
Pier. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection has said the area is 
“critically eroded,” but not eligible for any state funding for beach renourishment. 
Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria residents living on the 
bayfront between the Rod & Reel Pier and 
Bean Point likely feel as if they’ve been 
slapped in the face by the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.
 Just weeks after saying that the shore-
line in that area is “critically eroded” and 
eligible for state beach renourishment 
cost-sharing funds when the next renour-
ishment project begins in 2011-12, the 
DEP last week reversed its position. It 
now claims it has no authority to fund 
beach renourishment in that area because 
it’s not on the Gulf of Mexico.
 In a March 13 letter to Manatee 
County Conservation Lands Management 
director Charlie Hunsicker, Catherine 
Florko of the DEP said she had failed to 
research the issue adequately when she 
e-mailed him in February that the DEP 
could cost-share in this area.
 She said that Florida law “limits our 
ability to cost share on beach erosion proj-

ects by requiring that they front on the 
Gulf of Mexico.” 
 Although the DEP agrees that this 
area is “critically eroded,” she said there 
is “confusion” regarding the extent of the 
Gulf of Mexico’s shoreline. The shoreline 
between the Rod & Reel Pier and Bean 
Point is in the “confusion” zone and, thus, 
not eligible for DEP cost-share funding.
 Florko even noted that senior engi-
neering staff have agreed this “inlet 
shoreline is critically eroded and directly 
affected by Gulf wave activity.”
 The DEP maintains the marker identify-
ing the dividing line between the Gulf of 
Mexico and inlet waters is several hun-
dred yards north of the Rod & Reel Pier.
 “I sincerely apologize for any confu-
sion caused by my e-mail,” Florko con-
cluded.
 Florko’s letter does not affect other 
beach areas of Anna Maria already des-
ignated by the DEP as eligible for beach 
renourishment funds. Those areas include 

The humpback bridge on 127th Street West off Cortez Road will close April 7 for 
up to 120 days to allow workers to rebuild it. Motorists who need to reach the area 
past the bridge will be detoured on 119th Street West. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Cortez residents, Islanders and visitors 
to Anna Maria Island will have a bridge 
closure to deal with in the very near future 
— April 7.
 It’s not the Anna Maria Island Bridge 
that’s closing, it’s the humpback bridge on 
127th Street West, just a few yards north 
of the Cortez Road intersection.
 The project is not being done by the 
Florida Department of Transportation, but 
the currently under-construction Braden-
ton Boat Club on Cortez Road.
 Club owner Norman Burke said boats 
that will be stored at his facility need the 
additional clearance for safety. Addition-
ally, the structure is in dire need of reha-
bilitation.

Concerned citizens will have direct input to the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion on replacing the AMI Bridge with a structure such as the Ringling Bridge in 
Sarasota, pictured above, at a meeting April 3. Islander Photo: Jack Elka

AMI Bridge future?AMI Bridge future? Another bridge closureAnother bridge closure

 Although the DOT has noted that 
the bridge needs replacement, neither it 
nor the Manatee County Public Works 
Department currently have any plans for 
its rehabilitation. Rather than wait for 
government action, Burke decided to do 
the job himself, with the blessings of the 
DOT and Manatee County.
 “Our concern was that the county 
would take way too long to get the project 
up on its priority list. The county did not 
even have it listed for renovation,” said 
Burke, although the DOT has the project 
No. 8 on its priority list of area bridges to 
renovate.
 Burke said the bridge will close April 
7 for an estimated 90-120 days. The cost 
of the project was put at between $750,000 
PLEASE SEE CORTEZ, NEXT PAGE

 Piazza said that the PD&E study 
and meeting will “consider replacement 
options ranging from low- and mid-level 
drawbridge alternatives to a high-level, 
fi xed bridge.” A “no-build” option will 
also be considered.
 The public will have the opportunity 
to comment on each option and eventually 
cast a vote for a preference.
 An audiovisual presentation will 
explain the study process and DOT rep-
resentatives will be on hand to discuss 
issues related to the study. Information 
stations will be located around the activ-
ity hall at the church and DOT offi cials 
will document questions and comments 
from the public.
  The DOT mailed 5,500 question-
PLEASE SEE AMI-DOT, NEXT PAGE
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naires to Island property owners and concerned citizens 
regarding a replacement bridge and also invited com-
ments about a new structure. For those who received 
them, the comment forms can be turned in at the work-
shop or mailed to the DOT.
  The DOT said it will use the survey and com-
ments to present the various options for a new struc-
ture when it holds a public meeting on the PD&E 
study this fall.
  Comment forms will also be available at the work-
shop and can be completed at the meeting or mailed 
back to the DOT by April 14 to become part of the 
offi cial record.
 Work on the PD&E study began after the DOT last 
October announced that its $9.1 million rehabilitation 
project for the AMI Bridge would begin in February 
and that the rehab would extend the life of the bride 
another 15-20 years.
  While the study should be completed by this fall, 
DOT offi cial Deb Hunt has stated that a new structure 
will take, at a minimum, approximately seven to nine 
years to complete, but a better estimate would be 10 to 
12 years.
 Hunt has also said that the DOT will make no deci-
sion on a new bridge without public approval.
 The rehab project offi cially began Feb. 4. Cur-
rent plans call for the bridge to be closed to vehicu-
lar traffi c for a 45-day period, from Sept. 29 to Nov. 
13, although boat traffi c will be allowed to navigate 
through the draw.
 A formal public hearing to present the PD&E study 
and the preference of Islanders on the design of a new 
structure — including the “no bridge” option — will 
be held this fall, the DOT has said, although no date 
has been set.
 For information on the PD&E, the DOT has 
a Web site at www.annamariaislandbridge.com. For 
the most up-to-date information on the renova-
tion project, members of the public can go on the 
Internet to www.amibridgerehab.com. People without 
Internet access can call 941-792-0369 to obtain 
information.
 Comment forms will be available for comple-
tion at the April 3 meeting.

and $1 million.
 The closing will directly affect access to businesses 
and homes on 127th Street, most notably the Seafood 
Shack. Patrons of the restaurant will have to detour onto 
119th Street West to reach the establishment. Residents 
living on the north side of the bridge will also have to 
utilize the 119th Street detour.
 Customers can still reach businesses on the water-
front on the west side of 127th Street before the bridge. 
Those include Annie’s Bait and Tackle, YOLO Parasail 
and Florida Watersports and Manatee Marine Service.
 The DOT will post a number of detour signs on 
Cortez Road and surrounding streets to alert motorists 
to the closure and alternate routes.
 J.D. Allen Construction of Naples is renovating 
the bridge and building the Bradenton Boat Club, said 
Burke.

Bridge meeting Thursday, 
comments sought

 A meeting hosted by the Florida Department 
of Transportation at 4 p.m. Thursday, April 3, at 
the activity hall of St. Bernard Catholic Church, 
Holmes Beach, will be for the purpose of collect-
ing comments on the replacement options for the 
AMI Bridge.
 Comments will be taken by DOT personnel 
and comment forms will be available at the meet-
ing and may be submitted at that time.
 Forms may also be accessed on the Internet 
at www.amibridgerehab.com. 
 Forms may also be mailed to the attention of 
Chris Piazza, P.E., Florida Department of Trans-
portation, P.O. Box 1249, Bartow FL 33831.

AMI Bridge-DOT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cortez bridge closure
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The above graphic details the road closure and detour during reconstruction of the small humpback bridge 
near Annie’s and the Seafood Shack in Cortez. Islander Graphic: Courtesy Manatee County ...



THE ISLANDER  APRIL 2, 2008  3

Meetings

Bean Point and a section of beach near the Sandbar 
Restaurant.
 Hunsicker said that at this point, the only available 
funding option to renourish the affected area would be 
from the city itself, or in a joint effort with Manatee 
County. The county, he indicated, is currently more 
focused on funding and renourishing the areas already 
designated for cost-share funding. The estimated cost 
of the Anna Maria portion of the 2011-12 project is $7.5 
million, exclusive of any renourishment of the disputed 
area. 
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford was disturbed 
about the DEP’s change of position, but acknowledged 
that her main focus for the 2011-12 beach renourish-
ment project has to be to work with the county on those 
areas already identifi ed by the DEP as eligible for cost-
share funding and renourishment, not the questionable 
area.
 “I have to get our regular beaches renourished fi rst, 
then we’ll see if we can come up with a plan for that 
area,” she said.
 The mayor said she will encourage homeowners 
in the affected area to contact their state and national 
elected offi cials for assistance.

 That still leaves Joan Dickinson of 865 N. Shore 
Drive in Anna Maria watching the not-Gulf of Mexico 
waters slowly erode her not-on-the-Gulf-of-Mexico 
shoreline.
 Dickinson has long championed the cause of hom-
eowners in this area with eroding shoreline and had 
believed that her efforts, along with those of former 
Anna Maria Mayor SueLynn and Barford, had fi nally 
paid off when the DEP identifi ed this area as “critically 
eroded.”
 “Now, they’re saying it’s critically eroded, but not 
on the Gulf of Mexico, but an inlet,” said Dickinson. 
“What is the defi nition of inlet? My question is how 
have they defi ned what is on the Gulf and what isn’t 
because they can’t even fi nd the map designating where 
the Gulf of Mexico begins.”
 Dickinson said she won’t give up the fi ght, but will 
contact state Rep. Bill Galvano and state Sen. Mike 
Bennett for help.
 “I want the DEP to produce the map,” she said, 
adding that there is a map somewhere at the Anna Maria 
City Hall that she has seen that designates that the Gulf 
of Mexico begins at the Rod & Reel Pier, not Bean 
Point.
 The affair is bordering on the absurd, she added.
 “I’ll be sure and call the DEP for help when my 
house slides into the Gulf of Mexico,” she quipped.

Beach renourishment
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Anna Maria City
April 1, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
April 3, 6 p.m., charter review commission meeting.
April 7, 11 a.m., pre-budget workshop.
April 7, 6 p.m., grant enhancement committee meet-
ing.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
April 3, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
April 2, 5 p.m., parks and beautifi cation committee 
meeting.
April 8, city commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest
April 3, 4 p.m., Anna Maria Island Bridge replace-
ment meeting.
St. Bernard Catholic Church hall, 248 S. Harbor 
Drive, Holmes Beach, 941-792-0369, www.amibridg-
erehab.com
April 9, 3:30 p.m., Palma Sola Scenic Highway Com-
mittee meeting.
Manatee County Administration Building, 1112 
Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.

HB fl oodplain measure gets 1st reading
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A fl ood of permit applications is expected to hit 
Holmes Beach’s building department when city com-
missioners approve a new fl oodplain ordinance and 
revoke a hold on building permits.
 Their action is expected during an April 8 meeting 
at city hall.
 The next morning, the building department is 
expected to begin dealing with permit applications 
under the new regulations.
 “It’s going to be like a Miley Ray Cyrus concert,” 
said contractor Darrin Wash, who has been waiting to 
apply for a building permit for a remodeling job in the 
city since early February. “People will camp out.”
 In February, facing concerns from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency about an outdated 
ordinance, commissioners agreed to review and revise 
the ordinance that governs building in the fl oodplain.
 The commission unanimously voted, “No appli-
cation, petition or request for approval concerning 
fl oodplain management shall be granted until staff has 
completed its research and analysis of the regulations 
and the proposed legislation has been considered by the 
city commission.”
 Commissioners put a rush on drafting a new ordi-
nance, which was presented at the March 25 commis-
sion meeting for a fi rst reading.

 There was little discussion on the proposed measure, 
and general agreement to keep the process moving.
 The ordinance consists of 31 pages and is expected 
to help improve the city’s ranking under the National 
Flood Insurance Program and lead to a decrease for 
property owners in fl ood insurance premiums.
 The ordinance also is intended to “attempt to miti-
gate and prevent the cumulative effect of obstructions 
of fl oodplains causing increases in fl ood heights and 
velocities and occupancy in fl ood-hazard areas by uses 
vulnerable to fl oods or hazardous to other lands which 
are inadequately elevated, fl ood proof or otherwise 
unprotected from fl ood damages.”
 “Go to page 2, section 2,” Commission Chair Sandy 
Haas-Martens said, pointing out the defi nition for “sub-
stantial improvement.”
 The ordinance defi nes substantial improvement as 
“any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation or improve-
ment of a structure when the actual cost of the improve-
ment or repair of the structure to its pre-damage condi-
tion equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value 
of the structure either before the improvement or repair 
is started or if the structure has been damaged and is 
being restored, before the damage occurred.” 
 Next, Haas-Martens referred commissioners to sec-
tion 3 in the ordinance. “From 3 on, all the rest is new,” 
she said in reference to the next 29 pages.
 City attorney Stephen Dye confi rmed, “From sec-

tion 3 on, it’s a completely new ordinance.”
 Section 3 details the purpose of the ordinance — 
to promote public health, safety and general welfare 
and to minimize public and private losses due to fl ood 
conditions.
 Wash asked commissioners what the process might 
be for reviewing applications after the hold is lifted.
 “We need to fi gure out what order permits will be 
given out,” he said. “Some of us have been waiting 
since February.”
 He added that the building department “is going to 
be overwhelmed.”
 Building offi cial Bill Saunders vowed, “Any appli-
cations that are turned in [April 9] will be processed 
within 30 days.”
 In other business last week, commissioners:
 • Continued discussion on outdoor-dining rules.
 • Endorsed raising a stormwater-utility fee from $3 
ERU to $4.50 ERU. (See separate story.)
 • Approved a site plan for an offi ce building at 301 
Manatee Ave. (See separate story.)
 Commissioner John Monetti and Mayor Rich Boh-
nenberger did not attend the meeting because they were 
in Tallahassee for lobby days.

Fire damages Holmes Beach duplex, no injuries
Islander Staff Report

 An accidental fi re on Sunday, March 30, damaged 
a Holmes Beach duplex, but the occupants escaped 
safely.
 West Manatee Fire Rescue District offi cials esti-
mated damages at about $40,000 at the duplex in the 
200 block of Haverkos Court, said Capt. Tom Sousa, 
the public information offi cer for WMFR.
 Emergency offi cials received the fi re call at about 
6:02 p.m. March 30. First responders arrived at 6:07 
p.m. and saw fl ames and smoke coming from one of 
the apartments in the duplex owned by Jeanette Frint.
 Eventually 22 personnel were dispatched to the 
scene, including emergency workers with WMFR, 
Longboat Key Fire, Manatee County Emergency Medi-
cal Services and Holmes Beach and Bradenton Beach 
police departments. BBPD assisted with traffi c on Gulf 
Drive, which closed for about 90 minutes.
 Terry and Mike Cappello live in the east apartment. 
Terry was at home visiting with her sister when the fi re 
began, apparently on the lanai of unit B. “We’d just 
gone inside and my husband, who was outside, came 
through the front door, yelling to us to get out. ‘There’s 
a fi re in back,’ he said.”
 Terry Cappello also said that at least three of her 
neighbors told her they called 911 while she reached a 
busy signal on three attempts. 

 In addition to the occupants who took flight for 
safety, several pets were evacuated from the structure. 
An EMS technician rescued a cat from under a bed and 
WMFR administered oxygen to two rescued English 
bulldogs in the west unit. Their owners were absent when 
the fi re broke out, and on arrival at the scene, took their 
pets to an emergency veterinary hospital in Sarasota.
 The Cappello’s Labrador retriever was also treated 
by fi refi ghters with oxygen and “snapped” right up, said 
Deputy Fire Marshal Kurt Lathrop, who also heads up 
the district’s arson dog program.

 A neighbor told offi cials she heard a “boom” and 
saw fl ames.
 Lathrop said the fi re, brought under control by 6:35 
p.m., was determined to be accidental. The damage was 
primarily on the lanai. Just a few loose ends remained 
in the investigation, he said early March 31.
 The Cappellos were told by Lathrop to collect 
enough clothing and needs for at least two weeks. He 
said their apartment would be thoroughly checked for 
any electrical problems and some repairs would be 
required before they could return. 
 The Cappellos were planning to stay at Terry Cap-
pellos’ daughter’s house in Bradenton. Her daughter is 
presently out of town, so it’s “convenient,” she said.
 The Cappellos had family at the scene, includ-
ing Terry’s mother, Barbara Parkman, ready to assist 
them.
 WMFR boarded the units for safekeeping and 
planned to return to continue the investigation. 
 Frint, the owner of the duplex and a neighbor, was 
at the scene and said she will consult with a contractor 
and her insurance company as to how she can proceed 
to expedite the repairs.
 Frint also had family members at the scene to assist 
her, including Brian Schulz, owner of the former Bri-
an’s Sunnyside Up Cafe in Holmes Beach, and his wife 
and daughter.

The lanai at 202B Haverkos suffered the major part 
of damages from a Sunday evening fi re. Islander 
Photo: Bonner Joy 
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Bradenton Beach: All aboard for ‘Trolley Up’

Former Bradenton Beach resident Emily Anne Smith 
offered a logo for “Trolley Up,” a campaign to pro-
mote ridership on the Island trolley. Islander Image: 
City of Bradenton Beach

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Ridership on the Island trolley service reached a 
record 2,800 passengers March 18.
 But Anna Maria Island’s elected offi cials and the 
business community would like to repeatedly break 
records on the no-fare trolley. So they are reviewing 
a campaign that originated with the Bradenton Beach 
WAVES Committee.
 The campaign is called “Trolley Up” — the logo, 
designed by Emily Anne Smith, is of an animated 
trolley with big eyes and a big smile, sort of a cross 
between the Little Engine that Could and Herbie the 
Love Bug.
 There are several aspects of the campaign, said 
Bradenton Beach project and program management 
director Lisa Marie Phillips.
 Concepts include: 
 • Creating a “park-and-ride” program based at 
Coquina Beach to encourage ridership within the Island 
workforce, especially commuters.
 • Expanding the hours of service for late-night 
patrons and Island workers.
 • Partnering to offer riders discounts or other deals 
at Island businesses displaying the “Trolley Up” logo 
in store windows. For that, tokens or paper tickets dis-

 Last week, Phillips cruised the “Trolley Up” cam-
paign through Holmes Beach and Anna Maria city 
meetings. She plans to ask the Manatee County Tour-
ism Development Council for its backing.
 Meanwhile, Bradenton Beach Vice Mayor John 
Chappie has solicited support from the Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of Commerce. Bradenton Beach also 
has invited the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Asso-
ciation to participate.
 Phillips said an increase in trolley ridership means 
a decrease in parking problems and traffi c tie-ups and 
a reduction in “our carbon footprint.”
 She said it also might help preserve a no-fare ser-
vice.
 Last year, facing mounting budget concerns, Mana-
tee County’s board of commissioners considered imple-
menting a fare on the trolley.
 The Island community rallied to oppose a fare, 
with the three Island cities contributing $8,000 each 
to partly fund the trolley and keep ridership free. An 
advertiser program using message boards inside the 
trolley debuted this year to help offset costs.
 “Imagine what the traffi c would have been like,” 
Holmes Beach Commissioner David Zaccagnino said, 
speculating on the parking and traffi c troubling during 
spring break without a trolley service.

Olson to be honored
 A resolution honoring Rod & Reel Pier employee 
Christine Olson for a citizen’s initiative is expected to 
be placed into the Florida Legislature’s record April 9.
 A Tallahassee program commemorating the 1 mil-
lionth registration in the emergency notifi cation effort 
Olson proposed will also take place that day, according 
to a spokesperson for state Rep. Bill Galvano.
 Olson, a Bradenton resident, said she planned to 
make the trip to the capital city for the events.
 Olson’s notification campaign is known in Flor-
ida as the To Inform Families First Initiative. TIFF’s 
Initiative is named for Olson’s daughter, Tiffiany 
Olson, 22, who died Dec. 7, 2005, in a traffic acci-
dent.
 The accident took place at about 7 p.m. on U.S. 19 
near 49th Street in Palmetto, but Olson didn’t receive 
notice of an incident until 11:30 p.m. and she didn’t 
learn that her daughter had died until 1:30 a.m.
 Olson decided something needed to be done to 
expedite notifi cation of families in emergencies and she 

partnered with Galvano, the Florida Department of 
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles and the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement to create a notifi ca-
tion program.
 Floridians with state driver’s licenses can reg-
ister a contact number by going to www.toinform-
familiesfi rst.com. To date, almost a million people 
have listed a number for authorities to call.
 To honor Olson, Galvano, R-Bradenton, intro-
duced House Resolution 9009 in the 2008 legislative 
session.
 “It is fi tting that Ms. Christine Olson be rec-
ognized for her dedication to making a positive 
difference in the lives of the citizens of Florida,” 
Galvano’s resolution states. “Be it further resolved 
that a copy of this resolution be presented to Ms. 
Christine Olson as a tangible token of the sentiments 
expressed herein.”
 The resolution will be placed into the legislative 
record.

