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Time change March 9
 Daylight saving time will begin at 2 a.m. March 9, 
with most of the country springing forward an hour.
 The date might feel early to some — a mandate 
in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 moved up daylight 
saving time to extend the period by a month.
 Though some U.S. territories, as well 
as Hawaii and most of Arizona do not 
observe daylight-saving time, about 70 
countries do observe a time change. 
DST is known in the European Union 
as “the summertime period,” and 
DST is observed in the southern 
hemisphere from about October 
to March.
 The primary reason for fol-
lowing a daylight-saving time is 
to conserve energy. By moving the 
clock ahead by an hour in the spring, 
timekeepers made the sun set an hour 
later.
 For close trackers of time, daylight 
saving time will end Nov. 2.

Landmark 
restaurant bucks 

gloomy tide
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 Florida’s depressed real estate market doesn’t seem 
to have an affect on the Seafood Shack in Cortez, says 
owner Ham Jones — “I’ve got a whole stack of pro-
spective buyers, I’m in negotiations every day.” 
 His cheery word comes as the landmark restau-
rant goes into its 38th year on the Cortez waterfront, 
still going strong despite its comedown from its once-
dominant position as the largest independent restaurant 
in Florida in terms of receipts. 
 Except for a brief hiatus a few years ago that 
crippled the operation for awhile, Jones has run the 
restaurant and adjacent marina all of its years. With a 
foot injured in an accident, Jones has drawn back from 
management, turning that over to a staff he has been 
some years rebuilding. 
 He bought the land in 1970, he recalls, and built 
a 150-seat restaurant to which he added 215 more in 
1976. Soon he had three-hour waiting lines, he recalls, 
“and that’s too long; by the time they got seated they 
were too drunk or too angry to appreciate the food.” 
 So in 1980, he tore down the old building and built 
a 700-seat replacement. Within three years, the wait-
ing lines were up to three hours again. So Jones added 
320 more seats on the big paddlewheel Showboat that 
docked alongside the restaurant. 

Bright spot 
The Seafood Shack is a bright spot in a real estate market that is gloomy in most of the United States and 
Florida. Islander Photo: Jack Elka

PLEASE SEE SHACK, NEXT PAGE

Anna Maria building offi cial 
lobbies for full-time job

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 While Anna Maria is saving about $50,000 a year 
by outsourcing its building offi cial position and paying 
for part-time help, it’s not really getting the maximum 
level of service, current building offi cial Steve Gilbert 
told city commissioners at their Feb. 28 meeting.
 Gilbert, who works for M.T. Causley Inc., told 
commissioners during his 30-minute presentation he’s 
been averaging 25 hours per week on the job in Anna 
Maria since the city hired Causley in June 2007, to 
replace Kevin Donovan. That’s fi ve hours more per 
week than originally estimated in the city’s contract 
with Causley. That contract is for $52,000 annually 
based upon a 20-hour work week.
 “We’ve kept up,” said Gilbert, but there are a number 
of “additional responsibilities” as building offi cial for 
a barrier island, and he’s not positive the city is getting 
the full benefi t available with a full-time offi cial.
 Commissioner Dale Woodland, backed by Com-
missioner Duke Miller, interjected to ask Gilbert to “cut 
to the chase.
 “Where are we going with this?” he asked.
 It’s about level of service, Gilbert responded.
 Operating programs such as the city’s community 
rating system that is part of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s fl ood plain insurance system to 
obtain lower premiums for city property owners benefi t 
everyone, he said, but require an enormous amount of 
time.
 At the risk of being redundant, said Miller, “Cut 
to the chase. Are you saying that if it was upped to a 
full-time position you could do all of this?”
 “That’s what I’m saying,” replied Gilbert. A 
full-time offi cial could “take care of all the activities 
here.”
 To offset some of the cost of a full-time offi cial, 
Gilbert, in conjunction with Mayor Fran Barford, pre-
sented a proposed new fee schedule for building offi cial 
services, including increased costs for permits, plans 
review and inspections.
 Under state law, all the additional revenues gener-
ated by increased fees cannot go directly to pay for a 

building offi cial, but some can. And it’s time the city 
revised its fees, added Barford.
 In effect, it costs the city more to inspect a build-
ing than the $75 permit fee, said city treasurer Diane 
Percycoe. “The city is losing money.”
 While commissioners were in general agreement, 
Woodland said he needed some hard numbers to decide 
on the level of service. That means examining the issue 
at at least one work session.
 “We think this is what we need to do,” said Barford. 
“Let’s implement these fees now, then come back with 
a recommendation on full-time or part-time.”
 Commissioners agreed and directed city attorney 
Jim Dye to prepare a resolution authorizing the com-
mission to increase the permit fees. Dye said the resolu-
tion will be ready for the commission’s March 13 work 
session.
 “We will definitely need justification,” added 
Woodland, after Dye pointed out that any fee increase 
usually causes a “ripple effect” in a community.
 The move comes eight months after Barford dis-
missed Donovan in what was then termed a “cost-sav-
ing” measure.
 But the city will still not have to pay any benefi ts 
to Causley for a full-time offi cial. Additionally, the 
increase in fees should offset the additional hours.
 “It was time to re-examine the department,” said 
Barford. “The need there is very apparent and the fees 
are just not accurate. The city is losing money” on many 
building offi cial services, she observed.
 In other business, city auditor Ed Leonard gave 
the city a clean bill of health for its 2006-07 audit, 
noting his fi rm gave Anna Maria the highest possible 
rating. “The city is in a good fi nancial position,” he 
concluded.
  Commissioners also decided not to change the lan-
guage of one phrase in the current comprehensive plan 
that is awaiting fi nal approval from the Florida Depart-
ment of Community Affairs. The language involves a 
defi nition of “one lot per structure” in the retail-offi ce-
residential section of the future land-use element.

PLEASE SEE BUILDING, NEXT PAGE

ANNA MARIA ISLAND BASEBALL  PASSION

ANNA MARIA ISLAND BASEBALL  PASSION

Play Ball!Play Ball!

Special this week on America’s pastime, Anna 
Maria Island’s passion. Baseball by Lisa Neff.
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 After comp-plan facilitator Tony Arrant indicated 
that to change the comp-plan language now would 
likely cause another 10-month delay in obtaining fi nal 
DCA approval, commissioners agreed to put a defi ni-
tion in the land development regulations when they are 

 He sold the restaurant in 2001 but the next year 
took it back as a failed operation. His 254 employees 
had scattered by then and he has had a long struggle 
rebuilding with new people. 
 He had it sold again in 2004, and at the request of the 
supposed new owner, closed the second fl oor. Then, virtu-
ally on the eve of closing, a hurricane so severely damaged 
the buyer’s extensive properties on the “other coast” that 
he had to forfeit his earnest money and pull out. 
 It’s been on the active market ever since — just 
in time to hit the market’s post-boom downturn. Jones 
said he has had several offers, none acceptable, and he’s 
in negotiations now with another prospect that looks 
good and is keeping track of others that have expressed 
interest. 
 The restaurant is still running, but at a reduced 
pace.  Where in season in the 1980s and 1990s he had 
1,000 patrons seated and 2,000 waiting on any Sunday 
afternoon, now there are 400 a day tops. 
 When the federal government imposed new require-
ments on Showboat, he shut her down and gave her to 
a friend who had some work done and operates the big 
paddlewheeler as the party boat for which it was built, 
now in Norfolk, Va. 
 The marina that goes along with the Shack is full 
with 90 boats almost all the time, Jones said, and it is 
part of the deal. So are the Shack’s six acres of land, 
some 1,500 lineal feet of it on Anna Maria Sound. 
 He won’t talk price for publication, saying he 
leaves that up to his broker. But $10 million to $12 
million was mentioned last year when supporters of 
the Florida Maritime Museum in Cortez toyed briefl y 
with the notion of putting the museum and historical 
operations there. 

Shack marks success in market
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1-A

Building offi cial full-time?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1-A

revised after comp-plan approval.
 “You want to deal with this locally, not in Tallahas-
see,” Arrant, who is based in the state Capitol, assured 
commissioners.
 The commission also stumbled on whether or not 
to require that amendments to the comp-plan require a 
supermajority (four) approval. 
 Arrant said the easiest procedure to adopt this 
would be to put it into the hands of the charter review 
committee. If the committee recommends adoption and 

the commission agrees, the measure would then have 
to be approved by the electorate.
 The commission also approved a motion to increase 
the city’s line of credit to $1.5 million, although the city 
will not use the money at any time in the near future. 
The funds are being used to pay for stormwater drain-
age improvements. Under a Southwest Florida Water 
Management District grant, the city will be reimbursed 
by Swiftmud for 50 percent of the cost of these projects, 
but only after the city pays the full amount.

What’s it all about?
Margaret and Pauly Hoffman, owners of Hurricane Liquors and Hurricane Hanks restaurant, Holmes Beach, 
along with Alfi e the poodle, celebrate their good fortune for purchasing the winning ticket in the golf cart raffl e 
to benefi t the Anna Maria Island Community Center Affaire to Remember. Pauly said they’re putting the golf 
cart to use at his son’s place in Lakewood Ranch. Islander Photo: Rebecca Barnett
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Meetings

AM, BB building offi cial Welsh rebounds

Returning offi cial Bob Welch
Former Anna Maria and then Bradenton Beach 
building offi cial Bob Welch returned to the Island 
March 1 as a building offi cial with M.T. Causley Inc., 
the company now under contract to by both cities to 
for building offi cial duties. Islander fi le photo

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Former Anna Maria and Bradenton Beach building 
offi cial Bob Welch is returning to the Island where he 
was formerly employed — and he’s back as a building 
offi cial.
 This time, however, Welsh is working for M.T. 
Causley Inc., the company that provides independent 
contractual building offi cial services to both Bradenton 
Beach and Anna Maria.
 Welch fi rst accepted the Anna Maria position in 
August 2000, but resigned several months later to take 
the same job in Bradenton Beach. He quit that position 
in 2003. Welch has been working most recently for 
Causley as the building offi cial for the city of Marathon 
in the Florida Keys.
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford confi rmed that 
Welch would begin working for the company on the 
Island March 1 and would likely perform Anna Maria 
building offi cial duties as warranted.
 Bradenton Beach Mayor Michael Pierce could not 
be reached for comment, and could not confi rm a report 
that Causley, which provides a building offi cial for the 
city, also provides a part-time building offi cial to assist 
in Bradenton Beach.
 Causely’s Steve Gilbert, who shares his time work-
ing for both cities, presently works half days in Anna 
Maria. Causely’s contract with Anna Maria calls for 
$52,000 annually, a savings of approximately $40,000 
per year over what the city paid in salary and benefi ts 
to former building offi cial Kevin Donohue. That sav-
ings, however, could change as the city commission is 
now considering a request from Barford and Gilbert to 

implement a full-time building offi cial position through 
Causley (see related story). 
 In what was termed a “cost-cutting” measure at 
the time, Barford dismissed Donohue in 2007, citing a 

drop in building permit applications in the city, and out-
sourced those duties — with city commission approval 
— to Causley.
 Welch has been Anna Maria’s certifi ed fl ood-plain 
manager since Donohue left, and runs the city’s com-
munity rating service as part of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s fl ood plain management.

Anna Maria City
March 10, 7 p.m., code enforcement board meeting.
March 11, 6:30 p.m., transportation grant committee 
meeting.
March 13, 7 p.m., city commission work session.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
March 6, 1 p.m., pier team meeting.
March 6, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
March 10, 3 p.m., Waterfronts Florida Partnership 
Committee meeting regarding merger with scenic 
highway committee.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
March 11, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest
March 12, 7 p.m., seminar on irrigation and Florida 
Yards Program, Holmes Beach City Hall.

Springfest to take 
place March 8-9

 The grass at Holmes Beach City Hall fi eld will get 
lots of foot traffi c this weekend.
 The fi eld, in the 5800 block of Marina Drive, will be 
the site of the Springfest Festival of Fine Arts and Fine 
Crafts. This year’s juried art show will mark its 20th year 
for the presenter, the Anna Maria Island Art League.
 The festival will take place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 8, and Sunday, March 9, with many art-
ists returning from years past and many new artisans.
 Patrons can expect to fi nd paintings, glass, jewelry, 
pottery, sculpture, textiles, photography and woodwork, 
according to AMIAL director Joyce Karp.
 The festival also will feature “Young at Art,” a chil-
dren’s art exhibit, a raffl e of more than 50 items donated 
by the participating artists, Cajun and bluegrass music 
and festival food fare.
 Money raised from Springfest benefi ts AMIAL, 
which conducts classes and workshops and operates a 
gallery at 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach.
 For more information, call AMIAL at 941-778-2099.

Planners defer questions on 
plans for vacant parcel

By Paul Roat
 Bradenton Beach’s planning and zoning board 
decided to continue to April 10 its review of the largest 
parcel of undeveloped property in the city after posing 
a host of questions to applicants.
 The former Trader Jack restaurant property, at the 
900 block of Gulf Drive North, has been vacant of all 
but the concrete slab for decades. Owners Wendy and 
George Kokolis, through agent and architect Mike 
McCaleb, have requested a major development appli-
cation from the city for the site, estimated at nearly 2 
acres.
 The property would include expansion of the neigh-
boring Gulf Drive Cafe, also owned by the Kokolises, 
as well as the addition of an open-air dining facility that 

could house up to 40 people under a 2,100-square-foot 
chickee hut-style structure. 
 McCaleb said the plan included cleaning up the 
property and offering access to the shipweck Regina, a 
molasses barge that is just offshore and has been named 
a state archeological preserve.
  Marie McCaughen, engineer of the project, said 
that stormwater runoff would be decreased if the project 
were approved.
 Building offi cial Steve Gilbert said he had con-
cerns about handicap parking at the restaurant. He also 
questioned the chickee hut and its subsequent patrons, 
stating that he would prefer the fi re marshal to offer 
his suggestions regarding the seating and subsequent 
parking requirements on the matter.
 McCaleb said the chickee hut would be used for 
weddings and similar outdoor functions and, if music 
was permitted, the sound levels would meet city 
codes.
 “We see it as a public/private structure,” he said.
 Planners had a slew of questions on the major 
development proposal. Those questions included the 
furnishings with the chickee hut, how that facility would 
relate to the amount of parking provided — much of 
which is across the street — and whether a variance is 
required for the property’s change of use, plus matters 
of providing adequate handicap parking and lighting 
on the beach.
 The matter was referred to the city attorney and 
building offi cial and continued to 5 p.m. April 10.
 Also, the city’s board of adjustment determined 
last Tuesday that an appeal of a building official 
decision was not fi led in a timely fashion and was 
denied.
 The appeal, by Ken Lohn, was directed at proper-
ties at  502 Bay Drive S. and 109 Fifth St. S., adjacent 
to his residence. 
 City attorney Ricinda Perry told the board that 
appeals to issuance of occupancy for construction 
should be made within 30 days. She said that the 
appeal to the “CO” was not made until the 40-day 
mark.
 “My advise is that you do not have jurisdiction to 
fi le an appeal,” she said. “It was fi led untimely.”
 The board of adjustment voted unanimously that it 
did not have jurisdiction to hear the matter and would 
have the city attorney explain the issue to the city com-
mission, which will make the fi nal determination.

Beautifi cation seminar 
March 12

 The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Com-
mittee will host its annual seminar at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 12.
 The program, moderated by committee member 
Kathy King, will be presented at Holmes Beach City 
Hall, 5801 Marina Drive. The title will be “Irrigation 
and Florida Yards.”
 Panelists will include committee members Melissa 
Snyder, Fred Heger and Maureen Hirthler — all master 
gardeners.
 Snyder will deliver a 30-minute presentation on 
the nine principles of creating Florida-friendly yards 
— right plant for the right place, water effi ciently, fertil-
ize appropriately, mulch, attract wildlife, manage yard 
pests responsibly, recycle, reduce stormwater runoff 
and protect the waterfront.
 Hirthler will speak on how she installed a micro-
irrigation system in her yard and greenhouse.
 Snyder and Hirthler will join Heger at the end of 
the program on a question-and-answer panel.
 Jack Tichenor, an extension agent with Manatee 
County, also will sit on the panel, as well as deliver a 
talk on irrigation.
 Mayor Rich Bohnenberger will open the program 
with brief comments.
 For more information about the program, call com-
mittee chairman John Molyneux at 941-778-8487.

Festival tops records, 
sets challenge

 The Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival kept up its 
tradition again this year, breaking its own records and 
giving itself new elevated goals to shoot for next time. 
 The 26th festival in the historic fishing village 
on Feb. xx helped by superb weather and fi ne-tuned 
organization, broke attendance and profi t records. An 
estimated 28,000 people attended the festival along the 
Cortez waterfront, nearly 5,000 more than last year — 
and that was a record. 
 Karen Bell, treasurer of the sponsoring Florida Insti-
tute for Saltwater Heritage, hasn’t gotten all the bills in 
yet and hasn’t received all the money from vendors. But 
her “optimistic estimate” is that FISH will have in the 
neighborhood of $80,000 when the dust settles. That’s 
a good $15,000 more than last year’s festival. 
 The money will go toward purchase of the few 
lots still privately held within the borders of the FISH 
Preserve at the east end of Cortez. The small village, 
through FISH, purchased the 95-acre Preserve with fes-
tival profi ts and other income from government and 
private donors. 
 It made that bold move both to form a barrier 
against development and to provide an “old Florida” 
nature area. 
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Bridge work continues
 Work crews for Quinn Construction Company Inc. of Palmetto continued last week with installing hydraulic 
equipment that will be used to raise and lower the Anna Maria Island drawbridge for boat traffi c when the 
bridge closes Sept. 29 for 45 days as part of the $9.1 million Florida Department of Transportation rehabilita-
tion project. The north sidewalk of the bridge has been closed to pedestrians, but not fi shers, during the current 
stage of the project. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
 

Planning commission 
reviews housing 

policies
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Holmes Beach Planning Commission tackled 
the subject of affordable housing Feb. 28 as it resumed 
its review of proposed amendments to the city’s com-
prehensive plan.
 The state requires that the city deal with affordable 
housing in the plan, though on a barrier island there is 
little opportunity to provide workforce housing, said 
city planning consultant Bill Brisson of LaRue Plan-
ning and Management Services Inc.
 The meeting at Holmes Beach City Hall was the 
fi rst of the commission since chairman Sue Normand 
was shot minutes after opening her store, Island Mail 
& More, on Dec. 5. Before the board began its business 
for the night, Commissioner Gary Hickerson welcomed 
Normand to the meeting.
 “I’ve very glad that you are here and looking very 
well,” Hickerson said. “You look marvelous.” The com-
missioners shared a joke that if Normand had been unable 
to attend, Hickerson, as vice chair, would have had to 
chair the meeting — a role he wasn’t eager to play.
 Normand thanked Hickerson and then moved the 
commissioners into the meeting. 
 The planning commission is at work updating 
the comprehensive plan based on the evaluation and 
appraisal report the city commission approved last 
April.
 The EAR summarized the successes and failures of 
the city’s comp plan, identifi ed key issues and recom-
mended changes to the plan through 2011 for short-
term goals and 2016 for long-term goals.
 Now the planning commission must work the EAR 
into the comp plan. The update is expected to take at 
least several months.
 Brisson said he hoped the planning commission 
could complete its review in April and that the city 
commission could send an amended plan to the Florida 
Department of Community Affairs by July. The DCA 
would then review the amended plan and either OK the 
document or request changes.
 Last week, the planning commission reviewed and 
accepted Brisson’s suggestion that the mixed-use area 
in Holmes Beach be generally limited to the downtown 
rather than apply to all commercial zones.
 Normand asked if the commercial area on East 
Bay Drive should be identifi ed for mixed-use on the 
city’s future land-use map. Brisson replied, “That’s 
not an area that really lends itself to mixed use,” and 
cautioned that the DCA might have problems if the 
city submitted a plan identifying a “shopping center 
as mixed-use.”
 Next in the review was the discussion of affordable 
housing in Holmes Beach, or rather, the lack of such 
housing.
 “In Holmes Beach we have a certain number of 
people who spend more than 30 percent of their income 
on housing,” Brisson said.
 But, he added, there is little land remaining for 
new housing developments and real estate prices can 
be exorbitant in a waterfront community. Median 
sale prices for single-family homes have gone from 

The Holmes Beach Planning Commission meets Feb. 28 at city hall with its chairman, Sue Normand, back on the 
dias for the fi rst time since she was shot Dec. 5, 2007, at her store, Island Mail & More. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

$180,000 in 1996 to $671,000 in 2005.
 Therefore, Brisson said, improving access to afford-
able or workforce housing in Holmes Beach will be a 
diffi cult objective for the city.
 Under the new affordable housing policies Brisson 
offered, the city would:
 • Work with the county to identify and pursue new 
revenue sources to be earmarked for eligible families 
to obtain low-interest mortgages and down-payment 
assistance.
 • Consider the appropriateness of allowing an acces-
sory dwelling unit — commonly known as a mother-in-
law apartment — on oversize lots in the low-density, 
residential land-use category.
 • Evaluate establishing an affordable housing fee to 
be charged to new residential and commercial develop-
ment, with the fees dedicated to a trust fund adminis-
tered by the county or state.
 “Any money would help,” Brisson said.
 Hickerson also emphasized that the mixed-use 
development the city wants to encourage might provide 
some affordable housing.
 During an hour-long meeting last November, com-
missioners reviewed proposed changes to the compre-
hensive plan’s future land-use and transportation sec-
tions. Most of the changes eliminate language no longer 
required by the state in comp plans or outdated informa-
tion, but the commission did discuss a provision call-
ing for the city to prepare a “streetscape” study. They 
agreed to keep the provision for a streetscape study in 
the comp plan, with a review to begin by 2010.
 The planning commission will meet next at 7 p.m. 
March 27 at city hall, 5701 Marina Drive. During that 
meeting, Brisson said he hoped to review issues related 
to recreation and capital improvements with the com-
missioners.

