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Company-cities negotiate cell contract
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 While wireless communications provider NextG 
Networks of Virginia has not yet submitted a formal 
application to any Island city to build a cell tower, com-
pany executive Robert Delsman said NextG is near to 
signing a contract with a carrier to provide wireless 
communications on Anna Maria Island and Longboat 
Key.
 Delsman said he could not reveal the name of the 
carrier, but would make that announcement as soon as 
the contract is signed.

 In preparation for an actual agreement, NextG sent 
each Island city and Longboat Key a form letter two 
weeks ago announcing it intends to fi le a formal appli-
cation to construct wireless communications facilities 
in the respective cities.
 NextG utilizes a distributive antenna system (DAS) 
that is essentially a small piece of relay equipment that 
attaches to an existing utility pole to forward the wire-
less signal to the next antenna and, eventually, to the 
customer.
 “Out intention is to deploy in this area,” Delsman 
said. 

He said the letter sent to the cities was a form letter 
required by federal law requesting information on a 
city’s wireless communications facilities ordinance. If 
a city does not yet have such an ordinance or wireless 
communications facilities plan, Delsman said, the letter 
“puts a city on notice” that it needs to have such an 
ordinance or plan in place to conform to federal law.
 Delsman made it clear that NextG is not an “end-
user,” but is contracted by fi rms such as Nextel, Veri-
zon, AT&T and Sprint to construct the equipment that 

The National Weather Service issued high surf advi-
sories warning of strong west and northwest winds 
creating hazardous conditions for Anna Maria Island 
on March 8. Such notices sent a couple of surfers out 
to ride the waves in the Gulf near the Sandbar Res-
taurant in Anna Maria. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Wild weather weekend …Wild weather weekend …

PLEASE SEE CELL, NEXT PAGE

Hold remains on building permits in Holmes Beach 
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Holmes Beach continues to turn away applica-
tions for building permits in the fl oodplain while the 
city’s ordinance governing such construction gets an 
update.
 “It’s everything in the fl oodplain,” said building 
offi cial Bill Saunders, assistant superintendent of the 
city’s public works department. “We’ve had several 
contractors who would like to continue with their proj-
ects but until this is resolved — no.”
 Federal Emergency Management Agency offi cials 
paid a visit to the city at the city’s invite — Holmes 
Beach is working to bring up its rating in the National 
Flood Insurance Program so property owners enjoy 
lower insurance rates.
 “We were trying to improve our standing,” Saun-
ders said.
 A chief concern during the visit was construction 
work at a home on 83rd Street and the city’s rules and 
guidelines for renovations below the fl oodplain.
 “As is the case with all communities that par-
ticipate in the National Flood Insurance Program, 
FEMA is concerned that floodplain management 
is occurring as agreed and according to Section 
44 of the Code of Federal Regulations and local 
ordinance requirements,” said Jody Cottrill in 
external affairs with FEMA’s Atlanta headquar-
ters. “In Holmes Beach, there was an indication 
that something may be out of conformance with 
requirements.”
 FEMA allows for ground-level homes to be remod-

eled up to 50 percent of the structure’s market value. 
In the simplest form, a home valued at $300,000 can 
undergo a $150,000 renovation and the living space can 
remain at the ground level.
 But the application of the 50 percent policy is not 
simple, Saunders stressed. Property owners may hire 
an independent assessor to provide a value to be used 
in the calculation or the formula can use a market value 
based on the property assessor’s amount plus 20 per-
cent.
 FEMA, Saunders observed, doesn’t always agree 
with the values used in the application of the 50 percent 
policy. Lately the diffi culty has come with the sky-
rocketing values of property — cement-block cottages 
valued at $80,000 as recently as eight years ago selling 
for $500,000.
 The building permit hold was enacted at the request 
of Mayor Rich Bohnenberger during a Feb. 12 city 
commission meeting.
 Commissioners endorsed a review of the city’s 
regulations pertaining to construction in the fl oodplain 
and put a hold on granting “any application, petition 
or request which concerns the location, construction, 
reconstruction or improvement of buildings or struc-
tures within the fl ood hazard areas of the city.”
 “The ‘moratorium’ was enacted because Holmes 
Beach was concerned that their permitting proce-
dures and resulting development weren’t appropri-
ately addressing fl ood risk reduction. The enactment 
of the moratorium was strictly the city’s option and 
FEMA had nothing to do with this local action,” said 
Cottrill.

 The city attorney currently is comparing Holmes 
Beach’s fl oodplain regulations with model ordinances 
from state and federal governments, as well as an ordi-
nance enacted in Longboat Key.
 “FEMA is working with Holmes Beach to assure 
that identifi ed ordinance defi ciencies are rectifi ed,” 
Cottrill confi rmed.
 “We’d like to be in step up and down the coast,” 
Saunders said, adding that Holmes Beach offi cials may 
talk with Anna Maria and Bradenton Beach offi cials 
about “getting on the same page.”
 “We’re going to come out all right, it’s just a slow 
down in things,” Saunders said. “We have been very 
timely in issuing permits out here. Now, it’s just going 
to take longer.”
 For now, work has stopped at the home on 83rd 
Street and attorneys and the government are discussing 
whether new construction must be torn down.
 “Our attorney is working with FEMA on that,” 
Saunders said, adding that no decisions have been made 
about the fate of the project.
 Meanwhile, the Holmes Beach building department 
is not accepting applications for substantial improve-
ments — remodeling or reconstruction work — on 
structures at the ground level.
 FEMA has raised questions about the process in 
Manatee County and St. Petersburg.
 “FEMA has similar concerns — in a broad 
sense — with all NFIP participating communities,” 
Cottrill said. “There are a few similar issues in the 
area that are currently being addressed by each com-
munity.”
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will provide the wireless signal.
 While different equipment is available to relay a 
wireless signal, Delsman indicated that many DAS 
systems use a panel antenna that might be 18-36 
inches in height and just a few inches wide, depend-
ing upon the quality and strength of the signal required 
and the aesthetics involved. The panel is attached to an 
existing pole and no cell tower is required, he empha-
sized.
 Delsman said he had no time frame on when a con-
tract would be fi nalized and signed. Once a contract 
is in place, however, he said NextG would establish 
general guidelines for completion of the system, from 
permitting through design, construction and installa-
tion. NextG has a Web site at www.nextgnetworks.net
for more information on its products, services and 
operations.
 Verizon Wireless previously has indicated a desire 
to build a facility in Anna Maria, but each effort has 
been thwarted, either through public opposition or lack 
of a suitable location. 
  Last year, Verizon Wireless was interested in the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center as a location, 
but the Center’s board backed off pursuit of a con-
tract after a number of its donors indicated they would 
withdraw their pledges if the Center proceeded with 
such a plan.
 

NextG meets next with Holmes Beach
 Officials with NextG wireless communications 
company along with Holmes Beach building offi cial 
staff and city attorney Patricia Petruff, were scheduled 
to meet March 12 prior to the city commission meeting 
to discuss the company’s effort to apply for a instal-
lation of a wireless communications antenna system 
using a distributive antenna system (DAS) in Holmes 
Beach.
 The company had not yet scheduled a similar 
meeting with offi cials in Anna Maria, but a company 
spokesperson said it plans to meet as soon as possible 
with city offi cials from each Island city and Longboat 
Key to discuss applying for a wireless communications 
facility.

ManaSota-88 seeks development moratorium
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A regional environmental group wants Manatee 
County commissioners to implement a temporary 
development moratorium in coastal zones.
 ManaSota-88, the nonprofi t group that joined in 
a fi ght against a high-rise fi xed-span bridge to Anna 
Maria and the development of high-rise residences on 
Perico Island, issued the call to the county commis-
sion.
 The county currently is reviewing a proposed 
amendment to its comprehensive plan regarding the 
coastal zone in the future land-use map. The proposed 

changes are intended to bring the county into compli-
ance with recommendations from a coastal high-hazard 
committee created in 2005 by executive order of Gov. 
Jeb Bush.
 The proposed amendment would replace the 
“Coastal Storm Vulnerability Area Overlay” in the map 
with the “Coastal High Hazard Area Overlay.”
 The basic policy would not change, especially in 
regards to Anna Maria Island. With the inclusion of 
a Category 1 storm surge line in the amended map, 
the overlay district would be extended beyond previ-
ous boundaries — moving slightly eastward between 
Ninth Avenue Northwest and 17th Avenue Northwest 
in Bradenton. Northwest Bradenton has an area that 
would be included in the CHHA district, the county-
owned Geraldson Farm and Robinson Preserve, as well 
as areas near Palma Sola Bay and Sarasota Bay. Also, 
more land would be included in the CHHA east of the 
Braden River, north of State Road 64 and west of Inter-
state 75.
 But as the county considers the plan amendment, 
ManaSota-88 would like offi cials to take up two addi-
tional proposals that could impact the Island.
 ManaSota-88 recommended that the county com-
mission include in the amendment a requirement that 
hurricane evacuation times be disclosed to potential 
renters or buyers of a property.
 “A hurricane-evacuation time notifi cation to pro-
spective buyers and tenants should be mandatory on 
real estate documents,” read a statement from Mana-
Sota-88, an organization with which the Island-based 
Save Anna Maria Inc. is considering a merger.
 ManaSota-88 also proposed that the county enact 
a temporary development moratorium on all lands in 
the CHHA. “The people of Manatee County were lucky 
in 2006 and 2007,” ManaSota-88 stated. “There were 
no direct land-falling hurricanes. However, it is almost 
inevitable a major hurricane will hit our area in the 
future. Yet, little consideration is given to this problem 
when approving new development.”
 The organization will meet to discuss the proposals 
to the county and other issues at 3:15 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 19, at Bayfront Community Center, 803 N. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.

Not the future of cell towers
NextG wireless communications company indicated 
last week that its equipment is similar to a small 
panel attached to an existing utility pole and looks 
nothing like the cell tower at Smith Realtors on 
Marina Drive in Holmes Beach, or the cell tower 
atop the West Manatee Fire & Rescue District’s sta-
tion in the same city. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Cell towers again in forefront
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
March 13, 7 p.m., city commission work session.
March 18, 10 a.m., fi reworks task force meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
March 13, 5 p.m., planning and zoning board meet-
ing. Agenda: dogs and bikes on pier, dock repair.
March 18, 2 p.m., audit work meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
March 12, 7 p.m., Irrigation and Florida Yards meet-
ing.
March 14, 2 p.m., condominium recycling meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org

Of Interest
March 17, 3 p.m., Island Transportation & Planning 
Organization meeting. Agenda: Bridge openings, 
Anna Maria Island Bridge rehab and replacement 
study.
March 19, 7 p.m., coalition of barrier island elected 
offi cials meeting, Bradenton Beach City Hall.

Holiday Closures
Government offi ces in Anna Maria, Bradenton 
Beach, Holmes Beach and Longboat Key will be 
closed for Good Friday, March 21.

Press passes 
requested in 

Bradenton Beach
 City offi cials in Bradenton Beach have issued an 
edict that members of the media wear press credentials 
at meetings so they can be identifi ed. 
 The missive from city government states, “Braden-
ton Beach will require all press to wear identifi cation 
to any city meeting to identify who they are.”
 The action apparently is to distinguish media rep-
resentatives from citizens, and the public apparently 
has been vocal at some meetings.
 Police Chief Sam Speciale later backed down on his 
“order,” saying the identifi cation measure is a request 
and badges would not be required.

Isle goes green: AMI celebrates St. Pat’s Day

From across the Atlantic
The Irish Variety Show at St. Bernard Catholic Church March 2 features musicians Bernard McHugh from 
County Cavan, Michael Funge from Wexford, dancer Caroline Kelly, comic Barry Collins from County Cork 
and harpist Harriet Earis from Wales. The event raised money for the church’s new air-conditioning system. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Come one. Come all.
 The call has been issued for participants in the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade on Anna Maria Island, which will 
begin a day before the holiday at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 
16.
 Participation is open to anyone who wants to join in 
the march from Holmes Beach City Hall, 5701 Marina 
Drive, north to Palm Drive and then onto 79th Street.
 The parade, organized by Sean Murphy and the 
Beach Bistro, follows a St. Patrick’s Day tradition of 
open participation.
 The world’s first St. Patrick’s Day parade took 
place not in Ireland but in New York City on March 
17, 1762. The parade featured Irish soldiers serving in 
the English military.
 This year’s Island parade will feature Jim Gabaree 
as the marshal of honor. Gabaree is a World War II 
veteran who participated in the liberation of France, 
specifi cally the D-Day landing at Pointe du Hoc. On 
June 6, 1944, an international coalition attacked the 
Nazis in occupied France — fi ve beaches on the Nor-
mandy coast. There was a sixth naval landing, consid-
ered smaller and more dangerous than those at the main 
beaches, it was the landing at Pointe du Hoc.
 Other parade participants include bagpipers from 
Dunedin, Manatee High School Fiddlers, the Lakewood 
Ranch High Drum Line, the Braden River High March-
ing Band, the Island Hobbits musical group, musician 
Howie Banfi eld and Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Boh-
nenberger, who will lead the march. 
 An organizer also vowed, “Yes, there really is an 
elephant this year.”
 Parade participants will gather at Holmes Beach 
City Hall at about 2 p.m.
 The day after the parade, on March 17, the annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast with the singing of Irish 
tunes, the telling of Irish tales and the performance of 
Irish dance will take place at the Moose Lodge, 110 
Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach.
 The celebrating will begin at 9:30 a.m. for those 
with a ticket, which can be purchased at The Islander 
offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Newspaper 
publisher Bonner Joy is coordinating the event along 
with Cele VanWinkle and Sarah Maloney, wife of the 
late Holmes Beach City Commission and celebrated 
Irishman Don Maloney. Maloney, who died last year 
after battling cancer, started the breakfast.

 The entertainment will include the Ceili Dancers 
and proceeds from the event will go to Our Daily Bread, 
a volunteer organization to help the homeless.
 A breakfast highlight will be the naming of the 
Island’s Irishman of the Year.
 Also for St. Patrick’s Day, the Longboat Island 
Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, 
hosts an auction and dinner beginning at 5 p.m. Friday, 
March 14. The event will feature a corned beef and 
cabbage dinner and an auction that includes such items 
as a three-night vacation in Hyannis Port, a weeklong 
vacation in Maine, boat rides, dining certifi cates and 
antiques.

Churches schedule Holy Week services
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 A most solemn and signifi cant week in the Christian 
year begins with Palm Sunday, March 16, and Anna Maria 
Island churches have busier-than-usual schedules then. 
 The season climaxes with Sunrise Services on 
Easter Sunday morning, on both Anna Maria Island 
and neighboring Longboat Key. 
 The Holy Week schedule celebrating the Resurrec-
tion of Christ: 
 Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, Father Harry Parsell rector, 
phone 778-1638.
 Palm Sunday 7:30 a.m. Blessing of the Eucharist; 
9 and 11 a.m. Blessing of the Palms and distribution; 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 7 p.m. Holy 
Eucharist; 
 Maunday Thursday, 9:30 a.m. Eucharist and heal-
ing; 7 p.m Eucharist and foot washing; 8 p.m. to mid-
night Prayer Vigil in the Garden; 
 Good Friday 8 a.m. until noon Prayer Vigil; at 12  
noon liturgy. 
 Easter Sunday 7:30 a.m. Rite I of the Holy Eucharist; 
9 and 11 a.m. Rite II of the Holy Eucharist with choir. 
 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, Rev. Rosemary Backer pastor, phone 
778-1813. 
 Palm Sunday 8 and 10:30 a.m. worship services; 
 Maundy Thursday 7 p.m. I Am the Bread of Life 
continuing the I Am series presented through Lent;
 Good Friday noon and 7 p.m. worship services; 
 Saturday 5 p.m. Celebrate! contemporary service; 
 Easter Sunday 8 and 10:30 a.m. Resurrection of our 
Lord Festival worship with I Am the Resurrection and the 
Life concluding the I Am series presented through Lent. 
 St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor 

Drive, Holmes Beach, Rev. Father Robb Mongiello 
pastor, phone 778-4769. 
 Saturday 4 and 5:30 p.m. Mass; 
 Palm Sunday 8 and 10 a.m. and noon Mass; 
 Holy Thursday 7 p.m. Mass of the Last Supper;
 Good Friday noon Stations of the Cross; 3 p.m. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion; 
 Saturday 11 a.m. blessing of the food; 7:30 p.m. 
Easter Vigil Mass; 
 Easter Sunday 8 and 10 a.m. and 12 noon Mass. 
 Harvey Memorial Community Church, 300 
Church Ave., Bradenton Beach, Rev. Stephen King 
pastor, phone 779-1912. 
 Thursday 6 p.m. potluck supper and prayer. 
 Easter Sunday 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
Crosspointe Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, 
Rev. Dale Lawson pastor, phone 778-0719. 
 Saturday 10 a.m. Easter egg hunt with other 
churches at Virgil Mills elementary School, 7320 69th 
St., Palmetto; 
 Easter Sunday 9 a.m. worship service.
 Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., 
Anna Maria, Rev. Gary Batey pastor, phone 778-0414. 
 Palm Sunday 9 and 11 a.m. worship services; 
 Maundy Thursday 7 p.m. worship service in the 
Sanctuary, with a pageant portraying the Last Supper;
 Good Friday noon worship service in the Chapel; 
 Easter Sunday 9 and 11 a.m. worship service in the Sanctuary.
 Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Rev. Ken Gill, pastor, phone 383-6491.
 Palm Sunday 10 a.m. worship service; 
 Maundy Thursday 5:30 p.m. simple supper; 
 Good Friday 7 p.m. Tenebrae (darkness) service; 
 Easter Sunday 7 a.m. Sunrise Service at Bayfront 
Park; 10 a.m. worship service in the Chapel, with an 
Easter egg hunt for children at the service. 
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March fest: 
A breeze

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Linda Byrd went looking for a painting for her bed-
room — something “in a burnt orange.”
 Robbie Hendricks walked on the rain-soaked 
grass of the Holmes Beach recreational fi eld during 
the Springfest Fine Arts and Fine Crafts Show March 
8 seeking a seascape to hang in her cottage by the Gulf 
shore.
 And Denise Gordon, her hands holding down a 
scarf to protect her ears in a wild wind, was on the look 
out for shabby and chic, but also cheap.
 “I also just like to look at what artists are up to,” 
said Gordon of Bradenton. “I like the outdoor festivals 
because you really have contact with the artists. It’s not 
like a gallery, where everyone is fi ghting for the atten-
tion of one person.”
 The juried art show took place Saturday and 
Sunday in the fi eld in the 5800 block of Marina Drive. 
The event was organized by the Anna Maria Island Art 
League and raised money for the nonprofi t group’s pro-
grams and operations at 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. AMIAL’s events include the March 14-April 3 
student exhibit, which will feature the work of artists 
enrolled in the group’s classes. An opening reception 
for that exhibit will take place at 5:30 p.m. March 14.
 Some of the artists expected to participate in the 
exhibit could be found on the fi eld at Springfest.
 They and others studied the show’s paintings, glass, 
jewelry, pottery, sculpture, textiles, photography and 
woodwork as they went from one vendor to the next.
 Dozens of artists and craftspeople set up booths at 
the festival, which marked its 20th year on the Island. 
 The festival also featured “Young at Art,” a chil-
dren’s art exhibit, a raffl e of more than 50 items donated 
by the participating artists, Cajun and bluegrass music 
and festival food fare.
 Clifton Andersen speculated that if he was home 
in Yellowknife, Canada, he’d be attending the Caribou 
Carnival and watching mushers, ice sculptors and a 
beard-growing contest.
 “Don’t you get me wrong, the Caribou Carnival 
is a good time,” Andersen said. “But I’ll take 62 and 
breezy any day now.”
 For the record, there was more than a good breeze 
throughout the weekend. Heavy rain fell on Anna Maria 
Island March 7, high winds carried over into Saturday, 
followed by cooler temperatures.
 With a storm approaching March 7, some Spring-
fest vendors opted to delay setting up until the fi rst 
morning of the show. Memories remained of a no-name 
tropical-force storm that hit Springfest in 1993, damag-
ing tents and destroying art.
 So vendors and organizers used caution this year. 
In fact, due to the strong wind gusts on March 8, some 
vendors chose to delay setting up until March 9, skip-
ping a day of the event and delaying the judging, said 
AMIAL executive director Joyce Karp.
 “I don’t blame them,” Karp said early March 8, as 
vendors occasionally reached to brace tent fl aps against 
winds or to stabilize a display. 
Rasa Saldaitis, two-dimensiona
 l, and Jean Yao, three-dimensional, were judged 
“best in show” at Springfest. First-place winners 
included JoAnn Sanborn, two-dimensional, and Mary 
Ann Wurst, three-dimensional. A number of artists also 
received second-place notices.

Angela Cucci of Bangle Dangles Jewelry puts 
together the frame for a tent early March 8 at Spring-
fest. Many vendors waited until the opening morning 
to set up due to rain the night before. The weather 
remained a factor — there were high winds on Satur-
day and cooler temperatures on Sunday.

Charlotta Langley 
of the Anna Maria 
Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher 
Organization puts 
a wooden neck-
lace on her son, 
Roman Langley, 5. 
AME, the PTO and 
the Anna Maria 
Island Art League 
partnered to create 
a children’s art 
show and staff 
an activity booth 
at Springfest. 
Islander Photos: 
Lisa Neff

Committee plans for park
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Com-
mittee plans to check out a proposed location for a small 
park off Manatee Avenue near the public beach.
 The committee hopes to recommend to city offi -
cials that some money from a fund for trolley shelters 

be used to invest in a small picnic shelter or gazebo for 
the site, which would be on unimproved Fourth Avenue 
to the east of Skinny’s Place and west of the LaPensee 
Plumbing showroom.
 The city has plans to fund three new trolley shel-
ters this year, but there may be money leftover because 
construction costs are down, committee chairman John 
Molyneux said during a March 5 parks and beautifi ca-
tion meeting at Holmes Beach City Hall.
 Instead of buying two more shelters, David Zac-
cagnino, the city commission liaison to the group, won-
dered if the money might be better spent at the proposed 
pocket park.
 City commissioners and Mayor Rich Bohnenberger 
discussed the park last month as they reviewed a pre-
liminary plan for a new offi ce building at 301 Manatee 
Ave., a vacant lot to the north of Skinny’s.
 The developer, Richard Bond of Sarasota, plans a 
three-story building with an entrance on Gulf Drive and 
an exit on a shell driveway on Fourth Avenue. The com-
mittee discussed using the remainder of Fourth Avenue 
for a park.
 “What about a pavilion that looks like the trolley 
stop?” Zaccagnino asked parks committee members 
last week as they discussed shelter locations. The com-
missioner said if funds can be shifted, perhaps the city 
could create a “pedestrian stop” in the park.
 Committee members seemed enthusiastic about 
the idea and Molyneux made plans with committee 
member and master gardener Fred Heger to scout out 
the location.
 Committee members asked Zaccagnino how the 
city would fund other improvements, such as landscap-
ing, in the area. He replied, “I’m working on that,” and 
suggested a sponsorship might be sought.
 The agenda for the parks and beautifi cation meeting 
also included discussions on the city’s adopt-a-spot pro-
gram, participation in National Arbor Day on April 25 
and the committee’s seminar on “Irrigation and Florida 
Yards” planned for 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 12, at city 
hall.
 The committee is working closely with Jeb Stewart 
of Stewart Landscaping to improve the landscaping and 
maintenance of traffi c islands in at least eight locations 
in the city’s adopt-a-site program.
 The partnership may expand to include Publix 
Super Market, which is considering sponsorship of 
two islands at the intersection of East Bay Drive and 
Manatee Avenue.
 A proposal for those islands from the commit-
tee calls for the removal of the poinsettias, placing of 
pine bark or maleleuca mulch, minimizing the turf and 
recalibrating the sprinklers. Plans also call for planting 
beach sunfl ower, gaillardia and gold lantana.
 The committee continues to seek sponsors for two 
islands on Gulf Drive, one near 36th Street and another 
near 60th Street.
 Additional improvements will come on National 
Arbor Day in April, when the committee hopes to part-
ner with Keep Manatee Beautiful to plant two foxtail 
palms on an island in the 5400 block of Marina Drive. 
The committee also hopes to plant a yellow tabebuia 
near the sculpture at the intersections of Key Royale, 
Marina and Palm drives.
 The committee’s next meeting will be at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 2, at city hall, 5801 Marina Drive.

