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Affaire — one to remember
A long-standing tradition was retired at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center’s annual fundraiser, 
Affaire to Remember, with the fi nal gavel on the 
auction of Stewart Moon’s tropical vest and bow tie. 
What began as a lark 10 years ago when the auction-
eer sold Moon’s “black-tie accessories,” raised more 
than $20,000 over the years, but no more. Joe Miller, 
left, last year’s successful bidder, started the bidding 
Saturday night at $1,000. This year’s high bidder is 
Bob Johnson, right, who will forever have the Affaire 
vest for his $1,700 bid. More on the auction, page 
15. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

DEP agrees to extend beach renourishment boundary
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 For the dozen or so Anna Maria residents living 
along North Shore Drive who have seen their water-
front property slowly erode into Tampa Bay the past 
fi ve years, there’s fi nally some good news. 
 Just two weeks ago it looked like those property 
owners would be shut out of the next beach renourish-
ment project.
 But Florida Department of Environment specialist 
Catherine Florko told Manatee County Conservation 

Lands Management Department director Charlie Hun-
sicker last week that the DEP could “cost share on work 
beyond the designated monument ranges.”
 Florko said that after hearing Hunsicker’s request, 
she discussed the erosion in the area just north of the 
Rod & Reel Pier with other DEP specialists and they 
had agreed the area is “critically eroded” and eligible 
for renourishment.
 That means that the planned 2011-12 Anna Maria 
beach renourishment project that was projected to termi-
nate a few hundred yards north of the Rod & Reel Pier 

can now extend farther south to encompass the sands 
in front of the waterfront houses that were excluded 
from renourishment in 2002, and not scheduled to be 
included the next renourishment project.
 “This is good news,” said Anna Maria Mayor Fran 
Barford after learning of the DEP’s decision.
 Good news indeed because the city and county had 
tried desperately to include houses in the affected area 
in the project, but had believed they would be shut out 
because the structures were located south of the R-1 

Mural makeover
A group of artists from Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, gathers to repair and repaint the 
2001 mural outside the gallery. Pictured are Marlane Wurzbach, standing on the ladder, Barbara Orear is sit-
ting on the ladder, and next, left to right, are Cecy Richardson, Shirley Dean, Susan Bonser and John Bonser. 
Islander Photo: John Bonser

DOT builds new 
Island ‘rep’

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Back in the mid-1990s, when the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation fi rst proposed a fi xed-span, 
high-rise bridge to replace Anna Maria Island draw-
bridges, the reputation of DOT offi cials at the time 
could have been considered condescending at best, and 
antagonistic at worst.
 Shouting matches, threats and lawsuits from Island-
ers, including the Save Anna Maria organization, 
greeted the DOT and its minions, both in and out of 
public meetings on the issue. Islanders came to regard 
DOT staffers as harbingers of red tide, citrus canker 
and bad breath — and that might be putting it mildly.
  Replacement plans for the Cortez Bridge were with-
drawn and a rehab program was enacted. The DOT then 
looked north to the Anna Maria Island Bridge and made 
plans to replace that span, prompting further outcry. 
That plan was eventually scrapped by a less-than-happy 
DOT after lawsuits and a negative response from the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
 Ten years later, however, there appears to be a 
kinder, gentler DOT doing business on the Island.

Neighbors eye bayfront 
development near Cortez 

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 Neighbors of the proposed Peninsula Bay develop-
ment, more than 1,000 strong, are keeping a sharp eye 
on the project to make sure it doesn’t bring them traffi c 
or safety problems or threaten Palma Sola Bay. 
 Heading the watchdog effort is the Cortez Penin-
sula Citizens Coalition, quickly organized by about 20 
homeowners associations in the surrounding area when 
Manatee Fruit Co. launched its proposed Peninsula Bay. 
The neighbors want to be sure they’re included in any 
planning meetings along with Manatee Fruit and Mana-
tee County planners, said Lynn Henneman, speaking 
for the coalition. 
 “We recognize the owner’s right to develop the 
property,” she said. “We want to be sure it progresses 
within the county’s comprehensive plan.”
 The Manatee Fruit Co. proposal covers 346 acres of 
farmland just northeast of Cortez between Cortez Road 
and Palma Sola Bay. The Peninsula Bay project is pro-
posed to include 1,123 homes with 574 condominiums 
in fi ve-story buildings, plus commercial space and an 
extensive marine facility. 
 To make way for this, the company has asked 
Manatee County to rezone the land from agriculture 

to mixed use. The county’s comprehensive plan now 
envisions residential use, which wouldn’t accommodate 
Peninsula Bay’s commercial and marine operation pro-
posal. 
 An exploratory meeting a month ago with Manatee 
Fruit and Manatee County offi cials drew criticism from 
neighboring residential areas, not so much against the 
residential aspects of Peninsula Bay, but against a boat 
ramp. 
 The rezoning proposal is now in the county’s 
processes at staff level, with the planning department 
working with Peninsula to form a development plan 
that will be presented to the county commission for 
discussion.
 The citizens’ coalition doesn’t anticipate much 
movement on the proposal until spring, which is just as 
well because the Easter holiday is complicating chances 
for members’ meetings, Henneman said. 
 “We understand that the plans are in a preliminary 
stage,” she said, “but the coalition’s goal is to work 
with the company and the county from the very start to 
foster development criteria that fi t into the Cortez pen-
insula area’s existing residential and commercial mix 
and also protects the tranquility and quality of Palma 
Sola Bay.”

PLEASE SEE DEP, NEXT PAGE

PLEASE SEE DOT, NEXT PAGE
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monument which designates where the Gulf of Mexico 
— and DEP renourishment — begins. 
  The new renourishment area includes the home 
owned by Joan Dickinson, who has battled erosion 
and saltwater intrustion on her property since at least 
October 2002.
 Fact is, were it not for Dickinson’s refusal to accept 
the “status quo,” she and other affected homeowners 
might never have benefi ted from the DEP’s offer.
 When Hunsicker spoke to the city commission 
Feb. 12 about the 2011-12 renourisment project, he told 
Dickinson that her property was outside the marker that 
designated the beginning of the Gulf of Mexico — at 
least what the DEP considers the Gulf.
 But Dickinson challenged Hunsicker and Barford to 
not accept what the DEP said and demand they resurvey 
the area to pinpoint the R-1 marker. 
 “This is truly surprising and outstanding news for 
us and those in Anna Maria whose homes have been 
threatened and lives consumed with worry,” Hunsicker 
said.
 “Thanks to [Barford] and the rest of the city com-
mission, we got surprising good news,” noted Hun-
sicker. “The state has opened the door to a solution and 
funding assistance.”
 The Anna Maria City Commission agreed whole-
heartedly at its Feb. 12 meeting to support the 2011-12 
renourishment effort along city shores and will work to 
secure the required easements and parking spaces.
 Dickinson was ecstatic that her home and others in the 
area are now eligible for beach renourishment and thanked 
Barford, Hunsicker and the Anna Maria City Commission 
for backing her efforts and the 2011-12 project.
 “I’m excited and just so thankful that the mayor 
and Charlie followed my suggestion. It’s an example of 
government agencies working together to help people. 
Now, I won’t have to worry about my home sliding into 
Tampa Bay,” she added.
 Planning for the 2011-12 renourishment has, not 
including the 1.5 mile Anna Maria portion, is expected 
to cost about $7.5 million — in 2008 dollars. The proj-
ect will be funded by state and county sources, includ-
ing the “bed tax” collected by owners of rental units.

DEP agrees to help with beach
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 Deb Hunt, the DOT District 1 director of opera-
tions, was quick to respond last October to public criti-
cism of DOT’s failed communications with the public 
about a planned 75-day traffi c closure of the bridge 
starting in April, as part of its $9.1 million bridge reha-
bilitation project.
 Following public input, the DOT reorganized its 
work schedule and contract to accommodate Islanders 
concerns, changing the closure dates to Sept. 29-Nov. 
13, a 45-day closure period during the slow period for 
Island tourism.
 And when SAM president Billie Martini of Holmes 
Beach asked the DOT about new U.S. Coast Guard 
regulations on the clearance height of bridges built 
along the Intracoastal Waterway, the DOT responded 
with a personal visit to Martini by Albert Rosenstein, 
the agency’s engineering manager in Sarasota.
 “I was pleasantly surprised,” said Martini, adding 
that the last thing she expected out of the DOT follow-
ing her inquiry was a personal visit.
 “I had asked for information and he came to my 

house and brought the information. We talked about a 
new bridge and he said he would come to a SAM meet-
ing with other DOT offi cials to discuss a new bridge. 
I’m very pleased that the DOT is being so nice after 
what happened before.”
 Martini said she’ll invite Rosenstein and other DOT 
representatives to make a presentation as they obtain more 
information from the current study for a new bridge.
 “I think we’ll wait until they have more informa-
tion, but he seemed very interested in hearing what we 
have to say. I’m impressed,” she said.
 DOT spokesperson Cindy Clemmons-Adente said 
the DOT has already begun the groundwork for the 
study (see related story).
 And in keeping with the kinder, gentler DOT spirit, 
the department has mailed out 5,500 questionnaires/
newsletters to Islanders and interested parties asking 
for input on a new bridge. The letter said that the input 
will be included in the fi nal report, expected later this 
year. 
 Hunt said last October that it would take at least 
a year before the study is complete, and that the DOT 
would hold a public meeting on the Island this summer 
for input into the study.
 At a minimum, it will be about seven to nine years 
before any construction would begin, she said then.
 The current $9.1 million rehabilitation project 
for the bridge will extend the lifespan of the structure 
another 15 years, Hunt has indicated. Long enough to 
get a new bridge planned and built.
 The rehab project offi cially began Feb. 4, when 
work crews from Quinn Construction Company of Pal-
metto began placing equipment in a fenced storage area 
at the east entrance of the bridge in anticipation of the 
start of any construction or demolition.
 According to the DOT’s project Web site, the com-
pany will begin moving in portable hydraulic equipment 
in the near future. Quinn closed the north sidewalk of the 
bridge last week as workers prepared to install the equip-
ment that will be used to raise and lower the draw during 
repairs to the main electrical component of the span.
 For the most up-to-date information on the project, 
members of the public can go on the Internet to www.
amibridgerehab.com. People without Internet access can 
call 941-792-0369 to obtain information.

DOT improves Island reputation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Help at last
Anna Maria resident Joan Dickinson watched these 
waves splash against and over the seawall at her 
North Shore Drive residence just north of the Rod & 
Reel Pier several years ago. The area is now eligible 
for beach renourishment under the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s critically eroded 
shore guidelines. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
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Meetings

New bridge study 
under way, public 

input sought
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The Florida Department of Transportation has begun 
a project development and environmental (PD&E) study 
of the Anna Maria Island Bridge to determine whether 
or not the bridge needs to be replaced subsequent to 
completion of the current $9.1 million rehabilitation 
project — expected to extend the life of the bridge 10 
to 15 years.
 According to the DOT Web site for the study, 
DOT offi cials will examine what type of structure, if 
any, should be built, including the merits of a high-
rise bridge or a bascule (draw) bridge. The study will 
also look at inclusion of up-to-date barrier walls, 
whether the bridge should be two lanes or four lanes 
and whether pedestrian and bicycle amenities can be 
included. A “no-build” alternative will also be exam-
ined, along with the environmental impact of any new 
bridge constsruction.
 The study is expected to take about 12 months and 
the fi ndings of the study will be presented to the public 
and government offi cials upon conclusion.
 The DOT has mailed out 5,500 newsletters to 
Islanders and concerned residents asking for comments 
and inviting questions about a new bridge. Included 
in the newsletter was a statement from the DOT that 
the “design, right-of-way, and construction phases for 
the replacement of the Anna Maria Island Bridge are 
NOT scheduled in the FDOT tentative fi ve-year work 
program.”
 In addition, people interested in obtaining a ques-
tionnaire, adding comments or getting on the DOT 
mailing list for information on the progress of the study 
are asked to call Chris Piazza of the DOT at 863-519-
2293, or e-mail Piazza at chris.piazza@dot.state.fl .us. 
 “Public involvement will be an extremely important 
component” of the study, said the newsletter. “A public 
information workshop will be scheduled this summer to 
provide interested persons an opportunity” to offer the 
DOT input on the study and offer alternatives. A formal 
public hearing to “display the preferred alternative(s),” 
will be held this fall, the DOT said.
 The DOT, in keeping with its 2008 approach to new 
bridge construction, did not stop with just that offer to 
the Island public.
 DOT representatives are available to governmental 
agencies, groups and organizations for a presentation 
on the status of the study, the letter said.
 The bridge already has been classifi ed as “structur-
ally sound,” but “functionally obsolete,” by DOT engi-
neer Pepe Garcia (The Islander, Aug. 8, 2007), but its 
“safety” level ranking is at a 5, the lowest possible DOT 
rating to keep any bridge operational for vehicular traffi c. 
If the next inspection — scheduled for later this year — 
fi nds the service level at 4 or below, the DOT may have 
to close the bridge to vehicular traffi c until repairs bring 
the structure back up to at least a 5 rating, Garcia said.
 For more information on the PD&E, the DOT has a 
Web site at www.annamariaislandbridge.com. The site 
can also be accessed through a link at the bridge rehab 
Web site. Public comments regarding both the renova-
tion project and the study of a replacement bridge can 
be made at the Web site, the DOT said.

Anna Maria City
Feb. 28, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
March 4, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
March 6, 6 p.m., charter review committee meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Feb. 28, 5 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
March 6, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Feb. 28, 7 p.m., planning commission meeting.
March 5, 5 p.m., parks and beautifi cation committee 
meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

SAM/ManaSota-88 
merger broached

By Paul Roat
 Blending Save Anna Maria Inc. into the environ-
mental group ManaSota-88 was broached at Saturday’s 
meeting of the local group, with a decision tabled to a 
later meeting.
 ManaSota-88, as its president Glenn Compton said, 
is a not-for-profi t organization — as is SAM — but 
is basically organized to deal with public health and 
environmental issues. It’s primary purpose, he said, is 

dealing with litigation on issues its board determines 
are important. 
 Compton said that he and his organization would 
welcome SAM, but that SAM would have to dissolve 
as an organization to merge with ManaSota-88.
 SAM has had a waning membership since its incep-
tion about 12 years ago, when it was formed to oppose 
construction of a high, fi xed-span bridge to replace the 
Anna Maria Island Bridge linking Holmes Beach to 
Perico Island. That fi ght led to lawsuits in which SAM 
prevailed and the big bridge plan was dropped by state 
offi cials. 
 During the discussion of bridges, former SAM 
president Katie Pierola urged that the organization 
should start working now with the Florida Department 
of Transportation to deal with its plans for any new 
Anna Maria Island Bridge. 
 She suggested the DOT rehabilitate both the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge and the Cortez Bridge “the right 
way,” plus build a third bridge that would facilitate 
traffi c to and from Longboat Key. 
 A fl urry of motions were made regarding the pro-
posed merger of SAM with ManaSota-88: to merge and 
to poll members regarding the merger. In the end, the 
matter was tabled.
 In other business, SAM approved a new slate of 
offi cers for the year. President will be Billie Martini, 
vice president will be Jim Kissick, treasurer will be 
Carol Soustek and secretary will be Nancy Deal. 

Rehab center
Workers for Quinn Construction Company of Palmetto closed the north sidewalk from east to west on the Anna 
Maria IslandBridge last week for the beginning of the Florida Department of Transportation’s $9.1 million 
renovation project. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Big golf cart purchase 
approved by WMFR

By Paul Roat
 West Manatee Fire & Rescue District Commission-
ers approved the purchase of a new piece of equip-
ment: a $71,000 “multi-purpose all-terrain vehicle for 
response and recovery missions,” according to the pro-
posal.
 The little vehicle, equipped with firefighting 
equipment including water and foam tanks, a fi re 
pump and hose reel and rescue equipment, is to serve 
for “access and response to the proposed Robinson 
Preserve, fi rst-in teams, street fairs and festivals, 
parades and other areas where conventional fi re appa-
ratus would not be able to traverse or have reduced 
capabilities.”
 Other locations where the little fi re truck could be 
used are Leffi s Key, Riverview Pointe, Perico Preserve 
and the Neal Preserve, all areas where a standard fi re 
truck cannot traverse, according to reports. 
 “We’ve got 820 acres of preserves and more than 
7 miles of trails in our district,” Fire Chief Andy Price 
said. “We can’t get to that with our standard equipment. 
Our problem is getting people out without foot power 
through rough terrain.”
 Commissioners approved the purchase of the 
vehicle, with an expected delivery date of about three 
months. It will be stored at Fire Station No. 4 on the 
mainland and trailered to its needed location.
 In other business, fi re commissioners agreed to hold 
a facilities work session at 5 p.m. Feb. 27.
 Price also said that meetings would continue with 
Florida Department of Transportation offi cials and con-
tractors regarding the closure of the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge later this year regarding how the district will 
handle emergency response for the estimated 45-day 
closure of the span. 
 He said that the worst-case scenario of adding addi-
tional equipment and manpower could cost $236,000, 
which would be paid by the DOT. 

Home tour to benefi t 
Red Cross

 The Egret’s Landing will present a home tour 
Thursday, Feb. 28, to raise money for the American 
Red Cross Manatee County chapter.
 The event will feature a tour of three homes deco-
rated by the Egret’s Landing, as well as a raffl e and 
silent auction.
 Also, 10 percent of the proceeds from inventory 
sold from the store that day will be dedicated to the 
American Red Cross, according to a news release.
 The tour will begin at 5:30 p.m. at Egret’s Landing, 
5602 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. The tour also will 
end at the store with a silent auction. And owners John 
and Barb Jaeger will serve wine and appetizers.
 For more information or to reserve a ticket, call the 
store at 941-792-8686.
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Grassy Point may need new study 

Grassy Point lies to the south of the Anna Maria Island Bridge on the east shore of Holmes Beach. City offi -
cials and scientists with the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program continue to work to obtain the permission needed 
to create a preserve there. Islander Photo: Jack Elka

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Another review – this time an archeological survey 
— may be needed before site work can begin at the 
Grassy Point preserve in Holmes Beach.
 Holmes Beach city officials thought they were 
nearly fi nished with the permitting process for trans-
forming the land purchased in 2000 into a nature pre-
serve. In October 2007, the Southwest Water Man-
agement District approved a permit — good for fi ve 
years — for habitat restoration in the 34-acre aquatic 
preserve.
 But, according to Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Boh-
nenberger, an archeological survey of the site may also 
be required by the Florida Department of Historical 
Resources.
 “I didn’t think we needed the survey,” Bohnen-
berger said. “It’s for the entire Grassy Point area.”
 Offi cials with the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, 
city hall’s partner in the project, also thought the survey 
unnecessary.
 “We’re trying to work through the archaeology 
question right now with the state,” said SBEP senior 
scientist Gary Raulerson. “We had a local expert do a 
quick once-over on the site and … he didn’t think a 
large-scale survey is warranted. We are waiting for a 
response from the state.”
 The local expert, Terra Ceia archeologist Bill 
Burger, drafted a recent letter outlining his position.
 Burger said he examined historical information 
at the Manatee County Property Appraiser’s Offi ce, 
including aerial photographs.
 “This review and my fi eld visit indicate that the low 
peninsular upland on the parcel is a natural feature,” 
Burger said. “It was likely created by a past west-to-east 
overwash of shelly sand from the Gulf side of Anna 
Maria. It is of low elevation … with much of the land-
form feathering down into the surrounding mangrove 
swamp.”
 Burger also wrote that some elevated areas appear 
to be made of redeposited spoil from the complex of 
adjacent drainage ditches excavated during the 1950s/
early 1960s. The small ‘island’ off the northeastern tip 
of the peninsula is entirely redeposited spoil.”
 In other words, it doesn’t appear that the restoration 
of Grassy Point will impact any historical resources.
 Burger said he inspected the area, including the 
spoil piles within the mangrove swamp, and did not 
see “any indications of anthropogenic activities. This 
was rather surprising, given that this landform located 
so close to the bay would have made an ideal location 
for a prehistoric occupation producing shell-midden 
debris. The reason for the absence of any evidence of 
such use here might be the presence of the very large 
Perico Island archaeological complex located directly 
across the bay.”
 After the matter of the archeological study is 
resolved, local offi cials expect to forge ahead with 
creating the preserve.
 Tied into the preserve project — up to but not 
through the protected site — will be a golf cart cross-
ing at East Bay and Gulf drives.
 “It is the only place we can bring them across the 
road,” the mayor said, adding that permission to cross 
State Road 789 at that location will further open the 
city to golf-cart cruising. He said the carts could “loop 
behind Mike Norman Realty.”

 The Grassy Point project is part of the comprehen-
sive fi ve-year habitat restoration plan SBEP created in 
2003 to restore intertidal and submerged aquatic habi-
tats and create an artifi cial fi shery habitat.
 Using state funds in 2000, the city purchased large 
portions of Grassy Point, the area generally north of 
Mike Norman Realty on Gulf Drive at East Bay Drive 
and south of Sandy Point condos. 
 In November 2006, the city commission authorized 
an agreement between the city and SBEP that set forth 
how the project should proceed, including funding. 
SBEP came up with 50 percent of the $80,000 needed 
for the fi rst phase of the project, including $10,000 from 
the U.S. Interior Department’s Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Holmes Beach is providing the remaining $40,000. 
About $30,000 of the funds will be used for permitting 
and planning and $50,000 for exotic removal, habitat 
restoration and maintenance.
 “Restoration activities will … improve tidal circu-
lation and re-establish natural hydroperiods,” according 
to a project outline from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. “Restoration will eliminate non-native plant 
species, thus contributing to the recovery of natural 
mangrove, salt marsh and seagrass communities. It is 
believed that the loss of these vital habitats and associ-
ated declines in water quality have resulted in reduced 
fi sheries in Sarasota Bay. It is estimated that Sarasota 
Bay is approximately 50 percent as productive as his-
torically documented. The future of the bay’s fi sher-
ies depends on the community’s ability to restore and 
enhance wetlands and seagrass habitats and restore 
water quality.”
 Much of last year was spent preparing permit appli-
cations for submission for state and federal review of 
the project, which includes the installation of an ele-
vated boardwalk in sections, an observation tower and 
an observation platform at the shore of Anna Maria 
Sound.