Marina deal 
fails, hope 

goes on
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 A promising prospect for keeping Cortez 
Cove Marina in congenial hands has come apart, 
but Karen Bell has hopes for another deal just over 
the horizon. 
 Bell, managing partner of the marina, said a deal 
that appeared imminent “just fell through,” but she 
is optimistic that other prospective investors’ interest 
will culminate in their coming into the marina.
  The marina is a secluded boat basin and boat-
works toward the eastern end of the historic fi sh-
ing village’s waterfront, owned and operated for 
four years by four individuals with Bell as manag-
ing partner. 
 The others involved — Peter and Eva Thurell 
and Judith Breuggeman, all Cortez residents — 
have decided to move their money elsewhere, Bell 
said, and she has been looking for replacements. 
 She thought she had a deal put together in 
which the nautical Galati family of Anna Maria 
Island and two men from Bradenton would come 
in, with Bell retaining her quarter-interest.  
 “They would have been great people to work 
with,” she said. “I’m sorry it didn’t work out. But 
there are others who would be just as good.” An 
investment of about $3 million would put them 
into the property. 
 “I really want to keep this as an active part 
of Cortez,” said Bell, who is of the family that 
founded and still owns the A.P. Bell Fish Co. just 
down the waterfront from Cortez Cove. She is part 
of that fi rm’s management, as well as owner of the 
neighboring Star Fish Co. restaurant. 
 “I love Cortez Cove, it is so nice and what it 
does for here is so nice,” Bell said. 
 The property is 900 feet of picturesque water-
front with a curving peninsula sheltering 34 boat 
slips  and two large service buildings. The boat-
works has a Travelift capable of hauling boats up 
to 60 tons, 70 feet long.
 The property must remain a marina and boatyard, 
Bell noted, for its designation as a historic village 
severely limits development — a previous owner tried 
for condos and villagers shot down that proposed. 
 Villagers have expressed concern that the 
marina might be bought by people less than sen-
sitive to the village’s heritage and traditions. 
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Fire commissioners tackle space crunch
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Growth is putting the squeeze on in the West Mana-
tee Fire Rescue District, where fi re offi cials are working 
to deal with a space crunch in its four facilities.
 WMFR commissioners met Feb. 27 to discuss the 
district’s needs with Chief Andy Price, Deputy Chief 
Brett Pollock and Battalion Chief Dennis Dotson.
 The district operates three stations and an admin-
istration building. The district’s newest building, built 
in 1988, is Station 1, 6001 Marina Drive in Holmes 
Beach. Station 2, 10350 Cortez Road in west Manatee, 
was built in 1987 and is adjacent to the administration 
building. Station 4 at 407 67th St. in west Manatee was 
built in 1962, then remodeled in 1995. The administra-
tion building is to the north of Station 4. A facility in 
Bradenton Beach was retired from professional duty 
and serves as a headquarters for the WMFR Auxil-
iary.
 Early in February, the commissioners toured 
WMFR’s facilities with Price, Pollock and Dotson to 
see fi rst-hand the tight work spaces and over-crowded 
living quarters.
 “We need more space at each station, physical 
space,” Price said, summing up the concern shared by 
WMFR administrators and fi refi ghters.
 Commissioners acknowledged that the district 
needs more space, but they also raised concerns about 
funding, as well as the possibility of a consolidation 
of fi re districts within the next decade. With a con-
solidation, more space may be needed in fi re stations, 
but administrative operations would be consolidated, 
probably into one headquarters. 
 If and when a countywide consolidation might 
occur became one of the key questions discussed during 
the commission’s workshop last week.
 The WMFR commission is solidly behind a consol-
idation in Manatee County, but commissioners do not 
feel other districts are ready to get behind the effort.
 Commissioners also wondered about public sup-
port.
 “Do we have public support for this?” asked Com-

missioner Jack Emery.
 Commissioner Larry Tyler suggested an indepen-
dent study of consolidation, noting that such reviews 
have taken place in other areas in the state. Consolida-
tion of fi re districts is under review in Collier County, 
where the county commission asked 10 fi re-rescue dis-
tricts to discuss a merger that includes absorbing the 
county’s emergency medical services.
 “How it’s going to look in the end, I don’t know,” 
Price said of the proposed merger during the work-
shop.
 The meeting last week at Station 1 began with a 
listing of the facility strengths in the district. The group 
cited a number of positives, including strategic loca-
tions for the Cortez Road and Holmes Beach stations, 
adequate service bays at those stations, a new fuel tank 
recently installed in the district, storm protection on the 
buildings, a new generator at Station 4 and structurally 
sound buildings.
 The group’s list of weaknesses was slightly longer 
and included crowded sleeping quarters, lack of storage, 
lack of handicap accessibility, a separation of adminis-
trative services into two buildings, roofi ng problems at 
Station 4 and a question about the design and location 
of that station.
 Price noted that the stations were built for their time 
and to house volunteer fi re operations, not full-time 
professional fi refi ghters.
 “These stations were built for what was then and 
are not adequate for today,” he said. “I don’t think they 
ever envisioned us being what we are today.”
 Pollock observed that many stations in the area 
were built for volunteer operations and other districts 
are dealing with the same problems.
 Next on the workshop agenda was the listing of 
opportunities for the district to address problems. The 
potential, the group said, exists for a bond issue to 
fund construction or renovation projects, collecting 
additional tax revenue, raising money with added 
services, or the sale of district property, collecting 
private donations, and, fi nally, consolidating the fi re 
districts.

 Commissioners and fi re offi cers also cited pos-
sible obstacles to improvements, including the price 
of land, the cost of construction, the contentious politi-
cal climate and the struggling economy. A top concern 
seemed that the property tax reform drive that led to 
the adoption of Amendment 1 last month may lead to 
further cuts in revenues for local entities, including 
WMFR.
 Out of the discussion, the group identifi ed priori-
ties — to consolidate administrative operations, expand 
stations or establish new facilities, create additional 
storage space, identify funding strategies and sources, 
engage the public and pursue consolidation.
 As the workshop came to an end last week, the 
group left with plans to reconvene and prioritize a 
series of goals, building upon a strategic plan adopted 
in 2005.
 “The next step would be to come up with some 
goals,” said Pollock, who led the workshop.
 The group, said commission chair Mike Mulyck, 
must decide, “What is it we want to buy — do we want 
to buy a Corvette or an old Chevy pickup?”
 The next commission meeting will be at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 27, at Station 1, 6001 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.

City seeks county plans 
for Bayfront Park

 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford in conjunction 
with the environmental education and enhancement 
committee plans to contact the Manatee County Parks 
and Recreation Department regarding its long-range 
plans for Bayfront Park.
 The mayor told EEEC members at their Feb. 26 
meeting that she and public works director George 
McKay would coordinate the effort to learn what plans, 
if any, the county has for the long term to care and 
maintain the park on Bay Boulevard north of the City 
Pier. The county has operated the park on behalf of the 
city since the 1970s.
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It’s all about the game
 My fi rst Major League expeience was a Cardinals 
game at Busch Stadium, downtown St. Louis, where 
I saw Lou Brock tear up the bases, adding to his 1974 
record-breaking 118 steals. I was instantly a fan.
 On moving to Anna Maria Island, I met some “big” 
players at the Buccaneer restaurant on Longboat Key, 
the lengendary Stan-the-Man Musial and young Pitts-
burgh Pirates player Ken Brett, who offered up game 
tickets. (The Buccaneer was THE hangout back then.) 
I sought out the Pirates vs. Cards, and seats behind or 
near the dugout for a good look, some photos and an 
occasional wave from Brock.
 But my real baseball thrills came from knowing 
Birdie Tebbetts in his later years. Before he was house-
bound, he held court over a cup of coffee at the former 
Tip restaurant. Could he ever tell stories. His lifetime 
in baseball started as a kid, catching for pre-game war-
mups for his uncles. 
 He once told me how he played farm league ball in 
the 1930s in Beaumont, Texas, and a radio announcer 
thought he’d dub the young player a nickname. “Tidbits” 
— the radio voice said, and Birdie found his way directly 
to the radio station at game’s end. “I gave that guy a 
piece of my mind,” he said. “No one was gonna call me 
a cracker name. And I went on the roster after that with 
the nickname I’d had since I was in the cradle.”
 The story had special meaning for me because 
Birdie kept it a pretty closely held secret how he got 
his nickname. He liked the speculation. And I felt privi-
leged to know.
 I soon named one of my Cairn terrier puppies 
“Birdie,” and it puzzled the man that the dog was a 
female.  But she answers to Birdie, I explained, and she 
doesn’t come when I call “Snooks.” That, he liked.
 Lucky for me, among the mementos daughter Sue 
gave me after Birdie’s death is a 1936 Beaumont team 
photo, including Birdie. 
 I don’t go often, but I do love to sit in the bleachers 
and watch the game “live.” So on a recent trip to St. 
Louis for another passion, time with my two grand-
daughters, ages 9 and 10, we stayed in a hotel across 
from the arch on one side, and the new Cardina;’s sta-
dium on the other. I longed to take them to the ballpark, 
but it was Thanksgiving and there was no action there.
 I relate to baseball now when I speak to groups 
about how I came into the newspaper business, saying 
that when I was young, I admired the players that woke 
up to go to work, and work was playing the game. What 
a great life, I used to think.
 Thankfully, I found my “game” when I started up 
The Islander newspaper.
 As a result, I found the great Birdie Tebbetts, who 
helped me understand that — and life.
 — Bonner Joy

Rebuttal
 I would like to comment on Rick Catlin’s article in 
the Feb. 27 issue of The Islander since I am mentioned 
in the letter by him. My attorney never mentioned palm 
trees nor lights in the right of way in his letter to the 
city. These violations were from code enforcement offi -
cer Gerry Rathvon and city planner Alan Garrett when 
they did a walk-through. 
 Second, no one from the beach has ever used my 
shower. It would be very diffi cult to get to as it is 
fenced off. 
 Third, Rick Catlin never tried to contact me for 
comments. I am not that hard to reach. My house at 
the beach is only rented three months out of the year, 
the rest of the time I and my family are there. If he had 
called my house and left a message, my tenants would 
have called me. If he had called my Lakeland number, 
I always have my phone forwarded if I go out, and if 
not I have an answering service. 
 Barbara Nally, Anna Maria and Lakeland

Re: New attitude
 It is such a pleasure when a government agency like 
the Florida Department of Transportation works with a 
community rather than being at cross purposes. 
 Any chance the kinder, gentler DOT could give a 
few lessons to the tax assessor?
 Janet Aubry, Anna Maria

Sandbar an Island perk
 I have read with interest comments in The Islander 
concerning the Sandbar Restaurant and its onsite wed-
dings. I am a longtime visitor to Anna Maria Island and 
have spent many a pleasant evening enjoying dinner on 
the deck of the Sandbar and watching the Island’s glori-
ous sunsets. 
 One of the added perks of going to the Sandbar for 
an evening of dining is the chance that we might be 
fortunate to watch a wedding ceremony at sunset. Talk 
about the height of a romantic evening! Even though the 
wedding party is far enough away from diners to offer 
them some privacy, it is a memorable sight. Weddings 
are a time of joy and happiness that usually make people 
feel good just to witness. I have been at the Sandbar 
enough during these ceremonies to say they do not seem 
too loud, and  all is settled down and quiet by a reason-
able hour.
 Is Anna Maria trying to discourage seasonal visi-
tors?
 Many people come up to me when I have on an 
Anna Maria shirt or a Sandbar jacket and strike up a 
conversation about the area and we all agree how much 
we enjoy visiting your island.
 The delightful thing is I have had this happen in 
Texas, Illinois, Indiana and Arizona. People from all 
over know about the Sandbar. It is amazing, actually. 
If the locals wish to discourage tourism, banning wed-
dings is a great fi rst step. If people cannot feel welcome 
enough to celebrate the major milestones of their lives 
in Anna Maria, why would we want to spend our money 
in a city where we are made to feel unwelcome? My 
daughter has said that when she does marry, it will be 
at the Sandbar. Now, I will tell her, “Well, maybe, but 
only if the neighbors OK it.”
 From all that I have read, I have just one question: 
Which came fi rst, the Sandbar or the Nallys? That is 
the name I hear complaining the most and I can only 
surmise that they must have a problem with living near 
a business that has been there since the 1920s, long 
before they built their home so near to the restaurant.
 Maybe they should have considered moving to a 
more residential neighborhood if they did not want to 
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live in a zoned commercial area, which is understandably 
more busy and lively than a residential neighborhood.  
 I urge the city commission to look objectively at the 
location and zoning of this area and realize that, to the 
majority of people, beach weddings are not an intrusion 
but rather a nice way to witness happiness, love, joy 
and commitment; something this world sees too little 
of. I hope for once, that common sense can prevail. I 
can only think that it might be prudent for the Nallys 
and others to fi nd a more productive and positive way 
to spend their money. The Sandbar will still get my 
business whenever I am on the Island.
 Gay Rosnett, St Joseph, Ill.
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Homes tour features boutique

The Anna Maria Island Tour of Homes March 15 will feature a boutique, with the help of Dolores Harrell, Joan 
Pettigrew, Penny Reinholz and Betsy Smith. Islander Photo: Courtesy the Center

 The 15th annual Anna Maria Island Tour of Homes 
will feature a boutique of “Island Tropical Treasures.”
 The tour benefi ting the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 15.
 The boutique will feature a variety of crafted items 
for many tastes and incomes. Hand-painted signs, 
fl ower-beaded mirrors and uniquely decorated small 
furniture can all be found at the boutique, located at the 
Tanner family home at 103 Cedar Ave., Anna Maria.
 The boutique also will feature homemade jam and 
baked goods for those with a sweet tooth.
 Some 12 to 16 crafters and local artists started 

working on boutique projects in their homes in the 
early fall. As the tour date draws closer, they will enlist 
the help of committee members and friends to provide 
goodies to be sold in the bake sale.
 For several years, Duncan Real Estate has spon-
sored the boutique to help the tour committee offset 
some of the expenses.
 In addition to the boutique and the tour of Island 
properties, the tour of homes will feature a wine and 
cheese party at the Waterfront Restaurant, 111 Bay 
Blvd. S., Anna Maria.
 For more information about the tour of homes, call 
the Center’s Aida Matic at 941-778-1908, ext. 9203.

 • Holmes Beach Mayor Bob VanWagoner declined 
to sign a negotiated consent order in a lawsuit against the 
city fi led by GTE and Smith Realtors over construction of 
a cell tower after VanWagoner had refused to sign off on a 
site-plan for the tower approved by the city commission. 
VanWagoner claimed the settlement had been changed 
twice since he fi rst agreed to sign the document.
 • The start of construction of a drainage system on 
Gulf Drive in Bradenton Beach was expected to cause 
majr traffi c delays and backups, Police Chief Jack Malo-
ney said after he and Florida Department of Transporta-
tion project engineer Albert Rosenstein devised a detour 
system for northbound traffi c in the construction area.
 • Former Holmes Beach Mayor Jim Zerba passed 
away at the age of 82. He served as mayor from 1974 to 
1978 after being defeated twice for the offi ce. He qualifi ed 
for the 1974 election just 15 minutes before the deadline, 
then defeated City Commission Ed Moline, 772 to 358.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Feb. 24 65 75 0Feb. 24 65 75 0
Feb. 25 66 75 0Feb. 25 66 75 0
Feb. 26 56 60 .50Feb. 26 56 60 .50
Feb. 27 62 73 0Feb. 27 62 73 0
Feb. 28 66 77 0Feb. 28 66 77 0
Feb. 29  68 76 0Feb. 29  68 76 0
March 1 70 77 0March 1 70 77 0
Average Gulf water temperature 69°Average Gulf water temperature 69°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

You’re invited to a special 
preview performance.

$15 donation to the American Cancer Society.
General Admission Tickets available at 

The Islander Newspaper 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach

Contact: Nancy Ambrose, 941-518-4431

8 p.m. • Tuesday • March 11
A benefit for American Cancer Society 

presented by

&
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1-888-559-9689 ext 8601  
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Tile and Grout Color, 
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i [ r w
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 cleaned      when we clean  

 your           or         seat 
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FREE

Larry & Nancy House, owners
www.ethicalservices.com

www.FatCatCarpetCleaning.com
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Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 people weekly with your ad – 
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Island Players to stage ‘Born Yesterday’
Robert Bechetti, David Ohlson, Laura Morales, Herb Stump, Elaine Levin and John Ottaviano will star in 
“Born Yesterday,” a production by the Island Players. The play will open Thursday, March 13, and continue 
through March 30 at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. The box offi ce is open Monday through Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and one hour before performances. Show times are at 8 p.m. Tuesdays through Satur-
days and 2 p.m. Sundays. For more information, call the box offi ce at 941-778-5755. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

 Island business owners are being put on the lookout 
for a wanted customer — a man who has passed fake 
checks at Manatee and Sarasota county restaurants.
 One such restaurant was in Holmes Beach, though 
no police report was fi led.
 A man walked into the restaurant, ordered about 
$1,800 in take-out food for an event and presented a 
check for $2,000. He left with the $200 in change, 
but when the restaurant attempted to contact him 
regarding questions about the order, the phone 
number proved false, according to HBPD. So did 
the check.
 The suspect is described as about 40-50 years old, 
medium build and balding. In surveillance photographs 
provided by the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Offi ce, the 
man is seen wearing a short sleeve, light-colored shirt, 
light-colored shorts and sunglasses.
 SCSO reports that in several instances the man 
entered sandwich shops and placed large catering 

This image of a man wanted in connection with a 
fake check scam is being circulated to businesses on 
Anna Maria Island. Islander Photo: Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce

Police seek ‘customer’ for fake checks
orders as a representative of Afl ac Insurance.
 The man presented what turned out to be counter-
feit cashier’s checks from the Bank of America to pay 
for the food.
 The scam, according to SCSO, comes not with 
the theft of food but rather the change the suspect 
pockets after presenting the checks. In one case 
on the mainland, the bill came to $1,823.21 so 

the suspect left with about $176, the change from 
a $2,000 counterfeit check. In another case, the 
man ordered about $1,719 plus offered a $100 tip, 
leaving with $181 in change from another $2,000 
check.
 People with any information about the incidents or 
the suspect are encouraged to call Crime Stoppers at 
941-366-8477.
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The Island Experts Since 1972

5347 Gulf Drive #4
Holmes Beach Business Center 

778-9622

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

FRESH MULLET T-SHIRTS! S,M,L,XL $10

FRESH MULLET SALE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Accusations thrown in Olesen-Anna Maria-Gee dispute
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The legal diffi culties involving Anna Maria and its 
dispute with the Olesen family of 504 S. Bay Blvd. — 
accompanied by a dispute between Laura Gee of 502 
S. Bay Blvd. and the city are far from over.
 The city is already facing a court order to “show 
cause” in Gee’s legal dispute with the city regarding the 
issuance of multiple variances to the Olesens to com-
plete their remodeling project. Now, Olesen attorney 
Darren Inverso has further complicated the issue with 
a Feb. 20 letter to city attorney Jim Dye alleging the 
city is breaching a mediation agreement it made with 
the Olesens regarding the project.
 Inverso wrote that Gee had informed him that the 
city’s building offi cial indicated to her that a certifi cate 
of occupancy “would not be issued” until the “front 
wall” and “roof overhang issues were resolved.” Fur-
ther, said Inverso, Gee said that the offi cial, Steve Gil-
bert, alleged that this directive came from Dye.
 Inverso said he and his client regard the non-action 
by Gilbert as a “breach of the settlement agreement” 
and questioned how Dye’s instructions are in compli-
ance with that agreement.
 Inverso also claimed that numerous attempts to 
meet with Gee and her attorney, Ricinda Perry, to dis-
cuss the issues have failed and that Perry “will not meet 
with us to discuss any options besides moving the air 
conditioner.”
 Adding more fuel to the fi re, Inverso noted that 
Gee obtained a variance several years ago to move 
her building pad closer to the property line. “Now, she 
claims that a brand new air conditioner with insulating 
buffers makes too much noise,” he said. 
  Leveling his own charge, Inverso said that accord-
ing to public records, Gee had a large-scale remodel 
during the time of her requested variance and “we have 
reason to believe that she has violated those building 
plans, has installed a bathroom on the ground fl oor of 
that structure, and has actually occupied the bottom of 
this structure while renting out the top portion of the 
property.”

 Inverso also accused Dye and the city with breach-
ing the agreement and supporting Gee. He claimed he 
has repeatedly asked Dye and supporting counsel Greg 
Hootman of the Florida League of Cities “whether or 
not you are going to comply with the settlement agree-
ment.” He alleged Dye and Hootman have avoided 
answering the question for a number of weeks.
 The variances were the result of a legal action by 
the Olesens that resulted in a court-ordered mediation 
settlement between Olesen and the city over ownership 
of a 10-foot easement on the north side of the Olesen 
property, between his property and Gee’s.
 The Olesen family sued the city in late 2006 after 
negotiations with the city to resolve the ownership 
issue were unsuccessful. The suit came several months 
after then-building offi cial Kevin Donohue issued a 
stop-work order for the renovation project because 
he believed the project was encroaching on city prop-
erty.
 After the commission granted the variances, Gee 
fi led a legal action requesting that the city review its 
decision.
  Circuit Judge Paul Logan has ruled that Gee has 
“demonstrated a preliminary basis for relief,” and gave 
the city until March 6 to “show cause” why relief should 
not be granted.” 

City responds
 Hold on a second, partner, the city might well have 
said in response to Inverso and the Olesens. The city is 
not supporting Gee.
 In fact, Gilbert issued the Olesens a temporary cer-
tifi cate of occupancy Feb. 25, but acknowledged in a 
letter to the Olesens that his and city planner Alan Gar-
rett’s investigation “has revealed that there are at least 
two pressing matters” that have to be resolved before 
a fi nal certifi cate of occupancy can be issued. Those 
“matters” are the roof overhang and the setback of the 
courtyard wall.
 In keeping with the mediation agreement between 
the Olesens and the city, Gilbert wants to resolve those 
“matters” and said he has asked Dye and Hootman “for 

their opinions and guidance on how to proceed with 
remedies and corrections.”
Gilbert added that while those attorneys are conducting 
their own review, any proposal from the Olesens on 
how to solve the problems is appreciated.

Winning watercolor
Cheryl Jorgensen created a watercolor to be raffl ed 
in April by the Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island. 
Tickets for the raffl e can be purchased at the Guild 
Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays, 
through April 15. For more information, call AGAMI 
at 941-778-6694.
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Barnett Blindsaarrrrnnneeettttt BBBBBlliinnnds
“Beautiful Window Treatments”

• Blinds
• Plantation Shutters
• Motorization Specialist
• Honest Personal Service

18 Years on Anna Maria Island

941.778.3526 • 941.730.0516 Keith Barnett
Owner/Operator

5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair
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massage

nails

make-up

     

Tide and Moon  Jewelry

Find us at

Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

“Where fine meets funky” 

Where fi ne meets funky25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

We’re doin’ 
a ring thing!

Sterling 
Silver Jewelry

Find us at

Bradenton 

s funky” y

2502 Gulf Drive N., B

“Wheere fine mmeets 

6630 Cortez Rd. W. • Bradenton 
795-3900 or 800-741-4390 • 9-6 Mon - Fri • 9:30-12:30 Sat
Fantasy Travel

IS YOUR TAX REFUND BURNING A HOLE IN YOUR POCKET?
Expecting a big refund this year or already 
have it? Why not pamper yourself with a 
wonderful cruise, tour or weekend getaway.  
After all, it’s your money and you can say 
that the IRS sent you on vacation!

Stop by and see our newly remodeled 
offi ce to better serve you, our wonderful 
customers, better.