City to host condo 
recycling forum

 Green-thinking and cost-concerned condominium 
owners are encouraged to attend a forum on recycling 
at 2 p.m. Friday, March 14, at Holmes Beach City Hall, 
5801 Marina Drive.
 The forum, moderated by Commissioner Pat 
Morton, will take place in the commission chambers 
and feature a discussion with Dave Smith of Waste 
Management Inc.
 The purpose, said Morton, is to focus on provid-
ing and making recycling affordable for residents in 
condominiums.
 For more information, call city hall at 941-708-
5800.

Fest to benefi t garden
 The Coquina Beach Arts and Crafts Festival April 
5-6 will benefi t the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park 
in Holmes Beach.
 The festival will take place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, April 5, and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
April 6, on the Gulf side of Coquina in Bradenton 
Beach.
 The festival will feature arts, crafts, food, music 
and butterfl ies.
 Also, supporters of the butterfly park will sell 
chances for a vacation valued at $4,000 and provided 
to benefi t the butterfl y park by Tidemark Resort.
 For more information, call 352-344-0657.

Bradenton Beach 
goes ‘green’

 Bradenton Beach is promoting a “green” theme in 
March with a weeklong celebration of ecology.
 Eco Week 2008 will take place Monday, March 24, 
through Friday, March 28, at the Annie Silver Com-
munity Center, 103 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach.
 Also, on Saturday, March 29, the city will host its 
fourth annual Eco Expo, including a native plant sale, 
at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive.
 Eco Week events will include evening classes on 
a variety of subjects, including natural landscaping, 
micro-irrigation, turtle-friendly lighting, gardening and 
composting.
 Hours for the Eco Expo, organized by WAVES, 
will be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. In addition to the plant 
sale, the event will feature giveaways and displays by 
Accent Trees and Nurseries, Anna Maria Island Turtle 
Watch, Sarasota Bay Estuary Program and Wildlife 
Inc.
 For more information, call 941-778-4619.
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E Co Consultants is a full-service environmental 
consulting fi rm with a strong commitment to provide 
clients with the highest quality environmental advice 
and related services available.  

Consulting • Mangrove Trimming • Nuisance Exotic 
Vegetation Removal • Dock and Dredge Permitting 

Shoreline Stabilization 

Certifi ed Arborists 
Licensed and Insured

 

Mangrove Trimming

Judge says ‘no’ to Bradenton Beach fee request 
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A Manatee County Circuit Court judge last week 
issued an order denying a motion from the city of Bra-
denton Beach to claim more than $50,000 in legal fees 
from The Islander newspaper.
 The order came in a lengthy dispute between the 
newspaper and the city over public records and meet-
ings and just weeks after a ruling on The Islander’s
motion to recover its legal fees from the city. In that 
order, Judge Edward Nicholas said the city must pay 
the newspaper $5,600 in attorney’s fees and $255 in 
court fi ling costs, far less than the $75,000 sought.
 Regarding the ruling on the city’s request to recover 
fees, Nicholas issued a short order. He wrote, “The court 
having considered the argument of counsel, the memo-
randums and case law provided by each and being oth-
erwise fully advised in the premises, fi nds as follows: 
The defendant’s motion for attorney’s fees is denied.”
 City attorney Ricinda Perry declined to comment, 
saying the city had not yet received the order.
 Islander attorney Kendra Presswood said, “The city 
and its attorneys had no valid legal or factual basis 
for the city’s motion for attorney’s fees against The 
Islander, so the order does not come as a surprise.”
 Presswood added that there was still time to decide 
whether to appeal Nicholas’ ruling awarding the reduced 
fee to the newspaper.
 “I will appeal the order on our motion for fees,” 
said the attorney, who is the daughter of Islander pub-
lisher Bonner Joy.
 The court dispute dates back to last winter, when 
the city received a complaint of sexual harassment 
from one employee, Gail Garneau, against another, Ed 
McAdam.
 An investigation, conducted by Perry in consulta-
tion with then-Mayor John Chappie, was initiated. But 
very quickly McAdam resigned, his decision accepted 
by the city commission during an emergency meeting 
and without public discussion.

The Islander initiated a public records request for 
information pertaining to the investigation and McAd-
am’s resignation, as well as raised questions about the 
lack of public discussion on the issue.
 Eventually the newspaper took its concerns to 
court, alleging that the city had violated Florida’s 
Government-in-the-Sunshine Law and the state Public 
Records Act.
 In November, after the fi ling of numerous motions 
by both parties and court hearings, Judge Peter Duben-
sky issued a ruling partially in The Islander’s favor, 
fi nding the city violated the Public Records Act by 
withholding documents. He also said there was insuf-
fi cient evidence on the Sunshine Law claims.

 Based on that ruling, both parties declared some 
level of victory and returned to the courthouse with 
motions requesting that the other side pay their legal 
costs.
 First before another judge, Nicholas, was the ques-
tion of if the newspaper could recover fees and how 
much. Both sides conceded that the paper was enti-
tled to some reimbursement but were far apart on the 
amount.
 Nicholas’ order came closer to the city’s claim. The 
judge said $75,000 was excessive because the withheld 
documents were turned over to the newspaper on June 
27, 2007, and that the city’s attorney had argued “all 
fees generated subsequent” to the release of the papers 
“were unnecessary.”
 In regards to the city’s request to recover court 
costs, Perry argued in documents that the newspaper’s 

claims were “frivolous, or at a minimum, were pursued 
in bad faith” and thus the paper should be required to 
pay.
 Presswood, in turn, argued that the city was not 
entitled to recover fees in the case. The Sunshine Law, 
to summarize Presswood’s 21-page memo, allows for 
the plaintiff to recover fees, but not the public entity.
 Nicholas issued his order denying the fees on 
March 6.
 Presswood called the city’s motion for fees simply 
another mean-spirited attack on the newspaper and a 
waste of the city’s money on attorney’s fees that should 
never have been incurred.”
 She said she fi led a motion for sanctions “asking 
to be reimbursed for the attorney’s fees incurred in 
responding to the motion because the city’s attorneys 
either knew or should have known it was frivolous.”

Bates’ dismissal revoked by board
By Paul Roat

 A public works employee in Bradenton Beach was 
judged of having an error in behavior but that error was 
not egregious enough to cause his dismissal.
 Bud Bates admitted he backed a city vehicle into 
a parked car at the Bradenton Beach Historic City Pier 
early in the morning of Jan. 17. Damage to Richard 
Kenneth Davis’ car was slight. Bates said he would 
take care of the repair himself if the matter was not 
reported. Davis agreed, then changed his mind and 
called police.
 City policy requires that any accident involving an 
employee and a city vehicle be reported to police. 
 There are also drug tests that ensue after an inci-
dent.
 After Davis called police, Bates underwent a drug 
test, which is still pending.
 Public works supervisor Tom Woodard dismissed 
Bates from his city job, citing that Bates failed to report 
the incident and attempted to cover it up.
 There are three policies in the city’s personnel code 
that deal with such matters. Woodard chose the harshest 
in Bates’ case: dismissal.
 “The thrust of this isn’t a fender-bender,” grievance 
board chair Mike Tyrrell said. “It’s trying to cover it 
up. I believe that’s the most pertinent factor.”
 Bates during the hearing admitted he made a mis-
take. “I made a vital judgment error. I know I did the 
wrong thing, but I’ve been with the city for 11 years, 
and I’d like a suspension rather than termination.”
 Grievance board members agreed that Bates did 
violate city policies, but also agreed that the matter did 
not meet dismissal of employment.

 That recommendation will go to the city commis-
sion for fi nal determination.
 Bates faced dismissal another time, in April 2007, when 
Woodard fi red him for “incidents involving city vehicles 
and equipment, failure to comply with departmental and 
city polices, insubordination, suspension for illegal drug 
use, continued abuse of leave benefi ts, altercations with the 
public while on the job, and wanton or willful neglect in per-
formance of assigned duties,” according to city records.
 Bates appealed his termination and a grievance 
board then recommended to the city commission that 
Bates be reinstated. 
 City commissioners also agreed to reinstate Bates 
to his position, with back pay.

Cortez picnic for ‘natives,’ 
friends March 22

 The annual Cortez “Natives and More” picnic will 
be indoors, hopefully for the last time, on Natives Day 
Saturday, March 22. 
 Mary Fulford Green, treasurer of the sponsoring 
Cortez Village Historical Society, said the affair will 
begin at 1 p.m. at the Florida Maritime Museum. 
 It is potluck, she said, “so bring anything you wish 
to have picnickers eating, but especially bring your-
self.” It is open to “natives and more,” she stressed. 
 She added that she is sure Larry Fulford will once 
again bring “some of his special mullet” for everyone. 
 The society is confi dent this will be the last indoors 
picnic, because the picnic pavilion on the museum 
grounds will be completed long before next year’s event 
for “natives.” 
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It’s about the message,
or is it the messenger?

 As journalists and news professionals, we gotta 
scratch our heads. Like the empty womanizing char-
acter in the movie “Alfie,” Michael Caine in 1966 
and Jude Law in 2004 playing Alfi e Elkins, we gotta 
wonder, “What’s it all about?”
 In our case, what’s the media bashing all about? 
 In January, the head of Keep Manatee Beautiful 
decided news racks are unsightly and a complaint to the 
city of Bradenton resulted in the public works depart-
ment’s removal of some 20 newsracks on the Palma 
Sola Causeway. But, darn it all, the daily papers’ boxes 
were untouched. And why?
 Only after fi ling a theft report with the Bradenton 
police did we learn that the boxes were removed and 
discarded by the city.
 Bradenton staff said — with some apologies later 
on — that the three daily paper news racks were left in 
place because they contained money. The KMB direc-
tor said only the “advertising” papers were removed 
— and then suggested some papers would be invited 
to participate in a rack by the rest rooms that would be 
constructed sometime in the future.
 By the rest rooms? Is that where the Fourth Estate 
has been sent off to serve its customers? At the public 
rest room? Not in the picnic area. Not near the boat 
ramp or its dock. Apparently the beautifi cation com-
mittee thinks the newspapers belong with the toilets. 
 And to worsen the matter, the KMB director failed, 
even after exchanging several e-mails, to recognize the 
free speech rights of ALL publishers (remember Larry 
Flynt?) guaranteed in the the First Amendment of the 
Constitution.
 To put it simply, we said, think of the box as a 
person standing and speaking the news (remember soap 
boxes?) and the right of that person to speak his or her 
mind. It’s the same right: The publication speaks for 
its writers, photographers, owners and advertisers.
 Hopefully, the committee will understand the rights 
of publishers of all sorts of printed matter. And hope-
fully, they’ll consider that the printed word does not 
belong at the bathroom door. We’re far mightier than 
waste paper.
 We hope to protect the rights of all publishers to 
“speak” on the causeway by addressing the KMB board 
at its next meeting and their enlightenment comes at an 
opportune time, as journalists everywhere focus on the 
importance of “your right to know” during Sunshine 
Week, March 16-22. 
 Now comes Bradenton Beach, its chief of police 
(and enforcement) no less, to tell media representatives 
they must wear name badges at meetings.
 Who possibly mistakes the person with the small 
notepad or laptop computer as someone who must be 
singled out and identifi ed with a label? 
 We consulted with a few experts — media experts 

— such as the Florida Press Association, the First 
Amendment Foundation and the Society of Professional 
Journalists on the subject of singling out the media to 
wear name badges.
 None had ever experienced such a practice.
 One such response states that meetings are sup-
posed to be fully open to the public and open to ALL 
persons who choose to attend. The First Amendment 
Foundation pointed to Florida attorney general opin-
ion 05-13, which says that “the city may not require 
persons wishing to attend public meetings to provide 
identifi cation as a condition to attendance. This has a 
‘chilling’ effect on the public’s willingness or desire to 
attend.”
 It continues, “In providing an opportunity for 
public participation, reasonable rules and policies that 
ensure the orderly conduct of a public meeting and that 
require orderly behavior on the part of those attending 
may be adopted. However, the requirement that persons 
attending a public meeting must provide identifi cation 
as a condition of their attendance would not appear to 
be related to those goals.” 
 It was written by former attorney general, now Gov. 
Charlie Christ. (Read the full opinion at www.islander.
org.)
 Another seasoned professional said the badge 
requirement hints at discussion by elected offi cials out-
side the public purview, who asked, are they worried 
that someone without a badge may be listening?
 Why does anyone care if attendees of a meeting 
are journalists, contractors, real estate agents, retirees, 
Kiwanis members or of any ethnic or religious persua-
sion?
 The Bradenton Beach chief says that the commis-
sioners just want to know who’s asking questions and 
who’s talking to them. 
 We say, after 15 years of attending and reporting 
Bradenton Beach meetings, only the faces of city gov-
ernment, offi cials and staff have changed, and maybe 
they should wear the badges.
 And maybe they should stop complaining about the 
media and consider that we are their “messengers.”
 One message that has been misconstrued in Bra-
denton Beach is that of the city attorney to the com-
missioners, saying the city won the lawsuit fi led by 
The Islander, seeking disclosure of records and con-
versations regarding the sexual harassment claim of 
one employee against another. 
 The city did not win. The judge ruled that the city 
violated the public records act — just as the newspaper 

had maintained all along. The judge did not rule that the 
city did not violate the Sunshine Law, but that there was 
insuffi cient evidence to prove they had private meet-
ings.
 And, most certainly, the newspaper could have 
appealed the judge’s decision on the Sunshine Law, 
but a win is a win and we chose to settle for that.
 The city is not and was never entitled to recover 
its legal fees from the newspaper and to say differ-
ently is a lie. The Florida statutes are clear on that and 
shame on the attorney for again misleading the city, and 
on the individual commissioners for not being better 
informed.
 The city’s attorney was paid monthly for all its 
invoices and no one had a greater risk in the matter 
than the citizens, who, sadly, also were misled.
 And does anyone yet know the truth of the matter 
that was so deliberately hidden by the mayor and the 
city attorney? No. At least no one in the public arena. 
And that’s the shame of it all. 
 They should be embarrassed for trying to strike 
back at the messenger and require name badges, and 
for ridiculing and badgering the press at nearly every 
public meeting since the matter came up. 
 Fortunately, for us, they’re only elected for a 
“time.” And their message — it passes to us to inform 
the voters, and inform we shall.
 We are advocates for the people, and many times 
the voters would be unaware of the government’s deeds 
without the media. We carry the message — good or 
bad — to the people. (Remember? Don’t kill the mes-
senger.)
 Just what is the message from the cities?
 “What’s it all about?”
 Your opinions are welcome, www.islander.org.

Have your say
 The Islander welcomes and encourages your opin-
ion letters. 
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 250 words 
and reserves the right to edit for length and grammar. Let-
ters must include the city you reside in for publication and 
a phone number (for verifi cation only). Anonymous letters 
will not be printed. All letters to the editor remain on fi le at 
The Islander and available to the public.
 Address letters to Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, fax to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail to news@islander.org.
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And … as always, FREE BEER tomorrow!
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E BEER tomorrow!

Gulf of Mexico
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MONDAY MARCH 17
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$8.99

ALL DAY, 
EVERY DAY!
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Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
March 2 65 77 0March 2 65 77 0
March 3 59 84 0March 3 59 84 0
March 4 64 76 .10March 4 64 76 .10
March 5 65 74 0March 5 65 74 0
March 6 67 77 0March 6 67 77 0
March 7  64 74 TraceMarch 7  64 74 Trace
March 8 70 77 1.25March 8 70 77 1.25
Average Gulf water temperature 69°Average Gulf water temperature 69°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

 • Jane Guy, the wife of David Guy, co-owners of the 
Sunset Beach Motel, was charged with attempted murder 
against her husband after police found her standing over 
him with a butcher knife in her hand and Guy on the 
fl oor bleeding profusely from a stab wound in his back. 
Jane Guy was held without bond, while David Guy was 
admitted to Blake Medical Center in serious condition.
 • The Anna Maria Planning and Zoning Board 
approved a moratorium on construction of cell towers to 
give the city time to establish regulations that would pro-
hibit their construction. The board made its recommenda-
tion after learning of a number of problems that Holmes 
Beach had with an application to build such a facility.
 • Former Holmes Beach City Commissioner Carol 
Whitmore won election as the city’s mayor, defeating 
challengers Ron Robinson and Joy Courtney. Whit-
more had 689 votes to 579 for Robinson and 289 for 
Courtney.

Aubry unhappy with building offi cial
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Anna Maria resident Janet Aubry has written her 
city commissioners expressing dissatisfaction with cur-
rent part-time building offi cial Steve Gilbert and indi-
cating that, if the city does return to a full-time building 
offi cial, there be a “search for someone with a much 
higher level of competence.”
 Gilbert, an employee of M.T. Causley Inc., pro-
vides contracted building offi cial services to the city on 
a part-time basis, but lobbied at the city commission’s 
Feb. 28 meeting that, because of the work load, the city 
retain Causley on a full-time basis.
 Aubry e-mailed each city commissioner voicing 
objections to Gilbert being the full-time building offi -
cial, stating in one letter that “many of us active in the 
building activity in Anna Maria have been extremely 
under-whelmed by the level of competence exhibited” 
by Gilbert. 
 She also suggested that if the city were to return to 
a full-time building offi cial “rather than a consultant” 
that commissioners allow her husband, architect Gene 
Aubry, and builder Steve Kring and others in the local 
construction industry to “participate in interviews and 
recommendations so that we could get really fi rst-rate 
services.”
 At the same time Gilbert made his pitch, however, 

Causley announced that former Anna Maria and Bra-
denton Beach building offi cial Bob Welch, now work-
ing for the Causley on Anna Maria Island, would be 
providing building offi cial services in Anna Maria and 
Bradenton Beach, the two cities Causley has a contract 
with to provide such services.
 Aubry did say in a letter to Commissioner Jo Ann 
Mattick that Gene Aubry has worked with Welch in 
the past and “found Bob to be knowledgeable, profes-
sional and fair, but not one to bend or break the rules. 
Somebody easy to work with and easy to respect.”
 Commissioners at the Feb. 28 meeting also dis-
cussed increasing fees associated with the building 
department after learning that the city was actually 
losing money on a $75 building permit application 
because of the administrative cost associated.
 City attorney Jim Dye was directed by the com-
mission to prepare a resolution increasing the fees and 
will examine the issue of a full-time building offi cial 
after the fees are implemented.
 M.T. Causley Inc. was contracted by the city last 
year to provide building offi cial services in a cost-
cutting measure after full-time building offi cial Kevin 
Donohue was terminated. Causley’s contract calls for 
the fi rm to provide building offi cial services for $52,000 
annually for a 20-hour week, and the city provides no 
benefi ts.

The Main Hatch Motleys sing for an audience March 3 at a meeting of the Gulf Coast Writers. The writ-
ers group meets monthly at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. The Main Hatch 
Motleys features local singers of songs of the sea who meet Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. at the Florida Maritime 
Museum in Cortez. For more information about the writers group, call 941-778-7631. For more information 
about the Motleys, call 941-779-6071. Islander Photo: Edna Tiemann
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Whitney Beach Plaza • 6810 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key • 941.383.7180 • themarketlbk.com

Hot Breakfast/Lunch • Produce 
Deli Sandwiches • Butcher 

Gelato/Espresso Bar • Free Wi-Fi

Cross over the bridge – just one mile 
south of Coquina Beach!

Simply the best!Simply the best!
Your neighborhood market Your neighborhood market 

OPEN DAILY 7-7

Hot Lunch Specials

Longboat Key Liquors &  Cocktail Lounge Longboat Key Liquors &  Cocktail Lounge 
Package Store Open 7 Days • 9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. Package Store Open 7 Days • 9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat.Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat.

 Coming Up! St. Patrick’s Day Lounge Party Coming Up! St. Patrick’s Day Lounge Party
4:30-7:30pm dinner buffet corned beef and cabbage $12.50

Irish-Inspired Music with Patsy & Magella
Live Music Wed.-Sat. in the lounge starting at 7pm.Live Music Wed.-Sat. in the lounge starting at 7pm.

Wed: Lee & Char • Thurs: Ralph Shannon • Fri: Patsy & MagellaWed: Lee & Char • Thurs: Ralph Shannon • Fri: Patsy & Magella
Sat: Island Swing Jazz Sat: Island Swing Jazz 

Whitney Beach Plaza, Longboat Key • 383-4888Whitney Beach Plaza, Longboat Key • 383-4888

Mondays:  Meatloaf and Mashed Potatoes $6.95
         Veggie Lasagna w/ Garlic Toast $6.95
         Soup: Chicken Noodle or Hearty Vegetable
Tuesdays:  Beef Burgundy over Buttered Noodles $6.95
         Mexican Torrito (beef, beans, & cheese in tortilla wrap) $6.95
         Soup: Split Pea w/ Ham or Manhattan Clam Chowder
Wednesdays:  Pot Roast w/ Mashed Potatoes $7.95
    Chicken Parmesan w/ spaghetti $5.95
  Soup: Beef or Chicken Mushroom Barley and Hearty Vegetable
Thursdays: Fresh Roasted Turkey and Mashed Potatoes $6.95
  Meat Lasagna or Pulled BBQ Pork $6.95
  Soup: Minestrone and Soup of the Day
Fridays:     Tuna Casserole $5.95 -  Shepherds Pie $6.95
  Fish of the day $7.95
  Soup: New England Clam Chowder
Saturdays: Whole Roasted Chicken $7.95
  Babyback Ribs $10.99 per pound
St. Patrick’s: Corned Beef & Cabbage $10.95

Manatee West Shopping Center 
7471 Manatee Ave. W. • Bradenton 

10am-5:30pm Mon.-Sat. 
941-761-1500 • 1-800-761-1771 

Family owned and operated

NEW 
LOCATION

Solid-Chocolate Bunnies
Cream-Filled Easter Eggs 

-8 Flavors to choose from 

Beautiful Chocolate Baskets 
fi lled with Richey’s Candies 

All handmade with Richey’s gourmet chocolate in 
your choice of milk, dark or white. 

Richey’s Chocolates 

TRAVEL NOW! LLC
941-798-9272 • 941-779-1839
TravelNow@verizon.net

Cruise Canada, New England 
and the Atlantic Coast

aboard Holland America’s 
brand new 

EURODAM
14 Days - October 1-15,  2008

from $2326 pp 
dbl occ. includes taxes & fuel 

surcharge. Limited availability.

Visit Quebec, Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, Newfoundland, Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Bar 

Harbor, Boston and more.

Wednesday, March 12
7:45 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a 

breakfast at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-1541.

10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Florida Sarasota-Mana-
tee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning speaker series features Goody Hirshfeld 
talking about “The Art of the Caves” at the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-359-4296.

1 p.m. — The Island Library Book Club meets at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

7 p.m. — The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Committee 
presents its annual seminar at Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive. 
This year’s program covers Florida-friendly yards and irrigation. Information: 
941-778-8487.