Farmers and 
buyers welcome
The Historic Bridge 
Street Merchants 
Association hosted a 
new event Saturday, 
a farmer’s market on 
Bridge Street, with 
fl owers, produce, 
art and oddities for 
sale, and non-profi t 
organizations partici-
pating. The event and 
the produce proved 
to be popular and 
the event will again 
be offered March 29. 
Islander Photos: 
Nancy Ambrose

Miller won’t seek 
fourth term in AM

 Anna Maria City Commissioner Duke Miller won’t 
be seeking a fourth consecutive term, he announced 
Feb. 23.
 Miller said he is making his annoucement now to 
give anyone interested in running for the seat “ample 
time to think about stepping up to the plate.”
 Miller also said he is confi dent he’s leaving the 
commission “at a time when our city is in terrific 
shape.”
 Stormy commission meetings have been consigned 
to the past, he indicated, and Mayor Fran Barford’s 
administration is “running like a Swiss watch: respon-
sive, organized and responsible.”
 He also praised commission chairman John Quam 
for his “judicious direction” of commission meetings.
 “The city is in a good fi nancial position, with ade-
quate reserves and a ‘fi ne-tuned’ budget.
 “I wish to express my sincerest appreciation to all 
who supported me and our city’s causes the last fi ve 
years. It has been a true pleasure to serve,” he said.
 When Miller fi rst sought offi ce in 2002, he ran on 
a platform that included solving Anna Maria’s long-
standing parking problems. With that issue safely 
tucked away and a new parking ordinance in place, he 
said he’s satisfi ed that he accomplished his mission.
 “Serving our city government has been a fulfi lling 
experience,” he concluded.

Live from AME
Jack Shinn, a fi fth-grader at Anna Maria Elementary 
School, helps broadcast the school’s morning tele-
vision program to classrooms. Students take turns 
working in the control room during the news telecast. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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Anna Maria Island Heritage Day Anna Maria Island Heritage Day 
10 am to 4 pm • Saturday • March 1  

 On Pine Avenue in Anna Maria City 

Arts and crafts, food and refreshments from the City 
Jail, tours of the historical museum and 

Belle Haven Cottage!  
Plus Settlers Bread, Clowns, 

The AMI Privateers and Palm Frond 
Weaving Demonstrations

Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!

Music by:
Gulf Drive & Friends

Anna Maria Island Historical Society & Museum 
402 Pine Ave. • For information, call 778-0492. 

Enjoy Burgers • Hot Dogs
Chicken & BBQ Sandwiches

Sponsored in part by Budweiser

111111100% of proceeds benefi t 2-year-old 
LLLLLLLexi Antorino of Palmetto, who was 
iiiiinjured in a swing-set accident. Please, 
jjjjjoin us to help Lexi and her family. 

3 Bands: Hammers & Adams, Doug 
Bidwell and Larry Stokes 

Live DJ • Live Remote Radio 
and TV Broadcasts

Raffl es • Prizes • Fun

Join us at …JJJJoin us at …

Noon-5 • Saturday
March 1

C

12507 Cortez Road at the Cortez Fishing Center • (941)  565-0683

Bradenton 
planners back 

boat ramp
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Bradenton’s planning commission signed off on a 
special-use permit for a boat ramp and dock to be built 
at the southwest section of the Palma Sola Causeway 
beach.
 The ramp, if approved by the Bradenton City Coun-
cil this week, will eventually replace an existing boat 
ramp across the road at the northeast section of the 
causeway.
 The new ramp, identifi ed as a key goal by the advi-
sory Palma Sola Scenic Highway Corridor Manage-
ment Entity, is a joint project involving Bradenton and 
Manatee County. County commissioners approved an 
agreement clearing the way for the construction and 
operation of the boat ramp in the 11000 block of Mana-
tee Avenue/State Road 64 earlier this month.
 The ramp would be built of concrete and measure 
about 15 feet by 60 feet. A dock would measure about 
60 feet by 8 feet. And a parking lot made of shell would 
consist of 11 trailer spaces and four passenger-vehicle 
spaces.
 The proposed county/city agreement would involve 
the city overseeing the construction of the ramp by 
Seaway Marine, as well as the parking lot. The county 
would then maintain the ramp. Funding for the project 
would come from boater registration fees collected by 
the county.
 City and county offi cials hope to get permission 
for the boat ramp in time for construction to begin in 
early March. Otherwise, construction may be put off 
until next December, when the winter tides return.

A conceptual site plan for the new ramp already has 
been reviewed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion. The Florida Department of Transportation also has 

The view of the causeway from the air. The new boat ramp would be at the end of the southwest section. 
Islander Photo: Jack Elka

approved the project.
 Bradenton’s planning department development 
review manager Ruth Seewer analyzed plans for the 
boat ramp for city planning commissioners.
 Seewer noted that the boat ramp is proposed for a 
“high-intensity public waterfront park” and that “the 
city and county mutually want to provide recreational 
facilities for its residents.”
 Seewer also said the existing ramp on the northeast 
side of the causeway “is in poor condition and often 
unused.”
 The current ramp, according to Ingrid McClellan of 
the Palma Sola Scenic Highway Corridor Management 
Entity, apparently was built without a permit and poses 
a traffi c problem.
 “The old ramp is in a location where four lanes 
along State Road 64 merge to two lanes,” McClellan 
said, adding that public safety will be improved with 
the relocation of the ramp. “The narrow shoreline at 
the northeast portion can not accommodate boat trailer 

parking. In addition, there are overhead utility lines 
where the old slab is located, making the area hazard-
ous.”
 The planning commission backed the department’s 
recommendation to approve at the facility.
 The issue will be on the Bradenton City Council 
agenda on Wednesday, Feb. 27. The council previously 
endorsed the relocation of the boat ramp in February 
2003, when it approved a grant for the project.
 Additional improvements in the corridor connect-
ing Anna Maria Island to the mainland include a new 
rest room, additional bus shelters, construction of a 
newspaper rack, improvements to the Kingfi sh Boat 
Ramp area and extensive landscaping along the road, 
which currently is under way.
 Separate from the Palma Sola improvements is 
the $9.1 million renovation of the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge under direction from the Florida Department of 
Transportation. The bridge project will require the full 
closure of the structure for 45 days next fall.
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SLICK  By Egan

OpinionOurOur

OpinionYourYour

It’s about time
 Years ago there was a funny TV sitcom that wasn’t 
as funny or popular as creator Sherwood Schwartz 
(“The Brady Bunch” and “Gilligan’s Island”) would 
have liked, but it had a theme song that stuck in your 
head like Disney’s “Small World.” 
 “It’s About Time” ran only one season in 1966, 
but the song lingers. “It’s about time, it’s about space, 
about two men in the strangest place. It’s about time, 
it’s about fl ight, traveling faster than the speed of light 
… is it good luck or is it good night?”
 You can both hear and see it on youtube.com.
 It comes to mind because this week, we’re keenly 
aware that some folks defi nitely make better use of 
their time than others. Case in point, our own Nancy 
Ambrose, the newspaper’s community ambassador. She 
accomplishes so much in a week, it can make anyone 
elses head spin.
 Recently, she sponsored a dinner for her primary 
project, the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park, and when 
most of the volunteers failed to come through, she did. 
She and her husband (granted, with a little help) made 
dinner, served it up and cleaned up. She promoted the 
event, sold the tickets, made all the arrangements, gath-
ered items for an auction and a raffl e prize, and she even 
ironed the table skirts.
 Whew. Then she put together a successful weekend 
craft show at the Holmes Beach fi eld, again for the 
butterfl y park and has in the works in April at Coquina 
Beach. 
 In between these astonishing tasks, she took photos 
and reported on a dozen or so community events for the 
newspaper. She also held a yard sale recently to benefi t 
the American Cancer Society Relay for Life and she’s 
now selling tickets for a special performance at Island 
Players, also to benefi t ACS.
 Whew. Whew. Whew.
 And last week, on the only day she took off from 
her whirlwind, she took a road trip to Fort Ogden 
United Methodist Church on U.S. Highway 17 south 
of Arcadia that in 2004 was in the path of Hurricane 
Charley.
 The little church was nearly ripped in two, and The 
Islander put out a plea to replace their piano, but the 
interim chapel — at a mobile home park— had a piano, 
and the church does not yet have a home.
 Maybe Nancy has some time to deliver a nice dona-
tion (for an organ, maybe?) to the congregation that is 
still trying to raise money to complete construction of 
its new church. 
 Rarely do we get a chance to make time, except for 
this week. 
 Can we take a “LEAP” of faith and help this small 
church congregation? 
 We think, maybe it’s about time….
 Visit www.islander.org for a photo and Nancy’s 
report on the congregation’s progress.
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Regarding the Sandbar
 Thank you for your article in the Feb. 13 edition 
of The Islander regarding the Sandbar Restaurant, 
even though some of the complaints brought up by the 
anonymous persons may not be viewed as “issues” by 
some people.
 I applaud the city for doing it’s job. Your article 
made it sound like they were nitpicking, but what if all 
residents disregarded the city code and ignored setbacks, 
built bathrooms and showers with runoff problems on 
private property and then opened them to the public, and 
blocked access to public sidewalks and walkways with 
Dumpsters and business-related equipment?
 And, if you look over the anonymous letter and 
its complaints, you will see there are issues regarding 
public safety mentioned as well, including a concern 
over the way the traffi c fl ow in one of the parking lots 
puts pedestrians and drivers at risk.
 Code enforcement offi cer Gerry Rathvon was just 
doing her job. Ed Chiles is a valued businessman on the 
Island, but even he is not above the law — no matter 
how small those laws may appear to some.
 Nancy Jergins, Anna Maria Island

No to putt-putt
 Due to a family illness, we will miss our stay at the 
Magnolia Inn this year. 
 A friend just sent me the fi rst photos of the mini-
golf course now under construction [on Bridge Street 
in Bradenton Beach]. 
 In looking at the photos of the mini-golf course, our 
worst fears are realized. It’s an eyesore at best. From 
the Magnolia, our view will be of honky-tonk heaven. 
The city and those favoring this development should 
be embarrassed. It will be a carnival atmosphere and 
there’s no way around it. 
 Mini-golf has no place on Bridge Street and the 
businesses located there, as well as the city and others, 
will fi nd out the hard way that this was an ill-advised 
decision.
 Ron Corso, Vienna, Va.

Thanks
 Thank you for reprinting my grandfather’s [Wyatt 
Blassingame] marvelous story, “Anna Maria I Love 
You.” 
 I fi rst came to live on the Island in the early 1950s 
when I was 2 years old, and it’s been “home” ever since, 
although I only lived there for short periods, including 
sixth-grade and one summer during college. 
 I’ve witnessed the additional changes that have 
taken place since my grandfather’s death in 1985 (and 
my grandmother Gertie Blassingame’s in 1976), but 
I can still remember the way it used to be, and I still 
thank both my grandparents who sat on the city plan-
ning commission, and did everything they could to keep 
AMI the paradise it still is. And I thank my parents, Bill 
and Peggy Diamant, for continuing that tradition, and 
doing what they can.
 Kathi Diamant, Calif. 

Garden party
 Kudos to Nancy and David Ambrose for the won-
derful job they did at the successful fundraising event 
for the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park held at St. 
Bernard Catholic Church hall on Feb. 8.
 The event was delightful, with music, a delicious 
hors d’oeuvre buffet, followed by a marvelous hot 
dinner, dessert and great coffee. A triumph.
 Helen A. White, Holmes Beach

Have your say
 The Islander welcomes and encourages your opin-
ion letters. 
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 250 words 
and reserves the right to edit for length and grammar. Let-
ters must include the city you reside in for publication and 
a phone number (for verifi cation only). Anonymous letters 
will not be printed. All letters to the editor remain on fi le 
at The Islander and available to the public.
 Address letters to Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, fax to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail to news@islander.org.
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In the Feb. 25, 1998, issue of 
The Islander, headlines announced:

THE BESTTHE BEST 15 YEARS15 YEARS

SINCE 1992
15

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FISH & CHIPS ALL DAY – EVERY DAY! $8.99

And … as always, FREE BEER tomorrow!

L DAY – EVERY DAY! $8.99N EAT FISH & CHIPS ALL DAY – EV

E BEER tomorrow!

Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
WATERFRONT DINING

ROTTEN RALPH’S
ON THE PIER

BREAKFAST • LUNCH •  DINNER  7 DAYS
200 Bridge St. •  Bradenton Beach

On the Historic Bridge Street Pier • 778-1604
902 S. Bay Blvd.  • Anna Maria

Located at Galati Marina • 778-3953

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS • FULL BAR SERVICE

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
FISH & CHIPS $8.99

And our new location on the And our new location on the 
Historic Bridge Street Pier!Historic Bridge Street Pier!

TWO GREAT PLACES FOR
WATERFRONT DINING...

Our original location in Our original location in 
the city of Anna Maria!the city of Anna Maria!

We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. It’s the best 
way to stay in touch with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. We’ve been 
publishing and mailing successfully since 1992!
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even the latest real estate trans-
actions … everything you need if your “heart is on the Island.” 
 The Islander is distributed free locally. If you don’t live here year-round, 
use this form to subscribe for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not 
suspend mail subscriptions — you get the news free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION  (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery)  
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

 Rates to Europe or other countries available on request.

MAIL TO: ________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________

CITY _________________________STATE _________ ZIP _______________

Credit card: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _______________________________________

Name shown on card: ___________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: __________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: ________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND – SINCE 1992
Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217 

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

 • The Holmes Beach City Commission voted to 
vacate 58th Street in preparation for a new city hall 
complex, and agreed to build a new street in answer to 
residents’ demands for access.
 • Bradenton Beach city commissioners agreed to 
apply for a $550,000 grant from the Florida Department 
of Community Affairs to restore the historic “down-
town” district from Cortez Road to Fifth Street South. 
The city received $1 million in prior DCA grants, which 
it used to redevelop Bridge Street.
 • Anthony DeFeo, who once offered to buy the A.P. 
Bell Fish Co. in Cortez for $4.5 million in cash, was 
indicted by a federal grand jury in Tampa on charges 
of stealing more than $300,000 from investors/part-
ners in The Anchorage Restaurant in Anna Maria and 
Anthony’s Lobster and Steak House at the Sarasota 
Quay. DeFeo was also indicted on 12 counts of mail 
fraud.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Feb. 17 67 75 0Feb. 17 67 75 0
Feb. 18 69 72 0Feb. 18 69 72 0
Feb. 19 58 72 .60Feb. 19 58 72 .60
Feb. 20 62 73 0Feb. 20 62 73 0
Feb. 21 64 79 0Feb. 21 64 79 0
Feb. 22 68 76 0Feb. 22 68 76 0
Feb. 23 70 77 0Feb. 23 70 77 0
Average Gulf water temperature 69°Average Gulf water temperature 69°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Historical society looks to future

Historical moments
Anna Maria City Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick, Anna Maria Island Historical Society executive administrator 
Sissy Quinn, administrator emeritus Carolyne Norwood and businessman Ed Chiles were speakers at the Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society Annual Member Luncheon Feb. 21. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

 Anna Maria Island Historical Society members 
were excited to hear fi rst-hand the future plans for Pine 
Avenue — plans that include enhancing the historical 
business district in the Island’s northernmost city — at 
their annual luncheon meeting Feb. 21at the Beach-
House Restaurant in Bradenton Beach.
 Anna Maria Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick discussed 
the transportation enhancement grant that she helped 
obtain for the city to beautify the Gulf Drive/Pine Avenue 
area. She said the committee hopes to create a dune walk-
over and handicap access to the beach, add benches, trees, 
plants and lighting to the Gulf/Pine District to make it 
more people-friendly — a gathering place. 
 Business owner/developer Ed Chiles spoke about 

his plans for a multi-property retail-offi ce-residential 
development on Pine Avenue. His investment group, 
he said, has fi nalized purchase of seven properties, 
including one of the most historical in the area — the 
early residence of Island homesteader George Bean. 
The widow Bean’s home, he said, will be restored.
 He showed a rendering by architect Gene Aubry 
of one of the proposed facilities, noting that he and 
his partners are committed to creating a historical look 
throughout their project.
 Chiles asked for support for the project at the Feb. 28 city 
commission meeting, when the project will be discussed.
 For more information on AMIHS, contact the 
museum at 941-778-0492.
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Monthly Arts and Crafts Show
8-4 • Sat. & Sun. • March 1&2

Gigantic Orchid Sale
antiques • produce • new vendors

Wine tasting 11-2 Saturday
Vendor Space available! Call the market, 383-7180.

Hot Breakfast/Lunch • Produce 
Deli Sandwiches • Butcher 

Gelato/Espresso Bar • Free Wi-Fi

Cross over the bridge – just one mile 
south of Coquina Beach!

Simply the best!
Your neighborhood market 

Longboat Key Liquors &  Cocktail Lounge 
Package Store Open 7 Days • 9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat.

•
Delicato Party Wine  – All Varietals, 1.5 liter $9.99

•
 Coming Up! St. Patrick’s Day Lounge Party

•
Live Music Wed.-Sat. in the lounge starting at 7pm.

Wed: Lee & Char • Thurs: Ralph Shannon • Fri: Patsy & Magella
Sat: Island Swing Jazz 

Whitney Beach Plaza, Longboat Key • 383-4888

Great selection of 
gourmet Easter candy!

Pamaro East: 
5465 University Pkwy. 

941-359-0025
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-5 

Pamaro North: 
7782 N. Tamiami Trail 

941-355-5619
Mon-Sat 10-5

Pamaro South: 
4586 S. Tamiami Trail 

941-923-3299
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5

Pamaro Shop

Complimentary in-home design consultation.

Let us furnish your entire home. 
Every room, every style, every detail just right. 

Family owned and operated since 1950 

TENT SALE!
Huge Savings – now until 3/1/08.

Over $2 Million in Inventory on sale!

Next Day Delivery

Songbird nests in bistro for winter
Diane Linscott has just released her seventh CD, 
“Once Upon A Summertime.” She performs at Ooh 
La La! Bistro, 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A songbird who heads south each winter has built 
a loyal following on Anna Maria Island with her jazzy 
notes.
 This season, Diane Linscott and her trio are per-
forming jazz standards and pop tunes at Ooh La La! 
Bistro, 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
 She also recently released her seventh CD, “Once 
Upon A Summertime,” which was recorded in Braden-
ton over two days last April with Bob Alberti, Mark 
Neuenschwander, Jim Howe, John Moore, Rick Peter-
son, Harry Allen and Warren Vache.
 Linscott is what one might refer to as a “Renais-
sance Woman,” to adapt Leon Battista Alberti’s male-
focused 15th century notion that “a man can do all 
things if he will.” With a degree in journalism, she has 
a background in writing. She composes. She paints. She 
makes jewelry. And she sings.
 Linscott, who divides her time between Florida and 
Maine, got her start in music somewhat later than many 
professional singers — at 50 years old, after raising two 
children.
 For her 50th birthday, Linscott’s husband offered 
her a dream gift — the chance to attend the famed Jazz 
in July workshop at the University of Massachusetts 
and possibly study with Max Roach, Sheila Jordan and 
Billy Taylor.
 But the dream was deferred by a nightmare — Lin-
scott’s husband died in July of that year after going into 
cardiac arrest.
 She did eventually attend the Jazz in July program 
and she did pursue a career as a professional singer 
— performing for audiences throughout North Amer-
ica, from Mexico to Canada and all across the United 
States.

 For the past decade, she’s built a winter following 
in southwest Florida, primarily working in venues in 
Sarasota and on Anna Maria Island.

The Islander recently interviewed the jazz 
singer on the occasion of her latest release, which 
consists of 14 tracks showcasing Linscott’s personal 
interpretation of “old chestnuts” and “jazz-flavored 
tunes by Joe Mooney and Thelonious Monk.” The 
CD opens and closes with “When the Red, Red 
Robin Comes Bob, Bob, Bobbin’ Along,” a favorite 
of the songbird’s late husband and a happy-go-
lucky piece with which to begin and end.
 The Islander: Your new CD has the title “Once 
Upon A Summertime.” Where does that title come 
from?

 Diane Linscott: “Once Upon A Summertime” is a 
gorgeous ballad by Michel Legrand and Johnny Mercer, 
chosen as the title tune because it relates to the theme 
of the CD — the “once upon a time” thing.
 The Islander: You spend summertime in Maine, 
right?
 DL: Yes. May through October. I constantly hear I 
have the best of both worlds. Anna Maria and Castine, 
Maine. I do.
 The Islander: How are your summertime Maine 
audiences different or similar to your wintertime Flor-
ida audiences?
 DL: They’re the same only Florida audiences are 
escaping the cold; Maine audiences are escaping the 
heat.

The Islander: You went into the studio to record the 
CD last April. What was that experience like?
 DL: It was a happy session. I produced the CD as 
well. Bob Alberti, the pianist for the recording who had 
had 30 years of experience in TV as Bob Hope’s music 
director, was the key to making the session run smoothly. 
At his suggestion, we didn’t use formal arrangements, 
and using only head arrangements before each tune con-
tributed greatly to a real, alive-sounding recording. 
 The Islander: How do you go about assembling 
musicians for a studio CD?
 DL: I decide who I’d like to record with, ask them, 
arrange a compatible schedule — and record.

The Islander: You’ve recorded seven CDs now. 

PLEASE SEE SONGBIRD, NEXT PAGE
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778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

We’ve watched them come,
We’ve watched them go...

We’re still here where
We’ve always been.

941-778-8103 • www.941lending.com 
104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

At Waterside Lending we offer… 

• Foreign Nationals 
• Low Rates/Over 150 Lenders 
• Free Pre-Approvals 
• No Application Fee 
• Full Service Lending 
• Less Than Perfect Credit 

Service you can trust

Lynn Zemmer 
Broker/Owner 

Henry’s Termite 
and Pest Control 

$100 
OFF 

Subterranean 
Termite Treatment

FREE 
Power spray plants and 

bushes with 
any treatment.