Historical society honors 
Anna Maria Island history

Bill Bowdish entertains during the Anna Maria Island Historical Society’s Heritage Day festival March 1 in 
Anna Maria. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Amy Torkelson looked into the roofl ess jail and 
wondered aloud, “Is this for real a jail.”
 “Yep. Commit the crime. Do Island time,” said a 
passerby, joking about the jail on the grounds of the 
Anna Maria Island Historical Society Museum, 402 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 The old jail — preserved with no doors, no roof 
and no window glass or bars — proved a draw for 
young and old during the historical society’s March 
1 annual Heritage Day event, the fi rst of many events 
commemorating heritage month in the county.
 Other attractions included the antics of clowns 
and Anna Maria Island Privateers, the instruction of 
craftspeople, the displays by artists, the music of the 

Gulf Drive Band, tours of the museum and the his-
toric Belle Haven Cottage, mingling with volunteers 
in period costume and some feasting on barbecue and 
corn-on-the-cob.
 “Events like this are a great way to show off Flori-
da’s history,” said Paul MacNamie of Chicago. “I think 
a lot of people come down here thinking Florida is all 
high-rise beach condos, trailer parks and pink fl amingos 
— which aren’t bad but…”
 Later this month, the historical society in partner-
ship with the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
will host a jazz concert at the Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. The organizations will share the pro-
ceeds from the performance by the Gulf Drive Band, 
which will take place from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday, 
March 13.

Art prints 
catch the 
eyes of 
browsers 
behind 
the his-
toric Belle 
Haven 
Cottage at 
the Anna 
Maria 
Island 
Historical 
Society 
March 1.

People look 
for fi nds 

during 
the Anna 

Maria 
Island 

Historical 
Society’s 
Heritage 

Day event 
in Anna 

Maria 
March 1.
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$18
$76

Prices subject to change

$20
$108

 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
 Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
 Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

25% OFF 
All new 
mountings 
and remounts 
casted from 
your old gold. 
Coupon expires 
March 21, 2008

Call 941-779-2106

AWARD-WINNING 
IDEAS FOR 

YOUR HOME

TheBag Lady
Just ask for me - 

I’ll be the bag behind 
the counter

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
412 10th Ave. W. • Palmetto • 722-9916

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 

We have all the famous 
designer names!

Island Yoga Space
9805 Gulf Drive 
(2nd fl oor above Ginny's)
Anna Maria, FL
941-778-3149
www.islandyogaspace.com

Yoga • Meditation

Commissioners vocal on potential 
Anna Maria charter changes

Just 10 people attended the Feb. 25 town hall public 
meeting of Anna Maria’s charter review committee, 
including Robin Wall of Palmetto Avenue, pictured 
speaking to the committee. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Ten members of the public showed up at the Anna 
Maria Charter Review Committee’s town hall forum 
Feb. 25 to provide the committee with public input for 
possible changes to the city’s charter. And of those 10, 
half were city elected offi cials.
 Mayor Fran Barford along with City Commissioners 
Dale Woodland, Jo Ann Mattick, Duke Miller and John 
Quam provided input to the committee; primarily focus-
ing on any potential change to the city’s election cycle 
and that all comp-plan amendments must be approved 
by a supermajority (4/5) vote of the commission.
 At present, the city has an election every Novem-
ber, with three elected positions up for grabs each time. 
But unless there is a “national” or “county” election in 
an odd-numbered year, the city is charged about $5,000 
by the Manatee County Supervisor of Elections offi ce 
to hold a “special election” at those times. 
  Barford suggested that with the current economic 
crunch befalling cities, particularly small ones such as 
Anna Maria, the committee might want to “take a look” 
at a charter amendment that would have all six offi ces 
elected at the same time. The $5,000 is a “signifi cant 
amount” for Anna Maria, she noted.
  Committee chairman Tom Aposoros, who held the 
same position on the 2003 charter review committee, 
said the previous committee deliberately recommended 
the current “staggered” election cycle in the charter to 
ensure some experience remained on the commission 
following an election, and guarantee no single group 
could “take over” the commission in a single election.
 Woodland’s opinion was to favor having elections 
every two years, but not to extend a commissioner’s 
term to four years to retain the staggered election 
system.
 Likewise for Quam, who rejected a suggestion by 
Aposporos that the staggered system could be retained 
if commissioners were elected to offi ce for a four-year 
term.
 Mattick also did not want to have an election struc-
ture whereby the entire commission could be “wiped 
out” on a single day.
 Miller chimed in that, if money is the issue, he 
would be willing to bet that commissioners would vote 
to reduce their salary by enough to pay for the off-year 

election.
 Quam and his colleagues favored inclusion of a 
charter change that comp-plan amendments would 
require a super-majority vote of the commission, and 
suggested such language could also be included in the 
comp-plan itself, in addition to the charter.
 Members of the public who spoke, including Tom 
Turner and Robin Wall, were also opposed to four-year 
terms for commissioners and wanted to keep the current 
election cycle.
 Wall went even further, stating that any proposed 
change to the future land-use map and element of 
the plan should require a super-majority commission 
vote.
 Aposporos said the committee will take the sug-
gestions made that evening under consideration when 
it begins its charter review at its next meeting.
 But he cautioned that the committee is only a rec-
ommending body. “It’s the city commission’s decision 
to put a charter amendment before the public. We only 
recommend,” he said.

Grant committee favors funding 
pier trolley shelter

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria’s transportation enhancement grant com-
mittee agreed at its Feb. 27 meeting that its fi rst priority 
for allocating the $358,000 federal enhancement grant 
will be construction of a new trolley shelter at the Historic 
Anna Maria City Pier at the Pine Avenue-Bay Boulevard 
intersection.
 City Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick, the commis-
sion liaison to the grant committee, said trolley shelters 
are the top priority, with a shelter at the pier topping its 
list. None of the Anna Maria stops for the Island trolley 
have a shelter.
 “The committee believes the pier is a major attrac-
tion in the city and there should be a decent shelter for 
people waiting for the trolley,” she said. At present, 

there is no trolley shelter at the pier, although passen-
gers can utilize a picnic shelter at the pier entrance to 
wait for a trolley.
 Committee members will prepare their own designs 
and present them at the March 11 committee meeting 
for discussion. 
 The committee was formed to identify and pri-
oritize specifi c plans and locations for “streetscaping” 
improvements in the Pine Avenue-Gulf Drive business 
district for the grant that will be funded in the 2010-11 
Florida Department of Transportation budget, with the 
money coming from federal sources.
 Mattick wrote the grant to obtain the funds.
 The next committee meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 11, at city hall. Meetings are open to 
the public.

Fireworks task force to utilize 
stuffers, announcements

 The Island fi reworks task force headed by Anna 
Maria Mayor Fran Barford plans to educate the public 
about local ordinances prohibiting the unauthorized use 
of fi reworks, particularly during public holidays such 
as July 4.
 The committee is attempting to organize a “mail 
stuffer” campaign that would place a brochure in June’s 
Manatee County utility bills advising customers about 
the ordinance, including the discharge of fi reworks out-
doors without a permit.
 In conjunction with the Manatee County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce, the committee will prepare a public service 
announcement to air on local television stations prior 
to the 2008 summer holidays.
 The first announcement will air prior to Memo-
rial Day in May, while most will be shown just 
before the July 4 holiday, which this year is on a 
Friday.
 Barford said the task force will also give presenta-
tions in area schools and contact Island rental agents to 
advise renters about the dangers of fi reworks and the 
fact that personal fi reworks are illegal. 

Anna Maria Garden ClubAnna Maria Garden Club
Invites you to a 

Penny Flower ShowPenny Flower Show
Plant & Bake Sale • RafflePlant & Bake Sale • Raffle

1-3 pm • Wednesday • March 191-3 pm • Wednesday • March 19

Roser Church 
Fellowship Hall
512 Pine Ave.
Anna Maria

Sponsored by

Public 
Welcome! 

Vote for 
favorite 

arrangements 
with pennies 
and coins!
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria 
Island

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-94044528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404

C8

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Fri, Mar. 7 ~ Michael MacFri, Mar. 7 ~ Michael Mac

Sun, Mar. 9 ~ Doc & Sun, Mar. 9 ~ Doc & BCBC

June 15 Eclipse
June 23 Natural 

Vibes

Tues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pmTues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pm
Fri    11:30am-midnightFri    11:30am-midnight
Sat      noon-midnightSat      noon-midnight
Sun    noon-8:00pmSun    noon-8:00pm

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply PutSimply Put
• Customized and      
   rejuvenated furniture
• Unique gifts  
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques 
• Collectibles 

Artisan Artisan 

GalleryGallery

Outdoor Art & 
Antique Fair
8am - 3pm, 

Sat, Jan. 19

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B4444B44BB44B4444

LEX-SEA

www.annamariaislandsailing.com
SAILING–2 hours to 2 weeksSAILING–2 hours to 2 weeks

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

Reservations 713-8000 
or 761-4779

Dolphin Sails, 
Sunset Sails, 
Egmont Key

Key West & Beyond

C8

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”

EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE REGGAE 
TUNESTUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

B5

Great Great 
FoodFood

Stellar Stellar 
ServiceService

Unique Unique 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Signature Signature 
EventsEvents

111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach • Anna Maria Island 

941-782-1122 
Visit our new Web site!  www.thesunhouserestaurant.com

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

SIMPLY A BETTER WAY TO OWN THE
VERY BEST OF ANNA MARIA ISLAND.

RESERVE NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
LIMITED PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!
TOLL FREE 866.778.8433

B3
B4

B4

B4

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach • Open Daily 4-9:30 • Fri & Sat 4-10:30 
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

Great Food with an Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Live Music 
Friday & Saturday 

HALF-OFF 
ENTRÉE 

with this ad and the purchase of a 
regular priced entrée and any 

two beverages. 
Excludes holidays and special events. 

Expires 02/06/08. 

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

2 FREE 
GLASSES OF WINE 

with this ad and the purchase of 2 
entrees at regular price. 

Excludes holidays and special events. 
Expires 02/06/08.Early Bird Special

Daily 4-6pm

Yolo Parasailing 
& Island Adventure Cruises

Parasailing – home of the smiley face parachute 
Dolphin & Sightseeing Cruises

$5 off any parasailing 
or adventure cruise 
with coupon 

Est. in 1987 

4334 127th ST. W. Cortez Rd. • Cortez 
PAPO Certifi ed and PAPO Certifi ed and 
InsuredInsured  
USCGUSCG Licensed Licensed 941-792-6000941-792-6000

‘I recommend The Islander’‘I recommend The Islander’

SINCE 1992
Web site: www.islander.org

Well, almost everyone … Anna Maria Island’s longest-
running, most award-winning newspaper ever is favored 

by Islanders and visitors at newsstands and by mail-order 
subscribers. And Baby Evan Talucci of Holmes Beach 
highly recommends reading The Islander every week.

Everyone loves it! Everyone reads it!
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3 LOCATIONS IN BRADENTON & ANNA MARIA

Assisted Living
Sunny Bower Bradenton

Marella House Bradenton
Our Island Home Anna Maria

(941) 219-2106• Family Owned 
& Operated

• Affordable Monthly Rental
• Full Range of Services

 Assisted Living Facility
 Nos. 5178, 9577,10140

www.anniesfamilyhomes.com

Quality Accommodations 
for Seniors

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

Acupuncture Can Help! 
• Arthritis • Weight loss

• Back, neck, knee pain
• And much more

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Free consultations, 773- 6134

Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just Just 
visitingvisiting

paradise?paradise?

Judge orders city to pay $5,755 in records case
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A Manatee County judge last week ordered the city 
of Bradenton Beach to pay The Islander newspaper 
$5,755 in legal fees in connection with a public records 
lawsuit.
 The amount is almost $70,000 less than the news-
paper sought.
 The order, said Islander attorney Kendra Press-
wood, leaves no option other than to appeal. “The judi-
cial system is supposed to be about justice and justice 
has not yet been accomplished.”
 Bradenton Beach city attorney Ricinda Perry said 
otherwise: “We are pleased that the judge agreed with 
the city’s position as evidenced in it’s award of $5,600 
in attorney’s fees to The Islander.”
 She noted that Kevin Hennessy, another attorney 
for the city, previously said, “We feel the law is clear 
that recovery is going to be signifi cantly less than the 
fi gure being sought by the paper.”
 Still pending before Manatee County Circuit Court 
Judge Edward Nicholas is the city’s request to recover 
legal fees from the newspaper.

The legal dispute dates back to March 2007, when a 
city employee, Gail Garneau, fi led a sexual harassment 
complaint against another employee, Ed McAdam. 
Both employees were put on paid leave pending an 
investigation into the complaint, but McAdam quickly 
resigned, a decision accepted by the city commission 
without discussion during an emergency meeting.
 The lack of information and discussion in regards 
to the complaint and McAdam’s resignation prompted 
a series of public information requests from the news-
paper to the city and eventually the lawsuit alleging 
the city violated the Public Records Act and the Gov-
ernment-in-the-Sunshine Law. The newspaper’s suit 
named then-Mayor John Chappie as the primary defen-
dant.
 Last fall, Judge Peter Dubensky ruled that the 
city did violate the Public Records Act, but that there 
was insuffi cient evidence in the Sunshine Law allega-
tions.
 Following Dubensky’s ruling, the legal wrangling 
turned to a dispute over paying attorney’s fees and 
costs, with both parties seeking restitution.
 In a Feb. 22 order on the newspaper’s request for 
fees, Nicholas said he “considered the testimony and 
evidence introduced at the hearing(s) in this cause, the 
argument of counsel, the memorandums and case law 
provided by each.”
 The judge said under Florida’s Public Records Act, 
if the court determines that an agency “refused to permit 
a public record to be inspected or copied, the court shall 
assess and award, against the agency responsible, the 
reasonable costs of enforcement including reasonable 
attorney’s fees.”
 Nicholas acknowledged that the court found that 
Bradenton Beach withheld public records. Three docu-
ments were held back — a “confi dential” memo dated 
Feb. 23, 2007, from Chappie to Ed McAdam advis-
ing him of the sexual harassment complaint, a March 
9, 2007, fax from attorney Gregory Hootman to Perry 
requesting Perry to provide results of her investigation 
to the Florida League of Cities, and a March 12, 2007,  
letter from Hootman to Perry requesting the same mate-
rial as sought in the fax.
 “The question, therefore, is not whether fees are 
awardable here, but what amount is ‘reasonable’ given 
the facts in this cause,” Nicholas wrote.
 The judge said the newspaper “was convinced that, 

because of the scant records here, there must have been 
private discussions held in violation of the Sunshine 
Law. Judge Dubensky, however, found that there was 
‘insuffi cient evidence in the record to support’ that 
claim… . It appears to this court that the plaintiff went 
to great lengths to attempt to establish a violation, with 
what appears to be very little evidence to support such 
a belief.”
 Nicholas said it was his task to decide “what is a 
reasonable fee for the discovery of what this court fi nds 
to be three relatively innocuous and diminimus docu-
ments” and that The Islander’s request for $75,000 “is 
clearly excessive.”
 The judge also pointed out that the withheld docu-
ments were turned over to the newspaper on June 27, 
2007, and that the city’s attorney had argued “all fees 
generated subsequent” to the release of the papers 
“were unnecessary.”
 Nicholas then ordered that the city should pay the 
newspaper $5,600 in attorneys fees, based on 28 hours 
at $200 an hour, and $255 for a fi ling fee.
 Commenting on the judge’s order, Presswood said, 
“Given that the city’s attorneys billed for twice as many 
hours as my fi rm did throughout this case, and have 
been paid in excess of $60,000, it is hard to imagine 
how an award of $5,600 could be considered fair or 
reasonable.
 “The award amount is not supported by the law 
and thus we will ask the appellate court to review the 
case,” she continued.
 Joy said the fees mounted in the case because of 
the “stubborn resistance by the Bradenton Beach city 
attorney to release records to the public.
 “Realistically, based on past experience, we 
expected the attorneys to work out the release of records 
in this mater,” the publisher continued. “But the city 
attorney and the mayor fought the newspaper and its 
request for records at every juncture, including the pay-
ment of fees.”
 Joy said The Islander successfully showed that the 
city “withheld records, that the city wrongly claimed an 
exemption to the release of records and only when faced 
with the judge’s order did the attorney release scant 
records. The city clearly violated the public records act 
… and the citizens have already paid the city’s attor-
neys to defend the city offi cials and themselves for their 
wrongdoing. It’s a travesty for the citizens.”

Master instruction
Master gardener Melissa Snyder of Holmes Beach 
addressed the Anna Maria Garden Club on Feb. 20, 
discussing “backyard habitats.” The next club event 
will be the Penny Flower Show Wednesday, March 
19, at Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. For more information, call 941-
778-2607. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 10am

Children’s Church School: 9am
Youth Church School: 9am

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays 7:30, 9 & 11am

Children’s Sunday School 9am
Rector’s Class 10:15am

Thursday 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church School

Wednesdays 6:15pm – Soup Supper
Wednesdays 7pm – Worship

Holmes BeH

778-187CELEBRATE WITH US.

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

$100 
OFF 

Subterranean 
Termite Treatment

FREE 
Power spray plants and 

bushes with 
any treatment.

$50 
OFF 

AAAny Annual Treatment

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

4301 32nd Street West  Suite A11  Bradenton

CGC 059181  941-751-1727  CCC 057330

REMODELING?

Call or visit today, even if you are only 
thinking about improving or building your 

dream home. And remember … never a 
charge for design and budget consultations.

 NEW HOMES
 ADDITIONS

 DESIGN SERVICE
 COMMERCIAL

6807 14th Street West • Bradenton • 751-4045
Tues.-Fri. 10-5 pm • Sat. 10-4 pm

Quality Furnishings
Affordable Prices

CONSIGNMENT SHOP

THE WHITFIELD EXCHANGE

“Simply the Best”

Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Just in:
Mixon Farms 
Citrus & Juice

• Full-Service Garden Center 
• Yard Maintenance • Pool Maintenance 
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Mulch, Shell, Rock Delivered and Spread

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

Granny’s Attic Sale 
   FREEDOM VILLAGE 

   (Behind Blake Medical Center) 

Saturday • March 8
9am - 12pm 

Miscellaneous household 
items, jewelry, tools, crafts.���� �� ��� 	
���

6406 21st AVE. W., BRADENTON 

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
No reports.

Bradenton Beach
No reports.

Holmes Beach
 Feb. 23, 3700 East Bay Drive, warrants. On a traf-
fi c stop, offi cers discovered during a record check that 
the driver had outstanding warrants for his arrest from 
Missouri. He was jailed. 
 Feb. 23, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Offi cers responded to a call of a man asking 
young women where “young girls hang out.” Offi cers 
located the man and issued him a trespass warning from 
the beach. 
 Feb. 22, 100 block 72nd Street, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took his Waste Management 
bin. 
 Feb. 23, 6200 block Flotilla Drive, battery. The 
complainant said that someone threw cat-food dishes at 
her and then struck her. Offi cers said the man was very 
apologetic after being confronted. The complainant said 
she did not want to prosecute. 
 Feb. 25, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Lifeguards called offi cers regarding skim-
boarding in a swimming area. The man was located 
and was issued a trespass warning. 
 Feb. 26, 4700 block Gulf Drive, driver’s license. 
After a routine traffic stop, it was determined that 
the driver had an expired driver’s license. He was 
arrested.

Streetlife

Piping hot
Pancakes and sausage sizzle on the griddle as West 
Manatee Fire Rescue fi refi ghters prepare a pancake 
breakfast Feb. 9. The event at Station 1 in Holmes 
Beach raised money for the fi refi ghters association, 
which sponsors community-based fi re education and 
prevention programs. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff Center to host fi nancial 

workshop March 7
 Financial advisor Michael Valley will conduct a 
free three-week fi nancial workshop at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria.
 The workshop will begin at 10 a.m. March 7 and 
meet weekly through March 19.
 Valley, who works for Edward Jones, said the 
classes will offer instruction on setting fi nancial and 
investment goals.
 For more information, call 941-779-2499.

Former pier 
restaurant 

operators to 
mediate lawsuit 
with Bradenton 

Beach
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter 
 If Bradenton Beach city commissioners thought it 
had seen the last of Karen and Jake Gallo when they 
gave them the boot in September 2004 as operators of 
the city pier restaurant, they were a bit mistaken.
 The Gallos, operating as Bradenton Beach Pier 
Café Inc., fi led a lawsuit in late September 2004, claim-
ing the lease they had with the city was wrongfully 
terminated by the commission.
 After more than three years of court motions and 
hearings, Circuit Court Judge Peter Dubensky on Dec. 
3, 2007, set a trial date for May 19. That order, how-
ever, has since been superseded by one from Judge 
Ed Nicholas who ordered both sides to mediation. The 
mediation is scheduled for March 7, said attorney Don 
Scarlett who represents the Gallos.
 In the original lawsuit, the Gallos claim they had 
paid $200,000 for furnishings, equipment, supplies 
and inventory when they started the restaurant in 2003. 
Because of the termination before the end of their two-
year lease, they lost all their equipment, they claim.
 The lease was terminated at the commission’s Sept. 
16, 2004, meeting, just 12 days after storms from a 
passing hurricane tore off the roof of the restaurant, 
court documents claim.
 The lawsuit alleges that this decision was a breach 
of contract. Scarlett also alleged in an amended com-
plaint that there was a Sunshine Law violation because 
some commissioners and the mayor discussed the ter-
mination while the meeting was recessed.
 The amended motion alleges that during a 12-min-
ute recess at the Sept. 16 meeting, commissioners and 
then-Mayor John Chappie discussed the Gallos and the 

motion to terminate their lease.
 According to Scarlett, a court reporter at the meet-
ing left the recorder on during the recess. Scarlett has 
submitted the tape of the meeting, including the discus-
sion during the recess, as evidence in the case.
 Efforts to reach Bradenton Beach Mayor Mike 
Pierce for comment were unsuccessful. Pierce did not 
hold any offi ce with the city at the time of the termina-
tion.
 Attorney Greg Hootman of Sarasota is representing 
the city through its membership in the Florida League 
of Cities.
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Uncommonly welcome
The new national president of Common Cause, Bob Edgar, left, was honored Feb. 27 with a reception at the 
Beach Bistro in Holmes Beach. About 50 people attended the event, hosted by Florida Common Cause and 
Beach Bistro owner Sean Murphy. Pictured with Edgar are, from left, Holmes Beach resident Molly McCa-
rtney, vice president of Florida Common Cause; Ben Wilcox, executive director of Florida offi ce of Common 
Cause, Tallahassee; and Walter Dartland, president of Florida Common Cause, also from Tallahassee. Edgar 
was here as part of a statewide tour to help energize Common Cause, a nonpartisan, non-profi t citizens lobby 
established in 1970 to promote government accountability. Edgar is a former six-term congressman and 
former general secretary of the National Council for the Churches of Christ USA. Other stops on his week-long 
Florida tour included a presentation to Gov. Charlie Crist and the Florida Cabinet in Tallahassee. Islander 
Photo: Bonner Joy

Cell tower 
application 

not so in Anna 
Maria, Holmes 

Beach
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 While NextG Networks of Virginia might believe 
that it has applied for a wireless communications facil-
ity — commonly called a cell tower — in both Anna 
Maria and Holmes Beach, that’s not quite the case, 
according to building offi cials in both cities.
 NextG director Chris Sinclair sent Anna Maria 
Mayor Fran Barford a letter Feb. 25 stating that 
Barford should “consider this the formal applica-
tion” of the company to “access the public right 
of way” for “provision of telecommunications ser-
vices.”
 NextG utilizes a distributive antenna system (DAS) 
that, according to wireless industry expert Ted Kreines 
of California, utilizes circular antenna similar to a small 
satellite dish that is attached to a utility pole and sends 
out a signal for about a half-mile. A number of antennas 
are needed to cover a community.
 Sinclair said NextG offers wireless operators “solu-
tions to enhance their wireless performance” and DAS 
are generally used in areas where larger towers “cannot 
adequately serve” or when a large tower is considered 
“impractical.”
 But the letter is not the formal application, said 
Anna Maria building offi cial Steve Gilbert. Holmes 
Beach building offi cial Bill Saunders agreed, but noted 
his city has not yet received any letter from NextG 
indicating an application.
 In 2002, with Kreines as consultant, Anna Maria 
established an entire set of procedures and forms for a 
cell tower application. NextG would have to go through 
that process for a formal application. However, if the 
company just wants to “make a presentation,” that 
could be arranged through the mayor.
 Gilbert indicated that he, Barford and city attorney 
Jim Dye would review the NextG letter and respond 
accordingly.

