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 The U.S. Coast Guard will alter the times when 
the Cortez Bridge will be raised and lowered during 
the 45-day closure period of the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge to ensure traffi c on the Cortez route moves as 
smoothly as possible and that emergency vehicles will 
have 24-hour access to the Island.
 Speaking at the March 17 meeting of the Island 
Transportation Planning Organization, U.S. Coast 
Guard bridge specialist Michael Lieberum said the 
times were arrived at after considerable study of boat 
traffi c between the two bridges and the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation’s study of vehicular traffi c on 
Cortez Road.
 He noted that for the 45-day period, Cortez Road 
and the Cortez Bridge will be the only direct access 
from the mainland to the Island. Emergency personnel 
will have direct access to the bridgetender to halt boat 
traffi c and ensure the bascule stays down in the event 

Bridges coordinated during AMI bridge closure
emergency vehicles need to get on or off the Island. 
Don Cashdollar of the DOT said the department plans 
to alter the timing of the traffic lights at the major 
intersections leading to the Cortez Bridge, specifi cally 
the Cortez Road-75th Street intersection and the 75th 
Street-Manatee Avenue intersection. 
 But even with altering the timing of the lights, 
allowing dual left-turn lanes from Manatee Avenue 
onto 75th Street, and planning the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge closure between Sept. 29 and Nov. 13, one of 
the slowest periods in vehicular traffi c to the Island, 

“there will be delays,” Lieberum said.
 “But we think we can keep traffi c moving,” Cash-
dollar added, noting the DOT will monitor traffi c fl ow 
“on a daily basis and can make changes on the fl y.”
  The DOT also will post a sign on northbound Gulf 
Drive, approaching Manatee Avenue, to advise motor-
ists of the upcoming closure of the AMI bridge. The 
sign will count down the days remaining to give motor-
ists ample warning of the impending closure, he said.
 ITPO members also received an update from the 
DOT’s Chris Piazza on the status of the project devel-
opment and environmental study for a replacement 
bridge for the present AMI Bridge.
 Piazza said the DOT has sent more than 5,500 
notices to Islanders and interested persons asking for 
input on what type of bridge they prefer, be it high rise, 
two lanes, four lanes, or similar to the current bridge. 
Additionally, the DOT will hold a meeting from 4 p.m. 

Bradenton Beach to pay Gallos $38,500
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 At a time when municipalities are tightening fi nan-
cial belts, Bradenton Beach has decided to cut its poten-
tial losses in a civil suit.
 Commissioners last week agreed to pay $38,500 
to former city pier restaurant operators Karen and Jake 
Gallo to settle a lawsuit the Gallos had fi led against the 
city after their two-year contract to operate the city pier 
restaurant was abruptly terminated by the city commis-
sion in September 2004 with one year remaining. 
 The decision came after commissioners received 
the details of a mediated settlement agreement between 
the Gallos and the city.
 Rather than face a lengthy court trial and possibly 
costly attorney’s fees, the commission agreed to the 
mediation settlement.
 According to the terms of the settlement, announced 
at the commission’s March 20 meeting, the city will pay 
the Gallos $38,500 spread out over eight installments.
 Attorney Greg Hootman of the Florida League of 

Cities, who represented the city in the action by the Gallos, 
advised the city to accept the mediated agreement and 
commissioners voted unanimously to take the offer.
 City Commissioner John Chappie, who was the 
mayor when the commission gave the Gallos the boot 
from their contract to operate the pier’s restaurant, said 
the lawsuit could “go on and on” and it made sense to 
“close this thing out.”
 The Gallos fi led the lawsuit in late September 2004, 
claiming the city wrongfully terminated the lease they 
had to operate the restaurant.
 After more than three years of court motions and 
hearings, a trial date had been set for May 19, 2008, but 
last month Judge Ed Nicholas ordered the two sides to 
mediation.
 In the original lawsuit, the Gallos alleged they had 
paid $200,000 for furnishings, equipment, supplies 
and inventory when they started the restaurant in 2003. 
Because of the termination before the end of their two-
year lease, they lost all their equipment, they claimed.

Peaceful Easter
By Jim Hanson and Lisa Neff 

Islander Reporters
 Easter weekend was not celebrated quietly at the 
beach, but it was celebrated peacefully. 
 Crowds gathered on Island beaches to mark the 
arrival of spring and the Easter holiday with typical 
beach activities, in contrast to last year on Coquina 
Beach, where the shooting of three young men scarred 
the holiday celebration and scared Islanders.
 “It was really frightening that something like 
that could happen in such an easy-going place,” said 
Holmes Beach resident Mary Thackery as she walked 
on the beach. “But I don’t think it is representative of 
life here.”
 The shooting allegedly involved rival gang mem-
bers. One man negotiated a plea bargain in the incident 
and was sentenced to house arrest. A second man is 
scheduled to go to trial on attempted murder charges 
later this year.
 The incident prompted a number of changes at 
Coquina, most visibly the reconfi guration of the park-

PLEASE SEE EASTER PEACE, PAGE 3
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PLEASE SEE BB SETTLEMENT, PAGE 3

Future bridge?
The Florida Department of Transportation will seek 
input from Islanders on a future bridge to replace 
the Anna Maria Island Bridge on Manatee Avenue 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 3, at St. 
Bernard Catholic Church in Holmes Beach. 

Islanders — and their guests — gathered at the Manatee Public Beach for an Easter Sunrise service March 23. The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island organized the 
traditional celebration in cooperation with all the Island churches. Participants included the Revs. Harry Parsell from the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, Rose-
mary Backer from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Gary Batey from Roser Memorial Church, Stephen King from Harvey Memorial Church, Dale Lawson from Crosspointe 
Fellowship and Jean-Ronald Joseph from St. Bernard Catholic Church. Islander Photos: Edna Tiemann

A new dawn … Easter morningA new dawn … Easter morning
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to 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 3 at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church in Holmes Beach to get a “census” of what 
Islanders want as a replacement. The DOT will ask 
Islanders to “vote” their preference on “how they want 
a new bridge to look,” he said.
 “We are not going to come out here to say what it’s 
going to be, we want to get the feel of the community 
on what they want to see,” Piazza emphasized.
 That brought a congratulatory response from Anna 
Maria Mayor Fran Barford, noting that the DOT’s effort 
for public input on a new facility was a far cry from its 
position in the 1990s on a new bridge.
 DOT public relations representative Audrey Clarke 
said the next meeting to update progress of the ongoing 
$9.1 million renovation project and the planned closure 
of the AMI Bridge will be June 5 at St. Bernard. She 
invited residents, business people and anyone interested 
to attend the meeting to provide input. 

BRIDGE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 For the most up-to-date information on the project, 
members of the public can go on the Internet to www.
amibridgerehab.com. People without Internet access can 
call 941-792-0369 to obtain project information.

Bridge schedule changes 
announced

 U.S. Coast Guard bridge specialist Michael Lie-
berum told the Island Transportation and Planning 
Organization that as of March 15, the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge had gone to a “single-leaf” opening between 6 
a.m. and 7 p.m. until the bridge closes to vehicular 
traffi c in September for 45 days.
 During the 45-day closure period, a single-leaf of 
the bridge will be raised as needed for boat traffi c at 
the top of the hour except for the following:
 • 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
 • 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
 • 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.

 Between 5 a.m. and 6 a.m. the bridge will open for 
navigation for all vessels.
 The Cortez Bridge will be raised once an hour at 
the bottom of the hour for boat traffi c except during the 
following periods:
 • 5:35 a.m. to 9:25 a.m.
 • 1:35 p.m. to 4:25 p.m.
 • 8 p.m. to 4:25 a.m.
 The bridge will be open for navigation between 
4:25 a.m. and 5:35 a.m.
 All south-bound vessels will be allowed to clear 
the Cortez Bridge before any shutdown period begins 
to ensure no vessel is trapped between the two bridges, 
Lierberum said. The time frames are “adequate” enough 
for even sailboats to clear, he added.
 The bridgetenders for both bridges will coordinate 
when vessels pass through the draw, and the Coast 
Guard station in Cortez will monitor the situation for 
safe passage of all vessels during the 45-day closure of 
the Anna Maria Island Bridge.

Workers for Quinn Construction Co. of Palmetto have been busy on the Anna Maria Island Bridge rehabilitation project recently, installing portable hydraulic equipment to 
raise and lower the span and repairing the northernmost sidewalk. Other crews have been working on the concrete supports for the span. For the most up-to-date informa-
tion on the project, go on the Internet to www.amibridgerehab.com. People without Internet access can call 941-792-0369 to obtain information. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Work crews busy on AMI Bridge…Work crews busy on AMI Bridge…
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
March 27, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
April 1, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
March 27, 5 p.m., planning and zoning commission 
meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
March 27, 7 p.m., planning commission meeting.
April 2, 5 p.m., parks and beautifi cation committee 
meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest
March 27, 6 p.m., West Manatee Fire Rescue District 
commission meeting.
WMFR Station No. 1, 6001 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach, 941-741-3914, www.wmfr.org.

ing lot to create zones that can be opened or closed by 
police. The county commission also passed an anti-
loitering ordinance.
 This year’s Easter weekend began and ended qui-
etly on the beach, according to police.
 Saturday’s mix of drizzle and downpour kept the 
crowds away on the mostly overcast day.
 Sunday also began with rain, breaking a 43-year 
record of dry sunrise services on the Island. An esti-
mated 1,400 people arrived in the dark at Manatee 
Public Beach for the 44th annual nondenominational 
service organized by the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island. 
 Worshipers contributed $4,058.80 in donations to 
be divided among six Island churches, $676.46 each, 
said the club’s Larry Fowler. 
 With the sun’s rise and a parting of the clouds, 
beach-goers turned to play time on the shore from Bean 

 The lease was terminated at the commission’s Sept. 
16, 2004, meeting, just 12 days after storms from a 
passing hurricane tore off the roof of the restaurant, 
court documents claim.
 The lawsuit alleged that this decision was a breach 
of contract. Attorney Don Scarlett, representing the 
Gallos, also alleged in an amended complaint that there 
was a Sunshine Law violation because some commis-
sioners and the mayor discussed the termination while 

EASTER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BB SETTLEMENT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dampened 
celebration
Bob LoPiccolo, member 
of Island Kiwanis and 
a  participant in the 
Easter Sunrise Service, 
holds an umbrella over 
himself and the Rev. 
Gary Batey of Roser 
Memorial Community 
Church as other pastors 
of Island churches also 
await the service to 
begin. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Ralph Bassett  

Point in Anna Maria to Coquina in Bradenton Beach.
 Law enforcement stepped up its presence, concen-
trating on Coquina, where a crowd estimated at 7,000 
— far fewer than last year — gathered on Easter. The 
enforcement team included offi cers with the Bradenton 
Beach Police Department, as well as Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies and the MCSO’s tactical team, 
federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement offi cers 
and members of a statewide anti-gang task force.
 Police reported the arrest of four alleged gang 
members, but no incidents of violence.
 With the crowd smaller than in recent years, beach-
goers joked that they were outnumbered by police offi -
cers, but said they appreciated the protection.
 “I think it’s good,” said Billie Parker of Holmes 
Beach, who spent sunrise to sunset on the beach. “The 
beach should be for beachgoers. There’s no reason to 
hang out in the parking lot with the music blasting. 
That’s spells no good.”

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach will celebrate Founders’ Day on 
April 4 with the naming of the city’s skate park and 
the opening of a new playground.
 Mayor Rich Bohnenberger announced plans to 
hold a Founders’ Day ceremony 
in late February and fi nalized 
details last week.
 “I think it’s important that we 
remember our history and recog-
nize people who have made con-
tributions,” the mayor said.
 A reception will take place 
at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
at 8:30 a.m. An opening cer-
emony will follow at 9 a.m., 
with a recognition of commu-
nity partners, the naming of the 
skate park and a ribbon-cutting 
at the new “tot lot.”
 A ceremony had been 
planned for last fall, but was 
postponed due to vandalism 
that forced a temporary shut 
down of the park and prompted 
the police department to install 
a higher-grade camera surveil-
lance system that can record 
even nighttime activity.
 The mayor also authorized the construction of 
a playground near the skate park, hoping to provide 
additional amenities for younger children, as well 
as draw parents to the recreational area to help keep 
watch on the skate park.
 The park will be named for Pete Lannon, the late 
Holmes Beach Police Department offi cer who served 
as the department’s community liaison, especially at 
Anna Maria Elementary School.
 The Founders’ Day program will provide the oppor-

A sign to the north of Manatee Avenue welcomes visitors to Holmes Beach, which will celebrate 
its incorporation with a ceremony April 4 at city hall. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Holmes Beach Founders’ Day set for April 4

the meeting was recessed.
 The amended motion alleged that during a 12-min-
ute recess at the Sept. 16 meeting, commissioners and 
then-Mayor John Chappie discussed the Gallos and the 
motion to terminate their lease.
 According to Scarlett, a court reporter at the meet-
ing left the recorder on during the recess. Scarlett had 
submitted the tape of the meeting, including the discus-
sion during the recess, as evidence in the case.

tunity to honor others dedicated to the city, said the 
mayor, adding that invitations will go to some people, 
but the general public is encouraged to attend.
 “It is my hope that this event will grow over the 
years and become something everyone will look for-
ward to,” Bohnenberger said. “I could visualize a 

time where we might have to hold Founders’ Day on a 
weekend and have an event on the grounds behind city 
hall. I could see this growing into something much 
bigger than what I have planned for this year.”
 The mayor added that he planned to ask the city 
commission to consider two resolutions — one setting 
a policy for future Founders’ Days and another setting 
a policy for future city employee recognition days.
 The area that is now Holmes Beach was home-
steaded in 1896 by Sam and Annie Cobb, whose 
daughter, Anna Maria, apparently was the fi rst non-
native child born on the Island. Other early “settlers” 

included Capt. John R. Jones, George Emerson Bean 
and Jose Casanas.
 Holmes Beach was not incorporated for another 
fi ve decades, with Halsey T. Tichenor serving as the 
city’s fi rst mayor. Incorporation took place on April 
5, 1950, according to Bohnenberger.

 Two years before the city’s 
incorporation, developer Jack 
Holmes began to create a 600-acre 
community in the center of Anna 
Maria Island. He also built an air-
strip for small planes, which was 
one of the draws for Hollywood 
producers of “On An Island With 
You,” starring Esther Williams and 
Peter Lawford and fi lmed in part on 
the Island.
 By 1950, Holmes had 180 
homes on the market in the area 
that became Holmes Beach and 
locals were predicting rapid devel-
opment. Thus, that same year, Anna 
Maria Elementary School was built 
on Gulf Drive, with Lena Phelps 
serving as the fi rst principal.
 Holmes built the Island’s fi rst 
shopping center in Holmes Beach 
in 1952, providing the public with 
a grocery, drug store, bakery, cloth-

ing store and post offi ce.
 By 1953, the Island Medical Center was built by 
Dr. Edgar Huth and a dentist, Dr. Rex Lee, also set 
up his practice in the building.
 The next year, Holmes built the Yacht Club Res-
taurant, later to become Pete Reynard’s, to cater to 
townies and tourists.
 In 1957, the Anna Maria Island Bridge was built 
on Manatee Avenue, providing a direct link between 
Holmes Beach and the mainland.
 The Island Bank came along in 1960, followed by 
the development of Seaside Gardens on 63rd Street, 
touted as one of the fastest growing communities in 
the state, with homes starting at about $8,950.
 The Key Royale Bridge also was built in the 
early 1960s, resulting in the removal of the mangrove 
swamps of School Key for the development over the 
next decade of the Key Royale housing community 
and golf course.
 Holmes Beach began the 1970s with an airplane 
accident that signaled the end for Holmes’ airfi eld 
and the construction of the Island’s fi rst — and only 
— “high rise” with the development of the six-story 
Martinique condominiums.
 Perhaps the most visual changes to follow the 
construction of the Martinique occurred when federal 
regulations required that new residential structures be 
elevated.
 “That” Bohnenberger said, “changed the appear-
ance of all our Island cities.”
 Looking ahead, Bohnenberger predicted that 
taxes and insurance rates would play a signifi cant 
role for the city and its residents.
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And Now Featuring:And Now Featuring:
• French Dressing Jeanswear• French Dressing Jeanswear
• Cactus Shirts • Focus Casual Wear• Cactus Shirts • Focus Casual Wear
• White Dresses for a  Casual Island wedding• White Dresses for a  Casual Island wedding

Swimsuits Swimsuits and and SeparatesSeparates
for all ages, for all ages, shapes & sizesshapes & sizes

BEACH SHOP

4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
At the Manatee Public BeachAt the Manatee Public Beach
941-778-5442 • Open Daily941-778-5442 • Open Daily

Manatee County’s largest selection of:Manatee County’s largest selection of:
  Collectible Dolls  Collectible Dolls

  Painted Glass Window Art  Painted Glass Window Art
  Native American Turquoise Jewelry   Native American Turquoise Jewelry 
and everything you need for the beach!and everything you need for the beach!

TRAVEL NOW! LLC
          941-779-1839
TravelNow@verizon.net

Cruise Canada, New England 
and the Atlantic Coast

aboard Holland America’s 
brand new 

EURODAM
14 Days - October 1-15,  2008

from $2326 pp 
dbl occ. includes taxes & fuel 

surcharge. Limited availability.

Visit Quebec, Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, Newfoundland, Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Bar 

Harbor, Boston and more.

Reagan bill aims to brake red-light runners
Tracking legislation

To track the red-light running legislation or other 
bills in the Florida Legislature, go to www.fl sen-
ate.gov and www.myfl oridahouse.gov.

One of the Island’s fi ve traffi c lights is at the intersection of Cortez Road and Gulf Drive in Bradenton Beach. 
Later this year, during the 45-day closure of the Anna Maria Island Bridge on Manatee Avenue, much of the traf-
fi c entering and exiting the Island will use this intersection — and the Cortez Bridge. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Red light.
 Green light.
 Kids still required to sit in car seats learn to sneak 
about on a red light when the traffi c cop’s back is turned 
in the playground game Red Light, Green Light.
 Imagine if the traffi c cop in the game had a camera 
trained on the players to help keep watch. The game 
wouldn’t be so easy.
 That’s the concept behind state Rep. Ron Reagan’s 
House Bill 351, which would provide statewide stan-
dards for communities to adopt, implement and enforce 
red-light photo enforcement programs on real roads, not 
in playground games.
 State Sen. Mike Bennett, who represents Anna 
Maria Island, has introduced similar legislation, Senate 
Bill 816, in his chamber.
 Both bills would allow law enforcement to use 
camera images to issue traffi c citations for red-light 
running on state roads.
 Gov. Charlie Crist has said he would sign the red-
light running legislation if it reaches his desk this year.
 The measures also recently received an endorse-
ment from the city of Holmes Beach, where the mayor 
issued a proclamation.
 The proclamation states that automated enforce-
ment systems such as cameras at traffi c signal intersec-
tions are effective in reducing collisions, supported by 
the Florida League of Cities and the Stop Red Light 
Running Coalition of Florida.
 The bills also have the support of Holmes Beach 
Police Chief Jay Romine, who noted that the Florida 
Police Chiefs Association has endorsed both SB 816 
and HB 351.
 “There are a couple of legislators that are looking 
to ‘water down’ the bill as it moves through commit-
tees and I am hopeful that does not turn out to be the 
conclusion,” Romine said last week. “I think the bills 
are well written … and there is no reason to change 
them.”
 The city has four traffic signals — at Manatee 
Avenue and East Bay drive, Manatee Avenue and Gulf 
Drive, Gulf and Marina drives and East Bay and Gulf 
drives. The Island’s fi fth signal is in Bradenton Beach 
at the intersection of Cortez Road and Gulf Drive.