Island spring break unlike other Florida cities

Privateers plan Thieves 
Market April 12

 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will hold a 
Thieves Market at Coquina Beach from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, April 12.
 The market is the last on the group’s winter sched-
ule.
 The organization, which holds the markets to raise 
money for its community programs and youth scholar-
ships, is seeking vendors to sell collectibles, antiques 
and crafts and to operate concessions.
 For more information about shopping and selling 
at the market, call Michelle Delibert at 727-214-8903, 
or e-mail michelle.delibert@verizon.net.
 For more information about the Privateers, go to 
www.amiprivateers.org.

Gloria Dei to host 
ensemble concert

 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, will host a concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
April 6.
 The program will feature the string ensemble Le 
Dolce Donne, which formed through associations in the 
Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and Orchestra 
and consists of two violins and one cello.
 The trio consists of Karolyn Sitbaugh, Beverly 
Whitby and Pam Green.
 For more information, call the church offi ce at 941-
778-1813.

Spring 
break, 
Island-style
Thousands of 
beachgoers 
enjoyed the 
warm weather 
and calm 
waters of Anna 
Maria Island 
last weekend 
as spring break 
for colleges 
and universities 
and Manatee 
County public 
schools began. 
Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

pensed on the trolley might be redeemed by riders at 
businesses.

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 “We’re not a spring break destination,” said Susan 
Estler of the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.
 That is, Anna Maria Island is not a traditional 
spring break destination in the sense that Panama City 
or Daytona Beach are.
 “But we do have a ‘spring break,’” Estler added.
 Spring break for the Island is primarily families 
looking to get away from the bright lights and man-
made attractions of Florida destinations such as Disney 
World. Or college students looking for a nice beach 
amidst some peace and quiet, Estler suggested.
 “We don’t actively market to the traditional spring 
break crowd. They prefer destinations such as Panama 

City or Daytona Beach because of the nightlife. That’s 
not what we’re about,” she said.
 That’s an assessment that Anna Maria Island Cham-
ber of Commerce executive director Mary Ann Brock-
man would agree with.
 “There’s just not much here for the spring break 
crowd to do at night,” she observed.
 As most of the chamber members might say, they 
prefer it that way.
 “That’s not to say we’re not busy during spring 
break and in March,” Brockman added. In fact, March 
has been an extremely busy month at the chamber 
offi ces.
 “We had 2,912 walk-in visitors during March,” she 
said. The visitors were looking for information about 
the Island, a place to stay, where to eat or places to 

visit,” she said. 
  “And we had 590 requests [telephone or e-mail] 
for our information booklet about vacationing on the 
Island. I would say we’ve been extremely busy and I 
haven’t heard anyone complain.”
 Likewise for Ed Chiles, owner of the Sandbar and 
BeachHouse restaurants on Anna Maria Island, and the 
Mar Vista restaurant on Longboat Key.
 “We’re not a spring break area, but we do see some 
college students at the restaurants. They’re usually in 
groups of six to eight and very well behaved. Or, we 
see teenagers with their parents. I would say it’s the 
mellow spring break crowd.”
 And Chiles certainly isn’t complaining about the 
season.
 “March is going to be a record month,” he said last 
week, “and February was outstanding. We’re really pleased 
to see that and people seem to enjoy the outside dining 
area at the Sandbar. It’s a great place for families.”
 Indeed, if there were one word that seems to sum 
up spring break on Anna Maria Island, it would be 
“family.”
 Defi nitely not the spring break of Panama City, 
Daytona Beach, Key West or Cancun, nor what Fort 
Lauderdale used to be.
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Two complaints cause Anna Maria uproar over Center
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The old adage that “the squeaky wheel gets the 
grease,” has never been truer than in Anna Maria 
regarding the city commission’s effort to defi ne what 
the Anna Maria Island Community Center is and what 
are permitted uses at the facility.
 Commissioners and city staff the past three months 
have been grappling with how to permit events at the 
Center after receiving several complaints about such 
activities, most notably when alcohol is served at a Center 
event and/or large numbers of people are in attendance.
 Although the Center has been holding events since 
1960 and alcohol is a permitted use at the Center, city 
attorney Jim Dye suggested an amendment to the public 
recreation ordinance that would “offi cially” defi ne what 
the Center is and what activities are permitted.
 Thus far, an inordinate amount of city staff time — 
not to mention the fees charged by Dye — stem from just 
two complaints, said a frustrated Commissioner Christine 
Tollette at the commission’s March 27 meeting.
 “I’m just concerned about the number of people and 
hours we’ve spent working on this,” she observed.
  “This all started with just two complaints, and one 
man lives across from the Center and attends many 
programs,” the commissioner added.
 The second person called her about 15 times during 
the construction of the new Center to complain, Tollette 
said, and nothing she offered would placate that person. 
He eventually called city hall and complained about the 
presence of alcohol at the Center for an event, among 
other complaints.
 The situation prompted Mayor Fran Barford and 
city staff to ask the Center to begin submitting special 
event permit requests for every event, a daunting and 
time consuming task, considering the numerous activi-
ties at the Center that draw large numbers of people.
 In an effort to end the impasse, Barford asked the 
commission solve the issue; hence Dye’s suggestion.
 “But there are some individuals that no matter what 
you do are not going to be happy,” intoned Tollette. 
The city and Center have spent a great deal of time and 
money for something that someone will probably say 
“I’m sorry, I’m still not happy,” she said.

 But Commissioner Duke Miller interjected that all 
the commission is doing by passing the amendment is 
“putting in writing” what the commission approved in 
the Center’s site plan for the new building.
 The amendment proposes that the Center notify 
the city seven days in advance when it will have an 
event with more than 200 people scheduled to attend, or 
where alcohol will be served. “Events” do not include 
soccer or basketball games or yoga classes, noted Com-
missioner Dale Woodland.
 Day-to-day activities are not events that the Center 
needs to notify the city about, Woodland contended.
 Agreed, said Dye, who will modify the defi nition of 
the Center in the proposed amendment accordingly.
 Regardless of opinions, the city still needs to pass a defi -
nition of the Center and defi ne its allowed uses, he said.
 Dye suggested that it might be easier to put language 
about defi nitions, permitted events and notifi cation in the 
Center’s lease with the city, rather than an amendment.
 Hold on a minute, suggested Woodland.
 “We are over-complicating this. We are making a 
mountain out of a molehill. Maybe the lease isn’t the 
best place to put the language.”
 Agreed, said Miller. “This is only about splitting 
hairs. Just let Dye put the wording in the ordinance,” 
he said.
 Commissioners agreed to have Dye return to the 
commission’s April 24 meeting for a fi nal reading of 
the amendment with the appropriate language in its 
“proper place.”

Stormwater utility
 In other business, the commission unanimously 
approved an ordinance establishing a stormwater utility 
and an appeal process. The amount of the fee will be 
passed by resolution at a future commission meeting, but 
prior commission discussion has indicated the standard 
fee per property will likely be around $50 to $75 annually, 
depending upon the size of the accompanying structure.

Comp plan accepted
  Barford reported that the Florida Department of 
Community Affairs has accepted the city’s revised com-

prehensive plan. The DCA must wait 21 days for any 
legal challenges to the plan before proceeding to fi nal 
approval. The city has been working on the plan since 
2003.

City hall hours during bridge closure
 The mayor also announced that due to the 45-day 
closure of the Anna Maria Island Bridge beginning 
Sept. 29, the city staff will be on a staggered 10 hours 
per day, four days per week schedule to reduce the 
number of trips they have to make to reach city hall. 
Some staff will be off at least one day each week during 
this period.
 As only one staff member lives on the Island, the 
mayor said the daily roundtrip to reach Anna Maria via the 
detour route across the Cortez Bridge and north on Gulf 
Drive would be a hardship on staff. Making the roundtrip 
just four days each week will lessen the burden.
 Barford assured the public that city hall will still 
be open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and that she 
and public works director George McKay will cover 
the offi ce in the event no other staff are unable to reach 
city hall by 8 a.m.

Submerged lands
 Dye told commissioners that an old issue with the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection has 
“resurfaced.”
 The DEP is claiming that the state of Florida owns 
the submerged land underneath the city pier, and the 
city should be leasing the land. The DEP is demanding 
back rent from 1985, he said.
 Dye noted that this issue was addressed in 1999 
by the city with legal documentation that proved to the 
state that Anna Maria, not Florida, owns the bottom 
land. Apparently, however, the DEP never processed 
the 1999 information and the fi le has now been lost.
 Dye recently updated the ownership issue and for-
warded the supporting documentation to the DEP, but 
that agency is now claiming that the city doesn’t own 
the submerged land underneath the boat landing at the 
end of the pier. The DEP wants the back rent from 1985 
for that portion of bottomland.
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Cell tower talk
 The revival of the debate concerning enhanced cell 
tower installations on the islands reminds me of a con-
nection between wireless communication technology 
and a recently emerging “technical” treatment of mental 
diseases, namely Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation. 
 TMS is the use of stimulating electrical currents 
in the brain across the cranium by the application of 
a changing magnetic fi eld. The procedure utilizes the 
well-known phenomenon that you can produce elec-
trical currents in electrically conducting materials by 
exposing the substance to a rapidly changing mag-
netic fi eld. In TMS treatments, the head of the patient 
is exposed to a change in magnetic fi eld, which, in 
turn, produces electric currents in the patient’s brain. 
In RTMS, the process is repetitive, which has longer 
lasting effects. And there have been seizures observed 
during RTMS treatments of mentally ill patients.
 That is exactly what cell phones do. They send 
electromagnetic pulses across the users cranium and 
into the brain.
 Maybe the cell tower installation raises not only 
aesthetic questions (how nice the camoufl age looks) 
but, more importantly, ethical ones: How do people 
behave in the presence of these electromagnetic radia-
tion sources in neighborhoods? 
 It might be worth it to think about it. At least, with 
respect to our children.
 Heimo J. Keller, Anna Maria

No mega bridge
 Don’t settle for less than the best — we deserve the 
best and our lives could depend on it.
 The Florida Department of Transportation for many 
years has been pushing for a mega-bridge (65-foot 
clearance) to replace our present Manatee Avenue 
bridge (22.8-foot clearance).
 I, along with the majority of Island residents, have 
been fi ghting for the lower bridge.
 Now the DOT is throwing in a third choice — 
medium height.

 Please don’t be deceived. Even that will be unsafe.
 Our building code is 38-feet high. Any bridge 
higher than that will get the full force of the wind. I 
have lived here since 1944 and our bridge has never 
closed due to wind. High bridges are generally closed 
when winds are sustained at 42 mph — hurricane or no 
hurricane.
 So you have to stop once in a while for a boat to 
go through with a drawbridge. Use that time to enjoy 
the scenic view of our beautiful Island and surrounding 
waters. You won’t get that from a higher bridge.
 Billie Martini, Holmes Beach

Native?
 Well, the purists have done a magnifi cent job of 
removing the stately, shade-giving Australian pines and 
replacing them with those spikey-topped stalks that give 
a minimum of shade and a maximum of unsightly dead 
fronds that routinely need pruning at no small cost. And 
the watering of the new trees must have cost a pretty 
penny. But, hey, they’re native to this area.
 Are the palmetto bugs also native? If so, let’s make 
a concerted effort to keep them alive and thriving. I, for 
one, will gladly give up my pest-control contract, but 
only if there’s a guarantee that palmetto roaches will 
be protected and the German cockroach will be wiped 
out, or sent back to Germany.
 It never ceases to amaze one at the ways that those 
in power can fi nd to spend other people’s money — i.e. 
taxpayer money.
 Anita Brulato, Anna Maria

One small step, one big step
 The Islander newspaper invites readers to 
briefl y share their ideas on how they reduce their 
carbon footprints in an effort to conserve resources. 
The Islander also invites readers to briefl y share 
their ideas for how the population as a whole can 
come together to reduce Anna Maria Island’s envi-
ronmental impact. Write to news@islander.org by 
Wednesday, April 9. 

Now’s your chance
 You can voice your opinions to your friends and 
family, write letters to the newspaper, gripe, grump and 
complain as you will, sometimes to no avail. Or you can 
be heard on what sort of bridge, if any, should replace 
the Anna Maria Island Bridge in 10 or 15 years. 
 Now is that time.
 In fact, the Florida Department of Transportation 
wants to hear opinions of concerned and affected citi-
zens on the type of bridge it should build, if it builds 
a replacement, for the route to and from Anna Maria 
Island on Manatee Avenue/State Road 64.
 A DOT questionnaire is circulating, offering choices 
and soliciting opinions, and there is much to be con-
sidered as to design, height, lanes, sidewalks, lighting, 
fi shing or no fi shing, and fi xed-bridge vs. bascule.
 The survey can be accessed several ways, but, we 
think most importantly, your opinions will be HEARD 
at a meeting Thursday, April 3, when the DOT will 
come to Holmes Beach to listen.
 For doubters, we can attest to a personal tour of the 
top deck of the bridge with “top dog” DOT Secretary 
Stephanie C. Kopelousos and other “dogs,” including 
our District 1 Secretary Stan Cann and our state Rep. 
Bill Galvano. The group, including engineers, project 
managers and public relations staff, walked the bridge, 
stood on the bascule, admired the view and the boats, 
visited the bridgetender, and saw fi rst-hand what few 
do while riding over the bridge in cars.
 These people are intimate with our bridge. They 
know us. They’ve studied their predecessors’ mistakes 
and they are committed to making our bridge safe and 
viable for the future — and to hearing our voices.
 If you drive this bridge, admire the bridge, hate the 
bridge, love to wait while sailboats pass through, or 
hate the defi cit to your precious schedule while waiting 
on the bridge. If you want a new bridge, low bridge, 
high bridge, old bridge, no bridge, toll bridge.
 Whatever the choice, no matter what your opinion 
may be, if you don’t share it with the DOT, you might 
as well keep it to yourself.
 And Thursday is “put-up” time.
 Keep in mind, though, that the Cortez Bridge is 
in the same “boat.” It’s not yet up for discussion, but 
both bridges opened in 1957, and both are on the cusp 
of DOT’s “structurally sound” rating.
 If you have any opinion about the bridge, attend 
the meeting at St. Bernard Catholic Church at 4 p.m. 
and be heard, or put it in writing by accessing the form 
on the DOT Anna Maria Island Bridge Web site, www.
amibridgerehab.com, or at www.islander.org.
 Please, do it now.
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Date  Low High Rainfall
March 23 64 76 .50
March 24  62 70 0
March 25  52 72 0
March 26  56 77 0
March 27  60 86 0
March 28  63 85 0
March 29  64 84 0
Average Gulf water temperature 72°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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 • Anna Maria city commissioners scheduled a spe-
cial meeting to discuss a proposal by Robert Byrne 
to consider a zoning change for property Byrne owns 
was being used as a parking lot for visitors to the city 
pier.
 • The Florida Department of Transportation 
announced plans to spend $80,000 to beautify the 
Manatee Avenue entrance to Holmes Beach, but 
the proposal calls for the city to provide half, or 
$40,000.
 • Bradenton Beach city commissioners agreed to 
hold a series of workshops aimed at developing a list 
of policy directives on how commissioners should 
conduct themselves when acting as a commissioner 
or on the city’s behalf.

Bennett seeks united front 
against drilling

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria Island’s state senator wants a “unifi ed 
resistance” to proposals weakening protections against 
drilling off Florida’s coast.
 State Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton, has intro-
duced Senate Bill 426, which would send a message 
that Florida’s lawmakers want federal lawmakers to 
stand against any attempt to allow oil or gas drilling 
along the state’s coast.
 Oil and gas drilling off Florida’s coast is an issue 
that has repeatedly come up in Tallahassee and Wash-
ington, D.C., in recent years.
 In 2006, Congress voted to lift a 25-year ban on 
drilling in an area 125 miles south of the Florida Pan-
handle, but extended to 2022 a moratorium on drilling 
in other Florida waters.
 More recently, in mid-March, the U.S. Senate voted 
down an amendment to a budget resolution that U.S. 
Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., said could have opened the 
coastline to drilling. Democratic presidential candidates 
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama voted against the 
amendment. John McCain, the presumptive Republican 
nominee, voted for the amendment.
 Bennett, in his bill, stated that “one major oil spill 
off the coast of Florida, which is always a possibility 
regardless of advances in safety and engineering, would 
jeopardize Florida’s multi-billion-dollar tourism indus-
try.”
 The senator pointed out that the damage to oil drill-
ing operations caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
demonstrated the economic and ecological risks of drill-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico and that even routine offshore 
operations discharge “thousands of pounds of toxic 
chemicals into surrounding waters, smother bottom-
dwelling organisms and seagrasses with cuttings and 
debris and generate large amounts of air pollution.”
 The measure, currently before the Senate Environ-
mental Preservation and Conservation Committee, has 

the support of the local ManaSota-88 environmental 
defense group.
 “Oil and gas drilling off the coast of Florida will be 
in confl ict with existing federal marine-protection pro-
visions,” said Glenn Compton, chair of ManaSota-88.
 Compton stressed that already “pollution of water 
resources, degradation of important marine habitats and 
habitat loss continue at an unacceptable rate in Gulf 
coastal states.”
 Audubon of Florida also supports Bennett’s bill, 
but deputy director for policy Eric Draper expressed 
uncertainty that the bill will move to the Senate fl oor.
 Meanwhile, on Anna Maria Island’s coastline last 
week, beachgoers seemed 100 percent in favor of keep-
ing drilling operations away.
 “I don’t know what can be done about China and 
Cuba drilling out there, but we sure should stop our 
Congress from ruining our coasts,” said Beverly Levy 
of Anna Maria and Boston.

Red tide fi lm to 
premiere at fest

 A documentary about red tide sponsored by 
Solutions to Avoid Red Tide Inc. will premiere at 
the Sarasota Film Festival.
 “Guardians of the Gulf” will screen at 5:45 
p.m. Monday, April 7, and at 1:45 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 8, at Regal Cinemas Hollywood 20 in Sara-
sota.
 START worked with the Essential Image 
Source Foundation to produce the film. Work 
began in 2006 amid a substantial red tide bloom.
 The documentary explores theories about red 
tide’s causes and impacts and the research going 
into learning more about how it blooms and how 
to control the blooms.
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Bradenton Beach wants paws allowed on path
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Stephen Johnson and his lab Tosh are hot to trot 
together on the trail at Coquina Beach.
 But for now they’ll settle for a jog along Gulf 
Drive.
 That’s because canines cannot pound the pavement 
of the multi-use Coquina path, nor are they allowed on 
Island beaches.
 But if Bradenton Beach city commissioners get 
their way, the ban on dogs from the Coquina Beach 
trail may be lifted.
 The city commission voted in late March to draft a 
letter to the Manatee County Board of Commissioners 
asking the county to ease the restriction for the trail.
 Bradenton Beach Mayor Michael Pierce was the 
lone dissent, saying that while he loves dogs, he’s con-
cerned about dog droppings, as well as the potential for 
skirmishes between pets and people.
 Other opinions regarding people sharing the path 
with canines were mixed last week on the trail, as varied 
as audience favorites in the Westminster Kennel Club 
Dog Show.
 More than 90 people have signed citizen petitions 
supporting allowing dogs on the trail.
 Johnson said he supported such an allowance.
 As did Mitchell Johansen and Annette Guiliani, 
who walked together on the path on a recent chilly 
Tuesday morning.
 “As long as people follow rules about cleaning up, I 

On the path
Orazio Buzza 
pushes a 
stroller carrying 
13-month-old 
Katie Buzza 
on the shaded 
multi-purpose 
trail at Coquina 
Beach in Bra-
denton Beach. 
“I don’t mind,” 
Orazio Buzza 
says of sharing 
the path with 
dogs. “So every-
one has use of 
it. As long as the 
dogs are on a 
leash.” Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

think it’s fi ne,” said Guiliani. “I love dogs. I have three 
at home.”
 Johansen wondered if certain hours could be des-
ignated as dog-walking hours on the path.
 “How it would be enforced, I don’t know,” he said. 
“But it works for parking.”
 But inline-skater Darcy Martens objected to a 

shared path. “I wouldn’t come out here if there were 
dogs,” she said, while catching her breath on the path. 
“I don’t think it’s the right place. Let’s make a dog park 
or a dog run if that’s what the people want.”
 Bicyclist Jeanne Ruthhart added, “In the vicinity 
is all right, but already this path isn’t big enough for 
walkers and bikers.”