 But Florida Power and Light owns the utility poles 
and NextG might have to contact that company fi rst to 
organize an application.
 But Kreines threw a wrench into the “proposal,” 
noting that wireless carriers such as Verizon and Nextel 
have a “love-hate” relationship with DAS, which is 
popular in airports and enclosed buildings.
 The carriers can’t increase subscription rates to pay 
for the DAS, but someone has to pay for DAS instal-
lation, he said. DAS vendors need the “blessing” of 
the carriers before they come to a community, Kreines 
said.
 In his letter, Sinclair said DAS would be “provided 

without public investment or environmental impact,” 
but he did not elaborate on how the installation would 
be fi nanced.
 Efforts to reach Sinclair for further comment were 
unsuccessful.
 At any rate, it now appears that at least one com-
pany would like to enter the Anna Maria cell tower 
market, six years after the city established its wireless 
services ordinance.
 Verizon Wireless in the past has indicated a desire 
to build a facility in Anna Maria, but each effort has 
been thwarted, either through public opposition or lack 
of a suitable location.

City holds 
on Tidemark 
plans review

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach building offi cial Bill Saunders has 
held off on reviewing the latest set of plans submitted 
for the Tidemark hotel/marina/condominium complex 
because city regulations require that a deposit accom-
pany the plans before any review begins.
 Saunders said the city needs a check from the 
developer or contractor for 1 percent of the total value 
of the building permit before he can review the plans 
for conformity with city building and land-use regu-
lations. He said he has no idea how much the check 
should be, but total build-out of the 40-unit complex 
and accompanying restaurant would be at least several 
million dollars.
 “So far, no one has given us a check, so nothing 
has really changed,” he said.
 Saunders also noted that the city has received a 
number of plans for the Tidemark development since 
the city commission gave site-plan approval to then-
developer/owner Nick Easterling in August 2001. The 
city has not acted on any of the plans, he added.
 Easterling eventually encountered fi nancial diffi -
culties and fi led for bankruptcy in January 2004. The 
Tidemark project was sold to Reliance Property Group, 
headed by Ken Dardis and Lance McNeil, as part of the 

bankruptcy settlement. 
 Reliance has marketed the Tidemark project in 
conjunction with a renovation of the Beach Inn in 
Holmes Beach for fractional sales beginning around 
$150,000.
 Efforts to reach McNeil for comment on the plans 

were unsuccessful prior to press deadline for The 
Islander.
 The Tidemark will be located adjacent to the 
Wachovia Bank in Holmes Beach at the Marina Drive-
Gulf Drive intersection and is the site of the former Pete 
Reynard’s restaurant and marina.

Anna Maria condo conversion
Daniel Divine and Bruce Matlack, the owners of this duplex at 795 Jacaranda St. in Anna Maria, have submitted a 
notice to the city that they intend to convert the property to condominium ownership. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
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RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Salad, entrée, dessert 
and a select bottle of 

red or white wine.
Mon-Thurs., excludes holidays.

Expires 3-13-08E

r Tw

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

and sun. 4:30-8pm

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

WWWWWWinner 2007 Taste of Manatee - 5 awards!

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
MON MON ~ 8 piece Dixieland Jazz Band 7pm

TUE TUE ~ The Wheedles Band 8pm
WEDWED ~ Smooth Jazz - Project SRQ 8pm

THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, Bangers 
and Mash,  Live Irish music - 

The Celtic Misfi ts 7pm
FRI FRI ~ Gulf Drive 6-8pm

     FRI      FRI ~ Tsunami Karaoke 8:30pm
SAT SAT ~ Tim Chandler 7pm

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 3-12-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

Ruth M. Hamilton
 Ruth M. Hamilton, 91, of Bradenton, died Feb. 
24.
 Born in Saginaw, Mich., Mrs. Hamilton moved to 
Manatee County in 1976. Locally, she was a member 
of the Key Royale Club, as well as Midland Coun-
try Club, Germania Club, Saginaw Culture Club and 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, all of Michigan. She 
was a member of the Palma Sola Presbyterian Church, 
Bradenton.
 Visitation was Feb. 27. Griffith-Cline Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrangements. 
 She is survived by sons William Klumpp and wife 
Sharon, and Wayne Hamilton and wife Lynn; daughter 
Wendy Randnovich and husband Tom; sister Lucile 
Merritt; three nieces; two grand-daughters; and caregiv-
ers Lisa Beach and Chris Spence. 

Thomas R. Hannan Jr.
 Thomas R. Hannan Jr., 91, of Bradenton, died Feb. 
20.
 Mr. Hannan moved to Manatee County from Lima, 
Ohio, in 1977. He was owner of Hannan’s Seafood 
Restaurant. He was a basketball coach for Lima St. 
Rose High School, Lima St. Gerard High School, Lima 
Central Catholic School, and Lima Bath High School. 
He was a lifetime member of the Elks Lodge. 
 A memorial mass was March 1 at Our Lady Queen 
of Martyrs Catholic Church, Sarasota. Brown and Sons 
Funeral Home, 26th Street Chapel, was in charge of 
arrangements. 
 He is survived by sons Thomas R. III of Sarasota 
and James and Steven, both of Bradenton; daughters 
Sandra Johnson and Carol Kitkowski, both of Braden-
ton, Patricia Podany of Holmes Beach, and Kathleen 
Steveick of Cumming, Ga.; 18 grandchildren; and 25 
great-grandchildren. 

Helen Mary Klocek 
 Helen Mary Klocek, 88, of Bradenton, died Feb. 
19.
 Born in Connellsville, Pa., Mrs. Klocek moved to 
Manatee County 24 years ago. She was a member of 
St. Bernard Catholic Church, Holmes Beach. 
 Visitation was Feb. 29 at Covell Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Bradenton. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to St. Meinrad Archabbey, Attention 
Brother Angelo Vitale, 100 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad IN 
47577.
 She is survived by daughters Nicola Greenberg 
and husband Lewis, and Michele Garnes and husband 
Larry. 

Pierre ‘Pete’ Tessier 
 Pierre ‘Pete’ Tessier, 60, died Feb. 22. 
 Mr. Tessier was born in Montreal, Canada, Dec. 
31, 1947, to Fred and Margot Tessier and lived since 
1962 in Bradenton and on Anna Maria Island. He was 
a longtime employee of Shells Restaurant and owner/
operator of Pete’s Marine Construction.
 A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
March 9, at Brown & Sons Funeral Homes & Crematory 
26th Street Chapel, 5624 26th St. W., Bradenton. Brown 
& Sons Funeral Homes is in charge of arrangements.

Obituaries

Dressing for success
The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce’s annual Leap into Fashion Show features Suzie Burrell from 
Dillards and models Peggy Horlander (Michael Saunders), Joe Landolfi  (Manson Roofi ng), Mona Hageman 
(chamber), Kim Mills (ReMax), Kathleen Goerg (Island Chiropractic), Kathryn Vejins (Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital) and hair and makeup artist Andrea Zahn, Vicorian Bride Hair and Makeup. In the back row are Ron 
Wells of Dillards and models Mark Davis (Harrington House), Wayne Gunter (Bank of America Mortgage), 
Michael Vejins (Raymond James), John Fara (Fara Construction), Beau Aquilina (SunTrust Bank), Pam Gil-
lette (Boyd Insurance) and Victorian Bride owner Linda Shepard. The event took place at the Bradenton Coun-
try Club in Bradenton on Feb. 29. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Safe signal
Personnel at Mike Norman Realty watched as workers tightened fasteners on the message board installed on 
Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach Feb. 29. Mike Norman had reported to the Holmes Beach Police Department that 
the sign seemed to have too much “bounce” on Feb. 28. The next day, a work crew re-examined the sign, one 
of six installed to provide traffi c information to motorists on and off Anna Maria Island. Manatee County proj-
ect manager Vincent Canna said the signs, which currently display the time, were designed to withstand winds 
up to 110 mph. Islander Photo: Courtesy Rolando Rubi
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WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR 
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD 

AND THE BEST VIEW 
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Cancun 
Mexican-Cuban 

Grill
Specializing in Masas de Puerco
Palomilla Steak • Lechon Asado

Sizzling Fajitas

Special

20% off 
total check

with this coupon. One coupon per check.
Order from regular menu. Not valid with any 

other offer. Coupon good thru 3/11/08.

99¢ Margaritas 
with any food purchase 

all day Tuesdays and Thursdays

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm
2-for-1 Draft Beer

Open 11 - 10 Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 
11 - 11 Fridays and Saturdays

5120 Manatee Ave. W
Bradenton • 747-2552

Wednesday, March 5
 11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts 
a luncheon at the Stonewood Grille, 7110 Cortez Road, Bradenton. Fee. 
Information: 941-778-1541.

Thursday, March 6
8:30 a.m. — An Internet class for beginners takes place at the Island 

Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 1 p.m. — The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island hosts a free demon-
stration in the use of “Sculpy” with artist Karen Cunningham at the gallery, 
5413 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6694.

Friday, March 7
 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce presents 
the Island Music Festival at the corner of Pine Avenue and Bay Boulevard. 
Information: 941-761-4766.

Saturday, March 8
 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Privateers hosts a Thieves 
Market at Coquina Beach. Information: 727-214-8903.
 8 a.m. — The Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd, Bradenton 
Beach, hosts a garage sale, as well as offers breakfast and lunch items. 
Information: 941-778-1915.
 8:30 a.m. to noon — The annual Spring Hobby and Craft Fair at Gulf-
shore of Longboat Key, 3710 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, features a 
variety of crafts, pancake breakfast and bake sale. A percentage of proceeds 
support different charities. Information: 941-383-2763.
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 
meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-795-8697.
 9 a.m. — A garage sale to raise money for shooting victim and Island 
businessperson Sue Normand takes place at Crosspointe Fellowship, 8605 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-779-1934.
 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. — The Artists Guild of Anna Maria hosts an “Artra-
geous” sidewalk sale at the Island Shopping Center, 5414 Marina Drive. 
Information: 941-778-6694.
 10 a.m. — The Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, 
hosts John Bonser discussing “Digital Photography” in a workshop. Informa-
tion: 941-792-1039.
 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League presents Spring-
fest in the Holmes Beach City Hall Field. Information: 941-778-2099.
 10:30 a.m. — Family origami with Judy Pruitt takes place at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 2 p.m. — Paul Stonebridge discusses travels in Japan at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.

Sunday, March 9
 2 a.m. — Set the clock ahead one hour. Daylight saving time begins 
today in most of the United States.
 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast. Information: 941-778-4769.
 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League presents Spring-
fest in the Holmes Beach City Hall Field. Information: 941-778-2099.

Monday, March 10
 7 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sara-
sota, hosts a lecture, “Back to the Water: The Origin of Whales,” with Carl 
Zimmer of The New York Times. Information: 941-388-4441.

Bonser is artist of the month
The Island Gallery West in Holmes Beach has named 
photographer John C. Bonser its “Artist of the 
Month” this month. Most of Bonser’s photographs 
are from nearby scenes, birds, and fl owers though at 
times he will toss in a Key West sunset or a fi eld of 
fl owers from another state. His work can be viewed at 
the gallery, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, through 
March 31. For more information, call 941-778-6648. 
Islander Photo: Courtesy Island Gallery West

Tuesday, March 11
10:30 a.m. — T.J. Waters discusses his book, “Class 11: Inside the 

CIA’s First Post 9/11 Spy Class,” at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and 
a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 
Beach. Information: 941-778-1880.

8 p.m. — Island Players and The Islander present a benefi t perfor-
mance of “Born Yesterday” at the theater to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society Anna Maria Island Relay For Life. Information and tickets: 
941-518-4431.

Wednesday, March 12
10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Florida Sarasota-Mana-

tee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning speaker series features Goody Hirshfeld 
talking about “The Art of the Caves” at the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-359-4296.

1 p.m. — The Island Library Book Club meets at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

7 p.m. — The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Committee 
presents its annual seminar at Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive. 

This year’s program covers Florida-friendly yards and irrigation. Information: 
941-778-8487.

Ongoing: 
 • The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria continues Jean Black-
burn’s “Myakka Series: New Work,” an exploration of the Myakka River in 
photographs and oil paintings.
 • The Island Gallery West in Holmes Beach has named photographer 
John C. Bonser its “Artist of the Month” this month. His work can be viewed 
at the gallery, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, through March 31. For more 
information, call 941-778-6648.
 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St. 
N., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. on Thursdays through March. Information: 
941-778-1915.
  • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society showcases Florida 
Indian artifacts, including Seminole pieces, at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, through March 31. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Fee. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center also 
hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group 
plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Information: 
941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts meetings of the Inquiring Minds group. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth and 14th streets west 
and Ninth and 17th avenues west in Bradenton — holds art walks on the fi rst 
Fridays and fi rst Saturdays of the month. Information: 941-747-8056.

Coming up:
 • On March 13, “Born Yesterday” opens at the Island Players playhouse 
at Gulf Drive and Pine Avenue in Anna Maria. Fee. Information: 941-778-
6878.
 • On March 13, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society and the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center host a jazz concert at the Center, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908 or 941-778-0492.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center presents its annual Tour of Homes benefi t. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1908.
 • On March 16, the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade takes place at 4 
p.m. More details to follow.
 • On March 17, the Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach, 
The Islander hosts the annual St. Patrick’s Day breakfast. Tickets at $7.50 
must be purchased in advance. Information: 941-941-778-4865.
 • On March 17, the Anna Maria Island Democratic Club celebrates its 
15th anniversary with a party at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive 

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet includes 

dessert  $9.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mike Sales
Wed. - Larry Rich

Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet

Every Monday 
4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Dinner $9.95

Corned Beef Sandwich $6.95
and Green Beer!

St. Patrick’s Day
Monday March 17

ooh la 
la

JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH FRI. SAT. & SUN. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

House of Pizza
Buffet Special
Buy regular price buffet 

and get second for 

$299
each with the purchase 

of a soft drink

                 941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W.
            Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm

PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES DEC. 30, 2007

N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-778-9287.
 • On March 19, the Anna Maria Garden Club hosts its Penny Flower 
Show at Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-779-0329.

Save the date:
 • On March 22, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts a dance 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • On March 23, the Anna Maria Island Kiwanis host the Easter sunrise 
service at Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach. Information: 941-761-
8834.
 • March 24 through March 29, the Annie Silver Community Center, 
105 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach, hosts Eco Week. Information: 941-778-
4619.
 • On March 29, the city of Bradenton Beach hosts its fourth annual 
Eco Expo and Native Plant Sale at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive. N., Bradenton 
Beach. Information: 941-778-4619.
 • On April 4, the Anna Maria Island Privateers head for downtown 
Bradenton and the annual DeSoto Seafood Festival. Information: 727-214-
8903.
 • On April 5, the “Taste of Music Champagne Gala” takes place at the 
northwest Bradenton bayfront estate to raise money for the Anna Maria Island 
Community Chorus. Fee. Information: 941-778-1880.
 • On April 11, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents “Landscapes 
of the Island,” beginning with a reception for the exhibit at the AMIAL gallery, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents the 14th annual 
Manatee High Exhibit, beginning with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit continues through May 28. Infor-
mation: 941-778-2099.

Calendar
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Privateers plan Thieves Markets
 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will hold a 
Thieves Market at Coquina Beach 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, March 8.
 Another market will take place Saturday, April 12, 
also opening at 8 a.m.
 The organization, which holds the markets to raise 
money for its community programs and youth scholar-
ships, is seeking vendors to sell collectibles, antiques, 
crafts and concessions.
 For more information about shopping and selling 
at the market, call Michelle Delibert at 727-214-8903, 
or e-mail michelle.delibert@verizon.net.
 For more information about the Privateers, go to 
www.amiprivateers.org.

Aquarian Quest comes to Cortez
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 One of the most ambitious and successful envi-
ronmental educational programs in Florida is making 
a temporary home in Cortez. 
 Aquarian Quest’s hallmark boat Galatea is undergo-
ing extensive overhaul in John Banyas’ boatworks, and 
offi cials have scheduled the organization’s major fund-
raising affair for the historic fi shing village in April. 
 Jan Kirchner, executive director of the program, said 
Aquarian Quest plans to bring its newest acquisition, 
the 36-foot catamaran Sea Dragon, to Cortez for the big 
party. It will be from 
1 to 10 p.m. April 6 at 
Banyas’ Bayside Ban-
quet Hall at the bay-
front of 119th Street 
at his NE Taylor Boat 
Works. Both are on 
the waterfront at the 
end of 119th Street, 
along with his Cortez 
Bait and Seafood.  
 The centerpiece 
of the party and of 
Aquarian Quest is 
up on ways at the 
boatyard undergoing 
extensive rebuild-
ing. It is the Galatea, 
57-foot gaff-rigged 
ketch aboard which 
Aquarian students and 
teachers will set off on 
“schoolship sailing adventures … learning teamwork, 
ecology, marine safety, maritime history and other 
nautical matters.” So far, 10,000 youngsters and 3,500 
adults have participated aboard other vessels at about 
$20 each. 
 The organization was founded eight years ago and 
until now has done its sailing aboard leased vessels, the 
best known a 73-foot schooner no longer available. In 
2005, Aquarian Quest bought the Galatea, a wood-hulled 

The Galatea is being renovated to its former grandeur in 
Cortez.

boat whose keel was laid in 1958 in Maine. She was a 
charter boat out of Boston, then the Pacifi c Northwest, 
then Wisconsin before Aquarian Quest took over. The 
organization paid $55,000, loaned by a board member. 
 Once they got into their vessel, members found 
all sorts of things needing repair, mainly fl aws fi xed 
over the year by unskilled hands, said Kirchner. Those 
are what brought the vessel to the Cortez boatyard and 
highly skilled workers. 
 The project manager, Rick Viera, has decades of expe-
rience sailing the oceans and has even rigged windjammers, 
Kirchner said. He fi ts in well at this boatworks, operated 

for many years by Alcee 
Taylor — on acquiring the 
yard, Banyas kept the Taylor 
name and traditions. 
 The U.S. Coast Guard 
is keeping a sharp eye on 
the restoration, and the job 
is a huge one for a wood 
ship in this metal and elec-
tronic time. It may take 
another year to get it all 
done. Also lending a hand 
are the experts volunteer-
ing in the Florida Maritime 
Museum’s program to 
build or restore traditional 
wooden craft, just up the 
street from the boatyard. 
 When Galatea is fully 
restored, Kirchner hopes 
to make Cortez a regular 
port of call in her educa-

tional voyages. Meanwhile, Aquarian Quest has been 
making do with the Smiley, 28-foot restored fi sherman 
in Cortez Cove Marine. And now the Sea Dragon will 
handle much larger numbers of budding marine scien-
tists on trips originating in Nokomis. 
 The “Float the Boat” festival next month will help 
fi nance the Galatea and the many programs Aquarian 
Quest, all devoted to education about “the importance 
of protecting Florida’s amazing environment.”
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7am-7:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • dinner
12507 Cortez Road

 at the Cortez Fishing Center
(941)  795-4847

Prime Rib
Thursdays! 

2-7:30pm
$7.99

Sauteed Dishes $7.99
daily 2-7:30pm

All with soup or salad,
potato and vegetable

• Grouper, Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

with soup or salad, 
potato and vegetable

Fish & Chips
all-you-can-eat

Fridays 2-7:30pm
$7.99

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
994999 1-7

TTTTTTTuuess -SSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Discover our new dinner menu!Discover our new dinner menu!
Iron Skillet Café 

Seafood Paella 
Tea-Poached Salmon 

Black-and-Blue Sirloin 
Chicken Portobello

Sunday Brunch: Crab Benedict, 
Seafood Omelette, Mimosas

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD MAR 5 - 11

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$19791.75 
LTR

1.75 
LTR

$1899 
Canadian Club Smirnoff Vodka

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Inexperience shows early for Islander baseball team
Islander 
pitcher 
Max 
Moneuse 
waits on 
the throw 
as Rod-
denbury 
slides in 
for a run 
for the 
Horizon 
Bank 
team. 
Islander 
Photos: 
Kevin 
Cassidy

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Most everyone who follows Little League base-
ball knows that when the Island baseball program is 
compared to its Manatee West counterparts, Island-
ers fall behind. The Islanders have less kids playing 
sports, much less playing baseball, less experience and, 
frankly, when you talk about the Island leagues over 
the past few seasons, there is less overall talent.
 Now before you fi re up a letter to the editor com-
plaining about a certain sports writer, let’s take a look 
at numbers. Manatee West Little League has approxi-
mately 40 baseball teams competing in leagues from 
T-ball up to majors. Added to that vast disparity is the 
fact that there are four or fi ve AAU teams in this area 
for the really serious players. These kids play a very 
demanding and competitive AAU baseball schedule 
that runs throughout the year as well as their regular 
team Little League schedule. In short, the kids in town 
play a lot of baseball, so how can they not be stron-
ger?
 Meanwhile, some of our kids play the game only 
when it’s in season, and only while fi shing, skimboard-
ing, surfi ng and other activities — and homework — 
don’t interfere.
 With that being said, there is still hope for the 
Island baseball program. Joining forces this year with 
MWLL will undoubtedly improve the quality of play of 
our Island teams — nobody likes getting waxed every 
game. The more games they play against stronger oppo-
sition, the better our Island players will be.
 On Friday, March 1, the Islander major league team 
played Horizon Bank and dropped a 10-0 decision in 
four innings. Horizon Bank, which had six hits on the 
evening, took advantage of numerous errors, both of 
commission and omission, to score four runs in the 
fi rst inning. Conoley (Horizon roster did not include 
fi rst names) reached on an error to lead off the game 
and scored on Roddenbury’s single to center with the 
help of an error. Lakin and Dommick reached on walks 
in front of Peters and Hooker, who both singled. Four 
passed balls and two throwing errors brought Peters 
and Hooker across the plate. The remainder of the game 
brought more of the same.
 That doesn’t sound so good, but there were some 
highlights for the Islanders, which were without three 
of their most experienced players due to sickness. 
 Centerfi elder Hunter Parrish almost made a circus 
catch of Hooker’s single, while catcher Garrison Clark 

threw out Dommick at third on an attempted steal. Other 
highlights included Henrick Brusso lacing a single to 
right fi eld in his fi rst major league at bat. Brusso was 
called up to play from the minors because of the absent 
players.
 Other highlights included a couple of nice defen-
sive plays from Max Moneuse and some good swings 
by a couple of players. Lee Bergeron hit the ball hard 
both times at bat and Max Miller singled and hit a foul 
ball to the fence in left fi eld in his second at bat. Look 
for big contributions from both of these players as they 
gain more experience.
 The whole team will be much stronger by season’s 
end, thanks to playing games night in and night out 
against the players from “inland.” Once they get over 
the “intimidation factor,” the Islanders will start playing 
the game the way they practice, which will eliminate a 
lot of the errors. 