$50 
OFF 

AAAny Annual Treatment

Call today for a 
free estimate!
941-778-5253

Licensed and Insured 
Henry E. Rindone, IV

2100 Ave. A., Suite B. • Bradenton Beach

Bye-
bye! 

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

Acupuncture Can Help! 
• Arthritis • Weight loss

• Back, neck, knee pain
• And much more

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Free consultations, 773- 6134

Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616
501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton

(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

How is the new CD different from the previous CDs?
 DL: I added three major artists, Bob Alberti, piano; 
tenor great Harry Allen; and cornet virtuoso Warren 
Vache to the mix of my superb, local trio. Also Warren 
sang a medley with me — he’s marvelous and sings a 
moving interpretation of “And We Were Lovers.”
 The Islander: You earned a degree in journalism. 
How does performing jazz compare with reporting the 
news?
 DL: Well, both tell stories with words/lyrics. Of 
course, we improvise on the written melody-changes 
in jazz. But come to think of it — although it wouldn’t 
have happened in the days of Edward R. Murrow when 
all he added to a news report was “Good Night and 
Good Luck” — today’s national media does a lot of 
improvising as well. Not particularly appropriate for the 
medium. Reporters are supposed to stick to the written 
“melody.”
 The Islander: I’ve talked with other musicians 
about jazz on the Island, because it is curious to me 
that the music is so popular here. In my mind, jazz is 
such an urban music. Why do you think jazz draws 
crowds on AMI?
 DL: We’ve drawn crowds at our Island venues 
over the last 10 years because I’ve always been able to 
assemble the top-notch instrumentalists in the Sarasota 
area. I don’t profess to defi ne great jazz or differentiate 
between levels of jazz here on the Island, but our audi-
ence tells us it is great jazz — and they by and large 
come from urban areas or live nearby and have listened 
live to the “greats.” They keep coming back year after 
year. And our following continues to grow.
 The Islander: Can you describe for me what your 
favorite crowd would be?
 DL: That, of course, is different for different venues. 
Listeners, obviously. That being said, we expect a mix-
ture of listening and talking at restaurants and enjoy a 
crowd who enters into a dialogue or connection to the 
music, just as we enter into a dialogue with each other. 
I prefer casual, intimate trio work in the smaller venues 
where we get to know our audience as friends.
 The Islander: Last questions. Where can listeners 

fi nd your CD? And where can they fi nd you?
 DL: E-mail me at djazzl@aol.com or call 941-778-
5704. I’ll have my CDs available online and at my gigs 
at Ooh La La! Bistro in Holmes Beach. From 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Monday you’ll fi nd me with Kym Purling 

Songbird fi nds Island home
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

on piano and Billy Pillucere on bass; Wednesday with 
Charlie Prawdzik on piano and Mark Neuenschwander 
on bass; and Friday with Dick Reynolds on piano and 
Dave Trefethen, bass. We’ll all be there and happy to 
see you. It’s a party and the food is great, too.

Players reps address Rotary
Local playwright Don Crabb and Manatee Players artistic director Rick Kirby address the Rotary Club of 
Anna Maria Island at its Feb. 12 lunch at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. 
Crabb’s musical, “Best Seller,” will be staged at the Manatee Players’ Bradenton theater from Feb. 28 through 
March 16. For more information, call 941-778-1880. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Island Yoga Space
9805 Gulf Drive 
(2nd fl oor above Ginny's)
Anna Maria, FL
941-778-3149
www.islandyogaspace.com

Yoga • Meditation

ISLAND
PLAYERS

Box Office: 9am - 1pm daily, except Sunday.

10009 Gulf Drive & Pine Avenue • Anna Maria
778-5755 ] 

        i

“Born Yesterday”
March 13-30 • Evenings 8pm

Matinees March 16, 23 & 30,  2pm
Box office opens March 3

KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad – for as little as $12!

FBI, MCSO attend Byrne 
bankruptcy hearing

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 The involuntary bankruptcy of GSR principal 
Robert Byrne may involve more than just shuffl ing a 
few papers, fi ling a couple of motions and paying off 
a few creditors.
 Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce attended the initial 
court hearing on the bankruptcy Feb. 15, but made no 
comment.
 Island businessman Kent Davis, who along with 
Islanders Mel and Carol Yudofsky, forced Byrne into 
the bankruptcy, declined comment on the presence of 
the enforcement agencies.
 The hearing was continued by federal bankruptcy 
Judge K. Rodney to 8:30 a.m. March 8, at the federal 
courthouse in Tampa.
 But attorney Richard Lee, representing Byrne, fi led 
a summary of liabilities on behalf of Byrne which notes 
that Byrne’s current monthly income is just $1,500. 

That’s a far cry from the $42 million personal fi nan-
cial statement the developer displayed to potential GSR 
investors just a few years ago.
 Byrne also claimed in court documents that he 
has obligations of $169,525 and a total of another $30 
million in non-priority unsecured debt. Byrne was not 
present at the hearing. 
 According to court documents, he has moved from 
Anna Maria Island and currently lives on Washington 
Boulevard in Chicago.
 Davis and the Yudofskys brought Byrne into bank-
ruptcy court because of personal guarantees he made 
when they invested in the now-failed GSR Develop-
ment LLC real estate company. GSR Development is 
currently in the fi nal stages of bankruptcy court.
 The Davis-Yudofsky claim is for approximately 
$1 million, although other creditors with a personal 
guarantee from Byrne may yet join the action.
 The federal bankruptcy court annex is at 501 E. 
Polk St., in Tampa.

Witness list long in 
Holmes Beach shooting case

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The list of potential witnesses in the case against 
the man accused of shooting Island businesswoman Sue 
Normand contains dozens of names.
 Many of the names might be familiar to Islanders 
— they include many members of local public safety 
agencies, including the Holmes Beach and Bradenton 
Beach police departments, the Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce and the West Manatee Fire Rescue District.
 Normand was shot Dec. 5, 2007, in her store in the 
Anna Maria Island Centre Shops in Holmes Beach. She 
had just opened Island Mail & More and completed 
service to a customer when a man, later identifi ed as 
Mark Koenigs, removed a handgun from a box and 
fi red. Normand was shot once in the abdomen, suf-
fering a shattered hip. She was taken by helicopter to 
Bayfront Medical Center in St. Petersburg, where she 
had surgery.
 Law enforcement offi cers located Koenigs on the 

shore in Bradenton Beach. The suspect was shot in the 
attempt to apprehend him.
 Koenigs has remained in custody since his arrest, 
fi rst at a hospital in St. Petersburg and then in the Mana-
tee County jail.
 He has pleaded not guilty to one count of fi rst-
degree aggravated battery with a fi rearm, three counts 
of fi rst-degree aggravated assault on law enforcement 
with a fi rearm and one count of third-degree aggravated 
assault with a fi rearm.
 On Feb. 20, a brief case management hearing took 
place at the Manatee County Courthouse in Bradenton 
and a delay in the trial date was agreed to — from April 
to at least June.
 During the hearing, which lasted less than 10 min-
utes, the public defender and assistant state’s attorney 
in the case agreed with Circuit Court Judge Diana 
Moreland to hold another case management hearing in 
April.
 The judge also was informed that 40 people are on 
the witness list for the prosecution and that Koenigs’ 
competency has not yet been discussed.
 “I have a doctor who has seen him on one occa-
sion,” public defender Peter Belmont said, adding that 
he also is waiting to receive some medical records.
 Belmont said he hadn’t decided what kind of 
defense he might pursue, but the state indicated that it 
expected competency to be an issue in the case.
 Potential witnesses include Holmes Beach Police 
Chief Jay Romine, Bradenton Beach Police Chief Sam 
Speciale, Manatee County Sheriff Brad Steube, as well 
as fi ve other HBPD offi cers, two BBPD offi cers, 18 
MCSO deputies and four West Manatee Fire Rescue 
District fi refi ghters.
 The witness list also includes Normand, Bruce 
Henke, the Ohio attorney in the store at the time of the 
shooting, and a number of people outside Island Mail 
& More or in the vicinity of where Koenigs was shot 
and arrested.
 Meanwhile, Islanders continue to raise money to 
help cover Normand’s expenses. She returned to her 
home in Holmes Beach earlier this month, but is not 
expected to be able to walk for another fi ve months.
 Organizers of a bingo night at the Annie Silver 
Community Center in Bradenton Beach will donate the 
proceeds from games Thursday, Feb. 28, to the Sue 
Normand Relief and Recovery Fund.
 Also, a garage sale will take place beginning at 
9 a.m. Saturday, March 8, at Crosspointe Fellowship, 
8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, to benefi t Normand. 
Baked goods also will be sold at the fundraiser, which 
will be sponsored by the church.
 Organizer Ed Schultz encouraged people to drop 
off items — including household, yard and sporting 
goods — at the church from 9 a.m. to noon March 
5, from noon to 4 p.m. March 6-7, and before 9 a.m. 
March 8.

Sale ahead for 
Cortez Marina

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter 

 Cortez Cove Marina apparently will remain the 
historic fi shing village’s own. 
 Karen Bell, managing partner in the current owner-
ship, said a closing is tentatively planned for May in a 
deal whereby investors will buy out her partners and 
Bell retain 20 to 25 percent interest. 
 She declined to reveal the prospective new partners 
pending the sale, but they are understood to have long 
and strong interests in Cortez and Anna Maria Island. 
 Other Cortezians have expressed concern that the 
marina might slip into hands that could be less interested 
in the village as an historic place, with less attention to its 
commercial fi shing traditions. If this deal goes through, 
it should allay some of those worries, Bell noted. 
 Bell, Judy Breuggeman and Peter and Eva Thurell 
bought the 34-slip marina and associated boatworks 
in 2004. Breuggeman and the Thurells late last year 
decided to withdraw from the enterprise, Bell said, and 
she has been negotiating since then with various pro-
spective buyers. The asking price was $3 million, but 
she declined to discuss fi gures on the pending sale. 
 She arranged for herself and her partners to buy 
the marina three years ago from Piero Rivolta, Italian 
entrepreneur, developer and boatbuilder. He had bought 
what was then known as the Sigma Fish House in 1999 
and dredged the boat basin, rebuilt boat slips and tried 
to develop it as a marina with townhouses and cottages. 
So many Cortezians objected to that concept so strongly 
that he sold the property to Bell and her associates. 
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Barnett Blindsaarrrrnnneeettttt BBBBBlliinnnds
“Beautiful Window Treatments”

• Blinds
• Plantation Shutters
• Motorization Specialist
• Honest Personal Service

18 Years on Anna Maria Island

941.778.3526 • 941.730.0516 Keith Barnett
Owner/Operator

5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair

skin

massage

nails

make-up

     

$16
$48

*prices subject to change

Sterling $18*
14K Gold $68*

 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
 Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
 Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

Most beautiful and 
moderately priced 
gemstone.  Coveted by 
Royalty as a symbol 
of wisdom, strength, 
and confi dence.

Amethyst February’s birthstone 
or 6th Wedding Anniversary

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming

Raw/Frozen 
Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
Gift Items

Anna Maria gets ‘free’ legal 
advice regarding Sandbar

Code board rules against landlord

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Considering the cost of advice from an attorney 
these days, Anna Maria city offi cials and Mayor Fran 
Barford should feel pleased that the Sarasota legal fi rm 
of Lobeck and Hanson is giving the city plenty of it — 
and for free.
  In fact, one might wonder why Anna Maria should 
pay city attorney Jim Dye for legal advice when it can 
get free legal counsel for just about any issue in the 
city.
  That’s at least the case in the city’s discussions with 
the Sandbar Restaurant over some site-plan issues that 
city planner Alan Garrett addressed in a Feb. 6 letter to 
restaurant owner Ed Chiles and in a followup meeting 
at the restaurant.
  Enter Lobeck and Hanson and attorney Jeremy 
Anderson, representing Fred and Barbara Nally of 
Spring Avenue in Anna Maria. The Nallys are neigh-
bors of the Sandbar and have a lawsuit against the city 
over its approval of the Sandbar site plan.
  Not content with just the lawsuit, however, Ander-
son wrote the city Feb. 19 to inform the mayor and 
commissioners that the Garrett letter “does not com-
pletely and accurately depict the current situation at 
the Sandbar site.”
  “There are additional issues of which this commis-
sion must become apprised and must stop or remedy,” 
he added.
  In a six-page letter to the mayor and commission, 
Anderson outlined what he believes are all the purported 
violations at the Sandbar, including a palm tree in the 
right of way and some unauthorized lights.
  Anderson, apparently taking on the role of code 
enforcer, indicated that the city needs to have the alleged 
violations corrected immediately, or take appropriate 
action against Chiles and the restaurant. The letter also 

indicated the city should not show the Sandbar any 
favoritism.
  Barford said she and the commission always wel-
come free legal advice, and they seem to get plenty of 
it for such a small city.
 But the city is already moving forward on its own 
to resolve its issues with the Sandbar, she said. Res-
taurant owner Ed Chiles and his management staff met 
last with city offi cials to review the issues and discuss 
solutions.
 Chiles said it would not be appropriate to com-
ment on the Anderson letter, but said he and the 
restaurant are working to correct the defi ciencies to 
the satisfaction of the city. Those include the water 
drainage caused by an outdoor shower that was 
installed to keep beach-goers from possibly utilizing 
the private property near the restaurant — including 
the Nallys.
 The city contacted the Sandbar after another Spring 
Avenue resident, Marie White, fi led a code enforcement 
complaint.
  White and the Nallys have been vocal opponents 
of the Sandbar’s site plan since it was fi rst presented 
in 2006. The site-plan was subsequently approved with 
some stipulations by both the planning and zoning 
board and city commission. The Nallys subsequently 
fi led a lawsuit against the city over its approval of the 
plan.
 The Nally property on Spring Avenue is zoned 
commercial and is offered as a seasonal rental. 
 When the city commission approved an exception 
a number of years ago allowing them to rebuild their 
house at 110 Spring Ave., they were advised that they 
were building in a commercial zone and might have to 
suffer the consequences of commercial activity.
 Efforts to reach the Nallys for comment were 
unsuccessful.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Holmes Beach Code Enforcement Board last 
week ruled that the owner of a triplex on Marina Way 
violated city regulations for failing to obtain permits 
for plumbing, electrical and window installations.
 The board, meeting for nearly three hours Feb. 
21 at Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
also found that David J. Sandoro violated the city’s 
anti-nuisance code in regard to weeds and debris at the 
rental property.
 The board had begun its review of alleged viola-
tions at the property in the 6200 block of Marina Way 
on Dec. 20, 2007, but continued the hearing due to 
questions and an interest in resolving the situation 
amicably. Board members had agreed that they wanted 
an opportunity for city staff to return to the property or 
for the property owner to provide additional informa-
tion. 
 That decision in December came after a 90-minute 
hearing on allegations that repair work in an apartment 
at the site took place without a permit. The municipal 
code, in conjunction with Florida law, requires that a 
state-licensed contractor with permits perform work 
within a rental unit.
 The case originated in September, when Holmes 
Beach code enforcement offi cer Nancy Hall received a 
complaint that non-permitted work took place in three 
apartments and a shed at the triplex owned by Sandoro 
of Longboat Key.
 Hall and city building inspector Bob Shaffer went 
out to inspect the property with Sandoro. She told the 
code enforcement board that there were no violations 
recorded in two apartments, but there was a problem 
with a window in a third unit and a concern with electri-
cal and plumbing service to a washer and dryer in the 
shed.
 Both city employees said Sandoro told them he 
had hired a handyman to replace the window, including 
the glass and the frame. That work, according to Hall, 
should have been done by a licensed contractor and the 
work required a permit. Shaffer added that the window 
lacked proper anchors.
 The concern with the electrical and plumbing ser-

vice in the shed was that a washer and dryer hookup 
had been recently added, also without a permit.
 Hall said that during her initial visit, she and 
Shaffer told Sandoro they wanted to make a second 
inspection. But that second inspection never occurred. 
Instead, Sandoro got in touch with his attorney, John 
Paul Fleck, and they decided to go before the code 
enforcement board rather than allow city staff to pro-
ceed with another inspection of the property.
 Sandoro said he felt the complaint was the result of 
a vindictive neighbor and that he also felt railroaded by 
the city. He claimed that the washer and dryer hookups 
in the shed were not new, though the second-hand appli-
ances themselves had been installed not too long ago. 
He also said that the window frame that the city was 
concerned with was not new, but rather that the glass in 
the frame had been replaced in April or May of 2006.
 The code board, in December, asked for more infor-
mation from Sandoro about when work took place and 
how.
 During the Feb. 21 meeting, board members learned 
that Sandoro, still represented by Fleck, did not allow 
the city to return for another inspection.
 Fleck said he and Sandoro didn’t trust the city 
inspector to make a fair judgment and that it was San-
doro’s right to refuse the city entry.
 “We feel our rights are being violated,” Fleck said, 
questioning the city’s credibility in the case. 
 After a lengthy discussion, the board voted 6-1 on 
a motion fi nding Sandoro in violation of having unper-
mitted work done on the rental building and ordered 
him to obtain permits and come into compliance with 
city regulations by March 6 or pay a $250 per day 
fi ne.
 The board then heard the second complaint against 
Sandoro regarding weeds and debris at the property. 
Hall testifi ed that the grass had recently been mowed 
and there were signs that other items were being cleared, 
but she emphasized that problems in the yard repeatedly 
crop up and asked the city to fi nd Sandoro in violation, 
without imposing a fi ne.
 The next code enforcement board meeting will 
be at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 13, at city hall, 5801 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
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Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

TRAVEL NOW! LLC
941-798-9272 • 941-779-1839
TravelNow@verizon.net

It's been called the 
Great White North

and The Last Frontier.
You'll call it the most

amazing time of your life!

Cruise Alaska
Book now for incredible rates!

Travel during May

from $805 per person
Outside cabin • Includes taxes • Limited Availability

Call for Family Vacation Summer Rates!

March madness: Island whoops it up 

Islander Calendar
For more information about events on Anna 
Maria Island, go to The Islander calendar in this 
edition.

During last year’s Heritage Days event at the Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society grounds, Betsy Smith 
demonstrated her skill at traditional palm-frond 
weaving — an early, inexpensive multi-tasking tool 
for conditioning the air and zapping bugs. Islander 
File Photo

Last year’s Easter sunrise service drew hundreds to 
Manatee Public Beach. This year’s service, orga-
nized by the Anna Maria Island Kiwanis, will take 
place March 23. Islander File Photo

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Hoops fans know March brings “March Madness,” 
the frenzy of matchups on the basketball court in com-
petition for men’s and women’s collegiate titles.
 Locals know that “March Madness” on Anna Maria 
Island consists of four weeks of activities accompanied 
with a surge in population and a boom in traffi c.

“I think March and April are the most exciting 
times to be on the Island — except if there’s a hur-
ricane,” seasonal resident Sherry Headley said during 
a recent visit to the Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce.
 Headley, of Buffalo, N.Y., had stopped in the Gulf 
Drive visitor’s center to collect information about 
upcoming events.
 She found no shortage.
 Nationwide, college basketball season will end in 
March. Islandwide, high tourist season will begin in 
March — and local groups are prepared with a range of 
events celebrating local culture and conservation, his-
tory and heritage, arts and music, drama and dining.
 “There truly is something for everyone,” said Hoo-
sier George Pickus, also visiting the chamber after set-
tling into his temporary pad in Holmes Beach. “This is 
an eclectic place.” 
 The month will open with the Anna Maria Island 
Historical Society’s hallmark event, the annual Heritage 
Days at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. The 
March 1 event, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., will feature 
more than 30 arts and crafts booths, music, volunteers 
in period costumes clowns, pirates, raffl es and dem-
onstrations in old Florida crafts, including palm-frond 
weaving.
 The historical society also will host a dance on 
March 22 at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
 March is the season for wearing green — and the 
Irish-themed celebrations will arrive early with the Irish 
Variety Show at 7 p.m. March 2 at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. The event 
will raise money for a new air-conditioning system at 
the church.
 Show organizers with the Holy Name Society of 
St. Bernard promise “a taste of Ireland and memories 
of the old country” in music, song and dance and “a 

liberal sprinkling of the blarney.”
 Blarney also will be on the menu for the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day breakfast scheduled for March 17 at the 
Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach.
 The month’s lineup also includes the much-antici-
pated St. Patrick’s Day Parade, scheduled to take place 
at 4 p.m. March 16.
 Island culture and lifestyle will be celebrated from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. March 15 when the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center presents its annual Tour of Homes 
benefi t. 
 Old Florida culture — and pirate showmanship 

— gets celebrated during the monthly Thieves Market 
hosted at Coquina Beach on March 8 by the Anna Maria 
Island Privateers.
 Artists will be honored during the Anna Maria 
Island Art League’s Springfest March 8-9 at the Holmes 
Beach City Hall fi eld and musicians will take the stage 
for the Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and 
Orchestra’s last concert of the season on March 30 
at Crosspointe Fellowship. Springfest is a juried art 
festival and is expected to draw more than 100 artists 
from across the country to the Island, as well as feature 
bluegrass and Cajun music. AMICCO’s fi nal concert 
will feature the work of Mozart, Handel and Schubert, 
among others.
 In Anna Maria, musicians will take the stage March 
7 at Pine Avenue and Bay Boulevard for the Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of Commerce’s Island Music 
Festival.
 Also, the Island Players will begin performances of 
“Born Yesterday” on March 13 at their theater at Gulf 
Drive and Pine Avenue.
 On the educational track, old-timers and newcom-
ers will fi nd instruction on creating Florida-friendly 
yards March 12, when the Holmes Beach Parks and 
Beautifi cation Committee presents its annual seminar 
at Holmes Beach City Hall.
 Conservation also is the focus of Eco Week, which 
will take place March 24-29 at the Annie Silver Com-
munity Center, 105 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach.
 Nature’s bounty will be on the sale tables at the His-
toric Bridge Street Merchants Association’s Farmer’s 
Market in Bradenton Beach March 29.
 And the natural and the spiritual will be celebrated 

PLEASE SEE MARCH, NEXT PAGE



THE ISLANDER  FEB. 27, 2008  13

The Islander Ooh 
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Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

Located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA • 9809 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria 
(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!
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The AMI Chamber presents 

Leap Into Fashion 
11:30-2pm • Friday • Feb. 29 
at the Bradenton Country Club, 
4646 9th Ave. W., Bradenton 

Fashions by Dilliards • Lunch 
Pianist Tom Benjamin • Cash Bar
Chinese Auction with proceeds to 
benefi t business scholarships

$25 tickets on sale at the AMI Chamber.  
For more info, call 778-1541. 
Platinum sponsor – Whitney National Bank 
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Installation available
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Sunday March 2 
Starts at 8am!

at 
Ginny’s

At the old IGA
9807 Gulf Drive

Anna Maria 

No fl eas.... Just great 
fl ea market fi nds!