Outdoor dining reserved for April 8 in Holmes Beach
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Holmes Beach city commissioners have reserva-
tions for April 8 to discuss revising rules for outdoor 
dining.
 Commissioners talked briefl y about changing the 
city’s outdoor dining ordinance during a meeting March 
25, but agreed to resume discussions April 8.
 Commissioner John Monetti and Mayor Rich Boh-
nenberger were lobbying lawmakers in Tallahassee last 
week and did not attend the March 25 meeting.
 Commission chair Sandy Haas-Martens said both 
officials would want to join the discussion on any 
changes to the ordinance.
 “Why don’t we think about it and come to some 
resolution at the next meeting,” she said.
 The city allows restaurants to put eight seats out-
doors, and more seats if adequate parking spaces exist.
 Earlier this year, Commissioner David Zaccagnino 
asked to put outdoor dining on the commission agenda 

in response to a request from Skinny’s Place, a local 
restaurant that wants to increase its outdoor seating.
 The commissioner has suggested increasing the 
number of allotted outdoor seats or easing the ties 
between parking and seating since some diners walk 
or take the trolley to a restaurant.
 Other commissioners have shown an interest in 

amending the ordinance, but stressed safety as a top 
concern.
 “I love outdoor dining,” Haas-Martens said. “But 
the fact is, it’s got to be safe.”
 Commissioner Pat Morton said each restaurant 
location is unique and a revised ordinance would have 
to deal with “site-specifi c” concerns.

Bradenton High ’42 class reuniting
 The Bradenton High School class of 1942 will have 
its 66th reunion April 10, with Mary Fulford Green of 
Cortez as host.
 Fifty fellow classmates attended last year’s reunion, 
she said, and she has 20 of them signed up already for 
this year’s event. They’re from far and near, she said, 
one couple to come from Seattle. 
 Reuniters are not limited to that class so long ago, 
she clarifi ed. Anyone from any class will be welcome. 
Just give her a call at 795-7121. And from any school, 

since Bradenton High is long gone to be replaced by 
fi ve high schools in Manatee County.
 The reunion will be from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Bra-
denton Country Club, 4646 Ninth Ave. W. 

Correction
 The man pictured holding an umbrella at the Anna 
Maria Island Kiwanis Club Easter Sunrise Service in the 
March 26 edition of The Islander was misidentifi ed. He is 
Robert Raisch, a Stephen minister. We regret the error.



THE ISLANDER  APRIL 2, 2008  9

Christopher Whaley 
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
941-747-6666
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

CONSUMER HOTLINE 1-888-559-9689 X8601

 

www.FatCatCarpetCleaning.com
www.ethicalservices.com

778-2882 or 387-0607
i [ r w

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!111100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!

carpet • upholstery
tile • grout 

Cleaning and 
stain control

Message in motion
Holmes Beach police reroute 
traffi c near the intersection 
of Gulf and East Bay drives 
March 24 out of concern for 
the “bounce” in the electronic 
message sign over the road. 
Police detoured traffi c for 
hours on the windy day. Mana-
tee County offi cials have said 
the sign, one of several on the 
Island, was built to withstand 
winds exceeding 100 mph and 
should have some bounce. 
However, the county has asked 
the project engineer to re-eval-
uate the structure. A report was 
expected this week. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

BIEO learns cell 
provider needs 

customer
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Members of the Barrier Island Elected Offi cials 
organization may have breathed a collective sigh of 
relief at their March 20 meeting, when they learned that 
wireless communications facilities company NextG 
Network does not yet have a contract with a cellular 
provider to build its distributive antenna systems on 
Anna Maria Island or Longboat Key.
 Island elected officials have learned at several 
public meetings on cell tower applications that Island-
ers don’t want unsightly cell towers on Anna Maria 
Island.
 Cases in point: The cell tower at Smith Realtors on 
Marina Drive in Holmes Beach and the proposed — 
but never approved — cell tower to sit atop the Roser 
Memorial Community Church in Anna Maria. 
 But any relief at the BIEO meeting is likely only 
short-lived. 
 Chris Sinclair of NextG told the BIEO that his 
company is actively engaged in contract talks with 
a cell phone service provider. Once that contract is 
signed, Sinclair said he anticipates NextG will imme-
diately begin the engineering and design phase of its 
project.
 Sinclair said the company has identifi ed 25 loca-
tions on Longboat Key, 12 in Holmes Beach, six in 
Bradenton Beach and fi ve in Anna Maria for its DAS 
system. Because its signal does not extend more than 
several hundred yards, the DAS system needs numerous 
locations. DAS, however, is not a massive cell tower 
structure such as the one at Smith Realtors, Sinclair 
said.
 Rather, DAS is essentially a short antenna that 
attaches to the top of an existing pole such as a Florida 
Power & Light utility pole, with a rectangular box of 
accompanying equipment attached lower on the pole.
 Holmes Beach City Commissioner David Zacca-
gnino said he didn’t see any good in DAS for Holmes 
Beach. He maintained that the current cell tower at 
Smith Realtors is suffi cient for wireless needs, at least 
in his city.
 “There is no benefi t that I can see if you are going 
to add unsightly poles. Are we opening the door to a 
bunch of mini-towers?” he asked.
 Sinclair assured BIEO members that the DAS 
system is not obtrusive, will hardly be noticed, requires 
no public funds be utilized and provides an economic 
benefi t to the city in the form of fees.
 But Sinclair admitted that the “driving force” to 
install the system has to be a customer, which NextG 
is currently lacking. NextG is not an “end-user” com-
pany, but a “carrier’s carrier” and works for a wireless 
provider such as Verizon, Nextel or Sprint. He did note 
that one DAS system could provide service for up to 
four operators.
 He also said the company needs just a “few hun-

dred square feet” on the ground for its relay equipment 
if FP&L does not agree to house the boxes on its utility 
poles.
 And there are “challenges” currently with FP&L 
in the negotiations to utilize existing utility poles for 
DAS equipment.
 But not to worry, Sinclair said. The company 
already has been approached by an Island property 
owner who has a site on the ground that would meet 
NextG needs.
 Sinclair admitted that there is no contract in place 
at this time. “We are dealing in the abstract.”
 The company has already made a presentation to 

the Holmes Beach City Commission and the Longboat 
Key Town Council in preparation for a signed contract 
with a provider and successful negotiations with FPL.
 Under federal law, municipalities cannot deny a 
wireless company from providing service within city 
limits and constructing a wireless communications 
facility — also known as a cell tower. Cities can, how-
ever, enact ordinances and plans that control the size, 
location and height of such facilities. 
 In other business, members also got an overview of 
a plan presented by West Manatee Fire Rescue District 
board member Larry Tyler to encourage sprinkler sys-
tems be installed in all new construction in the district.

Commission OKs site plan
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Holmes Beach City Commission recently 
approved a site plan for a three-story offi ce building at 
the corner of Manatee Avenue and Gulf Drive.
 The OK came March 25 following assurances from 
the developer that concerns about traffi c had been dealt 
with and that a request for a sidewalk along Manatee 
Avenue would be honored.
 The site, currently an empty lot, is being developed 
by Richard Bond of Sarasota, who wants to house his 
real estate offi ce, as well as other real estate operations, 
at the location.
 Project engineer Marie McCaughan spoke on 
Bond’s behalf last week. She said the plans include 
native landscaping as called for in the city’s land devel-
opment code, that the Florida Department of Trans-
portation had given a preliminary nod to the developer 
installing a sidewalk along Manatee Avenue and that 
the developer had complied with Holmes Beach Police 
Chief Jay Romine’s recommendations for ingress and 
egress at the site.
 Romine recommended a one-way drive enter-
ing from Fourth Avenue and exiting on Gulf Drive. 
“The reason for this is the close proximity of the 
driveway to the signaled intersection at Manatee 
Avenue and Gulf Drive,” Romine said. “As traf-
fic stores in the northbound lanes of Gulf Drive, it 

takes a very short amount of time and a very few 
vehicles to block access to the drive. This leaves 
the entering driver no choice but to wait until traffic 
clears, which will cause a backup into the intersec-
tion or to go past the driveway and make a u-turn 
on private property.”
 The development will coincide with the city’s plans 
to establish a small park on a portion of unimproved 
Fourth Avenue.
 During a hearing on the site-plan review, one citi-
zen of Fourth Avenue, raised concerns about parking 
in the area.
 She did not object to the development, but stressed 
that traffi c gets congested in the area and that parking 
near the beach is “a zoo.”
 Commissioners acknowledged the parking prob-
lems associated with beach crowds, but said perhaps 
placing an offi ce building on the vacant lot might dis-
courage drivers from parking on the right of way.
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Holmes Beach considers 
stormwater fee increase

Fee lingo
 Municipalities assess stormwater utility fees 
in a measurement known as the “equivalent resi-
dential unit” or ERU. “A standard house with 
standard coverage is basically one ERU,” said 
Holmes Beach city treasurer Rick Ashley. He 
added that condominiums are typically less than 
one ERU.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Stormwater utility fees may go up about $12-$18 
a year for Holmes Beach homeowners.
 The city commission, during a work session March 
25, tentatively endorsed raising the monthly fees from 
$3 per “equivalent residential unit” to $4.50 per ERU. 
The rate is a monthly fee, but paid annually with prop-
erty taxes.
 “A good many people pay less than one ERU,” 
said city treasurer Rick Ashley, who said the fees fund 
stormwater-related capital improvements and not main-
tenance. Ashley added that general funds also help pay 
for improvements.
 In 2003, the city hired Banks Engineering to con-
duct a master drainage study. The review resulted in 
the identifi cation of 13 drainage basins where improve-
ments were needed.
 To date, the city has completed three projects 
and has a fourth in progress in the vicinity of 57th 
Street, according to public works superintendent Joe 
Duennes.
 Additional improvements are planned for basins 
near 34th Street, Manatee Public Beach, Flotilla Drive, 
63rd Street, 74th Street, north Holmes Beach and the 
“East Finger Canals.” The total estimated cost of the 
planned improvements is $1.6 million.
 The estimated expense, Ashley said, is conservative 
and past projects always have cost “more than antici-
pated.” 
 When the city adopted its plan for improvements, 
it also implemented a stormwater utility rate — the $3 
monthly ERU fee.
 Ashley said that fee no longer is adequate. He 
proposed several options — a $4 monthly ERU fee 
to generate $193,333 a year, a $5 monthly ERU fee 
to generate $241,666 a year or a $6 monthly ERU to 
generate $290,000 a year.
 “The mayor asked me to look into what we need 

to do,” Ashley told commissioners during their March 
25 meeting.
 With the passage of the Amendment 1 property 
tax reform measure in January and the potential for 
additional legislative limits this year, Holmes Beach 
“is going to be looking at money issues in the future,” 
Ashley said.
 “It’s not going to be a fun year and we’re going to 
be facing some serious decisions this summer,” Ashley 
added.
 One proposal before the state’s tax commission 
would put a cap on such fee increases. In fact, the pro-
posal — the Taxpayer Bill of Rights — would cap most 
government revenues, from parking ticket fi nes to util-
ity fees to property taxes.
 The commission discussed the options and arrived 
at a $4.50 fee to generate about $215,000 a year.
 “We need to keep this stormwater project going,” 
said Sandy Haas-Martens, the commission chair. “It’s 
important we get this done.”
 “It’s one of the biggest complaints we have,” said 
Commissioner David Zaccagnino, referring to drainage 
problems in the city.
 Commissioners Pat Morton and Pat Geyer agreed 
— and it was Geyer who suggested a $4.50 fee.
 The commissioners agreed to take up the issue at a 
regular meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 8, at city hall, 
5801 Marina Drive.

Anna Maria gets SBEP funding
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program has voted to 
fund two projects in Anna Maria that will enhance the 
public’s awareness of native landscaping and habitat in 
the Sarasota Bay area.
 The SBEP will provide $2,000 to the city’s envi-
ronmental education and enhancement committee for its 
“Native Plant and Habitat Identifi cation Signage Project.” 
  The SBEP’s funding for Bay-friendly projects 2008 
review committee said in a letter to EEEC chairman 
Tim Eiseler that the project “adheres to the mission 
of the SBEP and furthers the implementation of our 
comprehensive conservation and management plan.”

 Additionally, the SBEP sent a letter to Sissy Quinn 
of the Anna Maria Island Historical Society acknowl-
edging that the SBEP’s grant review committee had 
agreed to provide $1,000 to the society’s garden sig-
nage program for the same reasons it noted in funding 
the EEEC project.
 The money, however, does not come with “no 
strings attached.”
 Both the EEEC and the AMIHS must obtain “all 
necessary permits,” and adhere to all applicable local, 
state and federal codes. Progress reports and a fi nal 
report are also required, and the project must be com-
pleted “within 12 months from the award date,” the 
SBEP said.

Comp plan review continues
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Holmes Beach Planning Commission last week 
took up two elements in the comprehensive plan with 
which the city has little control — public schools and 
water.
 The board met March 27 as it continued its process 
of reviewing changes to the comp plan, making the 
document current with already approved amendments 
in the city’s evaluation and appraisal report.
 During the meeting, the planning commission 
took up elements related to public schools facilities 
and infrastructure, specifi cally potable water.
 The state now requires that cities incorporate a 
public school facilities element in comp plans, as well 
as amend the intergovernmental coordination and capi-
tal improvements elements to address schools.
 The city’s planning consultant, Bill Brisson of 
LaRue Planning and Management Services in Fort 
Myers, directed planning commissioners through 
the schools section but stressed, “There’s not a lot of 
leeway in what we can do with it.”
 The entire public school facilities element would be 

new to the comp plan, Brisson said. The section would 
provide for the city to work with the school board on 
any new school sites and related infrastructure and 
work with the school board on concurrency.
 Regarding intergovernmental coordination, the 
comp plan would be amended to add the Manatee 
County School Board to the list of governments or 
agencies that Holmes Beach “shall continue to coop-
erate and coordinate with.” The list already includes 
Anna Maria, Bradenton Beach, Longboat Key and the 
Manatee County Department of Public Safety.
 The capital improvements section of the comp plan 
would be amended to also incorporate public schools 
consideration, specifi cally a statement that “Holmes 
Beach shall ensure that future needs are addressed con-
sistent with the adopted level of service standards for 
public schools.”
 Commissioners had few questions and recom-
mended sending the paperwork related to schools to 
the city commission for consideration.
 Brisson told planning commissioners that the state 
also requires that the comp plan address a need for a 

PLEASE SEE COMP PLAN, NEXT PAGE
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10-year water supply, promote water conservation and 
deal with regional water needs.
 “Much like with the schools, you don’t have any 
control over the supply of water,” Brisson said, noting 
that Holmes Beach’s water comes from Manatee 
County.
 Still, he recommended several changes to the infra-
structure section in the comp plan to meet state rules.
 One new provision would require “low volume” 
plumbing fi xtures in new or redeveloped structures.
 Another provision would require new development 
or redevelopment to conserve water by using Florida 
Friendly Yards and Neighborhoods standards.
 A third change to the plan would require the city 
to promote water conservation programs and a fourth 
change would encourage the safe use of reclaimed 
water when available.
 Previously the commission reviewed traffi c and 
affordable-housing elements of the comp plan and at a 7 
p.m. meeting Thursday, April 24, is expected to review 
elements related to coastal management and recreation. 
The meeting will take place at city hall.

Comp plan review ongoing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Closing concert
The Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and Orchestra ends its 2007-08 concert season with a performance 
at Crosspointe Fellowship on March 30. Still left this season is AMICCO’s new signature fundraising event, 
a “Taste of Music Champagne Gala,” at a northwest Bradenton home on April 5. For more information, call 
941-778-1880. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

SAM meeting set for April 5, 
ManaSota-88 merger on agenda

 Save Anna Maria Inc. will hold a general meeting at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 5, at the West Manatee Fire 
Rescue Station 1, 6001 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The organization will discuss a proposal to merge 
with ManaSota-88, a non-profi t environmental group, 
as well as review information related to the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge projects.
 For more information, call SAM president Billie 
Martini at 941-778-2549.

Civic group to meet
 The Holmes Beach Civic Association will meet 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 5, at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The topic for the public meeting will be “calming 
traffi c” and the guest speaker will be Holmes Beach 
Police Department Lt. Dale Stephenson.

Writers group to meet
 The Gulf Coast Writers group will meet Monday, 
April 7, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The meeting, featuring author Andy Little, will take 
place at 1:15 p.m.
 For more information, call Nancy Colcord at 941-
778-7631.

Linda Chapman’s “Belladonna,” a watercolor (23- 
by 18.5-inch), can be seen in her exhibit, “Fur and 
Feathers in Fine Art” at The Studio at Gulf and Pine, 
10101 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, from April 6 through 
April 30. Islander Image: Courtesy Linda Chapman

Studio to host exhibit
 The Studio at Gulf and Pine will host “Fur and 
Feathers in Fine Art,” an exhibit of Linda Chapman’s 
tongue-in-cheek take on classical portraiture.
 Chapman has painted professionally for 30 years 
and the Studio, 10101 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, will 
feature 38 of her oil and watercolor paintings beginning 
with a reception April 6.
 The show’s title comes the idea that each of the 
paintings features an animal in human clothing, and 
many of the pieces parody classical works.
 “Each is technically and artistically a brilliant twist 
on reality, engaging the viewer and the artist in a surreal 
dance,” stated a news release from the Studio.
 Chapman’s work is widely collected and a number 
of museums have invested in her paintings, including 
the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the Norton 
Museum in West Palm Beach, the Minnesota Museum 
of Art, University of Wyoming Art Museum, the Boise 
Art Museum, Edwin Ulrich Museum of Art in Kansas 
and the University of South Florida Contemporary Art 
Museum. 
 The artist currently works in studios in Bradenton 
and New York City.
 An artist reception will take place from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Sunday, April 6.
 The exhibit will remain at the Studio, owned by 
former Florida first lady and artist Rhea Chiles of 
Holmes Beach, through April 30. Hours are 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday.
 For more information, call the Studio at 941-778-
1906.
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West Manatee Fire District gets ‘clean’ audit
West Manatee Fire 
Rescue District 
Chief Andy Price 
provides Jeff Taylor 
with a certifi cate 
for his promotion 
to second-class 
fi refi ghter on March 
27. Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Firehouse rules require spick-and-span clean dorms, 
kitchens and engine bays.
 West Manatee Fire Rescue District rules also call for 
clean audits, which the district received on March 27.
 Meeting at Station 1 in Holmes Beach, WMFR 
commissioners heard from the district’s auditor, Ed 
Leonard, who said, “The audit is a lengthy document,” 
but to sum up the contents of the report on their 2007 
fi scal year “it’s a clean audit” and “the district is in good 
fi nancial shape.”
 Leonard said the review of the district’s fi nancial 
statements showed compliance with state regulations 
and resulted in positive statements at each stage.
 He offered praise for the WMFR staff who prepared 
the fi nancial statements in advance of the audit.
 In other business last week, commissioners autho-
rized the purchase of a new generator for Station 2 
on Cortez Road, estimated to cost $22,000, and a new 
tow vehicle for the district’s boat, estimated to cost 
$25,000.
 Commissioners also briefl y discussed a push for 
residential sprinklers. Commissioner Larry Tyler, 

Deputy Fire Marshal Kurt Lathrop and Deputy Chief 
Brett Pollock talked with members of the Coalition of 
Barrier Island Elected Offi cials in March about sprin-
klers in homes.
 Tyler reported to his commission, “When it was all 
done, they gave us a round of applause and I think that 
we have their support.”