Horseshoe news
 Horseshoe action on Feb. 27 saw 13 teams whittled 
down to one after pool play with the team of Debbie 
Rhodes and Dean Rowe winning all three games to 
earn the title. The remaining seven teams battled it out 
for second place and the team of Jay Disbrow and Bob 
Lee came out on top.
 The Feb. 23 games saw four of 16 teams emerging 
from pool play with unscathed records to battle it out 
for the day’s bragging rights. The fi rst semifi nal saw 
Ron Slagh and John Johnson post a 21-12 win over Bob 
Lee and Gary Pearson. The other semifi nal match saw 
Rod Bussey and Dean Rowe earn a 21-19 come-from-
behind victory over Bob Mason and John Crawford. 
The fi nal match had Rowe and Bussey edging Slagh 

and Johnson by a 23-15 score.
Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men teed it up for an 18-hole, 
low-net-of-partners game on Feb. 27. Hal Sears and 
Peter Proxy teamed up to fire a 137 to finish three 

Anna Maria Island Little 
League baseball schedule

   Majors
   7 p.m. March 7 Islanders vs. MJ 6 GTB Field 1
   7 p.m. March 10 MJ10 vs. Islanders AMICC

   Minors
   6:30 p.m. March 6 MN1 vs. Surf Shop
   5 p.m. March 8 Surf Shop vs. Sun  AMICC
   6:30 p.m. March 11 MN5 vs. Surf Shop AMICC

AMICC basketball standings
   Won Lost
Premier Division
WCAC  8  2
IRE   6  4
Cycles  5  5
Ralphs  1  9

Division I
Sun   8  2
Lumber  7  3
Paradise  4  6
A&E  1  9

Division II
Dips  9  2
Kumon  8  4
Jessie’s  0  11

Division III
Duncan  10  1
Ross  8  4
Orthopedics 5  6
LPAC  3  9
Bistro  3  9

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, NEXT PAGE
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5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  Bistro

O O H !
L U N C H
B R U N C H
FRI/SAT/SUN

Now you can enjoy the same great breakfast, 
brunch menu on Fridays (for important lunches) 
and on Saturdays (avoid the Sunday rush) in the 

quiet, elegant ambiance of Ooh La La!

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

Come by boat - Marker #49 • 4628 119th St. W.
(Cortez Rd. W, turn S at traffi c light)

941-798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com

Bayside BanQuet Hall
WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • EVENTS

TIKI BAR
Opens at 2pm!

Full Bar

Live Music at 5:30pm
Dance by the Fireside
Enjoy Beautiful Sunsets 

Parties Welcome!

Join us for a Food Experience

“Old Florida” style
with Pete Barreda & Marisela

Monday March 10 • 5pm
Chicken Quesadilla • Paella

Peel-n-eat Shrimp and much more!

Open Every Monday!

Sorry, no credit/debit cards

Come discover us!

Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 3/11/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Islander pitcher Max Moneuse delivers a pitch 
during Little League action at G.T. Bray Park in 
Bradenton.

AMICC basketball schedule
Premier (ages 14-17)
6 p.m. March 13 Ralph’s vs. WCAC
7 p.m. March 13 Cycles vs. IRE
10 a.m.  March 15 Championship game
Noon  March 15 All-stars game
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game 

Division I (ages 12-13)
6 p.m. March 14 Lumber vs. Paradise 
7 p.m. March 14 A&E vs. Sun
11 a.m.  March 15 Championship game
2 p.m.  March 15 All-stars game
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game

Division II (ages 10-11)
6 p.m. March 12 Kumon vs. Jessie’s
1 p.m. March 15 TBA vs. Dips
3 p.m.  March 15 All-stars game
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game

Division III (ages 8-9)
10 a.m.  March 8 Ross vs. Orthopedic
11 a.m.  March 8 LPAC vs. Duncan 
6 p.m.  March 11 Championship game
7 p.m.  March 11 All-stars game
4 p.m. March 15 Coaches game

strokes ahead of second-place fi nishers Bob Kral and 
Vince Mercadante. Third place went to Bob Lamp and 
Paul Proxy with a 141, while Lew Winegarden and Bob 
Elliott fi red a 143.
 The men’s nine-hole game was played in the same 
format and produced a tie for fi rst place. Don Led-
ford and Bob Jorgensen matched the 3-under-par 61 
carded by Bob Sayles and Bob Lamp. One shot back 
in second place was the team of Don Ruggles and Jim 
Auch, while third place went to the team of Dick Eich-
hor and Dick Rowe with a 63.
 The coed tourney on Feb. 20 saw the team of 
Mariam Mulroy, Hal Sears, Earl Huntzinger and Jim 
Finn fi re a 108 to claim clubhouse bragging rights by 
eight strokes. Second place went to the team of Nell 
Bergstrom, Larry Fowler, Eunice Warda and Joyce 

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20-A

AME MeNU
Monday, March 10

Breakfast: Cheese Omelet with Hashbrowns, Cereal, 
Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Turkey Gravy or Breaded Beef Patty, 

Mashed Potatoes, Breadstick, Strawberry Cup
Tuesday, March 11

Breakfast: Egg and Cheese Biscuit, Toast, Peanut 
Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Rotini with Meat Sauce or Corn Dog, Roll, 
Cucumber with Dip, Pineapple Tidbits

Wednesday, March 12
Breakfast:  “Jump Start” selection, 

Super Donut, Toast, Cereal
Lunch: “Bosco” Cheese Sticks with Marinara, 

Assorted Salads and Sandwiches, 
Applesauce, Zoo Crackers

Thursday, March 13
Breakfast: Breakfast Hot Pocket, Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Chicken Tenders or Chili, Veggie Cup with 

Dip, Strawberries and Bananas 
Friday, March 14

Breakfast: Waffl e Sticks with Syrup, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Pizza or Chicken Quesadilla, Corn, 
Salad, Oranges and Pineapple��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

Saturday school
Cindi Harrison of Anna Maria Elementary School 
talks with members of the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island during the group’s breakfast meeting Feb. 23 at 
Cafe on the Beach in Holmes Beach. Harrison dis-
cussed the four AME projects involving Kiwanis — a 
Veterans Day program, the Bring Up Grades incentive 
program, the adopt-a-grandparent program and the 
pre-kindergarten reading program. The Kiwanis group 
meets each Saturday at 8:30 a.m. at Cafe on the Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Spring Fling to celebrate ’70s
 Organizers of the annual Spring Fling benefi ting 
Anna Maria Elementary School gathered recently at 
the school for a kickoff meeting.
 The fling, presented by AME’s Parent-Teacher 
Organization, will take place Saturday, May 3, at St. 
Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 The event’s theme will be “That ’70s Party,” said 
organizer Laurie Higgins, adding that the $40 ticket 
includes food and non-alcoholic beverages.
 The event’s chairs are Holly Connely, Linda Berger 
and Kyra Valadie.
 Organizers planned to begin their task of lining up 
sponsors and recruiting additional volunteers.
 “You need not be a member of the PTO to volun-
teer,” Higgins stressed, adding, “the event is open to 
all public.”

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 
of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.
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5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Boat & Motor Repair
Inboard • Outboard • Diesel • Fiberglass

Mobile Service available

(941) 538-3671  •   704-2427

Marine Repair Services
BIG AL’S

The Islander
Ooh La La!

Fishing license, ice, bait and tackle furnished 

Call 941-792-2702 • 941-920-7399

Bay and Nearshore Fishing 
aboard the charter boat Skinny M
with Native Captain Jack Parker

Catching snook, 
trout, redfi sh, 
fl ounder and more!

4, 6, and 8 hour 
trips available

USGG Licensed 

GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Shark attack in Bahamas spurs national debate
 Shark!
 An Austrian tourist was the recipient of a shark bite 
last week and died in the Bahamas. The “attack” came 
as a result of chumming of the critters, which has been 
an issue in Florida for many years.
 According to wire service reports, Markus Groh, 
49, an attorney from Austria, was swimming with the 
fi shes when he got a little too much up-close-and-per-
sonal. A shark hit him in the calf and, before he could 
get to any sort of aid, he died.
 Chumming sharks is a regular practice in the waters 
off Florida and the Bahamas. It’s popular. It’s danger-
ous. Danger-seeker divers love it.
 The deal is that dive crews drop a big hunk of bait-
like stuff in the water. The shark bait looks like a bale 
of hay, and is about that size. 
 Sharks come to the food and start to eat in a frenzy. 
The divers get a glimpse, or more, of the sharks feed-

ing. The divemasters get a bunch of money from each 
of the divers. Everybody leaves happy.
 The practice was challenged for years and, in 2001, 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion developed regulations to halt the practice in state 
waters. It’s still good to go in the Bahamas, though, and 
so it goes.
 Bahamian offi cials have said that the dive trips 

are dangerous, but have not stopped such trips in their 
waters. 
 Groh’s death is the fi rst involved in the chumming-
shark deal ever.

Go back a bit
 Capt. Jimmy Abernethy was the owner of the dive 
ship “Shear Water” from which Groh dove. It’s not 
clear from reports if Abernethy was on board. 
 Jimmy lived in a dorm at the University of South 
Florida in Tampa with me many years ago. I knew him. 
He was fun, loved to dive and loved the water.
 According to reports, he was devastated by the 
death of a fellow diver.
 “At this time,” he told wire service reports, “my heart 
and soul goes out to the loved ones and family members 
who are affected by this unfortunate accident.”

Guidelines?
 There is a bit of hoo-ha regarding the need of cages 
for such shark-chumming. 
 Does it make sense?
 Well, for folks like me, of course.
 For those adventure-seeker whackos, who 
knows?
 Sharks are not the most dangerous critters in the 
sea. They don’t try to eat us … heck, we’re not natural 
food for a shark as is a big fi sh or a seal.
 But sometimes a shark will bump against a swim-
mer or surfer and cause some problems.
 The solution?
 Be careful out there.

Other shark news
 Have you seen the photos of the sharks school-
ing off Southeast Florida in the past few days? It’s an 
astonishing sight.
 It would seem that thousands of sharks are hang-
ing out off the Miami-Fort Lauderdale coastline, just 
hanging out and having a good time.
 Yikes!
 And please remember that we’ve got a hammer-
head season coming up pretty soon of our own.
 It seems that those big funny-looking sharks like 
to eat tarpon. Tarpon come close to the beach. People 
are close to the beach. Oh, my!
 As said before, be careful out there.

Sandscript factoid
 Perhaps partly in the wake of the film “Jaws,” 
shark populations throughout the world have drastically 
declined. There has also been an incredible increase 
of shark fi ns in the Asia, where shark is considered a 
delicacy and highly priced.
 Some species of shark have had a 98 percent decline 
in the past few years.
 Why don’t we let our toothy friends go free?

Boat ramp, mural approved 
for Palma Sola Causeway

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Bradenton City Council cleared the way last 
week for the construction of a new boat ramp along the 
Palma Sola Causeway.
 The day before the city vote, the Manatee County 
Board of Commissioners authorized the installation of 
two painted murals along the causeway.
 The causeway, part of the scenic stretch of State 
Road 64/Manatee Avenue that links Anna Maria Island 
to the mainland, has long been a recreational destina-
tion for boaters, fi shers, swimmers, sunbathers and dog 
walkers.
 An effort to improve the causeway has been ongo-
ing for years. Visible results have appeared in the last 
year with the removal of non-native Brazilian pepper 
and Australian pine trees and, presently, the planting of 
native species.
 While the landscaping will continue, other improve-
ments will also begin, including the new boat ramp.
 The ramp, as authorized by the city council Feb. 
27 and previously endorsed by the county commis-
sion, will be built of concrete and measure about 
15 feet by 60 feet in the southwest section of the 
causeway. A dock would measure about 60 feet by 
8 feet. And a parking lot made of shell would con-
sist of 11 trailer spaces and four passenger-vehicle 
spaces.
 The council’s vote on the $64,000 project came 
despite objections to the future ramp from residents 
of the Palms of Palma Sola, who said the site was too 
close to their townhomes on Manatee Avenue.
 The dock would be built about 100 feet from the 

Palms property, which consists of 10 units.
 The city will oversee the construction project and 
the county, as outlined in a joint government agreement, 
will manage the ramp, with funding provided from boat 
registration fees.
 Construction on the new ramp — already reviewed 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Flor-
ida Department of Environmental Protection — was 
expected to begin as early as this week — a rush to 
work during the low winter tides.
 Plans for the causeway also include a new rest 
room, new bus shelters and a newspaper rack.
 Also, during its regular board meeting Feb. 26, the 
county commission approved the installation of two 
painted murals on the rest room on the north side of 
the causeway.
 The murals would depict the history of Palma Sola 
Village over a 2,000-year period. Keep Manatee Beauti-
ful, in partnership with the Palma Sola Scenic Highway 
group, proposed the project.
 The murals will be based on historical and scien-
tifi c literature to depict the resources of the corridor, 
according to KMB executive director Ingrid McClel-
lan, the chair of the Palma Sola Scenic Highway 
group.
 A project outline proposed painting an external 
mural on the rest room this month and next, with the 
completion of the work planned for April 25. That’s the 
date of a ribbon-cutting for the landscaping project, as 
well as national Arbor Day.
 An interior rest room mural would depict the fl ora 
and fauna of Palma Sola Bay. That project would be 
installed in May and June.
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Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Mar 05-- 11:41 1.3 4:47 -0.4 9:26 2.1 4:00 0.8
 Mar 06-- 11:46 1.4 5:16 -0.4 11:05 2.1 4:45 0.5
 Mar 07-- 11:55 1.3 5:41 -0.2 11:53 2.0 5:30 0.2
 Mar 08-- *12:09 1.7 6:05 0.0 — — 6:16 0.0
 Mar 09-- 1:43 1.8 7:28 0.3 1:29 2.0 8:06 -0.3
 Mar 10-- 2:38 1.6 7:47 0.6 1:53 2.2 9:00 -0.4
 Mar 11-- 3:43 1.3 8:01 0.8 2:24 2.3 10:04 -0.4
 Mar 12-- 5:14 1.0 7:58 0.9 3:01 2.4 11:21 -0.4

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-713-5900941-713-5900                      

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. 

You’ll get ALL the best news, 
delivered by the mailman every 
week. Visit us at 5404 Marina 
Drive, Island Shopping Center, 

Holmes Beach – or call 
941-778-7978.

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

Stone Crab 
Specials! 

Floaters $5/lb. 
Medium $10/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $15/lb. 
Buy 20 pounds and save more!

Floaters $4/lb. 
Medium $8/lb. 

LG/Jumbo $12/lb.

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC. 
4600 124th St. W., Cortez 

941-794-1249 
M-F: 8am-Noon & 1-5pm • Sat: 8am-Noon

at AP BELL 

All sheepies, plus some snook action

A fi rst
Lori Iding from Lansing Mich.caught her fi rst kingfi sh using a live Cigar minnow for bait in 40 feet of water 
offshore of Anna Maria Island on with Capt.Larry McGuire.

 Snook season started March 1 and, although reports 
were slim, the catch and reports should pick up as the 
season progresses.
 Other backwater action includes redfi sh and tons 
of sheepshead, plus a few fl ounder and trout.
 Offshore fi shing is pretty much all snapper, since 
grouper are prohibited, plus some amberjack and an 
occasional kingfi sh.

Capt. Mark Howard of Sumotime Fishing Char-
ters said he’s fi nding the winter fi shing pattern in full 
effect. “Sheepshead are on the structures, article reefs 
and bridges. Redfish are around deep-water docks. 
Trout are coming on strong off the deep seagrass.” He’s 
fi nding that fi shing during strong tidal fl ows with a jig 
or live shrimp works best for trout, and he’s getting his 
charters onto some pompano around the deep-water 
potholes and off the passes. 
 Bruce Shearer at Annie’s Bait and Tackle off 
Cortez Road said Capt. Sam Kimball has been off-
shore catching lots of mangrove snapper. He reports the 
catches are his in years. Backwater fi shing from Capt. 
Mark Johnson of Annie’s said he’s getting pretty much 
everything in the backwaters: snook, redfi sh, sheep-
shead and trout.
 At the Rod & Reel Pier, the word is all sheepshead 
all the time. The prison fi sh are about the only catch 
that’s coming to the dock. 
 Rocky Corby at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
anglers there have been catching snook — few of them 
keepers, though — since the March 1 start of linesider 
season. Mackerel and fl ounder are also a good bet, as 
are sand sharks. 
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
his reports indicate that fi shing has been slow in Terra 
Ceia Bay.
 Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said the cold front has “shuffl ed the deck 
for sure, but a little hint of warmth should bring things 

right back where they were. We’re in a spring pattern 
already. The snook have moved to the beaches and onto 
the fl ats. A few tarpon sightings were reported to me by 
anglers in the bay and a 40-inch kingfi sh was caught 
by the Sunshine Skyway Bridge. Wild for February!” 

He also caught big amberjack, snapper and catch-
and-release American red snapper, with the larger fi sh 
caught about 45 miles out in the Gulf. Closer to shore 
were good catches of triggerfi sh, porgys, sheephead and 
kingfi sh. 

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said early last week the south wind 
helped to push the incoming tide in a little higher than 
normal and the fi sh cooperated quite well inshore. “Rich 
Fluke, Bob Freeman and Jack Furman enjoyed action with 
reds to 19 inches, snook to 29 inches and some sheep-
shead. All of the action came on live shrimp fi shed up 
close to windward mangrove shorelines near the mouth 
of the Manatee River, Palma Sola, and northern Sarasota 
Bay. Two cold and windy days kept me at the dock, but 
we went back at it in the Gulf on Friday with a quartet of 
anglers from Toledo, Ohio. It was a little rough out 3-4 
miles, but we hammered a bunch of large sheepshead, 
mangrove snapper, Key West grunts and bluefi sh”
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Win-win
Sister Keys is the focus of 

a win-win project, said Jim 
Linkogle, Longboat Key public 
works project manager, about 

work going on now on the small 
islands northeast off Longboat. 

St. Joe Co. wins by using the job 
as mitigation for some waterfront 

disturbance for the company’s 
Perico Island development. 

The Sister Keys win as St. Joe 
replaces exotic vegetation with 

native plantings. The gopher 
tortoises on the little main island 

win a better habitat. And Long-
boat Key wins a lot of environ-
mental work on its Sister Keys. 

Islander Photo: Jack Elka 
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By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Marcia and Bruce Pippen began making the March 
trip to Anna Maria Island seven years ago for different 
reasons.
 Bruce Pippen wanted to catch as many baseball 
games as he could crowd into 31 days.
 Marcia Pippen wanted to catch as many rays of 
sunshine as she could in a month’s time.
 Both said they always pack up and leave their Bra-
denton Beach rental on March 31 a little eager to get 
home to family in Philadelphia and quite sad to leave 
the fun in the sun.
 “It’s usually still pretty bad up north as far as the 
weather goes,” Marcia Pippen said.
 But the Pirates, the Reds and the Yankees can pack 
up and head north at the end of the month, so can the 
Pippens, Bruce added.
 During the spring-training season, Bradenton hosts 
the Pittsburgh Pirates at McKechnie Field and Sara-
sota hosts the Cincinnati Reds at Ed Smith Stadium. 
To the south, Fort Myers hosts the Red Sox and Twins. 
In stadiums to the north, the Indians, Tigers, Phillies, 
Yankees and Rays are the home teams. On the Atlantic 
coast, cities host the Braves, Astros, Nationals, Dodg-
ers, Mets, Cardinals, Marlins and Orioles.
 The training season is short. But for locales such 
as Anna Maria Island, spring training brings big 
bonuses.
 There’s the benefi t of spotting a Pirate — not of the 
Privateer kind but of the pros from Pittsburgh — dining 
at a pier restaurant or heading out on a chartered fi shing 

boat from an Island marina.
 “We defi nitely see the folks that are here following 
the Grapefruit League, as well as ballplayers and their 
families,” said Ed Chiles, owner of the local Sandbar, 
BeachHouse and MarVista restaurants.
 “We also see many of the doctors, trainers, scouts, 
managers and other associated folks. The long history 
of professional ballplayers has been an integral part of 
the Sandbar and our Island.
 “Spring training brings the character and history 
of America’s greatest game up close and personal,” he 
continued. “It defi nitely brings dollars as well.”
 Baseball fans spend about $144.5 million during 
spring-training season in west Florida, with each team 
pumping about $16.9 million into its local economy.
 Spring-training season began Feb. 28 at McKech-
nie Field with the Pirates playing the Phillies, and it will 
end March 29 with a game against the Twins. Several 
milestones are being marked this season — the fi rst 
night games since the fi eld opened in 1923, the 40th 
anniversary of the Pirates in Bradenton and the opening 
of a new Pirate City training complex.
 “For 40 years, the Pittsburgh Pirates have been 
proud to call the city of Bradenton our southern home 
and we are excited to continue our partnership for many 
more years to come,” said Pirates chairman of the board 
Bob Nutting.

“The new Pirate City and improvements to McK-
echnie Field will prove to be great assets in helping to 
enhance our spring-training operations, as well as our 
role in driving tourism and economic development,” 
said Pirates president Frank Coonelly.