Thursday, March 13
11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber 

of Commerce hosts a luncheon at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive 
S., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-383-2466.

3 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts a jazz festival 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-0492.
 8 p.m. — “Born Yesterday” opens at the Island Players playhouse 
at Gulf Drive and Pine Avenue in Anna Maria. Fee. Information: 941-778-
5755.

Friday, March 14
 1 p.m. — The Women of Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay Isles Road, 
Longboat Key, host a game day with beverages, desserts, table games and 
prizes. Fee. Information: 941-795-0378.
 5 p.m. — The Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key, hosts a St. Patrick’s Day auction and dinner. Fee. Information 
and reservations: 941-383-6491.
 5:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League presents the student 
exhibit, beginning with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 Holmes Blvd., 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.

Saturday, March 15
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 
meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-795-8697.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Center holds 

Event notices
 Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. Please include 
time, date and location of the event, as well as a contact name, phone 
number and e-mail address. The deadline for submissions is at least one 
week prior to the desired Wednesday publication date. Remember, the 
sooner you submit your notice, the sooner The Islander can announce 
the event.

the annual Tour of Homes. Fee. Information: 941-778-1908.
10 a.m. to noon — Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes 

Beach, hosts a demonstration in stained glass with Kathy Storm. The free 
program is part of the artist cooperative’s ongoing series. Information: 941-
792-1039.

11 a.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival’s Queens Court debuts at De 
Soto Square mall, Cortez Road and First Street in Bradenton. Information: 
941-747-7953.

Sunday, March 16
4 p.m. — The annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade takes place, leaving 

from Holmes Beach City Hall and heading north along Marina Drive and 
then Palm Drive to 79th Street and Palm, where it concludes. Information: 
941-778-644.

Monday, March 17
 Today is St. Patrick’s Day.

9:30 a.m. — The Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach, is 
the site of the annual St. Patrick’s Day breakfast hosted by The Islander. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-7978.

1 p.m. — A discussion on Earthbox gardening by the inventor, Blake 
Whisenant, takes place at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

5:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club celebrates its 
15th anniversary with a party at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive 
N., Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information: 941-778-9287.

Tuesday, March 18
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and a 

club assembly program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., 
Bradenton Beach. Fee. Information: 941-778-1880.

Wednesday, March 19
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. — The Anna Maria Garden Club hosts its 19th Penny 

Flower Show at Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave. Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-4683.

Ongoing: 
 • The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria continues Jean Black-
burn’s “Myakka Series: New Work,” an exploration of the Myakka River in 
photographs and oil paintings.
 • Throughout March, the Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island is featuring 
the work of 17-year-old Bayshore High School student Becca Warner in the 
Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6694.
 • The Island Gallery West in Holmes Beach has named photographer 
John C. Bonser its “Artist of the Month.” His work can be viewed at the gallery, 
5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, through March 31. For more information, 
call 941-778-6648.

 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St. 
N., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. on Thursdays through March. Fee. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1915.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the month at 
the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society showcases Florida Indian 
artifacts, including Seminole pieces, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, through March 31. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Fee. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. Information: 941-778-1908, 
or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group 
plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Fee. Informa-
tion: 941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
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Island Democratic Club celebrates 15
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club is engaged 
in a campaign this election year.
 The campaign involves welcoming newly regis-
tered Democrats in Manatee County. The voters might 
be new to the area or new to the party, and they receive 
an enthusiastic “hello” from Anna Maria Island.
 “We are very proud of the work this club is doing 
in contacting newly registered Democrats in the county, 
fi nding interesting and thought-provoking speakers for 
their monthly meetings and helping out the local party,” 
said Vicki Waters, executive director of the Manatee 
Democratic Party.
 “We thought it was an important thing to do,” said 
club president Dale de Haan.
 The Island club will mark its 15th year with a party 
at 5:30 p.m. Monday, March 17, at the BeachHouse 
Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach.
 The location of the celebration is also the meet-
ing place for club members, who gather on the third 
Monday of the month for lunch, debate and a speaker.
 The location also is owned by Islander Ed Chiles, 
whom members agree was instrumental in the forma-
tion of the club as an advisor.
 Chiles remains active in local Democratic politics, 
including serving as treasurer of Christine Jennings’ 
campaign for U.S. Congress. She is planning to again 
run against incumbent Republican Vern Buchanan.
 “It’s Vern and I headed to the fi nish line,” Jen-
nings said last week, adding that the campaign is going 
well.
 Jennings frequently attends the Island club’s 
lunches as a member and plans to attend the anniversary 
celebration, along with other Democratic candidates 
and offi ceholders.
 “The clubs play a huge role in helping a candi-
date,” Jennings said. “So many members contribute to 
you. They host meet-and-greets in their homes for two 
purposes — to meet knew voters and to raise money. 
Many members are also precinct captains. So they are 
constantly out there working for you, getting votes on 
your behalf. The club support is huge.”

 Over the years, a number of people have served on 
the club board and these offi cers and founders also will 
be recognized at the anniversary party, de Haan said.
 When de Haan began his seasonal stays on Anna 
Maria Island in the 1970s, the area was considered a 
“Democratic stronghold.”
 The partisan power shifted in the 1980s, with infl u-
ence of Ronald Reagan in the White House and the rise 
of the “Reagan Democrat.”
 “All during the 1980s everything kind of deterio-
rated for the Democrats, not just here but statewide,” 
said de Haan, who has served as an aide to three Ken-
nedys. “Forty years ago, I was working for Robert Ken-
nedy at this point,” he noted.
 Democratic organizers were talking about a come-
back by the early-1990s, but at the local, state and 
national level, the party continued to struggle. In 1994, 
the GOP captured Congress with Newt Gingrich’s Con-
tract with America campaign.
 “People kind of forget the climate,” de Haan said. 
“But it was in that context that the club really came 
together.” 
 Early club participants included Holmes Beach 
City Commissioner Pat Geyer, Frankie Smith Williams, 
Bob and Mary Ann Jones, Harriet Jenkins and Wilma 
Warren and her late husband, Bill.
 Warren remembered an Island club that came before 
the current organization. “But it really got started up 
again in 1992, 1993,” she said. “My husband, probably 
the greatest Democrat I’ve ever known, was dedicated to 
it and the Island club has a special place in my heart.”
 Over the years the club grew “by leaps and bounds 
and became a great group,” Warren said.
 “It’s become such a strong club that I joined it and 
I don’t live on the Island,” said Manatee County Execu-
tive Committee vice chair Mitch Mallett.
 During the summer months, the club meetings may 
draw about 60 people. During the winter months, more 
than 100 people typically attend meetings.
 The club’s membership — consisting of those who 
pay dues of $15 a year — is about 100 people, accord-
ing to de Haan.
 The club’s current offi cers include de Haan, Geyer, 

Warren, Harry Kamberis, Nancy Ambrose, Sue Maddox, 
Ernest Clay, Sue Dickie, Bill McGrath, Francine Slack 
and David Zaccagnino.
 “When you get down to the local level, the club 
plays a very important role. The club stands for out-
reach and we are very open — anyone is welcome, even 
Republicans,” de Haan offered with a smile. “Today, 
here in Manatee County, on the Island, we are rather 
organized. We stress the issues. We have the precincts 
covered. We make a lot of telephone calls.”
 “It’s a very active club,” Mallett said. “They do 
fundraising for our executive committee and for Demo-
cratic candidates. They provide a pool of volunteers to 
go out and put up signs and man the phones. They are 
very important to us.”

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 No reports.

Bradenton Beach
 Feb 4, Coquina Park, trespass. Offi cers spotted a 
man in the park who had been issued a previous tres-
pass warning. He was arrested. 
 March 2, 2200 block Gulf Drive, criminal mischief. 
The complainant said that someone had slashed two of 
the tires of his car. He suspected a prospective renter of 
the action.
 March 2, 200 Gulf Drive, traffi c. Offi cers stopped 
a pickup truck driver for traffi c infractions and deter-
mined the driver did not have a valid driver’s license. 
He was arrested.
 March 3, Anna Maria Island Bridge, controlled 
substance. Offi cers were called to assist with a crash 
on the Anna Maria Island Bridge. Offi cers noticed that 
the passenger, Vincent James Scolaro, 19, of Sarasota, 
attempted to throw a pill bottle into the water. The pill 
bottle was seized, and as the pills were determined not 
be prescription, he was arrested.
 March 7, Coquina Beach Park, contributing alcohol 
to a minor. Offi cers found two minors drinking alcohol 
at the beach and issued citations. They were released 
to the custody of their mothers.

Holmes Beach
 Feb. 29, 5000 block Guava Drive, theft. Offi cers 
arrested a juvenile on a Jan. 14 incident. 
 Feb. 29, 3100 block Avenue F, crash. Officers 
responded to an accident and found a vehicle “at rest 
with extensive damage underneath a carport,” accord-
ing to the report. “The vehicle had traversed south-
bound … through a very large palm tree, uprooting 
it, continuing to travel with palm tree on top of the 
vehicle, striking the carport’s weight-bearing outer sup-
port beam, a 155-gallon propane tank and several toilets 
and fi re extinguishers in the carport.” A car was also 
sideswiped, according to the report. The driver of the 
vehicle was not found. The vehicle was removed. 
 March 1, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
theft. The complainant said that someone took a back-
pack containing identifi cation and cell phones. 
 March 1, 400 block 73rd Street, burglary. The 
complainant said he returned to his Florida home and 
discovered items disturbed and two clocks and a micro-
wave oven missing. 
 March 2, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Offi cers responded to lifeguard complaints of 
a man skimboarding in the swimming area. The skim-
mer was issued a trespass warning and left the beach.
 March 3, 3900 East Bay Drive, Publix, theft. Offi -
cers were dispatched to the area where two men were 
suspected of taking groceries from the store. The sus-
pects were spotted at Sunbow Bay condos. The receipt 
of the items totaled $118.90; the suspects were not 
located.
 March 4, 7100 block Marina Drive, theft. The 
complainant said that someone took his 5-hp outboard 
motor from his boat. 
 March 5, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Three suspects were observed drinking beer, 
vodka and “supplementing drinking mouthwash with 
alcohol content at the picnic tables at public beach,” 
according to the report. They were issued trespass 
warnings and left the beach.

Streetlife

Depositions collected in shooting case

A rummage sale in the parking lot at Crosspointe 
Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, ben-
efi ts Islander Sue Normand, who was shot on Dec. 
5, 2007, at her store, Island Mail & More. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Attorneys involved in the case of the man accused 
of shooting Island businessperson Sue Normand col-
lected depositions from potential witnesses last week.
 Witnesses Bruce Henke, Alison Colisia, Maureen 
Kirker, Gerald Kirby and Holmes Beach Police Depart-
ment detective Sgt. Teri Davis and Offi cer Mike Pilato 
were asked by Koenigs’ public defender to give deposi-
tions, according to documents at the Manatee County 
Courthouse in Bradenton.
 Koenigs has pleaded not guilty to one count of fi rst-
degree aggravated battery with a fi rearm, three counts 
of fi rst-degree aggravated assault on law enforcement 
with a fi rearm and one count of third-degree aggravated 
assault with a fi rearm.
 Police maintain that the defendant entered Island 
Mail & More, 3230 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, 
shortly after the store opened Dec. 5, 2007, and shot 
the storeowner, Normand.
 Henke, an Ohio attorney and Island visitor, was in 
the store at the time of the shooting and administered 
fi rst aid to Normand until professional rescue workers 
arrived minutes later.
 He had stopped at Island Mail & More to ship a 
package. In an interview with The Islander, he remem-
bered waiting for Normand to conduct business with a 
man wearing a hood.
 Henke remembered hearing a “pop” and Normand 
scream, “I’ve been shot.” Henke rushed toward Nor-
mand, who had fallen to the fl oor, and the shooter ran 
from the store.
 Koenigs was arrested on the Gulf shore in Bra-
denton Beach. He was injured when, according to the 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce, he ignored calls to 
drop a gun and instead raised the weapon.
 Koenigs has remained in custody since the day of 
the shooting, fi rst at a hospital in St. Petersburg and 
then at the Manatee County jail.
 Normand, who suffered a shattered hip, underwent 
surgery at Bayfront Medical Center in St. Petersburg 
and then was transferred to a rehabilitation center in 

Sarasota for 10 days.
 After weeks in temporary lodging on the Island, 
Normand returned to her Holmes Beach residence — 
readied for a wheelchair and walker — last month.
 Meanwhile, the fundraising effort continues to 
assist Normand, who lacks health insurance, with her 
medical expenses.
 Organizers of a bingo night at the Annie Silver 
Community Center in Bradenton Beach collected dona-
tions for the Sue Normand Relief and Recovery Fund 
in late February.
 Then on March 8 supporters at Crosspointe Fellow-
ship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, held a rummage 
sale.
 To support the fundraising effort, Normand’s family 
has launched www.supportsue.com to collect money 
via PayPal contributions on the Internet. Also, the Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of Commerce, 5313 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, is raising money through donations to 
the Bay of Dreams fund.
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KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming

Raw/Frozen 
Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
Gift Items

ISLAND
PLAYERS

10009 Gulf Drive & Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

OPEN AUDITIONS …
Everyone welcome!

The Long Weekend
Men & Women  (40-60)

7:30 pm Sunday, March 16
(Run date May 8-18)

Carole Kleinberg, Director

232-4123

Reggae before rain
The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce’s October festival ended on such a high note that the chamber 
presented a mini-music festival in March called “Friday Fest.” The March 7 event, featuring the local band 
Bootleg, took place at Pine Avenue and Bay Boulevard in Anna Maria and folks enjoyed it all before rain 
drenched the Island. Pictured is Holmes Beach music fan Evan Talucci, 2, catching the Bootleg beat. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Criminal mischief-makers 
hit Holmes Beach

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Holmes Beach Police Department recorded 
eight incidents of criminal mischief late Feb. 29 and 
early March 1 in the downtown area.
 In the parking lot of the Island Shopping Center in 
the 5300 block of Marina Drive, HBPD early March 1 
observed a silver Volkswagen with a slashed, fl at tire. 
The parking lot was crowded the night before with 
attendees of a Bootleg band concert at D.Coy Ducks.
 HBPD also found a red Hummer in the parking lot 
with a fl at tire, the result of a puncture.
 In that instance, authorities discovered a handprint 
on the left front fender “that appeared to have been left 
as someone leaned against the vehicle to slit the tire,” 
according to an incident report. An offi cer collected 
three fi ngerprints from the vehicle for investigation.
 Tires on a Mercedes and Chevrolet Suburban were 
slashed near the Pure Station in the same parking lot that 
night. The tire on the Mercedes had been stabbed about 
four times, creating small punctures, HBPD reported.
 HBPD also reported four criminal mischief inci-
dents in the vicinity of the Driftwood Motel, 5108 
Gulf Drive, early March 1. The right rear tires of four 
vehicles — a Pontiac Vibe, two Jeeps and a Chrysler 
van — were slashed “with a sharp object, possibly a 
knife,” according to incident reports.
 The tires were apparently slashed sometime 
between 11 p.m. Feb. 29 and 6 a.m. March 1, accord-
ing to the owners of the vehicles and the manager of 
the Driftwood Motel.
 No arrests have been made in connection with the 
incidents.
 Damage to each vehicle was estimated at about $150 
to $250, which would make each act of criminal mischief 
either a second-degree or third-degree misdemeanor. Pun-
ishment for such crimes can be 60 days to a year in jail.

Dolores Capo Pittro Smith
 Dolores Capo Pittro Smith, 92, of Cortez and Bra-
denton, died Feb. 23. 
 A native of Manatee County, Mrs. Smith lived many 
years in Cortez. 
 Memorial services were March 6. Brown and Sons 
Funeral Home, 43rd Street Chapel, was in charge of 
arrangements.
 She is predeceased by son Edward Green and daugh-
ter Kathy Pittro; and husbands Speedy Pittro, Edgar Green 
and Robert Smith. She is survived by sons James Green 
of California and Frank Pittro Jr.and wife Linda of Hunts-
ville Ala.; nephews Virgil Mora of Ga., and Albert Mora 
of Bradenton; nieces Joanne Capo Miller of Cortez, Nola 
Capo Jewell, Leatrice Capo Eaton of N.C.; and several 
great nieces and nephews and special friends including 
Katie Riley, Mary Green and Walter Bell. 

Obituary

Holmes Beach man arrested
 The Holmes Beach Police Department recently 
arrested a local man in connection with a burglary 
and grand theft in mid-January.
 Police arrested Tyler C. Scheerer, 18, of the 
5600 block of Guava, Holmes Beach, on Feb. 29 in 
connection with an incident reported last month.
 HBPD received from Scheerer’s father a report 
that his son’s vehicle had been burglarized between 
the night of Jan. 13 and the morning of Jan. 14, 
according to a news release.
 The report alleged that a car stereo, an iPod 
and an iPod charger were stolen from the vehicle 
usually driven by the 18-year-old Scheerer.
 The vehicle had been washed the night before 
according to Scheerer, but Holmes Beach police 
reported recovering fi ngerprints from the rear hatch 
and driver’s door, leading to Scheerer’s arrest.
 Newsmanatee.com contributed to this report.

Take your mark…
Theatre Odyssey will present the third annual Ten-
Minute Play Festival at Players Theatre in Sara-
sota on March 16 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. The festival 
includes seven plays, each selected anonymously 
by the totaled evaluation of three unidentifi ed read-
ers. This year, 55 plays were submitted. Each reader 
noted the quality of each submission made the selec-
tion process extremely diffi cult. The featured par-
ticipants in the “Ten-Minute Play Festival” include 
Islander Tom Aposporos, pictured with others to 
appear in the festival. Islander Photo: Ted Mase
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HANDCRAFTED
LINK BRACELET

Sterling - $30
14k Gold - $118

$34*

$168*

*prices subject to change

 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
 Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
 Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

25% OFF 
All new 
mountings 
and remounts 
casted from 
your old gold. 
Coupon expires 
March 21, 2008

Island Yoga Space
9805 Gulf Drive 
(2nd fl oor above Ginny's)
Anna Maria, FL
941-778-3149
www.islandyogaspace.com

Yoga • Meditationn

ace
n

m

Spice Rack

7445 Manatee 
Ave. W. 
(in the  Albertson’s plaza) 
(941)  792-6200

Specializing in Indian foods, 
spices and ready-to-eat foods.

We also carry 
a large variety 
of British and 

Thai foods!

PPPPPPat Cunningham, 
AAAAAAn Attorney who has practiced law in 
MMMMMManatee County for more than 34 
yyyyyyears is pleased to announce his 
aaaaaavailablilty for FREE Consultation 
aaaaaand Seminars in the area of probate 
aaaaaand probate avoidance

((((((941) 747-6433
333333008 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton
eeeeee-mail:  patc3008@aol.com
HHHHHHome visits available

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

AME MeNU
Monday, March 17

Breakfast: Breakfast Pizza, Bagel, Cinnamon 
Roll, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: “Leprechaun” Cheeseburgers or “Lucky” 
Chicken Tenders, “Pot O Gold” Potato Smiles, 

“Green” Beans, “Luck of the Irish” 
Mixed Fruit, Tangerines

Tuesday, March 18
Breakfast: Blueberry Muffi n, Cereal, Toast, Peanut 

Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Breaded Chicken Pieces or Hot Dog, 

Red Potatoes, Broccoli with Cheese Sauce, Pears
Wednesday, March 19 

(early dismissal canceled)
Breakfast:  “Jump Start” selection, Super 

Donut, Toast, Cereal
Lunch: Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Assorted Salads 

and Sandwiches, Carrots with Dip, 
Strawberry Cup

Thursday, March 20
Breakfast: Chicken Patty on a Bun, 

Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Student Planned Meal

Friday, March 21
Good Friday holiday. No School.����� ��	 
��� �� ����	 ���� ���� 
����

DARE introductions
Fifth-grader Harrison Franke introduces himself to 
Holmes Beach Police Offi cer Brian Copeman on the 
fi rst day of Drug Abuse Resistance Education in Anne 
Kinnan’s Anna Maria Elementary School classroom. 
Copeman is the schools new resource offi cer and 
DARE instructor. Islander Photo: Diana Bogan

Bio-history
Joe Kerata, who has studied 
around the world and taught 
advanced biology in northeast 
Ohio for three decades, lectures 
to a crowd at the Studio at Gulf 
and Pine Feb. 27. His talk, on 
a “time machine,” was part of 
the University of South Florida 
Sarasota-Manatee’s Academy 
for Lifelong Learning speaker 
series on the Island. The next 
program will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 12, when 
Goody Hirshfeld will talk about 
“The Art of the Caves.” Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

AGAMI showcases 
student
The Artists Guild of 
Anna Maria Island is 
featuring this month 
the work of 17-year-old 
Bayshore High School 
student Becca Warner 
in the Guild Gallery, 
5414 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Becca, 
pictured with teacher 
Susan Swanson, left, and 
AGAMI president Joan 
Voyles, plans to major in 
art and eventually own a 
gallery. For more infor-
mation, call 941-778-
6694. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy AGAMI

‘Born Yesterday’ opens
The congressional-corruption comedy “Born Yes-
terday,” featuring a sizeable cast and directed by 
Phyllis Elfenbein, will open Thursday, March 13, and 
continue through March 30 at the theater, 10009 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria. The box offi ce is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and one 
hour before performances. Show times are at 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. 
For more information, call the box offi ce at 941-778-
5755. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Stained glass demonstration planned
From 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, March 15, the Island 
Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts 
a demonstration in stained glass with Kathy Storm. 
The free program is part of the artist cooperative’s 
ongoing series. Information: 941-792-1039. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy John Bonser
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Child’s play nurtures big league dreamsChild’s play nurtures big league dreams

Major League love: Baseball wives Major League love: Baseball wives 
talk sports, romance, familytalk sports, romance, family

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Brenda Boyd May and Shirley Virdon remember 
as children going to the baseball park with their dads.
 Both women had a love for the game long before 
they met the loves of their lives — professional baseball 
players Milt May and Bill Virdon.
 “We got in a station wagon and drove all over the 
country,” remembered Brenda, who grew up in Palmetto 
and whose ties to the Island go back to her childhood.
 “I just had always loved baseball,” Shirley said 
over lunch one recent afternoon at Brenda’s home and 
real estate offi ce on Pine Avenue in Anna Maria. “I just 
always loved watching the game. My dad took me to 
a game when I was 10 years old and I just absolutely 
loved it.”
 With her passion for the sport, Shirley said she 
and Bill Virdon had “a language that we could speak 
together. We had that in common and we just clicked.
 “We met and we married,” she added, recalling the 
beginning of her longtime relationship with the man 
and professional baseball.
 Bill Virdon played minor league ball and then, in 
the mid-1950s, went up to the majors. He was rookie 
of the year in 1955 with the St. Louis Cardinals. But 
he really made a name for himself — and his family 
— with the Pirates.
 The Virdons, whose permanent residence is in 
Springfi eld, Mo., began wintering on Anna Maria Island 
when the Pirates began training in 1969 in Bradenton. 
By then Bill Virdon was coaching.

