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Cortez festival 
grand from all 

angles
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 The Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival is over, 
the weather was friendly, and Cortez is $62,000 richer 
— or that much less in hock for mortgages owed for 
preservation of its part of Old Florida. 
 It was the 26th celebration of the way of life of the 
120-year-old fi shing village across the Cortez Bridge 
from Anna Maria Island. Islanders, Floridians, visitors 
from north, east and west, some 24,000 strong, fl ocked 
to the historic settlement over the weekend to help cel-
ebrate. 
 Fine art and crafts, boats, the working waterfront, 
music, food from all over the Gulf Coast, children’s 
games, tours, the Florida Maritime Museum, the large 
natural preserve that forms the eastern part of the vil-
lage, all were part of the festival. 
 Proceeds from the festival go to the Florida Institute 
for Saltwater Heritage, sponsor of the event that has put 
past festival revenues into the purchase of the FISH 
Preserve and will do the same this year. The festivals 
and help from governments and private donors have 
paid for the 100-acre Preserve, and now the money 
will go to fi nance purchase of the few plots there still 
in private hands.

Roger Allen, Manatee County’s manager of Cortez 
historic sites and director of the Florida Maritime 
Museum, accepts an award for his dedication to the 
village and its preservation from festival organizer 
Allen Garner.

Bridge rehab ongoing
  Pedestrians and fi shers who utilize the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge can expect the north side-
walk to be closed “in the near future,” accord-
ing to the Web site for the Florida Department of 
Transportaiton’s $9 million Anna Maria Island 
Bridge rehabilitation project.
 The south sidewalk on the bridge will remain 
available to pedestrians and/or those fi shing, the 
DOT said last week, and the current mobiliza-
tion of equipment by Quinn Construction Com-
pany Inc. of Palmetto “will not affect vehicular 
or waterborne traffi c.” 
 The DOT Web site is at www.amibridgerehab.
com and provides the latest information available 
on the project.
 Persons without Internet access can call 941-
792-0369 for information. 

County OKs permit process for 
pier work in Holmes Beach

The Manatee County Board of Commissioners 
recently authorized county staff to begin a permit-
ting process for the reconstruction of the pier at 
Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Manatee County commissioners unanimously 
authorized county staff to obtain permits for rebuild-
ing the Manatee Beach Pier in Holmes Beach.
 The commission was not asked to authorize the 
actual reconstruction of the pier during its Feb. 12 
meeting at the county administration building in Bra-
denton.
 In the fall of 2006, the 300-foot long pier was 
closed to pedestrian traffi c due to concern about rusting 
structural supports. The structure, about 18-feet wide, 
remained closed for months, reopening in the spring of 
2007 after an engineering review showed it was safe 
for foot traffi c. The area underneath the pier, however, 
remained closed to swimmers.

 A new study by Bridge Design Associates Inc. of 
West Palm Beach detailed four options for the pier:
 • Option 1 would be to remove the pier with no 
replacement, estimated to cost $753,438 and take 60-90 
days. To remove the pier, Bridge Design’s Brian Rheault 
said a barge and crane must be brought into the Gulf to 
haul away debris.
 • Option 2 would be to repair the pier, estimated 
to cost $1.4 million and take about nine months. With 
this option, Rheault said no barge would be required 
because the work could be conducted on the existing 
pier. “We would have to survey the underwater condi-
tion of the pilings,” he said.
 • Option 3 would be to rebuild the pier by con-
structing over the existing structure, estimated to cost 
$1.1 million and take about nine months.
 “What it basically is is adding new piles, casting 
a new deck, removing unsafe concrete and installing 
pressure release valves to give a longer-term safer pier,” 
Rheault said, adding that a new handrail also would be 
built. “It  basically stays in the same exact footprint.”
 With the reconstruction option, the pier would 
remain at about the same height and become wider — 
to about 22 feet, Rheault said.
 • Option 4 would be to replace the pier with a new 
structure, estimated to cost $1.6 million and take a 
year.
 “It would be a conventional pier similar to other 
fi shing piers around the state,” Rheault said. Besides 
being the most expensive option, Rheault said one 
problem with a new pier at the location would be the 
requirement to build it higher than the current pier.
 “This pier would go 12 to 14 feet higher than the 
existing beach,” Rheault said. That could create an 

PLEASE SEE PIER, NEXT PAGE

CORTEZ NETS HIGHLIGHT ‘NETWORKING’
The 2008 Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival theme of “Networking” was accented by a display of commer-
cial fi shing nets in the old Fulford Fish House, a quiet, cool place where Cortez oldtimers like to spend their 
time, whittling, weaving nets and telling tales, even when the fi sh are being processed. Young and old, critters 
of all types, met and greeted and begged for treats from folks, also young and old, at the fi shing festival.
Islander Photos: Bonner Joy
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accessibility problem.
 Rheault said Bridge Design Associates recom-
mends rebuilding the pier as proposed in option 3.
 The county lands management department, headed 
by director Charlie Hunsicker, also endorsed the third 
option and last week sought the commission’s permis-
sion to begin the permitting process.
 Commissioner Amy Stein moved to authorize staff 
to begin the permitting process, as well as designate 
option 3 as the best plan for the pier. Commissioner 
Carol Whitmore, of Holmes Beach, seconded the 
motion.
 “We get wonderful assets for our beachgoers,” 
Stein said.
 Hunsicker said he wanted to have the permits in 
hand in the event funding became available for actual 
construction.
 “It is important to remember that the permits for con-
struction, once obtained, will be valid for fi ve years from the 
date of issuance,” Hunsicker informed the commission. 
 “It is also important to have permits in hand, ready 
for construction implementation, should the pier be fur-
ther damaged … from unanticipated coastal storms,” 
he continued. “In that event, should the pier sustain 
damages requiring its immediate closure to pedestrian 
traffi c, storm damage repairs can commence immedi-
ately.”
 The permitting process, which involves obtaining 
permits at the federal, state and local level, may cost 
as much as $150,000 or, on the low estimate, $80,000, 
depending on whether the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection requires computer modeling of 
the effects of groin repair upon beach erosion. Such 
computer modeling would bring the cost close to the 
$150,000 mark, according to Hunsicker.
 The permitting process, because of the intricacies 
of a project in the coastal marine environment, is com-
plex and may take at least six months.
 Funding for the permitting process would come 
from the cent dedicated to beach renourishment 
expenses in the tourist development tax.
 Hunsicker also said the county could not remain 
idle in regards to the pier. “We could never sustain leav-
ing it there to fall into the sea,” he said.

Pier work proposed on Island
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Offi ce building planned for vacant lot

A developer’s 
plans call for 
this empty lot 
at Gulf Drive 
and Mana-
tee Avenue 
to eventu-
ally house a 
three-story 
offi ce build-
ing. Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A three-story office building may be built near 
the highly visible vacant lot at the corner of Manatee 
Avenue and Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach.
 Holmes Beach city commissioners reviewed a pre-
liminary site plan for the project during a meeting Feb. 
12.
 “I’m glad to see this parcel developed into some-
thing useful,” Mayor Rich Bohnenberger said regarding 
the property, which lies just to the north of Skinny’s 
Place.
 The board didn’t vote on the plan for 301 Manatee 
Ave., but commissioners indicated their support for the 
project, with some modifi cations.
 “It’s a good drawing and it’s a good use of the 
land,” observed Commissioner John Monetti.
 The project is being developed by Richard Bond of 
Sarasota, who wants to build a three-story structure to 
house his real estate offi ce, as well as other real estate 
operations.
 “We’re trying to give the building an Island fl avor,” 
project engineer Marie McCaughan said.
 The Island fl avor, she added, would include xeri-
scape landscaping — landscaping in ways that does not 
require supplemental irrigation.
 Building offi cial Bill Saunders, the city’s assistant 

public works superintendent, said the building would 
have a fi re sprinkler system and the site would contain 
13 parking spaces, as required under the city’s code.
 He added that the developer plans to work with 
the city to create a small park on at least a portion of 
unimproved Fourth Avenue.
 Initial plans called for paving the road, but at Saun-
ders’ request, McCaughan changed the design to close 
Fourth Avenue for a park and made Gulf Drive the point 
of ingress and egress for the property.
 During the commission meeting, commissioners 
expressed concern about channeling too many cars on 
Gulf Drive. They suggested using a portion of Fourth 
Avenue for a shell driveway to exit the building’s park-
ing lot.
 “It was always the intent to exit to Fourth Avenue,” 
McCaughan responded. “Perhaps a one-way [drive] 
might take care of your congestion concerns.”
 Such a change would alleviate traffi c congestion on 
Gulf Drive and still leave room for a park, said Mayor 
Rich Bohnenberger, who recommended consulting a 
city traffi c expert.
 Commissioners also encouraged the developer to 
work with the Florida Department of Transportation to 
extend a sidewalk that runs along Manatee Avenue.
 “To the east of Manatee we have a sidewalk going 
nowhere,” Zaccagnino said.
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
Feb. 25, 7 p.m., charter review meeting.
Feb. 26, 6:30 p.m., environmental education and 
enhancement committee meeting.
Feb. 28, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-
708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Feb. 21, 1 p.m., city commission meeting. 
Feb. 26, 6 p.m., board of adjustment meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Feb. 21, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meet-
ing.
Feb. 26, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Feb. 28, 7 p.m., planning commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest 
Feb. 21, 6 p.m., West Manatee Fire and Res-
cue District commission meeting, 6001 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

Anna Maria eager for 2011 beach renourishment

Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford and Manatee County Conservation Lands manager Charlie Hunsicker dis-
cuss beach renourishment at the Feb. 12 city commission meeting. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 For beach renourishment in Anna Maria, change 
that old song “What a difference a day makes” to “What 
a difference 10 years makes.”
 When Manatee County began implementing a 
beach renourishment project for Anna Maria Island 
around 1998, the reaction by city residents was as if 
the county had said it was doubling taxes for Anna 
Maria.
 Contentious meetings, name-calling, arm-twist-
ing, a lot of city commission opposition and a general 
feeling of ill-will eventually resulted in just a .6 mile 
portion of Anna Maria’s beaches being renourished. 
Among the complaints were that easements had to be 
“in perpetuity” and that the sand would not be of the 
same “sugar-like” quality.
 But not so with the planned 2011-12 beach renour-
ishment project.
 Maybe it was seeing the erosion effects on city 
beaches caused by passing hurricanes and Gulf storms 
in 2004 and 2005, or maybe it is the fact that the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers is not running this project and 
easements will only be for the duration of construction.
 Whatever the case, commissioners at their Feb. 
12 meeting greeted Manatee County Conservation 
Lands Manager Charlie Hunsicker with enthusiasm 
and a promise to do whatever it takes to get the project 
moving in Anna Maria.
 Hunsicker had come with trepidation after three 
county commissioners had indicated they were not 
interested in funding the county’s $3.8 million portion 
of the Anna Maria part of the project if the city was 
going to be as stubborn as 10 years ago.
 That, apparently, is not the case in Anna Maria.
 Hunsicker said his mandate from the county 
commission was to see that the city provides “ade-
quate easements” and enough public parking to meet 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
funding rules to allow a 50-50 split of the project 
cost between the DEP and the county. Total cost of 
the project, including the Coquina Beach portion, 
was put at $16 million by Hunsicker. The county’s 
portion will come from tourism tax revenues, com-
monly called the “bed tax.”
 Without an additional 38 public parking spaces 
identifi ed and made available as public parking, the 
county would have to cough up an additional $360,000 
for the project. Manatee County Commissioner Carol 
Whitmore confi rmed what Hunsicker said, noting that 
the county commission is “not interested” in paying that 
additional money and wants full Anna Maria support 
before proceeding to the next phase.
 No problem, indicated city Commissioners Duke 
Miller, John Quam, Jo Ann Mattick, Christine Tollette 
and Dale Woodland.
 “I’m willing to work to provide the parking,” said 
Woodland, adding that the homeowner’s temporary 
easement was a far cry from the perpetual easement 
that the Corps had required. 
 Hunsicker confi rmed that no property owner will have 
to give up any rights. The temporary easement is just to 
allow crews access to the beach during renourishment. 
Once the project is completed, the easement disappears.
 Thankfully, the commission may not have to look 
very far for the 38 spaces.
 Rick Spadoni of Coastal Planning and Engineering, 
the county’s beach engineering company, said he and 
public works director George McKay toured the city ear-
lier that day and found more than enough existing parking 
spaces that they believe will qualify as public parking.
 Great, said Miller. All that’s needed now is to have 
the DEP agree that those spaces meet its criteria and 
that the correct signage is in place. “But we will need 
direction on what is signage. We need an example,” he 
added.
 Mayor Fran Barford said she will follow up with the 
DEP and have a representative visit the city to inspect 
the spaces and discuss signage.
 Although Hunsicker said he would report the good 
news of cooperation to the county commission, Whit-
more, who attended the city meeting, encouraged city 
commissioners to meet with the county commission to 
express their support for the project.
 “This is a serious issue,” she said.
 Maybe, noted Tollette, but she reminded Whitmore 
that Anna Maria is “extremely important to tourism” 
and she hopes the commission will consider that when 

discussing beach renourishment.
 Barford said she would arrange a meeting of both 
city and county elected offi cials to “clear the air” about 
the project. She also was happy to note the commis-
sion’s collective reaction.
  “I’m very pleased with the city commission’s con-
cern about beach renourishment. I’m confi dent that 
together, we can work out all the problems.”
  Worried that some Manatee County Commission-
ers might still want to keep Anna Maria out of the 
planned 2011-12 beach renourishment project — even 
if the city meets the parking and easement criteria 
— Barford the day following the city commission 
meeting invited the county commission to a lunch to 
see that the city is “on track with a good attitude and 
willingness to work together.”
 Barford said that she was “concerned” because some 
county commissioners apparently are “not viewing Anna 
Maria Island as one barrier island” for renourishment.
  Excluding the city from the renourishment project 
because of “past attitudes” and the fact that the city 
does not generate the same amount of tourism tax dol-

State prosecutor 
suspended, bribe 

uncovered
 In what can best be described as a convoluted 
series of events, apparently a state prosecutor’s brother 
offered to have drug charges dropped for a friend for 
cash, resulting in suspension for the prosecutor.
 The state prosecutor, Andrew R. Mikos, has 
been suspended with pay, according to Bradenton 
Beach police, after his brother offered two Braden-
ton Beach residents accused of drug charges to have 
those charges dropped if he was paid $1,000.
 “We’re still looking into it,” Bradenton Beach 
detective Sgt. Lenard Diaz said Monday. 
 The prosecutor’s brother, David R. Mikos, alleg-
edly approached Jessica L. Boyd and her boyfriend, 
Adam D. Darling, both of Bradenton Beach, and said 
he could get drug charges against them dropped if he 
was paid $1,000. 
 Boyd and Darling were arrested in July 2007 
on drug charges. The pair contacted the prosecutor’s 
office regarding the “deal,” which prompted the 
investigation.
 David Mikos was questioned by police and 
released. 
 Andrew Mikos was also questioned and then was 
suspended from his state job with pay.
 The investigation was expected to be fi nalized 
after presstime for The Islander, Diaz said.

lars as the other Island cities would be detrimental to 
the tourism industry of those cities, she said, and the 
entire Manatee County area.
  Hunsicker noted that although the project may not 
begin for another 3 to 4 years, beach renourishment 
takes an enormous amount of planning and permitting. 
That’s why he and Spadoni have initiated the feasibility 
study, and why they need commission consensus and a 
promise of cooperation.
 There were no objections among the sparse gather-
ing of about 25 people at the city commission meeting.
  In other business, commissioners agreed to send an 
ordinance proposing adoption of a stormwater utility 
fee to its March 13 worksession for discussion. The 
commission is awaiting a report on what amount would 
be reasonable to charge residents on an annual basis.
  The commission also gave consensus for city 
attorney Jim Dye to draft an amendment to the public 
recreation area ordinance that would include the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center. That will exempt the 
Center from applying for a special events permits to 
hold functions and events not currently covered by the 
ordinance.
  Once Dye has a draft amendment ready, it will go to 
the planning and zoning board for review and a public 
hearing, then to the city commission for two public 
hearings before it can be approved and enacted.
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Palma Sola Causeway gets ‘big-ticket’ trees

Palm trees were the fi rst of hundreds of trees to be planted along the Palma Sola Scenic Highway — the Mana-
tee Avenue corridor linking Anna Maria Island to the mainland. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The landscaping of the Palma Sola Scenic Highway 
corridor likely will be done by late April, when sup-
porters hope to hold an Arbor Day ceremony to mark 
completion of the project.
 The landscaping began several weeks ago with the 
planting of sabal palm trees along the highway known 
by various names — Manatee Avenue, State Road 
64 and, from 75th Street westward as the Palma Sola 
Causeway.
 Gumbo limbo trees and oaks are next on the list 
of more than 700 native Florida trees to be planted, 
project designer Bev Burdette of Burdette & Associ-
ates, told the Palma Sola Scenic Highway Committee 
on Feb. 13.
 “We put in a lot of sabals at the bridges,” Burdette 
said. “We’ve done a lot of fi eld adjustment with Florida 
Power & Light. And now you are going to start seeing 
a lot of canopy trees out there — gumbo limbos and 
oaks.”
 “We will make our deadlines and everything is just 
great,” said Seth Kohn, a committee member and city 
of Bradenton employee.
 Kohn and Burdette said a goal was to plant the 
most expensive trees fi rst to meet a requirement in a 
state grant that at least $90,000 of the project be com-
pleted this month. The total landscaping cost is about 
$250,000.
 Ingrid McClellan, chair of the Palma Sola group 
and executive director of Keep Manatee Beautiful, 
asked whether the landscaping would be completed in 
time for an April 25 Arbor Day celebration.
 “I don’t see a problem with that,” Kohn said.
 The vision for the state-designated scenic highway 
goes beyond the landscaping to include new bus shelters, a 
new boat ramp, a new rest room and even a new modular-
style newspaper rack to house varied publications.
 The committee’s meeting agenda included discus-
sion on these projects, as well as plans for the King-
fi sh Boat Ramp area — the westerly culmination of 
the scenic highway is at the intersection with East Bay 
Drive in Holmes Beach.
 The new rest room is planned for the south side of 

the eastern causeway so visitors will no longer need 
to cross the road to reach an existing rest room on the 
north side.
 The new boat ramp also is planned for the south 
side of the causeway on the west end of the Palma 
Sola beach and eventually will replace the ramp at the 
northeast end of the beach.
 County offi cials approved an agreement with the 
city of Bradenton on the boat ramp last week that pro-
vides for the city and the county to share responsibilities 
for the amenity, which will be a 15-by-60-foot concrete 
ramp with parking for 11 trailers and four cars.
 Manatee County conservation lands management 
director Charlie Hunsicker praised the agreement as a 
“nice move between the city of Bradenton and county 

commissioners. Working together has made this boat 
ramp a reality.”
 However, the plan for the ramp still needs formal 
approval from Bradenton’s planning commission and 
city council. If approval comes this month, construc-
tion on the ramp can begin in March, said Kohn. If 
construction does not begin next month, the ramp may 
be delayed until next December and the winter tides.
 Two bus shelters, which will be modeled on 
Holmes Beach’s trolley shelters, will be placed along 
the highway on Perico Island and a third shelter may 
be constructed near Flamingo Cay.
 Manatee County Area Transit director Ralf Hesler 
said his agency reviewed ridership statistics and decided 
there wasn’t enough use of the bus stop at the Palma 
Sola beach to build another shelter.
 McClellan added that a shelter on the beach might 
interfere with the vista.
 But a newspaper condominium — a series of mod-
ular boxes for publications — will be built outside the 
Palma Sola rest room facilities. Several weeks ago, 
Bradenton city workers removed an array of publica-
tion boxes from the right of way on the causeway. The 
assignment had been to take away non-newspaper pub-
lications, but the box for The Islander was inadvertently 
picked up, said McClellan. The box was discarded.
 She said weekly newspapers, as well as a number of 
dailies and other publications, would have the opportu-
nity to use the newspaper condominium, which city of 
Bradenton offi cials are planning to install in partnership 
with the Bradenton Herald.
 “So, what color do we want?” McClellan asked the 
committee. A consensus was for “sand,” similar to the 
color of some Island racks.
 Plans also call for creating a mural depicting the 
history of the village of Palma Sola on the wall of the 
causeway rest-room facility. KMB recently partnered 
with the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce and the Man-
atee County School District on an anti-graffi ti program, 
Leave Your Mark. Artists involved with the program 
will paint the mural, if the project gets approval from 
county commissioners.
 “Murals,” McClellan said, “are a graffi ti-prevention 
strategy.”
 Regarding plans for Kingfi sh, Hunsicker said the 
county has asked the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion to consider changing its plans for a sidewalk there 
— to OK the placement of a sidewalk on the south side 
of Manatee Avenue in that area instead of, or in addition 
to, a path on the north side.
 Hunsicker said the county would also like to see the 
construction of a walk-around under the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge.
 The county commission is expected to take up the 
issue at a meeting in March.
 The next Palma Sola committee meeting will take 
place at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 12, at the Mana-
tee County administration building, 1112 Manatee Ave. 
W., Bradenton.