 On game days in Bradenton, some 3,700 fans gather 
at McKechnie Field. About 60 percent of the fans are 
not full-time residents and they spend $90 to $100 a 
day outside the park, mostly in restaurants, according 
to a state tourism survey.
 Thus, the Florida Gulf Coast Commission promotes 
Anna Maria Island and greater Manatee County to 
sports fans as a major destination with 6,000 rooms.
 Local baseball promoters remind fans that they not 
only will fi nd games on the fi eld every March, but a rich 
history of baseball: There on 10th Street in Bradenton 
stood Cardinal great Dizzy Dean’s gas station. There, in 
Holmes Beach, is the fi eld dedicated to the late Birdie 
Tebbetts, Major League scout, manager and catcher. 
There, in Anna Maria, is the fi eld dedicated to the late 
Fred Hutchinson, another Islander and Major League 
pitcher and manager.
 “I just love the game and to think that legends 
were right here, living here, playing here is special,” 
said Pirates booster Paul Fritchey of Pittsburgh. “I’ve 
wanted to get down here for spring training for years. 
So I’m thrilled.”
 Fans such as Fritchey will fi nd that they don’t need 
to ask too many longtime residents about baseball his-
tory before they can hear stories about Hank Aaron 
playing catch with neighborhood kids in Bradenton, 
Willie Stargell cruising on Anna Maria Island in a Rolls 
Royce, Warren Spahn building “baseball cottages” by 
the Gulf shore in Anna Maria or Babe Ruth and Hank 
Johnson fi shing in Longboat Pass.

PLEASE SEE BASEBALL , PAGE 4B

Clockwise from top left: A sign welcomes visitors to Manatee County — 
home of Bradenton, beaches and spring-training baseball. Two photos: 
The Pirates play the Royals in 1973. The Pirates are marking their 40th 
spring-training season in Bradenton this year. A milestone will come on 
March 7, when the team plays the Reds at McKechnie Field at night, 
under lights. Pirate City, 1701 27th St. E., Bradenton, is dedicated in 
1969. Islander Photos: Courtesy Manatee County Public Library
Historic Photograph Collection
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Tebbetts remembered as season begins Tebbetts remembered as season begins 
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 George Tebbetts left Providence College with a 
degree in philosophy. 
 Hence the thoughtful outlook on the national pas-
time from the Major Leaguer nicknamed Birdie by an 
aunt who thought he chirped in his cradle: “Baseball,” 
Birdie said in a 1957 Time magazine report, “is exactly 
what Branch Rickey said it was: ‘A race between a 
man and a ball.’ Baseball is a game of inches. A guy 
catches the ball on the tip of his glove, a batter tops 
a ball and beats a throw to fi rst. Or a fellow gets up 
in the ninth and comes through with a liner between 
third and short — he’s a hero. Two inches the other 
way and he’s a bum because he hit into a 
double play. The only thing you can do is 
get a little faster man to play each posi-
tion, keep adding the men who can make 
the inches work.”
 Birdie Tebbetts, who died in 1999 at 
the age of 86, is on minds and in hearts 
these days with the start of MLB spring-
training in Bradenton and the start of Little 
League baseball on Anna Maria Island.
 Many evenings before sunset, young-
sters can be found practicing on the 
Holmes Beach baseball fi eld dedicated 
to Tebbetts, who moved with his family 
to the Island in the early 1960s.
 “I imagine he’s watching every game 
played on that fi eld,” said Birdie’s daugh-
ter Sue Mitchell of Jacksonville. Birdie 
and the late Mary Tebbetts had four 
children, all of whom live in Florida — 
George Jr. is in Bradenton, while Pat lives 
in the Daytona Beach area, and Betty and 
Sue in Jacksonville.
 “Birdie was a big promoter of baseball 
everywhere he went,” Sue said. “Growing up 
hanging out at local baseball fi elds sparked a passion that 
became his life. To have a fi eld on Anna Maria Island 
named after him was a great honor… . I have never met 
anyone who was a bigger fan of baseball than my father, 
except maybe my mother.”
 What drew Birdie and his family to Anna Maria 
Island? “The beautiful winter weather to enjoy in the 
off-season, the short drive to golf courses, the proxim-
ity to spring training, the fact that other baseball fami-
lies lived on the Island, the restaurants,” his daugh-
ter said. “One of Birdie’s closest friends was (Major 
Leaguer and Islander) Fred Hutchinson. I think that 
Fred had a lot to do with the move, also.”
 Birdie was born in Burlington, Vt., and grew up 
in Nashua, N.H.
 He made his Major League debut with the Tigers 
on Sept. 16, 1936, stayed with Detroit until World War 
II and three years in the Army. He returned to Detroit 

in 1946, then went on to Boston in 1947.
 Birdie met Mary Hartnett while he was with the 
Red Sox. At the time he was almost 40 years old and 
near the end of his playing career. In the majors, Birdie 
spent 14 years as a catcher, 11 as a manager and 28 as 
a scout. He was named National League Manager of 
the Year in 1956. His team associations included the 
Tigers, the Boston Red Sox, the Cleveland Indians, the 
Milwaukee Braves and the Cincinnati Redlegs.
 “I was born in Cleveland when he was a catcher 
for the Indians,” Sue said. “He started managing teams 
shortly after that. So our memories of Birdie on the 
baseball fi eld were watching him in the dugout.”
 For games, the family sat behind home plate, feast-

Birdie Tebbetts, wife Mary, and their kids, Betty, Sue, Pat and George Jr. and 
their families.

ing on hot dogs and peanuts and watching dad work.
 “My mother made it an event,” Sue said, adding, 
“I’m always amazed when I hear someone say that 
baseball is a boring game. If you care about who wins, 
every pitch and swing of the bat matters.”
 As an Islander, Birdie fi shed for fun and golfed for 
exercise. He liked to dine at the Sandbar Restaurant 
or the now-defunct Tip of the Island. “After living in 
Anna Maria for so long,” Sue said, “he knew every-
body everywhere he went. Whether it was early-morn-
ing breakfast or late-night dinner, he was pretty easy 
to talk into heading out for some fun.”
 He and his tribe had breakfast on Sundays at J.D. 
Webb’s drug store after mass at St. Bernard Catholic 

Church. They watched sports on televi-
sion. They got together with other fami-
lies.
 But, said Sue, “Baseball was his 
life.”
 “Baseball ranked in a few spots in the 
Top 10 list of his things to think about,” 
she said. “He wasn’t going to be found 
out back fi xing a fence.”
 Baseball would take Birdie away from 
the Island for seasons — and sometimes, 
when possible, his family would follow. 
When he managed the Indians, he went 
to Tucson, Ariz., for spring training. And 
for a month in the spring, so did the rest 
of the family. “We went to every spring 
training game,” Sue said. “Then we would 
fl y back to Anna Maria to fi nish the school 
year.”
 In the summer, with dad into the regu-
lar season, the family settled into a hotel 
in Cleveland. “In August,” Sue said, “we 
returned to Anna Maria to start school.” 
At the end of the baseball season, so did 
Birdie.

 After games, Sue watched as fans sought her dad’s 
autograph. “They would follow Birdie and other play-
ers all the way to the car waving pieces of paper and 
pens,” she remembered. “The fact that sports fans 
are familiar with the career path of a family member 
means that everywhere you go you can fi nd someone 
with a smile and a memory.”

Birdie Tebbetts 
models the 
Florida Marlins 
1997 World 
Series ring 
that he earned 
as the team’s 
“master scout.” 
He loved to 
talk baseball 
and found an 
audience for his 
stories wherever 
he went on Anna 
Maria Island. 
Islander Photo: 
Bonner Joy

Birdie Tebbetts with Joe DiMaggio and Connie Mack.

Birdie Tebbetts was featured  in a story and on the 
cover of Time magazine in 1957.

Above, George “Birdie” Tebbetts 
fi shes from the dock next to his boat 
in December 1966. Right, Tebbetts 

makes a play in Boston. Islander 
Photos: Courtesy Manatee County 

Public Library Historic Photograph 
Collection
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By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 “Oh, do I remember,” Patsy Hutchinson says, stretch-
ing out each word for emphasis.
 “That was the biggest night of Fred’s life,” she says of 
her husband, Major League Baseball player and manager 
Fred “Hutch” Hutchinson, and his excitement on a post-
season night in 1961. That was the year the Reds took 
the National League championship with a 93-61 record, 
winning their fi rst pennant since 1940 and heading for a 
World Series with the New York Yankees.
 She continues to talk as she walks through the living 
room of her Holmes Beach home, just yards from 
the Gulf shore. Morning sunlight streams through 
a big window, falling on her face, across the fl oor 
and lighting the family photographs arranged 
on a wall. At fi rst glance, the photographs look 
like ordinary, slightly faded family pictures of 
yesterdays. But closer inspection reveals that 
the boy running bases, Patsy’s grandson Joey, 
is on a big league fi eld, not a Little League dia-
mond. In another photo, the men seated with 
Patsy at a banquet table include U.S. Sen. Ted 
Kennedy, President Gerald Ford and Yankees 
legend Joe DiMaggio. The man grinning with 
Hutch in an old Island grocery store is Hall-of-
Famer Warren Spahn. The woman throwing the 
baseball is Patsy, tossing out the fi rst game ball 
in the 1975 World Series.
 There are more framed photographs of 
Fred Hutchinson — the manager arguing with 
an umpire, the portrait of Hutch as “National 
League Manager of the Year.”
 Patsy looks at this image of her late hus-
band — Hutch died of cancer at the age of 45 
in 1964 — and nods. “I like this picture,” she 
says, sincerely and sentimentally.
 As she looks at the picture of herself opening 
a World Series game from the stands, she remem-
bers, “ I was afraid they were going to ask me to 
come down on the fi eld. But they said, ‘No, you 
don’t have to do that.’”
 She wears an intense look in the photograph. “I was 
quite determined to throw that ball,” Patsy says.
 Patsy’s son, Island-raised Joe Hutchinson, recalls that 
day with pride and wonders if his mom wasn’t the fi rst 
woman to toss a ceremonial pitch in a MLB game.
 No, says Patsy, remembering that Babe Ruth’s daugh-
ter once threw a ceremonial ball.
 Patsy Hutchinson’s baseball history dates back to 
1935, when she was known as Patsy Finley and she came 
to know Fred Hutchinson in a Seattle high school. Even in 
high school, she says, everyone knew Hutch was destined 
for the big leagues.
 “He was the star of the team,” she remembers.
 Hutch made his 

M a j o r 
League debut on May 2, 1939, against the 

Yankees. The day went down in history because 
it was the day Yankee Lou Gehrig benched 
himself, ending his string of 2‚130 consecutive 
games.
 Hutch and Patsy married in 1943, a World 
War II year when Patsy was with the Women’s 
Auxiliary Corps in Florida and Hutch was with 
the U.S. Navy in Norfolk, Va. The ballplayer was 
recruited by boxer Gene Tunney to play with other 
pros at U.S. bases and boost morale. 

 After the war, Hutch returned to pro baseball, and 
Patsy became married to the sport, though she wasn’t 
immediately wild about the game.
 “My dad was a tremendous fan and he loved to go 
see Fred pitch in Seattle, but I wasn’t that crazy about 
baseball,” she remembers. “In those days, we liked to 
dance. I wasn’t crazy about sitting in a ballpark.”
 But she came to share an enthusiasm for the sport 
with her husband and their four children — Fred Jr., John, 
Patty and Joe. Patsy also came to know the fundamentals 
of the game.
 The Hutchinsons settled in Holmes Beach while 

Hutch was pitching for the Detroit Tigers and training in 
Lakeland.
 “He was with Detroit his fi rst 10 years,” Patsy says. 
“And Lakeland was their spring-training home. But that 
was inland and the kids loved this beach. So we decided 
to settle here and this became home to them.”
 With an ailing arm, Hutch went on to become the 
Tigers manager in 1952 at the age of 32 and later managed 
the St. Louis Cardinals, the Seattle Rainiers and the Reds. 
His family divided time between the Island, Seattle and 
the team’s hometown. When Hutch was with Cincinnati, 
the family spent the summer in Ohio, living in a quasi-

compound where the houses resembled Quonset 
huts, according to Patsy.
 “Then I would come home to put the kids in 
school,” she recalls. “And that was all fi ne and 
dandy until they won the pennant and I wasn’t 
there.”
 Patsy simply couldn’t get away from the Island. 
“When we fi rst lived down here, there weren’t 
all that many people,” she says, adding that she 
didn’t have anyone to watch the children if she 
departed for Cincinnati.
 While the Island was not heavily pop-
ulated, there were many pros who fre-

quented the area in the 1950s and 1960s, including Spahn, 
Eddie Mathews, Earl Torgeson and Birdie Tebbetts.
 “Back then, there was one or two houses here and 
one or two houses there,” Patsy recalls. “And there was 
nothing on the bay side. There were some big snakes and 
lots of mosquitoes.”
 “And quite a few ballplayers,” she adds. “They all 
came down and stayed for spring training.”
 The sunshine caused many to return or set up 
house.
 “We came from Seattle,” Patsy says, “and that sun 
had its appeal.”

 The attraction has been passed on 
through generations.
 “I was born here,” son Joe Hutchinson 
says. “I was running around the Island when I 
was 2 years old. Everybody knew us. It was a 
wild place then, completely wild.”
 Joe grew up playing on the ballfi eld that 
his parents helped build and that was named for 
his dad.
 Joe remembers a fraternity of players 
on the Island. “We used to have parties at our 
house,” he says. “There were people who would 
show up there like you wouldn’t imagine.”
 Fred Hutchinson was raised to be a base-
ball player, says his son: “He was very talented 
and very determined and that’s all he wanted to 
do.”
 As a player, Hutch was known as a 
hard-worker. Newspaper columnist and friend 
Emmett Watson quoted Hutch as saying, “Sweat 
is your only salvation.”
 As a manager, Hutch brought up Pete 
Rose, Al Kaline and Frank Robinson.
 And as parents, Hutch and Patsy helped 
rally the community behind a youth center and 

baseball fi eld in Anna Maria, where the present 
fi eld lies to the east of the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center.
 “It was all people in the community,” Joe remem-
bers.

 Joe recalls getting in trouble on the baseball fi eld as a 
kid because he took the sport so seriously. “I cussed like a 

Lasting legacy: A ballplayer’s record, Lasting legacy: A ballplayer’s record, 
a family, a research centera family, a research center

Dr. Bill Hutchinson founded the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center in memory of his younger 
brother, baseball player and manager Fred Hutchin-
son, who died of cancer in 1964. The Hutch Award is 
presented each year in partnership with MLB base-
ball, the Seattle Post-Intelligencer and the cancer 
center. Past winners include Ken Griffey Jr., Derek 
Jeter, Albert Pujols and Dontrelle Willis. Islander 
Photo: Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

Major League Baseball player Fred Hutchinson, in the dark jacket, and 
his brother, Dr. Bill Hutchinson, in the athletic jacket, with some of their 
children in Washington state. Patsy Hutchinson is peeking from the back. 
Islander Photo: Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

A baseball card for Fred “Hutch” Hutchin-
son, hailed in the game for his competitive spirit.
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 Journalist Kent Chetlain, a former Islander writer, 
has told the fi shing story, including during a talk some 
years ago before the Manatee County Historical Soci-
ety, when he told excited listeners about the day Ruth, 
the Sultan of Swat, and his one-time teammate, John-
son, went fi shing.
 Johnson, Ruth and their wives “decided to go out 
fi shing at Longboat Pass. And they drove out across 
the bridge there at Bridge Street, and they got to Gulf 
Drive,” Chetlain said. 
 When they arrived to Gulf Drive in Bradenton 
Beach, the group came to a stopped school bus. “And 
all the kids saw, recognized Babe Ruth and so they 
wanted to get out of the bus and get his autograph,” 
Chetlain said. “And the bus driver kept the door closed, 
so the kids pulled the windows down and crawled out 
and got it anyway.”
 The fi shing party then went on to Longboat Pass. 
“They had a bucket of fi ddler crabs,” Chetlain said. 

Baseball crowds, venues
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1-B

“And the two women wore slacks with these elastic 
bands. So Ruth looked over at Johnson and he gave 
him a big wink and he reached in there with his big 
hands and got a handful of those fi ddler crabs and he 
pulled the band back and threw the crabs down his 
wife’s pants.”
 Many other big names have been associated with 
the area since spring-training season began in Man-
atee County on March 16, 1923 — Bill McKechnie 
(for whom the Bradenton fi eld is named), Edd Roush, 
Eddie Mathews, Ted Williams, Bill Cherry, Bill Dilbert, 
Casey Stengel, Catfi sh Hunter, Reggie Jackson, Dave 
Parker, Roberto Clemente, Bill Virdon, Bill Mazeroski 
and Barry Bonds.
 The players came because the teams came. St. 
Louis trained in Bradenton. The Phillies, the Red Sox, 
the Braves and the Athletics trained in Bradenton before 
the Pirates, who arrived in the late 1960s after the city 
negotiated a deal to bring in the Pittsburgh team for 40 
years, with an option to play 40 more.
 “There is tangible evidence that many of the base-
ball players who came to the state for spring training 

fell in love permanently with the sunshine, fl owers and 
attractions of Florida,” wrote Jabbo Gordon, a former 
Bradenton Herald sports editor, in “A History of Spring 
Training in Florida and Bradenton,” which is archived 
at Manatee County’s Central Library.
 Over the years, many of those professional players 
have ventured to Anna Maria Island seeking lodging or 
simply an afternoon in the sun or a night on the town 
— the Sandbar Restaurant gained a reputation with the 
Pirates club for hosting an annual party, with ribs and 
chicken for players, staff and family.
 “That was a great tradition,” Chiles said of the team 
party.
 “It’s pretty amazing the people who have been out 
here,” said Scott May of Catchers Marina in Holmes 
Beach. May played minor league baseball and comes 
from a baseball family. “The greatness of the people 
who have been here over the years is amazing.”
 With arrival of spring-training season, The Islander
decided to take a look at some of the greats to visit or 
settle on AMI and to look at the connections between 
a great American pastime and an Island paradise.

Milwaukee Braves pitcher 
Warren Spahn hurls one 

toward home. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy the Wis-

consin Historical Museum

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 “This is the house that Spahn built,” I heard from 
one old-timer on the fi rst day I moved to Anna Maria 
Island.
 Later in the week, I heard from another longtime 
Islander, “This is where Warren Spahn lived.”
 Neither report proved true.
 Spahn did live on the Island, but he didn’t build the 
home pointed out to me on Day One on AMI and he 
didn’t live in the home pointed to later in the week.
 I heard numerous other false reports on where the 
lefty from Broken Arrow, Okla., had lived as a seasonal 
resident. And then, nearly two years after settling down 
on the Island, I stumbled across the Gulfshore cottages 
named “Mound” and “Infi eld” and “Outfi eld.”
 Asked by a reporter why he frequented the Island, 
Spahn once said, “Because it has the most beautiful 
beaches I’ve ever seen. My son George and I were 
standing on the beach the other day and a school of 
tarpon rolled right in front of us. That’s a pretty good 
plus in my book.”
 Spahn died at the age of 82. His career in Major 
League Baseball spanned 21 seasons and his record 
consists of 363 wins with the Boston and Milwaukee 
Braves, New York Mets and San Francisco Giants.
 As a kid playing Ponytail League Baseball in 
Waukegan, Ill., I briefl y tested Spahn’s fl uid, high-
kicking motion on the mound. My dad had told me that 
with that wind-up, batters couldn’t see the ball coming 
out of Spahn’s hand and I wanted to try all the tricks.
 But Spahn’s style was all wrong for me and I 
instead created a hybrid style that mimicked Al “The 
Mad Hungarian” Hrabosky’s stomping and stare-down. 
That worked, making my Green Machine the win-
ningest Ponytail team for a couple of years.
 My dad knew the details of Spahn’s career because 

the pitcher played 20 seasons with the Braves, including 
12 in Milwaukee. Our home in Waukegan was about 50 
miles from Chicago and 50 miles from Milwaukee so 
to root for the home team, my family could look north 
to the Braves and, in my time, the Brewers, or south to 
the Cubs and the White Sox.
 Spahn retired in 1965, a year after I was born and 
a few years before I developed a true interest in base-
ball.
 But my dad imparted to me his history. A high school 
coach in various sports, my dad’s mind then was crowded 
with facts and fi gures for baseball. He credited a lot of 
players with being “the best there ever was” and Spahn, 
who led the National League in strikeouts every season 
from 1949 to 1952, was one of the players he praised.
 Spahn was born in Buffalo, N.Y., in 1921. His dad, 
a former semipro player, built a pitcher’s mound in the 
backyard so he could practice.
 In 1940, Spahn joined with the Boston Braves. He 
debuted in the majors in 1942, went back to the minors 
and was drafted in 1943 into World War II, taking part 
in the Battle of the Bulge. The pitcher returned to the 
Braves in 1946 and, by the next year, was considered 
one of baseball’s best hurlers.
 Spahn and right-hander Johhny Sain took the then-
Boston Braves into a pennant race in 1948 and together 
the pitchers inspired the sportswriter’s rhyme, “Spahn 
and Sain and pray for rain.”
 The Braves continued as a strong team through-
out Spahn’s career with the club. They posted winning 
seasons from 1953, when the team moved from Boston 
to Milwaukee, into the mid-1960s, when the team left 
for Atlanta. The Braves won two NL pennants during 
that period and beat the New York Yankees in 1957 for 
the World Series title. That year, Spahn won the NL Cy 
Young Award.
 The fi rst year I played Ponytail League baseball, 
1973, Spahn was inducted into the Hall of Fame, along 
with Roberto Clemente, Billy Evans, Monte Irvin, 
George Kelly and Mickey Welch. For Christmas that 
year I received a commemorative poster featuring base-

ball card photographs of all fi ve men.
 And so it was a thrill for me as an adult to come 
across the real homes that Spahn built on Anna Maria 
Island, to think I could stand where maybe Spahn 
stood.
 The Braves trained in Bradenton from 1948 to 
1962, when Spahn, Hank Aaron, Lew Burdette and 
Eddie Mathews were the known big league names in 
Manatee County.
 Spahn was at the top of his game in the 1950s, 
earning about $28,000 a year when he decided to invest 
in real estate in Anna Maria City, according to The 
Islander archives.
 Beginning with that purchase, the ballplayer devel-
oped a series of properties, including two homes on 
Spruce Avenue, as well as another on Spruce built in 
partnership with Mathews. Another home was built 
later on Fir Avenue.
 They are small, traditional beach cottages, but 
motorists turn from North Shore Drive onto the narrow 
Spruce Avenue to see the vacation homes and passersby 
stop to look about for the places named “Infi eld,” “Out-
fi eld,” “Mound” and “Home Plate.”
 “He was a tough player,” said baseball fan Bruce 
Nigby, a seasonal resident of Coconut Avenue in Anna 
Maria. “I remember watching him play — a strong guy, 
without steroids.”
 In August 2003, a larger-than-life bronze statue of 
the larger-than-life pitcher was installed at Turner Field 
in Atlanta.
 In November 2003, Spahn died in his Broken 
Arrow home. At the time, MLB commissioner Bud 
Selig recalled watching Spahn “on the mound at County 
Stadium” in Milwaukee. “He is a Hall of Famer and one 
of the greatest pitchers in the history of the game. More 
importantly, he was my friend. I will miss him.”
 “The high kick is what Spahnie was known for,” 
said baseball fan Henry Adams, who spends winters in 
Anna Maria and summers in Waukesha, Wis. “He’s a 
legend in Wisconsin.”
 And a legend on Anna Maria Island.

sailor,” he says. “Baseball to me was life or death. I saw 
how the professionals treated it.”
 Later his mom acknowledges that her very affable son 
also inherited her late husband’s temperament, a disposi-
tion sports writers often referred to as “fi erce.”
 Hutch died when Joe was 9 years old.
 In December 1963, Hutch went to Seattle to have a 
lump on his neck examined and was diagnosed with lung 
cancer. He battled the disease through the 1964 season 
and resigned as manager in October. The next month, in 
Florida, Fred died.
 Now, annually, an award is presented in memory of 
the man, a partnership between Major League Baseball, the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center. Hutch’s brother, the late Dr. Bill Hutchinson, 
established the world-class research institute in Seattle.
 “It’s an amazing hospital,” Joe says. “It’s a real testa-
ment to my father.”
 He adds, “And my father was big, larger than life.”