 The commissioners would like a countywide ordi-
nance requiring sprinklers in new homes, but in the 
meantime may implement incentives to encourage 
developers and property owners to install sprinklers.
 The next commission meeting will take place at 
6 p.m. Thursday, April 17, at Station 1, 6001 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

Senate committee moves seagrass bill
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A bill intended to bring a pilot program to restore 
seagrass beds in Manatee County recently received a 
senate committee endorsement.
 State Sen. Mike Bennett, who represents Anna 
Maria Island, introduced Senate Bill 660 to promote 
the “restoration and stabilization of seagrass beds” in 
pilot locations — Manatee, Brevard, Charlotte, Lee, 
Monroe and Pinellas counties.
 The Senate Environmental Preservation and Conser-
vation Committee approved the bill in March. The bill is 
now being vetted by members of the Community Affairs 
and General Government Appropriations committees.
 Bennett’s bill would establish a minimum $50 fi ne 
for scarring seagrass within an aquatic preserve, add 
an airboater to the state’s boating advisory council and 
require the payment of damages for injury to seagrass 
to a trust fund to be used for seagrass restoration and 
education. Currently funds collected from damages get 
funneled into the state’s general revenue fund or an 
internal improvement trust fund.
 Seagrass, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission, is a vital food source for 
manatees and sea turtles, which are protected animals. 
Seagrass also is essential for the maintenance of salt-
water fi sheries.
 But propeller scarring in seagrass beds is a problem 
in areas with high boating use. A Fish and Wildlife 
Research Institute report a decade ago found that boats 
scarred more than 173,000 acres of seagrass in shallow 
near-shore waters of Florida. The state has an estimated 
502,000 acres of seagrass.
 Sarasota Bay’s seagrass habitat decreased by 30 
percent from 1950 to 1988 as a result of declines in 
water clarity and dredge-and-fi ll operations, according 
to the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program. Since 1998, 593 
new acres of seagrasses have been mapped and continu-
ous seagrass beds have increased by 3,465 acres.
 The DEP has reported that Tampa Bay experienced 
an 81 percent decline in seagrass acreage during the 
20th century. Efforts to restore beds have resulted in 
a gain of about 1,300 acres of seagrass since 2004, 
according to the Tampa Bay Estuary Program.
 But damage continues.
 The St. Petersburg Times recently reported that 

Southwest Florida Water Management offi cials took pho-
tographs of the SunCruz casino boat churning through 
seagrass beds along the Gulf coast, leaving a plume of 
mud and grassy debris and trenches in its wake.
 The report was based on an investigation that 
involved Swiftmud, the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the U.S. Coast Guard.
 Bennett’s legislation has the support of Florida 
Audubon and several regional environmental groups.
 Glenn Compton, the chair of ManaSota-88, a local 
environmental organization, has said he’s concerned 
about removing a provision requiring an evaluation 
of the marine industry by the Legislature’s Offi ce of 
Program Policy Analysis and Governmental Account-
ability.
 “An objective and independent analysis of the 
marine industry is needed so we have an understand-
ing of the impact the recreational marine industry is 
having on Florida’s waterways,” he said.
 The provision was in Bennett’s filed bill, but 
removed by the Environmental Preservation and Con-
servation Committee, which also added Charlotte 
County to the list of pilot locations.



THE ISLANDER  APRIL 2, 2008  13

Furniture & More 

7370 Cortez Rd., Bradenton • Next to Bonefi sh Grill 
941-761-1947 • Giant showroom – close to the Island.

• Braxton Club • Capris • Carlton Rowe • Riverside • Designer Wicker • Lane Venture •      

• Braxton Club • Capris • Carlton Rowe • Riverside • Designer Wicker • Lane Venture •       

••  Slipcover U
pholstery • B

royhill • C
lassic R

attan • L
ane • C

apris •          ••
Sl

ip
co

ve
r 

U
ph

ol
st

er
y 

• 
B

ro
yh

ill
 •

 C
la

ss
ic

 R
at

ta
n 

• 
L

an
e 

• 
C

ap
ri

s 
•

C
as

ua
l 
L

if
es

ty
le

s…

C
asual L

ifestyles…

And Now Featuring:And Now Featuring:
• French Dressing Jeanswear• French Dressing Jeanswear
• Cactus Shirts • Focus Casual Wear• Cactus Shirts • Focus Casual Wear
• White Dresses for a  Casual Island wedding• White Dresses for a  Casual Island wedding

Swimsuits Swimsuits and and SeparatesSeparates
for all ages, for all ages, shapes & sizesshapes & sizes

BEACH SHOP

4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach  
At the Manatee Public BeachAt the Manatee Public Beach
941-778-5442 • Open Daily941-778-5442 • Open Daily

Manatee County’s largest selection of:Manatee County’s largest selection of:
  Collectible Dolls  Collectible Dolls

  Painted Glass Window Art  Painted Glass Window Art
  Native American Turquoise Jewelry   Native American Turquoise Jewelry 
and everything you need for the beach!and everything you need for the beach!

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 “What was that?”
 That’s the question some observant Islanders won-
dered shortly after 8:30 p.m. March 26, when they heard 
what sounded like two quick-fi re explosions and felt a 
shudder.
 The noise was a double sonic boom as the space 
shuttle Endeavor traveled across the state to Cape 
Canaveral for a nighttime landing.
 The crew landed the shuttle at 8:39 p.m. at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center, Fla., after completing a 16-day 
journey of nearly 6.6 million miles in space. The fi rst 
landing attempt at Kennedy was bypassed due to low 
clouds in the area.
 The sonic booms prompted concerned people to call 
emergency numbers to report an explosion or strange 
noise — Holmes Beach Police Department received a 
few calls and Manatee County’s public-safety dispatchers 
received more than two dozen calls on their 911 lines.
 Endeavour’s fl ight was the longest shuttle mission 
to the International Space Station and included a record 
fi ve spacewalks.
 Seven astronauts worked with the three-member 
station crew and ground teams around the world to 
install the fi rst section of the Japan Aerospace Explora-
tion Agency’s Kibo laboratory and the Canadian Space 
Agency’s two-armed robotic system, known as Dextre. 
 The fl ight was the 122nd space-shuttle fl ight, the 
21st fl ight for shuttle Endeavour and the 25th shuttle 
fl ight to the space station.

Sonic noise
Holmes Beach Police Department received a few inquiries about two booms and shudders on March 26, the 
night the shuttle Endeavor landed at Cape Canaveral. And the county’s 911 public-safety dispatchers received 
more than two dozen calls from people concerned about a possible explosion. What people heard was the 
double sonic boom of the shuttle as it headed to the Atlantic coast for a landing. The “boom, boom” heard here 
was the fi rst from a shuttle landing since December 2002. Islander Photo: Courtesy NASA

Leonard nominated for offi cer of the year
 Holmes Beach police officer Michael Leonard 
recently was nominated for offi cer of the year by his 
chief in a countywide honors program.
 Holmes Beach Police Chief Jay Romine nominated 
Leonard for the award from the Manatee County Hun-
dred Club, a group that exists to support and honor law 
enforcement personnel.
 Romine recommended Leonard specifi cally for his 
role in foiling a 2006 armed robbery at CVS Pharmacy 
in Holmes Beach and his “professionalism and com-
mitment to quality law enforcement in Florida.”

 Leonard was a runner-up in Florida Retail Federa-
tion 2007 law enforcement offi cer of the year awards 
program.
 The offi cer, who is married with two children, pre-
viously worked for Clay County, Fla., Sheriff’s Offi ce 
and the Bunnell, Fla., Police Department. 
 “During the course of the past year, Offi cer Leonard 
has served the city in an admirable fashion, garnering 
commendations from the general public and also being 
recognized by the Florida Retail Federation,” Romine 
said.

Shuttle boom, landing causes Island shuddersShuttle boom, landing causes Island shudders

Holmes Beach 
celebrates April 4

 Holmes Beach celebrates Founders Day with 
a dedication of the city’s skate park and other cer-
emonies at 8:30 a.m. Friday, April 4. The program 
begins at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive. For more 
information, call 941-708-5400.
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Acupuncture Can Help! 
• Arthritis • Weight loss

• Back, neck, knee pain
• And much more

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Free consultations, 773- 6134

Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES
OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm

Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church SchoolS dd yyyy CC C urr SS oooooSuSuSundndndayayayyyy CCChuhuhurcrcrchhh ScScSchohohoololol

COME CELEBRATE WITH US

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Music That Inspires
3pm •  Sun •  Apr 6

778-1813
6608 Marina Drive,  Holmes Beach

www.gloriadeilutheran.org

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays  7:30 & 10am
Rector’s Class  8:45am

Thursdays 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Island Chiropractic Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

Now 2 locations to serve you! 

5917 Manatee Ave. W. 
Suite 603 

Bradenton 

761-0500 

6000 Marina Drive 
Suite 104 

Holmes Beach 

778-0722 

Fireworks task force warns public Streetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City, Bradenton Beach
 No reports.

Holmes Beach
 March 24, 7000 block of Palm Drive, fi ght. Police 
were dispatched to the outside of a home where two 
men were reportedly fi ghting. An offi cer saw two men 
and observed they suffered minor abrasions and lumps. 
The fi ght apparently began because one man, who had 
been drinking, said he didn’t want to give a ride to the 
other man, who also had been drinking. No charges 
were fi led.
 March 26, Sixth Street and Manatee Avenue, hit and 
run. Police responded to an accident. The alleged driver 
of the Olds left the scene and police pursued. The driver, 
Kristopher N. Smith, 23, of Holmes Beach, was detained 
in Bradenton Beach near the Runaway Bay condomini-
ums. Smith was arrested on a failure to stop charge. The 
motorcyclist, Islander Ed Sterba, did not suffer serious 
injury, but the motorcycle was damaged.

‘Hit and run’ results 
in arrest
Holmes Beach Police 
Department responded to a 
“hit and run” at the inter-
section of Sixth Street and 
Manatee Avenue March 26. 
The accident involved a 
motorcycle and an Olds-
mobile and resulted in the 
arrest of a Holmes Beach 
man, the driver of the Olds. 
Islander Photo: 
Bonner Joy

 The Anna Maria Island Fireworks Task Force has 
set a plan in motion to educate the public on the dangers 
of illegal fi reworks, particularly on the beach during the 
July 4 holiday.
 The task force, chaired by Anna Maria Mayor Fran 
Barford and composed of Island law enforcement, fi re 
department and elected offi cials, has enlisted the sup-
port of Manatee County for a public safety announce-
ment included in June utility bills stating that fi reworks 
are illegal without a permit.
 Additionally, the Manatee County Sheriff ’s 
Office is producing a public service announce-
ment to air on local television stations in the weeks 
prior to July 4 about the dangers of unauthorized 
fireworks and the ordinance prohibiting their use 
without a permit. The MCSO announcement will 
also note that law enforcement officers on duty the 
July 4 weekend will confiscate illegal fireworks 

for disposal.
 Although Sgt. John Kenney of the MCSO’s Anna 
Maria substation has advised the task force that it would 
take a massive amount of manpower to completely 
enforce the ban on fi reworks on July 4, Kenney and 
other Island law enforcement offi cers will be confi scat-
ing fi reworks and issuing citations that weekend if they 
encounter such activity.
 Barford said the task force will be giving presenta-
tions in area schools about the dangers of fi reworks and 
contacting Island rental agents to advise their renters 
about the dangers of fi reworks and the fact that personal 
fi reworks are illegal. 
 The task force was formed as a public safety 
issue after last year’s July 4 holiday in which a man 
on the beach in Anna Maria was injured by an illegal 
fi rework, and a child in Bradenton Beach was almost 
injured July 3. 

Sister Keys mitigation work on again
 Workers are back on the Sister Keys mitigation 
project to even-up the environmental score for the 
incursion of future housing construction on Perico 
Island. 
 Sister Keys, a string of bayside spoil islands, fall 
within the town of Longboat Key and are being restored 
for natural habitats for a variety of creatures.
 St. Joe Co. is storing the Sister Keys spoil at 
Coquina Beach on the south end of Anna Maria Island, 
in transit to the SevenShores development on Perico 
Island at the old Perico marina, said Bill Gardiner of 
St. Joe.
 The spoil “is good material,” Gardiner said. “The 
Sister Keys were formed originally of spoil dredged 

by the U.S. Corps of Engineers years ago, so it’s good 
bottom sand.” The company offered it to Longboat for 
beach restoration, but Longboat needs white sugar sand 
for its beaches. So St. Joe will use it for fi ll at its con-
dominium site. 
 Jim Linkogle, manager of public works for Long-
boat Key, said it would be prohibitively expensive 
to run the soil through all the testing to establish its 
acceptability for any Longboat use. 
 The project has had a two-month interruption, 
Linkogle noted, and now St. Joe has moved in new 
equipment to load the sand onto a transport barge and 
take it to the Coquina boat ramp staging area. The job 
is expected to be fi nished by the end of May. 

Holmes Beach man found
 Holmes Beach reported that a man living with 
Alzheimer’s disease went missing for a period last week.
 The Holmes Beach Police Department reported the 
man missing on Thursday evening, notifying the press 
that he last had been seen at about 11 a.m. March 27 
leaving his home. The alert, in addition to describing 
the 80-year-old’s appearance, said he was an “Alzheim-
er’s patient and may be confused as to where he lives.” 
He also was wearing a pacemaker and defi brillator.
 HBPD later reported that the man was found in his 
neighborhood and safely returned home.

Busy DUI checkpoint
 A recent checkpoint to curb intoxicated motorists 
in Palmetto resulted in police issuing 76 citations.
 The checkpoint was set up March 21 at Eighth 
Avenue West and Riverside Drive in Palmetto with a 
number of law enforcement agencies contributing to 
the effort. Participating agencies, including the Mana-
tee County Sheriff’s Offi ce, Florida Highway Patrol 
and Bradenton, Bradenton Beach, Holmes Beach and 
Palmetto police departments.
 Authorities reported that 609 vehicles passed 
through the checkpoint. Of those vehicles, 92 were 
detained for alleged traffi c violations, resulting in 15 
DUI arrests, eight arrests for driving while license sus-
pended, two narcotics arrests and 38 licensing tickets. 
A total of 76 tickets were issued.
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Stone Crab 
Specials! 

Floaters $5/lb. 
Medium $10/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $15/lb. 
Buy 20 pounds and save more!

Floaters $4/lb. 
Medium $8/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $12/lb.

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC. 
4600 124th St. W., Cortez 

941-794-1249 
M-F: 8am-Noon & 1-5pm • Sat: 8am-Noon

at AP BELL 

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Bring paradise home with you.Bring paradise home with you.

Subscribe to
941 778-7978, www.islander.org

NO

Tanglew
5701 2

Convenient to

MULLET 
SALE

 

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

941 778-7978 
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

History sought under water, with benefi t
By Jim, Hanson

Islander Reporter
 A study is planned into historic places and items 
under water in Manatee County, and Cortez is an early 
incidental benefi ciary. 
 Early on the list of prospects in historic underwater 
sites is the Fogarty Boatworks, originally located on the 
Manatee River, now part of the Manatee Village His-
toric Park. It came into a survey of navigation clearance 
in the river being undertaken by the Manatee County 
Conservation Lands Department. 
 Pilings at the old dock were found to be hazards 

to navigation, and workers started to uproot them — 
some of them buried as much as 20 feet deep. Then 
historic preservation staff under Clerk of the Circuit 
Court Chips Shore surmised that the pilings probably 
had some historic signifi cance. Shore’s department is 
in charge of historic properties in the county. 
 The pilings turned out to be about 100 years old, of 
old-growth yellow pine, which is rare nowadays. Rather 
than discard them, the Florida Maritime Museum at 
Cortez hopes to turn them into lumber for use in historic 
restoration projects and boatbuilding. 
 The old pine is virtually indestructible, woodwork-

ers say, its growth rings very tight to make a hard and 
strong wood. 
 Jeff Moates, until last week curator of the museum and 
now director of the Florida Public Architecture Network West 
Central Regional Center at the University of Florida, said 
an underwater architectural survey would start in the river 
if the county gets its $32,000 matching grant from the state. 
Even without it, he and volunteers probably will undertake 
a “diver’s day” survey of the waters at old Fogartyville. 
 He pointed out that the site was settled in the 1870s 
by three Fogarty brothers from Key West and New 
York. 

Bird nesting season arrives on Island 

A black skimmer. Islander Photo: Courtesy Lois Cop-
perman

By Lois Copperman
Special to The Islander

 Sunscreen, towel, sunglasses. Now you are ready 
to head out to the beach.
 But, remember, you will be sharing the beach with 
nesting birds.
 Each year, starting in late March, beach nesting 
birds migrate from all over to local beaches to nest and 
raise their families. 
 Due to increasing development and disturbance of 
nesting activities, the numbers of many of these beach-
nesting birds are declining.
 “Most people aren’t even aware that they are threat-
ening the survival of birds that nest on the beach when 
they let their kids or dogs run through or close to colo-
nies. Unfortunately, if the adult [birds] are repeatedly 
frightened up into the air, they may even abandon their 
young,” said Monique Boroen-Abrams of St Petersburg 
Audubon.
 Least terns, starting this month, will lay their eggs 
directly on the sand, in shallow depressions. These 
depressions are easily overlooked, so step lightly and 
make sure that a volleyball game does not include these 
birds as an immediate audience. Least terns have been 
declared as a threatened species in Florida.  

 It’s easy to witness the least tern’s mating ritual. 
The male terns offer small fi sh to their selected females. 
The female that accepts will be his mate, and the pair 
will look for a suitable nesting site — if only it were 
that easy for humans. Least terns often return to the 
same nesting site each year, unless the site has consis-
tently been unsuccessful.
 The black skimmer is a bird seen nesting in colo-
nies on local beaches, often with least terns between 
May and August. This is a species of special concern 
in the state of Florida.
 The plover is a small, light-colored bird that can 
be seen dancing in and out of waves breaking on the 
beach, and they never get caught by a single wave. The 
plover nests in a more solitary fashion. Snowy plovers 
breed in open areas of dry sand between the months of 
February and September. These birds have an active 
lifestyle and may nest multiple times, having several 

clutches of young during one season. There are only 
about 200 nesting pairs of snowy plovers in Florida. 
 The Wilson’s plover, also known as the thick-billed 
plover, can be seen nesting from early spring to late 
summer in a shallow scrape in the sand, usually in 
the sparsely vegetated upper part of the beach and the 
dunes.
 Richard Meyers, assistant refuge manager of Tampa 
Bay Refuge, said, “The birds are already starting to nest 
on Egmont Key. By mid-May we usually have thou-
sands of laughing gulls, black skimmers, terns, pelicans 
and other birds raising their young in protected bird 
areas.”
 Beachgoers can help protect nesting sites by fol-
lowing these guidelines:
 • Keep a distance — if birds are agitated, you are 
too close. 
 • Keep out of posted areas and encourage others to 
stay out.
 • Don’t force the birds to fl y.
 • Avoid running watercraft near the shore.
 • Keep dogs off the beaches.
 For more information about nesting birds on Anna 
Maria Island, call the state at 888-404-3922 or visit 
www.stpeteaudubon.org.

Off Stage Ladies to meet April 9
 The Off Stage Ladies Auxiliary of the Island Play-
ers will hold a luncheon and meeting at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 9, at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 
Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach.
 Reservations are due by Friday, April 4. 
 During the lunch, chef Darrell Mizell will demon-
strate how to make his version of key lime pie.
 For reservations and more information, call OSLA 
president Carol Heckman at 941-761-7374.