Gala to benefi t orchestra
 A fundraiser for the Anna Maria Island Community 
Chorus and Orchestra will take place at 6 p.m. Saturday, 
April 5, at a waterfront residence overlooking Tampa 
Bay in northwest Bradenton.
 The AMICCO board approved the “Taste of Music 
Champagne Gala” fundraiser, proposed by Dantia and 
Barry Gould, at a board meeting on Feb. 9.
 The event will include champagne and wine, appe-
tizers, a dessert buffet, live music performed on the 
pool deck, dancing under the stars and a raffl e for a 
one-week stay at a home overlooking Anini Beach in 
Kauai, Hawaii.

 The suggested donation for the event is $50. 
 In recent years, an ad hoc committee has organized 
the Island Garden Tour to raise funds for AMICCO, 
with fi ve gardens generally featured on the tour.
 At this month’s board meeting, the board decided 
instead to organize an event that would bring supporters 
together under one roof where AMICCO’s talent could 
be showcased. 
 Organizers are putting together committees to pre-
pare for the event.
 For more information, call Dantia Gould (778-
1880) or e-mail dantia@planttender.com.

Opera on Anna Maria
Michelle Giglio sings during the Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and Orchestra’s Feb. 17 opera concert 
— featuring selections from Giuseppe Verdi’s  “La Traviata” — at Crosspointe Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. AMICCO’s fi nal concert of the season will be “Poetry and Music” March 30. 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff
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Pamaro East: 
5465 University Pkwy. 

941-359-0025
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-5 

Pamaro North: 
7782 N. Tamiami Trail 

941-355-5619
Mon-Sat 10-5

Pamaro South: 
4586 S. Tamiami Trail 

941-923-3299
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5

Pamaro Shop

Complimentary in-home design consultation.

Let us furnish your entire home. 
Every room, every style, every detail just right. 

Family owned and operated since 1950 

TENT SALE!
Huge Savings – now until 3/1/08.

Over $2 Million in Inventory on sale!

Next Day Delivery

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

Outdoor dining back on menu in Holmes Beach
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Outdoor dining comes and goes on the Holmes 
Beach city commissioners’ meeting menu. Last week 
the board agreed to return to the issue for another 
taste.
 The decision to go for another helping, reached 
during a meeting Feb. 12 at city hall, was prompted by 
a request for additional outdoor seating from the owners 
of Skinny’s Place, 3901 Gulf Drive.
 “We would ask that the commission either change 
the current outdoor seating ordinance or grant Skinny’s 
a special exception for more outdoor seating,” Skinny’s 
owner Jan Freeman wrote in a recent letter to Commis-
sioner David Zaccagnino. “We understand why an out-
door seating ordinance was put into place several years 
ago due to the smoking law. However, in our case at 
least, it’s not about people sitting outside to smoke.”
 Freeman made the case that Skinny’s customers, 
and those of other restaurants in Holmes Beach, are 
drawn to the Island for its sunny atmosphere and want 
to dine outside. 
 The number of people who want to dine outside is 
too high for the allotment of eight outdoor dining seats, 
Skinny’s maintains. Last year the restaurant owners 
went before the code enforcement board over a cita-
tion for violating the seating regulations.
 The rules were adopted after Florida lawmakers 
banned smoking in most public locations. Holmes 
Beach city offi cials enacted a policy intended to help 
restaurants appease smokers.
 “When the smoking ban came along, we decided 
to be the nice guys,” said Sandy Haas-Martens, the 
commission chair.
 At the time, the commission decided to allow each 
restaurant a limited number of outdoor dining spots. 
“We gave eight as a gift,” Haas-Martens said.
 “It was done without regard to parking,” said Mayor 
Rich Bohnenberger.
 The mayor and commissioners discussed the issue 
at length last week before deciding to ask the city attor-
ney to review the outdoor dining ordinance and deter-
mine whether outdoor dining requests can be handled 

on a case-by-case basis.
 Commissioner Pat Morton said he didn’t oppose 
increasing the number of outdoor dining seats at a res-
taurant provided safety concerns can be met. Morton 
said since the city revised the outdoor dining rules, he’s 
been apprehensive about seating patrons too close to 
traffi c and parked cars.
 “I think, in certain areas, people are in harm’s way,” 
said Morton, adding that he talked with Skinny’s man-
agement about moving the restaurant’s outdoor tables 
to the north side of the building.
 Commissioner John Monetti, who manages the 
Columbia Restaurant on St. Armands Circle, acknowl-
edged the attraction of outdoor dining.
 After renovating the Columbia last year, Monetti 
removed indoor tables to dramatically increase his out-
door seating. 
 “People want to sit outside. … And it benefi ts the 
Island,” Monetti said, adding he wants the commission 
to fi nd a balance that best serves the interests of tourists, 
residents and restaurant owners.
 Commissioner Pat Geyer, who owns Duffy’s 
Tavern, 5805 Marina Drive, remained quiet through 
most of the discussion. She did acknowledge the 
enthusiasm the public has for outdoor dining and 
that she has space to increase her outdoor seating if 
allowed. 
 Haas-Martens reminded commissioners that restau-
rants already have the option of increasing their out-
door dining space provided they decrease the number 
of seats inside to meet parking requirements or create 
additional parking spaces.
 But Zaccagnino returned to his argument that per-
haps seating need not be tied to parking, or perhaps 
the number of seats allotted each restaurant could be 
increased from eight to 10 or 12.
 “As long as we have a site plan,” Zaccagnino 
said.
 In other business, the commission:
 • Endorsed a resolution urging state lawmakers to 
act on a range of issues — from affordable housing to 
transportation — during the 2008 legislative session.
 • Reviewed a draft ordinance intended to clarify a 

provision allowing neighbor agreements in the recently 
adopted docks ordinance.
 “This is just saying what we intended to say in 
plain English,” Haas-Martens said of the proposed lan-
guage change to the ordinance, which was years in the 
making.
 • Authorized the mayor to write a letter support-
ing the appointment of Beverly Neville to the Manatee 
County Library Board, replacing Joan Pettigrew, who 
has resigned.
 • Approved the mayor’s request to proceed with 
efforts intended to revise the city’s fl ood plain poli-
cies.
 “We need to revise our method of doing business,” 
Bohnenberger said.
 “Anything we can do to help lower fl ood insur-
ance,” Haas-Martens said.
 • Reviewed Sarasota-Bradenton International Air-
port passenger statistics — which show an increase 
from about a million in 2003 to nearly 1.5 million in 
2007.
 • Reviewed a preliminary site plan for an offi ce 
building at the corner of Gulf Drive and Manatee 
Avenue. (See separate story.)
 Also during the meeting, the mayor informed com-
missioners that city offi cials continue to work on estab-
lishing a golf-cart crossing at Gulf Drive and East Bay 
Drive and to further plans to create a nature preserve 
at Grassy Point.
 Bohnenberger also announced plans to recognize 
city employees during a ceremony at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 21, and organize a “Founders’ Day” celebration 
in the city in April.
 “The date has not been set yet,” the mayor said of 
the event.

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 

of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.
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FROM our 1995 archive:
It was a great day for Cortez

 Some said it would be the last, but if more than 
10,000 visitors to the 1995 Cortez Commercial Fishing 
Festival get their wish, the tradition will continue.
 As will other traditions in Cortez. 
 The generations of fi shers from Cortez have far too 
much pride in their heritage to let the state constitu-
tional amendment passed in November 1994 prohibit-
ing net fi shing in near-shore waters get in their way.
 “There’s got to be a way,” was mumbled over and over 
by friends, fi shermen, their families and sympathizers.
 “People didn’t realize their vote meant they were put-
ting us out of business,” said Blue Fulford, a life-time fi sh-
erman who fought the amendment — and fought hard.
 Fulford was often overheard saying, “Please vote 
for me, I’m running for my life.”
 Fast forward to 2008, and just like Fulford, the fi sh-
ing festival has gone on and not just for fun and food, 
but for great purpose.
 The event exists to commemorate the pride of gen-
erations of fi shers, preserve the heritage and pass it on 
to future generations, cherish memories and tales of 
how it all used to be and — most of all — to celebrate 
the lifeblood of Cortez.
  Mullet was what brought people to the area to 
begin with, fi rst Indians and ultimately the men from 
Carteret County, N.C., who in the 1880s came south 
looking for a living and found it at what was then called 
Hunters Point. 
 And since those hard times when the net ban was 
enacted and the annual mullet harvest ended, the Florida 
Institute for Saltwater Heritage — FISH — came into 
being and its purpose became protection and preserva-
tion of the Cortez way of life.
 The FISH Preserve, east of Cortez on Sarasota Bay, 
was purchased with funds earned from the festival. 
It’s 95 acres of pristine estuarine ecosystem — lush 
mangroves and wetlands, a habitat for the breeding of 
marine life in the inlet Cortezians call the “Kitchen.” 
 Indeed, it provides a buffer to the intrusion of develop-
ment, but it’s come to be more than that by standing free, 
symbolizing what fi shers came here for in the fi rst place. 
 It’s a shame that voters put Cortez out of the mullet 
business — if only this way of life and the village had 
been “grandfathered.” But if you missed the event that 
now puts Cortez on the visitor map, you can still enjoy 
the fl avors and ambiance of the village on the docks 
of Star Fish or the Cortez Kitchen restaurants, or take 
home a fresh catch from the markets. 
 Here’s to good fi shing and traditions … a Cortez 
(mullet) hot dog and a slice of key lime pie. It doesn’t 
taste any better than in Cortez, not anywhere on Earth.
 No one preserves old Florida better than this.

Thanks
 Remember the day when we used to ride bikes 
or walk from one end of the Island to the other 
end just to see friends, or building tree forts in the 
woods that the Island used to have, or even going 
to the Anna Maria Island Community Center to play 
arcade games, pool, watching MTV (when MTV 
only played videos), or your friends played football 
at the Center or fishing at the pier. Those days are 
gone. The old Center is gone, but the memories of 
those great times and/or family of friends will never 
be forgotten.
 January 2008 has been hard. I have lost a few of 
my friends for my Island memories and I just wanted 
to take time to remember them and remind everyone 
how precious life is. Always love and cherish each day 
with you families.
 I hope time and memories help heal the hearts of 
the families and friends of those lost. I wanted to say 
thanks for the great memories. You’ll always be remem-
bered. 
 Richy Smith … Scott King. … Mike Cagnina.
 Jeanie Chamberlain, Holmes Beach

Thanks to all
 The Anna Maria Island Wedding Merchants would 
like to thank all the brides and grooms, their friends 
and families for attending the fi rst Anna Maria Island 

Wedding Fesitival Feb. 10. 
 We are so excited to be known as the “Beach Wed-
ding Capital of  Florida” and hope to one day be known 
as the “Wedding Capital of the World.”
 We extend our thanks to the many individuals and 
businesses that donated items for our raffl e and cham-
pagne toast, provided entertainment and fun activities at 
the vendor sites, and to the Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce staff and volunteers. 
 Thank you also to the media that provided us with 
such great event coverage. We would also like to thank 
major sponsors Brighthouse, Clear Channel, Harrington 
House, Sandbar Restaurant, BeachHouse Restaurant, 
LaPensee Plumbing and Gold Coast Eagle. 
 To everyone who made this inaugural event a huge 
success, thank you from our collective hearts.
 Christine Tollette for the 40 Anna Maria Island 
Wedding Merchants

Anna Maria, I love you
  What a lovely story in the Feb. 13 edition 
of The Islander by Wyatt Blassingame. My wife 
and I found Anna Maria in 2004 in the most unex-
pected way and at a time in my life when I really 
needed some magic. I found it in the essence of 
Anna Maria within a few days of walking along 
the incredible Gulf shoreline, and drinking in the 
sheer atmosphere of this wonderful Island I felt 
my life changing. We had a fabulous holiday and, 
on returning home, within a few weeks I had quit 
my job of 32 years and have since lived in a way 
I could not have imagined before my trip to this 
beautiful place. 
 We returned the following year to celebrate our 
25th wedding anniversary and I managed another trip 
in 2006, bringing my aged father-in-law, each time 
staying at the great Blue Water Beach Club. I hope 
to return soon, but on this Valentine’s Day if I was 
there, I would buy Anna Maria a rose with my love 
and thanks.
 Eddie Bolas, England

More thanks
 We would like to take moment to thank all friends 
for all the phone calls and support they gave in the pass-
ing of our son, Richy Smith. Rich was loved by many. 
He grew up on the Island and was a former Holmes 
Beach city worker. Rich passed away on Jan 28, 2008, 
in his sleep. He was only 32 years old.
 Thank you to all
 Parents Steve and Sandy, wife Anji, children Taylor, 
Cale and Aeryell, sister Pat and her children Ashley 
and Aaron.
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 • The Anna Maria and West Side fire com-
missions voted unanimously to consolidate their 
districts into a single entity following a four-hour 
meeting on the subject. The districts had been in 
negotiation to consolidate for nearly a year.
 • Holmes Beach building official Joe Duennes 
confirmed that Publix Super markets of Lakeland 
planned to demolish the Island Foods building on 
East Bay Drive and construct a new 27,000 square-
foot facility on the site.
 • Holmes Beach Mayor Bob VanWagoner 
told Key Royale residents who complained about 
short-term rentals that he needed specific incidents, 
including names of the property owners, before he 
could initiate code enforcement procedures.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Feb. 10 62 76 0Feb. 10 62 76 0
Feb. 11 50 72 0Feb. 11 50 72 0
Feb. 12 63 76 .60Feb. 12 63 76 .60
Feb. 13 63 75 0Feb. 13 63 75 0
Feb. 14 50 72 0Feb. 14 50 72 0
Feb. 15 56 76 0Feb. 15 56 76 0
Feb. 16 63 77 0Feb. 16 63 77 0
Average Gulf water temperature 69°Average Gulf water temperature 69°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Center auction caters to whims

An Affaire to Remember’s live auction will feature 
a variety of trips, including a quick visit to Vegas 
to catch Cirque du Soleil’s “Love,” a tribute to the 
Beatles.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The An Affaire to Remember auction Feb. 23 will 
cater to sports fans.
 And destination travelers.
 And fi ne diners.
 And speed racers.
 The auction is one of the highlights of the annual An 
Affaire to Remember gala at the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. The event 
will take place beginning at 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23.
 The gala will feature a silent auction, a champagne 
reception, an open bar, appetizers, dancing to the music 
of Shaman and an elegant dinner catered by Harry’s 
Continental Kitchens.
 Tickets to An Affaire cost $150, with proceeds ben-
efi ting the newly housed Center. The live auction, too, 
benefi ts the Center, which offers programs for a range 
of ages and interests, from sports leagues to educational 
programs to therapy sessions.
 Travelers might bid in the live auction on the Aloha 
package — a one-week stay on the Hawaiian Island 
of Kauai in a three-bedroom 
home on a hillside overlook-
ing the Pacifi c.
 The auction fare also will 
include two nights at the Atlan-
tis Resort on Paradise Island in 
the Bahamas, plus round-trip 
airfare for two people. 
 For Islanders who need 
a release from Anna Maria’s 
25-mph speed limit, the auc-
tion will include the Life in 
the Fast Lane package — 
the chance to take several 
laps on the 3.7-mile Sebring 
International Raceway in a 
2000 Ferrari 360 Challenge 
race car with driver Peter 
Argetsinger. The drive takes 
place April 4 during a lunch 
break in the Florida Region of 

the Ferrari Club of America Sebring Spectacular.
 Need dinner reservations for eight — and a des-
ignated driver? A dining package will feature trans-
portation on the new Beach Bistro bus to the Holmes 
Beach restaurant, where a party of eight will enjoy a 
customized gourmet meal and sample six wines.
 For music fans, glory days are ahead. An auctioneer 
will award the highest bidder four tickets to the Bruce 
Springsteen and the E Street Band concert at the St. 
Pete Times Forum on April 21. The night begins with 
dinner for four at Mattison’s Riverside in Bradenton.
 The Boss or the Beatles? The auction will also 
feature two tickets to Cirque du Soleil’s “Love” at the 
Mirage in Las Vegas, plus a three-day/two-night stay 
at the MGM Grand.
 For sports fans, the winning package in the auc-
tion might be admission to a Tampa Bay Rays game 
for 25 people and a party in the owners’ suite behind 
home plate.
 For devotees of the Red Sox Nation, the auction 
will feature two tickets to a game at Boston’s Fenway 
Park, plus airline tickets, as well as four tickets to a 

game at the Sox training 
site in Fort Myers.
 For sporties who 
prefer playing to watching, 
the auction will include a 
fround of golf for four at 
The Concession — con-
sidered one of America’s 
fi nest courses and designed 
by Jack Nicklaus and Tony 
Jacklin.
 The auction hand-
book contains many 
other packages — goods 
and services at a variety 
of values.
 For more informa-
tion about the gala or the 

Center, call 941-778-1908 
or go to www.islandcom-
munitycenter.com.
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Insurance: Premiums are up, down for Fortenberrys

Pamela 
Fortenberry of 
Holmes Beach 

was “taken 
out” of Citizens 
Property Insur-

ance but now 
has been put 

back with Citi-
zens. Price? 

Go fi gure. 
Islander 

Photo: Molly 
McCartney

By Molly McCartney 
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach artist Pam Fortenberry knows some-
thing about the crazy-quilt pattern of Florida’s property 
insurance crisis.
 Her rate for wind coverage on her family house 
in Holmes Beach more than doubled. Then she got a 
small refund. Her latest premium has dropped, but is 
still higher than it was back in 2006.
 What’s going on here?
 Like hundreds of other homeowners on Anna Maria 
Island and throughout Florida, Fortenberry and husband 
Brett say they aren’t sure what happened or why. 
 “We live in a tiny little one-story house — about 
900 square feet—on a tiny little property and we have a 
policy with Citizens,” she said. “We were paying about 
$900 a year for wind coverage. Then it went to $2,225. 
Then we got a $250 refund. Now the rate is $1,021.”
 Go fi gure.
 According to their insurance agent, Mark Mixon of 
Jim Mixon Insurance Inc. in Holmes Beach, the Forten-
berrys are among the thousands of Florida homeowners 
who were “taken out” of Citizens Property Insurance Cor-
poration and placed with another insurance company.
 Citizens is considered the state’s insurer of last 
resort. But in an effort to reduce Citizens’ exposure to 
risk, Citizens will permit a private insurer to take over 
some of its policies. And the private insurer can charge 
the policyholder a higher rate than Citizens.
 About 320,000 policyholders were taken out of Citi-
zens by Poe Financial Group several years ago. When 
Poe was unable to pay Florida claims that arose from the 
2004-05 hurricane season, the company was liquidated. 
Many of its policyholders were then returned to Citizens.
 In 2006, an estimated 41,000 Florida homeowners 
were switched from Citizens to either Florida Peninsula 
or Homewise Insurance.
  The Fortenberrys were assigned to Florida Penin-
sula and very quickly their annual premium for wind 
insurance shot up to $2,225. 
 “That was tough,” Pam Fortenberry said. “I had 
just been paid a commission for some art work and it 
all went to pay the insurance bill.”