Thanks for saying “I saw it in

on March 23, when the Anna Maria Island Kiwanis 
hosts a Easter sunrise service at Manatee Public Beach 
in Holmes Beach. Organizer Larry Fowler said the 
service probably will begin at about 6:30 a.m. along 
with the sunrise and, with donations from attendees, 
will probably raise many dollars for each participating 
church.
 March also will bring a time change — the Island 
and most of the nation springs ahead one hour at 2 
a.m. Sunday, March 9. To comply with federal law, 
daylight saving time was set to begin on the second 
Sunday in March and end on the first Sunday in 
November.

March madness hits Manatee
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Manatee County celebrates history in March
 March is Heritage Month in Manatee County.
 And the busy month of events begins on Anna 
Maria Island, where, on March 1, the Anna Maria Island 
Historical Society hosts its Heritage Days festival.
 The free event will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the AMIHS Museum Park, 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Activities will include tours of the museum and 
the historic Belle Haven Cottage, musical performances 
and craft demonstrations. For more information, call 
941-778-0492 or visit www.amihs.org.
 Also during history month, the South Florida Museum, 
201 10th St. W., Bradenton, will host a half-priced admis-
sion day on March 1, as well as offer extended hours. For 
more information, call 941-746-4131.
 On Mondays in March, historic tours of the Mana-
tee Settlement will take place at Indian Springs Park 
Playground, 1312 2nd Ave. E. and 14th St. E., Braden-
ton. For more information, call Trudy Williams 941-
746-2035.
 On March 7-8, Bradenton’s Village of the Arts 
will host its monthly Artswalk and highlight the area’s 
restored 1920s bungalows. The village is located 
between 12th Street West and Martin Luther King Bou-
levard and Ninth Street West and Tamiami Trail.
 On March 8, the Palmetto Heritage Day Celebration 
will take place at the Palmetto Historical Park and Agri-
cultural Museum, 10th Avenue West and Sixth Street 
West. For more information, call 941-723-4991. 
 On March 9, the Gamble Plantation Historic Park 
in Ellenton will open to the public free of charge. For 
more information, call 941-723-4536. 
 Also, the DeSoto National Memorial, at the north 
end of 75th Street North West in Bradenton, will host 
its 57th anniversary celebration with a variety of pro-
grams. For more information, call 941-792-0458.
 On March 12, a walking tour of downtown Braden-
ton will take place, beginning at 1:30 p.m. at the Mana-

tee County Historical Records Library, 1405 Fourth 
Ave. W. For more information, call 941-741-4070.
 Also, the Sunscoast String Mummers Band will 
perform at the Braden Castle Park, 1 Offi ce Drive, Bra-
denton, at 1:30 p.m. For more information, call 941-
746-7700.
 On March 15, the Manatee Village Historical Park, 
1404 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, will host an open 
house. For more information, call 941-749-7165.

 On March 16, the public will be invited on a tour of 
Terra Ceia Island, leaving at 2 p.m. from the Terra Ceia 
Village Improvement Association Hall, 1505 Center 
Road, Terra Ceia. For more information, 941-0741-
4070.
 On March 22-23, Snead Island Heritage Days will 
take place at Emerson Point Park, west end of 10th 
Street West in Palmetto. For information, call 941-722-
3403.

Firefi ghters prepare special deliveries

Deputy Fire Marshal Kurt Lathrop is working on cre-
ating safety kits that the West Manatee Fire Rescue 
District will deliver to new parents at Manatee 

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 When mothers come out of delivery at Manatee 
Memorial Hospital, they’ll fi nd a special delivery from 
the West Manatee Fire Rescue District.
 WMFR fi refi ghters are packaging safety kits for 
families with newborns 
for distribution the Bra-
denton hospital.
 The kits look similar 
to fast-food kid’s meals 
packaging. But inside the 
paper toolbox, parents 
will fi nd safety tools and 
educational materials, not 
cheeseburgers or chicken 
nuggets, said WMFR 
Deputy Fire Marshal 
Kurt Lathrop, who over-
sees prevention programs 
for the district.
 National surveys 
show that a child under 
the age of 5 is twice as 
likely to die in a residen-
tial fire than the rest of 
the population.
 Lathrop said the 
safety kit will contain 
fire prevention items, 
such as a smoke detec-
tor, but also other prod-
ucts intended to create a 
child-safe home.
 “It really is injury prevention,” Lathrop said. “We 
go out on a lot more than fi re calls. So we’ve got all 
kinds of goodies.”
 The boxes, which will feature WMFR logos and 
possibly space for corporate sponsors, will contain a 
thermometer for testing bath water temperature, a body 
thermometer, a collection of outlet plugs and other pro-

tective coverings, a mini medicine bottle, emergency 
medical items and safety brochures.
 “We haven’t decided how many we can hand out 
each month,” Lathrop said. “The nursing staff at Mana-
tee Memorial said there’s a real need for it, but there 
are 200 children born each month.”

 Most likely, with 
limited funds, the kits will be 
given to lower-income fami-
lies.
 The child prevention 
campaign has received strong 
support from the district’s 
fi refi ghter association, which 
funds community-oriented 
services, and from the WMFR 
Auxiliary, a community-based 
volunteer group.
 The newborn safety 
kits are an expansion of the 
district’s existing prevention 
program conducted in partner-
ship with area pediatricians. 
Already WMFR provides 
smoke detectors to families 
with children through doc-
tor’s offi ces.
 In the future, Lathrop 
said the district would like to 
continue to promote child 
safety by creating a birth-
day program through which 
WMFR would be booked to 
attend a party — to thrill chil-

dren and promote safety.
 “We’re going to try different ideas, different types 
of products and services to educate,” Lathrop said.
 Donations raised with the birthday program might 
be put toward caring for children in burn units.
 “I see that as sort of children helping children,” 
Lathrop said.
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JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

All Work is Guaranteed 
in Writing
Handyman Service

Drywall Patching 

& Textures

Painting - Interior & Exterior

Tile Work

Carpentry

Kitchen Remodel/Bath Remodel

Minor Plumbing

Windows/Doors
Hurricane Shutters...and Everything in Between!

Free Estimates
(941) 355-0300

Licensed & Insured        Lic#CGC1513629

Repair, Remodel, Relax!

20% OFF
ALL LABOR

*Over $100

   Exp. 3/31/08

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 people weekly with your ad – 
for as little as $12!

Streetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City
 Feb. 17, 100 block Pine Avenue, distress. Depu-
ties were directed to a locked car which contained a 
15-pound poodle. According to the report, the dog “was 
in obvious distress, panting heavily with froth around 
his mouth.” The windows were cracked enough for 
deputies to open the doors, and the owner of the dog 
was found and issued a summons to appear. 

Bradenton Beach
 Feb. 16, 700 Gulf Drive S., no driver’s license. 
While on patrol, offi cers observed a vehicle with a 
license plate which it was found did not match the 
vehicle. It was determined the driver did not have a 
license, he was arrested and the car towed. 
 Feb. 16, 1400 Gulf Drive S., burglary. The com-
plainant said that someone entered his vehicle and took 
various items. 
 Feb. 17, Bayside Park, 2000 Gulf Drive S., theft. 
The complainant said someone took his boat trailer. 

Holmes Beach
 Feb. 16, 3000 block Gulf Drive, aggravated assault. 
Offi cers responded to a call of a woman being held at 
knifepoint. The defendant admitted he was trying to get 
his live-in girlfriend to move out and had used a box 
cutter in an attempt to scare her. He was arrested. 
 Feb. 17, 3000 block Gulf Drive, battery. Offi cers 
responded to a domestic disturbance call and were 
informed by the victim that his father had struck him. 
The father was arrested.
 Feb. 19, 5801 Marina Drive, theft. The complainant 
came to the police department to report that someone took 
his debit card and used it in Arizona, charging $632. He 
was advised to contact his bank regarding the forgery. 
 Feb. 19, 5505 Marina Drive, Catchers Marina, 
theft. The victim said someone took a GPS unit from 
his boat. 
 Feb. 21, 4000 Gulf Drive, Cafe on the Beach, tres-
pass. The complainant requested offi cers to issue a man 
a trespass warning after he was observed bothering 
other patrons by asking for food. 

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 
of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

‘Shady’ tree 
memories
Edward F. “Skip” Nunn 
Jr. died in February last 
year, and this year, last 
week, he was remem-
bered by wife Ginny and 
friends and co-workers 
at the city property he 
helped replenish Feb. 9. 
Nunn was the foreman 
of the city public works 
crew at the time of his 
death, and Mayor Rich 
Bohnenberger noted at 
the tree dedication, that 
Skip was a dedicated 
employee. The cer-
emony, which included 
refreshments, was 
attended by family mem-
bers, personal friends, 
and many members of 
the city staff. Ginny 
noted that Skip would 
have liked her choice of 
a “Shady Lady” tree, 
a member of the olive 
family. Islander Photos: 
Bonner Joy

Honors class
Holmes Beach Mayor 
Rich Bohnenberger brings 
together city employees 
during a program Feb. 21 
at city hall. “All employ-
ees are being recognized 
for service to the city,” the 
mayor said, adding that 
he hoped to create a more 
formal recognition pro-
gram for years to follow. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 10am

Children’s Church School: 9am
Youth Church School: 9am

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays 7:30, 9 & 11am

Children’s Sunday School 9am
Rector’s Class 10:15am

Thursday 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church School

Wednesdays 6:15pm – Soup Supper
Wednesdays 7pm – Worship

Holmes BeH

778-187CELEBRATE WITH US.

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Obituaries
Pete D. Calcatera

 Pete D. Calcatera, 52, Sarasota, formerly of Bradenton, 
died Feb. 9, 2008.
 Mr. Calcatera was a dedicated member of  the Anna 
Maria Island Privateers since the mid-1980s.
 A memorial service was held Feb. 14 at Hawkins Funeral 
Home in Sarasota.
 Survivors include his life partner, Linda Demasis of 
Sarasota; daughters Shawna Silipo and Niki Perry, both of 
Bradenton; stepdaughters Amanda Davis of Bradenton and 
Ashley Skaggs of Venice; stepsons Brad Waggoner, Josh 
Davis and James, Ryan and Kevan Killoran, all of Braden-
ton, and Jeffrey Kisgen of Cape Coral; brothers  Anthony 
of South Lyon, Mich., Robert of Holt, Mich., and Mark of 
Marshall, Mich.; and fi ve grandchildren.

August F. Vinhage
 August F. Vinhage, 71, of Holmes Beach, died Feb. 
22. 
 Born in Germany, he was the owner of a tool and die 
shop doing metal fabrication. He was a U.S. Army veteran, 
a Mason and an active member of the American Poultry and 
Bantam Association, for which he served as a licensed judge. 
He was a member and past chief of the Hamburg, N.J., fi re 
department, and former mayor of Hamburg.
He was a member of St. Bernard Catholic Church, Holmes 
Beach.
 There were no services. Brown and Sons Funeral Home, 
Bradenton, was in charge of arrangements.
 He is survived by wife Elisabeth;, sons William of Bra-
denton and Frederic of Port St. John, Fla.; daughters Debra 
Groves of West Palm Beach, and Karen Unrath of Lafayette, 
N.J.; brother Heinrich of Germany; sisters Anni Brunsterling 
and Elisabeth Strickmann, both of Germany; 11 grandchil-
dren; and four great-grandchildren.

Kenny Wiley
 Kenny Wiley, of Bradenton, born Nov. 17, 1924, died 
Feb. 13. Formerly of Millville, Ohio, and Bradenton Beach, 
he and wife Sherry moved to Anna Maria Island in 1975 and 
owned and operated the Wiley Hotel on Eighth Street. 
 Mr. Wiley was a long-time member of the Moose and 
Elks lodges. He was as a greenskeeper at the Manatee County 
Golf Course and loved taking friends and family members 
around Sarasota Bay in his pontoon boat. 

Stuart J. Lathrop
Stuart J. Lathrop, of Sarasota, born Jan. 20, 1944, died 

Feb. 6. 
 Formerly of Scarborough, Maine, Mr. Lathrop was born 
in Baltimore and grew up in Nebraska. He was a graduate of 
Tabor Academy, received his bachelor of arts degree from 
Rollings College and attended Florida State University. He 
owned Lathrop Travel in Scarborough. He worked at the 
Ritz-Carlton Beach Club in Sarasota. He was with the U.S. 
Army Security Agency at which time he attended Defense 
Language School for the Russian language, and served in 
Germany for three years.
 Services were held previously.
 He is survived by wife Toni; daughter Jennifer Wildes 
of Windham, Maine; son Stuart Jr. of Sarasota; sister Anne 
and brother Jim, both of Anna Maria Island, brother Cliff of 
Lakewood Ranch; and father Clifford of Vero Beach. 

Paul Roger Vannette
 Paul Roger Vannette, 75, of Bradenton, died Feb. 16.
 Born in New Era, Mich., Mr. Vannette moved to Man-
atee County in 1987 from Holland, Mich. He worked for 
Baker Furniture, Gray’s Mobile Home and Sligh Furniture 
and Clocks. He served in the U.S. Army Air Force in Korea. 
He was a member of the Anna Maria Island Power Squadron 
and served as its commander in 2003. He was a member of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, Elks, 
Moose Lodge and the Holiday Rambler RV Club. He was a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church.
 Services were Feb. 20 at Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, 
Bradenton. Memorial contributions may be made to the Anna 
Maria Island Power Squadron, in care of Ann Blake, 5115 
17th Ave. W., Bradenton FL 34219. Shannon Funderal Home 
was in charge of arrangements.
 He is survived by wife Patricia Starnes; sons Steven 
and wife Sandy of Holland, and Thomas and wife Vicky 
of Holland; daughters Diane Slenk of Holland and Nancy 
Pepera and husband Kevin of Bradenton; stepdaughter Susan 
Highsmith Graveline and husband Daniel; stepson Michael 
Highsmith and wife Jill; 13 grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. 

Pierre ‘Pete’ Tessier 
 Pierre ‘Pete’ Tessier, 60, died Feb. 22. 
 Mr. Tessier was born in Montreal, Canada, Dec. 31, 

1947, to Fred and Margot Tessier 
and lived since 1962 in Braden-
ton and on Anna Maria Island. He 
was a longtime employee of Shells 
Restaurant and owner/operator of 
Pete’s Marine Construction.
 He is survived by brother Dan 
Tessier and wife Suzanne White 
of Bradenton; sisters Marilyn Tes-
sier Brady and husband Dr. Lou 
Brady of Longwood, Fla., Jen-
nifer Adams and husband John 
of Bluffton, S.C.; nephews Ryan 

Ross and Trevor Brady; nieces Amy Nash and Alexis Brady; 
aunt and godmother Elsie Lalonde and Laurette Robillard of 
Montreal.
 A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. Sunday, March 
9, at Brown & Sons Funeral Homes & Crematory 26th Street 
Chapel, 5624 26th St. W., Bradenton. Brown & Sons Funeral 

Center raises 
$200,000 at Affaire

 With this year’s Affaire to Remember, the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center raised an estimated 
$200,000, based on preliminary calculations.
 The gala took place at the Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria, on Feb. 23.
 Center executive director Pierrette Kelly said the 
fundraising amount was a generous response from the 
community and exceeded organizers’ expectations.
 The evening featured dancing and music, wining 
and dining and a lot of raffl ing and auctioning of prizes, 
including several traditional prize awards — a golf cart, 
a TV and a diamond necklace.
 Michael Childress won the necklace, Pauly Huff-
man of Hurricane Hanks the golf cart and Andy Dein-
inger the television set.
 The next major fundraising event planned for the 
Center is the annual Tour of Homes, which will take 
place Saturday, March 15.

Homes is in charge of arrangements.
 In lieu of fl owers, memorial donations may be made 
to: Tidewell Hospice and Palliative Care, 5955 Rand Blvd., 
Sarasota FL 34238.

Pierre ‘Pete’ Tessier 

Beth Bender bids enthusiastically at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center’s annual fundraiser, Affaire 
to Remember.

The Anna Maria Island Community Center’s gym was 
transformed into a “ballroom” with rows of auction 
items on display for the annual fundraiser, Affaire to 
Remember, Saturday night.
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Cortez rewards services at festival
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 “They were really sneaky about it,” Roger Allen 
said of his special award at the Cortez Commercial 
Fishing Festival. 
 He was honored along with seven others at the 
festival weekend before last. He is manager of Cortez 
historic sites for the Manatee County clerk of the circuit 
court, Richard “Chips” Shore. 
 He handles the Florida Maritime Museum, much of 
the work of the Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage, 
the FISH Preserve nature area, traditional boatbuild-
ing program, and a good part of the FISH-sponsored 
festival, including rewarding Cortezians for their good 
work. 
 Honored with him with community service recog-
nition awards were: 
 John McDonald, for gathering important artifacts 

for the museum and producing the Commercial Fishing 
Timeline exhibition in the museum. 
 Kaye and Sam Bell, for spending months scanning 
historic and Cortez family images and helping set up 
the museum’s Families section. 
 Carole and John Brigham, for helping gather the 
museum’s library, moving and shelving it, and begin-
ning “the long process of cataloging the collection.” 
 Ed Niezpodziany and Janet Diseroad, for years of 
working on the festivals and running the Cortez Film 
Festival shown during the celebration. 
 The plaques for their awards were among the 
responsibilities of Allen, who delivered the plaques to 
the festival co-chairs, Karen Bell and Linda Molto. 
 Unbeknownst, he delivered his own plaque to 
them, to be awarded to him in ceremonies later at the 
festival.
 “Talk about sneaky,” he chortled happily. 

W.H. “Snooks” Adams proudly shows his “Living 
Legend Award, 2007” presented by the Florida Insti-
tute for Saltwater Heritage last year at the Cortez 
Commercial Fishing Festival, although he was not 
available then to accept the award in person. He 
received the award this week at his home in Holmes 
Beach. Adams retired as police chief of Holmes 
Beach in 1978 but he was raised in Cortez and is a 
member of one of the village’s founding families. He 
will celebrate his 91st birthday in April. Islander 
Photo: Bonner Joy

Planck goes coconuts
Piroska Planck can’t bear wasting the coconuts that 
are produced by the trees at her Key Royale home, 
so she brought them to work at SunCoast Real Estate 
at 5402 Marina Drive in the Island Shopping Center, 
where she encourages folks to help themselves. And, 
she adds, you can address and mail them to friends, 
family, teachers and such “back north,” with just 
some postage added. “It’s really fun to mail them,” 
she says. Planck also provides directions for consum-
ing and planting them. Call Planck for more informa-
tion at 941-730-9667. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

Artists Guild announces 
March meeting

 The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island will meet 
at 1 p.m. Monday, March 3, at the Episcopal Church of 
the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The program will include a talk with Robin 
Kaercher, executive director of the Arts Council of 
Manatee County.
 Also, AGAMI will host an “Artrageous” sale at 
the Guild Gallery and on the sidewalks of the Island 
Shopping Center, 5414 Marina Drive, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, March 8.
 For more information about the meeting, call 941-
778-6694. For information about the sale, including 
becoming a vendor, call Judy Strom at 941-761-1132.

Performance to benefi t 
Star of the Seas

 Entertainer Paul Todd will perform in a benefi t 
show at 7 p.m. Monday, March 3, at St. Mary, Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church, 4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key.
 Todd is a composer and singer who has performed 
with the Gatlin Brothers, Pointer Sisters and Amy 
Grant.
 He is donating half of all ticket proceeds for the 
night to the Women’s Guild of St. Mary’s for local char-
ity work.
 Tickets are $20.
 For more information, call 941-383-8037.

Privateers, Hooters 
co-host car show

 The Anna Maria Island Privateers has paired with 
Hooters of Bradenton to present a “Midnight Madness” 
car, truck and bike show on Saturday, March 1.
 The event will take place from 8 p.m. to midnight 
at Hooters, 4908 14th St. W., Bradenton. Money raised 
from the event will support the Privateers’ community 
programs.
 For more information, call Roger “HooDat” Mur-
phree at 214-714-3953.

Longboat Key Garden Club 
plans tour March 1

 The Longboat Key Garden Club will host its 32nd 
annual Home Tour from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1.
 The event will include visits to six homes, the 
Longboat Key Center for the Arts and Joan M. Durante 
Park.
 A $20 per person donation will support community 
projects and scholarships.
 For more information, call tour chair Jackie Salvino 
at 941-383-1406.

Artists Guild announces 
March honorees

 The Artists Guild of Anna Maria will feature two 
artists — Chris Huntington and Darlene Holbrook — in 
March.
 Huntington has been drawing or painting all of her 
life. “The joy of it is to create something that stirs emo-
tion in the viewer,” says the long-time member of the 
Monday Morning Painters, a group that meets Mondays 
at the Cafe on the Beach.
 Holbrook graduated from high school with an art 
scholarship and studied at Bakersfi eld College in Cali-
fornia. She took classes at the University of Central 
Oklahoma and also studied under Mitsuno Uno Reedy 
of Oklahoma City and Ben Konas from Sante Fe, N.M. 
She moved to Florida in 1989 and retired in 2000. She 
works mainly in pastels and oils, creating portraits, still 
life and landscapes.
 At 5:30 p.m. Friday, March 7, AGAMI will wel-
come both artists to a public reception at its gallery, 
5413 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

Moose, WMFR Auxiliary raise 
funds for fi re district

 The West Manatee Fire Rescue Auxiliary recently 
presented the fi re district with $1,000 for fi re prevention 
programs. 
 The money will be used for supplies and educa-
tional materials.
 The auxiliary also presented the district with 
$250 for veterinary care for the district’s arson detec-
tion canine. The auxiliary raised half of that money 
and the Anna Maria Island Moose Lodge contributed 
half, according to WMFR Auxiliary president Rhoda 
D’Ambra.