Women’s group to host 
‘Stew or Spew’ talk

 The REAL Women’s Ministry of Crosspointe Fel-
lowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, will host a 
talk about getting what you want and still being nice.
 The program, “Do You Stew or Spew?” will feature 
Sharen Pittman and Wendy Gaudioso.
 The program will take place at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 5.
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Eco expo espouses environmental message

David Pickup of Manatee County offers free bags for grocery shopping at the Eco Expo in Bradenton Beach 
March 29. The bags are made of recycled plastic bottles. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Walkers followed the green footprints on the Bra-
denton Beach sidewalks to the city’s signature green 
event — the Eco Expo.
 The city’s WAVES committee sponsored the March 
29 expo inside and outside city hall. Attendees, as they 
went from booth to booth, heard repeated refrains of 
reuse and recycle, conserve and commit.
 The event introduced individuals to environmental 
organizations and conservation programs. A series of 
workshops on environmental issues took place during 
the week before the expo at the Annie Silver Commu-
nity Center in Bradenton Beach.
 The expo — now in its fourth year — also made 
available at discounted prices an abundance of native 
plants.
 In a shady location, Island landscaper Mike Miller 
and representatives of the Florida Native Plant Society 
talked with gardeners — and potential gardeners — 
about Florida-friendly yards.
 “I came today because we are buying a place down 
here and I know you can’t just run out and fi ll your yard 
with grass and mums,” said Skipper Dawsy of Buffalo, 
N.Y.
 Nearby, Herb Stump and Peyton Phillips encour-
aged expo visitors to sign a “guest list” and take free 
Publix cloth shopping bags intended to reduce the use 
of plastic bags.
 “I saw a program on PBS about plastic bags,” said 
Xavier Cantrell, hooking a bag on a belt around his 
shorts. “They are amassing with all the other litter in a 
huge trash zone in the ocean.”
 Peyton Phillips said he volunteered to work at the 
expo to help out his mother, city projects and programs 
manager Lisa Marie Phillips, but also to help a good 
cause.
 “I’m volunteering to raise awareness for people 
to be more ecologically friendly,” he said. “It feels 
good.”
 Representatives from Anna Maria Island Turtle 
Watch promoted protection of sea turtles and encour-
aged people to volunteer to walk the beaches in the 
annual nesting program — or at least to dim any water-
front lights during the season.
 On April 15, AMITW will hold a training session 
for volunteers interested in the beaches in the 2008 
nesting season that begins May 1. The program will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. at Holmes Beach City Hall, 
5801 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The event also featured several local businesses as 
well as representatives from the Sierra Club, Sarasota 
Green Pages, Mote Marine, Solutions to Avoid Red 
Tide, Anna Maria Elementary, the Anna Maria Island 
Butterfl y Park, Around the Bend Nature Tours, Sarasota 
Bay Estuary Program, Greenpeace and Manatee County 
Recycling Program.
 Representatives of the Sarasota Green Marketplace 

Island landscaper Mike Miller, right, assists customers seeking native Florida plants at the Eco Expo.

sat at a table next to a toilet display, drawing attention to 
a $100 rebate Manatee County offers for the installation 
of green-friendly toilets and pointing out an Australian-
model Caroma john with two buttons — one for a full 

fl ush and one for a half fl ush.
 Such toilets are required in drought-stricken Aus-
tralia, said Sarasota Green’s Mary Anne Bowie, and 
they may some day be required in Florida.
 The table displaying the giveaways promoting 
Manatee County recycling effort featured super-sized 
bags made from recycled plastic bottles, pencils made 
from recycled U.S. paper currency, fl ying discs made 
from recycled plastic and a variety of pamphlets.
 Collectors marveled at the softness of the bag and 
the uniqueness of the pencils.
 “We look at this as an opportunity for education,” 
said county recycling program coordinator David 
Pickup. “We want to make sure people recycle and 
reuse.”
 Nearby, Greenpeace activist Joe Smyth, wearing 
a “Climate Action Now,” talked with expo attendees 
about pending federal legislation, specifi cally House 
Resolution 1590, the Safe Climate Act.
 “We’re focused here entirely on the 13th congres-
sional district,” Smyth said. “People out here have 
been really supportive. People are acutely aware of the 
threats.” 

Minnesota club plans picnic
 The Minnesota Club will hold its last lunch of the 
winter season at Bayfront Park in Anna Maria at noon 
Wednesday, April 9.
 The club will provide fried chicken and coffee. 
Attendees are asked to bring a side dish or dessert to 
share.
 For more information, call club president Dick 
Chapman at 941-794-3573.

Tabletop gardening
Marilyn Shirley, Sharon Austed, Pat Whitacre, Nancy Spadafora and Clare Faner participate in a workshop 
on creating a dish garden during the Anna Maria Garden Club luncheon Jan. 16. The next club meeting at 
Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, will be at noon Feb. 20. For information, 
call club president Mary Manion at 941-778-2607. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet includes 

dessert  $9.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Larry Rich
Wed. - Mike Sales

Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 DinnerLooking for the perfect 

outing? 
Look no further …

Bridge Street wants weekly market

Spring supply
Diana Pitman of Ontario, Canada, makes a purchase from the Connie’s Produce team, Connie Rosko and 
brother-in-law Les Rosko, during the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association’s Anna Maria Island 
Farmer’s Market March 29. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

AGAMI to meet April 7
 The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island will hold 
its monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 7, at 
the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The guest speakers that night will be Rachel and 
Justin Noyes of The Hive Creations in Anna Maria.
 Rachel Noyes will talk about creating a Web site 
and Justin Noyes will talk about self-publishing.
 For more information, call the AGAMI Gallery at 
941-778-6694.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Diana Pitman surveyed the fresh produce at the 
farmer’s market on Bridge Street.
 Plant City strawberries.
 Florida creamers —tiny red potatoes meant to stew. 
Florida sweet onions the size of grapefruits.
 “Everything’s local,” Connie Rosko of Connie’s 
Produce on Cortez Road said, referring to her selec-
tion at the March 29 market organized by the Historic 
Bridge Street Merchants Association.
 Fresh produce was displayed on other tables, while 
the other 30 vendors sold paintings, photographs, jew-
elry, crafts and plants.
 A disc jockey provided background music and 
BeachHouse Restaurant assistant chef Patrick Bowles 
provided action, demonstrating cooking techniques.
 Organizers said the markets — the fi rst took place 
in February and the next will take place April 26 on 

Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach — have been so suc-
cessful they want to take it up weekly.
 Rosko said she participated for fun, but also to 
boost her business.
 After the fi rst market, Rosko said, “We got a lot of new 
people in the store who didn’t know we were there.”
 Patti Harkin, who was leaving the market with a 
fresh pound of asparagus and plans to make a cream 
soup, said, “I thought the Island needed this. There’s a 
real demand for an event like this.”
 In addition to planning a weekly market, the asso-
ciation will hold a “Beginning of Summer Celebration” 
on Bridge Street from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, May 
25. The event will feature arts and crafts vendors, food 
booths, live music and children’s games.
 The group’s next big hurrah will be the “End of 
Summer Arts & Crafts Festival” Sept. 7, followed by 
the Celebrate Christmas on Bridge Street event on 
Dec. 1.

Old wedding bells ring 
as sweet as new

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 Albert Few left Cortez to fl y fi ghter planes in 
combat and write a book and send Americans to the 
moon, then came back and the other day set some 
kind of record as an 87-year-old newlywed. 
 He and Ruth Tomichek were married Easter 
Sunday in the chapel of Westminster Towers in 
Bradenton, where both have lived for some years 
and will continue to live — as a couple. At least 100 
came to wish them well, including his children. 
 The bride, 82, is famed locally as a tireless com-
forter, easing people through illness and the prob-
lems of old age. She soothed the fi rst Mrs. Few 
through the sufferings of Alzheimer’s disease until 
her death two years ago.  
 Few still personally maintains his properties in 
Cortez, the house where he spent his boyhood, a 
larger house in front of it and some cottages. He 
stays busy but not fanatically so, said friends. 
 He recalls that he enlisted right after Pearl 
Harbor in 1941, trained as a pilot and saw action 
in the Mediterranean, mainly North Africa, Sicily 
and Italy. Much later, he said, his children kept after 
him to learn what he did in those violent days, so he 
wrote them a book, “Fighter Pilot From Cortez.” 
 He was rearing his family in Huntsville, Ala., by 
that time, pursuing a long and successful career with 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 
He worked with the legendary Werner von Braun as 
an aerospace engineer, and is particularly proud of his 
part in the lunar landing and space shuttle programs. 
 He retired in 1976 and stayed on at their home 
in Huntsville until his wife became ill with Alzheim-
er’s some years ago, and they came back to the Gulf 
Coast to live in the Westminster retirement home. 
 There they had the blessed luck to meet a Virginia 
farm girl who had retired from a telephone company 
career: Ruth Tomichek, widowed for 50 years. 
 She and Few married and counted their bless-
ings Easter Sunday, but there their luck played out 
— she was injured in a fall before they could leave 
for their honeymoon in Savannah, Ga. But they’ll 
make it yet, Few swears, and nobody doubts it. 
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria 
Island

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-94044528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404

C8

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Fri, April 4 ~ Michael MacFri, April 4 ~ Michael Mac

Sat. April 5 ~ Sat. April 5 ~ Natural VibesNatural Vibes

June 15 Eclipse
June 23 Natural 

Vibes

Tues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pmTues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pm
Fri    11:30am-midnightFri    11:30am-midnight
Sat      noon-midnightSat      noon-midnight
Sun    noon-8:00pmSun    noon-8:00pm

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply PutSimply Put
• Customized and      
   rejuvenated furniture
• Unique gifts  
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques 
• Collectibles 

Artisan Artisan 

GalleryGallery

Outdoor FairOutdoor Fair 
8am - 3pm, 8am - 3pm, 

Sat, April 19Sat, April 19

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
  (941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B44B4444B44BB44B4444

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”

EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE REGGAE 
TUNESTUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

B5

Great Great 
FoodFood

Stellar Stellar 
ServiceService

Unique Unique 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Signature Signature 
EventsEvents

111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach • Anna Maria Island 

941-782-1122 
Visit our new Web site!  www.thesunhouserestaurant.com

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

B4

B4

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach • Open Daily 4-9:30 • Fri & Sat 4-10:30 
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

Great Food with an Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Live Music 
Friday & Saturday 

HALF-OFF 
ENTRÉE 

with this ad and the purchase of a 
regular priced entrée and any 

two beverages. 
Excludes holidays and special events. 

Expires 04/16/08. 

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

2 FREE 
GLASSES OF WINE 

with this ad and the purchase of 2 
entrees at regular price. 

Excludes holidays and special events. 
Expires 04/16/08.Early Bird Special

Daily 4-6pm

Yolo Parasailing 
& Island Adventure Cruises

Parasailing – home of the smiley face parachute 
Dolphin & Sightseeing Cruises

$5 off any parasailing 
or adventure cruise 
with coupon 

Est. in 1987 

4334 127th ST. W. Cortez Rd. • Cortez 
PAPO Certifi ed and PAPO Certifi ed and 
InsuredInsured  
USCGUSCG Licensed Licensed 941-792-6000941-792-60004334 127th st. w.  • cortez • open daily • 941-794-35804334 127th st. w.  • cortez • open daily • 941-794-3580

annie’s bait annie’s bait && tackle  tackle 
Come try our waterfront …Come try our waterfront …

gulf grouper sandwich  gulf grouper sandwich  
fresh ½ lb. burger  •  cuban sandwichesfresh ½ lb. burger  •  cuban sandwiches  

Voted Best Bait 
and Tackle Shop! 

WWe’vvee ggoonee wwirreeleess!  EEnjjoyy a

 

freee  wwirrellesss inntteernneet coonneecttioon

 

whheen yoouu vvissit The Islander aannd

 

Ooh La La!  PPaasssswordd: Islaanndeer

SurfSurf’’s Up, s Up, 
Dude!Dude!

Surf the internet with our 
free wi-fi within 100 yards of

and Ooh La La!

frfrfrff eeee w wi-i fififf  w witi hiinn 10101 0 yayy rd

ananddddd OOOoOohhhh LLLLLaLa LLLLL L !!!!a!a!
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 4-09-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
MON MON ~ 8 piece Dixieland Jazz Band 7pm

TUE TUE ~ The Wheedles Band 8pm
THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, 

Bangers and Mash,  Live Irish music - 
The Celtic Misfi ts 7pm
FRI FRI ~ Gulf Drive 6-8pm

     FRI      FRI ~  Karaoke Party w/ Robert 8.30
SAT SAT ~ Tim Chandler 7pm

SINCE 1992
Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 

to subscribe. You’ll get 
ALL the best news, 

delivered by the mailman 
every week. Visit us at 

5404 Marina Drive, 
Island Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

Just visiting
paradise?

AME faces $98k budget cut, staff reductions

AME MeNU
Monday, April 7

No School. 
Tuesday, April 8

Breakfast: Breakfast Hot Pocket, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Chicken Nuggets or Corn Dog, Broccoli, 
Mixed Fruit, Pineapple Tidbits
Wednesday, March 19

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, 
Super Donut, Toast, Cereal

Lunch: “Bosco” Sticks with Marinara Sauce, 
Assorted Salads and Sandwiches, Green Beans, 

Applesauce, Zoo Crackers
Thursday, March 20

Breakfast: Egg and Cheese on a Biscuit, 
Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Chicken Tenders or Ravioli, Curly Fries, 
Strawberries, Bananas and Tangerines

Friday, March 21
Breakfast: Waffl e Sticks with Syrup, 
Super Donut, Yogurt, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Pizza or Chicken Quesadilla, Corn,
Salad, Oranges and Pineapple��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 In the wake of statewide slumping sales tax rev-
enues, Manatee County School District offi cials esti-
mate $20.9 million must be cut to balance its 2008-09 
budget. 
 Principals at each school have been asked to work 
with teachers and staff to devise ways to reduce their 
school budgets. At Anna Maria Elementary School, prin-
cipal Tom Levengood was asked to cut $98,912 from 
his operational budget — which is only $37,019.
 “How do you cut more than you have to begin 
with? You lose people,” said Levengood.
 Levengood said he will fi rst look at what can be 
omitted from the operational budget, which pays for 

items such as printing, workshops, postage, fi eld trips, 
tutoring, textbooks, library books, furniture and science 
materials. 
 The district provided Levengood with examples of 
how he might reach his target goal, including:
 • Eliminate .5 custodian for a savings of $17,250.
 • Revise specials equivalent of one teacher’s salary 
and benefi ts for a savings of $63,090.
 • Reduce printing costs by making all communica-
tions electronic and newsletters quarterly for a savings 
of $15,750.

 • Reduce clerical by .5 for a savings of $15,750.
 The sum of these suggestions is $98,912.
 Levengood has not yet determined how he will 
reduce spending at AME, but he believes the budget 
reduction may result in the loss of additional staff.
 AME was already slated to lose two teachers, one 
clerical assistant and one teacher’s aide for the 2008-09 
school year based on declining student enrollment. 
 Levengood noted that it has not yet been deter-
mined who will be leaving AME. Staff members are 
given the opportunity to put in for a voluntary transfer 
or retire. If neither of those options transpire, Leven-
good will make the determination based on senior-
ity.
 He added that AME could also lose its full-time 
reading coach, depending on whether the district decides 
to cut funding for the program from its budget. The 
school has already lost a member of its cafeteria staff 
due to cuts made by the food services department. 
 Levengood has started collecting input from staff 
on where to trim the budget with his proposal due at 
the district offi ce by Monday, April 7. 

AME seeks memories of 
principal Kronus

 Anna Maria Elementary School plans to name its 
auditorium in honor of James Kronus, the school’s 
longest-serving principal, at 6:30 p.m. April 15.
 Kronus served as the Island school’s principal for 
25 years, retiring in January 1999. The AME auditorium 
is the only structure of the original school building that 
remains in use as it did when Kronus was principal.
 As part of the dedication event, AME guidance 
counselor Cindi Harrison is gathering memories from 
Kronus’ tenure. If you have a memory you would like 
to share, either as a guest speaker at the event or as 
part of a written collection, contact Harrison at 941-
708-5525 or e-mail her at harrisc@fc.manatee.k12.
fl .us. Submissions can also be mailed to the school to 
Harrison’s attention at 4700 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach 
Fl 34217.

AME dates to remember
 The Anna Maria Elementary 2007-08 school cal-
endar is abundant with opportunities for community 
involvement. Following are a few of the dates worth 
remembering:
 • April 8 students return to school from spring 
break.
 • April 15 6:30 p.m. James Kronus Auditorium 
dedication ceremony.

School counselor ‘guided’ into club
As president Pam Schlueter looks on, Jim Dunne 
attaches a lapel pin to Anna Maria Elementary 
School counselor Cindi Harrison’s shirt. The Rotary 
Club of Anna Maria Island welcomed Harrison as 
an honorary member — the fi rst in the club’s history. 
The ceremony took place at the club’s weekly lunch 
meeting March 18 at the BeachHouse Restaurant in 
Bradenton Beach, when Dunne discussed the club’s 
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WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

Wednesday, April 2
11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a 

luncheon at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. 
Fee. Information: 941- 778-1541.

Friday, April 4
 8:30 a.m. — Holmes Beach celebrates Founders Day with a dedication 
of the city’s skate park and other ceremonies in the 5800 block of Marina 
Drive. The program begins at city hall. Information: 941-708-5400.

9:30 a.m. — Church Women United meets for a discussion with Luz 
Corcuera of the Healthy Start Coalition of Manatee County at Roser Memo-
rial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
6483.
 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Privateers head for down-
town Bradenton and the annual DeSoto Seafood Festival. The festival con-
tinues Saturday and Sunday. Information: 727-214-8903.

Saturday, April 5
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 
meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-795-8697.
 9:30 a.m. — The Real Women’s Ministry of Crosspointe Fellowship 
hosts a program on getting what you want called “Do You Stew or Spew?” at 
the church, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7845.
 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park Arts and 
Crafts Festival benefi ting the garden in Holmes Beach takes place at Coquina 
Beach Gulf side. Information: 352-344-0657.
 10:30 a.m. — Save Anna Maria Inc. holds a general meeting at the 
West Manatee Fire Rescue District Station 1, 6001 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-2549.
 10:30 a.m. — The Holmes Beach Civic Association meets at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, to discuss traffi c.
 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival’s Seafood Festival 
takes place in downtown Bradenton. Fee. Information: 941-747-7953.
 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. — The “Taste of Music Champagne Gala” takes place 
at a northwest Bradenton bayfront home to raise money for the Anna Maria 
Island Community Chorus. Information: 941-778-1880.

Sunday, April 6
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park Arts and 
Crafts Show benefi ting the garden in Holmes Beach takes place at Coquina 
Beach Gulf side. Information: 352-344-0657.
 Noon to 7 p.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival’s Seafood Festival 
takes place in downtown Bradenton. Fee. Information: 941-747-7953.
 4 p.m. — The Studio at Gulf and Pine, 10101 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, 
hosts a reception for “Fur and Feathers in Fine Art,” an exhibit featuring the 
work of painter Linda Chapman. Information: 941-778-1906.

Monday, April 7
 1:15 p.m. — The Gulf Coast Writers meet at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, to hear from author Andy Little. Informa-
tion: 941-778-7631.
 6:30 p.m. — The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island holds a meeting at 
the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6694.

Tuesday, April 8
 10:30 a.m. — Camille Branch-Turley, a freelance aviation journalist, 
discusses “Flying High: A Pilot’s View from the Cockpit” at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
 Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and 
a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 
Beach. Fee. Information: 941-778-1880.

Wednesday, April 9
 7:45 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce holds a 
sunrise breakfast at Melinda’s Cafe, 5315 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Fee. 
Information: 941- 778-1541.
 Noon —The Minnesota Club holds its last lunch of the winter season 

Event notices
 Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.
org. Please include time, date and location of the 
event, as well as a contact name, phone number 
and e-mail address. The deadline for submis-
sions is at least one week prior to the desired 
Wednesday publication date. Remember, the 
sooner you submit your notice, the sooner The 
Islander can announce the event.

at Bayfront Park in Anna Maria. Information: 941-794-3573.
1 p.m. — The Island Library Book Club meets at the Island Branch 

Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Ongoing: 
 • In April, Cortez artist Cecy Richardson is the artist of the month at the 
Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The gallery is open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For more information, call 941-
792-1039.
 • Through April 30, the Ortygia Restaurant, 1418 13th St. W., show-
cases the paintings of Island artist Lolly Owen’s All that Jazz series of work. 
Information: 941-744-1333.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the month at 
the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Fee. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. Information: 941-778-1908 
or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group 
plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Informa-
tion: 941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.