 Romine said red-light running is a problem in 
Holmes Beach and “everywhere else.”
 “As long as some people think their time is more 
valuable than everyone else’s, it will probably continue 
to be,” the chief said.
 He added that HBPD has been aggressive in stop-
ping red-light running, especially at the intersection of 
East Bay Drive and Manatee Avenue.
 “There is probably more tendency for people to violate 
[there] than any of our other locations,” Romine said.
 Programs to test the effectiveness of cameras — 
“photo-enforcement mechanisms” — were run in 
several Florida cities to provide Reagan with data to 
support his bill. One test site was at 53rd Avenue West 
and 34th Street West in Bradenton and two others were 

located in Sarasota County.
 Researchers at the University of Florida also stud-
ied red-light running to determine why people fail to 
stop and recommend solutions.
 The researchers, Scott S. Washburn and Kenneth 
Courage, studied motorists in Gainesville and Daytona 
Beach and concluded, “Although red-light running is 
sometimes the result of driver inattentiveness, it is more 
commonly deliberate.… Most drivers are aware of the 
yellow/red signal and could safely stop if they wanted 
to, they just choose not to.”
 The researchers added, “The best long-term solution 
… appears to be automated enforcement.… When driv-
ers know they will be penalized for their illegal behavior, 
they will be much more likely to abide by the law.”
 Reagan’s bill has been reviewed by several com-
mittees and has had a fi rst reading in the House.
 Bennett’s bill, as of Islander press time, was under 
review in the criminal justice committee.
  Meanwhile, elected officials in Bradenton and 
Manatee County have already backed ordinances to 
provide unmanned cameras at intersections and levy 
$125 fi nes.

Island projects win SBEP grants
 In its awarding of 2008 grants, the Sarasota Bay 
Estuary Program recognized several Island projects.
 The SBEP, one of 28 estuary programs in the coun-
try, announced the Bay-Friendly Projects grant awards 
March 17. The money supports bay education, bay res-
toration and bay-friendly landscaping, as well as fund-
ing programs to improve the overall quality of Sarasota 
Bay.
 Sixteen entities applied for grant money.
 Recipients include the city of Anna Maria’s Envi-
ronmental Enhancement Committee for educational 
signs at city hall’s habitat restoration garden. Signs 
also will be placed in the habitat restoration gardens 
at the Anna Maria Island Historical Society on Pine 
Avenue.

 Bradenton Beach’s WAVES Committee secured a 
grant for its pet waste pollution education and preven-
tion campaign.
 SBEP also awarded grants to Mote Marine Labo-
ratory for its partnership in a YMCA after-school pro-
gram, the Village at Beekman place for planting native 
aquatic plants; Riggs Landing Condominium Associa-
tion for removing St. Augustine Grass and replacing it 
with Florida-friendly landscaping; Windward Bay Con-
dominium Association on Longboat Key for removing 
St. Augustine grass; the Pelican Cove Condominium 
Association for planting native wetland and upland 
plants and the Palma Sola Scenic Highway Commit-
tee for painting a mural depicting the history of the bay 
area.

Commission to resume 
comp plan changes

 The Holmes Beach Planning Commission will con-
tinue its work on comprehensive plan amendments this 
week, focusing on public school issues.
 The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 27, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.
 Planning commissioners began meeting in late 2007 
to review proposed updates to the city’s comprehensive 
plan, which will then be sent to the city commission.
 The board already has reviewed affordable housing 
and transportation issues.
 The subjects for Thursday night include public 
school, intergovernmental coordination and capital 
improvement elements of the comp plan.
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The Island Experts Since 1972

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center 

778-9622

E Co Consultants is a full-service environmental 
consulting fi rm with a strong commitment to provide 
clients with the highest quality environmental advice 
and related services available.  

Consulting • Mangrove Trimming • Nuisance Exotic 
Vegetation Removal • Dock and Dredge Permitting 

Shoreline Stabilization 

Certifi ed Arborists 
Licensed and Insured

 

Mangrove Trimming

5311 gulf drive • holmes beach
in the Tidemark Shoppes

941.778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

island renewalisland renewal
massage•skin•nails•hairmassage•skin•nails•hair

11 gulf drive • holmes beach
in the Tidemark Shoppes

941.778.5400
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Bradenton Beach offi cials, 
staff adjust after audit

Trial date set in 
code enforcement 

dispute
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A Nov. 17 trial date has been set in the dispute 
between the city of Holmes Beach and property owners 
facing a $28,000 code enforcement fi ne.
 The trial is scheduled to take place at the Manatee 
County Courthouse in Bradenton.
 The case involves a lien fi led by the city against a 
duplex at 3707 Gulf Drive, and property owners Diane 
and William Sorg, who sued the city over the code 
enforcement action.
 The city moved to foreclose on the property last 
fall because the Sorgs owed about $28,000 in fi nes 
associated with a code enforcement ruling dating back 
to August 2003, when city offi cials expressed concern 
about a missing railing on a second-fl oor balcony on 
the building. Further review of the property had found 
that there was no rental license on fi le with the city, and 
later, the city raised concerns about repairs made to the 
property without a permit.
 By the summer of 2004, the matter was before the 
city code enforcement board, which eventually made 
four fi ndings of fact: Repairs at the duplex were made 
without a properly issued building permit; without a 
permit there was no inspection to insure proper repair; 
the Sorgs had repeatedly been told they needed a permit; 
and “the city must maintain respect for its permitting 
system among all property owners.”
 The code enforcement board levied a fi ne — $30 
a day “for every day the violation continues on the 
property.”
 After learning that the $30-a-day fi ne associated 
with the property had accumulated through May 2007 
to a $28,000 debt, city commissioners instructed their 
attorney to begin foreclose proceedings.
 A complaint for foreclosure of lien was stamped 
Nov. 21, 2007, at the Manatee County Courthouse in 
Bradenton. The Sorgs soon fi led a complaint against 
the city challenging the fi ne and the lien against their 
property.
 The city’s answer, fi led Jan. 14 at the courthouse, 
states, “Plaintiffs are stopped to bring this action on the 
grounds that any appeal of an order imposing fi ne or 
other such administrative action by defendant must be 
brought within 30 days.”
 The order imposing the fi ne was dated Oct. 22, 
2004.
 Most recently, the court set the two-day trial date in 
the Sorgs’ complaint, indicating that a jury would hear 
the case.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Bradenton Beach offi cials are adjusting proce-
dures in response to recommendations in the city’s 
audit report for fi scal 2007.
 The report, prepared by Christopher, Smith, 
Leonard, Bristow & Stanell of Bradenton, was com-
pleted Feb. 22 and discussed at city hall March 18. 
The report covered an audit for fi scal year 2007, 
which began Oct. 1, 2006, and ended Sept. 30, 
2007.
 A management letter details the accounting 
firm’s recommendations “to improve financial 
management, accounting procedures and internal 
controls.”
 Bradenton Beach city clerk Nora Idso stated 
that the city is addressing each of the recommenda-
tions.
 The auditor’s management letter covered four 
general areas for the city — purchasing procedures, 
year-end adjustments, administrative office and 
internal fi nancial statements.
 In regards to purchasing procedures, the letter 
notes that during the reconstruction of the city pier, 
34 change orders were approved that increased the 
cost of the project.
 “Many of these changes were apparently 
approved after verbal authorization had been given 
to the contractor,” the letter states.
 The fi rm recommended that such changes “be 
formally approved before additional procedures are 
performed. We continue to suggest consideration 
be given to changing purchasing policies to refl ect 
current administrative structure of the city.”
 Idso said the city “will begin the process of 
implementing a more stringent, written … policy to 
ensure that all changes to any contract be formally 
approved before verbal authorization is given to any 
contractor.”

 In regards to year-end adjustments, the fi rm said 
city personnel prepared most of the adjustments 
required for year-end audit purposes as encouraged 
by new reporting standards.
 “However,” the fi rm’s letter states, “entries for cer-
tain year-end revenue and expense accruals were not 
prepared. We suggest that the city continue its efforts 
in preparing all required year-end adjustments.”
 Idso said, “As preparing all the year-end entries 
for adjustments required for the year-end audit pur-
poses was new to this offi ce with the 2007 audit, 
there was some confusion and uncertainty regarding 
what was required.”
 She added, “Over time, it will certainly become 
easier and all entries will be prepared as needed.”
 In regards to offi ce administration, the auditor 
suggested cross-training employees, a common rec-
ommendation for small governments, according to 
the fi rm.
 Idso said the administration offi ce will consider 
reorganizing duties and responsibilities “so that 
there can be an ample amount of time devoted to 
the accounting functions.”
 The fi nal recommendation in the letter was for 
the city to work with its software vendors to simplify 
internal fi nancial statements.
 “The city’s fi nancial statements contain many 
unneeded lines which at times can make them dif-
fi cult to interpret,” the auditor said.
 Idso said the city already has contacted its soft-
ware vendor to “being the process of ‘cleaning up’ 
unneeded lines from the fi nancial statements.”
 State law requires audits of local government enti-
ties and the fi ling of audit reports with the Florida 
Auditor General. Auditor general rules also require the 
fi rm to notify the state agency if there are discrepan-
cies between the city’s fi nancial report and the audit 
report. In Bradenton Beach’s case, the reports were in 
agreement.

Gala to benefi t orchestra group
 A fundraiser for the Anna Maria Island Community 
Chorus and Orchestra will take place at 6 p.m. Saturday, 
April 5, at a waterfront home in northwest Bradenton.
 The “Taste of Music Champagne Gala” will include 
champagne and wine, appetizers, a dessert buffet, live 
music performed by members on the pool deck, danc-
ing under the stars and a raffl e for a one-week stay at a 
home in Kauai, Hawaii.

 The suggested donation for the event is $50. 
 “We are very pleased with the response to this fund-
raiser,” said Dantia Gould, who is co-chairing the event 
with husband Barry Gould. “We feel that AMICCO is 
the gem of our island and we are anxious to support 
this fi ne group.”
 For more information, call Dantia Gould at 941-
778-1880 or e-mail dantia@planttender.com.
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SLICK “Our little secret” trashed by trashy people. By Egan

OpinionOurOur

OpinionYourYour

 In the category of “a picture is worth a thousand 
words,” we share with you Joanie Mills’ Saturday 
morning “greetings” at the Manatee Public Beach.
 Trash, trash, and more trash.
 Trash as far as she could see.
 All manner of trash. Styrofoam that endures for 
thousands of years before disintegrating and spells seri-
ous harm and sometimes death to wildlife and marine 
life, a bucket of unopened beer, untold emptied beverage 
cans and other drink containers, food and snack remains, 
a volleyball, men’s shorts — you name it. There it was, 
littering the usually beautiful sands and shore. 
 Maybe the beach you frequent was littered as 
well. 
 With all the talk about the problems associated with 
crowds on the beach on Fourth of July, we now can see 
that we should focus on all holidays. 
 After all, no one wants to party on the interstate 
highways — it’s the beach that attracts folks from far 
and wide every day, but on holidays, look out.
 It’s the beach that bears the brunt of disrespect. 
Cigarette smokers freely discard butts in the sand — 
hey, that kills dolphins, turtles and other Gulf critters.
 It’s the sandy shore where folks leave garbage and 
grocery bags to fl utter into the water — that, too, kills 
sea life.
 Last Easter we were concerned and took action to 
prevent gangs from taking over our “quiet enjoyment” 
on the beaches of Anna Maria Island.
 It’s time now to take up arms against another intruder. 
Careless, thoughtless, inconsiderate, unkind, uncaring, 
tactless, slipshod, sloppy, reckless, spiteful, inattentive, 
rash and littering people should be banned. 
 Maybe when we tell the Florida Department of 
Transportation at next week’s April 3 meeting to solicit 
our opinions as to what sort of structure we’d like to 
replace the Manatee Avenue-Anna Maria Island Bridge, 
we should insist on a toll bridge. 
 Put up the gates. Keep out the trash.
 Wouldn’t it be nice? Sometimes?
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Many thanks
 A heartfelt thank you to the Island Players board 
of directors, “Born Yesterday” director Phyllis Elfen-
bein and the talented cast and crew, event sponsor The 
Islander newspaper, and all the caring people who came 
to the American Cancer Society benefi t preview perfor-
mance last week.
 Together we will fi nd a cure!
 Nancy Ambrose, Holmes Beach

Not in the batter’s box
 Editor’s note: Some who saw the photo of the 
unidentifi ed softball players circa 1970 at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center speculated that the 
batter was Holmes Beach resident Chris Shaw, whose 
father played Major League Baseball. Shaw’s reaction 
follows:
 By 1970 I was married, so this picture is of some-
one much younger. I mean the stands weren’t even 
there when I played softball. The only building was 
the former one-room schoolhouse where we would go 
on Saturday nights to see a movie, drink a coke and eat 
Baby Ruth candy bars. Later, the VanOstenbridges built 
a huge cement slab so we could skate and when they 
put a roof over it we had dances on Saturday with live 
garage bands and music on the big hi-fi  with songs like 
Gene Pitney’s “Town without Pity,” Leslie Gore’s “It’s 
My Party and I’ll Cry If I Want To” and Elvis Presley’s 
“Don’t Be Cruel,” which would play during breaks.
 The windows were just screen with big pieces of 
plywood hinged to over them. A long piece of wood or 
board propped open the plywood. When it rained, we 
ran around and pulled out the prop and it would sound 

like “bam, bam, bam” when the plywood dropped 
against the building. Sometimes it was welcome to 
have the rain and the breeze to cool things off.
 A bunch of us girls did get together and play soft-
ball a few times. But we pretty much had no support 
— any attention to sports back then went to the boys’ 
sports and boys’ teams — no umps, no manager or 
coach for girls. Like sandlot ball. So we played until 
the fi rst team reached 20 or until it got too hot or it was 
time to go home for dinner.
 Think of it, girls calling their own games. Recipe 
for a fi ve-hour game, 21-20.
 Chris Shaw, Holmes Beach

Good Friday, bad SaturdayGood Friday, bad Saturday

Trash …Trash … More trashMore trash
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Date Low High RainfallHigh Rainfall
Feb. 5 54 62 TraceFeb. 5 54 62 Trace
Feb. 6 51 702 0Feb. 6 51 702 0
Feb. 7 54 75 TraceFeb. 7 54 75 Trace
Feb. 8 55 61 0Feb. 8 55 61 0
Feb. 9 52 72 0Feb. 9 52 72 0
Feb. 10 50 71 0Feb. 10 50 71 0
Feb. 11 48 70 .40Feb. 11 48 70 .40
Average Gulf water temperature 62°Average Gulf water temperature 62°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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 • Holmes Beach Mayor Bob VanWagoner agreed 
in federal court to sign a city commission-approved 
permit allowing GTE Mobilnet to construct a cellu-
lar phone tower at Smith Realtors, ending a lawsuit 
the company had fi led against VanWagoner over his 
refusal to sign the original permit.
 • BridgeTender Inn owner Dr. Fred Bartizal has 
claimed that a portion of the boardwalk leading to 
the Bradenton Beach City Pier is on his property and 
he asked the city give him 300 square feet of nearby 
property in exchange.
 • Outgoing Holmes Beach Mayor Bob VanWag-
oner said that, in the future, the Anna Maria Island 
Privateers organization should pay for off-duty 
police to patrol its functions, even though the bill 
for last year’s Privateer fundraisers was waived by 
his administration.

County pursues Neal Preserve grant
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Manatee County hopes to secure a grant for con-
servation work at Neal Preserve, the 119-acre site near 
the east end of the Anna Maria Island Bridge.
 The county acquired the Neal Preserve in 2005.
 Earlier this month, county commissioners autho-
rized the Manatee County Conservation Lands Man-
agement Department to seek a grant for work in the 
preserve, which is not yet open to the public.
 The commission passed a resolution endorsing a 
matching grant application to the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection under the Recreational 
Trails Program for $500,000. The amount would be 
split between the state and the county.
 The county received money from the Florida Com-
munity Trust to put toward the discounted $9 million 
purchase from developer Pat Neal. The trust awarded 
the county $6.4 million.
 As part of the management plan for the area, the 
county committed to providing a recreational trail — a 
quarter-mile, multiuse loop trail with a boardwalk and 
benches — which could be funded with the DEP grant.
 The preserve consists of 103 acres of mangrove 

swamp, and an uplands with hardwood forest and 
coastal scrub, tidal fl ats and a one-acre lake.
 Water surrounds the preserve on three sides – there 
is the Perico Bayou, Palma Sola Bay and the Intra-
coastal Waterway. To the north of the preserve lies, 
Manatee Avenue, also known as State Road 64.
 County conservation offi cials hope to remove the 
stock of Brazilian pepper trees and Australian pines in 
the uplands area later this year, possibly in September 
when the nearby AMI bridge is closed for repairs.
 Though the preserve is not open to the general 
public, passersby can glimpse the abundant wildlife in 
the area — and kayakers can get an even better look 
at brown pelicans, herons, roseate spoonbills, egrets, 
osprey and an occasional eagle.
 Portions of the preserve also can be linked to the 
Perico Island archeological site. A large shell midden 
once extended from the site of the preserve north along 
Sarasota Bay, with a burial mound and cemetery located 
in the preserve.
 Over time, the acreage became farmland, mostly 
for row crops. Now, according to county conservation 
offi cials, the preserve is destined to become a site on 
the Perico-DeSoto Trail, which also includes Leffi s Key 
in Bradenton Beach, Perico Preserve on Perico Island, 
Robinson Preserve and the Geraldson’s Community 
Farm in west Bradenton and Riverview Point Park near 
DeSoto National Monument.
 The Southwest Florida Water Management Dis-
trict also has supported the Perico-DeSoto Trail project, 
including work at Neal.
 The county has received cooperative funding from 
the water management district to restore and enhance 
habitat intertidal wetlands and uplands in Neal Pre-
serve, according to Swiftmud’s Robyn Hanke.
 Hanke said the restoration, including the removal of 
non-native plants and replanting native vegetation, will 
benefi t the habitat and provide limited stormwater treat-
ment for waters entering Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay.
 Swiftmud provided about $150,000 in funding for 
designing the project in 2007 and will provide about 
$500,000 in fi scal 2008 for the actual restoration work. 
Permitting work will take up most of next year, putting 
the restoration activity in 2009, Hanke said.

New Digs: A crew with Turner Tree and 
Landscaping digs up palm trees in the 700 block 
of Jacaranda in Anna Maria for transplanting 
in Holmes Beach. Ten palms were destined to be 
destroyed in a construction project at the Anna Maria 
site but the Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation 
Committee secured the trees for various locations in 
the city. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff 
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Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

Located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA • 9809 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria 
(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!

The wedding was beautiful...
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Coquina Beach
Arts & Crafts Festival
to benefi t the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park

10am-5pm
Saturday
April 5

10am-4pm
Sunday
April 6

Coquina Beach
Gulfside

Arts • Crafts • Food 
Music

Live Butterfl ies
Dream Vacation Raffl e

Free Admission
Free Parking
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Jewelry, wood, art, photography,
clothes, metal, sand coasters
and many other unique items

5317 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
in the Tidemark Shoppes

941.778.5446
Membership Special

Enroll for only

$29    
save $100!