Hutchinson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3-B
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Memories of an ‘Earl’ of baseball

A homecoming
Eddie Mathews, playing for the Milwaukee Braves, slides into home during a 
game July 7, 1957. That year, Mathews batted .292 and hit 32 home runs for the 
team. He was admitted to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1978. Mathews spent 
some time on the Island. Teammate Warren Spahn sold half of a Gulffront lot 
in Anna Maria to Mathews because he was worried he’d spent too much on the 
property — about $10,000 in the 1950s. Islander Photo: Courtesy the Florida 
Historical Museum

World Series stretch
First baseman Earl Torgeson stretches over the dugout for a foul ball in the third 
game of the 1948 World Series between the Boston Braves and the Cleveland 
Indians. Torgeson made the catch to the delight of fans, including Islander Ernie 
Cagnina, former mayor of Anna Maria, in the stands — the fan smoking a 
cigar and wearing a light colored double-breasted jacket. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Chris Shaw

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Earl Torgeson inherited his nickname.
 Torgeson, who debuted in Major League Baseball 
in April 1947 and established his home on Anna Maria 
Island soon after, was tagged with the moniker “The 
Earl of Snohomish.”
 The nickname was perhaps not as powerful as 
Hammerin’ Hank Aaron or as col-
orful as Walter “Big Train” John-
son. But the name said something 
about Torgeson — he hailed from 
Snohomish, Wash., hometown of 
another pro baseball player, Hall of 
Famer Earl Averill. Torgeson, who 
died in 1990 at the age of 66, once 
told Baseball Digest that Averill 
had been his boyhood hero.
 Torgeson had other nicknames 
according to his daughter Chris 
Shaw of Holmes Beach. He was 
known as “Torgy” and “Torg.” “My 
mother called him ‘Torg,’” Shaw 
said on a recent Friday morning in 
her Island home.
 Torgeson also was known as 
the “hard-hitting humorist.” “He 
loved a practical joke,” Shaw said. 
“He was fun, funny. He had the 
kind of personality that when he 
walked into a room, you knew he 
was there.”
 Like many big league players 
of his era, Torgeson discovered 
Anna Maria Island while spring 
training in the area. He played fi rst with the Boston 
Braves, who trained in Bradenton. He went to the Phil-
lies in 1953, then the Tigers in 1955, the White Sox in 
1957 and concluded his career with the Yankees.
 “I had 15 enjoyable years and accomplished things 
that most players would like to achieve,” the fi rst base-
man told Baseball Digest in 1978.
 His list of achievements included playing in three 
World Series in three different decades — with the 
Braves in 1948, the Chicago White Sox in 1959 and 
the New York Yankees in 1961.
 The list also includes the fact that Torgeson hom-
ered in every Major League park that existed in his 
career except County Stadium in Milwaukee.

 “My dad completely loved baseball,” Shaw said. 
“He was the kind of guy who still couldn’t believe he 
got paid to do that, to play.”
 Torgeson was signed to play semi-pro baseball 
at just 15 years old. As a son of Washington state, he 
played with the Seattle Rainiers. He was scouted by 
the New York Yankees but brought up to play Major 
League Baseball by the Braves.

 At the time, Torgeson was serving in World War 
II. “He was in a foxhole in Germany when he heard he 
had been brought up,” Shaw said. 
 The Braves brought Torgeson to Florida’s west 
coast for spring training and early in his career that’s 
where his young family settled.
 Shaw remembered first coming to Anna Maria 
Island across the “old rickety bridge” from Cortez to 
Bradenton Beach in 1948. By 1952, the Torgesons had 
bought a home in Anna Maria, the “castle cottage” on 
Beach Avenue.
 “Who would not love this Island?” Shaw said, 
recalling its overgrown wild days but relishing still it’s 
natural beauty today.

 When the Torgesons settled in Anna Maria, mos-
quitoes heavily populated the area. The nearest neigh-
bors in the summer might be blocks away. One offi cer 
policed the Island.
 Torgeson and another Island Major Leaguer, Fred 
Hutchinson, had a reputation on AMI for throwing par-
ties. Shaw remembered her dad and Hutchinson digging 
a barbecue pit in the Torgeson backyard.

 “We had some great cook-
outs,” Shaw said. “My dad loved 
to cook… . He would have Maine 
lobsters shipped in by the barrel-
ful. And my dad loved to have a 
good time. So did my mother.”
 During the regular season, in 
the summer, the family lived wher-
ever Torgeson played — Chicago, 
Detroit, Philadelphia, Boston.
 The family didn’t take to 
the road for out-of-town games, 
but they attended as many home 
games as they could.
 “In those days, they were in 
town two or three weeks and then 
we went by train, traveling for two 
or three weeks. So when my dad 
would go on a road trip, it was for 
a while,” Shaw remembered.
 These days, Torgeson remains 
a fan of Boston, though the team 
is the Red Sox not the Braves. She 
follows the Rays and has a passion 
for spring-training games.
 And she sometimes encoun-
ters fans, especially fans from up 

north where Torgeson played, who remember seeing 
her dad on the fi eld.
 “They’ll remember a game,” she said. “They’ll 
remember a play.”
 Shaw, herself, a fan of baseball remembers her dad 
being known for his “head-fi rst slide,” for his “hidden-
ball trick” at fi rst base,” for hitting a dinger in a the 17th 
inning of a White Sox game against Cleveland to win. 
Torgeson was No. 17. He hit the homer on June 17 at 
11:17 p.m.
 But Shaw also remembers Earl Torgeson’s play not 
as a fan, but as a daughter.
 “I was a kid,” she said. “I was watching my dad. 
And when he was done, we’d go home.”

Memory bank: Chris Shaw collected baseball cards and black-and-white images of her father, 
Earl Torgeson, his teammates and his family for a framed collage that was included in an exhibit 
at the South Florida Museum in Bradenton. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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NEW LISTINGS!

Unbelievably priced 3BR/2BA 
condo w/new pool.  Many 
upgrades including new tile, 
carpet, hot water heater, stove, 
& refrigerator.  Priced to sell and 

ready to move in.  $110,000.

Jim     Anderson Realty CompanyJim     Anderson Realty Company
6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.comwww.jimandersonrealty.com

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.comemail: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

Call Gayle Schulz
Broker/Associate
941.812.6489

Immaculate, affordable, ready 
to move in 2BR/2BA home 
with a large lot on a quiet street 
conveniently located in Casa Del 
Sol, W. Bradenton w/tropically 

landscaped yard, irrigation system, 2-car garage, screened 
porch & new carpeting.  Offered for $239,000.  

Sunset Landings Condo, in 
southern Bradenton Beach  with 
gorgeous unobstructed gulf views 
directly across from the beach 
park. 2BR/2.5BA townhouse 

you will want to live in! Tastefully turnkey furnished.  
Small, private complex of only 5 units.   Rarely available. 
Offered for $690,000.  

CALL ADELE HOLLAND 

941-587-6328
www.cegnarsellsfl orida.com 

Each offi ce independently owned and operated

Live the Florida Lifestyle 
- Key West North Condo 
in Bradenton Beach,  
2B/2B with Gulf Views 
from your balcony And 
just across the street 
from the beach. Turnkey 
furnished.  $299,900!

Adele Holland 
Keller Williams • Cegnar Team 

annnmariaisland@kw.com
Bradenton Beach Condo, SWEEPING  GULF VIEWS 2BR/3BA 

- almost 1600 square feet.  
Turnkey 
furnished - 
good rental 
h i s to ry.  
Reduced to 
$399,000!

Price reduced!  This is your beautiful view of the bay from your ground-fl oor 
end unit at Shell Point. Peaceful views of the water from the glass/screened 
enclosed lanai and living area. Heated pool, tennis court, putting green and active 
recreational center with kitchen. Plenty of extra storage and parking. This is a 
perfect-sized complex in a quiet area. Maintained well by original owners. Call 
Susie for your private showing.r your privatate se se se showhowhowh inginggg.

Susie Robinson
941.812.1186 • 941.778.2261

Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

OPEN HOUSE 
Noon-3 • SUNDAY • MARCH 9

6300 Flotilla Drive #89, 2BR/2BA Shell Point Condo

$339,000

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Island 
Chiropractic 

moving
 Island Chiropractic, currently 
located on East Bay Drive in Holmes 
Beach, will be moving to its new loca-
tion at 6000 Marina Drive, Suite No. 4, 
on Monday, March 17.
 The new office is directly across 
Marina Drive from the West Manatee 
Fire & Rescue station.
 For more information, call 941-778-
0722.

Work 
cottage
Dan Gagne 
has opened 

the doors 
to Gagne 

Construc-
tion at 

214 Pine 
Ave., Anna 
Maria. He 
purchased 

and remod-
eled the 

old cottage 
on Pine, 

keeping its 
old Florida 

style. For 
more infor-

mation, 
call 941-

778-3215. 
Islander 

Photo: 
Nancy 

Ambrose

MCAT will seek trolley ad fee schedule
approved, the ads will continue to run 
for free, Beckwith noted.
 The trolley is funded only through 
the current budget cycle ending Sept. 30. 
And some county commissioners have 
questioned why the county funds a free 
Island trolley, while bus riders on the 
mainland have to pay a fare.
 Prior to approving funding in the 
2007-08 budget, several commissioners 
indicated that if Island cities didn’t pay 
a proportionate share of the service, the 
Island trolley might either be eliminated 
in the 2008-09 budget, or a fare could be 
instituted. The three Island cities contrib-
uted a collective $25,000 to operate the 
trolley during the 2007-08 fi scal year. 
The trolley costs about $250,000 per 
year to operate, county budget experts 

have said.
 When the Island trolley was intro-
duced in 2002, a federal grant fully 
funded the service.
  Beckwith originally wanted the 
paid advertising program to begin March 
1, but the rate schedule still needs the 
approval of MCAT director Ralf Hes-
seler, he said.
 When the idea of paid advertising 
was fi rst broached by MCAT a few years 
ago, a number of Islanders had voiced 
objection if the ads went on the out-
side of the trolley. Advertisements are 
allowed only in the interior of the trol-
leys, Beckwith said.
 Businesses interested in trolley 
advertising can call Beckwith at 941-
747-8621, ext. 227.

Chamber visits new business, welcomes new members
Mike Sales of Tsunami Entertainment Group, Lois Manza of Creations by L and 
Tammy Smith Fieber of Tammyselitetravel.com are new members of the Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of Commerce. They are welcomed to a Feb. 13 chamber 
breakfast at Matt & Dom’s Pastry Cafe by owners Matt and Dom Schole. For 
more information, call the chamber at 941-778-1541. Islander Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

 Buoyed by the success of its free 
business advertising campaign for inside 
an Island trolley, the Manatee County 
Area Transit will ask the county com-
mission to approve a rate schedule that 
will allow advertising sales to begin.
 MCAT marketing coordinator Ran-
dall Beckwith said MCAT will ask the 
commission at one of its March meet-
ings to approve the fee schedule, which 
is not yet complete.
 Island businesses who signed up to 
advertise on the Manatee County Area 
Transit’s Island trolley had their ads run 
for free the past several months.
 All ads received by Feb. 1 are on 
display in the trolley’s interior, Beckwith 
said, and those advertisers will be given 
fi rst preference to continue with a paid ad 
once the commission approves the rates.
 “This is one way MCAT is trying to 
pay for some of the cost of running the 
trolley,” he said. Until a rate schedule is 

Island real estate transactions
 116 78th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,266 
sfl a / 1,939 sfur 2bed/1bath/1car home built 
in 1953 on a 64x80 lot was sold 02/11/08, 
Backus to Ross for $521,000; list $521,000.
 4110 Sixth Ave., Unit 1, Sixth Avenue 
Condos, Holmes Beach, a 1,500 sfl a / 2,027 
sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 2001 was 
sold 02/14/08, Valmarana to Perryman for 
$400,000.
 5905 Flotilla Drive, Holmes Beach, a 1,019 
sfl a / 1,648 sfur 2bed/2bath/2car pool home 

with deeded slip built in 1987 on a 75x108 
lot was sold 02/14/08, Parrish Ranch LLC to 
Smargisso for $395,000; list $439,000.
 2711 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, a 
1,460 sfl a / 2,090 sfur 2bed/2bath home built 
in 1987 on a 50x100 lot was sold 02/14/08, 
Maroney to Daugherty for $320,000; list 
$369,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-
Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can be reached 
at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. 
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
 ITEMS FOR SALE

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102.

OCEAN KAYAK FOR sale 15 feet, like new. $500 or 
best offer. 941-778-1310.

CHINA CABINET, $300. TV armoire, $250. Dining 
table, $300. Sofabed, chair and ottoman, $450. 725-
1130.

REFIDGERATOR WITH ICEMAKER, white, Maytag, 
$175. Vintage rattan couch with navy oriental cush-
ions, $75. 941-778-8235.

ESTATE SALE: 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, March 7, 
205 N. Harbour Drive, Holmes Beach. Large wall 
unit, table, chairs, French Provincial china cabi-
net, end tables and sofa. Andrea of Sadak pottery 
including hall, Roseville and McCoy, mahogany 
server. Florida-style twin bed set, credenza desk, 
tray tables, milk glass, recliner, eterge collectables, 
amps, patio furniture, depression glass, oriental 
wicker sofa, loveseat and chair. Kitchenware, linens 
and more. Sale conducted by Palma Sola Estates.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

BRADENTON CHURCH GARAGE SALE: 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. Saturday, March 8. Furniture, housewares, 
books, clothing, appliances, toys, tools and more! To 
benefi t church mission program. Palma Sola Pres-
byterian Church, 6510 Third Ave. W. Bradenton.

STREET SALE 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, March 7. 
Estate items, furniture, clothing, books, tools and 
lots more. 42nd Avenue, Drive, Cortez. Behind the 
Sea Hagg.

YARD SALE: Annie Silver Community Center 8 
a.m. Saturday, March 8. 103 23rd St., Bradenton 
Beach.

GARAGE SALE: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, March 7. 
Huge selection of new and used household items. 
Also new Easter items at great prices. 608 Concord 
Lane, Holmes Beach.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: 2-Year old yorkie got out Saturday, Feb. 16, 
at Flamingo by the Bay. No tags and nursing pups 
at home. Any info, please, call 941-538-4290 or 941-
720-3470.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

GARAGE SALES Continued

FOUND! FEMALE ORANGE, grey and black tabby 
cat Sunday, Feb. 24, at Walgreens on East Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Pregnant. Please, call Molly, 
561-302-0288.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NIKKI’S ISLAND TREASURES, 5351 Gulf Drive. 
Huge sterling silver jewelry selection 50-75 percent 
off. Blackmore lamps, Franciscan ware, Florida 
paintings and more 20-80 percent off. 941-779-
0729.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

1991 NISSAN MAXIMA, trouble shifting, cold air 
conditioner. Some new parts. Runs and drives. $550 
or best offer. 941-778-7770.

FOR SLAE: 1997 Ford Windstar van. Six passenger, 
green, cold air conditioner. 135,000 miles. $2,750. 
941-778-2338.

BOATS & BOATING

20-FOOT BAY/flats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke 
Yamaha with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-
0065.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST for local-area motel, 
fl exible hours. 941-778-2780.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HELP WANTED continued

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available. 

RESTAURANT: SMALL, easy to manage, daytime 
hours. Fantastic sandwiches, soup, salads, etc. Eat 
in or to go. Great location in Palmetto, just off the 
river. Low lease and established business. $55,000. 
Call, 941-228-3489.

ANTIQUES AND GIFT shop at 5351 Gulf Drive 
is looking for two vendors. Immediate occupancy. 
Antiques and Uniques. 941-778-5000.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

RED CROSS CERTIFIED baby/pet sitter. Many 
Island references. Island resident for 13 years. 
Hilary, 941-778-5181.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 2/2, 
two car garage, updated. $199,500.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.
WILDEWOOD SPGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $189,000.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!

I
a
k
a
C

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 

Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
• Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA, 
two-car garage. Prepare for your  move and enjoy 
tenant’s income!  $489,500

 • Choice duplex lot includes small home.  Refurb 
for two units  or reconstruct...several options on this 
deluxe-size lot!  $429,000

• Large Gulf parcel with two cottages.  Possibil-
ity to split into two Gulf lots.  Call for details.  
(941) 778-2259

Gulf-Bay Realty
941-778-7244

Toll-Free 1-800-771-6043

5309 Gulf  Drive  •  Holmes  Beach
www.gul fbayreal ty.com

Short Sale
204 71st Street Holmes Beach, 2/2 with 
1/1 effi ciency, tropical pool, very
close to the beach, 1 car garage. 
Make offer!

Sandy Pointe
-Upstairs unit 2/2 peeks of the bay, 
covered parking, close to everything,
pool, turnkey furnished $279,000

-1st fl oor beauty, 2/2, pool, no rental 
restrictions, 1000 sq ft, storage,
$3000 credit to buyer $250,000

Imperial House
Gulf View 2/2 condo in 55+ community, 
assigned parking, pool, gulf to bay
complex, furnished, $324,900

3BR/3BA
Bayview Priced 

at  $699,000.

2BR/2BA condo. Nice 
location near the 
Island. $235,000.

3BR/2.5BA, Pool,
water view
$479,900

2BR/2BA,  short walk 
to public beach and 
shopping. $498,000.

SO
LD

BAYFRO
N

T

East to west views 
of the water!  

$990,000

Just remodelled! 
3BR/2BA, canal, 
dock, $579,900.

Call

Sherry 
SasserSaasssseer

941-713-5321 519 Pine Ave. • Anna Maria

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Airports, cruise ports. Flat 
rates. Anna Maria Sunshine Car Service. 941-778-
5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, 
reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports 
and guided tours), errands, organization and bill paying, 
petsitting, and other personalized general assistance. 
My car or yours. Excellent local references. Hourly rates. 
Ellen 941-896-7902 or emj3@tampabay.rr.com

SERVICES Continued

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37-years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION will care for 
your loved one. Baths, exercise, etc. 941-748-3247 
or 941-713-7380.

EXPERIENCED PROPERTY MANAGER, island 
resident let me manage your long-term rental and 
keep your property well maintained with my handy-
man skills. Call Chris Loveless, 941-447-4843.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs 
covered! Print work: logos brochures, brand iden-
tity. Web design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon 
at Smashcat Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-
0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Professional, 
friendly cleaning since 1999. 941-778-7770. Leave 
message.

FURNITURE REPAIR AND refinishing custom 
furniture and built-ins, 25-years experience. Baker 
Osborne, 941-723-2829.

KAY’S CLEANING. RESIDENTIAL. 15-years experi-
ence. Great attention to detail. Dependable, refer-
ences available. 941-773-0503.

FRAMING, CUSTOM STAIRS and decks, remodel-
ing Licensed/insured with over 18-years experience. 
Local islander. References upon request. No job 
too big or too small! Call LoJax Construction today! 
941-448-7369.

SERVICES Continued

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.
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30 
YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

BRIGHT AND OPEN 
2BR/2BA condo, heated 
pool. Walk to beach. 
Furnished. $299,000.

OFFICE AND APT. 
3,000 SF. Holmes Beach. 
$550,000. 

BAYFRONT 4BR/3BA, 
dock ,  f abu lous  v i ew. 
$1,595,000.

TWO TOWNHOUSES, 
2BR/1.5BA each. 200-ft. 
to beach. $620,000.

BAYFRONT 2BR/2BA 
plus apt. $995,000.

DUPLEX  3BR/2.5BA,  
across from bay. Great price. 
$459,000.

CENTER OF ISLAND. 
2 B R / 1 B A ,  g a r a g e . 
$189,000.

KEY ROYALE CANAL. 
New. 4BR/5BA. Fabulous. 
$1,999.000. 

GULFFRONT MOTEL/
APT.  6 un i t s ,  poo l , 
$2,999,000.

SPACIOUS 4BR/3BA, near 
beach. 1 year old. 2524 sq.ft. 
$699,000.

GULFFRONT CONDO. 
4BR/4BA with 3,000 sq.ft. 
$1,900,000.

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

SSSSSSSEASIDE GARDENS 2BR/2BA VILLA, BAY VIEW, DOCK $375,000

Come & Join Us!
1st Friday Revelry

5-7 pm, Fri. March 7
519 Pine Avenue
Roser Cottage

GGGGGULF VIEWS, BUPLEX 3BR/2BA EACH SIDE, POOL, $1,399,000

GULFFRONT COMPLEX, 2BR/2BA, POOL $799,900

CANAL, POOL, 3BR/3BA  $759,000

 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

sssssoonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!

turnkey 3B3B3B3BR/R/R/R/2B2 A.
$649,900

lmomomomooststss  eeeeendndnn leesssssssssss f f   ulululululllll l l bab y yyy views, dock, 

UUUUUpUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdateteeeateateateateateateateatesssssss ss ss ss ss ss ss s

ttturururururuu nknknkeyeyeyeyyyyyyyyy.. 3333
$649 9$649 9$649,9Mariner’s Cove

Almost 2500sf 4BR 2.5BA 3-car garage, fronts lake lagoon. 
Quiet Small West Palmetto Neighborhood. Built 2006. 

Make a Deal! $299,900.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
anislandplace.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

La Hacienda!  
Come see this 
Mediterranean 
s ty le  mas ter-
piece!  Large 
two bedroom/
two bath com-
pletely updated 

Direct Gulffront 
2  b e d r o o m / 2 
bath unit in small 
complex of 10 
units!  Updated 
and furnished in 
bright Florida 
colors!  Heated 

pool, undercover parking, generating GREAT weekly 
income at www.annamariaparadise.com!  $599,000.

203B 64th Street  
REDUCED!! !   
One bedroom/one 
bath just a block 
to  the  beach!  
Next to North 
Beach Village, 
with use of their 
pool!    Great  
r e n t a l  a t  t h e 
beach!  $240,000.