Writers group to meet
 The Gulf Coast Writers group will meet Monday, 
March 3, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The meeting, featuring Islander Charles Canniff 
and the “Main Hatch Motley” group from the Gulf 
Coast Maritime Museum, will take place at 1:15 p.m.
 For more information, call Nancy Colcord at 941-
778-7631.

Seal marks the spot
A replica of Holmes Beach’s 
seal went up on city hall last 

week. Mayor Rich Bohnen-
berger had announced in 
January plans to put the 

$3,600 aluminum medal-
lion on the structure with the 

support of the city commis-
sion. “We’ve had people 

come in here more than once 
thinking they’re in Anna 

Maria City Hall,” the mayor 
said. Magee Signs supplied 

and installed the seal on 
the building. City Hall was 

designed by architect Pat 
Fletcher of Anna Maria. 

Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Last year’s Cortez ‘Living legend’
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet includes 

dessert  $9.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mike Sales
Wed. - Larry Rich

Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner Come by boat - Marker #49 • 4628 119th St. W.

(Cortez Rd. W, turn S at traffi c light)
941-798-2035 • WWW.BAYSIDEBANQUETHALL.COM

Bayside BanQuet Hall
WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • EVENTS

TIKI BAR
Opens at 2pm!

Full Bar • Live Music at 5:30pm
Dance by the Fireside • Enjoy Beautiful Sunsets 

Parties Welcome!
Sorry, no credit/debit cards

Come Discover Us!

Join us for a Food Experience

“Old Florida” style
with Pete Barreda & Marisela

Monday March 3 • 5pm
• Coconut Curried Shrimp

• Blue Crab Gumbo • Cebich

Mondays Will Never Be The Same!CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

“The Birds” is the latest CD from part-time Islander 
Pierre Chatillon.

Snowbird honors 
‘The Birds’

 Part-time Islander Pierre Chatillon has returned to 
Anna Maria and brought a new musical release — “The 
Birds.
 Chatillon is a composer, artist and author.
 His previous works include an autobiography called 
“The Sand Castle,” the creation of a literary park in 
Quebec, and a musical CD called “Air for Claire.”
 “The Birds” was recorded last July and contains six 
instrumental pieces — “The Birds,” “A Day in June,” 
“I Lost a Bird,” “A Summer Day,” “The Call” and “The 
Dance.”
 For more information, go to www.pierrechatillon.
com.

 Anna Maria ordered to show 
cause in Gee lawsuit
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
  Anna Maria resident Laura Gee of South Bay Bou-
levard appears to have taken the fi rst round in her legal 
action against the Anna Maria City Commission for 
approving multiple variances for her neighbor on South 
Bay Boulevard, Terry Olesen.
  Circuit Judge Paul Logan on Feb. 15 said that 
upon further review of Gee’s petition, he found Gee 
has “demonstrated a preliminary basis for relief.” He 
added that he found it “appropriate” to direct the city to 
“show cause” as to “why relief should not be granted.” 
Logan gave the city until March 6 to respond.

  Gee had fi led a legal action against the commission 
after it granted a number of variances to Olesen to allow 
him to complete a renovation project on his house. Gee 
is Olesen’s neighbor on the north side of his property.
  The variances were the result of another legal pro-
ceedings that resulted in a court-ordered mediation 
settlement between Olesen and the city over ownership 
of a 10-foot easement on the north side of the Olesen 
property, between his property and Gee’s.
 The Olesen family sued the city in late 2006 after 
negotiations with the city to resolve the ownership 
issue were unsuccessful. The suit came several months 
after then-building offi cial Kevin Donovan issued a 
stop-work order for the renovation project because 
he believed the project was encroaching on city prop-
erty.
 The Olesens countered the city’s claim with a 
number of letters from then-city offi cials in the early 
1980s indicating the city believed the Olesens owned 
the easement. However, no record of any offi cial vaca-
tion of the easement by the city to the Olesens was 
discovered.

Islander graduates from USF
 William Mason Zoller recently graduated from the 
University of South Florida with a degree in electrical 
engineering.
 Zoller graduated magna cum laude.
 He is the youngest of the late Jack Zoller and Alice 
Guthrie.
 He grew up on Anna Maria Island, attending Anna 
Maria Elementary, King Middle and Manatee High 
schools.

New York show to feature 
LBK artist

 Longboat Key artist Barbara L. Harrison’s sculptures 
will be featured in a New York City show this month.
 The work will be showcased at Ramses Serrano’s 
new gallery in Chelsea. Serrano operates the Sonnet 
Gallery of Fine Art in Sarasota.
 Harrison has exhibited her sculpture throughout 
the United States, including exhibits at the New York 
Academy of Design, the Corcoran Gallery in Washing-
ton, D.C., and an exhibit at Princeton University.
 For more information, go to www.sonnetgallery.
com.

Penny Flower Show planned
 The Anna Maria Garden Club’s annual Penny 
Flower Show will take place from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 19, at Roser Memorial Community 
Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 The show, sponsored by The Islander, includes 
penny “votes” for fl oral arrangements, a bake sale, plant 
sale and raffl e.
 For more information, call Jean Taylor at 941-778-
4683.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!
6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 

Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

We buy antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-07071002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat
Located in the Historic East Antiques Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!District- park and walk to area stores!

Outdoor Antique Market
8am-2pm • Sun • March 9

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

RRRRRRRetro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Vintage Clothes 

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Prom Dresses

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Wedding Dresses 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!Chic Boutiques!

March 1, Saturday & Sunday, 8am-4pm: Monthly Longboat 
Key Market Arts and Crafts Fair, Whitney Beach Plaza 
March 2, Sunday, 8am: Ginny’s Flea Market, across from 
Ginny’s in Anna Maria. 
March 8, Saturday: Privateers Thieves Market at Coquina 
Beach.
March 9, Sunday: Historic East Manatee Outdoor Antique 
Market, 1002 Manatee Ave. E. 

h 1,1  SSattururdaday y & & SuSundndayay, , 8a8 m-4p4pmm: Montnthlhly y LoLongngboboooooatatatat 
Markete AArts anandd CrC aftss FFaia r WWhitney BBeach PPlaza

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

 Braden River Antiques Braden River Antiques is an antique 
lover’s dream-come-true store. Located in the historic East Manatee 
Antique District, this 3,000-square-foot store has an unbelievable 
selection of antiques. Owner Jess Sturevant grew up in the antique 
business and at 23 years old, he has an incredible amount of knowledge 
of antiques from many eras. 
 Jess also has the most valuable asset of all — a great eye. The 
store has an amazing selection of artwork from traditional scenes to 
wildly unique décor items. The store also houses chic modern furniture, 
stylish primitive pieces and elegant classic pieces. 
 Jess is always busy, whether out buying estate items, shipping 
impressive fi nds to West Coast auctions or helping customers in the 
shop. He is an energetic and fresh presence on the local antique scene.
 Three years into being and Braden River is a must-stop on every 
antique hound’s list. If you haven’t been — go!

A Room A Room 
withwith a a Hue Hue 

Hand-Painted Furniture 
Home Decor • Faux Finishing  

Unique Handbags 
12518 Cortez Rd. W., Cortez Village 

by the Cortez Bridge 
798-9034 • www.aroomwithahue.com 

10-4, Wed.-Sat. or by appointment 

‘Surprise Garden’ 
getting coquina, horse

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 The “Surprise Garden” of the late, unpredictable, 
surprising artist Robert Sailors is being restored at the 
Florida Maritime Museum in Cortez. 
 Sailors was an internationally famed weaver who 
lived and worked in the building in the 1980s and 
1990s. He was welcome by the residents of the historic 
fi shing village, and appreciated as a “character.”
 When hurried or interrupted in his artistry, Sailors 
from time to time would answer his doorbell “buck 
naked,” said a Cortez old-timer. He did so one time too 
many for a postman, who on the second such incident 
informed the artist he could collect his mail from the 
post offi ce from then on. 

Cortez museum 
volunteers Sam 
Bell and John 
McDonald pose 
with the horse 
sculpture that 
came with the 
property from 
the days when 
artist Robert 
Sailors lived 
and worked 
there. It will 
again grace the 
gardens soon. 
Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Roger 
Allen

PLEASE SEE CORTEZ, NEXT PAGE
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRR
a

sss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	

 ���������������
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
� NauticalsNauticals
� AntiquesAntiques
� Curiosit iesCuriosit ies
� Mermaids &Mermaids &

PiratesPirates

������ �� 	
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5 OUT OF 4 PEOPLE 
SHOP AT GINNY’S

Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the old IGA

9807 Gulf Drive• Anna Maria
Opens at 7am Tuesday-Saturday and 8am on Sunday

Hi,  I’m Ginny!
Visit me for the best in 
home furnishings and 
accessories with a funky, 
swanky fl air!

And don’t forget our

Gigantic Flea Market
Sunday, March 2

Ginny’s  778-3170  •  Jane E’s  778-7370

Hi,  I’m Jane E.  Visit my Bakery,  
Internet Cafe and Smoothie Bar for 
something yummy in your tummy!

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell In a Nutshell 
1002 Manatee Ave. E., 

Bradenton 
In the Historic East Manatee 

Anitque District 
10-4 • Tuesday-Saturday 

941-750-0707941-750-0707

Kitty and Tiki frame Braden River Antiques owner Jess 
Sturevant. Jess is known to many collectors for his 
great eye for artwork and overall great taste. 

Tiki shakes it up next to a fun tiki bar at Braden River, 
where classic tiki and exotica pieces — from furniture 
to lamps to cocktail sets — are featured.

Kitty can’t wait to get her “paws” on this funky feline 
sculpture. Braden River is full of surprises — and a 
fun store for treasure hunting. 

Furniture and Unique Home Décor 

611 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton 
Tuesday-Saturday • 941-749-1166 

In the historic East Manatee Shopping District

CONSIGNMENT 
FURNISHINGS 

New Monthly Markdowns
Now Accepting Designer Women’s 

Clothing and Accessories

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

*sale excludes December Diamonds, Cactus, Focus and Swimwear.

STOCK UP FOR 
CHRISTMAS 2008!
50% TO70%OFF
 all Christmas Merchandise

Great Gifts
• San Francisco
  Music Boxes
• Nightlights
• Candles
• Fairies
• Dolls, Bears
• Potpourri
  and more!

Casual to Dressy Fashions
• French Dressing
  Jeanswear
• Cactus,  Focus
• Purses, Sandals
• Accessories
• Swimsuits for 
  all ages, shapes
  and sizes!

UP TO 50% OFF 
VARIOUS GIFTS

UP TO 70% OFF 
LOTS OF FASHIONS

NEW 

ARRIVALS 

DAILY

sale40% off
VARIOUS GIFTS 
AND DOLLS!40% off

50% off ALL CLOTHING! 
ACCESSORIES!
VARIOUS GIFTS!

Women’s! 

Men’s! 

Children’s!

3 days only   Tues,  Wed, Thurs  May 8, 9, 10 

GET-ACQUAINTED

You’ll be 

tickled pink at 

our selection!

*FREE WITH $10 PURCHASE $1 OFF FISH AND CHIPS

4000 Gulf Drive • 941-778-5442 • At the Manatee Public Beach

BEACH SHOPT
H
E

 INVITES YOU TO COME IN AND CHECK OUT 
                       OUR GREAT SELECTION OF 
                   FASHIONS AND GIFTS!

YOU’LL BE TICKLED YOU’LL BE TICKLED 
PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!

Fashions from 
Cruisewear to Beachwear

plus jewelry, hats, shoes, purses
and Great Gifts for everyone!

Tide and Moon  Tide and Moon  JJewelryewelry

Find us at

Club Bamboo Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.40502502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach • 941.778.4050

Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

“Where fine meets “Where fine meets funkyfunky” ” 

Where fi ne meets funky25% 
Off 
all rings 
one week only 
2/20-2/27/08

We’re doin’ 
a ring thing!

Best Kept Secret on the Island 
Seek out your treasures today!

 The building, built in 1912, was bought in 2000 by 
Manatee County with state help to be turned into a com-
munity center and museum. Restoration has taken place 
since then, and it has recently opened to the public. It 
houses artifacts from the village’s commercial fi shing 
past and present, recording a way of life that is fast 
disappearing. 
 Sailors turned the sturdy old school building into 
his studio and residence, and part of his development 
included the garden attached to the building’s southwest 
corner. It was built of a very rare type of coquina coral, 
said Roger Allen, manager of Cortez historic sites. 
 The coquina was used in Florida’s early days as 
a building material, both as rock and mortar. Now the 
museum has acquired a supply of it from an old quarry 
in the Florida Keys and is using it to fi ll out the fl oor of 
the “surprise garden.”
 One wall of the garden is a cascade, with water 

fl owing, and the museum has found a source for tile 
similar to that used by Sailors in his waterfall. 
 A Cortez craftsperson is repairing leaded glass 
panes used in the garden. Florida fl owers and plants 
will almost fi nish up the beautifying project. 

 The crowning touch, though, will be reinstallation 
of the fountain sculpture of a six-foot-tall horse of stain-
less steel and copper. Over the past several years it has 
been stolen twice and recovered twice. It will go on a 
permanent base now being installed. 

Cortez garden gets rehab 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 Cortez museum curator in new job

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 Jeff Moates, curator of the Florida Maritime 
Museum n Cortez for the past year, is going onward 
and upward, but not away. 
 He has been named director of the West Central 
Regional Center of the Florida Public Archaeology 
Network in the state’s Division of Historic Resources. 
He will be leaving as soon as a few technical steps 
for state employment are completed, he said. 
  In his new job he will help governments in 
nine counties, including Manatee, with “heritage 

preservation,” he said, preserving archeological 
resources such as state parks, historic and archeo-
logical sites and such places as Cortez, which is 
designated as a historic village. He will be based 
at the University of South Florida in Tampa. 
 He grew up in Bradenton and graduated in 
historical archeology from the University of West 
Florida in Pensacola. He and his wife, a school 
teacher in Palmetto, and their son live in Bradenton. 
 “This has been a great place to work,” he said. 
“Cortez has some kind of fl air, a special heartbeat, 
that draws people.”
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 3-04-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Salad, entrée, dessert
and a select bottle of

red or white wine.
Mon-Thurs., excludes holidays.

Expires 3-04-08E

r Tw

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

and sun. 4:30-8pm

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

WWWWWWinner 2007 Taste of Manatee - 5 awards!

West Bradenton man 
torpedoed three times 

during war
 Most World War II veterans who served in the U.S. 
Navy or Merchant Marine were lucky to survive one 
sinking of their ship by an enemy torpedo.
 Bill Hepburn of west Bradenton considers himself 
extremely lucky. As a member of the U.S. Merchant 
Marine, he had three ships torpedoed from underneath 
him during the war, and lived to tell about each of 
them.
 Bill’s WWII saga began in White Plains, N.Y., 
where he was in the 10th-grade on Dec. 7, 1941 — the 
Day of Infamy.
 “A certain group of my friends went down to join up 
right after Pearl Harbor, but there were some who just 
weren’t interested. I was too young to join,” recalled 
Bill.
 He and his family moved to just outside Philadel-
phia in 1942 and Bill graduated from high school in 
1943. Facing the draft when he turned 18, his father 
wanted him to apply to West Point, but Bill had met a 
guy in the Merchant Marine.
 “I thought the Merchant Marine would be exciting, 
so I applied for cadet training,” he said.
 He was accepted and sent to California for his basic 
training. After that, however, Bill fi gured he could get 
his engineer’s license faster on his own, rather than 
complete the cadet course, which would take at least 
another year.
 He resigned from the cadet school and was sent to 
New York, where he joined a merchant ship headed to 
England.
 “It was the Cedar Creek. I remember it well. It was 
a tanker. I was assigned to the engine room as a cleaner 
to learn the ropes. I guess I was too young to be scared. 
The ‘old salts’ helped you as long as you didn’t try to 
be ‘Mr. Big’ to them.”
 On his first convoy, the ship behind the Cedar 
Creek, which was carrying 100-octane aviation gas, 
was torpedoed by a German U-boat, but the convoy 
didn’t stop. The Navy had escort vessels for such rescue 
missions.
 On Bill’s next voyage, he wasn’t so lucky. His 
tanker was again carrying aviation gas and this time, 
the German torpedo found its mark.
 “I was on the bow of the ship when the torpedo 
hit. I went fl ying through the air and into the water. 
Fortunately, I had been a diver in school and I managed 

Bill Hepburn, 
back row, 
second from 
left, with his 
World War 
II Merchant 
Marine cadet 
class.

to get in the water safely. I was also lucky I had a life 
jacket on.”
 In the cold and rough seas of the North Atlantic, 
Bill knew he could only survive a few hours, at best.
 He managed to swim some distance underwater to 
escape from the gasoline burning on the surface. He 
was in the water for about two hours when a life raft 
with two other survivors fl oated by and picked him 
up.
 “If that life raft hadn’t come by, I wouldn’t have 
lasted too much longer. I guess God was watching out 
for me. We didn’t see a ship for two days, but luckily, 
those rafts had food and water.”
 On the third day afl oat, a British rescue ship came 
by and took Bill and the other survivors aboard. They 
were taken to England, where Bill learned that he would 
have to fi nd his own way back to the United States.
 “I had to pay for a berth on the Queen Elizabeth,” 
he said with a laugh.
 Returning stateside, Bill took a month off to recover, 
but realized he had to get on another ship or he could 
be drafted. At that time, the Merchant Marine was not 
considered an armed service, although it suffered more 
casualties proportionally during the war than the Army 
or Navy.
 Bill made several uneventful crossings following 
his bout with the cold Atlantic waters, then joined the 
crew of a tanker heading to the Pacifi c.
 “I thought it was headed to Europe, but once you 
signed on, you couldn’t back out,” he recalled.
 By this time, he had been promoted and received 
his engineer’s license. He was in a number of convoys 
to various Pacifi c destinations, including India, Mada-
gascar and Hawaii. He eventually joined the crew of a 
tanker heading back to New York from California.
 Somewhere in the Pacifi c, the ship was torpedoed 
by a Japanese submarine. The tanker was carrying regu-

lar gasoline, which didn’t explode and burn like the 
aviation fuel. Bill was in the engine room at the time 
and the deck above him collapsed, trapping him as the 
ship began to sink.
 “I’ll never forget it. A black guy on the crew came 
down and hauled me up and into a life raft. I can only 
remember now that his fi rst name was John. He saved 
my life. I later heard that he got killed on his next 
voyage. That really shook me.”
 Bill later traveled to Harlem in New York City to 
pay his respects to John’s family.
 “I told his mom and dad what he had done. It was 
an emotional visit. He was a hero to me.”
 By now, Bill had had enough of ocean-going tank-
ers, and got a job on a nice freighter plying the waters 
of the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence Seaway.
 On the day the ship stopped in Newfoundland, 
Bill’s appendix burst and he stayed in the hospital for 
two months.
 Surprisingly, although Canada was an allied coun-
try, the authorities considered him an illegal alien after 
30 days and planned to arrest him. He managed to get 
out of the predictament by just leaving the hospital and 
fi nding a U.S. ship in port.
 Returning to the states, he had to take an assignment 
on another freighter, this one headed to the Pacifi c.
 After passing through the Panama Canal, Bill’s luck 
turned sour for the third time. Somewhere off the coast 
of Mexico, this ship was also torpedoed by a Japanese 
submarine.
 Again, Bill was in the water fi ghting for his life, 
but, luckily, the ship wasn’t carrying ammunition or 
gas. Without the raging fi res of his other two sinkings 
to contend with, Bill managed to get a lot of men off 
the ship and into the life rafts.
 Following that adventure, Bill sailed on a number 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR 
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD 

AND THE BEST VIEW 
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Cancun 
Mexican-Cuban 

Grill
Specializing in Masas de Puerco
Palomilla Steak • Lechon Asado

Sizzling Fajitas

Special

20% off 
total check

with this coupon. One coupon per check.
Order from regular menu. Not valid with any 

other offer. Coupon good thru 3/10/08.

99¢ Margaritas 
with any food purchase 

all day Tuesdays and Thursdays

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm
2-for-1 Draft Beer

Open 11 - 10 Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 
Fridays and Saturdays 11 - 11

CLOSED MONDAYS

5120 Manatee Ave. W
Bradenton • 747-2552

of troop ships heading to and from the Pacifi c The-
ater, taking replacements over and bringing back the 
wounded.
 “Thankfully, the rest of the war passed without any 
more incidents,” remembered Bill. “I think I’d used up 
all my lives by that time.”
 After the war ended, he stayed in the Merchant 
Marine until 1949. He then returned to Pennsylvania 
where he enrolled in Muhlenberg College in Allenton. 
He had saved quite a bit for his college education, but 
found out when he enrolled in college that his father 
had ‘borrowed’ his money to start a business.
 Nonetheless, Bill still managed to get through col-
lege, get married and start a family.
 After graduation, he took a nice, safe job with the 
H. J. Heinz Company of Pittsburgh. After fi ve years 
with the company, he opened a hobby shop, and in 
1963, moved to west Bradenton, which at that time was 
considered “in the woods,” he said.
 Time has dimmed Bill’s memory of the sinkings 
and the names of all the fellow sailors who went down 
with those ships. There are some things about the war 
that, to this day, he doesn’t like to recall. Losing so 
many friends to enemy fi re is one of them.
 But Bill has no regrets about joining the Merchant 
Marine. He did his part for the war effort.
  “I’m extremely proud of my service and I’m very 
lucky to have made it through the war. I survived three 
ships being sunk beneath me, when so many of my 
friends didn’t make it. I was just blessed by God to 
come through.”
 A proud member of the Greatest Generation.