 Husband Brett is a self-employed detailer for boats 
and a gardener who has created a lush, tropical garden 
that conceals the small house where they have lived for 
nearly 13 years. Their concrete-block home is insured 
for $142,000.
  According to Mixon, the Fortenberrys’ premium 
doubled when Florida Peninsula raised rates by 91 per-
cent “without it being approved by the state.”
 Mixon said the state insurance commissioner 
ordered Peninsula to reduce the amount of its rate 
increase and make refunds.
 That’s when the Fortenberrys wound up with a 
$250 refund.
 By the time their policy came up for renewal in 
November 2007, the couple was back with Citizens. Their 
annual premium for wind insurance fell to $1,021 — less 
than half the $2,225 they paid the previous year. 
 Explains Mixon: “It’s a ping-pong game.” 

Rate relief promises
 Rep. Bill Galvano (R-68) said the state is in an 
“administrative battle right now” with the insurance 
industry over the question of what happened to the 
promises of rate reductions of 20 percent or more.
 The Florida Legislature last year passed an insur-
ance reform law that provided insurance companies an 
option to purchase cheaper reinsurance from the state. 
Insurers were supposed to pass through their savings 
to policyholders.
 But the savings haven’t come through as 
expected.
 In fact, some companies, including Allstate, have 
fi led for rate increases. The state Offi ce of Insurance 
Regulation has cracked down on the industry in recent 
weeks and a Senate committee in Tallahassee held hear-
ings earlier this month to question insurance company 
executives about the rate relief mystery.
 And according to a recent report in the Miami 
Herald, Gov. Charlie Crist has hired attorneys “to see 
if the state can fi le a class-action suit against the insur-
ance industry on behalf of state residents.”
 Galvano, who represents western Manatee County, 
including Anna Maria Island, says that legislators “want 

to know why we were told one thing by the industry 
on how to achieve a goal and then that goal was not 
achieved, and the industry has not given us an answer 
on that.”
 The Legislature will probably take some action on 
insurance during the upcoming regular session begin-
ning in March, Galvano said. 
 “I wouldn’t be surprised to see some proposals to 
give more teeth to the Offi ce of Insurance Regulation 
to enforce its regulation,” he said.
 Despite the current standoff between the state and 
the industry, Galvano says he believes that the “pressure 
is starting to recede a bit in the insurance market,” based 
on reports he has received from constituents and others.
 “This is not a state where it is easy to afford insur-
ance yet, but it is better,” he said.
 He said the absence of storm activity, combined 
with the “fi rm action” by the Offi ce of Insurance Regu-
lation in holding down rates has helped to calm the 
market. Steps by the state in expanding the state’s risk 
with reinsurance also has had a positive impact, he 
said. 
 “But we can’t rest on that. We have to continue to 
make sure we are as fi scally responsible as we can be 
without overburdening tax-paying citizens.”
 What is going to happen, The Islander asked Gal-
vano, in January 2009 when the premium freeze ends 
on Citizens policies?
 “That is a great question, and that is something 
to be concerned about,” Galvano said. But for now, 
he says, “we are moving toward a more market-based 
system.”

Dock repair approved 
in Bradenton Beach

 With a bit of head-scratching, Bradenton Beach 
planners quickly approved repair of an existing dock 
jutting out from Canasta Drive into Anna Maria 
Sound.
 As building offi cial Steve Gilbert explained it, there 
has been some head scratching over apparent confl icts 
in the city’s land development code. 
 Paul Grady’s dock at 2310 Canasta Drive was per-
mitted and built in before he purchased the home. But 
wear and tear on the 130-foot-long dock took its course, 
though, and the dock needs repairs.
 But, one section of an element within the LDC 
states that private docks or piers must be no more than 
1,000 square feet unless a special exception is granted. 
Then there’s another provision that limits the length of 
a dock to no more than 65 feet from shore. 
 Gilbert recommended that the city’s planning and 
zoning board grant the dock repair and waive the $1,000 
fee for a special exception petition. 
 The dock will match the existing footprint, dock 
builder James Annis has said, and repairs will be done 
as needed. 
 The matter was unanimously approved, and the 
recommendation by the planning board will now go 
before the city commission for a fi nal decision at its 
Feb. 7 meeting.
 In other business, planners continued a long-stand-
ing discussion on signs within Bradenton Beach, and 
the matter was continued again to a later date. 
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All Work is Guaranteed 
in Writing
Handyman Service

Drywall Patching 

& Textures

Painting - Interior & Exterior

Tile Work

Carpentry

Kitchen Remodel/Bath Remodel

Minor Plumbing

Windows/Doors
Hurricane Shutters...and Everything in Between!

Free Estimates
(941) 355-0300

Licensed & Insured        Lic#CGC1513629
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ce

Repair, Remodel, Relax!

20% OFF
ALL LABOR

*Over $100

   Exp. 2/29/08

ABOR

778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

We’ve watched them come,
We’ve watched them go...

We’re still here where
We’ve always been.

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Committee for open government meets, listens
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 The struggle between stubborn governmental 
secrecy and a free people fl ared here last week, with 
Anna Maria Island a star case in point. 
 Education of public offi cials is needed to over-
come at least the part caused by offi cials’ ignorance 
of or resistance to the law, Bonner Joy, publisher of 
The Islander, told the governor’s Commission on Open 
Government Reform. 
 The commission, established by Gov. Charlie 
Crist, met at Sudakoff Center, New College of Florida 
in Sarasota. The two-day meeting heard discussions 
of the problem by government and the media, mostly 
newspaper publishers and reporters. 

The Islander’s situation is particularly perplexing, 
said publisher Joy, because the Island has three city 
governments to cover with the limited resources of a 
weekly newspaper. 
 The paper has the experience of bringing freedom-
of-information lawsuits against Anna Maria City and 
Bradenton Beach, she noted, and it is a long, tedious 
and costly process. But, she added, well worth it in the 
interest of the people of the Island deserving to know 
what their governments are doing. 
 “We elect people to offi ce who at fi rst don’t know 
how governments work, and often don’t care,” she said. 
“They should be educated in the conduct of govern-
ment, including the open government laws, as soon as 
they are elected.” 

 Diane McFarlin, publisher of the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune, outlined the months and money required to get 
basic information from the state’s Department of Edu-
cation. And Manatee County billed the paper $3,000 
to provide public records, she said, so “how about the 
average citizen or small business needing access” with 
less resources? 
 Matt Walsh, publisher of the Observer newspapers, 
headquartered on Longboat Key, said requiring authori-
ties to make public spending and the taxation to fi nance 
it are all well and good, but they are worthless because 
they don’t have to compare their fi gures meaningfully 
year to year or with any others.
 Google the state budget every way you can, he said, 
and “I defy you to fi nd the facts of the state budget.” 

Holmes Beach commissioner meets with HBCA

Civic conversation
Holmes Beach City Commissioner David Zaccagnino, second from right, talks with members of the Holmes 
Beach Civic Association during its Feb. 16 meeting at the Island Branch Library. Seven people gathered with 
the commissioner in a free-ranging discussion — from water rights in China to beach renourishment in Anna 
Maria to stormwater draining in Holmes Beach. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach Civic Association members met 
Feb. 16 at the Island Branch Library for a free-ranging 
talk on government responsibility.
 Seven members sat down with Holmes Beach City 
Commissioner David Zaccagnino at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, for the 
meeting.
 Topics in the hour-long roundtable discussion 
ranged from beach renourishment to water rights, 
bridge renovations to parking problems, property taxes 

to traffi c congestion.
 In regards to city services, Zaccagnino said, “I think 
we get pretty good services for the taxes we send to the 
city of Holmes Beach.”
 He added that budget reductions required by state-
mandated property tax reform shouldn’t negatively 
impact those services. 
 “We’ve saved for a rainy day,” he said. “Our budget 
will be trimmed, but this is also an opportunity to con-
solidate some services on this Island some day. There’s 
a lot of expense to be saved.”
 Resident Louie Strickland voiced concern for an 

ailing economy and said governments need to do more 
to help citizens, especially in regards to insurance and 
tax issues.
 Strickland’s comment took the discussion to the 
federal and then the international level, with comments 
on privatizing government infrastructure and selling 
water rights.
 “We’re going to see the commoditizing of water. 
That’s the big push on Wall Street,” Zaccagnino 
observed.
 Al Wierdorn said it didn’t seem right, to sell rights 
to the public water supply.
 Without endorsing the sale of rights, Zaccagnino 
noted, “You would have said the same thing about oil 
100 years ago.”
  As the meeting began, HBCA members made note 
of the small turnout, wondering whether there were 
too many weekend activities taking place in the area 
or whether there was a lack of interest in civic mat-
ters. Members of the grassroots Save Anna Maria Inc. 
raised similar concerns at a meeting last month at the 
library.
 “Why is it the majority of citizens don’t seem to 
care?” Wierdorn said. “They don’t come out to this 
meeting, to commission meetings. Why is this so?”
 Zaccagnino said people do turn out when a major 
issue develops.
 After the roundtable talk, the group elected Al 
Wierdorn as president, Louie Strickland as vice presi-
dent, Shirley Romberger as secretary, Mary Strickland 
as treasurer and Barbara Hines and Clare Wiedorn as 
directors.
 HBCA’s next meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, April 5, at the Island Branch Library and all are 
welcome.
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A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Barnett Blindsaarrrrnnneeettttt BBBBBlliinnnds
“Beautiful Window Treatments”

• Blinds
• Plantation Shutters
• Motorization Specialist
• Honest Personal Service

18 Years on Anna Maria Island

941.778.3526 • 941.730.0516 Keith Barnett
Owner/Operator

6630 Cortez Rd. W. • Bradenton 
795-3900 or 800-741-4390 • 9-6 Mon - Fri • 9:30-12:30 Sat
Fantasy Travel

VIKING RIVER CRUISES  
presentation  

Thursday • 4pm • Feb. 21 
 Join Dotty Tarbox from Viking River Cruises as she presents

an informative seminar on River Cruising in Europe. This is
a great way to see the sights, while only  unpacking once!

Refreshments • Cruise Specials •  Door Prizes
Please RSVP to Brittanie, 795-3900

 Watch for our Re-Grand Opening coming SOON!

Holmes Beach puts hold 
on fl oodplain permits

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Federal concerns about renovation projects and per-
mitting prompted Holmes Beach city offi cials to place 
a hold on issuing permits for work in the fl oodplain.
 The city also put a hold on what was permitted as 
remodeling of a structure on 83rd Street, according to 
building offi cial Bill Saunders, assistant superintendent 
of the city’s public works department.
 Saunders said offi cials with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency made a visit to the city recently, 
and raised concerns about the permitting for the 83rd 
Street project and the city’s rules and guidelines for 
renovations below the fl oodplain.
 “That’s why we are having our fl oodplain ordinance 
scrutinized,” Saunders said Feb. 15.
 On Feb. 12, during a meeting at city hall, city com-
missioners endorsed a review of the city’s regulations 
pertaining to construction in the fl oodplain.
 City offi cials have also put a hold on granting “any 
application, petition or request which concerns the loca-
tion, construction, reconstruction or improvement of 
buildings or structures within the fl ood hazard areas of 
the city.”
 Several contractors expressed concern that after 
many months with little work, this would not help them 
— or the Island economy.
 Specifi cally the city’s concern is with the rules for 
what are known as substantial improvements to ground-
level homes in the fl ood plain. A provision allows for 
ground-level homes to be remodeled up to 50 percent 
of the structure’s value. In the simplest form, a home 
valued at $300,000 can undergo a $150,000 renovation 
and the living space can remain at the ground level.
 FEMA raised questions about how Holmes Beach 
— as well as Manatee County and St. Petersburg — 
reviewed permit requests for such work.
 “We’ve stopped the issuance of building permits 
in the fl oodplain until we get this resolved,” Saunders 

said. “If you want to remodel, we can’t give you that 
permit until we get this new ordinance in place.”
 The review of fl oodplain regulations now sits with 
the city attorney. A recommendation from the attorney 
will next go to the city commission for review during 
a work session before a vote.
 “We’ve obtained a model fl oodplain code devel-
oped by the state and adopted by several communities,” 
said Mayor Rich Bohnenberger. “We’re reviewing that 
now and it will be adopted for our use. It’s upgrading 
the current code to meet the state model.”
 The revision to the codes likely will result in stricter 
rules in regards to the 50-percent provision, Saunders 
said.
 The revision may also enhance safety, but contrac-
tors last week expressed concern about how long the 
hold on permits may last.
 “The economy is bad around here,” said state-li-
censed contractor Darrin Wash.
 Wash doesn’t object to revising the codes and the 
adoption of a new ordinance. The existing regulations 
are open to interpretation and different from the state 
model, he noted.
 But, Wash said, he and other local contractors have 
recently started to see a rebound in the construction 
industry and a lengthy delay likely will hurt.
 “We have a lot of fi ne contracts,” Wash said. “A lot 
of jobs are coming up. And now this. So, the sooner a 
new system can be fi gured out the better.”
 Bohnenberger said the code changes should help 
Holmes Beach improve its ranking with FEMA under 
the National Flood Insurance Program, which could 
lessen that expense for property owners.
 The mayor said two city employees also have been 
certifi ed as stormwater managers and three city employ-
ees have been trained as on-site project managers in an 
effort to improve Holmes Beach’s standing.
 “We’re trying to bring this up to par,” Bohnen-
berger said.

DCA letter draws Anna Maria 
concern, but just briefl y

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 When Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford received 
a letter from the Florida Department of Community 
Affairs Feb. 1 outlining nearly a dozen “statutory pro-
hibitions” that “could have an impact on your jurisdic-
tions’ ability to adopt comprehensive plan amendments 
in the future,” she became concerned.
 After nearly fi ve years of planning and writing, the 
city’s revised comp-plan is just about ready for fi nal 
adoption. Barford became a bit concerned that at the 
last minute, the DCA had “thrown a wrench” into the 
works.
 One of the “requirements” was that the city had to 
comply with “school siting requirements,” a require-

ment that the mayor believed had been met by a letter 
and statement from facilitator Tony Arrant to the DCA 
that there were no public schools in the city.
 Immediate efforts to reach Arrant, who has guided 
the city the past fi ve years through the comp-plan revi-
sion process, were unsuccessful.
 Barford said her concerns were that the city might 
have to spend more time revising the plan to meet the 
“prohibitions that may affect adoption.”
 Upon “further review” of the DCA letter, however, 
Barford became convinced that there was no “red fl ag” 
on the city’s part because the DCA letter dealt in gen-
eralities, not specifi c elements of the plan.
 After seeing the letter, city planner Alan Garrett 
agreed. “That’s just a form letter the DCA sends,” he 
said. “There’s nothing to worry about.”
 Barford said that was a sentiment echoed by Arrant 
when she fi nally reached him.

Comp plan meeting re-scheduled
 Discussion of several remaining issues with Anna 
Maria’s revised comprehensive plan and future land-
use map was rescheduled from Feb. 12 to Thursday, 
Feb. 28, said Mayor Fran Barford.
 Facilitator Tony Arrant was unable to attend the 
Feb. 12 meeting and Barford said the issues were 
“important enough” that she believed Arrant’s input 
and advice was needed during discussions.
 “After fi ve years, I just want to make sure we get 
everything right,” she said.
 In addition, the Feb. 12 meeting agenda also 
included a presentation by Manatee County ecosystems 
director Charlie Hunsicker on the planned 2011-12 
beach renourishment project.
 As this was to have been the fi rst time city residents 
had seen actual details of the plan, Barford thought 
it wise to leave enough time available for comp-plan 

SAM to meet 
Feb. 23

 Save Anna Maria Inc. will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 23, at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The speaker will be Glen Compton of Mana-
Sota-88, an environmental legal affairs group.
 The nonprofi t grassroots group’s agenda will 
include the election of offi cers for the next year.
 At last month’s meeting, Nancy Deal was 
nominated to again serve as secretary.
 Carol Soustek was nominated to serve as 
treasurer, a post now held by Billie Martini.
 Martini has agreed to accept a nomination as 
president pro tem. 
 Jim Kissick Jr., currently the president pro 
tem, agreed to accept a nomination as vice presi-
dent pro tem.
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5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair

skin

massage

nails

make-up

     

HANDCRAFTED
LINK BRACELET

Sterling - $30
14k Gold - $118

$34*

$168*

*prices subject to change

Island Yoga Space
9805 Gulf Drive 
(2nd fl oor above Ginny's)
Anna Maria, FL
941-778-3149
www.islandyogaspace.com

Yoga • Meditation • Pilates

Call 941-779-2106

AWARD-WINNING 
IDEAS FOR 

YOUR HOME

 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
 Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
 Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

Most beautiful and 
moderately priced 
gemstone.  Coveted by 
Royalty as a symbol 
of wisdom, strength, 
and confi dence.

Amethyst February’s birthstone 
or 6th Wedding Anniversary

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

Poli-sci classes
Former U.S. Rep. 
Dan Miller talks 
about the 2008 
election during the 
University of South 
Florida Sarasota-
Manatee’s Academy 
for Lifelong Learn-
ing speaker series 
lecture Feb. 13 at the 
Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., 
Anna Maria. The 
next lecture will take 
place at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 
27, at the Studio at 
Gulf and Pine in 
Anna Maria, where 
bioethics professor 
Joe Kerata will talk 
about “The Time 
Machine.” Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

Law fi rm forces $550,000 settlement 
from Byrne, GSR targets

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Federal bankruptcy Judge K. Rodney May approved 
a $550,000 “compromise controversy” settlement Feb. 
12 in “adversarial proceedings” against GSR principal 
Robert Byrne and other “targets” involved in the GSR 
bankruptcy. 
 Included was a compensation order of 33.33 per-
cent for the Tampa law fi rm of Gray-Robinson, the 
attorneys who represented the special litigation trustee 
against Byrne and the targets, and who also represent 
the unsecured creditor’s committee.
 Attorney and Island resident John Anthony of 
Gray-Robinson PA, said the result of the settlement 
was a “goal that otherwise would not have been in the 
cards,” if the targets were not pursued through adver-
sarial proceedings in bankruptcy court. 
 Claims against GSR principal Steve Noriega and 
a man known as Thomas Coelho of Sarasota are still 
pending, Anthony said.
 He also noted that Gray-Robinson pursued the 
adversarial proceedings with “no assurances of success 
or compensation.” The case was on a contingency fee 
approved by the bankruptcy court before the proceed-
ings began.
 The $550,000 was $100,000 more than the mal-
practice insurance carried by the two “targets” in the 
case who were attorneys in their own fi rm, Anthony 
added.
 With nearly $6 million in unsecured creditor claims 
against GSR, Anthony said, “We only wish, for many 
obvious reasons, that the defendants had carried more 
insurance coverage or had more assets to support a 
larger award.” The original demand in the case was 

for $3.3 million.
 After attorney fees and other costs are deducted 
from the settlement, the remaining money will be dis-
bursed to the unsecured creditors of GSR.
  Gray-Robinson also succeeded last year in obtain-
ing a $750,000 settlement for the creditor’s committee 
from Bon Eau Enterprises LLC of Sarasota, a com-
pany that was involved in the “adversarial proceedings” 
until its settlement offer to the creditor’s committee 
was accepted by May. Of that amount, Bon Eau has 
allocated $500,000 toward payment of the professionals 
involved in the case, while $250,000 is to be divided 
among the unsecured claimants.
  Anthony said his fi rm is “proud of our work” in 
obtaining these settlements and Gray-Robinson “has 
clearly earned all that it will be paid for this representa-
tion.” No one objected to the fee payment schedule that 
was approved by May when the fi rm took on the adver-
sarial proceedings against Byrne and the “targets,” he 
noted.
 Anthony did accept that a lot of “time and money” 
was wasted in trying to sell off GSR’s real estate assets 
as a means of realizing larger share of the assets for the 
unsecured creditors. The properties were “overly lev-
eraged assets in a declining economy” and none were 
ever sold.
 “No law fi rm or court can warrant an economic 
result,” Anthony observed, “and, in many respects, 
this case as a whole has been shaped by the real estate 
market on the Island so many of us call home.”
 He cautioned that the conclusion of the adversarial 
proceedings does not affect “any future issues or events 
that are planned,” but said he could not be more specifi c 
at this time.