• Group Fitness • Circuit Training
• Free Weights • Nutritional Consultations

• Cardio Training • Resistance Training
• Personal Training • Seminars

Bradenton Beach board backs employee dismissal
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Bradenton Beach City Commission recently 
rejected the fi nding of its grievance board and upheld 
the dismissal of a public works employee.
 The commission, meeting March 19 at city hall, 
unanimously voted to uphold the termination of Bud 
Bates.
 Bates, who addressed commissioners before their 
vote, said he had worked full- or part-time for the city 
since May 1996 and he wanted to keep his job.
 “I’ve been out of work and without pay since Jan. 
31,” he said.
 But the commission decided Bates’ actions on Jan. 
17 merited his termination.
 That day, Bates had an accident near the Bradenton 
Beach Historic City Pier. He backed a city truck into 
a parked car, causing slight damage to both public and 
private property. Bates told the vehicle’s owner, Rich-
ard Kenneth Davis, that he would pay for any repairs 
and he asked that Davis not report the incident. Initially 
Davis agreed, but soon decided to contact police.
 Under city policy, Bates was required to report the 
accident, as well as immediately undergo drug testing, 
which didn’t occur until after Davis notifi ed offi cials, 
according to the city record.
 Public works supervisor Tom Woodard responded 
to the incident by dismissing Bates, who had previously 
faced dismissal by Woodard in April 2007 for “inci-
dents involving city vehicles and equipment, failure to 
comply with departmental and city polices, insubordi-
nation, suspension for illegal drug use, continued abuse 
of leave benefi ts, altercations with the public while on 
the job, and wanton or willful neglect in performance 
of assigned duties.”
 In the April 2007 matter, both the grievance board 
and the city commission voted to reinstate Bates. In the 
more recent incident, the committee and the commis-
sion split on the decision.
 The grievance committee determined that Bates 
acted improperly, but that his actions were not egre-
gious enough to warrant termination.
 When the city commission gathered to review the 
committee’s recommendation, the elected officials 
heard from Bates and Richard Groff, an attorney rep-
resenting Woodard and the city.
 “It was a bad judgment call,” Bates said of his han-
dling of the accident.
 “I’m sure I’ll never do anything like this again,” 
he added, asking that he be returned to his job and 
would appreciate any consideration for back pay and 
benefi ts.
 Groff said the grievance committee seemed to focus 
on the accident and the damage to property rather than 
Bates’ request that Davis not report the accident. “They 

completely ignored the coverup,” Groff said.
 Groff asked the commission to “allow Mr. Woo-
dard’s decision to stand.”
 And the commission did.
 “With all due respect to the grievance committee, 
I cannot agree with some of the fi ndings and recom-
mendations,” said Commissioner John Shaughnessy.
 Shaughnessy said he attended the committee hear-
ing, reviewed the evidence, read the committee’s report 
several times and concluded that there were no “extenu-
ating circumstances” in the incident Jan. 17 and that 
Bates’ actions “constitute a ‘Group 3’ fi rst-offense dis-
missal.”
 Shaughnessy said Bates had no authority to “nego-
tiate a settlement involving the city” with Davis, that 
Bates admitted “violating city policy by not reporting 
an accident immediately,” and that Bates “admitted 
being on prescription drugs that impair working with 
machinery and impair [one’s] ability to drive.”
 Shaughnessy said Bates “never informed his supe-

riors of his situation so alternate plans could be imple-
mented, putting the public and city at risk.”
 Mayor Michael Pierce invited comments.
 “There’s nothing else to say,” said Commissioner 
John Chappie.
 Commissioner Janie Robertson said her thoughts 
were similar to Shaughnessy’s.
 “Now it’s time to make a determination,” Pierce 
said.
 Robertson then motioned to uphold the dismissal.
 The vote in favor was unanimous.

Special delivery
Meals on Wheels PLUS volunteer Sandy Paszko 
of Holmes Beach and Holmes Beach Mayor Rich 
Bohnenberger prepare to deliver meals on March 19        
to several Anna Maria Island residents. The mayor 
joined in the delivery as part of the Mayors for Meals 
campaign to promote the volunteer work to provide 
hot dinners to homebound people. For more infor-
mation about the meals service or other Meals on 
Wheels PLUS programs, call 941-747-4655. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

Alleged shooter 
faces foreclosure

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The man accused of shooting Island businessperson 
Sue Normand is facing foreclosure on his property in 
Bradenton.
 Documents fi led at the Manatee County Courthouse 
indicate that the Bank of New York is moving to fore-
close on Koenigs’ residence at River Point of Manatee 
in Bradenton.
 Koenigs was served the notice at the Manatee 
County jail, where he has been held since early Decem-
ber 2007, after his arrest on charges in connection with 
the shooting of Normand at her store, Island Mail & 
More, in Holmes Beach.
 Koenigs also has been sued by Countrywide Home 
Loans Inc. for alleged lack of payment on the mortgage 
loan he took out in October 2005.
 The last payment on the loan from Koenigs was in 
June 2007, according to court documents. He still appar-
ently owes $275,304 plus interest and other costs.
 Meanwhile, a preliminary trial date in the unrelated 
shooting case has been set for early June.
 In that case, Koenigs faces four fi rst-degree felony 
charges and one third-degree felony charge. Authorities 
say he walked into Island Mail & More with a gun in a 
shipping box, removed the weapon and shot Normand 
once in the hip. He was apprehended on the beach, after 
being shot three times by Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce deputies.
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We Watch! 
Condo and Home Visits 

We check :

While You’re Away… 

A/C Function 
Air Filters 
Water Leaks 
Insect Activity 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 

We make sure everything is okay! 
Inspection results emailed

From $30 per month! 
941-524-2073 

Call the Watchful Eye 
5380 Gulf of Mexico Drive #105

Christopher Whaley 
Financial Advisor
101 Riverfront Blvd Suite 700 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
941-747-6666
christopher.whaley@agedwards.com

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Diners hunger for more seats
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Holmes Beach visitors seem to have a hunger — for 
more outdoor dining seats.
 “A restaurant can have a nice ambiance indoors, but 
when you come to a place like this, you can’t beat fresh 
air and sunshine or starlight,” said Trish Goodman of St. 
Louis as she sipped coffee at Cafe on the Beach.
 Goodman was one of more than two dozen diners 
The Islander surveyed on the question, “Does Holmes 
Beach have adequate outdoor dining opportunities?”
 All but two diners said they’d like to see more out-
door dining seats in the city.
 “Right now it is an attempt to accommodate, but it 
isn’t an outdoor cafe atmosphere except at the beach,” 
said Janice Johnson, a resident of Holmes Beach.
 Holmes Beach city offi cials have been discussing 
the same question at commission meetings. They were 
expected to take up the discussion again at a meeting 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 25, at city hall, 5801 
Marina Drive.
 Commissioner David Zaccagnino returned outdoor 
dining to the commission’s menu in February in response 
to a request from the management of Skinny’s Place, 3901 
Gulf Drive.
 Skinny’s Place, located across the street from the 
Manatee Public Beach, has outdoor seating for eight 
diners — but would like more, preferably without having 
to remove indoor seats or preparing a site plan and fi nding 
additional parking.
 Zaccagnino asked commissioners to consider how to 
expand outdoor dining opportunities for the restaurant, 
and other establishments, without compromising safety.
 The city’s outdoor dining ordinance was enacted after 
state lawmakers banned smoking in restaurants. The mea-
sure allowed dining establishments to place eight seats 
outside. The idea was to provide smokers with a spot to 
dine and smoke.
 Restaurants, according to city offi cials, presently 
have the option of increasing their outdoor dining seats 
if they submit a revised site plan showing compliance 
with code and parking requirements.
 But commissioners are discussing whether to increase 
allowed outside seating without requiring a decrease of 
seats inside. They also are discussing how closely seating 
outdoors should be tied to parking availability.
 “We can change the number,” Zaccagnino said. “The 
magic ‘eight’ doesn’t coincide with anything.”
 City attorney Patricia Petruff said when the commis-
sion decided to allot eight outdoor seats there was a sense 
that the number wouldn’t “do any damage” in terms of 

parking.
 Mayor Rich Bohnenberger added, “It was determined 
not to have a negative impact.”
 But Zaccagnino has suggested that with an increase 
in ridership on the Island’s no-fare trolley and pedestrian 
traffi c, many diners don’t drive to restaurants. The com-
missioner noted that when the city passed the ordinance 
allowing eight outdoor seats per restaurant, the trolley 
service didn’t exist.
 Nine of the 24 diners The Islander surveyed last week 
said they walked or trolleyed to their dining destination, 
six others said they sometimes use the trolley, depending 
on their schedules.
 “The trolley isn’t convenient if you’re in a hurry or 
just missed the bus,” said Sam Yates of Waukesha, Wis., 
as he ate a cheeseburger at Skinny’s last Wednesday. 
“And you go at dinner hour and you might not get on, 
it’s so crowded.”
 Asked about available outside seating, Yates said, 
“More seating would be good. I can sit inside a restaurant 
at home.”
 His son, Peter, 8, added, “It’s more fun outside.”
 In a recent memo to the city commission, attor-
ney Edward J. Conrad, who is with the city’s law fi rm 
of Dye, Deitrich, Petruff and St. Paul, discussed sev-
eral municipal codes he reviewed related to outdoor 
dining.
 “From my research, I found that several cities use 
one-year and two-year permits for outdoor dining,” he 
wrote. “The businesses apply for outdoor dining per-
mits and renew them before they expire. Each time they 
apply for a permit, they submit site plans and other nar-
ratives regarding the provision of outdoor seating.”
 Conrad went on to state that the “permit system 
allows the local government to monitor the businesses 
to ensure that their outside seating does not become a 
nuisance or violate the city code.”
 Naples, the attorney said, does not set a limit on the 
number of outdoor seats allowed per restaurant, but rather 
requires businesses to meet a list of standards, includ-
ing parking. The Naples provision requires three parking 
spaces for every 1,000 feet of outdoor dining area, with 
an exemption for outdoor areas under 100 square feet.
 “The Naples code provides for petitions for exemp-
tions to the parking requirements under other sections of 
their code,” Conrad said.
 Conrad also reviewed Sanibel’s code, which limits 
the maximum number of outdoor seats to 15 percent of 
the total permitted indoor seats, or 16 seats, whichever 
is greater. “The code puts an absolute maximum at 32 
seats,” he added.

Byrne accused of 
fraudulent transfer

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 U.S. Federal Bankruptcy Court trustee Angela 
Welch Esposito recently fi led 24 motions of fraudulent 
transfer in the involuntary bankruptcy of former GSR 
Development LLC principal Robert Byrne.
 Esposito, assisted by attorney Steve Berman, fi led 
the motions against the Robert T. Byrne revocable 
trust agreement and the Arlene A. Byrne revocable 
trust agreement. Arlene Byrne is the ex-wife of Robert 
Byrne. The couple divorced in 2006 and the trusts are 
allegedly part of their divorce settlement.
 Esposito fi led the motions against six people and 
24 LLCs formed by the Byrnes in the trusts, includ-
ing the “American Liberty for Cosmic Property LLC.” 
Esposito alleges that as much as $7 million was fraudu-
lently transferred through the trusts.
 Byrne was forced into involuntary bankruptcy by 
Island businessman Kent Davis, Island residents Mel 
and Carol Yudofsky and former Island resident Patricia 
Hart after he failed to repay their investments in his 
now bankrupt company, GSR Development LLC. 
 The creditors mentioned were able to force Byrne 
into bankruptcy because he issued a personal guar-
antee for their investments and presented a personal 
net worth statement of $42 million at the time of his 
guarantee, then failed to pay when the investments 
became due.
 GSR itself is in the fi nal throes of bankruptcy and 
no unsecured creditor except for Cynthia Graeff has 
ever been paid in that case. Graeff had a claim for 
$25,000 against Byrne that was eventually settled.
 An estimated $7 million in unsecured claims is 
involved in the GSR bankruptcy.
  Esposito also reported to federal bankruptcy Judge 
K. Rodney May, who is also overseeing the GSR bank-
ruptcy, that the initial creditors meeting in the Byrne 
bankruptcy has concluded. Representatives from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce attended the creditors meet-
ing, but made no comment.
  The court set June 16, 2008, as the fi nal date for 
proof of claims to be submitted to the court.
 Robert Byrne, formerly of Holmes Beach, lists a 
Chicago address with the bankruptcy court.
 Byrne’s former GSR partner, Steve Noriega, is not 
part of the involuntary bankruptcy, but is still part of the 
GSR bankruptcy case. He has given a Tampa address 
to the bankruptcy court.

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616
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Island Yoga Space
9805 Gulf Drive (2nd fl oor above Ginny's)

Anna Maria, FL
941-778-3149

www.islandyogaspace.com

Island Yoga Space presents

Learn To Meditate!Learn To Meditate!
   Manage Stress
   Create Inner Peace
   Lower Blood Pressure
   Enhance your Sleep

Tuesdays 5-6pm    Thursdays 6-7pmTuesdays 5-6pm    Thursdays 6-7pm
MOVE, MEDITATE AND MANIFEST

Taught by Joan Dickinson, ED.D.
Chopra Center for Well-Being Vedic Master

Spice Rack

7445 Manatee Ave. W. 
(in the  Albertson’s plaza) 
(941) 792-6200

Specializing in Indian foods, 
spices and ready-to-eat foods.

We carry a large 
variety of British 

and Thai foods!

www.spicerackstores.com

Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Just in:
Mixon Farms 
Citrus & Juice

HUGE 
TREE SALE

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming

Raw/Frozen 
Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
Gift Items

Art league seeks landscapes
 The Anna Maria Island Art League will accept sub-
missions for “Landscapes of the Island” next week.
 The exhibit will open with a reception at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 11, at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 Holmes 
Blvd., Holmes Beach.
 Art work for the exhibit, an all-media juried show, 
can be submitted from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, April 
8, and Wednesday, April 9.
 An artist may submit up to three entries. The fee is 
$10 for members and $15 for nonmembers.
 For more information, call 941-778-2099.

Final concert of 
season planned

 The Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and 
Orchestra will perform its fi nal concert of the season at 
2 p.m. Sunday, March 30, at Crosspointe Fellowship, 
8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 AMICCO, under conductor Alfred Gershfeld, will 
present Schubert’s “Mass in G,” Easter selections from 
Handel’s “Messiah,” overture from Mozart’s “The Mar-
riage of Figaro,” “Concerto for Bassoon” by vonWeber 
and “Concertino for Flute” by Chaminade.
 Two soloists will perform — Nicole Ricardo, a 
senior at Booker High School in Sarasota and Stephanie 
Oldano, who will play the “Concerto for Bassoon.” 
 For more information or tickets, call Donna Misner 
at 941-778-8585.

Episcopal church to 
host concert

 The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation’s fourth 
annual Friends in Music Concert will be at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 29 in the church’s Lowe Hall, 4408 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 This year’s program will feature soprano duets 
by the church’s music director, Carole Cornman, and 
Camille Gifford, who has performed in Carnegie Hall 
and at the Lincoln Center.
 The program includes performances of works by 
composers Mozart, Vivaldi, Bach and Offenbach.
 There will be arias from “Cossi Fan Tutte,” 
“Lakme,” “Marriage of Figaro” and “Tales of Hoff-
man.
  Following the program will be a reception with 
light refreshments. For more information, call 941-778-
1638.

Hollywood to return to 
AMI for movie remake

Church Women to meet
 Church Women United will meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, April 4, at Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 The program will include a discussion with Luz 
Corcuera of the Healthy Start Coalition of Manatee 
County.
 For more information, call Peggy Nash at 941-778-
6483.

By Joe K. Onyou
Islander L.A. Correspondent

 The latest Hollywood buzz is that Barbra Stre-
isand plans to remake MGM’s “On An Island With 
You” and set the fi lm on Anna Maria Island.
 The 1948 fi lm, starring 
champion swimmer Esther 
Williams and Rat Packer-
to-be Peter Lawford, was 
fi lmed in part on AMI.
 Williams portrayed 
Rosalind Reynolds and 
Lawford played Lt. Law-
rence Y. Kingslee in the 
romantic comedy, which 
also featured Ricardo Mon-
talban as Lawford’s rival 
for Williams’ affection and 
Jimmy Durante, Xavier 
Cugat and Cyd Charisse.
 The premise of the early 
film is that a young U.S. 
Navy offi cer is brought to a 
tropical island as a technical 
advisor on a musical featuring a young star of song 
and dance. The Navy man gets smitten with one kiss, 
but the starlet already has a beau, her co-star in the 
musical. To win the gal, the Navy offi cer maroons 
them on a deserted island — and the movie star likes 
being kidnapped.
 Streisand said she intends to direct the remake, 
updating the fi lm with a feminist spirit, but keeping 
the setting and the era. “I’ll stay in the 1940s, but 
don’t forget that was the era of Eleanor Roosevelt 
and Rosie the Riveter,” she said. “The labor move-
ment of that time was already addressing a lot of the 
issues of modern feminism. Hollywood just didn’t 
want to show that side of America.”
 Rumors in Hollywood have several names asso-
ciated with the lead parts — Lindsay Lohan, Pam 
Anderson and Angelina Jolie for the role of Rosalind 
Reynolds; Brad Pitt, Jake Gyllenhaal and Christian 
Bale in the Lawford part.
 Also, The Islander has learned, that this issue 
will be in circulation for April Fool’s Day.
 Ha, ha. The joke’s on you.
 The tradition of celebrating April Fool’s Day 
dates back to the custom of marking the beginning 
and ending of the vernal equinox — the old New 
Year’s Day occurred on March 25 and the equinox 
ended on April 2. That brought a day of festivity on 

April 1.
 In celebration of the holiday, here are the top 
April Fool’s Day pranks according to the Internet 
site www.museumofhoaxes.com:
 1 — The Swiss spaghetti harvest. In 1957, a BBC 

news show announced that thanks 
to a very mild winter and the vir-
tual elimination of the dreaded spa-
ghetti weevil, Swiss farmers were 
enjoying a bumper spaghetti crop. 
It accompanied this announcement 
with footage of Swiss peasants pull-
ing strands of spaghetti from trees. 
Many viewers were taken in.
 2 — Sidd Finch. In its April 
1985 edition, Sports Illustrated 
published a story about a rookie 
pitcher for the Mets named Sidd 
Finch. He could throw a baseball 
at 168 mph with pinpoint accuracy, 
but had never even played the game. 
Instead, he had mastered pitching in 
a Tibetan monastery under the guid-
ance of the “great poet-saint Lama 

Milaraspa.”
 3 — Instant color TV. In 1962 there was one 
TV channel in Sweden and it broadcast in black-
and-white. The station’s technical expert appeared 
on the news to announce that new technology made 
it possible for viewers to convert their existing sets 
to display color. All they had to do was pull a nylon 
stocking over their TV screen. Many tried.
 4 — The Taco Liberty Bell. In 1996, the Taco Bell 
Corporation announced that it had bought the Lib-
erty Bell and was renaming it the Taco Liberty Bell. 
Hundreds of outraged citizens called the National 
Historic Park in Philadelphia to express their anger. 
 5 — San Serriffe. In 1977, The Guardian in 
London published a special seven-page supple-
ment devoted to San Serriffe, a small republic in 
the Indian Ocean consisting of several semi-colon-
shaped islands. The two main islands were named 
Upper Caisse and Lower Caisse and the capital was 
Bodoni. The country’s leader was General Pica. 
Readers fl ooded the newspaper with calls inquiring 
about the holiday spot.
 Happy April 1.
 And please don’t call The Islander to ask when 
and where the fi lming begins.

Editor’s note: Joe K. Onyou is Islander Reporter 
Lisa Neff’s alter-ego.
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$16
$48

*prices subject to change

Sterling $18*
14K Gold $68*

BUDGET
SELF

STORAGE

Come In and See The Difference!
First in Customer Service!

• Open 7 Days 
• No Deposits or 
Set-up Fees 
• Climate and Non-
Climate Controlled Units 
• Security System 
with Video Cameras

WWW.BUDGETSELFSTORAGE.BZ

1/2 OFF 
First Two 

Months of Storage* 
Coupon good at all locations. 

*Based on availability. 

6801 Cortez Rd. W.  
941-761-9304 

5305 Manatee Ave. W. 
941-795-5510

2 Convenient Locations 

hair
skin
massage
nails
makeup

5311 gulf drive
holmes beach

in the Tidemark shops
941.778.5400

www.acquaaveda.com

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 
people weekly with your ad – for as little as $12!

Comedy show to benefi t Holland holiday
Former Islander-Anna Maria Elemenatary student 
Sarah Belle Scott will star in the “Clean Comedy 
Show” at 7 p.m. Friday, March 28, at the Annie 
Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St., Bradenton 
Beach. The event, which also stars Sarah’s mom, 
Debbie, will raise money for Sarah to travel to Hol-
land with the People to People Ambassadors Inter-
national Bowling Team. For more information, call 
mom, Debbie Scott, at 941-773-5473.

Bradenton Beach gets fresh
 Earth Day will arrive early this year in Bradenton 
Beach, where city offi cials and community organizers 
will host an eco expo, native plant sale and farmer’s 
market on March 29.
 The Saturday events will take place on Bridge 
Street and at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive.
 The Eco Expo and plant sale at city hall is now in 
its fourth year, organized by a city committee and fea-
turing exhibitors and vendors promoting conservation, 
wildlife protection, clean air and quality water.
 The expo will feature Bradenton Beach-based 
Wildlife Education and Rehabilitation Inc., Anna Maria 
Island Turtle Watch, child author Matthew Boerner, 
bats, butterfl ies and kites. Visitors will fi nd giveaways 
and a free raffl e.
 The plant sale will be anchored by the Native Plant 
Society and Island landscaper Mike Miller.
 For more information, call 941-778-4619.
 Nearby, on historic Bridge Street, the Bridge Street 
Merchants Association will host its second farmer’s 
market of the season.
 The market will run from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
February market drew about 1,000 people and featured 
food and drink vendors as well as children’s activities 
— plus fresh produce.
 For more information, call Caryn Hodge at 941-
778-8705.