 “The single players at that time were required to 
stay at Pirate City, but we stayed out here,” Shirley 
remembered.
 As the Pirates operation settled into a 40-year 
contract to train in Bradenton, Brenda’s father, Wilbur 
Boyd, was building condominiums on the Island, 
hoping to provide player housing.
 “We sold to Bruce Kison, Willie Stargell, Bill 
Robinson, Phil Garner, Jim Morrison,” Brenda said. 
“Everybody was staying out here. … It was kind of 
like Anna Maria was part of them.”
 And several years after the Pirates began spending 
their early spring in Manatee County, Brenda married 
catcher Milt May, drafted by the Pirates in 1970. May 
made his debut in the majors against Chicago in Sep-
tember 1970. He played for the Pirates until 1973, then 
played with the Tigers, Astros, White Sox and Giants 
before returning to the Pittsburgh club. He then con-
tinued his pro career as a coach.
 Marriage to a MLB player can mean a lot of 
moving and traveling — and a lot of afternoons at the 
ballpark.
 Shirley didn’t follow her husband when he was 
playing away from home. “Early on, the wives couldn’t 
afford to travel,” she said. “We didn’t make it on the road 
trips. There were just no wives at all on the road.”
 But the family did make the trip from their home 
base in Missouri to Manatee County for spring training 
and to Pittsburgh for the summer.
 “Our life was good,” Shirley said, “and exciting.”
 Excitement often was found in the stadiums.

 Neither Brenda nor Shirley could estimate the 
number of games they’ve watched over the years. But 
they could single out the highlights — championship 
series, memorable plays and legendary players.
 Both women quickly agreed on the greatest player 
they’ve seen on the fi eld — outfi elder Roberto Clem-
ente, who played for the Pirates from 1955 until 1972, 
the year he died aboard a plane taking relief supplies 
to Nicaragua after an earthquake.
 “He was the only baseball player I ever revered,” 
Brenda said. “Roberto was like royalty.”
 “He was like a god,” Shirley added.
 Shirley recalled that the most exciting game she 
saw took place in 1960, when the Pirates played the 
New York Yankees for a World Series title.
 “Bill Mazeroski hit that home run,” she remem-
bered of the series-clinching swing by the Pirates 
second baseman. The game-seven dinger gave the 
Pirates their fi rst championship since 1925. “It was an 
up-and-down game. A thrill. And it was exciting for us 
to be in the series. Every player dreams of being in a 
World Series.”
 For another memorable moment, Brenda thought 
back to Cincinnati in 1972, when her husband drove in 
Major League Baseball’s millionth run with a three-run 
homer.
 For yet another memorable moment, Brenda 
remembered the seventh game of the 1997 World Series 
in which the Florida Marlins defeated the Cleveland 

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Scott May likes to play catch with his kids.
 He remembers enjoying tossing a baseball as a 
boy and dreaming about playing pro ball like his dad, 
catcher Milt May, a 30-year veteran of Major League 
Baseball.
 Scott May did follow dad’s spikes into pro baseball 
and played minor league baseball 
for the Pirates franchise. Both men 
were catchers — hence the name 
of their Holmes Beach-based busi-
ness, Catchers Marina.
 “It was fun, a lot of fun,” Scott 
May, 34, says of his minor league 
days. “There are a couple of plays 
I remember like they were yester-
day.”
 May learned the game best from 
his dad, and the big league ballplayers 
he hung around as a child. But he also 
learned to play on the fi eld at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center.
 “I played in the 9-13 league at the 
Center and I had a good time,” May 
says, adding that he also played in Bra-
denton and in other youth organizations. 
He smiles at a memory as he sits on the 
deck at the marina. “The Center was a 
blast. Baseball was my fi rst love. And, 
you know, after a game one time at the 
Center, I got my fi rst kiss.”
 Youth baseball on Anna Maria Island 
goes back decades, the days before so 
much pavement, so many McMansions and 
SUVs.
 And youth baseball on Anna Maria Island 
has long enjoyed a close association with big 
league ballplayers — that’s why the fi eld at the Center 
carries the name of MLB pitcher and manager Fred 
Hutchinson, as well as Island youth Benji Scanio, and 
the diamond in Holmes Beach is named for George 
Robert “Birdie” Tebbetts, MLB catcher, manager and 
scout.

 In 1957, when Bradenton hosted the Milwaukee 
Braves for spring training, all-star Major Leaguers 
turned out to play a benefi t for the Anna Maria Island 
Playground Society.
 A souvenir program for the game on Jan. 27, 1957, 
can be found in the reference room at the Manatee 
County Central Library 

in Bradenton.
 Box seat tickets for the game sold for $2. A seat 
in the bleachers could be purchased for $1.10. And the 
money raised went to “new facilities” for an “all-Island, 
all-age recreational center.”
 From the box seats or the bleachers, a fan would 

have seen Rip Sewall, Johnny Allen, Lindy McDan-
iel, Bill Virdon, Jack Russell, Don Zimmer, Al Brazle, 
Spud Chandler, Jake Flowers, Hooks Lott, Johnny Dell, 
Paul Waner, Edd Roush, Paul Schreiber, Bill McKech-
nie, Fred Mollwitz, Max Lanier, Bobby Kline, Rudy 

Laskowski, Virgil Trucks, Heinie Groh, 
Bucky Harris, Butch Henline, Billy 
Klaus, Heinie Manush, Mickey McDer-
mott, Billy Goodman, Al Lopez, Early 
Wynn, George Susce Jr., George Susce,  
Hoot Evers, Lew Burdette, John Cooney, 
Wes Ferrell, Johnny Vandermeer, Arthur 
Vance, Ewell Blackwell, Ted McGrew, 
Henry Johnson, Guy Bagli, Bob Hall, 
Billy Sullivan, Earl Torgeson and Fred 
Hutchinson.
 “Full credit for planning this 
game and for gathering together the 
players belongs to Island resident 
Freddie Hutchinson, manager of the 
St. Louis Cardinals,” the program 
stated. “All of the residents of Anna 
Maria Island join in expressing their 
sincere thanks for the wonderful 
cooperation received from every-
one.”
 The money raised from that 
all-star game, and many more 
years of fundraising, helped 
promote youth sports on Anna 
Maria Island. The emphasis has 
changed over the decades, but 
baseball remains a favorite pas-
time of Island boys and girls.
 Some youths may dream, as 
Scott May did, of turning pro.
 May wonders — and hopes 
— if one of his three children will 

have that dream.
 May’s eldest girl, Healey, 7, plays softball. His 
son, Mac, 4, begins tee-ball this year. His youngest, 
Penelope, 3, hasn’t yet signed up for a team.

Three unidentifi ed children play ball — softball in this case — 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center in Anna Maria in 1970. Islander 

Photo:  Manatee County Public Library Historic Photograph Collection

PLEASE SEE WIVES, NEXT PAGE

PLEASE SEE CENTER, NEXT PAGE



THE ISLANDER  MARCH 12, 2008  13

The Island Experts Since 1972

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center 

778-9622
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4 DAYS ONLY4 DAYS ONLY
MARCH 12-15MARCH 12-15

25%25%
OFFOFF
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OFFOFF

ALL REGULAR PRICED 
MERCHANDISE

941-778-4505

5330 Gulf Drive
S&S Plaza, Holmes Beach

Ladies’ and Men’s 
Resortwear

Mister Roberts

SELECT GROUPS OF 
NAME-BRAND FASHIONS 

IN ALL DEPARTMENTS
UP TO 50% OFF

40% OFF ALL KORET

Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

Located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA • 9809 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria 
(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!
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Play Ball!Play Ball!

Out to the ballgame
Islanders Jill Morris, Joan Pettigrew, Chris Shaw and Janet Aubry set out for McKecknie Field in Bradenton 
on March 2 to catch the Pittsburgh Pirates in a spring-training contest with the Tampa Bay Rays. Tampa won 
7-5. Islander Photo: Courtesy Chris Shaw

Scott May 
of Catch-
ers Marina 
played minor 
league 
baseball. He 
learned the 
game from his 
Major League 
dad, Milt 
May, and as a 
Little Leaguer 
at the Anna 
Maria Island 
Commu-
nity Center. 
Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

Indians. Milt May was the Marlin’s batting coach for 
the series, which went to an 11-inning seventh game.
 “That was the one,” Brenda said, recalling the 
excitement.
 A sporting life includes being under the public 
watch, being sought after for autographs and charitable 
donations, being cheered and sometimes jeered. The 
Virdons and Mays shared all that together, as couples 
and teammates.
 “Shirley’s my best friend in baseball,” Brenda 
said.
 “In baseball, you stay connected,” Shirley 
added.
 Spring-training season, they agreed, results in a 
Pirates family reunion on Anna Maria Island, as gen-
erations of pros and their relatives gather for the start 
of a new year.
 “We get together for dinner,” Brenda said. “We 

Wives
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

hang out.”
 Shirley added, “We all get together and tell the 
same stories over and over again.”
 In years past, the ballplayers, their families and 

their Island friends gathered for picnics on the beach, 
parties on the pool deck, dinners out.
 For years the Sandbar Restaurant hosted a Pirates 
party. Restaurant owner Ed Chiles remembered a cel-
ebration in 1979, the year the Pirates beat the Orioles 
4-3 in the World Series.
 “The characters and personalities” who have come 
to the Island during spring training, said Chiles, “have 
added a great deal of richness to our restaurants and to 
the Island as a whole. Many of them have put down 
roots in our area as well or visit often. We would not 

be the same without (them).”
 The family names of big league residents, regulars 
and return visitors over the years probably sound 
familiar to even casual fans of the game — May, 
Virdon, Blass, Prince, Viel, Mazeroski.
 “It’s been like a fraternity,” Brenda said of the gath-

erings. “Once you are a buccaneer you are always a 
buccaneer.”
 “I’ve always loved this area,” Shirley said.

Brenda Boyd May, standing, and Shirley Virdon outside 
Boyd’s seasonal home and real estate offi ce on Pine Avenue 
in Anna Maria. Both have lived the life of “MLB wives.” 

 “It’s a great life,” May says. “But if they don’t want 
to pursue baseball, I’ll support them doing whatever.”
 May says he always had the desire to play. “I grew 
up in a clubhouse,” he says. “I always wanted to play. 
I love the competition and the game itself. My whole 
life revolved around baseball.”

Center
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12



 14  MARCH 12, 2008  THE ISLANDER
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Play Ball!Play Ball!

Acupuncture Can Help! 
• Arthritis • Weight loss

• Back, neck, knee pain
• And much more

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Free consultations, 773- 6134

Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

Island
Chiropractic

Center

Dr. Kathleen Goerg

778-0722

• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

NEW LOCATION!
Island Chiropractic Center is moving 
to a new location beginning March 17! 

6000 Marina Drive • Suite 104 • Holmes Beach 
(in the Agnelli Professional Park) 

Stone Crab 
Specials! 

Floaters $5/lb. 
Medium $10/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $15/lb. 
Buy 20 pounds and save more!

Floaters $4/lb. 
Medium $8/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $12/lb.

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC. 
4600 124th St. W., Cortez 

941-794-1249 
M-F: 8am-Noon & 1-5pm • Sat: 8am-Noon

at AP BELL 

The Islander
Ooh La La!

Islander treasures baseball collectibles

Play books: Guides to the gamePlay books: Guides to the game

Islanders name that teamIslanders name that team

The new Rays’ logo, introduced in 
time for Tampa Bay’s 2008 season. 

Islander Image: Courtesy Tampa Bay Rays

 • The Dolphins.
 • The Skimmers.
 • The Sharks.
 • The Terns.
 • The Surf.
 • The Sun.
 • The Mullets.
 • The Tide.
 • The Manatees.
 • The Pelicans.
 • The Castaways.
 • The Storm.
 • The Islanders.
 • The Eye.
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Play Ball!Play Ball!

Holmes Beach resident Dave McKeever, who works on Manatee 
County’s community farm in west Bradenton, is a baseball enthu-
siast and memorabilia collector. He has about 100,000 sports 
cards. “Just ask my wife,” he says. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Dave McKeever has that rich, booming old-fash-
ioned radio voice.
 Listen to the Holmes Beach resident and you might 
be reminded of nostalgic days when fans tuned 
into ballgames on their transitor radios.
 For a while some years ago, the voice put 
McKeever in a dream position. He was working 
in radio, holding a press pass and gaining access 
to a lot of baseball games and baseball players. 
He also was involved in a history project in which 
he was dispatched to dozens of sites to interview 
baseball players about spring-training memories.
 “It was a dream job,” said McKeever, who 
works at the Geraldson Community Farm in west 
Bradenton. 
 He carried a tape recorder for his sit-down 
sessions with such Hall of Fame players as Willie 
Stargell and Tom Seaver.
 “I went to Dodgertown and there was Sandy 
Koufax and Duke Snider and I thought, ‘This is 

royalty,’” McKeever recalled. “I was like a kid — 24 
years old and I had this dream job.”
 McKeever is a confessed baseball junkie, with an 
extensive memorabilia collection to offer as evidence 
of his addiction.

 In the early 1990s, before the explosion of Internet 
e-tailing and e-trading, McKeever operated a memora-
bilia shop behind a pawn shop on Manatee Avenue.
 “I loved it,” he said, “but the industry kind of went 
sour.

 McKeever’s childhood was spent in Connecti-
cut, putting him in proximity to catch hometown 
play in New York. An early memory is of the 1962 
World Series between the San Francisco Giants 
and the New York Yankees.
 “My father was a big baseball fan when I was 
growing up,” McKeever said. “And all my heroes 
were sports fi gures. So I’ve been collecting ever 
since I was a kid.”
 McKeever estimated that he owns “rough esti-
mate, a couple dozen baseballs” and about 100,000 
baseball cards, including some Milwaukee Braves 
cards circa the 1950s that depict an old McKechnie 
Field. One of the baseballs in his collection was 

signed by Babe Ruth and Ty Cobb.
  “The older stuff never loses its appeal,” he said 
with a grin.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 “Florida’s First Big League Baseball Players: A 
Narrative History” from History Press: Florida play-
grounds produced Alex Rodriguez, Gary Sheffi eld, Luis 
Gonzales and Tino Martinez. But before 1950, just 26 
Floridians had taken their shots in the show. Florida 
native Wes Singletary writes about these guys, play-
ers like Hall of Famer Al Lopez and Red Sox record-
breaker Russ Scarritt. What’s special in this book are the 
black-and-white photographs of baseball in the Tampa 
area and the remembrances of former players, including 
a few about the late Islander Birdie Tebbetts.

“Spring Training in Sarasota — 1924-1969” from 
The History Press: Jeff LaHurd’s history of baseball 
in Sarasota contains exciting remembrances of fi ery 
Giants manager Tug McGraw and Boston slugger Ted 

Williams. It also contains some fi ne writing, like the 
opening line, “Payne Park was a Norman Rockwell 
type of baseball fi eld — small and unsophisticated, a 
piece of yesterday’s Americana where the fans were up 

close to the players who seemed no farther away than 
just out of reach.”
 “Spring Training Handbook” from McFarland: 
Boston Red Sox fan Joshua Pahigian scored success 
with “The Ultimate Baseball Road-Trip.” His sequel 
is a guide to the ballparks of the Cactus and Grapefruit 
leagues based on his visits to the 26 parks, including 
those in the Tampa Bay region. This guide is full of 
goodies for history-hunting travelers. An example: 
Dizzy Dean ran a gas station at Fourth Avenue and 
10th Street in Bradenton. 
 “The Complete Guide to Spring Training: Warm 
Breezes, Blue Skies, and Cold Beer” from August Pub-
lications: Springtrainingonline.com editor Kevin Prit-
chard has written a guide to pre-season ball in Florida 
and Arizona that can serve the rookie or the hardcore 
fan. For local fans, Pritchard offers advice for getting 
close to Pirates and Reds players and a history of McK-
ecknie Field and Ed Smith Stadium.
 “Baseball for Dummies” from Wiley: For those who 
don’t know much about this great American pastime, 
the familiar yellow-jacketed “Dummies” book covers 
the game from pee-wee play to the big show. Hall of 
Famer and ESPN analyst Joe Morgan wrote the book 
with Richard Lally. A perfect browse for Little League 
fans who want to follow the game and talk the lingo.

 Tampa Bay’s Major League 
Baseball team began the 2008 
season with a new name, new team 
colors and a new icon.
 The Rays, formerly the Devil 
Rays, are playing in navy and 
light blue and sporting an icon 
with a bright yellow sunburst 
invoking the Sunshine State.
 With the arrival of the new Rays, 
The Islander took to the fi eld to fi nd 
out what fans might name a MLB 
team on Anna Maria Island — yes, 
use your imagination. Some of 
the offerings:
 • The Beach Boys.
 • The Hurricanes.
 • The Turtles.
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501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just Just 
visitingvisiting

paradise?paradise?

West Bradenton man 
knew why he fought in 

World War II
  For west Bradenton resident Kurt Marburg there 
was never any question that he would fi ght in World 
War II, or what he was fi ghting for.
  As a 9-year-old German-Jewish boy in Berlin on 
Jan. 31, 1933, he witnessed fi rst-hand the ascension 
of Adolf Hitler to power — and the beginning of the 
Holocaust and the WWII.
  “I remember my family talking about Hitler and 
what had happened that day. I guess my father knew 
that Hitler planned a dictatorship, but my family and 
relatives didn’t think it would be so bad for Jewish 
people,” Kurt recalled.
  How wrong they were. But to the credit of Kurt’s 
parents, they gradually began to realize that these sup-
posed “temporary measures” against the Jews were, in 
fact, permanent. And a portend of what was to come.
  “We had no immediate plans to get out. My family 
thought the restrictions on Jews were just temporary, 
that things would return to normal.”
  But “things” did not return to normal, they only 
got worse. In 1937, Kurt’s parents made the decision 
to legally emigrate from Germany to America, where 
two of Kurt’s father’s uncles resided. It was a decision 
that likely saved their lives and that of their only child 
— Kurt.
  As Kurt said, one only had to read “Mein Kampf,” 
Hitler’s 1923 autobiography written while he was 
imprisoned, to realize that Hitler intended to extermi-
nate every Jewish person from Germany and Europe.
  “My parents finally believed after Jews were 
expelled from schools and people began to disappear,” 
he said.
  Legal immigration, however, was not an easy pro-
cess during the 1930s. After obtaining all the necessary 
documents and sponsorships, the family had to “wait 
in line” until their number came up at the American 
Embassy in Berlin. That came in late 1938. 
  Even then, however, Kurt, his parents and grand-
mother were not yet free to head for their new home.
  “Even after you got your U.S. visa, you still had 
to get an exit visa from the German authorities. They 

Kurt Marburg as an infantryman in the U.S. Army 
during World War II.

called my father into the treasury department and basi-
cally he had to pay a ‘premium price’ to get our exit 
visas. He never said how much it was, but I think you 
can say he had to bribe the offi cial to stamp the visa.”
  It was either pay up or be consigned to the horror 
in Germany in early November 1938. Many people did 
not have the payment and would eventually pay with 
their lives.
  Five days after the Marburgs departed for New 
York via ship, the infamous “Kristallnacht” occurred 
in Germany, where Jewish businesses were burned, 
destroyed or confi scated by the Nazis, while Jews were 
deported to the concentration camps, and thousands of 
innocent people were murdered by Nazi street thugs.
  The Marburg family settled in New York City.  
Although Kurt spoke almost no English and had to be 
held back a semester in high school, he soon adapted 
to this strange country that had given he and his family 
an opportunity to survive.
  By mid-1939, Kurt and his family knew they’d 
made the right decision. They began to get word from 
relatives still in Berlin that Jews were being rounded up 
daily for deportation to places unknown. Most would 
never be heard from again.
  After war broke out in Europe in September 1939, 
Kurt and his family were considered “enemy aliens” by 
the U.S. State Department, but Kurt still had to register 
for the draft when he turned 18.
  On Dec. 7, 1941, Kurt was home listening to the 

radio when an announcer interrupted the program to 
say that the Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbor.
  “Like a lot of other folks, I had no idea where Pearl 
Harbor was, but I knew that it had certainly simplifi ed 
the issue of whether or not America was going to get 
into the war or sit it out. I was ready to do my part for 
my country, even though I wasn’t yet a citizen,” he 
recalled.
  Kurt graduated from high school in June 1943 and 
was drafted into the U.S. Army on July 7, 1943.
  “There was no question in my mind that I wouldn’t 
go. My mother was worried, but my father knew it was 
the right thing to do. Nobody had to tell me why I was 
fi ghting. The United States had offered my family a 
haven from the Nazis and certain death and it was my 
duty to answer the call.” 
  And it would give Kurt a chance to pay back the 
Nazis.
  Following basic training in Texas, Kurt and others 
classifi ed as “enemy aliens” but serving in the Army 
were taken to the courthouse in Tyler, Texas, where 
they swore allegiance to the United States. “They said 
if we got an honorable discharge, we’d automatically 
get our citizenship and that’s exactly what happened,” 
Kurt said, joking that it might have been the only time 
during his service where the Army told the truth.
  By January 1944, Kurt’s training was fi nished and 
his unit was slated for action in the Pacifi c, news that 
Kurt did not greet with immediate enthusiasm.
  “If I had a choice, I wanted to go to Europe to join 
the fi ght. I knew who I wanted to pay back.”
  Kurt got his wish when he got sick a few days 
before his unit was scheduled to depart for California 
and he wasn’t on the unit roster that headed out of Texas 
for the Pacifi c.
  When he recovered, he was ordered to the 99th 
Infantry Division, which was then forming in Texas to 
eventually enter the European Theater.
  On June 6, 1944, the division was still training in 
Texas, and some — including Kurt — were worried 
that the war would be over before they had a chance to 
fi ght.
 Their worries were unfounded, as the Germans put 
up stubborn resistance in the hedgerows of Normandy 
and in September 1944 during the ill-fated Market-
Garden operation in Holland.
  The 99th landed in France and arrived in Belgium 
on Nov. 9, 1944, the fifth anniversary of Kristall-
nacht.
  “We replaced the 9th Infantry Division and were 
told this was one of the quietest sectors of the front. 
And it was. We didn’t do a whole lot for the next month 
except put out some patrols.”
  By this time, Kurt had been transferred to an anti-
tank unit fi ring a 57 mm anti-tank gun, a weapon that, 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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according to Kurt, had about as much effect against a 
German Panzer tank as a peashooter. Thankfully, no 
Panzers appeared, at least not until Dec. 16, 1944.
  “We knew something was up in early December. 
Our patrols were reporting the Germans were build-
ing up their forces. Even the Belgian farm boys were 
coming to us about the Germans getting their tanks 
and artillery together in the woods in front of us. We 
passed these reports on, but the ‘brass’ (including 
Eisenhower, Bradley and Montgomery) refused to 
accept this eyewitness information. So, we didn’t 
get reinforcements and didn’t go on alert.”
  The “alert” arrived at 4:30 a.m. on Dec. 16, 1944, 
when the Germans opened up with every artillery and 
tank they had. It was the Battle of the Bulge, Hitler’s 
last-gamble, a desperate attempt to drive a wedge 
between the Allies and seize the port of Antwerp 
to gain fuel and supplies — and possibly obtain a 
negotiated settlement with the western Allies. 
  And it succeeded, at fi rst.
   “The German spies had zeroed in every artillery 
and tank we had. They were blown to pieces in the 
fi rst bombardment. They wiped out all our guns and 
put us on the run,” remembered Kurt.
  The division “retreated” to Elsonborne Ridge 
about 30 miles northwest of Bastogne, where the 
division was ordered to make a stand, or else.
  “If the Germans got through us, there was noth-
ing to stop them from taking Antwerp, we were told.” 
In addition, word began to circulate among Kurt and 
his pals of what the Waffen S.S. (armed military 
branch of the Nazi’s Schutz-Staffel organization and 
decidedly anti-Jewish) was doing to captured Allied 
Jewish soldiers.
  “We heard that they would separate the Jewish 
boys from the others and just murder them in cold 
blood. It wasn’t surprising, coming from the S.S. We 
knew they were dedicated Nazis killers. Then, we 
learned about the massacre at Malmedy.”
  At Malmedy, about 10 miles from the 99th Infan-
try positions, a unit of the 12th S.S. Panzers had cap-
tured a recon squad of about 70 American soldiers. 
Rather than take them as prisoners of war, the S.S. 
simply machine-gunned them all in an empty fi eld.
  While nobody said anything outright, Kurt — 
now back with the infantry and carrying an M-1 rifl e 
— and his buddies fi gured it would not be good to 
be captured by the S.S., particularly if your dog tags 
were stamped with an “H” for the Hebrew faith.
  “We were under no illusions about the S.S. Even 
though this was our fi rst real baptism of fi re, we 
weren’t going to let them get through us. Malmedy 
had put the fear of God in us.”
  The Germans attacked relentlessly from mid-De-
cember through Christmas. Outmanned, outgunned 
and without any supplies because of bad weather, the 
99th — along with the 101st Airborne at Bastogne 

and the 2nd Armored Division near Liege — held 
their lines.
  It was close-up fi ghting in what some Belgians 
said was the coldest winter in European history.
  Kurt and his fellow soldiers had no winter uni-
forms, no way to wash their clothes or bodies, shave, 
had no extra socks and no winter boots, and no way 
to get warm.
  “I only had one pair of boots and three pairs of 
socks. We slept in the ice and snow. I don’t know 
how we held, but we held.”
  Unfortunately, the dreaded trenchfoot disease 
befell more Allied soldiers than the Germans killed, 
and Kurt was no exception. 
  “Trenchfoot was everywhere because we couldn’t 
get clean socks and couldn’t get winter boots.” One 
day, Kurt awoke to pain so severe in his feet he had 
to scream. His platoon leader took one look at his 
feet and ordered him to the aid station, where he was 
examined and promptly evacuated to a hospital in 
France.
  “The medic said it was one of the worst cases 
of trenchfoot he’d seen, and he saw a lot during the 
battle,” Kurt recalled. Some cases were so severe that 
toes and feet and an occasional leg had to be ampu-
tated on the spot. Kurt was one of the lucky ones.
  “I got sent to France, then back to England, but I 
recovered.” He underwent several months of recovery, 
but didn’t lose any toes or a foot.
  “I was returned to active duty, but by that time, the 
war was almost over. Since I could speak German, I 
guess the Army fi gured I’d make a good MP (military 
policeman) who could deal with the German civil-
ians.”
  Kurt was sent to an MP battalion in Bad Homburg, 
just outside Frankfurt, where the Allies had established 
their headquarters following the German surrender in 
early May.
  “It was occupation duty, but it was good duty. 
Eisenhower had his quarters in our city and we 
escorted him to and from Frankfurt every day. We 
also got to escort a lot of Russian, French and British 
dignitaries.”
  With comfortable MP duty, Kurt had a lot of spare 
time on his hands. One day, he and a buddy visited the 
concentration camp at Buchenwald, but Kurt didn’t 
make the connection between the camp, the Holocaust 
and his six relatives that had remained behind in Ger-
many when he and his parents had left in 1938.
  “I just didn’t connect Buchenwald with the fate 
of my relatives. All I knew was that we had stopped 
getting letters from them when the war started. We 
knew they had been rounded up, but when I was there, 
I didn’t ask the right questions. I was appalled by what 
I saw and disgusted, but it was just too incredible — at 
that time — to believe there had been a Holocaust.”
  It was only after Kurt returned to New York for his 
discharge that the family asked the International Red 
Cross for information about their missing relatives. 