And some GSR creditors denied claims
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Nearly $6 million in unsecured claims against 
bankrupt GSR Development LLC have been denied 
by the federal bankruptcy court.
 In a series of rulings in early February, the court 
upheld GSR’s objections to those claims on the basis 
that the claimants had not responded to GSR’s objec-
tions by the court-imposed deadline.
 Locally, the creditors whose claims were tossed 
aside include Lapensee Plumbing, Island Lumber, 
Crowder Brothers Hardware, the Bradenton law fi rm 
of Kirk Pinkerton P.A., and Bruce and Carole Douglas 
of northwest Bradenton. The Douglas claim was for 

$200,000, while Kirk-Pinkerton had $13,500 in legal 
fees owed it by GSR.
 Efforts to determine how a law fi rm with the repu-
tation and expertise of Kirk-Pinkerton would miss a 
deadline regarding $13,500 in fees were unsuccessful.
 Attorneys Mark Barnebey and Scott Rudacille of 
Kirk-Pinkerton indicated they would have the fi rm’s 
attorney who handles GSR issue a statement, but no 
response was received prior to press deadline.
The fi rm represented GSR during its site-plan dispute 
with Anna Maria in 2002-03.
 The total amount of unsecured claims in the GSR 
bankruptcy at one time was more than $4.6 million, 
although Island businessman Kent Davis, with $600,000 
in claims, was able to recover all but $135,000 through 
legal actions separate from the bankruptcy.
 Davis, along with Island residents Mel and 
Carol Yudofsky, have forced Byrne into involun-
tary bankruptcy in an effort to recover more of their 
investments with GSR. The Yudofskys have approx-
imately $385,000 invested with the now bankrupt 
company.

Tingley to host sale
 Tingley Memorial Library, 111 Second St. N., 
Bradenton Beach, will host its annual book sale 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23.
 For more information, including details on 
donating books, call 941-779-1208.
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CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

Tired of Living with Pain?
Acupuncture Can Help! 

Free Acupuncture 
Demonstration

Friday • Feb 22 • 12pm 
at Body and Sol

9805 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
Call to RSVP, 773- 6134

Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM

Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Just in:
Mixon Farms 
Citrus & Juice

• Full-Service Garden Center 
• Yard Maintenance • Pool Maintenance 
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Mulch, Shell, Rock Delivered and Spread

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

White Elephant Sale
9-1 • Sat. Feb. 23

at the

Church of the Annunciation
4408 GULF DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH

Housewares, jewelry, books, videos, 
collectibles, baked goods and our 

famous pickles.

The Bradenton Opera Guild
of the Sarasota Opera presents 

the 20th Anniversary Apprentice Concert

“Stars of Tomorrow” 
2-4pm • Sunday • Feb. 24 
at Bayshore High School, 

5401 34th St. W., Bradenton 
Tickets $12.50, includes reception 

For information call, 941-720-3840

Obituaries

Eddie Hatcher
 Eddie Hatcher, 58, of Cortez, died Feb. 12.
 Born in Ronceverte, W.Va., Mr. Hatcher moved to 
Manatee County from Logan, W. Va. He was a bridge-
tender. 
 No services are planned. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Tidewell Hospice and Palliative Care, 
5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota FL 34238. Brown and Sons 
Funeral Home, 43rd Street Chapel, was in charge of 
arrangements. 
 He is survived by sons Jed of St. Petersburg and 
Shane of Virginia Beach, Va.; and sister Kim Robinson 
and husband David of Huntington, W.Va.;

Anna Marian Jackson
 Anna Marian Jackson, 79, formerly of Holmes 
Beach, died Feb. 5 in Whittier, N.C. 
 Mrs. Jackson and her late husband Johnny Jackson 

Sr. were owners for many 
years of Jackson Plumbing 
on Anna Maria Island. She 
was involved with the the 
former Womens Auxiliary 
of the P.H.C.C. of Florida 
and its national association, 
4-H and Sunshine Express 
Cloggers of Bradenton.
 Memorial services 
were Feb. 9 at the Bryson 
City Presbyterian Church in 
North Carolina, where she 

was a member. Memory contributions can be made to 
Whittier Community Club, P.O. Box 1237, Whittier NC 
28789, or Ruby DeHart Fund Presbyterian Church, P.O. 
Box 549, Bryson City NC 28713.
 She is survived by children Yvonne Shower of 
Lakeland, Fla., Johnice Weingart of Richmond, Va., 
Jackie Walker of Columbia, S.C., George Jackson of 
Granby, Colo., and John Jackson of Bradenton; 12 
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; brother Billy 
Barton of Detroit, Mich.; and sister Wanda Sabattini 
of Sarasota.

Anna Jackson

Samuel E. Kilby
 Samuel E. Kilby, 82, of Holmes Beach and Bra-
denton, died Feb. 11.
 Mr. Kilby moved to Holmes Beach from Texas in 
1965. He retired from Amax Chemical, formerly Borden 
Chemical, in 1989. He was a graduate of Louisiana 
High School and attended Kansas State University. He 
served in the U.S. Army in the European Theater during 
World War II. He was a member of the Anna Maria 
Island Rotary Club. 
 Memorial services were Feb. 16 at Griffi th-Cline 
Funeral Home, Bradenton. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group at 
Summerfi eld Assisted Living Residence, 3409 26th St. 
W., Bradenton FL 34205. 
 He is survived by wife Carol; stepson Steven L. 
Bower and wife Teri of Bradenton; step-grandchildren 

Stephanie, Dylan and Paige; sister Betty Reed of Lou-
isiana, Mo.; and nephew Gregg Reed of Carrolton, 
Mo. 

Rich Smith
Rich Smith, 32, formerly of Holmes Beach, died 

Jan 28.
 Born in Sanford, Maine, Mr. Smith was a former 
Holmes Beach city employee. He grew up on the Island 
and moved to Bradenton in 1994. He was a 1993 gradu-
ate of Manatee High School. 
 Memorial services were Feb. 2. 
 He is survived by wife Anji; children Taylor, Caleb 
and Aeryell; parents Steven and Sandy; sister Pat and 
her children Ashley and Aaron; grandfather Gerald 
McCoy of Waterboro, Maine; and many uncles, aunts 
and cousins.

Carrie Ethel Spencer 
 Carrie Ethel Spencer, 100, of Anna Maria City, died 
Feb. 11.
 Born in Alto Pass, Ill., Mrs. Spencer moved to Anna 
Maria Island in 1972. She was a homemaker. She was a 
graduate of Lindenwood College, St. Charles, Mo., in 
1927. She was a member of First Presbyterian Church 
in Nebraska City, Mo., and Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church, Anna Maria, where she served as a 
deacon. She was well known for collecting shells and 
creating shell art for sales at the church, and for 30 
years of making quilts and embroidered layette sets for 
the church to distribute to migrant workers and unwed 
mothers. She was also a member of Anna Maria Island 
Turtle Watch. 
 A memorial service will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 22, at Roser Memorial Church, 501 Pine Ave., 
Anna Maria.
 She is survived by daughters Shirley Ann Strickler 
and husband Bill of Hot Springs, Ark., Jane Koester 
and husband Don of Sun City Center, Fla., and Joan 
Slaughter and husband Rudie of Cape Girardeau, Mo.; 
grandsons Gary Strickler and wife Shari, Gilbert of 
Arizona, Scott Strickler and wife Ellen of Abilene, 
Texas, Stephen Koester and wife Sherri Cary of North 
Carolina, Eric Strickler and wife Beth of Wichita, 
Kan., Mark Koester of Chittenango, N.Y., and Lucas 
McWilliams of Cape Girardeau; three granddaughters; 
12 great-grandsons; 15 great-grand-daughters; and six 
great-great grandchildren.
 She was preceded in death by her par-
ents,  her husband, and grandsons Michael 
Strickler, Kevin Strickler and Edward Hood.

Wallace L. Storey Jr.
 Wallace L. Storey Jr., 49, of Alden, N.C., and for-
merly of Anna Maria City, died Feb. 3.
 Mr. Storey was an employee of Lowes in Alden. 
He was a graduate of the University of South Florida, 
Tampa. 
 Private memorial services will be at Roser Memo-

rial Community Church, Anna Maria City, at a later 
date.
 He is survived by Patricia B. of Bradenton; and 
brother John P. and wife Robin of Washington, D.C.

Kenny Wiley
 Kenny Wiley, 78, of 
Bradenton and formerly 
Bradenton Beach, died Feb. 
13. 
 From Millville, Ohio, 
Mr. Wiley moved to Anna 
Maria Island in 1975. He 
owned and operated the 
Wiley Hotel on Eighth 
Street in Bradenton Beach. 
He was a member of the 
Moose Lodge and Elks 
Lodge. He worked as a 

greenskeeper at the Manatee County Golf Course, and 
was a member of the Anna Maria Island Privateers.  

Kenny Wiley

St. B’s special batter
Alan Webster ladles pancake batter on the griddle 
during a recent pancake breakfast at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach. The next breakfast will take place from 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 24. For more information, 
call 941-778-4769. Generally, the breakfasts take 
place every other week during the winter season. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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778-2882 or 387-0607
*CONSUMER HOTLINE 

1-888-559-9689 ext 8601  

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Tile and Grout Color, 

Cleaning and Stain Control!

i [ r w
Larry & Nancy House, owners

www.ethicalservices.com
www.FatCatCarpetCleaning.com

If your tile and 
grout is dirty.

Call Fat Cat, he’ll 
make it purr-ty!

25% off
Tile and Grout

Cleaning and Sealing
now thru Feb 29

The Islander
Ooh La La!

4301 32nd Street West  Suite A11  Bradenton

CGC 059181  941-751-1727  CCC 057330

REMODELING?

Call or visit today, even if you are only 
thinking about improving or building your 

dream home. And remember … never a 
charge for design and budget consultations.

 NEW HOMES
 ADDITIONS

 DESIGN SERVICE
 COMMERCIAL

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Key Royale 
women rally 
for cure
Mary Selby and 
Lois Finley par-
ticipate in a raffl e 
during the pink-
inspired Rally for 
the Cure event 
Feb. 12 at the 
Key Royale Club. 
The event — a 
morning of golf, 
an auction and 
raffl e and a lunch 
— raised money 
for the Susan G. 
Komen Breast 
Cancer Founda-
tion. Islander 
Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

The winning team with a low net score of 126 for the 
nine-hole Rally for the Cure Tournament consisted of 
Lois Finley, Peggy Erickson, Mary Selby and Joyce 
Keith. The event at the Key Royale Club Feb. 12 raised 
more than $3,000 for the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation.  Islander Photo: Duke Miller

St. Pat’s celebration 
scheduled March 17

 Planning for the annual St. Patrick’s Day breakfast 
is in the hands of two annual committee members and 
one honorary “Irishman.”
 The late Don Maloney, a former Holmes Beach city 
commissioner and an enthusiastic Irishman, originated 
and chaired the event in the past. Maloney died last 
September after many battles with cancer.
 His wife, Sarah Maloney, and Cele VanWinkle 
committed to carry on with the event with the help 
of The Islander publisher Bonner Joy, also a previous 
“Irishman of the Year.”
 The March 17 event sells out far in advance each 
year, and the committee promises this year will be no 
exception. Only paid reservations will be admitted to 
the 9:30 a.m. breakfast at the Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf 
Drive, Bradenton Beach. 
 Tickets at $7.50 are available through Sarah Malo-
ney by calling 941-778-4865. Thanks to “generous pric-
ing” by the Moose Lodge, proceeds go to Our Daily 
Bread, a volunteer organization to help the homeless. 
 As in the past, the Irishman of the Year will be 
named at the breakfast, Irish songs will be sung, Irish 
stories told, and the Island’s Ceili Dancers will per-
form.
 Also, there will be enough Irish blarney to last until 
another St. Pat’s day rolls around. 

Trio tunes up for 
therapy program

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Herb Harris Trio — currently consisting of 
drummer Harris, pianist Michael Royal and bassist 
John Lamb — will perform at 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 24, 
at the Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria.
 The performance will benefi t the therapy program 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 Royal and Harris have played together for sev-
eral years. Lamb performed as a member of the trio 
a number of years ago and returned to the group last 
year.
 The Islander recently put some questions to 
Harris…
 The Islander: Why did you agree to do the benefi t 
for the Anna Maria Island Community Center’s therapy 
program?
 Herb Harris: I met Rhea Chiles about two months 
ago in her Studio. … We connected. A few days later, 
in discussing her desire to embrace many of the arts 
at her Studio, we decided to present my trio in a jazz 
program. In the interest of brevity, let me say that the 
concert on Dec. 27 was very successful, whereupon 
we decided on a series. In addition, I contribute to the 
Center’s fund for activities.
 The Islander: How many tunes does the trio have 
in its repertoire?
 HH: Off the top, 100? Or more.
 The Islander: Do you plan out a performance 
before you arrive? Or do you improvise?
 HH: If in a concert format, I plan it. In restaurants 
or the like, we play it as it goes. 
 The Islander: What can those who attend the Studio 

event expect?
 HH: Music of the highest order, within the true jazz 
vein, played by musicians with a rich background in 
not only jazz, but also classical and theater music.
 The Islander: There’s a lot of jazz performed on 
the Island. That surprised me. I’m from Chicago and I 
bring my preconceived ideas along of Island music — 
it’s not jazz. Why does this type of music fi nd such an 
audience here?
 HH: There is, to an extent, varied music presented 
on the Island. Many people like great jazz performed 
by “top” musicians. We offer that. By the way, in the 
mid-1930s, I spent two years in Chicago as a young 
jazz drummer.  I know the scene there as well as that in 
my hometown, New York. And, incidentally, our bass 
player played with Duke Ellington for 10 years.
 The Islander: What kind of folks make up your fol-
lowing?
 HH: Jazz fans, people who have heard about the 
quality of the music and want to hear us, people who 
know us personally, etc.
 The Islander: Do you have a favorite tune for the 
band to play?
 HH:  We have many favorites, but my usual sign 
off tune is one of my favorites — “Lush Life” by Billy 
Strayhorn.

Chapel hosts fi nance 
workshop

 The Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, will host a fi nancial 
planning workshop at noon Wednesday, Feb. 27.
 A number of speakers will talk about fi nancial 
planning issues, including health care, charitable 
trusts, wills and estate planning.
 The chapel also will host a fashion show at 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 20, and a relationship semi-
nar at 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 24.
 For more information, call the chapel at 941-
383-6491 or go to www.islandchapel.com.

Church hosts sale
 The women of the Episcopal Church of the Annun-
ciation will host their annual White Elephant Sale from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23.
 This year organizers are promising a larger than 
ever assortment of collectibles, jewelry, toys, games, 
books and housewares at the sale, 4408 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 Shoppers also will fi nd the church’s famous home-
made pickles, jams and jellies and baked goods.



 14  FEB. 20, 2008  THE ISLANDER

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

   

Portraits by the Sea
Anyone can take 

a picture. 
A professional 

creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

When’s the last time 
you tasted coffee 

in an old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

Supporters 
wish for 
garden 

blossoms
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Stephanie Heard wandered through the arts show in 
Holmes Beach Feb. 16 looking for something to dress 
up her Florida room.
 Then Heard wandered over to the Anna Maria 
Island Butterfl y Park, the garden to benefi t from the 
show, and made a wish that it soon will get dressed 
up.
 “Springtime is around the corner,” said the patron 
of the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Arts and Crafts 
Show, which took place over two days in the fi eld north 
of city hall.
 Heard has lived in Bradenton for eight years, but 
she said she remains stuck in northern ways, includ-
ing thinking of the dead winters and a rebirth in the 
spring.
 “I hope we see the butterfl y garden blossom into 
something beautiful this spring,” Heard said.
 Others at the arts and crafts show shared Heard’s 
sentiment.
 “I love the idea of the garden,” said Betty Pelton 
of Longboat Key. “It’s something to delight old and 
young.”
 The arts and crafts show took place about 140 
paces from the garden, which is sponsored by the North 
American Butterfl y Association Manasota Chapter, and 
has taken root to the south of city hall. 
 The garden was designated in 1999 for the city hall 
site. The garden work began in January 2000 and the 
garden offi cially opened later that year when the fi rst 
order of personalized bricks arrived.
 A variety of plants to attract butterflies have 
matured in the space and so have other elements. Over 
the years, the bricked areas expanded, benches and art 
works were installed and a water fountain added.
 At times, skippers, swallowtails, monarchs, zebra 
longwings and sleepy oranges can be observed.
 But some confl ict apparently was cocooned.
 The butterfl y group had long wanted to remove two 
fi cus trees on the property because the trees created too 
much undesirable shade, but especially because of the 
tangle of above-ground roots that pushed up recently 
laid bricks and threatened walkers’ safety.
 Last summer the city hired a company to trim the 
trees, a job that the butterfl y group said left the garden 
damaged, specifi cally some memorial bricks in the 
nearby patio.
 The chapter’s Nancy Ambrose, also an employee 
with The Islander, and her husband took up the bricks 
and, after some tense communications, Holmes Beach 
Mayor Rich Bohnenberger ordered the ficus trees 
removed.
 The chapter and city offi cials must next discuss 

Bonus for 
butterfl ies
Deb Nolan works 
behind her booth, 
Red Fox Lodge, 
at the Anna Maria 
Island Butterfl y Arts 
and Crafts Show 
Feb. 16 at Holmes 
Beach City Hall 
fi eld, 5801 Marina 
Drive. Proceeds 
from the benefi t will 
go toward improve-
ments to the Anna 
Maria Island But 
terfl y Park next 
to Holmes Beach 
City Hall. Islander 
Photos: Lisa Neff

Nancy 
and David 
Ambrose 
raise heli-
um-fi lled 
butterfl y 
balloons 
to attract 
attention to 
a booth at 
the Anna 
Maria 
Island But-
terfl y Arts 
and Crafts 
Show Feb. 
16

how to improve the garden.
 Bohnenberger said last week that he was eager to 
see improvements.
 So is Ambrose, who recently organized the But-
terfl y Bash dinner at St. Bernard Catholic Church in 
Holmes Beach to raise more than $5,000 for the park.
 “The community really came out and supported 
the event by donating things for the bash and the silent 
and live auctions and by coming to the sold-out event 
and bidding,” Ambrose said. “I owe so many people a 
huge thank you. The community was incredible.”
 Last weekend’s arts and crafts show was expected 
to raise money for the park, as well as an arts and crafts 
show scheduled to place at Coquina Beach Gulfside 
April 5 and April 6.
 Ambrose added that the garden’s supporters are 
conducting two additional fundraisers. The fi rst is a 
raffl e later this year for a deluxe fi ve-night trip to the 
beach — in partnership with Tidemark Resorts. The 
second is the sale of more personalized bricks — priced 
at $40-$50.
 “With all the things we are doing, we hope to raise 

$15,000,” Ambrose said, adding that additional funds 
already are on deposit.
 The money will be used to build a gazebo and to 
redo the garden, which, due to the removal of the brick 
path and the fi cus trees, has been closed. 
 “We are working on new plans for the garden so 
that when it is redone, it will be an even more inviting 
garden for the community and our visitors,” Ambrose 
said.
 Ambrose said remaining work includes the removal 
of the remnants of the ficus trees — the roots and 
stumps, as well as weeding, replacing plants and return-
ing the memorial bricks.
 “Mayor Bohnenberger mentioned in November that 
he would like to see the personalized bricks in the side-
walk instead of the patio area and that is something we 
are considering at this point. We are going to be getting 
bids for the brick work,” Ambrose said.
 The mayor said he expected Ambrose to pursue 
her vision and that of the chapter for the garden. And 
Holmes Beach Commissioner David Zaccagnino, who 

PLEASE SEE BUTTERFLY, NEXT PAGE
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Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 10am

Children’s Church School: 9am
Youth Church School: 9am

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays 7:30, 9 & 11am

Children’s Sunday School 9am
Rector’s Class 10:15am

Thursday 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church School

Wednesdays 6:15pm – Soup Supper
Wednesdays 7pm – Worship

08 Marina D660
Holmes BeacH

778-1817Celebrate with us.