Islander Linscott headlines 
Sarasota jazz concert

 She paints and creates jewelry in her Maine studio, 
but her real forte is in her voice. 
 Part-time Islander Diane Linscott is a jazz singer, 
performing on Anna Maria Island in the winter tourist 
seasons at Ooh La La! Bistro in Holmes Beach. She 
has several self-produced CD recordings to her credit 
and her newest release, “Once Upon a Summertime” 
is available during her shows at the restaurant.
 Soon, though, many will be able to hear her mus-
ings in Sarasota at a concert of “Diane Linscott & 
Friends” at Glenridge Performing Arts Center , 7333 
Scotland Way, in Palmer Ranch. 
 Sarasota’s Dick Hyman calls her “a top-notch 
singer,” and Richard Sudhalter says, “a singer of sub-
lime gifts.”
 Linscott’s “friends” at the show will include tenor 
sax great Harry Allen, Charlie Prawdzik on piano, Mark 
Neuenschwander on bass, Johnny Moore on drums and 
Dave Trefethen on guitar.
 The concert will be at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
3, with tickets $15. Advance purchase is suggested for 
the small venue, and that can be arranged by calling 
Linscott at 941-778-5704, or visiting her shows at Ooh 
La La! on Monday, Wednesday or Friday starting at 6 
p.m. The restaurant is located in the Island Shopping 
Center, 5406 Marina Drive, and can be reached at 941-
778-5320.
 Linscott can also be reached by e-mail at djazzl@
aol.com or visit her Web site at www.dianelinscott.com.

Anna Arellano and Justin Facciolo were married 
Dec. 8, 2007. Following a sunset ceremony on the 
beach in Anna Maria, the wedding party dined and 
danced at the Palma Sola Botanical Gardens. The 
bride is the daughter of George and Josie Arellano of 
Fort Myers and the groom is the son of Sandee Pruett 
of Holmes Beach and Dennis Facciolo of Tampa. The 
couple reside in Honolulu, where Justin is chief mate 
on Norwegian Cruise Line’s Pride of America and 
Anna is employed by Nordstrom.

The hunt is on for Easter eggs at St. Bernard Catholic Church in Holmes Beach Sunday afternoon. There were 
plenty of eggs found and plenty of kids to share the fi ndings. Right, four-year old Destin Gollamudi fi nds a big 
Easter egg and a big smile. Islander Photos: Nancy Ambrose

Easter Bunny bounty for the basketEaster Bunny bounty for the basket
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Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

Furniture & More 

7370 Cortez Rd., Bradenton • Next to Bonefi sh Grill 
941-761-1947 • Giant showroom – close to the Island.
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Painters depict Palma Sola history

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Many palms and other trees have gone into the 
ground along the Palma Sola Causeway the past two 
months, but the legend of “Palma Sola” involves one 
tree.
 The solitary palm — that is the meaning of Palma 
Sola, according to the history collected by the Palma 
Sola Scenic Highway Committee.
 The name “Palma Sola” commemorated a single tall 
palm that dominated the skyline on Snead Island, directly 
across the Manatee River from McNeil Point and the 
Palma Sola community, according to the history.
 So a lone palm was the fi rst item to be painted 
in a new causeway mural depicting the history of the 
area.
 Painters Faith Bradburn Keller and Barbara Elliott 
began work on the mural about three weeks ago. Their 
plan, as approved by the Manatee County Commission 
and in concert with the Palma Sola highway group and 
Keep Manatee Beautiful, involves creating a historical 
mural on the exterior of the rest room on the north side 
of the causeway and a “fl ora-and-fauna” mural on an 
interior rest room wall.
 “The location interested me,” Keller said. “And so 
did the subject concerning the history of Palma Sola 
Bay.”
 Keller brings both an artistic and scientifi c back-

ground to the project. She and Elliott have histories as 
painters, and Keller also worked for Mote Marine, where 
she was involved in science-based graphics projects.
 While the historical mural is not complete, pass-
ersby can see a cool blue-green color scheme on the 
east wall. The depiction of Palma Sola village will bring 
more neutral tones to the work, Keller said.
 Keller and Elliott undertook the project expecting 
some challenges.
 “Defi nitely the salt water is a concern of ours,” 
Keller said. “And the sand. And how the weather inter-
acts with those elements. We have to keep in mind that 
the wind or the rain is going to pick up that salt water 
and sand and toss it in the air, which impacts how long 
the mural lasts.”
 Elliott and Keller considered the elements when 
they selected their paints. And they plan to seal the 
mural when the painting is completed.
 On their work days, the artists encounter people 
who are curious about the project, as well as pleased 
with the improvements to the causeway — the land-
scaping, the work on a new boat ramp, the plans for 
new bus shelters, the removal of exotic trees and the 
mural.
 “You can tell the ones who come by the area fre-
quently because they come up and say how much they 
like the improvements,” Keller said.
 On a recent Wednesday morning, Tracy Goode 

passed the mural on her routine walk. “I think it’s 
great how it is coming together,” said Goode, a Bra-
denton resident. “It was planned for so long, you begin 
to wonder. But I really like the change on the cause-
way.”
 The causeway was built in the 1950s, when the 
Anna Maria Island Bridge was built. The mural’s 
timeline will end at about 1884, with the settlement of 
Palma Sola village.
 An historical marker sponsored by the Manatee 
County Historical Society contains a history of the 
area. The marker stands at 59th Street West and Riv-
erview Boulevard, near Warner’s Bayou. And it reads, 
“In 1868, fi rearms manufacturer James Warner moved 
his family home from Springfi eld, Mass., to Manatee 
County, where he hoped to regain his health. He built 
a home on the shore of the Manatee River about half a 
mile east of this marker. The Warners were among the 
earliest northern families to settle in this area after the 
Civil War. Warner’s Bayou bears their name.”
 The text on the marker continues, “In 1884 a son 
Warburton S. Warner, founded a town, Palma Sola, on a 
portion of the family homestead. He promoted it as ‘the 
youngest and largest town in Florida … made up largely 
of New England people, where no liquor is sold.’”
 Palma Sola’s central section consisted of a saw-
mill and the home of the mill operator. The town also 
boasted a two-story Palma Sola Hotel, a general store, 
a wharf and an ice house.
 Prior to this settlement, the Manasota Indians, fol-
lowed by the Calusa and then the Seminoles, inhabited 
Palma Sola. 
 While the mural will depict old Palma Sola, Keep 
Manatee Beautiful executive director Ingrid McClellan 
said the project may help curb a contemporary problem 
— graffi ti.
 Murals tend to deter rather than encourage graffi ti, 
McClellan said.

Faith Bradburn Keller paints a base layer on the wall of the rest room on the Palma Sola Causeway in prepa-
ration for a mural. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

A mural on the rest room at the Palma Sola Cause-
way takes form.
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Pamaro East: 
5465 University Pkwy. 

941-359-0025
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-5 

Pamaro North: 
7782 N. Tamiami Trail 

941-355-5619
Mon-Sat 10-5

Pamaro South: 
4586 S. Tamiami Trail 

941-923-3299
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5

Pamaro amaro Shophop
Complimentary in-home design consultation.

Is it time to update your condo?

Let the Pamaro shop help you update your look!Let the Pamaro shop help you update your look!

From a headboard to a household…From a headboard to a household…

BEFORE

AFTER

Rx for business parking crunch proposed
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A business owner went to city hall last week with 
a prescription for persistent parking problems in the 
Bradenton Beach’s business district.
 Barbara Rodocker of the Bridgewalk and Sun 
House restaurant secured the city commission’s sup-
port for a quick remedy, but not yet a cure.
 The board OK’d a barrier separating the resort’s 
parking lot from a municipal lot on First Street. But 
commissioners sought Rodocker’s patience on other 
matters, including her request for a two-hour parking 
limit in public spaces.
  Rodocker appeared before commissioners during 
their regular meeting March 20 at city hall, 107 Gulf 
Drive N., and made a number of requests:
 • The installation of four signs on the east side of 
the public lot on First Street indicating a two-hour park-
ing limit from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and no overnight park-
ing.
  • The installation of four more signs on the west 
side of the public lot, also restricting the time limit to 
two hours from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 • The installation of signs on Bridge Street desig-
nating two-hour parking.
 • The April 1 commencement of a ticketing system 
to enforce the proposed parking restrictions.
 • The installation of a short fence between the pri-
vate Bridgewalk parking and the connecting public 
lot.
 The commissioners worked with Rodocker on the 
fence. The parties eventually agreed that perhaps verti-
cal, refl ective delineators might be better than a fence 
because cars could get damaged if they were bumped 
into even a fl imsy fence.
 Rodocker emphasized the need for additional 
action regarding parking. “We can stick our heads in 
the sand,” she said, but the problem remains.
 She said one of the most persistent problems is 
parking spaces in the business district are occupied for 
eight-hour periods by employees. 
 Commissioner Janie Robertson encouraged Rod-
ocker to share her recommendations with the WAVES 

Committee, which has several parking subcommittees, 
including a group dealing with employee parking and 
enforcement. Other groups are working on campaigns to 
promote ridership on the fare-free trolley and signs.
 “These things are being addressed,” Robertson 
said.
 Mayor Michael Pierce asked whether parking 
meters were being considered and Commissioner 
John Shaughnessy responded, “I’m against parking 
meters.”
 In other business, the commission:
 • Authorized drafting a letter to the Manatee County 
Board of Commissioners stating the city’s support for 
allowing dogs on the multi-trail path at Coquina Beach, 
but encouraging health and safety guidelines.
 Pierce cast the dissenting vote, stressing that he 
appreciates dogs, but isn’t convinced people will 
remove dog droppings or keep their pets on a “tight” 
leash.
 • Approved a mediated settlement in which the city 
will pay $38,500 paid over eight installments to Karen 
and Jake Gallo, the owners of the now defunct city pier 
restaurant that operated under the Bradenton Beach Pier 
Cafe Inc. (See separate story this issue.)
 The restaurant was on the pier in 2004, when storms 
damaged the structure. The restaurant owners sued the 
city for breach of contract and the complaint has been 
in the courts since.
 A judge ordered the matter to mediation earlier this 
year.
 Last week, during the commission meeting, attor-
ney Greg Hootman, representing the city, recommended 
commissioners accept the mediated settlement.
 There was no disagreement on the board.
 Vice Mayor John Chappie encouraged his col-
leagues to “close this thing out.” He said a court fi ght 
could “go on and on.”
 • Accepted a proposal from Lynn Townsend Engi-
neering for engineering work regarding canal dredg-
ing between 22nd and 23rd streets north and between 
avenues A and B north. The cost of the work would not 
exceed $1,500.
 • Deferred for additional information a proposal 

from Lynn Townsend Engineering for engineering work 
regarding a swale issue for 27th Street North/Avenue B. 
City offi cials expressed concerns that a recent project 
to improve stormwater drainage in Holmes Beach may 
negatively impact Bradenton Beach.
 • Authorized payment of a $1,400 invoice from the 
Blalock-Walters law fi rm for legal costs in The Islander
vs. Bradenton Beach suit.
 • Approved a banner at the corner of Gulf Drive and 
Cortez Road to promote an Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Chorus and Orchestra concert on March 30.
 • Approved an application for a special event — a 
customer appreciation party — from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
May 3 at the Drift In, 120 Bridge St.
 • Authorized payment of a $4,200 invoice from 
M.T. Causley Inc. for building department services.
 • Authorized payment of two invoices from attorney 
Ralf Brookes for legal work in the amounts of $1,183 
and $1,000.

Party’s party
Anna Maria Island Democratic Club celebrated the 
organization’s 15th anniversary with drinks, food, 
music and speechmaking March 17. Here, Holmes 
Beach resident Stephanie Katz, a staffer with the 
Christine Jennings for U.S. House campaign, talks 
with Adam Tebrugge, Democratic candidate for 
public defender. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

Soprano Duets 
A concert by Carole Cornman and Camille Gifford
Music by Bach, Vivaldi, Mozart, Brahms and more. 

3pm • Saturday • March 29 

Church of the Annunciation 
4408 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach 

778-1638
Suggested donation $12 

Bradenton Beach man 
learns true story of 
father’s WWII death

 Lyn Clarke of Bradenton Beach was just a 3-year-
old toddler in Pontypool, Wales, in December 1943, 
when his mother received a terse telegram from the 
Royal Navy saying that his father, Lyndhurst “Lyn” 
Clarke, was missing at sea and presumed dead. There 
were no other details and none came for 65 years.
 That short telegram and some photographs were the 
only memories and information Lyn had of his father’s 
World War II service and death.
 “My mother was always too distraught to ever talk 
much about my father’s death. At the time, I was too 
young to really know what was going on. I just grew 
up believing his ship had probably struck a mine at sea 
and all hands were lost.”
 There was no memorial battleground, no statue, no 
grave marker to honor his memory and his passing, just 
the telegram and a few old black-and-white photos of 
his dad in uniform.
 While it was never Lyn’s intention to dig up the 
secrets of WWII, he always harbored a hope that there 
might be more, but nothing further ever came from the 
Royal Navy.
 But Lyn’s son, Richard, showed an interest in 
WWII and, about six weeks ago, began researching 
the name “Lyn Clarke” on the Internet. The results were 
fascinating.
 “He called me about a month ago and asked if I 
knew that my dad — his grandfather — had his name 
on a plaque on a statue in a harbor in the Shetland 
Islands. It was the fi rst I had ever heard about it. I was 
stunned.”
 Richard’s Internet research turned up a picture of 
the statue, which is dedicated to seven crew members 
of a Royal Navy MTB (motor torpedo boat) and one 
Norwegian sailor who had all lost their lives on Nov. 
23, 1943, when their ships exploded while moored at 
Lerwick Harbour in the Shetland Islands. The islands 
are a few hundred miles northeast of the northern tip 
of Scotland.
 The plaque had been dedicated in Lerwick Harbour 
on May 17, 2000, by the Scotland-Norwegian Friend-
ship Society, and the bodies of fi ve of the eight sail-
ors who died that day are buried at a nearby cemetery. 
According to the newspaper account, the remains of 
the other three sailors were never recovered.
 “I thought this was very strange,” Lyn Clarke said. 
“Why would someone wait 57 years to put up a plaque, 
and what did Norway have to do with my dad? So, I 
encouraged Richard to do more research. By this time, 
I was very intrigued.”
 Working with reporter James McCarthy of the 
Welsh newspaper Wales on Sunday and the daily 

Lyn Clarke 
Sr., a stoker 
with the 
Royal 
Navy 
in 1943.

Braden-
ton Beach 
resident Lyn 
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newspaper in the Shetland Islands, Richard uncovered 
several stories that had appeared in a Shetland Islands 
newspaper in late November 1943.
 Those brief stories indicated that the MTBs of “Fox 
Flotilla” had been moored in the harbor when they sud-
denly exploded. Naval experts at that time said that 
MTBs often exploded unexpectedly because they used 
high-octane fuel to achieve the extreme speeds needed 
to escape from German ships.
 But an “unexpected explosion” was not the real 
cause of the tragedy.
 Richard discovered a book entitled “Dog Boats 
at War,” written by Len Reynolds after the war about 
operations of the Royal Navy’s torpedo and gun boats 
in WWII, and the book specifi cally mentions the Ler-
wick Harbour incident.
 Two boats were involved, wrote Reynolds, both 
part of the 58th Flotilla of torpedo and gun boats.
 The two MTBs (686 and 626) were moored together 
in Lerwick Harbour on Nov. 22, 1943, preparing for 
a mission and were “loaded with extra fuel in petrol 
cans on the upper deck and the crews were making 
their fi nal checks. Somehow or other, an Oerlikon gun 
(20-mm antiaircraft weapon) was accidentally fi red; the 
petrol cans ignited, and the fi re spread like lightning to 
both boats. There were massive explosions as ammuni-
tion and the main petrol tanks blew up, and both boats 
were destroyed. There was near panic in Lerwick.” The 
disaster left four of the 686 crew dead and one from the 
626, wrote Reynolds, although the memorial plaque in 
Lerwick Harbour indicates eight men died that day.
 But the tale becomes even more intriguing when 
research uncovered what the Royal Navy was doing in 
the Shetlands during the war.
 While patrolling for German battleships such as the 
Scharnhorst and Gniesnau were touted to the public as 
the reason for the MTB presence in the Shetlands, declas-
sifi ed Royal Navy fi les say that the MTB fl eet’s primary 
— and secret — mission was to ferry agents, supplies and 
weapons to the Norwegian resistance — and bring back 
those about to be arrested and shot by the Nazis.
 Norway, just 150 miles east of the Shetlands, was 
occupied by the Nazis in 1940, and the Allies intended 
to keep as many German soldiers as possible tied down 
in that country, soldiers that could not be used against 
the Allied D-Day invasion force in June 1944.
 The Allies and the Special Operations Executive 
headed by Lord Mountbatten generated an intense pro-
paganda campaign aimed at leading the Germans into 

believing that Allied armies commanded by none other 
than Gen. George “blood and guts” Patton planned 
to invade Norway at the same time they landed in 
France.
 The MTB fl eet in the Shetlands used sailors from 
both the RN and Norwegian Navy, and provided the 
right type of fast boats to smuggle in saboteurs and 
resistance fi ghters to spread the word that the Allies 
were coming. In fact, according to the declassified 
documents, the SOE didn’t mind when an entire crew 
of an MTB was captured by the Germans as this lent 
credence to the invasion theory.
  It was all a hoax, but the Germans believed it and 
kept 16 divisions in Norway, about 250,000 soldiers 
that would never fi re a shot against the invading Ameri-
can, British and Canadian forces that missed Norway, 
but landed in France on June 6, 1944.
 The Royal Navy made sure the Germans learned of 
the MTB explosions in November 1943, but because of 
“security,” never bothered to inform Lyn’s mother of 
what had really happened, even after the war ended.
 From the Shetland newspaper accounts, Lyn also 
learned that “other ships in the harbor were ordered to 
fi re on the burning boats and sink them to keep the fi re 
from spreading. My father was a stoker in the engine 
room and would have been below deck when the boat 
exploded. I’m sure he was killed instantly.”
 What’s unclear from the newspaper stories are the 
names of the fi ve sailors buried at Lerwick Cemetery. 
It’s just possible that Lyn Clarke is one of them.
 “We’re not sure,” said Lyn. “We’ll fi nd out when 
we visit the Shetlands in September.”
 Surprisingly enough, Lyn’s father could have sat out 
the war in a comfortable desk job working for the gov-
ernment, but quit in 1942 to start his own business.
 “He knew he would be called for conscription when 
he quit his civil service job, but my mother said he 
didn’t mind,” said Lyn.
 A rugged sportsman who was well known throughout 
Wales for his rugby skills, Lyn Clarke Sr. would not have 
been a man to shirk from his duty, his son said. He could 
have sat out the war in an offi ce, but he chose a path that 
would put him in harm’s way and he paid the ultimate 
price, a fact that Richard’s research confi rmed.
 Richard uncovered Royal Navy records of a naval 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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Acupuncture Can Help! 
• Arthritis • Weight loss

• Back, neck, knee pain
• And much more

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Free consultations, 773- 6134

Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

Island Chiropractic Center
Now 2 locations to serve you! 

5917 Manatee Ave. W. 
Suite 603 

Bradenton 

761-0500 
Grand Opening March 31!

6000 Marina Drive 
Suite 104 

Holmes Beach 

778-0722 
New location – now open! 

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA

Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!
Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship

9:15 am Adult Forum
10:30am – Traditional Worship 

Sunday Church School

Holmes BeH

778-187CELEBRATE WITH US.