The Nazis were noted for their record-keeping, and 
as the world learned of the tragedy of 6 million Jews, 
Kurt and his family would learn that their six family 
members left behind in 1938 had been exterminated.
  “But that was after I was discharged. While I was 
in Germany, I didn’t make the connection. I just didn’t 
think about it.”
  And Kurt did enjoy his status as a German-speak-
ing MP.
  Starving and desperate for clothing, medical sup-
plies or anything to get them through the harsh winter 
of 1945-46, the German civilians began to seek out 
Kurt as a means of accessing the Post Exchange — the 
military equivalent of a department store/supermarket 
— to obtain food and other goods. Jewelry, watches, 
family heirlooms, antiques and priceless paintings and 
other items were worthless to the Germans, who were 
starving and in dire need of clothes and a blanket, or 
just a roof over their heads.
  “There was a thriving trade going on between 
the Germans and soldiers. Some people called it the 
black market. The Germans had nothing,” said Kurt. 
And some German women would trade other things 
as well.
  Being an MP in occupied Germany wasn’t that 
bad. “I wasn’t bored. In a small town like Bad Hom-
burg, it got around that I could speak German and I 
came in close contact with the German population.”
  The good duty, however, came to an end in 1946 
when his enlistment ended. Kurt was anxious to get 
back to the United States, but he saw a good opportu-
nity for a job when the operation of the Post Exchange 
was turned over to a civilian company known as the 
European Exchange Service. He applied for a civil-
ian position and thanks to his language skills, was 
hired.
  He returned to New York, took his honorable dis-
charge, became a U.S. citizen and then went back to 
Germany for his new job. 
  Back in Germany and working for the EES in 
Munich, Kurt made the acquaintance of a young 
German woman named Charlotte from Berlin. She 
was a cashier for the EES. She and two other young 
women, one with a 3-month-old child, had walked 
from Berlin to Munich — about 400 miles — in the 
fi nal days of the war to escape the advancing Russians 
and reach the American sector of Germany. The walk 
took seven weeks.
  “There was no other way. There was no transpor-
tation except military vehicles, so they walked,” said 
Kurt.
  Lucky for him, the women made it to Munich and 
romance blossomed for Kurt.
  Kurt returned to New York in 1950 and enrolled 
at the State University of New York, while Charlotte 
applied and received legal immigration papers for 
America in 1951. After her arrival, the couple mar-
ried and have been together 57 years.
  Kurt went into human resources after graduation 
and retired in 1982. He and Charlotte moved perma-
nently to Bradenton in 1985.
  After a few months of retirement boredom, he 
met a Holocaust survivor, who encouraged Kurt to 
accompany him on his forays to speak to schools, 
organizations and interested parties about the war.
  “And I’ve been doing that ever since,” Kurt said. 
“That’s what keeps me busy. I didn’t realize I had a 
story, but I got the connection with my relatives who 
died in the Holocaust. It was the biggest tragedy of 
the 20th century.”
  Kurt is active with the American Legion Post No. 
24 and is an honor guard, and works with the Sarasota-
Manatee Jewish Federation speaker’s bureau to line 
up speaking engagements.
  “I have no regrets about my military service. I was 
glad to serve. I was given an opportunity to serve my 
country and I was accepted as a soldier. I did my duty 
for my country and history and I have no regrets.”
  A proud member of the Greatest Generation.

 
 “The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Gen-
eration” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton 
and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in 
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, 
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War 
II or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. 
Please, call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978. 

Today, Kurt Marburg gives talks to area schools and organizations about the Battle of the Bulge during WWII 
and the Holocaust, two subjects he is eminently familiar with. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet includes 

dessert  $9.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Tom Mobley
Tues. - Larry Rich
Wed. - Mike Sales

Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

s anytime for food and fun on the beach!s anytime for food and fun on the beach!s anytime for food and fun on the beach!

St. Patrick's Day SpecialsSt. Patrick's Day Specials
beginning at noon Monday March 17beginning at noon Monday March 17

Cabbage DinnerCabbage Dinner $9.95
SandwichSandwich  $6.95

Irish Music & More by entertainer Irish Music & More by entertainer 
Tom Mobley 4-8pmTom Mobley 4-8pm

Corned Beef andCCCCCorned Beef and

Corned Beef Corned Beef 

Green Beer!Green Beer!

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B4444B44BB44B4444

5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  

Special Appearance
6pm • March 13

Call
778-7978

www.islander.org

Reach more 
than 20,000 

people weekly 
with your ad 
–for as little 

as $12

Anna Maria Island Anna Maria Island 

Barbara and Maggie Bartles
707 Fern St., Anna Maria

A house rooted in a hurricaneA house rooted in a hurricane
 “The house that Gabrielle built” was once a beach 
cottage, now enlarged to include a master suite with 
a skylight, plus many other renovations, necessitated 
when Hurricane Gabrielle tore the roof off the central 
part of the original building in 2001. 
  The front part of the house was rebuilt fi rst, and 
the rest followed. Maggie Bartles recalls that Islanders, 
some of them strangers, were very helpful. 
 Now the 1952-built cottage has thick walls, two 
bedrooms and an offi ce, a backyard that is all patio, 
complete with fountain and a gas fi replace. 
 Island artist Woody Candish’s infl uence is in evi-
dence here, especially in a big metal gate that bears his 
tropical trademark. Art by other Bradenton and Sarasota 
artists graces the home, along with a Native Ameri-
can vase collection in a shadowbox wall arrangement. 
Other items have been brought here from the Bartles’ 
travels around the world. And a Hoosier cabinet is an 
heirloom from Maggie Bartles’ great aunt. 

A landscaped garden surrounds the Bartles’ home in Anna Maria City. Islander Photos: Paul Roat

A gate 
created 
by Anna 
Maria’s 
Woody 
Candish 
welcomes 
visitors to 
the Bartels 
home. 

Chilly? Here’s a gas fi replace to warm you feet.
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Island Mortgage 
Services

6000 Marina  Drive,  Holmes Beach
(941)  778-8448   •   www.ifmloan.com

THE MORTGAGE ANSWER MAN

David A. Dickson
More than 30 years experience in the 

mortgage industry at your service.
Mortgage Question of the Week

How will an “economic stimulus” rebate check 
affect my mortgage?
Paying down non-tax deductible high interest expenses such 
as credit card or auto loans reduces the principal balance and 
monthly payment, increasing monthly cash fl ow.  Use the extra 
cash to pay down the principal on your mortgage. Call me to fi nd 
out more about how to put extra cash in your pocket using a well 
designed mortgage plan!

Q:

A: 

HELPING MAKE PARADISE YOUR BACKYARD!

Want to know more?  
To receive my Mortgage Market 

Weekly Newsletter 
call David A. Dickson,  President (941) 224-4415 
or email him at dadickson@usamfm.com

Dan and Vicki Sack
643 Key Royale Drive, 

Holmes Beach

Mediterranean influence on IslandMediterranean influence on Island
 A Mediterranean infl uence permeates this home 
from recessed lighted ceilings and an ornate medallion 
over a stairway landing to the use of natural stone and 
earth-toned walls. 
 From our own hemisphere, a heavy mahogany front 
door with custom-made scrolled iron work comes from 
Brazil. 
 The Intracoastal Waterway draws the eye to the 
near distance while a misting fountain on an outside 
deck fi lls the foreground.
 The Mediterranean architectural style brings 
together such features as double-beveled countertops 
in the kitchen, with maple cabinets, double dishwashers 
and a large chandelier over the work island. 
 An onyx countertop lighted from below draws atten-
tion in a downstairs bathroom, while a second master 
bedroom upstairs overlooks the Intracoastal Waterway 
and is big enough for a wet bar and art studio. 

Anna Maria IslandAnna Maria Island 
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Pamaro East: 
5465 University Pkwy. 

941-359-0025
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-5 

Pamaro North: 
7782 N. Tamiami Trail 

941-355-5619
Mon-Sat 10-5

Pamaro South: 
4586 S. Tamiami Trail 

941-923-3299
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5

Complimentary in-home design consultation.

Pamaro ShopPamaro Shop 

Refresh your condo with stylish furniture from the Pamaro Shop. 

Every room, every style, every detail just right. 

Family Owned Since 1950 

Tanner Family
103 Cedar Ave., 

Anna Maria

Everything up-to-minute Everything up-to-minute 
and and top qualitytop quality

 Replacing an old tear-down duplex on the Gulf 
shore, this large, stylish house was commissioned by 
a sensitive woman who didn’t live to see it completed. 
It now belongs to her offspring, and is perhaps the 
Island’s top built-for-vacation-rental property. 
 Nothing is perfectly storm-proof, but this building 
comes as close as is likely – it is on pilings that go 
35 feet below grade, a metal roof, doors and windows 
specially fabricated to resist hurricanes. 
 The kitchen alone cost in the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, with special materials, cabinetry, equipment 
and under-the-counter lighting. Floors are tiled through-
out, even the seaside patio is fl oored with shell pavers 
and bathroom counters have cockleshell marble tops. 
 The fi ve bedrooms are served by four baths, the 
master suite huge and elegant. And there are two laun-
dries, one for each livable fl oor. 
 This house will host the Tour of Homes Boutique 
on the ground fl oor. 

Anna Maria IslandAnna Maria Island 

The Gulffront vista to the water is spectacular. The Tanner’s sunny living room overlooks the Gulf of Mexico.

This top-
end vaca-
tion rental 
in Anna 
Maria is 
as close 
to storm-
proof as a 
house can 
be and will 
host the 
boutique at 
the Tour of 
Homes. 
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!
6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 

Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

We buy antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-07071002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat

Located in the Historic East Antiques Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!District- park and walk to area stores!

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Retro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Prom Dresses

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Wedding Dresses 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!Chic Boutiques!

March 13: End of Season Remodeling Sale starts at Sea 
Hagg. Store props, displays and fi xtures on sale. 12304 Cortez 
Rd. W., Cortez
March 15: Simply Put Outdoor Antique & Art Fair. 11904 
Cortez Rd. W. 8am - 3pm, Cortez.
April 6: Ginny’s Flea Market, in Anna Maria, across from  
Ginny’s. 

h h 1313: EEndn  of f SeSeasasonn RRemodeling Sale starts at SSSeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaeaeaeae  
StStorore e prpropops,s, ddisisplplayays and fi xtures oon sasalel . 12121221212121222233303030303033033304 4 Cortez 

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

Zula’s AntiquesZula’s Antiques is a charming haven just 
south of the Skyway Bridge on U.S. 19. Owners Carol 
Adams and Jane Cofer are Bay-area antique veterans and 
situated their shop to accommodate their customer base 
from Sarasota to Tampa. 
And accommodate they do! Zula’s is loaded with quality 
collectibles and antiques. It’s always-changing merchandise 
features furniture, décor pieces large and small, glassware, 
kitchenware and more.
Carol and Jane have put together a wonderful store – fun 
to shop in, beautiful to look at and always that perfect 
piece you can’t live without or have been searching for. 
Stop in and say “hello” to these charming gals and their 
very charming store – you’ll be glad you did. 

A Room A Room 
withwith a a Hue Hue 

Hand-Painted Furniture 
Home Decor • Faux Finishing  

Unique Handbags 
12518 Cortez Rd. W., Cortez Village 

by the Cortez Bridge 
798-9034 • www.aroomwithahue.com 

10-4, Wed.-Sat. or by appointment 

Tour of Homes March 15; ticket outlets are …
 The 15th Annual Anna Maria Island Tour of Homes 
to benefi t the Anna Maria Island Community Center 
takes place starting at 10 a.m. Saturday, March 15.
 Tickets are $15 per person in advance and $20 
on the day of the tour. Tickets may be purchased at 
The Islander newspaper at 5404 Marina Drive in the 
Island Shopping Plaza, in addition to the following 
locations:
 Anna Maria: 
 • The Brass Whale, 9801 Gulf Drive.
 • Ginny’s and Jane E’s, 9807 Gulf Drive.
 • The White Egret, 10006 Gulf Drive. 
 Bradenton Beach:
 • Joe’s Eats and Sweets, 219 Gulf Drive.
 • The Sailor’s Knot, 110 Bridge St.
 Holmes Beach:
 • Ace Hardware, 3352 E. Bay Drive.

 • Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce, 5313 
Gulf Drive.
 • LaPensee Plumbing, 401 Manatee Ave.
 • The Egret’s Landing, 5602 Marina Drive.
 Longboat Key:
 Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce, 6960 Gulf 
of Mexico Drive.
 Reagan Paige, Avenue of the Flowers,
 Bradenton:
 • Crowder Brothers Hardware, 5409 Manatee 
Ave. W.
 • Robyn’s Nest, 7459 Manatee Ave. W.
 Lakewood Ranch:
 • Create Your Own Confectionary, 8141 Lakewood 
Main St.
 Tickets may be purchased on the day of the tour at 
the homes on the tour.

 The Tour of Homes is sponsored by Jim Mixon 
Insurance, Joe Ungvarsky Construction, Kern Con-
struction, Terry Hayes, SKY Sotheby’s International 
Realty and Spivey’s Construction Co. Inc.
 The quilt sponsor is Green Real Estate, the boutique 
sponsor is Duncan Real Estate and the program book 
sponsor is Gagne Construction.
 The day’s activities will be fi nalized with wine and 
cheese at the Waterfront Restaurant in Anna Maria for 
an additional $10 donation.

Egret’s aid Red Cross
 The Egret’s Landing at 5602 Marina Drive in 
Holmes Beach recently hosted its fi rst Tour of Homes 
and raised more than $5,000 for the Manatee County 

PLEASE SEE EGRET, NEXT PAGE
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRR
a

sss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	
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9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
Remodeling Sale! Remodeling Sale! 

Store Props, Store Props, 

display and display and 

f ixtures on sale! f ixtures on sale! 

Unique pieces!Unique pieces!
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5 OUT OF 4 PEOPLE 
SHOP AT GINNY’S

Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the old IGA

9807 Gulf Drive• Anna Maria
Opens at 7am Tuesday-Saturday and 8am on Sunday

Hi,  I’m Ginny!
Visit me for the best in 
home furnishings and 
accessories with a funky, 
swanky fl air!

And don’t forget our

Gigantic Flea Market
Sunday, April 6

Ginny’s  778-3170  •  Jane E’s  778-7370

Hi,  I’m Jane E.  Visit my Bakery,  
Internet Cafe and Smoothie Bar for 
something yummy in your tummy!

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell In a Nutshell 
6441 U.S. Hwy. 19

 Terra Ceia 
Just south of the Sunshine 

Skyway Bridge 
10am-5:30 Mon.-Sat. (closed 

Mondays in summer) 

729-9500729-9500

You’ll be amazed at the selection of merchandise at 
Zula’s, from furniture to silver - it has it all! 

Carol Adams and Jane Cofer are the charming owners 
of Zula’s Antiques, a great shop just south of the 
Skyway Bridge. 

Kitty and Tiki 
fi nd an impres-
sive entryway 
chair and strike 
a pose. Zula’s 
Antiques is full 
of interesting 
pieces. 

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

“Where fine meets funky” 

25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

Find us atFind us at

Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

““WWWWWWhhhWhhhhhere ffiinnnnnne mmmmmmmeettsWW mmh n sf ee e eetse ee ne meetsrrhh“ ff“““WWWWhhhhere ffinnnnne mmmmmeetts fffunnnnnkkkkkkyfffunkkkyfffunnnnkkkky”””” ”””””
Tide and Moon  Tide and Moon  JJewelryewelry

   yyy
Hand-Crafted Sea-Hand-Crafted Sea-
Inspired PendantsInspired Pendants

Club BCClub BBBBClu Bbbbbbbu BCCC BClu Bbbu
N B d B hlf D B dlf D N B d B h

Mermaids, Shells Mermaids, Shells 
and More!and More!

And Now Featuring:And Now Featuring:
• French Dressing • French Dressing 
  Jeanswear  Jeanswear
• Cactus Shirts• Cactus Shirts
• Focus Casual Wear• Focus Casual Wear
• White Dresses for a • White Dresses for a 
  Casual Island wedding  Casual Island wedding

Swimsuits Swimsuits 
and and 

SeparatesSeparates
for all ages, for all ages, shapes & sizesshapes & sizes

BEACH SHOP

4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach
At the Manatee Public Beach
941-778-5442 • Open Daily

Manatee County’s largest selection of:Manatee County’s largest selection of:
  Collectible Dolls  Collectible Dolls

  Painted Glass Window Art  Painted Glass Window Art
  Native American Turquoise Jewelry   Native American Turquoise Jewelry 
and everything you need for the beach!and everything you need for the beach!

Tuesday-Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4  
611 Manatee Ave. E. (SR64) • Bradenton • 941-749-1166

Accepting quality home furnishings and 
designer womens clothing and accessories

New Monthly Markdowns

Come See 

Our Unique

Store

705 9th St. E. • Bradenton 
(SE corner of SR64 and 9th St. E.)

941-779-8601 941-779-8601 
Mon:by chance or appointment 

Tues.-Fri:1-5pm • Sat & Sun: 12-5pm

The Wishing Well The Wishing Well 
Antiques 
Shabby Chic
Orchids 
Restoration

Chapter of the American Red Cross.
 The money was raised through admission fees, 
silent auction, personal donations, raffl e tickets and 10 
percent of everything sold at the Egret’s Landing store 
during the tour.
 The three homes on the tour were decorated and 
furnished by Egret’s Landing.
 In addition, the White Egret, the parent com-
pany of Egret’s Landing, is the first community 
partner of the Manatee County Chapter on Anna 
Maria Island. The White Egret is located at 10006 
Gulf Drive in Anna Maria.
 Egret’s Landing and the White Egret, along 
with the Egret’s Nest at 10008 Gulf Drive in Anna 
Maria, are owned by John and Barb Jaeger.
 For more information on the three stores, call 941-
778-2878.

Chamber business at Haley’s
 The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce will 
host its March business card exchange from 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 23, at Haley’s Motel, 8102 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. For reservations, call 941-778-1541.
 The Sunrise Breakfast for March will be held from 
7:45 a.m. to 9 a.m. on Wednesday, March 12, at the Sun 
House Restaurant on Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach. 
The breakfast is $8 per person and is open to current 
and prospective members.
 A sign of the busy times at the chamber and on Anna 
Maria Island came from the chamber’s statistical depart-
ment, which for February reported 69,548 Web hits, 612 
telephone inquiries for lodging and 2,938 walk-in visits.
 In other news, the Chamber welcomed the follow-
ing new members in February:
 • Tammy’s Elite Travel, 2006 47th St., Bradenton, 
Tammy Fieber, 941-795-7661.
 • Tidewell Hospice and Palliative Care, 4151 37th 
St. E., Palmetto, Bettina Tyler, 941-256-1096.

 • Horizon Bank, 900 53rd Ave. E., Bradenton, Anne 
Nelson, 941-803-8379.
  • Frank Agnelli Pools & Construction, 1208 73rd 
St. N.W., Bradenton, Frank Agnelli, 941-737-9111.
 • Tampa Bay DJ., 2718 Golf Heights circle, Valrico, 
Chuck Weirich, 813-425-2782.
 • Anne Nelson Design, 417 Old Main St. #106, 
Bradenton, Anne Nelson, 941-803-8379.
 • New Deal Entertainment, 3820 Wilkinson Road., 
Sarasota, Martin Bednar, 941-923-2333.
 • Netgain Promotions, P.O. Box 1298, Cortez, 
Joseph Tortorici, 941-580-6194.
 • Happily Ever After, 506 26th Ave. W., Bradenton, 
Brandy Booth, 941-744-6451.
 • Sunshine Carriages of Sarasota, 7034 Westwood 
Drive, Sarasota, Peggy Creadon, 941-923-2664.
  • Paychex, 11491 Walden Loop, Parrish, Michelle 
Grunberg, 941-706-5679.
 • A Moveable Feast, 6830 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key, Christofer Dale, 941-387-8678.