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Free wireless Internet at The Islander!

Enjoy the Web on us when you visit 

The Islander or Ooh La La! Bistro

Password: The Islander

“End Transmission.”

serves as a liaison to the city’s parks and beautifi ca-
tion committee, is also helping Ambrose achieve her 
vision.
 “We are moving forward with his help and hope 
everyone will be happy with the end result,” Ambrose 
said.
 “I should think the city would be happy that we are 
raising all the funds and working to beautify the area 
since Amendment 1 means they will have less funds 
to give to things like landscaping and beautifi cation,” 
she added, referring to the property tax reform measure 
passed by voters on Jan. 29.
 During the arts and crafts show, browsers stopped 
by the butterfly group’s booth to inquire about the 
garden and bricks — and to see live monarchs.
 Browsers also walked through the fi eld, stopping 
at booths where vendors sold jewelry, hand-crafted 
games, textiles, paintings, photographs and other arts 
and crafts.
 At the booth for Creative Crafthouse, customers 
played with wooden games and puzzles. “Takes more 
skill than Nintendo,” Anna Maria resident Howard 
Tibido said as he attempted a puzzle similar to the 
Rubik’s Cube. He left, having purchased the brainteaser 
for his granddaughter.
 And perhaps, Tibido said, he may bring her to the 
garden to help as a volunteer.
 “We will need volunteers in the months to come 
to help plant and do other things, but that is down the 
road,” Ambrose said. “We have to raise the funds fi rst 
and get the garden ready to be redone.”
 In the meantime, the group is rallying volun-
teers for other work — to sell raffle tickets and 
staff booths at the upcoming arts and crafts show 
in Bradenton Beach.

AME MeNU
Monday, Feb. 25

Breakfast: Burrito, Cereal, Toast, Peanut Butter 
and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Breaded Chicken on a Bun or “Bosco” 
Sticks with Marinara Sauce, Chips, Green Beans, 

Oranges
Tuesday, Feb. 26

Breakfast: Sausage and Egg Biscuit, Cereal, 
Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Macaroni and Cheese or Fish Nuggets, 
Broccoli, Roll, Applesauce

Wednesday, Feb. 27
Breakfast:  “Jump Start” box selections, Super 

Donut, Toast, Cereal
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets, Assorted Salads and 
Sandwiches, Veggies with Dip, Fruit Cocktail, 

Chocolate Chip Chortles
Thursday, Feb. 28

Breakfast: Muffi ns, Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Hoagie or Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 
Noodle Soup, Cucumber Coins with Dip, Straw-

berries and Bananas, Cupcakes
Friday, Feb. 29

Breakfast: Pancakes with Syrup, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Pizza or Grilled Chicken on a Bun, Salad, 
Corn, Melon Cup, Tangerines��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

Butterfl y park fl ourishes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Slinky skink
Anna Maria Elementary students were visited by this prehensile-tailed skink during a presentation at the school 
by the Lowry Park Zoo. Students learned the characteristics of reptiles during the presentation, including that 
this tree dwelling vegetarian from the Solomon Islands is the third largest type of skink in the world. The skink 
pictured is “full size.” Islander Photos: Diana Bogan Pet rock?

A visitor from the Lowry Park Zoo’s education out-
reach program introduced Anna Maria Elementary 
School students to “Allegro” the armadillo. Unlike 
those found in Florida, South American armadillos 
such as Allegro can roll into a ball. Students also 
learned the nocturnal animal only likes to eat bugs. 
Other rainforest creatures that visited AME were a 
Conroy parrot and a porcupine.

Show and taste
Siblings William and Henrik Brusso and mom, Else 
Hellem-Brusso, dine on the seafood dinner Moore’s 
Stone Crab restaurant of Longboat Key served Jan. 
15 during the monthly Anna Maria Elementary 
School PTO dinner. Islander Photos: Nancy Ambrose

Third-, fourth- and fi fth-grade students enjoy the 
applause at the end of the Anna Maria Elementary 
talent show that followed the PTO dinner Jan. 15 at 
the school.
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The 2008 Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival theme 
of “Networking” was accented by a display of com-
mercial fi shing nets in the old Fulford Fish House, a 
quiet, cool place where Cortez oldtimers like to spend 
their time, whittling, weaving nets and telling tales, 
even when the fi sh are being processed. Islander 
Photos: Bonner Joy

Nancy and Mike Deal of Holmes Beach fi t right into the scene of 
festival arts and crafts on the street in the village of Cortez.

Eric von Hahmann — Cortez reared and rockin’ — entertains at the old 
community center, now the focus of a boat building program, but the 
center of much activity for the festival.

Marguerite Carrick hoists a plate of fresh-shucked oysters as server/festival volunteer Savannah 
Bell looks on.
 

The “community dock” played its role in the festival, welcoming guests to linger in Cortez and providing an 
exceptional view of the bay and beyond.

Hundreds — thousands in two days — of folks are entertained at the festival that cel-
ebrates Cortez, its music, arts, history, fi shing tradition and the future.

Cortez Fest highlights ‘Networking’
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet includes 

dessert  $9.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mark Cravens

Wed. - Larry Rich
Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two 

Salad, entrée, dessert 
and a select bottle of 

red or white wine.
Mon-Thurs., excludes holidays. 

Expires 3/04/0804/08

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-8pm Mon.-Sat.

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332www.jackelka.com

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 No reports.

Bradenton Beach
 Feb. 2, 700 block Gulf Drive, warrant. Offi cers 
responded to a suspicious person call and, after inves-
tigation, determined the driver had an outstanding war-
rant. He was arrested. 
 Feb. 8, Bridge Street and Church Avenue, criminal 
mischief. The complainant said that someone broke the 
window of her pickup truck.
 Feb. 10, 2501 Gulf Drive, Sharkey’s, criminal 
mischief. Offi cers were called to escort an allegedly 
intoxicated patron from the establishment. The man 
left the restaurant. 

Holmes Beach
 Feb. 8, 5100 Gulf Drive, driver’s license. Offi cers 
stopped a motorcyclist without proper eye protection 
and, after a record check, determined he did not have a 
valid driver’s license and had an outstanding warrant. 
He was arrested. 
 Feb. 9, 6600 block Holmes Boulevard, burglary. 
The complainant said someone took fi ve televisions 
from her home, with a total value of approximately 
$1,500. 
 Feb. 9, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
driver’s license. Offi cers noted a vehicle with loud 
music coming from its stereo system and, after stop-
ping the vehicle and running a record check, noted that 
the driver had an outstanding warrant for his arrest and 
did not have a valid driver’s license. He was arrested.  
 Feb. 9, 100 block 78th Street, burglary. The com-
plainant said that someone took a television and DVD 
player from his rental property, with a total value of 
$250. 
 Feb. 10, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Offi cers issued a trespass warning to a man 
described as intoxicated, according to the report. 
 Feb. 11, 200 block 44th Street, burglary of vehicle. 
The complainant said someone took his wallet from his 
vehicle. Missing were credit cards, personal items and 
$50.
 Feb. 12, 5400 Marina Drive, loitering, obstruction. 
Offi cers observed a woman attempting to remove a 
bicycle from a rack, with another woman in a car parked 
next to the rack. Offi cers confronted the woman by the 
bike; the other woman in the car got out and walked 
away. She returned to the scene as requested by offi cers, 
but another passenger in the car ran from the vehicle 
and jumped into the water and began swimming out 

into Anna Maria Sound. Fire/rescue boats were called 
to the scene, but the man was not located.
 Feb. 13, 400 block 76th Street, animal. Offi cers 
responded to reports of a dog at large. Animal control 
was contacted, as was the dog’s owner, who secured 
the animal. Code enforcement was later contacted to 
deal with the matter. 
 Feb. 13, 700 block Key Royale Drive, assist. Offi -
cers responded to a call of a boat which broke moor-
ings and crashed into a dock. Marine units towed the 
damaged boat to a city dock.

Streetlife Pair faces charges 
of gillnetting

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 Valentine’s Day was decidedly unromantic 
for Darling and Truelove, who ended up with 
felony fi shing charges. 
 Roger Darling, 37, and Cecil Truelove, 31, 
both of Bradenton, were accused of catching 
fi sh illegally with a 700-yard gill net in the 
Manatee River about 4 a.m. Valentine’s Day, 
with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission offi cers as an audience, the offi -
cers said. 
 The two were freed on $1,250 and $1,240 
bonds, respectively, charged with felony use 
of gillnetting in state waters and misdemeanor 
charges of failing to take the net directly from 
state to federal waters. The felony charges carry 
fi nes of up to $5,000 each, misdemeanors $500 
each, plus possible suspension of commercial 
fi shing licenses. 
 Catching fi sh with gill nets in state waters 
has been outlawed since 1995, though such 
fi shing is legal in federal waters nine miles 
offshore. 
 In the net when they stopped Darling 
and Truelove in the Manatee River near the 
CSX train track, said FWC officers Grant 
Burton and Louis Hinds, were 500 pounds 
of ladyfish and a few pompano. The catch 
was sold by the commission for 50 cents a 
pound, the money to be turned over to the 
fishermen if they are found not guilty of the 
charges, or be used for law enforcement if 
guilty. 
 It is rare for offi cers to catch suspects with 
a gill net in the water, FWC said, for it takes 
fishermen less than half an hour to set and 
retrieve a net. 

Women’s group to host crime talk
 The REAL Women’s Ministry of Crosspointe Fel-
lowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, will host a 
talk on crime prevention.
 The program, presented by Metro Crime Preven-
tion of Florida, will take place at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 23.
 For more information, call Kay McConnell at 941-
778-7845.

Crosspointe to honor musicians
 Crosspointe Fellowship will honor its organist and 
pianist at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 24, at the church, 8605 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Together Ardith Huffman and Cecelia Meena have 
dedicated more than 40 years to the church.
 The celebration will consist of worship in the sanc-
tuary at 6:30 p.m., followed by a reception with cake 
and coffee at 7:30 p.m.
 For more information, call the church at 941-778-
0719.

Chamber to present fashion show
 The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce will 
present “Leap into Fashion” at the Bradenton Country 
Club Feb. 29.
 The event, from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., will feature 
lunch, jazz music and fashion from Dillard’s.
 Proceeds will go to the chamber’s scholarship fund 
and also support the visitor’s center operations.
 For more information and tickets, call the chamber 
at 941-778-1541. 

Winter card party at St. Bernard
 The St. Bernard Catholic Church CCW’s Annual 
Winter Card Party will be at 1 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28, 
at the church, 248 S. Harbor Drive.
 The event will feature cards, games and desserts.
 Admission is a $10 donation. 
 For more information and tickets, call the church 
office at 941-778-4769 or Marg Riley at 941-792-
0311.

Players to perform benefi t show
 Island Players will raise money for the American 
Cancer Society with a benefi t performance of “Born 
Yesterday” at 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 11.
 The event will take place at the Island Players The-
ater, 10009 Gulf Drive.
 Tickets are a $15 donation to the American Cancer 
Society.
 The event is sponsored by The Islander.
 Tickets are available at The Islander offi ce, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or by calling organizer 
Nancy Ambrose at 941-518-4431. Tickets will not be 
available at the box offi ce.
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria 
Island

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-94044528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404

C8

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Fri, Feb. 22 ~ Michael MacFri, Feb. 22 ~ Michael Mac

Sat, Feb. 23 ~ Natural VIbesSat, Feb. 23 ~ Natural VIbes
Sun, Feb. 24 ~ Doc & Sun, Feb. 24 ~ Doc & BCBC

June 15 Eclipse
June 23 Natural 

Vibes

Tues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pmTues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pm
Fri    11:30am-midnightFri    11:30am-midnight
Sat      noon-midnightSat      noon-midnight
Sun    noon-8:00pmSun    noon-8:00pm

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply PutSimply Put
• Customized and      
   rejuvenated furniture
• Unique gifts  
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques 
• Collectibles 

Artisan Artisan 

GalleryGallery

Outdoor Art & 
Antique Fair
8am - 3pm, 

Sat, Jan. 19

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern
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LEX-SEA

www.annamariaislandsailing.com
SAILING–2 hours to 2 weeksSAILING–2 hours to 2 weeks

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

Reservations 713-8000 
or 761-4779

Dolphin Sails, 
Sunset Sails, 
Egmont Key

Key West & Beyond

C8

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”

EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE REGGAE 
TUNESTUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

B5

Great Great 
FoodFood

Stellar Stellar 
ServiceService

Unique Unique 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Signature Signature 
EventsEvents

111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach • Anna Maria Island 

941-782-1122 
Visit our new Web site!  www.thesunhouserestaurant.com

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

SIMPLY A BETTER WAY TO OWN THE
VERY BEST OF ANNA MARIA ISLAND.

RESERVE NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
LIMITED PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!
TOLL FREE 866.778.8433

B3
B4

B4

B4

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach • Open Daily 4-10:30 
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

Great Food with an Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Live Music 
Friday & Saturday 

HALF-OFF 
ENTRÉE 

with this ad and the purchase of a 
regular priced entrée and any 

two beverages. 
Excludes holidays and special events. 

Expires 02/06/08. 

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

2 FREE 
GLASSES OF WINE 

with this ad and the purchase of 2 
entrees at regular price. 

Excludes holidays and special events. 
Expires 02/06/08.Early Bird Special

Daily 4-6pm

Yolo Parasailing 
& Island Adventure Cruises

Parasailing – home of the smiley face parachute 
Dolphin & Sightseeing Cruises

$5 off any parasailing 
or adventure cruise 
with coupon 

Est. in 1987 

4334 127th ST. W. Cortez Rd. • Cortez 
PAPO Certifi ed and PAPO Certifi ed and 
InsuredInsured  
USCGUSCG Licensed Licensed 941-792-6000941-792-6000

‘I recommend The Islander’‘I recommend The Islander’

SINCE 1992
Web site: www.islander.org

Well, almost everyone … Anna Maria Island’s longest-
running, most award-winning newspaper ever is favored 

by Islanders and visitors at newsstands and by mail-order 
subscribers. And Baby Evan Talucci of Holmes Beach 
highly recommends reading The Islander every week.

Everyone loves it! Everyone reads it!
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 2-26-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon 10-5 • Tues-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

St. Bernard Pancake 
Breakfast and Bake Sale

Sunday • February 24 • 8-11:30 am 
Adults $5 Children under 12 $1 

INCLUDES: 
Sausage, OJ, Coffee or Milk and 

All-You-Care-to-Eat Pancakes
Church Activity Center 

 43rd Street, Holmes Beach 

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
MON MON ~ 8 piece Dixieland Jazz Band 7pm

TUE TUE ~ The Wheedles Band 8pm

WEDWED ~ Smooth Jazz - Project SRQ 8pm

THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, Bangers 

and Mash,  Live Irish music 7pm

FRI FRI ~ Gulf Drive 6-8pm

     FRI      FRI ~ Tsunami Karaoke 8:30pm

SAT SAT ~ Acoustic Duo - Hammers & Adams7pm

7am-7:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • dinner
12507 Cortez Road

 at the Cortez Fishing Center
(941)  795-4847

Prime Rib
Thursdays! 

2-7:30pm
$7.99

Sauteed Dishes $7.99
daily 2-7:30pm

All with soup or salad,
potato and vegetable

• Grouper, Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

with soup or salad, 
potato and vegetable

Pot Roast Sundays
11am-7:30pm

$6.99

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad – for as little as $12!

Wednesday, Feb. 20
2 p.m. — Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat 

Key, hosts a fashion show. Information: 941-383-6491.

Thursday, Feb. 21
Noon — The Anna Maria Island Historical Society annual members 

luncheon takes place at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., 
Bradenton Beach. 
 6 p.m. — The Island Garden Club of Anna Maria hosts a potluck supper 
at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-3580.

Friday, Feb. 22
 Noon — Tricia Graziano hosts a free acupuncture demonstration at 
Body and Sol, 9805 Gulf Drive, second fl oor, Anna Maria. Information: 941-
773-6134.
 8 p.m. — Neel Performing Arts Center, 5820 26th St. W., Bradenton, 
hosts a performance of “Masterworks” by the Florida West Coast Symphony. 
Information: 941-3434.

Saturday, Feb. 23
 7 a.m. — Runners gather for the Falcon 5K Run to benefi t Saint Ste-
phens’ Episcopal School. The race begins at 8 a.m. at the school, 3900 
block of Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton. Information: 941-746-2121, ext. 
121.
 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. — The Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association 
hosts the Anna Maria Island Farmers Market on Bridge Street in Bradenton 
Beach.
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 
meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The speaker 
will be Cindi Harrison of Anna Maria Elementary School. Information: 941-
795-8697.
 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. — The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts a “White Elephant Sale.” Information: 941-
778-3457.
 9:30 a.m. — The REAL Women’s Ministry of CrossPointe Fellowship, 
8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts a discussion on “Crime Prevention 
and Safety Workshop” presented by Metro Crime Prevention of Florida. 
Information: 941-778-7845.
 10:30 a.m. — Save Anna Maria Inc. meets at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Tingley Memorial Library, 111 Second St. N., 
Bradenton Beach, hosts its annual book sale. Information: 941-779-1208.
 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. — The Longboat Key Club Harbourside is the site of 
the En Plein Aire Affair benefi ting the Longboat Key Center for the Arts. The 
event focuses on fi ve artists: Sue Lynn Cotton, Jack Nolan, Herbie Rose, 
Ken Snyder and Doug Teller. Information: 941-383-2345.
 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Center holds “An Affaire 

Event notices
 Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. 
Please include time, date and location of the event, 
as well as a contact name, phone number and e-mail 
address. The deadline for submissions is at least one 
week prior to the desired Wednesday publication date. 
Remember, the sooner you submit your notice, the 
sooner The Islander can announce the event.

Writer’s workshop
Writers Andrew Clyde Little and Tom Henighan will 
discuss creative writing in a three-hour workshop 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. The program will take 
place at 9 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 28. Fee. Information 
and reservations: 941-778-1908.
to Remember” at the Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 
941-778-1908.

Sunday, Feb. 24
8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 

Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast. Information: 941-778-4769.
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. — Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 

Longboat Key, hosts a relationship seminar. Information and registration: 
941-383-6491.

5 p.m. — The Herb Harris Jazz Trio performs at the Studio at Gulf and 
Pine in Anna Maria to raise money for the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center’s therapy program. Suggested donation.

6:30 p.m. — Crosspointe Fellowship honors its musicians Ardith Huff-
man and Cecelia Meena with a service and reception at the church, 8605 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-0719.

Monday, Feb. 25
9 a.m. — The Widowed Persons Support Group of Anna Maria Island 

takes a fi eld trip to the Ringling Museum in Sarasota. The group leaves from 
the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave. Anna Maria. 
Fee. Information: 941-778-1908.

7 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sara-
sota, hosts a lecture — “The Dolphin Mind” with Heidi Harley. Information: 
941-388-4441.

Tuesday, Feb. 26
10:30 a.m. — The Friends of the Island Library hosts Diane Milesko 

discussing “How to Live Well and Long” at the Island Branch Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and 
a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 
Beach. The speaker is Gay Haines talking about the Caribbean. Information: 

941-778-1880.

Wednesday, Feb. 27
10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Florida Sarasota-Man-

atee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning speaker series features Joe Kerata 
talking about “The Time Machine” at the Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-359-4296.

Noon to 3 p.m. — The Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, Longboat Key, hosts a fi nancial planning workshop. Information: 941-
383-6491 or www.islandchapel.com.

5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a busi-
ness card exchange at Century Bank, 6351 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. 
Information and registration: 941-778-1541.