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer
Holy Eucharists 

Sundays 7:30, 9 & 11am
Children’s Sunday School 9am
Thursday 9:30am (Healing)

Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 9am

Youth & Children’s Church School: 10am

Irene Roidt
 Irene Roidt, 67, died March 15. She was from 
Liverpool, England, and she was self-employed as a 
painter.
 A funeral Mass was held March 18 at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Covell Funeral Home and Cremation Services was in 
charge of arrangements.
 Memorial contributions can be made to Tidewell 
Hospice, American Cancer Society and St. Bernard 
Catholic Church.
 She is survived by daughters Anita Thorpe and 
Paula Wilks; son Joseph Cameron; sisters Joan Lewis 
and May Simpson, both of Nottingham, England; broth-
ers John and Ronald Simpson; seven grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren.

gunbattle in the English Channel in mid-1943, just a few 
months after Lyn entered the Navy. A squadron of MTBs 
and MGBs (motor gun boat) including Lyn’s, tangled 
with some German E-boats and cruisers and the fi ghting 
was apparently intense, with several RN boats lost.
 Richard also learned that the Scotland-Norwegian 
Friendship Society had erected the statue and plaque to 
honor the sailors from both countries who risked their 
lives on dangerous missions for the Allies to keep the 
spark of resistance burning in Norway during the war. 
The plaque was simply the society’s way of memori-
alizing the sailors’ WWII roles and their deaths, even 
though it took 57 years for the statue to be built. 
  It was only eight sailors in a tiny port on a remote 
island and their mission was just a small part of the 
overall Allied war effort, but the memorial plaque 
means quite a bit to the people of the Shetland Islands 
— and an awful lot to Lyn and Richard Clarke.
 “He did his duty and you can tell it wasn’t pleas-
ant. You can see from a photograph of him in uniform 
and smiling when he fi rst entered the navy, and look at 
a photo six months later of him, grim-faced but deter-
mined. I now believe that in the second picture, he had 
been in plenty of dangerous action and it’s obvious from 
his expression that he knew there was more danger to 
come,” said Lyn.
 For Richard, who only knew of his grandfather 
from the brief Royal Navy telegram about his death — 

a telegram Lyn has kept for 65 years — the discovery of 
the plaque, the way his grandfather died, and his duty 
during the war has been the experience of a lifetime.
 “It is truly humbling to refl ect on how these men 
lived and died in their duty to their country and with the 
ultimate commitment to the greater good, while risk-
ing their own potential, their own relationships, truly 
everything,” Richard said.
 The memorial and fi nally learning how — and why 
— his father died means everything to Lyn Clarke. His 
father is no longer just a picture and a telegram, but has 
a permanent place in the history of WWII.
 Lyn and his wife Sharon and Richard plan to visit 
Lerwick Harbour in the Shetlands this September, hope-
fully to put a fi nal closure on his father’s death and learn 
if his father is buried at the cemetery or was one of the 
sailors whose remains were never recovered.
 But can there be any “closure” when a father or 
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AME plans dedication to Kronus

K-registration, immunization at AME

Students break for spring
 Anna Maria Elementary School students have a 
day off Friday, March 28, while staff participates in dis-
trictwide training and the school will then close through 
Tuesday, April 8, for the school’s spring break.
 For more information, call the school administra-
tive offi ce at 941-708-5525. 

 The Manatee County School Board has approved 
Anna Maria Island Elementary School’s request to 
name its auditorium in honor of James Kronus, the 
school’s former and longest serving principal.
 Kronus served as the Island school’s principal 

for 25 years, retiring during 
the 1998-99 school year, and 
still takes time to volunteer 
for special events. For exam-
ple, Kronus volunteered for 
AME’s Read-Across-Manatee 
in March, taking some of his 
retirement time to read books 
to Karen Newhall’s third-grade 
class. Newhall is one of the 
many teachers Kronus hired 
who still teaches at AME.

 The AME auditorium is the only structure of the 
original school building that remains in use as it did 
when Kronus was principal — housing student perfor-
mances, Parent-Teacher Organization meetings, special 
assemblies and community events. The new school was 
completed and opened in January 2006.
 On April 15 the AME school community will host a 
dedication and celebration to offi cially proclaim — for the 

fi rst naming since it was built in the 1950s — the “James 
P. Kronus Auditorium.” The event will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
featuring entertainment by AME students as well as the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center chorus. 
 Principal Tom Levengood is assisting in the event 
planning along with volunteers. Bonner Joy of The 
Islander and Ooh La La! Bistro is coordinating cuisine 
and refreshments for the event and AME guidance coun-
selor Cindi Harrison is working on additional plans. 
 The school requests that anyone with a memory of 
Kronus at AME, share his or her recollection either as 
a guest speaker at the event or as part of a written col-
lection that is being compiled in advance of the event. 
To do so, contact Harrison at 941-708-5525 or e-mail 
harrisc@fc.manatee.k12.fl .us. Written submissions also 
may be mailed to Harrison’s attention at the school, 
4700 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach Fl 34217.Kronus

Obituaries

Leda Marion Van Wormer
 Leda Marion Van Wormer, 90, of Holmes Beach 
and formerly Orlando and Altamont, N.Y., died March 
21.
 A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 28, at St. Bernard Catholic Church. 
Donations may be made to the church, 248 S. Harbor 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217. 
 She is survived by two sons, David of Orlando and 
Koert of Titusville, Fla.; two granddaughters, Kristina 
Smith of Titusville; and Keri Nightingale of Loveland, 
Colo.; one great-granddaughter, Emily Smith of Titus-
ville; sister Estelle Hawkins of Sarasota, Fla.; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

grandfather dies in the course of duty during WWII, 
and the mystery of his death takes 65 years to uncover? 
Lyn believes there is.
 “After all these years, I have found there is a place 
I can visit. Whether that place be at the harbor or in a 
cemetery, I now feel better about the whole incident,” 
he said.
 Lyn emigrated from Wales to Detroit in 1976 as 
an engineer and met and married Sharon in Michigan. 
They fi rst came to Bradenton Beach in 1996 as visitors 
and the move became permanent in 1998.
 Now retired, Lyn has written several books, includ-
ing “Memoirs of a Welshman,” and “Ramblings of a 
Welshman,” and is working on a third book. Sharon 
Clarke is also a writer.
 Lyn Clarke is the proud son of a member of the 
Greatest Generation, and Richard Clarke is the proud 
grandson of a member of the Greatest Generation.

 Kindergarten registration for the 2008-09 school 
year will take place at Anna Maria Elementary 
School from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
10. 
 The Manatee County Health Department mobile 
immunization van will be at the school during reg-
istration hours to provide free vaccinations for chil-
dren of all ages.
 The following vaccines are mandatory for kin-
dergarten entry:
 • Five doses of DPT, unless the fourth dose was 
given on or after the fourth birthday.
 • Four doses of polio, unless the third dose was 
given on or after the third birthday.
 • A second dose of measles vaccine, preferably 

measles/mumps/rubella, spaced at least one month 
apart, with the fi rst dose given on or after the fi rst 
birthday.
 • Three doses of the hepatitis-B vaccine. 
 • One dose of Varivax, or a documented case 
of the chicken pox.
 To register students for kindergarten, parents 
must provide copies of the child’s birth certifi cate 
with an offi cial seal, Social Security card, immu-
nization record, proof of physical exam within the 
past year and proof of residency. 
 A school nurse will be available to review 
records and answer questions during the day.
 AME is located at 4700 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach. For more information, call 941-708-5525.
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Event notices, photos, etc.
 Your social news and event photos are welcome at The Islander. 
Send announcements, photos and calendar event listings to lisan-
eff@islander.org. 
 Please, include time, date and location of the event, as well as 
a contact name, phone number and e-mail address. The deadline 
for submissions is at least one week prior to the desired Wednesday 
publication date. Remember, the sooner you submit your “news,” 
the sooner The Islander can plan and announce the event.

Islanders, happenings, places to go, things to do

Rainy day sale Artist Diane Labhart shows off her jewelry while friend Pat 
Bernacchi from Wisconsin looks on and Kim, artist Mary and Bob Hamilton 
from St. Pete take a break during the March 22 Artists Guild of Anna Maria 
Island’s Artrageous sidewalk sale at the Island Shopping Center in Holmes 
Beach.The event took place on a rainy morning — postponed from earlier in 
the month due to inclement weather. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Kid’s Parade
Joselin Presswood, age 
10 and a fi fth-grader at 
Anna Maria Elemen-
tary School, left, rides 
with members of the 
“Queen’s Court” in 
the De Soto Children’s 
Parade Saturday, March 
22, in Palmetto. She 
will be participating in 
the De Soto celebration 
throughout April as one 
of 10 assistants to the 
10 selected queen and 
princess candidates. 
Islander Photo: 
Kendra Presswood

Technique  The Island Gallery West 
in Holmes Beach ends its seasonal 
demonstrations with an instruction by Jean 
Ehlis, pictured above, in using transparent 
watercolors. The program takes place from 
10 a.m. to noon Saturday, March 29, at the 
gallery, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
The event is free to the public. For more 
information, call 941-792-1039. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy John Bonser

Perfect game Vera Lawler, center, has been playing cards with a 
group at the Cortez Trailer Park for more than three decades. Recently 
Lawler, center, who at 101 has a lot of experience in fun, played a perfect 
game of “Michigan Rummy.” She scored a zero. Lawler is pictured, 
with playing pals, left to right, Danna Gross, Joyce Flesch, Barbara 
Hutcheson, Volena Weathers, Dinie Baker, Joyce Hutcheson and Ruth 
Mejeur. Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann

Showtime Above, Anna Maria 
Garden Club members gather for a 
group photograph during the annual 
Penny Flower Show sponsored 
by The Islander newspaper. Geri 
Cannon, left, counts the change at 
the end of the annual show at Roser 
Memorial Community Church, 512 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. The event 
also featured a bake sale, plant sale 
and raffl e. Islander Photos: Nancy 
Ambrose

Center hosts ballet workshops 
The Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, is hosting ballet workshops with 
instructor Mo Dye on Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m. Pictured are, back center, 
Mary Zion; center, Suzie Walker and Dye. 
Jane Coleman, front center and Lolly 
Owens, back right, and Sue Conte, right 
side. For additional details call Center 
adult program coordinator Sandee Pruett 
at 941-778-1908.

Holmes Beach bazaar The white elephant sale at the Episcopal Church of the 
Annunciation draws a crowd to the Holmes Beach church Feb. 23. So many people 
showed up at the opening that there was a line of folks waiting to enter. For more 
information about the church and its programs, call 941-778-3457. Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet includes 

dessert  $9.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Larry Rich
Wed. - Mike Sales

Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

www.jackelka.com

Wednesday, March 26
8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of 

Commerce hosts a breakfast at the chamber offi ce, 6960 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key. Information: 941-383-2466.

10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Florida Sarasota-Mana-
tee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning speaker series features Dr. Alan Grindal 
talking about “Human Consciousness – Alzheimer’s Disease and Stroke” at 
the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-359-4296.

5 p.m. to 7 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
hosts a business card exchange at Acqua Aveda Salon, 5311 Gulf Drive N., 
Holmes Beach. 

6 p.m. — The Manatee County Conservation Lands Management 
Department hosts a Paws on Parade Doggie Walk at Riverview Point Pre-
serve in west Bradenton. The park is located next to DeSoto National Memo-
rial at the north end of 75th Street. Information and reservations: 941-748-
4501, ext. 4615.

Thursday, March 27
 9 a.m. — The Manatee County Conservation Lands Management 
Department hosts a spring-planting activity for home-schooled children 
at Robinson Preserve. Information and reservations: 941-748-4501, ext. 
4605.
 11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber 
of Commerce hosts a luncheon at Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse and Wine 
Bar, 2001 Siesta Drive, Sarasota. Fee. Information: 941-383-2466.

Friday, March 28
 Spring break begins today for the Manatee County School District. 
Classes resume on April 8.
 1 p.m. — Meals on Wheels Plus hosts a support group for caregivers 
at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-748-3001.
 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. — The Islander hosts “For Art’s Sake,” a Manatee 
High School art program benefi t featuring the work of local artists. The event 
takes place at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

Saturday, March 29
 7:30 a.m. — The Manatee County Audubon Society holds a fi eld trip to 
Shamrock Park to search for scrubjays and to the Venice Audubon Rookery. 
Information: 941-378-9920.
 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  — The Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association 
hosts the Anna Maria Island Farmers Market on Bridge Street in Bradenton 
Beach.
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 
meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-795-8697.
 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. — The city of Bradenton Beach hosts its fourth annual 
Eco Expo and Native Plant Sale at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive. N., Bradenton 
Beach. Information: 941-778-4619.
 10 a.m. — The Manatee County Conservation Lands Management 
Department hosts a Kid’s Paddle Trip at Robinson Preserve, 17th Avenue 
North West and 99th Street in Bradenton. Information and reservations: 
941-748-4501, ext. 4615.
 3 p.m. — The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts its fourth annual Friends in Music Concert. Information: 
941-792-7183.

Sunday, March 30
 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast. Information: 941-778-4769.

April artist
Cortez artist Cecy Richardson is the artist of the 
month at the Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. The gallery is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday. For more information, 
call 941-792-1039. Islander Photo: Courtesy John 
Bonser

2 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and Orchestra 
presents its “Poetry and Music” concert at Crosspointe Fellowship, 8605 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-8585.

Monday, March 31
5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a ribbon-

cutting ceremony at the new offi ces of the Island Chiropractic Center, 6000 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1541.

Tuesday, April 1
Today is April Fool’s Day.
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and a 

program on “Staying Fit Without the Workout” with Kip Lalosh of AMI Fitness 
Center at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-1880.

2 p.m. — The Friends of the Island Library and the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, host fi ve terriers, one poodle and 
their pet human — Rick Martin — in Rick’s Tricky Dog Show. Information: 
941-778-6341.

Wednesday, April 2
11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a 

luncheon at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. 
Fee. Information: 941- 778-1541.

Ongoing: 
 • In April, Cortez artist Cecy Richardson is the artist of the month at the 
Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The gallery is open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For more information, call 941-
792-1039.
 • Through April 30, the Ortygia Restaurant, 1418 13th St. W., show-
cases the paintings of Island artist Lolly Owen’s All that Jazz series of work. 
Information: 941-744-1333.

 • For the rest of March, the Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island is featur-
ing the work of 17-year-old Bayshore High School student Becca Warner in 
the Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6694.
 • The Island Gallery West in Holmes Beach has named photographer 
John C. Bonser its “Artist of the Month” in March. His work can be viewed 
at the gallery, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, through March 31. For more 
information, call 941-778-6648.
 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St. 
N., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. on Thursdays through March. Fee. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1915.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the month at 
the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society showcases Florida Indian 
artifacts, including Seminole pieces, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, through March 31. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Fee. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. Information: 941-778-1908, 
or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group 
plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Informa-
tion: 941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.

Coming up:
 • Islander and jazz singer Diane Linscott performs in concert April 3 at 
at Glenridge Performing Arts Center , 7333 Scotland Way, in Palmer Ranch. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-5704.
 • On April 4, the Anna Maria Island Privateers head for downtown 
Bradenton and the annual DeSoto Seafood Festival. Fee. Information: 727-
214-8903.
 • On April 5, the “Taste of Music Champagne Gala” takes place at a 
northwest Bradenton bayfront home to raise money for the Anna Maria Island 
Community Chorus. Fee. Information: 941-778-1880.
 • On April 5-6, the Coquina Beach Arts and Crafts Festival benefi ting 
the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park takes place at Coquina Beach on the 
Gulf side. Information: 352-344-0657.

Save the date:
 • On April 11, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents “Landscapes 
of the Island,” beginning with a reception for the exhibit at the AMIAL gallery, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents the 14th annual 
Manatee High Exhibit, beginning with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit continues through May 28. Infor-
mation: 941-778-2099.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!
6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 

Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

We buy antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-07071002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat

Located in the Historic East Antiques Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!District- park and walk to area stores!

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Retro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Prom and Wedding Dresses

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Men’s and Ladies Resort & 
   Beach Wear 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!Chic Boutiques!

5-7 p.m. March 28: For Art’s Sake! Benefi t art auction, at The Islander 
newspaper, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
April 5-6: Longboat Market monthly arts and crafts show, Whitney 
Beach Plaza.
April 5-6: Coquina Beach Arts and Crafts Festival, Coquina Beach 
Gulfside, benefi ting the AMI Butterfl y Park.
8 a.m. April 6: Ginny’s Fantastic Flea Market, across from Ginny’s 
at the Old IGA, Anna Maria. 

m. MMararchch 28:8: FForr AArt’ss Sake! Benefi t art auction, at Theeeheeeeehee IIIII IIII I Islslslslslslslanaaa der 
apeper,r, 5 540404 4 MaMaririnana DDririvev , Holmes Beachc .

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

Magnolia Antique MallMagnolia Antique Mall is close to 
10,000 square feet of indoor shopping, hosts 65 dealers and is 
a must stop on every antique hound’s list. Owner Carol Lee 
can be found in the mall most Thursdays and Fridays and her 
knowledge and friendly manner can help any customer fi nd 
exactly what they most desire or need. 
 From cases loaded with small treasures to furnishings, Mag-
nolia Mall is full of great fi nds. And whether your tastes lean 
toward classical or kitschy, you will fi nd plenty of great items 
at this grand antique mall.
 Grab a few antique-loving friends and head over to Magno-
lia Antique Mall — give yourself plenty of time to wander the 
shop and see it all. And be prepared to fi nd that perfect treasure 
you can’t go home without. 

A Room A Room 
withwith a a Hue Hue 

Hand-Painted Furniture 
Home Decor • Faux Finishing  

Unique Handbags 
12518 Cortez Rd. W., Cortez Village 

by the Cortez Bridge 
798-9034 • www.aroomwithahue.com 

10-4, Wed.-Sat. or by appointment 

HB fi lmmaker heads up student screenwriting program

Holmes Beach fi lmmaker Debra Hussong, left, is 
involved in the Sarasota Film Festival 2008 Youth 
Screenwriting Program.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach fi lmmaker Debra Hussong is coor-
dinating the 2008 Youth Screenwriting Program in the 
Sarasota Film Festival.
 The program involves students from Phoenix 
Academy and is conducted in partnership between 
the Sarasota County school, the fi lm festival and any-
thingarts.com.
 According to Hussong, fi ve ninth-grade students 
created seven scripts, which players from anythin-
garts.com will act out in a free performance at the 
Asolo Theatre in Sarasota at 5 p.m. Sunday, April 6.
 The program will include performances of work 
by screenwriters Janette Vargas, Joe Vorrasi, Kieran 
Delfi no, Elsie Apointe and Logan Schlotterbach.
 “The students’ stories range from a teenager 

making a tough decision about abortion, a humanistic 
look at a young person dealing with the after-shock 
of combat, two psychological thrills, a wacky comedy 
that is quite pointed toward current issues and a musi-
cian who never gives up,” Hussong said. “The range 
of stories is incredible.”
 She added, “Every screenplay has its own rhythm, 
has a life of its own, and, in my opinion, are all cre-
ative pieces of work.”
 The Sarasota Film Festival will be held from April 
4 through April 13.
 For more information about the program, visit 
www.sarasotafi lmfestival.com.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRR
a

sss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	

 ���������������
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
Remodeling Sale! Remodeling Sale! 

Store Props, Store Props, 

display and display and 

f ixtures on sale! f ixtures on sale! 

Unique pieces!Unique pieces!

������ �� 	

 ������� �������

5 OUT OF 4 PEOPLE 
SHOP AT GINNY’S

Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the old IGA

9807 Gulf Drive• Anna Maria
Opens at 7am Tuesday-Saturday and 8am on Sunday

Hi,  I’m Ginny!
Visit me for the best in 
home furnishings and 
accessories with a funky, 
swanky fl air!

And don’t forget our

Gigantic Flea Market
Sunday, April 6

Ginny’s  778-3170  •  Jane E’s  778-7370

Hi,  I’m Jane E.  Visit my Bakery,  
Internet Cafe and Smoothie Bar for 
something yummy in your tummy!

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell In a Nutshell 
Magnolia Antique Mall 

1250 10th St. E. • US HWY 301

Palmetto 

10-5 Mon.-Sat. • Noon-5 Sunday  

941-722-5255941-722-5255

Magnolia Antique Mall owner Carol Lee poses with 
an Elvira pinball machine — just one of thousands of 
unique items in the 10,000 SF antique mall. 

Calling all kitsch lovers! Tiki and Kitty fi nd the Jolly 
Green Giant phone at Magnolia Antique Mall. 

Tiki and Kitty 
“moon” over 
some fabulous 
Bakelite jew-
elry accesso-
ries. Each gal 
needs at least 
12 bangles and 
a necklace to 
complete a fabu-
lous look. 

Tuesday-Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4  
611 Manatee Ave. E. (SR64) • Bradenton • 941-749-1166

Accepting quality home furnishings and 
designer womens clothing and accessories

New ArrivalsDaily

Weekly

Markdowns

705 9th St. E. • Bradenton 
(SE corner of SR64 and 9th St. E.)