Egret aid
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20



 22  MARCH 12, 2008  THE ISLANDER

4708 Manatee Ave.  W. Bradenton

(941) 708-0510
10-3pm Tuesday thru Saturday 

Thousands of fabrics...minutes from the Island!
Home Fabrics

Window Treatments
Upholstery

House Fluffi ng
Design Services

Plain & Fancy 
FabricMarket

Kathy Flath Goodwin, Designer

15% off your purchase of $500 or more
with this ad, through April 15, 2008 Ca

su
al
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Shoppes of Paradise Bay 
7370 Cortez Rd., Bradenton 
941-761-1947 
Convenient to the Island

Furniture & More 

Take an elegant break from the home 
tour for breakfast or brunch … 
savor the fl avors of real French Toast, 
Eggs Benedict, an Asparagus Omelette, 
Grilled Fresh Tuna, Caesar Salad, 
Lobster Bisque or French Onion Soup … 
and MORE! 

Savor fl avors of Europe 
on your Island tour!

Breakfast/Brunch Friday, Saturday, Sunday 8-1:30
Dinner from 5 p.m. nightly • Happy hour 5-6:30

Island Shopping Center • 5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach • 778-5320

Anna Maria IslandAnna Maria Island 

Raymond and Terri Westbook
422 Spring St., Anna Maria

Unusual approach to fine houseUnusual approach to fine house
 The introduction to this tribute to Anna Maria 
remodeling is the best of Europe in its approach, a 
stone-laid courtyard between paired additions of a 
garage on one side and offi ce structure on the other. 
 Bright, windowed doors lighten the hallway to the 
offi ce from the kitchen, accenting the Black Galaxy 
counters and tiles of black and colorful points in the 
kitchen. Guatemalan mahogany sculptured chairs line 
the dining table, with a collection of Buddhas a feature 
there. Chinese house shutters decorate the wall of a 
bathroom where fused-glass fi sh swim. 
 A large, fully developed backyard garden is built 
around a lovely banyan tree, and has twin totem poles 
of marine creatures, one topped by a manatee and the 
other by a white pelican, plus a slim column formed of 
elephants — nonpolitical elephants, Terri Westbrook 
assures. Other sculptures and artworks refl ect the West-
brooks’ world travels. 

Major remodeling took place at the Westbrook home in Anna Maria, including the garage and offi ce.

A cozy 
kitchen fea-
tures a pair 
of diswash-
ers and a 
window 
overlook-
ing the 
garden, 
plus an 
island.

Totems add a whimsical touch to the backyard.
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For All Your Insurance Needs…
J

5412 Marina Dr.• Island Shopping Center • Holmes Beach • jim.mixon2@verizon.net
Jim Mixon Insurance Inc.

 oin our family of  
satisfied customers.  
As an independent 
agency, we tailor 
the best insurance 
protection at 
competitive prices. 
Ask us about the many 
advantages of doing 
business with  
an independent 
insurance agency. 

Call 
778-2253

Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments • Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 

10am-5pm Mon-Sat • 114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

Bridge StreetInteriors 

Summer 
Sale

25% TO 70% OFF 
STOREWIDE

5004 15th Street E.  Bradenton (3/10 mile north of SR 70)                        
www.backyardgetaway.net

   FREE 
Pond Building Clinic
9am-4pm • Sat • April 12
Learn how to build a 
complete pond “hands-on” 
from start to fi nish. 
Lunch Included!

Call for registration!
752-POND (7663)

Moonlight Event
6-9pm Saturday March 29 
Enjoy Refreshments 
and music under the 

moonlight as you relax in 
our garden!

Your source for ponds and watergardens

The

Moonlight Event
ur source for r popoponndndYoYoYoYoYoYYoYoYoYoYoYoYooYoYoYoYoYoYoYoYoYooYoYoYoYYooYoYoYoYYooYYYYoYooooYYYYYoYYYYoYoYYYoYoYooYYoYoYoYoYoYoooYoYoYoooYoYYooYoYYYYoYooururururururururuuruuuurururrururururuururruuruururuuruuruuruururuurururuuuuruuuuuuu ssssssss s ssss ssss s s sss s sssss ssououououoooooooo

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Backyard Backyard Getaway
li ht E t

dds and watergardens

StoreStore

Freida Sclafani Williams
867 N. Shore Drive, 

Anna Maria
Elegant home with Elegant home with 
stupendous viewstupendous view

 A view unsurpassed on the Island spreads across 
the main room of this house, which begins with a red 
palm sculpture in the front yard and then trips along an 
elegant white hallway. 
 From the all-windowed front, across a shore just a 
few feet away, the Sunshine Skyway Bridge demands 
attention, with Egmont Key, the mouth of Tampa Bay 
and St. Petersburg in the distance, Rod & Reel Pier near 
and the Anna Maria City Pier downshore. 
 A red, black and white theme prevails throughout 
the home, refl ected in red drop lighting and in one bed-
room, red fencing for a headboard. 
 In 2004, four passing hurricanes tore up sections of 
this home’s protective seawall, and it was rebuilt along 
with remodeling of the 1968-built house.
 Name artists are at home here, in Will Grant acrylic 
tables and wall hangings and several of sculptor Woody 
Candish’s works. Pocket doors allow for much more 
room that would be expected. 

Anna Maria IslandAnna Maria Island 

The Williams home features a Woody Candish sculpture in the front yard.

A modern 
and bright 
kitchen is 
a center-
piece in 
the home, 
which 
overlooks 
Tampa 
Bay.

Everyone enjoys the view of Egmont Key.
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Prost ans 
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The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

Great food! Great prices!

Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Full breakfast menu also availableFull breakfast menu also available

Easter Sunday March 23Easter Sunday March 23

Sunrise Breakfast SpecialSunrise Breakfast Special
6:30 - 9 am6:30 - 9 am

All-you-can-eat All-you-can-eat 
Pancakes, Pancakes, 

Sausage Sausage 
& Coffee& Coffee

 $6 $6

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REALREAL British Fish & Chips British Fish & Chips

TUE TUE ~ The Wheedles Band 8pm~ The Wheedles Band 8pm
WEDWED ~ Smooth Jazz - Project SRQ 8pm ~ Smooth Jazz - Project SRQ 8pm

THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, Bangers  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, Bangers 
and Mash,  Live Irish music - and Mash,  Live Irish music - 

The Celtic Misfi ts 7pmThe Celtic Misfi ts 7pm
FRI FRI ~ ~ Gulf Drive 6-8pmGulf Drive 6-8pm

     FRI      FRI ~ ~ Tsunami Karaoke 8:30pmTsunami Karaoke 8:30pm
SAT SAT ~ ~ Jay Crawford 7pmJay Crawford 7pm

St. Patrick’s Day! St. Patrick’s Day! 
Open all day from noon! Open all day from noon! 

Traditional Homemade Irish Food Traditional Homemade Irish Food 
Irish Pasties • Corned Beef & Cabbage Irish Pasties • Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Irish and Green Beer Irish and Green Beer 
Live Music All Day with “The Celtic Misfi ts”Live Music All Day with “The Celtic Misfi ts” 

Tuskegee Airmen overcame segregation, 
discrimination to fi ght for America

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 There were some African-American politicians 
during World War II who questioned why blacks should 
fi ght for a country that denied them basic rights, made 
them second-class citizens and practiced de-facto seg-
regation in the north and active segregation in the south 
and the military.
 But for retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. George 
Hardy and former U.S.A.F. Lt. Col. Jim Barbour — 
African-Americans — there was never any question.
 “We wanted to fi ght. We wanted to show people 
we were Americans. We wanted to fi ght, not just for 
our country, but our rights,” said Hardy.
 George and Jim brought their story and that of the 
famed Tuskegee Airmen of WWII to a packed monthly 
meeting of the Mt. Vernon Veterans Association Feb. 
26.
 Both men are Tuskegee Airmen, the legendary 
group of African-American fi ghter pilots, who, as the 
99th Fighter Squadron based in Italy, served as fi ghter 
and bomber escorts for Allied bombing missions over 
occupied Europe.
 Skip Hannon of the Mt. Vernon Veterans Associa-
tion said the group really wanted to hear their story, 
one of segregation and discrimination at a time when 
more than 2 million black service men and women 
fought for a country that treated them as second-class 
citizens.
 Today, George and Jim are considered among the 
pioneers that led to integration of the armed forces.

George Hardy
   Just 19 years old when he landed in Italy, he was 
the youngest member of the 99th Fighter Squadron and 
fl ew 21 combat missions before the war ended. After 
his discharge, he enrolled at New York University to 
study engineering, but was recalled to active duty in 
1949.
  The services were by then integrated by order of 
President Harry Truman, but segregation and discrimi-
nation still existed.
  George’s family was denied on-base housing 
because of his race. And his commanding officer 

George Hardy as a 19-year-old Second Lieuten-
ant fi ghter pilot in World War II in 1945 with the 
99th Fighter Squadron of the 332nd Fighter Group. 
The squadron became known as the “Tuskegee 
Airmen,” an all-black squadron of pilots trained at 
the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy George Hardy

decided he didn’t want a black man fl ying four-engine 
bombers and replaced him. A few weeks later, that 
plane crashed, killing all but one person. George did 
not, however, consider that a lucky break, because, in 
his words, if he’d been fl ying that day and at the con-
trols, the accident wouldn’t have happened.
  Eventually, George got assigned to an air base in 
Maine, where he got on-base housing for his family.  
Gradually, the military changed its attitude toward 
black servicemen and George had a successful and 

rewarding career in the U.S. Air Force, retiring as a 
lieutenant colonel.
  There are only about 200 Tuskegee airmen still 
alive. George says they still meet annually to keep 
the memory of what they accomplished alive. The 
group includes pilots, ground personnel, support 
staff, nurses and just about anyone who worked 
or assisted the Tuskegee Airmen accomplish their 
mission.
  “The Tuskegee Airmen have a camaraderie that 
few people ever experience. They were segregated and 
pushed together, but they proved to the world they were 
good enough. It was quite an experience.”
  Today, George lives in Sarasota and makes frequent 
appearances to speak about the Tuskegee Airmen and 
their legend.

Jim Barbour
  Jim was just 17 years old when he went to Tuskegee, 
Ala., for pre-fl ight training during the late stages of 
WWII.
  His introduction to danger came after just 11 hours 
of fl ying time, when he was forced to land his plane 
during a hurricane. The wind was so strong it blew his 
plane into a building, injuring his back.
  The war ended before Jim had a chance to get over-
seas to join the 99th and experience actual combat.
 He remembered that the U.S. Army Air Corps was 
not integrated at the time and the Army didn’t know 
what to do with him. He was eventually sent to Illinois 
to train with some Chinese pilots, but that didn’t really 
work for him. Jim then left the Air Force and returned 
to Dayton University to resume his studies.
 When the Korean War broke out, he was recalled 
to active duty to a now-integrated Air Force, at least in 
name, although not in actual fact.
 He trained on jet fi ghter aircraft, but after two years 
of active duty, discovered his right leg had stopped work-
ing. Unable to walk, he spent six months in the hospital 
before he was discharged with a permanent disability.
 Luckily, a Veterans Administration doctor examined 
Jim and said that when his plane had struck that build-

PLEASE SEE AIRMEN, NEXT PAGE

Looking for the perfect 
outing? 

Look no further …
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 3/18/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach 778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Cancun 
Mexican-Cuban 

Grill
Specializing in Masas de Puerco
Palomilla Steak • Lechon Asado

Sizzling Fajitas

Special

20% off 
total check

with this coupon. One coupon per check.
Order from regular menu. Not valid with any 

other offer. Coupon good thru 3/18/08.

99¢ Margaritas 
with any food purchase 

all day Tuesdays and Thursdays

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm
2-for-1 Draft Beer

Open 11 - 10 Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 
11 - 11 Fridays and Saturdays

5120 Manatee Ave. W
Bradenton • 747-2552

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR 
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD 

AND THE BEST VIEW 
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Times have changed
Former Tuskegee Airman and retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Colonel George Hardy was a guest speaker at the Feb. 
26 meeting of the Mt. Vernon Veterans Association. Hardy spoke about the diffi culties the Tuskegee Airmen 
faced in both combat and on the ground. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Airmen tell their tales
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

ing in Tuskegee, a nerve got trapped outside his spinal 
column. It took three years and several operations, but 
Jim eventually regained use of his leg, although he still 
has extreme back pain.
 After leaving the Air Force, he went to work for the 
Air Force as a civilian in computer development and 
programming, a new fi eld for the military.

 He was sent to the Phillipines in 1957 and given 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
 In 1990, he retired from both his civilian job and 
the Air Force and now lives in Wesley Chapel, about 
25 miles north of Tampa.

Nancy Ambrose, community ambassador for The 
Islander newspaper attended the Mt. Vernon Veterans 
Association Feb. 26 meeting and contributed to this 
report.

Islander and World War II veteran Oscar “Doc” 
Walker examines a replica of the medal awarded to 
Jim Barbour in 2007 in appreciation of his service as 
a Tuskegee Airman. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

First lady responds
 Anna Maria City Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick 
has received a response from fi rst lady Laura Bush fol-
lowing Mattick’s December 2007 letter to her about 
the city being ineligible for designation as a “Preserve 
America Community.”
 Actually, the fi rst lady’s Director of Projects, Sonya 
Medina, wrote Mattick on behalf of Bush.
 Medina’s Feb. 26 letter said that the first lady 
“appreciates you outlining your concerns and we have 
shared your comments with the Advisory Council of 
the White House.
 “Mrs. Bush believes that our combined efforts help 
determine the strength and character of our nation. She 
sends her best wishes,” concluded Medina.
 Mattick said she appreciates the letter, but hopes there 
will be some further action to accommodate small cities 
such as Anna Maria in the program, which presently only 
allows cities with a population of at least 200,000 to be 
eligible and obtain funds for historical preservation proj-
ects such as Anna Maria’s Belle Haven Cottage.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY! 120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD MAR 12 - 18

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$33991.75 
LTR

1.75 
LTR

$1399 
Wolfschmidt Vodka Dewars Scotch

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

4628 119th St. W
(Cortez Rd, turn left at 119th St. )
798-2035 • sorry, no credit cards

BAYSIDE BANQUET HALL

Come discover us!

Monday March 17
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day

at the

TIKI 
BAR

Opens at 2pm!

)

Enjoy traditional 
Corned Beef & 

Cabbage!

$8.99
Live Music by 

Tim Chandler, 
always a crowd pleaser, 

begins at 5:30!

7am-7:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • dinner
12507 Cortez Road

 at the Cortez Fishing Center
(941)  795-4847

• Grouper, Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

Great Daily Specials!
Available 2-7:30pm

All $7.99
served with soup or salad,

potato and vegetable

Plus these tasty dishes every day:

Monday:  Meatloaf
Tuesday: Catfi sh (your way)
Wednesday: BBQ Ribs &
         Chicken Combo
Thursday: Prime Rib
Friday:  All-you-can-eat fi sh
Saturday:  Rib-Eye
Sunday:  Pot Roast

RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Salad, entrée, dessert 
and a select bottle of 

red or white wine.
Mon-Thurs., excludes holidays.

r Tw

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

and sun. 4:30-8pm

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

WWWWWWinner 2007 Taste of Manatee - 5 awards!

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
994999 1-7

TTTTTTTuuess -SSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Discover our new dinner menu!Discover our new dinner menu!
Iron Skillet Café 

Seafood Paella 
Tea-Poached Salmon 

Black-and-Blue Sirloin 
Chicken Portobello

Sunday Brunch: Crab Benedict, 
Seafood Omelette, Mimosas

Anna Maria P&Z recommends Center communications
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 If Anna Maria residents complain loud and long 
enough about the Anna Maria Island Community Center 
to generate a series of public meetings, some heated 
debate, countless city staff hours devoted to paperwork 
and a change to the city’s public recreation ordinance, 
imagine if the complaint was about holiday decorations 
at Christmas?
 Wait a minute. The holiday complaint was made 
several years ago and resulted in city action.
 This complaint about the Center, however, was 
made to city hall in January regarding a “bring-your-
own-bottle” affair that the Center hosted. The end result 
was that the city’s planning and zoning board at its 
March 4 meeting recommended to the city commission 
that it require the Center to inform the city by letter at 
least one week in advance of events with alcohol or 
when more than 200 people are expected.
 City planner Alan Garrett had originally asked the 
board to recommend simply that the Center be added 
as a permitted use in the public recreation area ordi-
nance.
 That recommendation came after Garrett, Mayor 
Fran Barford and other city staff discussed with the 
commission whether or not the Center needed to apply 
for a special event permit for numerous functions 
because those events at Center are not included in the 
PRA ordinance.
 The brouhaha started in January when a resident 
living near the Center complained about a Center event 

where patrons brought their own alcohol. Concerned 
about the issue, Barford began having the Center staff 
submit a special event permit application for just about 
every event hosted by the Center until she had direction 
from the commission on procedures for Center activi-
ties.
 The net result of that action was a considerable 
amount of staff time — both city and Center — spent on 
preparation, submission and analysis of the appropriate 
documents.
 Ultimately, commissioners realized that they and 
the city have not informed when the Center hosts events 
where alcohol is consumed — or any event for that 
matter — and directed Garrett, upon advice from city 
attorney Jim Dye, to prepare an ordinance amendment 
allowing the Center as a permitted use in the PRA.
 For board member Frank Pytel, however, Garrett’s 
submission appeared to be a “blanket authorization” 
for the Center to hold just about any event it wants, 
and as often as it wants. “I’m just concerned about the 
neighbors” around the Center, he said, adding that the 
board should be “looking out for their rights.”
 He also questioned whether or not it was appro-
priate for the Center to have liquor “whenever they 
wanted.”
 Board member Jim Conoly indicated agreement.
 “I don’t believe the city should give the community 
center the ‘go-ahead’ to do what they (sic) want without 
limits,” noting that alcoholic consumption is a “good 
example” of limitations.
 Garrett, however, pointed out that alcohol is a 
permitted use at the Center and noted that the Center 
has been conducting large events and activities for a 
number of years.
 Board member Sandy Mattick chimed in that con-
sumption of alcohol at Center events has “not been 

a problem,” and board member Margaret Jenkins 
agreed.
 But what if the Center has an activity where 10,000 
people want to attend, intoned board member Randall 
Stover? The board needs to recommend that the com-
mission “set controls” on the Center, he said.
 Pytel asked what would happen if the Center hosted 
a wine-tasting event?
 That would not be in keeping with the mission of 
the Center, responded Center executive director Pier-
rette Kelly, who attended the meeting.
 For an event to be held at the Center, it has to 
“provide for the general good of the community,” she 
said.
 And Garrett noted that when the commission 
approved the Center’s site plan for its remodeled facil-
ity, it also approved its usage. The addition to the ordi-
nance just simplifi es the issue and eliminates the need 
for a special event permit for every Center event.
 Kelly added that the Center provides security — 
usually off-duty Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce depu-
ties — at events where alcohol is present. The Center 
also purchases a $1 million special insurance policy 
before an event where alcohol.
 The discussion about events the Center has been 
hosting for the past 40-plus years prompted resident 
Mike Coleman to ask just “What problem is it we are 
trying to solve?”
 The Center is very “pro-active” for the city, he said. 
“As far as I can tell, the Center has never been a prob-
lem.
 Coleman said that, as a taxpayer, he’s concerned 
that “one person can pick up the phone and call the city 
and get everyone riled up. One phone call from one 
neighbor got everything in an uproar.”

PLEASE SEE CENTER, NEXT PAGE
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JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH FRI. SAT. & SUN. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 3-18-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

 But Pytel lobbied for specific language so that 
the amendment “doesn’t open Pandora’s box” at the 
Center.
 Board members eventually agreed to approve a 
recommendation to the commission that the Center be 
added as a use in the PRA, but if it’s going to hold any 
event with alcohol or more than 200 people, it has to 
notify the city at least one week before the event.
 “This keeps communication open with the city,” 
Pytel promised, and the city will have some record of 
events held at the Center.
 The motion was approved by a 7-0 vote.

Center communications 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

Boat ramp work begins on causeway

A crew with Seaway Marine works March 4 on a new boat ramp for the southwest end of the Palma Sola 
Causeway. The project, a partnership between the city of Bradenton and Manatee County, was sponsored by 
the Palma Sola Scenic Highway Corridor Management Entity. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Palma Sola Causeway walkers watched and won-
dered last week as a workers began building a boat 
ramp on the southwest section of beach.
 “I’m just thrilled that this is happening for us,” said 
Palma Sola resident Bruce Penny. “Too many people 
think of the causeway as just a thru-way from town to 
the Island. It’s much more.”
 Penny spends many mornings on the causeway. 
Sometimes he bicycles. Sometimes he fi shes. Often he 
walks. And he sees a number of regulars, including Ann 
Schwartz, of Perico Island.
 “I think for the most part residents out here are real 
excited about what’s happening, with the new county 
preservation lands and the Palma Sola improvements. 
We’ve got a real treasure,” Schwartz said.
 Plans for the Palma Sola corridor — also known 
as State Road 64 and Manatee Avenue — include a 
new rest room, new bus shelters and a new newspaper 
rack.
 Already in the works is a landscaping project that 
involves the planting of more than 700 trees, as well 
as ground cover, the painting of two murals and the 
construction of the boat ramp to replace the ramp at the 
northeast end of the causeway. That ramp apparently 

was never permitted. 
 Last week, a crew with Seaway Marine in St. 
Petersburg worked on the new ramp, and boaters joined 
walkers in sharing an enthusiasm for the project.
 “This is a boating community,” said Fred Mason. 
“I think for economic and quality of life reasons, every-
thing should be done to promote boating.”

 The ramp is a partnership between the city of Bra-
denton and Manatee County and was sponsored by the 
Palma Sola Scenic Highway Corridor Management 
Entity, a group of citizens and civil servants guiding 
improvements to the causeway and along Manatee 
Avenue between Anna Maria Island and the main-
land.
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GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Mar 12-- 5:14 1.0 7:58 0.9 3:01 2.4 11:21 -0.4
 Mar 13-- *3:47 2.4 — — — — — —
 Mar 14-- *4:50 2.3 12:54 -0.4 — — — —
 Mar 15-- *6:27 2.1 2:26 -0.4 — — — —
 Mar 16-- *8:22 2.1 3:37 -0.5 — — — —
 Mar 17-- *12:15 1.4 4:29 -0.4 9:48 2.0 3:29 1.2
 Mar 18-- *12:14 1.4 5:08 -0.3 10:51 2.0 4:37 0.9
 Mar 19-- *12:21 1.5 5:39 -0.2 11:43 1.9 5:27 0.6

We’d love to hear your 

fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.

Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 

offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

You think you’ve got problems with a change in time?
 It’s the “clean-off-the-desk” time again at Sand-
script, and below are a bunch of articles that may be of 
interest. At least, I think they are.

Time check?
 While some are fi ghting to deal with biological 
clocks confused by “springing ahead” an hour last 
Sunday, folks in Norway are dealing with a somewhat 
more dramatic issue.
 The town of Longyearbyen, population 2,000, is 
seeing the light for the fi rst time in three months. Sun-
light, that is.
 Longyearbyen is billed as the northernmost city in 
the world. It’s on an island 600 miles from the north pole 
and has this wintertime darkness problem, due to how the 
planet tilts and northern climes become darken climes.
 Residents there, however, have started to see the 
light. Finally.
 March 8 was “the day,” with the sun actually 
rising.
 Then, from April through September, “there will be 
perpetual day in this town,” according to the New York 
Times. 
 The report offers some interesting items regarding 
how residents deal with the all-dark, all-light condi-
tions. 
 Some folks fi nd they sleep more during the dark 
— naturally. Call it hibernation. 
 Others do a little dance when the some comes out. 
Call it sundance.
 But before we all decide to move to Longyearbyen, 
remember that its average temperature is 43 degrees. 
Its record high: 64.