Coming up:
 • On April 11, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents “Landscapes 
of the Island,” beginning with a reception for the exhibit at the AMIAL gallery, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On April 15, Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch holds a training for vol-
unteers to walk the beaches in the 2008 nesting season. The program takes 
place at Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 • On April 26, the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association hosts the 

Anna Maria Island Farmers Market on Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach.

Save the date:
• On May 8, “The Long Weekend” opens at the Island Players theater 

at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria. The play continues Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays to May 18. Information: 941-778-6878.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents the 14th annual 
Manatee High Exhibit, beginning with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit continues through May 28. Infor-
mation: 941-778-2099.
 On May 25, the Bridge Street Merchants Association hosts a Memorial 
Day celebration on Bridge Street. Information: 941-720-3317 or visit www.
hbsma.com.

Well, for art’s sake…
A crowd turns out to see what generous local artists 
and Manatee High School students created for the 
annual “For Art’s Sake” auction organized March 28 
by The Islander newspaper. The event raised more than 
$2,500 to supplement the high school’s art supplies and 
equipment budget. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Michiganders Ann Leep, Lynn Russcher and Parker 
Russcher, 11, take a gander at the art donated for 
“For Art’s Sake,” an auction raising money for the 
Manatee High School art department. The event, 
organized by The Islander, took place March 28.
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RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Appetizer, salad, entrée, 
dessert and a select bottle 

of red or white wine.
Sun-Thurs., excludes holidays.

T

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

and sun. 4:30-8pm

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

WWWWWWinner 2007 Taste of Manatee - 5 awards!

5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  Bistro

O O H !
L U N C H
B R U N C H
FRI/SAT/SUN

Now you can enjoy the same great breakfast, 
brunch menu on Fridays (for important lunches) 
and on Saturdays (avoid the Sunday rush) in the 

quiet, elegant ambiance of Ooh La La!

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad – for as little as $12!

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

When’s the last 
time you tasted 

coffee in an 
old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The score of a particular game doesn’t always show 
whether or not a team is improving its level of play. The 
Islanders 30-1 defeat at the bats of league-leading and 
still undefeated Bonefi sh Grill on March 27 was such 
a game.
 Don’t get me wrong. Bonefi sh Grill isn’t undefeated 
by accident. They have an extremely good hitting team 
as evidenced by the 26 hits and 30 runs they put on the 
scoreboard. They utilized two pitchers for two innings 
apiece and both threw strikes fairly consistently.
 The improvement for The Islanders came with 
the fact that Bonefi sh Grill earned most of its runs by 
hitting the ball, not by walking and running around 
the bases because of multiple errors. Bonefi sh Grill 
smacked home runs and extra-base hits seemingly at 
will.
 The Islanders still have things to improve upon 
without a doubt. Islander pitching walked seven batters, 
which is too high, and had too many errors of omission, 
such as missing signs and not hitting cutoff men. 
 Yet, the fact is that those totals are improved from 
earlier in the season.
 Friday’s game began well enough when starting 
pitcher Philip Dudevoire induced leadoff man Derek 
Paparella to ground out to shortstop Hunter Parrish, 
who made a nice play. Caleb Katzenberry doubled to 
right-center in front of Jarod Paparella, who parked one 
deep over the right-center fi eld fence for a 2-0 lead. A 
pair of walks and a pair of singles ended Dudevoire’s 
tenure on the mound and brought in William Brusso.
 Brusso retired the next two batters to end the inning 
with the Islanders trailing 5-0. The fi rst two batters in 
the bottom half of the inning struck out against hard-
throwing pitcher Jonah Hunt, but Brusso lined a two-
strike pitch into left fi eld for a single. Justin Gargett 
followed with a double off of the left-fi eld fence, but 
Brusso had to stop at third and the next batter struck 
out, ending the inning.
 The second inning did the Islanders in for good as 
Bonefi sh Grill sent 23 batters to the plate and scored 

Little League’s Bonefi sh ‘grills’ Islanders
18 runs. Derek Paparella, Caleb Katzenberry and Jarod 
Paparella each had three hits in the inning, while Zack 
Callahan had two hits including a home run.
 The Islanders best effort came in the third inning 
when Parrish led off with a walk. He took off at the 
crack of the bat, but Max Moneuse’s line drive got 
snagged by the pitcher, who calmly threw to fi rst to 
complete the double play. Brusso then lined a two-out 
double to left and came around to score when Gargett 
launched his second double of the game.
 Brusso and Gargett led the Islanders with a pair of 
2-for-2 performances, while Lee Bergeron managed an 
infi eld single.
 Bonefi sh Grill was led by Jarod Paparella, who 
fi nished the night 5 for 5 with a two-run homerun, a 
grand slam, a double and 10 RBIs, while brother Derek 
went 4 for 4 with four runs scored. Caleb Katzenberry 
went 4 for 4 on the evening with a pair of doubles and 
fi ve runs scored. Other strong hitting performances 
came from Seth Katzenberry (4 for 4), Hunt (3 for 5, 

three runs), Daniel Schroeder (2 for 2) and Callahan, 
who fi nished 2 for 2 including his fi rst homer.
 Next was a March 24 matchup where The Islanders 
led ELS 5-3 in the third inning, but couldn’t hold on 
It ended with the Islanders on the short end of an 11-6 
score.
 Parrish went 2 for 3, including a double and two 
runs scored to lead the Islanders, which also received 
a double and a single from Moneuse and doubles from 
Bergeron and Trevor Albers. Justin Gargett added a 
single and one run scored while also pitching five 
innings for the Islanders.
 Ryan Stephens led ELS with a 4-for-5 performance 
that included a triple and three runs scored. Jacob Tits-
worth added a triple and three runs scored for ELS, 
which also received a pair of hits from Shane Rocklein 
and Jason Colon in the victory.

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, NEXT PAGE

William Brusso delivers a pitch for his Islander major league baseball team during Little League action at G.T. 
Bray. Islander Photo: Kevin Cassidy
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JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH FRI. SAT. & SUN. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD APRIL 2 - APRIL 9

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$16991.75 
LTR

1.75 
LTR

$1999 
Corbel Brandy Wolfschmidt Vodka

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
994999 1-7

TTTTTTuuess -SSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Your favorite breakfast and lunch 
place also serves delicious dinners!

Iron Skillet Café 

Sunday Brunch: Crab Benedict, 
Seafood Omelette, Mimosas

• Professionally-trained Chefs!
• Fresh Ingredients – dishes made from scratch! 
• Daily Specials • Beer and Wine

Racquet club
Mary Hunter, left, 
Kathleen Horrocks, Sue 
Herman and Jimmie 
McSwain at the Sand-
bar Restaurant in Anna 
Maria for the awards 
ceremony that followed 
the Jimmie McSwain 
Tennis Tournament. The 
round-robin, mixed-
doubles tournament took 
place March 24-25 at 
the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, with 
top honors going to 
Horrocks, Hunter, and 
Herman in the women’s 
division and Dave 
Boswell, Bill Wallis and 
Barry Rose in the 
men’s division.

Horseshoe news
 Fifteen teams became three teams after pool play 
during March 26 horseshoe action at the Anna Maria 
City Hall pits. Two of the three teams that advanced 
to the elimination round probably wished they hadn’t 
after running into the buzz saw that was the team of 
Gene Bobeldyk and Dean Rowe. They delivered a 22-2, 
“out by the wood shed whoppin’” to Adin Shank and 
Art Kingstad in the fi rst semifi nal. Bobeldyk and Rowe 
followed that up with a 22-4 thumping to Bob Lee and 
Marvin Gangemi in the fi nals.
 The March 22 horseshoe games saw 16 teams 
enter the pool play fray, but only two teams emerged 
unscathed. Ron Pepka and Dave Long opened up an 
18-8 lead, only to see the team of Debbie Rhodes and 
Greg Schut reel off 11 points in succession to take the 
lead. Pepka calmly threw a ringer to end the match with 
Pepka and Long on top by a 21-19 score.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday 
and Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. 

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, low-
net-of-partners game on March 26 and the team of Dave 
Plat and Jim Helgeson came out on top by four shots. 
Their 126 total put them in fi rst place ahead of Vince Mer-
cadante and Jim Mixon, who carded a 130. Ernie Hauser 
and John Sagert matched the 130 total to tie for second.
 The men played a nine-hole, low-net-of-partners 
game on March 24. Bob King and Blake Graham 
carded a 4-under-par 60 to fi nish two shots ahead of 
Earl Ritchie and Neal Hammer. 
 The coed match on March 21 was a throw-out-the-
worst-hole game. Jane Winegarden, Gordon McKinna, 
Joyce Brown and Jerry Brown fi red a 117 to edge the 
team of Frankie Smith-Williams, Matt Behan, Warda 
and Dorothy McKinna by one stroke.
.

Another season of football 
 NFL Flag Football is the premier youth football 
league for boys and girls ages 5-17. 
 Registration for the spring season of Center fl ag 
football league must be done online, and anyone lack-

ing access to the Internet is invited to utilize the Cen-
ter’s computer lab. The registration Web site is: www.
active.com/event_detail.cfm?event_id=1558076
 The registration deadline is April 7 at 11:59 p.m. 
The cost for the season is $40, which includes for each 
player a reversible NFL team jersey and a fl ag set. 
 Registered players are invited to a mini-camp Tues-
day, April 8, and Thursday, April 10, both at 6 p.m. at 
the Holmes Beach fi eld. 
 The season of games will be played at the Holmes 
Beach fi eld beginning April 21. 
 Division ages (subject to change based on registra-
tion) and mini-camp dates:
 Group A, ages 5-6, 6 p.m. April 8.
 Group B, ages 7-8, 6 p.m. April 8.
 Group C, ages 9-11, 6 p.m. April 10.
 Group D, ages 12-14, 6 p.m. April 10.
 Group E, ages 15-17, 6 p.m. April 10. 

Center to offer tennis, golf 
 Tennis instructor Wayne Sewall will be teaching 
a youth tennis class from from noon-2 p.m. Saturdays 
starting April 12. Center members can check it out free 
of charge this month while non-members can try it for 

SPORTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22 $5 per lesson.
 The center is also looking for donations of racquets 
and tennis balls.
 Back by popular demand is the Bud Stokes junior 
golf program for boys and girls ages 7-18. The program 
will convene for fi ve weeks on Wednesdays and Satur-
days at Pinebrook Ironwood golf course with transpor-
tation provided by the Center if needed.
 The registration deadline is April 16 and the pro-
gram gets started on April 19.
 For more information on sports programs and the 
associated fees, call the center at 941-778-1908.

AMI Little League schedule
Juniors
7 p.m. April 10 Islanders vs. JR1@GT Bray
10 a.m. April 12 JR5 vs. Islanders@Birdie Tebbetts 

Majors
7:30 p.m. April 7 Horizon Bank vs. Islanders@AMICC

Minors
6:30 p.m. April 8 Wood Dock vs. Surf Shop@AMICC
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GOLF LINKS 
April

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Apr 02 11:17 1.5 4:22 -1.0 10:14 2.0 4:07 0.9
 Apr 03 11:25 1.6 4:55 0.0 11:13 2.0 4:55 0.5
 Apr 04 11:36 1.8 5:24 0.2 — — 5:40 0.2
 Apr 05 12:08 1.9 5:50 0.4 *11:51 2.0 6:25 -0.2
 Apr 06 1:03 1.8 6:13 0.7 12:12 2.3 7:12 -0.4
 Apr 07 2:00 1.6 6:33 0.9 12:38 2.5 8:02 -0.6
 Apr 08 3:05 1.4 6:47 1.1 1:09 2.6 8:59 -0.6
 Apr 09 4:30 1.2 6:46 1.1 1:47 2.7 10:03 -0.5

We’d love to hear your 

fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.

Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 

offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

Paul Roat and his Sandscript column are on vacation this week.

Whoa boy, big fi sh
Jack Gryboski, age 7, of Holmes Beach and Atlanta, 
caught this nice keeper gag grouper plus another 
released one, one snapper and many grunts while 
fi shing with family about nine miles offshore of Anna 
Maria in about 45 feet of Gulf water.

By Capt. Mike Heistand
 Last week I saw this year’s fi rst cobia, a bit under-
sized but the fi rst observed this spring and a good sign 
of things to come.
 Most people are saying sheepshead are getting 
ready to roll out and leave for deep water until winter 
comes around again. Snook fi shing is heating up and a 
few kingfi sh are showing up, taking the bait. 
 Capt. Larry McGuire says he’s seeing lots of big 
kingfi sh up to 45 pounds.
 The season is changing, unfortunately, just as 
winter visitors and fi shers are packing up to go north. 
The fi shing and the weather will be heating up from 
here forward.
 Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait & Tackle
on Cortez Road said that offshore he’s fi nding amber-
jack, grouper and snapper are his best bets, while Capt. 
Mark “Marco” Johnston of Annie’s said inshore fi sh-
ing for snook and redfi sh are his best bets, but they’ve 
also been catching mackerel and mangrove snapper.

Capt. Rick Gross out of Catchers Marina in 
Holmes Beach said snook fi shing is starting to break 
loose and his charters reeled up some sheepshead, 
mackerel, mangrove snapper and a few redfi sh.
 Capt. Tom Chaya at Catchers Marina in Holmes 
Beach says the kingfi sh have started their migration 
north and quite a few have been caught in the 10-mile 
range of Anna Maria Island. Snook and reds have been 
on the increase with last week’s warmer temperatures, 
he said, and his charters are fi nding trout and Spanish 
mackerel are hitting on the edges of deep grass.

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach says that offshore fi shers 
are fi nding grouper moving in a bit deeper water, 85-100 
feet, snapper fi shing on offshore wrecks is excellent, 
and big amberjack — 50-to 60-pounders — are coming 
to the hook on far offshore wrecks.
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier says the sheep-
shead are “in full swing, but he thinks they’re getting 
ready to leave as the water warms up.” Mackeral, blue-

Spring show: kingfi sh offshore, fi rst cobia sighting
fi sh and jacks have been showing up on pier hooks by 
day and some snook at night. 

Dave Sork at the Anna Maria City Pier said fi sh-
ers there are fi nding mackeral in the daytime, sheep-
shead in mornings mainly, snook at night.

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters says “Fishing is on fi re offshore of Anna 
Maria Island.” His charters are catching lots of big 
kingfi sh up to 45 pounds, big gag and red grouper, man-
grove, yellowtail and lane snapper, triggerfi sh, porgys 
and amberjacks.
 “Everyone wants to know where the kings are,” 
says Capt. Larry, and “they’re behind my boat and in my 
party coolers.” The kings have been working in about 
40 feet of water and big blue runners are the “hot bait.” 
He adds that grouper and snapper action also has gone 
wild with best results out past the 90-foot depths.

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina says that by the end of last week 
the weather fi nally settled, little wind, 80-degree days, 
good fi shing! It started out a bit rough and cold, but sur-
prisingly produced some quality results. Warren Larsen 
and Jeff Romali of Portage, Ind., braved cold tempera-
tures and howling winds to boat a good catch of snook to 
29 inches, reds to 20 inches, speckled trout and fl ounder. 
Live shrimp and artifi cials both worked well. A root beer 
colored gold-glitter DOA Terror Eyes produced excep-
tionally well. At the end of the week, Casey Cox and 
sons Skyler and Andrew from Palo Alto, Calif., joined 
me on an idylic day in the Gulf of Mexico, where we 
did quite well with hefty mango snapper, big sheepies, 
grouper, key west grunts and big spanish mackerel. On 
the way back in, we hit a couple of inshore spots where 
young Skyler nailed a nice red and the trio all got some 
good action with trout and ladyfi sh.
 Capt. Zach says a couple of nice days has made 
whitebait a lot easier to get on the deep grass north of 
the Anna Maria Island Bridge. If the benign weather 
continues, and it looks as if it will, fi shing will breaking 
out all over the area, both inshore and offshore.

 He adds, however, that when late cold snaps such 
as we’ve had knock down the water temperatures in 
the nearshore Gulf enough where the big schools of 
bait stay farther offshore, the pelagic run will pass us 
by much farther offshore where the temperatures are 
more stable. Optimistically, however, I think we will 
still get in on some of the action however. 
 Fishing around Anna Maria has been exceptional 
this week for Capt. Mark Howard of Sumotime 
Fishing Charters. After the  weather calmed down 
and the temperature warmed up, “the fi shing turned 
on,” Howard said. “My clients this week caught many 
exceptional speckled trout between 17 and 24 inches. 
Snook have been chewin’ hard with some big keep-
ers to 32 inches. Redfi sh have been active down south 
and shiners are showing up in the Spring time spots. 
Offshore, the kingfi sh are approximately 15 miles out, 
according to a fellow charter captain.”

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House says
there are good snook reports coming in with fi shers 
to his dock and he saw one fi sher with a 34-incher. 
Sheepshead and mangrove snapper are hooking up all 
along the Sunshine Skyway Bridge channel.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, where I fi sh from, fi shers 
are having good luck with trout and lots of keepers from 
Terra Ceia Bay, and the redfi sh catch is working well 
there up tight to the trees.
 On my boat Magic, we’re seeing limit catches of 
redfi sh on almost every charter, while sheepshead are 
tapering off, and we had one keeper snook at 28 inches. 
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fi shing guide. Call 
him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing report. Prints and digi-
tal images of your catch are also welcome and may be dropped 
off at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or 
e-mailed to news@islander.org. Please include identifi cation 
for persons in the picture along with information on the catch 
and a name and phone number for more information.

Large 
linesider
Jack Graves, 
age 11, caught 
this snook 
while fi sh-
ing with Capt. 
Tom Chaya on 
March 26.  Jack 
is visiting his 
grandparents, 
the Kings, on 
Longboat Key 
while on spring 
break.
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5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!! Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 

Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder
 Mackerel • Snapper 

Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!
Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!

Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Cortez expects 100 boats 
at small boat festival

With last week’s news 
of a fatal interaction 
between a woman in 

the keys and a sea ray, 
Islander Billie Mar-

tini was reminded of a 
photo in her album of 

what she recalls was a 
leopard ray, knocked 

dead when it leapt from 
the water and hit the 
motor on Ted Lang’s 

18-foot skiff. 
Circa 1941-43.