941-779-8601 941-779-8601 
Mon:by chance or appointment 

Tues.-Fri:1-5pm • Sat & Sun: 12-5pm

The Wishing Well The Wishing Well 
Antiques 
Shabby Chic
Orchids 
Restoration

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas ShoppeGift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

70% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS!
70% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS!

50% OFF
EVERYTHING ELSE!
50% OFF
EVERYTHING ELSE!

• Thousands of • Thousands of 
 ornaments ornaments
• Nutcrackers• Nutcrackers
• Fabriché Santas• Fabriché Santas
• Tree toppers• Tree toppers
• Holiday music boxes and • Holiday music boxes and 
 carousels & much more carousels & much more

FASHIONSFASHIONS
• Casual to cruisewear• Casual to cruisewear
• Jewelry and • Jewelry and 
 accessories accessories
GIFTSGIFTS
• Pottery and art glass• Pottery and art glass
• Dolls and tea sets• Dolls and tea sets
• Nautical• Nautical

SALE EXCLUDES SWIMSUITS AND SANDALS

HUGE & 
SPECTACULAR 
SPRING SALE!

HUGE & 
SPECTACULAR 
SPRING SALE!

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us at

Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.40502502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

Tide and Moon  Jewelry

Specializing in Sterling Silver Jewelry!

FFiinndd uuss aattFFiinndd uuss aattFFiinndd uuss aattFFFiiinnddd uuss aatttFFFiiinndd uuss aattFFFiiinndd uuss aatt
Flip-flops and beach bags too!

Mermaids, Shells 
and More!

ecciiiaalliizziinngg iinn SStteerrlliinngg SSiillvveer JJeewweelllrrryyy!!!SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSpppeeeccc alizziinnngggg inn Sterllinnnggggg SSiillvveer JJJeewelrryyy!
FFlliipp--ffllooppss aanndd bbeeaacchh bbaaggss ttoooo!

“Where fine meets “Where fine meets funkyfunky” ” 

Bestsellers
Book lovers crowd 

into the annual 
Friends of the 
Island Library 

book sale Feb. 1 at 
the Island Branch 

Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, 

Holmes Beach. The 
two-day event — a 
member-only sale 

for Friends on 
Feb. 1 and a public 

sale on Feb. 2 — 
raised money for 
the public library 

collection. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

Creative writing 101 Authors Andrew Clyde Little and Tom Henighan 
lead a creative writing workshop Feb. 28 at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. For more information 
about Center programs, call 941-778-1908. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 4-02-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

Foot-Long Subs – $5 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Chamber news, events and more …Chamber news, events and more … Oranges, 
snakes…
Justin Mat-
thews of Mat-
thews Wildlife 
Rescue shows 
his rescued 
snakes to 
Larry Geist 
of Sweet Peas 
Samplings 
at Anna 
Maria Island 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
gathering Feb. 
12 at Mixon 
Fruit Farms. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Nancy 
Ambrose

Networking the ’net
Jordan Ramey, a web 
designer for Interserve 
Internet Services, talks 
about building an Internet 
presence during an Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce seminar Feb. 
21 at Holmes Beach City 
Hall. For more informa-
tion about chamber activi-
ties, call 941-778-1541. 
Islander Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

Longboat chamber kicks off 50th anniversary year
The Longboat Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of Commerce pre-
sented a series of awards Jan. 22 and launched its 50th anniver-
sary year representing local business interests. Top photo, Ben 
Cooper of Walter and Associates and Dr. Kathleen Goerg of Island 
Chiropractic Center receive plaques and thanks for their service 
as chamber board members. Above, Marnie Matarese, center, and 
Andrew Vac, left, present Joe Landolfi  of Manson Roofi ng with the 
Chamber Member of the Year Award during the program at the 
Colony Beach and Tennis Resort. Islander Photos: Nancy Ambrose

Sun House hosts 
She Biz event
Gail Loefgren of the Longboat 
Key, Lido Key, St. Armand Key 
Chamber of Commerce and 
MaryAnn Brockman of the Anna 
Maria Island Chamber talk with 
attendees of the She Biz meeting 
Feb. 19 at the Sun House Restau-
rant in Bradenton Beach. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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Cancun 
Mexican-Cuban 

Grill
Specializing in Masas de Puerco
Palomilla Steak • Lechon Asado

Sizzling Fajitas

Special

20% off 
total check

with this coupon. One coupon per check.
Order from regular menu. Not valid with any 

other offer. Coupon good thru 4/01/08.

99¢ Margaritas 
with any food purchase 

all day Tuesdays and Thursdays

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm
2-for-1 Draft Beer

Open 11 - 10 Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 
11 - 11 Fridays and Saturdays

Closed Mondays

5120 Manatee Ave. W
Bradenton • 747-2552

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD MARCH 26 - APRIL 2

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$16991.75 
LTR

1.75 
LTR

$1979 
Smirnoff Vodka Canadian Mist OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

Crime report Dave Swanson from Metro Crime Prevention of Florida talks with the REAL Women Ministry of 
Crosspointe Fellowship Feb. 23 at the church in Holmes Beach. Swanson talked about how to stand guard against 
criminal activity. For more information about the church group, call 941-778-7845. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Streetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City
 March 11, 800 block of North Shore Drive, theft. A 
man notifi ed police that he left his bicycle to pick up shells 
on the beach and someone removed his wallet from the 
bike bag.

Bradenton Beach
 March 13, 100 block of Bridge Street, altercation. 
Police were dispatched on receiving reports of an alterca-
tion. They found a man holding his jaw and apparently 
intoxicated, who reported that someone hit him.
 March 18, 200 block of Gulf Drive North, worth-
less check. Police investigated a report of a man passing 
worthless checks.
 March 19, 500 block of Gulf Drive North, warrant 
arrest. Police dispatched to the location found two people 
sleeping in the bushes. One was told to move along. The 
other was found to have an alleged probation violation 
and was taken into custody.

Holmes Beach
 March 14, 5400 block of Marina Drive, battery. Police 
were called to a fi ght in progress and found two women 
“fl ailing their arms” on the ground. Both “seemed intoxi-
cated, hysterical and belligerent.” Police made arrests on 
two counts of misdemeanor battery.
 March 14, 5400 block of Marina Drive, criminal mis-
chief. Police took a report that a vehicle light was broken 
during a fi ght.
 March 15, 600 block of Dundee Lane, burglary, theft 
of vehicle. A resident reported someone broke into a home 
and took alcohol and car keys from inside the residence 
and a car from outside the residence. Police observed a 
cut screen.

Manatee deputy fi red after Cortez incident
 A deputy sheriff has been fi red for actions involving 
a chase months ago that culminated in the Cortez Bait 
and Seafood parking lot at the waterfront end of 119th 
Street. 
 The incident occurred at about 5:30 p.m. Sept. 18, 
2007, and drew the attention of Cortezians in the nor-
mally quiet village. 
 Tiffany Graves, 42, was fi red after a months-long 
internal affairs investigation by the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, which has now issued a detailed report 
running hundreds of pages. 
 She was discharged for conduct unbecoming a 
deputy and improper display of a fi rearm, said MCSO 
spokesman David Bristow. She had worked for the 
sheriff for eight years. 
 The report notes that she had met another deputy 
near 75th Street and Cortez Road that night, that her 

actions worried him, particularly since she was armed, 
so when she drove off down Cortez Road he followed 
her and called for “just-in-case” assistance. 
 After a chase through several red lights he cornered 
her at the Cortez Bait and Seafood lot, along with a 
swarm of other deputies and Bradenton Beach police 
who had responded to the call. There she was disarmed 
and medical help summoned. 
 She apparently was on prescription medications, 
offi cers said, and they are prohibited from discussing 
any medical matters. 
 According to the initial report, one deputy had 
apparently threatened another, then both sped through 
the village. Neither Graves nor another deputy was 
in uniform or in patrol cars, but Deputy Brandon A. 
Gard, 23, as well as Graves, was armed, according to 
reports. 

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 
of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.
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RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Salad, entrée, dessert 
and a select bottle of 

red or white wine.
Mon-Thurs., excludes holidays.

r Tw

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

and sun. 4:30-8pm

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

WWWWWWinner 2007 Taste of Manatee - 5 awards!

5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  Bistro

O O H !
L U N C H
B R U N C H
FRI/SAT/SUN

Now you can enjoy the same great breakfast, 
brunch menu on Fridays (for important lunches) 
and on Saturdays (avoid the Sunday rush) in the 

quiet, elegant ambiance of Ooh La La!

7am-7:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • dinner
12507 Cortez Road

 at the Cortez Fishing Center
(941)  795-4847

• Grouper, Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

Waterfront Dockside Deck
Available For Private Parties!

Great Daily Specials!
Available 2-7:30pm

All $7.99
served with soup or salad,

potato and vegetable
Plus these tasty dishes every day:

Monday:  Meatloaf
Tuesday: Catfi sh (your way)
Wednesday: BBQ Ribs &
         Chicken Combo
Thursday: Prime Rib
Friday:  All-you-can-eat fi sh
Saturday:  Rib-Eye
Sunday:  Pot Roast

Stone Crab 
Specials! 

Floaters $5/lb. 
Medium $10/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $15/lb. 
Buy 20 pounds and save more!

Floaters $4/lb. 
Medium $8/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $12/lb.

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC. 
4600 124th St. W., Cortez 

941-794-1249 
M-F: 8am-Noon & 1-5pm • Sat: 8am-Noon

at AP BELL 

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B4B4B4B44B44B44BB4B4B44B4B4B44B4B44B4BB44B4B444B4B4444B444B4B4BB4B44B444B444
Back by Popular Demand - Robby Cox !

Wed. 26th & Sat. 29th •  9-Midnight

Cortez boat program moving to new home

it has been housed. Other water prospects are the 
creeks and ponds which are being cleaned up in the 
adjacent 95-acre FISH Preserve, fi t for kayaking and 
canoeing. 
 Bob Pitt is especially pleased with the upcoming 
move. He is master boatbuilder, educator and volunteer 
coordinator for the traditional boatbuilding program 
that was established about fi ve years ago by the Florida 
Institute for Saltwater Heritage, the prime organization 
of Cortez. 
 He is overseeing the work on the new boat-shop-
to-be and is pleased with progress. It’s all interior work, 
he noted, and there’s some yet to go, such as fl oors, 
electrical and plumbing work. He has excellent volun-
teers, he said, maybe 15 of them in winter and fi ve in 
summer, mostly Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 
 The property is in the northwest corner of the FISH 
Preserve, just east of the Florida Maritime Museum. 
Both are developments shared by FISH and the state, 
with oversight by the Manatee County clerk of the cir-

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 The Cortez traditional boatbuilders have a new 
home, Cortez folks have their community center back, 
Shorty’s old house is fi nally useful again, and everyone 
seems happy about it.
 The traditional boatbuilding program, started from 
scratch fi ve years ago, is moving into the cleaned-up 
and partly revamped old house that has been a thorn in 
the northwest side of the nature preserve for years. 
 The house was built in the early 1940s and occu-
pied variously, lately owned by Shorty Wilkerson, who 
somewhere along the line left it vacant, whereupon it 
became the transient home for any number of people 
who did the usual things to unsupervised property and 
left it trashed. 
 Volunteers have cleaned it up now, and a nasty job 
it was, said Roger Allen, Manatee County’s manager of 
Cortez historic sites. The interior was in bad shape so it 
was gutted to only supporting walls, down to the single 
large room it was built to be, a fi ne place for boatbuild-
ing. Dimensions are 52 by 32 feet with ceilings 9 feet 
tall, plenty of room for the workers and their equip-
ment. And it will be air-conditioned. Jackson Holmes 
of Anna Maria Island has offered to paint at no charge 
the exterior, Allen said. 
 Access is by a driveway from Cortez Road, and 
there is plenty of parking. 
  It is a couple of blocks from the waterfront at 
the east end of the historic fi shing village, about the 
same distance as the Cortez Community Center where 

cuit court, whose department is responsible for historic 
matters in the county.
 The boat program has been using the community 
center, originally the volunteer fi rehouse, and it has 
been adequate. But boats and their machinery are not 
exactly compatible with public meetings, so they had 
to be cleared out occasionally. 
 Once the center is vacated it will get its turn for 
renovation. It too belongs to FISH, whose president, 
Allen Garner, said it needs some remodeling, roof 
work, ceiling, utilities, updating the kitchen installed 
about 1959, and cleanup “so it is more useful to the 
community.” 
 The boat shop move will be helpful all around, 
Allen pointed out. “When FISH originated the water-
craft program, the objective was to have a total water-
related program. We can get into junior sailing for 
youngsters, for example. And rowing, the boat shop 
can build skulling boats. And more boatbuilding with 
skilled preservation classes.”

The Shorty Wilkerson house, above, is being readied for at the 
Preserve for the boat building operation, left, presently housed 
at the Cortez Community Center. Islander Photos: Paul Roat

Ongoing work in the traditional boatbulding pro-
gram in Cortez.
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JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH FRI. SAT. & SUN. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

St. Bernard Pancake 
Breakfast and Bake Sale

Sunday • March 30 • 8-11:30 am 
Adults $5 Children under 12 $1 

INCLUDES: 
Sausage, OJ, Coffee or Milk and 

All-You-Care-to-Eat Pancakes
Church Activity Center 

 43rd Street, Holmes Beach 

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

County seeks cash for reef
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Manatee County officials hope to obtain a 
$60,000 grant for added artifi cial reef construc-
tion at its Seven Mile North Reef site.
 The spot is located seven nautical miles due 
west of Bean Point, according to Bill O’Shea, the 
coastal programs manager in the Manatee County 
Conservation Lands Management Department.
 The county is seeking a grant from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission — 
the funding would be federal dollars channeled 
through the state agency.
 Specifi cally the county wants to use limestone 
boulders to enhance the reef site.
 The grant would pay for the purchase, trans-
portation and placement of the boulders, while the 
county would take on the $3,500 cost associated 
with labor, equipment and project management.

 The county board of commissioners recently 
authorized the grant quest, passing a resolution that 
said the action “will be in the best interest of the 
residents and tourists of Manatee County.
 Florida’s artifi cial reef program has several main 
objectives, to construct reefs to:
 • Enhance fi shing and diving opportunities.
 • Raise tourism dollars for coastal communi-
ties.
 • Increase reef fi sh habitat.
 • Promote reef-related research.
 The program, according to a spokesperson with 
the FWC’s marine fi sheries division, is one of the 
most productive in the 14 Gulf and Atlantic states and 
involves 35 coastal counties and 8,426 miles of tidal 
coastline. Most of the reef development has taken 
place in the past 20 years using a variety of material 
— concrete, steel, limestone, ship wood and bridge 
rubble.

Bradenton ministry serves Island
Pastor Andy Toope of Bradenton-based Hope 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is serving 
Islanders at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 
6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, at 5 p.m. 
Sundays. For more information, call 941-
755-3256 or go to www.hopelutheranfl .com. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Park party
The Manatee Music Makers — Margot Stafl und, 
Glen Stafl und, Diane Rogers, Jack Rogers and Hope 
Warner — perform for the Cortez Trailer Park’s 
Valentine’s party and annual potluck supper. Islander 
Photo: Edna Tiemann

Helping Haiti
Members of St. Ber-

nard Catholic Church 
in Holmes Beach and 

the All Island Denomi-
nations group join the 

Rev. Ron Joseph for 
the Caribbean Night 

fundraiser Feb. 24 in 
Bradenton. The event 
raised money for the 

Ministry of Pres-
ence’s work to benefi t 

orphaned children 
in Josepn’s home 

of Haiti. For more 
information about the 
Ministry of Presence, 
writ to P.O. Box 784, 
Oneco FL 34264, or 
call 941-822-2131. 

Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose

5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  

Special Appearance
6pm • March 27

ACOUSTIC GUITAR
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GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Mar 26 4:14 1.1 7:33 1.0 2:16 2.3 10:13 -0.2
 Mar 27 *2:52 2.3 *11:18 -1.0 — — — —
 Mar 28 *3:37 2.2  — — — — — —
 Mar 29 *4:36 2.1 12:35 -1.0  — — — —
 Mar 30 6:03 2.0 1:53 -1.0 — — — —
 Mar 31 11:32 1.4 2:55 -1.0 7:45 1.9 1:28 1.3
 Apr 01 11:15 1.4 3:43 -0.2 9:08 1.9 3:07 1.1
 Apr 02 11:17 1.5 4:22 -1.0 10:14 2.0 4:07 0.9

We’d love to hear your 

fi sh stories and pictures 

are welcome, too.

Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or e-mail us at 

news@islander.org.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

By Capt. Mike Heistand
 Everything’s starting to change. Mackerel started 
showing up this week in force, followed by kingfi sh 
and already a few tarpon have been spotted, almost a 
full month ahead of schedule.
 The water temperature is 72 degrees or better, bring-
ing an early spring for fi sh and fi shers. Even white bait 
showed up, not just at the Sunshine Skyway Bridge, 
but on the fl ats as well.
 We’re offi cially at our change of season.
 The sheepshead catch will slow, although it’s been 
a slow winter for sheepies. While I normally catch thou-
sands in a winter of fi shing with a 25 per person limit, 
this year I can count the haul per trip on one hand.
 Capt. Mark Howard of SumoTime Charters says 
fi shing around Anna Maria has been good when the 
weather cooperates. His charters have been into “some 
hot snook action” with a few keepers mixed in. As the 
weather warms, he expects the snook to move onto the 
fl ats and mangroves. He’s also boated a lot of keeper-
size trout with some fi sh up to 7 pounds. “The beach 
should be getting hot in the next few weeks as Spring 
advances,” he said. “The time to fi sh is now!”
 Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait & Tackle
on Cortez Road said grouper and snapper fi shing off-
shore are excellent right now and kingfi sh are just start-
ing to show up, while Capt. Mark “Marco” Johnston
of Annie’s said mackerel are all over the Gulf of Mexico 
while inshore sheepshead and redfi sh are mainstays.

Capt. Rick Gross out of Catchers Marina in 
Holmes Beach said “the snook bite is on big time. Most 
are small but about one out of 10 are keepers,” he said. 
He said he’s been able to limit on reds most every day 
but the sheepshead bite is very slow.
 Capt. Thom Smith said he’s fi nding bigger trout 
on artifi cial baits, mostly Exudes, some small snook 
and a few keeper redfi sh, all on artifi cial bait. 
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach says you can catch just 
about anything you want right now. He says fi shers 
are reporting kingfi sh just starting to show up and a 
few tarpon have been spotted – about a month early. 
Inshore, he’s getting real good reports on catches at 

John Winklepleck shows off his redfi sh, caught last 
week while fi shing the waters around Anna Maria 
Island with Capt. Mark Howard of Sumotime 
Charters.

Changes for better, weather, season, fi shing

Ian Gilchrist of England caught this sheepshead while 
fi shing the bay structures around Longboat Key with 
Capt. Mark Howard of Sumotime Charters.

higher tides near mangrove shores and good reports of 
snook in Palma Sola Bay.

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said the mackerel 
are all over the place. Sheepshead are still biting good 
around the pier pilings and they’re seeing a few small 
redfi sh and black drum come onto the deck.

Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
pretty much the same, with sheepies and mackerel the 
mainstays. His fi shers are also reeling up a few small 
mangrove snapper and black drum.

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
he’s seeing fi shers come by his dock with some nice-
sized snook, saying mackerel are all over Terra Ceia 
Bay. He’s also had a few reports of redfi sh — big ones 
— with some catches over the size limit. And mangrove 

snapper are coming on the hook around the Skyway.
Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 

Charters typically fishes offshore of Anna Maria 
Island, but was held at the dock most of last week due 
to high wind and seas. He said one group fi shed a week 
ago Sunday, before the big winds, “catching lots of 
gag and red grouper, catch-and-release Goliath grouper, 
mangrove snapper, amberjack, porgys and triggerfi sh, 
and we hooked up one kingfi sh.” He also predicted 
“fi shing will be great when the winds calm.”

PLEASE SEE FISHING, NEXT PAGE
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5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-713-5900941-713-5900                      

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. 

You’ll get ALL the best news, 
delivered by the mailman every 
week. Visit us at 5404 Marina 
Drive, Island Shopping Center, 

Holmes Beach – or call 
941-778-7978.