‘China: We’ll boss rain at games’
 That was a headline in the St. Petersburg Times 
over an Associated Press report of how the Chinese 
plan to deal with weather during the summer Olympics 
in Beijing.
 In a nutshell, they will do the nutty thing of trying 
to control the weather. No rain, some rain, whatever.
 Here’s how the AP puts it.

 “It’s a bold — and, according to international sci-
entists, dubious — bit of stage managing, even for a 
nation that has already outsized ambition to use the 
Olympics to showcase its development from rural pov-
erty to an economic powerhouse.
 “China already spends an estimated $100 million 
a year and employs 50,000 people for rainmaking.”
 FYI, there is no real defi nition of how or what those 
people do to deal with weather, but that number is more 
than the population of Bradenton. 
 But the AP article states that Beijing offi cials are 
prepared to “set up several banks of rocket launchers 
outside the city to seed threatening clouds and cause 
them to release the rain before it reaches the capital.”
 International weather experts are dubious of the Chi-
nese claims of stopping the rain. It seems we’ll all see 
who’s right when the Olympics run from Aug. 8-24.

Critters
 According to a Mote Marine Laboratory release, 
“A shark tagged by Mote scientists off Pensacola spent 
nearly 11 years at liberty before being caught last May 
by a fi sherman who returned the tag to Mote. The tag 
return marks the longest period of time between tagging 
and recapture in the 17-year history of Mote’s shark-
tagging program.”
 It was a male Atlantic sharpnose shark, tagged 
by Mote scientists while aboard a National Marine 
Fisheries Service research cruise in the northern Gulf 
of Mexico in 1996. “The shark was caught again 11 
years later by charter boat Capt. Kenny Bellais off 
Ship Island, Miss., about 103 nautical miles from the 

area where it was originally tagged,” according to the 
release.
 By the way, that species is small but relatively 
abundant. 
 “Some shark species move relatively short distances, 
while others travel thousands of miles and, in many 
species, the older a shark is, the greater the distance it 
will have traveled,” said Dr. Robert Hueter, director of 
Mote’s Center for Shark Research. “Tag returns are a 
snapshot showing where a shark was tagged at point A 
and recaptured at point B. It really helps our understand-
ing of sharks when we get reports from a wide variety 
of areas – when fi shermen from all over the state watch 
for and return or report our tags.”
 And you can help, too. According to Mote, “Fishers 
throughout the Gulf of Mexico can help scientists in 
their studies — and earn the chance to win a cash prize 
— by keeping an eye out for yellow or orange plastic 
tags attached near a shark’s fi rst dorsal fi n. The tags 
can sometimes be overlooked because of marine algae 
growing on the surface of the tag. Fishermen are asked 
to cut off the tag if possible and send it to Mote. Alterna-
tively, they may simply write down the tag number and 
mail or phone in that information as soon as possible. 
Scientists ask that the fi shermen also send their names, 
addresses and phone numbers, date and location of cap-
ture along with the total length and weight of the shark 
(or an estimate) and whether it was kept or released.
 “Anglers should send the tag and information about 
its capture to the Center for Shark Research, Mote 
Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, 
Sarasota FL 34236. Anglers can call 800-691-MOTE 
(800-691-6683) to make a report. Fishermen who return 
the tag information to Mote have their names entered 
into a yearly drawing for the chance to win a cash 
prize.”

Critter tale, kinda
 I can’t beat this lead from an Associated Press 
article last week from St. Louis:

PLEASE SEE SANDSCRIPT, NEXT PAGE



THE ISLANDER  MARCH 12, 2008  29

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-713-5900941-713-5900                      

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. 

You’ll get ALL the best news, 
delivered by the mailman every 
week. Visit us at 5404 Marina 
Drive, Island Shopping Center, 

Holmes Beach – or call 
941-778-7978.

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Snook season starts with good linesider catches
By Capt. Mike Heistand

  Sheepshead are the mainstay for backwater fi sh-
ers right now, as are redfi sh and some big trout. Snook 
season has also started off well in the bays.
 Offshore fi shing is great for grouper, snapper and 
amberjack
 Capt. Sam Kimball of Annie’s Bait & Tackle
on Cortez Road said he’s catching gag grouper and 
mangrove snapper in the Gulf of Mexico. Capt. Mark 
Johnson of Annie’s said his backwater trips are produc-
ing redfi sh, snook, trout and sheepshead. 

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore waters have 
been rough with all the wind, but for those able to get 
out, grouper and snapper fishing has been great in 
waters less than 80 feet in depth. He added that about 
90 percent of the fi sh caught were of legal size, too. In 
the bays, redfi sh are being caught on the seagrass fl ats, 
Bill said, as well as some big trout and “sheepshead are 
everywhere.”
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said sheepshead 
are biting well, with some coming onto the dock at 
4 pounds. There are also some redfi sh being caught, 
plus black drum. He also said that snook season has 
started off well with some big linesiders coming onto 
the pier. 

Dave Sork at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
anglers there are catching lots of snook at night, a few 
mackerel and a generally mixed bag of fi sh with the 
warm water: bluefi sh, black drum and a lot of bonnet-
head sharks.
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
that trout, redfi sh and sheepshead are his best bets.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports are that trout are 
coming out of Terra Ceia Bay, as well as sheepshead. 
 Capt. Tom Chaya on the Dolphin Dreams in 
Holmes Beach out of Catchers said snook are start-
ing to show in good numbers. There are also plenty of 
Spanish mackerel hitting on shiners at the piers and 
in the Gulf. “Trout numbers were very good in deep 
seagrass fl ats,” he said, and he’s fi nding big sheepshead 
all around the Gulf.

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said fi shing was good earlier in the week 
before the cold front moved in, and he said it should 
continue when the wind calms down. “We were catch-
ing all the big amberjack you wanted to catch,” he said, 
“then we would start working the snapper, catching 
mangroves, lanes, vermilions and catch-and-release 
American red snapper. The larger fi sh were caught out 
about 45 miles. Closer in, inside nine miles, we are 
catching lots of gag and red grouper, with a few keep-
ers, as well as snapper, triggerfi sh, porgys, sheepshead, 
Spanish mackrel and kingfi sh.”

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out 
of Parrot Cove Marina said that “another strong 
cold front is upon us that will stall the spring fi shing 
bonanza by a little bit. “The winter has been pretty 
good with above-average action and a defi nite diver-

sity in species. When the weather fi nally settles there 
should be some heavy-duty action both in the Gulf and 
in the bays.” He said that fi shing in the bays is pro-
ducing redfi sh, snook and trout, as well as nice-sized 
fl ounder, pompano, big jack crevalle, sheepshead, 
mangrove snapper and ladyfi sh. “Before the windy 
weather that has kept us inshore,” he added, “the catch 
in the Gulf was nothing short of phenomenal. Huge 
sheepshead, hefty mangrove snapper, numerous grou-
per, Spanish mackerel, bluefi sh and Key West grunts 
kept my anglers hopping. A notable catch was a 22 
inch hogfi sh caught off a small wreck in 27 feet of 
water. The same day a huge cobia was hooked and 

lost at the same spot.”
 On my boat Magic, we’ve been limiting on reds, 
mangrove snapper and some sheepshead.
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Wow!
Fred 
Bartizal, 
owner of 
the Bridge 
Tender Inn 
in Braden-
ton Beach, 
caught this 
10-pound 
gag grou-
per while 
fi shing in 
the Gulf 
of Mexico 
with Capt. 
Mike 
Greig.

 “Dogs may have a hard time wrapping their paws 
around this one: Robotic competition is nipping at their 
heels in the man’s-best-friend department.”
 Good lead, eh?
 Seems that a study of real dogs versus robotic dogs 
revealed that both were pretty much equal among folks 
at an adult retirement facility insofar as who-liked-
which “beast.” 
 Seems that “robo-dog” slobbers less, but “real dog” 
also can deliver the happy goods, too. But real dog has 
those real-dog issues of going outside a few times a 
day.
 With two of the mutts around, I think I like the 
robotic critter.

Sandscript factoid
 Mote has tagged more than 16,000 sharks of 16 
species in U.S. waters since 1991.

Sandscript 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

Pitchin’ and 
playin’
Horseshoes get 
tossed at 9 a.m. 
Wednesdays and 
Saturdays in the 
pits at Anna Maria 
City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria. For more 
information call 
941-708-6130 or 
simply show up at 
about 8:45 a.m. on 
play day. Pictured 
is Leo Hutton 
prepareing to toss 
a horseshoe during 
play in the pits 
outside Anna Maria 
City Hall on March 
5. Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose
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ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA

Palm Sunday - Procession of Palms/
Reading of the Passion    Sat. 5pm

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am
Maundy Thursday - I Am the Bread of Life 7pm
Good Friday - Tenebrae Service 12 & 7pm

Easter - The Resurrection of Our Lord -
I Am the Resurrection & the Life -

Festival Services  Sat 5pm,  
Sunday 8 & 10:30am

778-187CELEBRATE WITH US.

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

HOLY WEEK

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays 7:30, 9 & 11am

Children’s Sunday School 9am
Rector’s Class 10:15am

Thursday 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Islander helps ice hockey team to undefeated season

Gulf Coast Flames
J.C. Bradley, Jeremy Butterworth, Tanner Cowieson, Trent Cowieson, Joey Fabec, Zachary Facheris, Drew 
Fineberg, Caleb Fizer, Matt Grabowski, Sam Johnson, Jimmy Jones, Nate McPherson, Zack Mitchell, Sean 
Murray, Blake Redden, Reid Simpson and Widell Jackson.

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Islander Zachary Facheris helped his Gulf Coast 
Flames ice hockey team win the U12 state title March 
1-2. Zachary, a defenseman helped his team shut out 
fi ve straight opponents. They defeated the Space Coast 
Hurricanes 10-0 in their fi rst match and followed that 
up with a 13-0 win over the Tampa Bay Junior Light-
ning. The Flames also defeated the Palm Beach Preda-
tors 6-0 and the Space Coast Hurricanes 9-0 before 
winning the title with a 4-0 over the Orlando Stars in 
the fi nals.
 In addition to winning the state title, the Flames 
also put together an undefeated regular season. Next up 
for Facheris and his mates is a chance to win the South-
eastern District title in Charleston, S.C., March 13-16. 
If they win there, they’ll compete for the national title 
in New Jersey in April.
 Congratulations and good luck to Zachary and his 
teammates!

Island baseball starts up
 The Islanders Little League major’s division team 
got off to a great start in their March 3 Little League 
game at G.T. Bray Park in Bradenton. They jumped out 
to a 5-0 lead against Cooney’s Auto that they held onto 
until the fourth inning, but the fi nal score was Cooney 
14, Islanders 5. The Islanders saw some nice pitching 
from Lee Bergeron, who allowed three runs in three 
innings of work.
 Hunter Parrish got it going for the Islanders when 
he led off the game with a single and moved to second 
when Bergeron walked. Max Moneuse singled in Par-
rish in front of Derek Gargett, who doubled home 
Bergeron and Moneuse. Gargett and Garrison Clark 
who reached base when he got plunked by a pitch also 

came around to score.
 But Cooney’s Auto came back — thanks to some 
big bats — led by Munoz, who went 4-for-5 including 
a pair of doubles. Grasso was 4-for-4 with three runs, 
while Butler added a pair of singles and two runs scored 
in the victory.

Horseshoe news
 Sixteen teams showed up to compete during horse-
shoe action at the Anna Maria City Hall pits on March 

5 with three teams emerging from pool play. The fi rst 
semifi nal match saw Leo Hutton and Dean Rowe roll 
over the team of Tom Rhodes and Bob Lee by a 24-12 
score. Their victory sent them to the finals against 
Debbie Rhodes and Gene Bobeldyk, who proved too 
strong in a 22-18 victory.

Anna Maria Island Little 
League schedule

Juniors
7 p.m. March 13 Islanders vs. JR5@Palmetto
10 a.m. March 15 JR3 vs. Islanders@HB, Birdie Tebbetts

Majors
7 p.m. March 14 Islanders vs. Freedom Bank@G.T.Bray
   Field 3
7 p.m. March 17 Trident vs. Islanders@AMICC

Minors
6:30 p.m. March 13 New Youngsters vs. Sun@AMICC
3 p.m. March 15 Sun vs. Affordable Appliance@G.T. 
   Bray fi eld 1
5 p.m. March 15 Surf Shop vs. Dick’s@G.T. Bray Field 3
6:30 p.m. March 18 Pinnacle vs. Surf Shop@AMICC

AMICC basketball standings
AMICC basketball schedule

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, PAGE 33

Premier League Won Lost
WCAC  10  2
IRE   7  5
Cycles  6  6
Ralph’s  1  11

Division I
Sun   9  2
Lumber  9  3
Paradise  4  8
A&E  2  10

Division II
Dips  10  2
Kumon  8  4
Jessie’s  0  12

Division III
Duncan  10  2
Ross  8  4
Orthopedics 6  6
LPAC  3  9
Beach Bistro 3  9

Premier Division (ages 14-17)
6 p.m. March 13 Ralph’s vs. WCAC
7 p.m. March 13 Cycles vs. IRE
10 a.m.  March 15 Championship game
Noon  March 15 All-stars game
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game 

Division I (ages 12-13)
6 p.m. March 14 Lumber vs. Paradise 
7 p.m. March 14 A&E vs. Sun
11 a.m.  March 15 Championship game
2 p.m.  March 15 All-stars game
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game

Division II (ages 10-11)
6 p.m. March 12 Kumon vs. Jessie’s
1 p.m. March 15 TBA vs. Dips
3 p.m.  March 15 All-stars game
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game

Division III (ages 8-9)
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
 ITEMS FOR SALE

FOR SALE: KENMORE washer/dryer set. White, 
compact and portable. $100. Call Sally at 941-737-
9173.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

MULTI-FAMILY SALE, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, March 14-15. 813 S. Bay, Anna Maria. 

GARAGE SALE: 8 a.m., Saturday, March 15. The 
fun one! 7002 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

TAG SALE: 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, March 15. 
Antiques, Hoosier cabinet, trunks, treadle sewing 
machine, tropical furniture and decor. Coffee shop 
furniture and kitchen stuff, shelving, stainless tables, 
dishes and doodads, frames, artwork and more. 
9906 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.

ESTATE SALE: 9a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, March 13. 
Georgian mahogany chairs, Canterbury marble-
top coffee table, double-pedestal dining table and 
chairs, tilt-top table and chest, cherry work table, 
king bed, set of Wedgwood china in vintage pat-
tern, cut glass, camel-back love set, framed antique 
fan, white wicker dresser, mirrors, lamps, yard art 
and three-piece table and chairs, other accessories, 
safe, fi le, grill, kitchenware. 612 Ambassador Lane, 
Key Royale. Julie McClure Sales. www.apprais-
als4u.biz

DEMOLITION SALE: 8 a.m.-3p.m. Saturday, March 
15. Appliances, cabinets, stained-glass window, 
fixtures, furniture, dinnerware, kitchen utensils, 
Hunter-Douglas shades, ladder, tools, fitness 
weights, plants and trees. 714 Jacaranda Road, 
Anna Maria.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED PAYNG CASH: old wood fi shing lures, 
1950s-1960s Sony transistor radio, 1937 Zenith 
radio nurse, 1950s-1960s eyeglasses. Anything old. 
Call Richard, 941-778-6271. Leave message.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

1991 NISSAN MAXIMA, trouble shifting, cold air 
conditioner. Some new parts. Runs and drives. $550 
or best offer. 941-778-7770.

1994 ACURA INTEGRA, 5-speed. Low mileage. 
Many extras. $4,000. 941-778-8519.

1977 CADILLAC DEVILLE. Need parts? Got any? 
Or buy mine for $3,000/or best offer. 941-580-
5410.

ISLAND SCOOTER STORE: (owned and operated 
by Morland Marine) has new Vento 49.5-cc street-
legal scooters for sale. Drive on your car license, 
save gas, have fun. 90-plus mpg and up to 50-plus 
mph with the best warranty available today, starting 
at $1,245. We have used electric scooters available 
at $150 each, pre-owned golf carts from $1,750. 
Vespa GT4 150, only 896 miles from new. Harley 
Davidson Low Rider, only 4500 miles from new, 
2000 model fully loaded and ready for the road. 
We have new Key West boats fi tted with Yamaha 
Motors at the best prices available anywhere. We 
have several pre-owned, single, twin and triple out-
board powered sports fi shing boats available. We 
have new and used boat bitz and accessories at the 
lowest prices anywhere. We have Schwinn Scoot-
ers and Tomberlin electric vehicle and golf carts 
arriving very soon. Visit our store at Holmes Beach 
Business Center, 5347 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Tel 941 778 2255.

BOATS & BOATING

20-FOOT BAY/fl ats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke Yamaha 
with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-0065.

BIMINI BAY SAILING: small sailboat rental and 
instruction. Day, week, month. Sunfish, Laser, 
Zuma, and Mini Sunfi sh. 941-685-1400.

CENTER CONSOLE DEEP-water fishing boat, 
1992 Stratos with 1998 Evinrude 200 hp. Incred-
ible shape and incredible running. This boat looks 
and acts like new with tons of upgrades. Must sell 
immediately! First offer over $9,600 steals this boat. 
See on Bradenton Beach. George, 847-707-3859.

BOATS & BOATING Continued

BAYLINER 2655 CIERA weekender fisherman. 
Merccruiser, V8. Only 290 hours, aluminum trailer, 
$14,000. 941-356-1456.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available. 

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

RED CROSS CERTIFIED baby/pet sitter. Many 
Island references. Island resident for 13 years. 
Hilary, 941-778-5181.

941-778-8103 • www.941lending.com 
104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

YOUR ISLAND EXPERT

• Foreign Nationals 
• Low Rates/Over 150 Lenders 
• Free Pre-Approvals 
• No Application Fee 
• Full Service Lending 
• Less Than Perfect Credit
 

SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

Lynn Zemmer 
Broker/Owner 

Come Celebrate ChristCome Celebrate Christ
Palm SundayPalm Sunday • March 16 • March 16

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913
Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414 • www.roserchurch.com

  Worship Service: 9am and 11am
  Church School:  Children 9am
 Youth 9am
 Adult 10am

  Maundy Thursday:        March 20
                                    7pm Service in Sanctuary 

  Good Friday: March 21
Noon service in Chapel 

Easter SundayEaster Sunday Worship Worship ~ March 23 Worship Service: 
Service in Sanctuary 9am and 11am
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Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!

I
a
k
a
C

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 

Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 2/2, 
two car garage, updated. $199,500.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $310,000.
ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
ANNUAL: 2/2 Canalfront, garage, furnished, $1,600/mo.

 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Make a Deal! Almost 2500sf 4BR 
2.5BA 3-car garage, fronts lake 

lagoon. Quiet Small West Palmetto 
Neighborhood. Built 2006. 

$299,900.

SARASOTA/BRADENTON 2/3 
BR 2 BA 1,473sf Home built 
in 2000. Buyer Financing 

Incentives! Only $172,750.

Mariner’s Cove Almost endless 
full bay views, 35' boatslip, 1,904sf 
turnkey. 3BR/2BA Recent Updates! 

$649,900

KIDS4HIRE Continued

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

SERVICES Continued

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports 
and guided tours), errands, organization and bill 
paying, petsitting, and other personalized general 
assistance. My car or yours. Excellent local refer-
ences. Hourly rates. Ellen 941-896-7902 or emj3@
tampabay.rr.com

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37-years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION will care for 
your loved one. Baths, exercise, etc. 941-748-3247 
or 941-713-7380.

EXPERIENCED PROPERTY MANAGER, island 
resident let me manage your long-term rental and 
keep your property well maintained with my handy-
man skills. Call Chris Loveless, 941-447-4843.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Professional, 
friendly cleaning since 1999. 941-778-7770. Leave 
message.

FURNITURE REPAIR AND refinishing custom 
furniture and built-ins, 25-years experience. Baker 
Osborne, 941-723-2829.

FRAMING, CUSTOM STAIRS and decks, remodel-
ing Licensed/insured with over 18-years experience. 
Local islander. References upon request. No job 
too big or too small! Call LoJax Construction today! 
941-448-7369.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

METRO DOOR SHOP: fiberglass, steel, wood 
designer inserts, hardware, sales, service, parts 
and repair. 941-758-5828.

SERVICES Continued

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs cov-
ered! Print work: logos brochures, brand identity. Web 
design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon at Smashcat 
Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and com-
mercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, landscaping, 
cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-778-5294.
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Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
anislandplace.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

S A N D  PA I L 
A N D  S A N D 
BOX! Two great 
rental units on 
www.annamari-
aparadise.com 
w i t h  h e a t e d 
pool and close 
to beach! Turn-
key furnished. 
$595,000.

REDUCED.  Firs t 
block in from the 
beach!  Newer  1/2 
townhouse duplex 
with garage.  Turnkey 
furnished 1313 SF, 2 
BR/2BA with cathe-
dral ceilings!  Peeks of 
the Gulf and already 
in a rental program! 
$425,000.

D e e p w a t e r 
canalfront on the 
beautiful north 
end of the island.
Large Dock,  no 
bridges to the 
o p e n  w a t e r s .  
H e a t e d  p o o l 
and spa r ight
outside the French 
doors  off  the 
master bedroom.  
$ 7 4 5 , 0 0 0

NEAR BEACH!

NEAR BEACH!

Three 3BR/2BA 
canalfront home 
with large caged 
pool in Anna 
Maria!   This 
home has brand 
new ceramic tile 
throughout and 
already gener-

ates a great weekly rental income when you’re not there, 
year around!  $750,000.

CANALFRONT!

ISLAND OASIS!

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive,  
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Vic Caserta 
Realtor, fluent in

Italian, Spanish and English

(941) 778-6696 Office 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 730-1062 Cell

REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska Planck at
941-730-9667 

or 
e-mail piroska@verizon.net

Immaculate, updated 3BR/3BA home on deep 
water canal. New dock with 5000 lb. boat lift.  
Heated pool. Storm shutters. New roof, plumb-
ing, electric, windows, doors and appliances. 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  $850,000.

www.jackelka.com

 The March 1 games saw four teams emerge from 
the 14 that entered pool play. The fi rst semifi nal had 
Adin Shank and Jerry Disbrow defeating Tom Rhodes 
and George McKay 23-11, while Leo Hutton and Bob 
Mason rolled over John Crawford and Norm Good by 
a similar 21-11 score. Hutton and Mason cruised in the 
fi nals, taking a 22-5 victory to earn the day’s bragging 
rights.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, best-
ball-of-foursome match on March 5. The team of John 
Atkinson, Dick Grimme, Chris Collins and Bob Kelly 
matched the 49 carded by Bill Gallagher, Don LaTorre, 
Omar Trollard and Bob Dickinson. Second place went 
to the team of Tom Lewis, Bob O’Brien and Don Rug-
gles with a 50. Third place went to Larry Fowler, Dale 
Hudson and Jim Hilgesson.
 The nine-hole match on March 3 was a better-ball-
of-foursome game that saw Paul Keyes, Bob Jorgensen, 
Don Ledford and John Driscoll fi re a 9-under-par 23 to 
take fi rst place. Second place went to the team of Richard 
Westby, Russ Olson, Matt Behan and Charlie Knopp.
 The women let the men play Feb. 29 in a two-
best-balls-of-foursome match. Nell Bergstrom, Joyce 
Brown and Gordon McKinna fi red a 53 to edge by one 
stroke second-place fi nishers Marian Mulroy, Dorothy 
McKinna and Tom Warda.
 Tom Warda chipped in on holes three and seven, 
while wife Eunice chipped in on number eight. Not to 
be outdone, Nell Bergstrom chipped in on number six.