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 A festival with probably 100 boats, most of them 
built lovingly by hand, will be in Cortez Saturday, April 
19.
 All of the craft at the Great Third Florida Gulf 
Coast Small Craft Festival will be “human- or wind-
powered” except possibly one or two outcasts, said the 
show’s director, Roger Allen, founder of the Florida 
Maritime Museum’s program that restores or replicates 
traditional boats. 
 It will be on the Cortez waterfront at the southwest 
corner of the FISH Preserve, the big nature preserve of 
the Cortez-based Florida Institute for Saltwater Heri-
tage. Also deeply involved is co-host John Banyas, 
whose Cortez Bait and Seafood Co. and Taylor Boat-
works are next door. It’s all at the bayfront end of 119th 
Street, two blocks from the museum. 
 Every boat is a labor of love, said Allen, most “built 
from the keel up by devoted amateurs who have been 
thinking about their favorite boat since they were kids.” 
That involves rowboats, sailboats, canoes, kayaks and 
some large rowing gigs, precursor of the modern racing 
shell, up to 28 feet long of traditional design. 
 Floating docks are being brought in to augment 
those already in place, which are usually home to 
mostly commercial crab and fi shing boats. 
 There will be races, especially a Way Out Island 
Regatta, a giggle at the Out Island Races in the Baha-
mas. The Cortez version will be between traditional 
Bahamas dinghies, the boat of choice of fi shermen 
from the Bahamas and Cuba who helped settle the Gulf 
Coast. 
 Other big races will be for the Mullet Cup, named 
for the fi sh that made and maintained Cortez for a hun-
dred years. The races will be for sailboats, classes based 
on what boats show up, said Allen, some of them with 
archaic rigs seldom seen nowadays. 
 Rowing races are planned, too, and paddling 
races.
 All will be along the Cortez waterfront on Anna 
Maria Sound, off the U.S. Coast Guard station just 
south of the Cortez Bridge. 
 Saturday evening will see a banquet with a famed 
maritime guest speaker and many awards handed out. 
 Speaker will be Charles Morgan, naval architect 
who has designed America’s Cup boats and sailed them, 
plus a full range of recreational sailboats. A native of St. 
Petersburg, he is credited with developing recreational 

sailing with his “affordable yachts.” 
 There will be awards for owner-built traditional 
boats: 
 • The Lee Hicock award named for the famed Man-
atee County boatbuilder from 1900 to the 1950s, the 
award for traditional design and construction. 
 • George Luzier award, for the master builder still 
at work in Sarasota, for traditional design and contem-
porary construction. 
 • Jim Alderman award, for the pillar of the maritime 
community whose family operates the Snead Island 
Boatworks, the award for contemporary boats. 
 • Chips Shore award for boat restoration, named for 
the Manatee County Clerk of the Circuit Court under 
whose large umbrella falls responsibility for all things 
historic in the county, including the Florida Maritime 
Museum and other Cortez matters historic; the village 
itself is designated an historic place. 
 • Mac McArthy award for paddling craft, named 
for the master builder and teacher and former owner of 
the Feather Lake Canoe Co. in Sarasota. 
 Three special categories will be noted: Favorite 
boat, experimental craft, and fi rst launching for a boat 
to be christened at the show. 
 Offi cial sponsor and organizer of the Great Flor-
ida Gulf Coast Small Craft Festival is the Florida Gulf 
Coast Small Craft Association, whose president, Paul 
Thomas, lives in Bradenton. 
 Registration for participants — those who bring 
and use boats in the show — is $35 for Florida Gulf 
Coast Traditional Small Craft Association members, 
nonmembers pay $50. The fee includes an informal 
dinner Friday night for early arrivals, the awards dinner 
on Saturday evening with guest speaker Morgan, 
coffee and donuts for two mornings and a campsite if 
required. 
 There is a $5 adult admission for spectators with 
children under 12 admitted free.
 For information, call Allen at 941-708-6121 or 
e-mail him at roger.allen@manateeclerk.com, or call 
Bob Pitt at 941-704-2074.

Bailey Haile gets help from Caitlin Anderson to show 
her 32 1/2-inch snook, caught while on spring break 
from Kentucky on Anna Maria Island fi shing with Capt. 
Mark Howard of Sumotime Fishing Charters. 

Same day, different trip for Capt. Mark Howard 
of Sumotime Fishing Charters. Jim Durr and son 
Joey,  visiting on spring break from Ohio, caught this 
nice linesider on the afternoon charter on March 28.

Left, Robert Hicks 
holds a goliath grou-
per he caught and 
released while fi sh-
ing with Capt. Larry 
McGuire of Show Me 
the Fish Charters.
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar-white sand beach. Watch the stunning sunsets. 
See the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,199,000.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS Now available, several 1/2BR units, 
bayfront, pool side and other views. Some updated, phone for 
details. Park-like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On-site 
rentals. Priced $229,000 - $449,000. 941-778-2246.

GRACIOUS LIVING in this waterfront, updated 3BR/3BA condo. 
Loft overlooking greatroom. Soaring ceilings. Separate breakfast 
room. 40-foot dock included. Price reduced Cathy C. Meldahl P.A. 
941-383-5577. #332186. $549,900.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few hundred yards from Gulf. 
Beautiful street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel 
cottage and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#550000. $849,000.

DIRECT GULF FRONT Fabulous views from this 2BR top-fl oor 
unit in well-maintained 10-unit complex in quiet area of Holmes 
Beach. Pool, private beach and weekly rentals OK. Dave Moynihan 
941-778-2246. #566893. $499,500

DIRECT GULFFRONT 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous views. This 
top fl oor end unit is offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals permitted. Dave Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #567192. $599,500.

DIRECT MANATEE RIVERFRONT residence with panoramic views. 
Located on the south shore of the river close to downtown and 
I-75. House on two buildable lots, over 13,500 sf each, 90-foot river 
frontage. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #563551. $745,000.

UPDATED 3BD/2BA ranch home with income potential. Bay 
views and beautiful landscape. Dock for multi-vessels, boat lift, 
room for pool, wood deck. Jennifer Summeralls, 941-322-1661. 
#573568. $699,000.

CAYMAN CAY  Fabulous central island location, 
a short walk to pristine beach. Fully furnished 
2BR/2BA with heated pool, covered parking, 
screened porch, barbecue area and extra 
storage. David Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#571827. $275,000.

OPEN WATER VIEWS 3BR/2BA on quiet cul-
de-sac steps to beach and city pier. 100-feet of 
seawall. Large boat dock, hot tub, new tile and 
kitchen cabinets. Furnished and ready to move 
in. Owner fi nancing with large down. Deborah 
Thrasher, 941-778-2246. #573336. $569,000.

GULF OF MEXICO Right on the most beautiful 
beach. Sunsets from private balcony, studio 
unit, heated pool. Great beach rental: day, 
week, month. Penny Bray, 941-778-2246. 
#572348. $230,000.

CLUB BAMBOO Fabulous, beachfront, 
two-room suite with two baths. Heated 
pool, private sundeck, on-site management. 
Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. 
#572550. $299,500

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA residence on 
deep-water canal with short walk to beach. 
Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, newer 
master suite, large covered porch and 21x17 
workshop. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#572802. $749,000.

STEPS TO BEACH Top-fl oor 1-2BR/1BA unit 
in long-established Gulffront complex with 
two pools, lovely grounds and wide beach. 
Short distance to shopping and restaurants. 
David Moynihan, 941-720-0089. #568913. 
$279,900.

CONTRACT PENDING

Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
anislandplace.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

REDUCED.  1BR/1BA just a block to the beach! Next 
to North Beach Village, with use of their pool! Great 
rental at the beach! $240,000.

Holmes Beach.  
Adorable 
2BR/2BA 
cottage in 
the wrapper! 
Updated 
throughout, 
with new 
ceramic tile, 
extensive 

landscaping, and room for a pool! $498,000

SOLD!!
Direct Gulffront 
2 BR/2BA unit in 
small complex of 
10 units!  Updated 
and furnished in 
bright Florida 
colors!  Heated pool, 
undercover parking, 
generating GREAT 
weekly income at 
www.annamariapara-
dise.com!  $549,000.

La Hacienda!  
Come see this 
Mediterranean 
style master-
piece!  Large 
two bedroom/
two bath 
completely 

updated throughout, with beautiful granite counters and 
kitchen island, bathrooms, double master sinks, turnkey 
furnished, with pool design in place!  $629,000.

REDUCED!!

MOVE RIGHT IN
!!

GULFFRONT!!

Tired of embarrassing 
newsprint smudges?

Get your news online at

Islander.org!

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

New plan 
for fi tness

Kip Lalosh of AMI Fitness in the 
Tidemark Shoppes in Holmes Beach has a 
new plan that will save new patrons $100 
off the cost of a membership.
 The plan is $29 for membership, 
$100 off the regular $129 price. The 
membership drive runs until the end of 
May.
 In addition to the membership drive, 
Kip has been busy upgrading and improv-
ing the club for members.
 He recently introduced more yoga and 
pilates classes, adding a Saturday morning 
class for those activities.
 Additional cardio-resistance machines 
have been installed, along with a number 
of new fl at-screen televisions for workout 
enthusiasts.
 Kip says, hurry by and get in shape.

Sky Sotheby’s 
auctioning homes

Sky Sotheby’s Real Estate will co-
host a real estate auction starting at 11 
a.m., Friday, April 11, at the Longboat 
Key Club, 301 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key.

Terry Hayes of Sky Sotheby’s said 

the auction will encompass about 40 
properties and include a wide selection 
of styles and prices, but the homes are 
primarily upscale properties.
 However, several new condominiums 
that are priced under $500,000 are sched-
uled for auction, in addition to a water-
front property in Costa Rica. The majority 
of homes are in the Sarasota-Bradenton 

area, and one house in Venice will be auc-
tioned.
 Approximately half of the properties 
will have no reserve price, Hayes said, 
and she anticipates buyers with a “lot of 
investment money” will be on hand.
 More information is available at the 
Sky Sotheby’s Web site at www.skysothe-
bys.com.
 For personalized information on the 
auction or to make a reservation, call 
Terry at 941-302-3100.

Save that seawall
 Islanders living along canals who have 
long been paying a small fortune to have 
their seawalls replaced because of just 
a few feet of erosion now have a viable 
alternative to expensive replacement, not 
to mention a considerable savings for their 
pocketbooks.
 Former Manatee County staff member 
Brian Forbes has started Injectec, a com-
pany that will save eroding or decaying 
seawalls from replacement by injection of 
poly-urethane compound. The process is 
also used on leaking swimming pools and 
underground pipes.
 “A lot of people are unaware of this 
product,” said Brian, “but we used it in 

Kip LaLosh 
of AMI Fit-
ness has a 
new member-
ship plan. 
Islander 
Photo: Rick 
Catlin

PLEASE SEE ISLAND BIZ, PAGE 29
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

30 
YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

BRIGHT AND OPEN 
2BR/2BA condo, heated 
pool. Walk to beach. 
Furnished. $299,000.

OFFICE AND APT. 
3,000 SF. Holmes Beach. 
$550,000. 

BAYFRONT 4BR/3BA, 
dock ,  f abu lous  v i ew. 
$1,595,000.

TWO TOWNHOUSES, 
2BR/1.5BA each. 200-ft. 
to beach. $620,000.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA 
plus apt. $995,000.

DUPLEX  3BR/2.5BA,  
across from bay. Great price. 
$425,000.

CENTER OF ISLAND. 
2 B R / 1 B A ,  g a r a g e . 
$189,000.

KEY ROYALE CANAL. 
New. 4BR/5BA. Fabulous. 
$1,999.000. 

GULFFRONT MOTEL/
APT.  6 un i t s ,  poo l , 
$2,999,000.

SPACIOUS 4BR/3BA, near 
beach. 1 year old. 2524 sq.ft. 
$699,000.

CANALFRONT DUPLEX. 
3BR/2BA and 2BR/1BA. 
Needs TLC or better. Boat 
davits and room for four boats. 
$450,000.

Call
778-7978

www.islander.org

Reach more 
than 20,000 

people weekly 
with your ad 
–for as little 

as $12

Portraits by 
the Sea

Anyone can take 
a picture. 

A professional 
creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

j
Just 

visiting
paradise?

REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 
or e-mail 
piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna 
Maria Island. $299,000.

PERICO BAY CLUBKEY ROYALE
I m m a c u l a t e ,  u p d a t e d 
3BR/3BA home on deep water 
canal. New dock with 5000 
lb. boat lift.  Heated pool. 
Storm shutters. New roof, 
plumbing, electric, windows, 
d o o r s  a n d  a p p l i a n c e s . 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  
$850,000.

 ITEMS FOR SALE

CENTURY FURNITURE FOUR-poster bed. Also 
century furniture granite-top chest. 2-years old, 
medium fi nish, solid wood. $1,200. 941-387-3624.

FULL-SIZE MATTRESS, boxspring and frame, 
$40. GE refridgerator, 15-cubic feet, $75. 813-778-
9354.

GORHAM CHANTILLY STERLING flatware, six 
placesettings. Extra pieces, serving pieces. $1,500 
or best offer. 941-778-1203.

OCEAN KAYAK 11-foot, paddle, seat. $500, fi rm. 
941-778-5125.

APRIL LIQUIDATION OF “JH” booth at Essence of 
Time. 50 percent off all except jewelry, 20 percent 
off. Offers considered. 5306 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-9396.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

ESTATE SALE: 8 A.M. Friday and Saturday, April 
4-5. Some antiques, contents of Bayou condo 4D. 
Park on road or in guest spots. 522 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria.

8-11A.M SATURDAY, APRIL 5. Framed art, books, 
GPS, marine radio, lots more. 524 74th St., Holmes 
Beach.

STEFF’S STUFF, ANTIQUES and treasures, Jew-
elry, vintage clothing, crystal, china and more. 
6828 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. 941-383-
1901.

LONGBOAT MARKET MONTHLY Art and Antique 
Sale: 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, April 5-6. 
Art, collectibles, antiques, gorgeous orchids, wine 
tasting. Space still available for vendors. Call 941-
383-3180. Whitney Beach Plaza, Longboat Key.

HUGE GARAGE/YARD sale 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Sunday, 
April 6. Adirondack chairs and rockers, $40-$60. 
Tables, pictures, hand bags and shoulder bags. 100s 
of miscellaneous items! 308 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 

ESTATE SALE: 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Thursday, April 3. 
Beautifully furnished. 100 N. Adams Drive, St. 
Armands Circle, Sarasota. Sales by Julie McClure, 
details and pictures at www.appraisals4u.biz.

ESTATE SALE: 9 a.m.- 2 p.m., Friday, April 4. House 
full of antiques. 616 Roundtree Drive, Longboat Key. 
Sales by Julie McClure, details and pictures at www.
appraisals4u.biz.

ESTATE SALE: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, April 5. 
Antiques, wicker sofa, love seat, table, primitive 
hutch, marble-top dresser and tables. Drop-leaf 
table, ice cream set, rocker, steeple clock, dress-
ing table, pottery, fi gurines. Queen bed, trundle bed, 
linens and kitchenware. 110 12th St. N., Bradenton 
Beach. Sales by Julie McClure, details and pictures 
at www.appraisals4u.biz.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: FUSIC CELL phone on Thursday, March 13, 
at Manatee Avenue causeway, dog beach. Please, 
call 863-214-3886.

LOST AND FOUND continued

LOST CAT – white with gray markings. Large reward. 
Holmes Beach area. 941-720-4475.

FOUND: PRIVATEER-STYLE hat. Purple, black 
and white feathers. Black Cavalier hat. Found in 
Anna Maria. Can be picked up at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE STATE OF FLORIDA is investing in the health 
of its citizens by offering free Nicotine Replacement 
Therapies (NRTs) to smokers. Funded as part of 
the Tobacco Free Florida Campaign, NRTs such as 
nicotine patches, gum, and lozenges are available 
by calling the toll-free, statewide smoking cessation 
telephone counseling hotline – 1-877-U-CAN NOW 
or http://www.tobaccofreefl orida.com.

ISLAND MUSICIANS-GUITARIST seeks drummers, 
bassists, pianists, and singers for casual jams. 
David, 941-538-9328.

GULF COAST HOUSE check: retired police offi cer 
will check your home while you are “up north.”. Very 
reasonable rates. “We provide peace of mind.” www.
gulfcoasthousecheck.com, 941-798-9091 or 508-
847-7119.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

BOATS & BOATING

20-FOOT BAY/flats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke 
Yamaha with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-
0065.
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Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244

Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

5309 Gulf  Drive  •  Holmes  Beach
www.gul fbayreal ty.com

Imperial House
G u l f  V i e w 
2BR/2BA condo 
in 55+ community, 
assigned parking, 
pool, gulf to bay 
complex, furnished, 
$324,900

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

BOATS & BOATING Continued

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfish, Laser, 
Zuma, and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

BAYLINER 2655 CIERA weekender fisherman. 
Merccruiser, V8. Only 290 hours, aluminum trailer, 
$14,000. 941-356-1456.

PROFESSIONAL CAPTAIN FOR hire. Top-notch 
fi shing, boating instructor. For info, call Capt. Glenn, 
941-713-5900.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

SECURITY GUARD WANTED. Apply to “Security 
Guard”, Box 17, 6700 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, 
FL 34217.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available. 

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

KIDS4HIRE Continued

RED CROSS CERTIFIED baby/pet sitter. Many 
Island references. Island resident for 13 years. 
Hilary, 941-778-5181.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, 
reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. Rentals our specialty. 941-778-9217. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

METRO DOOR SHOP: fiberglass, steel, wood 
designer inserts, hardware, sales, service, parts 
and repair. 941-758-5828.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

PROFESSIONAL MAID SERVICE. Your work, your 
way! 30 years experience. References. Call Barb, 
941-792-1381.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION baths, exer-
cise, meals, chauffer, clean, etc. 941-748-3247 or 
941-713-7380.

SERVICES Continued

HOUSEWATCHERS OF MANASOTA Inc. A licensed 
and insured corporation. When you leave your Flor-
ida home vacant for the summer, we provide you 
with affordable weekly or monthly inspections. Our 
services offer you peace of mind while keeping your 
home safe in periods of absence. Also providing 
management of annual rental properties. 941-737-
7046 or housewatchers@verizon.net.

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports), 
errands, organization and bill paying, companion-
ship, petsitting, and other personalized assistance. 
My car or yours. Excellent local references. Hourly 
rates. Ellen, 941-896-7902 or emj3@tampabay.
rr.com.

HOME WATCH: WE check services in your home 
while you are away. Yard, mail box, family errands, 
etc. Servicing Anna Maria Island, Perico Island and 
North Longboat Key. Call, 941-794-0210 or 941-
778-5754.

SYLVESTER’S TREE SERVICE “help” ease traffi c, 
call us now for large and small removals, trimming 
and stump grinding before hurricane and bridge 
work begins. Licensed and insured. Don, 941-545-
0160, or Brad, 941-730-0001.

FREE HOUSESITTER/PETSITTER, etc. Retired 
Christian couple available anytime. Excellent local, 
repeat references. 770-832-7319 ewingwt@earth-
link.net.

LITTLE HELPER: COOKING, cleaning, errands, 
shopping, appointments, etc. References, fl exible 
schedule. Call Jeanne, 941-795-4151.

HAUL ANYTHING: RELOCATE cars, equipment, 
anything. Industrial, residential, commercial insured. 
Free estimates, 941-778-5910, leave message.

I CAN HELP! Part-time help from Lori! experi-
ence and skills in consulting-legal assistant-offi ce 
manager-executive/personal assistant-hospitality-
marketing-problem solver-notary services. Call me! 
941.794.5079.

ALL FUR LUV Mobile dog grooming. Our shop on 
wheels comes to you. 15 years experience. Call 
Juli, 941-896-5633.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs 
covered! Print work: logos brochures, brand iden-
tity. Web design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon 
at Smashcat Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-
0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.
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Manatee County and it’s a great way to 
save a lot of money.”
 Brian explained that if a seawall 
or an underground pipe is eroding, he 
will inject the poly-urethane foam into 
the ground adjacent to the erosion. The 
foam will coagulate loose sand into solid 
concrete, thereby stopping the erosion or 
sealing the leak.
 Instead of spending thousands of dol-
lars for a new seawall, digging up a lawn 
to replace a pipe or draining a swimming 
pool, the customer spends considerably 
less using Injectec.
 “I come out to the client’s house and 
inspect the problem. If I know the erosion 
is too far gone to help, I’ll tell the cus-
tomer. In most cases, however, I’m able 
to put a stop to the erosion.”
 And Brian should know about erosion. 
He spent 20 years with Manatee County’s 
stormwater drainage and erosion control 
department.
 “This stuff really works. The county 
has been using it the past 10 years and 
it’s saved them a bunch of money,” he 
said.
 For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, call Brian at 941-526-
9425.

Environmentally 
secure

Chris Whaley has been around Anna 
Maria Island a long time, and knows a bit 
about saving the environment.
 In fact, he’s turned his talents as a 
fi nancial adviser and planner with Wacho-
via Securities toward “green” invest-
ments.
 While he’s able to provide a complete 
range of stocks, bonds, mutual funds and 

Island Biz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

resorts, and her 
pick-up and 
delivery ser-
vice are ideal 
for vacation-
ing families.
 A w a y 
from Home 
Baby Furni-
ture is open 
from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday 
t h r o u g h 

Friday.
 To reach Vicky, call 941-724-0979.

Botox now  
at Aveda

 The Acqua Aveda Salon and Spa in 

Chris Whaley Vicky Bramel

the Tidemark Shoppes complex at 5315 
Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach has always 
offered a unique concept of services for 
hair, nails, facials, skin and massage 
therapy.
 Owner Amy Welch now is “upgrad-
ing” the salon’s uniqueness with the 
addition of botox injections by a licensed 
medical doctor.
 The injections will be available start-
ing Monday, April 7, said Amy.
 For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, call 941-778-8191.