Ongoing:
 • The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island features the work of Bradenton 
artist Ginny Eitman in February at the Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6694.
 • The Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach, hosts an exhibit of work by Islander Helen Romeike-Wisniewski 
through Feb. 28. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • Island Gallery West’s featured artist for February is Richard Stewart, 
a Tampa-based photographer and artist. The gallery is at 5368 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6648.
 • The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria continues Jean Black-
burn’s “Myakka Series: New Work,” an exploration of the Myakka River in 
photographs and oil paintings.
 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St. 
N., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. on Thursdays through March. Information: 
941-778-1915.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the month at 
the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Information: 941-778-1908 or www.
islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group 
plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Information: 
941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-1908 or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts meetings of the Inquiring Minds group. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth and 14th streets 

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE
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WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR 
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD 

AND THE BEST VIEW 
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

west and Ninth and 17th avenues west in Bradenton — holds art walks on 
the fi rst Friday - Saturday of the month. Information: 941-747-8056.

Coming up:
• On Feb. 28, writers Andrew Clyde Little and Tom Henighan discuss 

creative writing in a three-hour workshop at the Anna Maria Island Commu-
nity Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. The program will take place at 
9 a.m. Fee. Information and reservations: 941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 29, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts its 
annual fashion show at the Bradenton Country Club. Information: 941-778-
1541.
 • On March 1, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts Heritage 
Days at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0492.
 • On March 1, Harvey Memorial Church, 300 Church St., Bradenton 
Beach, hosts a rummage sale — plus a lunch and musical entertainment.
 • On March 2, St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts an Irish Variety Show. Information and tickets: 941-
778-4769.
 • On March 8, the Anna Maria Island Privateers hosts a Thieves Market 
at Coquina Beach. Information: 727-214-8903.
 • March 8-9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents Springfest, 
an arts and crafts show, at the Holmes Beach City Hall fi eld. Information: 
941-778-2099.
 • On March 9, St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast. Information: 941-778-4769.
 • On March 11, the Island Players present a benefi t performance of 
“Born Yesterday” to raise money for Island Players is hosting a benefi t pre-
view performance of the Anna Maria Island Relay For Life/American Cancer 
Society. Information: 941-518-4431.

Save the date:
• On March 12, the Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Committee 

presents its annual seminar at Holmes Beach City Hall. This year’s program 
covers Florida-friendly yards and irrigation. 
 • On March 13, “Born Yesterday” opens at the Island Players playhouse 
at Gulf Drive and Pine Avenue in Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-6878.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center presents its annual Tour of Homes benefi t. Information: 941-
778-1908.
 • On March 17, the Moose Lodge, 110 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach, 
hosts the annual St. Patrick’s Day breakfast. Tickets at $7.50 must be pur-
chased in advance. Information: 941-941-778-4865.
 • On March 22, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts a dance 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-0492.
 • On March 23, the Anna Maria Island Kiwanis host the Easter sunrise 
service at Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach. Information: 941-761-
8834.
 • On April 4, the Anna Maria Island Privateers head for downtown 
Bradenton and the annual DeSoto Seafood Festival. Information: 727-214-
8903.
 • On April 5-6, the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park Arts and Crafts 
Show benefi ting the garden in Holmes Beach takes place at Coquina Beach 
Gulfside. Information: 352-344-0657.
 • On April 5, the “Taste of Music Champagne Gala” takes place at a 
Bradenton bayfront home to raise money for the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Chorus. Information: 941-778-1880.
 • On April 11, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents “Landscapes 
of the Island,” beginning with a reception for the exhibit at the AMIAL gallery, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On May 9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents the 14th annual 
Manatee High Exhibit, beginning with a reception at the AMIAL gallery, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The exhibit continues through May 28. Infor-
mation: 941-778-2099.

Calendar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Valentine’s Night
The Bob Zimmerman Orchestra performs during the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island’s annual Sweetheart 
Dance at the Anna Maria Island Community Center. The dance — attended by more than 250 people — raised 
thousands for the Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Couples take to the fl oor during the annual Sweetheart Dance sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island and a fundraiser for the Anna Maria Island Community Center, where the Valentine’s Day event took 
place. The next major presentation from the Kiwanis Club will be the Easter Sunrise service at Manatee Public 
Beach Sunday, March 23.
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 2/26/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  Bistro

O O H !
L U N C H
B R U N C H
FRI/SAT/SUN

Now you can enjoy the same great breakfast, 
brunch menu on Fridays (for important lunches) 
and on Saturdays (avoid the Sunday rush) in the 

quiet, elegant ambiance of Ooh La La!

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD FEB 20 - FEB 27

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$18991.75 
LTR

1.75 
LTR

$3399 
Ketel One Vodka Seagrams 7

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Galati Yacht Sales 
No. 1

 Galati Yacht Sales in Anna Maria 
has won a number of industry awards 
since its inception in 1970, but being 
named the No. 1 boat dealer in North 
America by Boating Industry magazine 
has to rank as its highest honor.
 The magazine ranks the Top 100 
boat dealers and recently named Galati 
as No. 1.
 The magazine took into consider-
ation overall business operations, cus-
tomer service, marketing and profes-
sionalism in determining the list and the 
top honor. More than 3,000 marinas and 
boat sales companies were nominated.
 From its beginning as a small, family 
marina, Galati Yacht Sales now has 11 
locations around the Gulf of Mexico, 
including offi ces and marinas in both 
Florida and Texas. 
 All fi ve Galati siblings participate 
in the daily operation of the company, 
which has more than 175 employees.
 Chris Galati said the success of the 
company and the No. 1 ranking comes 
from “dedication of the team and to 
the integrity of our business practices.” 
Galati Yacht Sales offers only boats that 
incorporate the best in performance and 
design, he said. The company refuses to 
compromise on quality.
 In addition to sales, Galati offers 

The Galati family of Anna Maria was recently honored by Boating Industry maga-
zine as the top boat dealer in North America. From left, are Mike, Fran, Joe, Anna 
Maria and Carmine Galati. Islander Photo: Courtesy Galati Yacht Sales

fi nancing, extended service contracts, 
insurance, documentation, red carpet 
delivery and personal owner orienta-
tion.
 Galati’s is located at the end of South 
Bay Boulevard in Anna Maria. For more 
information on Galati Yacht Sales, call 
941-778-0755.

Silvia turns 2
 Silvia’s Flower Corner located in 
Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the Old IGA at 
9807 Gulf Drive in Anna Maria recently 
celebrated the second anniversary of the 
fl ower shop with a number of fl oral dis-
plays at the Wedding Festival Feb. 10. 
 A long-time Island resident, Silvia 
Zadarosni has been in the fl ower indus-

Silvia’s Flower Corner 
turns 2
Silvia Zadarosni of Silvia’s Flower 
Corner located inside Ginny’s and 
Jane E’s at the old IGA in Anna Maria 
recently celebrated her second anni-
versary in business. Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

try since the 1970s, and her expertise 
is evident in her original displays and 
designs. Although she specializes in 
weddings and other big events, she can 
handle all types of arrangements, from 
birthday parties to a “just for” bouquet.
“We can arrange anything the customer 
wants. I like to think I specialize in 
‘unusual’ requests, where I can arrange 
something original.”
 Silvia uses only the freshest of the 
fresh fl owers and her arrangements have 
drawn praise from Islanders and visi-
tors.
 Her arrangements can be found Sun-
days at the Roser Memorial Community 
Church on Pine Avenue in Anna Maria.
For more information, call Silvia at 941-
720-0424 or e-mail her at fl owercorner@
tampabay.rr.com.

Harry’s wine 
tasting

 Harry’s Continental Kitchens at 
525 St. Judes Drive on Longboat Key 
is offering a free wine-tasting on Thurs-
day, Feb. 21, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Wine 
affi cianados and the general public are 
invited to taste a variety of the world’s 
best wines that evening, along with some 
tasty treats from Harry’s.
 Harry’s currently offers a 20 percent 
discount on wine purchases every Thurs-
day in Harry’s Deli.
 For more information, call 941-383-
0777.

Waterside Lending 
open on 

Bridge Street
 Professional mortgage broker Lynn 
Zemmer has opened Waterside Lend-
ing at 104 Bridge St. in Bradenton 
Beach.
 Lynn and her staff work with more 

t h a n  2 0 0 
lenders  to 
fi nd the best 
possible loan 
for clients. 
The  com-
pany han-
dles home 
p u r c h a s e 
mortgages, 
refinancing, 
and can do 

“A” paper and private investing loans. In 
addition, Lynn has extensive experienc-
ing in arranging fi nancing for non-citi-
zens interested in purchasing on Anna 
Maria Island or in the area.
 “The bank programs are changing 

daily and not all the banks offer the 
same programs,” Lynn said. “That’s 
why a broker is all the more important 
in today’s fi nancial world.”
 In addition to the Bridge Street 
offi ce, Lynn also has an offi ce in Wyo-
ming, which is in the midst of a real 
estate boom
 For more information, call Lynn at 
941-778-8104, or visit her Web site at 
www.941lending.com.

Correction
 The story in the Feb. 5 issue about 
Pamaro Shop Furniture’s 58th anni-
versary incorrectly identifi ed the owner 
as Ray Pamaro, the nephew of the origi-
nal owners. While Ray is the nephew 
of the original owners, his last name is 
Osborn.
 To reach Ray Osborn at Pamaro call 
941-355-5619.

Zemmer

Beach Club 
goes fractional
The Beach Club at 2201 Gulf Drive N. in 
Bradenton Beach is offering fractional 
ownerships starting in the low $60,000 
range. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Beach Club 
booming

 The recently renovated Beach Club 
resort at 2201 Gulf Drive N. in Braden-
ton Beach recently began offering frac-
tional ownership of units and, from early 
indications, the ownership plan is being 
well received.
 Mike McGinty of the Beach Club 
said development of the Beach Club 
into fractional ownership is being spear-
headed by well-known Sarasota devel-
oper Larry Starr in conjunction with 
the Seaside Resort just across Gulf Drive 
from the Beach Club.

PLEASE SEE BIZ, NEXT PAGE
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ooh la 
la

JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 BRUNCH Friday/Saturday/Sunday 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Wednesday/ Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
994999 1-7

TTTTTTTuuess -SSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Discover our new dinner menu!Discover our new dinner menu!
Iron Skillet Café 

Seafood Paella 
Tea-Poached Salmon 

Crab and Cheddar Dip 
Black-and-Blue Sirloin 

Chicken Portobello

Come by boat - Marker #49 • 4628 119th St. W.
(Cortez Rd. W, turn S at traffi c light)

941-798-2035 • WWW.BAYSIDEBANQUETHALL.COM

Bayside BanQuet Hall
WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • EVENTS

TIKI BAR
Opens at 2pm 

every Monday!
Live music begins at 5:30
Dance by the fi reside

Enjoy beautiful sunsets!
Indoor and Outdoor Dining

Parties Welcome
no credit/debit cards Discover Us!

A Food Experience with

Pete Barreda
2pm • Monday, Feb 25

"Old Florida" Style
• Shrimp Stir Fry $8.95

• Blue Crab Gumbo $4.99

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org
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 Starr has developed properties in 
Sarasota, on Longboat Key, including 
Silver Sands and Cabana Beach Club 
and Siesta Key, in addition to the Beach 
Club. On Anna Maria Island, he and his 
partners have developed the Tortuga Inn 
and the Tradewinds Resort.
 Following its recent renovation, the 
Beach Club offers fractional ownership 
starting in the low $60,000 range. The 
units vary in size, with the largest a 
three-bedroom.
 “We’ve been pleasantly surprised 
by the interest,” said Mike. “People are 
seriously looking at a vacation home and 
Beach Club fi ts the bill.”
 He emphasized that fractional owner-
ship is not a time share, that people actu-
ally own real property. Ownership comes 
with a number of amenities, including a 
pool, hot tub and easy access to the Gulf 
of Mexico directly across Gulf Drive.
 For more information, call Mike at 
941-778-2115, or visit the Beach Club 
Web site at www.thebeachclubflorida.
com.

Neal going strong
 Following a successful year of 
sales in 2007 and a strong start in Janu-
ary 2008, Neal Communities continues 
to buck the trend of home sales in the 
Manatee-Sarasota area. The company 
announced last week that it has already 
sold seven homes through the fi rst seven 
days of February.
 One of the sales was to a couple 
from the United Kingdom, indicating 
the continuing attraction of the area for 
British, Canadian and European buyers 

because of the favorable exchange rate.
 Neal Communities has been in busi-
ness 38 years, said owner Pat Neal, and 
continues its commitment to “respon-
sible land development, natural habitat 
preservation, innovative home building 
and unsurpassed customer service.”
 At one time, Neal Communities 
owned more than 50 acres of land on 
south Perico Island, directly across State 
Road 64 from the St. Joe Company’s 
SevenShores condominium project. 
Rather than develop the property for 
residential units, however, the company 
sold the land to Manatee County for use 
as a nature park and preservation area.
 For more information on Neal 
Communities, go to the company’s 
Web site at www.nealcommunities.com.

Farmer’s Market 
on Bridge Street

 The Bridge Street Merchant’s 
Association will host a Farmer’s Market 
on Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23.
 Displays will include many local and 
regional arts and craft items and locally 
grown plants, fl owers, fruits and vegeta-
bles from area farmers and suppliers.
 A number of Island and area chefs 
will be on hand to demonstrate how to 
incorporate locally grown produce into 
a daily cooking routing. There will also 
be displays dedicated to a number of 
ecological issues.
 “Kid” friendly booths will also be 
set up, including face painting and fun 
workshops for kids of all ages.
 Food and beverage vendors will pro-
vide morning and lunch items through-
out the event.

 The association plans a “market” 
day on the last Saturday in March and 
April.
 For more information, call 941-778-
8705.

Chamber business 
card exchange

 The Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce business card exchange 
for February will be held from 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, at Century Bank, 
6351 Manatee Ave. W. in Fountain Court.
 Reservations are requested by call-
ing 941-778-1541.

Ladies Night Out
 The Anna Maria Island and Long-
boat Key-Lido Key-St. Armands Key 
chambers of commerce will host a 
Ladies Night Out from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 19, at the 
Sun House Restaurant on Bridge Street 
in Bradenton Beach.
 Appetizers and a complimentary 
martini bar will be available.
 SpaRenity Day Spa and Wellness 
Center will be giving free demonstra-
tions.
 Admission is $10 and a cash bar will 
also be available.
 For reservations, call Trish at 941-
778-1541.

Cruise seminar
 Dan’s Travel Service will host a 
free seminar on vacation cruises from 
2-4 p.m. Monday, Feb 18, at the St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church activity center 
on 26th Street in Bradenton.
 The seminar will be particularly help-
ful to people making their fi rst-ever cruise, 

or considering a cruise for the fi rst time.
 Discussion tops include the activi-
ties available on a vacation cruise, what 
each cruise line offers for activities and 
destinations and why one destination 
might be better suited for a particular 
interest than another.
 Refreshments will be served.
 For more information, call Dan at 
941-779-2050.

Chamber’s top
 Joe Landolfi  of Manson Roofi ng 
Inc. in Bradenton was recently awarded 
the Longboat Key/Lido Key and St. 
Armands Key Chamber of Commerce’s 
2007 Member of the Year award.
 Manson Roofing president Bruce 
Manson said the company was “very 
proud of Joe and this honor, and count 
ourselves fortunate to have him on the 
Manson Roofi ng team. His contributions 
and work ethic have been an integral part 
of the success of our fi rm.”
 For more information on the award, 
call 941-748-5547.

Biz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

AMI featured sale: This land condo 
is the only sale to report for the 
week. Turtle Crawl at 6301 Holmes 
Blvd., Unit B, Holmes Beach, sold in 
November 2005 for $711,000 and in 
January 2008 at a foreclosure sale for 
$425,000, a decrease of $286,000 or 
40 percent. The cost per square foot is 
$224. Islander Photo: Jesse Brisson
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Feb 20-- *12:36 1.3 5:47 -0.6 11:22 2.0 5:01 0.6
Full Feb 21-- *12:43 1.4 6:12 -0.4 — 2.0 5:49 0.4
 Feb 22-- 12:05 1.9 6:33 -0.1 12:52 1.5 6:33 0.2
 Feb 23-- 12:47 1.7 6:51 0.1 1:05 1.7 7:17 0.1
 Feb 24-- 1:30 1.5 7:09 0.3 1:22 1.8 8:02 0.0
 Feb 25-- 2:18 1.3 7:25 0.5 1:44 2.0 8:51 -0.1
 Feb 26-- 3:15 1.1 7:39 0.6 2:10 2.0 9:48 -0.1
 Feb 27-- 4:37 0.9 7:41 0.8 2:43 2.0 10:58 -0.1

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-713-5900941-713-5900                      

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org
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Watch your behinds on the beach these days
 Here’s some news that seems obvious, but perhaps 
is not:
 High and dry on the beach is best.
 A University of Florida study has revealed that 
those beachgoers who spend their time on dry sand 
rather than on the wet beach end up avoiding health 
issues. 
 We’re talking about sitting on the wet sand versus 
sitting on the dry. 
 Wet muck. Dry stuff. Nearly-bare butts. Go 
fi gure.
 “Our objective was to understand whether beach 
sand could pose a health risk to beachgoers,” according 
to Tonya D. Bonilla, a doctoral student in the UF Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine’s department of infectious 
diseases and pathology who studied three South Florida 
beaches over a 2-year period to see whether human 
health risks appear to increase based on the level of 
sand exposure.
 This is all from a UF report, by the way.
 “What we found was that there was no increased 
health risk due to exposure to sand on the upper beach,” 
Bonilla said. “However, the longer the period of time 
people spent in the water and in the wet sand, the higher 
the probability that they would experience some gas-
trointestinal illness.”

 Hey! Get a chair, OK?

Big boats as a sailboat
 There’s a new trick out there for some cargo ships: 
sails.
 SkySails of Germany is proposing that if freighters 
use their sails, fuel consumption could be reduced by as 
much as 50 percent on a voyage. The same fuel saving 
holds true on cruise lines.
 The spinnaker-like devices work to pull the ship 
with the wind.
 So does it work?
 Capt. Terry Simmons has been on the water for 
more that 30 years, sailing into almost every port on 
the planet. He’s read the literature and suggested a few 
thoughts.
 Yep, a SkySail might work. Sometimes.
 But you’ve gotta work into the equation the cost of 
installation, the cost of operation and the cost of crew 
to operate it all.
 “You’re looking at a few million dollars just to 
change a decal on a ship,” Simmons said. To add a 

sail to a ship, with all the fi ttings and the special crew 
needed to operate it, versus the proposed fuel savings 
… go fi gure.

Go slow
 So as a Little Roat, my dad and I used to putter 
around in our little boat in Anna Maria Sound. 
 We’d go and snatch some scallops, look at the 
fi sh, maybe catch some and putter around some more. 
Sometimes we’d even snatch some oysters from the 
mangroves and suck them down. Yum.
 And then we found a neat trick.
 I’d stand at the bow of the boat and hold up a towel. 
Wind from the north, house to the south, not rocket sci-
ence, and we were off. Dad would steer using the boat 
motor.
 And we got home.
 Next trip, we tried using an old bed sheet. Faster.
 So maybe the ship sail works after all.

Sandscript factoid
 As my fi ngers cramp as I write this I’m reading 
the latest from Japan. It seems that there is a new best-
selling set of novels that are penned via cell phones. 
Novels are short, writing is not long, but readership is 
large for our Asian friends, all accessible only through 
a cell phone. 
 Ernest Hemingway once said that his book “Old 
Man and the Sea” was the fi nest thing he’d ever written. 
Short, concise sentences, go-to-the-point points of the 
story. It won him a Pulitzer.
 Cell phone novels?

Off to the 
north
Three Anna 
Maria Island 
residents and 
their favor-
ite hometown 
newspaper 
got together 
last summer 
in Harrison, 
Maine, from left, 
Thea Kelley, 
Ann Amisano 
and William 
Bowdish, at the 
Kelley-Bowdish 
summer home.

A Christmas snow
Islander Jack Coleman got what he wished for while 
vacationing in the Berkshires Hills in western Massa-
chusetts — snow for snowboarding. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Jane Coleman
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GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617

AMERICAN CAR WASH
• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted MV#65833

ASH

Keep it clean mister,
or my friend Pete will
keep it clean for you!!