NEW LISTIN
G!

NEW LISTIN
G!

CANALFRONT 
four bedroom/
two bath with a 
large pool and 
private setting!  
This home is 
c o m p l e t e l y 
u p d a t e d  a n d 
already generates 

a great weekly rental income when you aren’t there, year 
around!  $795,000.

throughout, with beautiful granite counters and kitchen 
island, bathrooms, double master sinks, turnkey furnished, 
with pool design in place!  $629,000.

4 BEDROOMS!

REDUCED!

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

63 TIDY ISLAND BLVD, BRADENTON  
3BR/2.5BA townhouse, 3,218 sf, 
den, fi replace, wet bar, Italian Lube 
kitchen and 24-hr guard gate.

ML#571895

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com

941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just Just 
visitingvisiting

paradise?paradise?

King honors
Island youth Chris Pate, Mallory Kosfeld, Molly Stoltzfus, Dalton Hicks, Emma Carper, Cady Chennault and 
Taylor Wilson were inducted in the National Junior Honor Society Feb. 21 at King Middle School. According 
to the NJHS guidelines, students are extended membership based on academic performance and demonstrated 
excellence in the areas of leadership, service, character and citizenship. Pictured from left are, Pate, Kosfeld, 
Stoltzfus and Hicks. Islander Photo: Courtesy Scott Kosfeld
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LANDSCAPING Continued

ECONOMY TREE TRIMING, hedges, mulching. 
Lowest prices starting at $15. 12-year Island resi-
dent. 941-951-1833, cell.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile sup-
plied and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, 
reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-
3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A 
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates. 
941-544-8658.

LIGHTHOUSE PROPERTY INNOVATIONS - home 
improvement experts! Tile, paint, carpentry and 
more, no job is too small. Please call Chris, 941- 
266-7500. 

LIGHT CARPENTRY AND home repairs, deck 
repairs, dock repairs. Retired tradesman and Island 
resident. Call Steve Doyle, 941-778-1708.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and 
out. Available April 1. Call 813-245-0428.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, 
upstairs duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/
month. Call 941-725-4190. 

Free wireless Internet at The Islander!

Enjoy the Web on us when you visit 

The Islander or Ooh La La!

Password: The Islander

End Transmission.
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

CAYMAN CAY Fabulous central island location, a short walk to 
pristine beach. Fully furnished 2BR/2BA with heated pool, covered 
parking, screened porch, barbecue area and extra storage. David 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #571827. $295,000.

CLOSE TO THE BEACH! Exceptional Island building lot with 
potential for fabulous Gulf views and short stroll to the beach. 
Zoned for single-family residence. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#572795. $499,000

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar-white sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets. 
See the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,299,000.

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-style home on sailboat 
water. Boatlift, open fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-
778-2246. #520397. $949,500.

EXQUISITE  Gulf views and luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
moldings accent high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops 
and stainless appliances. Designer-perfect furnishings. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000.

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY beautiful home in gated neighbor-
hood. One mile to the beach. 40-foot slip in protected basin, no 
bridges to bay. 4BR/3BA, over 3,000-sf, two master suites, pool/
spa. Maria Christenson and Sherry Flathman, 941-761-3100. 
#562359. $989,900

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT Panoramic views from this charming 
2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000.

DIRECT GULFFRONT 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous views. This 
top-fl oor end unit is offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals permitted. Dave Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #567192. $499,500

DIRECT MANATEE RIVERFRONT residence with panoramic views. 
Located on the south shore of the river close to downtown and 
I-75. House on two buildable lots, over 13,500 sf each, 90-foot river 
frontage. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #563551. $745,000.

A PLACE IN THE SUN!  First fl oor 2BR/1BA adjacent to pool. Easy 
access to bay and beach. Good rental with minimal restrictions, 1-7 
days, 52 times annually.  Updated and furnished. 941-778-2246. 
#542109. $245,000

LIFE IS GOOD and getting better! Million $$$ 
renovations almost complete on Island’s most 
desirable Gulffront complex, 2BR/2BA unit 
is the least expensive on market. Karen Day, 
941-518-3682. #570327. $629,000

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT well-
maintained 3BR/2BA canalfront residence 
with open fl oor plan, private setting with 
new dock, paver-brick patio and drive and 
excellent Island location. Dave Moynihan, 
941-720-0089. #564733. $549,500

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS Now available, 
several 1/2BR units, bayfront, pool side and 
other views. Some updated, phone for details. 
Park-like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. 
On-site rentals. Priced $229,000 - $449,000. 
941-778-2246.

WELL MAINTAINED 3BR/3BA residence on 
deep-water canal with short walk to beach. 
Open fl oor plan with hardwood fl oors, newer 
master suite, large covered porch and 21x17 
workshop. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#572802. $749,000

PRICE REDUCED in Summer Sands condo. 
Direct view of Gulf and beach, access to 
bay, community boat dock, heated pool/
spa. 2BR/2.5BA, covered parking, resident 
manager. Dixie Armbruster, 941-356-6002, 
941-778-2246. #545175. $383,000.

INCOME Annual tenant in place! End unit, bright 
and new! 3BR/2BA Hidden Lake condo, vaulted 
ceiling, screened lanai, one-car attached 
garage, lakeview, pool, spa and fi tness. Non-
evacuation zone. Penny Bray, 941-778-2246. 
#523475.  Price Reduced to $261,000

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

941-778-2115 • 1-877-346-7711

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

BEACHFRONT 
REAL ESTATE 

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

201 Gulf DrD ive ee N., Bradenton Beeacaach 

941-778-2115 • 1-8877777-3346-7711

Fractional Ownership 

Pre-Construction 
pricing starting at

$64,500 

RENTALS Continued

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month.  $1,000 security. 
941-962-5827. 

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $875/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home, fenced 
yard, $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex, com-
pletely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA NW 
Bradenton home, great yard and neighborhood, 
$1,500/month. Please, call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

CONDO ON Holmes Beach! 2BR/2BA beautifully 
remodeled, seasonal or annual. 941-761-1923.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH: 2BR/1.5BA close to 
the beach, $900/month, shared laundry. Small pet 
OK. Gulf-Bay Realty, 941-778-7244.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL 2BR/2BA elevated 
duplex with covered parking. Great porch and 
deck, washer/dryer hookup. $1,125/month. 941-
713-3214.

RENTAL: THREE-MONTH minimum or annual. 
Sarasota Bay view. Large 1BR/1BA, 1,000 sf, on 
third fl oor. Two heated pools and private Gulf beach 
cabana. By owner, 941-545-6118.

I WOULD LIKE to rent your vacant garage. Give me 
a call at 941-778-9537, Art.

COUPLE SEEKING 2BR/2BA condominium on 
beach for annual rental. Call 800-456-9646, or 
e-mail stanleyelectric@verizon.net.

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex in 
Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block to beach. 
$975/month. Pets considered. 941-725-2549.

ANNUAL GROUND-LEVEL 2BR/1BA duplex. 
Fridge, stove, washer, dryer, screened lanai, large 
yard. Pets considered, near community center and 
short walk to Gulf. $975/month. 941-896-6398.

MARCH 2008 VACATION rental home in northwest 
Bradenton. Minutes to the beach, updated 3BR/2BA. 
$750/week. 941-356-1456.

2BR CANAL HOME, close to markets and beach. 
Nice neighborhood with big yard, circle driveway. 
Furnished or unfurnished, $1,200 or $1,000. Call, 
941-795-0301. 

ANNUAL OR SEASONAL duplex in Bradenton 
Beach. 1BR/1BA, furnished with new carpet. Block 
from beach. Call 231-425-6571.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA DUPLEX in Anna Maria, near 
community center. Laundry hook-up in screened 
breezeway, water, sewer and trash removal included. 
$850/month. Call 941-756-8787 or 941-747-5071 or 
diamond8@mindspring.com.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH duplex, 2BR/2BA, 
garage, screened lanai. Quiet area. No pets. $950/
month. 941-776-1789.

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach more than Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 20,000 people weekly 

with your ad for as little as $12! with your ad for as little as $12! 
Call 778-7978Call 778-7978

Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive 
941.778-7978 • www.islander.org

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.



12-B  MARCH 5, 2008  THE ISLANDER

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

ANSWERS TO MAR. 5 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

RENTALS Continued

WEST BRADENTON TOWNHOUSE: 3BR/2.5BA, 
2.5-car garage. Maintenance, pool and cable 
included. Annual $1,150/month. 941-778-9710.

MARTINIQUE NORTH for April. 2BR/2BA reno-
vated with fabulous Gulf and bay views. Heated 
pool, tennis, garage. 941-761-4153.

LARGE DUPLEX 2,000 sf with garage in Sunny 
Shores. Quiet, close to everything, beaches. Avail-
able now. $900/month. 941-749-1238.

CONDO FOR RENT: 55-plus condo, 2BR/2BA, 
washer, dryer, pool. Six-month seasonal. Five miles 
to beach. $1,200. 941-778-1023.

HOLMES BEACH 2BR/2BA, large, separate util-
ity room with washer and dryer. Plenty of storage. 
Walking distance to beach. Outside shower with hot 
and cold water. Central heat and air conditioning. 
First, last and security. 941-779-2265.

ANNUAL RENTAL 2BR/2BA Bradenton condo. Boat 
slip, overlooking Tidy Island.1,880 sf, cathedral ceil-
ings, fi replace, basic furniture, water, cable, washer/
dryer, heated pool. Non-smokers. Occupancy May 
2008. $1,050/month. 941-727-1083.

MARTINIQUE SOUTH 2BR/2BA very nicely fur-
nished. Lanai, full ocean/beach view, garage. Two-
month minimum. 423-884-2598.

ANNUAL BEACHFRONT RENTAL needed start-
ing June 15, 2008. 2BD/2BA preferably with heated 
pool and lawn/pool care provided. Willing to sign 
two-year lease for right property. Need to accept 
cats. Call Cheryl Price, 1-800-609-6180, or e-mail 
me cheryl@contextnext.com if you have a property 
that fi ts my needs.

LONGBOAT KEY 2BR/2BA, Gulfview condo with 
den, community pool and spa. $1,700/month. 941-
737-7044.

FLAMINGO CAY IMMACULATE 3BR/2BA, two-car 
garage, canalfront, boat dock. Washer/dryer and 
cable included. $1,500/mo. 941-737-7044.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $310,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $599,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $439,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

REAL ESTATE Continued

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

KEY ROYALE POOL home on end of canal with 
large boat basin. Totally updated 2BR/2BA with 
family room, marble fl oors, cherry cabinets, Corian 
countertops and Corian in master bath, Furnished 
and ready for offers! $899,000. Deborah Thrasher, 
Wagner Realty, 941-518-7738 or www.fl gulf-
coast.net. 

ON THE BEACH! $399,000!! Condominium with 
boat dock both remodeled. 941-761-1923.

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Starting at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. 
Call for a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, 
Sandra Lee LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

71ST STREET CANAL home. 3BR/3BA, 1.5 
garage, vinyl, double-pane windows, two air condi-
tioners, split master. Boat lift and davits. Fruit trees 
and room for a pool. $729,000. 941-778-1620 or 
941-374-7250.

GULFFRONT CONDO, Holmes Beach 1-2BR totally 
remodeled, stainless-steel appliances. Two pools, 
carport, fabulous beach, Tommy Bahama furnished. 
$299,900. 616-540-4343.

FOR SALE BY owner: Waterfront lot, 52 by 110, two 
feeder docks, zoned ROR. 414 Pine Ave. $595,000 
net. 321-783-1373.

BRADENTON BEACH MOBILE home, Pines Park, 
2 Church St. Updated, cozy, furnished 1BR, bay-
view, covered parking and boat slip. $39,450. 941-
962-8220.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $144,900 lowest price in 
Village Green! Updated, move-in condition. Denise 
Langlois, Village Green specialist, Coldwell Banker, 
941-725-4425.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths
Room Additions

Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is ToTo, a 
Cairn terrier mix, 
7-months, male, 
high energy, 
neutered/shots, 
$175, Call Julie 
@ SunCoast, 
941-779-0202, or 

Manatee Humane Society 941-747-8808.

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  Licensed • Insured • Airport Permitted
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Pool Service
Yard Service
Landscaping

Irrigation • Uplighting

Shell • Mulch

778-4402

SUN 
MAINTENANCE 
& Service
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TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

REAL ESTATE Continued

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $184,900, dogs allowed! 
Well maintained, 1,913 sf, two-car garage, minutes 
to beach. Denise Langlois, Village Green specialist, 
Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $239,900, heated pool! 
Absolutely stunning, crown moldings, Corian coun-
ters, hardwood fl oors, 2,154 sf. $75,000 in upgrades! 
Denise Langlois, Village Green specialist, Coldwell 
Banker, 941-725-4425.

POOL HOME, WALK to bay and ten minutes to 
beach. $239,900 Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 
941-725-4425.

WANTED TO BUY on Anna Maria Island: small 
beach cottage with some owner fi nancing or pos-
sible lease option. 541-840-8064.

SANDPIPER 1BR/1BA mobile home. Patio, turn-
key furnished, adjacent parking, walk to the beach. 
$44,900. Call 941-778-5152.

PRE-FORCLOSURE SALE. Waterfront home, 
nicely remodeled. 3BR/2BA with caged pool, spa 
and boat dock. Take over payments. Owner direct. 
941-356-1456.

100 FEET TO Gulf beach. Low price and low fees. 
2BR/1BA nicely furnished. $249,000 or best offer. 
Realtor. 941-356-1456. 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE – Tortuga Beach Club – 
weeks 24 and 25, June 13 thru June 27, 2008. On 
the beach, fi ve stars, Sanibel Island. Call for price: 
561-791-9010.

VILLAGE GREEN 2BR/2BA, 2,254 sf. Completely 
updated, completely furnished, two-car garage. 
Beautiful condition. Reduced to $249,000. 941-
792-1809.

THE POINTE AT Mariners Cove: Waterfront 
3BR/2BA condo with a deep-water dock and huge, 
private garage. Open plan offers private elevator 
entry, fireplace, wet bar, three lanais. Reduced 
$250,000. Call Barbara Jennings, Michael Saun-
ders & Company. 941-773-0180. Open 1-4p.m., 
Sunday, March 9

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

ISLAND ALTERNATIVE: Newly built, over 3,000 sf, 
northwest Bradenton $619,000. 5BR/3BA with pool. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

VILLAGE GREEN: MINUTES to beach. Updated 
4BR/2BA pool home, $309,000. Real Estate Mart, 
941-756-1090.

REAL ESTATE Continued

WATERFRONT ON MANATEE River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

FOR SALE: PINES Trailer Park, unit 67, Midge 
Court. Remodeled 2007. Asking $55,000. 631-258-
7722.

FULL GULF VIEWS from most rooms! Also bay and 
pool views. Turnkey furnished 2BR/2BA end-unit. 
Nicely updated kitchen with stainless steel and gran-
ite. Two large screened balconies, secure building, 
washer and dryer in unit. Boat dock, tennis court. 
Good rental income possible. $499,000. Owner, 
941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

ATTENTION BOATERS! OPEN 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 9.  Custom Key West-style home in Cove 
Sound, Cortez.  Gated community off Intracostal. 
Deeded 40-foot boat slip.  $1,150,000. Lynn Parker, 
RoseBay Real Estate  Call for directions. 941-321-
2736.

NORTHWEST BRADENTON, MINUTES to beach. 
Remodeled 3BR/2BA. Oversized two-car garage 
with family room and fenced yard. $299,000. Owner, 
941-256-1456.

LONGBOAT KEY UPDATED 3BR/2BA with two-car 
garage and private master bedroom suite. $699,000. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

WHITEFIELD ESTATES 4BR/3BA estate to settle. 
$299,000 or best offer. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-
1090. 

SINGLE STORY VILLA with breathtaking golf 
course views, cathedral ceilings, 2BR/2BA split 
plan. Course equity. Play year-round for $175. 
Minutes to beaches, Timber Creek is active 55+ 
pet-friendly community with elegant clubhouse, 
heated pool/spa, sauna, tennis and many social 
opportunities. Pre-listing special $199,000. Open 
1-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Turn south at 6100 
W. Cortez, take fi rst left to: 4642 Red Maple Rd. 
Phone 941.794.0475 or 219.221.0661

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAIN homesites from 
$59,900, minutes to Asheville, N.C. Enjoy sweeping 
mountain vistas, a mile of riverfront, walking/fi tness 
trails and more. Amenities include gated entrance, 
lodge and riverside barbecue. Excellent fi nancing 
available. Call for more info or to schedule tour. 877-
890-5253, ext. 3484, www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com. 
Offer void where prohibited by law.

ASHEVILLE, N.C., land bargains up to 30 percent 
below appraisal. www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com.

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

Affordable
Handyman

Tim Hyland
Island Resident

941.778.5746
cell (231) 218-6600

Insured • Guaranteed work
Free Estimates



14-B  MARCH 5, 2008  THE ISLANDER

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 T
im

es
 S

un
da

y 
M

ag
az

in
e 

C
ro

ss
w
or

d

Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 12-B

FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* – CALL 778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.
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FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS: Almost two acres 
of beautiful land with breathtaking views near the 
Smoky Mountains. Large trees and great building 
site. Only $39,500. 800-632-2212, http://valleytown-
realty.com, valleytownrealty@verizon.net.

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS TWO acres on mountain 
top near New River State Park, great fi shing, view, 
private, $29,500 must sell. Call owner 866-789-
8535.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

LAKEFRONT GRAND OPENING! March 15, 2008. 
Only fi ve acres, $44,900 with deep, dockable water! 
Save $10,000! Gorgeous wooded acreage. Boat 
directly to Gulf of Mexico! Excellent fi nancing. Call about 
no closing costs special, 800-564-5092, ext. 1024.

TENNESSEE LAND SALE! Three acres and 
log cabin only $59,900! Saturday, March 8! New 
2,128-sf log cabin package on three acres of farm-
land with spectacular views. One mile to Nicklaus 
designed golf course. Near Tennessee River and 
recreational lake. Or choose fi ve acres with crys-
tal-clear mountain stream just $34,900. Excellent 
fi nancing. Call and ask about how to pay no closing 
costs. 866-999-2290 ext. 1736.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NORTH CAROLINA GATED lakefront community. 
150 miles of shoreline and great mountain views. 
Call now, 800-709-5253.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

WATERFRONT ANOTHER HOT Summer? Escape 
to Wisconsin! Lake Michigan waterfront condo new 
2BR with your own protected deep-water dock 
$235,000. 800-265-2537 www.landsofwi.com.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

 

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

Stunning bayviews from this 4br/3ba Key West-style home with large screened lanai, offi ce, 
bonus room and three-car garage with shop. Tropical landscape surrounds lagoon-style pool. 
Long dock with two slips and 20,000lb lift. Very special home.                 $1,199,000. 

83 North Shore Dr Adorable 
Cape Cod-style home with 
4BR and pool in “Old Town” 
Anna Maria. Walk to shops 
restaurant and beach. 

$849,000.

INTRODUCING

PRICE REDUCED

6404 Gulf Dr. Gulffront 3BR/3BA 
luxury condo. Feels like a home with 
lots of windows. Designer furnished 
in British West Indies-style. 

$1,699,000.

3209 Gulf Dr Palm Isle Village–
adorable cottages just 300 feet from 
beach. Charmingly furnished! 

 
From the $425’s.

SKY Sotheby’s Spring 
Portfolio Auction

April 11, 2008
Call Terry Hayes to fi nd out if your 

property can be included in the auction.

Gail 
Tutewiler, PA

Top Producing Realtor

941-705-0227 
Toll Free 1-866-587-8559 

GailTuteRE@aol.com

3224 EAST BAY DRIVE
HOLMES BEACH

www.Wedebrock.com

TIME TO BUY! OFFERS COMING IN!
CORTEZ VILLAGE LOT:   4424 124th St. Ct. , utilities available.  Just $179,000
BAYVIEW TERRACE:   1/1 Bay views, updated, pool & park on bay. $214,900
IMPERIAL HOUSE:  2/1 ground floor.  Gulf to bay, pool, clubhouse, fishing pier   $219,900
IMPERIAL HOUSE:  2/1 upstairs with gulf view, pool, clubhouse, fishing pier      $249,900
BAYVIEW TERRACE: 2/1 Bay Views, totally updated, pool & park on bay     $249,900
FLAMINGO CAY:  2/2 1358 SF, canalfront condo w/ dock, new kitchen, tennis, pool   $272,900
NEW FOUNTAINHEAD:  2/2 Updated end unit, steps to beach.  Great rental (30k)! $324,900.
WESTBAY POINT & MOORINGS:  2/2 open plan, canalfront, light & bright, pools, 
hottubs, tennis   $314,900
CAYMAN CAY:  2/2,  End unit with side windows, carport, near beach   $339,900
RUNAWAY BAY:  2/2 ground fl oor, light & bright updated, onsite rentals   $359,000
BAYVIEW TERRACE: End unit with full bay view, updated, new open kitchen $379,000
PALMA SOLA TRACE:  New home 3/2 with caged pool, lakefront    $389,000
WESTBAY COVE:  Gorgeous ground fl oor 2/2 with pool view   $399,000
MARTINIQUE SOUTH:  2/2 1st floor up end unit, gulffront w/ views, carport  $439,000
NORTH BEACH VILLAGE:  Only standalone home, 3/3, wraparound porch , pool $482,000
229 S. HARBOR:  Beautiful 3/2 elevated home, open fl oorplan,  boat launch   
$518,900 (plus $5000 buyer bonus)
AVENUE E DUPLEX:  2/1 each side, 2 laundry rooms, furnished, steps to beach.  $524,900
308 64TH HB:  4BR/2BA elevated wood floors, 2 porches, caged pool.  $549,000
COQUINA MOORINGS:  3/2, open plan, boat dock, full bay & gulf views, pool, 
rental & pet friendly  $599,000
MARTINIQUE SOUTH:  Updated 6th floor end unit with panoramic gulf and bay views. $649,000.
MARTINIQUE NORTH:  Updated 2nd fl oor end unit, low fees, great views  $689,500

REAL ESTATE LLC

Huge price reduction. Light, bright, ground-
fl oor, 2BR/2BA end unit. Heated pool, ten-
nis court. Close to the beach. $339,000.

WESTBAY POINT 

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 or 
e-mail piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna Maria Island. Gated community, 
24-hour guard,  heated pool, tennis courts, club house. Bring your family 
and enjoy this secluded paradise.  Buy before January to earn the income 
from February and March rentals.  $299,000.

PERICO BAY CLUB

KEY ROYALE
Great location, reasonable 
price. 3BR/3BA home with 
private dock, protected deep 
and true sail-boat water wa-
ter. Partial view of Bimini Bay. 
Heated pool, 2 car garage, 
new air-conditioner.  Only 
$669,000.

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

PERICO BAY CLUB

Available At … ...

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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