Got a new business going up in Anna 
Maria Island, Cortez or Longboat Key? 
How about a new product or service, an 
anniversary, a new hire, or an award-win-
ning staff member? Call Island Biz at 941-
778-7978, fax your news to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail us at news@islander.org.
.

insurance prod-
ucts to his cli-
ents, he’s focus-
ing on “green” 
companies that 
are involved in 
environmentally 
friendly products 
and services.
 “I have 
c o m p a n i e s 
involved in wind 
energy,  solar 

energy, clean energy and other environ-
mental products. They are using the latest 
technology to be socially responsible and 
I see these as good companies for invest-
ment,” he said.
 Considering he’s always had a love of 
nature and grew up on Anna Maria Island, 
the trend toward “green” investing is a 
natural fi t for Chris.
 For more information or to make an 
appointment, call Chris at 941-747-666.

Baby furniture 
on-the-go

 Islanders and mainlanders don’t have 
to panic when their children announce 
they’re coming south for a vacation and 
bringing along infants and young chil-
dren.
 Vicky Bramel of Away from Home 
Baby Furniture has everything one needs 
to rent for baby’s temporary stay.
 Be it a stroller, bed, car seat, play 
swing or crib, Vicky handles all the fur-
niture needs of a visiting baby.
 “We have a lot of items. I like to think 
we can provide every furniture item one 
needs to keep a baby comfortable,” said 
Vicky with confi dence. And she has free 
pickup and delivery, even on weekends.
 She also rents furniture to moms 
and dads on vacation at local motels and 

Acqua Aveda, 5311 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, welcomes Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce members to a spring break business-card exchange March 26. The spa/
salon hosted the event, Harry’s Continental Kitchens provided the catering and Down-
town Sound provided reggae music. The next business-card exchange will be at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 23, at the Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. For more information, call 941-778-1541. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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LAWN & GARDEN Continued

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

SERVICES Continued

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The Islander.

SERVICES Continued

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
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LANDSCAPING Continued

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residen-
tial and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-
9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

LANDSCAPING Continued

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE LAWN service. Mulch, clean 
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. Cell, 
941-448-3857 or 941-778-0851.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile sup-
plied and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, 
reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-
3077.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
NEW LISTING! Custom designed home 
includes two guest bedrooms and bath plus 
Master bedroom on second level. Beautiful 
craftsmanship and all amenities including 
elevator, spacious garage and central vacuum 
system. Beautifully designed with open 
kitchen, dining area plus lovely deck off living 
area. Only 450 ft. to choice beach!  Asking 
$1,295,000.

Large Gulf Parcel with two cottages. Possibility 
to split into two lots. Choice natural Anna 
Maria beach with 123 ft. direct Gulf location. 
Asking $4,500,000.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Make a Deal! Almost 2500sf 4BR 
2.5BA 3-car garage, fronts lake 

lagoon. Quiet Small West Palmetto 
Neighborhood. Built 2006. 

$299,900.

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2/3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $171,022.

Mariner’s Cove Almost endless 
full bay views, 35' boatslip, 1,904sf 
turnkey. 3BR/2BA Recent Updates! 

$649,900

Sold! Townhome at 227 N. 17th St. $399,000!

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 
2BR/2BA, two-car garage, updated. $199,500.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $310,000.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.
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ANSWERS TO APRIL 2 PUZZLE

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

PAUL’S DEPENDABLE HOME Services Inc. Spe-
cializing in drywall and stucco, new or repairs. Pop-
corn removal, skip-trawl ceilings. Plus much more. 
All jobs welcome. 941-650-7874.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze vacation 
rentals in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished 
units in a Key West-style home on a large corner 
lot. Each unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully 
equipped kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just 
bring your clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.
apalmbreeze.com. 941-730-5126.

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and 
out. Available April 1. Call 813-245-0428.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

RENTALS Continued

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

COUPLE SEEKING 2BR/2BA condominium on 
beach for annual rental. Call 800-453-9646, or 
e-mail stanleyelectric@verizon.net.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH duplex, 2BR/2BA, 
garage, screened lanai. Quiet area. No pets. $950/
month. 941-776-1789.

TEMPORARY OR ANNUAL: 2/BR modern duplex 
with porch. Block to beach. $845/month. 941-807-
5449.

1BR/1BA FURNISHED. 55-plus, no pets. $650/
month. Call 941-387-5343.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA, two blocks to the beach, one 
block to bay. Large kitchen, tile and carpet. $810/
month. 941-922-2473 or 941-928-3880.

LARGE LUXURY WATERFRONT condo with bal-
cony, porch, corian and many upgrades. Includes 
water and cable TV. $985/month. 941-807-5449.

BEAN POINT GROUND fl oor, granite tops, stain-
less-steel appliances. 3BR/2.5BA. Weekly, holiday 
weekends. 201-327-8291.

PERICO BAY CLUB: Villa, turnkey furnished. 
2BR/2BA summer rental $1,500. Palma Sola 
2BR/2BA townhouse, $1,400 with boat dock. Real-
tor, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex 
in Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block 
to beach. $950/month. Pets considered. 941-725-
2549.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES LIC# CBC1253145SINCE 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths • Room Additions

Jack Emory
705-0913

Ted Geeraerts
730-5045

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Alvin, 
an 8-week-old 
male shepard 
mix, very social 
& healthy, $150. 
Call Julie @ 
SunCoast 
Real Estate, 
941-779-0202, 

or learn about more animals @ Manatee 
Humane Society, 941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

 MANGROVE TRIMMING 

DOCK & DREDGE PERMITTING 

SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT

Call 941-722-0901 
1523 8th Ave. W., Suite B Palmetto, FL www.Ecoconsultants.net

D

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Save Your Sea Wall 
with 

INJECTEC 
Our Polyurethane Foam 
• Stabilizes Soil 
• Seals Leaks 
• Stops Gushing Water
• Prevents Erosion 
• Environmentally Friendly 

Insured 

10 Years 
Experience 

 Environment

1
EEEEEEEEx

Call for FREE 
consultation 

941.526.9425

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  

Licensed • Insured • Livery Insured• Airport Permitted
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RENTALS Continued

BRADENTON BEACH ANNUAL, small 1BR/1BA. 
Steps from beach. Washer/dryer. Small pet OK, big 
yard. $600/month. 216 469-2857.

BRADENTON BEACH PRIVATE home summer 
sublet, June and July. Perfect family getaway or 
romantic beach house. $4,000 for two months or 
$2,500 per month. 4BR/2BA, block and half from 
beach, Mexican tile, fenced yard, deck, outdoor 
shower, plants, piano, skylights, full of paintings and 
books. Families welcome. Pet negotiable. Utilities 
included. 941-778-7930 or cell, 941-855-0444. Call 
or email for photos: susansbrown@juno.com.

HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA apartment. First, last 
and security deposit. Includes cable, trash and 
water. $795/month. 949-813-4900.

APRIL 2008 SEASONAL, also October thru Janu-
ary 2009. 2BR/1BA clean, Florida decor, lovely side 
yard, washer/dryer.410 71st St., Bay Palms area. 
941-778-0275.

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTAL with dock. Walk 
to beach, $4,200/month or $1,200/week. Cortez 
cottage $1,900/month or $580/week. No pets, no 
smokers. 941-794-5980. Divefi sh.com.

GULFFRONT CONDO HOLMES Beach. 1-2BR 
totally remodeled. Pool, carport, beautifully fur-
nished. Monthly, seasonal, or annual. $975. 616-
540-4343.

2BR/2BA HOUSE, BLOCK to beach. Furnished 
with washer/dryer. Big lanai, very clean. Available 
immediately until Dec. 31, 2008. References. 941-
778-0192. 

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $310,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

FOR SALE: PINES Trailer Park, unit 67, Midge 
Court. Remodeled 2007. Asking $55,000. 631-258-
7722.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL 3BR/2BA HOUSE in west Bradenton. 
Charm, character and great yard. Seven miles to 
beach. $1,150/month. 941-750-0051.

2BR/2BA ANNUAL Bradenton Beach elevated 
duplex. Garage plus covered parking. Nonsmok-
ing, small pets considered. Close to beach. $950/
month. 480-586-4074.

VACATION RENTAL AVAILABLE now. Sandpiper 
co-op, 55-plus, 2BR/1BA. $1,250/month, available 
weekly also. Call, 941-920-0902.

PEACEFUL LIVING! ANNUAL 2BR/1.5BA Holmes 
Beach. Block from beach. Laundry room. $900/
month. 917-225-1231 or 772-388-0691.

VACATION RENTALS: APRIL thru October. Perico 
Bay Club 2BR/2BA $1,500/month. Palma Sola 
2BR/2BA townhouse, $599/week. Northwest Bra-
denton 3BR/2BA home $599/week. Condo 1BR/1BA 
pool $799/month. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

ANNUALS: LARGE 2BR/2BA Key Royale home 
with garage! $1,400/month plus utilities. 2BR/2BA 
stilt duplex with large storage area and carport, 
$1000/month plus utilities. Nice furnished 2BR/2BA 
Holmes Beach duplex for rent until Jan. 1, 2009! 
$1,000/month plus utilities. Call Sue at An Island 
Place Realty, 941-779-9320.

EXCEPTIONALLY NICE, SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA. Ele-
vated unfurnished apartment with sundeck. Cortez/
Bradenton Beach area. $1,295/month includes utili-
ties, basic cable, garage and use of laundry. 941-
761-2725.

ANNUAL SAN REMO canalfront 2BR/1BA end unit. 
Washer/dryer, furnished with or without boat dock 
and lift. 941-807-3244.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA in Holmes Beach. $895/month, 
washer/dryer hookup, large backyard, pets consid-
ered, Web page, http://goff-club.com/206B. 941-
795-0504.

HOMES BEACH ANNUAL rental, 2BR/2BA, large 
utility room with washer and dryer. First, last and 
security, plus utilities. 941-779-2265.

LARGE STORAGE ROOM for rent 941-761-4040.

ANNUAL RENTAL: HOLMES Beach 2BR/1BA, 
close to shops and transportation, half a block to 
the Gulf. Washer/dryer on premises, $850/month, 
utilities included! Call 941-224-1484 for more info! 

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/1BA near beach. Utility 
room, storage, covered parking. $800/month, plus 
$800 deposit. 941-538-8200. No pets.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers. 

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

¤ Bayside Banquet Hall ¤
Located on beautiful Sarasota Bay

weddings • receptions • events
4628 119th St. W. in Historic Cortez Village

(941) 798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com
¤ Featuring a Tiki Bar and Patio ¤

 
Tree Service 

More than 6 palms – 7th FREE

 Call 376-7894 C Licensed 
and Insured
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE Continued

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA or 1BR/2BA 
plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, workshop, 
carport, patios, shade, fruit trees, fl owers and pri-
vacy. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum roof. 
Handyman special. $659,000. 941-778-9217.

BRADENTON BEACH 2BR/1BA home. 106 23nd 
St., Bradenton Beach. 48 Steps to Gulf. Completely 
remodeled, reduced! Brokers OK. $368,900. 941-
896-5530. 

WATERFRONT ISLAND HOME 3BR/2BA. Pool spa, 
boat dock, $799,000 or best offer. Remodeled and 
furnished. Take over payments with $50,000 down. 
Call owner/agent direct, 941-356-1456. Don’t miss 
this island opportunity.

NORTHWEST BRADENTON ISLAND alternative, 
minutes to beach. No fl ood zone, no association 
fee. 3BR/2BA remodeled home with oversized two-
car garage. Boat parking, fenced yard. $299,000. 
Owner/agent, 941-356-1456.

100 STEPS TO beach. 2BR/1BA open plan. Nicely 
furnished. $249,000 or best offer. Real Estate Mart, 
941-756-1090.

NEAL COMMUNITY 5BR/3BA, 3,000-sf home. 
Many upgrades. $700,000, now $619,000 or best 
offer. Realtor, 941-356-1456.

Beautiful 1BR/1.5BA, 900-sf condo with heated 
pool. 2727 75th St. W., Bradenton. Short sale price 
$82,000! Call Mike Faber with Remax Alliance 941-
504-6345.

FOR SALE , LEASE: Palma Sola Bay 3BR/2.5BA 
1.5 car garage, in-ground pool. Completely remod-
eled. New and updated. Five minutes to beach. Tile 
and hardwood fl oors. See to appreciate. 941-794-
5721.

$5,000 DOWN, 35 PAYMENTS. Remodeled 
2BD/1.5BA mobile home, Royal Gardens. Cortez 
Road, Bradenton. Must sell. 941-792-4350.

REAL ESTATE Continued

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. Start-
ing at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. Call for 
a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, Sandra Lee 
LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

THE POINTE AT Mariners Cove: Waterfront 
3BR/2BA condo with a deep-water dock and huge, 
private garage. Open plan offers private elevator 
entry, fireplace, wet bar, three lanais. Reduced 
$250,000. Call Barbara Jennings, Michael Saun-
ders & Company. 941-773-0180. Open 1-4p.m., 
Sunday, March 9

WATERFRONT ON MANATEE River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR 
per side. 3,500 sf. Block to the beach. $419,900. 
941-807-5449.

SAVE 9,000 NOW! New Chariot Park model homes 
$5,000 off. Your choice 1BR/1BA or 2BR/2BA fur-
nished plus $99 lot rent for two years adds over 
$4,000 more in savings. Winterset rResort, 8515 
US 41 N. Palmetto, FL 34221, 941-722-4884. Ask 
for Vickie Winn, Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. www.
wintersetrvresort.com.

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $499,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

LOWEST PRICES EVER offered in building! Club 
Bamboo South, small effi ciency with balcony over-
looking the Gulf. Nightly rental income. Must sell, 
$299,999. Call Pete, 773-472-7440. 

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

REAL ESTATE Continued

ANNA MARIA ISLAND timeshare weeks for sale 
24 and 25, Resort 66. 1BR poolside condo sleeps 
four. $2,000 each.

TRADE BEAUTIFUL 2-3BR, home in Holmes 
Beach. Move-in condition. Looking to trade for 
Island duplex. Pricing fl exible up or down. Realtors 
welcome! Call 941-778-4415 or 269-420-5160.

LOWEST PRICE CANAL HOME ON ISLAND! Open 
water views, steps to beaches and city piers. 3BR/2BA 
furnished home at end of cul de sac. $569,000. 
Wagner Realty, Deborah Thrasher, 941-518-7738. 
www.fl gulfcoast.net or debmthrash@aol.com.

OPEN HOUSE: 11 a.m-2 p.m., Sunday, April 6. 
Martinique South, top-fl oor with penthouse view. 
$499,000/offer. Two other Gulffront units avail-
able. Paul Mitchell, 941-737-3424, Geeraerts Real 
Estate.

BUILD TO SUITE Waterfront Key Royale home. 
3BR/2BA pool, spa, boat dock and lift. Expandable 
to your specifi cations. Jumbo mortgage money in 
place. Home purchasers, builders or investors, call 
owner, 941-356-1456.

UPDATED 4BR/2BA 1,900-sf home in Village 
Green. $299,000. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

OWN A PIECE OF Paradise Bay. 8x28 mobile home, 
completely updated. All new inside. 10x24 addition 
and driveway. Park amenities include pool, work-
out center. Low monthly maintenance fee. Asking 
$63,000 or best offer. 941-447-9852.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.
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546 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key, FL 34228 

t 941.302.3100

discoverannamaria.com
Each Offi ce is Independentaly Ownerd and Operated.

DiscoverAnnaMaria.com
              and meet...

terry H A Y E S
Personalized Approach to Ensure Maximum Value

941.302.3100 · terry.hayes@skysothebysrealty.com
discoverannamaria.com

244 S. Harbor Dr.
Expansive bay views from all levels of this townhome 
with private roof-top patio, garage, elevator and boat 
slip. Beautifully updated with granite and all fresh paint.

408 S. Bay Blvd.
Expansive bay views from this contemporary home 
with vaulted ceilings and large ground-level bonus 
room. Sliders walk out to bay for swimming and 
amazing views!

Reduced $100,000.

200 S Gulf Drive -SOLD- #2 and #8. 
Six units left! Bank-owned foreclosure! Beachfront 
condos with granite and 10-ft ceilings. Call Terry for 
details. These won’t last at current pricing.

 

3208 Sixth St. -PENDING-
Pending! Palm Isle Village beach cottage Adorable and 
beautifully furnished! Successful rental program offsets cost

 
Call for details on remaining available cottages.

2500 Gulf Drive
NEW! Two Gulffront homes, beautifully furnished and 
fi nished with granite, 10-ft ceilings and hardwood fl oors. 
Amazing gulf views.  Pool and enclosed garage.

Make offer!

12410 Baypointe Terrace
Executive Mediterranean-style 4BR/3BA features pool 
overlooking the bay and extra large boat slip in deep-
water protected harbor. Gated community!

12306 Baypointe Terrace
Desginer touches throughout this 3BR/3.5BA home. 
Sliders open wide to terraced lanai and pool for 
elegant entertaining. Gated community and boat slip 
on deep water.

212 S. Harbor -PENDING- 
New St. Augustine style 3BR/3BA with pool and dock.  
Beautifully fi nished with hardwood fl oors, vaulted 
ceilings and granite.

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

SKY Sotheby’s International Realty Spring Portfolio Auction takes place on April 11. 
Motivated sellers and many properties absolute!  Call Terry Hayes for information on properties 
available in the auction and to fi nd out how to register.

FEATURED PROPERTY

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

ASHEVILLE, N.C., land bargains up to 30 percent 
below appraisal. www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com.

VIRGINIA MOUNTAIN PROPERTY, 15 acres with 
views and creek, $49,900. 30 acres with views and 
three creeks, $84,900. Heavily wooded and over 
3000-elevation. 10 percent down/ez fi nancing. 800-
230-6380, ext.126.

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS Log-cabin shell on two pri-
vate acres near very wide trout stream in the Galax 
area and New River State Park. $139,500. Owner, 
866-789-8535.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NEW ARIZONA LAND rush! 1 or 2.5 “football fi eld”-
sized lots! $0 down. $0 interest. $159-$208/month! 
Money back guarantee! 866-819-2485 or www.sun-
siteslandrush.com.

HOW TO ADVERTISE in the Islander Classifi eds: 
DEADLINE: MONDAY NOON for Wednesday publi-
cation. CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individ-
ual: Minimum $10 for up 20 words. Each additional 
word over 20 words is 50¢. Box: $3. Ads must be 
paid in advance. Classifi ed ads may be submitted 
through our secure Web site: www.islander.org or 
faxed to (941) 778-9392 or delivered/mailed to 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217. We are 
located next to Ooh La La! in the Island Shopping 
Center. More information:(941) 778-7978.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

All real estate advertising herein is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination Familial status includes children 
under age of 18 living with parents or legal custodi-
ans, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate which is in viola-
tion of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination call HUD toll-free at (800) 669-9777, 
for the hearing impaired (0) (800) 543-8294.

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Sandy Pointe
Great 2nd fl oor unit with views of the bay. Turnkey furnished 
and ready to go. Would make a great home or rental. Covered 
parking, heated pool and close to everything. Seller will pay the 
fi rst 3 months condo fees for the buyer! $279,000

G
a
p

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

U n b e l i e v a b l y  p r i c e d 
3BR/2BA condo w/new 
pool.  Many upgrades 
including new tile, carpet, 
hot water heater, stove, 
& refrigerator.  Priced to 
sell and ready to move in.  
$110,000.

Jim     Anderson Realty CompanyJim     Anderson Realty Company
6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.comwww.jimandersonrealty.com

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.comemail: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

Call Gayle Schulz
Broker/Associate
941.812.6489

Immaculate, affordable, 
ready to move in 2BR/2BA 
home with a large lot on a 
quiet street conveniently 
located in Casa Del Sol, 
W. Bradenton w/tropically 
landscaped yard, irrigation 
system, 2-car garage, 

screened porch & new carpeting.  Offered for $219,000.  

Sunset Landings Condo, 
in southern Bradenton 
Beach  with gorgeous 
unobstructed gulf views 
directly across from the 
beach park. 2BR/2.5BA 
townhouse you will want to 
live in! Tastefully turnkey 

furnished.  Small, private complex of only 5 units.   Rarely 
available. Offered for $690,000.  

Please call us to rent and manage 
your annual and vacation properties!
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