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

723-1107

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Grouper still mainstay offshore; reds, trout good in bays
By Capt. Mike Heistand

Look for some good fi shing action out there as long 
and weather winds cooperate. 
 Redfi sh, trout and catch-and-release snook are a 
good bet for the backwaters.
 Offshore action for grouper and snapper remains 
excellent, as are amberjack catches. 
 Annamae Lahay at Corky’s Live Bait & Tackle
on Cortez Road said fi shing is great in Palma Sola Bay 
for redfi sh and spotted sea trout when using “select” 
size live shrimp. “Some fi shers have reported catching 
more than 40 trout of legal size in one day,” she said. 
Sarasota Bay has had some redfi sh and some spotted 
sea trout, along with a few ladyfi sh and bluefi sh coming 
from its waters, and sharks are coming from the Long-
boat Key area in the bay. She added that Paradise Bay 
had its Feb. 6 fi shing tournament, with Carl Shaver, Bob 
Watson and Len Mattinen taking the top spots for redfi sh; 
Tom Dorset, Jerry Kozminski, and Frank Chan taking 
top honors for fl ounder; Bob Strawser, Jerry Kozminski 
and Ted Huston getting in the headlines on sheepshead; 
Frank Chan, Carl Shaver and Gord Bushman for trout; 
and George Smudde and Jim Huston for snapper. 

Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait & Tackle
in Cortez said his charters are bringing in grouper, snap-
per and amberjack in about 50 feet of water in the Gulf 
of Mexico. Capt. Mark Johnson of Annie’s said his 
backwater trips are reeling in catch-and-release snook, 
redfi sh and sheepshead.

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fi shing for 
grouper remains excellent, with good catching coming 
in at about the 80-foot depths — call it about 20 miles 
from Anna Maria Island. Amberjack are also a good 
catch in the Gulf. For backwater fi shers, look for lots 
of good hookups of sheepshead and redfi sh near the 
docks around the bays. 

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said sheepshead 
is the big catch there, plus some black drum and a few 
catch-and-release snook.

Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
there are some catch-and-release snook coming in at 
night, plus some mangrove snapper.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include catch-
and-release snook, mangrove snapper by the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge and black drum and mangrove snapper 
from the Manatee River. 

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
there were lots of mangrove snapper coming out of the 
Sunshine Skyway Bridge area, plus some from the cut 
in the Manatee River. He’s also hearing of redfi sh and 
trout being caught in Terra Ceia Bay.

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 

Charters said his fi shing charters have been great off-
shore. “We are catching lots of nice gag and red grou-
per, amberjack, mangrove snapper, porgys, triggerfi sh 
and a few kingfi sh. Best action has been out to 120 feet 
of water, using a variety of live baits. 

Capt. Mark Howard of SumoTimes Charters
said he had another good week of fi shing around Anna 
Maria. Redfi sh and sheepshead are the prime targets 
now,” he said, while trout are hitting.

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said had a couple of tough days 
following the midweek cold front, “but things bounced 
back in spades on Friday. Light winds allowed us to get 
a few miles offshore of Anna Maria Island. I had the 
Robier family from Quebec and they were astounded 
at the number and variety of species we encountered. 
Grouper, both gag and red, hefty mangrove snapper, 
Key West grunts, Spanish mackerel and sheepshead 

to 7 pounds found their way to the ice chest. All were 
taken with live shrimp and some with “Gulp” shrimp 
on a lead head jig. A small rock outcropping held all 
of the fi sh in 32 feet of water. Later on in Palma Sola 
and Northern Sarasota Bay, we encountered numerous 
lady fi sh and spotted sea trout to 19 inches. 
 On my boat Magic, we caught reds to 26 inches, 
trout to 22 inches, plus sheepshead to 4 pounds, as well 
as small shark and black drum. 
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Great gobs o’ grouper 
Mike Speer of Winter Haven shows off a monster-sized gag grouper he caught in about 100-feet of water off-
shore of Anna Maria Island fi shing with Capt.Larry McGuire of Show Me the Fish Charters. 
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Elegance Awaits

Victoria Horstmann 
Realtor®

941. 518 .1278
VictoriaHorstmann@michaelsaunders.com

Th e s e  e xq u i s i t e 

r e s i d e n c e s  a r e 

located in a private 

seaside com munity, where 

unmatched elegance and 

luxurious amenities await. 

Enjoy private boat docks, 

inspiring views of crystal 

blue water and experience 

the utmost of Florida living.

4400 Manatee Avenue West  Bradenton, FL 34209  941.748.6300
8325 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard  Bradenton, FL 34202  941.907.9595

m ichae l s aunder s .com

Iris Eastman
Realtor®

941. 356 .4330
IrisEastman@michaelsaunders.com

Beyond The Gates

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

CANAL-FRONT CORNER LOT WITH POOL $599,000.

2BR/2BA CANALFRONT HOME, POOL, BOAT LIFT $695,000

222222 BRAND NEW HOMES! 3BR/2.5BA EACH $749,000 & $798,900

IMMMMMMMACULATE 3BR/2BA, NEW KITCHEN AND LANDSCAPING $795,000

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED, 2BR/2BA, ELEVATED $499,000

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Ross Built edges LPAC in Division III thriller
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Ross Built and LPAC both had trouble fi nding the 
basket in the early going of their Feb. 16 Division III 
(ages 8-9) basketball matchup in the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center Basketball League. 
 Neither team managed a basket until the 2:31 mark 
of the fi rst quarter when Lucas Winstead found Mickey 
Koczersut on an inbounds play that gave LPAC a 2-0 
lead. Ross Built fi nally found the mark to tie the score 
at 2-2 when Chris Adkins grabbed a rebound of a miss 
by Jake Ross and put the biscuit in the basket to tie the 
score as the fi rst-quarter buzzer sounded.
 The second quarter saw LPAC retake the lead when 
Winstead banked in a shot from the left wing for a 4-2 lead. 
Little did the LPAC faithful know that Winstead’s basket 
would be the last LPAC score until the fourth quarter.
 Meanwhile, Ross Built started to warm up. A steal 
and a layup by Jake Ross tied the score at 4-4 before 
Jake’s brother Andrew stole the ball and got fouled 
going to the basket. Andrew hit one of two free throws 
to give Ross Built its fi rst lead of the game with 33 
seconds left in the half.
 Jake Ross had another steal, but LPAC’s Emma 
Moneuse poked the ball away. Jake Ross then alertly 
found Maddy Valadie on the ensuing inbounds play for 
an easy shot underneath, giving Ross Built a 7-4 lead 
as the half came to a close.
 Ross Built extended its lead to 11-4 in the third 
quarter as Madison Gsell converted an offensive 
rebound into two points and Andrew Ross got a steal 
and a layup.
 Trailing by seven points, LPAC came out strong to 
start the fourth quarter. Winstead got fouled driving to 
the basket and made the fi rst free throw for LPAC’s fi rst 
points since the second quarter. Winstead rebounded 
his own miss on the second free-throw attempt and 
converted for a three-point play that drew LPAC to 
within four points of tying the score.
 Winstead again fi gured in the scoring for LPAC 
when he drove hard to the basket before alertly dealing 
to a wide-open Monuese to pull to 11-9 with just over 
fi ve minutes to play.

 The two teams traded open looks for baskets, but 
the ball would not drop through the hoop. With just 
over a minute left to play, Winstead grabbed a defen-
sive rebound and drove the length of the court for the 
game-tying layup.
 Ross Built kept its cool and worked the ball around 
the permimeter until Andrew Ross spotted Parker Lands-
berg alone under the basket. Landsberg made the shot to 
give Ross Built a 13-11 lead with 47 seconds to play.
 Ross Built’s Jake Ross came up with a steal and 
after a time out to discuss strategy, the team tried to run 
down the clock. A baseline shot didn’t fall and LPAC 
came back down the court looking to tie the score. 
 But Ross Built played strong defense and knocked 
the ball away, giving LPAC an inbounds play with 1.8 

seconds to play. LPAC successfully inbounded the ball, 
but Koczersut’s desperation attempt from the wing fell 
short, giving Ross Built an exciting 13-11 victory.
 On Feb. 11, Mikayla Kane scored six points and 
Chase Lewis added four points to lead Duncan 15-10 
past Coastal Orthopedics in Division III action. Joe 
Class chipped in with two points and Natasha Niecko-
ski scored 1 point to complete the Duncan Real Estate 
scoring in the victory.
 Coastal Orthopedics was led by Alexia Yavalar’s 
six points and two points apiece from Mikey Ellsworth 
and Tyler Yavalar.

Division II basketball
 Blaine Jenefsky exploded for 12 points to lead 
Dips Ice Cream past Jessie’s Island Store 26-8 in 
Division II basketball action on Feb. 12. Daniel 
Schroaeder added eight points for Dips, which also 
received four points from Josh Zawistoski and two 
points from Johnny Mattay, who saw his fi rst action 
since breaking his arm.
 Jessie’s Island Store was led by Jacque Armer, who 

Andrew 
Ross 
pushes 
the ball 
upcourt 
during 
Anna 
Maria 
Island 
Com-
munity 
Center 
Basketball 
Division 
III action 
at the 
Center. 
Islander 
Photos: 
Kevin 
Cassidy

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, PAGE 29
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

sssssoonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!

turnkey 3B3B3B3BR/R/R/R/2B2 A.
$649,900

lmomomomoststss  eeeeendndnnn leesssssssssss f f  ululululllll ll bab y yy views, dock, 

UUUUUpUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdateateteeateateateateateateateatessssss ss ss ss ss ss ss ss s

ttturururururuu nknknkn eyeyeyeyyyyyyyy.. 3333
$649 9$649 9$649,9Mariner’s Cove

Almost 2500sf 4BR 2.5BA 3-car garage, fronts lake lagoon. 
Quiet Small West Palmetto Neighborhood. Built 2006. 

Make a Deal! $299,900.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

REALTOR

West of Gulf Dr, #102 
Steps to the beach, 2/2 
w/balcony, security, 
elevator, pool, tennis, 
beautifully furnished, 
1100 sq ft $349,000

Marianne Correll
(941) 778-6066

mariannebc@aol.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

Huge price reduction. Light, bright, ground-
fl oor, 2BR/2BA end unit. Heated pool, ten-
nis court. Close to the beach. $339,000.

WESTBAY POINT 

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 or 
e-mail piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna Maria Island. Gated community, 
24-hour guard,  heated pool, tennis courts, club house. Bring your family 
and enjoy this secluded paradise.  Buy before January to earn the income 
from February and March rentals.  $299,000.

PERICO BAY CLUB

KEY ROYALE
Great location, reasonable 
price. 3BR/3BA home with 
private dock, protected deep 
and true sail-boat water wa-
ter. Partial view of Bimini Bay. 
Heated pool, 2 car garage, 
new air-conditioner.  Only 
$669,000.

ITEMS FOR SALE

CRUZIN COOLERS ARE electric, motorized and 
a great way to ride the Island! Free seat and cover 
with purchase. Only $250-$300 for your colored 
cooler! 941-201-5448.

TWO TICKETS TO “The Constant Wife” at the Asolo 
Theatre, March 5 at 2 p.m. mezzanine, $40, save 
20 percent. 941-778-4341.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 
511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

ANNUAL FLEA MARKET 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 23. Many appliances, large and small. Furni-
ture, clothing, sporting equipment, jewelry, bikes, 
plants, shells, etc. Largest ever, lunch available. 
Palma Sola Harbour condo, 9400 Cortez Road W. 
Call 941-792-3475 for information.

GARAGE SALE: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23. 
Art supplies, books, household items. 521 75th 
Street, Holmes Beach.

ESTATE SALE: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 22. 
Sheraton-form sideboard, double-pedestal dining 
table and six Chippendale chairs, 1971-1982 
Hummel plates and 21-year-old Mark Hummel, 
silk kimono wedding robe, alligator purse, bronze 
stingray, nice coffee and end tables, antique tall 
case clock, drop-leaf tables, game table, three ori-
ental rugs, two chandeliers, matching sofa, love 
seat and chair with foot stool. Nice king bedroom 
set, vintage table linens, two TV’s, CD/DVD player, 
VCR, two bar chairs, set of English pottery in the 
oriental pattern, pressed and cut glass, silk fl ow-
ers, double set of Pfaltzcraft china and matching 
fl atware, chest, wing chair, framed prints, mirror 
and console. Baker’s rack, decorative accessories 
and kitchen. 700 Longview Drive, Longboat Key, 
Buttonwood Harbour. Sales by Julie McClure. www.
appraisals4u.biz 

GARAGE SALES Continued

STREET SALE: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 23, 
Street tables, crafts, white elephant. Homemade 
pies, sloppy joes and hot dogs. Pines Trailer Park, 
next to the Bridge Street pier.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: 2-Year old yorkie got out Saturday, Feb. 16, 
at Flamingo by the Bay. No tags and nursing pups 
at home. Any info, please, call 941-538-4290 or 941-
720-3470.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

annamariaislandtv.com. Call 941-201-4534.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILARY Sun Cruz Casino 
trip. Bus leaves at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 15 at 
Kirby Stewart Post 24, 75th Street, Bradenton. $25/
ticket includes lunch. Call Marion, 941-792-5090.

 ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a personal-
ized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park. Two 
lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at The Islander or 
call 941-518-4431 for more information.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

1995 MAZDA MX3 fi ve-speed, white, 135,000 miles. 
Power windows, sunroof, CD player, and new tires. 
$2,250, or best offer. Call Nick, 941-928-2839.

TRANSPORTATION Continued

NEW VENTO 50-cc street-legal scooters. Drive on 
your car license, 90-plus mpg, up to 52/mph. From 
$1,195, while stock last. Island Scooter Store, 941-
778-2255.

EZGO GOLF CART, nice condition, good tires, full 
enclosures and charger. $2,200. 941-778-2121.

CLUB CAR GOLF cart, full enclosure, front and 
rear lights. Mag wheels, folding windscreen. Metal-
lic blue, nice condition. Includes battery charger. 
$2,400. 941-778-2121.

HARLEY DAVIDSON LOWRIDER only 4,500 miles 
from new in 2000. Vance and Hines exhaust, clip-on 
windshield and more. $1,100. Call Brain 941-778-
2121.

BOATS & BOATING

2005 SEAHUNT 18.6 ft fi berglass. Less then 50 
miles, always stored on a lift. 56-gallon tank, full 
walk-thru windshield, bimini top, seats six. 115-hp 
Yamaha motor. Selling due to illness. $11,000. 941-
778-4399.

BOAT LIFT AVAILABLE? I would like to rent/lease 
your boat lift. Live here year round and own 17-foot 
boat/motor. Call Dave, 813-760-0148.

2000 KAWASAKI 1100 Jet Ski. Adult owned, well-
maintained, very fast. $2,350. 941-778-2255.

20-FOOT BAY/flats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke 
Yamaha with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-
0065.

BOAT SLIP WANTED for cash purchase to accom-
modate 17-21-foot boat. Anna Maria, Holmes 
Beach, Bradenton Beach or Cortez. 941-284-1300 
or 609-857-5111.

BOATS BLITZ! Come into the new Island Scooter, 
Skate and More for accessories, life jackets, 
anchors, propellers, cleats, dive ladders, tackle 
boxes and much more. New and used. If you can 
buy the same elsewhere for less, it must be stolen! 
5347 Gulf Drive, Holmes Business Center. 941-778-
2255.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.
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Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!
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Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
• Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA, 
two-car garage. Prepare for your  move and enjoy 
tenant’s income!  $489,500

 • Choice duplex lot includes small home.  Refurb 
for two units  or reconstruct...several options on this 
deluxe-size lot!  $429,000

• Large Gulf parcel with two cottages.  Possibil-
ity to split into two Gulf lots.  Call for details.  
(941) 778-2259

ANNUAL RENTAL with Gulf views.
2BR/1BA. $950/month plus electric and cable.
No pets or smokers please.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

4 6 2 3  3 5 t h  C t . 
E. Bradenton
PRICED TO SELL! 
3BR/2BA, 1,790 sf, 
two-car garage and 
large, screened lanai. 
$249,000. #569696

OPEN 1-4 SUN

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
SHELL POINT 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool view. turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW 1,903 sf 2/2, two car garage, updated. $199,500.
WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 

CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 
unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.

WILDEWOOD SPGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $189,000.
ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 

TEN MINUTES TO GULF 3BR/2BA, pool/spa, cathedral ceilings, 
lush landscape, many upgrades. Like new! $429,800.

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.

Kathy Geeraerts

www.greenreal.com

941-778-0455
Rentals & Sales

HELP WANTED Continued

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

ISLAND ANTIQUE AND gift shop seeking part-time 
help. Looking for a saleswoman with a fun attitude. 
For interview, call 941-779-0729 or 941-962-1954.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

KIDS4HIRE Continued

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, 
reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

FISHING FOR a good deal? Look in The Islander, 
778-7978.

SERVICES Continued

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports), 
errands, organization and bill paying, petsitting, 
guided tours and other personalized assistance. My 
car or yours. Excellent local references. Hourly rates. 
Ellen 941-896-7902, or emj3@tampabay.rr.com.

TREE SERVICE TRIM hedges, palm topping, shap-
ing and removal. Insured. Call Phil Brewer, 941-
545-4770. 

HAUL ANYTHING: RELOCATE cars, equipment, 
anything. Industrial, residential, commercial insured. 
Free estimates, 941-778-5910, leave message.

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37-years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION will care for 
your loved one. Baths, exercise, etc. 941-748-3247 
or 941-713-7380.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.
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(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

scored six points, while Jake Parsons added two points 
in the loss.

Division I
 Island Lumber ran past Air & Energy 30-17 in Divi-
sion I basketball action on Feb. 11 behind 11 points 
from Becca Butler and seven points from Joey Garbus. 
Zach Guerin and Wyatt Hoffman each added four 
points, while Chris Pate and Geoff Pinter completed 
the scoring for Island Lumber with two points apiece.
 Eight points from Daniel Pimental paced Air & 
Energy, which also received three points from Mallory 
Kosfeld and two points apiece from Sarah Azmi, Travis 
Belsito and Justin Gargett in the loss.

Premier Division
 Island Real Estate edged West Coast Air Condition-
ing by two points for a fi nal 40-38 during Premier Divi-
sion basketball action on Feb. 12. Christina Natali scored 
16 points and Jamison Urch added 15 points to lead the 
Island Real Estate offense. Amanda Burnett completed 
the IRE scoring with nine points in the victory.
 Michael Kirby led all scorers with 20 points, while 
WCAC teammate Matt Bauer added 13 and sister Whit-
ney scored fi ve points in the loss.

Horseshoe news
 Seventeen horseshoe teams were whittled down 
to one on Feb. 13 as the team of Bob Lee and Jerry 
Disbrow rolled past the team of Don Buchholtz and 
John Crawford by a 24-10 score. The Feb. 9 games saw 
only two of the 13 teams emerge from pool play with 
an unbeaten record. The duo of Leo Hutton and Debbie 
Rhodes came out on top 21-19 over Bob Lee and Al 
Norman in a back-and-forth match that saw several lead 
changes.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday 
and Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. 

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, 
better-ball-of-partners game Feb. 13. The team of 
Vince Mercadante and Jim Mixon combined to card 

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

an impressive 11-under-par 53 to claim fi rst place over 
the team of Bob Kral and Ed Navlie, who were one shot 
back at 10-under 54. Ernie Hauser and John Atkinson 

AMICC basketball standings
as of Feb. 9

AMICC basketball schedule

came in third with a score of 9-under 55.
 The ladies teamed up with the men on Feb. 8 for 
a two-best-balls-of-foursome match over nine holes. 
The team of Marian Mulroy, Rose Slomba and Al Gunn 
combined to fi re a 12-under-par 52 to earn the days 
bragging rights. Second place went to Joy Nellies, 
Joyce Brown and Gordon McKinna with a 4 under-
par 60.

LPAC’s 
Cooper Hardy 
shoots from 
the baseline 
during Divi-
sion III bas-
ketball action 
at the Center.