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Squadron holds change 
of command
A naval tradition took place 
March 8 when the Anna 
Maria Island Power Squad-
ron, a division of the U.S. 
Power Squadron, celebrated 
its 50th anniversary change 
of watch at a banquet at the 
Terra Ceia Country Club in 
Palmetto. About 85 members 
and guests gathered for the 
swearing-in of the new squad-
ron offi cers by the District 
22 Cmdr. Robert Barber. The 
new bridge offi cers include 
Warren Dibell, commander; 
Ann Blake, executive offi cer; 
Ren Kotlarek, education offi -
cer; and Melvin J. Dietrich, 
secretary/treasurer. Lt. 
Donald Courtney was master 
of ceremony. Past Cmdr. Wil-
liam Katterhenry and wife 
Martha Katterhenry, hosted 
the banquet. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Charles Conklin

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out 
of Parrot Cove Marina says that in spite of rough 
winds, his clients enjoyed some very good catches: A 
trip out to the reefs with local Dick Kowal and his 
grandson, Dan Callahan, produced a good catch of big 
spawner sheepshead, lane snapper, numerous grou-
pers and bruiser bluefi sh. The nearshore reefs gave up 
some dandy hogfi sh, spanish mackerel and fl ounder 
until wind sent us inside the bay, where we encountered 
some nice redfi sh and trout. Wednesday’s wind kept 
us hiding out in lee areas that produced only a couple 
of redfi sh and mangrove snapper. On Thursday, a trio 
of adventurous Canadians put the hammer down on 
some big mangrove snapper and sheepshead at some 
bay structures. Later the winds subsided a little and we 
caught numerous spotted sea trout from 13 inches to 24 
inches with jigs and live shrimp on grass beds in Palma 
Sola Bay. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, where I fi sh from, reports 
are coming in that trout are fi nally starting to bite and 
they’re better sized ones, in the 20-inch range, and 
we’re still seeing a few sheepshead around the docks 
in Terra Ceia Bay.
 On my boat Magic, we’re making our limit of 
reds every day with a mix of a few sheepshead and a 
few mangrove snapper — and we’re fi nding mackerel 
everywhere. 

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fi shing guide. 
Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing report. 
Photos of your catch are also welcome and may be 
e-mailed to news@islander.org. Please include identifi -
cation for persons in the picture along with information 
on the catch and a contact name and phone number.

Front center, Capt. Larry McGuire with fi shers, left to right, Mark, Sady and Chris Emig and Larry Bethke and 
some of their catch, including amberjacks and mangrove snappers. McGuire said they fi shed offshore of Anna 
Maria Island in about 150 feet of water using a variety of live bait.

FISHING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
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 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Kathy Caserta 
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(941) 778-6696 Offi ce 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 704-2023 Cell

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The 2008 Anna Maria Island Community Center 
youth basketball league’s season recently came to an 
end with the awards ceremonies March 10 and the 
championship games played on March 15 in Divi-
sions I, II and Premier. All-star games and a coach’s 
game were also played on this big day of basket-
ball.
 The awards ceremony honored individuals from 
each age division for dominance, (most valuable male 
and female players), defensive prowess and sportsman-
ship.
 Division III MVPs were Chase Lewis and Alexia 
Yavalar, while Nicole Sewall stole the defensive award 
and Alex Salinas earned the sportsmanship trophy.
 Division II saw Johnny Mattay and Anna Maria 
Galati take home MVP honors. Josh Zawistoski grabbed 
the defensive player of the year award and Jake Parsons 
was recognized for sportsmanship.
 Julian Botero and Becca Butler got the nod as 
MVPs of Division I. Trevor Bystrom earned the defen-
sive player award and Mallory Kosfeld took home the 
sportsmanship award.
 Last, but not least was the Premier League. Amanda 
Burnett, Celia Ware and Jamison Urch were named 
most valuable players, while Forrest Schield got the 
sportsmanship award. Defensive player of the year 
went to Kyle Aritt.
 Championship games for Premier, Division II and 
Division I were played on March 15 and Ross Built 
won Division III on March 11 in a thrilling contest. 
 The Division II championship game saw Dips Ice 
Cream claw back to tie the score 6-6 against Kumon 
on a basket by Daniel Schroaeder in the third quarter.
 Schroaeder then scored four points in the fourth 
quarter, while Josh Zawistoski added two points to help 
Dips outscore Kumon 6-4 on the way to a 12-10 victory. 
Anna Maria Galati and Denver Hardy each scored two 
points in the quarter to keep Kumon close.
 Schroaeder fi nished with six points, while Johnny 
Mattay added four points. Zawistoski’s two points com-
pleted the Dips scoring in the victory.
 Kumon was led by Anna Maria Galati and Logan 
Reiber, who each scored four points, while Hardy fi n-
ished with two points in the loss.
 The Division I championship pitted Island Lumber 

Basketball season fi nale, championships, awards
against number-three seed A Paradise Realty, which 
upset the top-seeded Sun in the semifinals. Island 
Lumber ended its run with a 33-27 victory behind the 
clutch play of Joey Garbus, who scored seven of his 
game-high 11 points in the fourth quarter.
 Becca Butler and Wyatt Hoffman each added fi ve 
points, while Dayle Hoffman fi nished with 2 points in 
the victory.
 Taylor Wilson’s eight points and six points from 
Savannah Schield paced Paradise, which also received 
fi ve points from Trevor Bystrom and four points apiece 
from Jack Titsworth and Max Miller.
 Connect Cycles jumped out to a 10-point lead, then 
held on as West Coast Air Conditioning rallied during 
the 38-34 victory by the Cycles on March 15. Tommy 
Price’s 17 points led all scorers, while teammate Kyle 
Aritt added 15 points. Three points from Zach Evans 
and two points from Kara Nelson completed the Con-
nect Cycle scoring.
 Forest Schield and Michael Kirby scored 12 points 
apiece to lead WCAC. Whitney Bauer scored six points 
and Matt Bauer added four points for West Coast in the 
loss.

Gulf Coast Flames take
regional championship

 The Gulf Coast Flames Tier II youth hockey team 
captured the Southeastern District Regional Champion-
ship in Charleston, S.C., over the March 15-16 week-
end.
 The Flames, which boasts defenseman and Island 
resident Zachary Facheris as one of its own, are coached 
by Island resident Fred Eaton.
 The Flames went 5-0 against the top teams from 
11 states and are one of a dozen under 12-teams to 
advance to play April 2-6 in the USA Hockey Nationals 
in Hackensack, N.J.. 
 The Flames defeated the East Coast Eagles from 
North Carolina 8-0, the Reston Raiders of Virginia 6-4, 
and the Duluth Junior Thrashers out of Atlanta 9-3. 
The Flames followed those victories with a 6-1 vic-
tory over the Atlanta Fire before taking the title with 
a 4-1 victory over the Ashburn Extreme out of North 
Carolina.

Gulf Coast 
Flames
J.C. Bradley, 
Jeremy Butter-
worth, Tanner Cow-
ieson, Trent Cow-
ieson, Joey Fabec, 
Zachary Facheris, 
Drew Fineberg, 
Caleb Fizer, Matt 
Grabowski, Sam 
Johnson, Jimmy 
Jones, Nate 
McPherson, Zack 
Mitchell, Sean 
Murray, Blake 
Redden, Reid 
Simpson and Widell 
Jackson

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, PAGE 29
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
 ITEMS FOR SALE

TV CONSOLE CORNER unit. Distressed black, cot-
tage style. Call 941-779-2306. $100.00.

27-INCH SONY TV, 5 years old. Works perfect. 
$100. Call Burton, 941-778-0954.

REFRIGERATOR/FREEZER $50. Small fridge $20. 
941-376-6077.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

GARAGE SALE: 8 a.m.-noon, Saturday, March 
29. Something for Everyone. 219 Periwinkle Plaza, 
Anna Maria.

ST. BERNARD RUMMAGE sale. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, March 29. Jewelry, clothing, furniture, 
white elephant, food available. 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach.

8 A.M.-2 P.M. SATURDAY, March 29. West suit, 
sofa, desk, stereo, speakers, printers, fax machine, 
antique bed and lots more. 424 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. 

DEMOLITION SALE: 8:30 a.m. Thursday and Friday, 
March 27-28. Cabinets, mirrors, stove, fridge, etc. 
8319 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-744-6608.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: FUSIC CELL phone on Thursday, March 13, 
at Manatee Avenue causeway, dog beach. Please, 
call 863-214-3886.

LOST CAT – white with gray markings. Large reward. 
Holmes Beach area. 941-720-4475.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

GULF COAST HOUSE check: retired police offi cer 
will check your home while you are “up north.”. Very 
reasonable rates. “We provide peace of mind.” www.
gulfcoasthousecheck.com, 941-798-9091 or 508-
847-7119.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

ISLAND MUSICIANS-GUITARIST seeks drummers, 
bassists, pianists, and singers for casual jams. 
David, 941-538-9328.

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

SAAB 900S, 1990, five-speed, great condition. 
$2,100 or best offer. Call John, 941-355-4578.

BOATS & BOATING

20-FOOT BAY/flats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke 
Yamaha with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-
0065.

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfish, Laser, 
Zuma, and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

BAYLINER 2655 CIERA weekender fisherman. 
Merccruiser, V8. Only 290 hours, aluminum trailer, 
$14,000. 941-356-1456.

PROFESSIONAL CAPTAIN FOR hire. Fishing and 
boating my specialties. For info, call Capt. Glenn, 
941-713-5900.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Continued

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available. 

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

RED CROSS CERTIFIED baby/pet sitter. Many 
Island references. Island resident for 13 years. 
Hilary, 941-778-5181.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. 
Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 

with your ad for as little as $12! 
Call 778-7978

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941.778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 
2BR/2BA, two-car garage, updated. $199,500.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $310,000.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
NEW LISTING! Custom designed home 
includes two guest bedrooms and bath plus 
Master bedroom on second level. Beautiful 
craftsmanship and all amenities including 
elevator, spacious garage and central vacuum 
system. Beautifully designed with open 
kitchen, dining area plus lovely deck off living 
area. Only 450 ft. to choice beach!  Asking 
$1,295,000.

Large Gulf Parcel with two cottages. Possibility 
to split into two lots. Choice natural Anna 
Maria beach with 123 ft. direct Gulf location. 
Asking $4,500,000.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!

I
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Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Make a Deal! Almost 2500sf 4BR 
2.5BA 3-car garage, fronts lake 

lagoon. Quiet Small West Palmetto 
Neighborhood. Built 2006. 

$299,900.

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2/3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $171,022.

Mariner’s Cove Almost endless 
full bay views, 35' boatslip, 1,904sf 
turnkey. 3BR/2BA Recent Updates! 

$649,900

Sold! Townhome at 227 N. 17th St. $399,000!Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

SERVICES Continued

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-778-9217.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

EXPERIENCED PROPERTY MANAGER, island 
resident let me manage your long-term rental and 
keep your property well maintained with my handy-
man skills. Call Chris Loveless, 941-447-4843.

FURNITURE REPAIR AND refinishing custom 
furniture and built-ins, 25-years experience. Baker 
Osborne, 941-723-2829.

METRO DOOR SHOP: fiberglass, steel, wood 
designer inserts, hardware, sales, service, parts 
and repair. 941-758-5828.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

PROFESSIONAL MAID SERVICE. Your work, your 
way! 30 years experience. References. Call Barb, 
941-792-1381.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIR, handyman. Island resi-
dent. Very meticulous and reliable. Free estimates. 
Call Colin, 941-376-0541. 

FREE HOUSESITTER/PETSITTER, etc. Retired 
Christian couple available anytime. Excellent local, 
repeat references. 941-770-832-7319 ewingwt@
earthlink.net.

SERVICES Continued

HOUSEWATCHERS OF MANASOTA Inc. A licensed 
and insured corporation. When you leave your Flor-
ida home vacant for the summer, we provide you 
with affordable weekly or monthly inspections. Our 
services offer you peace of mind while keeping your 
home safe in periods of absence. Also providing 
management of annual rental properties. 941-737-
7046 or housewatchers@verizon.net.

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports), 
errands, organization and bill paying, companionship, 
petsitting, and other personalized assistance. My car 
or yours. Excellent local references. Hourly rates. 
Ellen, 941-896-7902 or emj3@tampabay.rr.com.

LOW-COST LAWN care, pay per cut. Reliable, 
experienced, neat, personal-touch lawn mainte-
nance. 941-778-6172.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION baths, exer-
cise, meals, chauffer, clean, etc. 941-748-3247 or 
941-713-7380.

HOME WATCH: WE check services in your home 
while you are away. Yard, mail box, family errands, 
etc. Servicing Anna Maria Island, Perico Island and 
North Longboat Key. Call, 941-794-0210 or 941-
778-5754.

SYLVESTER’S TREE SERVICE “help” ease traffi c, 
call us now for large and small removals, trimming 
and stump grinding before hurricane and bridge 
work begins. Licensed and insured. Don, 941-545-
0160, or Brad, 941-730-0001.

LITTLE HELPER: COOKING, cleaning, errands, 
shopping, appointments, etc. References, fl exible 
schedule. Call Jeanne, 941-795-4151.

SERVICES Continued

HABLA ESPANOL? LEARN to communicate in 
Spanish. Hourly lessons at your home. Call, 941-
383-4332.

NIKI’S NOOKS AND CRANIES. I will do house-
keeping, laundry, and errands or pet sitting for you. 
Cell, 941-592-8684.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs cov-
ered! Print work: logos brochures, brand identity. Web 
design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon at Smashcat 
Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

We’ve gone wireless!  Enjoy a 
free wireless internet connection 
when you visit The Islander and 
Ooh La La!  Password: Islander
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2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

941-778-2115 • 1-877-346-7711

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

BEACHFRONT 
REAL ESTATE 

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

201 Gulf DrD ive ee N., Bradenton Beeacaach

941-778-2115 • 1-8877777-3346-7711

Fractional Ownership 

Pre-Construction 
pricing starting at

$64,500 
2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH

(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 - VILLAGE GREEN END UNIT Corner dead-end 
quiet street. Large rooms,  great space & fl ow. Double garage 
with storm reinforced door. D model with NEW ROOF, screened, 
oversized Lanai. Non-evac. zone. Penny Bray (941) 795-6685. 
#560335. $205,000

 A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulf Front lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar white sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, 
see the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett (941) 778-2246. #504998. $1,199,000

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West style home on sailboat 
water. Boat lift, open fl oor plan, 4 car garage,workout room & 30’ 
screened balcony. Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett (941) 778-2246. 
#520397. $929,000

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT - Panoramic views from this charm-
ing 2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. 
Dock & vertical lift, htd. pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan (941) 778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000

DIRECT MANATEE RIVER FRONT RESIDENCE WITH PANORAMIC 
VIEWS. Located on the South Shore of the river close to down-
town and I-75. House on 2 buildable lots,  90’ river frontage 
and over 13,500 SF each. Dave Moynihan (941) 778-2246. 
#563551. $745,000

WATERFRONT 4BD/3BA on 1.2 acres of privacy! Pond w/manmade 
beach, Tiki hut, fi re pit. Deep water dock to service a 70 ft. vessel, 
lift, double jet ski dock. 1 mi from Gulf Beaches. Jennifer Sum-
meralls (941) 322-1661. #572746. $1,599,000

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA residence on Deep Water Canal w/
short walk to beach. Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, newer 
master suite, large covered porch and 21x17 workshop. Dave 
Moynihan (941) 778-2246. #572802. $749,000

ISLAND LOT - Exceptional Holmes Beach home site with potential for 
fabulous Gulf views and short stroll to beach. Zoned single family. 
David Moynihan (941) 720-0089. #572795. $499,000

KEY ROYALE Beautiful corner lot with large 
boat basin. Completely updated 2BR/2BA 
home with heated. pool. New kitchen with 
Cherry wood cabinets & Corian countertops, 
marble fl oors. Deborah Thrasher (941) 778-
2246. #573998. $899,000

VALUE IS IN 2 LOTS only a few 100 yds.from 
Gulf. Beautiful street & beach access. Build 2 
homes or remodel cottage & live in paradise. 
2BR/1.5BA . Karen Day (941) 778-2246. 
#573537. $849,000

EXQUISITE Gulf views & luxury amenities. 
3BR/2.5BA. Crown Moldings accent high 
ceilings & open plan. Granite countertops 
& stainless appl. Designer perfect furnish-
ings. Karen Day (941) 778-2246. #551496. 
$1,599,000

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS  Now available 
several 1 or 2BR units, Bay front, pool side & 
other views.Some updated Phone for details. 
Park like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. 
On site rentals. Priced $229,000 - $449,000. 
(941) 778-2246.

PERICO ISLAND Beautiful Custom Built-
3BR/2BA Patio home offering 2,040 sq.ft. 
open fl oor plan. Furnished deluxe kitchen, 
baths & lovely lake views. Looks like a brand 
new home. David Moynihan (941) 720-0089. 
#556627. $375,000

DIRECT GULF FRONT 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous views. This top fl oor end unit is 
offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals 
permitted. Dave Moynihan (941) 720-0089. 
#567192. $599,500

Horseshoe news
 Three teams battled it out after pool play in the 
March 19 horseshoe action at the Anna Maria City Hall 
pits. The fi rst playoff match saw Herb Puryear and Ron 
Brousseau defeat the team of Sam Samuels and Art 
Kingstead by a 23-19 score. But they were smoked 
in the championship match by a 22-3 score from Leo 
Hutton and Gene Bobeldyk.
 Paul Sheatler and Norm Good outlasted 15 teams to 
capture the March 15 horseshoe games. They defeated 
Debbie and Tom Rhodes in the fi nals by a 24-8 margin. 
Sheatler and Good advanced to the fi nals by defeating 
Rod Bussey and Bob Lee 21-18 in round one and then 
matched that score in their victory over Bob Mason and 
Bob Hawks in round two. The Rhodes advanced to the 
fi nals on the strength of a 22-10 win over Herb Puryear 
and Adin Shank.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men teed it up March 19 
for an 18-hole, two-best-balls-of-foursome match. 
The team of Jim Dickinson, Gerry Taylor and Bob 
Soos carded 114 to edge Ben Spillane, Earl Ritchie, 
Bill Melvin and Gino DiClemente by one shot for fi rst 
place. Bob Elliott, Hal Sears, Neil Hammer and Jim 
Thorton fi nished with 116 to land in third place.
 The men played a nine-hole, individual-low-net 
game on St. Paddy’s Day. Neil Hammer fi red a 4-un-
der-par 28 to claim clubhouse bragging rights for the 
day. Three players — Chuck Reed, Harold Sears and 
Don Ledford — tied for second place with 2-under 30 
totals. Third place went to Pieter Thomassen, who shot 
a 1-under 31.
 The women let the men play along on their day on 
the course in a March 14 match that was a best-ball-
of-foursome game. The team of Mariam Mulroy, Tom 
Warda and Al Morgan carded a 9-under-par 23 to win 
the day’s proceedings. Second place went to the team 
of Frankie Smith-Williams, Joyce Brown, Fred Meyer 
and Hal Sears with 25.
 Sears helped his team out with a chipin on number 
fi ve, while Jim Finn and Tom Warda also had chipins 
on the day.
 Your sports news and photos are welcome at The 
Islander. E-mail your information to news@islander.
org or drop by the offi ce in the Island Shopping Center, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

In the contest
Liz Briede, Anna Maria residents 
Don and Helen Wahls, Marty Briede, 
Carol and Bob Nieberding, Marcy 
Schweitzer, Linda and Gil Wallander, 
John Heckerd, Joan Feldkamp, 
Ruth and Jack Gulden, Peggy and 
Gary Grossweiler and June Heckerd 
gather recently to launch the quest 
for the “Slightly Tarnished Golf” 
award. The prize is awarded among 
the circle of friends — golfi ng bud-
dies but not pros. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Marty Briede

Zachary Facheris takes a face off for his Gulf 
Coast Flames under-12 hockey team.