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Islander’s Bataan Death 
March survival story on sale 

at Heritage Week
 Islander Steve Raymond, whose World War II story 
of surviving the Bataan Death March appeared in the 
March 14, 2007, issue of The Islander, will have his 
memoir book “Too Dead to Die” on sale at the Anna 
Maria Heritage Festival on March 1.
  Except for his war experiences, he spent the fi rst half 
century of his life on Anna Maria Island and was a reporter 
for Tampa Bay area newspapers all his working life.
 He was a prisoner-of-war work slave for the Japanese 
for nearly four years in the Philippines and Japan during 
WWII, and survived numerous close calls with death to 
return following the war to Anna Maria Island.
 Now 91 years old and living near Crystal River 
with his wife, his book is based on a diary he kept 
hidden from the Japanese during his POW years.
 To order advance copies of the book, call Steve or 
Marie Raymond at 352-527-0389.

Bill Hep-
burn and 
his wife 
Vivian 
have 
lived in 
Braden-
ton since 
1963. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Rick 
Catlin

Museum sells fresh-baked history
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 One day a week, visitors are welcomed to the Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society Museum for a slice of 
history and a loaf of fresh-baked bread.
 Each Wednesday morning during the winter and 
spring, about a dozen volunteer bakers deliver loaves 
of early settlers bread to 
the museum.
 The loaves, packaged 
in clear plastic and selling 
for $4 each, are spread 
out on a desk near the 
entrance to the museum 
at 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. On a cool morn-
ing, the scent will drift 
into the parking lot, per-
haps enticing pedestrians 
on Pine Avenue.
 Volunteer Penny 
Webster coordinates the 
baking. Her husband, 
Web Webster, serves as 
one of the bakers.
 So on Tuesdays, their home in Palma Sola Park 
becomes a bakery.
 And on Wednesdays, beginning at 10 a.m., they 
volunteer as museum docents and bread sellers.
 “There’s no preservatives in it,” Web Webster said 
of the bread. “That’s why it’s called settlers bread.”

 On a recent Wednesday morning at the museum, 
Penny Webster held out a loaf of white bread, as if 
weighing it in her hand.
 “It’s heavy,” she said. I like bread that has a body 
to it. Toasted this is just great.”
 “We have many repeat customers,” Web Webster 
added.

 As if on cue, a woman 
walked into the museum, 
reached into her purse and 
fi shed for four bills.
 “One, please,” said 
the customer, Katie Millen 
of Holmes Beach and Saug-
atuck, Mich.
 Millen said she pur-
chased a loaf every two 
weeks. “I keep it in the 
freezer,” she said. “It’s sub-
stantial and lasts me two 
weeks or so. It’s just deli-
cious. I’d like the recipe.”
 But the Websters 
aren’t sharing that.
 “We’re not supposed 

to give away the recipe,” Penny said.
 “That’s why we have repeat customers week after 
week, year after year,” added Web.
 “And we sometimes sell out — sometimes it’s all gone 
by 11 a.m.,” Penny boasted, adding, “I’m getting hungry.”

Web Webster sells Priscilla Trommater a loaf of early 
settlers bread at the Anna Maria Island Historical 
Society’s museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. The 
group sells the fresh-baked bread on Wednesdays. 
For more information, call 941-778-0492. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 3/04/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B4444B44BB44B4444

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

Wednesday, Feb. 27
10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Florida Sarasota-Man-

atee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning speaker series features Joe Kerata 
talking about “The Time Machine” at the Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna 
Maria. Information and reservations: 941-359-4296.

Noon to 3 p.m. — The Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key, hosts a fi nancial planning workshop. Information: 941-
383-6491 or www.islandchapel.com.

5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a busi-
ness card exchange at Century Bank, 6351 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. 
Information and registration: 941-778-1541.

Thursday, Feb. 28
9 a.m. — Writers Andrew Clyde Little and Tom Henighan discuss cre-

ative writing in a three-hour workshop at the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Fee. Information and reservations: 
941-778-1908.
 11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber 
of Commerce hosts a luncheon at Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse and Wine 
Bar, 2001 Siesta Drive, Sarasota. Information: 941-383-2466.
 1 p.m. — The St. Bernard CCW’s Winter Card Party takes place at the 
Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive. Information: 941-792-0311.
 7 p.m. — Proceeds from this week’s bingo games at the Annie Silver 
Community Center, 103 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach, will benefi t shooting 
victim Sue Normand. Information: 941-778-1915.

Friday, Feb. 29
 11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts its 
annual fashion show at the Bradenton Country Club, 4646 Ninth Ave. W., 
Bradenton. Fee. Information and reservations: 941-778-1541.

Saturday, March 1
 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Harvey Memorial Church, 300 Church St., Braden-
ton Beach, hosts a rummage sale — plus refreshments, food and musical 
entertainment.
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 
meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-795-8697.
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The Longboat Garden Club hosts its 32nd annual 
Home Tour of six homes, the art center and Durante Park.

Event notices
 Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. 
Please include time, date and location of the event, 
as well as a contact name, phone number and e-mail 
address. The deadline for submissions is at least one 
week prior to the desired Wednesday publication 
date. Remember, the sooner you submit your notice, 
the sooner The Islander can announce the event.

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts 
Heritage Days at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 
941-778-0492.

10 a.m — The Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes beach, 
hosts a demonstration in the use of yupo. Information: 941-778-6648.

Sunday, March 2
7 p.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 

Beach, hosts an Irish Variety Show featuring music, dance and comedy to 
raise money for a new church air-conditioning system. Fee. Information and 
tickets: 941-778-4769.

Monday, March 3
1 p.m. — The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island meets at the Episcopal 

Church of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The program 
will include a talk with Robin Kaercher, executive director of the Arts Council 
of Manatee County. Information: 941-778-6694.

1:15 p.m. — The Gulf Coast Writers of Anna Maria Island meets at the 
Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. For more informa-
tion, call 941-778-7631.

7 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sara-
sota, hosts a lecture — “Things I Learned at Sea” — with Captain William 
“Bill” Pinkney. Information: 941-388-4441.

Tuesday, March 4
10 a.m. — A family story hour takes place at the Island Branch Library, 

5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and a pro-

gram at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. 
The speaker is Linda Riggs of the Humane Society of Manatee County. Fee. 
Information: 941-778-1880.

6:30 p.m. — American Museum of Natural History’s Margaret Mead 
Traveling Film and Video Festival opens at the South Florida Museum, 201 
10th St. W. Fee. Information: 941-746-4131 or www.southfl oridamuseum.
org.

Wednesday, March 5
 11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts 
a luncheon at the Stonewood Grille, 7110 Cortez Road, Bradenton. Fee. 
Information: 941-778-1541.

Ongoing:
 • The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria continues Jean Black-
burn’s “Myakka Series: New Work,” an exploration of the Myakka River in 
photographs and oil paintings.
 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St. 
N., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. on Thursdays through March. Information: 
941-778-1915.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the month at 
the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society showcases Florida Indian 
artifacts, including Seminole pieces, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, through March 31. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Fee. Information: 941-746-4131.

 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Fees. Information: 941-778-1908, 
or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group 
plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Information: 
941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts meetings of the Inquiring Minds group. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth and 14th streets west 
and Ninth and 17th avenues west in Bradenton — holds art walks on the fi rst 
Fridays and fi rst Saturdays of the month. Information: 941-747-8056.

Coming up:
 • On March 7, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce presents 
the Island Music Festival at the corner of Pine Avenue and Bay Boulevard. 
Information: 941-761-4766.
 • On March 8, the Anna Maria Island Privateers hosts a Thieves Market 
at Coquina Beach. Information: 727-214-8903.
 • March 8-9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents Springfest, 
an arts and crafts show, at the Holmes Beach City Hall fi eld. Information: 
941-778-2099.
 • On March 9, St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast. Fee. Information: 941-778-
4769.
 • On March 11, the Island Players present a benefi t performance of 
“Born Yesterday” to raise money for the Anna Maria Island Relay For Life/
American Cancer Society. Fee. Information: 941-518-4431.

• On March 12, the Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Committee 
presents its annual seminar at Holmes Beach City Hall. This year’s program 
covers Florida-friendly yards and irrigation. 
 • On March 13, “Born Yesterday” opens at the Island Players playhouse 
at Gulf Drive and Pine Avenue in Anna Maria. Fee. Information: 941-778-
6878.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center presents its annual Tour of Homes benefi t. Fee. Information: 
941-778-1908.
 • On March 16, the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade takes place at 4 
p.m. More details to follow.
 • On March 17, the Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach, 
The Islander hosts the annual St. Patrick’s Day breakfast. Tickets at $7.50 

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE

7am-7:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • dinner
12507 Cortez Road

 at the Cortez Fishing Center
(941)  795-4847

Prime Rib
Thursdays! 

2-7:30pm
$7.99

Sauteed Dishes $7.99
daily 2-7:30pm

All with soup or salad,
potato and vegetable

• Grouper, Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

with soup or salad, 
potato and vegetable

Benefi t for
Lexi

12-5 March 1

Available At … ...

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD FEB 28 - MAR 5

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1 LTR$18991.75 
LTR

$1399 
Popov Vodka Kahlua

ooh la 
la

JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH FRI. SAT. & SUN. 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
994999 1-7

TTTTTTuuess -SSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Discover our new dinner menu!Discover our new dinner menu!
Iron Skillet Café 

Seafood Paella 
Tea-Poached Salmon 

Black-and-Blue Sirloin 
Chicken Portobello

Sunday Brunch: Crab Benedict, 
Seafood Omelette, Mimosas

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

j
Just 

visiting
paradise?

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

must be purchased in advance. Information: 941-941-778-4865.

Save the date:
 • On March 22, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts a dance 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • On March 23, the Anna Maria Island Kiwanis host the Easter sunrise 
service at Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach. Information: 941-761-
8834.
 • March 24 through March 29, the Annie Silver Community Center, 
105 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach, hosts Eco Week. Information: 941-778-
4619.
 • On April 4, the Anna Maria Island Privateers head for downtown 
Bradenton and the annual DeSoto Seafood Festival. Information: 727-214-
8903.
 • On April 5, the “Taste of Music Champagne Gala” takes place at the 
northwest Bradenton bayfront estate to raise money for the Anna Maria Island 
Community Chorus. Fee. Information: 941-778-1880.
 • On April 11, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents “Landscapes 
of the Island,” beginning with a reception for the exhibit at the AMIAL gallery, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents the 14th annual 
Manatee High Exhibit, beginning with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit continues through May 28. Infor-
mation: 941-778-2099.

Calendar
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Friends deliver valentine treat to library

Barbara 
Knode and 
Paul Stoddard 
of the Asolo 
Repertory 
Theatre Guild 
Play Readers 
perform “Love 
Letters” Feb. 
12 at the 
Island Branch 
Library, 
5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 
Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Friends of the Island Library presented patrons 
with an early valentine’s gift Feb. 12 — a reading of 
“Love Letters.”
 Barbara Knode and Paul Stoddard of the Asolo 
Repertory Theatre Guild Play Readers performed the 
dramatic reading and Geoffrey Todd directed the play, 
which was written by A.R. Gurney.
 The program, part of the Friends’ lecture series, 
took place in the Walker-Swift Room at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Knode, a Holmes Beach resident and Friends of 
the Island Library member, dedicated the performance 
to Eleanor Walker and Helen Swift, for whom the 
conference room is named. She pointed out that she 

had known both women and that Swift had been her 
mother’s best friend.
 “Helen, this one’s for you,” Knode said before what 
would be an emotional performance.
 Stoddard explained the purpose of the play read-
ers — to entertain, to educate and to provide an outlet 
for theatrical hams.
 With “Love Letters,” the play readers perform 
for various groups, the current repertoire consisting 
of seven plays. Proceeds from the readings go to the 
Asolo’s Access to the Arts program, which helps pay 
for students to attend matinees at the Sarasota theater.
 The play readers took the audience through more 
than 50 years in the lives of Andy and Melissa, who, 
beginning as children, regularly write letters to one 
another and share a lifelong but bittersweet love.
 “I didn’t expect to need a Kleenex,” Jeanette Whith-
ers said at the end of the one-hour performance.
 “Lovely,” said Melissa Cramer.
 The next Friends lecture program will feature 
author T. J. Waters, who wrote “Class 11: Inside the 

CIA’s First Post-9/11 Spy Class,” the story of CIA 
recruits in a post-Sept. 11 climate. That program will 
take place at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 11.
 The March library calendar also includes:
 • Tuesday, March 4, 10 a.m., a family story hour.
 • Wednesday, March 5, 6 p.m., a “Create your Own 
Keychain” class conducted by Creations by L.
 • Thursdays, March 6 and March 20, 8:30 a.m., an 
Internet class for beginners.
 • Saturday, March 8, 10:30 a.m., family origami 
with Judy Pruitt.
 • Saturday, March 8, 2 p.m., a Friends of the Island 
Library travel talk on Japan presented by Paul Stonebridge.
 • Monday, March 17, 1 p.m., a discussion on Earth-
box gardening with inventor Blake Whisenant.
 • Thursday, March 20, 10:15 a.m., a Friends of the 
Island Library book club meeting.
 • Friday, March 20, 9:30 a.m., a Friends of the 
Island Library board meeting.
 For more information about the library and pro-
grams, call 941-778-6341.
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GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Feb 27-- 4:37 0.9 7:41 0.8 2:43 2.0 10:58 -0.1
 Feb 28-- *3:24 2.0  — — — — — —
 Feb 29-- *4:20 1.9 12:22 -0.2  — — — — 
 Mar 01-- *5:40 1.9 1:44 -0.2 — — — —
 Mar 02-- *7:13 1.9 2:48 -0.3 — — — —
 Mar 03-- 11:45 1.2 3:37 -0.4 8:28 2.0 2:03 1.1
 Mar 04-- 11:39 1.3 4:15 -0.5 9:26 2.1 3:10 1.0
 Mar 05-- 11:41 1.3 4:47 -0.4 9:26 2.1 4:00 0.8

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

Hey, here’s some things to think about
 “So what’s the need for beach renourishment?”
 That question was posed by a bright friend the other 
day in the wake of all the talk of pumping sand onto 
our beaches, both here and far. 
 It sounds like a simple question until you start to 
work it through.
 Beach renourishment, for newcomers, is the prac-
tice of getting sand from some place offshore onto our 
beaches, which have lost sand and are now narrow strips 
of shore. The sand vanishes through a variety of reasons: 
erosion, tidal drift or, as some argue, sea level rise. 
 In Southwest Florida, erosion is pretty much a state 
of life for our beaches, so the shores tend to get skinnier 
and skinnier as the years go on and on. 
 If you’re thinking on the “green” side, beach 
renourishment can indeed be called an icky thing. 
 You’re digging up the critters from the Gulf of 
Mexico and disrupting their world as the sand ends up 
on the beach. Sand from somewhere out in the Gulf gets 
pumped onto the beach, be it a few hundred yards out or 
many miles away. Imagine the pipes, imagine the dis-
turbance, imagine the disbalance of the environment.
 Then you’ve got to think of the female sea turtles, 
which have to traverse whatever pumps and pipes are 
out there to get to and from the shore during their nest-

ing cycle in summer if there is any pumping activity 
going on which, it seems, always happens during the 
turtle nesting cycle from May to October.
 And then there’s the sand coming from offshore 
onshore. What about the critters on the beach? What 
about the critters under the beach? What about the crit-
ters upshore of the beach, like birds and all the rest of the 
natural creatures that like to hang out near the water?
 And to continue the “green” aspects of beach 
renourishment, there’s the price.
 If or when there is such a project approved for 
an area, the state and feds generally agree it’s for 50 
years. That means that about $1 million per mile will 
be allocated for new beach every 10 years or so. Those 

fi gures are not accurate per beach per project, but use 
the numbers as a ballpark.
 So, you greenies will say, does this all mean that 
we’re killing turtles and other critters at an astronomical 
cost to just bring some sand to shore?
 And don’t forget that the sand is coming to a place 
that all coastal engineers describe as “unconsolidated sedi-
ments.” Our Islands are sandbars to protect the mainland. 
Nobody was supposed to live out here. Even the Native 
Americans stayed on the mainland, high atop oyster 
mounds. On the mainland. A few thousand years ago. 
 Yep, Anna Maria Island is made up of unconsoli-
dated sediments, basically, which isn’t all that differ-
ent from a sandbar. Actually, it’s exactly like a sandbar, 
except people have chosen to live on it. Where’s the 
“beef” underneath? It’s not there. What a beach renour-
ishment project is doing is putting more sand on a sand-
bar where no one should be living on in the fi rst place.

But?
 But we do live out here. As for the resorts, restau-
rants, homes, businesses — take the order of the above 
as you will —here we are.
 For the perhaps “non-greenies,” a beach renourish-
ment is a godsend. It generally adds 250 feet of width to 
a beach that is dangerously close to a house or a condo 
or a restaurant or a resort. The beach add-on adds on 
to tourist revenue, general business revenue, general 
happy-time revenue.
 Anna Maria Island has gone through a series of 
beach renourishment projects. Some have been prob-
lematic, with arguably more problems than sand. Some 
went more smoothly, and upcoming ones promise to be 
sublime … depending on how much of a greenie you’re 
proclaiming to be.

The question
 “So what’s the need for beach renourishment?”
 Beach renourishment has some questionable prob-
lems with the environment.
 Beach renourishment has positive aspects for the 
Island.
 As I said at the start of this diatribe, it was a good 
question. E-mail me at paul@islander.org. 

Sandscript factoid
 While you’re pondering the concepts of years ago 
and years to come, here’s a thought from years past.
 Maybe 20-plus years ago the the Sarasota Bay 
National Estuary Program was formed and a subse-
quent citizen advisory committee. The CAC offered 
suggestions to all the technical and scientifi c types who 
all offered their thoughts to the rest of the bunch. Then 
there were the politicos who made the decisions, but 
we won’t go there.
 What was interesting was what came out of the fi rst 
citizens’ group of the estuary program. 
 There was some lively discussion regarding the 
best way to preserve and protect Sarasota Bay.
 Option No. 1: Put a fence around the bay. Preserve. 
Protect. Keep everyone out.
 Option No. 2: Different.
 Based on today, No. 2 won.

Squadron leads boating classes
 The Anna Maria Island Power Squadron will 
present its “Boat Smart” instruction in two class 
sessions — one on Saturday, March 1, and one on 
Saturday, March 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
 The course fee is $25.
 The program provides an overview of boat-
ing safety, Florida boating laws, weather, types of 
boats, rules of the road, boat handling and distress 
signals.
 The group also will present three seminars in 
March:
 • “Knots” at 7 p.m. Monday, March 10.
 • “Chart Smart” at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 
20.
 • “GPS” at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 27.

 Registration is required for the programs, which 
will take place at the squadron building, 1200 71st 
St. N.W., Bradenton.
 The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 81 
also will offer a two-part boating class in March. 
The fi rst session will take place at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
March 8, and the second session at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
March 15.
 Sessions will take place at the group’s head-
quarters in G.T. Bray Park, 5801 33rd Ave. Drive 
W., Bradenton.  
 For more information about the AMIPS, call 
Steve or JoAnn Vaughn at 941-714-0449.
 For more information about the Coast Guard 
program, call 941-758-5500.

Commercial fi shermen turn to small fry
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 Commercial grouper fi shing is squeezed down tempo-
rarily, mullet are skinny and some crabbers are pulling their 
traps, so commercial fi shing is in “bait mode” for now. 
 Federal and state waters are closed to commercial 
grouper fi shing until March 15 under regulations in 
place for several years now, interrupted in mid-Febru-
ary to allow the grouper to regroup, as it were. 
 Sport fi shing is OK inshore — up to nine miles out 
into the Gulf of Mexico. 
 Deep-water commercial grouper fi shing is all right, 
and yellowedge grouper are being caught as usual way 
out, said Karen Bell of the A.P. Bell Fish Co. in Cortez. 
The regular season will reopen for commercial fi shing 
March 15 until quotas are reached, usually about June. 
It’s been a good grouper season so far, she said. 

 Any mullet being caught by castnets are skinny, 
their roe deposited and fertilized far offshore. That 
wears the adult fi sh out and they take months to fatten 
up again, Bell said. 
 Stone crab prices, meanwhile, are so high — $8 to 
$10 a pound at Bell — that customers are scarce, so some 
crabbers are hauling their traps out of the sea and stack-
ing them onshore until things improve in that fi shery.
 So fi shing boats are plying the waters hereabouts 
taking bait fi sh, herring and other small fi sh to be sold 
to fi shermen as bait for bigger species. 
 Grouper here grow to impressive size, but they are 
pikers compared to their cousins in some other parts 
of the world. They get big enough in some waters to 
be suspected of being man-eaters, and author Arthur 
Clarke wrote of seeing one 20 feet long and 4 feet thick 
from side to side off Sri Lanka. 
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Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

744-6281

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-713-5900941-713-5900                      

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. 

You’ll get ALL the best news, 
delivered by the mailman every 
week. Visit us at 5404 Marina 
Drive, Island Shopping Center, 

Holmes Beach – or call 
941-778-7978.

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

We’d love to hear your 

fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.

Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 

offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

Grouper great offshore, reds inshore
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 If the sightings are any indication, snook season 
should be excellent when it cranks up March 1. The 
linesiders are big, plentiful and if the catch-and-release 
reports hold true, it will be a great time for anglers.
 Other backwater catches of note are sheepshead, 
which are also starting to get big, as are redfi sh and 
trout.
 Offshore fi shing for snapper and amberjack is also 
excellent.
 Please remember that recreational and commer-
cial harvest of red, gag and black grouper in federal 
water — that’s 9 miles and more out from shore — 
is prohibited until March 15, and the state authorities 
have also imposed the same ban for commercial fi shing 
in nearshore areas, although recreational catches are 
allowed.  
 Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait & Tackle 
on Cortez Road said his offshore charters are producing 
great catches of grouper, snapper and amberjack in the 
Gulf, although he’s fi nding the grouper and snapper 
moving closer to shore. Capt. Mark Johnson, also out 
of Annie’s, said his backwater charters are producing a 
bunch of redfi sh, sheepshead and a few trout.
 Capt. Mark Howard of Sumotime Charters said 
he’s fi nding fi shing to be good. “The beach is starting 
to come alive with mackerel, bluefi sh, trout and sheep-
shead on the nearshore artifi cial reefs. The deepwater 
docks have been holding redfi sh, too, and the edges of 
the Intracoastal Waterway are holding schools of nice-
size trout and big ladyfi sh.”
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fi shing for 
grouper has been excellent — when the weather permits 
— and redfi sh and sheepies are great inshore. 
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said sheepshead 
up to 4 pounds were the best bet of the week, plus small 
redfi sh, a few black drum, yellowtail jacks and a few 
snapper. Anglers there are looking forward to the onset 
of snook season’s start March 1, Bob added. 
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
it’s sheepies all the time, plus a few mangrove snapper, 
black drum and some small bonnethead sharks. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports are great for keep-
er-size redfi sh outside the marina’s entrance, plus lots of 
little trout up to 20 inches from the bays and sheepshead 
from near the Sunshine Skyway Bridge system. 
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
there are a lot of good-size mangrove snapper and 
sheepshead coming from the Skyway, plus black drum 
up to 12 pounds from the Manatee River.
 Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said fi shing is hot offshore. His action is 
coming about 45 miles off Anna Maria Island. “We 
are catching lots of big amberjack. After catching a 
few of them, most folks tap out and can’t continue 
fi shing. We are also catching a lot of mangrove, lane 
and vermillion snapper.” He said that fi shing inside 

9 miles from the Island is good for grouper, snapper, 
triggerfi sh, porgys and big sheepshead, and he adds 
that his tip of the week is shrimp for snapper and 
sheepshead.
 Capt. Tom Chaya on the Dolphin Dreams said 
that big sheepshead have moved in around hard bottom 
in the Gulf. Schools of reds were hitting on shiners 
around the oyster bars in Terra Ceia Bay, and there are 
plenty of mangrove snapper on the reefs along with 
some nice-sized gag grouper.
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said that prior to the cold front 
last week he had good trips with Canadian crews that 
did well fi shing hard bottom in the Gulf. Doug Miller 
from Ontario and Leo Bingleman of Calgary, Alberta, 
plus Karem Gurges and Reginald Arsenault, both of 
Ontario, “fl at put the hammer down on big sheepshead 
and hefty mangrove snapper. Both parties topped off 
the offshore action with a number of trout.” Capt. Zach 
said last Friday he saw a huge school of large threadfi n 
herring in northern Sarasota Bay. “I don’t recall having 
seen baitfi sh of this size and magnitude in February 
before,” he said. “There’s a lot of pilchards on the local 
beaches and spots in the bay as well. And I’ve heard 
through the grapevine that there are a lot of kingfi sh 
and cobia being caught off the beaches of Englewood, 
so it’s just a matter of time before they start showing 
up in our area.”
 On my boat Magic, we’re getting lots of redfi sh 
and sheepshead.
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Sheepie showdown starts
Jerry Dew, of Traverse City, Mich., caught this whop-
ping 7-pound sheepshead at the Rod & Reel Pier last 
week. With this whopper, The Islander again issues a 
weekly challenge for the biggest sheepshead during 
“Prison Fish Season” and the prize is a  “More 
Than a Mullet Wrapper” T-shirt from the newspaper. 
Submit a photo of your big sheepie to news@islander.
org or stop by the offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach, and we’ll take a picture for you with your 
catch. If it’s the biggest catch of the week, you’ll take 
home the shirt.

Banner in the sky
A plane trails a banner 
over the Gulf of Mexico 
at the north end of Anna 

Maria Island Feb. 14. The 
message commissioned 
by Jo Ann Fumerelle of 

Holmes Beach mixed 
business and romance. It 

read, in part, “Anthony the 
mullet have left the build-
ing.” It also read, “I love 

you.” Fumerelle’s fi ance is 
Anna Maria fi sher/crabber 
Anthony Manali. Islander 

Photo: Lisa Neff
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 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

6101 MARINA DR., HOLMES BEACH

For Expert Advice On Island Property

CALL CHRIS & JOHN

941-778- 6066
CHRISTINE T. SHAW AND 

JOHN VAN ZANDT, REALTORS

Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

THE TERRACE TOWNHOUSE 
3100 Gulf Dr., #5, Holmes Beach: 
2BR/2BA, updated, Gulf views, 
tastefully furnished. Steps to beach! 
$399,000. ML#318593.

REDUCED

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com

941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

Center roundball race goes down to the wire
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center 2008 
basketball season is winding down and division teams 
are battling to secure prime seeding spots for the 
upcoming playoffs. Earning the No. 1 seed gives that 
team the best matchup to start the playoffs. There are 
some good races for fi rst place still going on in each of 
the league’s four age divisions.
 Two weeks ago, it seemed West Coast Air Condi-
tioning had locked in the top seed in the Premier Divi-
sion with a perfect 7-0 record, but consecutive losses 
coupled with improved play from Connect Cycles and 
Island Real Estate tightened up the race for fi rst place 
and three regular season games are left to play.
 Division I has the Sun in fi rst place by two games 
over Island Lumber. With two games of regular play 
remaining for the Sun, a March 6 matchup against 
Island Lumber looms large. A win will pretty much 
wrap up the Sun’s fi rst place standing. However, if 
Island Lumber runs the table in its three remaining 
games, it will take over as the top seed in the playoffs, 
which get started March 14.
 Division II has been a two-horse race all season 
between Dips Ice Cream and Kumon. The winner of 
this derby earns a fi rst-round by in the playoffs, which 
start for this division on March 12. Right now, Dips 
appears to hold an edge, but the two teams will meet 
Feb. 28 to solidify the seedings.
 The Division III pennant race is also a two-horse 
race between undefeated Duncan Real Estate and thrice-
beaten Ross Built. Ross Built and Duncan face off Feb. 
27, which is Ross Built’s last regular season game. Ross 
Built needs to defeat Duncan in that game and then hope 
that both Beach Bistro and Coastal Orthopedics earn 
victories over Duncan to climb over them into the top 
spot in the standings to start the playoffs.

Horseshoe news
 Four teams emerged from pool play with unbeaten 
records during the Feb. 20 horseshoe games at the 
Anna Maria City Hall pits. The fi rst semifi nal saw Tom 

Rhodes and Vince Bonofi glio defeat the team of Adin 
Shank and Rod Bussey by a 21-12 margin. Bob Lee 
teamed up with R.B. Munro to post a 22-5 victory over 
John Johnson and Leo Hutton. Munro and Lee stayed 
hot as they rolled to a 22-12 victory over Rhodes and 
Bonofi glio for the day’s bragging rights.
 Sixteen teams were whittled down to six after Feb. 
16 pool-play action. The team of Norm Good and Sam 
Samuels steamrolled to the winner’s circle with a 21-6 
victory over Gene Bobeldyk and Dan Belden in the 
fi rst playoff round. They followed that victory up with 
a 25-14 win over Jay Disbrow and Tom Rhodes before 
rolling over Ron Slagh and John Johnson in the fi nals 
by a 23-12 score.

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, two-
best-balls-of-foursome game Feb. 20. The team of Earl 
Ritchie, Ben Spillane, Bill Melvin and Gino DiCle-
mente carded an impressive 17-under-par 111 to earn 
clubhouse bragging rights for the day. One stroke back 
in second place was the team of John Atkinson, Dick 
Grimme, Bob Kelly and Chris Collins. Three teams 
fi nished in a tie for third place at 116.
 The men were on the course for a nine-hole, indi-
vidual-low-net contest Feb. 18. Jon Lindwall fi red a 
5-under-par 27 to win fi rst place by one stroke over 
Pieter Thomassen. Third place went to the trio of Vince 
Fanton, Hugh Holmes and Rob Landgren, who each 
carded 3-under 29s.
 The women joined the men on Feb. 15 for a low-team 
net game that saw Jane Winegarden, Terry Westby, Marian 
Mulroy and Larry Fowler card a 142 to take fi rst place by 
six strokes. Eunice Warda, Joyce Brown, Nell Bergstrom 
and Hal Sears fi nished at 148 to take second place. And 
Rose Slomba carded a chipin on the seventh hole.

MAYSO offers new soccer league
 Manatee Area Youth Soccer Organization is offer-
ing a new spring soccer league for futsal players age 
7-adult. Street soccer, or futsal, is played with a low-

bounce ball and a team of four players and a goalie take 
the fi eld.
 Cost for the eight-game season is $40 for MAYSO 
registered players, $50 for non-FYSA registered play-
ers and $60 for players registered with another FYSA-
sanctioned club.
 The season runs from April 5 to May 25 with most 
of the games being played on Saturdays and some Sun-
days. The age/gender divisions are U8, U10, U12, U14, 
high school, men, women and coed and registration as a 
team allows for a maximum of 10 players per roster.
 The deadline for registration is March 24. For 
more information, contact MAYSO assistant director 
of coaching Erik Barbon at 941-932-0800, or e-mail 
him at barbonet@verizon.net.

AMICC basketball league 
standings as of Feb. 20

AMICC basketball schedule

Dinosaurs, monsters and 
bears, oh my
Heather Nyberg’s fi rst-grade stu-
dents at Anna Maria Elementary 
School created “biome” boxes that 
showcase various animals they 
researched. In front, from left, are 
Larsen Hackworth, Tori Walter, 
Leo Rose and Dylan Joseph. Back 
row, from left, Anni Walter, Ariana 
Morales, Emily Turner-Leathem, 
Hannah McCracken and Joey 
Stewart. Islander Photo: Courtesy 
Heather Nyberg 

Premier League Won Lost
WCAC  7  2
Cycles  5  4
IRE   5  4
Ralph’s  1  8

Division I
Sun   8  2
Lumber  6  3
Paradise  4  5
A&E  1  9

Division II
Dips  8  2
Kumon  7  3
Jessie’s  0  7

Division III
Duncan  9  0
Ross  8  3
Coastal  4  6
LPAC  3  8
Bistro  2  9

Premier (ages 14-17)
8 p.m. Feb. 27 WCAC vs. Ralph’s
8 p.m. Feb. 29 Cycles vs. IRE
8 p.m. March 3 Ralph’s vs. IRE

Division I (ages 12-13)
8 p.m. Feb. 28  Paradise vs. Lumber
6 p.m. March 4  A&E vs. Lumber

Division II (ages 10-11)
7 p.m. Feb. 28 Dips vs. Kumon
7 p.m. Feb. 29 Jessie’s vs. Kumon

Division III (ages 8-9)
7 p.m.  Feb. 27 Ross vs. Duncan 
6 p.m.  Feb. 28 Bistro vs. Duncan 
6 p.m.  Feb. 29 Orthopedic vs. LPAC
7 p.m.  March 3 Orthopedic vs. Duncan 

Instructional League (ages 5-7)
6 p.m. Feb. 27 Observer vs. Oyster Bar
6 p.m. March 3 Observer vs. BeachHouse

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Kathy Caserta 
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(941) 778-6696 Offi ce 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 704-2023 Cell
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ITEMS FOR SALE

16-FOOT AUTHENTIC boat bar includes mast, sail, 
and barstools, teak table. Must see. Located at The 
Sea Hagg, 12304 Cortez Road, Cortez.

FURNITURE: ARMOIRE for 32-inch TV, china cabi-
net, dining table with eight chairs, two barstools, 
lamp table, booksellers table, sofa bed with match-
ing chair and ottoman. Prices and e-mail photos: 
941-725-1130.

ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Mahogany buffet, $350. 
Small antique burl-wood rocker, $200. 941-778-
1102.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY yard sale! 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 1. Household items, tools, jewelry, 
books, 2000 Mercury Grand Marquis, 1991 SAAB 
9000, walkers, toys and much more. 8309 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

EMPTY THIS HOUSE! 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, March 1-2. Newer furnishing. 6925 Holmes 
Blvd., Anna Maria.

HUGE MOVING/DEMOLITION sale! 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, March 1. Furniture, rugs, TVs, clothing, 
fans, doors, refrigerator, stove, microwave, etc. 617 
Baronet Lane, Holmes Beach.

8 A.M. FRIDAY AND Saturday, Feb. 29-March 1. 
Antiques, collectibles, household items. 213 83rd 
Street, Holmes Beach.

ANNUAL FLEA MARKET: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1. Baked goods, clothing, jewelry, linens, 
tools, books, white elephant, furniture. Mt. Vernon 
Clubhouse, 4701 Independence Drive S., Cortez. 
Off Cortez Road.

GARAGE SALES Continued

ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE sale! 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, March 1. San Remo Shores, 
over 20 houses, just a mile inland off Cortez to 
Royal Palm, also known as 101st Street. Look for 
signs.

CONSIGNMENT FURNISHINGS: Now accepting 
designer women’s clothing and accessories. Visit 
our new boutique. 611 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton. 
941-746-1166.

GARAGE SALE: 9 a.m. -5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, March 1-2. Furniture, books, home acces-
sories, glassware. 6805 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach.

NIKKI’S ISLAND TREASURES, 5351 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. All sterling silver jewelry 50-75 per-
cent off. Select art, glass, wall art, antiques and 
gifts, 20-80 percent off. Huge selection vintage jew-
elry. Open seven days a week, 941-779-0729.

ANTIQUE AND ART fl ea market, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 1-2. We have it all. 6810 
Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. Vendor space 
available, 941-383-7180.

JUMBLE SALE: 8 a.m. Saturday, March 1. Yard 
pails, stacking chairs, shelves, planters, microwave, 
medicine chest, LPs, lights, curtains, cooler, cof-
feemaker, etc. 318 Spring Ave., Anna Maria (in the 
rear).

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: 2-Year old yorkie got out Saturday, Feb. 16, 
at Flamingo by the Bay. No tags and nursing pups 
at home. Any info, please, call 941-538-4290 or 941-
720-3470.

FOUND! FEMALE ORANGE, grey and black tabby 
cat Sunday, Feb. 24, at Walgreens on East Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Pregnant. Please, call Molly, 
561-302-0288.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

BOATS & BOATING

2005 SEAHUNT 18.6 ft fi berglass. Less then 50 
miles, always stored on a lift. 56-gallon tank, full 
walk-thru windshield, bimini top, seats six. 115-hp 
Yamaha motor. Selling due to illness. $11,000. 941-
778-4399.

20-FOOT BAY/flats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke 
Yamaha with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-
0065.

1999 STINGRAY 230LX, open bow. 5.7 EFI alpha, 
316 hours. Never left in water. $15,900. 941-778-
8327.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

sssssoonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!

turnkey 3B3B3B3BR/R/R/R/2B2 A.
$649,900

lmomomomoststss  eeeeendndnnn leesssssssssss f f  ululululllll ll bab y yy views, dock, 
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ttturururururuu nknknkn eyeyeyeyyyyyyyy.. 3333
$649 9$649 9$649,9Mariner’s Cove

Almost 2500sf 4BR 2.5BA 3-car garage, fronts lake lagoon. 
Quiet Small West Palmetto Neighborhood. Built 2006. 

Make a Deal! $299,900.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
• Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA, 
two-car garage. Prepare for your  move and enjoy 
tenant’s income!  $489,500

 • Choice duplex lot includes small home.  Refurb 
for two units  or reconstruct...several options on this 
deluxe-size lot!  $429,000

• Large Gulf parcel with two cottages.  Possibil-
ity to split into two Gulf lots.  Call for details.  
(941) 778-2259

ANNUAL RENTAL with Gulf views.
2BR/1BA. $950/month plus electric and cable.
No pets or smokers please.

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.

SHELL POINT BAYFRONT COMPLEX 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool 
view, tennis, turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW Light, open plan, newer kitchen. 1,903 sf 2/2, 
two car garage, updated. $199,500.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.
WILDEWOOD SPGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $189,000.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!

I
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Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
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Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS Don’t leave the Island without 

taking time to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Continued

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available. 

RESTAURANT: SMALL, easy to manage, daytime 
hours. Fantastic sandwiches, soup, salads, etc. Eat 
in or to go. Great location in Palmetto, just off the 
river. Low lease and established business. $55,000. 
Call, 941-228-3489.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, 
reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

SERVICES Continued

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports 
and guided tours), errands, organization and bill 
paying, petsitting, and other personalized general 
assistance. My car or yours. Excellent local refer-
ences. Hourly rates. Ellen 941-896-7902 or emj3@
tampabay.rr.com

TREE SERVICE TRIM hedges, palm topping, shap-
ing and removal. Insured. Call Phil Brewer, 941-
545-4770. 

HAUL ANYTHING: RELOCATE cars, equipment, 
anything. Industrial, residential, commercial insured. 
Free estimates, 941-778-5910, leave message.

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37-years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION will care for 
your loved one. Baths, exercise, etc. 941-748-3247 
or 941-713-7380.

LIGHT CARENTRY AND home repairs, deck 
repairs, dock repairs. Retired tradesman and Island 
resident. Call Steve Doyle, 941-778-1708.

EXPERIENCED PROPERTY MANAGER, island 
resident let me manage your long-term rental and 
keep your property well maintained with my handy-
man skills. Call Chris Loveless, 941-447-4843.

SERVICES Continued

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs 
covered! Print work: logos brochures, brand iden-
tity. Web design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon 
at Smashcat Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-
0192. 

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 
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(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
anislandplace.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

PENDIN
G

5 2 9  7 2 n d  S t r e e t ,  H B .  
Expansive water views and 
southern exposure from this 
totally updated 3 bedroom/2 
bath home on quiet cul-de-
sac.  80’ dock, new seawall, 2 
boat lifts, heated pool/spa, and 
more! $1,295,000.

223 Gladiolus Drive, AM.  
Great year-around vacation 
rental income from this 3 
bedroom/2 bath canalfront 
home with caged pool!  Use 
it for yourselves, or rent it 
out!  Tranquil setting, one car 
garage.  $750,000. 

214 83rd Street,  Holmes 
Beach.  Adorable 2 Bedroom/2 
Bath cottage in the wrapper!   
Updated throughout, with 
new ceramic tile, extensive 
landscaping, and room for a 
pool!  $498,000. 

1201 B South Gulf Drive, 
BB.    Lowest priced home 
in Bradenton Beach! AND....
it’s across from the beach! 
Beautiful views and walks on 
the sand right outside your 
door! $199,800  

PENDIN
G

“Buying our new house on 
Anna Maria Island was an 
easy and fun experience 
because of Sue Carlson.  
She  wen t  beyond  ou r 
expectations of taking care 
of all the details from start 
to closing.  We were thrilled 
with her professional care 

on our behalf especially since we were out of state.  
And the best part....we now consider Sue our new island 
friend!” Ron and Debra Politte, St. Louis 

REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska Planck at
941-730-9667 

or 
e-mail piroska@verizon.net

Immaculate, updated 3BR/3BA home on deep 
water canal. New dock with 5000 lb. boat lift.  
Heated pool. Storm shutters. New roof, plumb-
ing, electric, windows, doors and appliances. 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  $850,000.

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Dockside Grille 
to host March 1 

benefi t for injured 
Palmetto girl

 The Dockside Grille, located on the 
south side of the mainland side of the 
Cortez Bridge, will host a fundraising 
barbecue party from noon-5 p.m., Sat-
urday, March 1, to benefi t the family of 
Lexi Antorino, the 2-year-old Palmetto 
girl injured in a playground accident 
several months ago.
 Dockside owner Paul Waggers and 
his wife are friends of the family, which 
they say is struggling with mounting 
medical bills as Lexi is still in a coma at 
a St. Petersburg hospital.
 “They are good friends of ours, so I 
fi gured the best thing I could do is what 
I do best: cook,” he said. “And all pro-
ceeds will go to the family.”
 The menu includes Paul’s special 
barbecued chicken, along with hamburg-
ers, hot dogs and refreshments.
 But there will be more than good 
eats and drinks this Saturday. Three 
bands will provide continuous entertain-
ment, while a large number of prizes will 
be raffl ed.
 Other businesses/products contrib-
uting to the benefi t include Budweiser, 
Pepsi, Frito-Lay and Flowers Bakery.

Dockside benefi t
The Dockside Grille in Cortez will host a benefi t barbecue lunch on March 1 to 
benefi t 2-year-old Lexi Antorino of Palmetto, who was seriously injured in a play-
ground accident two months ago. Islander Photo: Courtesy Antorino family

 For more information on the benefi t 
party, call the Dockside Grille at 941-
565-0683.

Accommodating 
relocation

 The husband and wife team of Mike 
and Anna Maria Carleton recently 
moved their Coastline Accommoda-
tions and Realtors business from its 
Anna Maria address to new digs in the 
Holmes Beach Business Center at 5343 
Gulf Drive, Suite No. 500, Holmes 
Beach.
 To reach Mike or Anna about avail-
able accommodations or real estate, call 
941-669-9500.

Correct that 
telephone

  The story in the Feb. 20 issue regard-
ing Waterside Lending at 104 Bridge 
St. in Bradenton Beach gave an incorrect 
telephone number for mortgage broker 
Lynn Zemmer.
 The correct telephone number is 
941-778-8103. The number provided 
in the story, 941-778-8104, is the com-
pany’s fax number.
 The company specializes in new 
home mortgages and refi nancing.

Realty raves
 Kimberly Schulz recently joined 
the staff of Wagner Realty at its offi ce 
at 7411 Manatee Ave. W. in west Bra-
denton.
 A graduate of Manatee High School, 
Kimberly owned a video store prior to 

launching her real estate career.
 To reach Kimberly, call 941-812-
6783.

 Got a new business going up in 
Anna Maria Island, Cortez or Long-
boat Key? How about a new product or 
service, an anniversary, a new hire, or 
an award-winning staff member? Call 
Island Biz at 941-778-7978, fax your 
news to 941-778-9392, or e-mail us at 
news@islander.org.