   Won Lost
Premier Division 
WCAC  6  0
Cycles  3  3
IRE   3  4
Ralph’s  1  6

Division I
Sun   6  1
Lumber  5  2
Paradise  2  5
A&E  1  6

Division II
Kumon  6  2
Dips  5  2
Jessie’s  0  7

Division III
Duncan  7  0
Ross  6  2
Bistro  2  6
Orthopedics 2  5
LPAC  2  6

Premier (ages 14-17)
8 p.m. Feb. 27 WCAC vs. Ralph’s
8 p.m. Feb. 29 Cycles vs. IRE
8 p.m. March 3 Ralph’s vs. IRE

Division I (ages 12-13)
8 p.m. Feb. 28  Paradise vs. Lumber
6 p.m. Mar. 4  A&E vs. Lumber

Division II (ages 10-11)
7 p.m. Feb. 28 Dips vs. Kumon
7 p.m. Feb. 29 Jessie’s vs. Kumon

Division III (ages 8-9)
7 p.m.  Feb. 27 Ross vs. Duncan 
6 p.m.  Feb. 28 Bistro vs. Duncan 
6 p.m.  Feb. 29 Orthopedic vs. LPAC
7 p.m.  March 3 Orthopedic vs. Duncan 

Instructional League (ages 5-7)
6 p.m. Feb. 27 Observer vs. Oyster Bar
6 p.m. Mar. 3 Observer vs. Beach House

Shuffl ing in Cortez
Danny Hutcheson, Dinie 

Baker, Barbara Hutcheson 
and Joan Duffy play 

shuffl eboard on a recent 
Thursday on the clubhouse 
court at the Cortez Trailer 

Park in Cortez. Islander 
Photo: Edna Tiemann
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On safari
Donald and Susan Fernald of Holmes Beach 
visit Botswana in Southern Africa, staying at 
the Khwai River Lodge on the Moremi Wild-
life Reserve.  

Grand destination
Gordon and Alex Ruggles of Anna Maria ventured to the 
Grand Canyon in Arizona for a seven-day, 181-mile trek.

A Christmas snow
Islander Jack Coleman got what he wished for 
while vacationing in the Berkshires Hills in western 
Massachusetts — snow for snowboarding. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy Jane Coleman

White and 
brown 
pelicans 
in Cortez: 
Paul Roat.

Dolphin 
splash: 
Toni Lyon
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulf Front lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar white sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, 
see the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett (941) 778-2246. #504998. $1,299,000

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West style home on sailboat 
water. Boatlift, open fl oor plan, 4 car garage,workout room & 30’ 
screened balcony. Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett (941) 778-2246. 
#520397. $949,500

INCOME  Annual tenant in place! END UNIT- Bright & New! 
3BR/2BA Hidden Lake condo, vaulted ceil, screened lanai, 1C 
attached garage, lakeview, pool, spa, fi tness. Non-evacuation zone. 
Penny Bray (941) 778-2246. #523475. $290,000

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS  Now available several 1 or 2BR units, 
Bay front, pool side & other views.Some updated Phone for details. 
Park like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On site rentals. Priced 
$229,000 - $449,000. (941) 778-2246.

VALUE IS IN 2 LOTS only a few 100 yds.from Gulf. Beautiful 
street & beach access. Build 2 homes or remodel cottage & live 
in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA . Karen Day (941) 778-2246. #550000. 
$899,500

EXQUISITE Gulf views & luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
Moldings accent high ceilings & open plan. Granite countertops 
& stainless appl. Designer perfect furnishings. Karen Day (941) 
778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND  Fully furnished 1BR/1BA condo with 
htd pool, covered parking. Walking distance to beach, city pier, 
restaurants, shopping. Well maintained, new roof, low condo fee.  
David Moynihan (941) 778-2246. #552582. $195,000

DIRECT GULF FRONT 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous views. This 
top fl oor end unit is offered turnkey furnished. Great walking beach, 
heated pool and weekly rentals permitted. Dave Moynihan (941) 
778-2246. #567192. $599,500

10% off This Weekend Only!
PRICED TO SELL! In maint. free NW Bradenton 
comm, immaculate 4BR/3BA custom home, 
quiet private neighborhood W/community 
pool, tennis court, clubhouse & dock. A 
must see! Elfi  Starrett & Becky Smith (941) 
778-2246. #564556. $499,900

CAYMAN CAY  Fabulous central island location 
a short walk to pristine beach. Fully furnished 
2BR/2BA with heated pool, covered parking , 
screened porch, BBQ area and extra storage. 
David Moynihan (941) 778-2246. #571827. 
$295,000

10% off This Weekend Only!     
THE WORK IS DONE HERE! Newer kitchen, 
baths & A/C!  Park-like setting steps to the 
bayfront fi shing pier. Pool, tennis, workout room. 
SELLER IS MOTIVATED! Becky Smith & Elfi  
Starrett (941) 778-2246. #537510. $309,000

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT Panoramic 
views from this charming 2BR residence 
with southern exposure and private setting. 
Dock & vertical lift, htd. pool and short walk 
to the beach. Dave Moynihan (941) 778-2246. 
#566887. $1,185,000

PRICE REDUCED in Summer Sands Condo, 
Direct view of Gulf & beach access to bay, 
community boat dock, heated pool/spa. 2BR 
2.5 BA, covered parking, resident manager. 
Dixie Armbruster (941) 35606002. #545175. 
$383,000

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

10% off This Weekend Only!        
PALMA SOLA SHORES Priced to sell, 2BR/2BA 
well located, updated appl’s, pool, shuffl e 
board & lovely 55+ park. Becky Smith (941) 
778-2246. #523343. $129,900

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

941-778-2115 • 1-877-346-7711

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

BEACHFRONT 
REAL ESTATE 

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

201 Gulf DrD ive ee N., Bradenton Beeacaca h 

941-778-2115 • 1-8877777-3346-7711

Fractional Ownership 

Pre-Construction 
pricing starting at 

$64,500 

SERVICES Continued

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

DESIGNER FOR HIRE! All your graphic needs 
covered! Print work: logos brochures, brand iden-
tity. Web design: Flash, HTML and 3D. Call Jon 
at Smashcat Studios, 941-778-2824 or 941-545-
0192. 

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

LANDSCAPING

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residen-
tial and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-
9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile sup-
plied and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, 
reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-
3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450. 

K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A 
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates. 
941-544-8658.

OVER THIRTY-SIX years craftsman experience. 
Interior, exterior, doors, stairs, windows, trim. Dry-
wall painting and repairs. Driveway paint. Dan 
Michael, master carpenter. Call 941-518-3316.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!
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ANSWERS TO FEB. 20 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

Here is ToTo, a 
Cairn terrier mix, 
7-months, male, 
high energy, 
neutered/shots, 
$175, Call Julie 
@ SunCoast, 
941-779-0202, or 

Manatee Humane Society 941-747-8808.Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 941-778-8104 
www.941lending.com • 104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

plus
Kitchens • Baths
Room Additions

Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL RENTAL. 1BR/1BA March and April. 
150 feet to beach. $1,200 plus tax. 941-778-4499.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA DUPLEX in Anna Maria, near 
community center. Laundry hook-up in screened 
breezeway, water, sewer and trash removal included. 
$850/month. Call 941-756-8787 or 941-747-5071.

CONDO ON Holmes Beach! 2BR/2BA beautifully 
remodeled, seasonal or annual. 941-761-1923.

SEASONAL: MARCH, APRIL, May. 2BR/1BA 
duplex. Clean, furnished in Florida-style, washer-
dryer. Lovely side patio area. 410 71st St. 941-778-
0275. 10 percent senior discount.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex 
in Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block 
to beach $975/month. Pets considered. 941-725-
2549.

BEAUTIFUL KEY ROYALE house. Annual rental, 
large 2BR/2BA with Florida room, two-car garage 
and dock. $1,400/month. 941-545-3511.

SEASONAL RENTAL STILL AVAILABLE!  Cute 
furnished 1BR near the beach with a pool!  Open 
February and April. $650/week. 941-720-2242.

STEPS TO THE beach, Gulf view from kitchen table. 
Large 2BR/1BA, courtyard, patio, fenced yard. Six 
month-one year lease, $1,400. 1BR/1BA $800/
month, laundry, parking, water and trash paid. Both 
furnished or unfurnished. 800-847-0356.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 3BR/2BA with garage. 
$1,400/month. 941-545-6118.

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTAL, Key West-
style 2BR/2BA with pool in Anna Maria near beach. 
941-794-5980.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH: 2BR/1.5BA close to 
the beach, $900/month, shared laundry. Small pet 
OK. Gulf-Bay Realty, 941-778-7244.

SEASONAL/MONTHLY: 2BR/2BA deluxe condo 
with golf, tennis and pool. Close to beaches and 
shopping. 941-761-8178.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL 2BR/2BA elevated 
duplex with covered parking. Great porch and 
deck, washer/dryer hookup. $1,125/month. 941-
713-3214.

VACATION RENTAL MARCH 2008, 3BR/2BA 
home. Two blocks off Palma Sola Bay, $750/week. 
941-356-1456.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $325,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers. 

RENTALS Continued

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

SEASONAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal 
home. Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside 
and out. Available January and April. Call 813-245-
0428.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month.  $1,000 security. 
941-962-5827. 

VACATION RENTALS NOW. Burgundy 1BR/1BA 
with pool $1,100/month. Longboat Village home, 
all updated 2BR/1BA $2,500/month. Key Royale 
3BR/2BA with pool and boat dock, $1,000/week. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, 
upstairs duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/
month. Call 941-725-4190.

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $950/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home, fenced 
yard, $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex, com-
pletely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA NW 
Bradenton home, great yard and neighborhood, 
$1,500/month. Please, call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The Islander.
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TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  Licensed • Insured • Airport Permitted

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

REAL ESTATE Continued

FOR SALE: ANNA Maria City canal home. Steps 
to the beach. Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. 
Boat dock and lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-
245-0428.

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $459,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA 
Bradenton Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style fur-
nishings, washer and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel. Complex has pool, spa, tennis court, 
boat slips, fi shing pier. $499,000. Owner at 941-388-
5238 or 941-447-2061.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

LAKEFRONT CONDOMINIUM, fi rst-fl oor, 3BR/2BA 
with one-car attached garage.. 1,619 sf., screened 
lanai unit 6442 Hidden Lake Condominium. 
$239,900. Minutes to beach, walk to shopping. 941-
761-0807. Open noon-4pm Saturday-Sunday

MAJOR NORTHERN CONDOMINIUM developer 
has decided to sell his personal winter residence 
in Hidden Lake Condominiums, unit 6438, exqui-
sitely decorated with many upgrades. First fl oor, 
3BA/2BA, one-car attached garage, screened lanai, 
lakefront, and minutes to beach. $309,900. Open 
noon-4 Saturday-Sunday or call for appointment. 
941-761-0807.

RETIRING AND MUST sell my Riverview Boulevard 
home in Northwest Bradenton. 2,000 sf, 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage with huge family room, secluded 
pool, lanai and tropical garden area. Updated and 
well maintained. $310,000. 941-730-0100.

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF Palma Sola Bay! Gor-
geous 3BR/2BA condo has granite, Italian tile and 
plantation shutters. Too many other features to list. 
Priced to sell at $449,500. Contact barbfreeman@
alltel.net or 859-264-8644.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

REAL ESTATE Continued

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $144,900. 2BR/2BA. 
Must Sell. New Carpet and paint. Only 10 minutes 
to beach. Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker 941-
725-4425

KEY ROYALE POOL home on end of canal with 
large boat basin. Totally updated 2BR/2BA with 
family room, marble fl oors, cherry cabinets, Corian 
countertops and Corian in master bath, Furnished 
and ready for offers! $899,000. Deborah Thrasher, 
RE/MAX Excellence, 941-518-7738 or www.fl gulf-
coast.net. 

LOWEST PRICES EVER offered in building! Club 
Bamboo South, small effi ciency with balcony over-
looking the Gulf. Nightly rental income. Must sell, 
$299,999. Call Pete, 773-472-7440. 

AFFORDABLE SECOND HOME opportunity. Seven 
shares offered in 3BR/2BA waterfront home. Fully 
furnished, new pool and boatlift, access to deep 
water. 1.5 miles to Holmes Beach. Deeded shares 
offered for seven weeks of set usage a year. Shares 
$99,000, professionally managed, 614-296-5053.

ON THE BEACH! $399,000!! Condominium with 
boat dock both remodeled. 941-761-1923.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA 2BR/2BA, 2,254 sf, com-
pletely updated and furnished. Two-car garage. 
Beautiful condition. $269,500. 941-792-1809.

FOR SALE: Pines Trailer Park, unit 67, Midge 
Court. Remodeled in 2007. Asking $55,000. 631-
258-7722.

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Starting at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. 
Call for a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, 
Sandra Lee LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

71ST STREET CANAL home. 3BR/3BA, 1.5 
garage, vinyl, double-pane windows, two air condi-
tioners, split master. Boat lift and davits. Fruit trees 
and room for a pool. $729,000. 941-778-1620 or 
941-374-7250.

MAGNIFICENT BAY VIEW Perico Bay Club condo, 
2BR/2BA. One-car garage. All appliances, some fur-
niture, cathedral ceiling, minutes from beach. 1191 
Edgewater Circle. 863-280-0222, sandsgoldm@aol.
com. Reduced $359,900. Make Offer!

GULFFRONT CONDO, Holmes Beach 1-2BR totally 
remodeled, stainless-steel appliances. Two pools, 
carport, fabulous beach, Tommy Bahama furnished. 
$299,900. 616-540-4343.

FIND GREAT DEALS on wheels and everything 
else in The Islander, 778-7978.
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE Continued

WATERFRONT ON THE Manatee River Canal. 
Dock and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 
2,000 s.f. 3BR/2BA home recently renovated. Great 
condition. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

MOBILE HOME IN Paradise Bay 55-plus park. 
1BR/1BA, lanai in front, rear covered porch, cement 
drive, pool, activities center and dock launch, 
$14,000. $355/month lot rental by owner. 440-321-
1176.

FOR SALE BY owner: Waterfront lot, 52 by 110, two 
feeder docks, zoned ROR. 414 Pine Ave. $595,000 
net. 321-783-1373.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers. 

REAL ESTATE Continued

RESTAURANT: SMALL, easy to manage, daytime 
hours. Fantastic sandwiches, soup, salads, etc. Eat 
in or to go. Great location in Palmetto, just off the 
river. Low lease and established business. $75,000. 
Call, 941-228-3489.

HOLMES BEACH 2BR/2BA ground-fl oor condo. 
Updated kitchen, ceramic tile, Berber carpet, and 
enclosed lanai overlooking heated pool. Turnkey fur-
nished, across street from beach and covered park-
ing. $299,900. 407-846-8741 or 407-346-3371.

100 STEPS TO beach. 2BR, last of the affordable 
condos. $249,000 or best offer. Real Estate Mart, 
941-756-1090.

REAL ESTATE Continued

ISLAND ALTERNATIVE: Newly built, over 3,000 sf, 
northwest Bradenton $619,000. 5BR/3BA with pool. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

VILLAGE GREEN: MINUTES to beach. Updated 
4BR/2BA pool home, $309,000. Real Estate Mart, 
941-756-1090.

BRADENTON BEACH MOBILE home, Pines Park, 
2 Church St. Updated, cozy, furnished 1BR, bay-
view, covered parking and boat slip. $420,000. 941-
962-8220.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992 
WWW.ISLANDER .ORG

TOURISTS MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU !TOURISTS MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU !

Issssssland  visitors. More circulation weekly than the dailies on 
AMI, greater readership than any publication circulating on AAAAAAAAMI, greater readership than any publication circulating on 
AMI, and  a  reputation for success! More than 14 years of AAAAAAAAMI, and  a  reputation for success! More than 14 years of 
service to the Island and readers are still fl ocking to The sssssservice to the Island and readers are still fl ocking to The 
Islander.  Call for winter marketing tips, special deals and Isssssslander.  Call for winter marketing tips, special deals and 
the “best news on Anna Maria Island” … 941-778-7978, ttttthe “best news on Anna Maria Island” … 941-778-7978, 

DDDDDDDDon’t miss out on your opportunity to market to our DDDDDDDDon’t miss out on your opportunity to market to our 
l d M l i kl h h d ilI l d i i M i l i kl h h d ili

HELP ’EM OUT! HELP ’EM OUT! 

THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992

 



THE ISLANDER  FEB. 20, 2008  35

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

 

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

811 S. Bay Blvd 
Caribbean style and totally 
remodeled and furnished. 
Adorable 3br/2ba cottage with 
bay views and 2 lanai’s.

$1,249,000

909 N Shore
Bayfront courtyard-style 
home, totally renovated. 
Gorgeous and furnished.  
Private fi nancing.

$1,590,000

Community Open House! Discover Harbour Landings in Cortez- a luxury no-maintenance community, deep-water 
protected boating and wonderful community amenities. Visit these 3 homes and many others! Cortez Road and 
119th St. light just before crossing bridge to Island.

105 81st St 
Adorable beach house with rental apt. 
Seasonal rentals in place.   Gulf views 
and just steps to beach!

$899,000

OPEN HOUSE 12-3, SUN. FEB 24

408 S. Bay 
Contemporary and sleek – 
3br/2ba plus bonus room.  
Amazing bay views! 

$1,249,000

 

2500 Gulf Drive 
$300,000 Price Reduction! Buyer 
Choice. 2 Gulffront homes. Luxury 
finishes. Excellent views!

$1,199,000

212 S. Harbor Dr  
Huge Price Reduction!  Builder 
needs sale.  New and gorgeous 
with dock and pool.  Must see! 

$879,000

BUYER’S CHOICE

12410 Baypointe Terrace 12306 Baypoint Terrace 12324 Egret Harbour Way

OPEN HOUSE 12-3, SAT. FEB 23

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAIN homesites from 
$59,900, minutes to Asheville, N.C. Enjoy sweeping 
mountain vistas, a mile of riverfront, walking/fi tness 
trails and more. Amenities include gated entrance, 
lodge and riverside barbecue. Excellent fi nancing 
available. Call for more info or to schedule tour. 877-
890-5253, ext. 3484, www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com. 
Offer void where prohibited by law.

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

ASHEVILLE, N. C., land bargains up to 30 percent 
below appraisal. www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com.

TENNESSEE LAND SALE! Three acres and log 
cabin only $59,900! Saturday March 8! New 2,128-sf 
log cabin package on three acres of farmland with 
spectacular views. One mile to Nicklaus designed 
golf course. Near Tennessee River and recreational 
lake. Or choose fi ve acres with crystal clear moun-
tain stream just $34,900. Excellent fi nancing. Call 
and ask about how to pay no closing costs, 866-
999-2290 ext. 1736.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY All real estate 
advertising herein is subject to the Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination Familial status includes children under 
age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at (800) 669-9777, for the hearing 

NEW LISTINGS!

Unbelievably priced 3/2 condo 
w/new pool.  Many upgrades 
including new tile, carpet, hot 
water heater, stove, & refrigerator.  
Priced to sell and ready to move 

in.  $110,000. Open 1-4, Sat. Feb. 23! Pebble Springs 
Condo, 6314 7th Ave W, West Bradenton

Jim     Anderson Realty CompanyJim     Anderson Realty Company
6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.comwww.jimandersonrealty.com

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.comemail: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

Call Gayle Schulz
Broker/Associate

941.812.6489

Immaculate, affordable, ready to 
move in 2b/2b home with a large 
lot on a quiet street conveniently 
located in Casa Del Sol, W. 
Bradenton w/tropically landscaped 

yard, irrigation system, 2 car garage, screened porch & new 
carpeting.  Offered for $239,000.  

Sunset Landings Condo, in 
southern Bradenton Beach  with 
gorgeous unobstructed gulf views 
directly across from the beach 
park. 2b/2.5 bath townhouse 

you will want to live in! Tastefully turnkey furnished.  
Small, private complex of only 5 units.   Rarely available. 
Offered for $690,000.  

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

INC

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

31O1 GULF DR 
HOLMES BEACH

800-367-1617

941-778-6696

www. mikenormanrealty.com
Since 1978
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