Anna Maria Island 
Little League schedule

Juniors
7 p.m. April 10 Islanders vs. JR1
  @G.T. Bray

Majors
7:30 p.m. March 27 Islanders vs. Bonefi sh
  Grill@Field 1
7:30 p.m. April 7 Horizon Bank vs. 
  Islanders@AMICC

Minors
6:30 p.m. March 27 Spagnola Auto vs.
  Surf Shop@AMICC
6:30 p.m. April 8 Wood Dock vs. 
  Surf Shop@AMICC
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Search up and down these Islands and you will not fi nd a more spectacular setting and home than this.  With three bedrooms 
and 3 baths, this updated beach house has it all.  More than 1400 sq. ft. of deck for entertaining,  a 16 x 32 heated pool with 
a big poolside cabana and changing room.  Large pergola parking.  Coconut trees galore and mature landscaping to provide 
total privacy.  A gated retreat with Island charm.  $3,600,000.

FABULOUS GULF FRONT ESTATE

INCMike Norman Realty 31O1 GULF DR HOLMES BEACH
800-367-1617 • 941-778-6696

www. mikenormanrealty.comSince 1978

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just Just 
visitingvisiting

paradise?paradise?

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Goerg
relocates
Dr. Kathleen Goerg, Hil-
lary Edester and Lauren 
Dipolito of Island Chiro-
practic stand in front of 
their new offi ce at 6000 
Marina Drive in the 
Agnelli Offi ce Building 
across from the fi re sta-
tion. The offi ce relocated 
from East Bay Drive. 
For more information, 
contact Island Chiro-
practic at 941-778-0722. 
Islander Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

 The Business Card Exchange pro-
gram of the Anna Maria Island Cham-
ber of Commerce will convene at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 26, at the Acqua 
Aveda Spa and Salon in the Tidemark 
Shoppes at 5311 Gulf Drive in Holmes 
Beach. The complex is adjacent to Wacho-
via Bank.
 Amy Welch of Acqua Aveda will host 
the event, which will have food catered 
by Harry’s Continental Kitchen. Bacardi 
will also be on hand to offer Mojito cock-
tails.
 A number of door prizes will be 
offered, including a three-month member-
ship in AMI Fitness and coupons for spa 
treatments at Acqua Aveda.
 For more information, call 941-778-
1541.

East meets west
 Tricia Graziano of Island Acupunc-
ture and Body and Sol at 9805 Gulf Drive 
adjacent to Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the 
Old IGA in Anna Maria has added a new 
service to the spa.
 It’s a unique anti-aging facelift treat-
ment that combines Eastern traditional 
medicine with Western technology.
 The non-invasive technique is used 
to stimulate collagen and increase muscle 
tone, while also rejuvenating the skin, said 
Tricia.
 Tricia uses acupressure techniques, 
while licensed esthetician Christi Sabella 
uses new facial-care technology to 
“provide the ultimate in anti-aging skin 
care,” Tricia said.
 For more information on Body and 
Sol, call 941-650-5441.

Fantasy cruise benefi ts American Legion
Terry Willis of the American Legion Kirby Stewart Post No. 24 accepts a check 
from Fantasy Travel’s Teresa Margraf and Greg Witham of the Legion accepts a 
check from Fantasy Travel president Ben Mixter. The post raised more than $3,000 
with the second annual fundraising cruise. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Setting sail
Karen and Jim 
Archer are the new 
owners of Fun and 
Sun Parasail in 
Bradenton Beach. 
The couple, along 
with sons Matt and 
Andrew, recently 
moved from Min-
nesota to Anna 
Maria Island. For 
more information, 
call 941-795-1000. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose

Chamber biz network event today at Acqua Aveda
Bridge 
Street 

Farmer’s 
Market 

Saturday
 T h e  B r i d g e 
Street Farmer’s 
Market will open 
outdoors at 8 a.m., Saturday, March 29, 
on Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach.
 Sponsored by the Bridge Street Mer-

chants Associa-
tion, the market 
will feature a wide 
variety of produce 
and organic prod-
ucts for sale, in 
addition to plants, 
baked goods, hand-
made products and 
refreshments.

 Face-painting will be available for 
youngsters and island-style music will be 
provided throughout the day.

 Chef Patrick Bowles of the Beach-
House Restaurant and Chef Darrell Mizell 
of the Sun House Restaurant will both 
be on hand for a cooking exhibition and 
to provide free food samples to those in 
attendance.
 Shoppers are asked to bring an envi-
ronmentally friendly bag to hold their pur-
chases.
 For more information on the market, 
call Caryn Hodge at 941-778-8705.

Chapae celebrates 
anniversary
Pat Slusser of Chapae celebrates the 
store’s 10th anniversary. The store is 
at 101 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria. For 
more information, call 941-778-6728. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose



THE ISLANDER  MARCH 26, 2008  31

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
SERVICES Continued

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

CRUSHED WASHED SHELL delivered and spread, 
For all your hauling needs, call David Bannigan. 
941-504-7045.

ECONOMY TREE TRIMMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. Cell 941-951-1833.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A 
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates. 
941-544-8658.

LIGHTHOUSE PROPERTY INNOVATIONS - home 
improvement experts! Tile, paint, carpentry and 
more, no job is too small. Please call Chris, 941- 
266-7500. 

LIGHT CARPENTRY AND home repairs, deck 
repairs, dock repairs. Retired tradesman and Island 
resident. Call Steve Doyle, 941-778-1708.
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ANSWERS TO MAR. 26 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 25 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

RENTALS

BOAT LIFT: NORTH end Anna Maria. Easy access 
to bay and Gulf. $350/month. 941-778-2778.

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrockrentals.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and 
out. Available April 1. Call 813-245-0428.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $875/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

COUPLE SEEKING 2BR/2BA condominium on 
beach for annual rental. Call 800-456-9646, or 
e-mail stanleyelectric@verizon.net.

ANNUAL GROUND-LEVEL 2BR/1BA duplex. 
Fridge, stove, washer, dryer, screened lanai, large 
yard. Pets considered, near community center and 
short walk to Gulf. $975/month. 941-896-6398.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH duplex, 2BR/2BA, 
garage, screened lanai. Quiet area. No pets. $950/
month. 941-776-1789.

MARTINIQUE SOUTH 2BR/2BA very nicely fur-
nished. Lanai, full ocean/beach view, garage. Two-
month minimum. 423-884-2598.

TEMPORARY OR ANNUAL: 2/BR modern duplex with 
porch. Block to beach. $845/month. 941-807-5449.

RENTALS Continued

1BR/1BA FURNISHED. 55-plus, no pets. $650/
month. Call 941-387-5343.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA, two blocks to the beach, one 
block to bay. Large kitchen, tile and carpet. $810/
month. 941-922-2473 or 941-928-3880.

LARGE LUXURY WATERFRONT condo with bal-
cony, porch, corian and many upgrades. Includes 
water and cable TV. $985/month. 941-807-5449.

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES LIC# CBC1253145SINCE 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths • Room Additions

Jack Emory
705-0913

Ted Geeraerts
730-5045

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Snow 
White of the 
Seven Dwarf 
litter, female, 
Shar Pei/
Jack Russell 
mix, 12 weeks 
old, spayed/

microchipped, $200. Call Julie at SunCoast 
Real Estate, 941-779-0202, or for more 
adoptables, call Manatee Humane Society, 
941-747-8808.

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

 MANGROVE TRIMMING 

DOCK & DREDGE PERMITTING 

SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT

Call 941-722-0901 
1523 8th Ave. W., Suite B Palmetto, FL www.Ecoconsultants.net

D

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

Island Limousine 
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  Licensed • Insured • Fully Permitted

Save Your Sea Wall 
with 

INJECTEC 
Our Polyurethane Foam 
• Stabilizes Soil 
• Seals Leaks 
• Stops Gushing Water
• Prevents Erosion 
• Environmentally Friendly 

Insured 

10 Years 
Experience 

 Environment

1
EEEEEEEEx

Call for FREE 
consultation 

941.526.9425

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com
941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

Reach more than 
20,000 people 

weekly with your 
ad –for as little as 

$12!
Call

778-7978

www.islander.org

DRS
DRS 
CONSTRUCTION 
INC

941-798-3112

8008 SECOND AVE. W. • BRADENTON FL 34209

DAVID 
SPICER

STATE CERTIFIED 
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

CBC 059098
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RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA across from 
the beach. No ets $550/month, plus deposit and 
references. 941-778-1285.

LONGBOAT KEY PENTHOUSE 3BR/3.5BA. Seven 
rooms. Roof-top courtyard with pond. Four Har-tru 
tennis courts, pool, gym. Luxury! May-December 
$5,500/month. Three-month minimum. Owners 941-
400-8547.

BRADENTON WATER ACCESS, 3BR/2BA ranch. 
Beautifully furnished, private yard, private dock, 
community beach, pool, clubhouse. June, July, 
August. $12,000. Owners 941-400-8547

1BR/1BA ANNUAL. $700/month, heated pool, 
washer and dryer, fenced, carport, yard care, 
water, sewer and trash included First fl oor 202-A 
Haverkos Court. Pets OK. Reference and lease. 
941-720-1006.

VACATION RENTALS: APRIL thru October. Perico 
Bay Club 2BR/2BA $1,500/month. Palma Sola 
2BR/2BA townhouse, $599/week. Northwest Bra-
denton 3BR/2BA home $599/week. Condo 1BR/1BA 
pool $799/month. Realtor, 941-756-1090.

ANNUALS: LARGE 2BR/2BA Key Royale home 
with garage! $1,400/month plus utilities. 2BR/2BA 
stilt duplex with large storage area and carport, 
$1000/month plus utilities. Nice furnished 2BR/2BA 
Holmes Beach duplex for rent until Jan. 1, 2009! 
$1,000/month plus utilities. Call Sue at An Island 
Place Realty, 941-779-9320.

1BR/1BA STEPS to the beach. 112 52nd Street, 
Holmes Beach. $775/month. 941-746-8666.

EXCEPTIONALLY NICE, SPACIOUS 2BR/2BA. Ele-
vated unfurnished apartment with sundeck. Cortez/
Bradenton Beach area. $1,295/month includes utili-
ties, basic cable, garage and use of laundry. 941-
761-2725.

2BR/2BA BAYFRONT VILLA with fabulous view. 
Available April 2008. Non-smoking. $1,000-$1,200/
month. 941-224-6521.

ANNUAL SAN REMO canalfront 2BR/1BA end unit. 
Washer/dryer, furnished with or without boat dock 
and lift. 941-807-3244.

HOMES BEACH ANNUAL rental, 2BR/2BA, large 
utility room with washer and dryer. First, last and 
security, plus utilities. 941-779-2265.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

BEAN POINT GROUND fl oor, granite tops, stain-
less-steel appliances. 3BR/2.5BA. Weekly, holiday 
weekends. 201-327-8291.

PERICO BAY CLUB: Villa, turnkey furnished. 
2BR/2BA summer rental $1,500. Palma Sola 
2BR/2BA townhouse, $1,400 with boat dock. Real-
tor, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex in 
Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block to beach. 
$950/month. Pets considered. 941-725-2549.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA redecorated. Annual, 
$750/month, furnished. Most utilities paid. Call 941-
758-9133.

SEASONAL/MONTHLY: 2BR/2BA deluxe condo. 
Golf, tennis and pool. Close to beaches and shop-
ping. 941-761-8178.

SEASONAL: BEAUTIFUL GOUND-level single-fam-
ily home. 2BR/1BA or 3BR/2BA with living room, 
family room, washer/dryer and carport. Block to the 
beach in Anna Maria. 813-690-9762.

ANNUALS RENTALS: 2BR/2BA Island duplex, $950. 
2BR/2BA Perico Island condo, $1,400. 3BR/2BA 
northwest Bradenton home, $1,350. Anna Maria 
Gulf Coast Properties, 941-782-5609.

ANNUAL RENTAL, 2BR/1BA unfurnished.  50-feet 
from the beach.  Best view of the water in Anna 
Maria. $1,050.00/month, plus deposit. Call Jenny, 
941-201-9184 or 941-779-0322.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

ANNUAL 3BR/2BA HOUSE in west Bradenton. 
Charm, character and great yard. Seven miles to 
beach. $1,150/month. 941-750-0051.

2BR/2BA ANNUAL Bradenton Beach elevated 
duplex. Garage plus covered parking. Nonsmok-
ing, small pets considered. Close to beach. $950/
month. 480-586-4074.

VACATION RENTAL AVAILABLE now. Sandpiper 
co-op, 55-plus, 2BR/1BA. $1,250/month, available 
weekly also. Call, 941-920-0902.

THE POINTE AT Mariner’s Cove, 3BR/2BA condo. 
Fabulous water views, garage 65-foot boat slip. 941-
761-4153.

PEACEFUL LIVING! ANNUAL 2BR/1.5BA Holmes 
Beach. Block from beach. Laundry room. $900/
month. 917-225-1231 or 772-388-0691.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

¤ Bayside Banquet Hall ¤
Located on beautiful Sarasota Bay

weddings • receptions • events
4628 119th St. W. in Historic Cortez Village

(941) 798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com
¤ Featuring a Tiki Bar and Patio ¤
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE Continued

WATERFRONT ON MANATEE River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

FOR SALE: PINES Trailer Park, unit 67, Midge Court. 
Remodeled 2007. Asking $55,000. 631-258-7722.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR 
per side. 3,500 sf. Block to the beach. $419,900. 
941-807-5449.

SAVE 9,000 NOW! New Chariot Park model homes 
$5,000 off. Your choice 1BR/1BA or 2BR/2BA fur-
nished plus $99 lot rent for two years adds over 
$4,000 more in savings. Winterset rResort, 8515 
US 41 N. Palmetto, FL 34221, 941-722-4884. Ask 
for Vickie Winn, Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. www.
wintersetrvresort.com

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $499,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

LOWEST PRICES EVER offered in building! Club 
Bamboo South, small effi ciency with balcony over-
looking the Gulf. Nightly rental income. Must sell, 
$299,999. Call Pete, 773-472-7440. 

CANALFRONT 3BR/2BA Gulf access, boatlift, 
caged pool. Two miles to island beaches. $399,999. 
941-779-2143.

ANNA MARIA CITY, historical 2BR/3BA or 1BR/2BA 
plus 2BR/1BA guest. Screened porch, workshop, 
carport, patio, shade and fruit trees and fl owers. 
Very private. Wheel-chair friendly. New aluminum 
roof. Handyman special. $659,000. 941-778-9217.

BRADENTON BEACH 2BR/1BA home. 106 23nd St., 
Bradenton Beach. 48 Steps to Gulf. Completely remod-
eled, reduced! Brokers OK. $368,900. 941-896-5530. 

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $310,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $439,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Starting at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. 
Call for a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, 
Sandra Lee LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

GULFFRONT CONDO, Holmes Beach 1-2BR totally 
remodeled, stainless-steel appliances. Two pools, 
carport, fabulous beach, Tommy Bahama furnished. 
$299,900. 616-540-4343.

TIMESHARE FOR SALE – Tortuga Beach Club – 
weeks 24 and 25, June 13 thru June 27, 2008. On 
the beach, fi ve stars, Sanibel Island. Call for price: 
561-791-9010.

THE POINTE AT Mariners Cove: Waterfront 3BR/2BA 
condo with a deep-water dock and huge, private 
garage. Open plan offers private elevator entry, fi re-
place, wet bar, three lanais. Reduced $250,000. Call 
Barbara Jennings, Michael Saunders & Company. 
941-773-0180. Open 1-4p.m., Sunday, March 9

REAL ESTATE Continued

CANAL HOUSE FOR sale. 941-779-1013.

WATERFRONT ISLAND HOME 3BR/2BA. Pool spa, 
boat dock, $799,000 or best offer. Remodeled and 
furnished. Take over payments with $50,000 down. 
Call owner/agent direct, 941-356-1456. Don’t miss 
this island opportunity.

NORTHWEST BRADENTON ISLAND alternative, 
minutes to beach. No fl ood zone, no association 
fee. 3BR/2BA remodeled home with oversized two-
car garage. Boat parking, fenced yard. $299,000. 
Owner/agent, 941-356-1456.

100 STEPS TO beach. 2BR/1BA open plan. Nicely 
furnished. $249,000 or best offer. Real Estate Mart, 
941-756-1090.

NEAL COMMUNITY 5BR/3BA, 3,000-sf home. 
Many upgrades. $700,000, now $619,000 or best 
offer. Realtor, 941-356-1456.

Beautiful 1BR/1.5BA, 900-sf condo with heated 
pool. 2727 75th St. W., Bradenton. Short sale price 
$82,000! Call Mike Faber with Remax Alliance 941-
504-6345.

GULFFRONT BARGAIN! 2BR/2BA with Gulf views 
in a building on the beach. Carport just outside, 
elevator, clubhouse, tennis and heated pool. Only 
$439,000, plus maintenance fees paid for one year! 
Call Gail Tutewiler, PA, Wedebrock Real Estate, 
941-705-0227.

PALMA SOLA BAY 3BR/2.5BA 1.5 car garage, 
in-ground pool. Completely remodeled. New and 
updated. Five minutes to beach. Tile and hardwood 
fl oors. See to appreciate. 941-794-5721.

BEACHFRONT CONDO FOR sale. 941-779-
1013.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 
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Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.DiscoverAnnaMaria .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

200 Gulf Dr. S, #8  
Luxury beachfront condo. 
Only six left! Excellent loca-
tion, call for details!

Palm Isle Village
300 ft to beach, beautiful 
Hemingway style cottages 
with pool and roof top patio. 
Designer furnished.

From the $450’s

Palm Isle Village 
3208 6th St.
Adorable beach cottage.  Beau-
tifully fi nished and furnished! 
Just steps to beach!  

5616 Gulf Dr. 
Gulf front condo in Gulf Shores. 
3BR/2BA cathedral ceilings, 
screened lanai and amazing 
views!  

$779,000

SOLDPENDING

PENDING PENDING

 

100 36th St  
Luxurious and private gulf front 
villa with 3BR/3BA on Holmes 
Beach.  Designer furnished in a 
British West Indies style.

102 36th St  
Amazing full gulf views from 
this 3BR/3BA condo on Holmes 
Beach.  Luxurious finishes through-
out.

SKY Sotheby’s Spring
Portfolio Auction

April 11, 2008
 Buyer registration is underway!

Call Terry Hayes for information about
properties for sale and to register.

Many going absolute!

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NORTH CAROLINA GATED lakefront community. 
150 miles of shoreline and great mountain views. 
Call now, 800-709-5253.

LOG CABIN only $69,900. Lake access with free 
boat slips. Own the dream! New 2,128 sf log-cabin 
package at spectacular 160,000-acre recreational 
lake! Paved road, underground utilities, excellent 
fi nancing. Call now 800-704-3154, ext 1752.

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS two-plus acres 
with great view, very private, big trees, waterfalls, 
large public lake nearby, $49,500. Call now, 866-
789-8535.

SEVEN WOODED ACRES with 2,100-sf. log home 
package. Easy access to Intracoastal Waterway. 
County-road frontage with utilities! $89,900! Call 
now 866-950-5263, ext. 103.

GORGEOUS LAKEFRONT property in Michigan. 
Visit www.hiddenharborlakelots.com. 231-972-
0360

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY All real estate 
advertising herein is subject to the Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination Familial status includes children 
under age of 18 living with parents or legal custodi-
ans, pregnant women and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD toll-free at (800) 669-9777, 
for the hearing impaired (0) (800) 543-8294.

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244

Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

5309 Gulf  Drive  •  Holmes  Beach
www.gul fbayreal ty.com

Short Sale
204 71st Street Holmes 
Beach, 2BR/2BA with 
1/1 efficiency, tropi-
cal pool, very close to 
the beach, 1 car garage. 
Make offer!

Sandy Pointe
-Upstairs unit 2BR/2BA 
p e e k s  o f  t h e  b a y, 
covered parking, close to 
everything, pool, turnkey 
furnished $279,000
-1st fl oor beauty, 2BR/2BA, 
pool, no rental restrictions, 
1000 sq ft, storage, $3000 
credit to buyer $250,000

Imperial House
Gulf View 2BR/2BA condo 
in 55+ community, assigned 
parking, pool, gulf to bay com-
plex, furnished, $324,900

PENDING

PENDING

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

Sandy Rich Realty

REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 
or e-mail 
piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna 
Maria Island. $299,000.

PERICO BAY CLUBKEY ROYALE
I m m a c u l a t e ,  u p d a t e d 
3BR/3BA home on deep water 
canal. New dock with 5000 
lb. boat lift.  Heated pool. 
Storm shutters. New roof, 
plumbing, electric, windows, 
d o o r s  a n d  a p p l i a n c e s . 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  
$850,000.
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