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

Relay rally
Relay for Life team captains Becky Wigton and Tim Thompson, American Cancer Society representative Kim-
berly Borsheim and Anna Maria Island Relay for Life chair Laura McAdams gather for a kick-off party for the 
Island fundraiser. The party took place Feb. 21 at the Anna Maria Island Community Center. The AMI Relay 
for Life will take place May 31-June 1 at Coquina Beach, when teams of 10-15 people will gather to take turns 
walking laps to raise an estimated $35,000 to fi ght cancer. For more information, call 941-745-1214, ext 5806. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Paddling 
presenter
Island businessman 
Mark Wayman talks 
to a Friends of 
the Island Library 
audience about 
kayaking Feb. 6 at 
the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 
of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

Island Curves to collect food
 Curves of Anna Maria Island will participate in the 
Curves Food Drive to benefi t local food banks.
 Worldwide, the Curves Food Drive collected about 
11 million pounds of food for local communities last 
year. The goal this year is to collect 15 million pounds.
 People who donate a bag of non-perishable grocer-
ies by March 15 will receive a discounted service fee 
of $30 for a new 12-month membership with Curves, 
5366 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Others who want to donate may drop non-per-
ishable food items at Curves during business hours 
Monday through Friday this month.
 “The Curves Food Drive promotion is always excit-
ing,” said Island club owner JoAnn Swan. “We have a 
chance to help so many people at a time when the food 
banks are lowest. It’s a win-win situation for everyone, 
and we’re very proud to participate.”
 For more information, contact Swan at 941-779-
2878.
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30 
YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

BRIGHT AND OPEN 
2BR/2BA condo, heated 
pool. Walk to beach. 
Furnished. $299,000.

OFFICE AND APT. 
3,000 SF. Holmes Beach. 
$550,000. 

BAYFRONT 4BR/3BA, 
dock ,  f abu lous  v i ew. 
$1,595,000.

TWO TOWNHOUSES, 
2BR/1.5BA each. 200-ft. 
to beach. $620,000.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA 
plus apt. $995,000.

DUPLEX  3BR/2.5BA,  
across from bay. Great price. 
$425,000.

CENTER OF ISLAND. 
2 B R / 1 B A ,  g a r a g e . 
$189,000.

KEY ROYALE CANAL. 
New. 4BR/5BA. Fabulous. 
$1,999.000. 

GULFFRONT MOTEL/
APT.  6 un i t s ,  poo l , 
$2,999,000.

SPACIOUS 4BR/3BA, near 
beach. 1 year old. 2524 sq.ft. 
$699,000.

GULFFRONT CONDO. 
4BR/4BA with 3,000 sq.ft. 
$1,900,000.

REAL ESTATE INC.

Call us for all 
your sales or your sales or 
rental needs!rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

BAY HOLLOW CONDO, 2BR/2BA, POOL, DEEP CANAL $349,000

ESTATE SALE, 4BR/2BA. BAY VIEW $599,000

3BR/2BA, SAILBOAT WATER, DOCK $599,000

3BR/3BA, CANALFRONT, IN ANNA MARIA $799,900

WWWWWWATERFRONT DUPLEX, 2BR/2BA EA, 4 BOAT SLIPS $899,000

AA

nnnn
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
• Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA, 
two-car garage. Prepare for your  move and enjoy 
tenant’s income!  $489,500

 • Choice duplex lot includes small home.  Refurb 
for two units  or reconstruct...several options on this 
deluxe-size lot!  $429,000

• Large Gulf parcel with two cottages.  Possibil-
ity to split into two Gulf lots.  Call for details.  
(941) 778-2259

When’s the last time 
you tasted coffee 

in an old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

Ooh La La! One-night of ‘Rich’
Larry Rich, once popular at the piano bar in the 
long-ago Cafe Robar in Anna Maria, will take a 
turn on keyboards from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday, 
March 13, at Ooh La La! Bistro, 5406 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. The restaurant features music in its 
“Red Room” with two-for-one wine and beer 5-6:30 
p.m. nightly. Rich specializes in classic rock, the 
music of the 1960s, 1970s. He also performs on 
Tuesday nights at the Cafe at the Beach at the Mana-
tee Beach. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

Island real estate transactions
 904 N. Shore Drive, Anna Maria, a 1,530 sfla / 2,352 sfur 
3bed/3bath/2car home built in 1988 on a 50x70 lot was sold 02/20/08, 
Alter to Freke for $650,000; list $695,000.
 519 72nd St., Holmes Beach, a 1,818 afla / 2,162 sfur 
3bed/2bath/1car canalfront home built in 1971 on a 93x117 lot was 
sold 02/22/08, O’Sullivan to Roberts for $540,000; list $595,000.
 2412 Gulf Drive, Unit 219, Club Bamboo South, Bradenton 
Beach, a 432 sfl a / 528 sfur 1bed/1bath Gulffront condo with pool 
was sold 02/20/08, Hynds to International Beach Properties LLC 
for $495,000.
 225 N. 17th St., Unit 3, Bradenton Beach Club, Bradenton 
Beach, a 1,656 sfl a / 2,098 sfur 3bed/2½bath condo built in 2005 
was sold 02/19/08, Lighthouse Point LLC to Dabasco LLC for 
$399,000; list $399,000.
 210 84th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,200 sfl a / 1,470 sfur 2bed/2bath 
pool home built in 1955 on 1 90x100 lot was sold 02/20/08, Train-
ham to Randazzo for $375,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna 
Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. Current Island 
real estate transactions may also be viewed online at www.islander.
org. Copyright 2008

Featured sale: This 
Bradenton Beach Club 
condo at 225 N. 17th 
St., Unit 3, Bradenton 
Beach, sold in January 
2008 for $300,000 and 
in February 2008 for 
$399,000, a 33 percent 
increase in one month. 
The cost per square 
foot is $241. Islander 
Photo: Jesse Brisson

AME joins ‘Read 
Across Manatee’
Former Anna Maria 
Elementary School 
principal Jim Kronus 
visited the Island 
campus March 4 as a 
“Read Across Manatee” 
volunteer. In honor of 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday and 
in an effort to promote 
reading, Kronus read 
“Oh the Places You’ll 
Go” to Karen Newhall’s 
third-grade class. 
Islander Photo: Diana 
Bogan
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

OPEN 1-3 P.M. SUNDAY, MARCH 16 6707 12th Ave W, Vil-
lage Green. Large rooms, two-car garage, new roof, screened 
oversize Lanai. Price reduced $205,000. #560335 Penny Bray, 
941-795-6685.

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-style home on sailboat 
water. Boat lift, open fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-
778-2246. #520397. $949,500.

BIRD KEY CANAL FRONT 4BR home with offi ce, craft room, pool 
and kitchen. Bonus loft studio. Very versatile fl oor plan. Must see 
to appreciate space. Circle drive, pool, dock and boat lift. Diane 
Nichols, 941-727-2800. #315254. $2,965,000.

EXQUISITE Gulf views and luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
moldings accent high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops 
and stainless appliances. Designer perfect furnishings. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000.

PRICED TO SELL! In maintenance free northwest Bradenton 
community, immaculate 4BR/3BA custom home. Quiet private 
neighborhood with community pool, tennis court, clubhouse and 
dock. A must see! Elfi  Starrett and Becky Smith, 941-778-2246. 
#564556. $499,900.

MANATEE RIVERFRONT residence with panoramic views. Located 
on the south shore of the river close to downtown and I-75. House 
on two buildable lots, over 13,500 sf. each, 90-foot river frontage. 
Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #563551. $745,000.

ANNA MARIA Well maintained 3BR/3BA residence on deep water 
canal with short walk to beach. Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, 
newer master suite, large covered porch and 21x17 workshop. Dave 
Moynihan 941-778-2246. #572802. $749,000.

BRADENTON Just reduced! Beautiful 3BR/2BA pool home, split 
plan with large master bedroom, eat-in kitchen and sliders that 
open up to large lanai and pool area. Minutes to beaches, shop-
ping, schools and hospital. Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-2246. 
#573409. $289,900.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS Now available, 
several 1/2BR units, bayfront, pool side and 
other views. Some updated, phone for details. 
Park-like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. 
On-site rentals. Priced $229,000 - $449,000. 
941-778-2246.

DIRECT GULF FRONT 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous views. This top fl oor end unit is 
offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals 
permitted. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#567192. $499,500.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND fully furnished 
1BR/1BA condo with heated pool, covered 
parking. Walking distance to beach, city pier, 
restaurants, shopping. Well maintained, 
new roof, low condo fee. David Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #552582. $195,000.

OPEN WATER VIEWS 3BR/2BA on quiet cul-
de-sac steps to beach and city pier. 100-feet 
of seawall. Large boat dock, hot tub, new tile 
and kitchen cabinets. Furnished and ready to 
move in. Owner Financing with large down. 
Deborah Thrasher, 941-778-2246. #573336. 
$569,000

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT Panoramic 
views from this charming 2BR residence with 
southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk 
to the beach. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#566887. $1,185,000.

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build 
your dream home here. Walk the sugar-white 
sand beach. Watch the stunning sunsets. See 
the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! 
Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. 
#504998. $1,299,000.

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

941-778-2115 • 1-877-346-7711

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

BEACHFRONT 
REAL ESTATE 

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

201 Gulf DrD ive ee N., Bradenton Beeacaach 

941-778-2115 • 1-8877777-3346-7711

Fractional Ownership 

Pre-Construction 
pricing starting at

$64,500 

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid then 
call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. Licensed. 
Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A 
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates. 
941-544-8658.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

LIGHTHOUSE PROPERTY INNOVATIONS - home 
improvement experts! Tile, paint, carpentry and 
more, no job is too small. Please call Chris, 941- 
266-7500. 

LIGHT CARPENTRY AND home repairs, deck 
repairs, dock repairs. Retired tradesman and Island 
resident. Call Steve Doyle, 941-778-1708.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and 
out. Available April 1. Call 813-245-0428.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.
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ANSWERS TO MAR. 12 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

RENTALS Continued

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month.  $1,000 security. 
941-962-5827. 

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, 
upstairs duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/
month. Call 941-725-4190.

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $875/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home, fenced 
yard, $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex, com-
pletely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA NW 
Bradenton home, great yard and neighborhood, 
$1,500/month. Please, call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH: 2BR/1.5BA close to 
the beach, $900/month, shared laundry. Small pet 
OK. Gulf-Bay Realty, 941-778-7244.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL 2BR/2BA elevated 
duplex with covered parking. Great porch and 
deck, washer/dryer hookup. $1,125/month. 941-
713-3214.

COUPLE SEEKING 2BR/2BA condominium on 
beach for annual rental. Call 800-456-9646, or 
e-mail stanleyelectric@verizon.net.

ANNUAL GROUND-LEVEL 2BR/1BA duplex. 
Fridge, stove, washer, dryer, screened lanai, large 
yard. Pets considered, near community center and 
short walk to Gulf. $975/month. 941-896-6398.

ANNUAL OR SEASONAL duplex in Bradenton 
Beach. 1BR/1BA, furnished with new carpet. Block 
from beach. Call 231-425-6571.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH duplex, 2BR/2BA, 
garage, screened lanai. Quiet area. No pets. $950/
month. 941-776-1789.

WEST BRADENTON TOWNHOUSE: 3BR/2.5BA, 
2.5-car garage. Maintenance, pool and cable 
included. Annual $1,150/month. 941-778-9710.

LARGE DUPLEX 2,000 sf with garage in Sunny 
Shores. Quiet, close to everything, beaches. Avail-
able now. $900/month. 941-749-1238.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

RENTALS Continued

CONDO FOR RENT: 55-plus condo, 2BR/2BA, 
washer, dryer, pool. Six-month seasonal. Five miles 
to beach. $1,200. 941-778-1023.

HOLMES BEACH 2BR/2BA, large, separate util-
ity room with washer and dryer. Plenty of storage. 
Walking distance to beach. Outside shower with hot 
and cold water. Central heat and air conditioning. 
First, last and security. 941-779-2265.

ANNUAL RENTAL 2BR/2BA Bradenton condo. Boat 
slip, overlooking Tidy Island.1,880 sf, cathedral ceil-
ings, fi replace, basic furniture, water, cable, washer/
dryer, heated pool. Non-smokers. Occupancy May 
2008. $1,050/month. 941-727-1083.

MARTINIQUE SOUTH 2BR/2BA very nicely fur-
nished. Lanai, full ocean/beach view, garage. Two-
month minimum. 423-884-2598.

ANNUAL BEACHFRONT RENTAL needed start-
ing June 15, 2008. 2BD/2BA preferably with heated 
pool and lawn/pool care provided. Willing to sign 
two-year lease for right property. Need to accept 
cats. Call Cheryl Price, 1-800-609-6180, or e-mail 
me cheryl@contextnext.com if you have a property 
that fi ts my needs.

LONGBOAT KEY 2BR/2BA, Gulfview condo with 
den, community pool and spa. $1,700/month. 941-
737-7044.

FLAMINGO CAY IMMACULATE 3BR/2BA, two-car 
garage, canalfront, boat dock. Washer/dryer and 
cable included. $1,500/mo. 941-737-7044.

TEMPORARY OR ANNUAL: 2/BR modern duplex 
with porch. Block to beach. $845/month. 941-807-
5449.

SEMI-ANNUAL RENTAL, 67th Street. Holmes 
Beach. 3BR/2BA canal home. Newly renovated. 
Two-car garage, washer/dryer, screened porch. 
Rates vary by season. By owner, 863-660-8366.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths
Room Additions

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Grumpy, 
playful 10-week-
old Shar Pei mix, 
male, neutered, 
$150 adoption 
fee, call Julie 
@ SunCoast, 
941-779-0202 or 

Manatee Humane Society for other pets 
941-747-8808.

Affordable
Handyman

Tim Hyland
Island Resident

941.778.5746
cell (231) 218-6600

Insured • Guaranteed work
Free Estimates
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com
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TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

KEY ROYALE HOME annual rental. 3BR/3BA, 
large, caged pool, garage, and dock. Newly reno-
vated, beautiful kitchen, lots of tile. $1,950/month. 
By owner, 863-660-8366. 

1BR/1BA FURNISHED. 55-plus, no pets. $650/
month. Call 941-387-5343.

ANNUAL ROOMATE NEEDED. 2BR/2BA, Holmes 
Beach. $450/month plus utilities. 941-704-4591.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA, two blocks to the beach, one 
block to bay. Large kitchen, tile and carpet. $810/
month. 941-922-2473 or 941-928-3880.

LARGE LUXURY WATERFRONT condo with bal-
cony, porch, corian and many upgrades. Includes 
water and cable TV. $985/month. 941-807-5449.

ANNUAL 1BR/1BA upstairs, unfurnished. $650/
month includes water. First, last and security. No 
pets. Anna Maria Realty. 941-778-2259. 

BEAN POINT GROUND fl oor, granite tops, stain-
less-steel appliances. 3BR/2.5BA. Weekly, holiday 
weekends. 201-327-8291.

PERICO BAY CLUB: Villa, turnkey furnished. 
2BR/2BA summer rental $1,500. Palma Sola 
2BR/2BA townhouse, $1,400 with boat dock. Real-
tor, 941-756-1090.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $310,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $439,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

REAL ESTATE Continued

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Starting at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. 
Call for a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, 
Sandra Lee LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

71ST STREET CANAL home. 3BR/3BA, 1.5 
garage, vinyl, double-pane windows, two air condi-
tioners, split master. Boat lift and davits. Fruit trees 
and room for a pool. $729,000. 941-778-1620 or 
941-374-7250.

GULFFRONT CONDO, Holmes Beach 1-2BR totally 
remodeled, stainless-steel appliances. Two pools, 
carport, fabulous beach, Tommy Bahama furnished. 
$299,900. 616-540-4343.

FOR SALE BY owner: Waterfront lot, 52 by 110, two 
feeder docks, zoned ROR. 414 Pine Ave. $595,000 
net. 321-783-1373.

BRADENTON BEACH MOBILE home, Pines Park, 
2 Church St. Updated, cozy, furnished 1BR, bay-
view, covered parking and boat slip. $37,450. 941-
962-8220.

VILLAGE GREEN - Must Sell ! Tile Roof, 55-plus 
$134,900. Denise Langlois Coldwell Banker, 941-
725-4425 

SANDPIPER 1BR/1BA mobile home. Patio, turn-
key furnished, adjacent parking, walk to the beach. 
$44,900. Call 941-778-5152.

TIMESHARE FOR SALE – Tortuga Beach Club – 
weeks 24 and 25, June 13 thru June 27, 2008. On 
the beach, fi ve stars, Sanibel Island. Call for price: 
561-791-9010.

VILLAGE GREEN 2BR/2BA, 2,254 sf. Completely 
updated, completely furnished, two-car garage. 
Beautiful condition. Reduced to $249,000. 941-
792-1809.

THE POINTE AT Mariners Cove: Waterfront 
3BR/2BA condo with a deep-water dock and huge, 
private garage. Open plan offers private elevator 
entry, fireplace, wet bar, three lanais. Reduced 
$250,000. Call Barbara Jennings, Michael Saun-
ders & Company. 941-773-0180. Open 1-4p.m., 
Sunday, March 9

WATERFRONT ON MANATEE River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

FOR SALE: PINES Trailer Park, unit 67, Midge 
Court. Remodeled 2007. Asking $55,000. 631-258-
7722.

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

¤ Bayside Banquet Hall ¤
Located on beautiful Sarasota Bay

weddings • receptions • events
4628 119th St. W. in Historic Cortez Village

(941) 798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com
¤ Featuring a Tiki Bar and Patio ¤

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 36

REAL ESTATE Continued

BY OWNER, RARELY offered 3BR/3BA townhouse 
across from beach. Appraised at $650,000, will sac-
rifi ce for $449,000. New kitchen, plus many extras. 
Two pools, tennis and oversized two-car garage. 
941-779-2008.

BOATERS PARADISE Key West-style home. 
$599,000. Lowest price. Deep-water canal home 
in the city of Anna Maria. Call John Mize, 941-704-
4591. Coldwell Banker.

VILLAGE GREEN - MUST sell! Tile roof, 55-plus. 
$134,900, Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 941-
725-4425.

$5,000 DOWN, 35 PAYMENTS. Remodeled 
2BD/1.5BA mobile home, Royal Gardens. Cortez 
Road, Bradenton. Must sell. 941-792-4350.

OPEN HOUSE! 1-4 p.m. Sunday, March 16. Full bay 
view, 3BR/2BA, dock/lift, pool. $1,599,000. 635 Key 
Royale Drive, Key Royale. By owner, 941-779-0193.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR 
per side. 3,500 sf. Block to the beach. $419,900. 
941-807-5449.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

REAL ESTATE Continued

SAVE UP TO $62,000! New Palm Harbor homes 
$54,500 off. Your choice 3BR/2BA or 2BR/2BA plus 
$99 lot rent for two years adds over $8,000 more in 
savings. Waterside Club, 3301 Cortez Road W., Bra-
denton FL 34207. 941-756-7068 or 941-685-4806. 
Ask for Neil Johnson, Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. www.watersideclub.com

SAVE 9,000 NOW! New Chariot Park model homes 
$5,000 off. Your choice 1BR/1BA or 2BR/2BA fur-
nished plus $99 lot rent for two years adds over 
$4,000 more in savings. Winterset rResort, 8515 
US 41 N. Palmetto, FL 34221, 941-722-4884. Ask 
for Vickie Winn, Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. www.
wintersetrvresort.com

PRE-FORCLOSURE SALE: waterfront home in 
Holmes Beach. 3BR/2BA pool, spa, boat dock. 
$799,000 or best offer. Owner direct, 941-356-
1456.

NORTHWEST BRADENTON, ten minutes to beach. 
3BR/2BA two-car garage. Updated. $299,000. No 
fl ood zone, no association fees. Creative fi nancing. 
Owner, 941-356-1456.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The Islander.

REAL ESTATE Continued

AFFORDABLE 2BR/1BA furnished condo. Hundred 
feet to beach $249,000 or best offer. Realtor, 941-
756-1090.

LIKE BRAND NEW 3,000 sf. 5BR/3BA. Pool and 
spa. Reduced $80,000 to $619,000 or best offer. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $499,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

ASHEVILLE, N.C., land bargains up to 30 percent 
below appraisal. www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com.

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach more than Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 20,000 people weekly 

with your ad for as little as $12! with your ad for as little as $12! 
Call 778-7978Call 778-7978

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941.778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.



THE ISLANDER  MARCH 12, 2008  39

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

 

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

200 Gulf Dr. S, #8  
Luxury beachfront condo. 
Only six left! Excellent loca-
tion, call for details!

200 Gulf Dr. S #5 
Amazing views with granite, 
hardwood, high ceilings and 
more. Walk to shops and res-
taurants.

512 59th St. 
Hollywood luxury on Anna 
Maria! Fine fi nishes, 6br/4.5ba 
with dock on protected deep 
water. Huge lagoon pool.

$3,490,000

6404 Gulf Dr 
Gulf front condo, windows 
4 sides, 10ft ceilings, crown 
moldings, granite and British 
West Indies décor.  Gated 
community!               

 $1,599,000.

PENDINGREDUCED PENDING

PENDING SOLD

 

100 36th St  
Luxurious Gulffront villa 
with private beach front! 

102 36th St  
Luxurious beachfront condo 
– amazing views!

SKY Sotheby’s Spring
Portfolio Auction

April 11, 2008
Call Terry Hayes to fi nd out if your

property can be included in the auction.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS: Almost two acres 
of beautiful land with breathtaking views near the 
Smoky Mountains. Large trees and great building 
site. Only $39,500. 800-632-2212, http://valleytown-
realty.com, valleytownrealty@verizon.net.

NORTH CAROLINA GATED lakefront community. 
150 miles of shoreline and great mountain views. 
Call now, 800-709-5253.

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS TWO acres on mountain 
top near New River State Park, great fi shing, view, 
private, $29,500 must sell. Call owner 866-789-
8535.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

WATERFRONT ANOTHER HOT Summer? Escape 
to Wisconsin! Lake Michigan waterfront condo new 
2BR with your own protected deep-water dock 
$235,000. 800-265-2537 www.landsofwi.com.

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS, 2-plus acres 
with great view. Very private, big trees, waterfalls 
and large public lake nearby. $69,500. Call now 866-
789-8535.

DON’T FORGET! The Islander has “mullet” 
T-shirts. Stop in our offi ce at 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach or order online www.islander.
org.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY All real estate 
advertising herein is subject to the Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination Familial status includes children 
under age of 18 living with parents or legal custodi-
ans, pregnant women and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD toll-free at (800) 669-9777, 
for the hearing impaired (0) (800) 543-8294.

Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244

Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

5309 Gulf  Drive  •  Holmes  Beach
www.gul fbayreal ty.com

Short Sale
204 71st Street Holmes 
Beach, 2BR/2BA with 
1/1 efficiency, tropi-
cal pool, very close to 
the beach, 1 car garage. 
Make offer!

Sandy Pointe
-Upstairs unit 2BR/2BA 
p e e k s  o f  t h e  b a y, 
covered parking, close to 
everything, pool, turnkey 
furnished $279,000
-1st fl oor beauty, 2BR/2BA, 
pool, no rental restrictions, 
1000 sq ft, storage, $3000 
credit to buyer $250,000

Imperial House
Gulf View 2BR/2BA condo 
in 55+ community, assigned 
parking, pool, gulf to bay com-
plex, furnished, $324,900

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

PERICO BAY CLUB TOWNHOUSE 
883 Waterside Ln., Bradenton: 
2-3BR/2BA, 1,632 sf, furnished, 
water and preserve views. Gated com-
munity. Only two miles to Gulf beaches. 
$319,000. ML#547919.

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
  (941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty
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