Island real estate 
transactions

 2600 Gulf Drive, Unit 30, Anna 
Maria Island Club, Bradenton Beach, 
a 1,188 sfla 2bed/2bath Gulffront 
condo with pool built in 1985 was sold 
02/04/08, Hartman of Anna Maria LLC 
to Clapp for $585,000; $599,000.
 5608 Gulf Drive, Unit 211, Sun 
Plaza West, Holmes Beach, a 1,092 sfl a 
/ 1,236 sfur 2bed/2bath condo with pool 
built in 1981 was sold 02/04/08, Foy to 
Ronning for $537,500.
 501 Gulf Drive N., Unit 207, 
Bridgeport, Bradenton Beach, a 1,337 
sfl a / 1,518 sfur 2bed/2bath condo with 
pool built in 1982 was sold 02/04/08, 
Corrigan to Joshi for $350,000.
 6605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, a 
861 sfl a / 1,149 sfur 2bed/2bath home 
built in 1955 on a 70x100 lot was sold 

Featured sale: This condo at 5608 
Gulf Drive, Unit 211, Sun Plaza West, 
Holmes Beach, sold in January 2005 
for $530,000 and in February 2008 for 
$537,500. The cost per square foot is 
$492. Islander Photo: Jesse Brisson

02/05/08, Hey to Moe for $337,500.
 310 62nd St., Holmes Beach, a 
1,144 sfl a / 1,352 sfur 2bed/2bath duplex 
built in 1969 on a 75x100 lot was sold 
02/07/08, Rod Ensign Family LLC to 
Hutchison for $282,500; list $299,000.
 2601 Gulf Drive, Unit B7, Sand-
piper Resort, Bradenton Beach, a 870 
sfur 1bed/1bath bayfront mobile home 
built in 1970 was sold 02/07/08, McGary 
to Langford for $220,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at 
Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can be 
reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. 
 Current Island real estate transac-
tions may also be viewed online at www.
islander.org. Copyright 2008

New headquarters
Karen and Mike LaPensee stand at the front door of the new location for LaP-
ensee Plumbing — 401 Manatee Ave., Holmes Beach. The company has moved its 
offi ces to the site and will complete the relocation of its showroom by the end of 
March. For more information, call 941-778-5622. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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RENTALS Continued

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

SEASONAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal 
home. Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside 
and out. Available January and April. Call 813-245-
0428.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month.  $1,000 security. 
941-962-5827. 

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, 
upstairs duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/
month. Call 941-725-4190.

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $875/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

LANDSCAPING Continued

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design 
and installation. Tropical landscape specialist. 
Residential and commercial. 30-years experience. 
941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call 
Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a 
bid then call Nick, he’s the best. Island refer-
ences. Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 
941-962-5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A 
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates. 
941-544-8658.

OVER THIRTY-SIX years craftsman experience. 
Interior, exterior, doors, stairs, windows, trim. Dry-
wall painting and repairs. Driveway paint. Dan 
Michael, master carpenter. Call 941-518-3316.

LIGHTHOUSE PROPERTY INNOVATIONS - home 
improvement experts! Tile, paint, carpentry and 
more, no job is too small. Please call Chris, 941- 
266-7500.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

941-778-2115 • 1-877-346-7711

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

BEACHFRONT 
REAL ESTATE 

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

201 Gulf DrD ive ee N., Bradenton Beeacaach 

941-778-2115 • 1-8877777-3346-7711

Fractional Ownership 

Pre-Construction 
pricing starting at

$64,500 

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

2BR/2BA, NORTH END, STEPS TO THE BAY $795,000.

CANAL, POOL, 4BR/2BA $699,000

GGGULF & BAY VIEWS, 4BR/3BA TOWNHOUSE $949,000.

RRRRRECENTLY REMODELED 4BR/3BA HOME, CANAL $899,000

DUPLEX, 2BR/2BA & 2BR/1BA, HOLMES BEACH $424,900

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar-white sand beach. Watch the stunning sunsets. 
See the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,299,000.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few hundred-yards from Gulf. 
Beautiful street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel 
cottage and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#550000. $899,500.

EXQUISITE Gulf views and luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
moldings accent high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops 
and stainless appliances. Designer perfect furnishings. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND fully furnished 1BR/1BA condo with heated 
pool, covered parking. Walking distance to beach, city pier, restau-
rants, shopping. Well maintained, new roof, low condo fee. David 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #552582. $195,000.

PERICO ISLAND beautiful custom-built 3BR/2BA patio home 
offering 2,040 sf. open fl oor plan. Furnished deluxe kitchen, baths, 
lovely lake views. Looks like a brand new home. David Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #556627. $399,500.

DIRECT GULFFRONT 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous views. This top-fl oor end-unit is 
offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals 
permitted. Dave Moynihan, 941-720-0089. 
#567192. $599,500.

VILLAGE GREEN END UNIT  bring your homestead credit! Corner, 
dead-end quiet street. Large rooms, great space and fl ow. Double 
garage with storm reinforced door. D model with new roof, screened, 
oversize lanai. Non-evacuation zone. Penny Bray, 941-795-6685. 
#560335. $205,000.

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT Panoramic views from this charming 
2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000.

DIRECT MANATEE RIVERFRONT residence with panoramic views. 
Located on the south shore of the river close to downtown and I-75. 
House on two buildable lots, over 13,500 sf. each, 90-foot river 
frontage. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #563551. $745,000.

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-
style home on sailboat water. Boat lift, 
open floor plan, four-car garage, workout 
room and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky 
Smith or Elfi Starrett, 941-778-2246. 
#520397. $949,500.

GULF OF MEXICO right on the most beautiful 
beach. Sunsets from private balcony, studio 
unit, heated pool. Great beach rental: day, 
week, month. Penny Bray, 941-778-2246. 
#572348. $230,000.

CLUB BAMBOO NORTH  Fabulous, beachfront, 
two-room suite with two baths. Heated pool, 
private sundeck, on-site management. Becky 
Smith or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #572550. 
$299,500.

PRICE REDUCED in Summer Sands condo. 
Direct view of Gulf and beach, access to 
bay, community boat dock, heated pool/
spa. 2BR/2.5BA, covered parking, resident 
manager. Dixie Armbruster, 941-356-6002. 
#545175. $383,000.

STEPS TO BEACH top-fl oor 1-2BR/1BA unit 
in long-established Gulffront complex with 
two pools, lovely grounds and wide beach. 
Short distance to shopping and restau-
rants. David Moynihan, 941-720-0089.
 #568913. $279,900.

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

AME MeNU
Monday, March 3

Breakfast: French Toast Sticks with Syrup, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Grilled Cheese Sandwich or Hot Dog, 
Tomato Soup, Peaches, Juice Bar

Tuesday, March 4
Breakfast: “Green Eggs and Ham,” Cereal, Toast, Peanut 

Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Dr. Seuss Birthday Lunch: “Horton Hears a Who, Can 
You?” Mini Corn Dogs or “Fox in Soxs” Yogurt and Muffi n 
Plate, “Cat in the Hat” Green Beans, “There’s a Wocket in 
my Pocket” Potato Smiles, “Hop on Pop” Pineapple Tidbits

Wednesday, March 5
Breakfast:  “Jump Start” selection, 

Super Donut, Toast, Cereal
Lunch: Popcorn Chicken, Assorted Salads and Sand-

wiches, Carrot Sticks with Dip, Chips, Strawberries
Thursday, March 6

Breakfast: Sausage and Egg Patty on a Biscuit, 
Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Beef Nachos or Chicken Nuggets, Mixed Veg-
etables, Grapes and Orange Slices

Friday, March 7
Breakfast: Pancake on a Stick, Cereal, Toast, Peanut 

Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Pizza or Shrimp Poppers, Garden Salad, 

Corn, Applesauce, Tangerines
Juice and milk are served with every meal.

AME dates to remember
 The Anna Maria Elementary School calendar is 
abundant with opportunities for community involve-
ment. Following are a few of the dates worth remem-
bering:
 • Parent-Teacher Organization meeting at 9 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 29, in cafeteria.
 • March 4, Kindergarten – second-grade talent 
show 7 p.m. in auditorium.
 • DARE class begins March 5.
 • Wednesday, March 12, 3:05 p.m. dismassal, early 
out canceled.
 • March 31 Spring break begins.

AME-PTO dinner, talent show
 The Anna Maria Elementary School Parent-Teacher 
Organization will host a family dinner night sponsored 
by the BeachHouse Restaurant Tuesday, March 4.
 Dinner will be served from 5 to 7 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria. The menu includes shrimp scampi, salad and 
garlic bread.
 Meal tickets can be purchased prior to the dinner in 
the school administrative offi ce or at the event at a cost 
of $7 for adults and $5 for children. Take-out orders 
will also be available.
 Following dinner, AME kindergarten, fi rst- and sec-
ond-graders will entertain the audience of PTO families 
and friends in a talent show in the auditorium.
 For more information, call the school administra-
tive offi ce at 941-708-5525.

Classy valentines
Anna Maria Elementary School second-graders 
Michael Wood and Mirielle Reid are “dolled up” for 
a Valentine’s Day dance held in the school audito-
rium for the classes of teachers Toni Lashway, Kathy 
Granstad and Katie Boesen. Islander Photos: Nancy 
Ambrose

Gal pals
Tori Miller, Grace Bowers and Coral Mora strike a 
pose under a valentine arch at the AME second-grade 
dance. Classmates enjoyed disco music and sweet 
treats provided by homeroom parents. 

Hokey Pokey
Mirielle Reid and Emmie Gallagher pair up on the 
dance fl oor at the second-grade Valentine’s Day 
dance in the school auditorium. The Hokey Pokey got 
most students on their feet.
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ANSWERS TO FEB. 27 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home, fenced 
yard, $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex, com-
pletely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA NW 
Bradenton home, great yard and neighborhood, 
$1,500/month. Please, call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

CONDO ON Holmes Beach! 2BR/2BA beautifully 
remodeled, seasonal or annual. 941-761-1923.

STEPS TO THE beach, Gulf view from kitchen table. 
Large 2BR/1BA, courtyard, patio, fenced yard. Six 
month-one year lease, $1,400. 1BR/1BA $800/
month, laundry, parking, water and trash paid. Both 
furnished or unfurnished. 800-847-0356.

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTAL, 2BR/2BA with 
pool near beach. $1,200/week or $3,975/month. 
941-794-5980.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH: 2BR/1.5BA close to 
the beach, $900/month, shared laundry. Small pet 
OK. Gulf-Bay Realty, 941-778-7244.

SEASONAL/MONTHLY: 2BR/2BA deluxe condo 
with golf, tennis and pool. Close to beaches and 
shopping. 941-761-8178.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL 2BR/2BA elevated 
duplex with covered parking. Great porch and 
deck, washer/dryer hookup. $1,125/month. 941-
713-3214.

MARINER’S COVE CONDO, 3BR/2BA furnished 
or unfurnished. 65-foot deep-water boat slip. Six-
month minimum. 941-761-4153. 

WATERFRONT 2BR/2BA HOUSE with boat dock, 
$4,000/month. 1BR/1BA apartment, $2,300/month. 
Available April 2008. Off-season half price. Could be 
annual. Pool, kayak and exercise room: free. 941-
779-9074.

WATERFRONT EFFICENCY: Bradenton Beach, 
annual, $750/month. 941-779-0289.

RENTAL: THREE-MONTH minimum or annual. 
Sarasota Bay view. Large 1BR/1BA, 1,000 sf, on 
third fl oor. Two heated pools and private Gulf beach 
cabana. By owner, 941-545-6118.

I WOULD LIKE to rent your vacant garage. Give me 
a call at 941-778-9537, Art.

ANNUAL BAYVIEW 2BR/1BA duplex. Available 
April 1. Lanai, huge deck and wood fl oors. $875/
month. 941-779-9470.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA. Annual, $750/month, 
furnished. Most utilities paid. Seasonal possible. 
Call 941-758-9133.

TEMPORARY OR ANNUAL 2/BR modern duplex 
with porch. Block to the beach. $845/month. 941-
807-5449.

WEST BRADENTON TOWNHOUSE: 3BR/2.5BA, 
2.5-car garage. Maintenance, pool and refuse 
included. Annual $1,180/month. 941-778-9710.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The Islander.

RENTALS Continued

COUPLE SEEKING 2BR/2BA condominium on 
beach for annual rental. Call 800-456-9646, or 
e-mail stanleyelectric@verizon.net.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex 
in Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block 
to beach. $975/month. Pets considered. 941-725-
2549.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA DUPLEX: $895/month including 
garbage, yard service. Large backyard, pets consid-
ered. http://goff-club.com/206B. 54th Street, Holmes 
Beach. 941-795-0504. 

ANNUAL GROUND-LEVEL 2BR/1BA duplex. 
Fridge, stove, washer, dryer, screened lanai, large 
yard. Pets considered, near community center and 
short walk to Gulf. $975/month. 941-896-6398.

MARCH 2008 VACATION rental home in northwest 
Bradenton. Minutes to the beach, updated 3BR/2BA. 
$750/week. 941-356-1456.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $325,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

FOR SALE: ANNA Maria City canal home. Steps 
to the beach. Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. 
Boat dock and lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-
245-0428.

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $459,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8103 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths
Room Additions

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Here is Alvin, a 
4-week old male 
shepard mix, 
ready soon for 
$100 adoption 
fee. Call Julie at 
SunCoast Real 
Estate, 941-779-

0202, or Manatee Humane Society, 941-747-
8808.

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com
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TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

REAL ESTATE Continued

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA 
Bradenton Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style fur-
nishings, washer and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel. Complex has pool, spa, tennis court, 
boat slips, fi shing pier. $499,000. Owner at 941-388-
5238 or 941-447-2061.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

LAKEFRONT CONDOMINIUM, fi rst-fl oor, 3BR/2BA 
with one-car attached garage.. 1,619 sf., screened 
lanai unit 6442 Hidden Lake Condominium. 
$239,900. Minutes to beach, walk to shopping. 941-
761-0807. Open noon-4pm Saturday-Sunday

MAJOR NORTHERN CONDOMINIUM developer 
has decided to sell his personal winter residence 
in Hidden Lake Condominiums, unit 6438, exqui-
sitely decorated with many upgrades. First fl oor, 
3BA/2BA, one-car attached garage, screened lanai, 
lakefront, and minutes to beach. $309,900. Open 
noon-4 Saturday-Sunday or call for appointment. 
941-761-0807.

RETIRING AND MUST sell my Riverview Boulevard 
home in Northwest Bradenton. 2,000 sf, 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage with huge family room, secluded 
pool, lanai and tropical garden area. Updated and 
well maintained. $310,000. 941-730-0100.

KEY ROYALE POOL home on end of canal with 
large boat basin. Totally updated 2BR/2BA with 
family room, marble fl oors, cherry cabinets, Corian 
countertops and Corian in master bath, Furnished 
and ready for offers! $899,000. Deborah Thrasher, 
RE/MAX Excellence, 941-518-7738 or www.fl gulf-
coast.net. 

AFFORDABLE SECOND HOME opportunity. Seven 
shares offered in 3BR/2BA waterfront home. Fully 
furnished, new pool and boatlift, access to deep 
water. 1.5 miles to Holmes Beach. Deeded shares 
offered for seven weeks of set usage a year. Shares 
$99,000, professionally managed, 614-296-5053.

ON THE BEACH! $399,000!! Condominium with 
boat dock both remodeled. 941-761-1923.

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Starting at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. 
Call for a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, 
Sandra Lee LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

REAL ESTATE Continued

71ST STREET CANAL home. 3BR/3BA, 1.5 
garage, vinyl, double-pane windows, two air condi-
tioners, split master. Boat lift and davits. Fruit trees 
and room for a pool. $729,000. 941-778-1620 or 
941-374-7250.

GULFFRONT CONDO, Holmes Beach 1-2BR totally 
remodeled, stainless-steel appliances. Two pools, 
carport, fabulous beach, Tommy Bahama furnished. 
$299,900. 616-540-4343.

FOR SALE BY owner: Waterfront lot, 52 by 110, two 
feeder docks, zoned ROR. 414 Pine Ave. $595,000 
net. 321-783-1373.

HOLMES BEACH 2BR/2BA ground-fl oor condo. 
Updated kitchen, ceramic tile, Berber carpet, and 
enclosed lanai overlooking heated pool. Turnkey fur-
nished, across street from beach and covered park-
ing. $299,900. 407-846-8741 or 407-346-3371.

BRADENTON BEACH MOBILE home, Pines Park, 
2 Church St. Updated, cozy, furnished 1BR, bay-
view, covered parking and boat slip. $42,000. 941-
962-8220.

HOLMES BEACH, BEAUTIFUL inside and out. 
Newly renovated pool home, 3BR/2BA on duplex 
lot. Two blocks from beach. Large screened 
deck in a private setting. Asking $619,000. Call, 
941-778-9474.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $144,900 lowest price in 
Village Green! Updated, move-in condition. Denise 
Langlois, Village Green specialist, Coldwell Banker, 
941-725-4425.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $184,900, dogs allowed! 
Well maintained, 1,913 sf, two-car garage, minutes 
to beach. Denise Langlois, Village Green specialist, 
Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $239,900, heated pool! 
Absolutely stunning, crown moldings, Corian coun-
ters, hardwood fl oors, 2,154 sf. $75,000 in upgrades! 
Denise Langlois, Village Green specialist, Coldwell 
Banker, 941-725-4425.

POOL HOME, WALK to bay and ten minutes to 
beach. $239,900 Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 
941-725-4425.

WANTED TO BUY on Anna Maria Island: small 
beach cottage with some owner fi nancing or pos-
sible lease option. 541-840-8064.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR per 
side. 3,500 sf. Block to beach. $419,900. 941-807-
5449.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  Licensed • Insured • Airport Permitted

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE Continued

SANDPIPER 1BR/1BA mobile home. Patio, turn-
key furnished, adjacent parking, walk to the beach. 
$44,900. Call 941-778-5152.

PRE-FORCLOSURE SALE. Waterfront home, 
nicely remodeled. 3BR/2BA with caged pool, spa 
and boat dock. Take over payments. Owner direct. 
941-356-1456.

100 FEET TO Gulf beach. Low price and low fees. 
2BR/1BA nicely furnished. $249,000 or best offer. 
Realtor. 941-356-1456. 

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

ASHEVILLE, N.C., land bargains up to 30 percent 
below appraisal. www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com.

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS: Almost two acres 
of beautiful land with breathtaking views near the 
Smoky Mountains. Large trees and great building 
site. Only $39,500. 800-632-2212, http://valleytown-
realty.com, valleytownrealty@verizon.net.

FIND GREAT DEALS on wheels and everything 
else in The Islander, 778-7978.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

LAKEFRONT GRAND OPENING! March 15, 
2008. Only fi ve acres, $44,900 with deep, dock-
able water! Save $10,000! Gorgeous wooded 
acreage. Boat directly to Gulf of Mexico! Excel-
lent fi nancing. Call about no closing costs special, 
800-564-5092, ext. 1024.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org, where 
you can read Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon on 
Tuesday.

THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992 
WWW.ISLANDER .ORG

TOURISTS MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU !TOURISTS MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU !

Issssssland  visitors. More circulation weekly than the dailies on 
AMI, greater readership than any publication circulating on AAAAAAAAMI, greater readership than any publication circulating on 
AMI, and  a  reputation for success! More than 14 years of AAAAAAAAMI, and  a  reputation for success! More than 14 years of 
service to the Island and readers are still fl ocking to The sssssservice to the Island and readers are still fl ocking to The 
Islander.  Call for winter marketing tips, special deals and Isssssslander.  Call for winter marketing tips, special deals and 
the “best news on Anna Maria Island” … 941-778-7978, ttttthe “best news on Anna Maria Island” … 941-778-7978, 

DDDDDDDDon’t miss out on your opportunity to market to our DDDDDDDDon’t miss out on your opportunity to market to our 
l d M l i kl h h d lI l d i i M i l i kl h h d ili

HELP ’EM OUT! HELP ’EM OUT! 

THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

 

SKY Sotheby’s Spring Portfolio Auction

•••••••• Auction to be held
 April 11, 2008.

•••••••• Property registration 
 now under way.

•••••••• Only 50 properties accepted.

•••••••• Comprehensive Global  
 Marketing Campaign.

•••••••• Call Terry Hayes to find           
  out if your property could 
  be included in the auction. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

TENNESSEE LAND SALE! Three acres and 
log cabin only $59,900! Saturday, March 8! New 
2,128-sf log cabin package on three acres of farm-
land with spectacular views. One mile to Nicklaus 
designed golf course. Near Tennessee River and 
recreational lake. Or choose fi ve acres with crys-
tal-clear mountain stream just $34,900. Excellent 
fi nancing. Call and ask about how to pay no closing 
costs. 866-999-2290 ext. 1736.

DON’T FORGET! The Islander has “mullet” T-shirts. 
Stop in our offi ce at 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach or order online www.islander.org.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAIN homesites from 
$59,900, minutes to Asheville, N.C. Enjoy sweeping 
mountain vistas, a mile of riverfront, walking/fi tness 
trails and more. Amenities include gated entrance, 
lodge and riverside barbecue. Excellent fi nancing 
available. Call for more info or to schedule tour. 877-
890-5253, ext. 3484, www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com. 
Offer void where prohibited by law.

NORTH CAROLINA GATED lakefront community. 
150 miles of shoreline and great mountain views. 
Call now, 800-709-5253.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY All real estate 
advertising herein is subject to the Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination Familial status includes children 
under age of 18 living with parents or legal custodi-
ans, pregnant women and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD toll-free at (800) 669-9777, 
for the hearing impaired (0) (800) 543-8294.

NEW LISTINGS!

Unbelievably priced 3BR/2BA 
condo w/new pool.  Many 
upgrades including new tile, 
carpet, hot water heater, stove, 
& refrigerator.  Priced to sell and 

ready to move in.  $110,000.

Jim     Anderson Realty CompanyJim     Anderson Realty Company
6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.comwww.jimandersonrealty.com

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.comemail: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

Call Gayle Schulz
Broker/Associate
941.812.6489

Immaculate, affordable, ready 
to move in 2BR/2BA home 
with a large lot on a quiet street 
conveniently located in Casa Del 
Sol, W. Bradenton w/tropically 

landscaped yard, irrigation system, 2-car garage, screened 
porch & new carpeting.  Offered for $239,000.  

Sunset Landings Condo, in 
southern Bradenton Beach  with 
gorgeous unobstructed gulf views 
directly across from the beach 
park. 2BR/2.5BA townhouse 

you will want to live in! Tastefully turnkey furnished.  
Small, private complex of only 5 units.   Rarely available. 
Offered for $690,000.  

INC

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

31O1 GULF DR 
HOLMES BEACH

800-367-1617

941-778-6696

www. mikenormanrealty.com
Since 1978

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
  (941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty
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